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MAJOH SALIAENCE AND WAHM _UP QUESTION:

"All strata of Bungerian socisty stood up to throw off the yoke of Communist

ard Soviat eprression. There was no soclsl, religlous, political or other

differences betwoen various groups in the Ehmg,uian mation. The only exception

vwat the Communiste, and actually, only part of the Coomumliste, becaus. a great

many of them alsc tnnk rart in the Hevolution. The initiative mmy was, in the

beginning, in the hands of the Hungarian Youth, but later their anthusiasm and

their fervar affected the older heart of the punulntim - workers and intellectuals

g:l‘ﬂ- and thay decently gnd often heorically helped youth to fight for Hungarian
eodom."
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CHIGNOLOGY OF PERSONAL &7PibIENGES, ACTIONS, ATTITUDES, AND
. SXPACTATIONS DURING THE RSVOLUTION

NI parformed my normal duties in the Ocldbergar Plant whose physicisn I waa.
T morked until 4:00 P.M. Befare I left, I heard over the telephons that students
of the Technical Univeraity of Sudapest snread leaflets containing demands of the

Hupgarian people-

#] also heard over tho the phons on Apponyi Square, trpewritten leaflets ware
'-:diu.riﬂﬁrd with several pointe of popular demands.
nTt was about 5300 P.if, that I srrived at the hosaitel of tha Bational Ambualance
~ Service to be on duty in this part-time job of mine. My assigrment was, as it had
born 4 the lach year, mainly Birecting Service” could also be csllad Disponsal
' Bervica " or, " Deipatching Carvica? = recieved reports of emergency cased, and
with the various ambulance services sent them out as was thought best, and gave
 ordere and mmmiaek checked on the tehm a&sto hov their job was performed. I workad
until 8:00 F.i. and then I went and * alked with my familye

Wiext marning ( Octe 27rd)at the Ooldberger Flant office as head physician of
ths diagnosis department, itwas about ops or two P.N. that I recisved 2 telaphona
esll from friends that osderly crowds of youth werc marching and that the preat
denonstration of which wa heard had gotually pot undarmay. Uther cells told ms that
mors and more people had joimed the marehors and that it looked as if the entire
erowd would become demcnatraters. & was also told that large crowds read the
v typewritten 8 1ips which people placed an the trees, and ghop windows, and that
these contained as muohas twelve and fourteen or sixieen demands. I [elt eletad,
cand sald "my firends, 1= somtaing gol ¢ t0 happan?e... 1 glso heard that smmy
good typists in the lant ware busy typing sll kinds of lauﬂﬂtﬂ.
"iater I rzceivad news that a great demonstretion on the fpmunxk Square was
going ona

"Then, I went over to the meadquartars of the Natiomal Ambuylance Service and
agsumed my work there, as usual. It was about sight P.i. that I went for homes

" It was a little after nine, I think, that the talephons rang and the wife of
one of my good frisnds- an Hungarian singer= called ms op talling me that hsr
hustand hed gone to the radio station to be tape-recorded and that mow ho wea
. tran-ed by 8 skirmish that surrounded the bldg. of the radio mtaion. She told
== that & tremendous demomstrution had srarted in front of the radio bldg. end
it was ssrious - with aven shooling involved. She ansked meto taka advnatajle of



1=
HLR 111/

our ambulances and to gst to the building &= a pyoician of the Natiomal
Ambulance Service and to get her husbend out: of the building. She also told

me that she heard from her boy that he was at tho Stalin statue and that they
were trying to pull the statue down. I hurried with one of our ambulances to

the radlo and found a huge orowd there. It was at ton o'clock that I actuslly
arrived there because it took tims until I wnet back from my family's hoos

to the Ambulance Service Headquarters. I, in faot, found an immense erond and
there wae really shooting goi g ons I saw that 1 souldn't get eithar to the froat
sntrapee nor to the rear entrance of the bldg. snd 1 tatfed Yo get to the studic
in some Other may. My driver and I decided to get into the noighboring tuildings
and to try to approach the inside of the radio bldg. through the air-raid shelter
basements which had been commscted during the wer, I mesn those of the nsighboring
buildings. 1 sent the driver farther away with the ambulance, and consulted with
some dtudents there who were armed,ssking them to nelp me to get this way into
the bldg. to got out & frisnd of mine who was trapped, While this happenad, I

saw & group of AVO psopla arriving and withdrawing, and I figured that they were
called out as a renforcemtnt for the AVO which <efended the rodio bldg, and
somehow thay dhanged their mind and wont back. That was & 1ittle farther ssay
from me,... 1 observed only what rasgoing cn. I went with some =w mtudent

to anelghboring bldg, and we got down o the besenesnt and as we tried tocross
over to the radic bldr. we found that ths door between the basement of the two
neighboring bldgs. had been meamwhile blocked by a strong mason work. The '
oraciing of rifle firs was petting ever stronger gerd 1 saw no hopo far resgulng
my frisnd, so I thougnt it best to retum to my fendly snd my duty before sven
the avanue of our retrsat wuld be blockeds Tt woe wall after midnight that I
left the scene and went homs."

"It was on my way home that 1 stopped at a telephons booth and called up the
homa of this friend of mine and learnsd from his vdfe that sasrwhile somehow
he managed to gt out of the radioc building,"and that he was safely at home."

*T nurried back te my family, somewhat anxious to see that there was no ircuble
in that part of the city. As I arrived at home and saw happily that everything
was okay, I callsd up the headquarters of the Natiopal Ambulance Service and
learned from them thst they sent ocut several ambulances to the radio building.
My collengus, who worked after 8 p.s., when my turn was over, told me that

they had slready transported saveral wounded to hospitels. Now I stayecd homs
until the marning.”



"Next morning (Oct. 24th) I learnsd that we had some 30 seriously wounded

and that we placed them in the various hospitals. I didn't have to repart

to work, so I went out to take & good walk on the Norut, because I heard that
the Russian Helikon bockshop was completely atripped by people ard 1 wanted

0 sse that. It was about 8:30 that I saw the first Husaian tanks. I thought
first that they ceme from their Cegled camp, I waa pondlerdng what this entire
busineas will look like in & few mare days, becauss I want by in the morning st
uf the headquarters of the Nstional Ambulance Service, and as I dropped in
for a few minutes my boss, the director of the Hatfonsl Ambulance Service,

Or. Oravecsz, was just btriefing my colleaguss and he wanted me to be with

them during the briefing. Well, he nsid that a8 soom s we get to it we
should prepare the emergency operating rooms in the basemsnt of our building
because wa have to figure that the fight will becoms more ssricus. He said
thet he talled to the Ministry of Interdor and the ADD who told him that the
fight would go on because the ADO officers received orders that they would
have to change to civilien olothes and would have to taks & fight in this
fashion with the crowds which resist police orders. BHe also confided that

the AVH group of the Uinistry of Interior had carried weapons and srmunition
with asbulances which wors identical with out one and a half ton and three tom
ambulsnces, the only diffarence being thesa bore no signs of the Kational
Ambulance Service on then. As I was pondering while worlking to see the
Helikon bookshop burning, I saw one of our ambulances running by and stopped
~the driver and received & report that fiod ik ommmrockisangce:
 Secmeatxerkxkardoigoobdtoderoat b anmeming. to attend to a wounded who
‘was repoted %0 lle in front of the Hoyal Hotel on Nagykorut.n®

“Five fire trucks cams to save the building from spreading the fire. As I
gtood there, I saw 6 or 9 Huselan tanks coming from the Andrassy Ut (Andrassy
Ave.). A large crowd was watching very quietly what was going on and an thore
tarks turped tesard Kiraly St. they opened firs on the pesceful crowd. We ren
dnto the house 92 Nagykorut. There were four wounded dragged to that house
and fortunately I had my First Aid cese with me and I called ambulances. Two
of the wounded died within minutes. The tanks passed by, cutting through the
pile of hooks burning in the front of the Helikon bookshop which paople had
set on fire. The people around me said 'They are shooting at the Hungarians
again, © but they were defiant and you could sense no real desperaticn or
fright, only defiance and fury. As the ambulances cams, they took the wounded
to headquarters and I decided to kmep still out in the civy. Crowds were
eilling in the streete in spite of the radio warnings that sounded quite
frequently."

"Not far from tho Western Rallroed teminal, I saw soans five or six tanks snd
two or three anti-tank guns, and saw the commender swinging his pistol and
heard him cursing the Hungarian peaple and saw hinm spitting around. He



repeated again and again 'Fuck your mother!' in Russian and was apparently
very upset bscause of the defiance of the people.”

"I saw & large group of unarmed workers who came in from the suburbs by -
truck, and I really started wondering what would teccome of this. I went
homs at about 11 a.m- By about 11:30 I saw from the window of =y home that
a Hungarian artillery unit came in trucks and they were stopped by the immennss
erowd at the Ferdinand Bridge. The crowd was swelling every second because
workers kept coming to the city and they filed out from bussas amd truoks.
Now 1 saw something very amazing. This artillery unit, which might have
consisted of twe o three tstteries, and mif which was grmed with infantry
weapons, apparently to restore order, well, this artillery unit saw the
slated oromd end people talked with them and under the impact of 211 of this
I saw them give sway o put down their rifles and amunition or throwing
them into the oromd to cheering people. Many of theese soldiers joined the
orowd and others didn't. Meny of the ecivilians climbad onto the trucks and
the trucks dispersed.”

- "The =ituation st the Fational Ambulance Service might have becoms pretty bed

because I heard a radio marning and was alerted that we had to bs in a state
of axtrens emergency and all physicians not abls to go to their om offices
were ordered to repart at various stations. I stayed at home until 4 p.m.
and watched the crowds milling in the streets. At about 2 p.m. I saw soms
50 or 60 Hussisn tsnks coming from the directiom of Vac."

*At 4 p.m, I want to the ambulance headquarters. On the way I was not able
to cross the street at the Festi Hirlap building because the AVH opened

fire from top of the AVH building and the iinistry of Defense mxfkf building
and I had to look for cover. I arrived only with difficul ties at our
headquarters bullding. When I arrived, I received reports, one after the
other, from many various points of the city that immediste help was wanted.
Wo alermed and mobilized all owr parked ambulances and braved the fire. Socn
we suffered owr first own sxsmxkky casualties. Not much later four smbulances
wore shot and one of the doctors was the first wounded of our own. She was
soon followed by many othors. Meamwhile, we set into operation our emergency
operating rooma in the lmoement."

"I wao kept extremsly busy. I directed the traffic by our omn telephone network.
It was about 10 p.w. when mexhamsd Oravecs called a conference ard five or six
of his immediste staff participatsd. We sald that we can't force ocur om

peopls into fire beczuse the consequsnces are disastrous. Oravecs, however,
said their was no contrete cese that ambulancss were

fired at on purpose. I argued with him, bringing up the case of ore of our

own doctora.®
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UAfter the conference wae over, one of our coalleagues reported that his
ambulance mas also fired at and complained that he had the feeling that
something might happen % him. His widowed motber had hardly let him go,
she wanted to keep hin at home by sll meana. I told him that he need not
£0 out and I would sand a wolunteer, but he didn't want to accept this
hﬂﬂl "

"It was about 11:45 p.m. when omr first own death was reported. The doctor
Just mentionsd happed to hawe his turn and he wan willing to go. I asked
him, "Would you still want te go?' He replied 'It's not far from here, at
the Abbazia Cafe; Thars were two woundsd reported and I want to go.' 1
was vorried bscause of him. I watched the clock. I fipwed he had to
return within 20 or et the very wost within 30 minutes. Bot the embulsncs
8till didn't show up. HMow I started watching the minutes. At 12:30 I
couldn 't wait any longer. I tried to contact the hoepital to which he was
aupposed to deliver the wounded and received the report that he was still
not there. Now I decided to ses him. I picked two voluntsers and went
throughthe Jokal St: T dion't want to go through the Nagykorut because that
was full of Russian tanks. At tho Abbazia Cafs I saw our ambulanoe. I
stopped. 1T realized that it fiad been destroyed by an anti-tank gun. I saw
the following pioture: thare wore two wounded put in the ambulance, they
ware deid. The nurse wad dead. The driver was wounded and lay in a coma.
E::u or thres and a half yards from the asbulance was lying my collsague,

ie body was plerced by sub-machine gun esidoomemin bullete. He looked
as i had bean sawed spart. It was againet rules to carry mmx dead in
our o We carried his body into our own ambulsnes and tha
Srooiyex wounded driver as well, Just them a Hungarisn policoman ysllsd
from the Abbaxia Cafe 'DonfT fool sround hers very.long bocause you'll mest
the same fate as thesn)' '"hat happened to them?' he replied. 'A Russian
saldisr shot the dooctor with a sub-machine gun end a Russian anti-tenk gun,
alarmed by this fire, destroyed the ambularce.' Now we loft. I gave ordsrs
' the driver to drive slow and with the headlights on. After some 20 or
30 yards we got into machine gun fire c¢oming from the same direction where
our other ambulance was destroyed. Two resr tires were punctursd by the
bullets. I ordered the driver to go on without atr in our tires.m

'e

"I% vas about 2 a.m. that T went to Oravect and I asked him 'Do you balisve
or not that they fire at ambulsnces?/' He trisd to talk me out of it again
and said that 1t was compulssry to go out to svery céise reported. I grew
angry and told him that he should go himself,»

"Wo mesponded to calle that night by telling those who called that they should
go to nearby doctors because we couldn't force cur people to axpose themselves
%o fire. At 6130 in the morning, we put duty on 2 voluntary basis., It was not
only emazing, but also touching, to ses hor readily our people volunteered to
go ﬂnts::q:nuing themselves to the graveat dangers. There were a2 great many
calls because cases which we did not take care of at night were not all teken
cardé of by nearby doctors end we had to find a3 way for helping thoss out. Siace
all our ambulances were out on cella, doctors were busy in the operating

roome, there was one call that I answered myself. Two wounded were reported
in HoTwath St. As we gave first ald to ons of the woundad and loocked for the
other I saw large orowds converging on the Parlisment Building. We had to




look for the other wounded in the building and found that they had carried
him to a fourth floor apartment, where a family tock care of him. Some
30 or 40 minutsa passed while we were searching for this wounded. I wanted
to btring him through the Hollan Street, but we got into & hmgk huge crowd
and vare forced to atop. I want to the Alkotmany Strest cornmar. There I
pew Hossian tanks standing idly by. I saw the hugest crowd coming from the
direction of the Elize Cafe. The driver managed somshow to get out of the
Hollen Street, He sugpsted thatl we go via Akademia Street. Mearwhile, we
s&w that the crowds completely filled up the Farllament Square,."

%411 of a sudden we henrd a clatter of machine guns and my driver, my nurse
and I ran over right away to the side of the Winistry of Agriculture, because
it waa that direction that we heard the shots coming from. It was there that
wo sgw that the firing cames from the windows of the uprer floors of the
Miniotry of Agriculture. Thae tremendous chaoca developed as a rasult of the
ahooting, the crowd started backing toward the Ministry of Agriculture.
¥e also saw coming from the roof of the buildinz in which the Elisge
Cafe waa, A8 the frightened crowd trisd to back out from ths square it was
fired on from two directions. lNow my driver and my nmurse grabbed ourfirst
aid kits. We started giving first aid undsr the archmay of the Building of
Agriculture. It ws there that we gave first aild to tha first wounded we
could reach or who were brought to us by people who saw us attending to the
wounded. Vesy eoon the firat ambulance, which was appereptly sent out for
this very purpose, arrived. Soon came ssvaral ambulances. They all lined up
on the side of the Ministry of Agriculturs, Not only regular ambulances, but
alsc buses came which were squipoed to carry the wounded. Very soon elght or
"nine of our ambulancse and three of our buses arrived there. I took over
commend over them. IDetween the Farliamsnt Bullding and the building of the
Minmdstry of Agriculture is the huge statue of fakocsi. It is standing on a
hugs pandestal. I had the impression that most of the wounded lay around that
status, Since thers was still some shooting, I pickmd that spot glso for the
reascn that it could serve as a %ind of cover. In fact, although in Ambulance
Service uniforms, in whits gowms of doctors, we drewm fire ourselwes. This is
ang Of the reascas shy I tock up our first aid positiona right at the statue,
ep wa could ke covered from fire. Of course, I mean the side facing toward
the Farlianent, bscause thsre was no fire coming from the Perliament Building.
It wad from them that I dirocted all the first ald work. By directing, I msan
that I spotted eor received ruports thet my collesguss spotted a particularly
heavy woundsd and wa carried them to the pedsatal of that statue end thare

we gave them first aid."

"1 waa profoundly shocked, but did not emotionally collapse or lose my head,
becauss after all I had received quite a bit of fire as a pllot in the
Rungarian Air Force as well ms & doctor in fronf line service. I wmas mora
inpresead by the really self-sscrifiocing work of my men than by the tremendous
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"When firing died out complotely, we werse able to go to any place in the
gquare and to plock cut the ones in most dire need. We told those wounded
wheo were able to walk to go to the ambulances stationed on both sidea aof
the dinistry of Agriculture, The ones who could move were very eager to
gat out of the Ferliament Squars, and ockieocomswsome oy were driven
by tanks which converged upon the square from the various side streets, ard
which were dxkh driving psopls out of the square. These were Russian tanks.
I didn't ses any of thess Hussian tanks open fire. They just drowe the
oromds out of the squars. Thess tanks didn't care about the bodisa which
lay sround and sguached many of thom as they drove throvgh the square. My
men told ma that they squashed seweral of the woundad who were lying around
%o death. 1 personelly didn't see such cases because all of my attention
e Nelping the woundod.®

"] heard oaly from my men and saw only a little part of the beginning of
She story, according to which, tanis coming from various directions drove
“mbout & or 50 or scv people into the Danube,in the most literal sense of

the word, and severzl of these people lost their lives in the river.
Motorboata, which were supposed to act as life savers on the Danube, rescued
sevoral of these people, but I upderstand that there were soms who dromned.”

r e
"I worled there without interruptiom until aftsr 4 p.m. The entire shooting started

Boamtime a 1ittle tafore 1L o'clock and you can imagine how much we had to do,
that we finished only after 4 o'clock. 7o tell you about detalls, what I

actually cid, was, aside from directing the work, I did only those emergency
operations, or, I couldn't call them operations, emergency surgery work that

was not the bandaging i1tsell. The tandeging was dome by the nurses. I applisd

many small emergency inntruments, for instance, stop excessive bleeding from
broken arterdes anl o on. My men tandaged the wounds end carried theam to
the spiulances and the achulances took tham to various hospitals,”

"We suffored several casualtiss ourselves. I mean the Ambulance Service, but

note of them was fatal., Indeed, the ADD must have spotted our man, because they

weru all clad in white 'miforms and wore the Red Cross tandages, and even the

volunteers who did only suxiliary work wore whits powns and Hed Cross bandages.

Anc still they fired at these people, toc. The ADD just didn't cars.?

“It wan sometime after 4 o'clock that I decided to go home, because thare ware
ne more so seriocusly wounded that the nurses could not hawe taken care of.

vent back to the headquarters building in the Marko Strest and took ovar in cns

of the operating roums to carry out very urgent opersticms on the wounded, on
theoe wounded who were delivered to our cwn operating rooms amd not to other
hospltale. I worked in the operating room until long after midnight."
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It was long sfter midnight thst I took ora and & half hours rest by coming
op from the operating roocm and drinking a few shemk cups of demitasas and
talking with my colleagues. At the dewn of the new day (Oct. 26th) I went
around in our emsrgency hospital at ouwr headquarters bduilding and checked
on the heavily wunded and separated the dead from the alive (in fact we
had several who died sven after ihm operations,)"

"From then on I worked with no interruption, naver lesaving ow headquarters
building for eny considarable time, certainly not for going heme. Well, I
worked there for several days. Itwms only by telsphone that T kept in touch
with my daughter ard brother-in-law snd my aged father. (There were only
doctars and other people in positions of grest public interest whose telephonea
worked uninterrupted threoaghout the mﬂuﬂmnﬁ

fAsked about the number of casualties in the Parliament Square massacre,
respondent answors: ™We recordsd only the heavily wounded. (By the way, it might
be interesting for you to imow that wa thought of later consequances and we
never asked pecple to identify themselwes and they could tell us any name
whatever they cared to.) Ve had a little over 900 wounded who were hospitalised.
Many of them very seriouasly wounded, and about 3 to 400 who needed no
hospitalisation but wers wounded. This number of the slightly wounded might
have been much larger, because our reports may not have been complate. We have
no gccurate knowl edge of the oumber of dead. We had absolutaly nothing to do
with the desd excopt for those who died in cur omm premises, but not the ones
who died on the spot. But statistical experlence shows that in the cave of such
a skirmish, or massacre; or oeven blood bath, I might say, the usual percentase
of dead 18 about 12 to 15 of the wounded who need hospitalisations Since
however this refers rather to battle conditions, nmot to such en ocutright
maagacre as this one was, and since one hes to figwe than many died under the
treads of ths advancing tanks, I would certainly take at lsast the upper

figure and I would satimete that vomewhere about 150 to 160 might have died

on the Parliament Square. Figwing the likely number of the seriocusly woumnded
who diad as a conseguence of the wounds inflicted on Ferliament Squara, I would
say that 10 or 20 more may bo reckensd with. This I would set the epproximate
number at 125 or so, perhaps one may say tetween 150 and 175 is the most Likely
number of the dead."

Hespondant now tells in greet detall & few very Interesting episodes in his
next few days of wak, but the main thing ebout it 1s that he didn't go any
more to the Oaldberger plant, since the workern wore striking and since he mxm
neaded :every second at the headquarters of the Netional Aabulance Service, and
there he kept directing kexifix transportation service and kept opamating in
the operating room."

Smeaking of the night from Nov. 3 to Hov. 4, respondent mentions that"as usual
there were souw scaiiered shootings in the various parts of the city, but there
were only a few lightly wounded and those were easily taken care of. Hewuver,
there was & station of ours mearhby, ¥¢ directed the station tc take care of those
cases, and if an emergency aross, wo ourselves dispatohed an ambulanca. It

was after midnight that wa received a repoert that an luopsnding maternity case
hss to ba taken care of. Since it was juet 2 few minutes after I handed over
ssrvice, and since 1 was an obatetrician, too, I decided to go out mymels and

to Belp the poor woman. This maternity cese wus reporied from the area of tha
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has to be talen care of . Since it was just a fow minutes after T handsd over |
sarvice, and since [ was an obstetriclan, too, I decided to go out myself and

help the poor woman. This matemmity case was roported from the area of the |
Vienna highway. I decided to go to see her myoelf because the last phase of

labor was reportad apd I thought 1'd better take equipment with me because

she very likely would deliver the child whils wa are transporting her. As

we want out to her we saw a consildsreble number of Hussian tanks stationed on

the laft side of the Vienna highway. (Interviewer's note: Vienna Highway
so-cilled, but actuslly ope of tle wide avenues in the city, certainly rather

on the outskirts of the city, and on severszl ooccasions we saw light signale

and particularly sigmsl {larce off the Hussians, We didn't think much of

those flares and 23 we passed the mim checidng point (paesenger checking

point not military checking point) of the Vienms highway, there were Russian

and HFungarlan uniforps and soldlers standing together, but they did not moan

to stop us. Ve pleimd up the mitemity case and left on our way back. This

was quarter of coé o'clock. We hadn't ever quite reachad the traffic checking
point whon military fire wan started from both nides. lachine guns, sab-

sachine gons and 8o on. The [ire went from ons sids of the highway to the

other and back. W¥e stopped and took out the woman on a stretcher and took her
id a ditch on the side of the highway. We put vut the headlights of ths
asbulance and there in cowplete darknmess I had <o help the woman deliver the
child., Thank Ood, everything went smoothly. It was only after completion

of the birth and Suocqgmebescaicomze after overything wae finished, the Sk
infantry fire stopped. As we wers about to leave, some Husslan officers came to
us with laspe in their bands, They ssked us to go and sea their wounded and

to take care of them ard daliver them in hospitals. I objected and told him

that ow hands wers full with this weternity cass. I suggested to them to put
their own vehicles at our disposal and we would taks care of the delivery with
help of their own ambulancas to the Margit hospital, just as we deliversd this
womRn to the same place. The Hussian officers didn't bteligve me and they todk
thair lamps and looksd at tho woman and the baby and looksd over the ambulance,
and It was then it turned ouf that the embulsnce was so badly damapgsd in this
trdaf firing that ws couldn't use it, and so I was very glad when they brought
their osn asbulances and I was able to put in our woman in one of those. Some

af tha wounded were @lready bandaged and we helped with the others - none of them
vware seriously wounded and we told thom that we would deliver them. As we passed
tha traffic cheecicing point, end might have gone a few hundred yurds, a group of
Hungarisn freedem fighters tried tostop us, telling us thatxsondomt they had |
vounted - but the Russian driver wouldn't listen, nnd he drove om.

Fhen we arrived at the Marzit hospital, it was hospital psrsonnel who helped the
Rusgian driver to carry in their wounded. When the ambu'ance was cleared of tha
wounded, 1 suddenly had an ides, and jumped into the drivar's seat and drove back
to ths freedom fighters - to the boys who 4ried to stop us with their woundasd,

and in fact I found six wounced there, put them on tha ambulance and toock them back
to the hospital . The Hussian driver was cursing when we arrived, He suggestad that
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all of U8 sse--+0ur mother, but was at last resigned to our having mads the trick,
tock his ambulanca and went btack.

While I delivered the boys, cur own ambulsnce was repaired and it took us back to
the headguartera of fio Betlomal Ambulance Ssrvice Headouarters. This was about two
pem. and I decided to teke s little rest myself, althoogh all the more since the
antire olty was quiet.

"] was awakenod a few minutes aftar three a.m., and 1 was ordered to see Gravecs
at once. Be gave me orders to see to it that the Szobi) Street Hospital which waa
2 trabhoma hospital be gvacuatad at ones, and to be ready to bscomwa an emergency
hospital for wounded. It wis certainly befare thres forty-five that he told me that
a fussian atteck wes lowinsnt against the fresdom {ightera of Budapest. Ho told ms
to take over tha Szobl 5%t. hospital of contagious oyes dessases a= head physician
and I should evacusts the matiants to other eye- dopartments in other hospitals and
. that I should transform that hospital into a first-aid and surgical hospital. He
told me explicitly that he had recelved this information from the Ministry of
Interior, He gave we detailed twiefing and told me what equipment I would get and
among othars I would get 18 ambulances. I recieved complete egquipment for operating
rooms = other ag ipment which had besn storsd at ours torage room and we loaded
these thinges on trucks and managed to gat over to the Ssobi 3t hospital before the
sotuoal shooting started. The Szobi St. hospital had not beean slerted as to what waa
in store far them. I informed the director as to the orders I had recelved; he was
bitter about it, but we had to caerry out the orders: We transported to iim
the petients of this hospital amd to the ey-departments of the various hospitals.
There ware cnly seventy aome patisote and we mansged to find a place for them,
My wen carrisd the eguipment we took to the hospital and we saw to it that the antire
building and every pisce of @ quipment was disinfectad; there was still no shooting.
in sttended ‘gn avery phase of the o~eration perscnally. (by shooting I mean, shooting
o area)

%It was shortly before seven o'clock that 1 wanted to teake some material again from
the National Hesdquartera over to Ssobi St, hospital that we saw the first Russlan
tank cclumn. Those taznks came by the Bajcey-Zsilinissky Avenue. The hatches of the
tanks wars open and ths soldiers didn't fire but they looked intently around. We
menaged to doge them and to get back to Sszobi St. hospital and there we concluded
the rearrangemants and tranefermation and stood ready to receive the woumnded. There
wae one thing I didn't like in the hospiddl end that was the sitvaticn with the
tlectricity - the electric lines leading to the ho=pital. The situation was that tha
mala line came from Lhe neighboring building of the Fgtel Britannis. It hapoeped
that that hotol bad zlways been &8 much-liked place of revolutionary and occcupational
girforces. In the counter-revolution of 1919 it was used by the Uestapc

and the Huselan EVD used it, too. In fact, it wes & notoricus building - all the
mors sinco after thelikVD ...1t up it was much more like a place of the AYD officer:s.
How I figure that ths Russi=alNKVD are something similiar to that of the AVO itself
may wmant to use it sgain, and anything may happen to our main power lire. I wanted
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to be cautious and caraful and so [ ordered ganerators asc that we could
rate electricity ocurselves. Fortunately, I was given the gmneratars.

#2s genarators were nble to supply a sufficlent electiicity not only for
lighting but also for our glant ex-ray and other equipment, but when I checksd
the generstors 1 found ocut that most of the brushes of the ecarbon - carbon
brushes were missing - this fact, of courss msde the generators useless. It was
dus to the hercic spirit and the atmosphers of the revolution that saved our
" slectric power aupnly. You have to know that by then ( am) the battle in ths
city wason = 1t w25 pol an extended ooe but it was sporadic, but it was in a
great meny seations of the city. Fe received more and more reports since by then
our telephons mechencis connected with us the nstwoark - the special network of
the National Ambulance Service - and the repcrta wers sbout more and more of the
wounded. Now, this is what I mean about the herole spirit of the revolution:

1 called up the directar of the engineering department of the Ocldberger Flant
vith 1hs request to fimi, even with the help of courders, to find somhow the two
best trained nnd most Ingenious generstor mechanics of the plant, and to send theam
over to ma 80 that they oould repair the generators of the hospital, It was about
eight m:ms when I talked to the dirsctor of that department, and by quarter of nine,
both mechancis I recuested cams - both of them from fmr pol-ts of the city - ome
of themcame from UJPEST and the other from CSPEL; they cams on motorcycles and
reported that they were ready to do anything thay could. They not only laft their
families and their safet} in outekirts of Budspest but they stayed for much more
than the repair of the generators- they a tayed there for the entire period while
the fight was goi: g on in tom so that they could repair anything that went Wrong
end they became rart of my team at the heospital — in fact, they stayed there for
two full weaks.

"¥ou see, precsution wns jJustified because it hap-ened on the 7th that a Hussian
tank severed the main power line that lsd from the Hotel Eritsannia to our bldg.
and we were left without powsr supnly..so we nad to get everything from our generatord.

"After all the equipment and its functions was secursd in the hosptihal, I had to
g0 up about securing focd suppliss. We received the first wounded a few minutes after
nlne o'cleck. These were eighteen Hungarian freedom fighters who had all been
séeverally wounded in a fight in the neighborhood of the omcf¥s Lanchid (chein-
bridge) All of them were severslly wounded. Much es I vanted to go about organizaing
the food supnly of the hosnital, I had to go to the operating rocm to take care of
these very seriously wounded - operating took all my time, ahux UInfortusntely my
assintant mansger of the hosptial was noty too well oquippad to organirm things, and
80 even during operations I wes anked, on a grest many occasions, %o pive directives
and to meke mejor decimions. I certainly can't blame my colleagus because then

tha battls started reging not far from us and he had not had much mactice in these
things. dater on, he changed and it was only in the beginning it wes so difficult
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+o work with him. It was not only the craclkding of rifle fire and the mxxx

clattar of machine guns but there were tremendous intonations that we sven thought
we rmcsived aerial bembardment. From then on our ambulances cams every five
minutes and at least every ten minutes with pew mounded. Uur eighteen ambulances
were in full operation. This tedious work lasted well into the afternocn, and

T oouldn't toks tims oither for sating or fixr drinking, nor could I smoie

a cigarette,

“REartunately the news spresd arcund in the neighborhood thet the Szobd S5t.
Hosnital wes transformad into sp emergency surgery hospital and more apd more
¢olleagues came voluntarily to help us. In the early afternoon, I had a complete
orem of doctors and nurses, and all worked as dedicated persone, In fact, latar,
we received too many offers to help for nothing, and there wars doctors &nd nurses
whom I used for giving only first-aid right in the corridors and in tha lobhy of

. the hospital, until those wounded could be operated on.. It was very fortunate
that I had so many dedicated halp because they brought back a tremendous number
of wounded and every bit of help was needed,

"There wes much fighting going on in various blocks in Magykarut, but the Sxobd S,
shich was & sida street of Magykorut, was left alone. Not far from us ras the

Poat Office Bullding of Podmanicsky St. It was about noon that a tremendous battls
raged around that building because fresdom fighters gttooked thef Russimn tanks
which were posted sround that building. When the regin battle quieted somewhat
dorn - about ome p.m., wa received the first wounded from this battle, and it wns
thon that we received ths first Russian wounded. There were two Hussian tanks
snrhiliated in that mrea, and there were many Hussian soldiers shot to death or
younded in tha srmoured ssrs. Of course we operated on the Hussian soldiers Just
as on the Hungarisne and we took just as good care of them as of the Hungerians,
but the Russians were very well infommed whers our noapitals lsy because they came
regularly. Committesa of officers cams quite regularly te our hospital to see who
ths Russian wounded are and to take tham over to their own hospitals. Theycame in
always with cocked pistele, end were utterly distrustful. It was only on ona
occasion that they did not insist on taking every Hussian scldier with them
immediately, and that wes thoe case of a soldier whose faca had bsen badly dastroyad
and who told me that ha wanted me to make s plastic surgery because he knew well
thut the Russian doctars wouldn't do it for him - they would leave him & eripnle.
I romised hinm to do s¢ and mesnt to do the operation that night, but when the
Ruselan of fleers cams and demanded that we report svery Russian soldier we had to
report him, too, and they wanted to take him with them just as the olhersj he,
however, resisted and threatned suicids. The Husslian officer bacied down and sddd
that if I conducted *he surgery - the plastic surgery - he vould leave him to my
care and to take hit with them only when they came pext time. This is how it

happened.
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"Not only the Russian soldisrs were not left in our hospital

but the Hungnrisn wounded were deliversd to regular hosptial an

well, because our fHuncticned cnly as an smargency hospital and was

not geared to nursing the wounded - only to giving them first-eid

and to operste on them and to keep them as long as they could not

be delivered to other hospitals, Our four storey building was Hestined
o undertale cnly the first and moet pecessary steps in saving the life
of the wounded - further care was laft to other regular hospitels, We
always inouired at varioua hospitals whethar"thera wae quiet™ in their
ares and I "thare wae quiet" wa sent as many of the wounded as they
could take.

“In the night from the 4th - 5th of Hovember, we received reports that
the entire highest rloor of Surgicel_Hosptial Mo. 2 had to be svacuated
because Hussisn tanks destroyed it. .ater, we received report that
theltolcus Fospital was very badly damaged by Russian tenks and artillery
and tha % meat of its facads was conpletely destroyed. Under normal
Circumstapoes, these and similar news ought to have scared at least s
few of our volunteer staff away but this was not the cass. They all

stayed on their job apd kept working day and nights

" Food sup'dly was the greatest problem. I crganized it the way we
recieved warn, cooked food from the Akacfs Hospital; and cold food
such as bread and bacon and salami and ®aw cabbages znd green peppers
ete, if thero ware any ~from the starage room of the Ambulance Headqunrters.
As pretty wuch fighting was geing on not only on the 4th, but on
subsaquent days - particualrly on both the Kiskorut and the Magyicorut
and in various other ssgments of the city, we made a dedicated and
really heroleally unafriid group of food=-supnly transporters sho went
again and a gain %o the Akacfs 5t. which was not very close. They
organised the transpcrtation in a way that they sent scouts in advance,
and these reportad whet way they could dodpa the fighting groaps and
deliver food with relatively 11ttle risk. It was dua to the effort

fo these untiring rescurceful pac 1s who really had guts and heart
that our food suprly was never exhaustad,

"By the night from the 4th- Sth of Novembar, most of the fighting
groupa for the fresdom fighters kmen that the Szebi St. Hosnital had
becomn an emsrgency sorpical hospital, and it was not only cur 18
ambtulances which dalivered the wounded but also the so—ellsd Voluntary
Ambulance Service of thes warious fighting groups, Corvin Block hnd

for instance, such end so did the Mabi Hospital locatod et the Hsterfd
Sandor Street, end soms other groups. Thus we received wounded from
them 25 wall as Trom our own 13 asbulances.
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"In the morning of the 6th of Nov. I received sn unexpacted telephome
call from ore of the smployees of the Sorcksari Ut ( Soroksari Ave.)
Food Processing Plant (this man haprned to be the huaband of ay
former secrstary at the Ooldenbargar Flant) to ths effect that there
is a tremendous amount of canned food piled up in the storage rooms of
their plant and organirzations such 28 hospitals or the Ambulance
Service could take as much of thelm as pacessary. The only trouble
was that the plant washardly acossaible becsuse of the fight that
was raging in varicus parts of the clty, and not far from the plant
a8 well. Still the ambulances could move arcund relatively free and
parhaps we could venture to go there and perhape could come back
unharmsd snd talee food with uws. I immdistely reported this to my
supariors and raceived permission to go out.

Dodging sll the points where fights were on, I ran out myself to
the plant, K soon as I got the written persmissi on. Fartunately
encugh I was able to take as much cenned food with us as wa could
carry, Hight behind thls food procssesing plent was the Hersz selami
factory. I learned that the Russians csptured this factory and wers
transporting the salami sway. I wes in uniform so I thought might be
successful in pleading with the Kussians that they should let us have
some of the esalami. It turned out that I wac granted permission to
take loads of salami with us. The amount I wans able to get hold of
was 50 great that we could supply not only our own hospitsl and the
Ambulance Headquarters but a good number of hospitala as well.
characterized by
"The first six days 1 spent es dirsctor of that hospital weres mfx
superhuman efforts of our ataff of doctors and nurses, and other
employess an 1 had mentioned slrsady the group in charge of food supply.
After the firet six days our life and work became somevwhat mare mormal,
and I kept working there until the 18th.

"It was on the 18th of November that I learned from my daughter that
AVH people came to my home looking for me. Thinking of my past
expariences with AVH I thought that this waes no joke, and I had to make

up my mind tc lasve the country. Ia order to prepare for leaving the
country, I declded that the Goldenberger Flant would be & better place

for me so thet &f aaything hapmned to me 1 could easily escape. From
that plant, while hers in the heart of the city, it would be difficult
for me. I want %o my superiors and adeed permissel on to leave the Szobi
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Hospital in charge of my assistant and go back to the Goldambergar
factory to gst the physician's office back into operation,

"Back at the Coldberger officer, I rearganized my staff of nurses
and put things in good shape and in the meantime I ‘repared everything
for my escaps from the country.

"By the 2Bth, I received reports that the AVE was interested in ne,
and this confirmed my worst expectations. I ssw that I could hesitate
no longsr, nor could I have more time for preparations, so I took

off on the 28th snd managed to get across the Austrian horder the next

day."

A: The demonatrationn: Respondent had no tima to particimte in
the demomtrations.

Ee told us quite elaborstely in the stary he Just relatad that he
had extensive knomledps of the demonstrations.

Asked sbout his expsctations during the demonstrstions respondent says
that he ident ified himself with ths demands szt forth in the leaflets.

He was anxioun to ses the entire Cormunist government go and a
democratic government becoms the lesdership. He was not ready to
compromiss - certainly not, he says, because he actually wanted to see
a complete denocratic regime and a complete indepandence of the country,

Bafore the fiphting started, hs had vary little hope that anything could
be realised by the demandm; in fact, he was surprised to learn that

the Minister of the I tarior gave permission Lo hold demonstrations, He
wes flabbergasted, he says, that he learned of the fact that large crowds
Joined the demonstrating students and still the AVO did not fire at tham:

Spaaking of the cuteems, i espondent soys thet he expscted tha govermment
fo issue orders to the AVO to disparse the crowds -

Speaking of the demoretratars, respondent sayn, lirst they cosisted of
youth ~ latar howmever, first the pedestrisns who hapoened to ba in the
strests joined them, and then later allsorts of people from the houses,
nearby uwildings a nd later asthe newa sread. sll types -~ pacple from
all walks of 1ife joined them.
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Respondant thinies that women were among the most enthuslastic in
the d emonatrating crowds. Ulder people first were restrsined and
cautious apd did not participate in desonstrations, but as the
demonstratioma unfolded thay could not help letting go snd they
Joived them-

Respondent thinks that thers were two catagorisa who did not
particirate in €hs demonstrations — those were flrst ofall the
Commuriists, and secomdly the timid and the overly cauticis.

Ieadership in the demonstrationa was first provided by students -
latar by other intellectuals and in particdlar by capabls leaders
of tha warkera.

Asked how the leaders were chosen in the demonstrations, respendent
angwers that such a question is misteken becaunse thess were not
d demonstrrtions and whoevar was the person with leadership
qualities and with good idean and iniatlive, imagination maturslly
voiced people ‘s demands and people sccepted him. ;

B. The ¥ighting:

M though respondsnt didn't fight himsalf, he ssw seversl fights
pretty well ashs elaborately described when speaking of thesvents
of Uet, 2%th, and taat he saw othe= acticn and told me szbout same
in detail.

During nons of thesa fighta did he feel any fear. Not even the mmssacre
on the Farliamant Square, or when his ambulance when he waas ic 1t was
shot at, Butl afterwarda, he says, he imagloed what and how easily it
could hsve hapransd to him snd eertainly filled him with ave.

Speaking of the expacted outcome of the revolution during the fights,
resc ondent szays that after tha [isst victorl us days, he was full

of hope and then fraeedom was actually regained, he felt as 4if he

ware in a dreasland. The wondarful sucecess fillsd him with unspeakable
Joy, but when he surv and heard in radic reports what fantastic reenforce-
mento csme in {rom Soviedt Hussia, he lost all hin hope.

Hespondenl was not surprised at all when the povernment ecall: é for the
help of Eusslan troops, because he axpected nothirg batter of that
governmnt .
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Asked how the demonstrations turned inte fighting, respondent

says it is hard to tell becmuse thare wes no organization behind

the demonatratione. After the first shot of the AVO was fired,
resnondent says that peorle were molded into & large family and
where all wore filled with the same desire, and everybody sought

and saaily found the part which he had to play in order to cooperete
with the vhole, He found it tremendously smzing with what primitive
woapons peopile were ready to take a fight ngainst the “enemy". Feople
saw no other gosl respondent sayr but to sbake off the yoke of the
Tenemy", and he explains that by "enemy" people msent Sovist and
Communist oppression alike.

Hespondent doesn't clearly recall but he's under the impression that
he firat kwws heard the term "freedom fighiter" on the 26th of Uctober.

Asked who fought, respondent says that the revolution before Now. 4ith
was to a greater extent the enterprise of youth. After Nov. the Lth,
he says that youth was joined by age - & great many » rkers who did
not first rfight in the revolution before Nev. 4th-

Respondent. says that the revolutionaries first got arme from the
members of the Armed Forces and the Blue Police (regular police)-

®any of these farces handed over their weapons to the Treedom fightars.
dany of the armme depots were put at the disposal of ths freedonm fighters
in many places - the sdldiers themselves who sympathized with the
freedom fightere openad those arm depots. In other plecea, they didn't
opan them but got word to the s tuvdents how they could sieze those
munition and aryms depots. Hespondent refers to his s tatement made in
the stary vhere he witnsssed soldiers hended over their arms at the
Ferdidnand bridgas.

Askad aboul the organisation of the freedom fighters » Tespondent savs
that ouly local groups had any leadership. There was no ¢ entral
leadership whatscever. He recalls mgrnaoook  an event which took
place during the night of the 5th-6th of Novemeber. Three wounded were
brought to his hospital from the Corvin block, and in his conversation
with those very intelligent peopls he learned sbout how that group was
organizaed and heard also of the organization of other groupa. One

of Liene wounded had bsen the lesder of cna of the groups that had
attacked Farty hsadquarters on the leva Halman Square.
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C. Ehe Heinvasion:

Fhen respondent heard that the Russisns were retreating, but
retreating only to the outskirts of Budapest - this mere fact

that such 2 tromendous forcs would be stationed on the outskirts

of Budapest made 2 wry disquisting impression upon hime Enowing

viieir communist mentality respendent sald that he had verymd
surmises. He was strongthened in his belieflyf when on the 2nd or 3rd

of Novemshor they tried to help a French Journalist to leave

by plane. They tock him to the Budaors airport and they saw an

impsnse nuabsr of Russian tanks assembled - mostlyeround but some even
in the airfield, and the Russians di¢n't permit the Frenth newspaper-
min who had been woundad to leave the country, and it was then that they
went over to thsMstyssfold airfleld and attempted the ssme. There they
also maw a great number of Bussian tanke but there they were more
fortunate and received permisaion for the French newspaperman to Ny
out of the country.

Hespondant comon sgain to the ward"retreat? of the Hussians and he

tales exception to this term. He sayy that we could actually not apeask
of my "retreat! on their part because they msant only to witdraw to

the outelcirts of Pudapest. Ha also brings up that in tha days when
Russian tanks were supposed to be withdrawn on the outakirts of Budapast
he saw soveral which were left in the city, slthough with Hungarisn
flags and he slso saw the crew for soms of thew and hs is not aure

what to think of thoss.

Asked what he first heard that Soviet withdrzwl had been halted,
respondent refers to his former statsment that he dossn't think
that there wre any withdrawl in motion. Henoe 1t could not be haltsd
at all.

Hespondent told us alresdy in hisstory that he saw Hussien troops
returning at 8. a.m. of Nov, 4th, and he also t old us that he met
Ruselan troops in the night from Nov. 3rd - Nov.ith.

Hespondent told usmaitexakzbewstsdgox in detail in his story how
he apent the time between the Red Ammy's return and his esocapa.

“® began planning his escaps at the time when he heard he was Looked
for by the AVO end that was Nov. 18th -19th-

D. Conclumion: Asked whether Hunpary has pained because of the
revolution, resnondent says:"In aoite of Lhe tremendons bloodineas;

in spite of the tremendous merificesc! the Hungarian people, I think

e have Lo conceds that it was & most glerious part of Hunsarian history
which will give added straggth to the Hungarian people - to know they
were cambls of sucha fantastic achievement, and this will help them

in being equil to other great tasks
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in being squal to other great tasks. The good reputaticon Hungary
has mon in the aven of the world will also help the Hungardan
people in the future, he thinks. Thus, moral succeas is undeniable
but material and physical loasses are tremindous. Hungary has

gaired alse because the Hungarian peopls were brought closer to
each other: In facs, the revolution and 1ta oppression becams 2
tremendous xmki uniting force, It was also a great gain for psople
t0 realire that thoe entire Hungarian natlion was agalnst Communism,
apd that Comaunism turped out to be a failure. Hungarisns certainly
becams proud apd content teo imow that the mentelity of the Hunparisn
people was not roedy to swallow @ommoniss."
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EXPECTATIONS OF HELP FROM THE WEOT DURING THE REVOLUTION

Asked what he expacted from the West, he sajd:

nIndsed I expacted a great desl of help from the West. Above all,

I expected all out moral support from the West but beyond that arms
and first of all the dispatch of 8 UN caomittee to Hungary to be on
the spot and to see what is going om and to influence the Russlans
in theirectiors by its mere presence. But [ also expected arms,..."

Respondent lormed his e xpectatione on the basis of "foreign radio
bradeasta” The news all seemod to tend to confirm what he hoped was
not without foundation.

Hespondent briefly mss= met Cerman, Austrian and English nawspapormen

at Ambulance Hspdquarters during the revolution. The German newsman

gave him very great encowragement. He said this strengenthad his |
belief that the West would help. ¥hen 1 probed respondent he answers '
that the German newsmen had told him explicitly that help from the

West would be forthooming. ..help evem in form of arms. Respondent

also recalls & conversation with the French newsmsn on either ths lst or

2nd and he zaye that that newman was quite objective =nd he did not

held out *he hops for affective Western help.
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SOCIAL CLASS STHUCTURE AND ATTITUDES

As Family background:

Respordlent's father was a comstruction engirmeer. After 1945,

his father retired because by then he was very old. Bafore the

war, he was not only a construction enginesr but he osmad a
construction firm and that meant a tremsndous income. Hespondent

puts it betwesn 300,000 and 400,000 pengos. And he adds that this
income did not come molely from his constructica firm but slso from
his very considarable soreage (sstates) and his several spartment
houses. The land reform took most of his holdings in land, and
gradually his apartment houses werc taken gway slaoj the last W
of his was == oiazed in 1949: Thus hi=s income sank to about 6,or 7,000
forints. His income wvas of course cut so that by 1945, respondent had
to support his father becavse he lost his incoms completely.

¥hen respondent is zoked sbout his property, he is embarrassed and is
vory relustant to answer the questions and I hed to plead with him.

Even pleading helps very little and T have to persusde him by bringing

up that our project would grectly profit from having at least ome parson
vhe had a great richness behind him. Unly hls appreciation for our =roject
convincea him that he shounld say somcthing sbout his nroparty.

Bafore the war, resoondent had two apartment houses, both were four-floors
in size. He had a vineyard of 25 acres, and a farm of 600 acrss. This -
vag his initisl property end in ten years he inherited » grast desl,

and scquired some himself and then he owned Hungary's largent pharmscy
vhich employed over twenty peopls; the acreapge of his land inrreased to
1800 aeres, and @ owped ons more apartment house~ & family house snd

8 villa at Lake Sslaton.He aloo owned by then B0 ncres of vineyard.

After 1945, all those possessions were graduslly talen away from him

End res-ondent gave up the last piecs of property in 1950. Unly his

villa at Lake Zalaton was not taken avay from him, and also a small
family homs in Szeged. In 1952, even that small family home was siezed by
the govermment. In 1955, even his doctor's office was taken away by the
government.

Respondent 's father hed the diploma of a construction enginesr, and his
mother gradusted from a com ercisl high school and then she studisd one
er two years of college.
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B._Sooial Clasnse:

Hespondent 1s aware of the following social classes in Hungary:

the upper tan thousand of Communist aristocracy; the intellactuals;

the working clase; and the peasantry. But within peasan try, respvendent
clearly saes tmo layers - one the ones who for persomal gains are
somshow slliesd with the Communist Ferty and thosa who are actually hard-
working, poor pessants. Within the vorking clase he again sees two |
layers -~ thers wes a thin layer who belonged to some exwceptional branch, |
who were very well paid ~for instance, the workers who worked on the
cong truction of the pew subways, ancd that most of them are actually
exploitad and are very poar workers. Before he closea his e xplanetiom om
the 2coisl classes in Hungary, respondent says that the AVO certsinly
belonged to the Communiet aristooracy.

Asked about contect with thase groups, respondent says that as a
physician he came Into contacl with all of these groups. When he had
Jobs in towns in the province, he had g ite a bit of contact with
peasantry and, as a matter of courso, he had a lot of contact with
workers at the Ocldberger Plant - among others.

His attitodes tovard these groups could be exprossed in the following
worda :

*With the excaption of Communist Aristosracy, all of these groups

were dscent, hard-working Hunpnrddnn....peopla who had much affection
for thelr country, who heted oppresion froz the bottom of their hearts.
I 1liked tham as neople end 1 think pretty highly of them."

Heapondent feels that he balongs to the intellectuals.

hespondeant considers allthose people intellectuala who completad at
least humanistic or industrial vocatioral high schools, and preferably
those who sru ocollage greduates,

Hespondent thinks that the intelloctuals were hardest hit by Communism.

He reasons that before Commumism at least, that clamas of Hungarisn society
had 3 decent living, end had an opportunity to receive arnd retain a good
level of intellectusl edusstion and enjoy it; but now, he sayas, even
this clasa was pushed down by Communism to the pratty low level mainly
economic level of the othar classes, He likes the faet that clase
differences wmere grestly dizappesring but he would have liked to see

the general tendency umward not dowmard,
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Hsspondent wishes to remark, that although & member of the
intellectuala himnelf, he belonged to the privileped because he

. mas conaidered an expert in his field who was indispensabls, and he
says that inddspensable psopleme 80 recognized as privileged in
every soclal atrat of society. :

Asked how the differend classes felt about each other, respondent

says that as compered to the past there was a tremsndous upsurge in
developing differences that characterized the past were rapidly

disappe fuople paw sach cther much more as people than e ver befors,
People were looked down upon because they ware merchants, or because
they were sma t tradesmen, nor did the small tradesmen look down upon
the peasants amymoare. The sherp dividing lines; the wells which were

80 artificially erected against classes were mor or less destroyed,

he says.

Since respondent was & member of the historic aristooracy of Hungary
his aoctual pame heasbdmoy wos Count Of . eecesase-esse I aoled hin what

his experisnce was snd how this aristocracy was transformed during the
regime and how ite members behsved and how they were treated by other
social classsn, Hespondent gives a detailsd answer with several zomplete
examples to highlight their condidtions and thay may be sumariszad

as follown:

He doas not feal c:ﬁ}r‘;’a of giving a percentags wise breakdown; he

can only point to *different proups in aristocracy - which

ahouldn't be ealled groups, bgt thres rent attitudes of varlous
members of the nristocrscy, and as a maybe mention the opss who
fled abroads Tha ones remaining in Hungary fall into gronpa,

according to ressondent: (1) thexcikersx oivilisns who became ussful
menbers of the vorking class, or of the middle-class; (2) the group

of ingenirus neople with great initistive; (3) the break-deen cases who
didn't have the nerves to endure =nd (4) the troitors. The first group
is self-explanatory; the second group’is characterizsd by respondent

who says 1t consisted of only o few former aristocrats who had initiative
to start paw budipssses, although in the framewerk of the state bscause
they recelved no commission to have & nrivate joctwmx business, and

he mntions reslly amazing exsmples of inpenious innovations; the thidd
group 15 self-exvlonatory and tha fourth contains those who sold themscives
to Kazlsz, snd o Communism.

C. Social Advancementt! Hssponient says those individusls could pet
ahsad who either bocane Cormmists or at least were clever anough to
act as though they were Communists, end to speak very cleverly as if
they were Communists. tven thess peorle hnd to be wery foxy, but the
tmes wno did not Join the Communist Farty or olay as if they wers Comunists
needad the utmost of conning to become & person in a higher position.
He says, of talent, if it was not coupled with cunning, it had tobe
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an indespennible talent and thoroughly sxploited by the Communists.
If a talent haprened to be thoir man they did everything they could
to skyrocket him inte high position, but if the tazlent was not a
Communist, they soaght to replace him the moment he was no lenger
indaspensable. forkmbarboerk

As ad about the role of cleasa origin, he ssys that class origin was
awfully importent. Unce high—-class origin was forgiven only in & cass
where a peraon was not only a Comnunist Facty member but had to do
outstanding things for Commumnish; then he did not become a trusted
mamber of Communist aristocracy but they used him as a member of their
soclety whom they tolerated and whose name they used as a means of
propogands to say that a former aristocrat was completely converted
into a Commmist,

Respondent mntions some favarable changes after 1953 vhen Igpe Nagy
took over. This msant relaxmtion in practieally every field:

Spaiking about him as & person, respondent says, that tho.ss.ees

could gst ahesd - the coapletely unprincipled, the morally irresponsible
people who had no tackbone whatsoever,NSither people who had a bit of
independent will nor those who had a bit of indepenflent brain could

get ahsad in Hungary,

D, Favored Oroupa:

Hespondent says of course that the Communists were the favored group
in Hungary, and within the number of Communiste, it was the leacers
and AVO who ware ths most favored,

Aaked about ofher favored groups, respondent esays that he ought to
menfion those secisntists, professors and artieta, writers who acq ired
Communist Farty dsmbership besczuse they vere especially fovored, and
evan som2 among them who did not become Farly embers but sk
wara kind of fellow-travelarn.

L
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FAMILY LIFE UNDER COMMTUNISM

R._Communist affscte: One of the basic pillurs of the Commuanist
oystem, resoondent explains is the destruction of family life.
Comauniste, he says, actually hate to sss two people - even husband
and wife - the corpa of the family to be in perfect harnony with sach
othar, and if there are even more vembers of a family which is closely
knit the Comaunists are afraid of it. Hungary has pever seen such a
destrustion as in these years of Communist rule, he explaina, By
&reating euch circumstances so &s to alisnste husband and wife,
resoopdent says they certainly achieved a great desl in destroying
familiss. The mere fact that most wives were cowpelled to work bscaunes
the incom o the husband was not sufficient to live on, grestly
contributed to the destruction of familiss. Viorking women were among
other wprking men and in @ great meny cases were aliesnated from their
huabands. fe aleo mentions that youth was trained to inform on their
parunts if they listened to, for in tance, the Hadio Frea Europs ar
VOA. Ha says that Communists were the lasst successful in their
detroying peasant familiss, but they were all the more successful in

8 great many middle class familiss, and families in the workinp-olass.

Hespondent says that his on family life shaped up miserahly during
the Commnist years of their regime. After his first and ood wife died,
respondent remarried and he marriec whom he <arms a "oursa™.

Hampondent gives an account in detail how this second wife of his was
organiged by the AVO at the time when she wan hin fiance &0 becoms

an AVO inforvwer, antd how she regularly apied on him snd renarted about
his = clentific activities and his rareon2l conduct to the AVO. She
reportad g¢ven the anti-communist jokes he told friesnds. Such a joke
wap the occesion for the AVO to eall respondunt to resvonsibility in
1955. Hespondent explains that he had no knovledge ner did he surmipe
that the infermer was his wife until he found out in an AVO prison that
she was ths person whe actually caused all the sufferings he had to go
through 28 & captive of the AVD, JIRXZEEEIVINSEOINNASSMT GIThe ILXEH) T8
MEETEN A VN LB AR ESIRINFITEY Hespondent fives & detsiled
acoount on how he found out and how he way reaffirmed in his elief that
it was hie wife who betrayed him. Hs also islls the story of how he
found good ressons to obigin divoree from her and to fila machinations
ngainst her and so he flnally pot out of the prison and his wife took
his plece a8 sha waa sentenced to four years in mison."It was an
endless trapody to out to jail by my "boloved? wifs, and then to be
conpddled to unearih her misdeads end to turp them apainet her so that
at last 2he was punished for a part of sins which she had covared s
cleverly.®




¥It i only tact that prevents me from asking respondant gbout the three
tyces of familise, becauss it is so obvious what he would answer. The
story he

told in detail and I ddpesiechosmmmtvdaouboiizardost recorded in
speaks for itself.

Asked about the three types of familise, respondent says that the one that
comes closest to describing a typical Hungarian family is the third one in
thae case of which 1ife went on much as befare.

ed how children were brought up during the last ten years, respondent
says that decent, conscisntious parents had it twice as hard as befare
bacauvss they had to teach children, not only what they usually taught

them, but also to keep in vecret that they teach them tae truth about
Communism. Rsspondent aays and describes axtansively how educated families
and hunble omes alike strived to see that their children were not blinded
by Communist indootrination to truth, to goodness and to beauty. How they
tried and succeeded to instil lofty ideas and ideals in their children.

It seems L0 him that at loast the majority, if not most, Hungarian familise,
acted in this fanhion. The influence of religion, ha sdds,
was essential in such a fanily education, '

B. Sax patterps.

Agked about changes in the ways young peoples courted each other, respondent
sajd that belfore Compunism the sere fact, the basic fact that a parson ceuld
not introduce himself %o a girl, or a girl could not introduce herself to

a young man, but that they had to find & third person who mads them
aocquainted with each other waes the greatsst single daterrent to lowering the
level of peickccmamxkityx sex marals, and this was done away with completely
undar Communism, he explains,

Still talking about this point, respondent mentions that changes in sex '
adocation in public schoole did a great desl of damage and he mentions, i
above all, the book written by Magda Ligetl, and ho, enmphaaizing that he

dossn 't speak as a prude purson, but as a physician who looks at sex, not

with the ayes of 2 priest, emphasizing this, he deseribes the book by

Magda Ligeti me the most scandalous trash., "That was a book writien by

a low Communist docter, a woman who wrote this book for children z= 12

yoirs old and even younger. and among other trash, she, for instances,

advocates masturbetion for children and describes it as something wholescoms

and datailes the technigus of it for her readars. And she describas

masturbation in both sexes with the sams approval. She alledpes that

virginity is something completely outmoded and refsrs to herself, who, at

the ags of 12, took away her virginity with the help of a candle, and she

describes the technique of masturbation with the help of candlssticks in

detajl., Not consarvative parents alome, but we physicians were disgusted

and dismayed and aroused by her book. I would say that she zs & doctor

advocatad things of which sghe know well that they would be detrimsntal to

3
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youth. She advocated things which undermined, not only one's wholesome
sexmal desires and sexual 1ife, but the individuality, the personality,
of that person as well, She did these things as a dedicated Communist

to destroy the stamina of Hungarian youth. Take, for instance, the fact
that she tells children to masturbate several times a day if they wish it,
because thers is nothing harmful in that, and to incite them even mare,
she says that parents try to diesuade children from masturbatiom because
they are envious of thair children enjoying something slready at an sarly
age which they want to enjoy by themselwes. She also advocatad sexual
intercourse in children the very moment when the panis of a boy erects,
she says he can well go shead and put it, and she deascribes how, inte the

vagina of a girls."”

Still speaking of the sams point, respondent says that''the demcralization
of Hungarlan youth weant on, not only with the help of books, but also with
the help of youth camps in which boys and girls had adjecent camps and

at night sexusl intercourse was frequent. A great many pregnanciss
resulted from such camps and 1t was in these yesra that the slogan 'It is
& duty for a woman to bear a child and it is a glary for a girl' was
announced and axpounded. ¥

Frobed how much officially end how frequently this slogan was smmounced,
raspondent saye that oven in one of the heospltals he worked, this slogan
was written on the wall in the maternity ward in four different places,

and it was there in the lobby as well., The ol ogan wppeared on the walls
upen ths order of the party secretary in that hospital, he says, and he
recalle that be had great difficulty in removing them in January, 1952.

He says that this sams sign sppesred in many other places, of course, among
cthors in doctars' offices of the Oti.. (State ledical Service.) "All of
what I told you hers was s systemntic underuining of the health of
wholesome family lifa!, "respondent concludes.

Asked about how marrisges came sbout ss compared with the past, respondsnt
says that the mwmpksm compulsary medical examination that was necessary in
the docades prior to Communism and vhich served to safeguard the health

of families was done amay with by the Communists. Thus, he sxplainas,
another obstacle to precipitate marrisgess wes removed. This was one grest
change, he explains, and the other one was the faot that most couples to

be married started saxual life prior to their wxtmskiyxhedrpmawzim wedding.

Coming back to speak of Magla Ligeti's book again, respondent says he should
add to his fmwsmexooes previous remarks that this book was made s compulsary
reading in all schools in the subject matter of hygiene upward “rom the

age of 10, and vhen public opinion was so aroused, that it demandsd the
withdrawal of thin book, the government was even in a2 totalitarisn state
pressured into withdrawing it, first from being pert of a subject matter and
later it was completely withdrawn from circulation. As 2 last stsp, he
says, the circulation of that book was prohibited by court arder. But the
damsge it did in the three years of circulation (from 1951 to 1954) is
cartainly tremendous, he remarks.
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Speaking of the topic of changes in sexual morality, respondent says:
"The atmosphere that can be characteriszed by the slogan I quoted above
vee'It in a glory for an umvad girl to bear a child'...was suppossd to
result in a rapid increase of the population. Undor Anna Ratko, who
pushed herself into the position of the minister of health (whe knew

as much about heslth as a pair of boots) (Interviewer's note: A
Hungarian saying, the lack of imowlsdge) who previcusly had been a
humble worker in a textile factory, was responsible for s law that wsas
designed to make abortions completely impossible by Impoaing as hesavy
parxk punishments for an abortion as 15 year jail terms. Later, however,
the regime found out that the number of the so-called 'Hatke children'
became so tremendous thai the nurseriss and schools had difficulty in
finding room for them, and so the reglms decided that they ms= should
parmit abortions.sgmix Thus the pendulum swung into the other directiom
and now, not only medically justifisd sxsssxecbodmmiiseomars sbortions
wers conducted, ut mEmrcoomodorwspeans: Mo ic o xbrsrmeroooos
unscrupulous abortions bscams an every day metter. This law permitting
abortions was at least in part, xkk designsd to increase the state
Lreasury, but permission for a permit for sbortien hed to be bought for
250 forints at the council houses.

The role of parents in courtship, engagsment and merriage was very greetly
diminished an compered to ths past, respondant eaye. In the past, parti-
cularly the parente of a girl, had very much to say vhom she should marry
and particularly, whom she should not marry, but now, respondent says, this
wan greatly cut.

Respondent says the appearance was that there mas no prostitution under
Communism becauss it wmas ocutlawed brothela, but he seys they had to abolish
only only one type of bewthel becauss anothar type hed already been abolished in
1931 - the typs that has hot sxisted since 1831 was that of & house,sn
inptitutioin wers the girls werw employed, and the enterprise belongsd to
another person, or a family or s rxmcpany or something (the red-licht districts)
This type of house wesabolished in 1931, and sinee then the prostitiubes were
mede independentend £)ooraxfxx and they used thess brothals only ne 2 Idnd

of a meeting place with their customers. Now, the Comsunists bbolished ewen
these, but regrondent saym that wasvery harmful becauvse thus the prosiitutes

vho up hed o undargo medical.examinations twice a week and if
they vere navingVA or gnother configi~ouw desearsa, they were mxlsdx gured

40 hoapitals wijh xkfk no charge. The Commaniste marted to seeths prostitutes
"normal® persons - vhi h mesnd they wanted the workers x® and bhef pe onl &

to work as any other people at some kind of protective work/ For instance,

the Communists directed m prostitute to bocome » xind® tdxi—driver

end others to become police-women, beause they thought under mplitary
filecipline they wou;d form into wery useful citisdns. Ra;pmdmt#



seys that these things resulted in worse e”fects than the Communists could
imagine, becsuse such cab-drivers performed their business now in the taxd
cabs and such policewomon practiced their profession corrupting many a
policeman. Many of such later became prostitute cutlaws again end left
their regular jobs. Cormuniste then tried to impoas very heavy penaltise
on them, several years in Jail, for instance.

Respondent thinks that the semial morality of convinced Communizts is
different from that of the average Hungarian because they are much more

apt to have no moral principles whateoever, in any fisld of life. Naturally,
the same refers to sexunl lile, he says. He says the principle is party
line, and as that changes, so changss their entire outlook on kem 1life and
30 changes morality snd eexual morallty. At least it changes in appearance,
although, actually, he pays, they will liws as they think and as they can
afford ss enjoysbly 2a they can. They enjoy sexual life in form of extra-
sarital relations, or what hawe you. They don't have any moral laws against
that. At lsast not 1f they do it in secret, bscause party lines may be
against it and then they have to do sverything secretly.

G. Frisndship with Comaunists.

Respondent says that if a friend of his joined the Communist Party and
became & minor functionary, he would keep up the friendship with him if he
knew that that friend of his wes not a sincere Communiet, but joined the
party throught compelling circumstances, mostly those of an economic nature.
But, ha adds, evan in such a camss, he would grow sopewhat reserved toward
that friend and he would watch him far a good while to see whether ha
changes in his sttitude as well as in his perty affilistions, at least
cutwardly. If however, thet Iriend 'acomes a zealous party member,
respondent would shun every contact with him and would feel wery sorry for
that friend and would conslder it a homan tragedy.

Speaking of concrete examples, respondent says that emong his mowkiereswiwme:
Ix= in-laws, ons brother-=in-law brokes up friendship for ever with another
brothar-in-iaw becausa the other was forced to join the party. Respondant
explaina: "I knew that brother-in-law wery well, and I know that he would
rot change his attitude an iote, but the other brother-in-law did not

trust him, because he didn't know him as well, so he sevored every friendly
tis with him. PEigotry and the lack of sdaptability prevented that brother-
in-law from keeping cp their frisndship, or at lsast their friendly
relstions." Hespondent says that he Imows of a gzeat mawmy such cases.
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Respondont says that in his experisnce, it soema to him that it's the
non~Communist party sho btreaks up the frisndship.

Bespondent says thet onps can continus friendship, keeping politics out
of 1t, if both frisnds are adhersnts of a democratic party. Howaver,
it is not the case with adherents of totalitarian parties, he says.
Totalitarian parties demand and possess the entire personality, his
entire attitode,snd thus s sincere adherent of a <otalitarian party
cannot keep up friendship with adhsrente of democratic perties.

Respondant says that home—esmality spread under Uommuniem, but it was
still not significant in Fungary. Before Communism, he saye, homo-
sexuals were forbidden to have any contsct with youth and they had to
check at the police every wesk. In other words, they were under police
surveillance. They were nct punished as long as they practiced homo—
pexuality among themselves, but for the corruption of youth they were.
Nown, under Communism, he says, homo-sexuals were persscuted much more
saverely becauss just the sct of homo-sexuality wan considered g orims.
Nevertheless, he says, it spread under Communism, mainly bscause of
ovar-crowded priscns and becavuse of the generally unhappy character

of 1ife under Comnunism. There wers homo-se:mals even in the upper
ten thousandth of Commpnist party leadsrship and he brings up Zoltan
Vas, ons of the highest lenders of Communism as & typical homo-sexunl
who was known to bave helped a grest many homo-sexuals to get out of
prison. This wae possibls because, under Communism, whensver a high
ranking leader visited a prison, he had the right to free prisoners,
and thus Zoltan Vas used such wisits for Ifreeing homo-sexusl priscners
“ian order Lo Iinoresse circulstion smong homo-sexusls." Respondent
deacribes in detail how homo-sexuals are made in prisops, and he says
that he had to deal with this problem whan he was a political prisoner
himself, and had the job of & mrison physician snd waswwie recsived Lthe
assignment of working out & plan how homo-saxuslity could te curbed in
prisons. He saye that he suggested separation of homo-gexigls snd never
keeping two in one cell. But, he says, that would have invdlved too
much trouble for prison authorities, and ac they usually preferred to
put homo-saxuals into one cell. The resl sad fumiomfxmckrmmdmmtencc
sExax b eprsiwemapay et famkxik thing sbout homo-sexuality in
prison, he says, is the fact that many other people vho vere completaely
sound in body and mind, ware used as "pitchers" (& prison term, he
explains, used for the paasive partner of an active homo-saxusl) and
thus many of them are perverted. Still, in conclusion, he reiterates
his statement to the affect Lhat percentagswise, homo-sexmality was
still naglible in Hunpary,
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£. Juvenille Telinguspov.

Respondent says that Communists wers sager to term juvenile delinguency
a great many cases of political resiatance attitude. They were anxious
to improve their statistics end to show that thare mere not so many
political offenses, particularly not conmittad by youth. Thus, they
published naws about sctoal oriminal activities comnitted by youth

and not the politicsl opes and in thalr statliatics they forged statistical
duta 80 a8 to lrard & lot of political prisoners a2 criminal offenders.
At the same time, he sdunlte, thore waa jJuvenils delinguency on a larger
scale than tl:urt had been urﬂur the orevious regims, and he ascribes this
fuct to two fattors, great want and the lack of pood family asimecimex
upbringing and ths lasck of school discipline and the lack of moral
sducation in schools.

Respondent dossn't mow wmt the word jekkipooomarss: ‘hool igan' meand

‘Epeaking of Jampec, respondant says that they were = very specisl kind
ef Hungarian youth. 7They comprised antmlhr & small group which he
in inclined to term a kind of ‘'sect.' Thay were bumptious fallows, he
paye, who excelled by over-bearing behavior and perticularly by wearing
fiashy clothes, Thess wore nsually omotionally, at least somswhat,
urbalanced persons, mmdsxntmmdidpemss Tor whoa their pmlinr
of behavior and dances and dress was an escape, respondent saya.

esa young men lived in 2 =ake=belisve world of uh-ntp vestern motion
pictures and in the atmosphers represented in the popular wild west
pulp toype bocks and thoroughly hated the Comnunist world that surrounded
thewm. Since they had tueir omi umwritten lews of behavier snd of
morsl conduct, respondent sayys a reat sany of wem polonyes T e
Jmenile dnlj.nqmnt.u but probably not ag memy a8 the Communists
vantad the world to b=liave.
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VII. RELIGION

A. The rols of religion.

Respondent says that the well mown fact that relipion was cppressed
in Communist Hungary 15 no exaggeration. Thay who regularly went to
Giurch were marked persons, so-called 'clarical deviationists.' The
teaching of religion was, of course, abolished in schools and so en.
The religious presn was cowpletely annhilated. All in all, he says,
the Communist trend was certainly toward outlawing religion, although
they never got that fer. But in respondent's experience, the more
religion was oppressed, ths more it flourished in reople's souls.

He says "Ohurches in the surburbe and on the outskirts of Budapest
were naver 8o much feequentsd ss in the ysars of Communist opprescion.”
"And religion was naver so much alive in a0 many familiss as it was
under this oppression.”

Asked which religion was hardest hit, respondent says that it is very
hard to make a di ffarence, because actually they tried to hit EVEry
raligion a8 much as they could. It is dus rather to the sheer me jority
in nusbers that the Catholic religion was in the fereground of their
fight sgainst religion, he concludes.

Respondent says that religion was to a certaln extent a bulwark against
Communism. He says that it was a bulwsrk mainly iIn its striving to
k@ep up high morel standards of the population and to direct their
attention toward spiritunl values as opposed to over-all matarialism
préached by Communism. Communism hed & completely different set of
valusa, respondent says, purty lihe was good, and evarything opposed
to it was bad, and religion taught children a different met of values,
the one we know in our moral world.

E. Personal rgligious 1ife.

Reapondent thinks that religion is mn inportant factor in his lifas.

He thinks that i1t is just &s important a factor in nis 1ife as in that
cf his parents.

He thinks that he %s just sbout gs religlous as the aVerage parson
in ngﬂ:‘f:

Reapondent says thst he wae & guite reguler church goer but that he
did not observe Friday fasting because he said that it was a graat
thing to have meat and 4f they happened to have meat on Fridays he

Waa eagsr to eat it and let his family membsrs do the same.
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He emphasizes that in prayera, he much prefers to pray im his own words.
He receives the sacramesntz of Penance and Comunion about three or four
times a year.

C. The role of churches.
Hespondent is all for & complets separatiom of church and state.

Respondent sugpesta that in a free and indspendent Hungary, religion
becona a subject matter in all schoole agrin, and he also suggests
that the churches should be free to have schools of thair own.

Resporident is very much sgainst censorship of any kind, and particularly
against censorship of churches.

He 45 equally aminst any political role of churchae.

D. The Jewish minority.

Raspondent says that the Jewish religion was branded comtrary to Commmism
just as the Christian roligions were.

He says that not only Catholic bishops mnd priests and Protestant bishops
and omxuhexex ministers wers persecutad if thay spoke out baldly or sctsd
vary affactively, but the same wes trus of Jowish rabbls. Hespondant
pointa to ona of his acquaintances, a mhhi vho is now in New York City
and who was mxmsixhpxitrexkiix drapeed arocund by tha AVO on mmycesnaxkamsx
seversl occasions in several priscns.

Asked hom the Communist rule affected the Jews in Hungary, reapondsnt saye:
"Jewry, as any other social group, coneisted of many different layers, and
those behaved vory differently. There were Jews who danled their own

arped and became loyal Communiste snd thus sovered themselves [rom the
Jawish church. Those persons acld thempelves to Comunism. Put such
could be found in avery church. But there was another group, with c¢lear
brains and a clear conucience and a stronger backbone, who condamned
Communism and its sppsarances in Hungary very stronply. Hespopdant says

he talked to many a Jew of this kind, university professors among them.

The most unfortunste cose 1s that of the third group, he explains, who
bacame very active Comunista. There were toc =any ADD =mlk menbers and
officers and all kinds of Communist leaders who eithar were or had been
previously, previously had besn, Jews, he says, This actually thin

layer vho were zealous, dedicated Comuniats, he 2xzlalna, was the worst
group for the Jews and flor ths other sspments of the population, becsuse
the anti-Ssmites tried to take advantage of this very regratable fact and
thoy did take advantapge indesd, he explains. Anti-Sumitic elemsnts pointed
to the Communist lsaders In party hesdovartsrs and in the AVO and they

}
.
1
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orisd out esying 'Ihs Jews sre revenging their blood aow.' Of eourse,
stupid peopls and the uninforsed pecple were inclined to belisve these
charges and to ganeralize oruelly. The largest groupy, that of decent
patriotio Jews, dondemned very much ths zeslous Comunists end saw
clearly that it L8 not only an individual tragedy lor those persons

to sall themsslves to Communism, but that it very gravely hurts the
vital interest of Huwigarisn Jemry, because ignorant, people are inclined
to generaslize, particularly if they aro snti-Semitas to fan the fire
of bitterness and hatred.

"I talked, for instance, to Professor Jeno Erdelyi, a Zionist leader,
& parson who did very mueh for his country, not only as an outstanding
medical professor, but slso as a Hungarian vatriot, and as a men. In
our ssversl conversatlions with Profsssor Erdelyi in which we touched
on the problems of Hungerian Jews, he told mo that this group of
zeclous Communists who emaneted from the renks of tho Jews are actuslly
creating a new Hungariar anti-Semiticism end he is very much afraid

of ity The miadeeds of persons like Cabar Feter are unfartimately
blamed, not only on that perscn and not only on Communism, but also

on Hungarian Jewa, he told me. Fortunately, he was right only to an
axtent, becauso we all witnessed during the revolution that whensver
there wers anti-Semitiec notiones voiced, thers ware many other sober
elumants who silenced such irresponsible people.”

"I think that so far as s perzon can lomgodtspocoarahoey kmow Hungarian
Jewry I can, not only becsuse a great many of my colleamen were Jews,
several good frisnds among them, not oaly tecause I was a pupil of &
Jewiah achool for ymow three ysars, but also because I saved the lives
of hundreds of Jas during the Masd terror regime, acting as physician

of the Sswebwlodimyex Hoynl Swedish Embassy,"

Asked whother the attitude of Jews undarwent chanpes during the last tem
yeara, raspondent answers that it changed an awful lot, particularly the
¥iewa of thme who were icdealist Communists, of whom there were a great
many, he thinks, in 1945. "Jems on the whole are qulte quick to changa.”
Hespondent continues: "So far as generalivation is pomsidble, you might
say this was the prime resson [or the fact thet thers were so many idealist
Communists, or rather Sumkaiik Socialists, in the ranks of the Jars in 1945.
Now I am referring only to the idealist Communists, not to thoss who

Joined for thelr livelirocd. Veost Jews mers alwayz the mare interested

in new directioms in literature, in art, in sclence. Look at new fislds

of science as thoy open, you will find either Jews among those who open

it or you will find them emong those vho svamm there, They are an
extraordinarily alart group of people who zre very saldom among the
sonsarvatives, This is how, as T say, it ‘3 understandable that there
¥ere so many blea¥iwy iceslist Communists among them. All of thasse
idealists changed thalr attitudes as they realized what Communism in
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every day life looks like. Most of those revised their stance."

"foting as an officislly sppointed physician for refugses, I visited many
refuges camps end accompenied refugees trains to western countries. I had
the impression that there wers Jews more than twice as many as thelr
nationwide proportion of the population was. In fact, I am still under
the impression that there were 10 percent of these refugess who were
Jews, This fact cleary proves that zs of 1956, most of the Jews were

‘againat Commundsm."®

Coming back again to the quastion of what the motives of Jewish
Communists were, whethar there ls sny other group aside from thooe
respondent already mentioned, hHe says that there was & vary small
group among Jewa vwho ware in Tact revengeful because of the tremendous
pufferings the Jewish people wnt through during the Naszi regime. Buat,
he says, this was a small minority and you will find such a small

‘minority in any group of the population whose motives are of a low

Asked how Uows behgmed during the revolution, he says there just mocwmkx
wasn't any difference tetween Jews and Christians or any other group of

the Aungarian population, the only exception being the AVD and high

ranking Comnunist lssders. ALl the rest of the populatiocn was one in

its will to oust the Comnunist regime and to oust the Russian occupation
forces. Hespordent says that many Jews saorificled their lives for

the freedom of the Fungarian nation in the revolution end when I asked

him for personnl examples, he says that he had some personal acqueintances
among those who died, and he mentions ons of his bast assooiates in his
Seobl hospital - & Jewish woman doctor who worked pext to him with
supsr~human davotion and affection for the wounded, that was really adnirable.
Hespondent also brings up the two mechanice about whom he told us in the
story of his activities during ths revolution, two mechanicas who volunteered
to bring carbon brushes from the Goldberger plant to his hospital in the
Szobi 8%. He says thoss mechanics were also Jews. They risked their lives,
he s4ys, on more occasions later and proved heroio members of his orew.
Respondent also bringe up thet mong others he knew four dwscixh boys, one
of them a former good zequaintance of his, whom he hid in the hospital

and later in the Geldbergsr plant because ths AVO were ssarching for thom
because they had btean fresdom fighters in the revolution. One of them

was a Jew and thes others were Christians, but they all fought together.
Thess boys later {led to tho west, he adds. Hespondent still bringe up
other examples. He says that guite a number of his colleagues in the
Fational Ambulnnce Service were Jews and they did a self-sacrificing and
dedicated work for the wounded and he says the doctor who was killed at

the Abbazia Cafe, about whom he told us in datail, wae also & Jsw and

he was the first fatality of the Ambulance Service. And so was the first
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wounded, & woman doctor, Respondent sunmarises that it would be not only
unjust, but something hased on frightsned ignorance, to say that the Jewa
did not take part in the revolubtion in a similiar proportion to the

cther parts of ths population.

Eespondent says that he thinks it's conpletely unfounded to say that
Jowa would not like an independent Hungary. All his Jewish friends and
scquaintances ware very eager to see and quite a few of them fought for
sn independent Hungary.

Asked shethar Jews would not be afrald of pogroms, respondent sayo that
no Jew in his sound 1:u..nd would have any reason to be afraid of pogroms in
Fungary. There might bs a few bigots and sealots, who always think of
Jowa in terms of fighting for their lives against ensmies who are in
their syes the entire population sround them, but he =sxys that is & very
sinall minority, one that is completely negligible.
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VIII. The Hungardan Youbl)

A. Definition.

Respondent classifies peopla from 15 to 25 as Hungarian youth. This group of

young peopla became larger in the revolution and you might say that during
the revolution, boys and even girls in some cases from

10 on up to 28 telonged to the Hungarian youth which so bravely fought

in the revolution, et lsast at auxiliaries.

B. The part of youth.

According to respondant, Hungarian youth plsyed the leading role in the
revolution. He ssys that they acted as thoy did because they detasted
Conmunism and knew that it was mslcally wrong and wanted to do away with
it.

He thinks that it waz youth who took the lead, because youth is always
more elastie, and the older peneration could be intimidated more btecause
they were more cautious., Youth 1s always more elastic, has much more
initiative and much mors drive in any action, respondent says.

The clder peneration, respondsnt says, admired Hungarien youth with great
amagement and great affaction.

Hungarisn youth alsc hed a good opinion of the old peopls because the old
people were all with the revolution, at least with their feslings, and so

many of them helped a great daal, respondsnt explains.

Cv Educetional system.

Respondent's attitude tomard education is very negative, he eaye, since the
entire system has political owiedkescomEx overtones it is no more the

right thing, and he thinks that a complete ovarhaul would have to be

carried out sfter Communism was @bolished. Folitical education is
particularly dangerous and objectionable in the first few years of schooling.
He says the true, the pgood and the boautiful which ought to k= the real
values, were done away with, and adharence to party lire becams the mejor
objective of adunation.

Asspondent says thset his experience in medlczl education was that the anes
who were great Uarxists wera supposed to become good doctors and were
favored through and through.

Asked about his personel experiences throuph his daughter, respondent says
that he ought to reitarate what he said about educating chlldrem on the
ona hand in & vary narrow polltical term, and on the other hand they taach
them not freedom but license in the moral fisld. He also saym that ths
workload of studying material became much heavier in the upper gradss,
particularly in high achool., The worse thing sbout sducation =qs,




respondent continues, not the individual child,who was astually Judged
according to his performances, not even sccording to his politicel
performances, but it was his entire mokground. Thus, if hils parents
were classified as unfavorable, the child had to suffer a great deal.

It mas never the child alone who was the subject and target of educationm,
it mas he as well &5 his parents end his eotire fandly and the past of
that certain family.

Asked about restricticn upon vocation choics, respondent says that they

lie in this field as wall ae in others. Tho Heds claim, he says, that

they have talent examining institutes and that those declde who ghould be
andmitted to wiat department of college or university, but, he says, these
institutes are enpgsged in many other types of work, but certainly not

in work of objectively analyring a person's fadmviooodomsd talent, he adda,

Respondent has a very low opinion of vocational high schools. He says that
in the apprentics schools of the former regimss, there was more taught
than in vocationsl high schools of nowadays. Frobes, however, clesred
the misunderstanding. Ha didn't mean to spsak of apprentice schools, but
the equivalent of vocatiopal high schodlz thet existed prior to the
Comnmunist regime. Asked about education in msdicel aschools, reapondent
paya that it vms much below the atandard of the medical achools in ths
pras preceding Communiam. He says that in his experience, the newly
trained medical studenta were very poor, both in thelr theoretic and in
their practical knowledge. They lacked profound knowledge as well as
practical know-how, he claims,

dpeakdng of ths professors politically, respondent says they were very
differsent, according to individusl, and they could be divided into a
group which was immune to Communism but wise enough to bshave in a way
that left them in the ir positions. There was another group of professors
who pretended tc ts Comunists but were actually not, and thare was &
third group of pusheru, who were apple-polishers and political sealots.
But this latter group was very small, he saya.

Speaking of thelr compstancy, respondent says that the competance of the
older professors is beyond question, but most of the ones who becams
big shots @s & favor of thas reglme are very sub-stendard.

D. Indoctrination.

The reaction of Hungarian youth to indoctrination was, respondent pays,
that they weres bored to death in classes of larxism, they clearly realized
what the trieks of ths indoctrination were. They discussed things amorng
themsel ves, even very small children, and descided what they sccepted and
what they didn't. They were particulserly disgusted with hearing 00 many
liesa in Communist ideclozy and at times they laughed sbout those and at
timas they were zngry.
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Respondaent thinks that indoctrination failsd because the Hungerian
people and Hungarien youth in it are mature and like to think with
thEiI‘ o hﬂﬂdﬂ:

He also says that the basic fact that Hungarian families wars, in most
cases, very closely knit, and that the family hearth played such an
important role, that they discussed things freely in the family and
with the great unchangeable truths of life in view, was very greatly
instrumental in saving children from the pitfells of Communiat
education,

Hespondent says that thare was only a2 very small layer of Hungarian
youth which had accepted Communism in the boginning. Later they were
scbered up by reality, he said. Asksd who these were, respondent says
they wers children of parents who, according to their tslents and their
ambitions, ought to have been higher mmxkhw in the social structure of

Hungary.

These stopped sympathiring, he says, after they recogniged how mistaken
they were and this was the gradual process.




9L -M XI1/ad (10a)
HLR

IX. UAJOR DISSATISFACTIUNE AS FilT IN sVERY-DAY LIFE

Privations, starvations were a particularly important source of major
dissatisfactions, respondent zays. The general sinking of the living
standerd, and, of course, the terror, he says, the Insecurity of life
andl the lack of freedom even to speak or to worship. "The Divire Light
power of the ADD and of the Comunist party as ascting through the

ADO was unbearable.”

Asked about major armoyineces, respondent says that thse constant
injustices, small and big, armoyed people more than anything. Another
reason was the fact that they were not allowed to own,particularly
peasants were very nuch annoyed by the fact they were not permitted to
ovn lend and even livestock, according to how much devotion they put
into their work.




oL =i /45
HLR

%« THE ECONOMIC LIFE

A« The standard of living.

Raspondent says that he got along financially exceptionally well during
the last years in Hungary. His income was particularly extracrdinarily
high during the vears while he worked for the Construction Entarprise of
the sulway system 2s a physiclan, le says that he had food, clothing
and housing as good &a a y decent Bungarian could have had during these
ysara, and he in fact owred a car of his o and his former posseasions
ware talken away only gradually. Bub even after his fommer possssalons
vers seimed, he still had a very siszeatle income.

He saye that his car was » luxury item in Hungary and ths upkesp of his
own family home. Anc, an a matter of courge, he says, his villa at
Laks Balatom.

Ha found it most difficulit to keep hin car in good shape and alwsys have
enough fuel for it, bacause gasoline wus rationed and even doctors had
it somewhat difficult in obtaining the uecessary maount.

Els standard of living changed a great deal, ha feals, since 1945. &

fhen asksd what in particular is miesed, he starts laughing as says that
ix it would taks too much tims to smumsrate everything if he tried to
compare his extraordinarily high standard of living prior to 1945 when
ha moved around in forelen countriss in his own car. He emphasires again
that his living standard was still very high and hz had more difficulty
hiding from the ADD that he still had a very high Living standard than

in not satisfying his wany desires. Has brings up an example how people
mara® watched who spent too freely. Hs says that ha went to a lusury
rastaurant two days in & rowm and the second day he was cautioned by the
mamager of that restauvrant, who happensd to be an old acqguaintance, that
he should not appesr very soon again bocause the AVO officers whe sew him
en both days had already inquired about him, asking how it was poasibles hs
had so much memay to spend.

Respondant's living standard and that of his family was the highest in
1948 and 1949 and kikm Loven: (rom '52 to 'S3 when his living standard
started shrinking to the lowest spot which was in 1955.

cpeaking of a family that was better off than any othsr, respondent says
i1t was cartainly that of the party secretary of his plant. That man
Lived such a high life, he says, as a particularly well-off ariastocrat

in previons eras. He had cars of the plant at his disposal and had a
car of his own and he lived in a lwwmry building on the Horsadomb,
(Interviewer's note: Connidered the most lumrious residential area of
Budapest.) He had more then one domestic help, he says., His wifs workad
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only up until about 1947 and from then on she played a great lady, he
B8¥u.

Respondent says that the sinking of living standard is due to the
bankruptey of an economic 1life. That in turn is dus to 2 basically
wrong economic policy, an exploitation of the working class and the
investmant of trementous suma in misteken or wrong projects, The
Communist regime, he said, has tried to maks almoat overnight an
industrial country ot of en sxwimmk agrarian country. In agriculture,
&8 well aa in industry, private initiative was killed of f complately
@énd he thinks that under such circumstances it is a wonder that Hunpary
could get slong sconomlically even as well asz it did.

Bo Income.
In 1956 respondent esrned 4200 forints per month.

Respondent says that all in all, spproximataly 30 to 32 per cent of his
income was deducted for peacs loans and five-year-plan loans pnd all
kinds of other things.

Hespondent says that he received sissable premiums on two occesions.

Un one occasion he claims he ought to have received several hundred
thousand forinte but ha receivad only 24 thousand for innovation.

One innovation of his concarned part of the operation of the
construction of the new subways and with the help of his innovation,

the state saved several million forints and he ocught to have received
scocarding te standing regulations asveral hundred thousand, But at
long laat he roceived on 24 thousand. Another suggestion of hie, which
became an innovation In the oparation of this submay construction systam,
gsaved many millions of forints, he says, and he ought to have received
parhaps even & millien forinis, he claims, but he actually received only
32,000 forints.

hsked about sscondery income, respondent ssys that mest of the time he
held two jobs, like Befare the revolution he worked at the Goldberger
plant and for the Mational Ambulance Service, and whan he worked befare
for the subway construstion anterprise, at the sgme tims he also worked
on the maternity ward of one of the hospitals. u¥ost Hungarian physiciana,
he says, held two end scue, quite a few, even throe jobs at once. He
elso had a private practice most of the time, and in 1950, he says, he
had as many patients aa can be described by the fact that usually there
were ten to 12 people in his waiting room. But by 1953 and 1954 he had
only tme or thres people in his waeiting room; most of the time. Privats
practice was systematically ruinsd in his caee, as well as in the case
of tha doctors generszlly speanking, he says.

Unly respondent worked and received an income in his family.
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He had no wags increases over the last live ysars. In faet, he says, his
wapges ware cut.

Co Frices.
Reopondent 's family bought food at state siores.

Respondent and his family bought elothing and other necsasitiss in state
stores and he himself had his eclothea uswally tailor-made.

He sayes that the svailability of consumer poods wao very often lacking
because of late deliveries or cother snarls.

It was pretty difficult to get fairly stancard spare parts.

Leather goods, he says, were partloularly in short supply. &o ware
many kinds of textiles, pmrtitmularly flamnsl goods.

Hespondent laughs when ssked whether there was a Ylack market: Of course,
he says, ever since 1945, and sven during the Nami regime thers was planty
of black market.

He thinks that the black matket was pretty wall orpanised,

Hs says that there ware tremendous differences in the quality of goods
in the opsn markat and in the black market, and he saya that prices
differed a8 much as from 100 to 200 per cert.

He says that legal outlets often refuned to sell gonds unlass buyers paid
a higher mrice and that a great many retaillers were imprisoned because
of this mractice.

Black market salling was punished with two and three yvear prison terms, he
nays,

D. Working conditions.
Asked to deacribs whal te actually did, respondant says that he prafers

to descrlibs his getivities at the conatruction sntarorise of the naw
subway systam, because he was employed there for the longest periocd,

He was in cherge of organizing the entire health plan of this gsulmay
construction entarprise. Thie was such a special field, he says, that
it might fill a great msny pages tc duwsacrile it in sny detail. He wes
& nember of the imbccmt Inter-dinistry coimission. He wes supposed
to work five hows a day entd uvsually e worksd sight to tém to twelve
hours. It sven happaned that he worked for 18 houre a day, Lecause
bis working time incressed as ths cbligations in connsction with it
increased as the company grew bipper. Bven after he went homa, liea says3,
he constantly received calls ssking far his decisiona, All in sgll,

he says effectively, he was on duty almost 24 hours a day. This was
mainly becanse ha hed to organire and to train a specisl staf? of
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physicians for treating all the diseases and complications which occcured
in workers who worked in high pressure chambers, ns the subway was
constructed, After he mansged to train B physicinns, his working time
agiin became 10 and later 8 howrs a day. It was only then that he again
vorksd part time as an obstatrician.

Asked whether his working copditions changed when he worked in part as a
plant physician of the Goldberger plant and as a head physician of the
&k Ambulance Service, he says that his working conditions becams even
harder. He worled eight to ten hours at the Goldberger plant and usually
algo eight hours or 80, not svery dsy, but most days, at the Ambulance
Service.

Respondent says thet he worked for the subway construction entarprise
because he had had s very special treining as a physician treating
special disesses connscted with working in high pressure chambers.

Respondent says that he had excellent relations with his co-workers.

dpeaking of his superiors, he says thot his worst supsrior was the
minister of health, because he was not an expert in that fisld at gll,
but played very important and tried to esteblish himself as a very great
authority. But, he says, he usually had very good and relaxed relations
with his inmediate superias.

Speaking of the compstence of his immediate superiora, he ssys that they
were engineers who had been trained prior to the Communist era and they
were absolutely unquostionable masters of their fisld. They were great
authorities in their field, he says. Speaking of his superior at the
ambulance service, whose name was Crevecz, he says that his compatence
was very low, but he was a Communist =nd this was why he hold a high
position.

Much as he had to work, he says that he was actually satisfied with his
Jobs, in fact, he was very much satisfisd with thom, because thay
sgtisfied his actual interest and were in the field of his special
treining.

He thinks thet his follow workers at the subway conssruction anterprise
wel'e very good after they received the special treining end the same is
true about his colleagues at the ambulance service and also of his
colleagms at the meternity wards at which he worked. All thess
phynicians, he adda, hed received thair training before the Commmist
regime and thay were skilled and conscientious. He found faults only

with the"recently trainsd" physicians, who had much less Inowledgs and aidll.
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He happensd to have superiors who praised his work znd acknowledged his
special merits, he seys. BPut his only real Communist boss, OUravecs,
had the attitude of n real Commumist and he nsver knew such a thing as
peroonal good relations amd never was thoughtful enough to praise his
CO~TOTiers.

5 Speaking of the vacation, health and compensation programs, he says that
the program wns very nraiseworthy and that the vacation program became
bet ter and better every year. Health program wes really esmcellent, he
says. Coming to spesk of old age pensions, he says that was only =
starvation wage or pension and that was the only sore peint in this

[!I‘.'ﬂmﬂm
B. Agriculturs.

Respondent preferred to live in a large city. With his specislined field,
he says, he was much botter off there than somswhere In the country.

He says that agricultural workers had a better diet than city workers.
He says ths sape sbout the ganaral standard of living.

He says that, even politically, peocple in thes country had 1t much better
becsuse the system of secret police informants was much tighter organised
in the city.

Tihen collactivization was first introducsd into Hungary, respondant expacted
only tad resulte.

His current opiniom is that collsctivisatlon got the country on the brink
of economic disastar. He thinks that well-to-do peasants objocted more
- to collectivization than the lesa well off peassnts.

He heard that collectives wers dissolved in 1953, aflter & history making
spesch of Imre Magy. He says that this was g well-known fact and thers
is no point in his telling from whom he heard it. Hes said that tessants
were oajpr to dissolve collectives and start agair individual farming,
because thay hopad that {reedom wuld reign from then on, and that they
could enjoy the fruits of thair omm lsbor.

heked what agriculturel system he would likke to ses in an indspendent
Hungary, respondent mmpx gives a very detailed, bul momewhat vague, answar.
In an attempt to summsrize this, I think T can meke the following
conclusions of what he tries to say. He thinks that madker agricultural
holdings, farms,smaller than 40, 50 ar 60 mores, ars out of question. He
. thinks that any smaller farms are completely unprofitable and are a terrific
waste of man-power and amount to a tremendous economic loes. He thinks
that farms should &8 & rule not be smaller than absut 40 to 50 acres, and
most of them should be mixkimxxiza from 50 to 100 gerea. Such ferma should
be the basis for a new peasantry way of life. At the same tims, he aleo
favare larger holdings, up to 1500 to 2,000 scres. He thinks that peopls
who had such farms or lande bought from their ksgsxiymess lepally justifiad
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income, should be giwven back the fruit of their honest work. If paople
inherited such an amount, or even largar, only a broken psrcentage of
their inherited land should be given back to them, and that broken
percentage should coms about by the imposition of very heavy progressive
taxation, ipheritance tayes, Hespondent aleo thinks that state farms,
very large onas up to ters of thousands of geres, should be established,
functioning as model farms, and ho expects a very large profit from such.
Bapic in his ideas are tro consideraticns. First of all, that no
individual fayms swaller than about 40 te 50 scres should exist. Second,
that ways should be found that sgricultural workers, hired hands as

wall ae seasonal workers or day workers should receive very good wages and
should bs indepsndent citisens. That is to say, not hired hands as large
astates had them in Hungary, living in houses provided by the landlord
smbampirkwigoa bt msisenonranoedodeest: and, economically speaking,
at his tender mercy. He thinks that sagricultural workers should be as
independent and should be as well protsoted as industrial workers, whether
they work on small farms or large estates. It alaoc sppears t0 be basis

in his ideas that individual owmers should not own estates larger than
sbout 2,000 acrea. (Interviewer's note: Consistant as respondsnt seems
in most points, on this point he seems not to have settlad things in his
omn mind. Hs tends to faver wvery large estates, and rather in the hands
of the state, than small farms in the hands of individuals, although hs
mphlti.;u agein and again that he is completely sold on the free enterpriss
system.
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XI. THE FOLITICAL LIFE

A. Before 1948.

Speaking of his interest and participation before the war, respondent
says that he did not actively participate in political 115! was Tas
interested, ae hs thinks most common citizens were at that time. He
says that he was vary much opposed to the agressive policles of lasl

« Ha hatad the Harl system as such and that he bitterly demounced
their imperislistic policiss. le hated to see how low the ctherwlise
cultured Cermun people sank under Naei rule and how they pursued a policy
of inhuman ideas and practices. This was ths main reason, he says, that
he becams a physician of the Hoyal Swedish Embassy, snd recognising
thet Hungarian Jewry becam2 more and more underdogs in a terrific struggle
of world dimensiona, he was sgger to help &8 many of them as possible.
Hundreda of Jewiah familiss, he recalls, wera put undsr the protaction
of Sweden through the activities of tha Swedish Embaszy, and he, as &
phyelcian, was in chargs of handing over documents extending this
protection of Swaden to hundreds of Jewsish families, and was responsible
for msesing that even families which were already on trains bound for
concentration campy In Carmany went baok to their homes unmolsstad. Ha
saw to it that their heslth was protected.

Still speaking of his peolitical attitude during the war jyears,
respondent says that he sympathized most with the Social Democratio
Party, although he was not 2 card carrying member of bhat party, he
felt closest to thom. In fereign peolicy, he sympathized with the
attempts of ooy Fromisr fellay, who was anxious to guit the Nasi-
German alliance and join the wastern zllies.

Speaking of his political sttitude after the war, respondent says that

in the beginning he sympathised most with the Social Democratic party,

but, as he saw the elemsots in that party who wished to collabercte
closely with the Communists getting the upper hand, his sympathios went

to the small holders party. Later however, he was disappointed sesing that
the small holders party became impotent and by 1947 he voted for thae
tessant party.

He apys that his father's sypx sympathiss wers just about the same as hie.

deppondent remembered his experiences with Communism in 1618 and 1919 ns
a young child, and as a child he saw kixm terrcr as the main charactaristic
of that regime. He had first hand knowledgs &s a child of amful acts of
terror, of massacres, comitted day after day by Commmists. Hin
experiences were suffigisnt for him, h2 says, to deteat Communism and
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anything closely connected with it.

Befare the war, respondent kept deteating the Cosmunist party. He knew that
it was outlawed and he thought that it was natural that so few people
belongad to 1t and he thought with awe and diamay of the moment whan these
would assums power, with the help of the Soclet Uniom.

During the war years, respondent says, he certainly hated Hitlarism, but
he thought that Communism was even worss, and the same went for the
Hungarian Comaunist perty.

Since 1948, respondenl says, everything that waa only a feeling before
about Communism became stark reality in hias nind and he saw his worst
expectations and fears completaly Jjuatified.

Be £ rkt rl 5

Spealing of who the Communist party menbers were, respondent says that

he would like to go buck to 1945, why people joined the Comwonist perty.
He says that ssgooexwime a numbsr of workers and even, although smaller
number, of intalligentia joined the Comsunist party because they eincersly
sxpected pomething good of it. Soms people hopad thet the social changes
that ware 8o necassary in Hungary, would be brought about by the
Communists and others just saw scmething new in it and they knem well that
Hungary needed great reforms and they expected a much better new ere from
this new system. Another large group, he says, were the onas who Joined
because thay hoped that their living would ba sscured this way. Meny
people recognized, he says, that the protection of the Communist party
would be the safest thing for them to assums.

Asked about his actusl contacts with CF membars, respondsntssays that as a
head physician of the submay construction enterprise, he met a great mmny
party membars. Fortunately, he adds, he was not forced to have any closer
contact with them politically speaking.

In his experience, most party members, particularly the ones who joined
the rty for securing s living snd those who sought somsthing new in

it and expectad great and good reforms from it, reslised more cleaarly
gd time passed how the Communist party was ruled by lies and tricks of
g£ll sorts; and monstrous misiakes. He says party members confidentlally
tnlkad over these findings among themgelves and as a result of such
confidential conversatiomns, they grew coapletely dimappointed with the
part linse. Only the persusded Communists, or rather, part of the
persuaded Communists, and most of the unserupulous careerists remained
untouched.
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Speaking of changes, respondsnt peints %o basic Communist party tactlcs
in going two ateps forward and one step back, and again thrae steps
formard and ons step back, Ferlods of outright terrocr were relleved
by brief periods of relaxation, he says. During the perlods of
relamtion, he coniinues, ths Comunists were able to find out who
their oppenents were and they found an opportunity to resliss what
their vulnaratls podnis were. After such periods of relamation,
respondent says, they were anxious to stamp out every opposition that
ravaalad itself,

Respondent was gware of very sarious differsnces within the perty, and
he also had knewledge of how ralantlessly they wiped out such differences.

Speaking of party morale, respondent says that the Communists who felt
confidence toward hinm and revealed their feulings had very stromg
criticimm toward party lsadership.

Speaking of party norsls, respondent points out the fact of which he im
canvinoed, that tho Hungarian Communist party was completsly dependent
on what regulations and directives thay received from lMoscow, Party
morale changed sccording to thess dirsctives, on the one hand, he says,
and on the other hand, a9 a reaction to such directives. The momantouvs
events in Rusala sfter Stalin's death complately determined what was
going on in Hungary. Everything that happened in Hungary was only a
consequence of what was going on In Sowiet Rnssia, he saym, sc far as
the Hungarisn Communists are concermed. OSummarid ng, he says that just
as many Hungarian Nasis tried to outdo Hitler, thus many Comunist
Hungarian leaders trisd to outdo even the Russian lesdars.

Speaking of the top leadsrs of the Communist party, respondent says
that the top lasders, practically speaking, mean the Central Farty
Committee. They are animed at only ome thing, he saym, namoly, ab
imposing all Communis t party ideas and pelicies in every way posaible
with the help of terror ss well as cunning,

Speaking of the motives of the individual top leaders, respondent says
thet ona ought to go person by person, and mmgemioromwiclskhmoiTromax
macsbocrosxenpks the ultimate motive of the individusl is his lust for
powsr and his lust for high 1lifs and posgession and evarything that
satisfies an agotistic humen being in the way of recognition, admiration,
fama, glory and so on. Peychiatry and psychopathology have pood caae
material in these Communists top leaders, respordent says. Take for
instance, Revai, he is s typical example of a schiscid personzlity.

Hs 18 a perfect example of & eplit persenmelity. Another type 1s Zoltan
Vas. With the greatest of cunning, being snxious to hold se ssmt many
earthly possessions as possible and to smuggle them cut of the country.
He is a capitolist at heart. Rakosl is & msglomsniec and a Caesar-omaniac,
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There are others with tremapdous inferior complexas who seek

compensation forr thase in sadism. Such was, for instance, Gabor Peter.

He hees well ae othecrs had the ocomplex of gnome« One must not overlook

respondent goes on, that there are real fanatics among these top leaders-

ons of thess is Erno Cero, He doesn't behave like & nsophyte aristocrat.

Ha cartainly doss not. This man relentlsssly pursues the policies of

mei sn without s=eking any personal gains. He is a blinded, dedicatsd
tic.

‘Spesaking of the difference between the motives of rank and file members

and those of the leadarship, rescondent says that by 1955-56 most

rank and file mombacs ware motivated by the need for daily bread for

“themsglves and for their fapilies, much more than by anything. Besides,

he says, rapk and file assbers wers coapletely subordinated to the '
actual leadership and taey s&w mo way of getting through the barriers |
imposed upon them by thair leaders. Tha top leaders are motivated by

all kinda of pathological complexss and the reletion between the two i

that of compleste subordination. Meither Communist orgsnization nor

‘Communist persorality know coordination, respondent concludes.

Communists should te trisd in & Hungarinn Court which I
however derives its possrs not only from the suthorisstion received from
the Hungarian peools but also from the tenedts of intarnationsl law.
‘On the basis of international lew, he says there behaviour and all of their
desds should be j/udged on the besis of laws existing during their
regime. Their own lawa should condemn them, he muggoets.

C. Qpoosition:

Resporxient says that "guiet sabotape " van montly prevalent in the
attitude of the Hungarian meopls zs an answer to Communist oppression.
Thera were some outright sabotage acts but they wers seldom commited.

Respondent thinis particularly much of tho cases of the opposition

which were not planned at all, but were canss of pervous collapse in

which the person acted on the matursl impulse ho had and forgot about
consideration, Peopls lost self-control in a grest many casass and

slapped their bouses in their feces or Inocked out Farty superiors, eto.

Respondent ambwsises that in such caszes 14 was not ths person who actually

recaived those slaps in the face, but rather the aystem. He says thst he

met a great many mrisopsrs who were Jjadled be-anee of such positive acts.

Loud compla ining changed respondent seys according to the general atmosphere
prevalent. He thinks that peolitical jokes of which there were hundreds

and hundreds, hz says, wers the most prevalgunt form of mentel opposition.
Hespondent, guotea zeveral typicsl examples of such "murderous™ political
Jokes, (Interviewer's note; It s only because I am under strict orders

to cut material as much as possitle tha' I do not quote amy of thess
political jokes)
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After giving {lustrations, respondent says that such politicdl)
jokes were recopnized as dangercus weapons sgainst Communism by

by Communiat leadsrsthomselves, and this is why people were sentonced
to four or five years in jJail for the simple talling of such jokes.

Respondant says that ¢prosition mhaviour perticularly such mental

oppoaition as he spoke of, was particularly prevalent in the middle

clasgs Certainly, in the beginning = in the 50's howaver, workers

took ower and they discussed things unafraid even in street cars and

in buses; in a dMtterly complairing manner. Cppostion behaviour was

respensibles, he consludes, more than anything far the Hungarian noolety

becoming sumathing we may call clasegless socisty. Feople shared

these jokea, namely, he says, ard became one in spirit, Oppoaition i
behaviour had wawves, tides and ebbs, respondent says, but it never

ras reduced to w=ro. l

Raspendent says that he heard of the activitiss of the intsllectuals

and he thinks that they are triggersd the revelution. In the

intelloctunl sense, at luast. He mentions the Petofi Circle as the -
greatest raww among intellsctual opponsnts of Communism, and he says |
that it enjoyod a grast reputation and people axpected much of 1t,

He goes tlack in time and says that intallectual opoosition was wary

strong and on awry high level in the Catholic weekly UJ Embor in

the first few ywars after 1945, and UJ Ember was liquidated by the

Communists. Coming babk and spesking of 1956, respondent mentions

Irodalmi Ujsag triad to deciminate the ideas that were forced in the

Petofl Cirocle. He describes concrets sxamplen = how unbslisvably popular

and pought after Irodalmi Ujsag wes.

Spoaking of the Petofi Clrcle, respondent says that it consisted mostly
ef writers and of sensible political thinkers. Thedr meetings wers very
popular because they darsd to propounce the desires and criticism of the
nation. They becams a kind of Parliament, he ocxpleins, representing the
will of the nation. Practically svarybody identifisd himeelf with the
Patofi Circle. hespondent heard about the scasions of the Petofi Circle
from frisnds, but he never mana;ad find time to attand.

fie thinks that those intellectuals of whom wo spoak mainly volced the
desires and demands of &8 pation but ho eays that they hac moms
individusl ways of doing so. They functioned slmost sas the sumsardeing



committee -~ & poll type institutes

HRespondent thinks very highly of these intellectuals and he saye
thay are greatly rasponsible for the great turn in Bungarian history,
Beexirigopoinioortsickeh  which vas highlighted by the revolution.

Hespondant says that those intellectoals stood up against the regime
for the same reasons as svery sound-ninded Hungarian did, and he
gays that in the above paragrapha he describad their attitude well enough.
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THE APPARATUS OF PONRR

Ao Ths secret police. Speaking of AVO men, respondent says that
parsunded fanatic Communists mere only in the higher leadership of
the AVOD, Host of the AVO members could agein be described in terms
of hisrerchy, maniacs and sadists and all kinds ofschizos to be found
among thaam "It would be impossible to arganine a larger horde of
mscrupvlous individuals than were to be found in the AVO.P
Bespendenty says "praciically speaking all of them were

mpicks mggeiche psychic, ruthless, relentless, beastiality and sadism
mas more characteristic of them then anything else. They enjoyed the
groatest posaible power on esrth, snd the greatastpossible meterial
advantages. Their last highest national lesdsr nsmed Plroa was

alpo a ruthless dadist.

espondsnt was arrestad and impriscned for political reasons on more

than one occaslon., The first time, he wns arrestad in 1945 on charges

that were later proved to be falee, and ths motivation of his informer .
was professional jealousy end miky petly envy. It was a physican who |
lived in the same house. (spartment house) He was charged with |
collaboration with the Osrman occupation army becauss thore was

8llegedly & German patrol that fired from the balemy of his apartmont

on the incoming Russian troops. Fortunately, he says, thore were soms

oighty Jems who were among those whom he eaved as physician of the

Swadish tmbanny who went to testify in his fevor. H- had seved thoss

people, he says, during the Faei Hagime beosuse he had declared that

A certain apertment house had bean transformed into an infirmary housing

only very serioms ill parsons who were unfit for deportation. Une among

those organined these sighty veople and the consaquance of all the

testimenies the charges were dropped.

Respondent describes in great detail what incredible suffering hs want
through until he got to the trail where charges weras dropped. dantioning
several more or lesn Inown methods of AVO torture, respondent mentions
one that I think thet I should report because ot mo at least it has

been unknown so far. Ha says that in one of the besemsnt rooms of the
AVO prison, thera were two mulx hundred anpd eighty prisoners standing
and sitting for ovar & month in about five to six inches of human manure
that was inpert intentionally poured in by AVO and inpart produced by the
prisonsrs. In another rom, he smyr he saw people jammed in the sams
manmer s Maci's jamsed Jaws when they deported them in cattle cars.
That spscisl treatment was alloted to Hasi leaders and the roasoning
behind was that they should suffer the same t restment they gmve their
victima.
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Speaking of mere AVO expsrisnces, roepondent says that he

as a former Gount, a member of the praticularly heted aristocracy
was particularly liabls to AVO arrests. On on® occasion, he eays,

he was arrested becauss he was reportsd ae having told a politicsl
Joke. feomtiidcom When he won arrestad because of this political
Joke, ho mas Limediatély taken to Ssunakalle, s mhmpckmmm mining
town in Borsod where he had to direct the rescue oparations in a
tremandous mine dissster. Ye contends that ths arrest bscause of the
political joke was much more of a pretense than the real reasons Ha
thinks that the Comunists pesded him -~ an expert in subterreanous
health matters because of his years &5 head physician of the subway
copatruction works - and they wanted hi' to serve as slave labor.

Un that occasion he was detained for three months and it was the
Minister of Coomunications = Bebrics - who in turn freed him and
ordered hism to continue his work with the submay construction mmarks.

Sctoopedichronfcosx  projects.

S5til1l speaking of nhis personal experiences with the AVQ, r sspondent
says that hie longest arrest was 10 months, and he started the ten
momthe in®55 and he wes freed only in '56. The charges included a
renewal of the charges made before because of political jokes, and now
the m in charges wore that he didn't ey any tsxes after his land holdings
that had been confilscated by 1950 . They asked for back taxss of five
years, snd they charged him non-complisnce. dare than that, thay
demanded him to pay back taxes for his pharmacy, and since he didn't
comply they arrested him. By them he had sigoad for fifisen thousand
forints of five-year -plan loan ard z= the sum had been deducted from
his salary, they still wanted him Lo my immense amounts as back taxes.
After ten monthe, he was discharged bocause at that time thers was 2
wave of rehabilitations as a comsequence of the retrial of Rajk, and he
was proven irnccent and his wife had mearwhile heen proven quilty and
she, =ths AVO informant- was sentemnced to a jail term.

Asked about AVH men who wanted to leave the AVH and who suffered remorse
and #0 on, respondont saye that he know such, He completely mentions one
cage of & man who never had boen a Comunist and who wantad to get out
of the AVH, but he says that he was a decent parson who was raady to put
dosn the true confessiom and he saym that undar AVO eircumstances that,
vas the greatestghing n prisoner could ever hope - AVH ware hardly human
beings even in interrogation, he says. He was one of the men who
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managed to get out of that dread organization. He mentions another

one who feld to the West in'49 and before he escaped he talked to
respondent and told him how bad he felt about his having been thmx

in the framework of the AVD. Respondent sentioms another example in
which he talks to an AVD man who explained his terrible plight ; how

he tried to do good with the rrisoners and at the sams time hemixk
tried to save his own skin s0 88 not to be detectad as being humans.

As the most interpeting example, he mantions & former grade-school class
mate of his who tried great cunning to word the records of tha AVD
priesoners in a wsy that could help them to escaps the worst,

In & free and indepsndert Fungary, respondant says the sams should
happen to members cof the AVH aa he suggested be the lot of the
Communiat top leaders. The main thing be smpheaises is individual
troatmnt and in completely objective end independent courts.

As to the regular police as compared with the AVH, r-spondent says

that whersens the AVH consistad of former ori-irale, end all kinds

of pxywis peychic csees, the rogular police corsisted of common

people who vent Lusir to sarm 8 living, bot be adds he heard in -’
1955 that in that ysar the AVH mixed up the renks of its orn mombers 1
and of tha regular police so as to hide the identity of the t rained .'
AVH men evenmore. This was aleo dome becaunse people were not afraid

of the rgular police whereas the AVO wes tantemount in people’s minds

with the worst of terror. This is one thing respondent sxplains that

unfortunstaly was not known during the revolution -~ that thers ware

innocent regular police members in AVD uniforms, and vica wersa.

There were AV0 msmbers among police officers of the regullar ice.

Respondent thinks that regular police cn the whole is pretty
compatent particularly certain departments of it, 1ike the dapartment
of crime detention and prevention and the econcmic department. He says
that there were many police of ficers and policemenf from the previous
era who remeined among the members of the regular palice.

Asked about the role of the regular police during the revolution, he

says that tbe main charscteristic for the role was that whorsas tha AVO
chenged to civilian clothes because they had to hide and to sneak, members
of the rggular police remained in their uniforms throughout the revolution,
and they remained on thoir posts. Hespondent refers to several expsriancea
of hie during the revolution which all attest to the fact that the

regular police on the whole was on the side of the rewvelution. Among
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in
others he mantions a case which fifteen or trventy policemsn handad
ovar their weapons to students who were freedom fipghters and
respondent was an eye witnssa to thin case.

B. Tha Couris:

Respondent sgye that the Fumgarian penal code determined the Xmk
fate of rich amxd poor alike and that courts were indspendent of
government and everything elese. Frobed whether the same was true
about oivil suite, respondent says that if there was anything wrong
that wasn't the fault of jJjudges and justices but rather of lawyers.
He recalls that ome of his uncles was a superio. court judge for a
while and at flast a supreme court justice. If there was any trouble
in law suits of a poor peasant or worker the trouble wrs with the
lawyers bescause there were wery few who worked for nothing for a
worker, or for very little, or if they did, very few of them actually
did their level bast for a Little or a large sum. :

Speaking of the Fecple's Courte of 1945-47, respondent says that he

is singularly favorable position to talk about 1t; he himself was one

of their prisoners and for apmroximately for two months he was the prison
doctor of the prison of Contl Strest where the people had to stand trial
in the People's Courtn of Budapest who were held undsr arrest. He,
himself mas also under arrest and because he was a physlcian he was used
aspriscn doctor; thus, he says, he aaw things from the angle of a victim |
of such a court, slthough his case wns killed fimally(as he told uws in |
the first pert of this Chapter XII) He also saw it as a prison doctord

who got around, He says that neither Janko or Tamas Major, chairmen of

People's Courts, were just and objective, Tama Ugjor hsd previously been

an officer of the Court Martiasl of the Hungarisn Army. Hespordent haprened

to be present on one occasion. He sald when the mother of this

Tamas Major pl:aded with her son in the nrisons of Lasslo Alfeldi, who

was the head of all Peopl ‘s Courts Yo stop passing death sentences with

the sase that he did, she referred to her having taught him the name of

God and to pray and she pleaded with him most husbly to realgn from his

position or to etop desling so inscrupulously with human lives."He

rejected the please of his mothar most rudely and he said that he knew

waht he was doing. I witpessed his mother leaving, crying bittar tears

over her son's attitude.™

Still spesking of the People's Courts, respondent says that members of
these were all kinds of psople ; unfortunstey there were too many
unscrupulous people among them, he says, and he saw that the perscms who
vere conscisnciows, loyals among them, were sereened out later on all
kinds of pretenses- mostly that they ware reactionaries. Communist



HLR XI1/61

influence, he says was decisive in these Feopls's Courta from the

very [irst moment but it bacams 1% even more preponderant later, even
when the peopls ' courts changed thelr names and became regular courts,
the verdicts were taken in blus emvelopes by Party funtioraries from
the Party Headgquarters to these courts. It was the Communist Party
leadarship, he says, vhich determined what shoold happen to one or the
othar of the victime of the court. Courtas handed out predetermined
verdiocts.

Asimd sbout the "war oriminale™, respondent zxypmx that there was no
doubt thare were war criminals, and quite a few of them, and they
had to be judged severely, but he says they wers judged justly snd
sevarely at Huremberg. The internationsl lawyers, he eaid, who
weare there were well trained and conncisntious people, who were
well aware of their tremendous responsibility. But this was not
the case in Hungary, he pays, where too many of these peoples’
courts were not so anxious to mete out justice in sentencing people to
heavy prison termn, if necessary, to life ones, and to death, if
really warranted, but they were too easger, he says, to liguidate
people even if they wore war criminals all right, but not deserving
of the ultimate punishment. FHad they been judged, he says, Myxksw
Mommhewy at the intermational court at Nuremberg, he feels that
very few of them would have Jmwioddwmrionddammx been sentancad to
death.

C. The army.

Respondent says there wers a great many groups in the army who
aided with the revolution. He himself was eye witnesa to 2 case
which he deacribes in the atory in chapter 2. He says that he
has first hand imowledge of the fact that troops deployed to
protact and defend the building of HhmxSsekerdxPawkyxmertihenx
Communist Party headquarters. He savs that cadets of the military
acadamy and soldiers of the forces were among them, refused
to defend it. He sayn that he himself experienced how many
soldiers of the Hungarian army helped the refugees when they fled
to the wast, even after the revolution was lost. Thay refused
to take anything for their help, he says. OUn the whole, he says,
most unite of the Hungarian army remained pasaive, and a great
many of them deserted and sided with the revolutionaries.

Asked sbout geogrephical differonces, respondent says that troopa
in the south of Hungary were particularly imwunes to Commonism, and
their attitude was much better than of many somswhere else.
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Speaking of differences in the behavior of soldisrs and officers,
he says that wost officers were well worled over by party
indoctribation but there were some even among them who sided
with the revolution and even more who refused to do anything

against 1%,

Hespondant s&¥ no difference in the beshavior of soldiers that
was relatad to class origin.

Respondent was wery much surprised by the behavior of the army
during the revolution, because he says that he lnew how striot
their training and their indoctrination was, and ha knew well

how well organized the political ofiicers were in their ranks

and all the organizad inforusnta. He saw that it was beyond his
imagination that pxiwckswxand enlistsad men would dare to disarm
their political cofficers and other officers who refused to let
them g0 or who wented them to fire at the revolutioparies. There
were many such ceses, he siye, and the most surprising thing waa
that there were many such cases simnltansously in various parts
of the comntry without any organisation of directive from anywhere.

D. Huossian troops.

When the events of 1848 are mentioned to respondent, he says that
there is soms trece in pesoples' minds mibck left by those events.
There is soma 1ittla remainder of resentment, he says, but on the
whole, Hungarians are not revengsful, he says, they are rather
impulsive, but not revengeful. But, he says, the evenis of 1944
and 1945 could not be easily forgottan because the way the Kuasians
congquered Hungary, tho way they behaved after they started
funetioning a® an oecupation army, ere still teoo lively in the
memories of paoples. It is in those years, respondent says, that
the Hungarian pacple formed an opinion of Husaian soldisras and
took a stand againat them in their minds.

Respondent says that he didn't axpect any good coming from the
Russien army before they actually arrived in ths country, but
their actions surpassed even his imsgination.

Asked about his perscnal experisnces in 1945, respondent says
that he had too mamy to tell about, because that could fill
volumes. He had a great mény e xperiences, both as an individusl
and as a physician, he says. At the time of the Budapest siepge,
Heapandsnt says, he was head surgeon of an smergency hospltal.
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He says he opersted on a great many Hussian soldiers, and thus
he came into contact with them from the beginning of their ruls.

Speaking of his personsl experiences, respondsnt ssys that the
emergency housplial in which he was when the Russisns conquered
that block of Budspest was well distinguished by huge signs of
the Red Cross and was well lighted, and =till the Russians
attacked it with hand gredades and stormed in as = savage horde.
They pushed the Hungarian wounded sside and stopped the doctar
and his staff operating om and tresting Hungarian wounded and
brought in their own wounded and forced the doctor at pistel
point to opsrate on their wounded. All during the operation they
held their cocked pistols at him and threatsned him that they
would shoot him immdiately if éne of their wounded died.
Hegpondont describes & great many personal experiences with
Russlan soldiers and clearly psints a picture of savagery, of
mams ropes, of brutalities beyond the imegination of peacaful
American citisens.

(Interviewsr's note: It is only because I am under ordars to
cut the interviews that I do not report the doctor's persomal
axperiences.)

Portinps there is one thing I should memtion from the sccounts of
respondent, that he himself was helpless and witnessed when 17
women were raped in an air raid shelter, On other nocasions, he
was able to save several women, because by then he had lsarned
the Hussian expreszione for venereal diseases and all kinds of
other diseases that are spread by sexual intercourse, and he
pays that he frightened away Russisns by telling them that this
or that woman had that, becauss Hussians were afraid of VD and
related diseasea.

Asked about his experiences after the initisl phase of thsir
ocoupation, respondent says that during all the years of Russian
occupation he did not change his opinion that Russian soldiers
were brutal, utterly primitive barbarians, and he says that
exceptions were too few to chenge the overall picture.

i ki) L TN TN TN T BRI l'|1.||-t|--‘-,-in-

Emxnicitten
Exxximoox Respondent saye that, accordingly, the relations
between the Hungarlan population and the Hussian occupation

forces were straimed. Russian leadarship, he says, was well
amere of that and they tried to improve things by imolating
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the Rusaisn troope, putting them in military campe in the foreats
and not allowng them t© go to populeted aress. Bat sven so, he
ssys, thare were many occasions on which Russian soldisrs
comnitted acts of savagery, whon they managed to get a pass or
when they were AROL. Hespondant says that contact with the
Hungarian population was very little, but thers were many members of
the Russizn army who had to change to civilian clothes and becams
so-called "expert advieors” of variouvs industrial enterprises, and
&ell kinds of institutions of public sdministration. The military
advisors of the Hungarian army, the expert advisors of the AVO and
polire did not even have to changs to civilian clothes, he says,
although, he adds, they aloo had Hungarian uniforms, with Russian
insignia, denoting thom as advisars.

Esspondent knows of cases in which children of such Husaian
advisors went to Fungerian schools.

Respondent heard of & few cases wherv Russian soldisrs trisd teo
fraternize with Hongarisn girls, but, he says, he pever heard and
could not think that anything serious ever bocame of such relations.

Anyway, reapondent says, practically speaking, only officars wars
permitted and had & chance to have any contact with the population
to speak of » ZEnlisted méen, &5 & rule, were kept bahind barbed
wires in their camps. But, respondent adds, Russian of ficers are
not to be thought of as gontiemen, the diffSrence between snlisted
man and the offlicers of amies in the westarn world 1s not to be
thought of es an snalogy to Russian relations between officers and
enlisted man. Officers are not much lesss primitive and barbaric,
respondent says, than the enlisted men.

Respondent says the lew girls who spoks to Husalan soldiars were
looked doom upon by others,

Asked sbout his own pereongl sxparisnces, with individual Russian
goldiers during the time of the ccoupation befors the revolutionm,
respondent eays that e talled with & few of the Eusalan soldliera
whon he operated.

Aeked gbout their attitudes toward patriotism, respondent says that
they were not only pxkefetxy patriotic, but outright chauvinistioe.
They suffersd & kind of mational superiority complex, hs says.

Respondent spake to Russian soldiers who told him proudly that
they were no party mexbers and spoke very contomptuously of party
members, and they spoke full of hatred for the sacret police.
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Probed on how these Russian soldiers spuks so frealy, respondent
laughed and said that these soldisrs told him it was only in
Hungary that they could speak freely, bescausa they wers not
afraid that ha would Inform on them.

Respondent heard hossian soldiers praise conditions in Russia,
telling how rich a country it was and how high their living
standard was., Others, at the same time, told him how miserably
they lived, and it happoried that ome of the Hussian soldiers
who heard another one brag about conditions in Russis told
respondent that that cartain fellow was from a region which was :
particularly poor, and said that he apparently waas a llar.

Hespondent says that Russian soldisrs wers indoctrinated in a way

that they did not muke a difference between Uermans and Hungarians

and all ideas =2 they were given in thelir indoctrinations marked

the Germans ard Hungarians in one word “enemy.®" It was only later,

after they stayed for some time in Hungary, respondent says, that

they noticed that Hungsrilana were not the same as Cermans. '

Probed as to how it was poasibls that there were Russian eoldlers
placed in Hungarian hospitals during occupation, respondent saye
that thers were cases of emergency, whaen their hospitals wers too
far to transport the soldier, and thay mrefarrsd to put them into
nearty Hungerian hospitals.

Respondent saw no essential difference in the attitudes of officers
lnﬂ anl:l.ntad men, and hl lnlin ﬂmphasim that t-l'nrn was very little
2 - . : e myusrx oducaticnal

:Iiﬂurumaﬂ batwean thau 'nm :...tagurin nn,wur.

Respondent did have personal contmot with Russian sadodbisss officers
during the revolution. He talked to several of the wounded, upcn whom
he operated, cr who were operstad on in his hospital, and on cne
occasion he had a long conversation with a lisutenant colonsl of

the 629th armcred division, on Nov. 10th or 1lth. He met this

colonel at the Herz salami factary, when he went out to get salami

for the ambulance service and for other hospitals. This colomal
heppemed to bs the son of a Hungarian father who wan a prisoner

of war in Huseia, and merried & Ukranian mother, so he = oke

broken Hungarian. (0f course his father was a priscner of war of

the first World War.) In this conversation, the colomsl tald
respondant that he had received orders to come to Hungary em Uot. 20th
and he explicitly said that hies orders told him that they would go
into action by Oct. 24th or 25th. This sams colonel told him that
they had orders to destroy much and to stay ready to procesd to the
mtt‘
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S5till spesking of his contacts with Kussian soldiers during the
revolution, respondent said that the same sbout continuing their
conquast into the west was told him by 2 Russian major whose

lag he amputated. This major told him the sams about their orders
concerning dastruction and further comquest in the west, beyond
Hungary, &nd he even nammd fxiux France and England. This major
told him explicitly that he was very sorry that he was wounded and
had no chanos to sse west Eurcpe and the English Channal. Asked
what his gpemersl experience was with Russian soldisrs, indspendent
of thess particularly interesting comversatiomn, respondent says
that he met Hussian soldiara both in the [iret and in the second
phase of the revalution, who thought that they were in Egypt and
fighting for the Suez canal. When such saldisrs weres told that
they were in Bndapest, respondent sayw, most of them had no notion
whatsoever where Midapest was located and what kind of people

wore living there. Hegpondent happenad to witnesa a caese, he says,
on Oct. 28th ar 29th, when the crew of a Rossian tank spoke to
Hungarian civilians surrounding them and detated and when Hungarisns
reassured them that they were no facists, but worksrs who fought
for their freedom againet oppression, they Jumped out of the tani
and hugged paople and said they would not fight against them.

Asked about the differencea lstween officers and enlisted men
during the rewolution, respondent says that the only differencs

he can think of is that he hsard that Husainn officers were anxious
to mrevent thelir crews from fraternising with people and from
acoepting leaflsts from thea, but what he himsell expsrienced was
that both of them wers equally rude and mrimitive and ignorant, and
told the peoples spmims egain and again, in the same manner, that
they should fuck their mothers.

Asked about differences between younger and oldar men, respondent
says he sew noms.

Asked ghout differences in nationalitise, respondent says that it
was his impwression Ukranians, on the whols, were somewhat mare
humans and less savagse, and less prisditive.

He is udler the impression that the fighting troopes after Novembar 4th
wvere wilder and msaner than the ones fighting in the first phass of
the revolution.

Hespondant had no personal expsriences of Soviet soldiers helping
Hungarians.

Neither had he persomal expsrisnces that Soviet soldiars refused
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to cbey their superiors.

FHe treated a Russian gcldier who deserted and that soldier ssked
him not to report him and to glve him civiliasn clothes, so he
conld disappaar.

Respondent sgw no Soviet soldiers fighting on the side of the
Hungariars, but he heard of such cases.

Hespondent dicn't witness Boviet soldiers fighting sgainst the AVH.
T™he same is trus abont Soviet scldiors fighting each other.

Respondent had no psrsonal exparience, heard omly, of individual
trutality by Soviet soldiers during the revolution. Respondent
says that he heard about a case of individual brutality froma
colleague of his, whose wifo and 16 year old daughtser were raped
by Russian soldiers in a building, most of which they destroyed
before, because they allsdpsd that they wers shot at from that
building.

E. O t officlals.

Respondant says that he had personal experionce with a few

local government officials who were willing teo forget the rules

and help the people in trouble. He says that he found such even
sxmmpx among AVO psople. He says that these people were motivated
by selflsss motives, they just wantad to help people.

F. Corrupticn.

Hespondent says that he lmew of many cases of both friendly persuasion
and friendly lnkeressdin intercession and of bribery. He mentions
partiolarly that he had asquaintances who were very frlendly terms
with AVO officers and could do, practically speaking, almost
anything with the help of very large sums of money. He explicitly
wishss L0 name one person by name, of whom he knows very much that
he was one of Lhe greatest sadista, but could b= bribed for very
large sume. His nams was Bandl Foldes. HRespondent says that this
man particulerly exeaelled in the most terribles sadistic acte,
tortures, such methods as destroying the uterus of any woman
victim of his or destroying the testicles of men with his hard zmm
ikt rubber sticks was the order of the day in his practice. Ha
himself invented the torturing squipment. Hespondent himsslf was
besten by this mmn in a most terrible way, but when one of his
acquaintances, & party secretary, bribed this Bandi Foldes with 50
thousand forints, Foldee himself saw that charges were dropped and
he himself put him in his car and took him home next day. But,
respondent says, persons who could not afford such a tribe were
tortured by him quite often, even to death-. HRespondent also
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mentions that there weare even judges who counld be bribad and ha
himself had such 1 casse, anid he says, quite fortunatsly.

Asked what method was the most affective, respondent says "Money,"

Respondent says that officials caught doing this were sentenced to
termp of 10, 15 and 20 years. He mentions that this Bandi Foldes
was apparently alse caught, becauss he was alsc sentenced to 15
yoars, but after one and a half years in prison he was sent out
to some vary important mission abroad and after he returned he did
not have to serve the remaining part of his sentence, in fact, he
was tranaforred to the ministry of interior where he continued
his infamous practices, he concludes.

G, Competence of lesders.

Speaking of the effectiveness of the secret police, respondent

pays that their wvarious departments were differemt. He points to
the economic department and says that the most intelligent end
sducatod psople were assigned to that department, people with
excellent education in the economic flsld. Their asaignmant was
to seize all kind of private properties, evan if

kx no laws or regulations were applizable to that case. It was
particularly important for them to saize as wuch actusl gold as
possible. He says that effectivensss was replly admirsble. He
doesn't have such a good opinicn of the political department of
the AVO. He says thet bestiality and sadism and other peychic
phencacna were their main charscteristice. Border guard secret
police were somswhat betier trained . Speaking of the effectivensass
of army leadership, respondent says that militery training has been
adopted completely ar copled from fRusslan military treining. He
says that sccordingly, Hungarian arasy leadership is using combat
methods which are diwkemk destined to waste men, materisle, and,

generally speaking, he says, they are not well trained.

Ha says of Russian army leadership thet it is very well trained.
That is to say the highest leadershio is, but the intermedisries
are good fighters with naturel cunning but with barbarie and
ruthless methods.

Speeking of bureaucrecy, public administration officials,
respondent gays that It was very ineffective and he brings up
examples from agriculture and says that in most cases Communists
used twice, three and even four times as many administrators

for mnaging the same estate as were mecessary in previoun timee.

Sl il
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XIII. ASSESSUENT OF FUTURE FROSPECTS FOR HUNGARY

A. HNext faw years.

Respondent ssys: "I think Hungsry's expactations are very, very
dull. Since the revolution was béaten and the Hussian occupation
and the Comaunist leadership took over once more, will result in
the most ruthless oppression, ss it has resulted slresdy. FPeople
who can think even a bit with their omm heads will be liquidated
one after the othar. The skim of the nation will be exterminated
unless an unexpectad turn of events on the world acens will come
about. ¥y soul i=s bleeding when I think of how ths beat sloments
of the new Hungarian intelligentia will be exterminated."

Respondant thinks thet ths people in Hungary expect just about the
sane. They can think of no other weapon but passive resistance.

Respondant expacts the worst from the regime of Kadar, even if
Kadar hinmself would be relieved. He says the aitustion will not
change essentially, but he thinks the backbons of the Hungarisn
psople will not bte brokem. They will put up a passive resistanoce,
not unwarthy of the revoluticn.

Respandent dossn't expect any effective move from the west. He

thinks that they will rake too many ssmeiistwxy concilistory
moves .

Asked what his hopes, if any, eare, respondent answered that he has
no actual hopes, the only avenus that could lead out of disaster
would be to force the Husslans to withdraw. He says Russians do
not answer any plsas, they mow only one lenguage, that of foreae,
forve, however, not only by military methods, but by economie,
politicel and dirlometic methocis,

Asked about a Foland type solution, respondent says that in part
it was wholesome, it was sensible, it was penaible particularly
becawse it did not result in Hoodahed, which kx would have baen

& good thing to have avoided in Hungary, too. But at the same
time, he adde, I cannot see how Hungarians could have gons the way
Poland did, bocause Hungarians are ©o much more impulsive. He adds
that ha thinks 1t's very quastionabls whethar or not the Poles
would have achieved 28 much success without the Bungarisn
revolution. Thus he thinks disastrous as the after effects ave,
the Hungarian revoluticn was unaveidable. He aleoc emphasimes that
a Poland type soluticn is only & temporary, an expedient method, not
a solutiom.
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He thinks that people in Hungary would be happy if they saw
any sasing up of the terrible cppressicn, whethar Poland type

or any othar type of expediency-

Respondant himself thinks that & tremendous political, sconomioc
and diplomatic pressure should be exerted on Soviet Hussia so
as to force ite hand.

Asked about a war betweem the USSR and the United States,
respondent says that he 1a afraid that soviet Husaia will force
a showdown the moment it feels that it has superior military
force over the United Statss. Ha says that such a terribls
vworld digsestar will wmfortunately f= be the only 100 per cent
solution for the danger that Soviet Russia means to the entire
world .

Respondent says he by no mesns desires a war between the two
countriss, but he is very much afraid that it is unavoidsble
bacause Soviet Hussia won't sit back untfl 4t realises its goal
to conquer the entire world.

Frobed about the likelihood eof such & war, respondent reiterutes
his former statement that Soviet Russia iz bent om world domination
and that this fact will force a world war upon the world, vhether
the United States mants to have it or not.

Respondent hopes that international rressure could induce the
Soviet Union madgyxix to withdraw from occoupied countries only
if that mm pressure is tremendous. He does pot think that
arbitration can ImssbxidwoSsoctekxiintam move the Soviet Unien,
only the most biting sanctlions can force it to this or that.

B. Hopes in retrospect.

Respundent saye that in the last ten years mskm his hops was that
the United States would not let Hungery down and when he aaw that
Hungary wae abandoned by the Unitad States he hoped that America
wuld recognize the disastrous effects of such a policy end would
give Hungary a helping hand te rid itself of Russian oppression.
When he started losing hope in this, he hoped that a world situation
wonld develop in which it would becoms of great interest to the
United States to mee Hungary liberated.

Asked about changes in his hopes, respondent says that he grew
more and more disappointed with the United States, which orofeauses
to stand for freedom, but speaks of it much more than it does
something about it. After every intermation conference, he says,
he grew again disappointsd, bacause hs hoped at the conference
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table 1souse would come up which would make the United States
realise what a deadly eneay of it the Sovist Union is and that
it should do everything to sse the subjugated countries fres.
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XIV. SOCIAL, POLITICAL AND ECONCUIC IDEOLOGY

A. [Ipdependent Hungary.

Respondent would like to 82e a "wholspoms democratic, but
completely democratic fres country."

B. Detalls on economy.

Respondent thinks that Hungary is predominantly an agricultural
country and the foremost in the nation®s economic policy should
be an up-to-date development of ite agricultural resocurces.

Industry should be only secondary. It should be developed, but

not hoavy industry, rether, industries that have their raw materials
in Hungary, like sluminum industry. And the same is trus about
stomic energy industry, because Hungary hes an immense natural
regsource of uranium ore.

Speaking of naticnal enterprises, respondent says heavy industry
may remain in the hands of the state if the state is democratic
and the people express their will through thelir representatives.
Respondent would like to see light induetry in the hands of the
individuvals and companiam anymay, on the basis of the fres
entarprise systom. Ha would particularly favoer a solution in
which the workers of one plant become the sharsholders of that
cartain plant and thus have double interest in the succeass of their

owmn plant.

Speaking of cauvcuses and state farms, responcdent refers to his
statement made nbove (Interviewer's nota: The end of jbwixix
subchapter & of Chapter 10.)

Respondent says that the maxi mum 1imit to the amount of land any
one person or faunily may own should be set by the government only
in the beginning, when a free and independent Hungary's foundations
are laid and a now distribution of the land takes place. Later on,
he says, thers should be no maximum set, but progressive tazation
xiwpfly ghould be instrusental in regulating affairs.

Respondent is all out for the free type of government.

Resmondent. favors *tha outlawing or win UComuwnist party because, he
says, those who are not for mxfwew fresdom enjoy a chance for
undermining freadom. They mdvocate the loss of freedom, so they

should have it, nsmely, the loss of it.

C. Internntional positich.

Hespondent would like to sea first of sll a United States of Eurcoe
and until this is possible, he wants to see Hungary fres and
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indspandent. He wants to see Hungary free and independent and
nsutral, as Auvstria is. But he thinks thet the only actual
solutlion would be & United Statas.

As long as the United States of Europe camnct be realised,
reapondent sugpgests that a nevtral Hungary have profitable
trade relations and also cultural relstions with the USSR,

The same 18 seid about relstions with sastsrn Europsan statea.

He would liks to ses aven closer relations with ths west
European countriss.

The same is true im to an even higher degree sbout relations
with the United States of Aperica. In fact, he would like to
have a military allience with the United States of Americn 4f
that could be dons, but he thinks that would be incompatible
with a neutral miimwktows country.

Respondent heerd of a2 federation of Uamubian states back in the
thirties and forties. It was & mattar not too seldom spoken of

in Hungary, he says.

Respondent thinks thet such & federation would be incomparably
less effective than & United States of Europs and he thinks it
wiuld be only an intermsdiary solution if it could be brought
about at all, because hs thinks 1t would bs sasier to fom a
United States of Zurope than to form such a [nnubian federatiom.

Ho would like to see all central Buropsan countries included which
are democratic and not communistic in any sense of the wmard,

Respondent ssasmitxses doesn't consider Hungary's present
boundariss acteptabls. He would like toaee territorisl
adjustsent on the asis of plebiscita conducted by secret
ballots supervised by a police forcs of the United Nations,

Hespondent says that this whole queation is tremsndously important
for him.
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IV. THE FORMATION OF FUBLIC OFINION
A- World swents.

Respordont heard of Knrushchev's seorat speech the 20th Party
Congress. He heard of it even btofore the revolutlon and Imew that
great changes were brewing. He imew that Rhrushchev was ageinst
Stalin, but he wondered whether all of this would resuli in

changes favorable to Hungary.

e heard of this from the radio ss well as from friends. FHReepondent
heard of Senator McCarthy and ths Un-dmericen Activitiass Committee.
He heard from foreign and Hungarian radio and from friends and he
had very mixed feelinge, because he understood thet MoCarthy's
methods were not very democratic.

All respondent knows sbout Peron wam that he mas om of the South
American dictators, amnd he dosan't even know whether he resigned
"aE exscutad or not.

Asked aboul Rakosi's private life, respondent says that the
construction enterprise of the subway system built the air raid
ghalter of Rakogi's villu and that this air raid shelter was
connectad with the entire subway l;nrbu, whioh was designed to
conmact the main buildinges of the party and of the most important
establishments of the milltary snd ths stete spparatus and the
police systenm and was actually not intended to becoms & subway
system at all, that wes only an sye wash, he says, only pretendsd.

B. of sonal inf tion.

HRespondant drew most of his information about what was heppening
from foreign redios. As a secondary source of information, he

mentions the confldential shispere among trusted friends, particularly

sach friends as were on tripes shroad or in contact with foreign
diplomats.

The most important of these sources was the news coming from fareign
diplomats stationed in Hunpary.

Next in importance came the foreign radio statioms.

Co Word of mouth.

Respondent heard mainly nows of foreizn policy by word of mouth.
He heard it from frisnds who had contact with foreign diplomata

and in part from foreign diplomte thamselves, because he aleo
had a contact with al lsaat one diplomt at the British legation.

o i
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He thinks that this source of informaticn was by far tle most
relizble.

D. Reading habits.

Befare and daring the war, respandent quite regularly read ssversl
newspapers. He compared them and thsse mapers ranged from the
farrimfickaxihearxizr extreme laft to the extreme right, with
emphasis on independent 1iberasl pepers., Speaking of magad nes,
reapondent read first of all, sclentific magasines snsixmsmsock

in his omn field as well as the fleld of radio and photography.
Secondary interest in the fisld of magazines was zmaxk natiocnwide
newe magunsines.

Spasking of books, respondent says that he was resding not only
Hungarian cdlassics and good Hungarian nodern novelists and thore

who wrote sbout political problems of Hungary, but also outstanding
novels by foreign authers who sre supposed to e among the greateat,
such as Conant.

Asked about the availability of reading matsrial, respondant says
that there were some books on the list of prohibited booka, but
he found what he wanted to read anyway. FProbsd as to what, for
instance, was prohibited, respondent mentiona the book written

by Henry Ford about the organized Jewry of the world, and he says
that this book was prohibited until Ragi times and then it was not
agein aveilable because the few coples till in circulation were
too rapidly sold. He says the Mazis put many more books om the
prohibited list, but that people didn't care and kept on reading
whatever thsey wanted.

Asked gbout what newepspers he read in the last 10 ysars, respondent
says that he was anxious to avaold being bored bu the nonsensical
lies of the Communists and mohe read the officisl Farty psper
Sgabad Nep only when he was foced to attend SzabedNep "half hours,"
then he read only part of the paper, mostly tho editorial, and
listened toc the news commants of foreign radio stations and all

he had to do waa, he says, bravely criticize those commentaries

and that was Jjust the thing they wanted him to do. That was his way
for xffwmiing svolding being forced to read the entire papar.

Respomient says he put no trust whatsoever in the papers. He
particularly distrusted naws in the political field, but he says
even news about criminal actions were distorted in & way to be
useful for the aims of the"Peoples' Demccraciss.”

He found nothing more svailable than classified ades and he laughs
heartily as he says this.

Hespondent says that the entire paper vas so full of 1lies that he
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didn't even try to read between the lines. As he says this, he
Iglin lll.:l.ﬁ.'ll-

Asiced about publications from the USSH or other satellites, he says
that he was forved to buy three or four books from the Soviet
Union. The title of one of them was "The Junt Man," and respondent
laughs as he recslls that his daughter told him that if there is
one just man in the Soviet Union, thie might be the ons.

Hespondent received only very few newtpapers coming from the west
and they had to hide thoss, he says.

Legal publications coming from the west were Communist in nature,
or at least fellow travelers, he says, and he was not intarsated
in reading tham.

Spsak ing of illegal publications, respordent says that he had gquite
& number in his own library.

He had those booke from before and for swhile he d'd them in crates
and boxea and , but later he didn't cere to hide them too carefully..

He lent them to others, and as a matter of course, he said they talked
among themselves about such books.

Respondent sald that many people hid thess books acarefully; othars
didn't care to hide them; meny of these wers cgushgt and those hooks
ware conflecated and seny dthers were scaredas' dslivered the books abd
he saldthat most of ‘hem delivered only j;art of the books which were
close to their hearts,

B T T R
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EVENTS OUTSIDE HUNGARY

As_Russisat Speaking of possibilities of changes in Soviet Russia
respondent says LI there are any changes in Soviet Hussis those

will coms about only through slow evalution and not by re-volution. Hs
doesn’t belisve that liberaliszation would be the policy of the
government but he says that he sees some very faint hope for psopla
pregsing for changes that the government camnot resist.

Hagpondent thinks that the feelings of the most Russians are opposed to |
the Communist regime. He mentions that there are Russians who dared
to talk to him about d= condemning Communism and at the same tims, he
mentions that there are others sho dere not talk to him at gl1l1, - and
ha doesn't kncw whather they were in favor of Communism, or not.

If Russia had a free election, respondent thinks that Conmunism would
be done away with for good.

Speaking of the top leaders of Hussis, respondent says that the 1
highest leadership of the Soviet Union probably consists of persons like

the highsst leadership of Hungary -~ the difference between the two is that

the Soviet Union hasmany more criminels and psrverts orgapired in cne

group az the leaders of the Soveit Undon, and Hungary has only an

handful, actually, to speak of.

B. Was B : This is5 the sequence of popularity that
respondant thinks courtires have among Hungariana:

Poland, East Cermany, Ceeckoslovakia, annia Yogoelsvia, Bulgaria.
'Els says that thsse cuuntriss auve more populur in Hungary vhich resiat
cmmuniam.

He says that likes oncern people and dislikes concern governments rather
than psople, but to an extent even people because Hungarisns compare
thelr situation under heavy Sovit occupatiom wher -  they were compelled
to resist and still dared to do with a Pulpariawhere there is no Eussia
soldier and people do not resist Communistoppres:ion.

Even so respondent says that he has no doubt that under UN supervision
free elections would resull in the termination of Communist rule in
every Sove{t-ruled and Communist-~dominated country.

Speaking of living standard, respondent established the following
sequence. Bast Uermany, Poland, Hungary, Cseckoslovakl, Hungary and
Bul pgaria,
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8. FOlands
.
Raspondant says that the changes in Poland are certainly in tha
direction of a democratic development; he says, that there are undeniable
improvements and he iz glad about them, but he thinksthem insufficient.

Respondent is afrs id that the Russisns widd &gain take ths Polea
into trusting them and will not keep any of their promises. He thinks

that even the modest measure of freedom they have won so far will be
taken from them soconer ar lstar.

Respondent thinks that events inPolacdn had g great effect on Hungarian
events~ even before Ooct. 56,

Ho says that the example of the Poles was animating Por the Hungarians
and even actually suppliad the spark for the explosion.

He thinks that the exmmple of the Follsh remained an sncouwraging force
during the revolution althoug Bungarians wers dissppointed to sse that
the Polish did not rise after the Hungarisns rose in the revolution.

But he adds that this stkwxidwwiwemmmwix disillusionment was not too

bad or too strong becsuse the oninion of the people was divided up first
All. Secondly, the Hungarians were concarpad with little more than thesir
o immedlate goals and problems.

Respondent heard very little before the revolution of the Pornan riots

and he cannot decide whethar he heard anything before but it seems to
him he did,

But he thinks that only the Poznan made these develo-ments genarally

in retrospact and theoreticelly spesking, respondant would have liked
the H rian revolution to precede along the lines Bf ths Poliah
revolution, but he says that thingsf had to come as they did and even
though, he 2s1d he doess not believe in patiliamentarism. He reiterates
'hat the developments in Foland could not heve gone thies far had the
Hungarians not fought for their Creedom with arms in their hands.

. . -det th t Tivo and Tugoslavia were v
DarFBREAAY GRSIED Rl fhdcke that Tibo end Tugoslavia vere verz

He thinks that Tito was the founder of mational communism but he adds
that natiomal communism ks of very dubious nature. Hs says that Tiho

iz not trustworihy at all and that the West commits a very grave mistake
if it trusts him.
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Respendant says it is wery difficult to spssk of nationmal comrunism
because there iz only one communism, and anything deviating from it
is no communism anymore; however, =he fesls that Tito's sytem is
8til]l communism and that Tito is not independent from Sovelt Hussia
at all.

Tito's relations to Kast Ewropean nations, he daid, are determined
by his relations to Russila.

Spesking of his relations with Sovist Russla, re-pondent says he would
like to seo cleared bocause Tito is =20 very foxy and the Sovist leaders
are no better and he would like to ses who ocutwits the other party.

Hespondent thinks that Tito han some secret agreements with the West
or at least hopes, cr otherwise he ssyae all the billlons of dollara
that go to him, would be senseless,

Speaking of Tkto's position in Hungary and with the Hungarian revolution,
respondent says that first he looked undecided; then he was in favir
of the Hungarian revelution end at last he turned against it agxin.

Hespondent sayn that Tito could have dons something good for other
countries as wall but that their actions would have been expedient and
certainly not a sclution.

Respondent thinks that in Yugoslavia in spite of the fact that Tite
is a dictater and not any better than the other Ceoamunist dictators,
he thinks that fresdoms are not bether in Yugoslavia than othar places.

Es The djddle Easts Respondent says that the timing of the
Anglo-French invasion was disastrous. It's wisdom and it's ethics could
certainly be debated, bot the ons point 1s very clear; they should not
havecommited thelr forces into action in the Sues Canal mone at the
time of the Hubgarian Revolution. He thinks thet it was a disastrous
misteke of the West.

Respondent has a similar opinion of the lsraseli inviston.

Respondent thinks that Egypt had no right to netionalize the canal.
Respondent thinks that the 2nd Soviet attack ie to a great extent dus
to the encourligemsnt they received from the aggresive actkon of the

English and the French in Egypt; thera’rre the Anglo-French had
disastrous effects on the dsvelopment in Hungary,
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F- Vpstern Cermany: Respondent thinks that living standards
is the highest in Cermany in West Cermany.

Told that same people think that the Oermans might start another
war, respondent says:

"I don 't think thay have a polisy of revenge again.¥ I svan think
that they will find conciliation with the Franch. Asked about
Woat Cermany Armament respondent says that Cermeny should be made
Re strong as possl ble and the sooner the better so that 1t could
bacome & very atrong bastion egainst Communism in Central Eurcpe.

Aoled of the West Cermany gilitary strnegth, reapondant says that
he is very much disatinfied bDecause he thinks that the West Oermany
Army is litile more than nothiog- it is utterly weak.

He thinks that it 1s much weaker thsn the British Army and even
waaker than that of Francs.

G- Westerp Ewrome : Speaking of the MATO, respondent says that the idea
perfect, but that they arry no real weight. NHATC is too weak to

act effectively against the tremndous force of Soviet Russim. Ha

says that the statutes of NATO are of & character which are not
military enough, apd thersfore can never become effective.

Respondent thinks that HNATO esanot be sasily compared with the
Warsaw Pact. The Warsaw Fact, he says, is a very strict military
pact = NATO is more of a political nature,

Respondent thinks highly of the British Labor Party and pays that
ite ideclogi im superior bo that of a Communist, or = Commmist-tintad
lsbor Farty.

Respondent has a good opinien of the West European Soclalist Parties

but he sasys that there a re & fow among thenm which cooperate wi th

the Communists and thes should He considered tantamount with Communism.

Thare should be a very clesr dividiing line between those which are

énd-pundunt anpdactunlly democratic and those which are a forefront for
omnunien.

Asked how moet Buropean Soocislist Parties cooperats with the Communists,
respondent says, for & while most of them did but now only a very faw do.
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This is respondent's listing for the felleowing countries according to
living standerds: Creat Britain, West Germany, Italy, Egypt, Siwwis
Mmismx Oreoce snd the Soviet Union.

H. The United States: Respondent was particularly surprised by

the magterial wealth which surpassed even his knowledge and imagination.
He was glso greatly surprised by the mentality of the average American.
He wae surprised by the simlessnass, the heartlessnass of the ETEI"H-.E!
American and his terrific preccoupation with businsss (Interviewer's
note: "Businese" was gquoted in this santencé from the Enpglish and

this word 18 very senerally misunders!oocd by Hungarians) quotadé in the
sense of mercenary businsss - the business of merchants, It is due to
very poor, chesp dictiomaries that 99% of Hungarians who know a little
English and 90% who imow much English but vho are not perfect in the
language think that the word "business" indicates mothing more than
mercantilism, and to then is tantamount to & mercemary spirit and
practice. In their erroncacus idesas, this word is onbyxfhooesx

Geschaft nd not in the secondary , or verhaps primary sense, at least
in the broader sense which might be expressad by the ths word

besche ftigung)

Respondent says that the USA should displsy & very great amount of
good will and nhm:tl help a grent.dnl thnhrnsthrm

tioq" Until they are 1iberated the USA should Felp
them econoncislly as much as is posalble.

Respondent seye that gll Bast European Countries should receive loans
from the S government. He ssys the same should hapren to Hungary. He
says that diplometiec relations with Bungary are of paramount importance,
and should, by no means, be broken off.

Hespondent sys that his opinion ohangsd since he arrived in the 84,
because when he left Hungary he atill wished that the GA send arms

to the freedom fighters bscause then he ssid he still thought that a
revolution cou.d winj but, now, he seaes that 1t is only in a hasieally
changed world situation that America would be ready to change its policy
concarning acSeully moves like sanding arms to freedom fighters.
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He thinks that Bungarians would be very happy to see Western
vieitors because then the West could see even clearer Jjust what
the Soviet povamment and oppression looks like.

Respondent says that all kinds of visibbrs would be welcome and

could do a great deal of pood for Hungary, but he thinks that the

most important visitars are diplomsts, newspaper men, writers, labor
leaders and everybody else, but in the sequence of the listing be just

gave.

Respondent sasys that Western visitors should be asked to opsn their
eyes and to go on thelr own without being guided apd that they should
speak fresdly and utter their opinions on everything Gswmwiekde

they see in Hungary or want to say about the West.

Repondent suggeasts that the peole who inform the American visitors
should also ba native Amsricans.

t says that Hungariams would be very happy te recelve
publications from the West but these publications should not contain
any bombastic propeganda.

Such publications should bs sent above all teo sclantifioc Institutions
and to sciontists apd to lLibrariss.

Respondent is a fraicd of sending publicatioms to mrivate peopls because
they might be psrsecuted becapse of Westerm tias and thesy could becoms
suspacts of being emplayed by some intelligsncd agency.

Hs says that exiles should have a much more important role in theza
matters as well as in all matters concernirg Humgary.

Respondent describes the Marshall Flan im words that could come froa
an American, Ha saye that it was a catasbrephe that the Commmist
government did not permit the Marghall Flan in Hungary.

He thinks that the USA had honest, selflesa purposes, or if those
purposas wars gelfish they were certainly enlightened self-intersst
moves because Lhey sarved the good of the Wast Syropsan countries mors
than that of the USA ; certainly not itg imwmdiate sime - oply its
long range aspirations.
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Hespondent is persudaded thet the United States fought actusliy for
the freedom of South Kores and he thinks that America had no other
resson.

I. The Unfted Mptions: Respondant is deeply persusded that the [N

could have changed the outcoms of the Hungarianm revelution evem by
sending in not mo~e than a fact-finding com ittee - an observation tean.
As a mtiter of course, he saye, they could have helped the Hungarisn
freadom fightars make the revolutiom victorious by sending arms to tham,
if oenly a few thousand small type portable bazookas would have dope the
trick, let slone sny polkee force like the cpe seat te Egypt.

Bit is 4s pn;pr-uﬂnk teo suggest that a third world war would have
broken cut. iwo things might have haprened if Hungary had received amms.
Host likely the fight would have pen localized to Hungary and almest
a8 likely it would heve spread to the other &ast Eurepean countries and

might have resulted in the quick disaclution of the emtire Soviat bldeo.
In fact that would have been quite likelys™

Speakingef the UN in general, respondent says that they ars completsly
inefficient ard ineffactive. They amount to 1little more than a pood-will
club that del ivers nice spesches and is satinfied with itself.

Hespondent has no hope whataoever that tha UN »ill do something sf'fective
fer Humngary in the foresesable future.
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KNORLEDGE OF AND ATTITUDES TORAKD SELECTLD PERSONALITIES

he The Ureatest Living Fyngarisn: IHaspondent namee Sela Kiraly
as the greateat living Hungarian.

Bs Imrg lsgy: "I &m binsed towards him because 1 know that he graw

from Communist roots; much as peosle pgaise him, I do not think that

he is our man. He might be an sxpedient in a criticial situation but net
the r ight man for the right place.”

Cs Cardinel Hindssanty:"He made a grove mistake when after his liberation
he delivered a spesch in which he d emanded the restaration of church
sstates and said similar nonsense which waa more than premature. 4think
this mistake is dus to the brainwashing he went through in AVD
captivity." (Interviewer's note: resnondent referred to his radio speech
delivared on the third of Nov. about which it ds a wide spread bellsl
among Hungarian refugesss that it advotated the return of church properiy
This & peach of course can be read in the Free Europe publication "The
Revolt in Hungary")

Ce Laszle Raik: "A Commmist who wouldhave created copditions that

would have been similar to those created by Tito in Yugoslavia eor

by Gamilko im Poland, but this of course would not have boen the real
selution for Hungary. He is not the right type of statesuen ths Hungarlans
naed,"

D. Erpo Osres * He 4# the most puritean among Communist leaders and in
fact he msant such for Hungary as far as comstructicn and practical
reconstruction of the country is comcerned; essentially, he is not bettar
than the others."

E. Jagos Kadars " A very primitiwe person; he is serc as & politleian,
and mero as a Hungarian. He is only & mame and amounts te nothing.”

F. Raspondent already spoke of Cenernl Bela Kiraly whenm he cslled pdm
the greatest living Hungarian.

O._Apps Nethly:®™ As an old socizlist she has great merits and she is
@ great patriot but her old age makes her rather clumsy and I don't think
shes can ba counted very much.”®

2. A Presidert Eigemhowers Hs maybe good enough for the (SA but I
don't think that he is a statesman great anough for leadership of the
entire world. Hs certainly showed this when he did not fully embrace tha
cause of Hungary's fight for indepemdence. He doesn't know well encugh
what Hungary's fresdom would have meant for the world.
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B. Seoretary-Goperal Hammarskjolds "I think he had a good hearty and
understood the =fituation in Hungary but he had neither the right
imaginaticn nor the courage to do somsthing and was as ineflicient
as his organizstion.

Ce Dulleg:"One of the greatsst stateman of the Unitad States, he was
aware of the Iuportance of the Hungarisn cause but unfortunately he
was not able to do more."

D. Eden: "He balongs to the very clever politiciansn. He was removed
because he wanted te change fritish policiea."

Eo Trusan: "He made many mlstakes &s the suocesdsor of Heocsavelt,

and he did not have the courege to [inish the Earean war in the ssms
imaginetive mrmer as he started ik American participatiem in it.
3.Mikeypn: "A no=good Communist whom I comdenm.”

Nehri:"He is a well-wisher and a fellow-traveler of the Soviet."

Oeneral ispimo EW Kai-ghio:" Chine would not have bean loat %o the
Communists had bai-shek received sufficent aid from the Weat. U: fortunately
they Iaf him dowmn ."

Ferenc Bagy: " A well-intentioped smell man who shouldered too great
tasias "

Roosevelt:"He is the man who sold us to the Sovist Union."

ri" g ssart politician whe knows how to cut back
encagh money for the recenstruction of his coontry ard for raising the
living standard of the Usrmn peopls."

Stalin:" He remalred what he was vhen be started his career - a burglar
of 3 postoffice. “o was the mest ruthless dictater."

Halenkov: "Another top Communist leacsr — probably not much bettsr than
the others, but it 1is trus that it wzs under his regime that ths
first relaxations came.”
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F s "A Spanish and 8 Commumist leader who defeated
the Spanish Communists in a fierce fight. I wish he had established
democracy instesd of dictatorship, but if I have to choose, I rather
see Spain under hia leadership than under loscow's."

Bavan:" Leadsr of the British laber Farty who for & while fumctioned
quite well as head of the British Cabinet but then the conservatives
d4d a way with him." (Interviewer's note: respomdient apparently
sonfuses him with Atles)

: ¥ Respendent spit symbol}ically and he says:" This goes
for Khrushchev and for the entire Behovad gang. (Interviewsr's notes
Behoved is & Yiddish word which respondent umes quits often in the
msaning of "mo damm good™)

Tite:"Respondent refers to his statements made above (Interviewsr's notes
Chaptar D, of Chapter XVI)

Paron! Hespondent again refers to hin statement made above (Sub-chapier
A #f Chepter XV) which is not much mcre than sero knowledge.

Moletov:" Apothar Communist bum who is foxy enough to decelve tha
United States. Whet a tragle comlosl mbhxkex esituationd...."

Mlephapar:" The Kest Cerman socizlist leader who, thank Cod, was
dafeated by Adensuer at the recent elections.”

Churchill: "The old Eritish leader who is onme of the greatest statesman,
it is t oo bad that he has become too old.¥ I wish he had besn followad
by Hoosevalt when he auggested that the Allies open a second-front on
the Balkans that might have saved Hangary froa Soviet dominationm,"
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ATTITUDES TOWAHD EXTLES AND EXTLE ACTIVITISS

As_Charscterigation of escapsea: Respondent eses the following

ups na those who fhked from Hunpary after the revelutions
E A great many of thoss who fought in the revelution; (2)
those who had planned even before to flee the "Soviet Mearadise”
because the ir lives wers full of fear and of wanty (I myself had
tried twice bafore the revolution apnd I didn't manage it, but this
time I managed to lesve the entire Communiat gang huhlnd'}-
(3) Those who were frightenad by the retura of the Hed Army and although
they did not play eny significant rele in the revolution, they fsared
reprisals ssockuckx especially that of depertatiom of youthy (4)those
who expected to enjoy many advaniages which were extendsd to the Hungerian
refugees dnd who flad without being aoteally forced to flee by anything
other than rosy expsctaticns.(Still speaking of the escspees, respondent
says that most of them were studsnts and young workers, but he days that
there wers people frem all other soolnl classes, and he says that
these of the population who were digportionately represanted among the
rafugees were college students and Jews.)

Asked about the r asem for leaving that the main reason was fsar. Fear
of persecutions and as & secondary reason, he mentions that psopls were
also afraid of misery which wouolc have boen in store for them had they
stayed in Hungary, and ha says in this connection we should bear in
mind that it is aloe the feeling of justice which is deeply hwrt by too
low weges; it is not only the feer of daprivations,

Spegking of the people whe e tayed behind, respondent saysi® they

woere mainly the commen paenle whe said "™hat would hanpen te the
Hungarisn nation 1€ all the eight and 2 half nillion fled?? We will

stay and hope that they won't kill us!" Most of those who stayed were

of thistype, but there were others who wers naive and carefree and =ald
that they didn't do anytiing in the reveluticn, hence nothing could
happen to them. Agaln others hoped that the aituation would change very
soon and they wantad to stay be'k to fight apgain if necessary. Thase
deserve the greatest respect. Uf course, thers wer alse the Fartymembers
who hoped that they would compensated now for the bad days they had
during the revelution when they were afraid of receiving the sams trost
ment  rom the revolutionaries es they had given them before.f And still
there was one mo.e group- net Communists - but whe were simply afriad

of ths uncertaintiss and tribulations ef an uammdn.f Thars were even
such mtriste who said andactuslly proved by thalr tehaviour that they
would mather dis than leave their nation and their sscred ground behind.®
(Interviewer's note: Since it is respondent whe had be far ths mcst
extensive axparience with refugees 88 a physican accompanying trains te
the West and visiting refugee camps in Austria and Germany, I think 1%
is 81l right to let hit spsek more extensively on this matter)
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Asked about his opinion of the ones who »tayed behind, respordent
says that the nonCommuoniste who stayed bahind did very well if they
wers not among thos who are liguidated by the AVO because they can
do a gr at deal of pood for the netion and even help those who are

persecuted.

Asked for an example of & person respondent Imew, he saye ene of his
friends wanted to escaps but his wife wae afraid of the uncertainties
and the dangers of the way that lad to freedom and she wad partiovlarly
worriad about their littls children. This is why they stayed behind,

Respondent thinks that peeple who stayed mck in Hungary think that
thoss who fled did very well and a gr at many of them wish they had
dope the same because freedom is &n ipestimably waluable. Respondat
alae adds that people in Hungary expect wory mmch from those whe
menaged to escape becanse they want them to prepare well for the
great psriod of reconstruction that will fellow avontual liberation.

HBespondent thinks that only & very faw people mbuld have stayed in Hungary
if they all had had ideal circumetances to flee to. He is reluctant

to give a2 proentage wise estimata but at long last, he suggested that
about 40 % would have still remained in Hungary.

B. Exile Orgpeisationn: and individutals: Respondent lmew of the
Hungarian Mational Committee and sevaral mambers of that organisation.
He memtiona the following by name (exile politicisns )i

Mspgr. Varga; Sulyok; Haan, Pfeiffer; Barenkovics; Forence Napy.

He knew about them that thay wers not much more effective than soms
pious civie club.

Agkead whether he hed any comaot with exile leaders since leaving
Hungary, respondent says that he mwt Mr. Haan of the Hungarian National
Commcil and that My. Haan helped him to find a job as the caznp physician
of the I tematioal Ladies Garment Union's summer camp in Penna.

Respordent knew of the Natioml Hungarian Council and he described nis
opinion in several paragraphs just abova.

Respondant neyver heard of the Assembly of Captive Nations.

He bsard merely the name of ths MHBE; he heoard the name of the L,beral
Demoeratic Union; he never heard of the Christian Deomocratic Uniomg
he didn't hesar of t he thres Trade Unloma in sxdle; he only heaxrd the
neme of the I*termetional FP-asant Union; he did-*t hear ofcescecccess
He heard of the existence of Hungarian Amarican Federation and mow
that it consisted of ald immigrants and they ' riad to help Hungarians.
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¥, 1 respondent thinks him a mediecre politician with

good will and not much more.
Ferpc Begy: He thinks that he spoke too much &nd acted too little.

" t He used Yo have & good opinion of that olde xile
statesman but now he thinks he has become too cld.

Faul Augr: All respondent lmow of him is that be used to be one of the
Ambas-adora t¢ Hunpgary but he wouldn't lnow well.

Imre Koviecs: He recalls that he was a losder of the psasant party and
that he was & daring fighter for democracy with socialist Inclinstions.

Imre Ssalig: Respondent Rossn't know him.

t Ha thinks that he ws a geod socialist leader who never
sssociated nimself with the Communists, but when he became an exile he
couldn't do mueh for Hungary either.

Laggle Tsubinser: Respondent dosan't imow who he is.

Kimboskan Kilay

Mikolonxfuwiekxs He thinks that Kiley was too undecided between left
and right - between Germany and the Westorn Allies but he is of good
opinion about his stubborn refusal to desnl a deadly blow to Hungarian
Jemry, in pits of tremsndous Cerman Emxmmmx pressure.

Zoltan Pfoiffer: Raspondant doesn't know enough of him to say antiing
wrth while, he thinks.

He used to apprecista him in his attempt to opposs
Cosnuenisa but he dossn’t know of his later role.

t "A depenerate, idiet who thinks that he still can
becoms the King of Hungary. bven back in 1952 when Communist power in
Hungary was at its high point, he broadecast through the Spanlah radie
that he =zade an agreement with the Hungarian Socizlists and that he
would come back to reipn over the Hungarian mation.”

M_H?gr: Haspondent sume up hia oninion of him by saying that
he was about two decades behind his assignment as ths regsnt of Hunparv.

Respondent thought in Hungary that the sxiles weras anxious to maks
the world realise that Hungary's freedom is the cauoce of the froe
world and not only of ths Hungarians.
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He thinks that they accomplish vary little and this wae only in
part their fault, because the werld didn't want to listen to thea
much, but they were alse to blams, he saya, becauss they did

too much party bickering among themselves, instead of reprasenting
Hm'ﬂm mmtﬂn

He thinks that exile politicilans should not play pelitics hers
but represent Hungarian interesats.

He thought eof the exiles during the revolution and heped that thay
would parsusde the great powera that Hungary should be helped. At
the sans time, he was also afraid that extireme right exile elemsnts
would also gst back to Hungary and would stags another "white
terror.” (Interviewer's note: Respendent refers to the infamous
first few months of the anti-Communist regime of Humgary in 1920,
when irresponsible and unsorupuleus extreme right zoldiers of
fortune and politicians had their way in Hungary.)

Cs Hedefectors.
Respondent didn't mesl any redefectors but heard of seme.

He heard that many of these redefectors regretted that they ever
want back to the Communist regime and he hesrd of others that they
had been AVO informants from the bepinning ard others turned
informente; to save their own skins.

Respondent says the Communists started the redefection campaign to
prove that not everything is smeetness end light in the weat.
They used the report of such redsfectors to their advantags, wall

editing and changing them to thetwxswax suit their own purposss.

Feople gemeraully speaking, he says, felt very sorry for those
"focls" who belisved the Communists and retwrned.

D, Exile tauks.

He thinks that the paople in Hungary would like to know about
the exiles, that they cen make & living and can find their right
places in the socisty of the foreign countriss, and that they
prepare to return after liberation to rebuild the country, with
the knowledge of the free world.

Asked what they should knew of the exiles, reapondent says that
they should know about them as much as possible, because they
are kesnly interested in how they get along and they would like
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te ses and heer of everything that sounda hopaful to tham.

Asiced what he thinks the exiles should kmow, respondent saye
that they should find their places in the socistiss in which
they actually are, they should adjust thsmsslvss. They shoyld
band together in Hungarimn exile arganisations, they should
spread the truth of Hungary among the peoples of the world.
They should perfoct their kmowledge and thelir skill to become
better citisens of a liberated Hungary.

He pmmmmsmXiky thinks that he persopally should get back to his
asatuel fimkd profession sgain and should acquire as much
experience in it as possible.

He himsalf would like to join a&n eaxile organi=ation only after
he has found & Job in his own fiald. Thaen he would like to
belong to & larpe organization which does not play party
pelitics.

Asked about parties befaore 1948, respondent refers to his
statement made sbove, (Interviewer’s aote: Or in sub-chapter
A of Chapter II,) that there should be no party pelitics inm
exdle.

He thinks that party pellitica were premture In the few fres
days following the victory of the revolutlon, because the nation
ought to have girded itself to fight again with the returning
Ruasian troops.

Spsaking of groups that went into exdle previocusly, respondent
says that scientistn, eoperts and highly skilled and trained
people should hsve returned above all and not party politicians.

Coming back te speak again of the revived pertiess, respordent
says that thay should have groupad into fewer and more afficient
parties andd should not have been split up inte so many groups
reacly to fight each other.

K. ﬂ;[ﬂ_ﬂ !E' he futfgu.

Respendent would like to go back to Hungary "to serve my beloved
people because my life will be much more worth if I can serve
them much more."

He wants hls children to leam "the blaesed Hungarian langusge"
whaether they are here in the United States or anywhere 4in the
world, and he wants his children's children to do the sams. FEut
at the same time, he wants them to learn perfect Xnglish as well.
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XIX. AUDIENCE REACTIORNS TO RADIO AND LEAFLETS

A. Radio,

Respondent listened to all radio stations which regularly relsyed
Hungarian lanpuage broadoasts in foreign countries of the fres
world.

Asked about recaption, respondent says he aad such a pewarful
radio set that he could listen to any of the foreign radie
stations without difflculties.

He says that Hsdio Free Europe end thoe Voice of Amsrica ware
particularly eagerly Jamed, bul he that they were never
jammed on every band Xemgihk (frequency) and they had to switch
only from one wave length to the other and they could catch jam
free spots. He Just had to find the right band and he could
haar everything clearly.

Ha listened only to Hungarian lanpguage broadcasta.

He found tims almoot every day, at laast for a few alnutes, to
listen, and quite often he listensd for hours, he says.

He told others what he heard and he says thia was a daily affair,
they always talleed over with friends and with colleagues what the
news was. MNurses snd other employees included.

Respondent very seldom listenad to foreign radio stations alone,
there were at leasl memlers of his family present, and s great
many of his friends were as woll.

Speaking of the physical ciroumstances of listening, respondent
says that the custodian of his building wes arganised by him and
they had a secret bell which was sounded by the custodian shensver
uninown people entered the building at nigat time, the usual time
for listening.

Jail
Speaking of dmngers, respondent says that the usual/terms ranged
from three to five years.

Speaking of whather this danger deterred paople from listening,
respondent says he doesn't think se, hecause Hungarisns are not
easily frightened,

Speaking of changes in the danger of listening, respondsnt says
there were only wavea but no significant changms.
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Spealking of his evaluation of these breadcasts, respomdant says
that by far the most objective was the BEC of London, and that
Radio Free Europe quite often broadeast unrelisble reperta.

He Wsmmdixk judged their accurscy on the basis of his om
experience, when @ beard about things that were supposed to
have taken place and he could see with his oem pakad eyes what
reality was. -

Speaking of the effecta of thess forevign radio broadcasts,
respondent says that their effect was tremendous, both befors
and during the revolution, becsuse they encoursged psople by
holding out hope to them.

Speaicing of Hadio Free Burops, respondent suys that the amount of
work of that wns epparently behind Hadio Free Surope broadcasts
is really tremendous and admirable end deserves svary anpresciation,
He mentions as a particularly well-liked program thst of Balint
Boda. He deacribes in great detail what the progreém of Balint
Bods looked like and he says that his program was Very,very
popular. He also telle about tricks people played by marking
the initials BB on streets and on walls, and even on the floor
of the carridors of City Hall in Budspest.

after

Asked for hls muggestions,/respondent expressed his desire that
Radio Fres Earope should continue ite broadcants, he says that
straight news is the most important. Secondly, news comnentariss
ars welcom, he says; anti-Communist propaganda is also walcons,
ne says, particularly 4f it is witty; he also recomands programs
about 1ife in western Burope and programs about 1ife in the (nited
States.

Asked about other sugmestions, respondent Suggeate whatever program
it is, the plarmers should always keep in mind that every item of
the program should be very brief. He 8ays that sciantific news is
particularly welcome and such programs as speak of Hungary of the
past, which is hidden from today's Hungarian youth.

Hu FLP Eﬂﬂlﬂu
Hespondent cannot recall heving heard the initials MEM.
Bat he recalls having heard of the 12 demends.

It seems to him that he heard of the 12 demende in the Fres Europe
radio brogdcasts.
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Co More gbout leaflsts.

Respondent saw only one Free turope Press leaflet, bul ha does not
remember mhst it contained. He received that lesaflet from somsbody
alse but he says on the one occasion he sew leaflets right in the
prison yard of tha Infamous largs prison in Szeged. They of courss
had no chance of picking them up.

Raspondent ‘lmard quite oftan of Free [urope leaflets.

Reapondent says that he like to see leaflets, ar at lesat to
hear of tham, and when there was a longer period without leafluts

he certuinly miesed them.

He pays that there was & very great danger connected with pleking
up leaflots, particularly in passing them: The danger, he saya,
did not deter people at sll from ploking them up and not even from
pagsing thom op, although pussing them on was even more seversly

punished.

Respondent says that the AVO was sc anxious to collact the leaflets
befors psopla could pick them up that it organized aspacial teams for
juat thia very purposs, TWhensver they received reports that |
leaflets wore fslling. t

Hespondemt eaw no noticesbls changes in this in tho last 10 years,
all the leos since the lsaflets were not dropped for ten ysars.

Heapondent had a good opinion of these leaflets,; the ome he read
and the others of which he heard made & good impression on him
and he was intarested in them. In fact, it annoyed him that he
did not gt mare into his hands.

Ha conanidered them useful because he thought that thay ware
encouraging people to hold out in hopeleds situations.

Respondent doesn't lmow of any leaflets droppad during the revolution.

Heapondent thinks that lsaflets should be dropped in the future
again to Hungary, but they should be painetakingly realistic, he

SRy S

Hs suggests that these lsaflets should contain particularly warnings.
af Gertain Communiat leaders and ALQ of ficers and henchmon should
bs warped that unlesa they atop, or at lenst leasan the degree of
terror they asxarcise, they will havs good reascns for having it
srmass nightmares.

Hespontsnt thinks that such warnings would halp.
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D, Ocals of western proups.

Respondent answers the question by ssying: "Their goal apparently
is to counteract the force of Communist propaganda, to drive
Communism inte a defending positien and %o ammiciizks annihilate
it in the wery end."

He thinks that all western groups operating in this field have
identical goals.
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XX. CHILD REARING AND DISCIFLINE

Asked what children should be taught above all, respondent says:
"They should be taught first of all the diffsrence between good
and tad, between things one may do and things one should do and
things one shouldn't do. They should be taught affection and
iove for their families, for the pation, for their fellow men
and, later, they should be taught to study very seriogusly and
dovotedly. They should also ba taught clsar, well-reasoning
political thinking."

Speaking of diseiplining children, respendesnt says that he thinks
basic discipline is necwseary. "I am not for letting the child
groew up by itself and davelop by itself as some modemmistic idsas
suggest. At the age when reaaoning camnot ba understood by a
child and when he dosa not hawe the brain to ape tha difference
between right and wrong and good and bud, he must be kept in
discipline so that he can get used to behaving right. It is
later, when Hls brain develops, reasuning will assums a more
seriow rele and of course in an ever-intcreasing messure. But the
tiny tota should receive some little spanking if they do not
obey il they are tald,”

Hespondent says: "The treatment allotad for boys and girls can by
no mean® be the same. Oirls should be handled much mare dalicatsly.
More leniency and more affection are in place in the case of girls.
Of course I could elaborate on this topie, because it brings out

nlllthu interesting psychological dirferences btetwsen boye and
girls."

Asked sbout changes in treatment as & child grows dlder, respondsnt
refers to his statemsnt wade twe parsgraps sbove,

(Interviawer's note: It is intentionally that I include the
references of respondent to his statemsnts made before, because he
has an excellent pemory and he never missss pointing to former
atatemanta. In a few stataments there was & period inbetween.
This interview dragged out for a week and was held st odd hours,
in the evening and at night, But in moet casss I remsmbered myself
that we had gl reacy spoken on that subject, but still 1 wanted to
try out whether he repesated the same or told somathing diffarent
or something in addition. As wes the cass with most raspondents.
This respondent, however, has an unusually good memory and is
unusually slert.)

Asked sbout any incidermt when he was punished as & child, respomdent
laughas impishly ard says: "dy foliks had a gond many ressons %o snank
w8 end my brother. We always deserved the punishments, but damrm it,
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we got an swiul lot of them. TWe committed great mischiafs, and
ganarally speaking, | have Lo conceds, we were really miachiesvous,

boys. Uy older irothar was a very good sport and ingenious
invent ive young boy who really enjoysd mischisfos and usuvally
m into them. In one instance, for example, we gk ware
saverely punished because the following happensd: My father
bought four new light Arablan harses with & very light carriage.
These Arablan harses were the kind which carnot walk slowly, if
it starts out it runs right sway. Ny oldar brother fourd out
that it would be a new trick to tie a small four wheel wagen which
I had to the rear axis of the carrisge. He sugmetad that I pat
into that wagon and that he get intc the driver's seat of the
carrizge and drive the four Arzbian horpes.”

(444

Asked how old they were when this heppenad, respondent sald thet
he was 8ix and his brother was aleven. He continued: "y brother
#arted driving the four Arabien horses and we got on the highway
At a spoed that sy littls wagon flew more in the gir swaying to
the right and to the left than it ren on the ground." Respondent
basrtily lavghs as he tells ths story. °I held mysel{ tight and
B3 people saw us on the highway and in the streete they all yellad
that the small child would fall out and thet my hrothisr should step.
Wa kept running et an ever increasing speed until we mxsmmi ren by
the fire station and two firemesn rar out whe lnew their way around
horees. Those two firemen grabbed the bridles of the harses and
stopped them. Just a few seconds later, my falher and my uncle
also arrived, driving ancther carrisge behind us with which they
moant to cateh ue, and I need not tell you what we receiwed.®
Hespondent laughe even heartier than before. In retrospasct,
spparently, he geta s big kilck out of it. "y father had a
swagger stick in his hand and my uncle a llght and fancy horsawhip
with which he drove the horsss. Both the smagrer stick and ths
otaffl of the fancy horsewhip are very elastio, thin bambes, as you
know, md my brother and I got a very thorough spanking with them.
Although I wasn't sure why I should be spanked, since it was my
brother, after all, who tiesd my little magon %o the carriage and
who drove the horses, I thought that it was natural for my angry
father and my angry uncle to apank us,” respondent says, still
Laughing, and he keeps laughing as he goes ovn with the stary:

fThe spanking certainly didn't help =y brother very much, -ven if
they had ekinned him that would not have kept him beck from
committing more mischief, or perhaps these spankings mrevented

hia from doing even more mischisvous things, I don't Imow. Anyway,
next time he was sven more inventive and he mepared scme small
balls of cotton, kghhadhchasr ambaahispdmemoaiamiondmpanx
sanddestinedine pot them in the ears of tle harses which were hitched
to the wagon. But he was cautious, and first told me thet I had
bettar climb oo a tree and I okeyed his sugpestion and watched
sttentively to what followed next, He then went from horse to
horse lighting the cotton balls with the help of a cigarette, and it
is well known that cotton smolders vary slowly. The second




The moment that the smoldering cotton started burning, the ears
of the horses they started running so fast that they broke the
carriage in pioces. Nothing remained at last but the twe fromt
nheels. My father and my uncle locked for us right away and
when thay found ue they gave my oldsr brother an even more
thorough spanking and i1t was oply my uncle who rescusd me from
a spanking, because my irate father sccused me of not having
report the plot in time to prevent disaster. DBut you may be
sure I had no notdon to inform on my brother, this 'innocent lamb.'
Some mischievous behavicr was not the exception but the rule and
so were the spankings.”

Respondent says that in most fanilies among hias acquaintances,
children older than six were punished by their fathers.

Girls were punished more by their mothers, he says, but them he
hesitatesa and says that most mothers rather thrsatensd their
children by telling them 'Just wait when your father comss homs,
he'll let you hawe itd’

Probed as to whether thesa were mere threats or actually fulfilled,
respondent says it is his recolloaction that in most cases they
were merely words.

It is respondent's impression that in mogt famillies it is the
father, rather than the mother, who metes out the punishments.
But he doesn't think there are any differences in this respect
betwomn social classes.

Respondent saw no changea in this during the last ten ysars. Ths
only change he observed was that some parents refrainsd more from
punishing their children becauss they were threatensd by some
teachers, even with the AVD, if they bodily punished their
children.

Respondant says that physical punishement was abandensd in their
family amd in other familiss of friends and relatives, mosily at
the age of five or six, in the cese of girls, and about seven or
eight in the case of boys, in most cesee.

Punishment, in general, was pbandonsd for boys at ths age of between
12 and 14 and for girle usually at the age of 11 or 12, The only
kkind of punishment he says that remains, even in later years, 1s
Eﬂmu.'!".'l-ﬂgn

He thinks intellsctuals abandoned corporal piunishment at an esrlisr
age than did clasees with less sducation.

Asked about changes Communism hrought about;—respondent says that
on the wrols theys were less punishmente and sarlier sbandonsd ones
bacaype-it-was dothe BEXT CThat even efter it was no nare ufficielly
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Asked shout changes Communism brought about, respondent says that
on the wholes there were less punishments and earlisr abandoned
ones baceuse it was in the 2ir that even after it was no more

of ficially emphasised, that parents may be punished if they hit
their children.

Rsapondent says that before Coomunism, there was vary strict
discipline held in svery grade school and that sticks were nsed
to spank children who didn't behave, and to hit their pslas.

But under Commanism, this was sbolished and the teachers,
particplerly in farm areas, had terribles difficulty in trying

to keep discipline without mssns to imposs it. Ths msans in their
hands wag a kind of disciplinary report card, in which they mads
remariks about the faults and mischisfs and bad things, omissi ons
and so on, that & child committed and they sent that home to the
parents, sc that they would be informed. Furente were supposed
to discipline the child, but not by corporsl punishmsnts, He
Says, 5o mrents used persuasion and censuring.

Asked what charscteristics he values moat in a friend, responcent
saye: "Selflessness, honeaty, truthfulnees, fsithfulnees and
strai ghtforwardness.”

Asked sbout changes in friendship under Communism, respondent
says: "There were much fower true friends than be fore, because
fear sopersted people from each other. Friendships devel oped
under much more difficult circumstances than before. A frisnd
had to preve the sincerity of his friendahip by deeds and under
great difficultiea. Henoe, there were not many real frisndships
but thoss were certainly gsnuine that wers existing. It was
ErEnsxkaxinkizgx charecteristic that during the ravolution
peopls became so frisndly with sach other and becams really
brothers and sisters, even to the point of salf sacrifices, of
which thers wore very mary. This proved that people loenged for
friendahips and when they were no more hampared by fear thay
were happy to share friendly feelingn with everybody.®
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CHARACTSR Description.

Respondent is one of the many types that may be called typicslly
Hungarian. He is approxidately five feat, five inchos tall, and
somewhat stockler than the wall-tmilt male of that height.

He makes the impressicn of 2 man who has been quite active in sports
bacausa his bearing and his walk ars very elantic and energetic.

His hair ar¢l his eyes are brown, and his somevhat oily skin is considerably
darker than thet of the average American who is of North Buropsan

dascent. His syea are radiating warm emotions and his somewhat coarse
voice is sonetimes subtly trembling with emotions. lle sponks passionately
and his fingers tromble sometimen when he puts his eclgarettes down or

when he extends them cut.

Poise, breeding, warm frisndliness and extramsly stralight -formerd
attitude appear to characterize him more than anything.

He has sonsthing in his appesrance! soldierl sring (even sometimsa
celicking of heela when hs introduces himpelf) combined with man-like
charm and very good humour that reminds tme of ong typs of Hungarian
hrmy Officers and other members of the middle-class proud of

their being Heserve Officers, a type which used to be respscted in

by gone ysars and liked by both supsriors and subordinates and soolsty
paople as wall.,

He 1a & tyr® of man who talks to his employess in the lovest 1ncome
bracket as informslly, in fect almost brotherly or paternally (dapending
upon age) as to his superiors with vhom he is on friendly terms - or to
his high-class socisty friends.

H4s narration,as well as my personal experience with him (whieh has
becone quits ample since I got acquaintad with him through the interview)
makes 1t clear that he works feverishly, quickly and extremaly carefully.
Just as much as he is devoted to his duty he lLikes te enjoy 1ife: home,
food, beverages, cigarettes, cards, billimards and the sight of and the
talk about woman. He has a very wmarm affoeetion towerd his loved ocnas,

anid has no real animosity excapt quick though raging toward his ensmies.
In fact, raging anger of a few minutes which sxplodes into words rather
into deedas is not unlmown e en toward hin frispds or family members.
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Character description continved. pg. 2

He talks vividly end the practicel and conorete way of his thinking
ia clearly demonatrated in his description and accounte-

A weaknesa of his scems to be an inclination to hide his lack of
knowledge and lack of information aboul cartain subjects. He likes

to appear alweys perfectly well=informed, aware of things and events,

and having & general knowledge. Since he has an emazingly high degsee

ef Information and an amasingly extensive knovwiedges in a great many
fields, it is sometimes embarrassingly hard to find out where reality
ends and shere smaggerations, so characteristic of meat Hungarians, begin.

The aforepentionad facts as well 28 his entire structure is best
understood and characterized by stating that sgkiom sdodonmgaximcks
Sachedicireaiooned koo although Lin intelligence is high above
the averuge, his emtions ssea to be peoonderant in too many
instances. It is interasting to obssive him when his thinking is
more under control of his reason end when 1% is more wer control
of hiz emotions.

i




