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GERONCLOGY OF PERSUNAL EXPERISROEY, ACTICES, ATTITUDES, AND
SIFACTATIONS fURING THE REWOLOT-ON

800
#0n Oct. 22, our business at Ehrnm goepital =oi &s usuel, I apoke
to one of ths doctors in a friendly conversetion, ss r= ware condueting
aech converaation very fraquently among esch other, avd he swhix censvred
iha Huomgarian people for bedng yellow and for siding with the Fussian
oppressore: He sald he thougit that the Wax Hungarisn people ware
gullty, that we got so far on the road %o Communism. [ dissented and
I snid that the Hungarian pecilo mould rise and snaks sff the yoks
iopoaed ypom cur neilion. He 3aid that I was nute to tnink that this
agnidful of the Hongarian nation would ever dare to chsllenge the almoet
unlimited power of the Hussisas."

"Cn Ogtobar 23rd, J had an off day. I went to holp my =ister, m=m who

wasd working for har husband 12 & furrier shope (Her hnaband was slso &
furriar.) I mantec to cross ovor from iuda to Pest, £9¢ T sg= ac immense
cramd of mostly students on Yie Margeret Aridge. Thess young pesple
radiated emthusiasr and overwielaming heppiness. It wesn really wonderful
to sea them march, But first I didn't imow what this marching was all
about, Une just cculdn't thiak of a resl demmmatration under those
alrcunstances io Hungaryd ... Who could think of a dercastration under
Conmumlam?i... As 1 went on %he bridge, people expressed their dislike

for my not walking with them, They seid, 'Cone to um' iy going from
Fudi to Feat was 2ll the mora conspicnons to then becsuse thers are herdly
any, I might say practically 1o people, walkiag in thst dlrection, but tha
imarnse cromd csme fran Fosat 5o Buda, Fs I laarnsd later, they wers heading
for the Bem statuwe, As they vent, I hesrd tham zhouting, 'PDom with Cero.'
'Garo shouldn't talk.’ 'Hunga-len army vniforms for tha poldiers!' 'Leng
1ive tho Polish youlh.® And chey made it quite clear that thuy were
denonstreting in sympathy for the Folieh, and they carried similiar signs.
Ch, T sald to wyself, Jesus, fxyix Msry, thess people are denonstratingl...
Thay went nuts. What will becone of thew?l... Az I reachad over the bridgs,
I suw immense croeds. I coull never have belilsved that suck an Immencza
erovd would dare to gather."

"For 12 ysars ws were not abl: to stir et all, We wers less abls to fo cut
en “he streests In a crowd. Cortainly not unless we ware so ordeced, and now
there pecple speak freely and shout thelr dssands in a Solé annner! ...

There were never as many psople In the strests sa now. Bases ard streetears
halted averywhare cns could sce, and I cax an eximole wien a streetosr atopped
end the driver, as well as tha conductor, got cut. The sortuetor Had carrlad
his briefcase with him, in wh ok he bsd the mesmwes monay hé collected. Thay
vanl demcnstrating. 1 saw tho same heppening in Bese:z. Ao T went clesar to
tha dumonetrating cromd, I sav mamy people wesping, anl others claoping their
hands and shouting for joys vent to the fwrier shop of my brother-in-Llaw
&nd sister, and I mesant to he.p them. FHut nothing cams of it, tecause other
tgquiintances and friends camo and we juet kept talldne and 4ha worlk Just
didn't progress. They told un what they thempsalves exparienced so far. ™
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"y brother~in-law told 1s that it was at 1l a.m, vwhen he &tood in front
of his shop and the studants want by and he asked them what they wanted
and they told him that thsy wanted to demonstrate. There wars other
people who objected that Minister of the Interior Piros had issued a ban
on the demonstratioma. Sut the stidents answered that they didn't care.
Alledgedly, later, Piros retrscted this ban snd now they went ahead. So
that whan I met them a 1ittle after 2 pums, I met, as 1 told you, inmenss
cromds. "

“"As we spoke for a while in the ghop, I grew restless, and I told tham
that in such times I just cannot sit still, but want %o be thers whure
things ars happening and wanted to go ocut into the streets. By then it
was gbout 6 p.m., and evan & little after, becauzs even the time when I
srrived at their shop in Pest was very lomg, because, as I met the cromds
that came from Pest to Buds I wes slcowed domm, As I say, it wae alter

B pem. that we vent out to tha streets, and went sll around. Anc this

is how we got near the radion urtut.innu We saw the larpest crowd in that
neighborhocods This is =ay we went there. .1 cannobl describs to you

what it means, a sea of wsn, We couldn't even enter the Sandor Strest.
There wara many busea standing amd 2 great sany studants stocd on top of then
and the entire cromd shouted, 'Down with Gere.' 'Jaro shouldn't talk.'
'Gero is mumber two.'"

"There wers four of us who actually left to po aromd, my asister, my
brother-in-law and a friond of his. BEut those tvo, I mean the tw men,
wenl somewhers in ancother directlon in the ipmenss crowd, no I stood
there with my sister. Wa got near the entrance of the radic building
but couldn't get any closer, bescause by then they Cthrew out taar gas
bombs. (Interviewsr's note: Asked what tims it was, respondent says it
was & little befors @ pens) Usro was supposed to talk on the redio at
8 pom-. As tha tear gas Loms ware thrown out from the windows of the
radio building, we heard very soon also shooting end I decided that i%
wad best to leawe. And I sugpssted ve go home. We withdrew somewhat
and got to the area of the so—called Muzeum Nert (Mumsum Carden). Wa
of courss couldn't sse wall from that distance what was going on at
the radic building, =0 w2 also listensd to ona boy who had ol imbed up
a8 tall streat light post amd who instructed peopls around him about
wnat he saws. If he stopoed giving"preogress reports", pecpls in the crowd
Bolted with him, threstening him (jokingly) that thay w uld throw him dowm,
and others called him "Fluhar" (Interviewer's note: Piubar was the
mest Rmmgsxism famous Hungarian running commantator betwsen the tmo
World Wars and durlng Weerld War I1.) 'Fluher, they said, why don't you
give us new announcements emd repourte? The bhoy gave u.ﬂ reports like
"Now they throw again taar gas bombe,' and then egain he sald that

the crowd throws it back to the building, and then wa were happy anc
applauded. But after such and similiar chearful notss, mara serious




shooting started at the entrance, which we curselves heard and the

boy reported, and belisve it or not, the Hungariesn people kept standing
there wi thout moving and they started singing the nationsl anthem.
Everyvbody was moved to teara."

"As the situation becsme more serious, we dacided to nove awey from the
dangar spet. An wo went on the streets, ws wondersd whether Caro
actunlly spoks and we watched windows which were open to listen to the
noise aof radio. In fact, we heard parts of the speach, and we also
heerd people standing in the street yelling up to those oper windows
things like, 'Shut that radio off, we don't want to hear that

scoundrel 1° '"Throw that trash can out of your windowl' (Interviewer's
note: By trash can, actuslly it was not trash can, because in Hungsr
they have trash bomea. By 'Trash can', obviously, they msant rgdios.
‘Thie miserable oreature is talking in spite of the fact that people
don’t want to listen to himl' This i= what one person saild, end others
seid similiar things. In that certain instance, it happened that the
people living in that flat shut off the radic. We now decided to go
back to the shop and so we did. After s while my brother-in-law cams
back, too, and in the shop we staried tel king over our experisnces.

Al of a sudden wa hesrd a tremendous bettle noise, (Interviewor's
nota: Asked what time it was, respondent says it might have been about.
9 pams) Wo heard a lot of shooting and yelling: As wa hurrisd to the
Halwvin Squaras, we saw ons strestcar turmed overs (Askad vhare they
manted to go, respondent says she wanted to go home to Buds, and her
brother-in-law and sister wantsd alno to go nome to a suburb of PBudapest.)

(Interviswer's note: In this case, it is not only requested, it is a plea
of this interviewar in no connection to ineluda such details from w ich
At cen be guessed that the furrier shop was near Kalvin Square, or near
Sander St., because respondent's brother-in-law and sister are still in
Hungary, and their identity could easily be established snd you know well
enouph what would eminants from anything that is published in such a way
that these peopls could be identifisd by ths AVO.)

*Curioaity still drove us back to the neighborhood of Sandor Street, and
wa sgw three trucklcada of AVO officers, who came back from the diraction
of 3apdor St. Apparently the crowd bloclked their way to get there, and
they were backing. As peopls saw this, psople in that erea ran to them
and struck their hands and prasped their arms and msk pleadad with them:
'Tou peopls are Hungarlana, too, aren't you? Flease don't shoot., Don't
shoot at young Hungarisns.' Psople pleaded with them, crying, and thoss
sulled back at the erowd and tock thelr caps off and drove away. As theay
drove off, people yelled wkxkimwy 'Long live' at them and ¢lapped thelr
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hands and threw busses end kisses at them. It was moving to see how

far poople went, even with the most dreadsd AVO to save Hungarian lives.
I wept as a kid whan I ssw that they were able to psrsunds these
murderers not to gxtend help to ths AVO stationad at the radio bullding.
It was indeed & deeply moving experience %o listen to people as thesy
eall the AVO thelr brothers, and believe that these inhuman characters
would beheve like humens, and then to see that they, for ome resson or
another, I would say efterwsrds, but then me all felt that they ware
persuaded to withdrgw, ™

"We went tack to the ehep again. Ve walked, I should say, becavse than
ny trother-in-law and sistsr got out their motorcycle and laft for home,
to ruah buck to their children. I also decided to go home. I had to
walk s long distance, until I found streetcars that were running again.

I didn't get far with the strestear when students cams along in taxis
arl called on peoples in the streetoar to go and help them becauvss the
AVO wins shooting studsnts at the radio building. Host people left our
streetcar indeed, immedistely, and 1 stood thers beside gn old woman

and saw the streetoar conductor {lving into & rage. He turned to us

few people who were still sitting there, and sald 'I haven't sesn
something 1ike that in my life, when our blood 1s belng shed, when our |
blood is rumning in streams, that there ars people who dan't go thares to
help them, but sit back. Thay seen not to sense that we are sll brothers
and pinters. I leave this duik streetcar myself.' The dld lady sitting
next to me replisd to ifwx his that she was too old and could hardly
walk and couldn't do any good sven if she went there. The conductor
told her that he wasn't speaking to her, but to peopls who were strong
in body, and he pointed at o fow middle-aged men, who didn't stir, but
kopt sitting quietly. Dut thas streetoar conductor was reslly mad that
thus he had to keep on the strsetiosr, end he actuelly did get us as

far s his route. After mckaginmy changing strestecars at cns of the
bridges, I managed to gel howe snd went to bed thinking that things would
gtrad ghten out all right."

"Next morning (Cct. 24th) I woke at 5 a«ms bscause I heerd a tremendous
eracking ol rifle firs and clatter ef =machine guns, and even artillary
pieces could be heard. Everybody in our house wae acutely interestad in
sseing the developments, and severasl of us left for Margit Horut (Margaret
Circle Rd.), and we found immense crowds sverywhere in the strests. I
nevar imaginsd that stlrests could be so filled with prople. We went to
one of the cafes and the cafe wae mare full of peaopls then I hed sasn
before. The people at the bar and the weiters didn't mansge to serve




people wall, sc people served themselves, and nobedy could have checksd
on then whether they paid or not, but I'm persunded there wasn't one
person who took mdvantage of this situation. After a while, the manager
ammounced to all thes customers in his shop that hes was pnot able to sarve

coffee beacause he ran out of gasolins, and he nesced gaselline for his coffes

nachine, and asked if somebody could get gasoline for him. One of the
custonsrs stood up and said that the manager should give him two men to
help him, and ke would get msolines The manager replisd that there
weren't any more pecple to spare because two of tha walters didn't come
in. Al of a sudden, twe of the girls voluntesred, and the three left.
Aftar & while they csme back with & lerge can of jasoline-"

"We stood there for quite a whila jin that cafe, and still didn't realiza
that 4t would be a revolution and that it would be nacessary to pet food
suppiiss homs., Indeed, noxt morning we didn't have a pisce of bread at
homs . §Interviewer's notet: Here I asked respondent not to spesk yet of the
next day, but to keep om telling things in a row. "

"After a vhile, v (a next door neighbor and I) went to places on Yargit
Korut, where we ocould find large food storss, still not thinking that

we Mﬁit. to hoerd anything. We Just wanted to buy the ususl day's neadsa.
There were long ques in front of the pgrocery stares, but this time no
policemen guarded the pisce of the ques as was quite usuzl in Budapeat.
This time all peopla fell in line and waited quite patiently and were
axtromely understanding toward sach other,"

"Evan the shop clerke in the grocery store were different then ususl.
Une of them annocunced, 'This time it is we who eat the real butter, and
not the Russlans. mixx Up until tedsy we have eaten only mergarinet!
It was Just wonderful as peopls changed and became much betfer then they
had bean up te that wonderful day."

"As wo went home, we saw still very lerge crowds milllng in the streets
and many trucks full of students with bega carrying asmunition and arms."

"fihan we want homa to Obuds, I cocked supper end we tallmd over events

in great excitement with naighbors. This was the first time that we had
no fegr at all when we listenad to ladio Free Europe and the Voice of
America. In fact, we let our radlo set blare out gquite lowd. Just
imagine when my radio was tco zoft st once, ay next door neighber pouncad
on the wall shouting, 'Coms cover: !y radio getas it wvery clearlyl' Such
a thing cculd nsver happen beforel Next day the entire houss lecame a
hapopy family and we went to such homes where the radio was sikmdigeigee
alledgedly the best, to listen to foreign radioc atations. And others
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invited us to drink coffee with them, and brought over the fine sopxmewwx
sxites espresso type demitasse, and peopla exchanged views as Treely as
before only in very trusted family circla, Ws listenad to Hadlo Fres
Buropa, Lo the Volce of America, to the London-Hungarian news. Ancther
family brought from their best liguars and wa felt that we witnessad
history in the making. I% might have been sbout 8 p.m. when we started
listening, ax! 2t 4 a.m., most of us were still engaged in listening.

We caught even the Franch redio and iadrid, in Spain, and 1t was thrilling
to listen how the entire warld took notice of events in Budapest. We

said to sach other,'We must win this!' "We can't fail this time!' We ware
in & very cheerful mood as we went to bed, and there ware moments during
listening, as well as vhen we went to bed, that we wers overcome by
anxlety. Only when we didn't hear battle noise, because then we thought
that the Fight stopped.”

"lext morning (Cot. 25th) by now wa saw clearly that it was a revolution
and that it was wise to stock food, and wo want shopping. The men in owr
howme, including my husband and next door neighbors, and the young men
all left. And the sume was in houses neerby. They went, not only to see
events, but to help wherever they could. My husband, for instance, helpad
the fighters at the Szell Kalman Square. Ha helped them bulld barricadss
ard fix gasolire bottles with hankerchiefs and lster with rags. I learmed
of this from my husband when ha cama home late that night."

ni want shopping agein, 28 I said before, on Margit Farut, and saw agein
irmsnge crowds everywhere. Farticularly, you might ssy, that all of Obuds,
the ones that didn't fight, @thered on Tlorian Square. Cthar ssctions
of the city pathered in other places, but psople were so eager to pet
together and to hear things and to talk over things."

"&t night the program was just about the seme as I described It of the
day before. I mean forelgn redio stations, coffes, a get-togethar of
all faniliies in our bhuilding, and sc on. iy husband told us that the
students in Szell Felman Square with whom he was together sll day, and
whoa be helped, were like angels and fought as the boldest fighters you
cen imagine, and gll people in that naighborhood nalped them, and even
old women carriasd gesolins up to the attics, whers they prepared the
gasoline bottlea. Cthers told ps about their experiencos, and again we
wera & happy family. From then on this was repeated, night after night."

"Next morning (Oct. 25th) my husband went te Szell lalman Squere apsin,
armad with a large bundle of rags for the gasoline botiles. I decided to
ge shopping apguin. Aftar shopping, I thought that g8 the numbar of
wounded increased, I might be meedad as 2 traired nursa, and I went from
ore hospital to snother in Obude asking whether they neseded me. I was
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told at every hoapital that they were well supplied with nurpes as well
g8 with evarything elss, At the Margit Hospital, I learped that they
had established also sn auxiliary hospital at Csillaghegy, and that
people in the neighboring areas showered the placs with all kinds of
gifto, including flowers, and that the wounded, among them a student
wio became an emputee, had had 1t nover so good in all their livea."

"In the evening, we went out to Margit Horut, We just couldn't sit
quietly at home. The strests were filled again with crowds and there
vere savaral peopla who stoppsd every wvehicle which wanted to crous

over to Fest. I was thers when paople stopped two trucks and asked

them what thay were planning to do. The truck drivers and the peopla
vho acocmoanind the truck answered: 'We are carrying bresd for the boys
in Fast.' The cromd enswered them: 'UH. You may go, but one of us

goes with you," and cre of the men jumped up into the truck. As the
two trucks contimed on their way at vary slow pamm spsad. After a

faw staps, people in the cromd did the very same to the trucks, I was
curivus to see what would happen, and I followed them. 1 overhaard

the same type of conversation es a few minutes befare, but here there
was a man who thought a little farther, and azked them to determine
exactly to which fighting group they were carrying bread. They were
more than embarrassec and couldn't say anything, and psople grew
suspicioun, and this zan ordered them to turn back. People started

ax 2 nethodical interrogation. #&= The interrogation ended with a very
strong suspicion that these psople intended to bring the bread for

AVD or othar parts of the Cemmunist orgenization. But people recemed had no
real proof, so they cidn't want to harm the mon scconpanying the trucks,
but thay wanted to distribute the bread to somsbody elsa. One of the
doctars of the Irgalmes Hospital stood right thare with us, and he
suggested that they turn over the bread to this hospital: We wont there
together with the doctor, several of us, and w= passed the bread from one
to the other, and unloaded Semxkwsdormdorceoniisfax one of the trucks
in a jiffy. The other truck waes taken with the same porposs to the

Uj Szent Jancs Hoapitsl. It was wonderful to ses how all psopls
cooparated, abaolutely unsslfishly.'"

"As wa finished unlosding this truck and wentad to return to whare ws
came from, the truck driver was gone. The doctor turned to the peopls
arcund and sasily found coe who could drive."

(Intarviewer's note: It twms out only now in the interview that not
the entire truck was unlosded, only part of the amount of bresd, and
es it will become now clear, they went to unload the reat of the bread
at other hospitals.)
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“Since the truck driver was gone, the docter asked other neople who could
drive a truck, mnd we easily found one. FHe jusped mockam in the driver's
sadt: The doctor and I and two more paople came with him, First we
veot to the Zsigmond dquare Hospital, There we unloeded part of the
bread. Another part &t the Mergit Hospitel, and =till another part at
pome children's heme in Cbuda."

"Hext dasy, (Och. 27th), 1 decided that I wouldn'i cere any mcre what
dangars 1 faced. I wanted to go to down and effer my help a5 2 nurse

in the hospitals in Fest, where I sxpacted that z shortage would develop
{of trainad nurses). I hsard that the Irgalmas Hospital in Pest had
particularly many hesvy wounded, and I decided to go there, I managed
to pet acrose the Margit bridge without any preater difficultiss. After
I crogssed the bridge, I had much mare difficulties to get where I wanted
end at lest I decided to go rather to ths Bsross Street Clinics, I
happaned to mest on my way a medical atudsant sho came from the same
direction as I did, who glso decided to offer her help at the hospitsl,
Just as I was @ing to. At the clinies I found that they were more

then busy "

the itussians. As one of these operating rooms was destroyed, I was told
that they lept operating on the woundsd. The doctore lapned over him to
protect the wounded from snything that might fall off the oceiling, as it
®as crackiing, &nd at long last thay dscided that they hed to push him
out %o the corridor, and thers they kept operating on him and made the
operation a success. From then on they were forced to transfer the scene
ef operations to the so-called dégk operating room. (Interviewer's note:
Thenover they have to perform & particulasrly seriocus oparation in Hungary,
doctors are supposed to and practios shows they like to, perform a very
similiar cperation on a dog. The dog operating reom is provided for
that purpose:) This dog operating room was much, much smsller than the
ones that are for the actual operations, and we had very little room for
the instruments, ecculdn't have one large instrument table, had to have
four small ones in four corners. It wag a thrilling experience to work
with those people. I will never forget the students, bloody as butchers
in 3 slaughter house, who carried the wounded incessantly to the clinics.
And those boys; end even some girls smong them, slapt by then the fourth
dey, only on the floor without blankets, becauas the wounded neaded all
the blankste that ware available. And still they had no wrd of complaint.
In feet, they wers cheerful. There were surgical nurses who for four
continuous days hardly ever interrupted their work at the opsrating room.
They just didn't have time to take a rest and let alone for & night'a
sleep. As I was there, wounded were taken to tha hospital with no
intarruption. It 1s impossible to describs what we went through thers."

|
"I found that both of the large operating rooms had been destroved by |
|
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"Take {or instance, whan thoy brought in a very youmg student wounded. He
happenad to receive a shob which hurt his throal, pierced through his
stomach and pierced his large inteatine, We are then already engaged in
another operation in that dog operating room, becauns that was the only
place availeble for such a purposs. At the same time, they brought in
also another student, who had a shot in his thigh. As wa wers exanining
him, the boy whose thigh mas shot said: 'Leave me alcne, don't bother with
mo. Tale cara of him, he's much mare heavily wounded!' The hsavlly wounded,
belisve it or not, crisd: 'Don't listen to him. leave me alone, I'll be
dying anymey. Save him, he can go on livingl' It is just as trus that I
an sitting here, it happened as 1 say."

"Wa, of course, had the policy to operate always on the heavier wounded
first, so it was not up-to the boys to decide, and something 1 have novar
1lived tkrough yet before, the throat specizlist oparsted on the boy's
throat, with his assistants, and the intestines specizlist cperatad o
his intestines at the very sasme time. In that tiny placa that wea the
dog operating room. We didn't have even a decent lighting. We didn't
have even time to undress the wounded, we just steralised those parts of
his body on which we were operating. We managed to save this boy &nd we
also operated cn the ona who had the thigh wound.®

"Byt such & work was only possible because the doctors just didn't slesp
at alls Actuslly, on paper, they teok turpas. But ths one who was just
rolieved, could met go to sleep. He went groumd the wounded to mes where
help ®ae nocsssary. And,of course, he also went to the racio to listen to
the Volce of America snd Radio Fres Eurcpe, to find out how things were
going. And whenever they had pood news, they came down to the operating
room, to prmounce it to the doctors and the nurses who were opsrating.

We had no more rocm in the sctual wards, s0 we svacuated and cleaned up
the bssement, and placed a grest many wounded thera. In the wards, as well
an in the basement, we decided to shut the window shutters, becauss thare
wore so heavy fighting not very far from us. We wars afraid every minute
that stray bullsts snd fragnente of grensdes would make aven mors wounded,
and perhaps sven dead among our mixk petients. But we were not able to do
80, beceuse they protested against it. They wanted t0 hear and to sea,

if poasible, as much ss they ecould of the fight."

"But thie attitude was ao charescteristic of them, We had numbers of
woundad who were supposSed to remain at the hospital to receive trestment,
and they just took off tc go on fighting. In fact, I should say they
escaped from the hospital sc g8 %o remain part of the battle. It is
impossitle to describo these moving experiences. A young married couple
who came in, both wounded, supporiing each other. Thsy were supposed

to taks at least two days reut, because they suffered shock. After two
hours they weres gons.™
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"But not only the fighters: The boya who volunteered to help as ¥mit nurses
or a& stowards were also great beyond description in their entire attituds,
and gervice. And they were courageous, belisve me. I've never seen
somathing like that! Take, for instance, when we were running short of
food: They volunteered to go down with a truck to Troms-Tanubia and to
find somewhare foods They lsft in the eveming and in the morning they
cams back with 12 slaughtered pigs, clearmd camplataly and ready for
kitchen use. And those boye brought the message from the village paople
who sent those pigs that they would lkeep providing wa with every food
nm:nnr:r if we .‘,Iuﬂt kapt ﬂght-:lngﬁ Mﬂmﬁm

Hut ﬂn you lmow Ihnt hlppmﬁﬂ? At that ’r.:i.mn the miniﬂ‘tar of puhlin

supply was still a Conmunist. You know at that time the Communists were
actuslly still in power, &nd he received news from somewhers how well we

ware supplied with food, and he ordered the largar part of owr pigs dﬂlimd
to his ministry so that hu could disposs of it. Bot don't think that we
ran short of food. Feople came from the country and thers was no request
necessary. Thay just cams and brought food, Truck after truck and wagon
after wagon came. Fsople cames with bigycles to do the seme. We had so
many potatoes, for instance, that we offered the population in the
surrounding area to come and to get from ws."

e ] TR

"There ware only very few sad facts of which I could give an account. |
I nappensd to know from before a doctor who mas & great Communist. The

students who helped us, of course, didn’t lmow that, and they spole in '
front of him just as freely as otherwise. Unm more than one occasion 1

had to warn tham to keep thelr mouths ahut if that fellow was present,

because I kmew exactly that he would report everything. This dootor did

cause trouble indeed in several instances before the revolution had won."

HAfter two daye and one night in which I had only ons,or perhaps two, hours
of slessp on cne cocasion, we were told by the directar of the Clinies that
it locked ms if the fight lasted for waeks, and all those volunteera who
could not stey hera for weeks, shut in as it might very likely happen,
should go homs. I decided to go home myself, and so I tock a special bus
which went over to Buda end with aching heart and viping ny tears, I left
those wonderful people."

(Interviowsr's nots: I asied respondent now to go ehead and speak of
November 4th, but she ineists upon telling at least one mors thing befeore
ghe goes over to describing events on November 4th. She ineluded many more
details in her story, which I left out so as to cut time. But I think I
should include hers something which she would like us to hear very much.)
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"ihen wa won the revolution, I hurried to tomn next morning and It seemed
ag 1f all people went in there and all psople amiled and were over-joyed

and talked to each other. People who have naver swen each other bafore.

(By the way, that was the samo during the revolution.) msan that pacple
talked to each other absolutely fraely.) I met ope of the doctors from

tha Beross St. Clinics where I was working in those two dayes and one night

I dascribed atove, and he told me that first thing when hostilitles ceased,
a groat many peopls came and offered their help to restors every danspe that
was dona to the Clinica. Ard, bellave or not, he said all windows were
broken and now all windows are restared.”

"Now I decided to go and to ses the prison hospital where I wam actually
employed, and whers I didn't care to go during the revelution. I found
people over-joyed even there. The prizcoers were all gone, I mean the
political prisoners, and the rotten, no-—good Communist directar of the
priscn hospitel was kickeZ out by the persemnel. I found That women
prisoners, patiente in our hospital, took sll of the clothes which I kept
there, including my uniforms, and be sure I didn't blase them, Decause that
was the only way they could dress up. And I learned that most of them
went right ewey fighting, the ones whose Healih was in bearable condition.
We kicked out (I mesn peacefully discharpged) all the Communists in the
leadership, which wers not many anyway, end we furmed a reslly wonderful
Revolutionary Council, consisting only of Honest, good people. Lveryining
seamed 0K and wa went happily home with the dstermination to start working
on Monday quite regularly. &Lven if the atreetcars were not running, we
decided to rether walk. But to begin working. AlL of this I tell you
here about was on Friday, (Nov. 2) and T shoull add that wherever 1 went
and heard pecpla talking, everybody said that the real work would begin
on Monday. Put don't think they were 1dle, becsuse they started cleaning
gp the streets, restors the streetcar lines, reorgenive institubiona and
everything elpe, and we were happy as persong can be. And we expected
Monday an the start of a naw Life."

nIn the morning of Sunday (FNove 4th), the noise of artillery shelling
awakened us and wa run right away to the radioc to see what was going om-
This was at 5 8.m and we heard Imre Nagy and it was just unspeskably
shocking to hear him and we all eried. I was, and everybody was,
unspeakebly destitute and sad."
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"I went to the Sunday Masa, but all pecple from our houss wont to churech
and I think most people in town did so, becauss the churches ware full and
their crowds overflowed. It seemsd that everybody cried in church., Ths
priest made a very puarded sermon. He admonished us to be persistent and
wes very anxious to avold any reference to concrete events. Bul everybody
underatood what he meant, and it was even more touching to see how he
dodged the actusl issuee and still spoke of the esmence. As we sang, the
Boldogasssony anyank, {Intarviewer's note: It i3 cne of the most ancient
Cathelie church songs. It'a a plea to the Holy Virgin to pray for dmorxawsek
"Hungary, our sweetheart country."
It i3 a plea to her ™not to férget poor Hungarians.") Ths entire church wss
sobbing loud. As we ment out of church, pecple said that the fight couldn't
last much longer, because of the tremendous reinforcements the Hussians
recelvad, a3 we learned from reports in foreign radio broadcests. I thought,
indeed, that the fight would be over in a few hours. And Sunday passed and
the fight was still going on. Wondey cams. The fight becams stronger, and
only part of Obuda was conquered by the Husaians." .

"A strong groop of froeedom fighters took s position up on a hill in (buda

and they attacked edwncing Russians tanks in a bold manner. I saw thowse |
fights on several ocoasicns. I saw such fights sll the more since I had to '
Eo around now quite a bit to ssdure our daily bread. There were mamy runcrs

one could get this or that and I went from one placs te mnother., I still sew

tanks annihilated just a few yards from where I was teking cover, (Intarviswer's

notet: Respondent gives a detailed account how she saw, on tw different

umﬂirs\m , one tank each annihilated.Phess tw evants toock place on lov. 6

and T

"0f course there was a very strict curfew,which however could not be anforeed,
because people Just kept standing in crowds in squares I spcke about before and
talked over events. iAnd they kept checking on cars and trucks, what they
carrisd to whom end they stopped every ona of them. Even them, as everything
pesmad completely hopeless, pecple still did what they were able to six do. The
crowds were particularly very anxious to hear the news fram Fest. Thay wore
anxious to learn, and I was certainly among them, how our freedom fighters wers
faring over there. Ouw grest question was whether there was still any hope
left. 'Perhaps, perhaps, perhaps,' we said. Then again we went home and
listened to the radio stations of America, of England, of Frence, of Spain,

to learn whethar any help was still forthcoming. We sll were persuvaded that
they would call the United Nations into session within hours after the RHussisn
gttack, and they would ssriously deal with tha plea of Imre Nagy. I was over




at the hpme of our next-door peighbor when I lsermed that the man had made

a vow not to shave until the United Nations assembly desals with the Hungarian
problem and does something serious asbout it. He had a long beard by then

and his little boy asled him why he didn't shave and ha teld him tha reason.
This was when I was there and heard. And now, just imagine how America lost
the trust of those psople and of the entire world. That 10-year-old boy
said to him, 'Oh, just go ahead and sheve, because if you wait as long you
will growr & beard long enough to braid it.' This was as true as I am sitting
here.®

'"We heard nore and more news as the daye advanced, that the Russians were

picking up mople and departing them. So our men in the houss decided not

to go out much, but rather, stayed and listensd to the radio. And we

women want cut to shop. Oh I cannot describe to you how desperate we were ,

because ve hoped 3o much that the lUnited Fations would sent! us help. News

became warse every day, except that the boy of one of the familiss in our '
house went to & factory as part of the plant guard, and he brought more |
encouraging news." .

It was after the 1lth, some day, I wouldn't be able to tell you which, that '
I dacided to go back to the prison hospital whers I was actually employed, |
becanse tim radio threatensd people that they wuld lose their joba If they

did not show up %o work. And what 1 found! All the Communist bossas were

back int bheir positions. All the ADD informantsfhaicssalissi wiom we had
dischargad when we farmed the Ravolutionary Couneil. These Communists were,

of course, vary happr. But all the rest were desply silent and bitter.

There was one pharmacist among uws who belenged to those very few who stayed
gll during the revolution at the prison hoapital, and he saw to it that
everything went in order and that even those priscner patients who were not
disciplined enough, and who wanted to move too many things, fell in line

and behaved, and who carsd for the patients who were bed-riddsn and could

not move their members. He wes responsible for running the kitchen and all

in all he did a wonderful job sl)l doring the revolution. And there ware

other peopls, some of whom I remember as wonderful, I can not tell you how
wonderful, people. And I'm unspeakebly sorry for them Deceuse I kmow that
they are now mistreated, and that by now they have becone prisoners themselves.
Well, right on the first day, when the Communistsx dirsctor of the hospital
returned, he mocembogrdieEmpesyiny etood up these peopla in fromt of

the hospital wall and brought two Russisn tanks, and he let these people
belisve that they would te exscuted by the Russians with the submachine guns.
Wy collesgues told me =1l of this, end they told many details how things
happaned. (Interviewer's note: I tried to cut the details,)




F-86 1117

{Int-lrﬁmir_‘l note: Let me on this point sugpest again that Heoooms even
the fact 'prison hospital' must not te mentioned In any of the published
materisl, because than 1t will unquestionably bs recognlzed and all thesa
references to the good peopls will be used against them, snd instead of
doing sanething for the freedom loving people of Hungary, we will be
instrumental in getting more of them to lose their precarious freedom.)

"I spent tha first day with not much more than listening to this news and
next day I had to go in sgain. And several doctors and nurses were told,
when we all convened to hear the orders, well, we were told that we became
undesirables elemsntas and that they are graceful enough not to hand us over
to pearsscution, but that we should see to xekxmriooemomdaddor it that we
get out peacefully. ALl this happened between tha 15th and the 19th of
Hovember. I don't exactly recall the day. Iy the 10th, we decided to gat

out of Hungary, because we felt no more secuare anywhere in the
country, particularly aot ny husband, who quite actively helped the
fréadom fightars. On the Dth, he left far Austria. On the 22nd, a next
door neighbor friend of mine, her boy and I started cut to welk to tha
border. It was on tha 23rd thet I croassed the bords."

A: The demonctrations. (Interviewer's nofe: The quast ions of her actions,
thoughts and expectations befors the demonstrations mcfwwmctex started,
of the knowledge and expectations of the demonstrations, end what she did
during the demonstrations, are amply answered in the chronclogy above.)

Asked what she felt when she joined the demonstrations, she snawers:

"It is impossible to desoribe what feeling one had. Such a tremendous joy,
such & tremendous happiness, and such a tremendous excitsment came over us

while wa took pert in the demonstration in front of the redio building. But
wa didn't imow what would come ocut of it."

hsled whether she herself shouted, sha somewhat surprised and indignantly
ROEWOTS 1

iy xiteyoremet s e vermsooret b kx

mShoutl? How could I not have shouted?l....We shoutad, we yelled, we screamed,
we applauded, we sang - seng the national anthem and the 'Boldogesszany Anyank.'
(Interviewer's note: In telling about the Nov. 4th events, I already

explainad what kind of song 'Boldogassrzony Anyank' is.) Yas, There on the
street we sang songs. Vhen the strang shooting started at the

entrance of the radio buillding, the immenss crowd falt helpless because it
didn't have any mesns to [ight with. Those poor, honsst, pure hesrted

Ol e
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Hungarians thought that if we sang the nationsl anthem that dammed ADO
up on the roof would see that we are not against them as persons, but
against Conmunism iteelf, and vould not fire at us. But indbead, they
fired even more shota."

Asied whether che was afraid during the deaonstrations, she answers:

"First 1 was not at all. But,later, as the serious shooting started, and there
were pedple who were frightened to death ard ran back, it becams contagious and
1 was afraid for & few minutes. But then it passed agiin, and I wap again
myself. From then on I was no more afraid, all during the ravoluticn, except
on one more cccasiom, when I wanted to go to the Baross St, Clinic. Inone
spol, the Russianm shslled the building mext to me szo terribly that all of it
crumpled and the splinters and dust and sverything fillsd the air and the

noise was tremendous and I felt all alome and that was anothar moment when I

was thoroughly frightepsd.”

She didn't think of the consequences at all: "Who on earth would have
thought of consequences thap?l"

Asked what she manted from the government at the demcnutretions of the first
night, she says that she wanted the same as the crowd around her, namely,
that Gero should not deliver a speech over the radio. "Besides, I wanted

to see tho Russians leave Hungary, end to see Communimm venish for good.
This is what we dreamed about for 12 years."

Asked about compromises, she reiterated her wish, which she claims was &
genarally shared wish, that the Hussians should lsave Hungery immediatsly.
"In faet, this was owr only wish, becauss we knaw that we could handle
Communism easily snd do sway with it very, very easily!"

Asicad about the consequences, about the outcome, she says that first night
she thought that 1t could not become any more than a great demonstration,
which was still worth it, end she thought that by the next morning nothing
could remain of it. She also thought that thers would be many hangings and
imprisonmants usgain, but she didn't hops that the revolution would w n. But
when she saw pext morning that "the almighty™ ADO did not manage to crush
the revelution in one night, she becams quite confident, all the more since,
on Wednesday, (Oet. 24th), large numbers of people joired the freecom
figaters. "From then on, I was thoroughly convinced that the ravolutiom
would win."
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Hungarians thougnt that 1f we sang the nationul anthen that damnned ADO
up on the roof would ges that we are not against them as persons, but
against Communism itself, and wuld not fire at us. But indtead, thay
fired even mors shots."

Asked whether she was afraid during the demonstrations, she answers:

"First I was not at all. But,later, as the serious shooting started, and there
were people who were f{rightened to death and ran back, 1t becams contagious and
i was alraid for a fow minutes. But then it passed again, and I was again
myselfc From then on I was no more afrsid, all during the ravolutica, except
on one more cccasion, when I wanted te go to the Baross St. Clinie. In one
5pot, the Ruseians shelled the building maxt to me so terribly that all of it
crumpled and the splinters and dust and everything £illsd the air and the
noise was tremendous and I felt all alome and that was anothsr moment when I

was thoroughly frightensd.”

She didn’'t think of the consequences at all: "Who on earth would havs
thought of consequences thop?l"

Asked what she wanted from the govermment at the demenstretions of the first
nlght, she says that ehe wanted the same es the crowd around her, namely,
that Oero should not deliver a speech over the radio. “Besides, I wanted

to see the Russians lsawe Hungary, and to see Communism vanish for good.
This 1s what we dreamed about for 12 years."

Asked about compromises, she reiterated her wish, which she claims was &
gensrally sharsd wish, that the Huseisns should leave Hungary immediately.
"In fact, this was owr only wish, because we know that we could handle
Comnunism easily snd do gwny with it very, very sasily!®

Askad about the consequences, about the ocutoame, she mays that first night
she thought thut It could not become any more than 2 great demonstration,
vhiich was still worth 1t, and she thought, that by the next morning nothing
could remain of it. Bhe slso thought that there would be many hangings and
imprisonmants sgain, but she didn't hope that the revolution would w n. But
when she saw pext morning thet "the almighty" ADO did not manage to crush
the revolution in on® night, she became quite confident, all the more since,
on Wedpesday, (Oct. 24th), large numbers aof people joined tha frsedom
figiters. "From then on, I was thoroughly convinced thst the ravoluticnm
would win."
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Reppondent thinks that most of the demonstratore were students. Bubt she
suphasizad that there were a great many poople of all ages, of both sexes,
and of all occupations, She thinks that there were almost as msny

women as men.

Asked sbout organization and leadsrship of the dsmonstrations, respondent
says that when the crowds marched across the bridge, she saw students direct
the demonstration, and particularly the march. But she wouldn't imow
anything about any leadership in front of the radio building., She thinks
that all subsequent demonstrations were actually unorganized and completely
spontaneous.

what the thought
B. The fighting. - Asked/about the over-ell cutcome of the revolutiecn,
during ths fighting, she says that she was persuaded that help from the
United Nations would t forthooming, so she was 1008 sure that Hungary, at
long last, would bacome s free counmtry. She strasses that she didn't
necessarily mean troops, but ams elons would have done the trick. The
Russiane would have been completely licked if the Hungariesns had received
arms, and she quotes rumors of impending help sven from Yugoslavia.

Har reaction to the government's calling for Russian troops was desperation,
but at the asme time she bocame even mors thoroughly convinced that the
United Hutions would despatch now at lsast arms, but perhaps also troops, to
help, because, after all, the Russiasns, an outnide forcs, attacksd ths
Hungarians.

Speaking of revoluticoary slogans, she saya that she described those when
she @ ¢ko about the start of the demonstrations, and she adds an sccount

of hanc written pamphlets and posters which were written uwsually by student
girls, and she thinks that those were a particularly great demonstration
of the spontaneity of the revolution.

It appears to her that she hoard the tarm "freedom fighter' right on Oct. 24th.

Asked who fought, she says that they were all young pecple, students and
young workers alike. uYost of the demonstrators, she saye, were students, and
evan ths second phase of the demonstrations were joined by all kinds of
people and the same was trus sbout the fighting.

Asked how the fighters were organived, she seys that, according to her
obaervation, everything went spontanecusly and there were wolunteers for
everything, and voluntary action wes the keyword in the entire fighting.
"They were busy ss bees, swarming everywhere, and each one finding his om
flowers with ease."

|
l
|




C: The Re-Invasion, - Respondant has already described har activities
between the time of the Soviet withdrawal and the time of the re-dnvasion.

When the Red Army began 1its retreat, respondent was tharcughly convinced that
thay would withdraw, and she was overjoyed.

She heard rumors that the Husmians did not actually withdraw, but toak up
positions ik all around Budapest, and she was worried about that, but she
still thought that the United Mations mwuld exarcisas enough pressure upon

She saw the first Soviet troops returning on Nov. &th.

She has already amply described her major lines of activity from the time of
the Red Amy's return to the time of her escaps ,

Asked when she started plamning her escape, shs says that 1t was at the time
nhen they all recognized that evarything was lost. And I have 8 herd time
explaining to her that not ovary Hungarisn recognissd that at the same time.
Finally she gives in and saye that it was only on the 18th or 10th of

Da Conclusion. - Hespondent thinks that Hungary hae gained only morally,
and particularly in the eyes of the world. After a little pondering ., she
adds that the fantastically thrilling exporience of four daya of freedom,
after 12 vegra of dlavery, s meant so much to the people that it wonld
give them added etrangth for hoping again.
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IV, EXPECTATIONS OF HELP FROM THE WEST DURING THE REVOLUTION.

Ao It seemed to her, unquestionably, certsin that the United Hations
would sard a fabt-finding comnmitteeabove al1, and if that wouldn't be enough
it would slso send ams to the Hungarian freedom fighters, and if that
would still not suffice that they would despatch some military ferce —
internaticnal police force as well. "If just a tolken force had beensnt,
even after the fighting died down in the middle of November, it would have
flared up all of a sudden sgain and Hungarians would not have stopped until
they had chaeed out all Ruasizns from Hungary."

Asked about the basis she formed her expectations on, she says that she was
convinged, and all the people to whom she tallked wers convinced, that the
United Nations had an obligstion to defand every counbry that is attacked
from without. She thought that every member of the United Nations was
entitled to receive such a help from the UN aa was the case in Forse.

hespondant had no contaot with any newepsper men or other people from the
Weet during or after the revolution.
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V. OSOCIAL CLASS STRUCTURE AND ATTITUDES.

A. Family backgrownd. - Hespondent's fatinodimfersxibs father is an
auto mechanle who, before the second World War, had some time a texi of
his omn, Wt could not afford to buy a nsw one when that was worn out.
S0 he becams & cab driver for another firm. He had one modeat house in
one of the mnearby villages. After the war, hs retired and was helped
greatly by his grownm-up children. He received old age pension from the
state on the basis of the social laws enncted in the thirtisa and amended

during the forties.

Respondent.'s first father-in-law was a watchmaker and jeweler, who had &
modast ehop of his om but had no help.

dar second father-in-law's occupation was furrier. He also had 2 modest
shop of his wn and had only his boys working with him.

alamantary
Her father had only six grades of/achocling.

B. Social classes, Haspondent insists, even after probing,that there were
only two social classes In FHungary, the Communists and the workers. After
aven mors probing, sha corrects and says that ons 8001zl class was that of
Communist leaders, and the other that of the workera who were no Ceamunists.
Shie adds that the beckbones of the Communist leadsrs was tha AVO,

Agsked about contacte, respondent saye that she had no contact with the
Communist leaders, but she had very much contact with the workera. She
ineludes in that, doctors, nurses and cleaning perscmnel as well,

Frobing im again into whether or not there were social differences between
doctors and the cleaning personnel, she admita that there 3till was, but

ahe emphasiszes that the social differences became definitely less significant.
The non=Communists pulled together under this tresendous prossure, she
explains. Very little of the former socisl differonces remained, she
asserts again. Sdockxgoopdieodaetx Probed vhether the wives of the
doctors treated her on equal basis, she says that most of the doctors' wives
worked themselves, skx either as nurses or as offioce personnel, apd so they
became reslly collssgues and pals: Thus they also belonged to the working
class and it was no special resscn for them to fesl differsnt from the
nursess Che also brings up the fact, answering to s probe, that thers wers
quite 2 few former members of the intelligentia who becams cleaning rersonnsl
in the Communist era, and that was an edded reason for becoming frisndlier
with each other, doctors and nurses apd cleaning personnsl. Probsd further,
vhether the pecple doing menial wark, who had been doing the same all their
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lives, and the ones who had been members of the middle class in previous
years, wers truly friendly friendly to esach other, respoendent snewers, very
dafinitely, that thare wes no difference betwsen them and they became real
good pals and the amity snd the quality was not disturbed by arything.

She obvicusly feela that she belongs to the working classa

She thinks that the clsss that was the hardest hit by Conmunism was,

practically epeaking, everybody who ever had something. And by that
"something" she means either education ar position.

C, Social sdvancemsnt, - Respondent says that only Communiste had

& really good chance to get ahead, but she adds that they had wonderful
chances. Probed vhether class origin also played a part, she said that it
certainly did. Frobed whethsr class arigin or political party affiliation
counted more, she answers that party affilistion played a much mere
important role than cless origin,

Asked what leind of Individual would get ahead, reaspondent says: "the trash,
the humen junil?

D; Favored groups. - Asked what group of society is gtting more than
it desarves, respondent says that it is the Comnmunists,

Asked shether there were any other fevared groups, respondent says: "Of
course. The AVO, which ¥ was the most privilepged among the Communists.”
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VI. FAMILY LIFE UNDER COMMUNISM.

A. Communist effects = This is what respondent ssys of her owm family

life in the last 10 years: "I got up at demn and rushed to work. Afterwards,
I rushed to stand in a que to pet food. Then I rushed home to cook, rushed
to clean up at home, and to wash and to iron. Before Comunisu, T was not
forced to go out and btecoms a breadwinner. Mest Hungarian women ware not
breadwinrers, hardly eny, in faot. "

ksked about her own famlly, by that I mean the family from which she cams,
respondent says: "There ware seven children in our family, as I told you
befors, and our parents raised the seven of us in an exemplary way. Six
of us have been married, and five of us really happily, and they also have
a beautiful family life. I was the only one of them vho was divorced, and
my youngest aister is not married yet."

My first divorce was rathar due to the messed up circusstances after the
second World War, when Communism came more and more into the picture and our
lives were upset, and mara and more of us women were forced to stay away
from our homes a very great desl: OSince my husband could not expect ma to
wait for him with dioner at nignt, because we came home about ths same tims,
and even more so he came home sarlisr, he mors and more proferrad to stay
out and his life became unruly and his mind and attitede q ite unbalanced,
and T took more and more to other women. Although he was no party member,
ha was forced to attend party semimare and sll kinds of mestinge, and thus
we spent much less of the evenings togesther than before, even vhile I had
been working &8 & nurse. There were many unmarried women in those meetings
and get-~togethers, sinoe we lost so many of the wen during the War. Thers
wore atill so many prisomers of war detained in Soviet Russim. Guite a fow
of the lonely hearts did not cars what kind of s man they get, but were eager
to gt a man. This is how 1t started that my husband got more and more loat.
Fe started having having regular love affairs with omen, and later on our
finencial situation worssned ss a consegquence of his life, becavse we two
earned hardly ssmmgik enough that we could live from it decently, and as he

spant moansy on other women, we really got into & financial erisis. And he certainly

did spend money on them, because those womsn were the kind who needed monay
badly themselves and don't think for God knows what pleasure, but for their

daily neods. And this is how the crumbling, the
disallusion of our marriage began and got underway. 1 just got tired of
waiting in vain for my husband, night sfter night, arnd he always had the
excuss that he had to attend party meetings ard party seminars and party this
end party that, And I know, in part, it was true. And other nighta he spent
with other woman."
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"OF course, I was also guilty, in part, because, sooften, when we went home,
I was so exhausted from ths daily work that I didn't foel like sitting down
and having a nice discussion of things, although such discussions sre a vital
part of married 1ife. Hut I had to wash and to keep the house clean, and to
cock and iron and everything else. Somebody had to do all these chores, and
my poor husband was bored, and didn't find enough understanding, I must
undarstand that, and I must also understand ths women who had no husbands
and no fanily ties, aml who had a longing for such, and they could afford to
pay mere attentlon to such men. But the sad fact was, at any rate, that I
lost my husband gradually. It happened that he didn't coma home for two or
thres deyn, and then he had the pretenss of having had some obligatory trip
to some provincisl eity, and so thinge grew worse and worse. I oe

blame Communism, above all, for having forted us into &= way of life which
finally led to our separation and divorce."

Asked about the dissolution of her second marriage, respondent saye: "That
second marriage was & peculiarly unfortunate case, Astually, T am quite
reluctant te talk about it, but since it can serve scientific purpeses, I

an ready to tell you about it. But if anything will be published from it,
please ask those in charge to do everything possibls that I may not be
recognised, that it become a cuse history without a chance to imow that it is
told about this or that particular person]”

"He always, this second husband of mine, & good friend of the entire family,
and ha wae out on the front in Soviet Russie, and he becams 2 prisoner of war.
We thougnt for quite aomes time that he was dead, and I had no special interest
in him. After a while, we heard that he had returned, and we wers glad about
his return, as we wers glad about anybody's return in those gad ysars where
hundreds of thousands found their dsath in Sowist prison camps. A= he got
together vith cne of my brothers-in-lsw and my sister, he often said that he
wuld lile to gt married. But at the same time, it was a little congpicucun
to me that I never, or hardly ever, saw him together with women, All of &
sudden, ons day, he comes to me and says that I should become his wl fe, because
now I am cdivorced gnd am all alone, and he would like €0 MAITY MOe +ossess e
I paid thet I had no liking in him, and, after all, he was a very friepdly
fellow, a good sport and a good pal, and I had lmown hin for quits scme time,
and I thought hs had no pxkimxkx bad habites or passiona. And he also kmew

my marriad life and often expressed his sympathy as I struggled, or tried

to struggle along with my unfaithful husband. So he proposed, and I didn't
ponder vary long. My sister and brother-in-law, who lnew him particulerly
well, alaso sald to me that it was foolish of ms to be slone in such hard
circumstances. They encouraged me, telling me that he would certainly make

a good husband: First I dragesd my feet, btut then I thought, 'well, efter
all, he iz a lcnely heart and eo am I, why not add ono and one and make it two.!
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But my hesitation lasted fem three yeara, because I had been divorced fream

my first husband in 1950. In fact, as I hurried over the avents 1 difn't tell
you that I actuslly kicked him out, I mean my £irst husband. FNow in these
three years, he proposed mmbxdbdmocktriedpemsx then I hesitated to say yes,
then we almost forgot about it, it became less interesting, then again he
proposed, and then again we planned it, perhape we would get married, and

50 on. At long last, I made up my mind and then he dragged his fest, and

then I kind of persusded him that we reslly siould get marrisds /And it was
only after the wedding that it turned out what I had hesrd before, but had
naver taken seriously, thinking it was all nonsense, thet this ran was &
homosexual. Beyond any queation, it turned out that he was actually a
hemosexual. I got convinced of this faot both as a wife and as a medicslly
well-trsined purse. This 1z why we lived & normel merried life, I meen with
sound sexusl relatioms, for hardly more than half a year. We had some sexual
relations for ons half year more, but for two yezre wa lived in ths sams house~
haold only 28 pals tagwhlonecflis together. (Interviewsr's note: modc
Frompted by the peculiar situstion, I asked respondent whether her husbard, as
8 pal, was all right, whether he waa 2 gentleman and tolerable as a frisnd,
and she explains that he certainly was. WNentally he was on the level, she says,
gud he was quite unselfish, she said.) There were périods in his 1ifs when

ny mere presence seemed to be burdensome for him, vhere I clearly saw that

he had an adversion toward me as toward & woman, and I knew very well that

in those periods it was the same as toward any other woman at the same time.
When T longed for love, after =11, I was a women, considered sound in body
and mind, vhen I craved for love, off, 1t was such a terrible thing! ...."e
(Rsspondent sppears deeply moved, and she silently weeps. But she does not
sob, and dees not becoms what 1= usually termad in Amarican newspapers
'nysterical' at sll. I comfort her, and shs recovars falrly well her
composure.) "I feel certainly sorry for him, ss for a human being, and as

for a friend, because he was & very thoughtful and very genile and vary
conslderate human being, and one sndowed with superior intelligence. Trying
to find an explanation for his plight, I sm thoroughly convinced that the four
years spent in a prison camp In the Soviets were actually roesponsibls far

his having become s homosexual. Including those four years spent im
captivity, the poor boy had spent almost 12 years in the amay, because he

was drafted again and again in those turbulaent years. Although he Had bover
besn a carrier soldier. Prior to his years drafted so many times as &
reservist, and particularly prior to the four ysare of captivity, I heard
from mutual frisnds that ha was guite interested in women, and that, in fact,
he had a very profound love affair, a very serious cne, but that it ended in
a thorough disallusicmuent becawse the wam girl disappointed him tragically.
Well, that fact might also have contributed to his becoming a homosexusl in
that case, because he was mortally in love with his fiantee and everything
was ready for marriage, when mpdrcmdedinpdesodeodest he incidentally
learned, and got convinced with his om naksd eyes of her sneaking up to
another man'e apartment and having love affairs with him. Well, thia
disallusionment might also have contributed to his becoms estranged from

the female sex. And of courss the PORW camp were very much instrumental.
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In our marriags, I told him on several occasions thai he should not
have got marrisd, and, if he got married, he should not have married
at logat pd, whom he liked personally very well. And he said to me:
'Don't heap reproaches upon me. I wish I could help it, but I don't
foel guilty. I can't help it.' He didn't tell me directly, but
‘Andirectly I understcod what he meant. He was such en unfartunate
porson and it was I who persuaded him to {lee. [Pecause Iin Hungary
I couldn’t get a diverce from him. I was a divarcee by then, and
if I hed filed for anoth divorge the court csrtainly would not
bolieve me Lhat I wasz not the gmilty ons. And at the same time, I
did not want to blame him in front of the judges and to make his
plight known to sll the world. After all, I liked him as & human
being and I pitied him. If you will get aquainted wdth him, I know
that you will think highly of him as a plain human being. And
should I roin him in our scciety?l...After all, we had a society

of ouwr omn, I mean & soclety of non-Communists, of decent, hard-
working, pure minded smell psoplelcccShould I make him en outlaw

of this sociaty?l...This is how everything happened end I pot a
divorce from him only after we wers in Austria.”

Respondent seems to think quite profoundly of this affasir, which
apparently shook her life, and she goes on:

"Ho suffered a grest deal during these three years, snd he wrangled
with himself, You osn't imagine how he wrangled with himself] ...
It was pitiful how he mwifewmsbpomicioqict suffered in his plight,
but I would say in conciusion that he conld not help its He was

thoroughly sick."
Acked sbout the family 1life of others, she says:

"I hed an anful lot of patients who told me about their spiritmml
and intellactusl problems, Problems started with the fact that both
husband and wife worked. If they had children, the woman had to
take the small ohildren to murseriss and muasery schools, and since
most plants started very early in the morning with the work, the poor
wife hed to pull the amall children fram their beds end go with thoss
oxying babiss in unheated streetcsrs & 7 a.m. to the mopg nursery.
Tods is how they started for most fumilies. Anothsr basic facter
wes the fact that, in a great many families, the man received an
assignment where he worked by day and the woman by night, or the
other way around. 3o the husband quite often didn't go home,
particularly if he had no children. Why should he go houa? He
would find nobody at home. Family was destroyed. Quite s few

of such man found a refuge in ancther woman's homs, First it
mtnvtad. nerhana. a3 just a friendshlo, or 2 neighborly relation

aitho.



which ended up in sexual relations later, Quite often we
repceived patientes who had to be treated for wounds inflicted bty
their wives ar husbands respectively who beat the cther partner
up bocauss of such relatioms. Flery, as most Hungarian husbands
are, you can't blames them for leaing thelr self control in sight
of grept family troubles, apd the saxe is true sbout women.”

(Interviewer's note: Probed which in har exparilsnce wers mopre
gullty of unfaithful conduct, respondent says that 1t waa the
experience of her that there wers more women who were gullty
than there were men. She says the same is trus in fights betwaen
husband and =i fe, that there were more women in her e xperience
who were guilty of starting or of mesking the fight too serious.
in both cases, she said, the woman beat up tha husband beeause
the husband was not sble to bring home enough money.)

TApartment sharing was the other sourcs of famfly troublas. Whan
two, and sometimes even three, families lived in the sase apartment,
in a great meny cases it happensd that ons or the other of the
young married psople were not at homs bscanse they worksd st
another plant at another tims &r they had to go to party seminars
or sone other party meeting, and the husband and the Wi fe
respectively of the other family got too friendly with' the one at
home and there were a great many mix-ups. Somatimes bestings
emenated from such mix-ups: Sometimes three, sometimes fowr, took
part in such a beating. Belisve me, such cases wers not uniquel
Anc I ascribe all these troubles, or at lsast most of them, to
Conmmism, becauss vnder the Communiet rule and way of life, there
were not enough homes. They brought too many people to Budapest
from the provinces. Then, for inetance, in some other country,
1ike Creece, or wherever, many of the Conmupists had & reason to
flee. /And a mass of such people received homes in Hungery. BEven
French refugees, I mean Communist refugees, were in Hungary, quite
& few of them. There were severzl among my patienta. ind they
&ll were desperate about having coms behind the Iron Curtaln. A
great many such pecple were sattled in Budapest and became cne of
the reasons for the fact that many of the people were forced to
engage in apartment sharing. There were spartment sharings in
which four and five familiss participated. Now you esn think what
the work in such a kitchen looked like, when three women wanted to
cock at the same time and in the same placs. And then husbands went
there and sometimss real fights developed., Smmetimes they settled
Em:fﬂ:r r.iuum, but it certainly was the source of a great many
0 Se

(Interviewer's nota: On this point, I fesl prompted to ssk
roepondent whether shs thinks thet even such family troublss and
animosities were settled during the revolution, because we hasar
that cur friends talked mlweys of the unbeliewvable harmeny and
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umaninity during the revolution, and she cries out loud, saying that
wa should believe it was true, the brotherhood imew no barrisrs,
fanily, religicus, social, racial or what have you. She brings

up examples of brotherly help where such fmmillies banded together.
Cne wife took care of the children of bmik the thres famillsa, and
the other went to stand in a que to get nscessary food, and the men
went to fight or to help the fightern. Quarrels were rulsd out
doring the revdlution, "Belisve me, this was the truthl’' she

repeats again and again.)

Respondsnt hes described very elaberately her omm family 1ife, and
it 1s clear that it not only reeembles, but is & characteristiec
cane of the first of ths three examples provided in this
paragraph of our qusstionnalre. She thinks thal the pettersn in
varions Hungarian femilies was so widely distributed thet she
would not dare to make an estimate which pnttern was the most

widespread,

Asked how children wers brought op during the lest ten years,
reaspondent says: "I should say awfully, in the f{iret phase
after the war was over. There was & slogan in the first few
yeers aftar the war, that parents should not hit the children
even if he dees some mischief, and egreat many people waurs mimed
up and follomed this rule. Teachers in & great many sthodls
compleiced that they ware not supposed to diseiplins children
even if they broke windows or broke doorknobs or what heve you,
Am absolutely undisciplined atmosphere developed among youth

in thoee years. Later, diseipline was tightenad. Even the
authorities in cherge fournd out that the kind of ehild rearing
thoy advecatsed wag a fallure and now parents were agaln permitted
to spank thair ehildren if necessary. Even the teachers were
allowed to disciplins the children. But opne thing is sure. During
8ll of those yoars, the work load of studying material in schools
became heavier and heavier. It is reslly remarksble how much owr
boys and girls had to studyl” Respondent edmits that this was a
quite favorable development and didn't hart the children a bit.

Asked wiether some families were gble to hold on to the old ways,
gshe said it was remarksble in how mary families they maraged to
keep the spirit of democracy alive and they sat domn and telked
over things and told the children that they should keep their
mouths shut if they speak of such gquestioms in school. She says
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that she found that most families did it this way, certainly in
their large family, where five of her brethren had children and
waere she saw this development day after deye The most usual
83, ohe says, was about ten when they started talking quite
to children, She knaw & greet marny other families who
came to her second husband's shop, whers she often belped out.

She volunteers to tell we more about it: "I speak of Hungsrisn
families only, not of Communist families! The usual pattern was
this: In the first, and particularly the second grade, a great
many children got oonfused under the impact of what they hsard

in school, and they spoke quite sympathetically, in fact
enthusisstieally, about some Communist desls o Commumist
greatnesaes, Farents were at firet, of couree, shocked and did

not dare to contradiet the child, but they got topsther and talked
over things. They often got together with other parente who

ware in & similiar situatlon. Ferents who had alrsady had
experience in this field usually emoouraged the othar parents to
have patience ard to wait, because 1t wuld work out, they told them.
When thoss parants wera very reluctant to resign themselwes to
waiting, they usually did, and watched with grest anxiety the
davelopment of their children and listened to them for half a

yeer of a year how they adored Conmunists and Russians and
Cornmunist and Russlian inatitutions and greatnssses. Eut latar, :
children, just as they picked up these things droppsd thsm after

a year gf or so.

"ln the first few ysars of gradeschool, the parente ususlly
resiriotad themaelvea to teach the children reading and writing
and arithmetic - psrhaps mueic and let them alons with the
Communist idess they got in sohocl and they saw that children
usually grew tired of them found out thet things wers not as rosy
as Communiet doctrine predicted. At the aps of tan -olevan, children
usually pot smart enough for parents to tell them abeut thingn.™
Rospondent now tells quite olaborately a story of two children
of onme of her sisters - how thay wers caught because they were
regulsr church poers, and how they ymk got taken by the police
and interegated them, and trisd to wring out of tham a confession
that they wers sent to church by their parents. She tells us how
hoeroleally and how intelligently those children outwitted the
interogators.

Aaked why some familiss did not succomb to Communism, reaspondent

saye that spiritual, affection bonds were most lmportant. If those
ware strong in & family, the femily did not fall apart snd children
ware quided In the right spirit. ® If they had a very hard tims
undercosmunisn but had a rafuge at home where thay could talk

quistly and calmly, they were muoh bettar off. Thare perfect harmomy
%as presarved in the family, Communism didn't changs their way of lifef
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B. Marrigee, courtanip, sex oatberngs

Whan msked about courtship, she says that the time of courtship
wes becoming shorter and shorter, year sfter year, but the geatl
changs came right gfter the Seocond Rarld War,

*Prior to the Communist period, a marriaps usuelly was procedad
by & wopderful time of romanoe, and this wes tha same in evary
soclal class. There war no romance left, In most cases - take

for instance, Lf they had saome big dance or other gat togsther
under Communist sponsorshin, end the atmosprhare was sach that
boys and girls, at least quite a few of them, disappesred after
the dance in the bushes and tock care in short order of the
tromancet, %ell in such cases res)l sdmx ronance could not davelop,
Sexusl relationa of the hody took over whers previously, the
relations of the soul were primary.”

Probed whether she meant to say that extra -marital sexunl
relatione became much more frequent than in previous times,
respondent says with such emphasis "As s matier of course,
they bacame muchmore frequant ! They had te become much nore
frequent berauvas the slogan *as"lt is a diaty for a marr ed

woeman {0 beooms & mother, and it ies a plory for sn mmarried girl.®

M course the renainders of idalism and romance were whittled dowmn
gore and mare 1f this was the officisl asttitude,"

Probad whether she, a8 & trained and prectical nurse could tell
uws the source of this nlopan so often guoted by respondents, she
sEy8

"For awhiles I worked in a hospitel in Beresony Etrest, we received
meny ceses of uowed mothers., These upwad mothers raceived 200
forints for' the mera faet that she bore a child, end her child
wes taken awayXwaxs to the camps in UJFESTwhare prognant, unwad
mothers were teken care of. These institutions were set up mot
much after the end of the war.”

Probed how long the idea that it was a glory for a girl to bear
a child lasted, she said it lasted from about 1946 -19452.
"Those wera the most prolifie yesrs which resulted in the fact
“rat, there wans not roca enough inkdergartean f or children, and
that Communisat autorities later gave in end permitted pbortions
e be carrisd out by authorized doctors”
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Asksd when the law permitting abortions was pamsed, respondent
saya in 1954~755. haked whether many persons took advantape of
this permission, she said ..a greeot many, and asked whether
those were more married couples or umwed mothers-to-be, she
says that thers weze a great mamy of both kindn.

Speaking of tha role of parants in courtship, sngsgements eto.,
respondent ssys that they had incomparably lses to say than in
pravious years.

Speaking of the sexual mosrality of convinoed Communist, rospondent
says that it depended completely ocpon what kind of orders they
ratisved from dosoow:

"Shese peopla chanpgad thair convictions alwaye along farty line
changes. 1f Mostow said that it was the right thing for umwed girla
to have childre, that was thelir principls, and if Moscow

changed its polity and said it wmms not right, they were the first
oes~ they who just paid 2,000 forints for the eghild of an urwed
mother - they were tha firat onss to throw stones st them because
Mpscow siad s0. What was a glory for awhile g== obuld have beooms

a orime after changee in Hoscow."

Ca Fﬂgn%gh_;p_ﬂ.{mm_ﬁg- Asked the usual question, respondent
says thet her friendship with 2 @imcooizbeex rerson who betame &

ninor functionary would not have been chenged & bit, because such

a friend would pot bave become a real Cammunist, ah.u explains .

"Hds Party membership amounted to nothing else '!:han whet we callad

a "bre-d ration card" - that 1= to say achance for him, or her to
retain the job be or she hsld, and thus to sacure hia or her

livel thood, We always knsw whot the real Communiste were. Their actim ns
batrayed them."

Do Jyrenile Delingusnoy. Respondent said there were ueually 2 hreat
many thefts. feople did not have enough to live on, and they mw
nothing wrong in stesaling and many of them 4id nu‘h kner the limit
whan thay had to stop.

degpondant doesn't koow the word 'hooligan'.

Askad sbout the Jampec, res-ondent seys:"Unfortunately"” many suth
eould be eeen who wore the clothing so characterizstic of Jampee
(interviewers note: I cut the description of 14 because it 1s o
be found in guite a few interviews) and who darced the meodern
American dances, which respondent thinks are very bad taste.
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(Interviewer's note: Hespondent's sacond nusband was
2 homosexusl as she found out too late in her marriage, and she
desoribes 1n detall and I smsckioomuos wrote her story verbatim in
Srxphtwrrpdx Capital A, under subtitle'Connist effects of this
Captar aim )

Asked about homesexuals other than her second husbend, respondent
eays that thare weras very few homossxuals in Hungary, simce in the
pravious era they were placed under police cbeervation where they
had to report to the police every weak, and whers they wers strictl y
forbidden to heve eny intercourse with juveniles. later the

metter becames more serious because hamosgruals were intarpsed in
specisl intermment camps. She emphasis that she had no possible
exact knowledge on these ocampe. "While Communists punlshed the
homomedual, a t the same time they bred homesexuality becausa they
imprisoned and put so many innocent people in interment campa.

For instance one of my patisnce who was & wholésome man, young,
and in the prison hospitsl, he was married and inlove with his wife
but he complained that if he would ba dabtained her much longer, he
is afraid of becomling also a homosewxual as he had no outlet for
his matural degires to live in sewxual relations with his wife.
¥han people turn homosexuals in prison, there are mmly very few

of them who can return again to normal sex 1ife after Lhey get

out of mriscn.lake for instance the fact that there vers periods
in the hospital of the prison where I worked that we were so
overcrowdaed with patients that we had to put two and evan three
patisnts in one bed, and this was the cass in tha wards for men
as well as in the wards for wamen. We had no other chbles. Well,
i{ poeopla 1lie for months and even for years in the same bed 1
cen't blame those poor creaturee for tuming houwosexual.”™

Aeked vhether homosezuslity wes wide-sprezd with wonen gs with
men, respondent says she has no gtatistics awallable but she
ts under the impresssion that it wee to be found the saze among
wonen a8 well 25 smong menc




ABLICION

Ao The role of Kelicion

Hespondant sgys thatreliglon playsd a tresmendously impertant
role in the mation's 1ils. The more the Comumist authorities
outlawed religious worship, the mors pecple turned toward religlon.

Hespondant thinks that Catholic was the religlon hardeat hit. Admits
shes doesn't lmow why but guesses that the Uindszenty affair
contributed to ity and brings up s very striking example of the
forccity with which respondent vwitnessed Communists battling the
pepularity sfxfawiiwr Cerdinal Mindszenty enjayed, and ssve in
conolusion that the mere faot that several pupal encycles so
bitterly denounced Communism is enough reason for them to try
to fight it.

Hespondent doesn®t think that religion wanm a bulmark agsinst
Communism. She said that the resl spiritual nead of psopls drove
people to churches and kept them in theme The resl need for
prayer that the Lord Almighty might save Hungery from Communist
oppregsion. DBut she says that churches wers not able to atam

thas tids of Communism in any ®eye

B. Forsonal religlous 1ifs.

Hespondant thinks that religion is = very important facter in
ber 1ife, Comparing her religious life with that of her parents,
shs says that in her 1life it is an even more important faotor
than in her parents' lives.

Sha declings estimating whether she s more or less reliplous

than the aversge Hungarisn because sha brings up the faot that

church going is not the most decisive factor in assesaing anybody's

religious fealinge and attitudes. That is the only thing she

could obeerve, namely, church going. Respondent regularly went to

church, quite often on weeldays, too, and if she had time enough

in the morning to attend Mese she attended at lu:st&rt nff.'ﬁ.
udly mantions

Ehe re 1y centributed to church funds, She pro
that she always wore the crose on her neoklmce, slthough she was

werned more than once that it was very deftrimental to her rating
in the Communist files.




Co The role of churches.

Hespondent feols embarrassed when she is asied what the relstion
betwesn church and state should be, becauvee she seys that shs naver
aetunlly thought of it and never deslt with polities on a high
leval. &he wouldn't lmow what the relations were bafore Communism
gpd she wouldn't know what the maiosrxktsnmxrsy ideal relations
aT8e

Spealinpg of the role of churches in education, respondent ie all
for a great rols in education of the churches. Shea thinks
somathing of what wos between the two world ward should be
improved upon but that basically something of that sart should
be continued fn o frea country.

Speaking of censorehip of churches, respondent is against it and
suggests that churches should have & very great rola in education,
improving their methode with the findings of modern psychelogy,
but they should make people capable of deciding what is good and
what is no good.

heked of the motive political role of churches, respondent saysi
"Prieste and presachers should not play politicsi™

D. The Jewish ainority.

Respondent suys that she is under the impression that Jewish
religzion has net been hurt as much as tha others. Ferhapas not
because their's wgs the smallest church, she reasons, or
perhaps bacause they had no equivalent of papal encycles, sho
wouldn't now.

Asked how Comnunist rale alfected the Jews in Hungary, reapondent
seys that Jews, on ths whole, suffered as much as the other
Hungarians under Coomunisam. She remembers having smet nany Jewish
patisnts in the prison hospital.

heked about the sttitude of Jews toward Commonisn in Hungary,
respundent seya: "On the whole their attitude was the sane as the
rest of the Hungariens. There ware certain groupe and strata in
their ovn midat., Scme of those were partial to Communism and
othars vars oppossd to it, and quite strongly.
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Hespondent thinks that many Jews ware Comaunists. Respendant
again explaine what she already told us when spealting of party
membars, that thers were two kinds of Communists, ons the

"real" ones and the ones who went in for no other reason but

to secure for themselves and their families & kind of "bread
ration card.” Thinking back on the poople with whom she was
togethar in wvarious hospitale, it seams to her that thera wers

a goat many Jewish docters Communists, but she didn't know any
cne of them who was a "real" Communist. She hardly finishes
this statement when it comes to her mind that there were a faw
and somé among them were real fenatics, She names Mapds Lipeti
as ome typlieal example, and says thero were socae more of the same
kind. (Interviewar's note: This Yapgla Ligeti wrote a book on
sex education for children, which bacame tme of the most 111
reputed and one of the most denounced books of the post-smr ara.
it was termed scandalous and sven oriminal by all reputable
education authorities. So much, that st lomg last it was pulled
out of circulstion.)

Asked sbout the motives of Jews in joining ths Coomunist party,
ghe refers to her former statement that moxkocmfxtix for most of
them Communist party membership meant bresd retion cards. Asked
wny thers were proportionately more Jaws who wers party members
than Christizns, as she fommerly stated, she says that for no
cther reason but that after the war most Jewe had to re-establish
themselves in their positions and in starting new businessce 5
bacause the Nazi regime deprived most of them from retaining
their positions and businesses., And thus they nesded perticularly
much help and wrotection to start a new lifs.

Asked about the attitudes snd actions of Jews during the
revolution, respondent saye that they behaved "100%", and she
explains that she herself paw in part, and in rart hsard from
completely reliable friendes that the Jewish students particinated
in the demonstrations and fights just as much as the non-Jewish.
During the period she served with the Clinics in the revolution,
ahe found among the voluntary help a number of Jews, which number
saamad to her quite proportionate, and she says the same ahout
toe wounded. She nays that the Jewlsh boya who wers voluntary
aabulsnce workers were just as courageous in going into fire as
the othera. She adds thaet in Salsburg, Austrin, she met quite

a faw Jewish students and othor young Jewish =wn who asked not
to bs transferred oversems, because they wantad to stay together
with the other Hungarisn beye in order to ba near if the revoluticn




is rekindled amin so0 that they could go back to fight once more.

When she is told that there are peopls who have sald that the Jewa
don't want an independent Hungazry, she snswers that there are other
unfoundad rumors mmong Hungarians, all kinds of romors, and they
sust not be talmn seriously. She doesn't see any resson why
Hungarian Jews would not like to see an Iindependent Hungary when
so many of tham fled Communism. GChe thinks amomg the Communist
bosses there are quite a fow Jews and no Communist boss would

like to see en independent Hungary, but she finds it ridiculeus

to ldentify all the Jews with those leadsrs who think like this,
nntdabeuuﬂa they are Jews, but because they are Communist

leadars.
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VIII. THE HURGAHIAN YOUTH.

h- Defipitiopn.
Bespondent defines the age of Hungarisn youth from 14 to 30,

B The part of youth.

She thinks the Fungsrian youth played the most importent part
in the revolution.

She thinks the unguenchabls love for freedom and the hete {or
oppress ion made the Hungarisn youth act am they did.

She thinks it was the youth because the students had 2 sufficient
lovel of intelligencve as well as education to see thimge in such
& olear light as was mecessary to ¥ be prompted to risk cns's
life, for the ideas they fought for. Besides, she adds, youth
haes not been yet out in the battlefisld and 30 they didn't lnow
how harrible it 18 and so they didn't care ma much as did older
neoples

3he says that older peocple during the revolution admired the youth
and loved them as dearly es one can be loved.

Touth thought of oldsr people with wonder for the support they
recelved even from quite old people and old waman.

Ce Lducgtions]l systenm.

Asked szbout sducation in Hungary, rsapondent refers to her statements
tade in Chapter 6, under A, where she spoke not caly of family
scucation, but devoted several remarke to education in achools.

U. Indoctrination.

Asked what youth's reaction to Communist indoetrination was ’
respondent answers with one word: "Nothing!" and she goas on
explaining that youth just didn't care to learn sll of that trash.
dha thinks indootrination failed bscause it was full of lies.

Shie thinks youth was nevar sympathetic to Communism.
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IX. MAJOR DISSATISFACTIONS AS FELT IN EVERI-DAY LIFH.

£. &ho enumerates the following main points: the difficulty in
making a living, the dsgree of ruthless opprefsicon, the laok

of fresdom 4n overy field of life and the terror oxercised by
the AVD, togethar with the realisation that the AVO were what you
would describe "Farasites of human soclely.”

Aside from big political things, pecople complained most about:
"the misery in which most of them found thempelves. Secondly,
the sea of liss, which were tarribly amnoying te peopls, lies,
1ies, lies and lies evarywhere," she says.
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X. THE ECONQWIC LIFE.

A» Iha stapdard of living.

Eespondent lived comparmtively well the lset years in Hungary.
Sraoee ek koot teeadriaiooudeoddomy sk She soplains
that she went to bacoms a nurse in a prison hospital bscause thus
she became sn employe of the ipistry of Interior and all those
employses were paid exceptionally well., She sarmed more than
& thousand fmwiwkikx forints and her husband @x also earned about
the same amoupt in his farrier shop. Tnsy had sufficismt food,
but scmmtimes they ate humbler food in order to save money for
entertainment. OClothing was sufficlsnt if they were matisfied
with the hunblest neceasitise, but if they wented to have somsthing
good, they had a hard time finding enough fimds. Thay had a
very samall but a modern and nice home with bathroom and everything
that o Hmprii:ltu family could hope for.

a
She considerad/luxury to go to legitimats theszter shows and to the
opera. Fressed for more serious luxury, & more genuins luxury, she
esid that the upholetering of their bed divan was fading and it wes
beyond her reach to have repaired. Vhen at long last they got
snough monay for it, they felt the consequences for ovar a ysar.

Their standard of living senk oomsiderably in 1945 and ghe brings
up again what seems to be hor main complaint, that her husband's
income was not sufficient far them and she nlso had to go
working. And she thinks this was » general phenomena in Hungary
end she is quite bitter about it.

She lsughs when she is asled whether anything has besn gained.

Their living standard was the highest in 1956. They haé the warst
pariod in shout "S53 ar '54.

Spealding of family, she mentions a neighbor, one living in a
nslghboring house, who was a Social Democrat originally, a man with
l1ittle or no education, who went with Ssakasits and joined the
Conmunist party together with Szskazits, He became a big shot
in the Comunist party. He was so trusted that he was sent
soweral times abroad and he returned on every occssion. (Inter-
viawer's note: Notice the remark “and he returned on every
occasiomi”) He lived from noting else but being & Communist
politiclan, and lived pretiy well from that. "They had three
children, and still they had it very well. They had no car, but
the car of some Cormunist institution wae alweys &t his disposal.
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They hed a large, very modern, what she thinks might be luwturious
apartment. They had their children in some specizl sducational
institution and they could affard to go every sumsr to take a
léng vatation in very good resortes. They hed such loxuriss as

a refrigarator and a piano.

Speaking of the reason for the low living standard, nhe sayn:

"The btuilding of a new alleged subway system was vary greatly
responsible because uncounted billiona of forints went into it."

Sedondly, she mentlons the exploitation by the Soviets; in the
form of compulsary deliverles, not only to Soviet Russla, but

to other satellite countriss, for instance, to East Germany. &he
also mentions the Hussian occupation force in Hungary and the
Horean refugees who all lived from Humgarian national incoms.

B. Ipcome.

Her menthly income was 1200 forinte.

Daductions smounted to 280 farints.

She receivad no premiome or extra pays, so on.

Sne had no secondary source of incoms. !
Both her husband and she worked. Il

She received only a nominal raise and she cbservad that party
mambers redceived a great pay raise.

Cs Prices.

She bought her food partly in state stores and partly in farmers'
markats.

Vhatever she could buy in farm marketa she bought there, rather than
in state stores, because she found the quality much superiar.

She found farm marksta better supplied in vegstablss.

The difference in prices was "warth it," she found.

She could not say anything relevant about price fluctuations.
They bought clothing in the state stores as well as commission
storee. Sha says that they often found good merchandise in the

commission stores and that was much chasper than new matsrial in
state slores.
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Spoaking of the quality of merchandise in stals stcres, she thinks
that thers was 3 very alight improvement in the recent years.

Spealking of retail distribution, sha zays there ware all kindas of
difficultiss as far as availability of food i concarnad. She maw
difficulties in potatoes, in vegetables, in milk, in butier, in
eggs and so on.

She thinks that fxamky fairly standard spare parts could be bought,
but that they cost much.

Speaking of short supplles, respondent says that children's sheee and
kitchen utensils were often in short supply.

dShe claims lack of knowledge about hlack market,
The samp 1o trus %x sbout "under the counter' nales,

D. Workdng conditions. '

Respondent was & surglesl nurse. GShe worked eight hours & day six
days & weel.

She worked in the prison hospital in the last instence, because they
paid much mere than inm other hospitale.

Her relations with co-workers differed greatly, according to who the
other person wge. G5She eaye? the large majority of her co-wrkers were
of the same thinking as she was and behaved very well and were good
co-workars, colleagues. But there were a few among them who were
ADO informants and that made the atmoaphere uneasy bacause they took
very much time until they established thst they could fully trust a
perscon.

Speaking of the degree of authority, respomdont says in a surgery room
the operating doctor 1le always a dictator, but that most of them have
always been requesting things rather than demanding.

Respordent, generally spesaking, felt kisk at ease with her supericrs,
but says that there were the usual "three stepe distance" was ususlly
obsarved,

Respondent thinks very highly of the competance of the doctors,
particulariy with the competence of the surgecns.

Respondent was not sstisfied with her Jjob, becaues she termsz the
atmosphere of a prison hoapital terribly dull, and she sayz it was
heartbreaking to see thoss innocent victima of politiecal persecution.
The only reason she held this job was because it meant so much more
income than anyrhere else in a similiar capacity.

-
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She thinks quits well of the compotence of most of her vo-workers;
with the exception of thoss Communists who held jobs, not becsusae of
their knovladge, but bocause of their party sllegiance and "good
gervices."

She received praise only {rom immediate superiors. 3he would have
received of fioisl recognition only if she had agiteted for the
Communist party, she feels,

She terms the Hungarian health program "wonderfuol.”

"It must be admitbed that it was just wonderful, but I have to add
that it had besn In existance prior to Communism. Communists ooly
developed 1t somawhat in the same direetion in which it had been
devoloping afore."

Ste hns 2 very good opinicn of the vacation progream, too, and says
that she was twics on vacation in the framewerk of thaet program and
snjoyed it. She sayw that Communists received a great deal of
favoritism in this fisld, too, but still even non-Communists could
derive great bepefit from this vecation program.

Spesking of old-age penslons, she said it was exactly the same as
tefors, that is to say, very little, but atill something to save

people from starving.

B« Asricylturs.

Hespondent was born in a city and she loves e¢ity life. She wouldn't
like to change an agricultural area for it.

She thiaks agrioultural workars had a better diet.

She cannot declde where the generalky living standard was bettar; she
thinks it was quite low everywhers, because food, or oultursl opportunitiss
or something elses was lacking.

Respondent thinke that,politically, people hed it easier in the
agricultural aress. She brings up the constant survelillance of the
house confidence man, of the block confidsnce man, of the plant
confidence man, and of the Allo everywhers, in placeas of entertain-
ment, in the streets and everywhare in the oities, and she thinks

it maz not as bad in agricultwsal communities. She says that the
superintendent in big buildings in citles was even supposed to watch
what people throw out, 80 that if they threw out too many chicican
feathers, too mamy times, he had to repert it, becauss ordinary people
could not afford often to eat chickens, and the sams war trus about
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orange pegle. The ADD became intarested in such cases bscause they
vondersd vthare people got all the monay fraom.

Raspondont distrusted collective farms from the beginning.
She has a very bad opinion of it now as well as shs had bafm.
She oould not decide who opposed mskmmiixxk collectivization more.

Ehe heard of the dissolution of collectives both during tha time of
Imre Hagy's regime and a2lso during the revolutiom.

She thinks that the resetns for dissolution ware obvious, psople
would like to farm on their owm.

She would like to ses a free agrioultursl system in Humgary. She

would like to leep the decisions of the land reform on the whole, with

parhaps some adjustmonte, namely, she thinks that even the lsrge
estate holdars should retain a very little bit of what they had
owned bgfore, wharess the land reform deprived them of every inch
of land, she says.



786 X1 /44
HLE

XI. THE POLITICAL LIFE

A. Eafore 1948.

HBespondant explains that she mas not interested in politice, if we mean
party politics, before 1948, she wme interestad only in the freedom of
Hungary, and in the freedom of the indivicduals in her country. She was
no party member, nor was anybody in her family a member of & politdcal
party: She quite angrily rejects the idea that she owad allegisnce to
any particular political party. She voted always for the issue and the
parson, she claims.

She knew of Bela Kun and of the Communist regime of 1918-191.9 only very

bad things. The idea mas tantamount to terror and privetion, and she

says that even her father's taxi, from which he made a living, was taken
amgy by the Communists, and that her parents were happy when Conmunists left.

Bafore the war respondsnt heard that the Communist party hed some under-
groud pgroups operating and she condemned those, both because of their
llegal activitioe and because she thought that Communism was sgainst
hupan freedom.

The same wae true about her attituds toward the Communist perty during
the war.

Asked sbout chanpges in her attitudes since 1948, she says that she always
detested Communism, but now she detested 1t much more than ever before.
Now she adde that she hates them.

3. The Copmunist Party gfter 1948.

Hespondent's cen attitodes toward pearty mesbers 18 well degeribed in
Chapters 5 and 6, vhere she made very clear ntatements aboot what she
called the "bread ration card Communists," In Chapter 7, Sub-chapter D,
she algo spoke of fanatlc Communista, of persusded cnes. Now she refers
%“ those former statements and adds that there were also careerists, who
acted the same way as the persuaded fanatic Communists, but were actually
not parsuaded at all, did everything for only quick and securs advancement
in ths palitical, social and sconomic levels.

“he only real contact respondent haed with Communist party members was that
vith her omn boseses and that was restricted to work itself and to the
para-military training about which she spolte in the first chapter that she
had to take as an employee of the Ministry of Interior, erd she met them at
party seminars and meetings to which they were forced to ge, although she
"as ne party member, not even an zpplicant.

Asked ebout the various types of Communists, she refars to her statemant
made above, shen she classified them according to motives, why they joined
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the Communist party. She ssys that their attitude was of course
detarmined by their initisl sttitude, that is to say, by their motives
to join the party. The "bread=retion-card-type” detasted and hated
the party znd the fanatics did everything for it and hoped everything
from it, end that was the sams with the careerista, the cpportunista.

Frobsd whether there was any sk change in the attitude of party membars,
respondent says that of course there was quits a bit. There ware
pumercovs members who changed their minds and retuwrmed their sembership
cards and left the party. Asked shether this thenomantn was to be
ocbssrved even before the revolution, she asserts that she saw several
such examples and those peopls wers really disgusted with tha party

and boogme great anti~Cosmunists, grester than those who alwsys hated
Communism.

Anked about changes in party policiss, reaspopdent says, of course there
wers all kinds of changes, lLenin adoraticn, Stalin adoration and then
again such adorations ourtalled and abolished, and all kinds of other
changes which she just didn't care to follow.

Agkad zbout her visw of thess changes, reapondent sgys that she hated
Communism even more thoroughly whon she saw that they changsd evean their
1ies ard substituted new lles for old onae,

Hespondent despn't know why the changee came, but she surmises that
there were all kinds of personal strugpglese within the party leadarship.

She was eware of such differences as volced in the paragraph above, but
¢he wana not muoh interested in them and doam't lnow much about thsm.

Asked about party morale (Intarviewer's note: As I have glrsady remarked
in one or two other intervisws, unfortunately in Hungarien the ward for
party morale is the same gs for party spirit, and thus you will understand
the following guotation.) respondent answera: "Party spirit?l...nonsensel
I never cared about the party and I don't lmow whathor they had any
epirit, but I doubt that they had anything that could bte called spiritl
Silliness and liss, those were the charmcteristica.”

She claims to hsve made her judgement on the basis of what she saw and
neard and read, both from and about the party membera.

opeaking of the top Conmunista party leaders, respondent says that
regardlass of whether, for this or that parpese, thay recsived thelir
crders from Jdoscow and tneir only motivatiom is to follow orders
gtrictly, becauss that is the only way for them to get ahead in their
CATR8IrB .
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She thinks that the actual Communist goals are oppression of people, eo
that the leaders could have and enjoy unlimited power over othsr human
badings. She also thinks that it is 2 very important goal of tae
Communist leadership to reduce Hungury into s Eussimn colony.

Speaking of their peorsonal motives, respondant says that the top leaders
are all after gaining unliaited power and unlimited {inancial means.
ilaspondent is quite sure that there are almo thoroughly convinced,
parsuvaded fanatics, Communista, among the leaders. She personslly

knsw her directoar of the prison, in the hospitsl of which she mae
working, and she saym that that man wes & thoroughly persvaded Commundint,
n fenatic, as one impgires fanatica. As she goep Into an elaborate
desoription of thia boas of her's, it turns oot that this man was also &
power-drunk deapot, who seems to B mawe farmtie in

satisfying his lust for power than in secking the common gocd of all

through the party.

A8 respondent delvea desper into the problemof motivation on the psrt of
party leaders, she meptions a #sry good friend of har's, s woman who was
the wifo of a very high Comunist leader, who was a thoroughly convinoed
and famtis Comunigt, who devoted his entire life sver since he becanms
nersmded of Comuniem, which was some time efther during or shortly
bafors the war, and this man became efter 1945 a very high leadsr in
the mort pecret saction of the searet police. Later, she recalls, he

‘was killed by the even higher Commmist lssders and sven her Irisnd, the

wife of this man, had great difficultise, sven years later, because sha
had baaritthe wife 67 this san vho incurred disfavor for one resson or
anocthar, but respondsnt thinkes the main renson wes he was & really
parsvaded idsalist Communiet. Sha says she would gladly mention the
name of this man, were the 100% sure thet his wifs had flod dyring s

or after the revolution and was in safety now. Ghe (3 able to give account

of why this husbend of her girl friemd ingurred dizfaver, namely, 28 a
fapatio and 100% perseaded Comunist, he tcld the Comsuniat bosses off
whenever he saw that the prinoiples of Conmunism wsre violated. He told
them off in a very matient mamner, she sdds, but still, such s man could
not bs tolerated by Comrunist bosges.

1108
Respondant /oayx quite a d&ifference botween the motivea of rank and fila
members and these of the leadership, and she reitarates the essence of
vhat she told of the lsadors in this cheptar and of the mombars in
shapters 5 and 6.

Haspondent asys that top Hungarian Commmnists would certainly deserve
the treatmert they allotad to thair victims in tha prison and prison
hospitel where ahe worked snd saw the horrifying sircumstances under
which thess psople were treatsd, but she says first they should stand

L
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trisl and should receive their punishment only after they are found
lﬂﬂtr-

C. Opgositicge

Speaking of various kinds of oppesition, respondent says there wore
sabotaugs golng on. Protracted treatasmt of minor
maladies and all kinde of minor wounds and protracted slclowsses
certainly were a kind of sabotags, she seid, and she witnessed many
of these &5 e nurse. She adds that mary physiclane and murses hoelped
the patiants in such csses and cooperated with them in this sabotape.

(Interviewer's note: I very soundly suggest and plead with thoss who
odit this material not to use such statements for publication becaumse
they will contribute to oppressing the sick even more, because if such
pxid-iesktoysrmmarex  things appear in publications, it ies quite
logical on the part of the Communists to impose oven more rigorous
mossures to prevent the sick and the doctors and nurses from sabotaging
in this form.)

Eespondent spesaks of other concrete examples of sabotage in induatry,
Ehe sseys that she haa 100% factual knowledge on the existancs of such
pabotage because there were so many prisoners sentenced bscunuse of suoh
sctivities to long year prison terms.

Fespondent thinks that cpposition behaviar was particularly manifestad
in telking sgainst the regime and in complaining quite loudly and
pubilicly particularly on the part of humble workers. Haspondent says
that she was very much awsre of such opposition behavior and many of
her scquaintances were.

Hespondent. thinks that this widespread opposition behavior undermined

the position of tho regime slowly but surely, and ghe adds that politicsl

Jekstt mera a very impirtant factor in this struggle.

Speaking of changss in opposition behaviar, respondent says that there
were perhapa waves £ but no real changss.

Asked about the activitiss of the intallectuals, respondent says that
gince we speak of the revolotion, probably we mean of revoelutionary
activities of intsllectunls. She says that she adnired those writers
vho spoke up boldly before tha revolution, particularly the ones in
the Petofi Circls, "The Fetofi Circle," she says, "was greatly
instrumental in conditioning people's minds, snd particularly emotioms,
te being ready for a revolution." She firet heard of the Petofi Circle
in the spring of 1956. &She msard mbout it from her husband first. Her
husband's lmonledps stemmed from the #ifs of one of his friends. This
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wanan aotually attendad one of the meetings of tha Fetofi Cirele. This
vwoman spoke at laagth about that mesting and she was all excited. "y
husbant was cager t0 got a ticket himself, and aeveral frisnds of his.
They sotually attanded the next meeting. But, by that tipe, we heard
ef PFetofl Circle meetings in all kinde of places, in streebcars, at
bus stops, in our waiting rooms at the hospital. Dootors at the
hospital spoia about it. In shorit, the meetings of the Patofi Cirale
bocame a much discussed toplco,™ respondent says.

Speaking of "intellectusl" forment, respondent says that most of tha
real intellectuals always stirped sgainst Communism, intellectually,
emotionally and quite actively, in many cases. When she is told that
this is not what wo refer to, but rather to the awakening of those who
were for soms tims favorad by Communism, respondent says that she first
heard in the beginning of 1956 or perhaps at the end of 1955 that more
and more writers are dislilusionsd with Communism and start speaking
cut boldly sgainst it.

Asknd whether the writers had anything new to say, respondent explains
thet their major merit was in the way thay presented Scisgsex things
evarybody thoughl sbout and spoke about. She brings up the Sremendous
rols phe thinks the Hungarian humorists und comedisna played, who
ranaged to ridicule Communisis in & way that they wers not parsecutad
for. She cites a really perfect political joke which she saw on a
stage. (The only reason that I do not guots i it 1= thaet I want to
pake the interview as quick as possible while stdll including all
espatial elements. - Interviewer's note.) Aaked why thoss intellsctuals
atood up against the regims, respondant says that she thinks they
probebly hoped that they could csll the attention of the frea world

to the plight of Hungary and the free world would etir snd do something
for Hungarisn freedom.
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AII. THE AFPARATUS OF POREN.

A. Secrel Folice.

Hespondent says that the AVO consisted of abominable, detestable
punpks persons- Actually, she explains, not only the real AVO
policemen wers members of the AVO, but ths leaders of all industrial
plants and enterprises were some kind of mambers of the AVO who were
supposed to file regular reports on the paopls under their nanage-~
ment., That is, the emecutives of all plents and enterprises. ANembers
of the AVD were tremendously over-paid, she sxplains, but they were
expected to do everything for it and they apparently did.

Asked about her own personal experiences or personal experisnces of
her family members, respondent says that gquite fortunately none among
her family or friends suffered AVO treatasnt.

Hespondent didn't hear of any rapesntant AVO member.

She thinks that in a free and indepandent Hungary, members of the AVO
shoyld be shipped to Soviat Russia,

Aaked about the reguler police, respeondent says that they were the

good old type policemen ., .and she immedistely starts praising them
because of their behavior during the revelution. She thinks regular
police hated Communism &8 much as any ordinary peoples

(Interviewer's note: This last statement was an answer of respendent to
the questiom hor Communism affected the regular police cystem.)

She doesn't know how compstent members of the regular police actually ara
in thedr field.

Speaklng of cerruption, she says there might havs been some amomg them,
but this is a thing which has to be judged individuslly and she would not
engage In goneralizations.

Spegldng of the role of regular police during the revolution, she says that
they were on the whols wery good, becsuse they at least sscretly helped the
revolutionaries. They gave them ams in most places, and quite a few of
them fought together with the revolutionaries. The waret theydid, sha said,
was 8it on the flence.

Hdsspondent had some very interesting perconzl expsrisnces when phe was twice
in the first few days of the revolution at 2 police headquarters and overheard
a px police officer admonishing a policeman that they should be ready to go
out to the stresets for a mop-up operation afler the revolution will callapae,
because it would collapse, he said, in & matter of @ few hours. When days
later she was again at the same police headquarters, she heard polics officers




saying that the revolution would not be beaten in & few mare days, to say
the least.

(Interviewer's note: Asked how come she could ovarhesr these conversstions,
respondent reminds me that after all she was a member of the Hinistry of
Intericr, and she was alsc a kind of police wmrgeant on duty in the priscn
hospital.)

B. The Courts.

Responderit has no doubt that the courta, prior to 1945, were psrfectly
objective, and if ime or the other judge perhape was not, she says, ths
poor fellow could always appeal to highor courts and in the end he certainly
could win his case if it waa jJust.

Soealdng of the Peoplea' Courts, respondant says that thay judgad guilty aml
innocant alike, end she explaine that innocent pacple were judged besause ths
regime wanted to do away with tham or not even the regime which was in power
at that time, in 1945 or '46, but rather, the Communists who sought to
eliminats all their dangrous epemiss. Ghe thinks it would have bsen much
harder for the Comunists to do emything if they had jJudged only innocemi
people, but unfartunately, she says, there ware a of reslly guilty
smong them.

Cq Thﬂlrm

Respondent ssys that the Hungarian Army participatsd LO0OT in thas revolution
in a great many places.

ost of the information respondent has sbout the bshavior of varlous Army
units stems from either frisnde and acquuintances and neighbors or from the
reports of the foreign radio stations.

hsked about the ¢ifferences in the tehavicr of various Army unlts, and
particularly sbout the differsnces in the behavior of officers and enliated
men, respondent ssys that she doesn't have any detailed informatiom but
brings up ome example, that of the Aecademy. (Interviewar's note:
The eguivalent of the Best FPoint Milltary Academy.) The students of which
fought bravely on the side of the revelution.

Asksd again about officers, responcdent says thst she saw smawEdwieerkro
vary many officers participating in full Army uniform in the demonstrations.

Asked gbout the diffsrences in the behavior of various troops, respondent.
says that the onee which didn't participate actively in the revolution might
have had to know armé o might have bean umdsr particularly strong Communist
leadership which they wers not sble to shele off in tims.
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Asked whethsr she was surprised, she says she was only surprised whem she
heard that there were soms Army unite which fought on ths side of the
regime against the revolutionaries. She expected that every Aray undt
would side with ths revolution immediately.

D. Rugsian troovs.

Wentioning the events of 1848 in comnection with Hungarian fealings toward
the Hussian army, respondent says that she wouldn't may so, but she is quite
positive that history bocks do nmot ocount much, but the parammal expariances

of psople count all the more. ‘"Hungarians hed ample opportunity to enjoy the
good will of ths Hussian army in their own beok yard." Respondent now
mentions all the usual charges mf sgainat the Hed army concerning thoir
behavier in 1945: rapes, unnecessary, wilful murders, lootings and brutalitiss.
Asked what she, as & nurse, actuslly could sey professionally about the
consequences of this behavior of the Husesian troope, she snswers that, in
order to underatand the problem of ths Russisn's behavior, we should consider
that in almost every case, Hussian soldiers committed their atrocities whan
they were drunk. She says that thers is no exaggerstion speaking now as a
nurse, that thera is no exaggeration in reports that Russian soldisrs banded
together and quite often went from house tc houss in a Ulock of the outeiirtis
of Budapest, to a large building in Budspest, and herded together all ths girls
and women they could find and took them to their places or to sows other
building whers they estalilished a kind of "guarter" of thoirs' under the
pretanse that they teke tham to do some work for them, ).ike pealing potztoes
or cleaning & building. In fact, shs says, they usually demsnded them to do
these jobs, but afterwards, or meanwhile, or before, thoy raped them. - Sha
also mentions that thers wers casss in which drunk Russian sdldisre didn't wait
a minute but raped womsn right there in the air rald shelter, in the prescence
of the husbands of those womsn, cr the fathers of those girls. Asked whether
she worksd in a nospital and had victims of the Hussians upnder har care,
respondent says that at that very tims she was not working as a nurse but she
received a great many detailed reports from former cocllesguss of her's, nurses
as well as doctors, who treated an immense number of victims of the Hussiana.
Pressed for concrete axamplea, respondant mantlions the building in which she
lived st that time, in which there were saven families and the superintendent,
go pctually eight. and she gives s detailed account of four women from those
elight femilies wno were raped by the Russimns, Among them was a T yeer old
young wife, who had given birth to a ohild just six weeks prior to har rape,
and she held up the tiny baby and showad it to ths Russians and begpad tham

to leave her alcne but they just tock the baby, put it asids as you would put
aside perhaps a book or something, and them they raped ner. In fact, thrae of
them after sach other, and this 20 year old young mother was hospitalized for
weeks aftersards. FHRespondant brings up still another example of her good
personal acquaintance who was raped by six acldlers and her mother was forced
to stand by and all she could do was ¢ry and oray. As she pleadsd with the
soldiers, they told her that they would rape her, too, if she didn’'t shut up.
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Asked what she expacted of the Russian soldisrs before they actually invaded
Hungary, respordent says that the very minute the Hussian ermy started
invading Hungary, she knew that Hungary was lost, and she oried bitterly
even though several of her acquaintances objected to her seeing thingm so
dark., Asked what she thought really before thsy invaded Hungary, respondent
saya that then, just as now, she lintened to foraign radio stations and she
learned a great deal of Russian atrocitiss before they entered Hungary, and
g0 she had good reason to sxpect ths worst, and she certainly was not
disappointed in her expectations. How she brings up an additional example
of her perasonal experiences, ssying that when the Russians pot the bullding
where she was hiding in the air raid shelter, they forced tham all, children
and old and sick people alike, to leave the air raid shelter; slthough the
fighting was still raging in that section.

Coming tack to the queastion how she heard about Russlan atroeitles in the
foreign radio stations, she said that she regularly listened to Amarican, to
English and to German radioc broadcasts during the war. Asked in which redio
station she haerd about Huselan atrocities, she says in the Cerman.

Asked about changes in her attitude toward the Hussian army since 1945, she
saye that she of courne learned to skffyedoxke di ferentiate between various
groups and varlous persons, and she found, fortunately, many exceptions lrom
the rule, which she seemed to have sstablished in 1945.

Hespondent says that she saw Hussian soldiers coming to Ubuda during the
revolution.ix Theose were soldiers coming froe the Army unit stationed at
Haposztasmeagyer and she says that those were not fighting at all. Asked
whether she had any personal experiance with acldiera befare the revolution,
respondent sayes that she had several among her patlents.

Asked about her experiences with thewm, she says that she had no such contgot
with them that she could tell anything.

Asked about her personal experilences during the revolutisn, respondent amentions
what she paid belore, how she saw many Hussian soldiers coming in from
Kaposstasnegyer to Obuda, wearing some white cloth on their riflss and ooming
in to buy things or just to lock arcund. During the revolution, she slso had
two or three patisnts in the hospital whare she worked for two days as a
vdluntary nurse, but she says in that gresat rush she was in during those days,
she had no chanoe of talking to them.

Coming back agsin to the question of what tha general sxperdisncs of the
Hungerian population with Ruseian soldisrs was, raspondent says that in
Cbuda there were several Russlan advisors in the shipyards and thsir children
had & school of their oen and thay did not apsociate witn the children of

the workers of tha shipyards,
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She had no personzl experience during the revolution that Hnssian scldiers
helped Hungarians, but she heard of such soldisre.

She enly heard of Kussian deserters during the revolution. She heard from
good personal acquaintances of a casa when these people, sora of whom spoke
Russian, talked to Hussian soldiers and told them, answering their guastiona,
that they wers not ....... and those Kusslan soldisra got awfully mad, took
off their helmets, threw them on the ground, end kicked them around and
shouted their ususl exclaustion (respondent now quotea it in Hussian, which
means "Fuock your mother.")

She didn't see, but heard of seversl csaes in which Huselan soldisrs
handed ovar their tanks to Hungarizns.

She didn't sse, but heard of & case when Hussian soldiers out of mistake
fought with sach other and that was supposed to have talen place at the
Kossuth Akademiz (Interviewer's note: The equivelent of our West Point
dilitary Academy.) In that case, Hussians ceptured this military acadeny
and other troops who didn't know encircled them and there was guite an
axchange of fire, shes heard.

Aespondent didn't hear of any cases of individual cruelty of Hussian
scldiers; during the reveolation.

E.: Goverpment officialas.
Respondent heard of a stete's attornay who triad te help ons of the patisnta

in the priscn hoaspital when his cape was om triasl, but &s this patient tald
her, that state's attorney wes persecuted later himself and jailed.

F. Corruption.

Reaspondent brings up two cazes of bribery and she tells about them in
detail. Ome concerne a Cormmmiet attorney (defenss lawysr) who recsived
&n enormous sum %0 wee for bribery, and he menaged to do shat he hoped

to achieve with thes help of that bribery. The other is just a minor cess,
not warth mentionings

g. C £ .

Haspondent doesn’t think much of the compatence of the Seorst FPolice. She
attributes everything to the diobolie terror they axarcised.
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Respondent declinea to give any comment on Army leadership, becauss she
thinks that she doesn't know.

Speaidng of Russian army lesaders, sho says vhatever they imow they leammad
during the sacond World War from the knglish and from the Garmans.

Haspondent has a very low opinion of public administration offiecials. GShe
thinks that the ones who are reslly competant are fromthe former regime.
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XIII. ASSESSJENT OF FUTURE FROSPECTS FOR HUNOARY.

A, Next few years.

Hespondent is afraid that the Hungarians will start ancther revolution
and that thoy will be let down by the free world again.

She doss not expect any help from the West. She thinks that the West
just wrote off Hungary and the Husslian satsllites.

She thinks thet the Russisns will ¢ling to all their possessions, all
satsllites, that is. She thinks that the terror of the Hussians will
remain the sa~e or sven increase. They will try to sxterminate ontire
layera of the population, she says.

Asked about her hopes, she ssys that the only faint hope of hers is that
psople in the free world will como to their senses and will realise that
pssia 1s out to conguer the entire world and that they will try to
push it back by peaceful means, trying every dramatic and otherwise way
to force Russia to witndraw from Hungary #nd the other subjugated
countries.

She abhors a war and at the same time she says that if the Vest doas
not push back Hussim by peaceful means, fussia will try to conquar
the entire world, if not by revolutions, then by war.

B, Hopes in relrospect.

Respondent refers to all of her friends and acguaintances and relatives,
eaying that they all were deaply convincsd that the West would not give
sway Hungary to the tender mercy of the Soviets. All those 12 years of
Soviet occupation, she says, they hoped that it sould not last any longer
than one, or perhaps two more years. The revolution was such & surprise,
she aays, that it came lilke a ligat from the clear blue skies, because,
after a while, she and her friends and acquaintances, as woll, lost gll
their hopes, because they were so disappointed. She for one was oconvinpsd,
she emphasizea, that she would have to live all her life in slavery.

This is why she rather faced the dull atmusphere of the prison hospitsl,
because she wanted to have a somewhat better living, sating a somewhet
larger pisce of daily bread, and she did nol hope for any essential
improvemnant.
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XIV. OSOCIAL, POLITICAL AND ECONOUMIC TDEOLOGY.

A, Independen’ Hungary.

Haspondent would like to sees a Hungary coapletaly independent and free.
e have enough people with great hearts and brains, and it should be
Aongerians who direot the life of Hungariansl"™ The Hungarians are
mature enough to sttend to thelr business and no externsl power should
pcke its noss into the businsaa of Hungariens. As a mattar of course,
it should bs s democracy, or whatever you call 1t, but scmathing that
containe the elements of life of 2 western democracy." (Interviewsr's
note: DNote the necessity in respondent's mind of referring to the
prnbl?n of pama, because opreasion in dona in Hunpary in 'democracy's’
NAMS «

B. Details on economy.

She thinksit is very clumsy te think even of eaphasising Industry more,
or agriculture more, bscause those should be well belanced. And above
all, should foilow the line of natural development.

She doesn't think that heavy industry eould be prosperously maintained
in Hungary.

Spealdng of natlonal enterprises, respondent says that the smaller onss
should te handed over to their formsr cwpers ant the ornes that were
established during the Communist regime should be distributed among the
moat herolc and self-sacrificing fighters of the revolution and their
widows and orphsna. Memoth entarprises should belong either to the
comunity of the workers who operats them (ss shareholders) or to the
state il the state is completely democratic and does nct skim too much
of the profit, but let: tha workera enjoy the frulta of more industricus
labor.

Now she saya that should bs laft to the workers in them {0 declde
how they are poling toc dispose of them, whether they want %o continue

with sany of tham,%and respondent laughs a3 she saya she doubte )it or
they want to divide them up among themsalves.

There should bs some state farms, she thinks, perhaps in various sections
of the country, a few of them to serve as model farms, partioularly as
part of agricultursl colleges and agricultural high schools.

She thinks that the amcunt of land any ore person or femily should own
should be limited only vwhen the re-arrangeient and the reform is being
conducted. Bub when a new economy's Toundationn are laid, there should
be no limitation any mmxs longer.
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Spmxkingxafxkirse Theoretically speaking, of twe kinde of govermment,
respondent needs re-telling until ahe understancs what is meant. In
fact, it has to be explained to her twice. She stubbornly insiats
that both typas should be united and the yood should be taken from
both. She is not ready to decide for sny of these two thaaoretical

types.

outlaw
She thinks thet it will be completely ummecessary to/metiies the
Communist party, because there won't be anybody who woold lika %o
Jedn it.

C. International position.
Respondent is for a neutral type Hungary, 1like Austris.
Hespondent doesn't want %o have any relations with the USSR.

Ne matter whether it's East Huropean states or the rest of turope,
respondent. says that mo oclose relations should be with any of them,
but as opportunity arlses a free and independent Hungary could havs
any conmections with them, whithever it sesms best at tho moment.
The only close relationshipa she wants to see are those with the
United States.

Hespondent heard of the Federation of Dapubian Htates. She say2 that
she heard of thet in sevaral friands' clrcles.

Asksd what she thinks of such & federation, reapondarnt says that she
would like to ses Hungary completely free and independent after =0 much
of bleeding for sllies umaecessarily, and getting no reward, but caly
punishment for it. After,she explains that gshe has an idicsymerasy
against any close alliance or federation. G&he changes her mind and
says that her experience snould actually persusde har to be for &
federation of atates. Sumarilly, she decidas for such a fedaratlon.

Sha would like to see Hungary, Ceechoslovalda, Poland, Cermany, Austria,
Yugoslavia end Humania united in such a federation.

Sha thinks that public opinion in Hungary would be for it if it were
prasented well. GShe certainly recalls heving heard favorabla comments.
on such a federation.

Heapondent doesn’t find Hungary's present boundaries acceptable. She
would liks tc see territorial adjustment and retwn all Hungarians to
Hungary and those of the naighboring countriss, of other nationalities,
who wished to btelong to Hungary as they did belong for & thousand yeers
and lived in anity with Hungarians. DBut she aloo adds that any such
problems would be eliminated if we, in fact,had such a fedaration of
these states.
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She would like to see every decision made by the psopls, by dempcratic
means: that is to say, in a way thet they axpresa their opinions
through a searet ballot. (INterviewer's note: She actually msans a
plebiscite expressed im humble words.)

She is comwerned over the problem of Hungarisn minorities leaving outaids
of Hungary. As a parfect solutiom, she would like to sae this federation
of states, to vhich she has referred already, in the above paragrsphe.

Asked how important thias whole question i=s to her, she says that it should
ba understable that people of a family wmant to balong topether.
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¥V, THE FORMATION OF PUBLIC OPINIOK.

A, World events.
Respordent cidn't hesar anything of Ehrushchev's sscret speech,

The same is true about Senator deCerthy and the Un-American Activitiea |
Committee. |

She heard nothing of Paron's fall, nor did she hear anything of Peron 1
hinsel f.

wife 1
Speaking of Rakosi's privete life, she heerd that his ugly was actually
not his wife at all, only a Russian spy woman, who was placed there so
that he could be well mansged according to the plane and desires of the
Aussians.

H: Sourcea of personal informatiomn.
She answers the guestion in this paragraph by saying:

"In Fungary you could hear all kinds of news and rumors everywhare, ia
buses, on streetcars, on the street corner, in the plants, In the
hospitals, on the trains and ssmmpik sverywhere else." Forsign radio
stations were the other scurce of informetion, she explains.

C. Tord of mouths

She thinks that anything that happened in Hungery, anything of real
impertance, could be heard from peopls pretty soon aftsr that momantous
event toock place.

She thinks that most of the newa received by word of mouth was reliable,
but there wara some terrible red herrings among them. By the way, gha
thinks that the main source of sven such news vas forsign radio statioms.
But personal connactione also played an important part, she adds.

D. Heading habits.

Respendent sava that before and during the war, she read leading cally
papers and alue magazines that concerned the entertainment world, amnd
aleo ons in her osn field, that is hiepdodommepiayg bulletine conteining
news of intarest to nursesa.

Respondent thinka that everything she wanted t¢ read was available and
she read good Hungarian books, old clessice as well =3 modern leading
novels.
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During the last B or 10 years, respondent refrained from reading because
she says she was bored to desth by all those terrible liss. Ghe says
she truated nothing in Communist papers.

Ske pnever read nublications from the USSR or other satellites.

Coming back to the problem of Communist daily papers, I probed responcent
whather or not she read Szabad Nep, the official part argan, and she says
that they had Szabad Nep half hours, which mean® that they had te sit in
whrikeockyoom and take turns while they read parts of Szabad Nep, and they
were supposed to discuss those erticles and news items. She says that she,
as vell as most of the others, slept all the time, end thare were ssveral
among them who reed things in o way so that even Ghe taxt was completoly
blurred by the rsading, becsuse they were bored to desth to read it.

She didn't read any illegal publicetioms in Hungary, unless, she says, one
or another of those novels which were written by mmaxufxitams great authors
whose books appesred in the thirties or the forties, unless cne or another
of those was on the list of fllegal publications.

She wouldn't be sbls to tell whether they had such illegal publications in
their possession, because shs never cared to make » differenmce. She read
whatever she liked to and received from friemds.
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AVI. EVENTS OUTSIDE HUNCARY.

A. Russig.

Respondent thinks that human nature will revolt against oppression, evon
in Soviet Russia, and a revclution will eventually sweep Communism away.

She says that others wait for this revolution to come and she thinka that
elmost all Hungerians expsct that the people of the Sovist Union will arise
one day, just &s the Hunmgarlans did.

She thinks that the people in Hussin hate Communism, and she brings up
the example thet it was Hussisn students who seved the Hungarien studants
during the revolution and who helped them to take a $rip to Hungary.

Respondent hasne doubt that fres slections in Sovist Hussia would win a
great majority for democratic parties. "Cormunism would bs doomed forever,”
Bhe BaYyS.

Talking about the top lesders of Hussia, she seys that Stalin started out
g8 a burgular of a post of fice and she thinks that his ehtire 1ife was
worthy of that beginning and that the other leaders of the foviet Union are
like him.

Asked about the motives of the Soviet Union's top leaders, respondent aayw
it seema that Lenin actuslly bsliasved in the nonsense of Comnunism and he
found a great many followers who, with the help of the syastem they
established, bocams awfully big shols and they like this power now and
want to cling to it.

B. Egotern Kurope.

This is the sequence, according to popularity, a3 respondent perceives it:
Poland, East Cormany, Yugouslevia, Bulgaria, Humsnia and Czechoslovakia.

She is very emphatic about asserting that the sympathies towmard these
people go toward the people and the dislike against the governments of
those peoplez.

Sho thinke that Hungarians find those peoples very spunpathetic who have
a lot similier to theira’' end particularly like those who stand up in
a bold fight against oppressicn.

She says that ahe shares thoe same feelings s she alleges the netion has.
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Respondent had only an indirect contact with thene peoples because sha

says that among her friends and relatives there sre several who are married
to, or closely related to, people in these cowrtrisas, and s probe shows
that she does not necessarily mean related to Hungarisns living in these
countries, but to Ceechse and Foles and so ons

Respondent has no doubt that in all of these countriss, Communism would
be doomed if frese elsctions could be haeld.

Speaking of living standards, this is respondent’'s listing according to
where it was the highest: Kast Uermany, Csechoslovakia, Hungary, Poland,
Bulgaria, Humanis,

C. Folapd.

Respondent thinks that the Polish psople have not received much more than
nice promises gnd futile hopes. She asys that she has no doubt that the

Polish people, and perhaps sven Uomullka himself and his asaociates, tried
to win more fresdom for the Folish psople, but as long as they are under

Russian control, they won't be slle to achisve much.

She thinks that Pelish events had s tarrific Impact upon Hungarian eventa
because actually they triggered the reveolution, in 80 far as they were
the reasonn for the great demonstration of the siudents.

Hespondent dossn't think Polish events had any effect on Hungarisn sventa
during the revolution, because Hungarisns weres too busy with their own
busineas,

Respondent didn't hear snything on relaxations in Poland prior to the
Pornan riots, only afterwmards.

Asked whethsr she would have preferred the Hungarian revolution to talke a
path along the Polish lines, she answerst

“"You can't do sanything slowly with the Hussians. Thera is either an all

out fight against them or it is nothing, The entire way s of thinking

and acting of the RHuasians is dictated by Communism, apd there is no slow
:ﬂﬂqﬂﬂﬂm on Communism. There is either abolishing it or surrendering

0

D. Xugoslavia.

Hespondent thinks thet Tito and Yugoslevis wers Influentisl in seastern
Europe.
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Thare were times, respondent says, whon she considered Tito the founder
of national Communism, but now she deesn't think much of it and,naturally,
doasn't think much of Tito.

She thinks that Tito isn't any better than the cther top Communist lsaders.

ahe doesn't think thet national Communism cculd be much better thanm actual
Communism as it appesred in Hungary.

Respondent thinks that Tito is a very foxy politicisn amd that he plays
with the other East European nations glwaye accerding to opportunity as
it aribs, and iriss to tske sdvantage of them in every way poasible.

Sha thinks that Tito is actually in good understanding with Russia, but
doas everything with it under tha surface.

Hespendent. thinks that Tito sees only a milking cow in the West and he
would like to nilk her a= much as possible.

Respondent hoped during the revolution that Titc would support the
Hungarian struggle, and she was bliterly disappointed when she saw that
he didn't.

Asked about Titolsts in Hungary, respondent is angr and says that
Hungarians crawve actuzl freedom and democrecy.

Asked how popular Tito ie in Yugoslavia, she says she thinks that he ia
just s ysmxix popular ss Halosi is in Hungary.

All respondent knows about Yugoslav living standards is that they are not
any better than before snd not any better then those in Hungary.

Ea- Jid 2 d

Asked about the Anglo~Fremch invasion of Hgypt, respondent says that, on
the one hand, she thinks they had the right to raconquer by lorce what
Egypt took amay from them by triclery, and she thinks that it was dZgypt's
fault that the struggle got that far, but, at the same time, she says that
it was tregic that the English and the French did not time their attack well
and that they did not try topressure Egypt into handing back the Suaz Cenal
Zone. But even if they rescrted to war, they should not have dona it

while the Hungrisn nation was struggling for its freedom, she adds,
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She thinks that the Israeli invasion was only a sub-chaptear of the great
book of Anglo-French invesion.

She has no doubt that Egypt had not tha slightest right to nationalire
tha camnel zonas,

She says that the Anplo-French attack on Egypt had tremendous scnssquencen
in Hungary, becanse they stole the show anc because thus the Russians felt
much more encouraged to continue with their ruthless oppression. She also
adds that she thought that war weuld break out a3 a consequence of thia
invasion.

F. West Cernany.

It is respondent's impression that Vest Germany has the highest living
standard on the European continent.

Heapondent thinka that the Cerman people ectually could start gnother war,
because they want to reconguer what ia theira', namely, East Cersmny.

She thinks that West German re-armsment is natural, because she thinks it
is obvious that somsbody, somewhere, should stop the Russisns from

conquering the world.

She thinks that West German military strength is superior to that of
Britain and of France, even if not at the mahent, she 6-ys that they
will soon get there, becauss the Cerman soldiers are so mich hetter
military materisl than tha Hritish eor the French.

dhs refuses to apaculate on how long West Gorman term of service in the
army is. ©She had the exparience that the Carman cocupation force, ruthless
as it was, in » great many instences was far superior to the Hussisn. Thus,
she found the Hussians much more distanteful.

2

She found the Cerman army incomparably moras disciplined.

She laughs when she 1s zsied whioh of the two occupation forces wers mors
unpopular in Hungary, because, she says, it is quite obvious that the
Rossians wers much more unpopular, although the Germans wers unpopular

enough.

Hespondent says thet she inows hardly enything of ths NATO, and B0 she
couldn't say anything worthwhils about it.
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She doesn't know anything about the British Laber Perty.

This is respondent's listing,in sequence, of estimated living standarda:
West Cermany, Ureat Britain, Italy, Greece, Egypt and Soviet Runsis,

H. The United Statgs.

Hespondant was particularly surprised upom her arrival in the United
States to see houses built out of wooed, on the one hand, and skyscrapers,
on the other hand. .

She thinks that the United States should find some peaceful ways to
liberate Hungary, but she would lmow what those means could be, Shs says,
because she's net a statesman afier zll,

Hespondent is very much sgainst extending any financisl aid to present
government of Hungary or other satallite rstiops.

She thinks that her opinion did not change since har arrivel in tha
United Gtates, because she has always besen persuadsd, she says, that the
United Staten should help thoss countries to regain their fresdon.

Respondent thinks thet the United States should maintain no diplomstic
relations with the present government of Hungary.

Hespondent would like to see a great many Western visitors in Hungary

and she is convinced that the Hungerian people would be overjoyed sesing
many in their country, both because they want tha western visitors %o

find out about their plight under Hussisn and Communist oppression, and also
because the money they bring might help a little bit.

She says that the Hungarian people are very much interssted in western books
and periodicals, but she could not suggest a good way of how to send them
over.

She thinks that Hungarian exiles should be conmmected with such activitiss
all the mare, because that would mean heartening news for the people in
Hungary, and because its a Hungarisn businass afier all, they think, and
secondly, because that would give a livelihood to mamy refugess.

She thinks the United States launched the Yarshal Plan to help wastarn
sxvamrpomicckex fubk burope not fall into the hands of Communism, and she
remarka Hungary never fell into the hands of the Hussiams bBut was handed over
by Russian snd British statasmen.

Reespondent thinke that America became involved in tho Yorean War bsecause it
was interested in liberating the Korsan people from ths Communist yoks. BShe
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She doesn't think that the lUnited States had any additional reasen for
fighting in Korea,

I. The United Naticns.

Hesspondent says that she doesn't think anything of the United Mations,
bacanse they ware not able to do the least bit for Hungary during the
revolution.

Respondent says the United Hationa should have thrown out the Hussians
of the United Nations, should have discussed the Hungarian situation and
should have despatched help to Hunpary.

Hespondent hag no hopes arny mors for United Naticns actions thet could
help Hungary in the foreseesable future.
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XVII. FNOWLEDOE QF AND ATTITUDES TOWARD SuLECTUD PERSONALITIES.

Hespondent thinks that the greatsat living Hungerdian is Cardinsl
Mindszenty. She says that Mindagenty is completely sincers, completely
unselfish, is herole in his courage and has 2 werld wide vision, ard
looks not only to sevaral yeasrs, but thinks in terms of decades and
canturies.

imre Nagy: "I loved him because he is much more of a decent Hungarian
than of a Conmmint."

o : "A dirt. The Commnists mal® a hero out of his after he
disd, tut to me he is juet a dirt.Trashi®

frno Gero: "A bum. The Hungerisn peopls catestsd him as much as Raltosi."”
danos Xadar: "I'rash."

Ceneral Bela XKirsly: "I loved him very much.”

Anra Nethly: "She is a good Hungarisn. &Ghe reprasented Hungsrian
interesta wvery well.”

Pro nt Eilsenhower: "He is not enough of n soldier, gquite unfortunately.®

Secretary-Ceneral Hammerskicld: "He i= & good politicisn but top faint
hearted. He wanted to coms to Hungary and he fought with words very well
for the Hungarian cause, but he was timid to fly to Aungary whan Fadar
sent hlm & measage that he should keep megxfrsmdimmgry out of Hungary.*

Dulles: "I am so sorry that he wes operated at the time of tha Humgarian
revolution. I think he would have cdone mors because he knows what
Communism is."

kdegn: "Thich one of the cnplish politicians is he? Oh yot, I know, the
former prime minister. TWell, he should not have attacked Suez at the tims
of the Hungarian revolution. He deserved to be Xioked outi®

Trumgn: "I wish he had been president doring ths Hungarian revolution. ‘e
proved at the time of the Xorean war that ho has gutsl®
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Wikovant "He is some Russian somsthing."

Nehru: "He is a wavering politiclan.”

as Ka : "The comanding penaral of the Gwmenociey
Communist Koreans. Hs fought well.”

Hogaayelt: "Ha scld Hungary and Kastern Hurope to Stalin, but I wonder
for shat?1l"
Adenaysy: "He's a wonderful fallow. He wanted %o help Hungary if the

Anaricans had not pravented him he would have extended help.”

Stalin: "He should not have died as he did in bed. He ought to have
been hanged."”

glenkov: "Another bum."

Ceneralissimo Fregnco: "All I inow about him is that ho 1s against
Commanism. "

Beyag: "Who'as he?™

¥hrushchey: "All trash.”

Titg: "han he left the Communist fold I thought that he would turn to
the good, but he didn't."

Perop: "Who's ha 7"

YMolotovs: "A bum."

Ollenhayer: "Who is he, in what country®"
Churghill: "A smart statesman.”

Hespondent does not have sny special remarics on any of the exile organirations.
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%&Mﬂ_ﬂlﬂ‘ "In the first few years after the wer, he wae
a ~known politician, a Catholic priest, and I heard that ha
became an exile and tried to work here as a Hungarian pol itician."

Ferapc Nagy: "He was the minister president after 1945 and he hed to
fles when the Communists wanted to try him. I heard that he remainsd
& politician here in exils and tried to do some pood."

Tibor Eckhardt: "I think he wes a politician all him life. He was
alwaye an oppisition leader since I can remember. I heard that he
was doing something in exile, too."

Charles Peyer: "He was & lsbor leader and & Socisl Democrat. T think
that he was an honest guy and I heard that he fled to the West in time."

Miklos Hsllgy: “The famous minister president of the last phase of the
war. The Nagis hated him because hs tried to step out of the war and
to side with the Yest. I never hesard of him after the war."

Zoltan Pfeiffer: "He was one of the opposition leadsrs at the 1947
elections, but soon aftervards he had to flee, I think he trisd his
level test. I don't know what he 13 doing now."

Istven Barankovics: "I can say about him just sbout the szme as about
Pfaiffer."
F ¥ K : "He wag one of those generals

who didn't prostrate themselves in front of the CUsrmsne., T den't know
what happened to him after the war."

Otto of Hapsburg: "Poor fsllow, He thinks that he might satill becoms
@ king of Hungary. I wonder why he doesn't try his luck with the
Austrians."

Adpiral Horthy: "I was brought up in the yeers whan officially admiration
was taught, I mean admiration of Horthy was taught. I think he tried his
test to save Hungary from Comuunism and from Nazism alilke,.”
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XVIII. ATTITUDES TOWARD EXTILES AND EXILE ACTIVITIES.

A- Charecterigatiop of escapess,

Respondent thinka that aside from thoees who actively participated in the
revolution, many other people fled, those who ware only scared and thought
that the Coommnist suthoritiss would harm them, or the Hussian military
units would inflict harm upon them, and apain othera who had been longing
for quite some time to go to a free country and now sew that their hopes
conld bs realieed.

Asked who remeined &t home, she says that, unfortunately, patriotism held

sc many of the real Tighters back who now faced exscution and torturs and
prison and slave labor camps. She ssys that most people who were not in
acute danger of persecution chose to remain in Hungery, and eo did of course
all the Comunists.

Asiked about a person she knew who decided to remain in Hungary, though he
had an opportunity to escape, she brings up one of her sisters and savs
that tha pister told her that if eight million people can remain faithful
to their beloved country so can they, and rather face all the uncertainties
and sufferings but they chose to remsin with ths Hungerian psople.

Aeked what the opinion of the people in Hungsry is of the escspeses, she
syas that they think a great many of them had th fles and cthers didn't,
but wanted to find a betPer place to live in, and, sorry &s they feel for
having been left zlone, they think that it is anybody's right to go
anywhere in the vorld.

Auked how many Hungarians would have stayed in Hungary if they had a chance
to come to the West, respondent takes the oppertunity to express that shs
should have remained in Hungary bescause shs belonzs to the Hungarian
people, and, of her largs family, she is the only one who managed to lsave
her people behind. Afterwards she says that it was only the ovar—optimist
news of Hadio Free Europe which persuaded so many Hungarisns to leava for
the West, because they spcke with exapperated enthusisam and described in
dazezling colors how well the refugees are recaived here. She mentions thst
she herself heard a Hadio Free Hurope broadeast which said that & town is
being built fcr Hungarian refugess in the United States. Taking this
Hadio Fres Hurope "propaganda" (as she terms it) Into account, she says
that perhaps half of the Hungarisn paople would huve remainsd in Hungary
(only half,) but if there had been no such Redis Free Lurope nems, she

says that nct even half of those who fled would have left Bungiry.
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Be Exile organizations snd individuals.

HRespondent knew of the Hungarian National Countil enc she knew of the
following thres exile politicians: Ferenc lagy, Tibor bckhardt and

She knew of thase from the broadcasts of the Hadlo Free Lburcpe and the
Volece of America.

She thought that these exile organizations and people were working to make
the free world more awars of Hungary's plight and that they were prepering
to return to & free and indepandent Hungary.

She has not been in any connection with such organizations or Individuals.

Hespondent thinks that the exiles trisd to direct the attantion of the
world to the fight of Hungary for freedom and Lndepsndence and she thinks
that they achiaved scmething, becauss,kimr with their help, the morld now
knows more than it knew befors. She thinka that they also succseded in

collecting larpe relief shipments and pums of money for the refugees.
She thinks they ought to have done much more, purticularly in convincing
the leaders of the free world that Hungary will fight bravely for its
indepandence and that they should be ready to extend help to It, becausas
then other countries would rise In revolution end that would topples the
building of the entire Soviet camp.

Respondent says that of course they thought of the exlles during the
revolution and that they hoped thay would zo and help the Hungarisn
revolution, particularly by arms shipments.

C. Hedefsotorg.

Hespondent heerd of several redefectors, but she lmew quite wmell a woman
who worked with her in the smae prison hosnital. This woman workad in thes
laboratary, and actually, according to reapondent, had ne expert knowledge,
but, aince she came back from Austria and aaid everything detrimental to
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the United States armed forces in Auvstria and asll Vestern institutions, she
bacamy a big shot in the party. Her hushkend remsined in Austrias and she
was divorced. She was tha bilggest liar respondent can remsaber ol her
personal acqueintances. She thinks that gquite 2 few of the redefectorn
behavad like this., although ¢he presumes that moast of them did not £k sink
that low morally-

Respondent thinks that Communists needed this redsfection program bucanse
they needad pecple who said that it was not worth whils to flse sbroad.
For instance, inthony Pager (2 cinema actor, who might almost be termed
the counterpart of Cary Cooper In Hungarian films in the thirties, parti-
cularly at the end of the thirties and during the war who, unfortunately,
in the very latest phass of the war got sorshow ziwed up with the extrums
right). Vhen Fager retwrned to Hungary in ths courses of lsat year (1956)
the Communists scored & major victory, because his retwn indicated to
them thet everything was atill best in Hungary. That is to say, his return
was valusble to them becauvee it indicated that,

Respondent says that she thought, snd all her acquaintances thought, that
all those people were completely crew, out of mind and silly who were ready
to return,

D, Zxile taaks.

Asked vhat people who have left Hungary shculd do now, respondent says that
they should in=ist and try everything possible on sarth ¢c move the Unitad
Nations to tuke steps for thse liberstion of Hungary. HAsked what the people
in Hungary would like teo know about the exiles=, respondent says that thsy
would like to know that they are doing vhat she Just sugpgested and hesides,
she thinke that they know evaryiliing important {rom lettera of the opsa wio
fled to the free Taest.

Asked sbxxicciooascimaxehreioxs e whether there is anything respondent
thinks they phould know, respondent snswers that people 1n Hungary should
know that it is not right for them to starl ancther revolutiocn because
they will be drowned in blood because the Test will let them down again.

Keapondent thinks that the refugees, the esxiles, should do everything
posgible to persvads the public opinion of the Frees Torld that Yungary =must
not be asbandoned for good, and at the same tims, she says, they should
learn a8 much &8 possible in ths free worlc, so that whan they retorn they
becoma fine experts amd well experienced people.

Respondent thinks that she ¢an learn an awful lot hers as & nurse and
raturn enriched with knoaledge and with even more skill.




F-£6 XVIIT/7L
HLA

Respondent happens to be a member of the Hunparian Freasdom Fighters
Fedsration.

She thinks this orgenizstion should represent the interests of the
Hungarian refugees as well as the interssts of the Hungarian people
still under Communist oppression.

Hespondsnt thinks that this organization should include old and new
refugees alike, sll the mare since the new exlles could save the old

ones from forgetting their being Hungarians.

Asksd about the various Hungerian political partiss, respondent says
that there were only two partiss which were respsctable, though she
didn't care much about them either, and those were the Small Holders
Party and the Socfial Demcoratic Farty.

Hespondent thinks that thare should be no partiss in exile because there
are too few Hungarians first of all, and secondly, because they are
guests in a foreign country and they shounld not play any party politice
hars.

Hespondent knew of the revived parties doring the revoiution, that 1is to
say in the threes days folloming the revolution, but she thought that sueh
movas were premature becausse they should have girded themselves for further
fight with the Hussians.

She thinks that the groups that had gone into exile previously should have
returned to & liberated Hungary to participste, not only in the revivsd
parties, but in every segment of Hungarian life, particularly in sclentiflic
institutes.

Hespondent wants her children to learn Hungarian in the United States.
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XIX. AUDIENCE HEACTIONS TO RALIO AND LEAFLEIS.

A« Hadio,

Respondent listened quite regularly to foreign radio stations, particularly
to Kadio Free Europs, to the Veice of America, to the HEG, to the Hungarian
nems of the French radio and somatimes to that of Munich and even to the
Hungarisn broadcasts of the Spanish radio.

She says that reception was better or worse on all stations, and that was
determined more by the weather than by anything else., 5%ill, on the wholas,
she thinks that Hadio Fres Europes was particularly easy to receive.

She says that there was very much jamming of stations, particularly BEC
and Munich were jammed and alsc the two American stationa.

She listened only to Hungarian language brosdeasts.

She listaned in the evening, whepever she could afford it, and mostly she
was able to, and she listened particularly betwesn the hours of 9 and 10
pafi=. She angwera affirmatively to the question whether she teld others
what she heard.

She heard moat of the broadcasts on her omn radio set.

Mostly she listened to these broadosets togethsr with either har husband
ar with other friends.

They were afraid that sompbody might hear what thay were listening to, =mo
they tuned the radio down and sat very clome to it so that they could hear
it

She heard an awful lot about wesiern broadcasts second hand, from her
colleagues, from her superiors, from her friends and nelghbors, and jus?
psople in straetcsra and Imees.

Ghe heard about these broadcasts very very often, she ssys,

She says therc was risk involved In listening to these broadcasstas, or in
sproading the pews around of what they hearc.

She thinks that most people ware not intimidated by the danger.
Asked about changes, she says that in the lsat few years it was not as

dangerous as befare, particularly not, bacause by them pesople knew wall
enough who the informers were.
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Respondent's pereral sttitudes are expressed in the following words:

"On the whole, it was an admirable intslligence service, which reportad
nows imnediately. It was reslly zmazing to ses how quiokly this Information
service worked. At the same time, it wau very bad that there was too much
encouraging that help would bte forthcoming if pesople wanted to liberate :
their country." '

Hespondent preferred the Hadio Free Burops to the others for several years,
but later she prefarred the HEC and the Vest Cerman-Hungerian service.

She preforred these stations btecause they soundsd much more convincing
and appeared to be much more objective than the others, particularly Radic
Frese Europe did not appear very objective lately and certainly not doring
and after the revolution, she says.

On the whole, she thinks that broadoasts ware fairly reliable.

She says that there was a difference batwesn the =skiwhk relisbility of
various stations.

She thinks that the BEC was by far the most relisbles.

She judged their reliability, their accuracy, on the basis of her om
experience in every day life. She compared reality with what she heaxd.

She says that the effect of these broadcasting stations before the
revolution wes not much mor@ than to keep the hopes of the people sliva.
Then she hastily adds that there was atill another great merit of thense
stations, namely, they kept peoples informad of aventa both in Hungary
and ocutside it.

But she thinks that thess broadcasts stirred nobody to any action.

During the revolution, howsver, she sxplains, the impect of thase stations
bacams tremendous. Thelir influence was most decisive. Feople built their
hopes on vhat they heerd,fxmm perticularly fronm the two American radio
stations.

Spsaldng of Radio Free Europe, respondent says that ahe regretted very
mach that its news, particularly cduring the revalution, wes not ar reliabls
B8 it had been in the past.
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¥hen she is told that some people have sald that western broadcasts, and
Hadio Free EHuorope in particular, helped to incite the Hungarian peorple
by holding out promises of Western help, she sayes that it might not have
been true hefore the reveolution, but that during the revelutiom it
certainly was literslly true.

She thinks that Hadlo Free kurope showld not eontinue to broadecast into
Hungary unless it finda a new and much bstier form, sform which insures
objectivity, an objective approach to every problem and accurate news
service which does not hold out falase hopea to people.

Asked what programs in perticular ahe thinis should be broadeast, she
says that stralght news, above ull, is always welcoms to people, and news
concerning scientific research developmenits. She alsc sugpeste brief
scisntific lectures in a populer tone, so that people can increasa their
imowledge. She particularly suggests that English classes and French
lenguage classass be held.

As we go, item by item, she saym about anti-Commnist propaganda that
that would t» jammed anyway, but that people don't need any of it.

Going to the naxt item, she says that progrems atout life in Western
Europe and in the United Statesa, and a program gbout life anywhere and
averywhare would be welcome.

Asked once more what else she suggesta, she says that in those scientific
lectires she supgested, she would very much suggest thet information
concerning health and hyglence ba included.

B, FEP leaflets, or Free Burope press leaflets.

Respondent does not know the initials Nz, nor dess she know it when
the f1]ll name is spelled out.

Respondent hsard something very vaguely about some demands, she doasn't
aven rememier that there were twalve of than. ke

She saw Free Lurops press leasflets in the air as thay came down from a
Ex¥ows balloon. She never had one in her hends.

She heard about such, but not much more than the fact that leaflets wers
spread and that they contaired encoursging rimewihtiwrsrxxdwourirkesnisx hintas.
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Respondent heard from her patients of Free Europe press leaflets, and
she glse heard from dectora and nursss.

She thinks that picking up and distributing Free furope press leaflets
were particularly dangerous.

She says the ADO beat psopls up if ¥Vree Surope press leaflets wers found
with them; and they not only beat them but also jailed them if it was
found out that thoss psopls passed those leaflets.

She seys that some people were Iintimidated and some wers not, but most
of tham were apathetic.

cshe did not see any changes in this psttern.

Hespondent 1s not very positive sbout thess leaflots. She sayn that she
doegn't see any point in sprsading them at what she eatimatas very high
cost. She thinks they cause unnecessary excitement only and do not
really contribute to anything.

Asked about thair effects, respondent asays that in the beginning pecple
hopad, but that later they didn't give a hoot, because they found out that
these leaflets ware not meant wary seriously.

Hespondent still thinks that Radio Free kurope committee mey drop leafleta
if there is a 100% responsibility behind the textn.

she thinks that the main thing in these leaflets 1s to avoid anything
that amountas to bluffing.

L. Goals of wegtern grouns.

Respondent thinks that western groups hope to derive some good political
consequences from stirring Hungarians and other peoples subjugated by the
Seviata, but she adds that there was not one war that was won by leaflets
or radio broadecasts and she's afraid that tha West dossn't completely
harmonize what il says and what it does.

Respondent dossn't sse any difference in the sims of the western groups
which direct propaganda at Hungary.
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AX. CHILD REARING AND DISCIFLINE.

[E B B

EE N i I S T O T L

These are the X Hpsa -
sriishram things res nt thinks most important that a child be taught:
"Affeetion and love for her fellow human beings; honeety; diligence and

courage.”

Speaking of disciplining children, respondent says that there are a
million ways of explaining to children what should be dons and of
perspeding them how to do things and particularly, she thinks very much
of showing them by example. She shune beating ard any type of foree,
but she does not mean to exclude them from sducation. 3She prefers,
however, cutting snacks, or temporarily depriving the child of certain
toya, or other enjoymente.

She thinks that one should be more tender toward girls than toward hoys.

Asked whether treatment should change e&s the ¢hild grows older, respondant
says that it depends upon the intellectual development of the child. The
mora intelligent the child is; the more intelligent methods may be used;
and if the child is primitive, unfartunately primitive, methods of
disciplining have to b used.

Asked about one case in which she was disciplined, respondsnt tells the
following story:

"] was 16 and one day I want to the beach with girls in cur house. We
happened to have a very low charactar superintendent and he had a very bad
boy. This boy wea a nuisance. He wanted to be with us again and agaln,
and we had a great dislike for him. So we never went out with him, in fact
we sent him awsy whenever he trisd to join us. Iut that certzin day, this
boy happened to lmow to which beach we went snd he triasd to join us out on
the beach and there we still told him off. Fubt his mother (the superintendent's
wifa) sajd to my father that wo had bteen topether with Her boy. As we got
homs, father was so mad becausc he had no doubt that ths wife of the
suparintendent was right, that he bsat me with his palms. First he slappad
me in the face, and when I fell he still kept hitting me. T cried sz a '
cehild would cry and mother comforted me. As my brothers learnad the truth,
they manted to beat up the wila of the superintendent. Yy mother, however,
prevented them from doing that. Since father left home right after he

beat me, we had to wait until he cams home again, and then I told him

very resentfully that he was actually very mistalen, bmt I was atill
respectful toward him because I still thought very much of him."
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Respondent says that childrem six ysars old or older were uswnlly punished
by that parant who was closer to the crime, or rsther, the misdeamar, that
the child committed. In some families, she says, it was morelikely the
mother, in some more likely the father who was quicker to hit or to give
them another shat she terms "more intslligert® type of punishment.

ohe didn't see much difference in various social groups, nor did sha sea
any greater changes in ths last lo years in this respect.

Respondent thinks that physical punishment is usually abandoned sbout the
age of 15 in the case of boys and in the cate of girls she thinks that
the usual age is about 12 or 13. Bat shs right gway brings up &n axample
of which she know from her own experienca, that 2 girl friend of hers
was slapped in the face by her mother while she was preparing in bridsl
goen to go to her own wedding. And respordent thinks that this girl
deserved it because she talked in a very bad manner to her mother and had
no reason to do so.

Apleed sbout differences =twesn accial claspss, raspondsnt says that ths

middle clasa, which consisted of better sducated peopla, applisd usually

more refined punishments end stopped max usually at an earlisr age end d|
that workera applisd coarporel punishments and stopped perhsps a little i
later, tut there were also great individual differences, she says.

Punishment in general was abandoned urually about the age of 16, she says,
but quist censuring, quiet reproachment was atill used even in latar JRATE,
she says, and ahe emphasirzee that in these things it is very hard to ,
generalize.

Askad about changes broughi sbout by Communism, she saye that for a while
parents were not parmitted to epply eny corporal punishmant, buot latar
this was recalled because authorities saw that it was a grave mistzla to
issus such an order,

It seeme to respondsnt that there were no essential changes in the idnd
of punishment, but she thinks that the age in which many parents stoppad
punishing their children became younger.

In the last 10 years, respondent says, corperal punishment was abandoned
in schools and young children became much more undisciplined than they had
been; bafors, particularly in the first years. Befora,most Hungarian
children were very courtscus, she seys, but now they forgot what courtesy
once upon a time was, until the last few years, when one could ses that
parental influence becams much etronger agein and even in schools, teachers
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who were not prone to Communist doctrine influenced children for the good.

Probed with the request to name actual methods of punishments before
Comnunism, respondent says that lmeeling ard standing in the corner and
even spanking and hitting with sticks on their palms, end ocoasionally,
even alaps in the face, were not uncommon bsfore Communism, and that,
during Communism, perhaps not becsuse of Communism, but becsuse of
general change in educational methods, these punichments were abandoned
and writing sometimess & hundred times, and similiar punishments, cams
intc fashlon. Eut she adds that In later ywams, the last few yuare,
Communists found out that corporal punishments were necessary, and they
were, even though not officially, practically introduced in a powm great
many scheools again.

These are the charscteristics she values most in & friend: "Sincerity,
sbove all, and 2 tmeic honsaty;: love and affection for fellow human beings.
Sincere people have affection and love for their fellow people and they
can be counted upen to Bay the Lruth and to behava truthfully. Such
people shara their mental and spiritual problems with their friends.

Good friends should have a heart, a big heert in fact, not only good
brains. Thsy should not bas aselfish, only if people ame not selfish

can they te good friends.™

Asled about changes in frisndship under Communism, respondent says that
she had a girl friend who bDetrayed her out of Jeslousy and another ons
who betrayed her because she hated her, bascanse she still was able to
belisve in God and religion and she had lost that bellef and hated har
beceuss of that.
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Respondent is a very well built woman, about 5 feet 3 inches tsll. She

is blonde and has blue syes and 8 pretty round Zace, with very unusually
strong but charming features. (By features I msan wrinkles and furrows

and erow's feet and puckers.) Her big blue eyes arse very attentive ard

I think her most marked featurs is that she is very unusually attentive

and very comptsed. Her skin is well tanned and her hair is naturally

bl onde.

She dosen't look her age. Actually, she looks somewhat younger, but
gives the lmpression of a woman whose mge you can mever tell. She i3 a
type which does nct essentially change her face from the age of about
30 until the sge of about 50. She 1s & little bit on the fat sids, but
rather she should te descrited as stocky, or heevy. GShe has a very
unusually fwesik nimble and elastic, but churmfully elastis and quick walk.
She speaks unusually wividly and quickly, &nd has & very quick wit and
is full of emctions, but is always very wall composed. Attentive and
intent as she is, she 13 alwsys ready to smile, and her smile is very
sincere and completsly relaxsd and her lauphter is womanlike snd young.
She seems to enjoy the cigarets she smokes. She appears not to be &
passicnate smcker and handles her cigarets end every smmiim motion
with very natural and by no means exaggerated grace.

She is a typlcal member of the highest layer of the working class. Shs
has no higher educatlon, nor has she acquired one by extensive reading.
But she is maturally very intelligent and intuitive. Her intuition is
indesd remarkable. It is quite interestisg to observe that while, on
the vhole, e has a very open mind, in scme cases she apoears to be
biased. Although she seems to have changed her opinion sbout things
even though she waa biased for some time in that point.

The quite close personal acguaintance I acquired with her after the
interview (meeting her together with her riance) as well as the
grapnological analysis I mede of her handwriting, have convinced ms
100% that she is a thoroughly frank and well meaning and sincers
person. She is very unususlly understanding and helpful. FHased on the
aforementionad personal acquaintance snd graphological imowledge, 1 =y
say that she in amaingly eager to learmn and amazingly open-minded and
amawingly couragesous facing all kinds of difficulties.

Al though she thinks rather with her emotions than with her thoughta, and
is prone to pre-conceived ideas snd bisses, on the whole, she is extremely
snappy and equal to the occasion. 5She is very naturel and informal and
nas no trace of the sensitiveness and priggishnesa eo common in Hungarian
women. Shs can laugh heartily and cry hearyily, has great emotions guits
usual with Hungarian women and almost unknomn to the average American
woman. An Americsn psycheology student who knows only the usumal Aserican
scens and can think only mx in the every day American tarms, would hamily
believe about this emotionally over-charged woman that she is actually

very well balenced emotionally and would be among the last to becoms
emotionally disturbad.




