II, MAJOR SALIENCE AND WARM UP QUESTIONS

. ! sald the respondent,

“I don't blame the Americans/that they didn't know about
the conditions in Hungary before the Revolution. In
August, 1906, I was in Rumania, w visiting my family,
and I coulds see that our closaest ai ne rs, the Rum-
anians, had not the slightest idea about the unrvest and
dissatisfaction that existed in Hungary, The Rumanien
people were not t by fire and sword into thes Com-
munist party, Communist people were much more lsolated
in Rumania, than in Hungary, Only the Rumanian Cnmmuni:tu
had the better jobs held by the aristocrac during the
old days in Rumamix Hungary, but the Ruman Communists

= had#no connections with the broad social strata as in
Hungary, and therefore the Rumanians didn't have a reason
to hate the Communists as much as the Hungarians did,

“As long &s the Communists did not oppress the people, in
every small village, the peopls cnugg steal as fresaly as
they did bafore the Communists came, Hence, they wers sort
of grateful for this to the Communists, Because of all
this, the Rumanlans could not understand, as I smix said
before, thes unrest in Hungary, and this is why they didn*t
follow along the lines of the Revolution.

"Returning to the Americans, if they did not know the back-
ground in Hungary when the Revolution hzt broke out, there
was an American Embassy in Budapest, and it should ﬂavﬁ
ascertained exactly what the situation was, and halp the

Hungarian people by/all possible ways
'Wgn]
bo

"For years, everybody in Hungary was preparing for a sort
of change. We knew well that our own stren wes not
sufficient, but we were promised so many tlmes by the West

: help and assistance in case of Revolution, that even if

tha people were not too optimistic raga:ding the West, they
nevertheless never imagined that making such a atrang bid
for liberty against the common enemy, by our own efforts,
would result in not thexsiighiuzixazsiszanenxizsuxths
WEByd even getting a slight pat of encouragement from the
West,"




-
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I1I, CHRONOLOGY OF PERSONAL EXPERIENGES, ACTIONS
AND ATTITUDES AND EXPECTATIONS DURING THE REVOLUTION.

A."On October 22,"said the respondent, "there was already
much tense feelin among the peopla. ﬁy husband was at

school all day. I read the newspppers,and listened to

the radie, which nu:!?Iving out news of the student demons- _
trations in 8 S2E6£ D on the 20th, and stating that { A
such demonstrations might spread to Budapest. I had been
thinking of some change, but I did not expect a Rsvolut=

ion, but rather evolution toward a long desired relief £

from our troubles. I think the students wanted the same af Thea /6 5
when they started their damonstrations, sdegwe TEcaNMie UH

1 da E—
1 was home all day of he ] g about

any demonstrations. Our apartment was way out in Buda in

the lith district. The radio announced that Gero would

speak that day, and I excitedly awaitaed his speech, even

listening to a children's program just before this %0 be

sure I wouldn’t miikx miss the speech. When 1t came I

felt desparate, for evidently there was to be no change.*

I was so upset, I started to cry, and went to sleep in

despair, My husband awakened me at 10 o'clock, and told

me mxzid excitedly about the events, He said there were =
demonstratlions thrnuﬁguut the city, but he could not

tell me for just h what EUEIE were demonstrating. I

became angry, turned my back to him, and fell asleep

again, At 3 o'clock in the morning, I woke up and

I found myself alone in the apartment. I was frightened,

but finally I again fell asleep. My husband arrived

home about 4 o’clock and with enthusiasm told me of what

had had happened at the Radio Building. I felt so sorxy

I had been sleeping instead of being at the scene of

the events, I felt right away that what was happening was

not evolution, but a basic solution for all of our prob- hd
lems., After Imre Nagy announced WS RT/AL LA U - .

on the 24th, I fully believed THART MNE AwNouNeED T,

I don't still m=sa& know what really happened, Peoples said

ne was in prison in the cellar of the Parliament Buildings

and that other people were speaking in his name. It was

a@lso sald that his name was used by others before he even

knew what sort of a role his nans playsd in the Revolution

Even so, he never announced this Fortandemsd NARTIAL L &k

I couldn't understand the motives {5 557 i35
of Imre Nagy, First of all, why didn't he withdraw this
HaeTiAL |-pw during the days that followed? We list~—
ened to the radic with the greatest anguish, day by day
about the new schedule of this B fAeTiAe L A and in
the meantime, we heard the shoocting outsida, trambling for
the lives of those young fighters. I myself disagreed with
the methods of Imre Nagy in those days, together with thos @
of othar Hungarians, who kagt demanding more and more,
which frightened the Communists, expacting ths t*@ﬂﬁkﬂi
1940 to again take place, ravents



F=85% JF II1/5

"There were leaflets in thﬁitr&et,“ the respondent said,
"stating Imre Nagy was a traitor, and that he should go
back tc Russia, I made the same mistake as the rest of
the Hungarians did, with demands for a gradual improve-
ment in our conditlon. We should have done the reverse.
If we had presented to the Ruz% Russians immediately a
demand for complete Independence, freebelections, and
withdrawal of Russian txmmsp troops =~ that is, our
full demands -- the Russians would have been so astone
ished, that we would have obtained at least some of

our wishes, But I ws was over-enthusiastic and could not
control myself,

"1 suffered because I had to stay home with my baby" con-
tinued the respondent, " and could not go out to take part
in the fighting., I could not understand how my husband

couid stay home, since didn®t he/feel like I did? Finally,

1 becams hyaterizal, 1 told my husband that if

he did not go out to fi?ht, then should stay home with
our boy, and I would go! Didn't he realixe t the time
had come zexzs that we had longed for so much, and then we
did nothing? FinallI, I persuaded him, and he went su out
into the streast, Later, I felt bad about it, for if any sk - '
thing happened to him, it would be my fault, However, hes .
met his students in tﬂe fighting, and enjoyed 1%t all, ,
as he told me when he returned. T nt to the other |

tenants--a couple--and tried to get™ o out and g
Join my husband in the fighting., Howev I did not succ- husb
ead, for ap y the Hussians

ure

taken to Russia, and terribly treated., His wife was ;
teacher and a convinced Communist, but she zasz was x Just
as happy as Imwas about the Revolution., We felt ro fear,

ut Just enthusiasm, and discussad our expectations
of a betier deal for all of us, such as higher living séam
standards, and financial help that the west might extend
to us after the liberation, Everything would become kuit
better, The wife was as enthusiastic as I was, not thinke
ing of the possible disadvantage to her in case of a
changz in government.

"On the 25th of October" continued the respondent, "I had
one of the most beautiful experiences aiomyxkifexluriny of
the Revalutian, L went out next door to do some shoppling
and saw a group of people approaching, who were shouting

to all householders to hang out their Hungarian flags, and
to remove the Russian emblems. Almost immediately, I saw

8 Hungarlan flag to up, with the Russian emblem cut out
from the center of the flaqg, I joined the group, and con-
tinued down the street with them, I saw flags appearing

oen every house, and the people came out from the nousas,

and stood besides thelr flag proudlys This md madz a deap
impression on me, C“"TH:ET\FE@
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"Tha people no longer were afrald, “"continu:d the ras-
pondent, " they did not hide any morekx, The, dared to
be courageous, We contlinued on our way, :he street
being lined on both sldes with Hungarign, £ligs. When
we reached No, 44,0F Bartok Bela, we gaw & red
star on a wall. People put up & ladder, and after wuk
gquite a st:uggla. tore the star down, Then we saw

a lmpe: beautiful sight, Revealed there on the wall,
after the star was down, wes a statue of the Holy
Virgin., It was a beautiful scene how all tha women
dropped to their knees, while the men quilly removed
their hats., Everybody was dmms deeply moved, and the
people sald to each other that this incident had besn
caussd by God, I myself will never forget this
avent. Right after this happened, our small grou
of elght or nine pegﬁle increased to twnntzﬁfiva, who
dll continued down the street, asking the housecholders
to put out thelr flags and taking down the red stars,

"Walking along the street with the group, I met by chance
my husband, who reminded me about my small boy, alons
at home, and whom I had completely forgotfSlout becauss
of tho great excitement of the day, We walked home azlong
the Bartok Bela street, and on the way back we saw how
fearful the Russian soldlers wers, We met some tanks,
The street was almost empty., ihmxybmidyx Everybody rushed
into their houses, but even then, the Russian soldiers
were so afraid that they didn't dare to pesk out of their
tanks. It was ax very strange sight, since usually tank
crews 3t sit on top of their tanks when entering a city,
323 this is true of all natlons, This was what our boys

s took,

"During those dy days, " continued respondent, "the shops
were all closed, We lived on what we had =--votato £ pan=-
cakes,/and some sweet crackers. We didn't see bread for

{ bacon} two days, When the shops opened up again
L went to Moricz Zsigmond Gircle, There was shooting all
dcross the square, There were & few groups of p2opls on
the street, Just in front of me ihmm there was a line of
people waiting to buy bread. Whan the people saw the Rus~ ,
slan soldiers approaching, ten or %xm twelve = =T&€ o T¥E ik
ARMS RAwD SKok THEIR FIeTS TPWARR O THE A,
A small boy leant over to pick up & stone. The Russlans
fired into the group., Nobody was hit, and the people,
instead of being frightened, showed on their faces the
hatred and excitement of the Revolution."

"There were some very sad cases. In our street, next door,
lived the party secreatary and his family, They had a2 boy
of ten, The mother was very proud of her boy, and many
times spoke how smart he was. He knew the Russlan language
perfactly, and corresponded with Russian 3 children in
loscow,. He was a very good boy, The parents were con=
vinced Communlists, and constantly praised tlie Russians.
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"One day I went to line up in front of a store for milk,"
continued the respondent, "I saw the boy in the line.
Everybody was talking about the Russlans, and described
their various crimes, criticizing the Russlans severely.
The boy stood there, listening to the people, but saying
nothing. Suddenly, & Russlan tank turned into the street,
and a soldier stood on the top of the tank. The boy xan
to the tank, and %x threw his empty mik milk can at the
soldier, The Russian shot the boy down immedlately. It
was fantastic how and whom the Russians shot. Whan the
Revolutionary fighksuxfighters sa shot at the Russians
from one side of the street, the Russians would flre at
an unarmed group of people doing nothing By makxexx

but looking on, Seeing that, I always thought it was
the same system after 1945 when they gat assembled civ-
ilians into long lines on the street, and if somebody

escaped, they just took mihmxzfpeople coming along the
gtreet. g next It was the same
thing here, I guess, The Russlan soldiers had to report

that they killed some one, and it didn't matter whether
it was a Revolution fighter or onlocker or IITEhlixxlinl.
soldier,”

*We ol did not know much raﬁarding the withdrawsl of
Russian troops, " ds sald the respondent, "we only

heard on the radlo that the Revolutionaries all over

the city put down their weapons, and at the same time,
the Russlan truagiﬂwer& muving out of the city. Then,

we completely believed that victory had come to us,

How ramarkﬂhia it is that people can believe in victory=
so easily. Tha few days that came after that I will
never, never forget, -how high the jui was throughout
the city. The people were never so united, ihs thls was
what they had dreamed of,and now it was here! The en-
thusiasm broke out even among the most convinced Com
munists, And for myself, all my individual experiences
up to that time, vyouth, marrliage, chlldbirth, ihey were
all nothing compared to this gxk great experience now!

the most beautiful experience of my lifel
23y g AAX LRI XX TR EARRK

it trsutsoraizatraddex oo s
The faoct that @ ution did not succeed oan not nade ﬁﬁ by ev ha ving
ﬁt is not good to think of these Elﬂ_.ﬁgs." ! = ]::-* o gm” cas

e

“The whole atmosphere of the city changed during thess
days., Everybody wanted to take part in the rebullding,
They wanted te organize rubble clearance among the
people. Everybody was full of snergy, and it was inter-
esting to compare this, with the situation after the
fourth of November, when Bd nobody touched s plece oi
rubble, ukn:xu:lxhz sverybody was completely hopeless,
and had no energy.
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"The shops opened up one after the other, " continued

. the respondent, "life became normal once more, Even
the political parties took up thelr regular 1life, Food
distribution followed. The Russlians had broken into
the shops and took whatever they could. After this,
the shop managers usually took the money out of tha
cash registers, and handed it in to the central office.
Somatimes, (laughing) I didn't send
all the money in to the office. The store managers
opened up the shops, and disizibuted the goods, First,
the managers asked for payment, Later on, when the people
protested that the managers wanted the money for them-
selves, the managers consulted, then distributed the

i food free, Everybodyw who was in the line got something

of everything that was in the shop,™

" “November first was an unforgettable day" said rmzpmnddrik
raspondent”this was the day Hungary when people went
to the cemeteries, On this particular day, it was announced
that all the heroes of thexRmwsiukm Revolution would be
buried, The people were asked to place lighted candles
in their windows in honor of these herges. Later in the
afternoon, I went to the Moricz Esi?mnnd Square, Around
thes statue of St, Imre, thousands of candles were lighted,
and choirs sang religious songs continuously. It wasmxx
heavenly and beautiful. There was no traffic. We had to
walk all the way to the fortress, and we saw the whole
city from the Citadel. In every window thers were candles.
The whole city was brilliantly illuminated and that day
would be long remembered,"

"On the third of November, " continued respondent,™ we
" still dldn't dream of any change for the worst. In the
mornlng, we went to the Small Holders Party to declare orx
register ourselves, because my husband had belonged to
. this party before the Communists took over. I was very
much pleased, for I was given. by the paxty an Exz= e we paP®
asslgnment for thea next Monday., It wagz sort of ¥
watir,and I was supposed to go to the country to jpaiesridw
agreks. In the afternoon, my husband and I vlsitﬂd my
uncle, and I told him about my new assignmaent, However,
my uncle, whom I liked kux very much, told me that my
Joy was premature, This Revolution was not yet ovar, said
my uncle, and the Hussians will not glve in s0 quiﬂﬂly.
I became indignant, and told my husband on the way homa
thztm uncle perhaps had become a Communist, My husband
agreed with me, and said the Russlans didn't have any
other way out. They had, to, take/the change. Wa retired for
the night, The next day, Lﬁ&) 1n the morning, we
hezard cannon shots, and on radio ame heard Imre Nagy /¢

Apfn5.0,S. sdons dnessages-42)
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"On the fourth of November, ¥ gontinued respondent,”

we no longer belilsved in victory, but penﬁie hoped for

at lsast partisl success, I went out to the Mericz
Zsigmond Smum Square to buy apples. I saw people

picking up stones, and huildininsnmathin . I want

thers. I found they were bullding a barricade, I start-
ed to help them, During this work, I heard the foll-
owing story: The people expected that Russian infantry
would come into the city, and hence they hoped the bar~
ricades they were building would stop the troops from
reaching Rexxz Pest, which was on the other side of the
Danube river, While the barricades ware being eracted,
the Revolutionary fighters called all the psopls out of
the houses that were around the Cirele (Square)., Everybody
had to leave the bulldings, or go down to the shelters.
After the barricade I was working on was finished, I

went to one of these shelters nearby, .{The following
events I heard from the Revolutlionary soldiers whalm when
1 came out of the shelter later,”

"Guards had been placed on the top of the buildings,"res=
pondent contlinued. "em#One group of Revolutionaries caught
sight of a man on top of the Police Building who EuddanlgE
signaled with lights. The Rﬁﬁg&ﬂ%i?narius hxs had with thewm
a 14 year old boy who was a # shooter, flumtes+H The
man was pointed out to the boy, who shot him dead, While
the man on the building had signaled the Russian troops,
now he was a dead and could do no more harm, that is, he
could not advise the Russians that it was now dangsrousx
to come thera, Soon, the Russian troops arrlved, tanks
rather than the foot soldiers the peopls had expscted,
When the barricade had been finished, a blg stovepipe had
been put on top of it as a decoration, When the Russians
aﬁpruachad. they saw the stoveplpe, and bacame terrified,
They turned around in their tanks, and started back, takine
a sida street to reach the square that way, The Russians
finally got into the square, Then the Revolutionaries
opaned fire on them from the tops of the bulldings. About
fifty Hungarian fighters were in this battle, They killed
some 300 Huesians, and burnt all the bodies on the square
right after the fighting was over, I saw this myself when
leaving to go home, After this event, I was overjoyed
and still believed in some sort of success for us."

"Regsrding our escape from Hungary" said respondent, "tha
following hsppened., During the days of victory, nusband
volunteered for service in the National Guard, This guard
worked with the m regular police, and everybody had to
register in the old police building, where a filing caxd
was made out for his record or information. Meanwhlile, the
MNational Guard members were hmex hunting for the AVH men

@a &5 the Revolution was being fought, I didn'th balieve
in this man hunting, and my husband did not take part in
this., However, after November 4thk, the Police Bulldino ws
reoccupied by the Communists, and ths £iling cards thatl

h

"
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had been made out were still in the building. MY hus-
band was afraid that the Communists would look for the
members of the National Guard, whose names and caxds
ware there, This was the reason why we finally decidad
to leave Hungary. At filrst, I did not want to go with
him, I didn't agree wlth the idea of fleeing, I wanted
to stay in Hungary and continue my writing, I started=
to conslder what kind of life I would have staying alone
in Hungary. First, I found that I would have to send my
boy to a nurse if I wanted to work for a while, I did
not have any critlcism for the nurseries, which were
new and £Xamiy well furnished, well lighted, and had
good medical care, However, tﬁ& very uught of leaving
my boy , and realising he would grow up without his
parents, was unbgarable to me, Finally, I decided to
flee with my husband ,because of my chiid.“

_ L © A

D. "I think Hungary gygggg- a8 respact of the
world"™ said respondent, "amérnihe fﬁgal cause of her
Revolution., But 1 am convinced that the deathsand terror
of the Kadar government afterwards, hundrads in prisons,

and the deported pagﬁla, are too much of a price, Basic-
Ell?-j it wasn't wor it."
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IV, EXPECTATIONS OF AID FROM THE WEST DURING
THE RES REVOLUTION,

A, "1 expected very much from the West" said respondent,
"even armeo intervention. Many people 2im believed that

it would msan a third world war, They thought it was

worth it, It was a tremendous frustration for me and

for everybody, whan finally nothing happened, 1I couldn't
believe at the time of the escape that all those mmg neg-
otlations af'd <resolutions couldn't force the Russ-
ians out of Hungary. I still hoped that during the foll-
owing week, the Russians would leave the country.”

B. "L formed my expectations through word-of-mouth-that is
what 1 heard from sk other people. But I myself ught
that for what we gave, we definltely had to get something
back from the West, This influenced me more than what I
heard over the radios from the West, which dafinitely
promised holp, but I never believed those radio stations
vexry much,"”

Ce "I didn't meet any forelgners between Oct. 23rd and
the day of our escape”, sald respondent,
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IV. SOCIAL CLASS STRUCTURES AND ATTITUDES

A. "I was browght up by my Erandparents slnce the age
of three" said. opdep! in Szatmarnemetl in Rumania.
My mother was ' and could not take care of
me. I was the oldest child in the famil « 1 grew up
under coodg circumstances. My grandfather had 20 acres
of land, and the product of this was sufficient for us.
In 1940, when Transvylanla was re-annexed to Hungary, I
went back to my parents in Bihartorda., I had six other
sisters and brothers whom at that time I had not seen
before. In spite of the many children, my father was
financially in good condition. 1In 1940, he sold all he
had in tha old Hungary, and afiter three months we re-
turned 4o’ Iransyylvania, to Szatmarnemeti, where he bought
a hundred acres of land, The family lived on this ranc
in the outskirts of the city, and I gx went back to liwve
with my grandparents, My father was an excellent farmer,
a model sclentific one,and could produce as much on the
hundred acres as some others could get from 500 acres.
His income was equal to the income of the modest doctor
or lawyer. However, he had these six children to take
care of, and as long as they went to school, he had ex -
penses that were considerable,"

"After 1945, Szatmarnemetld was annexed agaln to Rumania,
The land of my father was confilscatad, and the family
had tc live on their savings. They had their house,and
some farm machinery, and my father undertock thrEEEing
with his own machine. He still had some livestock, but
he had to pay very high taxes. Today, his ﬂhiidrﬂn,
nia who are all in Szatmarnemeti, support him and my
mother,"

i

"My father s education was £mx fourth grade of aighschool
ingid inclliding also 8th grade of public school, and my
mother had sixih 6th grade of elementary (publis) school."

"I mysalf,as I said, stayed with my grandparents when my
parants went back to Szatmarnemeti, and I went to the
Protestant denomlnational school. The iamgug langusage
used in that school was Hungarian, except that history
and the Rumanian language wexe taught in Rumanian, I was
hxagxkxk brought up as a Chauvinist Hungarian, and I hat-
ed the Rumanians only because I was a Hungarian, I never
even learned the Rumanlan language, We spoke Hungerian

in my grandparent's home because of Chauvinism, Of course,
this was not very Intelligent.”
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"1 had & sirange feeling towards my mm parents"
continued respondent. " I could never understand how
they could leave me slone. I told my mothar I could
nagex never forgivekher for that, I always quarreled
about this with my parents, They were on one sids,
supported hz all the other children, I was alone on
the other side, in all thess arguments, They always
told me that I was flying too hy, but I still felt
that they wsre x wrong."

JHARRIED FIALTY el
Wf"—)said respondent, "my husband became-
a pilot (in the air force) In

1944 he crashed in Russia and became a prisoner of waxr; v
IG6T A PENSron AS A Kidi0 oF AR WiDDows TRay 'NE Gous & ke ..J,s-!cr'”"‘ .
" This pension was equal to the salary of a filing clerk »9f7e Ruis
However, I had gone back to live with my grandmother, | ®oVFe ws Ay
and there I had no expanses for rent and food,hence I \°7¥=.
could live on this small income. After my husband's
crash in Russia, and imprisonment, I began an entirely
new and different life, I had a newlkcircle of friends,
The friende of my childhood became less important to me.
As I sald before,m I had been accused of having too much
ambition, my family had dsaid so many times. Howaver, this
was not true, Really, I do not know mIEelf. Was it ambs=
ition whmh when I left my childhood friends, because I
wished to be with intellectual people?, who wers @il ’
G 5””"‘-”"’*‘“5; and because I wanted to be with those V- - =&
km whom I could look up to? Perhaps it was ambition,
but anyway, it came from tha bottom of my soull
end 28
"Friendship of noble people, this is what I longed for.
Real gentlemen, not one, but many. I never thought of
titles, or waaith. This was good for people seeking
vanity. I was looklng for real values - spiritual val-
ues, In 1948, I marrled my second husband, who was a
teacher,but who & had a diploma of law and economylkas
well, I met him in 1947 when he came to Transylvania to
teach at the Protestant gymnasium, He told me later on
that he wanted to escape to the West, but could not succ-
ged, Therefore, he thought that as long as his family
came from Transylvania, he would mgmuxs acquire some papes
there, and try to get to Turkey khxagh through Rumania,
However, his plans did not work out. After he married me
in 1948, we we Budapest in 1950, My husband had a
background of/familywgentry/ and a very high temper, These
two things togethar causad him to lose his job within a
Eiaru He changed his jobs, or it is more accurate to say,
5 oUnrIED StHeool every year, In this way, his sal=
ary was almost always the same. It wasn't high,, but we
could make a living on it."
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B, Regarding the question of social classes, respondent's
eyes kindled, GShe almost jumped up, "The change in social
classes weas tremendous befors and after 1945. [During my
youth in Rumania, the social strata was entirely different
zkrt than in Hungary, I didn't sesd={appwegiazis reslize
the idea of class diskimez distinction until I was 16, and
werit for ths first time to Hungary, in 28ds/™In the villacé
where my father was a ewdigew Sf /L1 FF~ there was a 14-3
young aristaurat.(au/ ineser, He serenaded m& one ntght. :
My fathex was assﬁ%@ shocked, s#eing him on the
street in front of our house, He asked me whether I knew P T
this man., I said no, I only (just) met this young man(@na -
found him vary pleasant, Then my father became very angry.
He sald that the whole village will talk about me, and thal”
I should know that this young aristocrat was interested
only in leading me astray, I talked later to the young
man, and told aim all about what I had been isid warned of
He said he had never had any such intentlons, and that
wheraver I might go ha would follow me, Despite this,
my father did not let the young man wvisit us, only because
p 8t1ll couldn't feel that he and his daugther g
Bn we zeturned L0 Szatmarnemeci, and the Hungarian troomn “o° Bany
occupied Transylvania, the smaller c¢ity clerks locked down good as
on my father, who was much more capabl :E' lgm
then they were, This was a great shock to me, and a real gras
humiliation., Even 1f I came from such a plain family, I
had become a writer at the early age of 13, I had my own
human dignity, and couldn®t understand the way the Hungar=
fans actad."

sad

"Howaver, during m¥ gacond the ¥¥¥%zmd/sto I of
discrimination continued, My hushband came from a fam y of
the gentry, where every one had good positions. His brothe-
er was an undersecretary of state, and marrled the daught-
er of a minlstex, I always felt that they never recognized
me, and 1 was happy that my husband's parents wers not
alive anymore. I coluld iagine what would have happaned
then, Soclal discriminstion was the maln quarrel through=

out our merriage, It came up again and again. I could

never talk to my husband about Communism, because immediate~ e
ely he would jenoclene—dowindmn-Boiopl 8 - HE vERyYy DEASE (T.H
I7¢oUld not uncerstand a system in which a person who has|) PREAeHE L
the same physical and intellectual capabilities &s the m 1 V=S
others, only because of his soclsl origin, has not the oF sufemy
game chances, 1 saw in Rumania that the peasant boy, who | Raess Axg
married an aristocratic girl, took his fathexr into the eLlascEs &
arix aristocratic home, and the father was given full

E?uallty. However, my husband did not agree with this idea

nl the equality of man, and he always praised the upper

clusses,.”
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"I was very happy because there had been changes in
. soclal classes in Huniary after 1945" continued the
' respondent, "1 think it was the grest achisvment of

Communism, First of all, this new system did am away
with the marriages of convenisnce. People married now
for love, I talked to many peopls, who told me about
their mpxagk problems. I could see how advantageous
it was for the people that they couldm now marry for
love and mutual interssts, and not have to take into
consideration other things such as monaey, soclal
origin, and such. My observation was t soclety
had become equalized., There were no groups who had
special favers. The workers, evan if thelr standard
of living remained the same, had more equal rights

. than before, but the middle class had come down to
the level of the workers. Hence, the workers were
not ashamed any more of their circumstances, because

* the former members of the higher cdasses had now
exactly the same XX living conditions. Of course,

this change alsc had disadvantages, becausehk it
NOITi s reduc of the people., For

example, a vary good friend of mine told me her

gtory,as follows: She wes a doctor,and she started

to study to become one during the Horthy regime. IHud
She was the daughter of a very simple worker, and
she had no other ambltion but to become a nember of
them middie class, For years she studied hazd,
neglacting sociasl life during her youth, and fin=
ally became a doctor, Then, &t the end she told me;
'You see, 1 gave up m whole youth, I sacrificed
everything for this diploma,and now,, after 1945,
the Communists lifted up all workers, and today
every one can have this without the struggle I ﬁad
' in order to become a3 doctor.® The Communist
youth took everything for granted, all the advante
&ges which the systam had given them,"

2x% Regarding her own social class, xuspmel raﬁiﬁgéggfal;)
sald: "According to my husband's occupation,m ou

be in the middle class, However, I would quote here
the words of a great Hunigrian writer: 'l stand on
the boundary (dividing line{’ ). I am a teacher,'"

"1l confess that I wanted to climb up out of my own
peasant exk class, but not because I didn't like

the peasants. I i% loved those people, and I would

have felt ashamed looking down on them, I will nevar
forget how proud I was when one day at the Kossuth
radlo, a Communist axplained to me that my assignmant
would be Lo describe & peasant woman. Then he looksd =%

a8t me, =ith dismay. 1 was made up and had =z on a
pretcy dress, He salds "How could you describe a paas-
. ant woman, a‘ter alll I don't think you would be able

tol?! How proud I was that I could anaswer himg 'Of
course, I can] Because I come from among them, 3"

-
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When asked which class was hardest hit by Communism,
respondent answereds "The aristocracy mm was hurt the
most, because everything was taken from them, The
middle class people at least could keep their skills
and knowledge, This reminds me of a story: about
1952 I had & very good friend of mine who was the daught~
er of a farmhand.’ tty At that time, conditions
wers very difficult for everybedy, and aspeclially for
those in farming, This girl came to Budapest <o find
swaxkixwazki work, Finally, she secured work with a
group of paople who collected all kinds of handicraft
. and exported it other countries. Latar on, she dis-
covered that this group s2E was made up u% people who-
had formerly been aristocrats. One day, a young
aristocrat came close to her, and she could see that
he wanted to kiss hex, She did not give him any en=
couragement, That evening, when she came home anc
told me about this jncident, she added at the enc:
*The whole world hadfte collapse hefore the condition
had come abeut that a pg prigtocrat, a count, cldn't
dare to kiss mel'Then "You see, fifteen
years before, he would have kissed you and raped you,
thmn without even asking you, and then would have
cast you aside!' This Communism is still beautiful."
end disk 3A
C. ﬂngardinﬂ the fealingsbhof different social classes
towards each other, respondent said:s "The peasants and
the workers hated mz each othar very much, It was very
strange. The Communists wanted to bring these two
classes to & common denominator Iaquallt?mmmﬁm
1 was never afrald of anything., But I remember baing
horrified sesing the drunken workers in the 13th dis-~
trict, where I went occasionally to a swimming pool,
I guess thq r gﬁ%g for this was that the peasants
were fal, and when the children went to
the city to work, and started to learn to steal, and
to go out with women of low morals, the old peasant FPArRENTS
at home became desperate, However, when
the young pcople went home waek-asnds, to the country,
they didn't like the old fashloned ways of their par~
ents. However, I do not know mhzimk whether this was
the real reason or not &why the workers and peasants
didn't like each other.). Anyway, the sltuation ls
still thes same, despite all the efforts of the
Communists. "



F-8% jp IV/17

D. In regerd to the chances of an indivlidual in Com-
munist Humnaxy Hungary getting ahead, respondent gava

this opinion: "To advance one's self in Communist Hung-
ary, the most important thing was one'sp politicsl

views, and the second most important thing waes the class
origin, Talent counted only if one used it for Comm=
unist purposes, In this connectlion, 4in the case of

& Writers ssociation, as an example, the Communist
thaory wae that there is no such thing as anxiomesm inborn
talent, Ev&rythini mEX can be learned) it is nnl¥

a question of will power., However, learning had to=
ba done under Compunistic auspices, that is, this rg-
:Ei’“’ﬂd I . '_":-} Telaln]y O] '-"'_.'_‘-_"___._,i_..' & g 1'
ot soursesy For instance, my husband smmE wanted t
register for a forelcon-sconomy class, He was asked for
any diplomas he might have, He gave only one of tham,
and even on that basis, the university officlals said
that If &8 person salready has a diploma on some occupat-
ion, he can 2arn his livini, hence he does not need
another---therefore the university turned him down."

In connection with people who got into diffEQ?E Jobs ¥ Husaswn

—

oPLE wWITH EDoes -
o \Trow FRok The
al D TiNE<

Diown't CounT

had an gptirely different opinion&

RN RE O always said that peopleradopted a
political point of view that would be useful to them
under Communism., Tha Communists cheated the people,
but the people also cheated the Communists. As an
exampla, the party secrestary was & former Nazi, and
that most of the Communists were people who adjusted
thamselves to circumstances. Once he went into a
restaurant with his superior, and some colleagues. When
thay were conversing, and a younc Communist ardentl
raised some Communist invention to the superior, tza

atter rebuffed the young man, and sald '"Look, Com-
rade, we are not in & place now where we have to con-
tinue w lieingl® In my circles, nobody ever
denconced Communism, and the E:npla expressed or

showed their satisfaction at besing Communists. Some-
times people accuse each other of being compromisers,
and argue about it, and say that those who compromise
are bad Communists, and a good Communlst could never do
that, In the long run, I do not think we can comprom
ise, If a person keaps saying what he doss not really
believe in,finally it will be known. Bfxgeursey I
feel that the Hungarlan RexmmxRevolution came about be~
iausenthe psople for so long suppressed their real feel-
ngs.
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. "Until 1950, I myself was in Szatmarnemeti, but I
heard from people in Hungary that in 1948 everybody
ey was forcad Into the party. When we arrived in
1950, my husband could ggt a job as a teacher without
jnining the party, but he could not get a higher pos-
itlon. He could not become a director or other fine

positone, Party membership was notl necessary to get
lﬁhathar i Wﬂﬁ! ahaad, especially not after 1953, I was never mxkam
4

(8 Communist asked between 1950 and 1954 a e writer's assoce
on yor nuEﬂLIi was raquire t one should be ra-
e garded by 1 Comnunists as sympathetic to theixr

pragxanxex aims could seem myself that some very
ambitious individuals, and the m informers ofm the
AVH could get shead, but this is Found in every soc-
jety."

D, Concerning the undeserved advantages of certain
groups, under Communism, respondant sald: " 1 guess
the Communigsik leaders did not have the learning

to equip them for the high positions and pay they

cot, and what they had was cdue murr mors to their
pnaitiuns and influence rather than to their ability,"

“The other group(wlth undeserved advantages) was
mads up of the young people just coming out of school,
They got much more than they deserved, A 20 year old
mechanic, for instance, could make 2500 forints. At
the same time, an experiencedjteacher with 20 years
of = work hehind her made sk only 1200 forints. An=~
other group consisted of actors,writers, azkils
artists, and athletes, who got very high salaries.

' But they deserved it."

#

4 I would have joined ths party, but nobody ever asiked me to do so,.
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VI. FAMILY LIFE UNDER COMMUNISM

A. "1 cannot tell much about my own famlly lLife,
because it was not affected by Communism, Whan
my son was born, I was always with him, because

I did not want to Zumxkx leave him in tha NUTsSery.

I did not dislike the o nurseriss, as statad before;
they were modern, clean, and had very good medical
care., However, I was terrified even at the thought

a of leaving my son there., 1 belleve they tcok good
care of the children in the nurseries; for instancs,
if & child couldn'it stand the change Efrnm home to
nursery &) and got sick, then the mothexr I;uuld

get a sick leave from hex work, on the authority
nf the ggnctﬂ at the nursery wie-axgnxiitfizan #f@ripfleddwg
papa ven \the mother, to the effect that the
child needad his mother, Basically, under Commun~
ism, child rearing was left to the nuraariaa, day
care centers, and later on, to ths teachezrs &t

school, Parents{did not have time for thelr children,
and the Zmmmumrits Communists aﬁ?ectﬂd frum the
taachers to be g V/RTVAL! & Droyn b I thought
that the teachers would take care of the children
in their free time, and they often did where they saw
the need for it. But the teachars had their own fan=
ilias tn consider, What Communism had not realized, was thst
that the tsachers had to go home to their own wivas
and children. Hence, the children were left alone
after school #) by averyhudy¢ kk by parentsd and

y tsachers.”

Amnng tha three types of families mentioned, mine was
the third type (not much influenced by Cnmmuniam} and
the average Hungarian family was the first type. Enth
parents worked, and did not have much time for each
other. They fuund thinﬁs at their workplace that they
didn't find at home, They were estranged, and found
satisfaction in some one else, who wasn': always tired
and who didn't argue all the {ime Often it was not
possible to get a divorce, for the Comgunist asuthor-
itles asked why the couple wanted a divorce, They
would nut grant one on the grounds thath one of tha
two had fsllen in love with somebody else, Also,

E divnrcu might result Iin loss of one's ghjob. Hence,,
Ehﬁt happened was that people had secret love affalirs,
f this was found out by the authoritiss, the one who

as a worker was less valued, was dismissed from hls
job. All this was due to the Communists trying to
induce people to live up to high principles, Most

of my friends were young epi couples who maske married
undar Communism,., However, 1 knew about cases whare one

of theldourdw became a Communist, and in such mwessupg, VARRIFELEC

Epiaas the Party expected from the Communist one, to

convert the matzs to ths Farty. 1i this was not successful,

P—

.
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he was regarded as a bad Communist. In other cases,
Communists left their xxxxk husbands or wives, who

were not Comnunists, in a rude and unjust way, Jjust

because they wers not Communists, and divorced tham,

I had a couple, very good friends of mine, Both of

them were Communists, but the girl was a convinced,

blind faith Communist. She justified everything, even
killing her mothsr as an extrems c¢ase, by thex logic asbout
of Marxism and Communistic ideas. She preached to me human
dignit{é unghihﬁp she heaig ﬁﬂ:; Iicalled my husband

my master, ch wae an o arian custom, she said

I should Ikxxmexaxdenever do that. Husbands and wives

ara2 equal in the marriage,and the wives should not

call the husband master, for, anyway, this hzs a bad

effect on the athartﬂi:ty. ﬁy husband, hearing of

this, said that if woman cama to our house agaig,

he would throw her out. This put am an end to our
friendehip,”

B. "The young people found it much easier to marry" said
respondent,"than had been the case in former days,®
Right after they left school, they got ve good jobs
at high saleries, often better than the older and more
exparienced peupie, as I sald before. Before the Com-
munist regime, this could not be done, because the
young people had no financial basis for marriage. Com~
munism therefore made an improvement here, Even more
zguthful marriages would have taken place, had the

using shortage been less acute,"

“These marriages" sald the respondent, " were citw c/v/L
marriages mostly (by a municipal officialf) as people
didn't go to church much, only seldom and secretly.
Long engagements went out of fashlon,and there were
many marriages on but short acquaintance, some just
as soon as they could get the required legal permiss-
ion papers, Paxents had much less influence than
baefore. The ¥uung people were much more independent,
;:d Eaciﬂad or themselves who they would marry and

We

“Hﬂgarding the moral life of the Communist youth, I
have to say that when older pesople continously kagp A
saying that in their tm& were better,z FEEL THAT
(more moral®) Maybe I same way, At any
rata, the Commun 5tatﬁava more freedom to t hzuun
Ie which

people, and the youths lived up to mkx it,
do not consider as a great crime at all."”



F=B2 Jp Vi/21

Prostitution was abolished under Communism, only
secret prostitution exlsted. I myself was always
againsi prostitution because I felt it was lowering
human dignity 1¢). The Communists took
the girls from ses, and put them to work.
Most of these girls and women became very good
workers, and they liked it, I ws was told & very
good story about this by the doorman at the Press
Technical wherem I often went in connection withd
my writing, The doorman was a former chief coun~
sellor of the police, One day a young mix® rslative

of his came up from the country, and asked him
t 1s, how could she meet some girls,
him He told" ke to forget about it, he would take care of

it. The next day the doorman told the boy to stand
with him in the doorway and wait, Pretty soon, he sew
a girl ame ho had been formerly a prosiitute.

E roac 1n and whom the doorman knew be-
cause of hls old Enline job., The doorman beckoned to
her to come to talk with him, The girl did so, The
doorman introduced her to the boy, his relative, .
asking her how she liked him, Aranka, this was the '
name of the gi:l= lLooked the boy over, and then asked i
of the doorman, *What do you want from me? What do |
you think? I am a street car conductor, and have a
good income. If I want a man, I pa o but I would
never give a pmmasy/for such a weak inﬂ; I am an in-
depencant pann¥ vwiorker today., The old days axe
over,.",and she left.

Ra?ﬁrdlng the Communist morality, respondent gave this
opinion: "The maralitﬂ of @ convinced gCommunist was
exagctly the same as the parzapiism principles of a
religlous man. He had his desires, but he disciplined
them, I knew a Communist teacher, with such principles,
He had the highest morality I have ever seen. 1 have
not neard about crime, or alcoholism, or any of such
things, These are never published in the newspapers,
Once, in the writers' association, there was & discussion
about such matters.-why didn't the newspapers rEE:rt
news of crime? Pﬁngla should know of dangerous places
But the others replied, emphasizing that according to
Party instructions, it was forbidden to write about
crime because this would bs a weapon in the hands of
the West agalnst Communism,"




I
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Concerning juvenile delinquency, I was asked by the
radio to write a sax script about this type of youth,
When I went about the city looking for such youngsters,
1 was very sorry to find out, that instead of burning
all their dime B novels, these youths could imitate
gangstars Raxy very weil. Most of them were about 10
years old, I found that these children became juvenile
delingquents mostly because they were left alone too
much by thelir mothers, smmmiimss all day long in fact.
Theyl usually came from the lower classes, The children
started to bsg money, and we when they got used to

this easy money, the habit developed into stealing,
However, 1 havd!mvar heard about 2 FAHPEec -£€5

The solutlon for this problem is +4~ nothing less than
to send them to reform schools."
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VIl. RELIGION

“In Rumania,"sald respondent,” I did not notice any
change in rﬂliginus life under Communism. I went to
church every Sunday, and continued my religous life
as before., When we moved to Hungary in 1950, on the
train we travelled together with a Communist group.
They discussed religion, and sspesisiy especially
the subject of Atheism. I was disgusted, and when we
arrived at Diosgyor, to the new trade school wheres my
husband was mxk already a teacher -~ I was to join him
thare =~ I saw a beautiful big church across the
street. It wmw was a Catholic Church, and I was a Prot-
estant, but as I often went into Catholic churches, I
told my husband how lovely the church was, and wanted
to go in. My husband ansaw answered me by saying that
there were only & few old wemen who went to the church,
because it was in the center of the city, and he told
me right away that he would not go there, otherwise
he would lose his job, Later on, I sawkfor myself that
the church was mnstli deserted, I learned step by step
about the religious life of Hungary, from different
tales, A varLgnad friend of ours was in the Alreefice
Ministry, d a high gi:itiun there, and was ousted
(all the time from Job by his colleagues, One
day at a meeting with high party officials, one of the
parly members said to our friend 'We experience strange
things in these days, Would anybody think that our
colleagues went to church last Sunday?' However, our
friend with rare graaanca of mind answered right away:
‘Oh, Uncle John, I really didn't think that you would
tell me that, Even you,mm who asked me to go to the
church with you!® ALl the peuﬂgu in Remm? the xoom
were confused, and nobody knew who said the truth, and
who didn't, so the danger was over, In general, the
people always picked on sach other in matters of rels
ion, Another time, a girl came into the office
of this friend of ours, Sﬁn said that she had seen on
the neck of a girl a golden cross, and that she should
be dismissed from her job for that., It took quite soms
effort for our friend to convince ghu girl visitor
Egitjfﬂ;“this he wouldn't dismlss anyone from her or
oD,

"In spite of allthis, the churches were crowded ,mora
than ever., I could never get into the Kalvin Circles
Church on Sundays, But everybody who went, for instance,
to this church, were either very good friends of long
standing, or absolute strangers. I think the people took
their religion much more seriously now, than before, "
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"In 1951,"continued respendent, "1 fell 1nth soxt of
religlous enthusiasm. One day I went to the Kalvin
Circle Church, and sustdentiy suddenly a woman about
30 years old aaﬁgnachsd me and ssked me without any
introduction, ther I wanted to attend their praver
hour , It f£lashed through my mind immedistely that to
invite some one to a religous gathering was punishable
by imprisonment, according to Communist laws., I was
suprised for two reasons: first, how this woman had
had the couragek to approach a stranger and ask such
a question; not knowing whether I was a Communist or
not; secondly, why did this person think that I would
join a religous group? I had make-up on me, and I
was not cressed as a pious,zuiiga rﬂlgginus woman might
be, Not long ago, 1 ﬁea:ﬂ in the sams church, a
priest talking about God who mskma/everybody fora while
to seek him, asks akain 5 again and again,
but not forever, Suddenly I thought that this was one
of his calls, and it was God who arranged this whole
thing, He sent the woman to ask me to i:;n the pax irﬂup,
to save me, AsS & child I had had a »=Zxumux religlous
aducation, and had gone to church rsgulﬁrlxiill of my
life, I thanked this whole avent as opoortunity -
to take much better care of my religious duties, I Joined "
the group and made vexry good frisnds in it. I heard ' |
:ﬂ:echaa there, and was very active in religious life from L
t time on, 1 even went for a vacatioen their resort .
center, which m had not been confiscated by the Comm~ "
unists, The Protestant relicion was semmih somewhat .
mucexinxfxle less tﬁ:aunuted by the Communists than wers
ntﬂegg;hg gunga inat::E dug nhiaglza:pntﬂquthnir'prianta
an s, for ce, Janos Pe Hﬁhnr |
Bishop ngulﬂ inform the AVH of the redles of the puagple H
who hed attended hies own servioes
and as far as I know Bereczki did thesame, The paople were
afraid to go to their churchas," " =
i
“Later on, "continued respondent, "as time pass r
this religiuuswgguup and their members.The people.,even my
best friends, said that when they becams ruliginus.
their waxk wordly ambitions faded away, thev became more
virtuous, had higher morals =--but hui:gﬂwi %u them in
thelir asis actual lives, I could see t they quarreled
with each other,,aodsbieyogamw up their ah ambitions be-
cause they wara(ﬁrt able to fulflll them,"” .

nd thut they had given
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"It is very lntﬂrﬂating= when I think about itf.con- RELIGioUS

tinued rds respondent, " #la% talking to you about g Az E TEo.
religicus life, that at exactly the same time,

when I bacame moreand more a Communist Whatever 1 ex= |
ist frie

perienced amuni&n: my Commun nds in the

Writers! Assoclatlion, in spite of lessening my rel=-
igious enthusiasm, nil this made me more religious,
For instance, the following happenad to me: :

"At the Writers' Assoclation, the young writers had
to attend a school, It was a sort of seminar where
they told us about the new line that we had to con-
gider in & our writing, One of our lecturers at the
Seminar wasc a very energetic young woman, The only
thing about her I didn't like very much was that
she sald in every one of her speeches, sach ofkwhich

took half an hour, that religion was bad and
Atheism was the unlg intelligent belief that a
scilentific person should have., She showed dismaI
regarding xmikigs religlous people , I was very ral=-
igious at that time, mnf and of eaxuumxihi courss thls
mil made me feel uneasy. Cne day this Epun teacher,
whose name was Marianne, invited me to her aumn, to~
gether with some mk other colleagues. She was a self- .
consclous Communist who was proud of her party member-x |
ship. Entaering her apartment from the terrace, I passed
through the door and went into the room, Marianna
gggpad up quickly and openad the dmix door, However, I :

@ glimpse be the door and saw & cross on the I

wall. Marianne was terribly embarassed, but she didn't
say a word, After a few minutes, she started to show
us some old photographs on the wall of her apartment
gaying in an embarassed voice how difficult it was with
ths old parents, They always had some old fashioned
idsas, for lnstance, she takes down the pictures and

uts them away, because they ars so old fashioned,but

r mother comes &ll the time and hangs the pictures
up egain,

At that %% time, I believed her story,and thought it
must be her mother who had insisted thatbthe crose should
be on the wall of her apartment, On another occasion
however, when 1 had known her for a year or so, [ went By
chance with my husband to the Catholic Church across ths
street from the school where my husband taught, It was
afternoon, and the church was deserted, and when we ent-
ered the church unexpectedly some one grested us., It was
a very elegant woman, dressed bsautifully, and having
much make=up on har, I did not immediataré racognize her
~and then I saw that it was Marianne} She cam=s to our
Seminar class in shabby clothlng, and without make=-up.




was very well

. She was there only for the job and the money, I knew shs

paid

=
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In her lectures; she spoke against make-up, in fact,

£ 1 smiled and greetedm, then left the church with my

husband, Ths next day , when she entered the class,

shes immediately turned {n me, saying: "@iASy I saw i
that E:: went to tha same class that I did yestexday,! f
=And eyes twlnkled -- After class, she came to me l
and askeds 'This church, do iuu go to it because it is

g0 far away?!? ‘No, 1 i replied, ' bacauss my husband

teaches near there.' She was a little embarassed, and

asked whether I belonged to the umkigs religlous group

of that church, I said No, but I Misa *@Ssm2thet. (E90vey TRen AT

THaT she halomd to that group. I was shockad Qurecnion
and disappointed. I ught +thet Mariaone played a very l
low &trick on &k our class, because if she

was really religious and believed in God, how zmam could
she try to prove at v lsctures that there was no God?

was not a very talented girl, and it was a requirement
of her job that she had to be an erdent Communist. She &N |
and kd had no special abilitles, She could wehdcpads 2
hold her job only kazwax because of her ztidtwslox, |
loyalty to Communiem, This had a profound effect on i
mé, and xka strengthened raliglous beliefs,seeing |
that even an ardent Communist like Marianne, could ednNoT
belisve what it preached about religion. On the ﬂthﬁrljﬂhdj ,
this incident affected my own belief in Communism, since |
Zre 1 could see that many of the members didn't believe
in their own Communist ideas.”

Rega:dingifhathar any particular religious faith was the
hardest hit by Communism, the respondent stated: " I guess |
that the Catholic religion was the most affected, but '
I would not be able to discuss thig intelligently, I {
nyself often went to Eaktki Catholic services, and I saw

that the churches were always filled, Nevertheless, Limust

add hers that the churches, in spite of the lfnuilmx

oppression by Communism, enjoyed & substantial sup
and income from their members, "

“As to whether the churches were bulwarks against Communis
in Hungary, respondent saidts "Even being so religious, I
cannot say Yes to this questlan, For example, the prlests
and religlious m ps were not allowed to talk REiXERRS
against Communism., Hence, what wae said in the churches and
religious groups was rﬂairlinﬂd, and this did not give real
strength to the people, Hence, religion did not have enovirl
influence on the young, and tﬁez schools had no religious
instrugtion, The prlests could not enter the w schools .

port



F-85 jp ViL/27

Thers was a sort of rqliginus class, but the Comm-
unists did not want people to send theirmchildren

there, This would have bsen the most rtant to
teach the youth religiun,”\“ﬂ&b'

B. Regarding the quastion whether respondent was
more religlous than her family, respondent sald: -
an
"1 was definitely more religious than my parents.
However, one of my sisters was almost as plous as
I was. She wanted to become & D ) and it
was interesting that she became full of religious
enthi enthusiasm as I did, but somewhat later than
I. We often cdiscussed this, that we were so relig=-
fous but our mRirmk parents had never been so,
For my paraents and grandparents, the most important
thing was that I should put on my new dress first
to go to the church, and after ¢+ I could wear it
gverywhere, Everything was only formality. With ma,
it was different. I was ten years old when I went
to the Sunday School, and Zm I llked it very much
when once 1 had a chance to substitute for an older
girl, and make a speech, My parents went to church
only if one of the children was confirmed,

"But I must tell you the interesting story of

sistar, After my sister had falled her ambition

to become a Diaconist-#, % v ¥ » x she an to
study to become a taachi&. After finishing ol,

sha got a ?Er¥ good position at the University of
Kolozsvar, Unfortunately, she fell in love with the
rector there, the rector of all of the faculties thers.
The man was 40 years old, When my slster secured the
position, she did not tell the university officials that
my father's land had been confiscated by the Communists,
in 1945, However, this was rather dangerous, she knew,, &
and the Party could find this out any time., Placing all
har confidence into the hands of her fxiwikf friend,

the Rector, one day she asked &kx him what his advice
would be in this case. Should she buy some forged papers
to show she had the right to a teacher's job, which

she loved and which was her whole future? Tﬁa ReCTOr 7 s o F by
answered wt without hesitation, that ghe SE THE ove
one te tel)l the Communist Party about thils, because it

|
was zgalnst his Communist conscience to hitnx hide this |
after he learned about it, He added that after this I
¥ confession by her, he mapx} would not be allowed to

see any morz of my her,m such a girl, who comes from such

a family. My sister was dXwwmxxm dlismissed from her

¢ D dasac e Soadagd from her Job, and went to another

cilty where siie becams & simple office worker, To my
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giaatast surprise, when I went back to wvisit my family
1956, I found my sister completely disappointed

in her religion and wkt with a verv strong inclination=
toward Communlsm, It was thaﬁgummuniats who had hurt

her and her &= career so crually, but in spite of that
-=-after wa had listenad together to the radio, and

had to discuss & program=---sghe praised Eummuniﬁn highly

I thought this was because my slister was still in love
with Rector, However, I had to visit my other
gister, who was an assistant doctor, and who had a boy
friend, who was a Communist, and became the director of
the state hospital only because he was a Communit ,Other-
wise,he was not very talented. I found the same sit~
uation as regards my father, He was completely ruined by
Communiamd in 1945, =And when I had left my family five
years ago, they were terribly anti~Communist, Now, when

I visited them, I found in them,a sort of slow,progressive
change toward Communism, It was much easier for m to
accept Communism, because in Rumania it was not so strong
there s whereas léz this time I myself had become somewhat
dinappn.tﬁf 'Eé't, Communism.

0

EE?E'EE many Strocities sgainst the/
wal 33_&5 Eﬂﬂ%ﬂﬂ"
Howuver, i did not seem to belleve that I wasxuifsuzis

g0 dissatisflied with Communism, and asked me s &nd

R what was wrong with me,* anbaglyps Thag rebuffed me

even when I reminded them how Communism had hurt them,
not to mmxm mentlon the atrocitlies it had committed in
Hungarg against our relatives and other people.

This id not convince them,"

C. Quoting the respondent, "The church should be independ~
ent from state,bacause the state should not force the
chuzch to do various things, one axample, to hold celebrat~
ions for members of tha %nvarnmﬂnt. Of courss, from

the viewpoint of the state, it is advantageous to have
control of the churches, because the priests can influance
the peopls very much,®

"I would send my child only to a xeligious school, evenif
it costs me more, Emf I feel safer, if my child is under
the control of a religious institutlion.”
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"Tha churches by all means should set moral codes
régarding books, movies, and such, It 1s in thesa
fiaslds that the Communists want control, for thE{
know how they can influence people and thelr children
through these things. I myself remember for weeks

& good book oxr movie,"

#Churches should not be involvaed in politics,but the
priests should teach the church members the principles
of good Jjudgmenti so they =uam can themselves chooss
high-minded politics and politicians.” sald respondent,

Do "I nover discussed religion wlth my Jewish frisnds,”
gi said tha respondent, "“Somenow, they were always

ahy and reserved mhmx about their religion, Therefore,
I do not know how they felt about Communism, and how

it affected them, and their religion.®

"It was natural that in 1945 the Jewish people sympath=

izad with the Communists, who liberated them from the

Nazls, and gave them back their human dignity and pos=

itions. Howevex, I feel they did not take very serious-

ly Communism and its ideelogy, except for a faw vary

igea}igti:‘Cﬂmmunists. I Ead & faw friends among such
ealists.’

"There was no anti-Semitism during the Reveolution, After
this peried I took part in a discussion with five Jewish
people, and had an argument about this matter. Four of
the five stated that there had been no anti-Semitism
during the Revolution, and one said thexre had been.”

"The Jewish people I knew, " sald respondent, " were
almost without exceptlon on the side of the Revolution,
and they were as enthusiastic as we yere for a possible
viciory, I never heard from any ofmy Jewish friands
that they would bs afraid of an indapendent Hungary,"
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VIII. THE HUGARIAN YOUTH

A. Under thls subject, I understand" sald rsspondent, "
that youth includes people fram 14 to 24 years of age,.

B. Respondent said,"™ Youth had the chief role in the Hev-
olution, ?nuni paople are usually xeX% rebelliocus. Ih
1848 it was also youthis that revolied. A doctor who caraed
for the wounded in @ hospital during the Revolutlion sald
that the Revolution was creatad by those under 25 and thos
from 6% years old and over. I mysalf did not know what
the middls aged people did, Young people had been

gagl- spoilad by Communism, However, 1f we want to be just,
we must say that all age groups took part in the Hevol-
ution, regardless of class oxr oxrigin,

As regards thes older people who did not take part in the
Revolution, respondent said that some of these thought
the revolt had baen started by unrcliable elements, but
others of this group were enthuslastic about the youth, a
and sald 4f one thinks too much, the great affsirs nsnally
fail to take place,
Could th2s be possible, that this had happened to Amexrica,
phasasdt failed to help us? (THar SHE THOUGH T Teo MUEH)
END A

WHEN SRE

According to what I knowik, all the reactionary elements o
wera active in the Rewvolutiosm, even those officers from th
old Horthy regims, as Maleter and Bela Kiraly

wers blased more toward Communism than to the old ways,
according to public opinion. Nevertheless, we heard about
soma troops in Austria who wanted to come inte Hungary to
fight on the side of ths Revolution, despiis the fact they
were reactionary groups. There was no trace of sadism -
during the ﬂawqutian, other than what | Te &P ALKEA oY ABovT Twa
t44- members of the 1tHE RUVSSIAN A —_NY '

C. Hegarding education, respondent stated: “Communism con-
iy¥aie trolled the different ocecupations and job openings,
In line with this, they assigned students to verious
branches of learning or subjects, For instance, if some @
ons wished to becoms & doctor, but that field was filled,
then the applicant would be assigned to engineering Ixsigal
instead, About-one feRreE NT ¢F THE SeuTH
could follow Hmé own cholce. This was the situationjin both
the industxrial xxmh schools and the universities, A
person who was not acceptsd at the universitias could %%%
still go te the indusirial schools, but any one whe had 2
C grade was not acceptad at any hlgher school, He could
become only an unskilied laborer.
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continued respondent,”
wgducation in Hungary had high standards,"To enter high
school was vasy difficult, but thers were many fine stud-
ents coming out of high school, but the¥ could not con-
tinue thelr studies because of the limited capacity of
the universities., The gquality of teaching at the univ=
arsities wes high and strict, For instance, if a law stud-
dent missed class twlece during each semester, he was dis-
missed from the schooly,®

#The Communish controllsd educational system had a very

ds difficult polnt, and this was £ the Worker

Kadexu, In connaction with history and literatura,-

the party realized that if they used the old teachers

thayccrzex they couldn®t help being influenced by their studies
in the days of the old sraten.

For instance, my husband was a teacher of Hungarlian lit-

erature for z while, When he had his second or third class

an inspector visited his cless. My husband talked on that

day about Attils Jozsef, who was the fawr leading poet

of the Commwnists., Afterward, wmy husband was immediately
transfarred from this position and beswauxx becamg a pro

fessor of mathematics in a high school, But even thaze,

he Wwss advised that he had to 53 select his examples from
politics, for example, if he said that this and this was

so and so large, he had to add “Aiils and this baxizijix

builcing of Moscow" = this was a political exampla, But
returning to literature, the Communists realized that the

old teachers would never be able to teach history end

literature according ito Communist principles, Thereiore,

they would take absolutely uncultered workers, who had no
kikkiz knowlsdge of literature and history, and would

train them spsasdingxfuxikzxpaziyxiimz to teach these two
subjects according to the party line, They selected some
persons from among the workers and peasants, and placed

them in a sort of brief high school training, where they

had to take cpecialized courses after thelr studies,

but they did net go to any unilversity. This speaded up e A
education didn¥t take more than oane and a half or two '
years, and thase poor people had Little more than they

could get in publlic school. In the academies, however,

they were taught by universitiy professors, who were in=
gtructed to be patient with these worker Kaders., <Some

of the profassors, for instance Vilagi, were couragaous

and did not #1low theses worker Kaders to pass the examin-

ations without a very good knowledge of the mmyj subjectis,

but other professors were not so ¥xx brave , and lot the
studants pass the examisatl yith less knowladge., Nate

urally, when theseViipfés?; > started to teach at
tive schools, the students being taught usually laughed zt
them, becaus. the students knaw more about the subject
than the teacher, Thase new types of teachers had & haxd
time of it, —-ealizing the difference between thelr know-
ladgsz, and that of tha older, moxs experisncad teschers,
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However, the nesw teachers wanted Lo be &s good as the
older teachers, and thls led to complicated problems,
The new teachers fslt themselves to be sert of ocutcasts,
--0l the other hand, the Communist system created some~
thing verxy geod, the new trade schools, which had a

huiz better level of quality than before, The system
hers was strict, and kxim workers gradusting from these
new schools obtained batteﬁﬂenbs at higher salaries than

HePeEFS USRSV Visiting a fam factﬂryidwe
us

"rilE oLD SFisEe heard about one of these graduates, The manager to

WorkkE RS-

e

LYeH BREp TA A DE
sl s

laveloping the

who were not
paid

how much better thesa new young workers were than what he
had before, and dmsm described them as "litile engineers"/

"These trade schools usually had beautiful hemsge{cdormit-
origs for thelr students ==-confiscatad palaces of the
old aristocracry =+« whichhad begn sltered feor their new
purpose, They were clean, alagantlg furnished, and members
of the faculty were in chaxrge of the general advancement
of the students as TvTe R S5. =

The students in these fine places had all kinds of enter=
tainment of & high type, For example, ihemer &Y=~ I &
gsliod-ne»b% was a member of the ¥ lgrigyes Karinthy
Writers Circle, am@¥asked if we could furnish them with
poems and littiﬂ plays for their theatre, We kept in touch
with them, and provided them with much materisl, The
homes of the girls, and of the boys, exchanged progcrams
with each other, Bespite a complicated procsdure, the in
programs.sscanscdszalopinpg iexypegzeafhe party watched

the proceedings closely so as to have the official party
lins followed, Bafore a cultural pregram or presentation
could be given or played _before tﬁ: public, the school

had to prasent it bedemeithe Distriot Council of the Min-
Inistry of Culture, Experts repcésenting the Council
then decided whether the mauz program should be performed,
I was sent out, 45 a4 program supervisor,
from the Writers Circle, to the District Council, As a
preliminary step, & party representative instructec me how
tc judge the progrem according to the official party line. But

adikilx this was not sufficlent assurance, In addition to the
—aDbpvE, THare ware some Leuncil memberswho alse had the

duty to see that we were properly Instructed for the above
purpose of following the party line I knew one of these
Council members very well, whuliik the others was a con-
vinced Communist,

Q?EEH:;Hxﬁlxnmtixﬂluh

'Mese Council Members wer. all Comnunizty Party
meabsrs, and in ay opinion, they were sll convinced Communists
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A_ respondent continued talking about the indoctrination
of the ¥¢ung people under Communism, in Hungary, shs

sald " The Communist Youth Organizations did tEnd S5B)

a lot of good for the young people as well as for the
trade schools. For example, at DISZ, girls and boys wmxn
knihpxguikared/inkaxthe libaries and sports clubs.
axuvoidud could use

Communism was much better iIn its Internal workings, than
what many people outside of it realized. When I saw 16
year old girls, under Communism, pxk ﬁlaging tennis or
dancing, 1 couldn't help thinking of howt In my time girls
of that age worked and didn't have thesea advantages, I
could not help thinking of how beautiful it was to be a
youngster under Communism, When I was young, my social
position was somewhere between the middle :iaas and the
peasants, and,l had no opportunity to have recreation.

ke & milliner s apprentice 15 years before, ¥ had no other
recreatlon than to go o dancesdpdrmemimsclesgansP arTh A Youne
and she was very proud if a young man of the higher classe

V" gewive mecaanitook her out, and very often left herVektheasghild, In

Communist socliety, the 16 yéar old girls are taught to
swim, t0 play ping pong, tennis,bagketball, skiing=-in
short, all the activities which were once the recreation
of the privileged classes only, The Communist party
gruvidas the equipment for these rather expensive sports.

Lt was so good to see the girls going up to the mountains
of Buda on Sundays, in their simple training dresses, side
by side wiith some elogettswolca FRSH/CAABLE LADNS /185
I became especially impressed with the ballet corps, When
1 was young, how I had longed to learn to dance? For
all these sports and pleasures, the young people are not
obli ataﬁ to the party--they do not have to render any
service,

Lise ujﬂy
"As for myseli, when I joined the Writers @&we*e/ or other
groups, no ona every asked me if I was a party membar or
not.," continued respondent,®

RN /
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X, MAJOR OISSATISFACTIONS AS FELT 1IN EVERY DAY LIFE,
gnd also that
A. "The main dissatisfaction in Communist Aungary" said
respondent " was the poverty,/We wars not allowed to say
that we were poor and hungzy., Tha storem managers, if
some procuct was not available, had <o say that it would
oe hers tomomyow, EZnxikzxmegatiss although he knew very
well that he wouldn’t have it fo- menths, People had
farggttan that there could we be such a thing as a good
living standard or batter living ., There was a joke
about this in Budapest, in conmection with Zoltan Kedaly,
great Mungarian composer, One day he was walking alo
the street, and crossed against the red traffic light,
The policemar stopped him, and aczked him to pay a fine
of ten forinis. Kodaly did not have the mon2y with him,
The policeman Eatiantly asked him how much hls salary
was, since he had but little monay with him. The
composer, whoe was a shy man, with some embarissment sald
that he had 30,000 fﬂrznts er month., The paliceman be-
came angry, and shouted at him, °0.K., ald fool, keep
going,*® *
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X, THE ECONOMIC LIFE

A. Regarding the standard of living, respondent stated:
"Our family situatlon was very bad, My husband made

1200 to 1500 forints between 1954 and 1956. During this
time I was pregnant, and we lived in & servanti's room,

We were not able to leave this, because another apartment
would have cost 30,000 forints, If I worked, I made very
little money, which any way came in 1rragula:ly. We ate
up our s&lary, and we did not buy any zsxzaxclothing."

"For me, continued respondent, "an apartment was the
Eakst greatest luxury, but ln general & car was every-
dy's dream, I had only a bi¢ycle,and even that was

stolen, but I could have obtained a license for a car,

which was very rare, Onhly doctors,maxEnyinex engineers,
actors, artistis in general, sportamen ( athletea?] and

Stachanoviets could get a iicensu. The Stachanovists

obtained confliscated cars from the government. The

party officials, company directors, end highsr party

membars used uflicial cérs, and they were strictly check- I

ed up on this, According to public opinion, & car was

pusyadvanitage--for example, a man with a car could
a grea pick up almost any woman,"

"For me, housing was the greatest problam" continued
respondent,”

"The standerd of living for us became much worse aftexr
we left Rumania, " continued respondent, ™and came to
Hungary. At Szatmarnemeti, we had a three room aparxt-
ment in a besutiful house, 1 &lso could efford clothing,
gomething which I missed in Hungary, Between 1948 and
1956, our highest prosperxity was in 1949 and our lowest
in 1955=1656,"

"Paople who were better off" continued the :aapnndant

" ware the highm officials, not the small ﬁ:

members, not even the party secvetaries, Thay haﬁ the
Sais difficulties as we did, Artists were usually

better off than the rest of the ?enpla. We had a friend

who was a!:{iﬂiiﬂlgin the People's Army. His salary was
around violini 3000 forlnts, He paid 40 forints
for his gpartifent, which belongad to the People's Amy.

The house had belonged formerly to an ariﬁtucrﬂt and
the apertment was beautiful, He made another 6& Fors-

ints by playing at nlght in different "astau*anta‘ This ;

was not allowad, but he managed to get axke arcund the

rules, e a g0 played on the radio, and elaswhere,

%ltngdther ¢ always made at least 7000 forints a month,

1hev v.ip inﬁ and wife®k) boarded atthe ofilcer's club § LOoWPRY
for 59 foxrints, They gk get » vary good dinnar, ’ﬁ,‘h? For T ¢

place was extremely clecant, and ths drinks costfseiow ruru!,q.,.-_}h;s
'l" .r i T T _":
Thezs gs anywhore in wowny but only for members, %%’ had
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tp to show membership cards on entering, The violinist
and his wife were of course much better clothed than we
were, and they could afford more pleasures, "

"The very low living standard" continued respondent, "of
the Hungarians during tha last few years was dus to the
government;s policies, Salaries went down continously and
prices went up, because the goverhmsnt took so much for
what it called '"investments!', I worked for the Ministry
of Culture, as I said before, and I could see thers, for
example, that lack of money prevented them from sat{lng
up the libraries they had planned for, for thsy could not
affordto buy books. The Communist partx explained that
construction work for thes subway and other projacts had
used up available funds, However, we could s=es that the
economic policy of the gawmxhar government was impossible
That the government was in reel trouble could be saen in
minor thinga; for instance, at the beginning , the party
had a free poddveywowaddesc? ballet school for the
chlldren, Later on, a charge was made for this school,
and for other enterprises as well, that had been frsa BerFeors .
Of course, the money went to Ruaﬁia, bacause in Hungary
there was not anywhere the luxuries which would have
accounted for the vast amount of money which had somchow
disappeared, sfter the government had collectaed it,"

B."In regard io our income" continued raspondent, "my
husband made from 1200 to 1500 forints., Deductions were
10 per cent for land loans, 3 per cent for union feas
and 4 per cent because he fiad no children, Later on,whsn
my son was born, thls 4 per ceint was no longer Ea » but
we did not xmwm recelve any family allowance. This mx
was payable only after the second child came, & FPRIVTE (F
would have given my husband an additional opportunity
to make more money, but it was given usually only to -
Communist teachers. Teidchers were not allowed to take
any part-time job, However, in the summer, my husband
went to tha country with a friend of his, and worked on
extracting stumps. It was hard, but he had good health,
I hmnxdxkhai/between 1951 and iﬂﬁd as a free lance writer
worked for the Writer's Associlation, and made zbout
400 forints per month, But this was not a regular income,
1 recaived for a 90 minute radio script, 2800 forints,
but for a small magazine article, only 180 -200 %x ferints
Many times, scripts and articles were requested from me
which mmm wore never {Riuppyes 2orerr by the
radio or the Writer's Assoclation,®

cfont
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My husband did not get any raise In his salary" continued
respondent, "there were no individual raises. only a coll-
ective one for all the teachexs at once,"

C."Concerning the retail situation in Hungary" said res
pondent, " 1 shopped in the Kozert state stores, or very
seldom, at the farmers'! market, but therﬂ only for veg-
etables, This was also a statﬁ"/ I liked the Kozert
stores because 1 found the fund to be good, and that I

was not chsated on prices: Everything there
was checked many times., I went to Maszek stores only if

I could not find what I wanted an!fharﬁ @lsa. Thase stores
werz usually three times as expensive as the Kozert ones,
and I alwaye found that the Maszek stores cheated me,

What the Maszak stores sold looksed good, but nobody knew
what was lnside,"

"4s ragards other kinds of stores, not for foods" sald
resgondent, "I always patronized the statex stores,even if
I had to walk flve blocks, I trusted them much mu:e than
othars,”

"I &m not well informed on the price differences between
the Kozert and the Meszek stores, for as I said 1 did

not shop much in the latter ones. But I do know that at
in the Maszel: fruit stand next door to us, the prices
were 30 hich they astounded me,"

"As regards clothing," said respondent, "the little that

I did buy was ahtalnad from uhE state stnzﬂs. 1 do not
know of any other stores having clothing I have no know
ledce of any big changes inrﬁﬁﬂiﬂﬁHTFlIlIEHiiﬂtillxltﬂﬂx
during the past years.ZL heard poople e complaining that
the factories did not have &nnugh rawkmaterials ,and that
parts were mlssing here and k ther I remember that once
I could not get slastic ribbons, and also I had some
fzdiffinnikingxu obtaining kitchen ware., 1 bought a pof
¥olikit difsfi but it had no cover, Also, my hus=-
band could not get shoe laces on one u:nasiunu_f:

fRegarding fnﬂd,“:ﬂntinumd respondent, " we usually had
to stand in line for meat, and very often for milk and
bregd, and sometimes rice and oranges ware missing, and
lemons I could obtain only f£mx/tickets.
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"I do not know #$&&a about any black market"” ssld res-
ndenEF "Il the people who got packeges from the
.5.A. ‘sold thelr cocoa, chocolate, and other things,

but not in any o{ggnized ways-only we heaxd about it,

and could go to the people who had theses things, In
the shops, 1t happensd occasionally, that the shop

. owner or manager put aside a lemon or some rice for

somebody wﬂutwa:h:n uégiguiiunga lwhe? the Bx borders
weze opened to public edading into Rumania -
and @zechoclovakia, ¥ a black market opened hﬁ?wsﬁ et i

countries, 8% I do not think that @V has been amelV/B.resnsiter ve

punished in these Xaxiyymaxx last few years.”

zEdXXREN
D, In regard to working conditions, respondent gave
the following information, "I was sent first to the
Writer's Association in 1651 mectiexixanirzrafonxxxx
by a lecturar of the Assoclation who/read one of my smwdeex
exiicginx, The Association made SOmaxyENn
severe criticisms of my writing, It ™Was said my stories
were petty, bolrgeois ones, and that romanticism was not
in fashion any mam more, b was gdvigsed to study the
lives of the technical school students, and try to write
about tham, At the same time, the Association sent me
to the Hadio where I wes instructed in the political
viewpoints I was expected to consider when mxkxwixxx
writing anything, end that the main emphssis must always
be on the poallitical angle. VB AT SRS AP A
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# governmant was concezne
not wanti to work
s, for instance,

Once |
with the problem of women
I was asked to\metmomienD ste

e heroine in my stor da7a woman who does not
want sork, and har husband also does not want her to
work, But by some chance she does get yems work, end
becomes anthusiastic sbout it. Then came the happy ending,
showing the woman refusing to lsdve her beloved job, 1
wrote such scripts for tha Radio."

when the gm
Hunga

“I rose late, usually, " continued respondent, ™ about
9 or 10 o'clock, and retired to bed lﬁtﬂE around 1 oxr

2 e'clock in the morning, I could write best at night,
In the moznling, I cleaned the apartment, ﬂfﬂdm
I —sptarted writing seplee®tigpega: 1 would continue almost

g§ll the waking hours for three dags, resenting interrupt-
ions even from my nusband attempting to make some con-
versation, Wwhan I finished writing, I went from one place
to another. and sold what I wrxota,

\ Svery matexinl what waes printed or 18 ed, wse supposasd to teavh the
youth or the public in general,
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""'ﬂm”r'z THeRA DI oR DTHER PLACES,
Usually I spent the whole day An Wcluﬂh@
chats with people I knew, If thers was s demand for

writing, I rushed home excited,and started to write.
If 5 were slow, I hung around town in & dejected
mood, Just as an example, one da{ I went to the [isge raid
Radic station, where some one yelled, '"Hello, how HRY 2
you? You can start working right away, because
are allowad aﬁain by the ggvernmeﬂ. All the-‘-"m&'iss 5
EANY C bagk, you can write aga about good,little
irls : chos and TGS JDH%R S, The trend is
avorable foxr youl' - On another day, everybody ls
gloomy, and one hears:s 'Oh, the government trouble,
The party blew up (got mad?) Evsrything is ted,?
- and we have te stay very strictly on the party line,

"Ths regular meeting place of the writers" continued
respondent, " wés the Hungaria coffee house, It was
g vary expensive place, visited only by the rich,
out for us young writers, this was our second home,
We could sit there for hours, with one black coffee.
Som= members of our ‘group cuuid be found there, at
any hour, during the_whole day, We did not mention
ulltins,‘npliﬂlnnnﬁﬁhrty memberd,. There was not any
Eigh level talk on literaturs or the Communist man
or the inner balance and its prerequisites, We apuie
about writing possibilitiesa and how to make money,
it was the buslness talk of writers, and of gossiping.
e called it“Szaglaszas" (sniffing).

“Here in this place a new kind of writing was born, This
was "collective writing! which was not in fashion befozre-
Communism was born, Some one wrote something, then had

it critized byk the group at the Hungaria, Then all
started to re-write it, Oitners came in, and finally,
there were ten writers working on the same piece, e

put down all suggestione, and later edited and compressed
1tes A radio script we wrote that wa¥ bacame a big hit.
Often, a man and a woman started towrite something, to-
gether; departing at the end of the day, each continued
wilth the story at home, The next day, both met, and com-
pared the two parts,zich raprﬂﬁentinﬁ the viewpoints of

a man and of a woman respectively. Then they condensed

the plece, edited it, and had a good story. ALl this
was the basis uf“:nliactiva writing? Older writers were
agalnst this, but the younger writers were for it."
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"iwhan I worked In the 5th district Council as program
supervisor, besides the job I did for the industrial
school checking the programs, I also was in chargs of
village propaganda. All my supervisors were Communists,
1 got along well with thsm. These peaple
had a 3ifficu1t job, dealing with the party line and=
political problems. They were always maimmzmiworrcying
just how far to Eﬂ or not to go, and nevar could do
their job well. Every three months, the present sat
of supervisors would give way to the next sat- never-
theless 1 got along withk them all most of the tims.

"In connaction with the above mentloned village prnﬁa-
ganda, our cuty was to distribute literaturs throughout
the area, We made up ag a program, which included a
politlical lecture, and then entertainment mik¥artists
(singers,actors®) , and poems, or short & plays, etc.
This ws was called "Falujaras) which meant a g visit to
the villages. Our conferences wers called Ankets, The
lecturerin our group was alwsys a strict Communist.Two of
FusnxSaame were Sarolta Lanyl, or Judith Marisssli, Both

of them were great Gnmmuniatsé however, during ths
Revalution neryyany the Revolutlionary side, The
peasants 1istenadfoinedf 4o the political lecturs pat-
iantly enough, for they knew that the entertainment
coming later usually was good. It was besutiful to

see how, often for the first time, the peasants and thelir
sons and dsughters heaxd about our great poetsjand the
cultural iRimgs thoughts and entertainment presented were
part of the program's purpose to bring toma all cultursal
matters, and first of all, Hungarian literature, "

"1y sup&riargin the district council " continued respond-

ent,"were not expert ln culture, Their role was to gilve

us political Instructlons., However, ln tha Workers' Ass-

ociation, and at the Radlo, all the superlors were profe-

esslonals, many of them on a very high level.," I loved my
work.

RExImens XX xxmek counsellor
"My ideal purpose would have been to become a saunmiiiexx
at the Szabad Nep, the official Communist paxrty organ.
This newspaper had a department , which was a sort of
soclal section, offering advics on Barsnnal problems of
all kinds of people aﬁkinirhelp. eople wrote , or Ea
care in, and described their troubles and 1njusticas and
complaints, I applied for the job, but was told that
only real old Eimwwp Communiksis were accepted,”
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Regarding health and compensation programs in Hungary,
raspondent sald: "I heard about the workers® vacation
plan, which was very good and an innovation for the
wapxkiom workers,who previously seldom had any wmEziiux
vacatlons, llow they could go to beautiful places for
small charges, and it was very easy to become eligible
for such vacaiians. However, I myself was never there,
bacause 1 was not on any payroll, My husband changed
his job every year, because of his political views,
tharefore we never got any vacations, for his job
either, Somebody had to do some s®xiEt soclal work for
such vacations, and my husband never wanted to do it.

E. When asked wheizhx whether she would like to live

in the country or the city, respondent saids "I love

the country, but I prefer Budapest, kmst because aver{-
thing is sent to Budapest, even bread, and in genera

the 1living sxikz standard is higher there. From the
political point of view, it is also better thers. Ve can
omeld get more thorough information tharﬁffits sSources,
and judge accordingly." aie

Concerning collectivization, respondent stated: "I |
was very glad about the farmers' cooperatives, becsause
this assuraed for us the cheap produce and provisions

in Budapest., Ctherwise,we would have been at tha mercy
of the peasants as it was in 1945 and 1946, and we
couldn't have been able to paI the Ry high prices, But
this prganization and ratipnalization of the farmers

ut them into worse circumstances than before, '

he peasants were forced into the farmers! cogperatives,
and thai nad to stay in them, The government enacted
regulations to the effect that if any farmer did leave
his property in the malimek® cooperative stayed with /
the organlzation, not with him,"

In general, the atmosphere was g bad, because of the
differenti types of people in these cooperatives, Tha
members always ﬁritizad each other, and finally nobod

did anything, Thay pushed the work from one to the other,
If some one was'in charge of the cows, the woman milkeds
the cows in the morning, and then ¥msfm loafed the whole
day. Then the supervisor came, and told her to peel the

el potatoes, whereupon she Eﬂiﬁ loftily, 'No. sir, I am

iE charge of the cowsf2, I am m2Z not going to do anything
g EEI il
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"At the beginning, in the course of the villags propa-
ganda work, our %rnzg had to praise the farmers'! coop~
eratives, In 1951, the peasant writers had to deal
with this problem, Sandor Nagy wrote them first novel !
about the farmers?® ﬂaagzrativea, and he got the Stalin

rize for it. The other writers were urged to follow .
ﬂis example., All the libraries had to popularize those :
booksjand the subject of tha political lectures in our H
Ankets was the advantages of the farmers! cooperatlives, ;

Dis 1l WS oW THE LooPE AATIVEL |
"My first mﬂﬁfﬁzn with Wege-fisppened when owe "
day I entared the house of a peasant, guided in by him,
His wife cams to graset me, and then I saw that the
peasant looked at his wife in such a w¥ way that I
Epk could sec he didn®t want her to speak mued g8 /v FRonT oF NE.
Iwas hurt, and couldn't understand at all why thai were
®: afraid of me , who was also axpEaa peasant girl
and loved those psopla., From then on, I watched the

yaasants mors caxefully. We went out to visit the
armera! cooperatives more often.”
"Once,

fKGwetiy/whan we arrived at a village" continued res-
pondant, "the leaders there made saveral speeches in
our honor, After the main speaksr finished it, and

left the platform, I saw him with other peasants,having
a good laugh, 1 sensed that they wers laughing on now
how well they were cheating or evading us,(the rep~
resentatives of the government) talking about all

the political slogans, but in theirlminds having some-
thing entirely different."

"I went to one of my colleagues, and told him about
this" continued the respondent, After our program

was finishad, he sakhogwnxukX sat down at a table

wlth the peasants, and started to talk tobthemyxThe
fxfmalxatoninuyxnhnexIxenniianndxufaxuy them, He

was a very lovable man., He talked to the lzader of

the pmaaz oeasants, and told him frankly to present

his problems. Eventuslly,after some hesitations, the
peasants poured out thair troubles and complaints, This
conversation openad my eyes, that in reality things
were much dlfferent than I had thought, We repesated
these frank tslks with peasant leaders, from time to
time, The peasants bacame more and more desperate

and tinally, around 1952 they complalned and said they
had nothing more to lose. The writers, seeing the dissat-
istection of the peasants, asked themselves, why doesn't
the government write about these things? Really, why
don't we try to siralghten out these troubles?"
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W Z
“I’ﬂascussﬂd these problems with the paty's leadership
:ﬂ-i continued the respondent, "who first denied ewvery-

ing that we writers had sald, and added that the
easants thought different than we did, The leade:s

d been to the farms and had not found any of these
troubles, But the writers argued that the peasants would
not talk frankly in front of high party leaders, but had
peen frank with us because we wers alsc from peasant
and country stock, The discussion of this problem want
on for months,"

"At the annual convention of the Writers! Assoclation®

the respondent went on, " this problem was discussed for
days, whether the Farmers' @ammunxiutiy Cooperatives should
be dissolved or not. The politicians said that the writers
should go to the country and teach the peasants to work
together as well as they didon their own lands, and thend
the Farmers' Cooperatives would become a success. The
discussion went on, but the problem was not solved.”

#Concerning the agricultural system in a free Hungary,
respondent said: "Something sound needs to be done for
the peasants, although I have never thought what it mha
should be.,”
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X1, THE FOLITICAL LIFE

A, Regarding politics, respondent said:; "I was never
intercstdd in politics, and am mt not now,"

I first hearxd about the Communist y from my grand-
arents, who mentioned itz always with a sort of horrox,
E heaxd only bad storiss zbout the Communists in 1919,
as wall. I heard my husband talkinihahuut politics cccas-
ionally. He studied during ths Horthy regime, which I did
not like, He studied that €@ oL D philusnphz; which didn®*
want to change anything, nor to accept anything that was
new. In my oplinion, he was a real reactionary. When he
talked sbout the pesople of the former regime and praised
them, I was not sure at all that these people wera as as
ﬁnud as it sounded. Perhaps 1t was just the contrary, I
ad no chance to prove the accuracy of what he told me.

UWhen L first went to the w Writvrs'! Assoclation, I was
excited about I saw and heard there, but when I went home
my husband scolded andxi=ximiam derided those people, and
I felt he did it because he was envious of them. I Ffelt
he was defiaitely unjust. I didn't realize, however,that
I was among Communists in the Writers' Assoclation and
that if my work was read byxxm and broadcast over the
radio, then Communist actors read it swexxihuxxasiisy

and it would be broadcast over the Communist radio. 1
Just didn't think of all these factors at thatxiie time.
L didn't have any conflict, either, betwesn my religion
and my work, I saw Communists going to church, and I
didn't know that somebody had to be an B AT4#= /T

in order to be a Communist. I visualized ths future Comm-
unist man as somebody who will be free to wnrshif his own
God, The Communists didn't want to keep the people away
from God, but only from the priests, I could understand
this to soms extent, I did not like, for instance, the
formalitles and {fp os/=aTATevs LISFLAY in the Catholic
rallaion, The Protestant religion had some of these ¥ form
alitlies,and was perhaps more heartfelt, but still I falt

that the Communists were against the ugg-uashﬁng
SvPERLITIoN of 44w priests in all religions, and they
wantedk the enlightened man to come who would believe in

8 superlor existence, I thought whenever 1 prayed that
it couldn't be like God if one Eeraun disdained the other,
who can' not help being born as he was., For this, nobody
can curse you, I thought that the future BuMmuniEt would
be abova all these problems, would be smaf perfect without
prejudices,”
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B. Regarding the Communist Party, respondent zk said;
"Among the party members, there wera devoited and con=
vinced Communists, who wanted to realize ideal Suc~

Talism, They were excellent persons. I saw in them

the tendency toward perfection., I dan{, for example,
that Rakosi was the mwam cause of all those things
that people lay to his door. All this was exagger=
ation, There were many excellent and talentad people
in the party, I knew a young man who didn't escape
wlth his father, who was a former factozy ownexr, and
left Hungarys with quite 2 lot of money. The son
remeined in Hungarybto help build Communism, One of
the directors in n;xhnnh:uﬂi:x:mhnui;uhurﬂxﬁxxilught;
the school where my husband taught, was also a con-
vinced Communist, a real idealist. fla would not be
deceitful, even with his wife in the as case of & pretty
oung giri In the class where he taught, kuxxfxz for hs
d salf-control, This directo® wanted to és develop
hls students into the Communist Man, but ha was ahead
of his time. He was surrounded aitﬁar with Worker
Kaders, who didn't understand, or with the older teachers
whe were very passive,

"There were of courss othar cases.AknsmxAnathax director
in another school also trled to au be anw ideal Communist.
He was too handsomefor that, and finally succumbed to

the sexual life. The ideal Communists knew as well as
L did that the biggest part of the Communist party was
made up of opportunists and, very often, diriy peonle,

But this stimulated us even more, to have our own ideas,

"When the Communists killed each other, it was tezrible

for me," continued respondent, " howevar, 1 remembsred thal
King St, Stephen, who was rﬂailr a saint,fql.owed paople

to ba killed, I fe2€ that if I were in power
right now,VI @ould shoot some one in my angéer. People
usually don't kill each othar, becsuse they are afraid

of the 15 years in prison penaliy for the murder, When

the Communists wiped out each other, I always thought it
was God's punishment bacause they wanted power, and they
were not convinced at all that the members of the govern~
maent who were in xuwk power weére real Communists, t

to exterminate those sadists, would simply mezan a new sat
of sadists diimg doing it, I favored martyzdom much moxe
than sadism, The real Communists were alwavs those who had
been tortursd by the Communists, like Bajcsl-Zsilinszky ox
Laszlo RajJk., For a long time, I thought that Kadar also was
was a mariyr, but today I do not know what to think, as I .
told you before. The bad Communist was also ¢ had human @ = W6,
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"A great number of party members s the party for
bread, for jobs, However,when I heard Kadar sa¥ing,
onthe 26th of October, that it didn't matter i
people leave the party, because the garbage falls
out, I myself had in mind to join the party, but h
my husband wouldn't let me, I thought that those

stayed in the party at this time were real
idealists, when it wasn't fashionable any more to
belong to the party.-and this mede me enthusiastic,

“There wamxwxrm were many people who were party members
and convinced Communists and later on besame frustrated
mostly BEexa because of the lies . I also lost my faltk=
in Communism because of those lias, because the reality
of Communism was different than what was spoken for it,
These people left the party because they felt that,
since they could no longer believe in it, they would be
dismlissed by it anyway, I knew onl ahng&,ﬂuc imadkexxx
individual cases, I did not know about £8ctions."

"Regarding the party leaders" continued respondent, "I
do not know an thinﬁ in detail, nor of the paxrty lifa.
All these problems have been discussed conf dentially
among pariy members."

"If Hungary could be liberated," said respondent, " I
would have no mercy toward those party leaders who were
traitors,and helped the Hussians to stay in Hungary.

1 was against force all my life. However, after the
Aevolution, I could have gone against some people with
my barehands,"

C. "I do not know much about sabotage during the Communist
regime, " sald respondent, "I heard of some o& cases, A
friend of my husband, who was a party secretary, and a
frustrated Communist, 8 said that he skat stayed within
the Karty becauss he' wanted to hxakak drive out all the
bolsheviks from the party. His aim was to build up a party
of Socialists, good people, He said h: was a national
Communist."”

tingaxdn Regarding the activitiess of the intellectualsk,
respondent said: "At the time when the Petofi Circle was
eskagxeskagi established, I already had my baby, and I wey
with him most of the time, But I heard that thers was a
group of lecturers, a sort of culturasl center, where

% people gathered who were interssted in literature and
art. Somebody sald I should go there, and I went one after
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noon, and listened to a lecture on art. It was on a |

high cultural level, but I had ke=z heard a similar one

in theIWritars' Assoclation before, in fact, many times.
. I wasn't especially impressed at that time."

Psople generally thought that it was a mmixmexwa writer's
group, but it was not. Peaple went there for cultural en=
jJoyment and inspiration, The meztings were always crowded,

The urianizers and heads of the Petofi Circle were mostly
Communists. However, the atmosphere was!!'right wing}! which
might be defined as the opposition to the government, Panpﬁm
gsaid ik the €irie Circle was a sort of paradise for those
who were tired of the deviations of Communism. All the lead
ers of the Ministry of Culture visited the Circle. The
ganeral opinion me was that it was a necessity, which in

: previous years would have not been allowed,"
"Before the 20th Farty Congress, the Communist Party did
- not give the intellectuals a chance to speak(PSews the Vonviy

workers, But after that Congress, the intellectuals were
more free to spesk outy and criticize if need be. Before,
only teschers, speaking to their students, had been able
to do this, but it was extremely dangerous., Aside from
these, the worker was the only one who could critize,
usually in the seminars or in production meetings. In

the Wxffexsnt various cultural centersfyParraghy and Bold-
izsarg lectures were given, but no one made any remarks.
-axcept once in & while, some workersk who said, of course
stupid things, which usually did not have anything to do
with the subject."

"This situation waw was changed by the Patofi Circle" con-

tinued respondent. "The real strength of this group was

that it was the first forum under Communlsm where intell= ]
. ectuals could express thelr opinions, This is why more 1
ancd more people attended, The discussion after the lect=-
ures was usually much more interesting than the speeches, |
This led gradually to such occasions as the faxie Deri-
Tardos meetings, which were held at the Petofi Circle.
I was not fortunate enough to be there, but I read a com-
mentaxy on the speeches and personallities,"

"This whole process, which culminated finally in the
Petofi Circle, " said respondent, " was started originally
in the Writers' Assoclation, which was the seed of the
intellectual fermentation ln Hungary."
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"The discontent of intellectuals dewvsloped first amnnﬁ
the writers" continued respondent, "who felt a sympathy
with the people &s agalnst the regime."

"I was a member of the Young Writers' Cooperative™ said
respondent, "from 1951 on. This was 3 group whichikinclud=-
ed all the new writers. Later on, this cooperative was
dissolved by the party, because,according to Communist
principles, the writer is judged by what he writes, rath-
er than how leng and how much he writesJWEYdidn't want to
give the impression that the Writers' Assotiation was an
aristocracy of old writers, along with another group of
néw ones, Most of the cooperative were young people
and 80 per cent of the whole were Communists."

"At the Writers' Association, the Communist members did
not discriminates against those of us who were not Comm=
unists, " remarked respondent,"but the more secret matt-
gre were dizguse discussed at Communist party mmsm meet
ings at which we were not allowed to be present, But
after the meeting, the Communist members discussed with
us the party instructions concerning our writings,"
We had excellent pmmpia/jat the Writers® Association, and
thess people eader guided the younger members.
Peter Veres was considered the most/zwene writer, and
Paul Szabo was the leader of the yuun? mm members, He
IAAAAXAAXLNXXKX XL Rovescioayed=tes helpdus if we had any :
uﬂmdﬁ?i |

problems.®

"Some writers who wers not members came to the Association
meetings, " said respondent, "for instance, Jozsef Erdei.
He had been in prison for eight years, hence could not
BexadmkizedxiaxthaxhssoiatinrxugniingaexNanEEs s KREXNEEX
Brazucoaiiyzthezcecierzoizdissnsszibocezdiscussing be ad-
mitted to the Association as a member. However, ha was
usually the central figure in many of our discussions,
Some of us said that since he was such a good writer, he
should be admitted, and that it did not matter that he had
ﬂgan 1"tpfiﬁﬂn' Others said it was not possible because of
s past.

The writers in the Associztion,"said respondent, "more and
more kept saying that if MWumgamxy Hungary belongs to the
people, then the opinions of the people should be given
more consideration, I told my husband about this form of
resistance, but he replied that it =mzzxx was very easy for
the writers to agikm protest, buwxa bscause they were not ,,
employees, henc & would not be dismissed from their jobs
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Continued paregraph - "..Maybe this was a factor, but
anywalﬁ the writers became more and more daring, Under
the ministerial presidency of Imxs Nagy, a young Comm-
unist writer, Istvan Orsi, who was then only 22, wrote
a poem about a factory worker who is mums punished for
stealing a spoon, but meanwhile the government continues
to take the FﬂﬂPiEIE money, to spend on construction pro
which somehow are never finished,and so on and so forth.
This poem had a sensational success.max It was shown to
ZorThN VASES for approval., He stated that it
was impossible to have it published, However, the writers
demanded that the poem ba shown to Imre Nagy(for the
final decislon ) . We found out that the poem laid on
his desk for months, which gave us hope that the poem
finally would be approved, However, Imre Nagy did not
dare to do so.

"The writers then wrote about h what was in the minds and

hearts of the public, and gave examples from all fields;

what workers said in the factories; what peasants said

in the cuuntrz; The writers were the advocates, the att-

orneys, for the people, I would not say that they were
f the Revolution, First, the Revolution

did not have leaders., It was a real peopls.s spontancos

onessowas movement , NUGOBIGRIBOUGHIPOIRGUPX RS Second,

the writers never thought of starting a Revolution, They
were the forerunners, the harbingers of a
transformation., Every one thought that this would happen
anytime. They discussed this mxa evolutlionary process,
in the gatherings of the Writers Assoclation. Those
peoplew who leaned toward National Communism stressed
the necessity of first :hanging the leadership and that
Imre Nagy should take over the government, Through

such gradual changes, it was hoped that the goal of a
nation of ideal Communism could be reached. "

"In Hungary we considered ourselves te be ahead of the
Soviet Union by at least one step, and also ahead of
all the other satellite countries, including Yugeslavia.
We ihamg thought that all the natlions would make some
concessions or changes, % and thet finally Russia would
follow on the path we ware blazing. We felt we were
the first to start that process n% reformation and pro-
?::ess. which would eventually influence the Communist
eaders who had succeedad Stalin; we believed we could
become the leaders of this new zhamge transformation,
We didn't want to liberate only ourselves, but rather
freedom for all countrles under Russian subjugation,
but we believed that we were the originators of this
movement, and had time rather than power on our side,
We felt the forces in the other countries (satellitesf)
were more compromisers than we ware, We feli braver
and more independent than we thought Xhy they were,
more individualistic, but we were not trying to get

into positions of power-only to se2 ous goal reached!"®
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"All this was the subject of general clscussions in the
Writers' Association" continued respondent, In one @
these meetings, an old convinced gZGimunis
stood up and said he would not be present atsucha
desecration of the party, and left us.”

"After lively, inspiring meetings such as ours" remarked
res ent, "EmX I felt unhappy and frusirated when, on-
@ visit to Rumania in August, 1956, I found the people
there apparently not interested in freedom as we were,

gnd even my family leaned toward Communism than to free-
om.

“The liberal discussions in the Writers Association,"con-
tinued respondent, " then became the type of mee s hald
by the Petofli Circle, For axaﬁﬁle, one discussion re
was on the question, why did the Russians take our uran-
dum? The Russians could help us develop these mines and
production, but they shoud sapadd not take the output all
for themselves. We should put the uranium on the free
market, We could ke get more for it from the West. Who-
ever was the highast hidder, would get it., Our borders
should be free Xx for our trading,

"In the course of our discussions in the Writers Assoc-
iation," continued respondent, " we never mentioned
America, We always used the term, the West, but it meant
chiefly, the United States, I myself never felt an spec~
iglak atiraction for Ammx America. Gﬂnarﬁlll ufﬂak ’
America was not & subject of discussion in 1991 -195
in our Assoclation, On those occasions when that country
was mentloned, the general remarks pme were that it was
a land of exploitation, the weaker were oppressed hI the
stronger, everyone has to keep puﬁhini{strlv s toiling,)
and there is more drudgery and competing than Russia.
The successful results of technical proaress were admitt~
ed, but it was sald that people of the worst kind became
rich from the sweat of utﬂar people's toil. The Communist
makers of policy told us to read Jack London's novels.
We Listened to these attacks on America, and felt no desir
to go to America, no matter how much it might be the land
of opportunity., We felt that the fortunes made in that
country could not be really earned wk with the efforts of
one’s head or hands, hence the money was not honestly made,
In Hungaxy, @ party chief received £0,000 forints:rThis v Yzhe
s was not so much different than our own spest writer's in
come, and we compared this with millionaires with such
luxuries as private planes that were usad only once & year
or so, or with boastsjef their own."

yachtg
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e saw that the top leaders in our country had no
such luxurious life, as those in America, not avven
the former aristocrats here, This built up in us a
sort of resentment against the miiiiish millionaires.
As a whole, the writers did not like America. We
were much more occupled with our own problems, which
we thought we could take care of by ourselves through
evolution,”
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All. THE APPARATUS OF POWER

A. Regarding the AVH members, respondent said: "I did
not know much about this group and had not met their
members. I considered the whole political police as

a sadistic group, a deformity of the regime. £ At

the Karinthy GCircle, #sef#|a former AVH man, now on
pension, I have not talked to him since. The AVH men
were a different sort of people-- sadists =-with their
own restricted circles.”

"As regardsm my family" continued respondent, " they were
never seized by the &Ma AVH{

"If Hungary is liberated" said rﬂaﬁnndunt, "the AVH
should be abolished, its members should be tried, and
put in Rrisnn, or at lesst removed from public life.
1 say thlis even though I know that some of ths AVH
may be absolutely innocent. I make ths this statement
on the basis of mz perseonal experience, In 1955, I
applied for a worker's job at the prison in Marko
Street,mxismmg because I wanted to meet some of the
grisunars, in connection with something I was writing,
here was an advertisement in the newspapers for such
woxk, so I went to the given address. A guard at the
entrance of the prison, guided me into the building,
through three huge doors, two of which wera metal.
Behind the thixrd door, theguard turned me over to an
AVH man- I could tell this from his uniform. There
were some other psople there, and I was told to wait.
Finally, an AVH captain came in. I gave him my name and
in identification information. He asked me why I Eamim
wanted to work here, I talked to him, saying frankly
what my purposenwas., He seemed quite interssted., How-
ever, he told me that £ if I got the job, Imwould have
to stay there for years, to prove I was absolutely
reliable, before imw I would be allowed to talk to thse
prisoners,othexr than in- the course of my work. How-
ever, 1 thnught that even just to be in the general
atmosphere of the prison would help me in this writing
I was doing, so 1 insisted that I would still like to
have the job,"

"The AVH man told me that first, I would be a watchman
at the door" continued raag:ndantn I would have a big
gun rifle, which weighed sbout ten pounds. Seeing that
I was still persistent, he finally offered me a job
in the office, But I told him I was not interested in
any wexk there except that of warder. He then told me
ob  that if I was accepted, I would he an amplugaa
of the Ministry of the Interior, and as such I could be
transferred to many & different jobs, sometimes every
week to a new assignment, and that some day I might
find myself at ths political police building as a guard.
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I promised ® the AVH captsin that I would send in my
papers" continued respondent, "and than I § bade him
good=by. Of course, I did not return or follow up

this job. I definltely did not want to become a member
of the AVH, However,, this axperisnce showed me that
paople were assigned to the AVH, even against their own
will, and that they Jjust had to obey."

Regarding the regular police, respondent remarked: "It

was different than the AVH. 1 became friends with two
policemen, and found that both of them were JKesihs

against the regime. Thev were anti=-Communists. I met

the first one when I passed on my bicycle in front of

the chief Party building. I did not know that no one
was allowed tawﬁaﬁa this place. The policeman there ax-
plained to me why there was this prahibition,and we

fell into a conversation, even though it was ten o'clock
in the evening. Althuugﬂ 1 mmas was a perfect stranger

to him,he said he hated Communism, and added that,this &
got back to his superiors, he would dsny that he ha if
ever seen me, "

"On an other occasion" continued respondent, "a policeman
challenged me to identify myself, I asked wiy this was
nacessary, since 1 was not a gangster. He said his re-
quest was nacaasara. 50 he could save me from the gaszyzims
angsters, and xhek then we started a conversation that
asted two hours, right in the middle of the street, so
to speak, He said that the year previous he was a Stach-
anovist in the mines. However, the Communist party saw
that he was intelligent, %ax took him from his well-paid
and pleasant Job, and piacad him inte the police, He
had te go th:augﬁ all the steps necessary to promotion, ba
but expected in a few weeks to become a lieutenant. Then,
ha would xmueiwm receive 1300 forints. He started tc es
swear, and complained about the loss of his good Job for
this low-salaried work, He had no zmbition to climb high
in the polige, but just wanted a good salary in a pleasant
job amis/peaceful llving.®

along with

"During the Revolution, most of Lhe police Joinad ths
Revolutionsries,” said respondent, " they behaved as well
as the army Hid. Cn the 24th of October, when nobody knew
whether the "evolution would win or not, I saw a truckm
loaded with yuung Revolutionary 2nthusiasti stopping 3 0
policeman, who shouted to them: " *May God bless you boysi
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Regarding the courts in Hungary before 1945, res-
ondent said she did not know anithin about them
gcause in ih®k those years she llved Rumania.

After 1945, she said: "My uncle worked at the office

of the Public Prosecutor, but retired on pension at

59 years of age, because he sald he could not stand

what was iuing on there. Another man, & young

one, a friend of ours, told us that he yas happlest

when he was transferred from the People s Court.

This is about all I know about the people's courts

and their activities, I have no knowledge about

the war criminals since I came to Hungary

in 1950. I remember only that I wept when 1 heaxrd

B that in 1946 there was a motion before the Hungarian

Parliament to abolish the death penalty. In Rumania,

the death penalty had been abolished in 1945, and

only one general had been executed = nobody else,

When I heard about these things, I ws was overjoyed,

and thought this was the beginning of a better world.,"”

G, Regarding the Hungarian arﬂn respondent said:
I have no knowledge zhawt of the Hungarian army,
either before or after 1945, One of the mm members of
my familywxwzsxxbs wes a soldier, I do know that
during the Revelution, the army cooperated beautifully
by joining the Revolutionaries in some cases, and by
helping the people in others. When the gﬂﬂpla 15 cked
bread, soldiers in trucks went around distributing
bread, and when they had no more, they speeded to

Sa& —ED a hundred and twenty mim miles
or so from Budapest to gat more bread, and the psople
walted on the same corners as before, for the bread
thatthe soldiers brought back in a short time."

D. Regarding attitude ima toward the Russian troops,
respondent gave these views: "I had not even thought
that Russians were in Hungary in %9 1848 as they were

in 1945, In the latter vear, I was in Rumanla, and

my experiences wlth Russian troops were not much differ-
ent thanf from what happened when Russian troops were

in Hungary. The nians seposiad VWFAES Lesbine FeRW RAN
pFTME M vSS 1R vS, (T apmd. by word of mouth I heard many
kinds of storles about these troops. M? own sad exper=
ience with them was through my family, They killed my
uncle and my cousin in Transylvania, because my uncle
didn't want to give them wine, However, the soldiers
didn't understand what he waa was doing, and just %
simply shot him and his son. end BB
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in Rumania,
" MAOM A ASEL, Next door to us,ws was a girl
who was eagnrly lanking forward to meeting the Hussian
troops. She went out intc the stwset to greet them,
and of course they took her along for some work needing
tobe done, Later, they wanted her for some other purposes
-«but she started to cry. Then the soldiers slapped her
in the face, whereupon she started to cry even more. Then
the Russians made her put all the potsa and pans in order
and finally sent her home,

"A Rumanian lawyer" continued respondent,"whm also looked
forward to seseing the Russian troops. He became quig
quickly disillusioned when he met the first Russian soldie
who wanted to force the lawyer's golden tooth out of his
mouth with the point of his bayonet,"

"During the Rexsit Revolution, the Russlan soldiers in mos]"
casas seemed afraid, They didn't feel very much like
fighting, I myself saw on the Moricz Zsigmond square how
gunr soldiers they were, They didn't sit in their tanks.
here was a street fight with some Revolutionariss, and
not one Russian soldier could shoot well. They all missed
their taxgat=z. However, for some reason, my own ex-
periences with fmxiixRussian soldiers during the Revolut~-
ion were pleasant, f%xsazxa I saw a Russian soldisr glv-
ini bread to a mother, Then, one evening near the Liberty
bridge, when nobody else was on the street thers, except
an uid peasant man who was walking a few steps behind me
--guddenly a Russian soldier came up from bensath the
bridge, He aE roached me, extended his hands towaxrd me,
I felt somet Eng very cold on my hands, and cried cut
loud in fear, He became a;grv and geve the thing in
his hand to the peasant nearby., I saw then that what the
Russian soldier was trying to give me was three fik fishes
, I felt very angry withh myself because that day we had
nothing to eat. ily husband almost killed me, so to speak,
when I told him the story."

In general, the Russian troops were extremely unanular
in Hungary ,but I have no other detalls about them,

E. In connection, with the machinery of bursaucracy,
respondent could not give any information. She said she
remembered some cases, especially with peasants when
employees of the government helped the psopla, but she
didn't remember any datails.
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F, Accoxding to respendent, bribing didn®tmexist in
Hungary.,

G. Regarding the efficiency and competence of differ-
ant groups in power, under Communism in Hungary, res-
pondent salds "The offices in Hungary wers filled with
those who performed some part!nautiuity. If somebody
was a good Stachanovist, wlthin a year he was taken

from his job and put at a desk, and no matter whekse/ ™ SWeE A&
whsnel THE —_ man MMMW. FoRrTHE JoB |
We in the Writers Assoclatlon wrote abou t this prablks

problem. 1f the person was not honest, he exercised

power. If he was honest, he was dismissed, If any one

wanted to get really reiiahl& information (on anything?)

pecple went to the registrar's offices,/%Thm old experts,
pExisxnExexihemey where were the
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XIII. ASSESSMENT OF FUTURE PROSPECTS FOR HUNGARY,

A. Regarding prospects for Hungary in the next few
years, respondent said: " I feal definite%ﬁ that the
licies of Hungary will return to those that existed ArFreR
1945, The Hussian occupation retarded our
E:ngrass for ten years or mors. If we do not get some
elp from the West, then Hungary mssishe.sewkt ten yearsy Ar7Tea
will be about the same as what happensd »Pbewv1956,
We cannoi expect much from the Soviet Union, JAdhgeleew srr=< i veh 4
obte Revolution, No matter how well Kadar serves
the Russians, they will take even more from Hungary
than before. They will exploit and rob the country.
The members of the Writers® Association felt happy
during the Revolution, feeling that independence might
be possible in Hungary as it is in Austria., But, before
the Revolution, the writers wanted Naetional Comaunism,

"Most peopls in Hungary would be satisfied with a sol-

ution such as that of Gomulka, Many refugees in Vienna

%Xt told me that if the situation in Hungary would change

to one such as the Gomulka regime, they all would

back to Hungary. The large number of Hungarimﬁﬂﬂﬁ_am
fled the nation after the Revolution was mostlyFhysteria,

The smallest percentage of them wexe the Freedom Fighters,

" I myself hoped for complete independence, " said the
respindent, "but this can be achieyed only with the help
of the West. Howsvexr, if the West liberated Mmamaxy
Hungary, it would make & a big difference if the West
imposed a policy on Hungamy, or not, 1f Hungary could
really be independentm, and fullz free, then everybody
could go back to Hungary, even the old aristocracy,

the old politicians, officers, - but nobody would get
any positions, The people of Hungarg--peaaants, worke
ers, and intellectuals = do not want the old times that
existed before 1945, 1r any one gribbed power by foroe,

it would not last except in the Pirs+t confused period of the
new situation.

Regarding possibility of a war batween the U.S.5.R. and
ths United States, respondent said: If there is such a
war, L feel it must be now or never. However, the
people of Hungary do not want aax war. The other warm
was too xe¥amk recent, Only a few want war. I do not
want an atomic war, positively not! However, most and
possibly all Hungarians believe in the possibility of

a revolution within Russia, because the people there
a&re very discontented, Among my friends, those who
vigited Russia, acread that iksxikkfs this revolution
in Russia was quite possible, and of course it would be
@ beautiful solution,"
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Regarding the prospects for Hungary during the last

eight years, before the Revolutlon, respondent said:

"I didn*t see the future of Hungary &s black as others

did, They asked me th did I besr nmy child, how could

I give birth to a child in such a world? However, as

I said before, I bealieved in a solution of gradual.

changes, This hope continued firm during the last six

X:ars. I thought that there would be a smkamm changse
leaders. and this would cause automatically a change

in the pnlicies and life of the country."

"No matter how positive I =z was, the others aroundikme
continued to be pessimistic, At the beginning, about

1950, people ﬂxFacted war; but later on, these expect-
ations ceased, "



F=85 jp | XIVI/59

A1V, SOCIAL, POLITICAL, AND ECONOMIC JDEOLOGY

A Cunaerning the 7future system in Hungary, respondent
sald: "I would Like to see a republic Hungary."

3 iﬂspnndant cannot give any mors detalls on this sub~
ects

B. Regarding the desired economic system, respondent
said: "I like aiiicultura better, but it is the most
difficult question in Hungary, not because of the
economic factors, but rather because of the psychol-
ogical angles, Nobody wants to remain a peasant, It
was regarded with a sort of shame , in Hungary, to
wahdesed be a peasant, Everybody looked down on them.
evenn now. TfHow a future system can éssure the peasants
of respect for their kukamxmmka human dignity, I do
not know, This attitude is a2 much more important problem
than/the sconomic phases of agriculture,

are

"In addition to agriculture, emphasis should be placed

on light imdustry," continued respondent, " because

we cannot compete with Germany in heavy industryt We
should do what we can do best, This also was the Com-
munist idea. Half work is no work.The Hungarian artisans,
small scale Industries, were alweys world-famous. We

have a special tslent for it, Formexample, emphasis could
be put on feolk arts and handicrafis -shoe and leather
handicrafts~ hand painted items and industrial arts=
preserved fruits - jewslry --canned foods-etc."

"If the Communist regime," continued respondent, "were
overthrown, nationalization of industries should definitel
stay, it wasn't bad, Of course, small scale industries
and retall stores should be in prlvate ownership, but
only up to four or five employees, I like nationaliz-
ationy; with +the exception of the harm that has been done
by the Russians in draining us of our wealth, more
people have had a better Life under nationalization

than in the days of larga private companies in the hands
of a few, However, the nationalized enterprises shai
should bslong to the pep people.

" I think It would be a good thing if the government set
& definite limit on how much (of land®) a person could
own," sald respondent.
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Regarding farmers' cooperatives and state farms, responden
gald:; " 1 heard so much bad about them, I really do not
know what to say. Basically, the state farms and the

faxnx farmers'! cooperatives were a good idea, How can
farmers with only a few acres prosper? I believe that all
land should be nationalized, va 25 acres. On the iztim
latter, one can make a nice living--that is, on 25

acres, if he understands farming."

About the kind of government responde ould like to see
in an independent Hungary, she ¢ uuse%lmm
uman rights and personal freedom., one having

Regarding the outlawing of the Communist party in an
independent Hungary., respondent replied with a definite"No
why should the Communist Rgrty be outlawed? If Hungary

is free, then everybody should have the right to bellsve
in what he wants,"

C:. In regard to the international situation desirableb
for an independent Hungary, respondent said: "The ideal
would be a neutrality like that of Austria. However, I
wanti a more complete Ixmal freedom than that which exists
in Austria. We met some people there who had been Comm~
unists at one time, They were afraid to mention it,
husband denounced the Communists, then one of them said:

"Yes, Communism has/faults, but it did not deserve somplete
des trustion. had

"I do not wish to have any connections with the Soviet
Union, if we have a free Hungary. 1f there was anithing
gcud in Communism, it did not come from the Soviet Union.
f the other Eastern European countries are liberated,
then we can have all contacts with them--military, cultur
al, and sconomic, It would be desirable to have thesame
with the rest of Europe and with the United States."

"1 do not know anything about the Danubian Federation"

sald respondent, " I heard about it, bvbwmepesncshongit
eyt Dy, 4vo0 p Lid@3 o JHE JDE A

Regarding the boundaries of Hungary, raspondent stated:

“I want the 1914 borders. I know tﬁat the non=~Communists

want the old borders. The Communists sa{ that it was not

right because the territories should besliong to thosa who

live there.They are for things as they are,now. However, o
I lived there, and I know what it meant.Today, the minorit P/we tirria
¥ontmes better positiond in Rumania, fersowstiphe, than

they were before 1940. They haw equal rights with the

Rumanians, and the contrast or differences between the

two peoples are not so sharp or great any more. 1 remember

how the Rumanlans carried out the Rumanianization.®
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"A free election for minorities is all right, but what
is going to happen to many Hungarians whowere tmns-
farred, for instance, from Transvylania into Rumanian
Regat? Twenty years ago about 40 per cent of the
Hungarian population ms was displaced from Transylvanla
going , with empty promises, into Rumania. "

r'l\
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XVs THE FORMATION OF PUBLIC X OPINION

A. Regarding Khrushchev's se¢ret speech before the
20th Party Congress, respondent stated: "I did not

read the speech, I t seemed so long in the newspapers

that I did not have the energy to read it, I did
not know that there was a section that waes omitted=
in the Hungarian papers.”

Respondent had no knowledge about Senator McCarthy,
Paron, or about Rakosi's private lifae,

B. From what sources in Hungary did respondent draw
her information about events, during the past ten
years? She sald: %Eaxisx "I got most of my inform=-
ation from the people, by word of mouth, Second,
was the radio and certain newspapers. However, 1
sl didn't like to read the newspapers."

C,"As regards political news," said respondent, " 1
obtalned this mostly from people hI word of mouth,
We alsoiconversed secretly with friencds, mostly my
husband s friends., There, we dared to talk about
America: sAmmxizaxwazxaisexaiwaxzxazaizd America
was always praised in my presence,, which made me
verya angry. I didn't like America particularly, ebut
I didn't hate it. I was sort of passlve or neutral
on that subject., However, what made mai::grl was
the one-siderness of the people who pra t.

They did it zhm chiefly because of batter economic

opportunities in America, When I was in Austria, I
wanted to come to the United 3tates, and then saw -~
thet countiry from a different light, ard many
opinions on many subjects and considered the
unreliable, From my point of view, the ra
broadcasts and the newspapers were all the same,
unrellable.,

D, Regarding her reading habits, respondent sadds
"] read a lot before and after 1945, When I was 3
child I was always shésdesVby my grandmother for =
reading so much., She zlways said that with my
many writings, I was good for nothing. When I be-
camz a writer, and got 300 forinis EmExENEXpIRES
as a lecturer just to read a book, I wrote about
this to my uxamimsthnex grandmoiher, and I was
very proud about it, &mx I read mostly fiction,
and some philosophy and very little politicsj I
did not raad the newspapers regularly after 1945
however, I read some magazines, I mean all the
magazines, after and before 1945."

in regard to
guabjscieidn
general dmpevwwio
Mearglianygs, /v FoTh -
Tiea I HUNGARRY

VeeoLPe D
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"when I became a member of the Writars®' Association, I ¢oviD
#yad everything in the library thers. Mbedtimscbesidas.
ALl kinds of books were available ##wsey whereas in the=
public libraries one could find only what the Communist
party had approved of, Sledattessel, Many books were Wb
indexed, These could not be purchased by msim collectors.

"The Communists had a new ldea in connection with reading
habits, which was ratha: odd, " continued the :aspundant.
"Compulsory reading for adults, In the snminars. Elﬂ
had reading sssignments, and at the next meeting t

had to make commentskon what they had read. The
following authors were on the lists of the compulsory
reading: Bela Illes, Tamas Aczel, Pal Szabo, Sandor Nagy,
Jozsef Darvas, Sandor Rideg. If somebody went to a
library, the librarian automatically put these books into
the hands of the readers., Thers was no escape, These
books were chiefly ambm% about the events of the second
World War, and right after the war."

"Besides these compulsory readings, there were aslo
compulsory educatiopal readings, " contlnued respondent.
"For example, I read a book by Sandor Rideg and Bela Illes
The title was 'Hungarians?, This book was written about
the atrocities of the Hungarian soldiers in Russia. I was
almost out of my £r mind zfter reading this book, not only
because I did not belleve a word of it, but also "besause
the writers dared to give the book the title "Hungarians'.

"The newspapers in Hungary were unreliable, and on a vexy

low level continued respondent, "At the beginning they and all
were a little better than this, However, later on the re+the other
porters themselves admitted that the M Szabad Nep wax:
were not worth xmel reading (mecsdidsde). At the Congressf
of the Newspaper Writers, a rﬂgﬂrt&r of the Ka Szabad Nep
asked the following question: 'Why de Imfeel ashamed of
bma being & reporiter og the Szabad Nep ?' This was very
true, There was a proverb in Budapest which sald that in
the old times the people were afraid of the nawse&par men
and detested them. Today, they only detest them,

apers

=
rs, he could read
%%f%gg% %ﬁﬂ i?ﬁ# ‘If somebody lkmew the repurte >
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P& I
P

WAt WRITTE )

¢ wiw secpatly Tolklng ebout resding end writers, a very little swest
2 oum FO BlD etory ocecurrsd to me sbout Gyula Illyes the great Hun-
s amerrir pig E8rian writer. By the way, you know his poem,it was the
;lq,hugqﬁfﬁﬁtﬂﬂt event during the ravnlutinlp.-

e S g T R
e w‘mmm. One Hentence About
enny'wwsf pessed through many hande already in mp 1953

wheh I mysslf resd this besutiful poem at the wrlters

association. But the communiats eomldn't do anything

agaihat him ., He wae the best friend of Attilas Jozsef,

the greatest poet sdopted by the communists, and there-

fore he 2= was so highly respected by everybody that the

communists were afraid to touch him., In splte of being

maybe the grestest living writer in Hungary, he worked

ae & benk clerk beceuse he didn't want to serve the

regime. But the story what I wanted tc tell you about

him ia the followlng:

One day he was asked by Lorinc Szabo sncther big Hune-

garian writer:" tell my Gyula what on earth can be

. written todesy about™?

od, meditated for & while and then he answered: ‘ w TO
Oyorgy Dozsa" and I1lvesVsewsehls succeseful drame T”'“‘:"”EF AR

ipozsal! which was nﬂnaignrld by the Hungsrisn thegter- adill i

goers en open resistence 1n 1tselfl, Hywepem, the commu-

nists never forgeve him that he had to go back five 3 Hggjﬂﬂ’

hundred years to find & subject to write sbout.De2s4 LIVED I€T4.)

Continmuing to talk about her reading habits, respondent |
seys: " I didn't read anything from the West, becauss
nothing ceme in, it was not sllowed." |

fLLE &AL
e Regarding —¥& publications I told before that
everything wae availeble at the librery of the writers |

sesociation,vhere I could order 1llegel books.if in-
dividuels had any illaguu(%n their nossession, t.huﬁnnk:)
. geve those books to their fr . ¥ nobody
hided those bocks. Only the communistas didn't put 1t
on thair bookshelves but even they had it at home.
. We dlscuszeed these booke in the writers sssociatlon among

each other. Moatly those wrliters were put on index who
esceped to the West, &s for instance Zilahi or Meral.
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XVI. EVENTS OUTSIDE HUNGARY

A, BPegarding the chances of changes inegide Russiz, res-
pondent saya:

"Whoever was in the Soviet Union as I ssid before, besides
the Mosscovite writers, they came back with the news that
the Russians ere the same dissatisfied se the Pungabians
This was interesting fcr me only because I knew thet at
the same time the Rumanians were not as satisfied ss the
Bungarians., Maybe this is why I thought that a revolution
could breack out inside Rusala.

If free electiona would be held in Sussla I am not sure
that the Hussians would vote for communism. But I do not
know more about them and thelr sttitudes.

I hawe no knowledge ebout the Soviet lesders,

E . Concerning the other Eastern Buropean nations, rea-
pondent sava: £
"Zf/Germany was the moet 1iked 1n Bungary, because 1t was /Rast
nearer to the Weet especlally in the reactionply cieeitfs,
According to my opinion Bulgaris was the moet popular

because we had no territory problem with Bulgaria. If

somebody could trevel free, people went to Bulgaria for

vielts, those who had not reletives in cther countries.

The preferences were toward the people not towsrd tha
gEovernmenta,

Yugoslavia wes the lesz popular end maybe Rumanis was
on the second plece. In case of Wugoeslavie both the
people and the goverrment were disliked, T myself did
not like Rumania. In Humania neither the goverrment nor
the psople. Put of course this is a subjective feeling.
i guessed the Humaniene were not liked too mugh becauae
thelr moral wes differant from ours.

If free electicons would happen in these countries, in
Rumenie communism would definitely fell. T don't icnow
anything definit about the rest of the countries.

Cenoerning the living stendards, respondent said:

"The living standerd is the highest in Esst Germany and
Czeckoslovalkie end I am soryy tc sey, I am almost sure
thet the loweet ie in Hungary.

C. Turning tec Poland respondent saye:
"Gomulka is better with & slight &RA¢E than the regime
befcre. Maybe Gomulke was right when he did what he did
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in Polanc. I meditated very much sbout 1t mjae
Hungarians should have put down the weapone an the 2lith A NP
KEEF MAE L&/ &Y &S minlster Presicent. Only the fmaxixn
Erazp= wishes for the withdrawal of the FRusaian troops
foreed the revolution further.
According my nature and my emotions I am more for the
Revolution but seocording wy mind I think it would have
besn much better to follow and evelutionary change.

sffacted

Events In Poland have definitely l::ii*fﬁ?ﬂﬂungarian
Ri:n%utiﬁn « The Polish problem was alwayve discussed
' E 3.

Regerding all the possibilities , however I myszelf did
not eere too much for pelitics snd I dilda't go into
any details,

D. Coneerning Titolsm respondent ssyes the following:

" Even if Tito 1s the founder of nstional communizm he

is not somébody who would reselize 1t, He can he & good
politicisn but he 1s interested only in his own power

and cannot give himself up to an 1deal, cannot immerge

into it. He only ueea it for hie own purposeca. He is

not sympathetlie in pgeneral for the people. He jumps

from one side to the other and turns wherever he could
gecept more. With his twofolded policy he always keeps

in cheek the Husalans which can be sdvantageous because WE

By alwaye camemuch more about somebody who csuses probe-

lems for us than with an obedlent person.
However he wes ths chained up dog of Russia before but
today he became a doggy-dogszy.

If Titoism has the same name there 18 a difference accord-
ing to my opinicn between Titolsm and the resl national
communism, Netional communism camnnot be fulf'illed simply
by anybody elze but the new type of peopls. This type

of man cannot be a eadiszt, a man % pIT(Ve- , oppressor

af other nstions. Ae cannot be feorcefull and power hungry
but he has to be aware of the powers which are the
driving foreces in him and he should diseipline them.

He should ralse asbove any subjectivity. He cen newer
exploit anybddy but give their right shars to thoze

with whom ke works together, because he “s good. But if
he would like to possess he has to win over his bed
characteristics and let the othera possess theirs end he
wlll have and will be satiasfied witk his, Only the good
£ignkx of & person will be set free in this type of man.
He should cppreesy evil with much education but with un-
derstending thet it ls a necesslty tc oppress the imper-
feot, otherwise he cannot serve the Interest of humanity.
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Such type of lsadsrs should never be discriminated with
such formalitles as for instance Tito does. They should
llve among the people travelling on the mame , subway

and have & real personal contact with people. For instance
when Horthy cemef to Humenia in 1940 I will never forzet
that he stood together with us looking at the demcnstation
for his honer., I stood about five or ten steps awsy from
him end I felt that he wea the same type of person as

I was and I llked him for that, juet because he stood
close to me, But the communist chiefs never did that,
They live in an ivory tower, leolated.

DR R O ORI R e A
SVE L

E. FRespondent doegn't know anything about the Swiss problem
only that it wes lasunchedinthe worest minute regarding the
Hungerlan revclution.

P, FRegarding West Germany rsapondsnt zays:

" I only heard sbout West Germany but I wasn't there.
I heard that the standerd of living was muech higher,
mostly due tc the competition betwesn Amsrica and
Russale toward Germany, I didn't like the Germans and
I waen't interested therefore in their problems.

I heerd from a few pecple about Cermany and that they
may start ancther war, but theee people were those who
expected the fallure of communism end for them the ides
of the war waa not so hostile, I didn't like the wsar
and didn't think of any kind of war,

I have no opinion sbout the German militery strenghh,

Comparing the cccupstion of forces of the Germangd army
and the Russlgn srmy 1n Hungery. responcent sald:

"The Ferman army was more a& cultured one but not better
2% 8ll than the Russien. No foreign army or military
force 1s desirable on the soll of snother nation, not
even i he im a friend.

The Germsns behaved more intelligently but they tock
everything from us. On cur fzrm in Transylvania they
killed twenty eight cows, only not to let them go into
the Ru:glan hands, They left there the dead animals,

The Germans took 811 my linenveResmiepurposes and all
wy busband's sults to changs over into civilian clothing
but anyway they took everything from me, I was =ik
luecky, the Ruesiane they didn't take anythi away from
me espeolally. Of course there wes not much left anyway.
Bowever, the Cermans took the jewels of my father which
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were buried under our window and the German soldiers
found when thay had to dig 1q: small cannon in front
of our window. 7H#EY knew where we were they could
hake brought it over, hut they took 1t instead,

The HRossien avymy wes less popular end leag diseiplined
as the German army, ln genersl.

@. I have heard sbout NATO but I don't know anything
else about it but ita mpurpma, to unite the western
military forces.

Regarding the Britiah lsbor party, respondent says:

®™The Soclalist party is too close to the communiest perty
in ous eyes, who coma from behind the Iron Curtein.

We have a bad taste in our mouth when we see the same
formalities as in Mozeow, When I ssaw in Vienna the
celsbration of the Sociall Bwedtdidsids party with the meny
red decoretions I definitely felt disgusted. I know that
the final ideal will grow out of the soclalist €

but for the time being I em a little bit susplecious
toward these powers and firet I would like to ses Lo be
gat frea the will of the pecple and expeariance,one free
eleotion after the othsr, as long &8 the people finally
will have a chance to try the different Upsmeeland to WoNsTE Me
find out the one which 18 really good for them.

Concerning the different stendarda of living in various
countrlies, respondant says:

"the first is West Germany, the second is England, then
Rumania and Italy. I don't know abcut the two others,

H. On saaying the general question what surprised her
particularly about Amerlea, respondent sayst

" T was mostly surorised by a negro woman at the air-

port whoe had & fabulous xidfn wide white lsce dressz and
hat on, She looked like an edvertisemens the moat white lacs
besutiful magezine. In general I wes surprised by the

high elegance here which iz entirely different from the

European elegance.

On the other hand I didn't expect such diffiocult housing
problems. I thought everybody had a nies appartment in
fmeriea.

Concerning whet ths US should do for tha people of Eastsrn
Europe, respondent sayas:
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"Concedering the question from America's point of wview,
for her own interest he should give ald to those nations
. becauss this way he could learn sbout theff real cir-
cumstances in these countrises. On the ovher hand if scomebody
givau. ghe will get 1t back, no matter how but in some
E-Iﬂ.

MEiN _~
In sonnection with Hungary the US has only cne duty,
by all means to exert her influence tc the Rusalens to
withdraw thelr trocps {rom Eungary.

America should not recognize the Kadar government under
no clreumstances.

The Hungarien populaticn would like to have Western

- visitors all kinds, but they would like to telk to these
#initnra rersonally, in order to tell them sbout the real
altuetion.

The Weatern vieitors going to Hungary should know about
two things., The first is that being already in Bungary
they have to try haerd to enforce their own will end go
there where they weant to go, where they can meet real
1ife ead not only to see what they are shown., They should
try to talk to different people, &n different languages,
to all sort of inhebitants, body alwaye telks some
sort of language. The second thing 1s that before these
visitors leqve for Hungary they should consult Hungarisn
exlles. They have to get detailed informstion from the |
pacple who regently ceme out of the gountry.

Western magasines shonld be sent into Rungary by all |
meene. I know that it is prohibited to send in such .
magazines officially, however I mysalf sent an article

7 from Vienna to my family and they received 1t. I guess

that 1f everybody from out here send artieles or maga-

zines toc their families,or the organization who sponsored

us,woudd use thelr lista of pecple asking them to send

such publications, 1t would kmxm help & great desl.

I know myself that whenever I sent something home, &

lattgr or anything, 1t 1s read at least by hundred other

pedpla,

Respondent has no knowledge of the Marshall Plan, She
sald she wasn't in Hungery at that time, Welther has
she mmkigs Imowledge sbout the motives of the Koregden
war.,

J. About the UN respondent saye:

" Wie sxpected the UN troops or observers during the re-
volutlon,
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than
We expected help from the UN much more =mfi from the US,

I guess that the UN could be very effeotive in actionsa
for Hungary in the future, in case 1if shey would defi-
nitely do such metions. I am not & politieciasn but for
instence to diemiss the Russians from the UN or s if
the West and Amerlca would condemn ths Husslsn or put
the conditions that either they withdraw theilr troope
from the oppressed countries, or they are not recognized
or by any other way, I mean diplometlc way, they could

be forced at lemst to reconsider the present situation.
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AVII. EKNOWLEDGE OF AND ATTITUDES TOWARD SELECTED
FERSONALITIES,

. A. BRegarding her opinion whko ia the greatest living
Hungerian, rsspondent says:

" I don't know such a vperson, otherwise he would have
become the leader of the Revolution.”

B. Concerning her reactions to a number of important
peracns, regpondent assys:

" a, Dnre Hagy. I don't trust him, I don't understend
polities but I could never forget that he snnounced
the MARTiAe LAW or at least I am =till not eonvineced,
with a lot of other Hungerdans that 1t wasn't he who

i announced 1t, If it was Gero why didn't Nagy deny
it and stopped it after he became powerful? He
could have stopped 1t right away. Another thing
what I don't understand why he escaped tné;ng -
slavia instesd of going to ths US embassy? This
shows thet he was & communiet and didn't want to
deny his communism,

b. Cardinal Mindsgenty. I was not in Hungery during
his activity and I was not a Cathelic. He was
neutral to me.

¢« lLazslo Rajk. I wesn't in Hungory when he waa
Hiniater of Interior. I know only what I heard
from other people th t he was considersd ag &

martyr,

d. Erno Gero. I wept when I heard his speech on the
radio on the 23rd of October. He ig not & Fun-
garian, he is & sangster nndﬁpchﬂﬂy.

. ¢, Janos EKader. Today I guess thet he iz juet the
same &3 Gero. For a while I was convinced sbout
his martyrdom when I heard the story thet he
Tfainted when he learned about the execution of
Fajk. But after what he did, 28 a2 treltor in

Fungary, I guess I was wrong.

THE Y
s General Bela Kirsly. I guess wm%’a tight

corner Imxxmixwiil together with Maleter snd this
is how they beceme heroces.

Acocording-dy opinion shey had no cholce. Elther
they jolned the revolution or thkey would have been
ehot. I &am susplcious towerd these communist
cfficers.




E. Ama Rethly. I lmow that she was a diligent
opportunist but somehow I cannot belleve in these
. politiclans that they do,what they do,from the
bottom of thelr heart, Baking huren point of views
into eonsideration.

Going over to the second group respondent seys:

a. General Eisenhower. I don't know him,

b Secretery Gensral BEammarskjcld. Fe wae mean, he

didn't come to Hungary,/he promised and we ex- /when
pected him.

ckd. Respondent knows the names e&nd the occupations
but she hss no opiniold about the persons.

a Regarding the third group, respondent dces not know
anything abcut people under A.B.C.D.

&, Roosevelt. gHe sold us to the Hussians, I don't
lilkke him,

. I know that Adenausr is the chancellor of West
Germany but I don't know more gcbout him,

Ee Stalin. Fe was & dirty fellow but he was a great
man.

Among the rest of the people on the list, respondant
recognizged @ Genersllssimo Franco, Khrushchev, Tito, Noloctov
Churchill. She didn't recognizef the rest of the psople,
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XVIIiT, ATTITUDES TOWARD EXILES ANWND EXILE ACTIVITIES

A. HRegarding the characterications of escapes, res-
pondent says:

"Most of the refugees came out of Hungary because of
economic problems. From all sort of elasses and from
every age. Most of the people came from Budapest and
from the border area. Those pecple came out in gensral
besides those who wanted to live under beitter economle
conditions, who were afraid of imprisonment, whose
family members were abroad, who had some emotional
probleme they cculn't settle and a few came out because
of personal, lmmediate personal danger. Many came out
juet for locking adventure. Thoee people who were
bound to their homes and famlilles stayed In Hungary.

I heerd sbout cases when people didn't come cut in spite

of the opportunity they ﬂﬁmu outy for 1nﬁtann£, = eouL D WAVE
person'e house was confiacated in 952, &nd in

November he etill hoped hs would get it back, because

of the change. In generel during November, almfeat every-

body could have come out from Hum_r.&rr."ydnnidud 80.

¥y opinlon sbout those people who mkpgymd stayed in Hun-

gary/that they have resentment toward us because we

could leave cur homelend.

If the Hungarlen border would be openedd up, about
80 per cent of the population would stay in Fungary.

B « Regarding exilsorganizstions, respondent hea no
knowledge sbout them, nelther their activities.

Filling out the 1list of organizations and individuals,
the only remark she made iz with Horthy. She says the
following:

"He was e person whom I like. I know about his faults
end about the gime he wae the leader of, however,

I don't U-.Bﬁm BPEE par&ﬂmllg Mg ForimemlstakesiD F
Faudnli%na & thousend years old system.

Respondent does net lmow envything about people who left
Fungary before 1986.

C. 1 heard &bout psople who returnsd to Hungary from
the West, after 1945. Az far as I know most of them
regret 1t. I know the exact story of a family whom I
Inew personally; they escaped with two children around
1945-16, but they had tc stay in Austria and they did
not get anything to eat for their twe children {ram the
Austrian peatants,
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"Finally they had to return to Hungary. The woman
was very happy, The man, a former intallectual,
was not so happy. The woman became a street car
conductor, and the man an electriclan. For a long
time they lived in poor circumstances., However,
around 1956 their living standards improved. It
was interesting that now, after the Revolution,
they didn't try to escape, Their case made a
deep impression on me, and when I escaped I did
not expeet anything better in Austria, after what
they had told me, It was a great surprise to us

what awaited us,"

old redefection
"I have no knowledge about the/Eiduzxfxdsfmpiimn
campaign."”

D, Regarding respondent’s views on what people
who have left Hungary should know, she said:
"They should know about the circumstances we
live in, about Ill:g? everything in detailwith
absolute honecty; this, not in the spirit of
persuasion, but giving the good and bad sides
and all the facts to themy

“I do not knoww what the exiles from Hungary can
do for thelr native land,™ sald respondent, "be-
cause I 2ddiklonly a short time ago - four weeks.
I do not know myself what I could do personally.

"1 do not feel like jolining an exiles' organization.”

said the respondent.

"I have no feelings about the various Hungarian
political parties, becausa I know little about
them" ® said rexpsmid respondent.

D."If Hungary were liberated, I would return" said

respondant,

"I want mI child to learn the Hungarian language
in the Unit
him up as a good Hungarian,"

ad States," said respondent., "I will bring
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XIX « AUDIENCE REACTION TO RADIO AND LEAFLETS

As Concerning the question of whether respondent list=-
ened to any foreign radio stations, she said she list=
ened to the Voice of Amerlica and to Radio Free Europe.
Both of the stations were equally jammed, in spite of
the fact that we had a powerful receiver,

"1 listened only to broadcasts in the Hungarian lanquage.

"l listened in the day time, when the broadcast came in
more clearly. I tuned in more often to Radio Free Europe."
said respondant.

ether with other peo lgin listenad % to the foreign
broadcas 53 spoandent,

"My experience since living in Hungary was that it was not
too dangerous listening to foreign broadcasts, if one was
alone," sald respondent, "the Communists did not like
groups listening to them. However, all my Gsmmumitzx Comm=
unist friends tuned in on these foreign broadcasts, and
their excuse was that they had to know what the West was
saying against Communism so they could more effectively
answer these attacks. In the Writers® Assoclations, &% we
was always discussed what the foreign radios said, of
course usually in s hostile or ridiculing manner.”

"Listening to the foreign broadcasts, we felt they were
not reliable, because the facts contradicted them. Mesanwhi
our Hungarlan statlons on the same subjects sa%s stated ould not
exactly the reverse.of what Radio Free Europe was saying. /do any-
We discussed this often, and came to the conclusion tha thing als
the foreign and the Hungarian stations w byt but
wachoobiey and d 2ach was as bad as the other. This insult
caused harm, according to the general opinion, to Radio aach othe:
Free Europe and to the Voice of Amarica.

end sikszk 1h
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"When Radio Free Europe scolded the members of the
Writers' Association, and derided their writings,™
sald respondent, " and even mentioned them by name,
our writers maturally discussed all this., When

.' Peter Kucka, khmxw was attacked, our writers asked
him, laughing, 'Now, Peter, how do you feel? Are
you afraid?' Uusually, the attacks on writers by
Radioc Free Europe were not based on truth. At the
same time that this station slandered the Hungarian
Hadlo # Programs, they broadcasted poems crit cizing
Rakosi, and other scripts, which were exactly the
same litararv trash as ours, This discredited thse
foreign broadcasts, as well as our own Kessuth
radio, which we didn't like. The most important V&
factor,ef objectivity, mzxxim which we SeemmdVwhen'F/V0 #E Re

reading ebpdeswe® the New York Times ﬂdﬂau.
: MwRaay: ,» was missing in the foreign broadcasts.
e
gha ﬂt;::eign brﬁadcasts?afﬁay ncouraging people to d e
4 ight be
E?c.rmnde%a'inm:-;ufuagﬂeaes;:%gx%jéngln i?:‘ﬁt'}'.-‘i”ﬂ““’ Hy ?ha‘:r nig

I} willhhe an eternal shama{fnr America thﬁt she
closed her doors to people afH¥apgary® who are
in such a terrible situation, not knowing what is
?ﬁiﬂg to h&pﬁnn to them, I was onced in a hospital
Austria where I saw refugees with nervous ak-
downs, so 1 know what the Hungarians have been suff-
Eiing;;i The foreign iﬁdiﬁ::ﬂ t'i blame for 'ﬂlthé.n
sltuation, always urging pedpls o escape==an
what propaganda material this is for the Russians,
They = already have started to write about this,
in the Nepakarat, about the i refugee camps ggeai
Wad 5 (ot ic g T oty g W e = SRy = What they wrote was true.
America should consider all exiles as equal, and
should not make any sxzsgiass exceptions. I daf=-
i itﬁitaly felt ashamed when we got our visai through
e Academy Sgienges, and so many people who
. neaded hel m‘wa did, were not allowed to
Come, and had to stay in the & refngee camps.

—r

"In general, the American broadcasts were the only
[secretlyl hope fexxty for the people who were reactionaries,
ay ens emy and discussed the programs
and xhx thought them very important,
Sl i aeed

ITWAS AN ELIXIR 6F LIAE For THEM, "

"During the Revolution, " said respondent, "our
radio didn't work, and I couldn't hesr the pPrograms.,
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"However, I heard from other people that Radlo Frae
Europe told the Revolutionaries te hold on, Rha The
fighters were extremely frusirated about itgrrer wgeos.”

"Radio Free Europe should continue its broadcasts,

said respondent, "bui I do not feel that its criticisn$
which are one-sided, are good policy., I think this

pxi produced a bad effect,"

"In general, the gquality of the programs should be
raiced" said respondent, "I myself liked the news
without comment, but most of the people needed the
comments,"

"Some anti-Communist propaganda is necessary" said
respondant, "but not to an extreme., It should def-
initely be factual. Programs about lifs in Western
Europe are very aqood; and those about life in the
United S5tates are very necessary. 1 would recommend
as many programs as passible describing living con-
ditions in the United States, glving detailed, acc~
urate skaiistiexs statistical data."

B, Regarding S.E.F. leaflets, recpondent saidi"I
heard of &M, the existence of N.E,M, I thought it
was an underground movement, and I was always wond-
ering how to find it, We in Hungary would have bsen
glad to follow a leader to achlieve our higher aims
and ideals, and we would have been willing to risk
our lives for this, During the Revolutlon, I asked
some people, whom I felt might kkxm know of sEh such
a movement, but I could learn nothin ERcepbahngm
samecsboonaresiboopoboamx I was navag gbla to c¢heck
it, but there was believed to be such a movement in
the prison, Prison atmosphere was interesting, for
example, about the 23rd(of October?) no one appar-
ently was aware of the unrest, but the people in
prison knaw it very definitely. #m I talked to a
persan, who ls now in Vienna, and who was a isoner
at Vac before the Revolution, He told me how, on
the 28th of October, the prisoners attacked theirs
uards, freed all tEE prisconars who ware the politha -
cal ones, and simply walked out of tne place.

They had to hide thamselves in the outskirts of Buda-
est until the 35886 .1Y"He sald the prisoners had
@aard that something was brewing, and that it was

now the time to break out and join ths others who

were seeking freedom, He hm himself, still wearing
his prison unliform, joined the Hﬁvnlutinnariaa. and
fought with them all during the Revolution.”
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Respondent didn't know anything abot about the 12
points (@FDsmasd#??r nor about the F.E.P, leaflets,
She only knew that they existed.

D. Regarding her opinion why Western groups broadcas
and sent leaflets to Hungary, sha thought the aim
was to liberate Hungary."However, some of the people
including myself, " said respondent," didn't like
it because the reactionariess expected h that the old
system would be reestablished, In this way, Hungar
was divided into two parts =~ one part believed in
and liked this broadcasting and the leaflets, and
the other was suspicious of it and didn*t bniiav& in

it, I do not knoww whether these organizations
AAXUAXXXAXL L XXAX XXX NANXXXXEX had different

objectives ox not."
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£X. CHILD REARING AND DISCIPLINE

Regarding rearing of chlildren, respondent gave these
views: "I would teach my chiid only good and beaut-
iful things, Religion is of greati importance, I have
some ideas on how Ex childrenxz should be brought up.
Children from early childhood on ocan be taught all
that we want them to know, if told in the form of
tales,stories, A four or five vear old child
should already have had mythnlniiﬂal tales. The Comm
unists said that this was too difficult for a small
child, but I lnsisted upon thls point - that Evaﬁzi
thing, including religlon, mam can be taught a child
if in the form of stories --ex especially those
subjects that the children later on will get at
school ~<history, geocgraphy, etc. I would never let
my child see a gangster £ilm, for instance."

"However, the chief influence on the child" continue
respondent, "1s how the adults behave. To properly
educate their children, parents must set @ good ex-
ample, and have salfxzarix self-control and wexiy
worthly characters. When an adult loses his temper,
he forgetsa about it later, but the child will re-
mamber it., "

ln connection with the disciglining of children,"
said respondent, "™ basically I am a2:inst physical
pEn punishment. But even I myself, connection
with my boy, fell it necessary sometimes to glve
him a gentle slap on the face, and this is necess=
ary for both han and girlss-but not after they
are ten years old."

"I was Bxmg brought up by my grandparents" said
respondent, " they never beat me., They loved me,
and praised me, and spoiled me terribly., They
wanted to mibm give me more love and care than
even my parents would #x have done, because I al-
ways praisad and loved VER&se grandmother often
scolded my father, but I loved him even more aft-
er that, In Hungarian families, the mother usually
wae the one who punished the children. In the
lower classes, parents beat their children, mostly
because of nervousness."
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"1 do not know at what ages childrsn were no long-

er physically mx punishec by their parents, neither
how child rearing changed during the last ten years,
said respondent.

Aegarding what characteristics regpondent looked for
in a friend, she said: "loyalty and faithfulness, In
general, friends parted during Communism because of

political reasons, but real friendships always con=-

tinued."

END



CHARACTER DESCRIPTION:

Note: This interview tries to reflect, most sxplicitly, the
peychological motives, fundamental reason, relations and
inner struggles of a Communist sgmpey sympathizer,

Since intarviswer's real purpose was to explore the final
causes of the conscious and subconsciocus motives of re.
gspondent, this interview includes the complets exchangs

of views and their analysis between respondent and inter-
viewer concsrning her feelings toward Communism,. How-
ever, interviewer feels that his confession-type convereation
should not, pnd=r any circumetances, cause any harm to re-
spondent and should be handled confideatially. All the more
because according to interviewer, respondent has navar been
a Communist sympathizer, only an idealist who was looking
(and is atill looking) for the real solutions of human problems.
At the same time, becanse she did not have the opportunity

to become acquaintad with forms of life beyond the Sovist em-
pire, dve to her own ignorance and lack of culture a8 well as
to lack of guidance and to the circumstances, she never joined
the Party. Thase factors make her case & typical one which
chows the dangar to the non-Communiat part of the world how
GlanromnitssmcCremmanyist mbctines Communism weorks and spreads
with the help of innocent mediums who ars the victirns of their
own unbalanced emotions and physical anvironment,

This interview was given by respondent with the understanding
snd good will that her experiences will help some people to
undsrstand our present difficulties on sarth and change them
toward a better life.

In the following two ssctions the intarviewer {irst gives her own
impressions of the subject and secondly, respondent's sxplana-
tion about her motives toward Communism,

l. Respondent is a good-looking yourng woman, with a very

good medium -fragile figure, dark bron hair, large brown eyes
with & vivid but romantic expression (howevar, indicating a
slightly irregular thyrogenic function). Her features are pleasant
on the whole and can be beautiful when sha talks excitedly and
animatedly about her ideals.
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Reepondent ie the type of a psrson who has talent and ambition

a8 well a8 good human characteristics but neither had the out-

side help or chance nor the real inner urgs to build up herself,

She was never taught discipline. As a reealt, very often the
practical angls of a human character comes up her as paragitism,
the intellectual a8 keen criticism and the emotional as romantic
day-dreaming., Howsver, she bas the ability, if guided in the
right way, toward hard work and struggle for independente, just
philosophical analysis and highest idealism. All these positive
and negative motives of her character rumbla undisciplined

in her and wherever they find a channel to burst out they do it
biased toward this one direction and for a whila are blindly in-
fluenced by it, Nevertheless, respondent's strongest ﬁ;ﬂ.rlchr-
istic is idealism which pulle her out, sooner or later [ 'of the
extremes and pushee har forward to her next station shs struggling
for the ultimate goal of humanity: periection, This is what she was
looking for, as shs pute it, "in the Communist Man. "

Respondent has not mundx much practical knowledge about world
events -- neither about politice nor their influence upon the in-
dividuals. She has never been taught to be independent, never
worked regularly for her own bread, but depended upon some one
else. Therefore, her experiences as well as her good ability of
thinking are limiled to 2 very narrow ficld. She locks upon things
from her very personal angle and expects to serve her isolated
idealism in life,

Today, she is still confused, Her experiences with Gommunism
ara fading out slowly fooafrom har memory. Howevar, the
idealistic slogans may stay wik with her for & long time especially
if her family life and her circumstances will frustrate her. Her
main ideas -- equality of men and a higher living standard ak for
éverybody -- will be found in this country. However, she should
be under guidance not to confuse theory and practice. (Her ex-
ample as well as those of many other young refugees' gix con-
vinced the inferviewer that 2 sort of intellectual club, with good
programs and possibilities for discussions should be established
which would help this great number of newcomers to straighten

out their biased minde as well as the old refugees and the Americans
to learn about their minds and to improve their own system of
fighting Communism. Particularly since the new refugees are not
able to read the Times or other objactive sources for the real
facts. The interviewer hopes that perhaps the newly found

Petofi Circle in New York can take up thase facte, the sooner,

the better,)
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Respondent comas from a peasant family. Both of her parents,
as well as all of her sisters and brothers, were very ambitious.
None of them stayed within the old family ranks, but became in-
tellectuals or married intellectuals, The parents were both
intelligent and extremely stubborn and respscted these character
traits in each other. However, the father was very impatient
with his children and quarrelled with them, often beating them
up severely, However, he never guarrelled with hie wifs,

It was not possible to convice him against his opinion. Once,
when respondent argued with him that the sun was good for his
grandchild and refused to put the child in the shade, her father
dug out a2 tres and planted it next to the child's cradle to sa-
cure victory for his gonviction. The father was a model farmer
and a bailiff on a large estate belonging to an aristocratic family.
When respondent wae three years old, due to her mother's sick-
ness, she was taken to her maternal grandparents in Romania,
She lived with them until eshe was 16, She had an unquenchable
xmmk longing for her mother and an ardent love for her father,
which was sirengthened by the continuous abuee of the grand-
paronts about her father whom they did pot like, The more they
disparagued him, the mores she loved him, seemingly building
up a father complex in herself. She did not see her parents for
more than ten years and could never forgive them for leaving
her alone in spite of the fact that shs was loved dex dearly by
her grandparents, She was never punished for anything and

the grandparents were in an infinite competition in their ima-
gination with the parents surpass their possible love, Her
grandparents were farmers too, They had 20 acres, but

being too old to work, they rented out the land., They were

quite well off financially and lived in the city of Sratmarnemseti.

In Romania the class distinction was not a3 sharp at that time as
in Hungary. Respondent was together, almost daily, with ths
childran of & count where the father of her bhest girlfriend worked
ar 2 gardener, Thay played tennis together and had all kinds of
entertainment with the aristocratic youngsters and thought to be
normal. However, when in 1940, in the course of the annex of
Transylvania to Hungary, she returned for the firat to Hungary,
respondent had her first bitter experience with feudalism and,
at the same time, became disillusioned with her father, FHer
small personal axpﬂrienci was the milestone in her struggle

for buman dignity. He father did not allow her to go out or to
invite young county clerk with an aristocratic background to
their home becauss of class differences and degraded himself
a8 well as his danghter stupidly and unjustly in tkex respondent's
eyes. After her three coobt months' long viait in the old Han-



gary, the whole family returnad to the annexed Transylvania
and pettled down in the outskirts of Szatmarnemeti. Respond-
ent stayed with her grandparents in the city and visgited her
family every second or third day. At that time, she had some
additional frustrations about class distinction in connection
with the occupational Hungarian troops and decided that she
would pever marry anyone from her ¢gwn psasant class. She
wanted to get out of " Toldi Street" becauss nobody else lived
on that street that she could look up to and respect. She
slowly started to obsarve people of her own class -- what
problems they had, what sort of life they could expecét and
could see all their problems and .- - difficelties,

Resnondent firat marrled a youn; and very handsome
nianilot with a middle class background durling the
war in 1%43 only because, ne she siys, "he ¢ould
convince me that my love townrd him was the only
real love. I would never love anybody in my life

ag 1 loved him. ™y ldeal at that time was real,
2ure love, and [ left s rich man, who wanitad to
marry me and went wlth him, becuase I believed in
him. Jie llved topether for four months but diring
that time I slready reallzed that my husband chesated
me. He Influenced me with his vassion and set me

a high 1deal which didn't mxkXkexlat. I did not love
bin and I couldg'!t fall in love with him elther, be=-
cause he was unitellipgent, snd something entirely
different from what I had expected, Irom someons I
eould resvect. Alter thse four monihs of marrilage

he eracghed In Russla and becams 2 prisoner of war
for four years,"

Pesnondant went bael to live with her grandnarents
and didn't have to struggle for her own br.ad, be-
cause ahe got a small nensalon from the goverrment
from ber husband. .ithin a few years, however, she
divoresd her first husband and marrled agaln In
1949. She deseribes thils marriepe as followa:
"During the paat fow years I had bullt up the Imape
of a very Intellipgent nerson, whom I could live with
only, and my second husband convinesed me that he had
the higheat intelligence. He answered all my ques=
tlons off-hand, and [ realiczed ohly later that I
could never Judge whether these snswera were ripht
or wrong. Zxactly the same thing hepoened with me
42 In my flrst marriage. I skm&mstunidly belisved
that he wae the Intelligent men, and he afrain cheated
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me. He camefefrom an old gentry family, had excel-
lent menners. For Instance, he jummed un from every
nosltion, every tlme I entersd the nlace, and sur-
rounded me with all sipns of courtesy. He had three
diplomas and was a teachsr at that times he could
aneak about every subjuet. He was ugly, but I didn't
care. 1 marrled him for love of intelllgence and
refinement. Pretty soon I realized that sverything
vwas formality and routine with him, and he didn't
have the tracs of the inborn inteclligence of a real
man I visuallzed.”

At that time resnondent gtarted to write again. She
Tirat wrote childrens' stories for a seXxixmrelipious
newsnaner R"SZIV" when she was 13 and continued writ-
ing after her firat husband bscame a war nrisoner.
She wrote mostly romantle stories about women, who
were lookling for the !deal man, snd sold them to
womens' or childrsns! zmxisections of small magazines.
hen they laft Szatmarnemeti and came %o Budanest for
gocd 1In {?Sﬂ, she tock uon writing, but was criticized
by her husband all the time on how she wanted to write
anything good with her neasant background, without
sufficlent education. In those years reznondent al-
ready realized that without the changes brought about
by Communism, she would never have been abls to mary’y
her husband, because hls parents, already dead, would
never have agreed to their son's marrying her. Her
husband's relative had a1l had high wmmskvosltions
during the nast regime and her husband was also baslc-
2lly a reactionary sccording o her judrment. He
preached the orincinle of the sunerman and explalned
Yo ber hundradas of times the auneriority of hipghar
classes ac s necsssity whilech can hapven only through
origin, time, and circumstances of reflnement. At
the same time he never falled for a minute to maks
it clear that his wife ls & neassant and will remain
80. Thls stimulated resnondant tremendously. She
watlched and analyzed her husband ©ilt by bilt and com-
ared his oualities and abliities with her own. She
ecided finally, that her inhorn characteristles and
intelligence are suverlor to her husbend's and started
to revolt arainst him. She wented to urits something
good. One day she wrote a love story, which her huse
band finally liked, and showed it to an authentie
Communist nerson, who told resvondent that this nisce
outdated, nobody Interested In Communism wes interested
In love storles, but only in storles to teach the
axyouth and soclety about orogressive new idea. How-
8ver she has the ablllity to write, therefore she should
g0 to the Wrlter's Assoclation and to the radlo, getting




somé pguldance concerning the style and ldeas which
make & gtory saleable. I'rom this time on reasnon-
dent regularly visited the ‘riter's Aseoclation and
the redio. She mide frlendshlins at both nleaces,
took nart in disecussions, and found a way of indulg-
ing her writing ambitions. The iriter's Assoclation
was & group of young snd old Communiet writers, with
a few non-Communist members. The Communist writera
were mostly ldeallsts and the oldest members found
gatisfaction in teeching the youth thelr idealiatic
goneeéntionn. For instance, Paul Sgabo, an old writer,
mode & deep Imoression on resnoandent end she found
exrexExzet In his writing her confused thoughts, ox-
oressed 1n beantiful sentences pnd 1ldeas. That was
the nlace resnondent mset first wlith the ldea of the
"Communist Man" ae & higher goal, as something per-
fect -~ which will be realized by the whole of
soclety only after many decades, through lots of
evolutlonary chenges, always selecting out of thelr
ranks those who weont nower, who are violent, etec.
She was overcome by enthuslasm, and ran home with
the idea that Cormunism would have to reach Into

all »arts of the world as a necessity. Her husband
sarcantically told her that that was Emot a very
original thought of hers, becaucs this was alroeady
told by Marx. Then she started bitter argumenta
with her husband about “Marxlsm, whlch she didan't
know at all snd learned about sz her husband refuted
the Marxist Tformulas one by one, and she felt avery
time, that Marx was right and her husband was wrong.
Even il she didn't &now much about the Communist
doctrines she bscoms more and more convinced that
something her husband rejects soc strongly and abso=-
litely =- which was unjust in 1tself in her ovinlon--
mist be good.

In the meantime she fell in a rellgious craze sara-
1lel with her newsly found Communism. The day when
her first scr'pt was broadcast over the radlo, she
listened to the nreaching of a »>rlest who said that
every man has & resl duty on mmakxesrth; he has only
to find 1t and fulfill it. She felt atrongly after
her sneech that her duty was to write for people khm
about the Jjust idess she had, and which she could
give out through the uUrlter's Azsoclation. In the
relipgious group &he beslonged t= her friends tried

to convince her that hsr real duty would be to offer
her talent for religlous nurposes, and that she should
write religious noema and storlea. She was rellglous




g/

all her llfe, and therefore she went home eiter that
eventful day ralher confused. She was stlill more
rellgious than she was Communistle and finally agreed
wlth her religlousz frlends, and started to »ut down
some religlous text. But she cgouldn't asucceed. Fo-
thing came to her mind. She felt the idess strange
to her nature, end feolt clearly that the »roblems

in the Writer's Assocdation at the radlo, in the
farmera' ocooperatives and industrial schools were
much c¢loser to life. They wers the real themes =
whleh cantured her imarination and intereat. How-
aver, she settled 1n her mind that Bhe is God'as
child, was created by him and has eontinucus con-
nection with Him, but God cannot expect every single
maen to s»end his life nreaching about Him. She was
sent out by God to work and to 490 it according to
her best abllities. At the same time she saw that
pfther Communists wemkxkxas well went to church
secretly, =nd were athelsts only before the publle.
That way she coiild coordinate her strong religloua
thelinatlons with her Interest in Cormunlam.

Later oan both of the crages declined squally. She
realized that her religiouns friends dldn't follow
thelr »rincinlss in their actual T1ives and Communism
didn"t make the nsoole as haony as it was supnosed
tos Tlherafore the Communlata had to lle In every
fisld, and thils frustrated her. HNevertheless respon-
dent was mostly acquaeinted with ideslistic Communists
or att least she didn't have the chance to flnd cut
their real motivez. On the other hand the membora

of the Tprlter's Azsociation were mostly national
Communists, who were heated by the nossibility of
their victory over the “loscovites, esneclally after
1953. They had a fighting snirlt «ith hipghly ldeal-
istie slogans. Wespondent wasn't aware of thls po=
1itical background, not having bean interssted in
nolitics all her life. She didn't even Imow the

real difference batween the Moszcovites and the Va-
tional Communists. 5-e only saw and felt that she
belonced to & group which nrofessed h'lgh orincinles,
understood that 1t would take time to realizs these
srincinles, thersfore she ¢2uldn't exmect to smee

the 1deal Comunist Man £ll around her. DBut at the
same time sverybody had to fight for a obangs, to
replace the 0ld decadent leaders, becauss the evo-
lutionistic change can only hannen through the cone
tinuous change and Im-rovement of the leaders.

This way resnondent's natural dislike of the Huaslans
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was alse justlfled, =2nd when ths revolutlon started,
she was convinced that that was what her Communlst
grow exneoted. Thias was the change whlch would
bring a better solution that was discussed all the
time at the Virlter's Assoclation. Firstly they
would be Indssendent of Moscow snd secondly get rid
of all the 214 viclous leaders. KkxEixHiiYimexiiznked
ixiwit the beginning she wanted all thils to hanpen
only with & little unrest which would onen the road
for evolution, me it han-ened In Poland. However,
later on she wa: overcome by the herolsm of the
revolutionista and the clean solrit of their fipht,
and maybs from this time on she wes mostly wilth her
husband, the influence of her Communist friends
atonned and she was unabls to gracsn and concentualize
the events from the Communiste! angls by herself.
After the Russlens occunled Hunpary arzin, her frlends
beecame martyrs or escansed, and she suvnosedly went
on her husband's line about the real soclution for
Hungary's £t are coming from the #dest end having a
comnletely indenendent Hungary.

2. Resnondents remarks about her own feellings toward
Communism: "I cazme to the U.8. only four weeks ago
and don't know too much abo it it at all. I loved
Europe end wished to travel in 1t while staying in
Hunpary, but fmerlca was too far. I d4idn't know
about ths rsal 1ifs here, therefore I dldn't nur-
tlculerly want to come here. What I hesard from my
Commuhist olircles wasn't much good; what I heard

from my reactlonary relatives mostly on my husband's
gide was too good. However, I belleve ln those things
I heard about America in 4 .=tpla, that 1t 1z a really
free country, and therefors I am pnot afrald to snesk
my mind as frankly as I would talk to myself.

"For ¥ears I symvathiszed with Communism, but nobody
ever asked me to Join the Party. Otoerwles I would
heve Jjolned them. Vhat did I 1lik%e 1an Communism?
First of 811, I liked how thoy treatsd the youth.

I remembered what was the entertalnment of a little
sewing-mizxdmald when I was 16 years 21d and envied
the Communist youth for the snorts, free entertaln-
ments, ballet schools, etoc. Why couldn't I have
been & young glrl during that time? ihen I was 16,
I wanted to climb out of my xX=m=mown class. &I
wouldn't ever marry a neasant. If I stayed aqong
them, I would have v 'shed too strongly to leave them.
In enite of that T love my class, and I .11l never
deny them. However I never felt that I became more
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because I marrled my second husband, although he

lold me thls several tlmes. It alwcys hurt me a

little of corse, even II I npetended not to react.
] Ho hurt my human dignity again and sgain, and this
Wwas my main nroblem. I felt strongly that nelther
ancestors nor class origin makes uo a neérson, but
real human values. I eould never underatand how
my husband could hate Communism, which A1dn't take
80 much from him, so !thﬂﬁti?ﬂl{- And he could
never understand how I ccould praise Communism. I
was convinced that all of my Communist friends were
reael lde=)'!'ste and honsst oneonle. My busband aluays
told me about aorrmt onportunists and meonle who
only laughed st thelr own Communiem, and told pwful
storles about them. 'y friends from 1970 on, when
I began to synnathlze with Communism, told me sbout
ite difficulties but added that these t" Ings will
be changed., I esaw myself the injustices arainst
the former middle elass. Fop instance, children

didn't have an erual chance to study because of

old class orlgin. But I thought that thls was the
Justioce of nature, that now the lower classes had
the better chance. I beslleved, h:wever, that all
these excesses would be eliminated within €0 years,
becauege everything 1a formed and t{n-roves through
evolation. I sneculated very much about everything
I saw, but they could always give 2 good exnlanstion.
For Instance, I didn't 1ike their oractlice of taking
things from the neo-ls. hen [ argusd about 1t, they
seld that it was Tmposelble to s-uali-e the goods in
any other way. I didn't 1like this enualization, be-
cause I sald that if everybody has e blue dress, I
ulll sprsly put somet Ing on the dress Just to be
different from ths othsrs, snd that Lhe same thing
ils true of wealth. It is againgt human nature,
But they szald that wa have to giva um our selfish-
ness and vanlty in order to creste the idsal Communict
Yan; otherwlse we wlll be just as bad as the “re¢sent
leaders, who kill sach sthsr and care anly for -~ower.
I understood it but somshow I felt that something was
wrong. /And when I visited tho farmers' coonaratives
and hdard veo-le comnlaining about their eircumstances,
and saw the athelstie Communlst teachkor e to church
secretly, end met more and more dissetisfaction among
the neonle, whoe were sunposed to be bannler than baflore,
I started to heve my daxwXzdoubfts. llevertheless, when-
ever [ went home and my husband abused my wviews on the
Whole, without eny intellipent erliticiem or reasoning,

. e
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1 was thrown back to the other camn, to =y Commumist
frienda. e had a comnletely senerate circle of
frienda. AL that tine I wes not aware that I aym-
nathized with Communism beeause of the antagonilam
with my husband. He %old me I was B peasant, so I
thought I really belonged to the othar side. And
they gave me work and human dignity. FHowever, to-
day I am beginning to realiee that maybe that was

the real reason for my symoathy. I zaw that Coms
munism wasn't as good as they nreached, but I didn't
want to deny lts advantages. It wouldn't have been
right. And I still strongly belleve in a better

1life and 1In an ideallstic tyme of neonlw, who will

be different {rom ue, and mayhe 1t will te the
Communist Yan. I don't imow anything about nolities
and have a foeling that whoever becomes a nolitleal
leader, retas Into power, must erocss hls own consclanos
at gome nolnt and desert his resl, honest humenity.
Therefore I cantot belleve 4n ths soresd of Commu=
niem throuht force and nower, nor In »olitles, which
hinders human fresdom and equallity. Eut I belleve

in the individualsz and thelr evolution, and I am
atill looking for the really nobls man whom I can
resnect, and I hove my scn w'll bes llke that. If

L wanted to becone & reel Communist, I would have
atudied thelr dootrines, read thalir nhilosoohy., I
wepn't Interested in it a bit. But T still feel

that my Communist frlends were zmmksunerlor to those
old or young reactlonaries, who were s sort of death,
out~dated, and xI cannot believe if the success of
the old eystem In a free Hunpgary. Heverthelsss I
eamot get rid of the idea that a system for which
peonle are ready to dle and endure horrible torture:
auBt have some strength in it. That i1a why I ean
never undsratand Kadar and forglve him, xEaxxkons

I cannot understand how, since he was looked uson by
ug hya hero, he could tolerate 211 thoss inhuman
tortureg and become A traltor and a coward nuppst

of the Suassians."




