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CHARACTER DESCRIPTION

fespondent hes a pleasant and sasy-going nature,
and a good Benss of humour, always smiling, pleased
with the world snd everything, takes things in mer#d—
stride, 1s never bothered with problems, she's happy
in her new surroundings, very willing tec work, and
ambitions to get ahsad in har new life herse.

RAspondent comes of a very poor wWorking-class
family. Father left family v en 2he was & few months
old. Mother brought up the children, all of whonm
btut herself and one elder brother died in early child-
L] hood.

She is very outepoken and candid, does not Lold
back snything about herself. She has sone sort of e
religion of her pwn and wss Also engaged in selling
religious articles. She admires CJardinsl Mindszenty
tremendonsly, of whom she speaks Lthus, "That daerling,
sueeth11§} man, what a wonderful patriot he is[" l

She got in %trouble on account of selling religiouns
srticles and wes tseken by the AVH for interrogation.
gn the other hand, 5he admits with a poker-face at
having had friends, one an Italian - hence her knowledge
of Italian - "k single woman could never make a decent
living under the Communist regime.”

She nas nice manners; is very fastidious and neat

. in appearance; well-kept, manicured hands; and becoming
hair-do; dressed plainly and in good tasta. I have
o the impressicen that she is a lady of easy virtue but

great fun to talk to. &She told loits of good jokes about
the Communis ts.

She had some constructive idess regarding what the
new ilmmigrants should do here, and what could be done
for them. She seens to have a very good heart. She is
kind and jolly, altogether & gay, old dog. Jhe is looking
eround ®&lready for a boy-friend here, too; thiz being the
eafiest and festest way to learn & language, said she.
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I1I. MAJOR SALIENCE AND WARM-UP QUESTION

M or course, ths most important things I think
that the Americans ought to know about the svents in
Hungary during October and November, 1956, are, first
of all, that the demonstrations were started as peace-
ful demons trations by the Hungarian students, and the
Aussians turned their arms against unarmed people in
the beginning.'

"1 also think that it is important that the West
ought to know what TerriPt® dagtruction of the Hungarian
capital was done by the Russian troops.”

lTha Wast alao ought to know that the AVH is
keeping the whole Hungarian nation under & terrible
rogims .»
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III. CHRONOLOGY OF PERSONAL EXFERIEMCES, ACTIONS,
ATTITUDES , AND EXPECTATIONS DURING THE
REVOLUTION

"On the £22nd of October I didnt't hear anything
yat.

"On the 23rd, in the afternoon, I went to see
e a family I knew and it was heme that I first
heard abouit the demons trations that were going
v on a&ll over ths town. Wa have decided bto go
gnd sees what'!'s happening. We had to walk all
the way becaunse by that time no streat cars were
running any more. We first went to the
University of Weochnical Scisesnce® which was in
Buda and heard about the demands of the students.
We then proceedsd to the Hotel Astoria which was
on the Paat side of the town. Here we heard
thet the AVH was using gas bombs against the
demons trators. While in town I have sean an
AVH cary, the occupants of which had surrendered
their arme, and we have sesn two cars with four
policemen also handing over their armse to the
young peoplae. There were many overturned cars
in the stresets and we have seen how & conductor
by backing his streetcar in the middle af the
road has stopped a tank. The tank then, later
- on, was captured by the students.

§ "lLater on, however, the shooting started to be-
come too much for me and so we decided to return
home . We arrived home very later and when I
told pecople in Buda what is happening in the Pest
side nobody wanted to believa me because at that
time Buda was 3%till very quiet.

"Our demands consisted mainly of the Hussians
leaving Hungary, the—asoel Hengartam
fleed, and on the whole we 211 approved the
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demands of the young students.

"On our way to and from Gtown we were shoufing
8logans - "Quf with Qerol', 'Out with the
Russians)', and 8o on. Nobody of us could
think of any personal consequences that
might have resulted for us and neither did I.
I was not scared, only when the shooting was
become too much for ma.

"I believe the peaceful demonstrations turned
into fighting when first the tanke had openad
fire on the psople. T rather approved, I
must say, that people took up the fight
becausa [ wanted to see all the AVH people
killed.

"we were hoping that sfter the demonstirations

have taken place Gero wll not dare to speak
because everybody hated him, We also be-

lieved that the demonstrations mmxm will have A/
e effect.

"The demonstrators wers mostly the young people
from the factories, the industrial apprentices
and the university students of course. They
were mixed, boys and girls together. And as
far as I ¢can remenber everybody took part.
Paople volunteered with their servicex where-
ever and whenever they could., I have seen
many truck-drivera who forrged to and fro the
young students without scocepting any feea of
couree. Wext day, the more mature workers
also Jolned in the demonstrations and the
intellectuals.,

"There is one thing that was quite remarkables,
how disciplined and orderly the dencnstratssmions
and later on the fightings weare. There was no
anti-semitism oR F9eRSM  at all, neither
doring the demonstrations nor during the frweedom
fights, Then also, ]I have seen at the TWestern
railroad station, for ins tance, the shatterad

S S S U S & RS



F=83 7/111
&1

Shop windows of & jeweller's and all jewelry
was just shoved back inte the back of the
windew and nobody %ouched them.

n"The demonstrations have started quite
spontansously af ter the yopng people came out
with thelir Sixteen Polints, snd I am quite sure
that the demonstrations were completely
spéntansous. Furthermore, nobody belisved
what the end will be of the demonsdrations
becanse nobody had any arms.

"Hegayrding the _—__———  ptitcome of the
revolution we were firmly convinced that Prime
Winister Nagy would remain in power, and the
Small number of Russians whe wers at that time
ocoupying Hungary wotld withdraw. These
troops who stayed in Hungary for over ten
years by now have seen how much better they
covld live there and Zkw consequentdy many of

the Russiana went over to the Freedom Fighters
as 1 was told.

"However, when the Govaermment called for the
assistancd of the Russian troops ngainat the
Freedom Fiznters everybody was frightfully
indignant. Wa were convinced that it rnn
not Prine Ministar Nagy wh'o cilled in the
Russian troops Kadar Hunich,

"ie were told that the Freedem Fighters rot
their arms from the Csepel factory from the
workers, and also from the lamp factery. I
also have heard that &t the Budaors Street

Barracks the officer in command gave arms only
to the F'resdom Fighters,

"Regarding the organisation, I have heard from
friends a great deal about the Maleter who

organised the young Freedom Pighters at the
Kilian Barracks.



"gn November Lth, we have heard shooting

at early dawn, by six o'clock in the

morning we went out to queues up for bread.
Then we have Seen many young Scldiers

coming from the Budaors Barracks haif-dressed
and in rags. These told us that the Russlans
attacked them and they were taken by surprise.
They had to flee out from the city and returned
by by-passing the town. Before the Ruasians
=EnwTERED that part of the city where I
livad, the Freedom Pighters have collected
about 300 AVH men wvho were kapt as prisoners
in the police barracks at the Alkotas Street
and took them away, They were all alive.

1 By 2leveén o'clock the Russians have occupied
the part of the city where I lived. We Were
extremely annoyed to see that the AVH pecple
were taken away by the young people and not
killed straight away. We were saying, 'To
hell with theml!' 1*'If you let them loose,
trouble will start ggain.’?

"I was told that the AVH bharracks at the Maros
Street was not captured by the Freedom Fighters.
Here, the AVH men held out. They were 8hooting
now &nd then but mostly staying behind their
barricades.,

"Knowing the Russians, we were doubiful that the
so=called withdrawal was a genuine ons. We
have also hesard from friends that the Russians
were pouring into Hungary from Roumania and the
direction of Beregssasz and Hiskolc. The
railroad trucks were taken out by our Freedom

. Fighters. T don't know how they by-passed the

gtation.

"Around the 9th or 10th of Novomber I had, to-
gether wlth & friend of mine, prepared Kosauth
badges and thess I peddled around the whole
city. I so0ld them for one florin aplece. Of



course, I always had to wallk everywherae.
The shooting died down by that time but
there was a curfew all over bthe city.

"All of these days we found the old chain
bridge closed, nobody conld go on or pans
over any of the other bridzes either. We
had no idea what the reason for this was.
The next day howaver, we havse heard that
at the Western Station there were a great
nunber of Hungarian Freoedom Fighters in
railroad trucks, locked, and toc be takan
oult Lo Russia, However; people freed
tham and they escaped, S50 the Russian
closed all the bridges, trying to round them
up.

"Around the lhith of November, howaver, I have
segan that order was not yet restored and the
gituation is petting worsae. The suparintendent
¢f my house was a Communist and he pamixknid
sf found ont very scon what T was deing. I of
course had macde no Secret during the Revolution
of my activities, peddling the Kossuth badges
etc., also 7 could not keep my mouth shut and
I gave him very f{reely and very of ten my
opinion. Vhen the [irst Red Cross ahipment
arrived from Swltzerland, on the 15th T
believe, I thought that maybe T could escape
¥ith them, going out to Austria. Howevary I
heard of a friend who knew of a truck driver.
He then took me, together with a couple of
young people, to the border and from then on
I walked into Austria.

"On the whole, I balieve that in Hungary only

very littles has bheen gained. The Communists

may hawve realised that they cannot exercise

Buch & %error over a whole nation becauss they

Just won't take it. On %he other hand, I think
that the working class will fare worse becauss the
ATH will try to control them even more than bafore.
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1V. EXPEC TATIONS OF HELP FROM THE WEST DURING
THE REVOLUTION

A
"We indeed did expect arms from the West. We

have seen, for instance, that at the Szena Square where
good old Uncle Szabo, as everybody called him, who had
2 couple of Basookas,could hold out for quite a long
time,

"We also were convinced that the UgN. Commission
will come to Hungary, and we were terribly upset and
indignant when it did not happen.

B.

"The basis of our expectations was only that
we were sure that tha West had realiged that it was not
only in the interest of Hungary but of themselves that
they ougzht to help our country, bacause otherwise the
Russians will get an even more overwhelming power over
the whole Europe.

"We hoped also that the Russians will withdraw
from Hungary, especially after the justrian Peace
Treaty has been signed. According to this, the
Rusaians didn't have an sarthly excuase to keep troops
in Hungary any more, neither did they have the right.

C.

"T met a Canadian-Hungarian on Hovembar Tth at
the Hotel Pelace but I just exchanged a few wmxR words
with him, telling him that this is not the right time
to come to visit Hungary. That was all I said to him.*
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Ve S0CTAL CLASS STRUCTIRE AND ATTITUDES

A

My father waga a master cabinet-maker but left
the £amily when I was a few months c¢ld, and he went to
live in Yugoslavia. My mother mansged to keep us
children and until I was seventeen. Wa were five of
us, brother and sistars, but only twe of us sarvived.
A brother of mine and myself. He, in 1948, died.
Mother went out and worked in households, washing,
ironing, cleaning, cooking ete. You ses this was
some thing which the Communists never c¢ould unders tand,
I came from a really proletarian background. "o
lived in great poverty, and yet I never could take in
the commuriiat doectrine.

My paraents, of courase,; did never own any
property.

WI'm afraid T cannot tell yeu the educaticon of
my parents but I think that both had what was compulsory
4upTin-the time, the sixth grade., My father then had his
vocational training, of course, and he worked at the
two top Hunmgarian furniture plants & & master cabinet-
maker .,
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B.

"Regarding social classes, there are several in
Hungary. First of all there is the former upper class.
I have known these paeople well. Many of them were my
cus tomers at the newspaper stand for which I had a
concession in Budapest. These people lived very wiith-
drawn lives and rejected Communism strongly.

"Then there is another class of intellectuals
that has come up during the Communist regime which we
call the 'workers! cadre!'. These were selecied by the
Communist party, trained, and made office workers,
clerks, etc. However, they were very ignorant and
held thelr positions only because they were party members.

"Then there arse, of courss, the top Communists
which are a class by themselves, quite seperate, the
members of the AVH, the Communist Party, and all the
fellow travellers.

"The so-called middle class in Hungary who were
formerly civil servants, clerks, estc., white collar
workers on the whole, had to work in factories znd made
their livings as workers.

"The peasantry in the provinces is anothar class
by themselves. -

"The workera of Csepel and the factory workers aras
another class vet. The workers at Csepel were the great-
es t did disappointment to the regime because they liked %o
call them the Ry P GEPEL and the events during the Frben
revolution have put an end to this mess.|™ For instance, FhE
when the regime have abolished the Easter Monday as & holiday,
Saying that the workers demanded this, as the newspapers
carried the news, I remember because ] was a bua-conductor
at that time and working on that special bus line to Csepel,
the buses were nearly ampty, nobody went to work on this
day, and kept it a3 a holiday. Only a faw who fearad very
muc h for their jobs went to work.

"Regarding my attitudes to these different groups,
classes, I had a very pood opinion of the intellectual class.
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They were extremely ccurageous, had lots of guts, and |
worked very hard. During the revolution, however,

they were rather cautious; of coursa, they had 5o much

to fear.

"T'he workers, on the whole, aa I have sentioned
befofe, had ikzmax theroughly detestsd the Communist
regime, and even thos ¢ who becam& Party Members for
material ressons had not hbecome communists at heart.

"A3 to the peasantry, I talked a great deal to
theso when ] was a trevelling salaslady and I ¥know
thelr attifude. Even though they had recsived lands
allotted to them by the regime, they werenot sstisfied.
They were of the oplnion that while they were serving
the landlerd they &lwaeys were sure to get a ghare of the
‘nharvest, rain or shine, or floods or animal diseases,
and also did not have to surrender any of their own
producta, Thay didn*t have the high taxes to pay and ,
8o on, &nd so forth. |

"I really am at & loss to tell you te which olass
I belong, becaunsa my corigin 1is decldedly that of the
working class, However, myself, T have worked my way
a little bit higher up. '

"In my viasw, it was the so-called middle class,
the intellectuals, who suffered most under communism,
and then, of course, the very rich people who lost every-
thing. .

RIn referance to the attitudes of different
classes about 2dch other, respondent said, "The workers
waro rather jealous of the psasants becauss they had a
batter diet than themselves and also they could make
more money by selling their products. Howaver, ‘the
workers knew navertheless that the peasants did not
agree with communism sither.

"The working c¢lass did not like the new intellectual
class that was brought up and educated by the Communist
regime because the moment thay were put there on 2 responsible



jobs they were looking down on their former colleagues,
and sat on the high horse. On the other hand, the
members of the old intellectual class who tried to con-
form in their new livesa and to the working class were
mostly liked and admired by the workers.

nynfbrtunately, however, there were some of the
former intellectuals who became AVH informers. These,
of course, were wholsheardedly hated by everybody.

"The relationship between the peasantry and the
working class was, I should say, '8So=-80.' Many of the
young peasant boys became factory workera in tha
provincial townas so maybe they got on better with each
other. Howaever, the peasants hated wholeheartedly those
workers “aﬁﬂiiﬁg down on party orders to hold lectures
there. the former intelligentsia, however, the
paasantry behaved respectfully and they liked them. For
{nstance, the village notary, if he was & good one bafore
the Communists took over_ he was eslected as the President
of the so-calledVilaget (owwepl”  But 4if some of the new
intellec tuals were sent down in this capacity they were
hated.

iThe peasants respected and admired the former
higher cless, many members of which were deported in
great numbers and placed with peasant families. They
behaved very nicely and decently te them. These, of
course, were mostly the former kulaks whom the regime
thought to punish by this in putting intellectuals in
their houses end making them to carefor them.

-

*Even xmy though according to the Communist doctrine
nobody is irreplaceable, the Communists had to keep many of
the secientists, engineers, doctors, and people who had
exceptionable qualitias or qualifiécations. They Xix Jjust
didn't have the rightly qualified people to replace them
so this is the only instance where it happened and learning
prevailed, Otherwise, 1t has had nothing to do as to
how you could advance yourself/ in Communist Hungary, because
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the most important thing was your political convietion
and then your class origin. If you had &4 baed class
btackground, for instance, and you wers not a member of
the Perty you were gbke to receivae only hesvy work, no
intellec tual work whatever. Regarding the class
origin it was very important on your Cardre File that
your parents, for instance, like in my case, shouldn't
be a so~called "master' in his Job, because these
zgain were KkKept down and under as much as possible.

"Under the first regime of Imre Nagy, in 1952
and '53, peoprle of bad socisl background had 1t a little
bit better.

"The person who could get ahead in communist
Hungary must be a person who dossn'i zamxaxx care a damn
thing about anything and whe is willing to profess the
right political viewn,

Da

"These groups that get more out of the society
Zx®t than they deserve are the onea of the black market-
earing people, then the political informers and of
course the communiet big ahots.”



vi. FAMILY LIFE UNDER COMMUNISM

fe

nPanily life had to suffer greatly under the
Communist regime in Hungary. Por ins tance, people
of the old type intellectuals, the upper classes, had
great troubles in raising their children properly.
bebts., o Whatever they taught them at home, was
spoiled then st school. Children were stuffed with
the Communist dodtrine. Nevertheless, the Communists
were unsuccessful in impressing the childran to a great
extents TFor ins tance, even though you had a good mark
in Russiaen language which was the pré@rogative that you
recelive good marks in the other subjects also,children
just did not study Russian. The ahnliuhmunf?nf
religious instruction had also a great deal to do with
the deterioration of family life under Communism. But
here agaln, for instance, the fastory workers of
Diesgvor and Miskole forced the hand of the authorities
and had religious instruction reinstated at schools.
This again was a proof how "RED" the Hungarian working
class was,

"Ainother couse of the bad family life under the
Communists was that women worked together in factories
and plants with men and here the man was subject to
many temptations. fimmmxee The communist doectrine
and the society on the whole can be blamed for this
because, on the other hand, even though mmam women had
to work and do the same sort of work as men they never
received the ssme salaries, soc a single woman for
ins tance was nunable to live as She was used to live
bafora. And then, of course, she was willing to
sccept different favours, a pair of nylons, a nice
supper, etc., for her services. This resulted then
of course in meny divorces.”

Respondent was a singls woman living all by her-
self in those last ten years so 2he had nothing to say



about how family life went on during the Communist
regime and about how the children were brought up in
the last years,

RHowever, she was of the copinion that the former
middle class belonged to the mecond type of fanmily
mentioned in the interview, that is the family that
grew cleoser together during the Communist regime,.

"0n the other hand, the working class family has
grown apart but not politically. A man and woman both
were working, wers never at home and ¢annot look af ter the
education of their children. These then heve to attend
the so-called 'day-schools?',

"] also see the reason of the deterioration of
the Hungerian families and the heavy drinking that went
on in Hungary during theose last eight or ten years. People
tried to forget their troubles and resorted to heavy drink-
ing.

Respondent was of the opinion that those families,
howaver, who stuck to their religion did not grow apart
and tried to keep the family together. respondent mentionad
that she knew a family whers =Exxmx even though the man was
a member of the Party they went regulaerly te church and the
wife educated the children well.

B.

According to respondent, Married l1ife was wvery bad
during the regime due to the aforementicned facts,. Tha
marriages lasted for a very short time and pecple divorced
in great numbers.

Saxual morallty waes extremely lax during the Communist
regime, according to respondent, which wee pl2o due to the
fact that children were being taken to the so-called
Floneer esnd Youth Camps. The Communist regime also, a8
respondent said, encoliraged the youngsters to becoma seXx
conscious., Here ahe mentioned that, for instance, a
thir teen year-old girl heerd & lecture over the radio about




seaxual life, According to respondent, the number of
illegitimate children has grown tremendously.

"gin¢ce the role of parents during ghe Communist
regime has also greatly been curtailed, young people do
not carevery much gbout the opinion of the parents as
regards courtship, engagement and marriage.

WHowever, the respondent pointed out that this
does not happen in the real decent families,

"Prostitution was probibited under Communism,"
sald respondent, "but with this the street prosaitution
has incfessed of course, and so has venereal dissase.
Whitfpros titution was tolerated in the old times, these
women were kept under constant medicel control. A
sgscond infectious dissase, the inflamation of the liver,
was also brought into Hungary by the Korsans to such an
extent that at the hospltal at Uspest there was a Bpecial
section where they treated thesw patienta. The Aussian
Army was held, and can be held, responsible for the
introduction of gonédrrhed disesse in Hungary.

"Regarding the sexual morality of the convinced
Communist, this is something quite intersaténg. The
Communist doctrine on the whole always preaches the so-called
free love, but in marriage the Communists are extremely
strict, A Party Wember whd is married hes to lead an
exemplary married life.

C.

"If my very good friend, whi was my my Iriend
bafora '48, but later on joined the Communist party did
Bo Fep—iws duk as- because he had to make a living,
then I certainly would s8till remain her friend. I
had one, in fact, and she, despite she begcame & Partity
Member, went to church frequently with me. Hevertheleass,
the whole problem depends entirely on the friendship, what
sort of friendship, and how deep it was, because many peoplse
have discontinusd or cut off their friendships for political
reasons.,




D.

# Juvbnile delinquincey, as far as I know, had
increased greatly especlally in atealing and looting.
Of course this can be understood if you consider how
iittle people were earning, so people mostly stole from
the factories and plantx where they worked. of course,
regarding the reprisple it always dopended who was the
delinquent, If it wap a Party Member and of good class
origin then very light sentences were doled out..
EVerything went according tec the social background.

"I do not think that you can say Jjuvenile
delinquinoy belonged to one sccial class only. I think
that these young mhifdrexxarexdalimyxsmiz juveniles
deliquents came from all sorts of elasses, They were
about 18-20-22 years old. The Comaunist presas and the
Party usually plays up the juvenile delinquency il these
delinquents ares of the sp-called upper class or class
alliens &nd they play it down again If the jJjuwvenils ,
delinquent belongs to the working elass.

hJampec ia & teen-ager who is apimg the weatern
way of dreseing, dancing, etc.; thess however are not
eriminals to my mind."
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ViI, RELIQION

A
"Beligion, on the whole, always played an important
part in the Hungarian life and even though, for instance,
the Roman Catholic religion was oppressed, and if you were
sgeen going to church you easily lost your job, people were
not deterred by this fact, so they just went to church in
ano ther district where they were not known. In the course
i of my travels all over the country when I was peddling
religious articles I have seen that the Hungarian people
ramained religious and, in fact, very religious. For
0 instance, all the ohurch affairs and pilgrimages were
very well attended. I remember on September Eth. the last,
when I was at home, at Maria Pocs, according to estimates
ten thousand people attended the pilgrimage. of sourse,
the detectives and AVH informers were swarminpg all over the
Place.

"Just because religion is such an important factor
in Hungary, 1 think it was a great mistake, which was
committed by Hitler also, to attack religion and to
persecute religion. And I am convinced that finally
Communizm will bresak its neck dus to this fact.

"The hardkest hit religion was the Roman Catholic
religion, to my mind, and according to the best of my
knowledga. The Roman Catholie priests were strongly
opposing Communism and were unapproachable on the whole.
Nevertheless, unfortunately, there were some of the so~callad
'peace priesta', like Csapik, who tried to come ¥o some
sort of an arrangement with the Communists., Bishéb Csapik
was Cardinal Mindszenty's greatest enemy and he was the
informer among the bench of Bishbps in Hungary.

"Sinoce people are, nevertheless, very much scared
in Hungsry I do not think that religion is such a xx
bulwark against communism there that it could be,
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B.

"Personally, I am & religious person but not a
bigot, but I am sticking £irmly to my own raligion and
I am going to church regularly.”

E‘I

"In mybelief, in a free state, priests should
not indulge in politics regardless uf?vhiﬂhavur religion
they belong to. The churches af ter all sre consecrated
places and no such place should be used for peolitical
speeches. Unfertunately, in the last decade prieats
did take part in politica but I dlsspprove of this. Ths
relation btetween the state and church should be a
cordiesl one and on &n equal basis. No differences
between religions should be mada.

W]l consider the role of churchee in education am
of extrems importanée hbecause religion brings back the
moral standard in the family life,

"l also think that a sellective control of all
churches over the moral codes and movies, plays, etc., is
beneficial. I thoroughly approve, for instance, the
law that children under sixgsen should not be gllowad te
certain pictures, for instance,

"in an independent Hungsry I do not approve that
the churches should take an active part in a peolitical
life; however, if they do 8o tkz all churches must be on
en equal footing.n

D.

"Regarding the Jewish minority, I do not think the
Jewish religion has been hurt by Comnunism %o the same
extent as the others. The Jews maybe have bto thank +HI5
for their, I could esay 'team-work', und the persecution
against the Catholis Church was dues to the unbreakable
8pirit of Candinal MWindssenty a8 Shown and who zlwys has
mercilessly exposod the mistakes and faults of the regims.




The Jews were willing to compromise, on the other hand.

"Also I have seen that the Jewish people could
abstain from coming to work on their Jewieh holidays and
were not blamed or punished for that. A Catholic or a
Frotestant couldn't do sc because he was due to lose his
Job.

"The Jews accepted Communiem because of material
reasons, but when they have seen that they too are objects
of the same treatment as the other religions they of course
turned againet Communism also, but by that time it was too
late andtheystill Wie'%and remained, & members of the Party,

pERCENT

"As far as ] can judge, about seventy peracms of
the Hungarian Jews became Party Members.

"I think that the Jews were wholehasarfedly en-
dorsing the revolution just a® everybody else did because
at that time there was no difference betwean any
Hungarian peasant. Everybody was with us.

"I believe that about &£0% of the H:hnglriln JEWS
would want an independent Hungary and only L0Z not. Thesa
LO%, in my opinion, do fear an independ®nt Hungary because
of persecution. However, I think that if they would

behave decently they would have no reason to fear. Howevar,

when in 'L4l, after coming back from the deportation cgmps,
they behaved so disgustingly that they provoked the
discrimination and hatred mf under which they had to suffer
later on.
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VIil. THE HUNGARIAN YOUTH

A.
"When I say the Hungarian Youth I am thinking of
youngaters of both seoxes between sixteen and twenty-five.

B.

"The Hungarian youth plaged a very important
role during the Revolution. It was the Hungarian youth
that fought and died for us without any difference in
religion. The reasonsi for their actions was hatred for
the Russian rule.

"In my view, the young people have heard from the
elders how life was befiore the Communists took over and
how well xkyx they lived in those times, How they had
to live under +the Communist rule ewverybody could see for
themsolves. The young people were dissatdsfied with the
way they could get on in 1ife and were alsc dislikirng the
bad standard of living.

"The older people have admired the youngsters
during ths ravuluﬁﬁ&nﬂﬁnﬂywar they used to say, "Inforfiunately,
ix everything is ! AV n Nevertheless, the young people
always answered, "We'd rather die but are not going to livse
under such conditions."

"Young people rospected their elders and only hated
those who were holding soms Party post."

C.
Respondent could not glve any information regarding
Lthe guestion contfined in this paragraph.



D

Regarding youth's reactlon to Communist indectrination,
respondent said, "I was told by my younger friemds that they
attended thﬂgﬂﬁ%$'icll senminaries because it was
compulgory, sually either they read & book under the
cover of the bench, or they just slept. They hatad
Communism altogether and besides that you camnct enforce =&
system compulsorily on any country and the least on Hungary.
Look what has happened at the religious processions. They
woere always attended in surprisingly high numbers and the
official and compulsory celebration of May 15t was always
sparsaly attended although the latter ons was the compulsory
ong.

nvery few of the worker§ and the proletariany
youngstars had in the beginning accepted the Communist
dooctrine, elso if you asked the poor peasants who didnit
have any land they always hoped that Communism would
batter their lot, but they could find out very easily
later on that 1t did not.



1X. HAJOR DISSATISFACTIONS AS FELT IN EVERY-DAY LIFE

A "our main aissatisfaction in Communist Hungary was
that we earned vary littls, We could never make both ends
maet. Elther we conld sat, or we could get curselves

d:ﬂsﬁﬂﬂ oM

B. "Apart from the big political thingse, we were maostly
annoyed for iInstance by the so=tcallad 'social! thexExamrkx
ThnxErnapiexasind cpx work the Party asked people to do.

You had to do some typing for instance in your frae time

for the Party or you had to go out and try to recruit

Party Members etc. In shert, you had to work for nothing
Yor the Party; by such small things, they made themselves
hated thoroughly.

"The only thing I did for the Party was while I
wWas & bus conductor that I took part in the 'singing
reunions .t I had quite a2 good voice gnd 20 ws sang all
sorts of folk songs. After all, 1 had only & bssic
dalary of 570 florins per month and I xx scared that 4if
I'do not do somethinl for the Party I would he fired,
And this was the lesast I eould do, anyway.



X. THE ECONOMIC LIFE

A
Regarding the standard of living in Communist
Hungary, respondent gave the following information:&

"Only the Party big-shots, the Communist
Council leaders, could, for instance, live well. Others
had to supplement their incomes somehow and of course
there were many who stole from the state.

"Food wasa always, more or less, to be got at
the official price but there were certein commodities
you ¢ould only receive just before the big Communist
holidays. Other commodities were extremely scare,
such as meat, for instance; md we had always to queune
up for most of the food items.

"If we compared pricea to the prices of the '30s
then they were extremely exponsive. In '38 for
instance, we paid 17.50 for two pounds of lard while in
the last yeers it was 35 florins.

"Regerding clothing, this was a wvery expsnsive
item, I had to pay for instance for a very plain
coton dress 150-200 florins. 200 florines for a flannel
nightgown, for instancs. And therefore it was either
food or clothing, 8o pecople mostly went about in their
altered old dresses or dmesses they received via American
clothes parcels.

"A8 to housing, this depended on what kind of an
apartment you had. If you had a so-called 'old rent!
apar tment then it was not so bad. But if you had to
rent a new apartment, or an apartment that had been re-
built, then you paid through your nose. of coursa, there
vwere always ample and beautiful apartments for members of
the Communist Party, the AVH. There was & block of
Tamily houses at the Pasaret which is a beautiful and
residential district of the clty, as you probably know,
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here the privileged mambers lived in a coleny; of course,
they had the monsy to pay the high rents,

"Housing on the whole was g problem, nevertheless,
There were many <o- tenancies, also, Ry law one person
was entitled {o have only one room and this referred-ERtp CNASES
ALS o w hev husbend end wife lived tagether. Engineers, doctors,
lawyers were exceptions. They were sllowsd to have an
additional room for a waiting room or office.

. "l ccnsidered Lo have a telephonn the greatest
luxury at home bacause you had to pay 25 florin for a
company line and if you had a line of your own then

. 60 florin per month.

caused
"Clothing mmxi me the greatest problem while in
HUngary. I paid, it is true, it was costing me
nevertheless 2-3080 florin for a good winter coat.

"My standard of living has steadily gpone down
since 1948 and it was a% its lowest in 1953; this was
the year when my apartmant was taken away from me and I '
had to go into sub-lat. |

"I knew psople who wore better off than any .
others; one of them was the manager of an agrieultural d
cooparabtive - he just stole whatever he needed. Then '
there was an engineer who had a very good Jjob and his
wile also worked; both made good livings and they had

: an old aunt who looked after the ohkildren. Then there

was anobther couple wheo had no children so what husband
and wife earned was enough for them,"

When azked what she thought sccounts for the
Hungarian standard during the last eight years,
respondant said:-

as

"I believe that State Caplitalism &x exsrcised by
the Communist Hegime takes pgood care that the Iindividual
never can sarn enough money.

"Farthermore sverything wernt out to Huszsla for re-
parations paymant. Firot olass products and sverything
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that was of pgood quality was also exported either to
Russia or to the other satellite nationsa. Firat class
materials, textiles, for instance, never were put on

the domestic market. There was one State Shap in which,
however, the rejected export goods ware sbld. Hare we
could sea what wonderful products went abroed.

B.

Under this paragraph respondent gave her earnings
from the times when she was & bus conductor. Here she
had to work ten hours a day and with all extras and a
percentage of sold tickets ete., &he made 560 florins.

Her percentage on the tickets sold was one fillér on

8 regular ticket and two {ill€re on a transfer. She
signed 120 florins VPeACE-Losnteng and then there were also
the different deductions, she could not enumerate them all,
how much they wera.

Tihen asked whether she had a seperate souarce of
income, the respondent said with a poker face, "Yeo, I
had a friend. gtherwise, how do you imagine I could
have livedEiExmnxwiixk on what I have nldn}dundntly?“

"I have not received any wage increases while I
was working for the bus company."

':-1-

In regard to the quality and prices of goods,
respondent said, "I made my purchases at State Stores and
also at the Fres Market. 0f course there was a great
difference. For inatance I paid 1 florin 20 for an
egeg in the State Stores wheress in the Free Market it
was 1.00 to 2 florins. Pork was 33 florins at the State
Store and 50 at the Free Market. On the whole, the
food stuffs and meat was always much fresher on the
Pres Market than in the State Store and therefore the
difference was worth it.

Commoditieg, especially in short supply, were tha
consumer goods. These were always to be gotten at



fixed prices but the availability of these depended

on the harvest. Sometimes the authorities got around
the low prices by saying that only & bsbtter quality
flour, for instance, is available and of coursae this
was priced higher,

"Clothes are usually better at the State Store
or at the Commission Store where they sold Amerioan
¢lothes, but I mostly had to have my dresses mads. You
can see that with my figure it isn't so esasy to gat
something ready made.m"

(Respondent is rather on the plump side)

"Regarding retail distribution in Hungary,
textile goods, for instance, were always available
in the provinces around Fall because the aunthorities
knew thati et that time the pessants hava more monay.
It very often so happened that there wan & shortage of
textile stuffs in Budapest, for insitance, and also in
the lower priced ready-made clothes.

"There was s shortage of household goods, too;
for instance, soap, detergents, paper napkins, toilet
paper, etc.

"Ae Y menticned before very often there was a
shortage of meat.

"Tt wae extremely difficult to get fairly good
standard spare parts. These spara purts were mostly
made of seconds and, for inatance, alsp of artificial
materials or soft steel. I remember these items from
ny times when I was a bus conductor. I also remember
that monce fourtesn-year-old buses nade for export by
the TEARUS Plant wera rejec ted. They were made for
China. On the first day of the trial runs, many of
the steering wheels were brokan. Aleo, I remember that
it happened pretiy frequently that the bu8 company had
an oil supply for one day only left at the gurages, and
they had fto rush oll supplies during the night from
Debrecen. Commodities that were eopeceially short in
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eupply were, for instance, rice, black pepper, red |
pepper which was amaszing considering that Hungary v

grows it but it was exported;|salt, sugar and, as I ¥V THE

said, meat. Furthermere, fuel - I am thinking of

heating fuel,

"The black market was flourishing of coursse,
mostly in watches, for instance, and nylon goods;
but it was at its peak in 1945-6. At that time,
avarybody was trading in foodstuffs, There was an
organized black markst chain that wgs run from
Vienna.

"Black marketeering was punished and very
strictly at that, but it depended who was the
defendent.

travel

"Later on, when ixmds was resumed and per-
mitted between the different satellite nations, than
members of the sports tsams that went visiting the
other couniries brought baok large amounts of different
itema coveted very much in Hungary. For instanca,
they breught watehes Irom Austria, Cszechoslovakia,
gxpxmx {rom Roumania, pepper, cocoa and coffee. Myselfl
also, I did take an active part in blaok marketesring.
However, I stopped these activities the last two years.n

D.
Regarding working conditions, respondent gave

the debails again on the times when shs was a bus-
condud ter.

. "My working hours were elther from £ four a.m.
to two p.m., or from six s.m. toc three p.m., or from
J psms to 12 midnight or 12.30. There was, however,
4 spo=called ralief shift to which you we gesigned
for punishment. #henaver the Eﬂﬂﬁiﬁ $Tound you at
fault, first you were senternced to pay & fine and later
on you had to do the relief shift. This was from 5 a.m.
till ¥ a.m., then in the afterncon from 3 till B, and from
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2 to 10 in the svening. S50 in the end you could
nover get a good rest between the working hours.
Otherwise the aunthorities took good care that the
workers, on paper at least, had their six hours

rest. But within these six hours you &lso had teo
go homea and go back %o your work, s¢ 1if you lived

too far from your working place you never slept
enoughf. T lived quite near to the garage where I
worked as a bus eonduotor but it took me nevertheless
about half an hour td get thers,

"I had this job because at that time I was une
able %o get any other.

My colleagues were awfully nice., They were of
@iffersnt classes, some of them were plein peasant
girls, but the majority of them were women whoe even had
Doctor's degreed, intellectuals, and they wera mostly
all so-called clasas aliens. In this aervice, and this
was umky maybe the only one where your social background
did not count, it was killing work and that was probably
the reason. Very few pecple could stick to it for a
long time because most of them got all kinds of diseases,
8 tomach, kidney, ctc.

"Weo weres given uniformse while in service, one ssat
for winter, another set for summer, alsc high boots. In
winter, in addition, we got a pair of 8lacks also, Wea
hzﬁ to wear a cap. In the beginning we got the heavy
kbpis which were much too heavy and ruinsd our hair, so
later on wa were issued the Russian type of small berat.

"Regarding my superiors, the so-called Terminal
Leadera were members of the Party who were educated and
trained by Party schools. They were axtremelly strict.
Belng late was one of the greateati crimes. We had to
pay fines for this. Alsoc we had to appear immaculately
clean in sarvice, Whatever the pafisengers did, the
controllers took it out on us, Theze controllers were
also vary strick. It happened sometimes that when we
finished our ten hour service all of a sudden we were
told that we had to go on for one more hour and if we
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refused this disciplinary measures were put in force
against us, If you were lata three times, then you
had to work on the afore-mentioned emergency shift |
for a month, and the next time something came up against |
you you were dismissed.

"However there mwere many of the old school,
mainly the old controllers, and these wara very decent
and good AVMORED with us.,

"The Party also sent out controllers in eivilian
dresses who snooped around and tried to catch uws. These
people received, of course, & top salary from the Party.
They were supposed to observe us, how we displayed our |
activities, and whather we were CuvRi1EOLS These |
people also scted a8 agent provasateurs, They lured
the men, for instance, into pubs and gave them a drink.
If he accepted, then he was dismiesed.

1 was never afraid of any of my superiors. L8
can open my mouth big and am able to defend myself. O0Of
course, I was dissatisfied with my Job here as a bus
conduc tor but after all I had to meke a living somehow.

"Never thelesa, my bossea had to appreciate my
work because I was good at it. 1 alaoc was very polite
with the passengers.

"But I must tell you I always had & wonderful !
trick up my sleeve. Whenever I saw someone in the
bus who wore a big communist badge and was reading the
Szabad Nep and an expectant mother entered the bus I
went up te him, tapped him on the shoulder, and I
6aid, '"Oome on, comrade, this is what you are being
taught in the Communist Party? Be a bit more polite
to a mother who is carryving a child of the future under
Her heart.? S0 he was quite ashamed and T had a good
laughe

"Hegarding the Hungarian vacation plan, I cannot
say anything because ] never X=X took advantage of thils
vacation program. Besides, only people rescommendad by



tha Trade Union were taken to these wvacations. 1

only knew that you received 50% bonus on your travel,
It was the policy, howsver, of the muthorities not to
send hasband and wife at the same time on & vacation.

"The health program, on the pother hand, was
extremely gocd. If you worked you were taken care of,
and well taken care of, by hospltals or dootors if you
became sick, Also you could stey in the hospital, for
instance, for two years if you had t.,b., otherwise for
one year, Also the dentist and the plasses, ate. ware
taken care of by the Health Progranm.

"The pensions, on the other hand again, were
emtremely low, and ] have an acquaintance who
xexxx worked for 25 years and received only 180 florin
per month pention. Uy godfather worked for 30 years
with the same company as a cabinet-maker and he had !
22} florins per month as & pension. My sister-in-law
recelved 2L4 florins alfter 28 years of service."

E.
"I always have preferred to live in the sity
and would like to do 8o if 1 were in Hungaryw. Al ter
ally, I was born thers and educ&ted there. ,

"HBesides, in the provinces very of tem you
could not avail yourself of everything, what you had in
town. The standard of living was sometimes and in some
places higher in the provinces because the peasantry had
more money than the working eclass. I believe that
politically it was easier in the provinces because there
you couldn't foree people to anter the Party.

"When copllectivization was first introduced in
Hungary, I didn't think very much of Lt but I ve heard
that the peasants generally believed it wouldfwork o=t
However, very sodn they found out that it did not.
Regarding my opinion of ecollectivization, I believe that
1t Just does not work, especially not in Hungary,
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because the Hungarian peasant likes to work on his own
land and not for anybody elsa. All the peasants in
Hungary have objected in the end to collsctivisation.

"The first time I have heoard of collectives
being dissolved was adxklw in the Fall of '56, I think
it was, the beginning of September, when I heard at one
of the county fairs that?ﬂﬂvarnl places the pesasants are
dissolving their collective farms.
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Xl1. THE POLITICAL LIFE

o

"I was never very much interested in politicas
befors 1948, and all I know about that Communist Party
ie that I thoroughly hated them despite that thdy did
try hard %0 make me enroll in the Communist Party;
this was in 'L46 when T still owned the concession for
newspaper s8lling. A8 to the former Communist Party
ir Hungary in 1918-19 and Bela Kun, T have heard
tales from my mother how they bahaved at that time,
My attitudes towards the Communist Party are the same
ai to the §ociMLIST Party in Hungary, Ijust hate them
and that's all there is to it, My attitudea have rot
undergone any change, or mayba 'Tes' I hate them even
more for the way they have treated poor Mindssenty.
I am so sorry for this dear old man."

B

"The Commurist Party members can be classified
into two distinetive clesses; one, who ore idealist
communis t6, but these are very few; and the octhers who
assumed Party membership becasse of material gains.
The Party members' attitudes to the Party have under-
gone a great change. Those who were Farty members
gince 1919 and the so-called *idezlist communista' have
admi tted openly thet the Communist Party of '48 and
later on was no more the Party they thought and
beliaved to be, They had expected something else.

"1 am Sure that Party Morale, too, has changed
because there was constant bickerins within ths Party
and a fight for pover - T am thinking now =ikx of
Rajk and his followers. Howavar, there was vary little
us® in oposing the Party I am sure hecause the
Hungarian Communist Party had to accept Moscow's orders.
If one of them tried to hadge, then he wes callad to
Moscow, became sick all of a sudden, and died. This
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is the only thing that cheers me  up, that in the
end, one after the other, these Communist big shots
will kill themselves."

"From what T have heard, the Communist Party
members dislike the Party seminaries, the too many
meetings, and aleo, for instance, thgt & good Party
member couldn't event@2Ef something®his own bescause
then he had %o make the round in the villages and dis-
perse the Communist propaganda.

"Party morale, as ] have seen, was s3lightly
better in 1952 at the time when Communisat Imre Nagy
was at the helm. After he was ousted, despair and

. diacontent took over again.

"In my opinion,, the top leader of the Communiat
Farty are megalomaniacs. They are all Moscovites and
also they are sBcared to death, They bLry to implement
the orders they receive from Moscow and at the same
time they are scared for their lives.

"On Moscow's orders, they must try to enforcs
Red Coumunism.

N1 believe that there are yery few among the
top communists who are E—m&iﬂt'r]lnrty members, but H cor' V! Ve ED

af ter all since they have lived for 28 to 30 years in
Moscow something musi have been done to thair ideology.

"Whether or not these people are really svils,
or whether they are in error or well-intentioned I cgnnot
5aY. Maybe they are so mEpErzksdxiyxkim saturated by
the Communist doctrine and indoctrinated to such an extent
that they just cannot m=k see that anything else can be
be tter. I have been trying to figure ont what the reason
can be that these people remain Communists at =11, It
must be that it is for their materisl &nd personal
wallbeing.

"P hink there is & difference between the rank snd
file members and thote of the leadsrship regarding their
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mo tives becausae the plain party member, the rank and file
man, might be an idealist or is doing it for his job's
sake even if he is completely disillusioned.

"When Humgary 18 independent I think that the
wop Hungarian communists should be dealt with by a very
striect court and be given the sentences they merit for
81l thelr ¢rusl deeds. I think that the death sentence
would ba even tod lenient for them.

"The smaller rank and file communists, on the
other hand, muat stand trial and must accept their Juad
and fair sentences.

Ce

"I have not heard of any oppositlion to the
Communist Party before the Revolution such as slowing
down, complaining, ete., but I do not think that much
conld have been done at that time anyway. The people ware
terrorised so such an extent that they did not dare to
do any thing."

Regarding the activities of the intellectuals,
respondent said, "Yes, I have heard &boul the activities
of thesa people before the Hevolution. It was the
Hungarian Radio who gave out the news and who aven gave an
on-the-spot roport on these meatings. Otherwise, T did
not pay much attention to these meetings and haven't
heard anything further.

"in my opinlon, these intellectuals stood up
ggainst the roegime becansae kkwyxux there must have been
in their ranks also people who disliked the communist
regime and who were expcoting a change.



=83 17/%11
cl

II1I. THE AFPARATUS OF POWER

"Those who were members of tha hated AVH were
he scum of the nation. They were, many of them,
dumb, plaein pumzs peasant boys who wWere picked up by
the party and edueated for their purposes. Also, there
were many Jews among them who were filled with hatred.
The leaders of the AVE were nostly coming from these
two kinds of people; +the peasants, however, held the
lower ranks; then there were the rank and file members
who held no special status, these wers the ones wio
were the drafted acldiers and assigned to the AVH. '

“Members of the AVH who were heading the sc-
called Interrogation Sections and supervised the
interrogations were pervertsd psople, Thay wers using
the most perverse interrogation and torturning
techniques, Also, all improved devices of that wicked
trade. I was told that at the Andrassy Street, now
called Stalin Street, the one=-time haadquarters of the
AVH, for instiance, therse was 8 door and whoever crossed
the dooratep fell down to his death. Further, at the
AVH heazdquarters near the Margaret Bridge they had a
similar docr which led down to the Danube. |

"Regarding my own experisnces with the AVH,
T had some in 'LB in August. I was selling religious
articles at Sceged with the charge that I was pedidling
a paper that the Communists have tried to break up
the Virgin Mary celebrations. They also tried to find
a witness, 1 was arrested at ten in the morning and
taken to the AVH oflices. Hera, till six o'eclock in
the evening, nothing happened. I had no idea why 1
was arrested. The man whe was interrogating me didn't
illtreat me, EHe Just shouted his head offl. I
shouted back, and shouted him down. And this was
the end of it. At eight o'clock thasy tried to make me
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sign a record actording to whiech I have admitted my
guilt, and that I am & political agitator for Cardinal
Mindasenty. This I refused to do and at the time I
nged the vilest language with them and was very
impertinent. Pinally they let me go. It was typical
of the whole procedure during the whole interrogation
they never even asked my name.

"My btrother was arrested in the spring of
1948 on the charges that he was selling Holy pictures
and when the policeman stopped him to ses his
eredentials he beat him up. In the course of the
terrific beating at the AVH headquarters he received a
kidney injury. He died in hLugust in consequence of this
troatment.

"The AVH also employed the method of rounding up
of all so=-talled political suspects before the big
communis t holidays.,

"I have met on Nevember Lth and talked to him
last on that day the secretary of Cardinal Mindszenty,
Father Zachar, who was a broken and sick man due to
treatment he received from the ATVH.

"1 do not believe that an AVH man ever could
leave the AVH service even if ha is suffering remorsesn.
You know, these psople ‘lktnow too much? and therefore I
de not believe that they can just get away from the
service.

"If Hungary is independent, I believe that a
very striect and impartial court should dsal with the
AVH men and try them for all the crimes they have
committed, I am sure that many of this evil force are
minor criminals and did not take part, for instance, in
the different tortures, These ought %o roeceive smaller
sentences but those who have been interrogating and
tor turing psople - I think the most fair treatment would
boe to lest them have +the same kind of treatment they mave
to their victims.
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"When comparing the regular police to the AVH,
I can say that there was a very greajy difference
between them. After all, the regular police disxme
dealt only with the traffiec regulations and enforcing
them and also with the regular orimes of non-political
nature. I remember in 1953, they received new orders
that arrested people and those who ware under
observation or not yet tried are not allowed to be
beaten up. As far as I can remember it was after
ihm Beria's death that the atrocities of the AVH have
8lackened s bit.

"On the whole, the regular police force tried
hard to educate its members; the uncouth psasant boys
were sent to schools - anyway they had the eopportunity
to educate themselves if they wanted to, I do not
know about their military training.

"Regarding the effectiveness of the regular
police force, I have no idea. I know that they were
not accepting bribes since they never knew who among
themselves is a member of the Party and would dencunce
them, Even the police force was saared of the agent
provocateaurs.

"Regarding the role of the regular police and
their attitude during the revelution. in our district
I have seen that they displayed a passive attitude.
Nevertheless, they have torn down the Russian badges
and insignis in the streets during the Revelution and
the demonstrations - this I have seen for myself. Ais
far as T have heard, in our district,the police did
net join in the fighting.

EI

"Before 1945, the legal practice of the
Hungarian courts was known to be glways very fair
and strickly according to law, not as 1t became much
later under the Communist rezime, when, for ins tance,
the Judge might be a trained man snd—p—fud=e but two
So-oalled Workers' Cadre men who are assigned to the
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couwrt are telling the judge what to do and what sentences
to pass.

I have heard and know that Ths Peoples' Couris
in '45 and 'L7 were set up in order to desal with the so-
aallsad war ¢riminals,

"] &m Burse that notall allesdged war criminals were
100% guilty, and of thEsExsxsctxxthsxecexEmmiixcEiomsmx
mrmexttyne those executed not all of them had merited this
sentence., They are guilty in the sense that they were
pro-Jerman, that's true, but, as I said, the sentences
wzre far exsgerrated and not at all juat."

D.

WRegarding the Huesian Army troops in Hungary,
the respondent asid, "I mever have heard that the
Hungarian feslings about the Russian Army might be ‘due to
the events of 18LE. The unpopularity of the Russian troops
can be traced b only to their behawiour in 19LL and
45 when every between ten and edghdoesnE(GHTY WAS
S arep and the Russian Army was carrying out a wholesale
looting of ghe whole country. Before the Russisn Army
actually entered Hungary I, persgonally, did not expect any-
thing good from them. We had plenty of personal experiences
with them when they entered the city end came down %o our
shelters looting everything and raping the women. I
have slways wholehsartedly detestsd the Russians and their
ATrmy.

"The members of the Russian Army who were stationed
in Hungary before the Hevolution and the War mmExm for quite
soms tims have approved tremendously in their appearance.
They led & very nice life, tharﬂiﬂiiﬂigsigaanu anything they
wanted to in their own FXs and ave even learned
Rungerian, Some of them have top jobs in plants and
offices. Of courge, here the top communists frequented
them sccielly also. I have heard of one marriage only
among Hungarian girls and Russian soldiers, the daughter
of cur mext door meighbour, her father was the superintendent
of the house. She married & Russian Major right in the
beginning.
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HBefore the revolution, this was in 1955, I had
to go to thae St. John's Hospital. 1 was sick and spent
about two weeks thempa. Hera I talked many times to a
woman Russian doctor. S5he spoke Hungarian too. She
told me that even in RuBsia people can go to churches
and she too attended church regulsrly in Budapest. She
was not a Party Meabsr but nevertheless her mother and
grandmother, being bsck in Russia,; she was tremendously
homesick and wanted to return by ell means. Shae
always repeated to me, '"not everybody 18 a party
member in Russia.'! She has been staying in Rexsim
Hungary for four years but could not go back for a
visit becansea she was no allowed to do 8o, and she has
to stey in Hunpary whather she liked it or not.

“As to the attitudes or actions of the Russian
soldiers during the revolution, I have it only from
hearsay that some of them joinad the Hungarian Preedon
Fighters, I have ssen, myaelf, once that at the corner
of Rakoczi Street and the Andrassy Boulevard
Hungarian boys were riding the tanks; with them were the
Russians who were disarmed, and they rode with them. I
have not heard of any atrocitiea committed by Soviet
soldiera towards Hungarisms durdng the Revolution.n®

E.
"I have heard of Local Govermment Offliciale
who wounld be willing teo forget the rules and help
paople in troubla, Thesa ware mostly the old Civil
Servants who did not belong t.nTE‘-"Enrt.]r or who mayvbe have
boen membarsd of tha Party but only on account of their
jobs, I'hese people uwdually gave good advice to people
in trouble or warnsd them in due time. These pesople
never accepted money, they did it purely out of compassion."

F.

"Good connections on the party-line were the
most usaful means of getting around some of the regulations.
There were offices, howaver, where bribes were accepted.
Such were, for instance, the Housing Authority, or the
Income Tax Offices, also,in the last two years, the
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offices wherse you had to get your special licenses in
order to be allowed to pursue a small craft industry.
Maybe the AVH was the only place where you could not
gelt away, or rather get around rather, with bribaes.
Officlals caught accepting bribes, for instance, werse
tried and recelved heayy sentences - usually both
parties, but it always depended however on the defense.
If you had a good lawysr, you could somestimes get away
with it.

3.

I have no idea as %o how much the top people
are clever or intellligent asmong the secret police, army
leaderahip, Russian army leadership and the bureaucracy.
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NIII. ASSESSHENT OF FUTURE PRCSFECTS FOR HUNGARY

As

"I believe that some changes must come sbout
in Hungary because it ie imposaible that people can
live 1longer under such circumstances. These changes,
however, might have to be waited for for quite some
time.

"Regarding Kadar and his regime, I think it
all depends on the Russians. If the Russians want to
keep him, sll right: later on, however, he might be
replaced by another puppet. I also hope sincerely
that the United Nations will, in the end, energatically
force the Russians to leave Hungary. However, there is
only one affective weapon against Russia which so far
the West has failed to use, and this is the economic,
and complete economic, blockade by all Western counteies.
You cannot fight Russia with gentleman-like weapons,
you must terrorige them just as they do thes Western
Hemisphere. Also I hope that the United Nations will
finally send an Internationel Police Ferce into Hungary
until that date whem the Eusaigns are willing to leave,
because otherwise before they leave they would be
capable of committing the most horrible atroeities.

"The withdrawal of the Russian troops from
Hungary ocught to be tried by peaceful means first and i3
the economic blockage, Eu if this is ineffective only
remain$. J 4m sure thi /#ar between the U.5. and the
U.,5.5.R. the Americans would come out victorious bescause
the Russians will not dare to arm their nation since
the Russian people themselves are discontent with the
regime.

¥*Even now, in peacetime, the Russiang have to
kesp their people under oconstant control. 1 am
thinking now of the fact as I was told that people are
not aven allowed to travel within Rusasia, Russia

A
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would never dare to start a lﬁr-BEBidBE 9 - — et

—— LregemeTrhy I am sure that the U.5. has &

superliority regarding the quality of arms and men.

Pinternational pressure on the U.5.5.R. would
only be effective if, as I said before, carried out
strictly and mercilessly. This must ba the economic
blockage, and a conmplete one at that."

. (Respondant could not give any idea regarding
what she thought about the prospects for Hungary
during the last 0-10 years. She maintained that she
was too busy in making her living to think or dream
about things she knew could not bascome true.)



X1V, S50CIAL, POLITICAL, AND ECONOMIC IDEQLOGT

ios

nT would like er independent Hungary to be
completely independent and free so0 as Hungary never
should beacome again a Russian hemisphere and to be
used a8 3 base of military operations in case of
war. our geographical position is bad enough.

"As a political system, I would like to See
the multiple party system and a coalition government,
I would want to have free elections and a parliament
to govern the Hungarian peopls. I do not want
Hungary to be a satellite of any nation, We ware
quite well off when we were independent.”

B.

"hegarding the economic system in Hungary, 1
believe that both agriculture and indusiry should bDe
furthered but in findustry I am thinking of the light
indus try most.

nIn agriculture, just as before, the wheat-
growing should be emphasiged but I think rice culture ¥
has also its good points. Then raising, of course, 0F &IVE ™
8tock has &lways been a strong point in Hungary.
Furthermore, wine producing ss befofe the war. Yie
had a wvery larpe-scale export in this branch. Further-
more T would also grow fruit in Hungary for export.

"ia to the light industry, I belisve conaumars'
commodities should be produced, especially those itams
that come in nseful in the household, such as washing
machines, refrigerators, ete.

"The national enterprises I would return to
the rightful owners or if this one is deceased then to
the rightful heirs. The state farms and kolkhoszes
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should be dissolved and the land returned axzmx zlso
to the owners.

"The Qovernment should manage~as belcord  the
railroad companies{ Torsredamee, gas, sleciricity,
watar, tranupurtltinn,{l mean hﬁﬂaﬁ) eto., were
always municipal before the wer and thia is & good
8¥8 tem, The railroads, as I said befofe, and the
National Bus Lines can belong to the State. I
believe that wmining has fared bettser when in private
enterprise# and therefore I would return the mines
to private companies, and J would return the heavy
industries to %the old owners too. The light
industries, of course, fhould go back to the
private owners., Regarding the State Farms and the
kolkhogzes, I think that the State Farms should go
back to the cewners, as I mentioned before, and the
KEolkhogas should decide themselves whether thay want
to work togethsr or go back to individual farming.

"I think that it wouldn't be a bad idea that
the government ahould set & maximum limit to the
amount of land any one personal femily may own if
it 18 a reasonable limit. Of coursa, it i3 not so
easy to Say how much that limit should be because,
in my opinion, it must depend on the guality of the
land, You could make a very good living on LOO
acres if the land is pgood, and on the other hand
Fou would need 1000 acres of an inferior quality
land. By all means, I believe that this problem
should be seattled by experiSmes and not by me.

"Y would like %o see
a8 Presidentjllke here in the Unlited Stales,a president
who would be elected for four years. I think the
imerican, the Austrian or the 3wiss system = all the
three are pratity good = would work well in Hungary.

"There is no doubt about it, which kind of
government I wonld like to s8se in an independent
Hungary. It is the one that gives me all freodom
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freedom righta. It's no good to kmym be assured
of a Job if yon cannot live freely and eapacially
telk fresly. What sort of freedom wbuld that be?

Her views regarding the outlawing of the
Communis t Party are as followsp-

"I firmly believe that in a free country every-
body should be allowed to profess his views freely
gand therefore I do not fes any reéeason why a Communiat
Party should be outlawed. Besides, I am quite sure
that the Communist Party in an independent Hungary
vould never have any followers after all what has
heppened in Hungary during the Revolution and af ter
2ll the expériences we have had during the last 12
years."

Ce
nAs to the position I would want Hungary to
heve ideally, I think that an Austria-like sclution
would be the besat. I do not think that the
situation in Poland is something @ecp WT ALl-
proofs—and—en=ths~eother=immmd, hovever an
8lliance with the West would not be bad. But I

think that independent Austris is the most probeble prEFERREDN

chatrexfarcxe sclution for me.®

Respondent did not want to have any relations
with the U.S.5.K. when Hungary is free again, neither
with the other East European States. She, however,
would welcome the military reletions with the rest
of Europe and the U.,5.A., and by all means econamic
gnd cultural relations with all these states,

Respondent has not heard about the idea of
a8 federation of Danubjan States.

Regarding Hungary's present boundaries, these
are nnacceptsble for respondent. She would like to
see a territorial adjus tment which could be brought
about by plebaesecite and al2oc by international



arbitration. Respondent was concerned over the pro-
blem of Hungarian mineorities living outside Hungery
because, she sald, "We know what it means to live
under oppression and under the government of a
foreign nation.®

This whole quettion was important to respondent
Bince "1t is of grestest importande to all decent
flungarians .M
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Iv. THE FORMATICN OF PUBLIC OPINION

A.

Respondent had not heard anything about the
20th Party Congress or Khrushchev's secret speech
because, as she sgid, "I never read the newapapers.”

pE ML %00

Neither did she repesd (Senstor MeCarthy or
the Un-imerican Activities Committee or about the
fall of Peron in Argentina.

About Rakosi's private life, she only
heard that he had a luxuriously equipped apartment
and four different pleces in the capital. He had
65,000 florin salary per year., She added, "What
sort of a Comnunist was he really, if he lived in
such luxury?"

B. "During the last ten years, up until *L8

and I had the concession of that nswspaper booth

in Budapest, 1 got my information mostly from my

cus tomers and also by reading all newspapers. 1

was well-informed about the daily events at that time.
When in the countryside later on, when I was travelling
g8 & travelling saleslady, I heard & great deal of news
by word of mouth. Then I listened to the Hungarian
radio but moestly to Radiec Free Europe and Veice of
Anerica. Lately, in the last years, I did not read
the newspapers."

El‘

"E received mostly political but primarily
sconomtic newe by word of mouth from peasants in the
countryeide, from friends and people 1 met on the train
for instance. I always started an argument even with
Communist offlcials. Some of this news was quite




reliable if it came from people who had a good Spurce
of information.”

De

"Before the war, I read all the dailies and
aleo the magazines. I was an avid resder. 1 read
also books, mostly fiction, historical fiction toe. I
read them, of course, in jungarian translations; most
of these wore foreign authors. I read also Mitchell's
idone With The Wind"; I read books by Franuﬂﬁa Dumas
ate.

"However, after the war, during the lgst ten
years, I never read the papers, I only read the
comica sometimes, and then in 1956 1 started reading
the Hetfoi Hirlap. Despite that this paper was a
Monday paper it came out o day evening already and
literally you had to fight You even pald oometines
140 ﬁbﬂﬂtﬂ%’fur one paper, Its grest Sucocess can be
attributed to the fact that alfter 1P yeara this was the
firat paper that trisd to print opanly ths opinion of
the people, ttried to criticise the Communist regime
ang ;itngathur displayed a fighting end couragsous
apirit.

"1 was net interssted in other newspapers or
book8 because they ware slanted. I heted the nows-
papers for thedr transparent lies; either thay con-
trradicted themselves within & day or two or all they
orinted was just a lie, The only psper you could rsad
now and then was the Magyar Nemzst. This was the lesst
slanted paper.

"1 do not know that thera were any illegal
publications in Hungary. However 1 have read books which
were proscribed, I sven myself had quita a few, And
nT;ngnt friends we ware always lending thase books to each
O uhaer .
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"There were & few people who surrengared these
books to the authorities to be burned, but mostly
people just hid them. In fact, many of these books
could be bought on the black market."
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XVE. EVENTS OQUTSIDE HUNGARY

As
said:-

Regarding the aituation in Russia, respondent

"I quite believe that there is & possibility of
change within Russia, but since the Russians will not
give arms to their people I do not believe that &
revolution can break out. However, I believe that a
8low change is more likely and this also due to the
fact that the top communists under Western pressure must
change their policies. Also, troops or officials who
were in the West surely are telling paople at khome how
thinga look on the other side of the Iron Curtain.

"Had Russla free elections ever I am sura that
the Communist Party would crumble or at least it would
have very few members, But I think that this can come
abont only if the feared Russian socrat police too would
be diseolved.

"In my opinion the top figures of Russia are out
for Red Communism, I do not know what their motives
personally are,

"Regarding the difference between thes Russian
leaders and the Hungarian Communist leadership, I think
the difference consists only in the Russians being
much stronger and imposifgg their will on the Hungarian
Communista,

B
The relative popularity of the other Eastern

European nations,as sesen by respondent, was sa follows;:-

"Czechoslovakia i3 the most popular in Munpgary I
believe because this country has achisved a true Botialism,
more or less, Also Soviet terror wasn't so stromg in
Czsechoslovakia.”
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nthen comes Kastern Germany because tho country
is more independent than we are.

"l de not think that Tugoslavia is wvery popular

because after &ll Netional Communisa is not & good
solution either.

"The Polish people are very popular in Hungary
but only the people and not the Govornment.

"Bulgaria and Romania are the last on the list
ﬂf Fﬂ pul&ri t? w

"I free elections were held in these countries
I think that Communism would be defested in all countries.
0f course a small porcentage would always remaln
averywhera.

"The best standard of living in my opinion ia
now in Casechoslovakia, then followed by Eastern
Germany, then Hungary, Poland, Romania and Bulgearia,
comes laat.n

C.

On the situation of Poland respondent had the
following to say:-

"EEANXEX Comulka's policy represents a change
at present but T do not think that he will remain
at the top of the Government because after all he i8 a
Soviet puppet. Only in ¢ase if he Zucceeds in bring-
ing about a pgredual dbut very great change then he might
remain in power. ODtherwise, not, becaunse the Russians
are always changing their puppets the moment they start
to kick too strongly.

"The avents in Poland have Mffected mrarr- in
Hungary to my mind bacause at first wo hsve heard about
the Poznan riots in the newspapers and we all said,
"Well, the Poles havy started. Meybe we would follow
them. e were full of hopes xk at that time."
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"I do not know of any changes in freedom of
expression in Ppland befors OQomulka's rises to power.

"I would not have preferred the lHungarian
revolution to take 2 path along FPolish lines because
in that case the world would nevere haxe been informed
sbout the Hungarian spirit. The Hungarian Revolution,
@8 it came about and as it developed,has ahown the Weat
%what Communism really is. The Western world maybe
would have realized this any how but only twenty years
hencas. We, however, have shown it now."

D.

When asked what she thought of Tite Yugoslavia,
respondent said, "Tito is a national communist but I do
not approve of this national communism which is communism
after all with the difference only that it dees not take
its orders from Moscow. I believe that Titec has invented
national communism because he wanted to remain in power,
His relations with all other Eastern Europesan nations,
Ruesiam and the Weat are always according to the presently
prevailing political situation. Tite is a turncoat and
an oppor tunist,

"Not everything is 'fine and dandy! in
Yugoslavia, otherwise Tite would not need to bege alwpye
for foreign help, once from the Russiange and then from the
Western World.rm

"Regarding Tto's attitude in refersnce to the
Hungarian revelution, this was in the beginning quite
decent, He even gave asylum to Communisat Nagy. Latar
on, however, he danced back on his ward. He 1s the
typical turncoat, as I said. Besides, I'm sure he is
always scared.

"] think Titoism is approved by many pecple bscause
it is better, slightly, than Soviet inspired communism. I
am thinking nowof the independence from Moscow. It i® not
a bad seclution but only a momentary one.
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"I have no idea how mjxh popular Tite is 4in
Yugoslavia. 1 know that the internal conditions,
s tandard of living, labor conditione were pretty
bad a ocouple of years before.”

E.
Respondent has the following views on the Sues
situation.

"The Anglo-French invasion of IE:: Egypt was
quite right because to my mind the Suez Canal 18 an
international waterwsy and shovld be kept open to all
nations., Israeli had no right whatsoever to invade
Egypt. I also disapprove of Nasser's nationalizing
the Canal because after gll international treaties
lhave &0 be respected, and besides, Nasser actad on
Russia's prompting.

MEvents in EBEgypt had @ffected the sventa in
Hungary during the fall of 1§56. It was the United
Hations was busy with the Egyptian situation which in
thelr eyes was more important than Hungary. They did b
not realise that this was the most opportune moment |
when the World power of Communism could have been
& tenmed once and for all. Had the tmited Nations
interfered effectively, sll the other satellites would
have risen. The Russian soldliers who cams into Hungary
after INovember Lth #98b that they were fighting in
Egypt and were looking ];‘:Dr the Suez Canal.n

Uﬁ-.H'T

F.
"My impressiocn is that the living standards in
Wast OQermany are very high.

Wl approve of the Qerman re-armamant because
af ter all everybody knows the Soviet Union, too, 1s
arming. Somebody hag to be prepared against them.

"T do not know the Western German mili tary
strength nor de I know how Ekm long the general service
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is in the West Oerman Army. I do not believe that o
Weatern Qermany would start another war ﬂ:ceptfit is ir
with Russia.

"The difference between the German jrmy during
World Tar II, when ococupying Humgary, and the Rusaian
ODceupation Army is tremendous. The German Army never
commi tted attrocitiea. They did mot loot the country.
It 48 true they wers against the Jews but mnot against
the Hungarisn nation liks the Ruesians were. The
ferman Army was, of course, extremely well disciplined
a8 to both 0fficers and Engisted Men. There is no
doubt about it that the Russian ocoupation troops were
more unpopular in Hungary."

G.

When assked about NATO the respondent said, "1
think this is a sort of international police and I
think it i8 a wvery good organization. But I think
they ought to go into every country where there is
trouble brewing.

"If I compare this with the Warsaw Pact, the
latter one 153 a military alliance snd therefore different
from the MNATO.

"Ragarding the British Labour Party, T believe
that this party has more Sovislist trends than Communist
onas , Evan 80 they have a few Communiots in their ranks.

Thm "The living stendards are highsst in Western
Qermany, as far as 1 know, followed by Britain, then
Italy, (Oreece, Egypt and lsstly the Soviet Union."

H.
Respondents ganeralt impressions about imerica
during her first few months here were;

"] was very favorably and greatly interedted by
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the orderly way the traffic jia flowing in this huge
city, how the police handle the whole problem with
great eflficiency.

"Then I was very much impressed by the different
household gadgets which are helping tke housewife in
her daily chores,

"1 did not like 1it, however, that people are
all out after money so much and also that the wives here
terrorisze theigpoor husband®, It seems that in the
United States the woman is wearing the pants and I
disapprove of this.

BlAg to what the United States ought te do now
for people and the nations of Eastern Europe, respondent
said, "The United States should first of all exercise
its power in the United Nations and bring about =
Russian withdrawal from Eastern Europe, not only from
Hungary. Then free elections should be held under
international control in all Easstern European countries
and also the West should give long term loans to
Hungary so0 as to rebulld everything that has been destroyed
Exxmysd during the short-lived revolution.

"I think that the American foreign poliey is
much to soft towards the Soviet Union.

"The pmerican government shonld not accept the
present government of Hungary as the rightful govern-
ment. All trade relations should be broken off, not
only with Hungary but with all Eastern European nations,
as ] said before, because this would hurt RpPssia most.

"I am sure that people in Hungary would like to
see more Testern visitora, Howaver, the present regime
would not allow this, There are 3o many things these
people who reslly wanted to go to Hungary should be
told. If such visitors would be allowad to go to
Hungary I think that tourists would be the most welcome
because before the war tourism was a main source of
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income of Hungary, especlally for hard currencies.
These visitors sught to be told before thnu[ Ezh:h —enic SPITS

they should not only see the same—expords
country but should aleo go in among the poor classes !

80 as they could compare it with their own land,ApD Eryi Ve, ‘smubnaf)
A8 long as Russians are in Hungary they ought to

refrain from politics. 1 believe that we, the

newest immigrants, should tell them all about the

situation back homs.

"People at home would like very much to
receive Western bodks and periodicals and mostly
scientific magazines and reviews. I am thinking now
of medical magazines, magasines referring to radio,
sutomobiles, ete. Originals and translations of
different famous wes tern authors would also be very
welcome, I think the best idea would be to send them
t0 a nation-wide printed matter distribution company
which is in Hungary, the former Ibuss, now called
Newspaper Distribution National Enterprisze.

"I believe that people back home would be very
pleased to hear that we, the exiles, are associated
xt% with sueh activities ma wes tern visitors and
publications,.”

Raspondent knew that the Marshall Plan max as
launched by the U.S. in '48 was a kind of relief plan
meanty to give economic assistance to the smaller
countries, Respondent was of the opinion that the
Marshall Plan was inapired by the benevolence of the
United States towards these small countries,.

A8 to why America became involved in the Korean
War, respondent was of the opinion thatzxfimstyxikhaxEwikmd
Zinimx because the nited States wanted to put an end & T THC
wat regime in Asla.

h i
In reference to the United Nations, respondent s5aid,




P-03 59/%VI
c

"At present, I have an extremely bad opinion
of the United Nations because at the time when Hungary
did need help it failed to come %o her asssistance,
Thex least we wefe axpecting was that the United Nations
Bend its international police into Hungary. The
failure of the United Nations to intervene effectively
in the Hungardin issus has led to the bloodshed in
Hungary.

"Nevertheless, I still believe that after nearly
a year the United Nations will finally on September 10th
pass an affective resolution.n
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XVI1I. ENO'WLEDGE OF AND ATTITUDES TOWARD SELECTED
PERSONALITIES

A

"In my opinion the greatest living Hungarian is
Cardinal Mindssenty because he is the best and the
truest Hungarian among us. "

B.
Respondents resctiona to persons of impordance
. in Budapeat were as follows:-

"Despite the fact that he, too, was trained in
Moscow, Imre Nagy bshaved decently during the
Revolution and he tried to do his best for the Hungarian
nation trying to defy the Russians.

"Do I have +o say anything slse about Cardinal
Mindasenty as T have said before,

I do not have anything else to say about Rajk
than what I have said befores.

"iwm Gero - he was hated from the very
beginning by the whole Hation and sd was Kadar.

"I have & very bad opinion of COeneral Bela
Kiraly, a maen who has turned his coat so many times
cannot be an honest person. You know sometimes I aven
think that he might be a planted spy.

"Miss Xethly J= an cld girl but 2he 1a a
woman of good intentkons. She is a trus Social-
Democrat.
By
"President Eisenhower i3 to/mind a very pood man
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who 8tood up for the Hungarian Nation and for our
freedon. Also he has greatly helped us, the
raefugees, to ba abls to come to this country. He
gave his wholehearted support to us,

"I find it somewhat peculiar that Secretary-
General of the United Nations, Hammerskjold, did not
come to Hungary whereas he had the right to do so.
Why did he have to ask the Russiasns for permission?

"Mr. Dulles, the Foreign-Secretary of the
United States, is a decent man,

"Former Foreign Minister of Grest Britain Eden
. was quite a good Foreign Minister in his time. 1 de
not know anything sbout the Formér President of the
United States Truman, 1 have known very littls about
bim.n

Mikoyan, Nehru and Oeneralissimo Chiang Kai-shek
were unknown to respondent. Neither did she wvoice any
opinion on Rossevelt.

Chancellor Adensuer, to respondent, has a very
geod and accepltable policy.

In reference to Stalin, she said, "
God damn himi”®

Eeepondent did not know any thing about Malenkov.
of Generalissimo Franco she said, "He is the Spanish
dictetor who is one of the anti-communiets."

s Respondent had no idea who Anuerin Bevan was.
She had no opinion of Khrushchev and Molotov. Respondent
nsked who Ollenhauer was and hed no idea about him. Neither
did she voice any opinion of former Prime Minister
Churchill.
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XAVIII. ATTITUDES TOVARD EXILES AND EXILE ACTIVITIES

A

¥n respondent's view pcople escaping from Hungary
came mostly from the Trans-Danubian district. They were
mostly in the younger age group wwt Meny people wmmxm and
highly trained specialists, suchk as scientists, doctors,
etc., came also from Budapest. She thought that the
majority were men and that all social classes ware ro-
presented, even the Communists. She taewghtl that all r:FbQE;
along the borders many torn-up Communist Party Member -
gship books were found by refugees who passed the border
later.

The reagson for leaving was mostly the longing
after freedom or the longing to lead a betier life
than under the Communist regime.

Acecording to reapondent, these who stayed behind
wore mostlf those who had some family reascon or old
ralatives whom they didn't want to leave, and of course
the communists alsc stayed at home according to respond-
ent.

In respondent's opinion people in Hungary say
that those who came awsy have acted wisely. She disclesed
that she receives many letters from her friends {rom
Hungary wad who always prPase her for having been so
smart a® to come away.

Assuming that they had a chance to come to the
Wast and that the Russians are still in powar in Hungary,
respondent is of the opinion that very flew people would
stay at home. ind in her opinion these would be only
the communists and fellow travellars.
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B.

Respondent has not heard of Hungarian exile
erganisations who are active in the West, Howeves,
she mentioned the nams of Francis Nagy andWNifolfS Kallay as
individuals who were active in the west during the hast

ten years.

When handed over the list, she made the following
remarks, "Monsignor VHrga, I knmow that he was a priest
but I do not know about his activities in Hungary. I
only haard that he came to the United States quite seme
time ago.

"Former Prime Minister FPrances Nagy came out ;, I
believe, in "L7. Mr. Eckhard ia also hers in the
United Statesfas & leading political role and has come
out from Hungary around the '40s as far as I know,

"Sgcial Demoorat leader Pey@r is also here in
the United States. (5he did not know of his death
in October.)

"Hikolas Kallay was Prime Minister of Hungary
also is here in the United States,"Plfeilffer and
Barankovita wers known to respondent as former members

of the Hungarian Parliament.

¢ Mr. Fabian, respondent has heard since she
came to the United States. She has heard that he is
very active in the defense of the Hungarian issue AV

MAMI D = AiS  mEmr letters to the editor | in | ARS POR LISy,
the ngwﬂpapar.ﬂ)ﬂsﬁhﬁhbfﬂﬂ. “HE HUNGRREAS AN TEvEMS Y

filespondent knew that Otto of Hapsburg is the HUNGARS'A NV

Tirove PLUENVDENT .She mentioned that she knew that his

mother was the Empress Zita and that he is the son of
the late King Charles £k 2nd of Hungary.

Respondent knew that former Hungarian Ragent
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Horthy nut::ﬂ;%rﬂnngarian Regent from 1919-15LL. She
mentioned the Jermana have captured him and

forced their will upon him. He was taksn prisoner
in Vienna till he promised to comply with german
wishes.

Cas L

Respondent had an acquaintance who E;:; being
very homesick has roturned to Hungary but he has greatly
regretted 1Y and always ussd to ssy'I =ik wish I never
had done it: I never knew what waee walting for me here
in Hungary.

Respondent has hear’about the Communist
redefection campaign in connaction wi th two smnesty
decreaes. She also sheltered a family in her own apart-
ment who returned after having been promised by the
communists that they would receive back everything. of
course they never did. In respondent's viaw the
Communist redefection campaign did not meet with an
over-all succees because only very few pesople returned,
mos 41y for family raasons.

Respondent also menitioned that she knew & young
man who came out at the same tlme as she from Hungary
and who had quite & good Job here in ths Unitsd States
already, earning $96 per week, He returned in March to
Hungary and respondent heard from 2 friend of his who
shared the apartment with the family that he arrived on
April the 6th in Budapest and on the 9th he had already
been taken away and gshe didn't know what has happensd to
him since, The resson for his return was a longing for
his wife and small child,

Respondent i8 of the opinion that the Communists
started the redefection campaign Solely for propaganda ™V
e the United States and the Western world. They are
using thos redefectors on the radic for propsaganda
purpogses.,

EPoSES
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When asked what she thought the exiles should de
now, respondent s2aid, "First of all, and this is wvery
important, everybedy must lsarn English as quickly as
possible because this is very impertant. People should
accept any Sort of work, even if they are highly skilled
pecple, because after all they ought to be grateful for
this country, thst they were allowed to coms herae.
Everybody must be the maker of his own fortune, as we
say in Hungary. People should be hzppy tc be allowed
te live here.®

"People in Hungary always ask first about the
l¥iing standard here and how we are getiting on.
Whether we meet any friends and so on.

"I believe that people back home cught to know
what s terrific freedom everybody can epjoy here, V;'-HEN
because they still cannot believe it, Yespecially peopls /
in the provinces are not informed about the living
standard here.

"I am alwaye writing home everybody about the
wonderful gadgets here, about the different machineries
all for the purpose of saving manpower. Also I am
painting them the picture of ipdustrial development
here as compared to the 'bnckwa% back home.

"There are great many things I could personally
do,I beliave. Pirst of all, I would hold a 1ittls
lecture or pep~talk to the new immigrants telling them
about the difference between the two countries and
nelping them in getting them assimilated to thie
country.

71 &also intend to take part in &ll picketing
of the United Nations or the Russian Legation that is
going to take place. If it was for myself I think
I could go barea-fisted lfor the Russians, I am that
med against them. Later on, when I will be sattled
en my own feetmx materially much better then 1 am sure
I will always contribute to¢ all collections and
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charities which will help the Hungsarian cause.”

When asked whether she would like to Jjoin an
exile orgenisation, respondend said:-

"In as much as it is not a political organiszstion.
I want to join an organigation that is for cul tural
purposes only. This organization ocught to show the
new immigrants piotures about America and about the
way of living, about the whole state, about the
population, eto., showlng them the possibilities America
can offer %o them, The young people ought to be held
busy with schools so as they should not have any
opinion to take teo drinks, The organization sahould ‘!‘f"-n"'!ﬂ'c oS,
taee lec tures also.

"I think that this organization should represent
8ll immigrants, the pre-revolutionary ones and the new
ones also. The work must be done together because we,
the new ones, can learn from the old immigrants a
graeat deal.m

Xhagarding the variocus Hunggrian political
parties, respondent said, i1~

"Before 1948 I had heard of the JMnwHetde@SParty
which was a good party, embracing all the Hungarian
paasants. Then there was alsp the Social Democratioc
Party which wasn't bad; anyway, it was bhetter than the
Communist Party. Then there was a gquite good Party,
the Christiin Democrats. I don't remember any others.
I haven't heard any parties in exile.

npY to the partles that were resuling activity
during the Revolution, I was for this action because a
one pariy system 18 no good at all, However, it was
not right that they resumed their activities so early.
They 5honld have walted for the outcome of the Revolution.

"I am sure that some of the groups that went into
exile previously would have been welcomed in Hungary but
net all of coursa,.,"
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Regarding her own plane for the future,
respondent sgid, "I would go back to Hungary only
if the Russians are no more there.

T think 4t is very laudable if children of
Hungarian parente learn Hungarian also as well as
English in the United Stetes. The more languages
you know the more mewirdw lifelS™iov [ftAve "



XIX. ATDIENCE REACTIONS TO RADIO AND LEAFLETS

4.

"While in Hungary I was always listening to
foreign radio atations, I mostly listened to the
Radio Pree ELurope, Voice of America and sometimes to
the BBC. Radio Free Europe was jammed most, I al-
ways liatened to the Hungarian radio broadcasts and
usually snd gquite regularly by night because reception
was by far the beat at that time.

"Of course I told everybody even though 1t was
prohibited about everything what I have heard and so the
othars. I listened on my own radioc and sometimes alone
or sometimes with friends.

A5 to Lhe reliability I preferred Volce of
America and BBC and thought not a =t about the news of
Radio Free Europe. GREND DEAL

"Even thoughX there was risk inveolved in listening
to foreign broadcasts people didn't care very much about
it and were not deterred by this fact. Usually the
pénalties ware a coupls of months of prison.

"T judged the accuracy of these radio broadcasts
by comparing them to my own experiences and to the news
of t“he Hungarian radio. In my opinion;, before the
Revolution, these brosdcasts had a great effect because
avarybody implicitgly believed them. During the
Revolution averybody was listening to the (nited Nations
sessione a3 broadcast ovdr the foreign radio.”

When asked whether or not Radic Free Europe,
in her opinion, has helped to incite the Hungarian
people by holding out promises of Western help,
respondent said:-

"T have not heard of any inciting but maybe it
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occurred when I did not liaten. I have not heard
any promises te be broadecast by Radio Free Europe.
People were always expecting help, especially when
they listened to United Nations Sessions. They
hoped that the international police forece wbuld be
sent after all.

"Radio Free Europe should continune by all
means %o broadcast into Hungary because the Hﬂnﬁlr%fl
Radio at present is completely unreliable 2nd ts & FE
means the only link with the West for them. The
Hungerians have always Leen interested in the forelgn
political cvents all over the world.

“] believe thet political and econcmic news
would always be welcome but the anti-communist pro-
paganda should ba toned down because otherwise the
conmunis t&8 will start to jam the stations again.
Programmes éboub 1life in the United States and about
Wes tern Burope would be very good. I would think
that Hungarian performances of Western dramas would
alsc be very popular if broadcast -T@ Hungary.

Ba
Respondent has onily lheard about the differsnt

lsaflets that dropped into Hungary and bas not seen
any of them.

D
regarding the motives and poals of Lhe Westisrn

groups that broadeast and aend lszaflets into Hungary,
respondent thought that all of them had the same ldeas
and this was to enlighten the Hunparian people abous
communisn. The Voice of Americs and the B B C in her
opinion aimed only to give news. and relisble news at
that.

Respondent mentidned in the Radio Free Europe programé
what Bhe called the "hlack voice". She said that
it wae an extremely popular program and it was quite
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quite uncanny how wonderfully well informesd the people
in Radic Free Europe were. Everybody enjoyed greatly
when he listedxthe communist big-wigs and their orimes.

Txxxuxhaprensgciiipscxonpiines It heppened often that
something happened in Hongary = d within an hour 'the
'black voice' gave out the news over the radio,




XX. CHILD REARING AND DISCIPLINE

When asked to give an idea of her views on how
ehildren should be brought up, reapondent said:-

"T helieve tlhat sincerdity is the most important
thing in bringing up ochildren, The children should
never Jﬂ&gﬂffﬁeir parents, that they have lied to them.
A parent must be absolutely frank and eincere with the
child. A child must be brought up in a religious
bellef. It does not matter what kind of religion. A
child must learn to attend church alsoj this is very
important, Lo my mind,

"A ochild must ba educated to be polite end have
nice manners, Also, I 1like to put emphasis on sporis.

"With girls [ £find it extremely impor tant that
the 'facts of life! should be told at an early age by
the mother. It happened in my 1ife that my mother did
not do s0 and I have greatly suffered for this omlsslon.

"I approve that children must be discliplined. |
But not always by phyaioclsl punishment. You can achleve
8 great deal by talking to a child, Physical punish- H/
ment, however, if it is ressonable and in very btriel F =
cases can bs administersd to small children.

" The treatment for boys aend girls must be
different of courde. Boys must ba brought up more
strictly and with mors discipline and as I just said
a teen-ager girl must be taught by her mother how to
behave in diffsrent circumstances. If it is dens
8o, the girl will never leagd an immoral life,.

"] remember whan I was about four years old I
do not know what I have done wreong but I remember I
have talked back to my mother and was sgssy with her.
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She gave me a good hiding end then put me into the
Corner wnere 1 had to kneel on corn grains until 1
had asked her pardon.

"Whenever I brought basck & bad report card
from achodl it was my brother who beat me up. |

"Among paople I know there were many who
disciplined their children xmtk even when they were
quite grown up. Under the communist regime un- |
forfunately this did not happen any more bscause
childrsn at school were indottrinated dgainst their
parental and teacher's authority. The eduscation of
children varies of coursie within the difference of
the classes. The upper ¢laasses give a much batter
education to thedir children, also they let thanm
attend school for & longer period. The child of &
poor family is getting his education in the strests
altio if his parsnts sre working. Children of the
upper classes and the hipgher middle class racsive
the best education in Hungary before the Communist
roegime. However, in these last ten yearss the
Situatlon has greatly changed. The Communist
regime maintains to help the parents when they
gpen the day schopls. In fact, it was only because
they wanted to indoctrinate the young poople.

"However, a great deal depended on thair
teacher. If the teacher was of the aold school,
everything wes all right with the kids that grew up
under him. However, if she or he was & Party Hember
then things turned to the worst of courss.

"Physical punishmant in gensral is abandoned
now between the ages of 12 and 13 for boys and girls.
Punishment in general depende of course on the family,
but it is usually sbandoned for boys and girls
betwaen 15 &nd 16.

"The changes were preat during the last ten
years in the way children wore disciplined during their
First eight vears 4in zchool. Before the Communists
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the teachers sometimes gave alaps to the children, pui
them into the corner and gave them slaps on thelr
finger naila or palms. How during the Communist
ragime physical punishment has been abdlished by the
communists and only the reporti cards were left as a
means of discipline.

nhe characteristics 1 value most in friend are
pincerity and honesty. I de not care 4o which social
clasa she belongs.

"Changes in friendship under Communism did occcur.
It 30 héppeaned that frlendships were broken off but on
the other hand it alse happenad that a friendship becans
even better if people had complete and uttter confidence
in sach other. New friendships, of courss, were made
less frecuently because people did not care to talk so
EER openly, 8o the new frisndships were rather on the
suparficial side.



