CHARACTER DESCRIPTION:

Subject 1s a young man of niddle helght with straight
brown halr that 1s well kept; hss deap-set feverishly
shining brown ayes and rather fine bone structurs. He
is ggrefully dressed in comperison to his filnanciasl
abllity and hag in general, e smooth, pleassnt appear-
ance,

Reapondent coms &n affectionate religious well-
doing peasant (lulak) family, where all the members
were ready lor sacrifice towerd each other. This
mlgbt be dus partly to the long slckness of his mother,
who had dlabetlis. ©Subject seemed to be the favorite of
the mother and was apolled by her slmost as if hes would
have been a girl, As a result, he 1s much more inter-
ested inifund cooking than in pelitics or world events,
has o dolivate taste in food and colors and shapes. Ha
likes theater, dancing, but not the movies and TV. Lacls
real friendship hers and finds the Americans toco meterl-
elistic, He 1s versatile. On the whole, hs could be set
as a typlcal exsmple of the peesgnt-aristocrats, wilch
was a very Hungerlen phenomenon and reaulted with its
enerous noble pride the individusllam of the Hungarian
olk, The Communists Imew well why they considerad the
kulaks as strlotly class enemles just as ths aristocrata,
and anmihilated them with the ssme pasasion, Respondent's
antl~Communism 1s deep and convinced. He rejects Commnism
as basically hostile for him and for human nature in its
pruuu?t form, and has no doubts makkkme and smotions to-
ward 1t.

At the eveluatlion of his answers, the followlng should be
considered mbout the respondent: his baslc nature is mix
calm, indiffirent tending toward perfection in his wrk.
He is able to learn from other peoples' unsuccesa and

has a sort of reserved wisdom. It was a pity not to edu-
cafe him, because he hes a constructive, sometimes finely
polished mind of an englneer or an architect., He thinks
quite long sbout his answers end often formulates them
with unexpected accuracy., He has almost no ambitions,
And exactly at that point a second nuture raveesls in

nim, A terible nervous tension, which causes 8 sontinusun
fear in him. He trlies to escepe into fatalism, which
works, becouse he slways gets whet he is afrsid of, and
then he becomes & pesaimist. He wants to balance this



3/

religion. If his sensitiveness gets worth, he escam s into

siclimess and nervous breakdowms, end gives up himself for
a vhile complately. In hia present, very difficult situ-
ation, where he has to work unnaturally first time in his
1ife et night and has financisel troucles because of his
low selary, hs tells, it would be ths best again to get

a nervous brealiown, At present, he hes s food polison-
ing, eats slmoat nothing, and suffers In sleeplessness,
Cannot relax easlily and rolla up in a corner, as o hunted
animal, froa time to time. His nervousness and £ de-
fensive attltude can be due to .le years Emx as a pri-
soner of war In Russia, or reversa, Hs becams a war pri-
soner because of his defensive character, Due to this
characteriastioc, he behaved during the revolution as
cautiously =nd pasaively as possible 1in spite of his
basie l1deslism. His mind is full of the cessing momory
of the old femily 1ife and the regret about the loat
home, the "lost paradise." Therefore, his only goal

is to get back to nature and have "an spartment with

my own furniture,”

Due to subject's late arrival, immk during the ono-and-
a~half day mveilable,imkmmxm the Interviewer had to
sidp some questions and detaslla of ninor lmportance

and had to be satiasfied with short answers.
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II. MAJOR SALIENCE AND WARM-UP QUESTION

thase
"Americans should know about ke events in Hun-
gary during the autumn of 1956: 1) The people
who took part in the Hungarian revolution expected
armExfe armed intervention Tfrom America or, at
least, ammunition., 2) We heard over the radio,
the UN resolutlons and then, nothing happened.
In this way, the Rusglans undersetood that they

had a green light."

T1/h
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CHRONOLOGY OF PERSONAL EXFERIENCES, ACTIONS, AT-
TITUDES AND EXPECTATIONS DURING THE REVOLUTION .

"I heard about the revolutlion on October £€3. I
was on a commission as a degp drillsr near Tata-
banya (in a small village)., On the evening of
Oetober 23, I went to the theatre where a group
of visiting actors from Budapesat were performing.
After the performance, they told some members of
the audlence that a small revolution was golng on
in Budapest., At the time of the troupe's leaving,
1t was difficult to get through the city in a bus
because of the crowd that was demonstrating. The
whole thing soundsd strange to us but nobody .
cared too much. We went home and had no idea what
all of thils really meant.

"Cn the morning of October 24, I went to work as

usual and heard from my collieaguss some more about

the ravelution -~ that fighting was going on in Buda-

pest, Around noon, we heard over the radio, that

on the Marglt Bridge smmx=x some Lroops surrendered,

and an announceament was made about the Statarium --

ard amnesty for those who would surrender. WRis

We had a task wage system witholt fized working hours,
Therelfore, while liatening to thls nstie we agreatl ,
that swe would finish the Job quickly and go to 4
Budapest as soon as posaslble. PFlyve of us ‘set

forth for Budapast on the morning of October 25,

Oyr train did not run into the West Central Station
when we reached Budapest but stopped in the suburbs
around Ujpest. We continued our Journey in a atreet-
car. The city around ?aciut wae quiet, In front

of an army barracks, howevars heavy Euard could be
Been == about ten times mnrﬂﬂ¥han Heaching
the West Central Station, I saw some ruinﬂ but not
many. From tha West Central Stetbn, I had to con-
tinue golng on to Marton Streat in the Hinth Digtrict
of Budapeet 3yx® on foot. 'This was the place where

I lived. Thers was no traffic on the etrest at all.
There were rulned tanks and torn electric wires all
over. I heard scme shooting from a dletance. In
front of the National Theatre, 1 stopped with a orowd
who looked upon the remains of the Stalln Statue.
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. "Some people hammered some places of the sbtatue
as souvenirs. A woman started to talk to me
about the events but, distruet still maptered
the people. They were afrald to talk too freely.
On the great boulevard, the Horizant (the Russian
Library) was set on fire. The street was covered

about 50 yards long) with high pilles of broken
usglan records.

" "I continued walldng and around Mester Street
thers was some fighting.

w3




"A policeman told me that 1t would be dengerous
to po torough thaet atreet. He advised me to
take another street instead, The pollice, who
apparently were indiffirent, guarded the street.
I took Ullcl Street instead. I had to run on
this street becsuse some shooting started. Two
glrls came from the opposite direction and when
they saw me running, theyshouted to each other,
'Look} there are men, too, who run away. Letls
run}!

"0 course, I was afraid. The whole situation

was so unexpected to me and I did not lmow what

1t really was, T started Lo welk from tha Vest

Central Station with one of g colleagues. How.

ever, he wanted te Joln the flghting end lsft |
ma around the Oreat boulevard., Altogether, it

took me ebout three hours to pet home to Marton

Strest; to our company's workaiena' hotel,

"During the following days, I moved around only

in the Ninth Distriect becusse 1t wes desngerous

to go any further. Our neighberbood wes quiet.

o d%rl some shonping for food. The astores wero

opensl, but very little food wes aveilesbles I

saw & Red Croass truck in the middle of the strestBurved oul,
The Russlans had no respect sven for the ambulances,

"On October 26-27, I mat revoliutionaries on tis .
stﬁ‘&at. Boys, 20-21 years old, walldng wiTh JARWEA@Re - UNS,
On "%ib dey, & truck came to our street loaded
wilth such youngsters, They stopped and started
talldng to the people. They read thelr demands.
Marton ftreet was very nerrow end the Russians,
who rumblecd up and down on the avenues, were
afrald te come into those nerwcw streets be-
cause of the 'llolotov Cocktslls,! So, tha
youngsters could hold thelr apeeches undistur-
bed. They read thelr points and asked for
further chenges In the government of Imre Hugy
and also for the withdrawal of Russl an broops.
They called upon ths pecple bto atrilke.

wenT
"On October 28, IAto fimdw liefslejis Street to
gen my father ftuis was near ths Eastern Central
Station) end talksd the evants over with him,



li~52

e ' 111 /7

"I did not believe in the success of the revolu-
tion Tor & minmte. I was in Fuasia for three
years as g prisconer-of-war. I nmew tha Russiana
and knew that even 1f one Russian soldlier re-
mained in Hunpgary, there would be nopa for
liberation, The Commnists will averything
in order to keep thelr powar.

"During those days, otherwise, I was mostly at
home, tallking to my collsagues and liatening
to' the redio. The whole city was walting for
the UN action, From one day to the other, the
Rusdl ans disappeared from the streets of Buda-
peat but, I heard that thev did not go fer,
They hald ell of the alrflelds and the entire
withdrawal was only a concentration of troops,
The radlo talled about the govermment and ths
revival of the different mrties. In my agﬁninn,
those polltleal stepa were tlhoughtleass. Th
Russians were stlll there, I think that the
military steps would have beon mmich more im-
portant.

"Around October 30, the best Hungarian armoured
@ivision arrlved in Budaps ot. I saw them crosa-
Ing the Liberty Bridge, Tals was the first oo-
caslon during which I had some hope. Haybe,
something would happenif.fisthrew leafkts end
evarybody wes jubilant, Then, scms gulet days
peaged and then, cams the nipght of November 3.
I went to sleep, as usual, when I suddenly woke
up to the 5.0.5. signal of Imre Nagy. Some-
body turned on the radio. However, alter ths
S.0.,58, slgnsl, only muelc wes played over ths
radio, e did not lmow enything more. Soon
afterward, we heard the cemmon shota coming
from the dirsction of Soroksar, In ths fore-
noon, the real fighting started. From Sunday
to llednesdey, I could not leave the building
because every time I thrust my head out of

the door of Che bullding, a shot was fired.,

I hed no food -~ not even a pilece of bresad,

The Inhabltants of the main flcor cooked for

me and my colleagusa, It waa very nice of
them, HNobody ecculd leave ths houss during
these days,




"A few days leter, our group ® ader visitsd
us and sald that there were no trucks avall-
able to mm contimie working in the ocountry,
He told us also that there was an overall
strike. Al'ter that, I went to pick up my
salary at the centrsl office but, I dld

not returm to work any nmore until I left
Hungary.

"One day, two soldiers came to our housse
woo had fought In UJ Pest, They hed suc-
ceeded in escaping snd they told us that
they could net econtinue fighting without
sufficient weapons against the Russians
and all of the pecple had scabttersd,

"After November 4, I sgw that thers wes
really no hope left, especially when the

Kadar government announced the ineressed
vigilance.

"Around £ Noveuwber 25-24, I heard Kader,
in his radic speech, saying that those

who did not Jlike hi=z regime and did not
want to atert working, should talke their
hats end leave, I decided to follow his
advice. On the followlng Uonday, I went
to pilck up my salary and on Tmst Tuesdey,

1 left Budppest, Many young men wers de-
ported. I was elso a luleik offsoring and,
therefore, unreliable for ths regime. I
did not hsve anything to lose. The veople
spoke about leaving to the liest openly.

I heard two younstera on the street ss
they ﬁﬂkﬂﬂ one saotoer: "Let's go to the
T!Iﬂ a8 t o

"I could escape without any trouble.”

D, *hether Hungaery gelned anyihing a8 a re-
sult of the reveclution, respondent =aid,

"W cannot see i1t yet. But, even if there
will be mny uss of 1t, the prize was tco high.
Too much blcod has been shad, However, JTsel



e
=
i
# . pe
f
e =
}
- -
! =
a



"“-82 IV/1C

IV. BYPECTATIONS O HLLRAPRI™ TH. =87 0 mIuG

RCVALOTION

/\ e Jn whnt he thought the .est =.uld Ao sa-out #ex
the revolution, res-ondent snld:

"I exnected only onae thing -— that was interven-
tlon for the wlthdrewal of the Tusslan troons. Thsan
the eountry herself csuld have taken carc of the
rogt of her nroblems. TIf thls withdrawal denended
on armed forces, then I exiected them too, by all
meansg, no matter how."

Be i0 the cuestlon on what bacsls 418 he farm his
ex7octat lons, rosnondent =ald:

"In the bronadecasts of Radio Free [wrone, we
heard the "N rosolutions, and I thoupght myselfl, as
did everybody else, that thoss ragolutlons would
bé nut into sfamsXeflfect. This was the nublic
oninion In Hungary."

Co "I hnven't mot @any foreipners during and
after the rcvolution,"



T3 v/11

Vs  SICINL CLATT BMPITRL ATD ATTITUNIS

Talring about hig family background, res-one-
dent ey lafns:

A "y father was a farmer. He had 30 acres of
land in two narts. One aart,; 323 acras, was cone
fiscated in 1949 in the Iollowlng way. Yy fother
wae announced to be a Kulak. The farwers' coonera-
tives took ouk 23 acres of land entd Fava 48 BAn eax-
change oronerty. Ouw land wasz sne milc away from
the villagay-- beautiful, food soil with orchurds
and domestic animals. Tiey gave us, for exchange,
23 acres 57 bare sand 9 miles away from the village.
From this time on we oo ldn't maks = Iiving, My
father laft the land alone and tricd to wopk for
other farvers. This was a 1ittle bit better than
working on his own. Zwven 80, he waz sentendcsd in
1952 to three months of imirisomment begsiias He

took some of hle own corn from the othep small slece
of land loft for us on my mother's :1de. He wanted
it for the horses as fodden. —omabody rosorted him
und he was teken by the nolice. .hen he was released
he cavec to Budansst and worked with 78, Ilrst on the
subuny conctructions and later on ssga doorman. "y
mother eceme and joined us ratlty soon too, becanss
she didn't “ave anything to eat back home. CShe died
within a helf year of fishzmdlebetes in 1953. it
nresent my Tfather 12 a doowman in o large state
comnany."

"Before the war we could make o g30d living.
Then we had 10 aecres from ny mother's alde and 10
acres from my father's. He pot the und from bhis
father when he beoame Indenendent. Latay on, after
1945, when I wns a war enfoineixtnxixzorisonar In
Fugela, my crandfather Atvided Lhe rest of" hils Tand
emmg nls nine children (ny prandmother ed *3x
thirteen children; four of them dled. "y grandmother
today is 92 vye ’&%d and In good health). The
¢hildren nay u??%hb er an cllowance. In 1949, when
the best »art of our land va- axchanged, ve coildntt
male a living anymore as I eald,bocaise of the de-
llvery akgobligalions. ‘they wera alwuanya sore thean
our sutnutxwe oraduced under the flefal zunervislon
o' the stats, and everything my father 1ad waz taken
Tor &tares. nen he left hile land we had about 650008
forints tax arrears. Ve lived an what we csuld steal.



In 1352 the end finally came. She executor toslk
everything we hed."

"'y fether'e sducatlon 1z & grades of elemontary
school."

Be Regarding socinl classes, resnondent said:

"Lefore 1945, Hunmgary had the unmer classg the
arlatocratn, the middle clagsg the Intellectuals,
the workers and the =measantz. Inder Communlsm there
was an unner clags whloh wasz =nde w» of the Tarty
funotionaries , factory directora, AVH mevnber:z, ste.
ihey worc tll ves men. Je conld call them the arlzto-
cracy, and they wers thosc who ocould male monay."

"The rect of the veonls were dlvided according
to occunationa but the intollectuals wers not naid
better, 1f not vorse, than the vworkers. Comnunism
dldn't »ay for knowledpe."

"f haven't had contact with Erouns ther than
my collsagues.”

"T mysolf belong to the workers olans."”

"The intellectuals, neacants and workera g1l
torctiiar were hardest hit by Communism. Yost of
the intellectusls weroc dlanissed from thelr jobs
bocausa they 4ldn't join the Party. [ho was laft
in kis ;ub 83 4 Lleacher mude the same as sn imskilled
worker.

"The peazants! land wae confisestad or they warc
exterminated by delivery ol igations. Those whoa
gatherod 3 or || neres of lend from the Communlatse
woren't well off elther. +‘bey eculdn't save anything
with sneh o amall pioss of land, and when the govern-
ment renuvoarted they were nct able to may the install-
ments. &0 they had to J:in the farmers! coonerat! vea."

with

"Lorkers could not male any money because =f thio
compliceted norm gsystom they could cut everybody's
salary to the minimum If theo wantsd to, mnd they
aRefinkdelinitely A1d."
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"These three clnsses were nut on the same
lavel, b1t none of them conld make a living,
There werc very few snecialists who were excen=-
tlone, but even for them, 1t wasn't the same as
befors Communisgm.”

Afeparding the attitude of classes towards
each other, resnondent saya:

"In 1946 under the inflation, the elty woriers
hated the neasants because they pgot only very little
Infood In exchange for thelr olothing. Howsver,
later on the workfers saw bthet the situatlon of the
neagants becume even worse than thelrx own, an? then
the balance was reestablished.”

"lhers was no algn of contemnt oh the =art of
the intelleoctunals toward the workers. There were
individual differsnces, but in gurneral there were
Just the tuo blg c¢lasses == the Party and all the
other workers. Nevsrthelsss, the workersz wished
to ki1ll the new arlstocracy and vice verss. Thare
waz the most extreme hostillty betwsen these two
classes. The pood examole ie right xhere. lhe
“adar government wanted to imnrison every:tody who
had a different opinion from the Party."

Ca Concerning the chaness for an Indlvidual fo
get ahead in Communlet Hungary, reevondent answerad:

"w: things are necessary in Hungary to get
ahead -- Party membershlo and class origin. If thors
was a 1007 exnert somewhers, he conld oasily mbe dis-
missed for a 0f one who was a Farty member. There
wore some Indisnensable sneclalists whom the Communists
kent, but nobody else. The head drl’ler of our groun
wanted me Lo bocoms nis aasistant, but there was
another young =man who got bthe nosltion because he
wag & Party member, and my clase orlpin was uhreliasbla.
Farly members are the mEa¥Xmwonly onea who have advance=
ments They nave been out Into higher ecategoriss whille
the rest of the workdrs staysd In the assne ecatepory
forever.”

Concer ing the changes In conditions after 1953,
resoondent says:
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"I worked for my fathor belore 1982, theraflore
I conmot ecommare ths conditlons before and aftew
19%3. T know only that my uncle, who was a eug ar
beet inepector, as a kulagk coildn't get a Job be-

fore 1953. Bub durlng the lest years he had assipn-

ments. Jis work 1s ssasonal. The neonle are newly

selected and apoointed for 1t every vesr. Now under

the Kadar regime he ls unemployed apain.”

"According to my oninion, honest, stroisht
me¢onle can't get anywhere 'mder Communlsm, only %
ithose who arec time-servers, swindlere and double
dealsrs could have Individual succese.”

tha
D. "The group mxm getsmore out of the Commmist
soclety without deserving {t are im the unper ten

thousand, bigh Porty ran'ts, and their relatlves. They

neln the ir relatives into sasy jobs. Thls was Just
the same mll owver hiatarg (laughing): "He whose
friend 1s Christ 1s saved eazily." (914 Eungarian
nhrase- Interviauverts Jote.)

"The chlldren of the Communlsts had free
vacations throngh the Disz, the Comnunlst youth
organization, and enjoyed hundrsds of diffurent
advantages."

"begldes the ton Commuriists, the snortsmen got
more out of the socisty. ‘hey didn't even have Lo
£o to ths “arty meetings snd seminars (loughing).”

"“any neonle entered the Communiat Party baw-
cause they wore morlsmen and ae sueh were out
contlnuouely undsr the -ress'we of aritation to
enter the Party. JIfrlcially, they dldn't exercise
the pressurs, but actually the =nortaman couldn't
get shead, co 1dn't even win In a comnetltion.
Summarizing onece more the whole vroblen, whensever
there ig a cholee between 2 Party =e-bspr and B non-
Carty membsr, the P"arty menber will zet the fob.M



Vi. FAYILY LIF. TDER COnoniiom

"My famlly, or my brother's fanily, wasn't ine
fluenced by Communism. Howcver, in other families
in which both nartles had to wark, the effedt was
very bad. Lverybody had to attend the ~roduction
confercnces. The husb- nd was ugually at a different
mbeting from his wife. They went home late In the
evening and saw vary little of sach other. ‘lost
of the dates hammensd tnder the cover of those nrde-
ductlion confersnces, and many family scandala veras
due to the Communlgt eyatom. Yorally tha new circ-
umgtances Rmfimkwiydelinitely lowsred the apclety.
There was a woman, for Instancs, who divorced her
husband because he became an Informer of Lhe Party
and caused trouble to many reosle. The woman was
afrald of the consesquences in case of a change and
divorced her husband.”

"Thers wers never before gs many dlvorces, co-
habltatlion without fipst getting a divorce, and other
scandals. But oven so, I pguesa, the hlghest number
wag of those familles who werse =ot g’ fected by Com-
muniem at &ll, and mine and my brother's famlly. Ve
cculd say that Communism influenced every family's
1life but 1f the neonle lovad sach ather and e
understood each othsr they couldn't be harmed."”

TMalking ab-ut child roaring, resnondent says:

"The children of my brother were not ra; istered
for religlous class, but there wammwas an old nun
in the nelghborhood “ho toolk up the task of instructe
ing the children. The nesule naid her about L0 for-
ints oer month. Thies was leas dangerous than to
recister the ohildren Into official relipglons class.
But anyhow, the authoritfes wade all kinds of dif-
floultles for those who wanted ta rogister txiouy
their children and never annoinced ths reglistration
dates. Peo-le lesrned about 1t only ezirskmalatt (a
good old Hungarlan -hrase), whioch meana In Znplish
4 'ONTHE QuieT | 1

"Other ways the chlldren wers eomoletely under
Communtat influence -- the woems, the oelsbrationg =-
everytiing was conccntrated on the worth and glory
of Communism."
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. 'The national charactsr of our sdusation was
commlataly dronred.”

"I sav, for instsnece, an English tsxtbook for
the first grade of high school, which tallred about
Hovember 7, thu cslebration of the Oetober revolu-
tion. I dﬁfinttﬁlg dldn't want to leamn ¢ hat in
inglish (smiling).

. b, Regarding murrispe, courtsiiin, scx »atterns,
ressondent sald:

v "In general the sexual norality changed for
the worse. This waz due 7artly to the mholition
of prostitution, which brought about the necessity
jor menk to look arcund in the naighborhcod and try
to get just any glrl who co :1d be mersiaced. The
girle had an indowendent, free life in 90T of the
capss. They went up from the ecountry to work in
the big cities. The famllles were broker um. I
dldn't imow ore plrl who was the same as the girls
before the war. If a girl wantcd to marry she kept
thet particular man at arm's longth until he marrled
her, but in the meantime went out with other man.
The nsrents were not able to intervens too much. For
instance, a 17 yesr old girl becsme regnant and got
a 8lap from her »avents. A nelghbor ruported the
coge and the fether was tz'ren by the pelics beeauss
Communism protected the girl-mothers. "

"Durling the first years of Communle~, abortion
wag very difficult snd ex-ensive, Now Ih the la=at
year the authoritles wanted %o nersuade the glirl to
lkeen her ehlld, but 1f the girl Insisted on g tting
rid of the chlld, then she was -ut in & sanatorlum
for five daye, which cost her about 50 forints XFop
the mothers who had many children and didn't want
to have more, abortion was ~ermitted too,"

"P runts had not much role in thalr childrents

merriage. The dosrman, for examole, 1In our hotel,
met his pon by chanes on the street, not having seen

N him for three waeks., His son told him rirht there
on the strect that he had marpiecd In the meantime.
Hdowaver, there wers dise¢liplined children too who

v honored their »arents. “ngagements werc not celebrated
as before, only in family circles, and weddinge were ths
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sameé. wven the »conle in ths “roviness didn't have
the great wedding feasts snymors.”

"The marriages among the young -eonle had variod
success. Many of the young neonle dwere divorced after '
a few months, but there wers pood merriages too.”

"orgatitution was abollzhed under Communlism.
Howsver, there were stlll orostitutes In Budasest
who asked from 50 te 100 forints a night, but they
were hunted by the »nolice.”

B. About the sexual mordl lty of convinced Come-
munists, respondent sald:

"Mogtly those peonle becama Communlst Party
members who wers basically on 2 low moral level. |
The Communist prineiples can be very good, but in
nractice they were exerclsed by the most unrellalls
nweraons, and 1t looked like 1t."

Ce Concerning (riendehlo under Communlsm resnson-
dent answere:

"In several cases 1t hanmened that one of the
friends bocame a "arty membeér, and that mesnt the
end of the friendshivn. If I met someons and I was
told somshow or other that he was a Pearty member,

I lmmediately withdrew =nd was carseful not to g=t
Involved in a frlendehino with him. Very often
Communizste informsd the ®arty about thelr frlends,
but it was just the othor wsy around too. Some
honest, mostly ol4 peools who beca-e Party members,
but were never real Communlsts, Informed us sbout
the "ariy meetings -~ what =zort of trouble the “arty
had, Inside storiss, etc.”

friendshlin e¢ould be broken by both n»arllse.
The "arty member was watched, and the Party didn't
1ike him to be wlth non="arty members. Howsver,
one ecould contlnus frlendshina, keening Dolltica
out >f them. WYuny 2l1d frlendshins axinted armong
ngonle who had the s>me nolitical oninlons. 1
mysell had a vory pood frlend whc was forced to bs-
coms o Party member. Us were topether in the Russian
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nsrison and nothing could ever hresit our friendshin.”

"The young nsonle ususlly triesd to avold nollitica
In thelr alffalra, and dldn't cuestlon esch o thers
Party =embershin or other affiliations.”

D. Juverlle Dslinousney

Concerning juvenile dellnouveney, resnondent sald:
"I heard thet thePe was Jovsnlle dslinguency In Hun=-
gary. Alhere were 13 and 1l ysar old boys snd girls
who committed burglary, etc. I rueas thslr main
motive was to acgulre money. II the nolice caught
them, they were sent to reform schools.”

"There were many Jampec in Budanest -- young,
eccentric boye from all ape brackets of the youth.
They wore {lashy narrow nants, ¢ tc., 2nd danced
the wzld want dances which were Hrohibited in BEun-
EATY »
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VII. FRELICION

i o About the relipious 1ife in Hunga™r, resrone
dent says:

"Ths neonle didn't go to church fraely. “eny
neanle didn't want othere to see them going to the
church, but moat of the nesole wislted the churches,
end Vet roliglous education for thewchildren. How-
ever, Communism interfered with them in some caces.

HANY Peonle kent thelr children away from reliricus edu-

cation end theyfmmmuxtzix themrelves 4idn't teach
the chlldren about religlon sither. In the schools!
day caro centers the Communists kent silent about
rellpglon, but basiecally religious 7eonle romained
relifious.”

"I puess the Catholis rel ' glon was hardest hit
by Communismamsbecause thay found the reatest re-
slstance among Csetholfcs. In the villapes and small
citles the wrleste! oninions »layed 2 beslec and im-
“ortant »cle, and the nrisscta ugaally oreached sgainst
Communism. Inly the so-called "nesce orilests" did not,
but the -sople ueuslly didn't go to the churches were
J-ac0e orilests sreached. Ths youth -- its organiza-
tions and schoole == were talken out of the church's
hands. Vs had a Catholle culture house in our vile
lage whlch wac esstablished in 1938. The bullding
was confliscated by the Communlats and the Disz was “
88C un XHint it. 'Thia was a reslly hormfal BIRARATBAOR CANISAT 101y,
The religious influence was much better for the
youth than Communism. ®elizlous schoole are néceasary."

"The “riests couldn't nresch what they wanted.
The youth wera taen away from the church, which lost
1te sower. Therefore religlon couldn't be s bulwank
agelinst Communiam, but individually the rellglous
weonle didn't become Communlste. The two ldeas
couldn't be reconciled. rwven 1T they dldn't go to
chureh, In their hearts the neonls kent thelp sld
falth, esneacislly in the coantry. In Budancst it
was a little diffsrent. “eonls could go to chuwreh
more easily and dsmonstrale once In @& while on be-
halfl of thelr relipion. They dldn't have ta close
it comalstely Inslde and thils somehow united them
in their relipglon sralnat Communisw=. "
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B. Talhing sbout his own religions 1life, res-one
dent says: Eﬁﬁrxxn:xnniimi:!rtanxiﬂﬂi;,

"For we, religlon was immontunt. I was more
religious than my father, but not more than my
mither. 1 went to church to confesglon, and took
the sacrsment. Sometimes I went to church every
second Sunday only, but not because of fear., 13
didn't mind the Communists., T wWAG Indesendent.

As long se I worled wlth my father, and when I was
8 helner, I knew they ncedsd me. They wouldn't
throw me out of my job for that. I difin't hove too
mueh to lose anyway. I sould get the same kind of
ka eagi 1?-"

“Eha average Huhgarlan e less religious than
I WaSa

Ce Recnondent's oninion on the fonetlon nof chuwr che:
In soclety 1s the followlng:

"I dtmxxadlsanvroved of large estates for ths
churches, but they should have financial indo~endencs.
lowever, the church should not have nower throwh
its nammoth estates to influenoe xaxxkkysoclety, nor
should ths state be 1h a nosttisn to influenca the
church. The solution can bardly be radieal.”

"The chureh cannot srohibit anybody from lenrn-
ing about all sides of lifs. It doean't do any harm
if the »easle sare well-informed, sven about tha Lri=
oroner books. If we want to fight apainst some thing,
we have to know about 1t. The very immoral things
can be censored by the church for the salte of the
Iﬂut-h nl

"The church has to bo sngaged in nolitice, but
only to enlighten its nembera about the different
20litloal activities through thelr relirlon. lor
instance, the churches have to teach thelir orlests
and the mag¥peosls that they should never egree with
Communism.”

D. "The Javish veonle also had to neplect their
roligion, shecially if they wanted £o get ahead.
Thelr church was affected the sBame vay se the other
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For Instarce, the rabbi = ved sut from ouwr viliage
and the ecocnpregation remained wlthout a aplest.”

"The Communists out =any Jewish veonle Into
leading positions. They wers reliable because they
didn't bsve to be mfmXxdarrald of Waslsm in their
cage. The Communlsts knew thet the Jawlsh neonle
would never be pood Communists, but at least Indif-
Ferent and rnot very hostile. However, the natlonal-
1zetion affocted ths Jowlsh peonls very strongly,

83 I don't know how they reallv felt tdward Commu-
nlem. They never showed 't onenly. They sde~ted
themselves to the cireumstsnced, and therefore qulte
a largs number were Party mombers, but I eannot tall
how many."

"During the wevolution, they were afraid or
the chunge In case 1t bro 'ght ab ut the loss of thiir
imnortance. Dut nobody ever thowght of Faseclan dur-
ing the revolution. I dldn't know theip point of
view on an indenendent Hungary, tut after the feallure
of the revolution, many of them escased.”

"L didn't hear that they were afrald of rogroms."”
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A To the ausetlon wvhat he con:slders the Hun-
garian youth, r=snondent ansuéra:

"From 16 to 2T - those who were members of
youth orpanlzatlons, the nlvsrslty studonts, wvte.
The snortsmen, for examnls, belonged to the youth
groun under lé."

Concerning the -=rt youth nlayed 1ln ths rove
glution, resnondent says:

B. "The rovolutfon was based on the youth. They
saw their precsarious futuwre and that they had no
outlook, no chanee for a cholce. The Russian on=-
resBion was the only sazsibki-ossibvility.”

"If the 2dult middle clags, the class enemlss,
atarted thet revolution, with thelir backgromd it
couldn't have been anything but & consniracy for
the reestebllishment of the nast. THowever, the older
generallion foight fogether wilt. the youth. The
older weo~le were hapay that the youth took the in=-
1tiative, but they sometimes selt an example for the

outh, teachlng them how to fight and how to use
helr weanons. The youth honored them (exelted and
haooy). Everybody wis mmkfunlted. The only trouble
waz that the abruntly organlzed lesdershin eouldn't
talke over the army on time.”

D, Concerning the reaetion of youth to lndoctrin-
atlon, rezmondiunt saya:

"Everybody ususlly hated tho lndoctrinztion
and the seminars. The life was so different from
the Communist thoory, and fthe youth 1ived in the
reality. However, 1ln thoe youth organizetishs, such
as the Dlez, therc were some convinced membars.

The Communistes tried to influence them very strongly
there."
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A, "The main dissatisfaction In Communlist Hanganry

wR2 becauce of the low salarlss and difflcult MoUuB=
ing nrablema, znd the high »rices. In fgenaral, ths
absence of the »rime necessitics of 1ife. Esosldus
thosa, the lndividuml vexatlons, Interferences, con-
flacations, arrests, the informere of the VE and
the laek of freedom of =nsech were the things that
7ecvle conwlalined about most 'n Communiat Hurgary."
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Ko, TH:Z ECOIRNOIMIC LIFEC

A« Hegerding how he and his family pot along flin-
anclially under Commonlizw, pessondant answers:

"Sometimes I hod great Lroubles: sometimes 1t
ung sasler. I con telk gbout it In tuo dlfferent
sectlonni--Before 19£2, at Batonya, ae & 9eacant,
and after 1952 in Budanast as & worker."

. "In 1948, when I came back from Fussla, Lt was
very good. Then, to 1972 thers was a preat dakim
decline. In lﬁhé the food prices vent un., lis had

. to buy 'ard for 35 forints, mesal for 25 to 24 fop-
ints at 2 1lba. #e eoculdn't slaughter even one =iz- -
it wae 1llegal. “"hen our lend wss exchansed, we
didn't hava frutt, vepetables, domeetle anlnals, dc.
anymore. From 1959 on, we ¢ven had to buy our bread.
dometimes we managed to stesl s 1ittle grain from
our own gr nary tnd 1lllepelly gromd Lt under somoe
bodykelce's name. But we hed £o keen the flour at
our friend's house. Dy the uay, we had to do BYEIY~
thing afunder cover. I we worked for other farmers
Wwe had to do 1t vnder =zomebody 2lse's name because
otherwlse our salary was ta'en by the tax commission.”

2"To give a clear victure of our economic sltu-
atlon In the country, I wild like to ex-lain mxkitkin
the comoulsory delivery mytrzysiem a Jittle. The
govermment vald for the swrendered vheat, 80 forints
for 100 welight. BEut owr fa~ily never pot any =rice
because the whole amount .ant girant to the tax of=-
fice. I we had, for instance, LO0O welpht whent,
2000 welsht of 1t had to be delivered, 300 welpht
duration for 2 ssrsons, 300 {or seed grain. Altoe
yuthqr, 3,200 welpht. TProm the vsnalning HOO weirht
00 had to be surrenderad teco, but the government
gave a tigher nrlice for it -~ aboot 120 forlnts in-
etead of 0 forints ner 100 welght. The remaining.
200 xtevcicht was free. Thier was the s=o-cnlled !
wheat, nnd 1t could have been sold for © forints
over 2 1bs. on the free market.  This was of course
en tllegal price. Howaver, our comulzory dellvery
wae flgired by the avthorlties 8o that we nsver had
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any C wheat. Our whole crorn vWes ta'ten for taryss."

"iie had the executor at our houss every two
wesks, =nd he urged ug to pay the taxes. Almost
every time they took something from us. Onee thes
took all my good ehirts, once ihe kitohen cabinst.
another time the stove wes taken. /e Zaxlived by
solling our 0ld apricultural mechines one by one.
When the sxecutors took our last carrliage and our
stovo, I wrote to the executor's council a comnlalint.
They called me in and peve me baclk the garrlage and
the stovelleughingX. The latter wé sold right away
boefdre they took it agalnX). Hiowever, thesa con-
fiscations were mostly individual abuses of local
municlval councils. oy took more from the neoble
than they were Instructsd to take. Jnee I had g
bad weraonel exverience with thsese authorities.
Somiehow or other I had a little argument at ths
munileinal council and told the nresident of the
council that thelr duty was to manare our «ffalrs.
Saylnpg that, T wut my hend on the table. The
oraegident Immediately Jumned uny started te yell,
£5ve me a big slao Xon my face, grabbed the tele-
oshone and called the nollsce. He filled out a re-
port that I banped the tabls with my fist. I was
gantenced to Engngs in Jall and flned 200 forintes
for offence.

"We 1ived in our sun house, thersfore houaing
was no problem for us. D[ut clothinpg wae the great-
68t problem. I had an old winter pcost from 1612

and wore It ti1ll 1955. If we bought anything in
the family, it was bought for me. "y fether sald
aluays that az a {aung man I was the firat on the
11lst. Trom 1947 to 19¢
CORE, one suit, ane nalr of shoes, pame soeks end
a few workmen's nants. 7hat wmas all. v mothep
7468 some shirts for me alter mine were tdzen by
the executor. The front and ths baclk of ‘hosg
shirts were of Aifferent material. ALl of our
batter clothes were kent at our nelighbore bocatnse
of the executor., I really Aldn't lmarine thet they
would take sven my shirts (emiling). On Sunday
morninge I always went to our neishbor to dAress un."

Then I went to Budancst in 1952, my nourishment

2 he boupht for ~e a wlﬂﬁ-ﬁf




was vwery insuffic

got Llunch st my «

lent Beezuse I had no monay. I
oricing nlace for 2 Torints, Out-

slde 1t would have cost 6 op T forints. For bresk-
fast 1 ssually ate sovething cold -- coldecuts, ete.=-

on the way to my

norking olace, and for susper I

usually bought somet-ing cold again.”

"Clothing w88 very hard too. At the beginning

il was glad 1f I o

ould buy & oilsce of usad elothing

In the recond-hand market."

"Housing waa
lodger. 1T hired

o't better either. I was a night
8 bed in smxamambmamtxa oné=raom

gpartment without a bathroom. It was owned by a

72 year old woman

« She wan a¥tremely clean. 3he

had thre: beds in theo room. I rentedzone, asnothep

young man rented
In the third ons
had a 200 forlnt
forints a month,
eheaper, skxmbut
oremium for 1it.

workmen's hotsl,

the sther bed, and the woman alent

in the sam¢ room. The noon 8ol
pension. I nald for thls bed 120

To rent an asartment uas much

7-u had to »ay atcut 10,000 foprints
In 1954 I moved into the comouny's
and there I dldn't pay rent anymore."

. "The greatest luxury for me was an Axanartmont
With my opn f'wniture -- a real homs in Budansat.

~¥en 1 somehody

was entitled ts an auartmﬁntﬁ he

was not allotted ons because of tiie zhortage.

"Since 195
graduvally. I had
dregead znd fad,
blggeat oroblam.
in 1956 for an a»

my standard of living vent ud

& belter snlary, I was better
but the anarlment was gtl111 my

I fnally saved 10,000 forints
artment, and then I had to sscape."

'Mine snd my narents! standard of 1iving =fter

1955 eouldn't he

comoared ln any respeot wilth oup

lives befovs 1945."

"8 I sald b

qilet home,"

"Betuoen 19
stzndar? af 1livin
in 1952."

efore, what I mlissed most was a

8 and 1946, Exewdny ond my fumily'a
P wAf thu hirhost 1n 19.8 ond lowest
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"Peonle who were Party offlcers weru better off.
They had nice apartments, thsy went to the Balaton
for vecation. They could enjoy llfe. They used
the commany's car and esnl? they ha'l to po to work
on Sundays emsctly to the Balaton, an? everylhlng
was bllled to the company. They had sntertainment,
pocd elothing, poed foosd -- whatever & nerson could
wleh.

"I wee sersonally lucky In getting a Letter job
in 195k, nulte by chance. at Is why my atandap
of living iworoved. But the agrleultiurzl volley of
the government was so bad that I was amazed they
could produce even as much as they d1ld. 4<hey took
the bsst lands from the farsers und then left tha»
to lie uncultivated. They had extremely high nro-
duction costs. [ heard, for instance, that on a
atate farm the oroductlon of 100 wiweight wheat cost
then 700 to GO forints. In the meantime, as I saild
fawbifore, they nald us 80 forints for & 100 weidt
wheat. The fi1elds wers neplected becaise of lack
of efficlent managiment."

Be  About his income, vrermondent says the follow-
Ing:

"Befora the revolutlon, my salary wes, together
with my »er diem, 2000 forintas. Thls was the salary
of the Lth category 1n my fleld, but when I startsd
to work in Budssest from 1952 to the middle of 198},
i made only 600 forints, and wy fether 500 forints.
Then it went un gradually to 1000 and 1200 forints.
In 195L when our xiXXExEre=wwREExEEtakiirxadiriller
groun was sstebllshed x(1t usually conaisted of P
or 9 drillere) 1% wasz orgsnlzed by the Ministry of
Housging mmd Tublie Construetion, on the ruainest of
the Capalizatlon and "lumbing Industrial Commany.

"8 were sunt out to exneriment with the drilling
w0g2ibllitles as prictieslly the flrst exnlorers.
At that time nobody Ynew anythlng sbout the soil
teatlng reparding its wtmwelpbt-carrying canecity.
de had & set norm and a {inanclal lim!t whilch we
werc not allowed to oversztun. The Company never
921d more than 120 ar 1390 wercent of our norms.
The Head Driller was a Tormer intellectusl who
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always estl-ated the nercantage of our Fulliliment
ior mus, and how much work 1t wa# remsonable to do
bhefore we were worklng for nothing. Jr If we made
better norms, the Commany would havs ralszed sur
normg, whiloh 1s what heosened later anwyway, with
roference to our better sWill. This way 1t hannenad
thet wie dldn't work more then 3 deys a week beeause
we Iinlcshed our necessary outount within that time.
To make this noint olear, I plve you on axamnle.

At the beginning, It took us a day to dworset and
to demollsh a drilling tower. The Comnmeny gave us
120 working hours for thst work. e hed lot's s8Ry
t 2 drillers in a groun. All alght men working

® Wours dally fistshed the work in Al houra. The
regmal-ing 56 lours were free for us. e didn't
nave to do anytiing for it, but we weren't »aid
mope elther 1 we wut o snother drilllap tower.
Jowever, the Com7any learned too, and they con-
tinuwously leasened the hours. At the ond, 1In

1956 before I left, we were glven only LO vworking
hours for erceting and demolishing a tower. BSut

in the meantlme we beetme such exnertes thet we mads
3 towers a day. MNeveritheless, then the Company
didn*ﬁ mind 1f we =ade more woney; "nd lst us work
Mmora.

"Dediotions from my salary wers the following:
i nercent hachelor's tax, 3 percent —oclcl secuprlty,
L nercent 'mion dues. T nald eltopsther about B
rercent of my salary.”

"I recelved oreniuma tuloe =~ In 1986 TO0 for-
ints, nd in 1956 1100, bseause our griun was a
Stachanovist brigade. Our =er diem can be consldoered
#g8 gxtra ney. It was dally 1S forints, but I in-
¢l :ded It in the above 2000 forints, my monthly sa=
lary. Our hoising was naid by the Comaany. I had
no other inesme than thosse mentloned akove. .hen
my mother moved to Budsnest my father and I Llived
In two ascoerate o0ld moen's homes. v mother ecouldn't
work and shs had to rent a room. ¢ suInorted her
with my father."

"The Increase in Wy incoms botvueen 195l and
1956 wos not a wage lnerease. [t wae valld for the
gronn and wae nothing else but an Increnss of ol

[

fulfiliment as I exnlalred before. ¢ warlksd more
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Ca Repardlnp srices ond guality of foods,; regnon=
dent Eays:

"we bought foods mostly In state stores, some-
times al “aszek, or former cooncratlves stopes,
The farmer cooneratives store hal almost the game
nrices as the atate ztores. Maszek was mire exqen-
olye but better quslity. Jor exammle, the rlce was
39 forinta for 2 1bs. pt “amezek. .t the atate gtore,
22 to 26 forintas. Potatoes werc 220 to 290 forints
for 2 1bs. at ™asze%; at the stats storss 120 forinta,
But the orices were denendent uaon the availability
of goods. At "aszek, moat cost 4O forints; at the
atocte atore, 29 ir 20. But st Yaszek 1t was fresh
meat, and at the state store it was dess frozsn."

In the winter of 1952 - 1952 potatoss cont li
to & foarints 2sr 2 lbs. et the state stope. At
the "mazek's Lheéy cost 10 forints, but Lhere were
Ot many votatoss availeble at thu state stores.
«# had to iine uv for them at the state etores or
buy them et the "aszek for 10 forints.”

".e could buy olothlng mly at the atate stores
i cn the second-hand market. The cuallity of clothe
ing was uavally the same ih the different yoers."

"In some poods, there was alueys a shortage.
For Instence lemons, meat and rioe vers always secarca.
‘otatoes were esnooially short In 1952 and 1353,
onlone In 19%. The distribution of clothlng was
rather repular,”

"In standard goars Jarts there wag very often
& ghortape. !or lnstance, when I was at ko, neonle
oouldn't buy venorizer gprayere. I had to po to
Gudanest and ta'e 1t to “a%o next timo I went ‘lown.
ialls were avallable only at state stores. Bleyecle
tires were esnceially short In aupply; only peonle
who had much oull eould got them. It was the same
with motoreyeles all over the eontry and malso with
enamel-ware., I fravoeled sk¥oxsswxkhara
REXOBEEIxxbaxrxyeveryuhere but was unable to DUy a
lard container. .hen my mother dled and ws nesded
" headatone for her grave, we ncoded Cement #EQ0,
ind we had to buy thls cement on the Glsck Yarkst.
entlenlng the Ulacke "arket reminds me that the
workers hod Ekrumxmstolen everything and sold 1t
to the “aszek storss. These "aszel storec wouldn't
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be able to exigt without the Black "arket. The
stealing was almost an satablighment on a large
scale. The defecte brought about by steallng
wers te'ren caro of bI tha bookkeening at the
atate organizatlions.

"Even 1 the Black "arket was not really or=-
ganized, the neo~le knew the ways =nd means. I
scmbbody heard about such omses and dldn't Inform
the suthoritics, however, he waz a criminal too.
ihe ezle of poods at 2 higher »riece could be done
only among econslntances, never in the store, but
in a private chain, end it was dangerous.”

2, Talkling atout his worlking day, resnondent saya:
"Dur group made the experimental wells, testing
wells, drilling for bullding »iles, ete. One well
was ebout 25 yards deep. Our group, me I said be-
iors, was the llrst s3ll-testing driller groun for
the bullding industry. The baszle -urpose in our
worix was to find out the capabllity of the =soil to
aarry welght. In general, we startsd between & and
g 1o tha morning and worked until L or 5§ in the
af'tsrmoon. First we erected the tower, 'nd with
hani drillers we drilled the hole. It was hard
works I worked sometimea in two shifts and soma-
timss in one shift. Ve usuwally mode an agreement,
my e¢olleagues and I, when we would get uo in the
morning and when we would finish work. Ue didn't
havs set hours, Ilobody told us how many hours to
vuork daily. Sometimes we worked 12 hours a day,
and other deys we walted on ths trusk for 2 days
In a2 row and dldn't do anything. It hapnened
somatimes thet we worked during the day and tra-
ve led at night, sitting on the truck gll night
for seven or eight kmummdays. .o had s&lmnost no
slesp durlng such assipnments. When we arrived

&t a noew olace, we had to find housing for our-
gelves at orivate homes. e oald 10 forints ner
day in a orivate home snd 18 forints in a hotel.
The blll was charged to the Company. I usually
gleat 8 or 10 hours & day, and whenever I had a
chance [ had a regular household. I cooked for
myself and, for instance, when I was in Budanest,
[ bought 2 peese, or a bipg vilece of norkmeat,
brollsd L&, “nd »ut It In lard. .han [ had to
leave for the country I »ut this meat in a lar%ﬂ
container and took 1t with me. This way [ could
angeire a little bettor food for myself.

=

1 liked my work. Uhen the g.vernment oput an
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end to the subway constructions where I worked be=-
fore, and I saw there already that drilling was well
oald work, our whole drilling mammgroun looked for
& now working nlace. & heard about $and onening
6t the Canalization and "lumblng Industrial Combany,
which wanted to ereate a now driller groun, and the
Company hired ua. In Hunpary our driller groun was
2ai¢d the best. e didn't have to po to "roduction
Conferences because we were always on the road. I
1ike to travel and could travel this way all over
the coumtry.”

"We had & good frlendshin with our colleagues.
ve were 1like a bilg fawlly." ThexNENIXERIIXEH

"T'e Head Driller and a woman technlclsn were
our superlora. She was & Communist Party member
itnd didn't do too much. Our manager vieited us
guite often from Budapest. He was @ lormer ro-
corve c=ntaln £in the srmy. Thes head driller wes
& repular lleutenant about 37 years old. UWe had
the szame friendly contaot with the superiors. They
were fine men and took pood care of us. I was

setisfied in =y Job. All of my colleapguss wers
ekllled workers. Lately everybody who loined a
driller grouo had to take a technlesl examination
ghowing that bhe had some Imowledgse of mechanlcs.
w@ 2180 had to anewer nolltleal questlons on that
examination, and if somebody falled fsnswering
those, he sursly couldn't get ths job."

"Our sunsrliors never nralsed us but we didn't
cered lle were more minterssted in money."

Concerning ¥mEkxaVscatlon, Insursnce, ete. Plans,
résnondent says:

"I pafld fa mmaxmfxfee of 112 forints for a Vaca-
tlon Flan in 1955, but at the énd, I made up -y mind
ond left the money thers wlthout golnr for a vaeation,
because somehow, that vacation aystem had & '"Folchosm
emslll”

"The OTI was good. I vas satlsfied with the
medical treatments, only they werc short of medicine.
But thle wae the rovernment's frult, not the 0FI's
insfficlency."




L. TRegarding city Life &nd country 1life, reson-
dent saya:

"I myself would like to live only at Buda-
peat. The living stendard and the supnly was
mach better in Budavest ti in the country.
In the winter of 1952-E3 the neonle golng home
for weekends or hollideys to the country took
breed with theme- Bhe ciroumataences were go bad
in the country. I puesa if yon think back this
wig the first time in Hungary's history that
peonle had to take bread from the clty to the
courtry. On Saturdays the bakers ragularly baked
twlcé as much bread because %all the country
neonle bought 1t uwn. This was the same with
larc and meat. There was an establishoed Blaolk
"arket in lsrd between Budans=t and the nro=-
vinces. Feople took 8 or 10 kakakllograms, which
neans 16 or 20 nounds, of lard to the sountry
and sold It there for high prices. It wae just
the other way around In 1916, When the country
neople brought food un to Budavoust for an 11legal
price. Thls awkward situstion was due %to the
following. The villages were declarsd self-supnorte
ing, therefore in orinciple they didn't need to
denend on the fat, bread, ste. allotted by the
state. However, at lhe same tims in connection
with the comnulsory deliveries, the local author=
ities, overstovoning thelr cometencs, collected
everything from the peasants, Wy father when
he visited our village 5nu&fihnt a mother come~
mitted snlclde bacause she couldn't glve bread
to her two small children. When the woman was
nulled out of the well Into whilch shs had jumoed,
the xmmsmall 3-year old son went to her nd said,
crying: "Dear mother, nlamaze oven your e¢yes once
moreé. I will never ask for a plece of bread egain.”
“In the larger citles and on the minﬁiﬂnlmx.
everything was much easier to get. Tor Instance,
we went to the Tatabanya mines to get lemon."

(Mol 2 ME

"From & political voint of view it was also
easler In e grsat oity, but not everywhere. At
the big nlernts everyhody had to attend the oros
cuotion confersnces. The off'ice workeras were
also mors imposedzEpxkkexwakikiuscn by the po-
liticel molestation. The unskilled laborers
were the most independent, especlally in the
bullding and constructlon business. Indoetrira-
tlon bad muoh l!sse actual saexiEdvopaibllity there
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than, for instance, In a factory, which was a
closge unit."

"The freedom of gneech was also much easler
to exercise In Budanest than in the »rovincea.”

Xtbout the introsduction of eollectivizatlon
in Fungary, resnondent says "I puese the first
farrers’ ccovemative was formed in 1948. I just
came back from Ruseis. I knew well what kthse
lolchoz meant. The Kolchoz, which was equiva-
lent in Hungary to ths fmarmers' cooperative, was
ever worse than the state farm, the Szovhoz. I
imew that the collectivization was the end of
owr private enterprise. I wanted to sscane right
then, but it was too palnful for my mother, so I
atayed.”

"The best thing would be to dissolve all the
farners' cooveratives right away. They had a very
bad influence on the economic 1ife of the country."”

"The farmers! cooperatlvea were ovnosed more
by the richer peasantry and the peonle with more
common sensze, but many small »easants, who got
! or § acres from the government, would never have
willingly Jjoined the farmsrs' cooveratives sither,
bsecause they were indlvidualists. They liks to
bé thelr own master. Those who couldn't get shead
and didn't have enything anyway, jolned the co-
oeretives. Ususlly, at the ti«e when the states
called munon them to start nayihg the installmenta
the government wrote off the debts of thoss ssxwho
Joined the farmers' cooneratives."

"I have no knowlsdpe of any farmerfs coomerative
whilch was positively dissolved. The Communists made
uo the vhols story, more or less. Some individuals
left the coopneratives but then they were elther taxed
20 hlgh they couldn't wake a living or indicted for
Inmkimenkincitement.”

ARegarding the idesl sgricultural system for an
indenendent Hungary, respondent says:

"Some membsrs of the farmers' cooneratives made
very good money. This hapoened If the lsadershins dis=-
Eributed a high orofit smong its mambers, but then the
authoritles immediately warncd the lesdeprshlno that
they shouldn't distribute too much anong 1is members
but malte new investments in bulldings, machines, Bfc.
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It heooened eround Szaszhalombatta. Thias PhTw
. tlcular farmera! coonerative dldn't have s Tarty

sdcratary. A clerk and a president were the only
management. The oresident himsalf worked in the
fleldg. This was s cooperative with Kulak menbers
only. They worked very herd end effactively. All
of them were exserts. They didn't use the tractor
statlons but they nloughed and harvented theamselves.
Uanally mif & tractor statlon 4id the werl, the
charges wers =m0 nigh that they toock up most of the
= o7ollts In the abovee-mentlioned farmsra' cooverativs
the members finished all the wopk before the tractor
statlon arrived there. The station wae usually far
d belhilnd in fts scheduls enyway, and the coonmerstive
Juet announsed that they dldnit need the tractor
atatlion anymore. This kind of coonsrative could
be ideal for a fres Hungary,zmmad gur of § or 9
meémbers. They would work lnmeas nRrivate owner-
ghiln could ot fully be established. Otherwise,
I would comnletely abolish the farmera' coopera=
tlves and the state farma. The real golution for
our egrloulture would be the orivate ownershlp,
Some cooneratives to take care of the purchases
and sdles would be necessary, but nothing elase.
Hungery's arriculture should be Intensifrled fop
the ature, and in my oninion, orivete husbandry
In which the pessant worle for himself 15 mewfEmExwY¥mmore narfact
to any of the cooveratives! oroduction. There are
& lot of dwarf holdings right now in sungary which
ara disadvantagecus for the economic 1ife. Howe
ever, I believe that 1n the course of a healthy,
free sgricultuwrsl gyatem, theese small units will
ksep up or dissolyve according to the owners' best
interest."”

o




fogM X1/35

“I. THE POLITICAL LIVE

A Respondent was never Interested in nolltles
and bas no lmowledge about the eltuatlon befope
1948 .Roperding the Communlst Partyxbefore 1348
he aaya:

"I heard about the Communist Party in 1918-
1919 only from my father, end I knew what ws
learnsd at scheol. During the war I often 1iltensd
to the Communist propagenda broadeasta, and I found
them dlapusting. On the other side I heard the manti-
Comuunist orovagsnda that the Communists weren't any
rood. I belleved that and definitely dldn't want to
cet into the hands of the Communists. In 194 I went
to Budapest because 1t was closer to the Jsat than /N
our village. However, I couldn't continue my €80EDS
because I was drafted intc the army and that way fin-
ally the Ruseisns caught me, maybe because I was
80 suger to get away firom them. Since 1145, mp oninleon
of' the Communist Party became sven worse.'

B, "L knaw some Party members. In our village

there wes an old, convinced Communist,. He was sick,

bound to hils bed for 7 yesra, and even in thls state

he chased his ohlldren to the Party continuously, to

meetings, etc. His daughter wae very active in Party

1ife. GShe went =round wilth the exsoutors end inform-

ec the Party asbout everything. Her morals wems very

low In gensral; but there were other caces as well.

A friend of mine entered the Party because of the

oromises. They sent him to the Party seminar and

then he became smxizmma raviser of norms who controlled e
the villages. Hes was unwillingl@men the salaries of o ReDVE™
the workers. Me didn't want to do that dirty job.

He left his sasy work and asked for work ng & tone

struction latorer, which he was haefore. liot averybody

was bad in the Party.”"

The merger of the Communist and Soeial Democratlio
Part¥ nroduced lots of Cogmunist Party members. Also
people Jolned the Party bescause they wanted to pet
or keep Jobs. XhmyxmzmaThore were misled neonle in
the Party ranks ea well ss ovnortunista.”

Concerning changes of Party nolicy during the
lact cight years, res-ondent SRYySs:

"iilth the abolition of the "nersonal cult' the
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Party atarted a loud Tronapanda that In the future
the non-Party members would be able to gst ahsad
33 woll ee the mon-"arty wembéers. Put it was ail
theory. Essentially nothing haa been changed.
Only, for Instance, they didn't tell us every S
minutez that we were !:ikﬁulﬂku or claes enemiea.™

Regarding Party morale, resrondent continued:

"The Party members kdéhad to agres with the
Party noliecy, Some of them really did, and asome
of them were only yes men. This way thers was
no such thing as real Party morzle, only a con-
tinuous adjustment to Mognrowts directlions. After
the 'mew ccourse' the perasons were renlsced but
bae maln nower mumkremalnsd the same: Mossow."

"I havs no knowledge of the too Purty leasders.
L was only accualnted with simmlae, gray mernbera.”

"I think we won't have much of & chance to worry
about what to do with the ton Party leaders in an
Indevendent Rungary, becauss ths reel Party leaders
wlll escape into Rusela anyway before Hungary is
liberated. I don't wish to have them executed. I
thiinkt the lsadershlp at such a time mould lmow what
to do with them.”

C. Tegarding ovnosition, slow-downs, snd so ong
to the Commumist govermment bsfore the revolution,
réanondent says:

"I cannot say that thers was an open roslst-
ance, but there were so meny blunders it s hard
Lo kakiwabelisve that a1l of them nanpvensd just
by chance. For examnle, they mximmdorcoted g
bullding near the Nat!onal fshTheater In Budaps -t,.
“hen 1t was ready, they dfdeclded 1t wasn't good,
because theré waen't enourh svace for an ongine
house. They pulled it down and started to bulld
the same bulilding all over again farthsy on with
five yards. Maybe it was dus to thelr ignorance,
but maybe some neonle did 1t on purncse. In the
mines of Anna Shermxwezihcaid mudidimpr
Valley there was erected g 2-gtory bullding. Uhen
1t was planned, the administrators both understood
that urder the bullding there was & layer of ecoal
wilth & certeln thleknees, to serve as o sort of
holding plllar for the building. Therafore that
coal should never be sxnlolted. dowever, within
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i yoar the coel was somshow or skiother talren
out, exaloited, and the whols building had a
big crack in the middle. It was prooved up all
around and certainly the bullding wez of no usze
anymore. Sut In every pert of the economic figld
thers were unbelleveble mistakes which might have
been done on »urposs to hinder the Communist systen.
If the fmmaxkxzovernment wanted to find a charge
againgt somebody, they simoly nicked out one sf
these cases, announced that this and that »érson
“oro saboteura, and dismissed them. In the state
farri of Batonya, for instance, all the agro lats
wsre arrested at once for aabotage in 1952 1?5;
beecense some =istake 1in product lon was AdAlzcovered.
About the activities of intellectuals roslsting
Communiam, ressondent aays:

"I hesrd arocund May, in 1956, shout the "etorfi
Clrele, thst some very daring nolltlecal sneeches
vere made there. OJne day a eolleagus of mine passed
the buildi where the Petofl Clrcle was locsted in
the Sth Digﬁriut of Budanest, and there a small
crowd wee already gatherlng under the window.
frisnd stooped on tha atrset, too, and llatened to
the sveedh inside. He laft oretty soon because he
was afrald that the AVH wonld arrest the whole groun,
they spoke so fresaly. Tt was a political sveessh
about the mlstakes of the system.® But this was
2ll I krew about the Petof'l Cipcle.”

M .
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XIi. THE APPARATUS IF POWER

As snéaking about the volitical volles, res-on-
dent sald:

"I didn't k¥mow any AVH membere, but whoever
joelned the AVH couldn't do anything but remain in
It or go to prison. Wone of my famlly membsrs
Were sver arrested by the AVE. I know about a
friend of mine, a Rulak, who was arreatad by the
AVH bacauge of a gold wateh. He was badly beaten
un and had to remain in bed for days to recover.
But when he left the AVH bullding, at the dvor he
was asked by the puard vhether he was touched by
anyono. le said no. Then the guard said olay
and lot him pgo."

"One of my uncles was arrested by the AVEH
oo end kept in 1ts »rilgen for a while, but he
never told ws a word about smwhat hapoened to
him there."

"1 heard about AVH whaviembars who were fired
but Yxfkpeonle who left on thelr own vere under
guard and apt to be sent to =plson any time. This
1 only heard by word of mouth."

L E 2 Hungary 1s liberated, I thinw avery person's
activity eshould be examined end Judged accordingly,
and this apnlies to the AVH mombers as well.”

Hegarding the regulap nolice, resnondsnt says:

"The regular police wns differsnt from the
IVH. They were engaged in the oul lic securlty order
only as in tke pasf. The regular nolice was closer
to the neonle than the AVH, T heard only from
firat Information that tho revolutlionlets stopoed
the police care and the nolicemen gave them thelr
weanons, but later on the AVE members out on the
uniforn of the regular police, and they counldn't
distingulsh them from the polise. But the regular
police delinltely didn't fight apeinst the revolu-
tionistas."

Bs The Courts

"The courts wers obileotlive before 1945. They
treated rich and poor alike.”
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"rfpom 194E5 the =eo-le's eourts wers influenced
by the government. The authenticity cof the witnesszes
didn't hove to be »roved."

"The war crimlnals were usually not gullty.
I don't ehenkxkkexnaiiriztmexixkyzianxinsiamae,
khmlknow about ths nolitlelans, but for Instance,
the army offlcers were accused becsuss they fought
apalast the Russians. Thils was cragy."

Ce Regarding the army's role during the revo-
lution, respondent says "Lverybody said during
the revolutlon that the Russlans wantsd to crush
it with the army, but the army didn't want to |
fight agalnst thelr fellow countrymenk. Thay |
gave over thelr arms to the fighters, or started |
{ighting themselves on the =ide of the revolutlion. |
I saw two revolutionists standing wlth weapons 1In
our street. An army truelt nasszed by and the two
boys Jjumned Into a doorway because the regolution-
jgts were not sure about the ermy st that time.
Tha soldlers saw the two boys but dldn't care.
Then the boys came out of the doorway and finally
they and the eoldisrs waved to each other. This
wae around the Lth day of the revelution. Later
on, the arsy end the revolutlonlets united ocome
nletely."”

"The neonle usually took the army's behavlor
for granted. The army knew about our dlstresa as
well, even i1f they were better off than the rest
of the ponulation.”

Regarding life in the Hungarian army before
Comrmuniam, resnondent sald:

"In 194l;, Cctober lst, I was drafted for
military serviece. lie had 2 training nerled of
one month and after thls we were sent to north
Hungary and there we moved from one placa to the
other, just 1dling around, not doling anything. I
never fired & rifls or used a weapon. At that
time the Eungarlsn asrmy wae already In a state
of diszolution. The soldlers dldn't care about
anything except how to zet out of the army as
goon as possible and gel home to thelr famillids,
becanse they heard about thes Russlan atrocltlies
end they wanted to foin thelr wives and children.
There wag not much disclvline anymore 1n ths army,
end everythlng denended unon the Indivlidusls withe-
In the army ranks. e had, for Instance, a commanding
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>fflcer who was a Wazl, and everybody had a very
bad oninion of him. The crazy man always wanted
us to fight then, when everybody kmew that the

war wns aver and there wes nothing to right for.
dowever, the sguadron commander was an excallent
man. e cared for nothing but the interest of

auman beinga. He hed tears in hila eyes when he

told us that we had to leave Hungary for Cermany.”

"Around the 30th of March, 1945, we vere
stationed in Nograd ecunty at Joka#. e mepe
sunvosed to fight apelinst the Russlons but we
didr't like to fipght. There were an many Ruge-
siars as ants. Vie eimoly %ithdrew, and a few
of us stayed in the next village until the Rua.
slans oecepled that villaze and gathered us ag
war orisoners. I was taksn by the Fusslans to
Vae, and after ths 9t- of Yay we =xleft for Rus-
ala. Ilrst, they took ua to Zakorosjs on the
coast of the Dnyeser rlver. Our duty wes rubble
clesrance. The 'esserschmidt factory from Ger-
many was iransnlanted there, and we nut the ME -
cirlnes in the right nlaces. In the soring of
1947 they took us to lloviztroy, northwest of
Yoscow. There was an alrplane motor factory
thers. e bullt the so-called "Finn" houaes
for the factory workers. These wepre prefabricated
wooden model houses. Our life was endurable
compared to the Russlan living stendard. 5]
“any Russian civillens were in a worse situation.
They boupght our bread from us. They earned
250 %o L00 rubles and 2 Ibs. of bresd cost 4O
rublas. After the ruble crisis in August 1947,
the Living standard went a 1ittle higher. In
the camm the =rlsoners regularly worked 8 to 10
houra. Our food was scendalous. Ve mads our
oun tools usuelly from 1ittls pnieces of wood or
metal we c:uld steal around the fastories. One
day, without any advance notlce, they pathered
us In the court and rave e big snaseh. They
snid they hoved we wouldn't be antil-lFesclets,
and 1f we behaved we could go home. It took
arother wesk before they finished all the medie
cal examinatlons and '1111ng out our -aners, and
then one day we could leasve the camp. I got
Jgunfiua and was very weak. Wy welght was 99 1lhs.
itherefore I got a stre. zack durlng the trinp
nome, whioch made it & 1ittls bit more bearable
in the crowded waepon."
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De Resnondsnt has very incomnlete Information
abont the Russlan army because he wasz a wer orlson-
ar and aftsr he returned to Hungary, naturally he
tried to avild even seeing Russiann. However, the
fragments of hils oninlons are as follows:

"The unpopularity of the Russian army wWas
due €o thelr beshavior and terror in 194%, and
not to the events In 18L48. I myself ex-ccted
nothlng good from the Russians before 19LE, as
I told you slready. I even wanted to escane
from Hungary becsuse of the Russisn invasion,
There were however peonle who walited on the Ruse
sians, moatly the old Communlsts and those who
wore affected by the Communist »rovaganda. But
in general, the Bunghrisns didn'g symabhize with
the Russlans. Thelr behavior was terrible all
over the country. They traveled, for instance,
1ike animale on the highway. Theymnever algnaled
antt hindered us when we traveld from one =lzce
to tha other with our truck."

"I don't lmow about marrisges between Rus-
gilane and Hungarians. Only the women of the street
arsoclated with the Rugsian soldiers.”

YAbout the behavier of the Russian soldiers
during the rsvolution, the only thing I imow 1is
the rfollowing. After Hovewber 4 the Ruselan sol-
dlers cearched for weanons, goling from houss to
house the eame as im 1945, and they gathersd
munEpeople for denortation. Hevertheleas, I hesyrd
about Russlan soldiers from veonle who joined
the rsevolution. I read en srticle myself in the
navwapancr kxof the revolutioniste with a nieture
of a Ruselan soldier who woe & war hero on the
alde of the revolution. The Russian srmy stationed
in Hungary was ineffective by the time of the
revolutlon, because they saw the situation in
Hungary, how neonle llved ond struggled, and the
Russians as humen belngs were.not too willing to
fight against the populaticn.”

Es Regarding povernment officials who were
suppoaed to helo neople who were in fwolratrouble,
respondent sald:

"I heard aboubt government officilals who helped
neonle, but only their own frlends or for money.
"y friend kneow en officemwarkimworker at the Housing
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Hoard. &She had a very low salary but she always
wore very elegunt dreeses and led quite a luxur=
ious xkmxlife. ZHZverybedy could flpure out that
she couldn't do it on her salary. But I have

no knowladge of the detalls of how they pot

around the rulss.”

D. Concerning the efficlency and commatenoe
of the neonle who hold power in Hungary, respondent
sald:

"I didn't ¥now those neonle who held nower
under Communlam, but the consensus of onifglon
was that whoever had such a position didn't get
it because of his abllity."
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¥III. ASSLSE™aNT JF FUTURL ®POE2LCTS TOP HUNGAYY

A 'To what the Hungarians cen expect in Hun=-
gary, I esn answer with a Joke: 'At the nresent,
there 1s freedom in Hungary. All the prison doors
are free ooen for everybody.'"

"In the oase of Hungery, I eannot belleve
in any evolution regarding the Busslan nolicy.
The Ruseians will pever leave Hungary willingly.,
Therefore, thers are only three factore which
could bring about a change in Eungary. The
firat is the diplomatic way, whileh nroved to be
rather week in the oast. The sscond 1s a force-
Tul Intervention, and the third is the collanse
of the Communist vower within Russlia. A rovolue
tion would be possible in Russla, becsuse the
diseatlefaction was extremely widespread there
too. For instance, when the Russian army which
fought on the slde of the Jest In the Second
vorld War, returnsd to Russia, the largest nart
of the army, the soldlers, were vut into concen~
tration camms. The Communlets couldn't afford
to let them go homs snd talk about their 8XDar=
lences in the West. Ve worked together with
those soldlers in the »rison camp. I dldn't
snealt any Ruselan, but with the heln of a third
verson, I talked o such a Russian soldier once.
He sald that sll the Russian leaders should be
hanged. If the Fussiens would stend up they
could sween away Communism."

"I don't want war, and the Hungarians at
home perhaps are still waiting for a war, but
the hopes are fading. I don't think a war will
breask out between the U.S. and the U.5.S.R. I
don't mmxwant the atom bowb, and I don't think
enybody doos."

B. Regarding the nrosnects for Hungary during
the last %3 or 10 years} before the revolutlon,
respondent says:

"The neonle hoved that some dlnlomatie help
would come sooner or later which would force the
Ruselans hout of Hungary. After all, the situa-
tion couldn't go on definitely. I myselfl had
no dreame. I thought the Kussiana would go "out
of Hungary enly if Communiem had already been
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established so strongly in Hungary that the Rus-
glana dldn't have

) be afrald of a changse in the
syscem. 1 was a nossimiste My father always
came with different news absut nossible changea,
but I nmever belleved in any of them."
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AiV. SOCIAL, POLITICAL AND ZCOWIWIC IDEOLOGY

B Regerding what sort of system resoondant
would 1like to see In an indevendent Hungary,
he answers:

"I would 1like to have a free indenendent
Hungary like Austria, with good social rules.”

"The soclety should be bassd on orivate
provertyy with factory owners, but with good
soelal insurances and nrotection of the worker."

B. Hungary should emphasige sprioulture and
industry as well, but I would

zmout much more empbesls on agriculture than

the nresent government doea. The agericulbtural
maxxtEEoossiblllties in Hungary are not utilized
at the mregent."

"Deoause our count 18 not too vrlch, and
has nc raw materlial for heavy industry, I think
it wovld be more nractleal to emmhaaize light
Industiry. At any rate, the lungarians were
éxcellent artisans. Dut neither of the Industriag
should flourish at the eXvense of sgriculture."

"If the Communist repime could bs ovarthrown,
the decislon about nat'onalized entsrnrises should
be very carefuls It should be done acenrding to
an exact, eoconomlo nlan. Some things should stay
patlonalized, but these natlonalized enternrises
ehouldn't Influenes the other branches of indusinry.
Frea comnetition should be assured.”

"The far+mers' coooeratives and the state
farms shauld be sbolishsd.”

AToxthe cuestlon about what kind of govern-
mant he would ilke Lo mee in an indevendent Hun~
gary, resnondent says:

"Bungary should be s resublie.m

"Betwesn the two voszalble kinda of povernment
you just told me about, I would ehooses the one
wihich guesrantees personal fresdom. But [ think
thile guestion 1s nonsensical. If a country has
agsured “ersonal rights and freedomn, then the
possibllity to work in such a country would rise
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automaticelly for the inhabltants. But ANYWAY ,
human rights are atove all."

Ca In connection with the internationel po-
sition desirable for an indenendent Hungery,
respondent says:

"As 1 saild before, the ldeal would be an
independent Hungary 1ile Austria at onresent.”"

Resvondent’'e ldea on relatilons with the
U.S545.R., oastern Eurone, the rest of Zurope
and the U.S.%. mmmls the following: he doesn't
went military connections with any of theass
countries or varts of the world. FHowever he
wnntqpuannmiﬂ end ocultwral melations with the
whole world with no excentlons.

Resovondent has no knowledgs of a federatlon
of Danubian states.

fegardlng Hungary's oresent bondaries, re-
spondent says:

"The oresent borders wers forced unon us
but the re-annexation 1s & very difficult quesg-
tion. For Instence, when I was in North Hung
in 1945, the Hungarian minority in Czechoslovak
wasn't very enthusiasstie about the new H garian
regime. The minoritiss have to have free elections
about thelr situation."

"In general, the Huniarinn neo le wors too
busy with their own troubles to consider boundarles
and minority oroblems."
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XV{ THE FORVATIOW OF °UBLIC OPINION

A« Pesvondent has no kanowledge about Frrushchev's
secret sneech, nor about thse other gusstions under
this polint A,

. TRegarding from what sources he dres most
of his Information during the last ten years
in Hungary, resnondent zayat

"I gathered my information from ths radio
end newspaners equally, snd my third source was
word of mouth.”

C. Talking about word of mouth, resnondent says:

"In general [ got news through word of mouth
which was not Iincluded iIn the newsnapers and radilo
broadessta. TFor instance, our newspavers never
wrote ebout the accldents and erimes. If 1t was
a8 mejor accldent thern they had to talk about it,
but they wrots the news as if 2 deaths had owcurrad
in the accldent, wheress In reality 200 peonle died
on the epot. ™Maybe £ll thia havwened out of
hysoeriey. All the thres =ources wers rather
unrsliable. The radio and newsvaners were Just
az bad as word of mouth, For instance, the news=-
Danpers naver wrote about the UN rescolutions.”

Dscause of thes short time svailable for the
interview, the reading habits were comolstely
omltted. & Interviewar?s Note.
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YVI. EVENTS OUTSIDE HURCARY

A TReparding the chances of chanhge inslde Rus-
gia, resnondent says:

"A pevolution inelde of Russia 1= poselble,
gs I sa2id befors., Ths situation in Russia can-
nat go on like thls forever, because of the strong
dlssatisfaction among Pussla's population.”

Y "1f Passla had e free eleotion, about 107 |
of the pooulation would vote for the rasent
regime. There were sbout 3 to 47 convinced

. Communists in Russia, md sbout 6 to 75 sympa- -
thigers. !mder Lenin, they say, the life wanm |
better, ond anti-Communism wasn't so strong. 1
lowever, I denft kmow tha peonle 80 well,
den't know thelr real motives, and thersfore
I can't »roohesy what kind of pgovernment they
would choose in case of a free election.”

"I have no knovwledges about the motives of
Russia's lsadera, or of thelr nerscnalities. |

B. Ha;urdin% the sympathles and antlpathies
towerd the eastern Luropean natlons, wresnmondent
geys: "I don't know eny of these peosle, and

T have no particular symnathymmor antloathy
toward nny of them. From Hungary vialtors went |
only to Cmechoslovaklia or Numania, and I heard
g few thin%u from these neo>le. I heard that
from a politlcel point of view Rumanls wes the
most oro-Russisn; I mean the povernmsnt of ]
Rimenia, and Czochoslovakla was the smartest. !
They had a eavaclty for adastatlon which heloed

them to lessen Voscow's onoression. In casa of

fpee clections in thoss oo mntries, I think most

of them would refuse Communism. Concerning the

1iving standard, I guess 1t wes the highest In

Czoochosloval:la: atheruise 1t was sbout the same

{n tha osther countriass.”

Ce Regarding the Pollsh altuation, resnondent
says: "There is no real change in Foland 1in my
opinion. If Gfomulka got a freer hand than he
— has right now, maybe he could gradupelly rule with
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guecegs. But whethor he will get =+ore indepen=-
dence from Moscow than he has now, I don't know."

"The Pollsh evente influenced the Hungerian
rovolutlon very much. ithen the Hungarlens heard
about the Moliesh devalonmente, they sald to each
other that we Hungariana should do gomsthing sbout
our situatlon too."

"I don't know whether there were any changes
In freedom of exnression in Poland before the
Comullka regime."”

"I don't know whether T w)iuld have nreferred
the Hungeriasn revolution to take & path along the
Pollsh lines, because our revolution was 8o une-
expected that I didn't heve tlme to conslder this
question.”

D. Talkling sbout Yugoslavia and Titolem, rescon-
dent said:

"I pusss Tito was the originator of National
Communiem, and as sush, had an effect on the whole
of eastern Eurone. In Hungary, Rajk's power, and
later on hiz showdown, wers both in connection
wlth Tito's nolley. Tito 1s a great nolitlelan,
and maneuvers skillfully in the fleld of inter-
netlonal relations. He would 1liks to pot every-
thing posslble from the V'eat as well as from the
Eget, and In aplte of that hls country is voor.
During the Hungarilan revolution, Tito didn't
toke a flrm stand on eny side. IHNobody knew what
he really wanted. However, one thing is sure =--
Titﬂ didn't went an indecendent,; neutral Hungary.

A Hungary oooressed by Moscow and ﬂammuniam %
much more convonisnt for his nurnoses.”

Respondent doesn't have any sartioular oninlon
for or agrinst Titolem. Hs has no knuhladga whethsap
Tito 1z vmopular in Yuposlavis or not."

E. % F. Resnondent dcesn't imow anythlng about
the detalls of these two points. Hse only esays
a few words about the Cerman guasstion:

"A nevwspaner In Hungery wrote that Jermany
might start another war, but sven tha weonle who
liked the ldea didn't bslieve in 1t."

"The German occupational foress were a little
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more popular then the Pussians according to
public opinion. But In general, as far as I
¥new, the Hungarlans didn't sympathlizs with

the German army. After 1945 I was a prisoner
of war and therefore I cannot comnare the “onue
larity of the two armien.”

G. FRespondent lmows the name of NATO, but
nothing more about it, nor mbout the Bpitish
Labor Party. Ie says he has no knowledge of

the standard of 1liv of the varlous countriess
in Vestern Eurone ix hile he was in Hungary.
Ee dldn't seem to be willing to make guesses.

H. TapimxTurning to the "nited States, on what
gurorised him partieulaerly about America when he
arrived here, resnondent says:

"I was most surnrised, when I arrived !n
the U.S., by the number of cars, and what besau-
tiful cars the MNegroes have. Another suronrise
cameé when I =zaw how youthfully dressed were the
old ladies sltting around In the lobby of the
hotel where I stayed when I arrived.”

Concerning what the Unlted Htates should do
for the nations of eastern Eurove, reaspondsnt
Bald:

"As long as the Iron Curteln 1s there, not
much can be done. But anyway, 1f the United
Stater reallymwanted to do something she could
bave done it during the last six monthsg."

"In connectlon with Hungary, the U.S. won't
atart a war. 'laybe the West can do something in
a dinlomatic way, but I don't krow what they are
willing to do. Anyway, one thing 1s sure -- the
Unlted States shouldn't mcknowledge the Kadar
government, bocsuse at least this 15 a polltical
denunciation of the nresent situation and the
goverrment."

"I know that the veonle of Hungary would
1ike to ses kukhxkimall kinds of .estern visitors
in Hungary, esvecially the UN obzervers. Our
Tforelgn touriegt traffic is very low. Hungary
shouldn't be so lsolasted. In the past Hungary,
and esvecislly Budaneat, was almost a conter of
forelpn wvislitors from all over the world. How-
ever, I really don't ltnow what such vieitors

e - S S
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be told about Hungery before they go therse."

"Hungarian peosls would like to recelve
Wiestern books and veriodlcals very much, but
it 18 Imnoseible to send them there besocause
we do not have a free -ress inside of the
country."

"It 1s dangerous for the neonle in H
to recelve forelgn wisitors, esvecially thoses
who are assoclatad with Hm?rinn exllen. If,
for inetsnce, somebody would go to my father,
he would Immedliately come under susnicion of
snying."

Concerning the Xorean War, respondent has
no> kmnsiknowledpge about 1t.

J» To the question whether the N conld have
affected the situation in Hungary during the
ravolutlion, respondent answerat

"Yos, the UN could have Influenced the
Hungarlan situation. First of all, they could
have sent observers to Hungary. The disadvantage
of the UN is that they have mo military vower to
carry out thelr resolutions, esnealally if they
are against the great nowers. The N had very
good and atrong resolutions against Russls, but
Russlia simnly didn't scare. If the UN starts 1ts
seacions agaln and telces up the Hungarian question,
I am afrald the situstion will remain stiill the
same, and the regolutions won't be cerried out.”
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YUII. KAOULLEDGL 2F A0 ATTIT LS TUARD SulECTED

PERSONALITIES

A Concerning who is ths preatest iiving Hun-
garlan, respondent saya:

"This 1s & difficult question. After 195,
I was a orisoner of war for three ycars. \hen
I returned to Hunpgery, everybody was already in
orison or eseaped. WYaybe Ferenc Nagy wes a great
man. The people in our villege sald that he made
excellant speeches, Jointing out whatever waa
wrong in Hunpary. They sald he saw the gsituation
clearly."

B. Regvondents reactions to a number of nersons
in world affalrs are the following:

" Tmre Nagy - According to public ooinion,

he would have been good temporarily and, acoord-
ing to whather hs was willing to change hie own
point of view, he oould have steyed or not. It
1s true that already in 1953 Imre Nagy wanted to
change the politics toward a more liberal trend,
therefore he was dlsmlssed. Bubt it is Ilmmossible
to form a clsar opinion just ﬁlﬂging with poszl-
bllitles. He was a Communist, therefors he would
have been & good link between Russla and Hungary
in a transitional stege.”

"Cardinal findszenty - I didn't kftew aboutb
his activities beceuse [ fidmwkkxkwas in Russia
at that time. I only ¥new that the peonle ad-
mired him and the Communists didn't 1llke that.
He was so much favored by the neonle that he
endangered the Communist success.”

"Laglo Rejlr - I didn't Ymow him.”

"irno Gero - He wsg the other punpst after
Rakosl who moet ruthlessly carried out the orders
of Moscow."

"Janos Hadar - He 1g just the sems as Gerc
but without bhis abilitles.”

"Gensral Bels Eiraly - I didn't lmow him.
I heard his name only during the revolution.”

"irma Kethly - She was & membar of thﬂ'p
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govermment, but I don't kmow her nersonality
and nothing about her.”

"Ppesident Elsenhower - He ls sympethetio
becaure he took in the Hungarien refugees. I
s0e an extreme good will In himx®, but I have
no other knowledge about him."

"Seoretary General Hammarskjold - He wanted
to helvn the Fungarian revolution to succeed.”

"Dulles ~ I know that he is the Secretary
of State of the 0U.S., but nothing more."

"I have no knowledpe about Eden."

"Traman was the »nresldent of the 17.8. but
I don't mow more about him."

"“ikoyan is a Russian but I don't know who
he 18."

"Nehru Ls the Premier of India,"

"I don't know Cenerallssimo Chiang-¥ai Shek."

"Rrmul’erenc th¥ was the premier Yinlster of
Hungary, but I don't know more about him than
what I told before."

"Roosevelt was the president of the TaS s
during the Var."

"Chencellor Adenhauer is the Chancellor of
lest Gormany."

"Stalin - He could have dled before.”
"I have no knowledge of Malenkov,"

"Generalissimo Franco is the lsader of Snain
but I don't know how his country gets along."

"I have no Imowledge about Bevan,"

"fhrughchev is the Russian "arty chief but
I don't Imow him."

"Tito 1s the “remisr of Yugoslavia and I
dnn't"knnw more about him than what I told bhe-
fore.
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"I have no knowledra about Peron.”
. "Malotoy was the Secrstary of State 3 Rusala
but he was dismissed.”

"llo knowledgs about Ullenhauer.”

"Churchill was the Prime “nister of inmpgland.
He 1¢ one of the greatest vollticlans becausa he
emninkmconduoted the English volities durlng tuwo
korld Varsxviestoriously.”
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IWIII. ATTITIDES TOWARD EXILES AND EXILE ACTIVITIES

. A Tallting sbout thoess who escemed to the
liapt snd those who staysd in Hongary, resvon-
daent says:

"All kind of weonle left Hungary, but the
largest In number were the youth. People came
mostly from Budanest from eround Mislole, and
Wart Hungery.From the section betwesn the Danube
and ths Tlsza River less neonls succeedad in

4 escaning. Fro- the region bayond ths RiTiszs
Just = few esceped. The reason thsse neople

¢ left Hungary was that they didn't want to be

. denorted or Imprisonsd. Some f them were look-

ing for advenbtures; some others were dissatisfied
veonle who dldn't find any answer to their oro-
blems ln Hungary. There were 2lso class enemles
among the escapees.”

"Those neonle who stayed behind in Hungery
wers mogtly blpg fumllles, o0ld neonle who were
not afrald of being called to acecount, who were
nod class enemles. Some others belleved that
after the revolution the slituation would turn
Into something better., There were qults a lot
of neonle sleso who Just couldn't succedd in
leaving."

"I don't know about anybody who deocided
to renain In Hungery even though he had an op-
nortunity to escape.”

"Those peonls who ramained in Hungary kmi
have no resentment. They have a longing for
the Vest and envy thoze win succedded in escan-
ing. They exwect financial helo from us."”

"If they were a chance to come to the veat,
then those who are In -rlson right now would
come out wlthout & doubt. But many others would
remain at home. IL 18 not easy for smmeone to
leave hls homeland."

B. Ressnondent doesn't know anything about
exile nersonalltles or organlzations.

In connection with the 11st of individuals
resnondsnt mede the following remark:

"Tibor Lekbardt - If I remember correcty
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bhe csmwe ocut of Hungary bteosuse he didn't want
to cocperate with the Germans. He was & smart
nolliticlian; he had good 1deas. The peorle in
Hungary symnathlized with him. They anld maybe
he knew what should be done, and thls is why
he left Hungary."

"About Tereno Hagy I talked before.”

"Bela Varga was a member of the Parliament
and of the Small Holder Party."

"Preiffer and Barankovic had thelr own
parties in Hungary."

"I don't know anything sbout 9tto of Haps-
burg."

"Horthy was en honest Hungarian man. He
made hls >wn mistakes as everybody does. Hever=-
theless hle regime ls outdated today.”

C. Fesnondent dldn't meet amy Hugarlans who
escaped to the West after 1945 bLut returncd to
Hungary later on.

D. PRegarding what nesovle who have left Hungary
should do, respondent says:

"First of all, the Hungarlan peonle would
like to know everything sbout the escapses =-
the nricss abroad, owr 1i' Ing condltions, etec.
The exlels can't do anything more than send home
oackages and money. I don't know what I myself
could do for them nersonally. I didn't think
of Jolning any exlle organizations.”

Talking about the latsst Hungarian noliti-
cal nartles, resnondent says:

"The bread that any narty glves is the moat
exneénelve and dangercous bresd. I was never a
Party member and I didn't varticularly like any
porty,."

E, Regarding reanondent's 92lans for the future,
he saya:

"If Hungary 1s liborated, I would like to
go back. But it would devend uvon the situation
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in Bungary whether I would return for :
Just as a xiskemvisiton.” ‘

"I definitely would llke my chilldrsn to
learn Hungarlan 1f I had any, and every other
lanpguage. The more lanpguapes one sneaks the
better.”
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AIXe AMICNGE BLACTIIHS T0 RADI: AND LEAFTETS
A s Radio

Negarding listeing to eny foreign radlo
stations while he was in Hungary, resnpondent
8ays;

"I listened only to the American statlonse-
the Fadlo Free Burone end Volce of America. The
Jamning of these two radio stations was not always
the same. T listened only to the Hynparian broad-
casts. Durlng the revolution, evenings I llstened
to both stations, but otherwise I liatered to
the forelign broadcasts only 2 or I times a year.
We were always In differont placss and didn't
know the weonle. I was afrald to listen to the
radio with strangers, but I didn't aven have
much chance, becausa the strengers didn't offer
me their radica. I didn't even tell my colleapuss
what I heard over the radio. I never mentioned
that I was listening to the Vlest, but they some-
times mentionsd to me what they heard. Bafore
the revolution, as I aaid before, I listened
to the broadcssts only with some frlendas of mine.
But during the revolution I listened to the radio
6t different familles Iin the sammeame house. Then
1t wam't so dangerous anymore. The asuthoritles
never sald that they sunished anyone for listen-
ing to the forelgn broadcasts, but looked for
another excuse. If they Imew ZasxmEsomeonse was
listening to the foreipn broadcasts regularly
they sentonced him, using another charge."

Regarding Xhis reactions to the foreign
broadcasts, resvondent asayas:

"There was a secret atation whish called
iteelf "the Black Volce." Thils srogram told
in the evening about ths atrocities of the
Communlats which were committsd durlng the day,
and shouted in a dramatic voice "You will nay
for your deeds.” I was startled by the fact
that they could do thisi; I wndered how they
got thelr information and could refer to the
egents soc fast. It wae very imorassive. In
my ooinion, the foreign brosdcasts were re-
liabls in gsneral. FHowever, they dldn't meke
too deep an lmnression on the people in Eungary,
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except those whe ontimistically belleved in the
changes, which I did not, as I sald before. The
news on these broadoessta was always reollable.”

fegarding Padlo Free Lurope in narticular,
resoondent says:

"Redio Free Eurons encoursged the fighta
durlng the revolution. I heard them telling
the soldliers to hold on. The broadcasts pave
hone to the veonle of the vossibllity of Hun-
gary'e libsration.”

"I gusss Radio Free Eurove should sontinue
to broadcaat Iinto Fungary. It ls not bad %o
bave iEfurmntinn from the Teet as much aeg noa=-
gible.

To the ocuestion whet he thinks is most im-
nortant to broadcast to Hungary, resvondent says:

"I think the most immortant would be to
ersate a orogram which would regularly pive
exact reports about the internal affairs of
Hungery. For instance, they could tell which
cases are handled by the courts and what kind
of judgments are carried out, in mpensral about
the function of courts all over Hungary. Further-
more theese renorts should glve an sccount of the
infringements and frauds of the Communist author-
i1tiea. The Hungarians know only what is nappen=-
wlth themselves, but they are isolated. 'They
don't know anything about what goes on next
door. Benides such a nrogra+, cultural and eco-
nomic orograms ars good. These should come
from every country in the fres world."

"The peonle are very Interested in the lives
of the Hunparlan escaenees all over the world."

B. Resveondent heard about the leaflets of FEP,
that they exist, butxizwalthough he traveled all
over the country he never saw one or talksd to
any oerson who had one. HOtherwlse he didn't
know enything sbout the leaflsts.

De Regarding what he thinks the Western broad-
casts and leafleta ailmed to tell to the neonle
behind the Iron Curtain, respondemt says:
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"I guess the ournose of the forelgn broad-
cests was to talk to the emblttered Hungarians.”

"I guess there was a smal
tween the Volce of Avrerlcs and
The Voloe gave mostly the news
gate arainst the Communists.
had more vronaganda in 1ts =ro
in 1940 the Kossuth’and "ctorft

l difference ba=-
Radio Free Eurove.
and didn't insti-

Eadio Free Eurove

eams, Howaver,

. atatlions made

much stronger Communist oronagenda agalnat the

Weat."
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XXe CHILD REARING AWD DISCI®LIME

Regarding how children are brought un in
Hungaryzright now, res-ondent aayai

"Child rearing is under very bad circume
stances todey in Hungary. The small mmm oh!ldren
are taken in the morning by thelr mothers into
Day Care conters and this way they are comnletaly
out of the hands of thelr parents. The {lrs:
thing they learn to reclte 1s & Commmist noem
or gomething like that. iWhen they go to achool
the varenls have to balsnes theirp educatlion,
thelr state of mind, if they don't want theivy
children to become Communists. This way resvect
for adults and narents was lowered very much
durlng Communism. The chilldren became very im-
vertinant. I consider that a child should bs
brought up te be well-mannered snd religious.
"evertheless, each child needs a diffepent dis-
¢inline. Some chilldren can be persuaded with
nice words, while others must be given & faw
slaps. There sre aoms who cannot be chenged,
who are basically bad."

"When I was a child I was beaten by my
father bitterly with anythin? he could reach
for. Iy mother bsat ne up with a leather belt
only once. Otherwiss she slav-ed my face.

The ococasion of her beating me so hard was the
following. I sneaked out with my brother on s
sundey foremocon to pley instead of hel»ing her
in the kitchen. I wae around 10 years old and
my brother 13 when that hapoened. Yy narents

stonped beating me when I wes around 16 or 17"

"At the beglinning, under Communism, children
were not allowed to be beaten in the schools. Put
later on this changed somehow. If the teacher
beet u= the children he waen't vunished an
because he was not eble to keen dlsclnline at
all without beating them.”

"In gﬁnﬂrnl, children are beaten un in Hun-
gary untll theyzare 10 or 12 years old, even
under Communism. Before Communism children were
beaten regularly.”

Regarding what charactoristics res-ondent
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g } ke gtsady, temmerate snd tolsrant
riends.,

"There were no changss in real friendshio
urider Communliem. For eza-mle, my friendshin
wasn't Influenced at &ll by the fact thet my
friend was Imwrlscned. On the contrary, maybe
I 1liked him sven batter."



