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Radio Unil car, In Ssptember 1956 he returned to his
plent whera he Had worked befofe 195k, the company for

the manufacturas of transportation instrumants ,

Respondent's both parents are living, the father being 51,

the mother &k L6. Both of them are &t home at Szentendre.
Respondent has two brothers amd two sisters, One of his
brothers, who i3 21, 15 here in the United States; tLhe
other, whox is nine years opld, 12 at home. His two sisters,
aged 1l and 7, are alsc at home with thelir parents.
Respondant left Hungary December 13th, 1956, and
arrived in the United States on June 3rd, 1957. He only
has stayed so far in New York City. Hias immediate plans
are to finish aschool, il poesibls High School, and also
L e E o WwoR W
then %o get a perait An his own Bpecial £ield of qualification.
ﬁuspandﬂnt has only been interviewsed by the American

Consulate in Tlienna, Respondent does not speak or write any

foreign languapge. CHARACTER DBCsSCR|PTY on ’

Bagkground of subJeot is that of the working class, He



had llttle educatlon and not too many interestis, except

to get ehead in his work.

subject is m neat and tidy in his appearance,
clean, healthy and good-looking - very primitive though,
and immature. Polite, well-mannerad and respectful
never theless.

Puring that part of the interview which refers to
the revelution and subjects ¥ participation and activities,
egto., I have the impression that he was not frank and held
back information. I &lso had the fedling that he "Was
put wisse" by someons not to talk too much. He also
stresaed that he is "cautioua" type. He was relucbant
and evasive in giving detalls and accounts of his
sctivities despite the fact that I had pssured him repsated-
iy that g:i;gzégﬁiaa, ete., Will not be made public, that i
his family's anonymity will be respected. Also when asked
about the r ank he obtained in the military service he
hestlitated a moment before giving the gnawer that he did
not have any rank.

“ Tﬁ&iﬂl,
i . i, - H ;-’
Alkogether, he was mos by THAR 1 LiPPESr Averthing Ae-D

wBs ReETHER Buﬁ'E_D on the second day of the interview.

He also had the annoying way of repeating svery question
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Interviawar; Podhorszky
bpate:- 8-21-57
Place:-

I1. MAJOR SALIENCE AND WARM-UP QUESTION.

His opinion regarding "What do you think are the most
important thinge that Americans should know about the evants
in Rungary during the antumn of 1956%" is a3 follows:-

IFirat T think it is fmportant that the Americans should
knew that the revelution started from within the nation.
second, that the events in Posnan had a great affect in
Fungary because after all the Pelish people and the
Hungerian people had very much in common during their long
historic past. Thirdly, I think pecople ought to know here
that the terrific oppression of the nation has also broughi

fsjﬁTFW1¢
sbout the reveolution. The so-called "socialiskr%cl THe —
Communist consists only of that there are iwo
and oppress

classes, The top c¢lasses have everything/ muit/the lower

clesa which slaves and ﬂgg-na rights whatsoever.'
HAS
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TII. CHRONOLOGY OF PERSONAL EXPERIENCES, ACTIONS, ATTITUDES
AND EXPECTATIONS DURING THE REVOLUTICHR

(Please nnie my remarks regarding this paragraph in
charac ter description, drso 1 WseTe "*"'-"1"_" that subisct
was very much at loss regarding the dates, I think he
mixed them up.)

A Deﬁb- I sarved my military service at the
tudgpreiut pirfiatd, which formerly was the so-called King
Charles Barracks, I had very little notion of what was

going on outside 4in the city. However, omn the 22nd

I believe, we have heard 41 “*F BALRANDS FlRom BoyS

who hase w the university -ThHm™T tha
yvoung people of the universiiy v are draflting M Dead 'q"u_}';
on the 23rd of Uectober I was in service, However, in the

evening I went out to the University of Technical Scienca,

—4it was not vary far away, and looked at the posters that

were stuck up on the m=xixk walls and on the x itrees with tha
demands of the university students. At night, at twelve o!
clock, I was ordered to go wi th a tr%ﬁdul of men to the
Hadlo Building. I drove the car, since I wus & driver
while doing my military sarvice, with about thirty people.
The % oyg were issusd arms but our

commander was a very dacent man. Fe did not give them any



M-8l 7/III

ammuni tion. He said, "Boys, I'm giving you the arms but
Clie
I do not want that blood/8#hould start and that's why I'm

not giving you any smmunition.” It so happened that

when wa prrived at the Radio Building it was the civilians

who gave the boys the necessary ammunition when the?y f;caﬁmrg.iw
bew s Irom the truck. I r#E took back the amp ty

truck to the barracksa. Later on, the whole night, I was

roaming the city seeing what was happening. I have ssen
]}
that many of the soldiers have joinsd the young s tudeats.

1
On the 24%h I received ordext at the barracks that at

8 otclock I have to go and take the Radio Unit car, which
MMH‘“‘E k. |
wag the Tafelving car, to the Kerspesi Street Military

Acadenmy. On our way there the young revolutionaries

s topped our car and we were asked to take off the red stars

Russian
and 2ll mxhkax insignis from the uniforms. This we of

course did. There were two others besides mysell from the
rank and file and one ssrgeant on the car. %e then re-
< _ o | - TS ACh DEMY

mained ‘here at Lhe Nilitary jpcedeny. on the 2hth # went

nvﬂrﬂuz the ra'l;nlu};iﬁuariﬂ. on the 26th I again went

out to the city i;:'I did not bear any arms but I was still
dreased in my unifaérm. T again looked around at what wase

going on and what was happsning. T did not take part in

any Tighting. However, later on,/I'm not guite sure which

day it was, I think it wss on the 29th, - some friends of
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mine - we got hold of some machine guns and went to the
Tigze Kalman Square and here we participated in the offort .:-H‘-'fAC’ﬁ
on thel Party HEgHeadquarters there. When I returned to
the Hilitary Academy the sergeant, who was from I:l;li'ﬂﬂﬂpai-
| SLAND , talked us going with him to gkmkxxf2ix Cseped.
In the barracks next “to the Nilitary Academy the AVH
forces have lelt am many cars and trucks, so we just 're-
BrExk quisitioned "one and also a Poveda car and with this
car and our radio ftruck we went out to Csepe Here we
Jeined the militia of the freedom fighters and stayed for
about tw daya. I did not de any fighting, I just took
care of my car, A, far as I raemember, at the Casepeb!StA~D
thera were no major fighta until the return of the
Russiang by which time I wasn't there any more.”

In the meanwhile, we always heard on the radie that the
doldiers are bei called back to their units. We did not
go and one unltVpasséd-the—word from Kecakemet to (sepsl tooN ¢S s
the Artifillery Officer's sSchool at Ulloi Street Harracks.
Here I had to do some repairs on ouwr car and after two days
] sneaked back to the Budaorsiut Streest Barracks which were
my headquarters. /|

"On the 3rd of November bthoy

&nﬂiiﬁ;:;d:;;kﬂnad at four in the morning. There
was a pgeneral slert &t the barracks. Very soon af terwards
the eleciric power-sStation nearby was shot to pileces and g11
the lights want out. The Russianse had attacked the barracks.
We defended ocurselves but &t seven in the morning finally we
surrendered to the overwhelming majority of the attsckers.
We then were horded together outside the barracks on the
square and here we XEXXX stood until eleven o'clock. Ve
were searched one by one by AVH men who ware dressed in
Russian uniforns. AFter seven in the evening we were re-
loased and wz just'ecrammed), but coming out I8P the s treet
we werelVBeSEt from two sides, from the Gellert Mountain
and from the SAS‘Mountain. There were many casualties. My
good friend from Csepeds the Hﬁrgﬁiﬂ, ooy, was killed. e
had to spend the night in doorways on our wayg because we
did not dare go out into the street.”
|I'T-.' glso would liks to add that at the barracks, the inside
court was Jjammed with tanks, ammunition cars and Panser cars.
Thate were shoved ithere the day before the Russians gceupisd
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the barracks. e were scre that it must have been treason.
I think it was the Commander of that regiment who was the

treitor. M

r The next day I = mangged Lo get out to Ssentendre to
Jein my parents. v

IIr':lf stayed with ny parents in Ssendendre uniil December
12 th, I was temporarily discharpged from the army since
the whole Hungarian army was d dered-at that time, and so
1 returned to my former working\place whelcl worked befors
I was enlisted in the army." BY6S ol LD

{ In the meanwhile,; we received news from ny young brothar
who was already in the West and all of a sudden I decidaed ATTER
Thntxmyxparmnir toalking it over with my parents, to leave.l

ks

When asked what respondent im_rduring the reveolution
and the fighting, he sald, "I felt somehow that all the de-
mands of the young students were rightful and just, I was
also very pleased that this was happening and even though
1 had many oCcaslion8 to ufie g armé in the very heginning
and against the revolutionaries I did, of eourse, not do so
because I felt with them. TxmaxWith thﬂfﬂ.‘lﬂﬂptiﬂn of the
day when I fought =% in the attack cn the!Party House at UL”“”’”
the Tisza Xalman Square T r.liﬂ not take part in the

revolution because T felt T must (somehow be cautious and
careful. I an fully sware that I did vePy little for the
ra"rnlutiun.num

demands

1 found the smmanx of the students to be right. I
think the most m important of these was fresdom of press "
end the withdrawegl of Russian troops from Hungary. m&%
Furthermore, I know that the so-called Tegnss=l-abde/system?!
Should be discontinued. This was a system under which allx[_
enterprises even the Army, ete., had a Russian Cenuuvlar fand Q’%
no ¥plant ;_a.nag,ﬂ*“' or, fer instance, commander of military
units could draw up a resocolution or act without the full
approval of the Russian adviser!

REgarding the organigzation of the "'freedom fightera',
respondent said, "I do not thinkythetHhermxwxz fight was
organiged at allg_;h the beginnings The actual Lighting

when 47 tHhE erneTo BHCETNVG Tihe 4UH USED
arma. Aind sleo I bolieved that 1t ﬂnnwha‘llud when the

freedom fighters saw thgt the Fungarian police behaved
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completely passively and also that the Army and the Police

in the end stood at their aida. I have heard, however,

about lotal commands where small units had o kind of

leader who was & member of the Army or hate mE even sgen -Heo TWO

WORLY —3where it was, like Uncle Szabo st the Szena Square. Much

vwWhELS

S

later, high ranking officers slso joined the 'freedonm

fighterst' such as Colonesl ilaleter and XKovacs who were in
command of the Kilian Barracks. Colonel Maleter was about
8ix foot tall, Z2igmpcuxiitwslx flerce locking officer.”

Hhugnrding who teolk part in the fighting, I really cannot
S8 However, I remsmber that many of the young "tough burs,”
sad what! they call hers 'hooligeans',”fought like lions.
These were the boys of the worlking class, There was one
thing which was very characteristic of the whole revolution,:
St there was no looting going on vwhatsoever,”

”I never believed that the Russians were sSincers in
withdrawing their tropps. In fact, T had o ¥ bet with a pal
of #ina. fie have sesn that the Russian % policy, even
in the Czarist timea, was that of 4€ brutal double-crossing
and I did not expect anything elze from the Russians. The
firat time ] sew the Russian troops retuvrning was on
November Lth at dawn as I told you already before. T did
not plan to leave Hungary because up till the very and 1
was hoping that the situation would become better and somae
improvemsents would be achleved. My young brother, however,
who was fighting at the X Corvin Cinema and who had alrsady
left in November,sent word that I too should come znd Jjoin
aim, 6p, as I %old you already, I discuesad the whole matter
with ry parents and left on the 12th of December. ¥

"1 do not think that Hungary h#s gained becauss of the
revelution. - t is only meybe the pesgsantiry who, because
they did not take active part in the revelution, &rs now
oeing favored by the regimae)'



C

Interviewear: Podhorssky el
Date; B-21-57
Placs:

v EXPECTATIONS OF HELP FROM THE WEST DURING THE
REVOLUTION

"I did not have any expectations from the West because
T believed that the Russians would, ad-cenamonte—mouth,AMD CAMMDSG
possibly give up Hungary, becsuse that would mean that the
other Eastern European nationg, wyould alsc want their freedom.
However, after November Lth Radio Free Eurcpes gave so
much encouragement and slways told the Hungarians to hold
n“tﬂﬁhﬁﬂﬁI was hoping sincersly and very much for Western
halp

"I was greatly disappoifited in the attitude of the
United Nations because we sEmehow felt that the United
Nations is vascillating and nolt starnding firm. 1t seems to
me that scme people io Lhis set-up are favoring Wee Lastern
spoialism rather than & Western democracy. Also, the
Weat seemefd to be terribly scared of the Russian might and
maybe slso thers are too many pinks amofing the U.H,
delegates.”

¥Respondent did not come into contact with foreigners

* between Qctober 23rd and the time of his escape.



V. SOCIAL CLASS STRUCTURE AND ATTITUDES

"My father was employed by the Hungarian State
Railroads. He was what they call a "starter"®, I
cannot remember the income of my father bescause Trom
1939 - Ii6 he was a soldier and he fought in the sscond
world warjt. We lived mainly on what our grandparents
gave us. My mother went also out to work in the fields
Sometimes to haelp out to harvest fruit, ete. I only re-
member that we had food enough but clothing was = major
problem, I never had any new clothes of my own, My
mother bought me always used or second hend clothes, and
these were handed down Lo my younger brother. Alse, to
supplement our food supplies we were kesping poultry and
S0 were always well stocked in meat and eggs. ZLater on,
under the Soccial Welfars plan of the Minister of the
Interior, we wore assigned a bouse in the wvillage.

"Regarding the sducation of my brothers I believe I
am right if I ocay xkax that my mother had five grades and
my father eight,

Bs "Hegarding sccial elasses in Hungary, 4o my mind
thera are only two clasges. Cne i2 the privileged one.
These, dus to their political attitude, are anjoying all
privileges and are oppressing and orderaéng about ths

second social class, the oppressad, The privileged ones
ara those who belong to the party and by means of the party
ara exercising their power.

"Oommunuism hes somehow de-classsd the Imisrzx intellect-
uales and put them together with the working class and the
peasantry.”

Regarding the reespondent's attitude towards the different
groups he was of the opinion that mmong the intellecitusl class
one can find very waluable and highly educatad people. The
working class, in hi®# opinion, is made up mostly by city
workers mhim on whom tha Communist regime really was building,
and in which they, in the beginning, had trusted. Howasver,
in the end, the working elsss hes besen found rotf what the
conmunists wanted them to be.
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In the opinion of respondeni, the Hungarian
peasantry, being very much backward, the Communis ts
thought that they were going to have an easy time with
them. = However, respondent pointed out that the
Hungarian peasant hea & lot of natural common sense
and also, they recalled; that after the Horthy regime
they had nothing to surrender. The purchase value of
the money was so much higher and on the & whole they had
it much better.

Respondent felt that he belongs to the workinmg
class.,

He was of the opirion that &ll classes were hard-
hit by communism but the most, maybe, the intellectiruals.

A8 to how the different classes felt about sach
other, respondent was of the opinion that the spirltual
superiority of working class has always pravailed, but
somehow in other respects the classes were much weldsd to-
gatharbﬁgﬁﬁ%gar common bad-lot.

G A8 to how the individusal might advance himself in
Communist Hungary, respondent had the opinion that the

good political and right political views, thet is communist
views, sre msxiximpmriz=k mof¥ important, thfin the class
origin, becausa after all, a3 he said, tﬂaaa people ars now
the firat genersition that grew up under the Communist
regime. only finally, &nd lastly, is talent important.

"However, I know ithat specially treined people who
are indispenaable for the regime, are being kept and are
allowed to work. I gn thinking now of Professor Haynal.
He i3 one of the many without whom the Communists cannot
zo0 ahead. Nevertheleas, oven those are kept under strict
surveillance and contreol and whatever they write,(scientific
papersg ete./) are being checked and controlled by the
Party.//

(Frofessor Haynal is a very famous heart specialist
in Hungary and he is one of the very few who are allowed to
practise medecine, and who 8+4ill havae thm&ntdfﬂliniﬂ.]

A8 a person, the kind who is a careserist and a turn-
co0al can get &xk anead best in Communist Hungary according
to respondent.
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vI. FAMILY LIFE UNDER COMMUMISM

AI-
nT cannot tell much sbout how children are being

brought up, that is %ol the difference between the

tringing up of children under ths Jommunist regima and
. before the war years/becauses first of all I was brought |

up in these times, and secondip at the time when I

sttended the elesmentary classes there was still religious
5 instruation. But even now my youngest brother who is at

home attends religious clseses because my parents want |

it so. In uurﬂﬁgmilj nothing has very much chanhed becauss |

I remember that? the male partsof my family, father and

brothers, we always have discussed svarytvhing openly and

frealy."

T have seen howsver that the situsticn was very
much different with other families, where the parents had |
no poesibility in educating their children and so the ]
children were I=£+% laft to the day schopls gnd roamesd about
in the atrosts.” it |

T belisve that our family belongs to the third type :
of family you have menitioned €here, because very litile has
changed in our family lifle, My fathar!s principles were
alwegysinot to influence ue politically. He was vess T
libaral. He just told us the facts aboubt the 1ife before |
the war and befofe communism. When our minds opeoned e |
and we became & little bit bigger we soon found out by
purselves what is the truth in communism, gur father |

- tanght us nmainly to be honest and decent eitizens.” |

" B.

Raferring to marriage, courtship and sex patterns,
respondent said, "In ay sxperience, girls and boys alike
became more free in their relationships with each other;
also, the young people ware less under the control of
thedr parents, Llse, the secial habits somehow have
changed and become vary slack. Formerly it was unheard of
to run aboulbt without a tie, for instance, and this slackness,
of course, has alfected svarythling. Young people do not care
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much about the cpinion of the parents, but from what I
have seon the situation is much worse here in the United
States then it has been at home with us,"

fRegarding the difference in marriage, or marital
relations, before the war and now, I cannol give you .uu-}a
opinion because I can only tell you what I have seon now.
T was very young before the war and cannot judge the
gituation at thal time. 1 know that thers are many young
people who live together without being mxfim married and
there are also many illegitimate children because abortion
was atrictly prohibited. I knew a girl who received Rxxum
five yesrs in prison lor this offenss.”

" pa—my—miad 'E150, 27 think that dus to the fact that
people were oppressed and unhappy and living under bad
conditions many of them took to drink and this is also a
factor which greatly contributes to the deterioration of
morals M

According te respondent, few people dam to be married
in chureh because it happened very often that they were dis-
missed from their jobs when the boss or the management found
out that they were married in a church.

Accarding %o respondent, the number of divorces kxww has
also dncreased, due to both parties being dead tired, irritable
and jJumpy when coming home after a day of hard work.

According to respondent, prosiitution was prohiblted
under the Communist regime, but it went on Jjust a8 beiore. He
also wvoleced his disapproval of the many women he has seen
drunk in the sireets.

P4 OR B LIS

Regarding the nexualsty of the convinced Communist,;
reapondent at first did not understand ths question and I had
%o explain it to hinm, Then he was of the opinion that he
did not think that & convinced Communist's morality wonld be
different from that of the average Hungsarian.

i 3
&I T L

c. if
When asked what he would do =f a formerly good friend
of his would bacome a Party Member and e minor functionary,
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he said, "I do not think thn{fl would break off the Ifrisnd-
ship because friendship can remain without confessing the
same opinions, However, 1 do not believe that I would con-
sider bim such a good friend as I did before, Also, you
must remember that 1t was not uncommon that people in 148,
for instance, became Party Members because at that time many
people did become members of the Communiat Party only because
they feared for their Jobs."

DI

Regarding juvenile delingufney, respondent wss of the
opinion that there were many jJuvenile delinquents due to the
immoral educatlcn. Ke thought that these came mostly from
the working class and mostly from the teen-age group.

The Jampec, in the respondent's opinion, is the lteen-
ager.who is aping western fashione and western dsnces, who
loveas _H_Fﬁisic and dancing. Hoe thinlks them Ixz: lnrseds-
to be hﬂIElEHEM?—;"IL‘}I



ViIis RELICION

A

1The Communist regime in Hungary knew perfeftly
well that they cannot count on the auppert of any religious
groups agnd therefore 1 am sure that reiiglon was guite an
important part in Hungarian life. I believe that the
Roman Catholi¢ religion wgs hardest hit by Communism.
And this because bkelore The Romen Cetholic priestis were
very much under the influenoce of the Pope and Rome, and
the Western Hemispherse altogether. Also they were im-
portant factors in education and because this educaltion is
sonducted in the true weotern democratic spirit. Also,
tho Roman Cabtholioc Church had = very large assets and the
Communists warited to put their hends on these.'

According to respondent; religion could not have
been & bulwark sgainet communism in Hungpary becsuse he has
hedrd and known many communis ts who nevertheless went to
chureh, 5o, in his opinien, he does not know how to re-
concile these two lacis.

Ba

Respondent thouzht that religion is about ths sams
factor in his life than in the life of his paremts, &nd
he believes that he is abount as religions as the avarage
pergon is. He doos not atiend church regularly but pretiy
of ten. He confasses to be ralipious and believes in God.

ﬂl

Regarding respondent's views/ on the function the
Ghurch should play 4ir soclety esnd what the relation between
@hurch and State should be, ha eaid, "I advocate that the
Chureh and State should enjoy mutual confidence znd should
live side by side. Howaver, I think that the Churches
ought to take an =ctive part in education beceuse people
will be brought up according to e satricter moral code if
they receive religious instructicn.n

BT do not want, howsver, any Chureh teo interfere in
setting moral codes and standards for movies, plays, hakk
booka, ete. M

When aaked whether the Churches should take an active
political part in an independent Hungary, respondent said,
"Hel Nel. Hol! YFor Ooodness Sakes! Ay no meansin
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Respondent was of the opinion that thre Jewish
Religion haa not beenm hurt by Communism to such an extent
than any other Churches, and this due to the fact thet so
many Communist Lop politicians wera of Jewiah falith.

e

Respondent thinks thagt the Rmmmuriax Jews in Hungary
at first were accepting Communism but later on, when also

the Jewish shops and Jewish assats were nat s they
very soon Plgitidisillusicned, even though thére wers many
Jewish Party Members. AT eMALIZ2 £ )

Respondant said, "To my nmind, there are two kinds
of Jews ~ pne, the smart ones, and the othere are the dumb
ones. The 8illy and stupid Jew ia very decent and is very
hard working. However, the 'smartiea' gsre ths ones who
glways try to look after their own interests and with whom
business comes first.”

“Euring ths revolution, the Jews alsc approved of the
revolutionary ideas end therefore the Communists started
disseminating the propaganda that there was growing anti-
gsemitism in Hungary. In fact, I am sure that 1t wag the
Communists themselves whe disseminsted the—Pesd propaganda
and started to incite the peopls.” Ll

"T glso do not baelieve thet the Hungarian Jews would
not want an independent Hungary. I am sure that they would
not like to see the returmn of & Hitler but that's all, |of
courss. e
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VIIi. THE HUNODARIAN YOUTH

A.

nwhen people said 'the Hungarian Youth'! they meant
wsually young people between the sge of fourteen and
thirty.

Be "tThe young people of Hungary played & very :
impor tant part in the Revolution. To my belled, they acted
as they did because they wanted freedom and they wanted
better living conditions. Also, I think the youths took
the lead rather than the old people because they were dis-
satisfied more than the oclder generation. paring the
ravolution, ths older paspg people always approved what the
young people did. T do not know what the young people
thought about the older ones."

Ce

In reference %o the schools and educational system in
Hungary during the last ten years, respondent sald the
following:-

mrthe quality of education deterilorated; toemss—ménd,
and-Tim- thinkine now—shet Because of the slanted way we wore
taught; for instance, hiztory, gecgraphy, ﬂtﬁ-,(iha vhols
hie tory was falsified snd we have not lesrned a thing about
the real and true Hunzarian historical past.)— I have ssen
this when my younger sistera have shown me thelr books and
T heard them recite their lessons. Othearwise, the matarial
we had bto learn was prefty mseh» vv LULCT and we were ex-
pected to know a great desl. After 'LE there was a greath
shortege of teachers, so the regime has introduced ‘express
pcourses for would-ba teschers. 0f ecuragp, the result was
disas Lrous. FThe older teachers, on the other hand, wers
pretty muach obliged to tsach what they were told to teach,
and according to tlie slanted varsion of the regime. Only
mathenatics, maybs, were not slanted.”

"However, I do approve of the innovation of Lhe
Communist regime that eight grades was compulsory for every-
body to attendissyHungery, instead of the four grades as
before s Vip™y



"Regarding the political attitude of the teachers,
I think that maybe twenty percent were reslly Communisis,
the rest certainly not."

D.

In respondent's opinion, the indectrination of
Hungerian youth failed because ever since 1948 the young
naople of Hungary could ssze for themselves that tha
Communists are preaching lics and are not implementing
- the luws according to the ecreed. Also, ever since the
Russian occupation in 19L5, they have seen whalt kind of
people the Hussians are.
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"our main dissataifactions in Communist Hungary, 45 FZe+
shewed—ar in ocur every-dey 1ife were mostly the wery low
living standard, low wages and shortage of consumer goods .

B.
"Apart from political thinge we wers mostly annoyed

by the seminaries, the politicsgl seminaries, which we had
to atbend.”
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X THE ECOMONIC LIPFPE

A.

"How my family got along financially during the lest
years in Hungary, I can glve you an example. Fefore the
Communist regims, Wy father worked|gnly, and now in the
last years four of us in the family wers working and we
lived Just s bad as at the times when my father was away
in Russiaf' a8 a scldier, or when only he was working.
Food, especially the main staple consumer goods, were ax-
tramaly expensive and very of ten short of supply. GClothing
was of a very inferior quality and expensirTe, and housing
was bad. But this last was due to the fact that the
heavy indus try was being bolostersad,; no apartments were
built, also the pepulation grew steadily. Furthermore,

gEExx buresucracy was muBhrooming to an unhesfi-of
extent. Many houses were taken for officesa or for Perty
premises ./l

"I considered it a2 a greatest luxury to own a good
motor-bicycle. Not an antomobile, an auto-bicycla would
have been enough,”?

"o my Tamily heousing cavnsed the greatest difficulty
because tohavd/ 1o pay 2 very high amount 25 a premium in
order to get a good and decent apartment.’

tyy famjily's satandard of living was at its best in
48, at the time whén Lthe purchase wvalue of the monsy was
atill good. Ever sinca, our standard of living went
S8teadlly down .

"I cannot recall that any friend of ours lived
better or was better off than ourselves. I only knew that
people who were Farty big-wigs lived well; they had a very
good income,"

"prexuxix=gex The extremely low Hunparian standard of
diving during the lest eight years is due only Lo the
regime’'s bad economic pelicy, the nationalisation, the low
quality of the conaumer goods due to the norm sysiem, and
also, of course, mnd maybe primarily,sthe foreign trade policy
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of the ODovernment, because everything that was produced

in Hungary was sent out (o Russia. It wes always Rugeds o N
RS B P instructions were to and what eas be
ghipped. ? k5T

nT also belisve that the so-called planned economy
which was carried out in a very haphasard way was greatly ReaPersiae
causing- the bad standard of living. Furthermore, tha
all-ont effort of the communist party to convert Hungary
to an indusdirial state.'

Be

Respondent could not give any dat@-regarding his
income because in 19556, the last couple of weeks, he
raceived L.50 florins per heur wages and that waz zll he
could Say.

Besides the head of the family,himsslfl, his younger
rother and mother were working in order to supplement
family income.

(3

According to respondent, his family mostly bought
food &t the state stores, especislly the main consumer
soods. Yery often, however, they had teo resort to the
open murket where goods were, even though more expensive,
of much better quality and fresher.

According to respondent, the price differesnces were
areater in ths years when the Black WMarketsering was at
its full swing in 1945 and 1946.

"Regarding clothiag, a8 I told you before, up to the
time when I did not yet work, my mother always bought me
sacond-hand clothesa, Later on, I bought my own clothea
or had them custom-made because I waé very finicky aboul
a3y clothes.”

"Retail distribtution was very bad in Hungary. The
clothes were mos tly dirscted to the cities where workers
lived oriindustrial centres. The retail distribuiion in
the provincisl aress was very bad. The regime always tried
toc please the working class ./



"It was extraemely difficult to get fairly standard
spare paris. Many people had to throw away their machinery
because they could not get the necessary spare parts.

fEspecially short in suppir WEEEX Was nulq mainly.
Then good quality shoes and clothing.*

PRegarding the black market, as I Baid, this flouwrish-
ed mainly in lﬁiS up to 19LT about, and mostly in food-

8 tnffs and clothing. The black market goods were usually
pretty expensive. Black marketeering was dangerous and
naturally everybody who was ru?nd puilty was locked up.
Usually the sentences were for’hoardingl! Pretty bad were the
times between !'52 and '53 in the field of food-stulf hoarding.
1 remember once seeing a big shop window where goods were dia-
played that were confiscated from somebody and huge let ters
sald, 'This and this nman was being caught in hoarding food-
stuffs.

D.

In momkix raferente to working conditions, respondsnt
gave the feollowing infommation:-

He worked a8 an electrical technician from seven ¢ill
four p.m. wWith half an hour lunch break. He had Ghis job
of his own chooeing because he went back toc the same plant
where he worked before he joined the army. And this was

his own profession.

His reolations with co-workers were very good as wall
as with his superiors, He disclossed that sll co-workers
and his supsriors were 2xcellantly qualified peopla and
very decent. Thay had only one party man there, a Jew,
who was also the Trade Union Steward.

He was satsified in his job but not satisfiad wi th wh at
he earned.

Regarding the Hungarian vacation, health and com-
pensation program, respondent sald, "Every enterprise and
plent had usnally its own health resort whereto the workers
wera sent. Howewver, the quota was set wary low, How many
peoples skmx could atisnd such vacation programs always de-
pended on the Trade Union recommendation. It was sxtremeljy
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diffieult to get & vacaition at a coveted nice job or at THE
& time you wanted.!

"The health program was preatty good. Thers was
a certain amount deducted from your wages for this purposBe
snd when you became 111 the health crganisastion took care
aof you.

n"The compensation or pension program on the other
hand was very bad. You had to pay deductions for your
pension fund but in the end you received very little. I
have heard that people received as little as 300 florins
pension per month. '

Es
LiVE
when asked where hae would have preferred to OF while
in Hungary, respondent said, "I always preferred, and still
would prefer, to be in the country bscause I like nature
and the open fields, trece, flowers."

According to respondant, the city-workers had a much
tetter diet in Communist Hungary, the general &tandard of
living, too, wes higher in the citles. In his opinion,
hewever, politically, people had it easier in the country-
eide.

"Hhen collectivisation was first introduced in
Hungary, I did not think very much{of it because in our
locslity every man who was sntruvsated with it didn't know a
thing about it. Llso, I kpew that the Hungarian peasant
deas not like to work for somabody elssa. They prefer to
wvork on thelr own land."

U-G- ey WLl
@ESULT

"I believe that sll peasents, the well-to-do and the
legse well-of conea tso, objepted to collsctivisation.

"T heard that collactives have bean dissolved mmamx during
the reveclution, and for the veary reasons bLhat people knew
that it cannot and will not work.”
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XI. THE POLITICAL LIFE

A.

Respondent was too young in 1948 in order to give
any opinion about the pelitical perties at that time.

He has heard sbout the Communist Party before 40
and the regime of Bela Kon but could not giwve any opimion
on it. But reepondent's cpinion o the Communist Periy
ia very bad.

H.

Atcording to respondent, there are three different
clagsas of party members. One, the idealist communist.
Two, the carcerist and opportuniast. And three, the one
who wee forfad or compelled to join the Party for some
reason or other.

14
ipxxkxxegarding the attitudes of the Party Members teo—whedh
respondent said; I do not know whether or
not gxpress any opinion because it was gllowsd to

exercise constructive coriticism enly and no destructive
eriticoism was weloomed by the Party.”

"Regarding party policies, I do beliesve thaet thsese
have changed during the last eight years becauss Lthe plens
did not fulfil their hopes, industry and agriculture did
not run Smoothly. Regarding pearty mambership, in ths
beginning anvbuﬂ* could jolin the party but later on

restriction ware impesed, slso—bhey—htoiso—menyP=—porieras.

e 1 believe that there are always some

factions and fighte within a party because the so-called
sociglist ideology i8 Just bunkum and every top perty leader
wants to be & dictator.l

"The general trend of the party policiesa depend aslwaya
on hoew the wind blows Irom Moscow. I am referring herse %o
the case of “ﬂ?k‘"

tegarding Party morale, respondent could not give &ny
information. However, he ssid, "There was a party
dictatorship, anywey."
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Regarding the aims and motives of the top leadsrs
of the Oommunist Party, respondent sgid, "I do not believe
that thess people can have any individual aims or motives.
They are directed by the central Soviet leadership and are
under their ¢nmmnnd¢ fhat thay pretend to achieve is what
they call a''socialist state''but T do not believe this, of
course. !

When asked what respondent thought should bs done
with Hungarian communlsts when Hungary is independeng, he
faid, "I would judge them according to what they have done.
Y believe that the moat f way to treat them would be
to glve them the aame sort of itreatment they gave to the
Hungarian peoople under their rule.®

C.

Regerding oppositien to the Communist Government
before the revolution, respondent was of the opinion that
vary little could be achioved théa=—way because the
oppression was far too great and the reprisals too streng,
He did not hear of eny sabotage or slow-downs of this kind,
either.

Regarding the activities of the intsllectuals, re-
spondent disclosed that he has heard about the intellectual ferment
that started in Szezed miversity. He also has heard of
the Petoli cirele, When I asked him, "How?', he sgid that
there was a hoy with him in the Army who wrots poeme and
who attended *harmeetun g and told him sabout them.

In respondants opinion, the intsllectuals only
formulated ideaes everyone held but did not bring anything
new.,

He believad them to boa the cpearhead of the rewvolution.

According e ESw=Tespondent, the intellectuals stood
up against the reogime bscguse they wanted freedom of speech
and did not want fto continue to write rsimEzariitzschedx
8lanted literature any more.
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XII THE APPARATUS OF POWER

g

Aespondent summed up his opinior and views on the
Hungarian AVH a8 follows:-

wpaa far &8 I know, sixty percent of the AVH rank
and file are peasant boys who are diefted into the army
and who are specially trained by tht¢ AVH for their omm
vile purposes, Then sbout thirty percent of the force
are the leaders who are kept by the force due to their
specific knowledge and training. ind ten percent of
the AVH force are the top exscutiver of the AVH who are
all-and-out-comnunis ta [

n"is T said before, the rank nd file is drafted
military personael. ‘"hey have to sirve three and a half
yvaars, which is longer than usual tacause at home we
sorved onlyl/$am or, 4in certain nnits like the
iirforce snd Panser Corps, three yoars, omdp,

Respondent and 811 his familr, friends, etc., had
no peraonal sxperience with AVH men, Also, he did not
hear of anyone who wantad to leave jhe AVH, suffered
ramorse, etc.

When Hungary is independent, respondent againy wants
to have the AVH punishad a8 the to] communist leaders
according to thelr activities, He also said that he would
have them tortured ths same way tha, they toritured their
innocent victims.

According to respendent, the regular police was
differant from the AVH bacaunse, first of all, and mainly,
the AVH have selected the top-beat peopls for their own
rank and file thus leaving only the stupidest part of
the draefted soldiers for the polic:.

He was of the opinion that ilie intallec tnal lewval
of the police force was extremely btad, es¢pecially in the
datectivea' foroa. ile wae slso of the opinien that the
rank and file eapaninlly}iﬂ opén to bribes but only under
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In respondent's axperience, the regular police force
weas displeying e neutral attltuvde towards the Freedom
FPighters, but later on Joined alsc in the fight. He has
seen, himself, at the Stalin Bridge,(formerly called
Arpaed Bridge,)that policemen handed over their arms to the

4 revolutionaries.

B.

Regarding the Courts, and how they werked before
15, respondent was too young at that time and cannot give
any opinion. Regarding the People's Courts betwesn 'L5
and *4T7, he said, that ne knew that theze were set up to
judge the so-called 'war oriminals' and velunteered the
opinion that probably some of the so-called 'criminals!
wers really guilty and mayhe some ol the sentences werse
just, but he said in the end, 'I really €@o not know for sure.!

1
W

When asked about the Hungarian Army and its attituds
during the revolution, he said, "The rank and file was
certsinly not against the revolutlon and later on all of
us went over Lo them. I believe that khmy on the whole
the Army was guite enthusiastic about the revolution and
most of the officers. As I mentioned, we itoo had some
officers who really wanted to help the reveolutionariss,
At £irst, I have heard that the Kilian Barracks went over and
then the Military Academy where I was on that very day. It
was8 quite interesting to gee that there I observed btwo
Korean officers who also jJoinsd in in the fighting and they
were shooting and killing Russiens 1like mad. //
- inwy o, oF TR X
"T do not know &ny differendﬂﬂr h’T#E 'Ergﬁraganﬁ&ng—-jﬁf*j
Leang. pvo geographical cEBferences.BiTvaTion, D MIS

When nosked whether thdare was any differenca in the
bahaviour of soldiers during the revolution relating to
class origin, he said, 7] couldn't tell because in our unit
we did nol have any pesadants or intellectunals, we were
modtly werking class people.

T —— T .

PEee— -, W ——
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"I was not suprised by the Army*s actions during
the Rewvolution but by the actioms of our officers, like
our Commander who did not give ammunition to the soldiers
who were ordered out to fight ageinst the revolutionaries.
On the whole, it seems that everybody was very pleasantly
gurprised by the attitnde of the Aray."

Phe Army's actions were explained by respondent
like this:

n] knew that everybody in the Army was very much
digssgtisfied, that wa were dressed and trained according
to Russian patterns and not a8 Hungarian soldiers. Every-
thing was shaped according to the Russian military patuern.”

hegarding the Hungarian Army during the Communist
regime, the respondent could give the following information:-

nT beleonged %o a technical unit, that of the Radio
Oare, and here of course everybedy was trained. I had %o
serve two years and, as I said before, we were all mostly of
the working class. Qur sergeants were not Communists, Gthay
just used to bark about s great desl, and I am sure that
mast of the officers did too. For instance, the one who
taught 1us the Political Seminary Class usually told ue what
to learn from the books. He never asked us whether we knew
anything and during the whole class he was reading 2 novel,
bnybody who wanted to become an officer, and who had some
brains, could become an officear. Hs was accspted by the
officars' Acadamy, where he had to study for tores Yyears.
We had some officers who belonged formerly teo the Herthy
Army and they were MNCOS and bacame regular officers later
On. gur Commander, feor instance, was & former Master-
Sergeant who belonged 2lsc to the Radic Unit im the Hortihy
ragimea. I only kaow of two officers who bslonged te the
Communist Party and these were of the Intelligence Service
Unit.MN

nThe relations of the officers to the enliated men
dopended on the officers themselves. Cn the whole, our
officers, slnce they were specially itrained peopls, and wa
ware, too, were very decent with us. T wae told thet with
the infantry unitcit was different.
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"Even though/ the regulations demandsd that only
20 to 30% of the men were allowed to go out for the day
because there was a 2L hours alert constantly in every
barracks, wa were dn & war-gzlert all the time,-our
offloers ushally let sbout 50~60% of the men have their
outings at the 2ame time.’

"Those who got batter treatment in the jprmy than
othare, were the ones who did participste in some sport

or @sxcelled in some sport. For instance, we had the top fuvGaAnrigz./

boxXer championd in owr unit, but thees we have never ssen
in the barracks. The¥ppenly confessed that they never
had it 80 goeod.” ,C’$£L$EE

"We did have political indoctrination lessons. We
wera taught Marxism, Leninism, Stalinism and the Communis tic
Doctrine four hours per week - Sometimes we even had six. '’

"Howaver, I do not think that &ny of us or our #H
Group was greatly influenced or taken in by those in-

doctrination classes. But maybe the younger generation
was,)

"We never talked politics among ourselves. We
rather talked about the girls. M

D

When asked whether feelings about the Russian Army
are due to the events of 18LE, respondent said, "¥o.
I rathar believe it's due to their behaviour in FPirst World
War, Many Hungarian soldiers wore in Russia at that time
also and my grandfather told me a great deal about RHussia
of thet time, how the pscple and the soldiers are. Further-
more, the beshaviour of the Ruasian Army vwhen they csme in
1944 and L5 to Hungary, the way how they behsved, how
barbaric they were, this, I think, is the main reason why the
Husgsian Qecupation Army was 80 unpopiular in Hungary. AB &
child, of course, I had experience enough with the Russian
Army hacause they were billeted in the village where we
lived. 1 remamber one day I wenit over %o beg soma bragd
from them and when I came homa my mother had all her hands
full %o de-lice ms. Thay ware filthy, thsy raped and
looted all ovser the wholes village.

s e it o . e
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ptherwise respondent could not give mny opinion
on Rusalan soldiers during or alter ths Revelution.
Howaver, he heard that the Ruesian troops that were
s tationed for a longer time in Hungary liked to live
there and did not want %o rsturn to Rusnia, This was
why the Russian troops were exchanged about every twe
years. The so-called military and industrisl "advisers
were exchanged every egix years, sald respondent, He also 1

B TR R

added that during the Hevolution aa long as the old

troops were in Budapest, these were guite decent. Tha
new ones sent in on November Lth were fierce and barbaric i
Mengols and Kirgis troops.

Respondant could not give any information regarding
the behaviour of Soviet 8oldiers during the revolution. .
He 2180 has not hpard of any cases of individual brutality |
by Sovietu soldiere towards Hungarians during the Revolution. i

Ee

Regarding whether or not local government officials
would be willing to forget the rules and kxxm help psopls
in trouble, #23 respondent disclosed that it so happened
ﬁh:t some acquaintance, relative or friend was willing %to

alp.

F.

Whether or not you could gat around some of the
regulations to a ceriain externt by bribasry or by pulling
ropes, respondent said, "The beslt way was to have some
connections, whether through & friend, or throungh a
relative; Also there were certain officafs wers bribels
w8 the most wsefnl way to get around the regulations, #
He mentioned here the Housing Allocetion Office. Res-
pondent alsc added that at the Army and the AVH yon could
not bribe anvbody.

”Lny of ficery caucht in accepting bribes was immediately
dismissed and imprisoned.”

EI.

Hegarding the efficiency, talent, intelligence of the
different grouvpsend psople who held power in Communist
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Hungary, respondesnt s5aid the following:-

nY know that the officers of the AVH were intelligent
and highly trained mmp people. They have trained thelr
personel in the different political sciences also they have &
Werd well trained radio and other technical staff, not to
speak abogt the detectives and the espionage group.”

o imong the Army top leadership they aslso had some
very good and highly %rained people, mainly of the older
officers from thse former Army, and the Bo~called parfisans.
Usually, the systiem was to keep the former Horthy regime
officers es long as they did not have anybody %rainsd for
the same Job. Then they dismissed the old man immediately.
on the whole, the whole Hungarien army had %o obey orders
from the So-called Russian’advisers! Tha same refers to
public administration./

"Recarding the Russlan Army leadership, they too have
some very shrewd old foxas like Zhukov. HHowever, what we
have seen, even the Russian Army is being purged and re-
shuffled according to thke Ruesisn Communist Pariy pnliur.”

#The public sdminisitratien officiasls sro mostly badly
trained people because the new public administration employees
received only & very short and insefficient training. The
lowe® achelon oonsisted moutly of the Rerawvgh Percovec it of the
old regime were the onos—mheo-ware ef ficientoVEs

i b Wi &
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XIil. ASGESSMENT OF FUTURE PROSFECTS FOR HUNGARY

As Reepondent dae* npt “npe that things will tae o tum to
the hetter im Lungnry in the nerr future,lut he expects
thrt assisn dictatorship wil:i, one day exterminnte
itself. He believes that n pnssive renistrnce will
continue in Hungar®as ol the opinion thakdamye Lfuture

¥4l dleverthalezs he belioven that oo vould be the only
radierl molution of the »roblem.

public opinion was much against war because
nobody wante bloodshed,

He was of +he opinion that nc means other than war
cen pechieve anything becauss the Russians are hard toe
concelted and double croesing.

D

Regarding how the people back in Hungary assessed
the prospects for Hungary during the laat eight or ien
years before the Nevolution, respondent said, "They did
not expect anything @ good to oome out of the whole
siltnation. We only expacted that things go from bad to
vorse, HNofthing good results from a Communist regime.
During the last ten years we were, bowevar, quietly
hoping thet maybe one day the whole of Russian dictator-
ship and tyranny will collapse."
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L1IV. S0CIAL, POLITICAL, AND ECONOMIC IDIEGLOGY

A

Reapondent would like to Ssee & truly democratic
political system 4in Hungary similar te that one in Austria.

B,

Regarding the desired economic system and emphases,
respondent sald, "I am of the opinion thet Hungary should
55% pertent emphasise agriounlture and L5% inﬁuﬂtrﬂ buttthﬁ
LiahT InvSust n_r-\—m' only . We do no
nnﬁ% Inuugh rak material to supply owr heavy industries. BruT
regarding the light industries, I think that the textile
indus try would be worth while tﬂE&ﬁvelnpgﬁnnﬁ also the
sroduction of ell consumer goods.

"Regarding agricultwre, I thinl that the fruit
zrowing should ba mostly encouraged in Hungery and also
the gEmmmanufacture of wines then, Ragarding agri-
cultural preducts I think Hungary ought te grow wheat
and other corns.

overthrown

"If the Communist regime were Withgwawn, I beliave
that the State-owned national enterprises should to a certsain
parcent be given back to the people. I am thinking of
giving out the shares of sach state enterprise to the people,
so that really the pecple shonld be the owmerS

"Regerding the state farms and kmikgizsxz kolkhoses
T would return the land to the former owners up to one
hundred to two hundred acrea, and the rest I would kesp in
the hands of the State. The kolkhozes I would like to
588 dissolved aliogsther.”

tegarding the different enterprises, the transportation
companies and all power stalions and publie uvtilities should
remain in the hands of the State, a5 well as anything that is
connected wiih the Hungarian GlraniumoRE

"g balieve that & hundred to twe hundred acres of land
sHould be the maximum limit of land any ones person or Tamily

PR Mg
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may own in an independent Hungary."

When asked which kind of Government respondent
would llke to sse in an independent Hungéary he those the '
firot possible kind offered, the one that guarsntees
personal freedom to the individuel. He said, "If every
parson i8 granted his persconal freedom then there iz free
enterprise a2lsp which is a healthy economy under which
every one can makse a good living."

Respondent would not fayour the ountlawing of the
Communist Party in an independent Hungary because, "there
wouldn't be any members for that party any more, The
Hangarian people have known for twelve long ysars what
Communism means.m

[]'

Regarding what kind of internationel position the
raspondant would prefer for an independent Hungary, he
said, "I would like %o have s complete neuntrality like
Austria has, but on ths other hand, due to the atrategic
gituation of Hungary I think you need & close alliance
with the West like the ona of West Germany would be more
useiul and more sure.” Regarding reapondent’s jidesa on
relations with the U.85.5.R., Faat European States, Rest
of Europe, and the United States he would not like to see
any military silliances with the above-mentitned countries; f
bhowaver, he would no% mind %o have economic and cultural -
ralations even with the Soviet Union but he would certainly
vary much welcoma all economic and cultural ties with all
the rest of the world.

Regarding the federation of Danubian states, the
respondant has hsard something abtout this idea but could
not remsmber when and where. He added that this
dederation, in his opinion, would eonly work if it would
consist of an economiec federation and no military ties
attached, He taid that the idea is good, and if workable,
all Danubian states should participats for difforent regsons.
The Czechs and Ausirians becauss it would be very lavorable
for Hungzary, and also the others, because a3 he put it the
other three Danubian countries are under-developed and wonld
maan a very good market for the Hungarian products.
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Rezpondent did not find Hungary's present boundaries
agcaptable, He thought that ¥&e plebescite would be the |
best solution under international control. However, he |
added, that et present he doesn't think that the Soviet
Union would concede that any suck plebescite be held in |
thede areas and therefore at present he does not see any f=asible
splution of this prob¥lepn ,

Respondent was quite concerned about the problem of
Hungarian minoritiesa but admitted that the problem is too
complex and possibly would not be solved for quite some time.



XV THE FORMATICOR OF PUBLIC OPINION

Ae
Respondent has never hsard of the 20th Party Congress
or Khrushchev's secret speech to this congress.

Keither did he hear anything about Senator McCarthy
or the Un-American Activities Committee, the fall of Peron,
and the reason for it.

Regarding the private life of Rakosi, he alsc wag
vary uninformed., He said the only thing he heard, that
i1 was rumounred his wife was Russian one who wore the pants
in the Tamily and issusd the orders to him.

E-

Regarding sources, WHERE fron respondent draw
most of his information, he listed them sa follows.
First of all, word of mouth, them radio and newspapers.
He thought thet of these sources the news he got by word
of mouth was the most important for him because he very
seldom listened to the radio and very seldom read a news-
EMEE DGPEr, And also, as he said, "Anything that was in
the papers, or given out om the radio, was slanted and
dis tortaed. You couldntd believe even Hadio Pree Europe,
they sometimes put out a pack of lies also."

C. nespondent received mostly political and economic
news by word of mouth from his co-workers, friends and
relatives. He thought that about thirty percent of the
news he received by word of mouth he Believed.

Ds

Regardinz the reading habits of respondent; he
disclosad that he very seldom read any newspaper and Some-
times bad s glance at the SZABLDNEP. ti.ife and Sclenca!
periodical, however, he read quite regularly. He also
read fiction, wiually Hungarian translations of foreign
suthors, classics and modern, and also Hungarian classics
end moderns,
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Ivli. EVENTS CUTSIDE HUNGARX

A
REgarding the chancea of changes inside Russia,

respondantis ideas were as follows:-

nPhere might be some change happen inside Russia but
only by means of & revolution.®

Regarding the feelings of the people in Russia about
the communist regime, recpondent told that several of his
comrades in the army who were taken to manoeuvres inside
Russia told upon returning that the people inside Russia
ara dissatisfied with the regime.

However, respondent said that he does not believae
that changes would happen if Russia had a free slection
because, "the Russien people are far btoo stupid and backe
ward. They do not know for what to wvote."

Regarding the aime and motives of the top Communisd
laaders of Tussia, raspondent said, "I believe that tholm
people have only one aim and this is the dictatorship Wy
one person only and that!s why they will keep on fighting
between sach other. Blobally their aim is %o impose
Soviet xEEm world domination.

#Tthe difference between the Russian top Communist
leaders and the Hungarian Communist leadership was 2o in
defect that the Hungarian are the 'yes-men! and servils
puppets of the Russlan leaders who issue the orders, "

B.
The relative popularity iIn Hungary of the other
satellite nations was put by respondent as followsi-

Most populer was Poland because of a mutnal &nd
centurise-long hardship and hisforical ties, Sscond come
the Czechs bescause many Hungarians have to live undsr the
Bzach rule. Then, he said, cams Eastern Qermany becauged
everybody in Hungnr%# respected the talent and the industry
of the OGermans.
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According to respondent, Yugoslavia was not so
pupular in Hungary since the rfﬁ bloodahad. Rumania

and Pulgaria were at the botitom of the 1ist of popularity
for the reapondent because the Rumanians, as he said, "are
dirty people," and beosuse Bulgarians ars very backward,

In respondent's opinion if free elections were
held in these countries, apart from Poland, hs was sure that
in Txlg Yugoslavia Nabional Communism as enforced by Tito
';unlﬂ- p:;avnil. In other countries, the Communiets would
os9 oub.

Regarding the standard of living, respondsnt gave
the llst as followsj-

According to the bost of his knowledge, the standard
of living is best in Eastern Qermany. Second beat, is in
Caechoslovakia, followed by Hungary, Poland and ending wi th
Rumania and Bulgaria.

i

Regarding Poland, respondent was of the opinion
that the Comulkats Govermment at firast was a genuine
change but now in the meantime it haa become a puppet
governoent.

He does not believe that Comulka's policy
represents a =tep in the right direction and also he was of
the opinion that GComulka's future depends entimely on what
the Russians want. He does not Gelieve that Poland cutlooks
ara too bright. In fact, he said that he even thinks that
the slituation in Foland will deterioriate.

Respondent's views have changed to the effect that in
the very beginning he was of the opinion that Gomulka's
actiona were right, now he sees that he conld not improve
tha position ¢f his couniry wvery much.

In reepondent's ppinion events in Poland have
an effect on evenis in HEungary before the Revolution bescause
the Polish thaw was moestly the rsason why the Hungarian
intellectnals have dared to raise different issues.
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During and after bthe Qctober Revolution, howaver,
he did not see any effects on the svents in Hungary.

Respondent has heard of the Posnan events and the
Foznan triales by getting the news Ly word of mouth, and
also he said that the Hungarian press and radio has &lso
dealt with this newa.

When asked wheiher or not he had preferred the
Hungarian Revelution to take 8 path along Polish lines,
he said, "at that time when I was back in Hungary I would
not have liked to ses a Polish-like Solution but now when
I em Rooking back and from a distance I think it would have
been better because after all soc many lives have been lost
in Hungary end the situation is getting worse really. In
Foland on the other hand, even though not wvery much has
changed at least they haven't lost s¢ many of their people.®

D.

Acgorcing to respondent, it was not Tito who in-
vented National Communism. He, howaver, said that Tito
i’ a pretty smart politician.

The respondent!s attitunde to National Communism,
wes as follows:-

"National Communism is a little bit better than thae
Sg-called !'Scocialt' Communism, but the Hungarian nation
would not bs sstisfied with any sort of communism, and nobedy
would like Nationzl Communism elther because af ter gll this
is alsox a dictatorship.™

Respondent's viewsn on Tito's relations wi th East
European nations, Russia, and the WEst, ware 88 follows:-

#Tito iz thes men who always pre-detarmined hisz pelicy,
How 1t 15 +Lthe best £or him. Fe can be lovey-dovey ons day
with one pertner and at brsak the next. He is an opportunist.n

"As fer @8 I remember, his atbtitude was that of sirict
nentrality regzrding the Hungarian Revelution."
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"At to Tito's popularity, I think he must be pretty
popular gince the standsrd of living is MAHER and labor
conditions are betber than in Eungary. Teaw  u #uuﬁ,nmf

"Howaver, I do not know how freedom of expression
and other personal freedomz are in Jugoslavia."

e

"The whole situation in the Sues was brought about
on Ruasian instigation by Nasser, and therefore I think he
wa3 completely wrong. I think that the Anglo=French
invasion of Egypt was right but I hold the oppo=ite view
regarding the Isreeli invasion.

T do not think that Egypt had the right to nation-
alize the Canal, becsusc after all an international asree-
nent must be respected.

¥whether or net evenis in Egypt had any effect on
developments in Hungary, respondent could not tell.

F e

According to respondent's knowledge, the living
s tendards in Western Cermany are extremely high and the
highe8t in the whole of Western Europe.

A8 to whether or not the Oermans are dangerous and
may start another war, respondent said, "If the Oermans
will ba united ona day; they might start a war but only
against Russia.

Nfhe Veat Ceormen re-armament therefore is quite right
because they are arming against communistic demination.

#As far a8 1 know, the West Oerman Army is one
hundred thousand men which 15 much less then the Prench and
the British, I think. 1 am not surs how long the term of
servica is in the West Cerman Army. Is it three yesrs,or
lesa? I do not know,n

Regarding the populariby of the German gnd the Russian
as compared to each olher, respondant ssid, “The most
distastefnl cccupation army to me, personally, was the
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inssian one because I find them an immorasl, barbarous,
cultiureless lot.

¥The Qerman Army vas far better disciplined as to
‘both officers and men.

"In my opinion, it was the Russian Occupation Army
that was more unpopular in Hungary."

G‘I‘

When esked about NATO, respondent said, "Yes, I
<now why NATO was8 set up. It was supposed to ba a
military strength against communist aggression and T am
furs that hendn't it been 36t up the Ruseisns would ait
wow in whe blank middle ol Europe."

When acked %o compare NATO with the Warsaw Pact,
e said, "Members of the Warssw Fact had &z to sign under
duress and it was compulsory, and this is the main
differenca if you compare it to NATO."

Respondent Ghought tnat NATO is an intermational
delaence organization which has mzsmy & very important
role in the defence of Europe.

ltespondent had ne opinion to give about thes British
Ll.'bni.ll' Pﬂ't?-

respondent'd impressions of the living standards of
varions countries wers &8 follows:-

He put the highest living standard for ¥Western
Gers=any, Iollowed Ly Great Fritain, then Biypt, the Soviat
iinien, Italy and Gr-eece.

H,

When asked what surprised him most about America
durdng hie first few wonths here, he said, "First of all,
Y wad quite amazed to See¢ Ltlhose outside laddera on tha
apar tment houseo, At [irat I thought thal thess are the
resgular steps wnere you come down from thz houses. Only
later ond did T {ind out thet they are fire escapes,
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AThen I was very much taken aback by the credit
gyetom hera. I am thinking now that you can open a
charge account and buy anything on very little down and
pay on the instalment. This is quite unusual for us
because people just buy things without having the material
backing. 1 think this is wrong.

spurthermore, J was greatly appalled to sees how
children were oducated here and theQmeral standerds'<
Ty

¥ae to what the Tnited States should do mow for the
nsoples of Eastern EBurope, respondent said, "United States
should do nothing for the Bastern Duropesan nations but
otght to enforce economic, and wvery surict ones, Sanctlons
on the Soviet Unicn. In my mind, the actual peolicy and
present foreign policy of the United States is far too slow.

nThe United Statea should not give any ecomomic
assis tance to the present governments of Poland, Yugoslavia,
Hungary and a1l tha rest of Eastern Buropean nations bscause
this economic aseistance would only go into the pockeis of
the Soviet Union."

Respondent said that his attitude did not chenge
gince he csme to the United Stetes.

Respondent was of the opinion Lhat the American
Government should not sccept the present governmeni of
Hungary a8 the rightful one. However, he did not sce any
reason to broak off diplomatiec ralations.

Reapondent was slso of the copinlon that people in
Sunzary wonld like to see more Western wvisitors, mostly
tourists, the newspapermen, ané glao actors and singers of
internetional fame,

He thouzht that such visitoers shanld be told befeore-
hand that any conversation they would like to conduct with
the psople in Hungary should be under 'lour eyas!'.
Rezpondent believed thabt the right people to tsll these
prospective visitors to Enngary would be %the new immigrants
and especially the intellectuals.
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Aesponcdent wae of the opinion that 1if the Hungarian
Governmant would permit then peopls back home would rejoice
in getting Western bocka and poriodicala. These would be
sent to libraries, universities.

Respondent was elsc of the opinion that people would
be lavorably impressed by the fact that Hungarian exiles
are afsoolated wlth such activitlies as Western visitors and
rablications becaunse, &3 he 5aid, "this would prove {o them
that we have not forgotten them and are Lrying %o help
them iom a way."

Respondent had no idea why the Tnited States has
launched the Murshall Plan in 1948, TUpon second thought,
he said that probably the Marshall Flan was some sort of an
ald.

Respondent believed that in 1950 America becsme in-
volved in the Korean War for economic and political reasons.
The economic raasons he saw America's inteantions to ensuras
the Korean market, the political reasscons, in order to stamp
Communist expension,

i

On the United KNatlons, respondent held the following
epinion. He thought that the United Naltions has missed
the tus and they do not exploit the Russian weakness and
hesitation at that time. In his opinien, the United
Hations is wvery weak and can'!t enforce its will and ta GHT
only on the amall countries, but cannot do anything egainst
Joviel Russia. Respondent doe8 not see any chanoe of
effective M,.4, action for Hungary in the forsesadble Tutdrs.
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XVII. ENOWLEDCE OF AND ATTITUDES TOWARD SELECTED PERSONALITIES

A

When asked who in his opinion is the grestest living
Hungarian, respindent said, "I cannot give any name as to
politicianad but I think that{ Zoltan Kodaly 4is a great
Hungarian because of his musical achievements., He is a
great connoisseur of iHungarian music.

Ba

Regarding the respondent's reactlions to & number of
persons of importance hes5 opi V| ON Whas
o8 follows:-

"imre Nagy to my mind is a serlous, reliables and
sensible person.”

"Cardinal Mindszenty is the one who always fought
againat Communism."

Mlaszlo Rejk, he dared to diverge from the Moscow
line and then he was ‘done in', now thev haove rehabilitated
him,"

"Erno Gero and Janos Kadar are only puppets of the
fussians.®

"¥ have not heard anything about Gsneral Bela
Kiraly."

"I am mad at Anna Eathlr because she left Hungary at
the time when we would hdve needed her most. I do not
Imow wWhy they make sutch & fuss about her hare.®

Regarding the other sclecied personalities, respondent
nad the follewing views,

"Prevident Elsenhower, in my opinion, seems to he unable
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to enforce his will on the Congress."

"Eecretary-feneral Hammarskjold is a drawing-room
Communist.n

"Foreign Secretary Dulles of the United Statea i3 a
good politieisan,”

"Eden was the former Foreign Secretary to England.
I don't know anything about him,"

"Weither have I any opinion about former President of
the Tnited States Harry Truman.®

With referencs to the third part of selected
personalities, respondents reactions were as follows:-

"Mikoyan? %ho was he?®

“Nehru? He's all out for peacs. It really has to
be seen how he i8 golng Lo exploit this situation.™

"Generalissimo Chiang Kal-chek? He is the Chinese
dic tator."

"Farenc Hagy was a bad politician.®
"I disapprove of Roosevell's policies.?

"Chancellor Adenheuer, on the other hand, s a very
smart peoliticlian,®

1Stalin i8s a notorious dictator,2 or rather was."

"I do not know anything about Malenjov. I kanow that
Generalissimo Pranco iz the dictator of Spain."

Raspondent did not know who Aneunrin Bevan is., or
Khrushcher he had the opinion thet he talks too max much and
i3 bragsing.

On Moleotow, he said, "Isn'%t this the one who allegedly
committed suicide right now,n Respondent did not know who
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XVIII. ATTITUDES TOWARD EXILES AND EXILE ACTIVITIES
A.

When asked who escaped from Hungary primarily,
respondent said, "It was mostly the intellectualas and the
workers who left Hungary after the Revolution. Thair
agzes varied from 18 to iﬁ mos tly and the great majority
of them came from the cities, even from as far a5 Debrecen,
and even from Zahony, but the greastest part of them came
from Budapest and the western cities.

When asked as to why they left Hungary, respondent
thonght that bscause they wanted to live in freedom.

According to respondent, the Hungarian peasants came
out in very =2mall numbers because the Hungarlian peasant is
very much tied to his land, The respondent alsc believed
that, of course, the Communists did not leave Hungary.
However, he could not give any opinion or his feelings aboub
them,

In respondent's opinion, people in Hungary say that
those who have escaped hava done the right thing.

Assuming that the Communist Government is still in
powelr in Mmgary, and psople had & chance to come to the
West, respondent believes that only 20% of the population
wonld stay behind. These would be the very old and the
Communie 8.

B.

Respondent, while in Hungery, was not eware of any
organizsations or individusls sctive in the West. When I
handed him the list of organisstions and indiwviduals I drew
& complete blank, There were vedfy few of Himx them he

heard the names menitiomed but didn't knmow anything mofe about
them,

C.
kespondent has not met any Hungarians who escaped to
the West after '45 but returned 4o Hungary later on.
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Respondent, however, heard about the Communist
redefection campaipgn lapnched now after the Revolution.
He thought that the aims were twofold,; economic and
pelitical, Economic becauvse the refngées were mostly
highly skilled workers and there wsz a great shortage
of them, and secondly, political because they wanted to
Bho¥ to the Wost that evervithing is fine within Hungary

- and people want to go beck.

Respondent was of the opinion that the whole re-
. defection campaign was Sheser propaganda on the side of
the Communists.

Respondent told me also that he has heard iizam about
paople who when expressing their wish to return to Hungary
ware told xtkat the Huongarian Communist Legations what to take
back. For instance, one boy took back industrial diamonds
from Canada and, of course, was prompily relieved of them
at the Hungarian border.

-D-

is to what people in Hunpgary wounld like to know
about exiles, reapondent said that all of them bsck home
are interes ted in what kind of lifo the lmmigrants are
leading here, what jobs they have, and how they are faring.
He, on the other hand, thourht people in Hungary ought to
know that you have to work very hard here, also he thought
thet thay onght to know how high the taxation in this country
ig.

(Respondent seemed to have resented very much that he
has to pay %o mumi much in income and other taxee on his
sarnings. )

As to what the exilea should know, respondent said,
npPiret of all, they ought 4o learn English fast and well.®
Ha, however, was unabla to give any other idea what the
axiles or he himeelfl ocould personally do.

Respondent thought that he wounld like %o Jjoin an
sxile organigzation but & purely Socisl one and he would not
mind an existing one or one that ought %o be set up now. 1In
hie opiaion this organisation ought to inform the Hungarians
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of all world svents.

He thought that this organisation should be mada up
of new and old exiles alikaes

(Respondent had great misgiving regarding those old
immigrants who are here already fortiy years or so
and still do not know English properly. He thought
this is a disgrace.)

Regarding Hungarian politicdl parties before 'LB, and
parties in exlile, respondent could not give any information.
Ha was much too young besfore '48 anyway.

48 to politicel parties revived in Hungery during the
Revolution, respondent said, "This was far too soon, that the
political parties were revived in Hungary. I have heard of
Lhe Smallholdert's Party and the Feasant Party at that time
but probably there were quite a few more. I think that it
was wropg to start parties and divide forces when thse
Russians were &till in Hungary.

Respondent did not sge any reasons why groups that
went into exile previously should have returned %o Hungary
to participate in the revived parties.

B
Regarding respondent's own plans for the future, he
said, "I would want to go back to Hungary only iZ as a

o

vigitor, even if Hungary ia free,"

However, he was very emphatic about the teaching of
Hungerian a8 well &8 Fnglish to his children in the United
States il he evar haes any.
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XIX. AUDIENCE REACTIONS TO RADIO AND LEAFLETS

Ae

ftespondent stated that he listened %o foreign radio
stations while in Hungary, bto the Voiecs of Amsrica, Radio
Free Europe, BEBC, and to one Yugoslav otation in Hungarian.
He thought that the recekption was best for the YugosSlav
station and Radio Free Europe was Jjammed mostly. Ha
always listened to broadcasts in fungarian but very seldom
and not regularly at all,

He, however, told everybody what he had heard and he,
tooc, rscelved news the sane way.

He listenad on his family's radio or on the radio of
the Army in the barracks. He disclosed that all the boys

iistened gquite freely and did not mind mhaxkkxtusx who
listened to it. Very oflen, their officsrs aleo were
present when they listened to the forseign radios.

e also heard Westoern broadcasts at second hand from
people heo knew,

Respondent could not tell what kind of risk was in-
volved in listening to the broadcasta. He did not care
very much about them. However, he Said that in 1956 people
bacame more careTess and listened to them more openly and
frealy.

Respondent summed up his resaoctions to the foreign
radio broadcasts ss follovsi-

"] do not have a very gocd opinion of the Radio Frae
Furope broadeasts and somatimes 1 was downright mad a2t them
because vary often they would put out lies. It was vary
easy %o find oub the truth. I preferred to liaten to the
radio from England or from Washington. fhey wera mors
factual,

T —

B————
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The raspondent wes of the opinion that Radio Frese
Europe has entoursged the population during the Revelution,
He was of the opinion that ths Radio Pree Burope did help
to inclte the Hungariam people by holding oub promises of
Weatern help.

fiespondent thought, however; that Radio Free Europe
ghould neverthelase continue to broadcast inte Hungary but,
as he gaild, less talk and more facis.

)

e thought that political and econamic news would
be all right and also he wounld welcome any programs in
referance mkthmxixswifaxmiexx with art, music, ste. But,
he sald, no anti-communist propaganda should be broadcaat
to Hungary soy more.

Be
Respondent did net know anything asbout FEP leaflets,

C.

About the Free Europe leaflets, respondeni disclosed
that he has seen them coming dowm but did not have eny one
in his hands. This happoned in the vieinity of Budapesat.

He had no informaéticn whether or not there was any
risk involved in plcking up Free Europe leaflets. He
kriew, however, that Bhey had to be surrendered. He did
not have any opinion abount these lseaflets snd thought that
leallat dropping into Hungary has no effects whatsosver
and ailso he did not 8See any reason why it shounld be continued.

De.

Aespondent thought that Western Groups that broadcast
and sent leaflsts inte Hungary had one common aim and that
waz anti-communist propaganda but they went about their aims
with difforent methods.




iX. CHILD REARING AND DISUIPLINE

When asked to givae his idea or his views on how
children should be brought up, respondent said:-

"I think that a child must be tanght first of all
to be bonest, %o lead a moral life, and %o be respsotful
towards his psrents and his bedterd.ELDCRS

"In my opinion, a child must be disciplined and
regarding diseipline that depends on the ohild, physical
punishment never hurt anybedy.

"1 think that quite naturally the treatment, or
rather the sducation, of boys and girls is different.”

When sgked to give an incident, what heppensd !
when he was punished for hia demeanor, respondant recallaed
that he was about three or four years old when his mother
set the table end was expecting guests. He pulled down
the table-cloth and everythipg went down te the floor. He
got a terrific beating, of course. He said that on the
whole both of his parents punished him and 1t slways
depended on the misdemeanor. Sometimes he wgs jJust beling
talked to properly, other times ha was beaten up.

Amon g people respondent knew, all families punished
their children whe were six years old or even oldar, both
girlas and boys.

Respondent thought that the form of punishment
varied for the dlfferent sorts of classes because, as he
Sald, "The pezsantsd werse always nuch more brutal with
their children and they beat them much more than the
iantellectual class vwhere they treat their children better and
try to talk sense to them rather instead of bsating.r
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Respondent saw & change in this during the last ten
vaars becaude, he thought, the sutherity of the parsnts and
the tesachers has greatly diminished.

AS to whon parents stopped punishing their children,
snong peapla reapondent know,; he s8id, "Physical punishment
for beys is usually abendoned between fourtaen and Tifteen,
Lfor gzirls between ten and twelve years.

TPunishment, in general, asumong people I knew was
abandoned for boys around twenty and around sixteen Eor
savantesn for pgirls.

"I do not know whether this varles by sococial class or
not. This wes as I have seen it."

“lumaunism dié bring About a change in this respect
cecauss itbhe parents have no mere itime enough to lock after
their ehildren, and since both parsnts usuaslly work chlldren
ara lefd{ very much to themselvea.®

According to rermpondent, thers were changea Lthrough
the last ten years in the way children were diseiplinad
during their firct eight years in school,

The naiture of discipline before Communism consisted,
accaradaing vo respondent, in getting & good smack now snd then,
they wers put in & corner, they got raps on their knuckles with
& ruler, thay woere of ten locked up af tar classes. Then thers
were the report cards that were sent to Lhe parents.

The natures of discipline during the Communist rsgime
were only the report cards and sometimes, in the lower c&-&&a&%ﬂ bgs
the ehildren woare kept afier olasses, lotked up, or had to
eneel in tho corners, but that was all.

When asked what chargcteristics respondent valued most
in a friend, he said, "Mutual understanding, for me, 1Is the
most important thing. A good friend of mine must understand
me wall; and should always be ready to heip.n

"Whother or not there have been any. changes in frisnd-
ship under Communism, ] oannot say because I wag too voung be-
fore communism towk pweEL in Hungary and 8o I cannot compare
it %o the situnation now."




