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PAHSONAL CHAXACGTER DESCHIFTION

Respondent is a middle-aped womn with short figure, round faca, 1ight
brown halr, clean ayes. Neet and pleasant looicing, with a youthful
appearancd and movaments. She has a girlish gttitude, sa on eminent
Highschool atudant, little stiff, 1ittlis hypocratic, moving along the
pet moral end other rules of human soclsty, but spotted all over with
the outbrealm of her matumal inmstincts. This comes cut clearly in hay
answers; vhich, st flret are sudten and instinctive, - then she sta~ts
to think and vould 1ike to orgamize what sha sald according to the milles
ghe conniders more rerfectiand at the ond, sha sort of melts hear stary
into & melancholic philoaphy. Thie dialectical effcrt of har mind
confuses her, and ste becomes forgetful, reticemt, and comnlaining
continubusly that she cammet express herself. Inz lerge part of hir
intervisw this struggle of her mind makes har trring to give short,
sutomatio answers and escape the difficultie= through hypocrisy.

She is the off-apring of a Semllholder Ta'ni‘y from her mother's side,
and has the prids, individuality and &Gsity of the well-deing
Hungarian psasants. She never liked teo be commnded.

The Communists knew well why they geparoted this "glasa" - cellinm g
tham KULAES.

Her father - who oame from a villaje-tsscher'a fomily - seemingly coildn't
stand, too, to work under the comrand of hia lather-in-law,amd loft
her mbther, coming out to the USA 30 yuers ago.

Raspondent grew up in hijer mother's family and was 2 worker in the
sgme branch mffome since she finished public school.

AL Gy
Uorking as a printer, she becams intersstad in reading and AN
she bacams - a Peader.” Throught this, today, she is somevhere
betwasn the workers and the intellectuals, as she herself admits.

She divorced her husbend, teo, during the war and doesn’t 1like %o talk
about him at all. She must hav had quite a lot of problams with Wm wmgn,
but wes shy to touch the question and says that she Is afraid of men. im
Howevar, she mentions In the npext half hour, two men vho want to
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Persoral charecter inmvantory, cont.

The Ceommunist System together with her childhood experiences -

gtrict mothar - made her a port of cautiocus,buttonsd-up end

fearful one. Very often she gilvef her answers whispering and asks

with 2 worried tonat "But you won't put this dowm, wll youi".
Neverthsless, when the answer wgs put down, she slarts laughing and says)
"Oh, you did put it downi" - end dosun't seem Lo care anymore.

She im not inclired tlward politics at all; but wery intsrested in
peychology, spiritiualism, yoga, etc. Her viaw aof 1ife is rethar
philosonnical, tending towardia sort of balance bstwean the etarmal
forces of "good " and "bad"; therefore she iz more disil usionsd
than ideslistic, which tendancy is well-fed at the present by her
frustration toward her father.

He, &0 his sisters, gave resspondent a very tad recepticn, and hu‘dlittg'
her completely — aa well as the Priast who handlad her csse. Un top

of it, sha liven under very bad circumstences. Malkes $28 a week atl

Horh snd Hardart, and has & very pocr spartment. This makes her bitter
against the whole country. However, lier basio ambitious character

dosan’t let hur down. She wants to fight apd climb up again, snd believe 2
in ebatter future for hersslf.
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II1. CHEOROLOGY OF PEASONAL EXPERIANCES, ACTIONS, ATTITUDES AND
EXFECTATIONS DURING THE HREVOLUTION.

« "On October 22, Iwas at the dentist of the university and when I
finished, I stopped at the university library, which I visited very
often anyway. I hesrd there, just talking to the librarian, that
the stodents would have 2 silent demonstration on the 23rd. In the
morning of October 23, I put my apartwent in ordar and had an
sppointuent with the dentist again at 10 o'clock. Armund 11, the
university students and their professors ptarted a dememstration i
fropt of the undweraity building. I pessed the crowd on & 4y bicyule
coming from the dentist, stopped and listened to tha apeaches of Lie
stucenta. They presemted thair pointe, btut I don't remember them.

I only remsmbor that they asked for many things, goed things.".

"Of course I was very happy when I heard sbout the demondtrtion -
wvhe wouldn't? lowever, the aggrsasion was so gstrong durinsg the lan:
yeers that I didn't expect too much of 1t."

"About 7 or £ o'clock in the evening, the demonstration comtinusd.
I wasn'i there. 1 opdy heard about it from my collesgues who came
in to work around 10 o'cleck for the night shift and carried smmundticn
with them into the printing office where I wrked thst day from 2
o'clode %o 10 o'clock p.ms They said that the demcnstretion turned
wild. Ve had quite sesimomesfin the shop,toe, Hwrybody wanted to
lemew avarything. The people talked excitedly about the svents ovtaida
The telephomes rang, telling the nems. The situation wes the following,
88 our colleaguas told us. The students wantad to remove the red =:ars
from the police tuilding and from the & Oti building and ome af tha
boys wns shot down togather with the star by an AVH men. The AVH broke
up the crowd and suarted firing on the peopls . The people were
frightensd and went homs. Accund 10 o'clock in the evening everything
was over. When I left the shop I met twe students whom I knew and tho
lived in the sam direction. They took part in the demonstration sl
83ld everything was over., But I don't remember sbout the datails ey
told,"

"1 waon't afraid about the evenis. I have only one life amyway and we
were coapletely indifferent at that tige."
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"The pews of the revolution relieved us and wa thought that if such

a demonstration could taks place than we workers can come out wlth
our claims and maybte have soma sucosss. I don‘t remsmber exactly

how meny days after the 23rd we started a sitiing strike in the shop.
I want every day te my working place but we didn't work, cnly hung
around and chat, Tha stmoaphore was free. ¥e talked about our wishes

that the Russizns should lesve Hangary, ¢te." Sxklescessretimeyckisec
svions dnmsrik e riirrsmix

"The Workers Councll was formed in the msantime., Tha Workers Coundl
wanted to occupy the airfield from the Hussians. Thorefore, the pacple
didn't want to give the Russiuns the food and gescline, their reguler
quote. Hheroupon, the commander of the Rusaisns rent a msssage that

he would come out vith & tank and got everything from the peopls by
force. At that point the Workers Council bresdcasted over the radio
what I heard, that the pesepls should give the Eussiane their 4q ueta,
'If we giyve onatihe food for 12 years, then we give it to them
as long as they wn't withdrev from Hungary.' tha Russian coumander
promised the vk Workers Council that be would not take part in any
attack against the psople without notifying the Workars Council before.™

"The details of the negotiatiops I heard from & colleagua of mina whe
participated in the meetings the Workers Council vetad on Ul BoUE
subject. HNe was & vary intelilgent and educated men. Ho was n precs
man. He notified vs every doy in the shop sbout the currant’ avents "

"The Russiane didn't vithdraw any troops during the revolution. Thuy
only repieced those troops which we had bafore, smoung them the commnder
with whon we made ths above mentioned sgreement. And they sent entirely
naw Russisps Secfees for Novembsr 4."

aybe £y 0>

"Tha every dey life was almost the gs always. Moy /theThan, &

mas #%g between Oct. 23 and Nov. 4, we didn't have to line up

for food. We could get anything without any trouple. DBecause of s
atrikes, howver, after November 4, some other goods could not be supplied.
For instance, the dentist couldn't put my false tooth into my mouth
because the technician didn't wrk. 1 had te leawe Hungary without

that tooth. The children didn't geo to scheod. The facteriss didn't

work. But that was mostly aflter the Novaamber 4."
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"The Commonist pert secretary told w during the revolution that

the revolutionists are Fascists. (He had a biz mouth, but actually
he didn't harm anybedy.) I answered him that those people are not
Fascists, but heroes. We had an argument and it could be felt that
I was on the workers' side and not on the management's, Bacausa of
this, after November 4 I knew that I -:uu;ﬁ‘n‘t keep my 3jeb. We
haven't worked regularly sfter lmoawsy Novembsr 4, in spite of the
Hnssian ressure o start working . 72 fe was B PERIOD W=y
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D.

sanswsnnsihiat was H:lini to hrﬂpl:ﬂ“' who will bs fired. This want

on for a few weeks. I lived aleng the Nyiregyhesa-Zshony.t Dgy Liahw Y

and night the Hussian tanks poured inte Debrecem and theprswre 2w 4S

scared that the same thing would happen to us as in 1945. On the

19th of November, I suddenly had an instinct wasdd I had to leave,

I toodk my bicycle, went to my mother™® and teld har that I would

leave and come out to my father (who lived in the United States

for the last 30 years), tecause I was afreid of the Rusalan eoldiers."
after 1

"I laft Dsbrecen on the & 20th, and pkaxy® was captured by the

Husalans, releassd egain, and went through al)l kind of adventures,

1 laft Hungary on the 28th of Novembsr.!

won
"ilaybe Hungary memiyl semsthing sorelly, but she lost the war agsin im st

Thex== "green peopls". (This is a Hungarizn version of the nams of the

conference table.) I feel the Hungarian blood was poured in vain.

If the big mations make their agreements, nothing counts what the
small nations do or want.®

Xix (As for as respendent had almost no perscnal experisnces betwes:
October Zird and Noevember 4th, intervieswer considered that the
sumary of events ure omittatle ss an ummecessary repetition.)
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IV. EXPECTATIORS OF HELP FiOu! THE WEST DUHING THE REVOLUTION.

A "Bverybody hopad that America would help somshow. Would send at
least amunitisn. We alse thought that voluntary troops would arriw.
et regular army, but for instance, the Hungarians who lived in the
Unitad States. Unfortumately, nothing happensd.”

B. "Hadle Fres EBurope promised very much to the psople and nothing
took place. We had a mseting &t the shop every lunch time and we
talkad over all the pna:i.!:d.li.c,i-aﬁ,-i forelgn brondeasts and locsl
naws."

Ce "l didn't talk %o any foreligners tstween Cctobsr 23 and lHoveaber
28.%
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V. SOCIAL CLASS STRUCTURE AND ATTITUDES.

A. (Apparently itia difficult for respondent to talk about her
fanily affairs.)

"My parents divoerced when I was sbout 7 years old. ify father was

a gerdenar. iy grandfather on my mothar's aide was &8 small holder.
dy father lived with my mother's family and worked on my grandfather's
farm. iy father's three sistere were already in the United Stataes,
nerried, ard they askod my father to come out, toe. 8o he did. But
my mothear didn't want to fellow him and they diverced within a fow

years."

Wiy mother continued the farming after my father left, together wi th
one af har brothers, and has the houss and & third of the land ever
since. She makes a vory hard living from the small pisce of lapd,
about 5 acres."

"Iy father's faother waes a teacher who had a family house what the
shildren inherited from him."

"Iy father and mother botheme had six grades of public school."
3. Hegarding socisl classes, respondent said:

"1 don't remember vwell what classes existed tafore 1945. After 1945,
aven if somebody hed vnly 4 grades of clementary school, If he attended
the party eeminars and became a party member, he belonged to the higher
glass, to the'lntellectuals.' These wars favored and courted by the
others. The party was the kizewtxdooomyxckek high clage, but even
within the party, xmse If somsbody was out of line and was not & resl
active member politically, he couldn't bs regarded as a membar of the
high class. HNoverthelsss, tha different perty officials and members
were po afraid of each cther and especially =£f those who had somathing
te hide, that they didn't play up the big boss or ths smart guv. The
upper ten cams out strictly (rom the high party officials who were

angaged into politica. The other class was the workers' class, induding

averybody else in tha country."
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"iho belonged to the workers' clpss, I think was of strong charsetar
but didn't get well off financially. However, many peopls bettar
chose the small monsy for relstive inmer pesce. Those who wanted te
progress had teo give up their principles. They were in the gpot-
light and msde more money, but had a superficial 1ife and became
opportunista. The actual work was dope by the former intellectuals
g8 eimpls workera, but the leading positions were [illed by tha
party members who get the big monay for the work what was done by
the real intellectusls. This heppened at our printing office, too."

Respondent. thinks she doesn't belong to any of the classes. She
doesn't feel belong to the low classes any more, but she fesls that
ghe cannot belong to the imtellectuals cither becauss she cannot
express herself well and her education is not sufficient. She thinks
this i=s very bad. :

To the question "Which class was hardest hit by Communism?' respondent
says i

"The former upper ten was affeoted the nost, thes aristocracy, because
they lost sverything. But basically, the simple worker was exploited.
Therefora, practlcally the whole society was equally affected by
Comnunism. ®

Respondent doesn't know about the opinion of different social classes
about each other.

C. About possibls advencement of individuals in Communist fungary,
respondent said:

"On ome hand the class ordgin and on the other hand the political
views pleyed & role in petting shead. Dut most of the people adjusted
their political views aceording to the finpancial and job posaibilities.
For instence, that preess man whom I meniicned beafore, was an artist

in his line. But heving teen an dld Sccial Demoeret, he was dismissed
from our press shop end had te carry eacks in the flour mill in apite
of his marvRAe  later on, our offica called him back because hs

mas an excellent expert and diia wonderful job. But the superiors
were paid for the job he did. He got mlmost nothing. The directar

of our company was a carpentar helper before and eculdn't even maks

a nice piece of furniture. Of course, he didn't understand anything
sbout printing. But he bscame & director becauss he was an old
Communist party membar in 1919. sverything what was his duty was done
by the old office staff. The old director worked teside him and instsad
of him as & simple clerk." X abrmmbomes
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"The dirsctor of the post office in Debracen was the former cleaning
woman of the same pogt cffice."

Hespondent doean't think that there were any changss in soclal mobility
from 1945 to the presmmt. Only she remembers that aftar Ealkoei left
the untearsble disecipline and drive ¥efk leassened.

B: Regarding which group got more out than they deserved in Hungary,
respondent said:

"Ihe party members iovelved in politics and those pesepls who had the
least education. They were selected by the party as good trustworthy
members because il was the sasiest to indoctrimate them. They

bel ioved everything they wers told and bacame -mnw
for a fabulous salary." sLAvE DR WE RS
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VI. FAUILY LIFE UNIESR COMMUNISM.
Ae "I have divorced already befare the war, in 1941, therefore my

family life wasn't affected by Communism. But all the more the others,
The typicel phenomemin Fungary during the last 10 years about family

1ifs was that Communism broke up the families.”

"If a girl married under Communiam, usually the new couple didn't

have anything. The women had to wark,to be a mother, to teke care
of her housshold srd the Fungarian man didn't 1ike to help arcund

the house. (Laughing). And tesides ell this, the women had to go

%o the seminars, tee. The husband pretty soon went out with other
vomah who were bstter dressed and less worn out, and the merrisges
ware finished."

P1f it was an old mrriage, the man very often becems invelved in
the new political trerds. The woman remained conservative, didn't
dress modern, ete. Sooner or later, the man didn't take his wife
with him any mors and wanted to get rid of her. This happensd to

uy sister. iy brother~in-law had s high rank in the Communist party

especlally becavse he had a beautiful wvoice and traveled with g
fumous troups. My sister remmined a pessant girl and worked at home

with her childrea. My brother-in<law met some other women and wanted

to divorce uwy sister. He reported my slster tnr_{hn party, that she

wes & Kelak. (This is the peme of the #2292V 3mll holders who were

declared prchammceonefdrdmennicisiy class ensmiss by the

Comnunists,.) Howaver, my sister could prove with papers at ths tax
offics and at the quota delivery office that she didn't have enough
land to te 2 Kulak. She was exsmpted and her husband couldn't get

& divorce, TYeers later, he returned to his family and is happy today."

"Another family, a 27 year old history teachsr who lived next door
had her husband imprisoned for six years. She had to sipport her
mother and grandmother and because otherwise she would have becems
unreliable, she was forced to divorcs her husband from one day te
the other. She wasa't a bad character and turned grey from her
problems. After she diverced her hustend, she still kept sending
him padkages inmto prisen. Thiz is how family 1ife looked like urder
Cemmuniem."
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VII. HELIOION.

. "Seeningly everybedy could exercige his religion. They let our pricst
finish his prsaching in the church, but after he left the Communists
imprisonsd him."

"For instance, a girl wanted to marry in our shop and she told me
that the boy's mother want them to marry in the church. T told her
that for the sake of family peace, she shouwld marry in the church.

A collsague of mine who heard me telling that, and whose parents
were Communiste, informed my bosses about it, and I was declared
clerical reactiobary. I was oited te the party secretary. He asked
me how ocould I give such an advice to a girl, and said whather I
knew it wasn't good what I said. We argued,without convincing each
other,because he was an cld colleague of mine for many years @l They
didn't fire me because I mas a very good workars St T couldn't gt
ghead in my jeb.®

"I think the Catholic religion was hardest hit. The Communists

dissolved the convents and monesteriea, toock the youth out of the
Church's hand, abolishing the religious schools which were mostly
Catholic. The the meat important for the Commiuniste. The
Catholic church the strongest resistance. The Catholic prisets
preached publicly, and,in gensral, I think Catholics were more

religlous than the others, for instance, the Protestants. The Frotestant
reverands didn't show such resistance.”

"Religion was & bulwerk against Communism as & nacessity of the humen
soul which couldn't be uprooted by Communism. Many of the Communists
went to the church and couldn’t give up their religion even 1f

had to do it secretly. I saw in the Protestant ehurch of Debracen
that an AVH mx= member, in his AVH uniform, sneaked into the church om
the hack door to marry a girl who didn't want to marry him without
marrying ia the church. I lmew that girl very waell.”

"lfy brothar~in-law, my sister's husbtand, es I mentioned before, was a
par ty membny. He was a mErssdoctiomechmresdxwas personnel director
and was afrald to baptize his newly born son. Once, when he was RVAY,
oy sister asked me to take the taby to the church and beptize him. He
¥ag about two or three weeks cld and so I did. WNobody knew whoss child
he was when I took him for baptism."
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Rikswk Atout bringing up childrem, respondent didn't know much
mcause her sister lived quite far from her and she had no friends
with children.

B. Concerning serriage, courtship, sex patterns, respondant's
view i8 the following:

"Under Communism, ihs young peopls were always on psminars and hada't
got time to court, to be together as bofare. Thay had no priwmte
1ifs. The morals were nuch loosar than hafare. The girls were in
command of themselwes. They went out with seversl young men and |
dropped those they didm't like. They didn't have to bs virgime any
more to be eble to marry. The parents' opinlon in 80F wasn't taken
inte consideration.”

"Prostitutien was sbolished during Communisa by law. But peeple
continued the sams conduct azs before.”

Concerning seorual morality of convinced Communists, respondent ‘says:

"There were Communiste who wanted to stay strictly on the party line.
Thay ware carefyul of every step what they did. A woman could have
caused them trouble, but still they had the same morel 1ife only they
practiced It cautiously.”

Os "There were mary exscmples that friends became alliemated becauss
ope of them joined the party. About 75% of the friendships were
disrupted. Usually both parties could broke the friendship, eithar
the essofssomsrioctyxsim non-Communist, vho didn't want to have
Communist friends, or the Communist got imvulved with different pecple
and circles. If a frierd was a party member, and the other not, that
caused an infinite debata.?

iThere wore people who kept out of politics, 2nd those could be frisnds
undi sturbed.”

D. BRespondent didn't know amything about juvenile delinquency, but she
sald followlng about Jampeo:

“Jampeo was who had a rarrow pant and danced the jampec dance. I don't
know how to dance it, but I noticed that people danced that way here

in Americe. Thils dance was a desadly sin, tut I don't know what were
the consaguences If somesbody did it."
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"I consider faith as an important factor and faith plays a big role
in my 1ifs, but I am not very enthusiastiec about the priests. A
priest ig a prisst as long as he preaches in the church, otherwise
he is just the same feeble person as we are. (Respondent had very
bad exporisnces in the United States since shes hos come here with
priests .-~ Interviewer's note.)"

"The average person in Hungary needs spiritusl life. The churches
were always filled everywhere. But according to my opiniom, in
Budapeat, the psople were more religious than, for instance, in
Debrecen. In the smeller citles, the peoples ware afraid to go to
church because of political ressons. It was much easier to notice
if somebody went Lo the church.”

Co Function of churches in mciaty:

"The role of churchee is important in education,because the priest
teachare can betier school the youth in ethics, what is good, nice
and honest, than the Communists. The responsibility of churches fer
setting moral codes depende on the intelligerce of its leaders. 1If
they are not one-sided, they can really help socistys I think they
are right, partly, to censure movies, books, ete. The children need
that di'ﬂiplm-“

"I think it is mot right if the ohurch have an active political role,
but I'm not sure gbout this. This should be trisd first."

D. The Jewish mirority: - Concerning the problem, respendent says
the following:

"T knew many religious Jews who were afraid te ge to chmrch after
1945. The Communiste let everybody exercise hisreligion, but they
noted him, no matter to what religion he belonged to."

"The Jews coneidersd Comnunism as & necessary evil. Bmx They were
not enthusiastic about it, tut they considered it necessary. This
was about their opinion during the past 10 years. They were liberated
by the Hussisns end their 1ife was saved by them. The Communists,
however, tock everything from them, toe, but through their commections
they could help sach other a 1ittle better.”
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"A great nmber of the Jews ware party members. It was important
for them because they wanted to gt shead. But during the revoluotion,
almost all of them escamd.”

"Moat of the Jews were very correct during the revolution. COthers
were neutral. They would have been very happy sbout m1 independent
Hungary, but they koew moch more about the events as we did, and they
didn't beliave in the success of tha revolution.”

L‘cnmaming the possibility of pogrema, respondent said:

"A 3B yepr old ocollesgu= of mine, who was a Jew, asked me during the
revolution whether I would take care of his 5 year old son il something
vould happen to him and his wife. I promised him. However, he didn't
say anything more what he was afraid of. But I didn't hear that the
Jows were sgainst the independence of Hungary becauss of such a fsar.®
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VIIF. THE HUMHARIAN YOUTH.

he dpor¥deriag Ub to what age she would consider the Hungarian youth,
respondent said;

"I would ec2ll the Hungarian youth from 10 to 20.M

B. Concerning whet part did the youth play in the revolution,
respondent said:
SINLE

"The newepapers wrote more hwsaddy 1iberalesdn Raloni was gone .
Writers, bocks, theater, movies expresged themselves differently.
I guess these factors influenced the nmm youtnh to took the lsad in
the revolution.”

"I think the older peopls mmsmuwk compromise sasier than the youth and
they submitted thamsslves more or less to tha situation.”

Hespendent dossn't know about the opinjon of =&k old people sbout

tha youth and YUK YST"An the revolution. "Everything was so

satomatic during the revelution thers were no leadsrs in it. Everybody
did it and every age bracket together as a mass."

D: According to respondent, the youth didn't liks the pol itical
indoetrination. Otherwise she doeen't know much about it,
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IX. MAJOR DISSATISFACTIONS AS FELT IN EVERY-DAY LIFS.

A« Concerning the main dissstisfactions in Communist Fungary,
in her every-day life, respondent said:

"The moat important problem was momey. Ve could never earn so much
that we could meet our mseds. If we bought food, we couldn't take
care of our clothing. It was just like a big carousal."

B. "part from the big pelitical things, peopls complained the most
in Communist Hungary sbout the party seminars," respondent says
laughing, "I should have gore to the semirars myself, but I naver
did. Uaybe I wae wrong, because it is always good to know about
something, and I would be alble to tell you scmething mere about
them now."
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X. THE ECOWMOWIC LIFE.
A. Tha Standard of Living.
Gencerning this preblem, respendent says the fellewing:

"The standard ef living wae very lew in Bungary, 1 perse mally made
always between seven er eight hundred ferinths per menth."

"As far ss feed L5 cencerned, two pounds of bread cest 3 forinths 60.
Our heurly wagse went areund 2 to 2 ferisths 50, We ceuldn't earn
in an heur ime peunds of bread. The lard was 2 pounds, 35 forintls,
bt it was nixed with margarine. Very eften we had te line up even
fer bread. The clething was almest impesusible. We ceuldn't afferd
tuying clethes regularly. One pair ef shees cest 3 te 4 hundred
ferinths. A sult waw & thoussnd forinths, a ceat B te 9 hundred
ferinthe."

very
"Hehsing wesn't such 8/big preblam. I had an spertment with an old
rent so I pald enly 20 ferinths fer eme reem, kitchen and & weed clesast
where 1 kepi my fireweed. Ko bethuwsm. But teday, fer the same
spartment, 1 ceuld have paic 40 lerinths with the new rent. In
gemeral, the rents were net high, but if semeens wanted te get an
spartment, had te pay a very high fee sa ksy-menay. In Debrecen this
fea wae regulsrly frem 10 te 15 thousand firint!_l-“

Hespendent momckdwesWks considered s5 an unbelievable luxury an
sutmnebile.

Fosd and clething interchangad caused the mest difficulty.

"Frem 1938 1l 1944 there wae a beem in Hungary. Evarybedy earnad
much meney. We had everything and had a high living standard. The
difference was very gmat. The ceuntry was ruined after 1945, rebbed
and destreyed. The whols nation was paralyred. We had te stert
life all ever again and ws missed almest everything."

"The standard of living was net always the same tad between 1948
and 1956, tut I den't remsmber when it was higher and when it was
lewor."

T e e
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"Everybedy whe was net a party official had a difficult 1ife and
struggled with finsnclial difficulties.”

"Tha party efficials went mers often fer vacatiens. Thay dressed

more elegant, csuld buy all feed manted and get everything cheaper.
They took and used the feertrplePYiCR MEfoeds of Kulaks, ete.

Thay were at the scurces and kpew about the pessibility te get
averything. The leftevers were distributed smeng the cther psepla.n”

"The stamdard of living was low durdng the last eight years ecause
tha best feed, meat, the preductien of ocur heavy industry went te
Hussia and sbread te emsure fereipgn currancles. Ve paid wery high
tu[L'ﬂHq.“

B. Cencerning her inceme during the past 10 vesrs, respondant
amsworeds

"My salary wes 800 ferdnths per menth. Ieductioens: for leans (@,
50 te GO forinths; uniem dues, 10 te 12 ferinths; taxes, 30 te 35
ferinths. I haven't get eny premiums and I hadn't pet any other
inceme er part tims jeb."

"Thare was ne sslary raise in our printing shep during the last
five years: We get raises acoerding te the paw decress and not
individually. The new decree was released and then it was applied
te the different departments."

C. Hegardirg prices and quality of geed, respendent said:

wTHS
"Everything vas natiemalized. There Mﬂiﬂtﬂ steres, ne
delicatessen steres er anything in Swimwst Debrecen since about 1948.
If a village wes behind with cempulsary delivery, the farmers eof
the village were not gllewed te bring the goeds in gquestien te the
city markets and sell en thelr own. There was a merket every day
in Debrecen, tut there was slways lack of semet en it. And
everything wes very epensive. I usually on the market F efoffEp
bacause everything was ef a better quality. In the Kezert sheps




shere was only fresen meat. Fresh meat ceuld be beught enly en
the markets. 1 cannmot cempare the prices very well, because what
ssuld be beught en the market was ususlly not svailable at the
Fegart, but, in gererel, it was much mére expensive en the marlmt.
We always had a lack of something durdng the ysars. Fer instance,
we had te line up fer petatess almest always."

"(lething ws purchesed in stats-ewned steres, but I didn't buy mere
than ens er twe dresses in 8 year. A drose cest abtent 100 ferinths.
On one year I bought a winter ceat, next year a spring ceat amd thse
pother next, a suit. I beught ere pair of steckings a year, ene pair
of shees in avery second year. Se I didn't have toe mmch treuble
with purchesing clethirg. T knew a littls mers absut furniture,
because thils wae my hebby, Alse, in state-ownad aterss, we get

sur furniture. I bought a large cembined cabinet —(this kind ef
furniture is net used here in the United States)- and it cest

8,800 ferinths. A club chair, 1,300 forinthe. A small ceffee
table, 500 forinths. A esuch, abeut 30 hundred ferinths, Every-
thing was a geed guality and very goed leeking. A Idtchen get cest
30 ta 40 fecwkwkk hundred forinthse. A range cest BOD ferinths, tut
this was, ef course, a weed burning rangs. I spent all my memay en
furniture. The basis of my life wss a nice apartment. This was my
enly dream. And et the end I left everything behind whan I was
finally ready furnishing my apartment. I didn't est to buy e beak sr
a piece of furniture, end made an embroldery fer half a year te
decorate my apartmsnt. And still, I don't knew why, bui semshew I
don't regret it new, sitting here, that I left behind everything en
what I build my whele life, ard came out here where I live very peer
at present. Peeple say 1'm crazy, and still I don't regret it fer a
mimutea. I knew that enly semething worse ceuld fellew in Hungary.
How ceuld I tuy these furnitures you ask me? Te save such a Eif big
smount at once I did ths fellewing: I glways bought a piece ef jewel
when I had memey and when I cellected a large sum I seld the jewels
and beught ths plsce of furniture.”

"The quality ef clething impreved during the last years. There was
ne difference between the quality eof different sheps."

As far as retail distributien is cencernsd in Hungary, respendant
saids



"We alwnys had some shortage in something. For long months we
Ixw:ulr.lm"t, gat any eggs, for instance, at the Kozert shops. WEx
had to buy eggs on the farmers' markst, much higher than the
legal price. This was, for Instance, the situvation with fuel.
At oncs we got Xk at the nationalised stores 1,000 pounds of
coal and 200 pounds of firewood. We had to go there several
timss to cover our necessity for the winter. Bimevemy I always
pové ¢ T—imdwbowisg my supply in the summer if I hed mongy. I could get
it sasier then. However, the psople who hadn't got any money InTwe EuM-rE-Q_
iwthe winter they couldn't gt any fue) any more. They had to line
up for it anﬁdidn't get mere at once than about hundred pound or
200pounds of coal or wod. The prices were the following: 200
pounds of coal, 1B to 50 forinthe; 200 pounds of firewoed, 44
60 cents. Tha firewood mas on the black market for 200 pounds
100forinths. Very often the people had to cover their fuel mapply
on the black market. I myself maeded 4,000 to 5,000 pounds of
coal and about a thousand pounds of firewpod for a season. With
clothing we also had always this difficulty with distributiem.
I remamler ons winter, for instance, it was impossible te pgot
winter undarwear.”

Te the question "Mhat commodities were In espscially short smipply?’
respendent answersds

"For bread and potatoes we had to stend in lins almost always. We
had great shortage continuously with meat. Somstimes we had the
same troubls with sugar or rice and, as I already mentioned, with
fusl during the winter."

Concerning black market, respondent says:

"There was black maricet only in 1946, but not after. It happened
once in & while that somebody who had money bought something for
someong who needed the good, but didn't have money at that time,
and then the former sold to the lattor the good on a higher price.
This was puanished very strictly. One of our colleagues in the
printing shop lost his job because his supsrior learnad about his
deal and fired him,"
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Concerning her working conditions, respondent told the followlng:

"y Job was imt during the last ysars to put the big sheots of

text book pages into the printing machine. It needed a lot of
conoentration and we worked with a so-called'taskarendaszer...the
tranelation of it would be S¥ % 5ystem. The pame of my job cannot
be trenslated into English. I talked already to people in the field
and they couldn't give an eqiivalent to it. Iy working days looked
as followas

"I got up at 5§ o'clock in the morning if I started at 6 in the
printing shop. I went to my bicydle to the working place. I had
breakfast in the shop, what I had prepared for myself, around 7
o'clock. At 10 o'clock I made some eggs or sausages for myself.
This was a privilege and a very pleasant comdition at that special
printing shop. This couldn't have been done anywhere. At 12 o'clock
we had lunch in the shops The food wasn't bad because the
had ita om coek. A lunch Ixiwwkwkoodfix costed 3 forinths 60,a
illeft the shop at 2 o'clock in the aftsrnoon.
When I went home, I cleaned my epartment and washed myself and went
for a bigryle ride for about an hour or so. Then usually I went teo
the university libtrary and read something until 5 or 6 o'clock. In
the evening, I prepared soms supper for myself and visited my mother,
went to the movies or te the theater, but this happened mostly on
Saturdays. When I worked on the morning shift, I went to sleep
usually at 8 o'clock in the evening. If I worked in the evening
shift, then I olept until 8 o'clock in the morning, then toeck care
of my flowers - 1 had my omn little garden in front of the houss =
and then went to work, at 2 o'clook."

A1 liked my work at the printing office. They wanted me to becoma
press-woman, but it was too hard of a work physlcslly, so I didn't
do it, in spite of the fact that it was better paid.n

"The foreman tried to drive us in thas shop, but we were just a few
regl sxperts so we simply didn't care, didn't listen to the manager.
The work was sometimes very complicated and needed such concentration
that they couldn't bother us too much without the danger of destroying
the work. If they fired someone, they had great difficulties in
replacimge

J"I'EHT- L
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"Wa liked sach other with my colleaguea very much. With my supericrs

I hed also =xx quite a friendly relation. I have lmom most of them

in my childhoed. I talked to the party secretary omces ‘'Look, Laci,

if you can corvince me that Communism is amy good in any reapact, I
w1l tecome & Commundst,' but even so, the general atmcaphare was
tense, and our narves were strained. We never knew what was going to
happen in the next mimute, for instance, ona dgy the followlng happenad
to me: Somebody, out of absent-mindedness, I think, put the large key
of the office door on the book in my machine. I didn't notice it,

put new shests on the top, and the key got with the book in the case.
As I mentioned,bafore, wa had the case system ~ which meant that the
whole materisl to ywint a textbook was ¥x put in a case. The case

get 2 numbar and every information concerning the preparation of this
work was put on that cass. Who did it, for how long did evary psrson work
with it, eto. That way it was very eaay to check the whole procedure,
and the workers as well. II ths key would get under the machine, it
could have burat up the whole expensive machine which ths company
impertad from abroad. The cass got to the party secretary and he pretty
aoon called me and said: 'Tou should remember that you have relatives
in Amsrica. I pesrsonally doesn't think that you wantad to sabotage,
but it would tals only a telephons call to hand you ovar te¢ the AVH.
You imow that meny things can be told about you. Here is your key.'

I begged his pardon and promised that 1t would rever lisppen again and
disappeared, but never was sure sbout my tomorrow."

"Wy superiors were experts. COnly the director wasn't an expert, as
I mentioned before, he was a carpenter before he became the director
of the company."

aoel BXFEaRTS

"Wy fellow workers were alsc e sr2izas. This line had to bs
learnsd at least for one or one and a mioex half years. They couldn't
bring in someons from the streetas. Experience Wed necessary."

"Cur superiors had never praised us."

Concerning the Hungarian vacatien, health and compensstion program,
mprgomdent, respondent saye:

"The vacation program was very good. I enjoyed it. T had tw woeks
vacatlion evary year and could go wherever I wanted te. I was xmien A7 74 =
Bal atom, Matrahaza, Kdkes, Haviz, aste. (These ave the rames of famous

resorts in Hungary: Interviawers MOTE.) I got half fare ticket fer

my vacation and the whole two waaks costed me 120 forinmthe, Semetimes

the food was good, somstimea it was bad. Entertainment wes sdditional,
ebout 240 forinths each time. We lived in beautiful roome at

beautifu]l plaoces.”
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"The health program was sufficient, toe. The OTI (Werkers' Insurance
Compeny) included dentists, hospitalization, X-rsys, stc, We had te
fght for it a 1little, but we always could get our expenses.”

"If we wers sick, sven for ome dey, we didn't get any salary, but the
OTI paid the 608 of our salary. If I was in Mmecmiierk the hospital,
then, if I remember well, I got 40% of my salary during my = ckness.
Frem this amount I could pay my rent, etc. It was very good."

E: To the question "What is her opinion sbout country 1ife and city
1ife,' respondent answered:

"I could never liwe in ths country because my profession bound me te
the clty.”

"1 don't know where it was easler to live, bacause I mever lived in
th'ﬂ mﬂmﬂ-nn--:.---uu

o (4a)

"wivusecaobut I think i1t was relative mmrﬂin&%uﬁmﬂm. Politically,
it was just the same. During the last few years, the standard of living
of the peasants was raised by the government. Ve could see w they
came inte the cdty that they bought ewverything and were wmxm much
better than before."

Concerning collestivization, respondent had no mowledge about it; she
cannot answer on the agricuoltural system in indenpendent Hungary either,
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THE POLITICAL LIFE

is Concerning political life beflare amd during dhfsdoodssooksiocbmgor,
mocnaisetxogex the Coomunist rule in Hungary, respondant says:

"I was & member of the Socisl Democratic Party from sbeut 1930. I
becama a meber of this party automatioslly when I started werking as
a printer and joinsd the printers' unism. I pever was intereated
in pelitics and didn't tale part in the ma political life."

"The printers’ union was very strong and protacied us in any respect.
We didn't have to fight for our interests individually, therefore
everything was & sort of autematic, When I dida't work for a half a
yoar, I got the hslf of my esalary from the unien. That way, if 1
didn't work, I get even more mongy than others whe mmxkmix worksd on
other fidlds.”

"I didn't 1like anything particular in the Seocial Democratic Farty."

"AL the time when the Secial Democratic Party merged inte the

Communiet Farty, I was sick for three months. I had arthritds, During
this peried, somshow I didn't have emough money -1 was tes busy

with my siockness and didn't pay the dues of the Socisl Demecratic Farty
for three months. I wae lucky that the eerger of the tw partiss
happaned during my sicknesa bscause the Comnunist Party sutomat ically
toalk sverybedy from the Social Demoecratic Party on its rmenks. But these
who were ewlng the msmbarship dues were laft oul, especially if they
didn't settle their debte later either. If I was taken over by the
Communist Party as a member at that time, it would have been difficult
to resign or refuss the Farty membership. I must say, it mas Providence

and I was very glad everything happened the way it &id."

"Concerning my ovn family, only one of my brothor-in-laws was a member
of the Cemmunist Party, as I menticned before."

"In Debrecen I lmew well two Communists whe became meyers of Debrecesn.
Both were printera befere and I worked with them. Thay wers, of courege,
Cotmunist FParty nemberg."

Regarding her feelings sabout the Cemmunist Party befers 1948,
respondent 3ayas
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"I dgn't know anything about the Cemmunist Party in 1918 and 19, I
was too young, But I nover liked this party. In the Soclal Democratic
Party. I heard very often how bad they thought the Cemmunist Party was.
They said a system which applies dictatorship and force carmet bs
goed. akyba, in theory, it is beaubiful, but in practice it was very
tad. The Social Democrats thought anyway that the Social Demoeratio
trend 15 the real polution for the world's secisl preblams. "

B. Coencerning her views of the Communist Party frem 1948,
respendent saya:

°I didn't know tha imer styructure of the Conmunist Party after 1948,
and den't know anything about the party members either., Even a Farty
fanctiomary didn't know more about the Farty then his own secter.”

Hespondent didn'™ knew about changeg in the Party er armything elae.
Converning the satisfactien of Party membars, respondent esys:

"I didn*t discuss Party problems with oy brother-in-lew. I know
only that he beceme frustrated with the Farty becauss he saw that

the Farty was hypecritic apd didn't distinguish the peepla on the
Cadre Repert as they really were, but from the Farty's peint of view.
He wes aloo a Social Danccrat before and was taken over by the
Communist Party,but he was intelligent and 2 very good singer -
therefore the Party lifted him inte a high pesition. He was x the
parsemnal divector of a big fectory.”

Concerning whal should bs donme with the tep Hungarian Communists
leaders after Hungary is liberated, respondent sald:

"I naver wantad anything bad to anyboedy, tut I think Fadar should e
hung and the others punished properly, because they didn't do what
they did for anything else but their own goed."

C. Concarning ths oppositien to the Communist govermmsnt before
the revelution, respondent said:

"1t cannct he called oppoeltien that we were azlvays dispatisfied and
einpx discussed it,not only among sach othar, but alsc wth the manpager

and directer. There wore loud discussions about the nemms. The printers

turned over the chiss which had to be reset for days. The person whe
did it was punished te 50 ferinths.™
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"The peo always sabotaged, but nobody ever admitted. Semehow, we
always fffid the ways and means o manage to hinder productiom. It
costed qidte a lot of money to the company. People were desperate
because some of them coeuld naver make mors in the norms than 100%,
beczuse simply the company never gave him the chance to work om
somath ing where it was easy to pass somebody's norm. And if they
made the amnllest mistake, it was deducted from their norms, but
nsver aything was daducted from the Farty members' norms. Logically,
the oppressed old workera did whatever they could against the
cempany. "

"In the last few years, the opposition continucusly strengthensd.
Feople bacame more and more daring, and they didn't care. But the
Farty became mx @lso wilder. Tor instamce, one day a young girl

in the shop answered when she was called to go te the Farty meeting;
':11 with the Perty,' end she was immediately cdismissed from her
Jeb."

Concerning the asctivities of intellectuals, respendent sald:

"In Debrecen, the Kossuth Circle was the equivalent of the Fetefi Circla.
As fer ap I remember, the Kessuth Circle was started its existsnce a faw
months before the revelution broke out. They hed only two mestings

at the City Hall, where it was formed. The professors and other
intellectuzls speke out very freely for the benefit of the peopls ."

"The Kossuth Circle hsd impertant role in the preparatien of the
revelution. The peeple started te regain their immer fresdom.”

"The Intellectusls are very necessary in a country's life. They are
also,usually, children of simple peeple, tnt they know what they de.
A country always should be headed with educated people."

Concsrning the intellectusls stand-up against tha regimo, respendent
Baya s

"The intellectuals wore dissstisfisd because they were oppressed and
couldn 't make their living."
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XII. THE APPARATUS O PORER.

he Talking about the Hungarian Secret Folice, the AVH, respendent
aaid:

"The AVH members wers usually villainous individuals chosen frem the

lover claspas. They had teo attend a few seminare, and the better

ones were sclected as officers. They tortured the psople bscause

they wantad te take their gold, their apartments, or elss, one way

?;mﬂthtrr. Usually they had a very good salary and got many things
a.,"

"My slster-in-law and her husband had & family. Everything was
taken from him by the AVH, even his house, where he lived in and
juet one room was left for them. Both of them were at the AVH
under arrest for a few days, bul they never teld us about what
happened to them there, When I asked, oy sister-dn-law, sho said:
"Flease don't ask me- It was terribls, Wt I can't speak.'"

N
"I saw myself once,passing the AVH building, wher® a woman jumped
out of the windew and lay on the street until the ambulance toek her."

"Aleng the yeara, many AVH member got a nmervous breakdown, because of
their inner conflicts. But this happensd to many other high Party
officers, sspecially to those who came from a eimple famlly and
gouldn't bear the burden of their own censcisnco."

"Wnen Hungary is free, difference must be done hatween the convinced
sadist AVH members and, for instance, the soldiers who were dslegated
there and did only their duty.”

.-"
"Aceerding g opinien, the reguler pelice was fine, but there were peRsens
among thea feoe vho were mean. I den't
know mich about the Pelice, I have never had anvthing to do with them,
bot during the revelution I know that the polica didn't Hﬂ
AVH to turn down the demonstratiena.” HEL

Bu- TH.E MIREI
Copcerning the courts before 1945 and after 1945, respendent says:

"I know that the courts were not alwaye fair befora 1945, but much
mere then after 1945."
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"The peeopls's courst were foxxfram formed from delegated Farty
members and their activity was biased and unjust. I don't knew any
details, but most of the peeple were innscent who were sentenced by
tha People's Ceurts."

~

L

"In meny cases these lﬂi criminales were guilty. In thess cases, it
wag right te panish them."

Co Concerning the Hungarian Army's sctivity during the Hevelutien,
reapendent ssys:

"In Debrzcen the Ammy had no ammnition and ncmrdina}&?:/ khowledge
they didn't have any activitiss in either dirsction."”

D. Concerning the Russian Amay treeps in Hungary, respondent says s

"Everybedy hated the Hussians. But because of their activitiss in
1945, and net because of 1848, I have never expscted anything geed
from the Russiana. But the old Cesmuniste from 1919 wailted on them
very mich. However, when they met with the real Emniaw they
becams frustrated, An old 1919 Communist told me: 'We wanted the
Commnists to come here. We waited on the Rusgisne fer ten y=eara,
and we won't forget them fer hundred years.'

Cenoerning her actual experiences with the Ruseian Army in 1945,
respendent doesn’t seem to be willing te go into any deteils. She
enly keeps repsating that she left Rungary in 1956, after the
develution, because she was afraid of the Russian Army and besause
she remembered hor experiences back frem 1945. She only says that
much -

"Wy opinien wam dlways bad abeut the Hussian Army and still 1a.”

"There were prople whe became rich with the help of the Hussian
Army, and I'm sure that they favored them. 2yt I didn't knmew such
pecple, I ooly heard abeut them."

"I know only one first hand information about the Hussian seldiers,

and this wus the following. I knew & Russian woman who married

during the Mirst Werld War a Hungarisn man. PBut har husband, during

the secerd Werld War, went back te Hussia and never returred te his
vife. This woman wanted to reburn te Hussia in 1945, to jein her
family. However, the Russian officers tallwd her out of har

intentiena. 5he explaimed it te me that the officers tald her tha+ -
the situstien was tee bed in Russia. VPiastradaAdiy very prutablaﬁ'rig
that phe would have been interned, returning to Pussis.”
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"The relatien between the Hungarisns and the Russian Army was bad.
If a woman btecame the girl friend of a Russian soldier, she was
iselated and boycetited by thes pespulationm. .

"The Russian children never went te Hungarian schoels.” |

"I have not much lmewledg sbout the Russian treeps stationed in

Hungary befere and during the Hewvelutiem. I mentiened already abeut

the Hussian Army cemmander and his agreement with the Workers!

Ceuncil. We had the feeling that this commander was more on the

people 's side than on the Russian Army side, but maybe even theralore

he was relisved of hie office, Many of the seldiers whe had te

return te Russia wers desparate and wanted te stay in Hungary, if |
not elee, then at least as the servants of Hungarians." |

E. Concerning local govermment officials who would bs willing te
forget the rules and help peopla, respondent saye:

"There wers government officials whe helped the peeple. I knaw u
woman who was the head of the State organ for delivery of
agricultural preducts. She alwaye wenbt around the rules skillfuily
and vsed them fer the peopla. Her mother was very imterested in
spiritual life, maybe she influenced her. WNevertheless, from a
pelitical peint of view, she had to be very relisble in the Party
and played up as a good Cemmunist."

Fu Cencerning the peasibilities of getting around the regulatiens,
respendent sayei

"I den't knew anything cleoser about this problen, only I had myself

an experisnce with the heousing board and there was quits & wide--spread

corruption there. Semsbedy gave quite a high amount te a lawyer in

erder to get my apartment, te take it sway frem me. But, thanks Ged,
HE & gouldn't suoccead."
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G. Aboul the competence and efficlency of various groups in
Cemmunist Hungary, reependent says:

"In genexrel, the competance of the people in pomer in the Communist
Hungary wae not wery sufficient, The standard of intellipence was
lew, tmt of course there were exceptiens.”

iax particular hmwladg—éﬁ;— JEespendent nh:n:hb-mt datails more
than already mentionsd.
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XIII, ASSESSUENT OF FUTURE FROSPECTS FOR HUNOARY.
A. Concarning the future of Hungary, respendent says:

"The future of Hungary depends on the internstional agreemsnts,
I have not much hope that Hungary will be independeant. The
Russlans won't let Pungary ocut easily of their hand, especially
now that the urenium has been discovered."

"Budapaat is in ruins and I think there 1s again a great terrer
SAadsbe at homs. The peopls are deperted. Raxyiitsy svery systam
has its end, hewever: the Kadar regime will have ite end, tes.
But hew leng it will take wo don't knew. The Hitler regime alse
reached its psak and then declined, but I don't know when this
tarrer will reach its highest peint."

Hi=
"I don't think America woold intervenes withﬁf‘f&;ﬂa. She won't
fight fer a strangs natien and won't help us. For the tise being,
I have no hepe whatscever anything else but that this peried will
have its natural end as everything did before."

"I den't want war. MNeither de the Hangarians at home. The atem
bamb = esh! - it orly mesans quick death."

Hegpendent deesn't think that a war weuld hreak out betwesn the
USA and tha USSE. However, she doesn't knew about ether possibili-
tiss, how the situation could be solved.

B. Abeutl the prespects of Hungary during the last 8 or 10 years,
respendant saya:

"Everything was hepeless. I don't know what othsr peeple heped
for. I wme in e tresdmil]l and didn't think mach."
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X1V, SOCIAL, PCLITICAL AND KCONCGUIC IDEOLOGY.

A. Concerning the questien "What an independent Hungary should
b lila,' respendent says:

"I guess I want a democratic republic, similiar as in the United
States. However, I don't know yet what the demoeracy reslly mesns:
I have to be acquainted with it first.”

B. Cencerning the desired sconomic system in Hungary, respondent
ANEWAIS 1

"Both agriculture and industry should te emphasized. FHangary is
rich in agriculture and can preduce her own goods. A strong
ggrioulture gives pewer for the long run. On the other hand,
induotry is impertant for a higher living standard. We ocan impert
than and have foreign currencies.”

Reapendent is sesmingly not very familisr with these preblems,
therefere we didn't put te her any mare questisns.

Regarding the natiomal ized enterprises, respendent says:

"] do net have much Inowledge sbeut natienslizatien. I know enly
that I don't liks Lhe big landewners. They should be abelished,
But,,the anmall helders should get btack their land. There were alwmays
maneth companieas ewned by the state, but the small pespla should
get back thelr private preperty.”

'L'-hnuin; betwean the tw pesailble kinds of government fer an
independent Hungary, respandsmt says:

"l would prefer the first ferm, persemal freedom with less financial
posgibilitiss much mare than the terrer. I can't stand anyway 1f
sgmebady speaks inte my busimess, and I de not likes te take erdars.”

Cencerning esutlawing the Cemmunist Perty in an independent Hungary,
respondent saids
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"I think the Communist Party is un-needed. It was never goed.
Therse is nething beautiful. or geed in 1t."

C. Respendent wants an indeperdent free Rungary as an
international positien, as neutral as pessible. Respsndant’s
idea on relatiens with the different countries is the fellowing:

With the Sevist Unjepn: "I answer with an old Hungarian seying;
'T honer him, I appreciate him, but I keep out of the way whenever
I gee hin.' No cemnnectiona whatseever with Russia.™

With the fast myropsan States: "They don't like each other with

Hungary very mach, but they iogocsodsociedendenooduiodhegoo: ot
should try te be friends."

'""With the rest of Eurspe, Hungary should be in a friendly relatien,
frem the economic and cultural point of view as well, ut me
cultural relatiens or connections ferced upen Hungary. I den't
know much about military connections and ites advantagzae."

"iith the United States, thes szms as with the reat of Barepe.
AllL lkind of relations which are advantageeus for Hungary."

Respendent has no knowledge about the Demublan Federatien.

Concerning the questieon whether the present boundariea of Hungsry
are sccaptable, respemciant sayo:

"] would 1ike to have the old border. I don't know how to selve
minerity preblems, because the svacuatien was terribls, but still
my dream is the old Hungary."
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XV. THE FORJATION OF FUBLIC OPINION.

A. Respondent is net able te anewer any of the peints under
peint A.

B: Teo the gquestien "Prem what seurces did she draw mest ef
her infermatien, respendent saya:

"I drew neet af my informatlien frem listening te the radie.

I den't know the names of the different statiena, but I

listenad to mll of the foreign breadcaste. The secend

impertant was tha word of mouth, and the third, the newspepers."”
talked

"My colleagues in the printing shep/itxims te each other sbeut

everything, the radie um breadcssts and all the events in

Hungary. I considered these sources as reliable. I think that

the radic breadoasts weare about 508 trus."”

(5b)
D Hegarding her reading habita, respondent says:

AL didn't resd newspapers regularly. Abont twice a week. I read
an everage of ona or twe hours a day at home and in the universiiy
litrary. !lestly magazinea and books ef sll sert of fictions. I
got every beok at this litrary what I wanted. Those books, toe,
which were prohibited.”

"I didn't like to read bosks about polltics.™

"Among newaspapars, I read the Debrecen. It was more iibsral than
the Meplap. But I read the newspapers only very superficially. I
never remsmbered the naxt day what I read yesterday. Thay were
extremely boring.™

"The news mas unreliable since 1945. I felt sick if I read the
Heplap, which waa the official Cemmunist Farty organ.”

"I paver read any publications frem Rusaia or othsr sataellite
eeunt.ries."
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"At the university library, all the fereign magazines and
mewapapers wera available, but I couldn't read 1.[‘:;1"} However,
if somebedy took them out for reading, he had te verify the
purpsse [or what he nesded 1%t.7

Respendent has no knowledge about illegal publicatiens or bools
more than what she mentiened befere.
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EVI. EVENTS CUTSIDE HINCARY.

A« Hegarding Rusals, respendent says she deesn't knew anything.
She doeen’t know the Russian peeple, the Hussian charsctor. (She
begs me, with apparent pise-usT 3 "Plaase, den't ask me abeut
the Russians, nelthsr the Russian leaders. Fer me they ars
nen-existent.”)

B. Concarning ths pepularity eof Esstern Buropesn nations ias
Hungary, respendent naym:

"1 knew enly that the Peles were the mest pepular bacsuse ef our
comnon histery."”

"Wevertheloss, ns matier what natien we talk abeut, the individuals
are vhe can be eympathetic or net. The peeple of thess countries
are usually geed, bul their gevernmemts are net favered Ly the

Fungarians.”

Heapendant deesn't know what would happen if these countriss would
hold fres elections.

Gbe has ne Imevledge,either, abeut living standards in these
cpuntries mere than what she heard frem her coellsagues whe were
abroad. They =aid that Czacheslevalkia has higher and Humania
has lower standard of living than Hungary.

C. HRespandent has ne epinien about Peland. She read abeout the
Pelish events in the newspapers, but deesn't knew whether the new
pellitical regims preved geed or not.

Accarding te her eopinlen, Hungery became beld frem the Felish
damonstrations.

D. Te the questiena sbout Tite and Yugeslavia, respendent answered:
"I den't mew anything abeut Yupeslavia and Tte. I wasn't there

&nd 1 am able to ferm an opinien about things only which I
exparisnced.”
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Natiema)l Cemmunism was an unknewn term fer respendent. Sha knew
Mre. Falffyesssterreicher and her 12 year old daughter, but thay
never discuseed pelitics. (Palffyesszterreicher was sxecuted in
comnnectisn with the Hajk trihl. - Interviewer's note.)

E. Abeut Suen, respendant thinks that Sues drew off the attentiem
8L the warld frem Hungary and it waz mere impertant fer America
than the Hungaerian problem.

F. Cencerning West Germany, she saidi

"I heard that the stampdard of living was high and there wes mers
eppertunity te woerk in West Cermamy."

"Every country is usually afraid ef the Germans, and pecpls talked
about tho pessibility that Cermany may start ansther war.M

Hespendent had pe knowledge sbout the Carman sroy.

Comparing the Oerman and the Husaian eccupatien ferces during Werld
War II, respendant saym:

"Both occupatien forces were bad. The Germans as well z2& the
Huesians. The Cermens took away everything that was wvaluable om

an intelligent way and I think they could be more crusl with paepls
then the Huseiana. The Russians ware mors brutal , but very primitive.
They destroyed everything and realized only later what had valpas."

"The Cermans were more disciplined and, in general, more pspular
then the Russiana. But Lhe people den't want any ef the twe as
eccupation force."

G Abeut her impressien ef living starderds in varieus countries,

respendent says:

"The highest living standard ism in Gemmany er in England, I net
sure in vhich eceuniry. I den'™ imow abeut the rest of these
ceuntries queted here."”

H.Te the quastien "Mbat surprised her mest abeut america, ' respendent

answerad :
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) "I read se much about Amarica, geod and bad am well, that I wasn't

surprisad abeut anything. I guess this fs why my relatives get
whs v T BALITEDangry of ne because Ifig.pmsatde encugh. The enly thing was ths
& mechanizatien and the practical houssheld appliances which eutde
ny imeginstien."

"America has very goed laws, a2 much s I knew about them."

"It was interesting that the priests are higher sstesmsd here than
in Hungary, but, en the other hand, they are more eccupied with
businsss than with religien.”

Eespendent deesn't know tha fereign pelicy of the United Statea.

She thinks it is net always geed when America gives meney. "There
are preblems which cammet e settled with money."

Respendent says, "If Kadar accepts the American cenditisms, then
Amsrica can bave relatiens with Hungary."

Cencerning Vestarn visitera, respendent says:

"Yes, it is almays geed to have Western visiters in these cesuntries.
Hungarians like Western visiters. Bat these visiters have te be
careful and bring eneugh Hungarian mengy with them, because if thay
sperd much dellara, they will te questloned where did they get their
dellara? On the black market? Everybedy's under centrsl in Hungary.
The geverment deesn't want the foreigmnre to sell their dellars en
the black market fer more than the regular currency. The autharities
may take the feoreignar to the pelice, amd they wun't te very palite.
The AVH men will stand there with the ‘havaigitar') (This means
Hawaiian gultar, which is the niclmame ef a machime gun in Hungary.=
Smkenrkemexsomka® Interviewer's nots.) respendent sdded langhing,®

"Ferelgn magacines are always useful, all kinda, but new it is net
allovwed te gand it legslly. sybe the legt thing te de is Lo send
all the pepular scientific muparines te the different libraries of
Hungary."

- 'Tlastrurn vieitors whe breught messages frem emigrunts were always
coma,"
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Respendent heard the name eof the Marshell Flan, but deesn't lmew
more about 1t.

Concerning the Keresan war, she says:

"The Cemmunists cellected 200 ferinths from me fer tha Koream
refugees and te help Kerea, but I den't knew why and I den't
knew why Americe feught in Herea."

J« HRespendent has ne nowledge »f the United Fatiens and its
mla,
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IVII. ENOVLEDQE OF AND ATTITUDES TORAMD SELKCTED PERSONALITIES .

A« Te the questien, "Whe is in her opinien the greatest living
Hungarisan,' respendent answers:

"I den't knew any great living Hungarian."
B. Respendsnt's reactiens ts the different porsomlitiss are:

RIMRE RAOY: FHis bohavier was wonderful , in spite of teing a
Communiat, he had a Hungarian heart and he wentsd
to help the peeple. This was a very beautiful
characteristic in him. sven in the last mimute
he ceuld have been eble te die fer the pseple.
He was breught up abresd in a fereign ceuntry
and still ho waa a real patriet."

WCARDINAL MINDSZENTY: He is said te be loeked upen as a saint.
Hewever, during the rsvelutien, he asked fer tee
muchs He is an intelligent mam and had anough
time in the prisem te think. Still he asked the
land back fer the eristecracy and the Hunga risn
peeple de net want any mere 'arimagyareszag' -
(gentry Hongary. )"

"LASZIO BAJK: Ne kmevledge abeut him."
"ERND GERO: He sheuld te hung. He was a villain,®

"JANCS KADAR: What em earth did he ever give te the
what was geed? We called the tanks 'Kadar-taxi’
ﬂﬂ.ud:.‘.l.ugg bacause wa heard that he went te the
ministerial in & tank, he wao ge afraid,."

Absut OsNERAL EBEIA KIRALY, reapendent had ne knewledge.

"ANUA KETHLY: She was liked 1n the eld times, but I heard, I guess
in the fereign breadcasts that she is a little biased
toward Comminism. Hit maybe my infermatien is net

Cencerning Presidont Elsenhewer, respendant knews whe he is, but
net anything meore.

Respendent news the same sbeut Truman, but nething abeut the rest
of the persenslities, net sven their names.



F-80 IVIT/44
HL&

Regarding the third list, respendent has imewladge enly eof
the fellewing names end natisnalitiest

"Fareno Nagy, Hungarian;
Ressevalt, American;

Stalin, Russiant (Here respendent had the fellewing: "He did tha
right thing when he died. Hs sheuld have dwme

it 20 years age.")
Khrushchev, Russiam:
Tite, ¥mm Yugeslav;

Meletev, Hunwmian."
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IVIIL ATTITUDES TORARD EXILES AND EXILE ACTIVITIES,

A. Te the questisn, 'Oensrally spealdng, whe laft Hungary and why?'
respendent answerat
8a D

"(Smiling) Theae who were afraid and Seese patriets as myself. But,
te te serious, mestly young pesple left Hungary, frem svery claas.
The greatest part came from Budapest and wast Hungary. They escaped
because they were in danger of imprisenment e depertatien, #&x er
thay had relatives abread. Put many yvungsters came eut becauss ef
thirst fer adventure.”

" wie stayed behind had mestly big families er a small heuse
ardd (piece of land.”

"I den't know how I feel about these whe stayed behird."

"Thers were peeples whe had the eppertunity te ceoms eut btut decided
te stay heme because of fear or cemfert. HRit I den't remsmber a
specific story."

"The peeple in Fungary knew that thess whe came out had to leaw
because of the danger."

"If they had a chance, most ef the Fungarisna would come eut bacause
thay den't knew hew difficult it is sbread.”

B. HRespendant has ne lmenledge of exile erganizatiens er
individuple® sctivity. Filling out the attached 1ist, her few
remarks are the fellewing:

QUEST o ¥
0tto Hapsburg; that's eut of Eniipe

"Nichelas Herthy: De you knew that the Hungarian peepls liked nim?®
Ag far as 1 myself am cemmerned it is a very difficult questism. I
have ne comenta."”

Regarding activities of exile peliticlans, respondent says:
"I think these peliticiana wantad te do semething fer Hungary, but

I den't Imew abeut their activities. I have ne idea what they sheuld
have dene, or ceuld have dane."
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Answering the questien vhether she met any Hungarian whe accaped
after 1945, tut returned later en, respendent says:

"Antal Pager did. But I didn't meet him, enly I heard gbeut him."

"The redefectien cempaipgn mas made by the Cemmunists enly fer
propeganta. After semebedy returmed, first the Cemmunists left
them alens, but later en they daclared them class enemies er sent
them te cencentratien camps. The general epinien was that ths
Cemmuniste were deubls dealers. What was it geed for, te Immarimmx
moupix lure these pesple heme and then te dspert theg?"

D: Cencerning what peeple in Hungary would like te knew abeut exiles,
respendent answerst

"Everything. But it wen't bs geed fer them te knew under what bad

ciroumstances we are here. At least eur relatives should think that
wa have sn sasier life.”

hegarding what exiles sheuld de, she says:

"hat ceuld we de? Ne matter hew united we are, eur mumber is very
small cesparing te the huge Russian empire.”

Hespendent deesn’t wish te join exile erganisatiens.

Aespendent deesn't lnew nbeut pelitics.

£, Cencerning future plans, respendent says:

"As lemg as the Russisns ere in Fungary, I den't want te ge bmck.

1 guees T will be able te maike & living here as well. Iaybe ens
day I will be cracy eneugh te meke up my mind and will g9 hame -

what will cest very mmch mensy and will hawe a very little advantage."

If she bad children, respendent weuld want them te learn Hongarian.
She thinke it's slways geed te Jmew a language,
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XIX. AUDIENCE REACTIORS TO RADIO AND LEAFLETS.

A« HRadie.

Respendent's remarks are ths fellewing:

"I listened te Radie Free Eurepe, BAC and Velce of America."

"They were all jammed the same, but at night it was better.
Durding the revelutien, all the statioens were terribly jammed
with a rettla.”

"1 listened enly te the Hungarian breadcasts becanse I den't
apeak any foreign langoages. "

"I listened te all eof them, ene aftar the other, amd

them. I teld abeut these breadcasts te selected parsens whe
wére relisble. We talled abeut it evary day, eithsr in my
femily er at my werking place. I listenad enly te my ewm
radie, always nleme. I didn't trust ethers. larlier I listensd
mestly at night, at 11 er 12 e'cleck, very sccretly. I clesed
the windews and pat the radie en a very lew velcs. I cared that
nobedy should Jmer absut it. The Communiste dissapreved it, but
during the last ysar it was net se dangerous ary mere. We ceuld
listen te the breadcssts mers frequently but it was still net
witheut risk."

"After 1948, peepls were imprisened fer listening te the [ereign
breadcasts. Ix There mas » peried when it was a great sin. I
den*t remember well, maybe areund 1951-52, ut lately I didn't
hear sbeout punishment cencarning listening te readics.”

"Listening te the dlfferent statiems, I think Easdis Fres Zurepe
premised tee much befere tho revelutien, as well as during the
revelutien. There was tes much prepeganda in it. I wmyeelf
didn't belleve in everything they said because I knew that im
Amarica met e ing was goed either, but the pesple whe
odcaped uuﬂi% that there's a wonderful life here-they
can live witheut werking and the mengy lays en the street.
Thay thought this becavss eof the radie breadcasts. I heard a
pregran speaking abeut $5 hourly weges. They else premised
that America will take care of the famillies of thess whe logt
thedr lives in ths revelution.”
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"@tharwise, tha pregrams of Radie Free Eurepe were very interesting
ard colerfully mixed. They could instigate very well against thu
Commundsts and the Hussians. FPeeple becams bmver and did mere
during the rewlution because ef these brvadcasts. This can b
partly geed, but the empty premises are bad. The hepas eof BO0%

ef the pespls whe maxm belisved in them were net fulfilled.®

"The news was raliable in every fereign breadcast. We could see
it later en in the actual events."

L T

"I think Hadie Free Eureps sheuld centinue te Lreadcast. Evary
Pregram was nscessary and was goed in general. I like very mmch
the character descriptiens and the musical pregrams.”

B, fespendent doesn't know absut FEP leaflets. Hewewver, sha says
that she heard abeut the 12 peints. She thinks eover Radie Free
gurepe, but she deesn't remember what they were, enly shs recalls
that they were geed amd bad a geed effect en har.

C. Respendent has ne knewladge of leaflets.

D, Regerding the geals of Western breadcasts, respendent says:
The

"Their wim was the prepeganda. festern ceuntries den't like the

Russian sxpenaien. They knew that Cemmunism wmts te gain greund

in Amarica, tee, and wants werld deminstisn."

Hegpsndent dessn't think that the skffwesssw different erganisatiena
had different sbjectives.
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IX. CHILD REARING AND IJSCIFLINE.
1. Absut her visws hew children sheuld be breught up, respendsnt sayw:

MChildrean should be handled gemtly, by persuasien, witheut bsating.
Byt it always depsnds en tha child's character.”

"Thay sheuld e taught t» leve and respect their parents, te be
straight-fermard, hepest amd religioms.®

2. "Het having any children, I am net able te geo inte details
cencerning this westien.®

3. Cencerning hew she was disciplined, she adds:

"] was toaten by my mether when I was a child, but sha ceuldn't
change me with it. I becams intrevert and buttensd up; &ven when
I was 20 years old I got a slap en my face encs in & while,
Hewevar, I must admit, that my methsr was just. GShe never punishad
me for somsthing I didn't de. Uy father was the esppesits. He
manted me te hener him sven when he was net henorabls.”

4e "The children were usually punished in eur family by the methar.
It was the same in my sister's family."

5. Respendent desan't knew when punishment was gemerally stepped
in the Hungarian famillaes.

6. "Children ware mach less disoiplined under Cemmunism than
befers, and the teachers had a much harder time with the childram.
But I have ne further knewledge abeut the system of punishmant.®

7. Answaring what characteristics she values the mest im a frisnd,
respandent sayas

"Thers is an eld Hungarian saying abeut friendahip; 'Be jand in
treutle, tee, pot enly in wine' - I had enly ems friend Wne waa
always on my side,if in difficult times, tee, my sister-in-law.”

"I den't think that thers were any changos in real frisndships
during Cemmunism. "



