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CHARACTER DESCHRIFTION

Subject comes from & working class (creftsman) family. Father was &
tailor and pursusd his business as a Skssek working at home with the
sssistance of his son (subject ).

The boy (bescause he is very much a boy etill) is the type that wants
to break with the warking class and become something more. He wants
to have more schooling and sl together %o be more "meliped" or at
least what be thinks to be 0.

He is extremely meatly dresssed, well groomed, in fact too wall, andi he
is rether & dandy - too curly hsir, sach toc alesk sideburns, rather
like Hlvis Preslay but much more good looking. He has a good mile
though vary seldom. A& bit too girlish, with long eyelashes and dreamy
looking eyes. Rmxmptiomitxakickicindes Despite all this, ha strongly
disapproves of rumning after girls and confesssd never having had a
real friend because h: was umdlling to lead &n Lmmorsl life.

He rather went to the thaater, opara or movies instead, Alac read
avidly (mostly trash as I found out and also one book per evening!l)

I found him rather unintalligent and disinterested in evarything mostly
politice, but he frankly admitted that theater and sporting eventa
interested him much mere. He was very casual about sverything and I
admit at the beginning I sven had the feeling that ho was fibbing.
However, later on he gave x correct details about certain things which
proved that he in fact did participate in the Hungarian revolt. FHe
vas rether at sea howewer regurding dates and could not remember them.

After the revolution he made his way to Sweden and worked on a Swadish
cargo boat as en officers' mepe assistant waiter. When they docked in
Boston last week the boy got lost in the town and by the time he found
his way back to the docks the boat had sailed without him. He has a
30 day pass and he intends to wori during this time so ms to s able
to pay for his masssge hack to Swedon.

He's rather an introvert snd I bel ieve that he was more swept along
by the uprising than participeted by conviction. He confessed having
been smaged by himsel{ that he, who mever could even sae his mother
kill & chicken, went about killing people, but he made the exouse:
"Aftar 2ll these were our amemies."
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MAJOR SALIENCE AND WARM-UP QUESTION

"] believe that the moat important thingx Americans should know
about the events in Hungary during Autumn 1956 is that from the
very first moment the revolutioo has started we have been
expecting help from the Weast because the Hadio Free Eurcpe told

us 80 and we ware very confident about it - and that is the reasmn
why we held out for such a long tims.®

"Also, I would like to point out that the West ought to realisze

what a tremsndous effort it was to fight with obselets weapons arnd
vhatever we could get hold of against tanks end overwhelming majordty
of ths Russian aray."
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IIX. Chronology of persomal experiences, actions, attitudes srd
expectations during the revolution.

Respondent gave the following mcoount of his activities during the
first three days of the revolutiom,

A. T did not hoar anything tefeorshand about the demrnstrations,
especially not that thay are going to be that serious. All I knew
ves that myagasky & sympathy demonstrution was going to be arranged
by the univeraily students and moetly as a repsrcussion of the Pognsn
events. On the svening of the 23rd, I gaisge joined the crowd that
Was searching arocund the radio :
mmxfrze building when the AVRs started to fire. ¥

I asked respondent whather or not he tock part in the demonstrations
end he said not-btecanse aiinchiedtmmcdmoomx atthe time of the demon—
straticns he was in his indestrial trsining school.

Baspondent then wemt on:

"When the bloodnhed started eround the radio bullding we immediately
received ame from the scldiers that were ordered to maintain order.
We stormed the radio building and a flerce fighting was going on from
room to room. Uy group captured five AVH people. Four of them were
file and rank and ope wag an of ficer who with drewn pistal. behind hie
men forced them to fight. T can tell you there was no clemancy for
these people.

"We received arms from the soldiers,also amunition. Also, we had pme
from the captured AVH people. But I was told that magy arps and
ammunition were brought from the Killan Barrscks.

" The battls waged all night long in and around the redio uilding.

jr

Prime Minister Fadar finally omlled #m for the assistance of the
Russian troops: At least this 1s what I was told, that he wms to
blams for it. However, vhensver we could telk with the Russians,
a8 most of us could , and explainad to them for what we are fighting,
they refused to shoot at us.

I cannct remembsr the day any more but I think two or three dayas later
there »as a big demonstration in fromt of the Farlisnest Building.
We joined the crowd riding Russian tanim and armored cars togethar with
the fussians who joined us, Howeover, the AVH started to shoot into
the defenselers crowd. A% lesst 500 people were killed. This was

"
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the official mmber glven later on. I have seen how the Russian tanks turred
their guns against the AVH, The battle raged for about an hour here
in Parliament Square.”

B."la npeyer thought of any consequences. We didn't Teel any fear.

We didn't think of death at all. We only thought thet we are i hting
for Hungarisnindependsnce and in order to chase out fram the county
the Husaians. We alac were completely and uttarly confident of
Western halp. '

"However, later on we saw that against the overwheleming majority
offlussian troops we are conpletaly helpless . We also did not heva
up - to-date weapons.

"In my opinion it wes Nedar who cslled in the Russians on Nov. 4th.

"I cammot remember whap I have first heard the revolutlomary slogans

and the word "freedom fighters". Regarding the ages of the people who

fought with us, they wers boys, snd also girls, from the age of 14 on.

Thay were mostly single peopls without familiss who were the most

daring. The young people were studdnts from the Universities but also |
the young workers - especislly %ough and gond fighters ware the bovs

from The dlums - they were fighting fisrcely.

"The arms we received mostly from the acldiers; also, from the barracks,
and armoriss. The police also handed over = great many arms. We had,
however, among our leaders, who smxmcEfrmmsrx hed seen military service
during the war znd had some knowledge. These were the people who

taught us how to use the tommy guns, pistols, end rifles.

"8f course, I do not imow how the fresdom fighters were orgnized. My
little group consisted of about fifteen or sixteen boys and we had one
leader of our group who had seen militsry service in the 2nd World War,
We had our hepdguarters at the ‘he Prater Strest High Bohool. Hers about
800-1000 freedom fighers had thair hesdquarters. We had & former

officer of the Hungarian Army - he gavs us the directions- the orders.

I he=rd that s sort of all-over leadership vas the headquartars was

at the Mlisn Bareecks and lad Ly Paul Maleter. later on, Kiraly

became the conmaénder of the Hungarian militia. The daputy commander

of spleter was ﬂnlnne;."l Csiba. /yself, together with some other boys
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were the guards of honor in Kilian barracks, on the day when I

remember many foreign journklists cams to male interviews thers. We
gtayed at the Kilisn Barracls until Nov, the 4th. We were holding the
barrakisfor a whole day aflter the Russians have come in. We then, at
dawn, left Kilisn Barracks ard about twenty of us - four of us soldiers,
and the rest of us freedom fighters, went to ths Tompa Strest Schorl.
Our group leader was killed by the Russiand st the Kilian Barrscks. I
wag wounded twice, but they were small, superfiecial wounds.

(The btoy showed me his scars on his right wrist and laft arm)

"A couplas of days later we went to the student's home in Raday Strest.
Here we found, at last, quarters where we could sleep. By this time,
we ware dressed in sll sorts of odds and enda - boota, ﬂl:i.t-!h taken
from the AVH - jackets, arms, eto. It was an odd assortment.

91 ssked the boy whether it wasn't dangsrous te wear amy plece of AVH
uniform, and he said:

"We all had our specisl pesaes issued by the Hungarian Ereedom Fighers
militisa; also, we wers issued pepers which permitted us to carry fire-arms.
These papers we recelved at the time whon we were stationed at the

Kilian Barracks.

"The cfays then went on - the gorilla warfare and the sniping. Wes did not
believe in the beginning that the West would léave us in the ditch.
later on, however, we loat hopa, Alsoc as the days dragged by and ne
help nas forthecoming., the population got also scared littls by little
and wheraver we tried to take covar or shalter with some families in

the city, they begged us to stop fighting and to give up bacause it was
useleze; also, they were scared Lo keep ua sheltered.

"On December the 4th, I fimally wint home to see my grandmother. She
lived at the Joapsh Attils Strect. Durling the fighting spd the revolution,
I went up to s2e her several times, and many people kied seen me in the
house and knew that I wes a mambter of tha Freedom Fighers Wilitia and

I mas taling active part in the revolution. Everybody csutioned me that
reprisals would be forthcoming, so I thought I better leave the country.
I told my parents that I was goir; to do this. I slso bagged them to come
with me. However, they did not damre to take the risk with my younger
sister- So, togsther with two of my friends, via Gyor, we laft. It took

us several days, becauee twlce we wers captured. For the third time,
finally, w= were successful.
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Tihen I saked respondent whether or not he thought that Hungary

had gzined becsuse of the revolution, he said:

nIt wes only the pessantry who gained in the end, because they did
not take part in the uprising, and now the gowermment is trying to
reward theme. The working claas has lost everything, and the revoelutlon
wes, in the end, deflented,
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IV. «XPECTATIONS OF HELP FROJ THE "EST DURING THe RXVOLUTION

A-"Me d4id expact militery sssistance from the West alsc, We listensd
to the radic and heard that voluntesrs were offering thelr services all
cver Burops. Also, we hopad that the United Nations would send, 1f not
forces, at least observa®ion troops. Alsc, we hopad thet the Unitad
Nstions would also have tha power to make the Bussisna leave Hungary.

B, "The teais of our expectationa, ns 1 said, were the forelgn radio
broadcasta, We didn't hear anything else but 'hold-out- halp will come’,
however, very soon wa wers bittdrly disillusloned. The only help we
recieved vas from the Red Cross ard even the paclkages and medlieine, gc.,
which were sent to, or brought o, the country by the Red Cross were
taken v the Russiana ard wvery little found its wvay so psople who needed
ite Thoye were also many instances when the AVH were shooting at the

Red Cross transparis and trucks, because they had used ambulances and
Red Cross caras for smuggling arms, and so they thought that the freedom
fighters are doing the sams.

C.« Heapondent did not mwmmwst come into contact with any foret
between Oct 23 and the time of his BBCAPE o o )
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Vs SOCIAL CLASS STRUCTURE AND ATTITUDES.

A, Regarding his family backpground, respondent gave the following
information:

"y father wss a tailors FHe worked in his own 1little workshop at the
Armanykez Street. Mother ran 4 dellicatessan store. So we had everything
we maded befors and during the war. 1 couldn't remember, of course,
the exsct amount my father was esrning — I was too young at that time.
We lived at the Akacfa, whore we had & two rocm apartment. We also

had 2 small family house outaide Bodapest."

Respondent could not give any informatiom on the sducation of hls
parente. He spaid this was never discussed. He said howawver, that he
balieves both perents had eight prades and also that his father had
industrial training because he wes what thay called a mster tailer.

B: HReparding zpmukfin social classes, respondent gave the following
classificat ion:

"I beljeve that there are the intellsctuals, which consist of peopis
who had some learning, then the peasantry, then the workers, and
finelly there is 3 special class of themselves, the Communist big shots."

"Having attended school, I met the members of different socizl d.asszea
and the least countact I had, of course, was with the peasantry.”

Respondent ¢id not glve hie attitudes toward these groups, rather, Is
eave a ghort description of the sttitudes of the groupe themselves. lie
apparently did not understsnd the quest iom. He waw ol the opinion

that tle peasanta lived far botter than ths rest of the population

and they were always complaining but they lived mk @uite well: 1In his
opinfion, the working class never had that much more money to aspend than
the peasants. He glso was of the opinion that the controversies between
workers and peasants still existed, despite all efforts the regime made
to reconcile these two classes to sach other.

The workers, according to respondent’s opinion, had too much work and
very little pay.

Beparding the intellectmals, he seld thet this class had the least
opportunity to be employed according to their qualificstions.




Then asked to what class hs felt he belonged, he said:

"l &m & member of the working class, but had I had opportunity te
finish my schoola and %o atudy I would have belonged Lo the intellsctusl
clags."

In respondent's view, it was the intellectual class that was hardest
hit by Communism, but he also thought that more or less each class
hag in its way besn hit by Commumlsm &lso.

Cu As to hor an individual might advence himself in Commumiet Hungary,
respondent was of the opinion thet the most important factor is the
political wiew. Then wmmes origin axifinglly only telent. He alse
added:

"Neverthesleoss,you have to know something snd show them that you are |
efficient, becanss then the Comnunist regime will taks care of your
further education and will alwaye be at your essistance.”

Changes in socisl mobility were pgiven by respondent am follows:

"As far as I can remember, it was only by 1956 that the regime has
finally realized that this kind of classification can not g0 on any
more and also, the tzlent and knemledge of the people me to be
considered.”

Speaking aboult somebody as a persos that can ggt aheed in Communist
Eungary, respondent was of the view that it was the =rson who alwaym
says "l am a good Communist.,"™ and who has, as be put Lit, a big mouth,
He also must heve a pood Cader file,

D. Regarding groups thai gl more out of socisty than they deserwm,
responcdent waa of the opinion that these wers the pecple who worikead
for the AVH snd for the Cosmunist party and alsc who had an excellent
Cader backgrourd,
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VI. FAIILY LIFe UNDER COLIUNISH.

A. Regarding his own family, respendent said that his om family
life hes cdetericrated during the Communist regime. The reason for

this ho found in the very bad possibilities of making a living. He
also thought that from what ha saw in other families the =wwocx
gitvat.ion wes the same everywshers. Heapondant also disclesed that
ha was consistently fighting with his father beceuse, even though
they both hated Communiets and the Communiet regime, the father waa
very much pro-German, which he could psver understard because he was
a fisrce lungarian.

He could not tell to which type of family his reslly belonged, nox
which of these came <l.osesh to deseription of 2 typical Hungarisn
family.

Remrding how children there grev up during the last ten years,
responcent said:

"There wers many families who ware affected more than others ix
regarding the education of ciildren, and some of them, on the cther
hand, could go on as before. These wers mostly thosa who earnsd pood
vages. In our family, however, end this I resented very much, my
parents wanted 1o bring me up as they were brought up ages ago and
after gll I had always %o work much and had very little time for
amsements or for ageal £."

B, fexgmostmwiooer Hegarding how the merrisge, courtship and sex
pattorns have changed during tha Communist regime, respondent could
not give eny informst ion. In & way becauss, he egsid, "I was much too
young end I heomoonm know only whet I have seen in my time. My family
was an old-fashionad type of ons ag I have said before. I have sean
that there were families whers the boys had to g end visit the girle
in the homs of their parents, but these were rather few. Hoatly young
people want out alome togsther.”

"It was also awite a difficult thing to get married, because the girl's
people frst had to save monesy for furniture for epectamsat, eto. I
diszpprmowed of those boys who, without thinking first, maryried much

too young."

standing



“The girls were, on the whole, very fmmoral. I found that you
could gat them without marrying them. But I beliave that this

is not only dus to the Communist educaliom. I think that svery
generation is more liberal than the cold one and thai we are always
aore medern then our parents. The greatest change I nee 18 ek
the fact that sociel stending is no more & fector in marrying.”

The mules of parenis depended entirely how the children were brought
up. Some boya or girle infommed and consulted the parents about
engagements or marriage, but some did not."

Mty Hegarding marrisges in church, respondent said that psople
who ware afraid of losing their jnl:n usually do not go to church to
get marrisd thers or went in secret.

According to respondent, prostitutden wees prohibitsd in Hungary.

Regarding the semal morality of convinced Communists, respondent
said:

"I do not belisve that it was much different from that of the average
Hongar isn becavse the Communist party wes quite strict with the party
members regarding this problem."

C» Rogarding what he would hsave done if & good friend of his had
joimed the Communist pertys later on, rwspondent said:

"his €19 nol Mappen to me because I reslly never had a very good
Iriewl, 1 mostly disapproved of what my pdls did and I rether
withdrew from them. Howswver, in principle, I'm sure that I would
ask him why he joined the Communist party member. But, on the whole,
I do oot like a turncost."

D. Hegardirg juwenile dslinquency, respondent thought that he did
not balieve that &ax juvenile del inguency wag én the increase, or,

at least as peopla think here,it wmxex wns on the jampsc. He was of
the opinion that ooors rsally these ware harmless teepagers whe ware
imitating the American, or what they thought to be Amorican, style cf
dressing, dancing ard behavior.
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A. When asked what part religlon played in Hungarian life,
respondent said:

"I believe that religion played z gmater part in our Hungarian
1life in the country than in the ol tiea, and also among the oldar
genaration more than among the younger people, and this dus to the
Teason the older ganeration wan given religious instruction and
we wers not,"

"According to my belief, it was the Roman Catholic religion that
was hardest hit because thie was the strongest religion and besides
this church had always an great fortune and great estatee."

B. When asked what kinmi of part religion plays in his lifle,
respondent said:

"You knmow this is a thing I have been thinkding guite a grest deal
about and hooestly I am et a loss, I do not know. I am not religlous
at all end much lees religious of course than my parsnte. At home

I went %o church tut here I never ge or, rather, very seldom.”

Co Respondsnt was completaly at loss regarding the quostion what

the relation betwean church and ststa should =, He didn't under-
shand the question at all and Zchodessoewdaddyoom probetly this has
never cccurrad to him. However, later on, when I explained it to him,
he was of the opinion that church and state should be qita
indepencent from sach othor. On the other hand, he very strongly
advocatad the role of churches in educttion becavse he saids

"The religious instruction should b maintainad in every country
because they teach much better things 4n those classes than at the
ploneer and the DISE movemnsnts.

Fe also was of the opinion that churches should play an active part

in an independent Hungary m=mom in politics, because he thought that
the people became very immoral during the Communist regime. and it would
bz a goed Lhing to be led back on the right way. Howewver, ha did not
wgnt to sve Ui Church te set o moral code and standard in such things
as pleys, books, eto.
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D, Regarding the Jewish minority, the respondent was of the
opinitn that the Jews and the Jewish religion were much less hurt
ty Communism, and due to the fact that only because tha top
Communiots in Humgary were Jews., Also it wes the Jews who got the
best joho. However, has said, thats

"This protebly was due to the fact that the Jewsih kids always were
givan & much better educstion by the paremts. Also beceuse the
industries and the trada was always in Jewish hands in Hungary. "

Hegardirng the attitude of the Jevs toward Gsmomdaim Communism,
respordenfent could net give any information or opinion. He said:

"You know many Jows must have left Fungary also. and went sbroad so
mrobably they weren't so enchanted by Communiam either."

Hespondent said that there were many Jews who became party members
becauss they wera liberated by the Russians and probably this was
the resson. When asked what he knew about the attitudss ard actioms
ef the Jews during the revolution, he said:;

"Forsonslly, I cannot remember that I have seen any Jewish boy
fighting with us. Besides, I dexzmt am unable to find out who is
a Jew and who is not."

fegarding whether or not Jews wxwkmd want an independent Hungary,
respondent paids

"There was always a fight between the Jsws and the non-Jews in

Hungary in a way becsuse the Jews ware monopolizing the trads and
commerce. Sut whether or not the Jews would have to feal perseoution
in an irdsoendent Hongary, I am unable to tell."
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VIIl. THE HUNGARIAN YOUTH.

A: " considered young people between the ages of 14 up to 25 te
belong to ths so-called Hungarian youth."

3. "The major part, and the most important part,d ths revolution

was played by the younger pecpla. The revolution was initiated,

howaver, the students of the university. The reason why the

young people of Hungary scted as they did was mostly due to the

fact that we were all unheppy about the possibilitiss that were

glven to ua in our careers. Furthermore, we have seon that the

Russians ere exploiting us and the whols countzy.” .

"The young people took the lead in the revolution becanse they were
more disatisfied, less feerful of consequences, and on the whole young
paople always hove more elan. The clder generation was reaigned to
their lot, they were foaring for thair families and thay did not dara
% run risks."

"during the revelution, the older people held us im & terrific
respect. We, on the other hend, krmew that the clder people had thelr
valid reasons for not taking an active part in the revelution.” ,

s About the schools and sducational system in Hungary during the last
ten years, respondent gave ths following information:

"The education at schools went according to the Communist ideslogy.
Toung peopls were tried to be won over for the Fionser movements, etc.
Also; to be indoctrimated ss much &a possible .”

"On the other hand, we had to study extrsmely hard alse. The compulsory
education age was Lifted:during the Communist regime you had to finish
edght pedes. Efors the war, four or six were eaocugh.”

"There was much Communist propoganda intreduced in every subject, even
in physlcs, for instance, it was always Soviet zclentisis who inventad

gvarything."

"There waa no religious instructions at school any mors, only for those
nho wanted te have it peivately.™

t
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"There was no religious instructions at schodl any more, only for those
who wanted to heve it privately."

degarding the restriction of vooational choice, respondent told that
in the eighth grade they had to fill out forme rwgarding their wishas
in reference to their careers. But, of course, s he said, the
intellectual occupations were already so much crowded that you could
not hope to be mdmitted to the universities. At least this was so at
his tims. So it was moch better te chosea & trads.

he qality of the educatiom,in rospondant's view, was extremely good

and regardiog the teachers, he thought that, of course, they had to belong
to the perty im arder to be sllowed to teach, but they were not

Communists fundemsntally. They were extremsly competent. The headmaster
of the schocl, of course, usually was an all and out Commurist.

Dy Hegerding youth's resction to Communist indoctrination, respondant
said:

"Just like in my case, I's sure that all parents in Hungary have
erlightensd their children what Communism and the Communist doctrine is.
And, therefore, we did not believe what we were taught at schocl.”

"In the beginning, howsver, many young people were taken in by the
bpgutiful promises of the Communieta. I have svan knom of boys,25-25
years old, who then, due to their all and all acceptance of the dootrins
were later on treined in party schools, These people desnied the

exlstence of Ood and thooboam they 're advocating the evalution theory of
Darwin. However, Sconer or later, everybody got dissillusioned bacause,
after all, the Communism they wers preaching was completely different from
whet was impl emented.”

"I believe that only in cases where marents, too, were all and out
Communista, did the yourg people completely the Communist doctrine,"
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IX, MAJOA DISSATISFACTIONS AS FELT IN EVERY~DAY LIFE.

Ay "Our main dissatisfactions in Communist Hungary were, firat of 211,
that we always had very Litile money. lThen, that we had %o work under
the norm system."

bi;
“Apert frow/political things, ve were mottly anncyed by being compelled
to sign for peace loans and aleo to call ewerybody Comradn. This was
just. silly."
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X. THE ECONGWIC LIFE.

Ls "Hegarding the standard of living of my family, I can say that this
was wary much worse during the Communist regime than during the war.
Food was mostly expensive as well as all regular consuser gocds.”

"fagarding clothing, this was no problem for us, Wy father btelng a
tailor, tut matarial we had to buy was very expensiwe. OClothes you
bought ready made st the state ztores wns of very bad quality and
extremaly inferior workmanship.?

C. "Thers was & shortege of housing all over the ocountry. Wa, however,
lived in our apariment, the same one as before the war, boscause we were
cguita lucky that it wasn't bombed cut."

"The standard of living of our family bae steadily gone down since 1945."

"l reslly cammot say what in particular we have missed because I hawe
grown up in that poverty."

“1 belisve thet our living standard was much better between 48 and 'S0
then =t in the mecent yeers."

"Family that lived better and weas better off than any other was ususlly
tbe one who was favored by the party,maneger of the plact and then the
hlack marketeera."

“"Bagarding the measons for the Hungarian standard of living belng st the
lowest levsl during the last eight years there is only ona answer to this.
everything went out to the Sotiet Unian, or, the country wes called
"trading" some commodities with the Soviet Union, which, of course, mesant
that we got tha worst deal. Also, the campulsory swrendaring of the
erops mux ceusad also shortage of food.®

B. Hegarding respondent's income during the psst 10 years, respondent
disclossd that he was working for his father vho gave him pocket monsy,
but ke had pot a regular incoms.

C. Respondent could not give ioformation om prices and quality of
ESUEFE poods you could buy in Fungary because, as hs said, it was
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always his mother who did the marieting and being a boy he had no
wmord to say in the bousshold &t all at home.

Hegarding ke retail distribution, be could ssy, however, that thie
was very bad ant there waa a shortage of consumer goods very often,
which was mot only seasomal shortage. Also, certain commoditiess were
in very shert supply. He mentiomed, for instance, the electric
tulbs. Then, glso, it was very difficult to get any spere paris

for the sowing machine of his father, for instance.

Lommodities that were eéspecislly in short supply,=xsmid according
to correspondemt, were bullding bricke, tires, also construction
materlals,

Hegarding the black markel, respondent said that he knew that there
was ona, but couldn't give much inlormmtion. He only heard that
people who were caught in black markstesring were strictly punished.

U» Regarding working conditions, respondent again could not give
much inforpation t2causp, az he myntioned before, he was working
for his father.

E. TWhen zsked vhere he would have preferred to live 4n Hungasry, he
said, "Only in Budapest. Bacguse, after all, this is the heart of
the mation. I was born thers and lived my whole life there."

fsgarding collectivization, when first introduced into Hungary,
regpondant hed ths cpinion that evsrybody was of the opinion that
the Hungarian peasante were opposad to it ss much as poasible, and
that it will not work at sll. He slso thought that tha well-to-do
peasant and the less well off peasant both have objectsd te
zecidmeicociax collectivization. H: heard of collectives being
digsolved at the end of 'S5 apd '56 because the pessants were
dispatisfied with their incoms. He plno menticned that the so—calls!
Furlak Lew was abolished in 1955 Gy the governmsnt,
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11, THE POLITICAL LIFE.

4. Hespondent was much too young befors '48 and therefore unatle
t2 give infarmatien on the situstion &t that time. Alsc about the
Commundst party before 1948.

B, Hegarding respondent's views on the Commumist party from '4E
o, respendent was of the opinion that the paople who joinad the
perty did so for the simple reason that they wanted to make more

nengy s

In his opinion, the party policies have changed.in the last yesar it
bis bacome much leas strobg becmuse, after all, they realized that
tie patisnce of psople cannot be abused tco long.

Hoapondent alse believad that there were di [ferences within the
party, and many fights going on tetween the A Ilferent factiona.
Rospondent thought that the Communist big whigs were scared of sach
olhare

Rogarding party morale, respondent siid that he doesn't know a
tiiing about it end besidea, he @x rever eared very much for politles.
Also, he waa very muoch too young to be concerned about such thinge.

irgarding the aima and motives of tha top leadars of the Comunist
pirt in Hungery, respondent wan of the opinion that thesa peopls
probebly have no individual aims or motives at all. They have te
cogy the Soviet Union dmplicitly. He ressonad it this way:

"ihenever romething gipumedy happened in the Sowist Union, we were
Bie to gat the same trestment in a very short Hme, one in each
g @llite country ons after the othar.®

“imvevar, what the Cosmunist top leaders preach is that thoy want
to achieve 'sceialism’, but of course this is 21l bunkum. What
Uy are out for 18 an over-all Communism. Individually, I do mot
belisva that thay have any specisl aima."
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"I have not heard about Rajkpefore because I was too young at ths
time be was on top. I only of his rehabilitation last year,
which was ridiculous."

When asked what should be done with the top Hungarian Communists
when Fungary is independent, respondent said:

"it would take me & very short time to finish with them. We have
learred our lesson during the revelution. We have besn far too
lenient with them and now thay are carrying out reprisalas back homel

Ce HRespondent could not tell whether thera was any oppoaition
to the Communist govermment before the revolution.

Hegarding respondent's knowledge of activities of the intellactuals,
he told m that the Honday peper which w carried the srticlea of the
intellsciuals was always sratched up arnd mold &t black market prices
People were that eager to mead the daring articles printed in this
paper. Hespondent also sald that he has heeard about the activities
of the Pstofl pirvle tefore the revolution.

: leaders or a
Howaver, respopdent was unsble to say vhether thess intellsctuals /
had anything new to say snd whethber or not he considered them wsxx/
spearhead of the revolution.

In his opinion, these intsllectusla stood up against the regime
because it was absolutely hopeless for & Hungarian intellectusl to
1ive undepr such conditions where even Literature and art was slanted,
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X1I. THE APFARATUS (F POWER .

A- In respordent's opinlon, ths AVH,people who joined the AVH foroe
wore people who pold themsalvea for mopmey and thought that they
oould sasily male a wery good living. These psople, according to
regpondent, had no conscience mhatscever and they lived or died
with the rogime.

However, raspondsnt pointed out that there wers among the AVH force
young people who hgd to sarve their regular compulsory military
ssrvice and who were assigned to the AVH, and this was just bed
iuck for them because they couldn’t help being drafted to thie
heted foroe. Hespondent had very little experiance with the AVH
masn peracnally. Ffe mentioned that there msmcoszosbmxicnbcicoxame
BOErexcCkExixkinge wos & man who had the sams name as his father
did. This man was s member of tle Arrow-cross party, and sscaped
from prison. The polics were investigating his cese and he end his
whole family wers under obssrvation for cuite sceme time.

Uuring the revelution, respondent together with ten of his fellow

freadom fighters wasarr:sted and captured by the AVH, and looked |
up at the Sgondy Street Schocl. Homover, the population in the 1
streets who were motified of this, displayed such a hostile attitude
that the AVH fimlly lat them out. Here, while they were in prison
for sbout half a day, respandant sald they were beatem up cruslly.
He maid the meet horribtle and sadiatic pesrson among the AVH people
W23 8 WOMAN.

I¥, and when, Fungary is irdependent, respondent would apply ths
sams treatment to the AVH pecple 23 to ths Communist people, &s
montioned before.

Regarding respordent’s feelings atout the regnlar police comparad with
ihe AVH, h& was of the opinion that %em conly the big shols of the
regular police were all and sll ocut Eemmunists. The regulsr renk and
file was on the side of the freedom fighters. He diasclosed that mamy
tme thoy received ammunition ead arme from the policemsn, but even fm
those who did not taks part in the fighting, or did not surrendsr thoir
arms displayed @ very masive attitude. Fespondent also saw former
policement Tighting side by sids with thenm, .

2 aleo disclowed that the AVH pollce was scared end put on regular
police uniforss, but they wers scon fouwdd out, az the uniforme were
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brand naw. Whenover the fresdom fighters could lay bhands on such AVH
men masquarading in the regular police forde uniform, they waually
killed them, took the momey out cof their pockets and stuffedit in his
mouth. Nobody evar looted or stdls the momey. Respondent wanted to
point out that even thought tha Bungarien Communist Radio maintained
that ths fresdom fighters were fiooting the city, this was not trmue.
There wannot & single case of looting or stealing during the revolutionm,
despite that the shop windown ware broken. in fact, respondent pointed
out, we found many looted and stolen srticles in the Rusaian tanks
that we captived,. Some of them were stuffad with all kinds of
axpensive commodities such as nylons, ates

Hegarding the confidence snd tralning of the reguler police, respondent
palds

"This compared to what had been under the Horthy regime had deteriorated
o a great extent. The tmaining was very bad and alae they wers umble
to track down the criminmales.”

B. Respondent could give no ides as to how the courts wore before 1945,
Hs pointed out, howsver, that during the Communist regime the courts
ware not at &ll impartisl., It wes very importent what sccial background
you came from, and who was the plaintiff and who was the defandent.
Respondent did not have anmy information regarding the Beopls ‘a Bourts

of 194547 He, however, learred about them at school, and knew that
they were dealing with the so-collad war crimingls .

Co Apoording to respondenmt, the Hongardian &rmy participated in the
revelution, He eaw many soldiers Mpghting on their side; alsa, they
recsived arps from them and they wers helpod by tham whanaver and
whargver soadilils, Haspondent dieclosed that the barmacks in the
suburbs and provinces wers surroundsd and faken by the Ruspian AVH, due
to treascu. Hasspondent has sesn with hir wm eyes bhe behaviour of

the Mungarian «Army. Even though Lt haprensd in some instances that
in the bsginning the scldlerzsurrensdered ihelr arms, later on in
great upite they went over to the freedom [ighters, for inatancs - at
the Eillian barracks.

Respondent was of the opinien thet enlisted men and officers equally
came¢ over 1o their side; only the very big shots and at the top, did
noty said respondent. Raspondent thought that the behaviour of soldiors
during tha revolution relazted to slases origzin ware not consplcucusg
howmaver, he thonght that the psopls of peesant origis ars much more
cauticus timp a soldier of worksr's oripin would bae.
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Fhen ssked whether or not respordent was surprissd by the Army's
ections during the revalution, he sald:

"Why should I heve besen? Thene were good Hungarian toys after gll."

"I have sesn often thse Hangarian poldierdrefuse to surrender their

arms batause they came over to [ipht with their arms en our gide,

After all, the Hangarian soldiers are aloo Hongarian worksrs and |
Hongerizn psasants asd they don't 1like Communi=sm and Russian opprassion |
prd thay wanted a (ree and indepardspt Hungary. |

De Whan s eked whether or not Hungerisn feelings about the Hysaian |
Lruy are due to svents of 1848, respondent seid:

"This I do nmot balieve. It was rather thut their bshaviour in '45 that
nede them unpopular, Alwe peopls vho wers in Bussiaf as prisonsrsof
var, had plenty to tell.

Fespondent could not romember eny notunl expesriencen with thsa Husaian
Army in 05 as &t that time he was quite yoong. Howaver, he wne told
oy his family how brutaily the Hopsian Army behaved at that time -
fhay were stealing, raping, looting everywhere.

Hespondent held a very bed opindon about the Russian Army. H: thought
they were an Illiterate, primitive, baasily lot.

Hegarding the Russisn soldiers who stayed in Hongary before the
revolution, respomxient said thal theas pmople liked to stay in Hungary
and hated to lsave it: “eny of them steywd in Hungary with thair familles
erd thay liked the life ip Mungary. Hs, howswer, had no contacts with
szy of the Russlan ccovpation troops, because as he ssid, in Budapest
cily proper Kingoouorex  there wers no Hussian ocoupation troops.

Fowever, respondant polnted out that the Busslan soldisrs who were
brought imto Bungary after Bov. 4th during tha revolution,wers
completely umaware ol where bhey i=d been sent; the onss closa enocugh
o talk to tham were told that theywere semb to save the Hungarians
from Corman fasciate whe had come to and were holding Hangary. Cthers
vers told they were going to fight at the Suez Camel.

Hespondsnt said Chat the first batch of lussiamns who fought in Budapsst
tefore Kov, 4th, were a friendly lot, and the mowent you could talk te
them they harnded over their tanka, their ammunition, tut on the._whole

they wore scared. The others who vere sent into Hungury aftar Nev. 4th
vwers dopgolisns and a brutal Ay asd conplstsly upaware of the situaticn-
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Hagardirg cases when Soviet soldiers helped Rungarians, respondent
anid that he himself had experienced such help by the fusadan soldiers
when they let them ride the tanks and used their weapons. As te
<evist soldierarefusing tc obey their superiors, respondant disclosed
that k= had seen that in the Koasuth Street, a ilusuian officer tried
o command soms Hussian tanks: the mldiers, however, refused to

ﬂb@rﬁ"q

lis also knsw of Soviet zoldiers dissertirg. Fo says that he s seen
this, too. He also has seen the Soviet soldiers Mghting spainst the
AVH in Farliament Square when the sniping ocourred., Whather or not
Soviet soldiers fought each other, respondsnt couldan’t tell.

Haspondent glzo had no knosleodpe of individual btrutality by Sovist
eoldiers toward Hungariane during the revelution.

£y Whether or not thare is sny truth in that once in a whils you could
find a local govermmemt officer who would ba willing to forgat the
ruleg and help paople in trouble , resporcent wasof the opinionm that
there were & few, bt not miny. They werc rather scared to help, tat
these people have usually - out of shear kindheartednsss - d one.

fow you could find a way of gottirg around some of the regulations,
at least to a certain extent, respondent said:

“Thies was juite sasy if you kpew vhich ropes to pull, and you had
gcod conpections. I do nol lmow shout bribery, but I belisve that
peraonal conmections, or Perty cormections, were extremely usaful.
Hewaver, i oificials were caught sccapting bribery, t hey were very
strictly punished: I do not imow tha form of punisbment that was
lmposad on tham.
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ASSESSUNT OF FUTUHE PROSPECTS FOI. HUMOARY

Whan seked what he thoupht would jrobably happen in Hungary in the
future, respordent said:

"l red 1y have no idee. This is a much too difficult question to answer.
I just imagine that Communista caimot last forevar. waybe, even if
Communism lasts for another twenty years Sooner or later, soms change
is bound to come-

#1 do not believe that at present something will hapmen in Hungsry
bscause the oppressfGon is far too strong. Kadar could not possibly go
back to tha Stalinist line becauwas than he mon't be able to maintain
his position. He muat give in o some extent, at least.

"l do not approve a Polapd-iilke = lution, because this is not @
finer solution, and Hongary wunts. a “ter all, to be completely
independents '

"Hagarding the wayz and means by vhich Hangary's fresadom could be
sstablished, I co not think that war is desirable. This would lead to
a2 world war, and the yse of the atomic waapons and nobody wente this.

"Unfortunstely, I do not ses mny other msans by which tha USSR can
b= made to obsy the UN sanciiona.”

H.Aespordent's hope for Bungary's Tuturs before the revelution was
pretty vagpues They meraly coneluded in the hope that should Germany
be x united again, somehow the whole Scutheastern Paropean problem
conld be saved, teckuse they didn't ses a way out short of war which
nobody wanted. They did not believe, nor hope, that stronger sanctions
or interpatiomal pressure would make Hussia coma to heel.

= i E
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SOCIAL, POLITICAL, AND BCONGHIC IDSCGLOGY

A. Regarding the syatem respondent would lLike to ses in Rungary, he
sald he would like to sea a completely indspendent Eungarian government,
ard he put a atrong emphasis on the word Hungarian.

B. Hegarding the desired economic system and emphasis, respondent

gzid that a highly mechanirzed agriculture under private ownership, &s
well as the light industry would ba the most important thinge, Hungary
oght to smphaslze. In the fisld of light industry, mechinery should
be produced, and in tha Cisld of agriculture, Hungary ought to grow
wheat and also grapas for wine production.

If the Commnist regime were overthrown, respondsnt believed that the
national erterprisss whould mostly be returmed to private ownership;
howaver, he would prefer to see tha heavy industry that is left and

the transportation, some of the mines, and the power-worke in the

hands of the state. Hespondent was of the opinion that the trade, ormfts
ete of smell industry should be returned to private ommarship.

In respondent’s opinion, the ctate ‘arms and kilkhoses ocught to be
dissolved &énd the land also r:turped to private vwmership. He would
sst the maioum amount of land anyore person, or family, should owm, at
1000 gores.

Provided he would ba allowed to chose between two different kinds of
govermment, respondent chose ths first ope - the ope that guarsntses
2ll persorel freedoms bscauss "withcut [reedom and libesty there is po
1ife."

Hespondent was alse against outlawlng the Communist Farty in an inde-
pendent Hungary for the evidemt reason that the Commnist Party would
net have any followers. The Hungarisps, as respondant said, have inomm
vory well what Comsunism means.
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C-Respondenl believed that Hungery ought to have, ideally, a
position sipdlar to thet ons that Gweden or Austria has - a complete
irdependant, neutrality.

"Respondent would not have wmanted not W have any relations with the
&R et all. With tha East duropean states only oultursl relations
and vith the rest of Hurope and the WA, respondent would like to ses
aconomic and cultursl reletiono. He did not want to have any military
tise with any country.

Happondeht 's reactions to the poszibility of the Federation of the
Hubian states was as Tollows:

"This i not & new idea, I have hesard about this- tha Eeossuth was tha
firet ons who advocated this idea."

Respondent was of the opinion tiat thls wes a very desirable and also
poesibls solution for South Eastern Barope; however, he would like to
see Homaniz exclused from such federation.

According to respomient ha did not know the general feeling about
this problem in Hungary. He said they 'md only discusesed it at school.

The presant boundariss of Hungary were unsccaeptable te repondent. ke
eepecially resented the situailion of Transalvania; and the reason of why
was it that this territory had the lerpest Hungarian pooulation living
outeide of Pungary. Hespondent yould 1l to sea territorial adjustmunts
espacially in the Forthern part of Hungary, nos called Slovekis -

then Transaslvanis and other inkabited parts of Yugoslavia.

Ha believed the moblem could be solved by plebsscite to be followed
by territorial adjustesnte. He €ld net think that the sxchange
of population works out well,

Hespondent was very moch concermed about the problem of Hungarian
minorities living cutelde of Bungary, and especially of thoge in
Trensesslvania; the whole minority problem was pretty important to hia.
He also mentionad that beelde netiomel problems, there is also an
economic advantags in teking pew territoriea - in Transnalvania which
iz very rich in patdral arens.
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THE FORMATION OF PU'LIC OPINICH

A. Respondent wis very unimformasiive regarding this chapter,

Ha had no ideaa about Ehrushchav's secrel spesdh; had only heard
vaguely about th 20th Party Congress. Hedid not know anything about
Serator “cCarthy or the un-American activities committes, and neither
sbout Peron or the cauee of his fall,

Regarding the private 1ife of Hakoai, he added:"We have lesarned
his life history at school, but ctharwise, I do not know anything
about him, and I'm not believing whatever they taught ue at sbhool, "

Behecording to respondent, the scurces on which he drew for
infermtion during the last ten ysars were meinly the fareign radioe
broadeasts. He vary seldom read any newspapers.

Co Bespordent d4d receive news ty word of mouth from reliabhe friends
and acquaintances. These were mostly political. However, he added
that this news was wually less reliable than the radio, lscause
People usually slways addsed scmething to the news when they lformarded
it to sompone eleme,

Dy Regarding his reading habits, reospondent said that he v ery saldom
read any newspeperc because he was not interested in politics whatsoever.
Usgazinesd he read -~ cultursl snd scfentific scmetimes. Boolm
accarding to him he read avidly everything, and of course in
Hungarian translation. He wsually resd une book svery evening. (When
I probed hinm regarding the kird of literature he resd, I found out
that Lhis wan mootly very szcond class, and not wery Ej.gh-brm L
read indisoriminately - evarything from thriliers md detectived storiss
ard once in svhile somet ing bstter and by more known suthore)

there
neapondent disclosed howevor that Limy vere guite a lot of bocls that
ware on the blacklist, and these books thevy could purchase on the black
mariel and they were handed down from friend to friend. Hespondent
8pecifisd these books:" Books thet were printed during the Horthy
regim",
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EVENTS OUTSINE HURGART

A: Respondent didn't see any peesibility of a change within HRussia.
"Feople there live under deathly terror, and fear. The Communist leaders
of the country do not enlighten peopls on purpose, and thersfors they
-the peoples of the Sovist Upion - will mever be able to revolt. If and
aver, & change might occur then liberalization would be the way. Only

a revolution if the people w uld dare once arise. Xko

I do not think that Rusele will ever have eny free Xm elsction; thereforp,
I do not even try to think what the results would be if such electiocns
were held. You smust remembsr the so-called "free” elsctlons in

Bungaryd Wha* port ef electiona these were! It was ridiculous. And

tha same refers te Russia,

"In my opinion, the top leadersof Hussia fear esch other aml are
scared that ome or the other would assums an overall leadership.

On the whole, their overall - collective ~ motives is the word
Communism. Individually, I believe that each of these people would
lik= tec be the only, and sole, ruler of the Soviet Union. That's why
they keep on purging each othar."

"Ia my opinion the differences betwsen the Russian lsaders and the
Hungarian Commnist leaders is only that the Copmunists are ordering |
the Hungerlians about,and thess obey. |

Bultegarding the relative popularity of ether countries of Bastern

burope, respopdent put them as follows: hs thought that Yoposlavim

wasmost popular in Hungary, because Tito dared to break off from the |
Joviet Uplon; then came Eastern Cermany because many Hungarians sympa-

thired with the Germans; then Foland, followed by Czecholslovakia, |
Homanis and Bulgeris. |

iapredtapckory £ |
Regarding the free elections in nussis, he said it was an hypothstical |
question and impossible to realize, but he said that if, and ever, |
nevertheless these countriee wuld be in a position to vote freely,

is sure that they would allbresk awsy (rom Communism,.
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In reppondent‘'s opinion the standard of living at present is
highest 4in Kastern Germay. followed Ly Poland, Caechoslovakia,
Hungary, Bulgaria amd Homanias.

Co Regarding Poland, respondent w8 was of the opinion that
Oomulka ‘s povernment was:

"] talked to Polish boys on the boat where I worksd and they all
told me that the situation in Polsnd has improved, so I think I
faver the policy of gradualism. Amywey, it worked out better than
in Hongary. I also telieve that the outlook in Poland is good and
there will ba more favorable changes there.

"The Polish developmente before October, '56, in my opimlon have
affected greatly the everte in Hungary. We all were paying mmch
attention to the events in Poland, and followed them emgerly. We
were greatly excited. Aftsr all, the demonstrations wer: alse
plame d ingympathy with the Fozman eventa, and I jedkmx bel.ieve
that the Petofi and the writers started their activities also

in visw ofvhat happensd in Poland. After and during the revolution
however, Polish eventa had no effect on Hungarian events,

"Reparding changes of fresdom of expression in Poland before Comulka's
rise to power, I have hesrd about the Poznan events which were

carried by the Hungarian Communist press and also by the Hungarian
radlo, even though in & slantsd version, but we alasc heard the news
gbout the events inPosnan and the riots, stc. on the Hadio Free Europe.

"I would have preferred that the Hungerisn revolution takes the path
slong the Polish lines bacsuse in the long run it seems that they were
the luekiery onss."”

D. Respondent had no idea what mationel comrunism weans, 50 he was
st quite & logs to answer this question, but finelly he blurted out
"I do pot believe that any Communism could be good; Commondem will
always remain Communism. He had no idea bout Tito's relstione witn
Bastern Buropean mtions, but he said that with Eussia and the VWest
he i always on good or bad tarms, according to how it suits hinm.
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Regarding Tito's position vis-a-wis Hungary and the Hunparien
revolution, according to respondmet, was rather neutral and mors
on the alde of Russia, if peosaible,

Whether or not Tite 1s popular in Yugoslavis, respondant did not know.

Regarding intermal problema in Yugoslavia, he thought that the

standard of living is better than in Hungaryj «lso, he heard that in

the factoriss,for instance, the worker's council are in fact the

mausteras of the plen, and have a word to say in the management. This

data he heard from sports people who came over for sports events from

Tugoslavia to Hungary. —— ——— |
and the niddle-Eaat ;mnblm 3

Es Regarding the Susz situation, I had the impression ﬂnt he didn't

know very much - he was rather tight lipred about 11: - gbout the whole

problem and the vhole situvation. His exouse was that”I am not the |

persen who can give an cpinion on these problems.'’ ]

Fu Hegarding West Cermany, he has heard that the standard of living 4
is very high there.

Raspordent wasof the opinion that if German im united there is
@ poeslbility thaet they would start & war against the Soviet Union,
and the Communist countrisa.

Hegarding West Gsrmany armament, he had no ides ebout the axtent - nor
of the military strength of hatarn Garmany, or the langth of service
in the Wast l}amn aImye

When saked t0 compare the Cerman occupation troops - the Russian
army after the 2nd World War, respo-dent said that the Russians were
by far tha most distasteful to him personelly - that the Osrman army
vas much better disciplinad as to both officers and enlistad

and also in his cpinion the Husgian Soviet ocoupational forces were

the most enpopular in Hungary.

G. Respondent hed no idea what NATO was forj; he pever hesrd of it, in fack
By did not know anything sbout the British Labar Party, either.

H 8 impressions regarding the living standards of various counbrias was

as followg: he thought the highest wae in Western Oermsny, followed
by Great Britain, then Italy,Oreece, dgypt and finslly Soviet Russis.
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He Begarding respondent's impressions on the United States, thes
amounted to very little because he was only here for two dave, Hs
was greatly impressed, howaver, by the high living standard and tha
amount of cers seen in the strests.

Begarding what the United States would do for the pecples and nations
of Kastern Furope, he wasof the opinion that the UNited States ought
to give laans and economic aid to prefent governments of the satellite

to the Soviet Union, a Sovist lean is alwaya much harder on the country
because the tonditions are much teo herd. He thought that the rresent

Eowever, he thought that the Americen government should net accapt

the presont govemmert of Hungary ae a leadsr governmant of the country,
end in his opinion, the American goverrment ought to seitle their
diplomatic relations with Hungary's present government,

Reapondent wasof the beliaf that peopls of Hungary would like to

gea Westarn visitors, and 811 kinds of them; howevar, ho whought that
visitordy ought to be told that they should do their best to get in
touch with the psople and not talk to officials only ans with those
W.th whom they are allowed to apeak. The recent imigranta would be

Heepondent was sleo of the opinion that people at home would love to
receive Waatern books and pariodicals; however, he did not understand
question no. six, whether iL would make any difference to the people that
Hungarian exiles were assoclated with such sctivities. Hs did not 5 es

the point at all.

As te the Marshall Flan, respondent was of the opirdon that this was
launched in order to give material assistance as well as polities)
dtrength to the different couniries.

Hegarding the situatiom in Rorsa in 1950, respondent Brid he wvas mugh
00 young at that time to glve an opinion why America became i nvolved
K in the Korean War.,
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I. Regarding the United Matlions, respondent was of ths opinion
that this is a wonderful organization in theory. However, in
practice it does not seem to have strength enough to keep the
Soviet Uniom disciplined and to make tham obey.

Hegarding the U.N. action axpected in fall and winter of '55,
respondent said:

"At that time we ware convinced that the United Nations will
send elthar troops or at lsasst obeervers, and alse that the
United Nations will make the Russisna lsave the country.”

"However, I must admit this was my view gt that tims. WNor I have
seen that the United Netions had no powsr to act becavse the
Russian government was slways refering to the British exampls "

"l do not believe that the U.N. will have the chapcs & the will
W interfere effectively on behall of Hungary in the foresecalla
future."




8- xVIiif3s
HLR

AIVII. KNOWLEDGE OF AND ATTITUDES TOBARD SELECTED PHRSONALITIES,

A« When asked vho in his opiniom is the greatesat living Hungarisn
and why, respondent trisd to think hard for quite some time and
finally he said he couldn't tell.

B. His reactions to & number of peracna below were as follows.

Kagy — "Hs 1= g good Hungarian, but he had ne power to do
anything. He was a decent guy, but, in my opinion
he should have zx declared Hupgarian peutrality earlier
than he did."

Cardinsl Mindszenty -~ "I have no idea whare he i= at present
and I den't lnow what happened to him." Hs did not give
any opiniom regarding the Cardinal.

Hajk - He didn't know arnything .
Gero - Hs heard that he iz a Russian puppet.

Fadar - He said that he does not even have any opinion about
him, he is a2 man who has no conscience and a henchman

of Hungary.

Genaral Ximly -~ He said be only knew that he was the commandar
of the fresdom fighters' militis.

Miss Fathly -~ He said she is a good, decent Fungarisn woman who
would like to ss2 an independont and nesuiral Hangary-

Rogarding President sisenhower, respondent had the following view:

"He swat bs a pretty mmpekx popular man and follow sound policy
bacause otharwise he wouldn't heve been elected twice.

b Sesretary General Hammarskjold - "In my opinion, he is a decent
man."

Respondant couldn't say anything sbout Dulles, Bden and Truman, except
thet Truman wss the former president of the United States.



T8~ VII/%
HLA

in refersnce to the following list, as on page 3 of paragreph AVII,
I drew a blank rogarding all personalities mentionod Lhare.
kespondent just shrupged his shoulders or shook his head,
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XVIIL. ATTITUDES TOWARD EXTLES AND EXILE ACTIVITIES.

A. In referance to people who have le ft Hungary snd their reascn
for leaving, reapondent sald:

"Oenerally speaking, members of all sceinl classes havs left
Hungery, but they were mostly of the younger pemeration. I have
ssen many intellectuals and workers, but few pessants, that's true.
The reasons for leaving were mostly fears of reprisals snd alse
Jroung people wanted to Jswom live in freedom and wantad to Live
decantly. As to whare from they came, the majority came from
Budapest and ita vicinity, but I have heard that peeple came even
B3 fsr as from the Rumsnian border."

"Those who stayed bahind were mostly people with fmmilies or the
older generation, who were too secared or tired to face = new life.
Or maybe," he added, "they loved their country mere than we did."

"People Iin Hungary think favorably sbout those who laft,in peneral.
They say we were right in doing so. They don't ressnt it. After &ll,
all of us bave families at homs, and these peopls are pleased that
we, at least, are frec."

"Assuming that people in Hungary hed & chance to come to tho West, and
if the Hussians are still in Hungary, I do not telieve that more than
50% of the population would stay behind, and these would be most 1y
the peasants who alwaym stick to their land.®

B, Respordent has not heard about any exile crganizations and
individuals that have been active in the West during the last 10 years.
When handed the list of orpmoizations and individuals, I again draw

a8 complete blank. There were only vary few names of which he has heard
&t all but knew nothing about them.

Ho alsc had ne idea whether or not people who left Hungery before '56
tried to accomplish, or did sccomplish,anything for Hungary.

. Hespondent met n pearson who returned to Hungary after heving
escaped to the Vest in '45. He met this person in 1950 and this man
cams home for family reasons but was deaply disillusioned and vary
unhappy-
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Respondent thought that unfortunately the Commnistx redsfection
campal gn kucbogmismet with some succsss becausa mf there were quite

a few sho returned to Hungary. The regson why the Communists have
lsunched the redefection campaign wes, according to respondent,
becauss the top of the intellectuals and ths cream of the natiom

has left the country. OSpecislists and people who had the key
poeitions in certain intellectual posts, specialists, engineers, atc.

D. According te respondant, people in Hungary would like to know
how the exiles are faring heare. According to mspondent, it is

very difficult to inform people hack in Hungary what they ought to
know, end people ought to be very cereful vhat they srs writing.
However, he belisves that psople are running no risks if telling
their kin &t home how they are faring.

In respondent's opinion, the sxiles ought to form new & strong
rstiociation which wuld comprise all immigrants, old and new ones,
this bscsuse respondant believes the old imigrents have more
cormections here than the néw omes.

Respondent would like to take an active part persomally in the
organization of such an association.

He would not mind to join an sxiles® organization which is rather
cultural and soclal, because he's not too much interested im politics.
He believes that this organisation ought to be made up of all kinds
of exiles. Respondant mentioned that he has heard of an organisation
that 18 trying to rally the Hungarian immigrante all over the world,
but ha could not glve the nems of this organizmtion.he has heard of,

anything
hespondent has not heard about, or did;pot imow/about political
partise before 1948 and other part axilex. He was of the
opinion that it was a good idea to revive the politicel parties in

Aurgary during the revolution, but could not offer any further ideas
regarding this topic.

E- HRespondent expressed his desire to go lack to Bungary by all
means, but only provided if Hungary is free and not governed by a
Communist regime. He also wanted his children, if he has ever eny

o learn Hungarisn zs well as any foreign language.
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XIX. AUDIANCE HEACTIONS TO RADIO AND LEAFLETS.

L. Hespondent listemed to foreign language radlo stations while
in Hungary and these stations were fsdio Free Burope, Voice of
Ihmerica and BEG. According to respondent, the reception was
ugually bad for all stations because they were much jemmed. He
listepad %0 the Hungarian language broadcasts svery evening regularly.
The family had its own radio end thay listened together ek or with
relisble friends. Respondent pointed out that it was quite risky
to hear the Western broadcasts openly, and so everybody was very
careful. He also has heard sbout Western broadcasts secondhand
from reliasbls frisnds. The risk involved in listening to Western
brosdcasts did not dater anybody. They weare just more careful.

Regarding respondmt’s reactions to the Western broadcasts, he
admittad that they belisved Hadie Free Hurope and its promises.

The respondant thought that the broedcsats of Radio Free Burope
hed not that much sffect because peoples after a while were fed up
¥ith the propaganda. However, during the revolution, peopls were
confident that what they were told over the radio w1l come trus.
Lespondent said:

"We always were told to hold out a coupls of more days and this 1is
vhat we did."

Hespordent agreed that Hadio Free Hurope, in faot, helpad to inclte
the Hungarian people by holding out promises of Western help.

In respondent's view, Hadio Free Hurcpe should neverthe less continue
% broadoast into Hungary becsuse these broadcasts are the only
link with the Western world now.

Hespondent thought thst straight news ebout political and sconomic
sventes would be good, Mt no anti-Coomunist propagands. Faople in
Hungary know better what Communism is than people in the frees world.
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Programs about 11fs in Western Europe and 1ife in the United States,
on the other hand, would bt of great interest. Respondent also
added that good musical programs, serious classlioal music would I
alao welcome.,

B. Hespondemt sgid thet he has seen a couple of leaflets outsids

of Budspest which wers sent into Fungary by Western ocrganisaticns.
Alsp, ons year, when he vwas pear Klstsrcsa, he found soms himself.
However, ha could not give ap acpount whether these were FEP leaflets
or otheras. All he remembersd was that kimy some of them had cartoons
mocking tha Sovietsa, Others had propeganda material. Fomx There
wag & groat risk involved im picking them up, keaping them or talking
about them teo anyone. Feopls were told to surrender them immediately
to the police, however, no one did it, sccording te respondent.

Respondent believes that thers iz not much sanse in semding leaflets
into Hungary any more.

D. According to respondent, all Wastern groups that broadcast and
sond leaflots into Hungary had the sams motives and gosls, that is,
to encourage the paopls behind the Irorn Curtain and to disseminate
anti-Comaunist propaganda.
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IX. CHIID REARING AND DISCIPLINE.

In respondent's idea, mxzhikt the most important things & child
should bte taught are to respect his paremts, to be brought up
in a religious belief and also, to Xm receive a good educatiom.

Hespondent is of the belief that a child should be disciplined, |
tut he was very strongly ageainst physi cel punishment. In his

mind, a parent should always try to discipline a child by good

word and example, but not by beating him up. Othersises, respordent

had very vagus ideas how children should be brought up and how the

treatment should be differsnt for boys and girls.

Regarding how he personally was disciplined, respondent all of a
sudden bacame more telketive. He blurted out that he thought it
was a mistale on his father's part, vwho always wanted to tring
him up and to educate him the way he wae brought up, and respondent
thought this wrong. "Because, after all,” he said, "young peopls
want to have more freedam than the elderas imegine they need." His
fatber wantad hin to work from morning until avaniog. He, after
8 o'clock in the evening,manted to go out sometimes. HRespondent
glso disclosed that it hurt him deeply that them was always a
controversy raging betwsen him and his father. Then, on the other
hand, he mentloned thet his mother always took his part against
the fathar, which also was wrong in his mind.

Among peaople he knew, all the families did punish children who were

8ix years old or even older. Respondant Jdid not think that the matter

of punishments differed in social classes, but he mas of the opinion

that the working class teste the children far more than an intellectual,
becauss, according to respondent, the intellectunls are better pedagogues,

According to respondent, in the last ten yeara, the authority of the
father has become very much less importapt. Fioyeical punisiment at
school was abandonsd and 80 the authority decreased alse. Respondent
mentioned that if a child has denounced the tsacher or & perent that
he was beaten up by them, the of fonder was punished.

Hegarding when parants stopped punishing their children; among peopls
respondent «new, ha sald:
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"Physicel punishment is ususlly abandoned for boys betwesn the
eges of 12 and 13 and for girls around the age of 12. Eut it
always depends on the child and on the perents slso, Punishment,
in general, is abandoned, according to respendsnt, around 16 for
boys and mxogridmoeddn fongrids between 15 and 16 for girls,
but again hs pointed out, it depends entirely on the family.

According to respondent, this varies by socisl class because the
upper clagses educate thelr children well. (He used this word
"yppar classes.")

Communism brought about changes in the fremency of parantal
punishment, the kind of punishment, and the age at which it is
ehanclorad,

%hen asked to point out changes during the lset 1D yesrs in the
way children are dlsciplined during their first eight years in
school, respondent said:

"I attanded school undar the Communist regime only, so I do not
imow the differences tetwsen the situstion that was before the
Comminist regime. We only had the report cards that wure sent to
our parants as disciplinary measures, We ware not £llowad to le
beaten, although sometimes we were excluded from an excursion or
not sent to sumer camp, Iif we did not behave vell at school."”

When asked about characteristics hs veluee most in & friend,
responcsnt eaid that he would like to see a friend to understand
nim completely and to be always sympathetitc to his idess and
helpful. Here respendent pointed out thet he always hes been
rather shy and had no friends, real good friende, btecause the

other boys ran after the girls and this he disapproved. Hs preferred
to go o ths thester or opsra or movies.

Hegard changes &x in frisndship undar Cotmunism, reppondent FEGEY
vas of 1%5 epinion that the n«'rmnéi in firendship Endurpl'?mmmim

depended on what kind of & frisndship existed between the i
reople .
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If people knew each other very well, then, according to him,
probably the confidence and friendahip would be maintained, evan
despite one or the other of the frisnds would belong tc the
Communist party. Othervise, according to respordent, people
were rather more cautious before making friends with anybody.

YO




