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CHARACTER DESCHIPTION

Sabject is of the Jewlsh faith(the first ons I've had so far) and her
attitude toward the revelution and many ether lssues is very different
than all others I've had hitharto.

1 beliovve her attitude is not so much bers alone, but reflects the ome
of the Jewry altogether, She has no patriotism and puts materiasl valuve
before many thinges, and is quite frank about it, teo.

She always said "liberation" when she spoke of the Russian occupation
of Hungary in 1945, or saying " after the liberation" msaning the
peried between 1945 te 1950. Also, duos to the fact that she was in the
ghette 2t the time when the Hussiens cceupled Hungary.

In all fairmess, bowsver, she sald she could not entirely blamsd the
Hungarians fer having anti-eemitic feolings, considering that 3o many
Communists and AVH peeple wera Jows, and it must be difficult for them

te differentiate. It was alweys interesting te see that she alwayn spoke |
of "tho Hungariane" - pever identifying herself with the nation, R |
saying "re". She rather pointadly always saids™ they™ ar "the Hungerians®. .

Has & rather lew-class background. Dresses loudly and in bad taste. She

is primitive and uses all sorts of high-brow words , mispreuncing them

or uslng them in the wrong sense. She seems %o be ocut to improve hernelf
tremdndously but somehow has not succeeded yat. Belng howaver, & very
determined little thing, I1'm suwe she will make good. Despite her little
school lng, she has a Ellitl‘l‘.l‘ll interest for music, ezpecislly, and

theatra. (When asked what she ¥new about the activitiss of the intallectuals
she spale of the sctors and theatre folk only, and had no knowledgs of

the acuivitiss of the Petofi Circle, for instance).

Cn the other hand, she i1s a plvcky person = lives all by herself dempite
having a very well ~to-de uncle { living at Orest Msck - owns his owm
meadical instruments, has & lovely house, television in each room -even

in the kids, etc. but gives her mo financinl suprort whatsocever - in

fact, not even being nice to her. So she refuses to see him.) She wants

o learn English well, first of all, and then to trein to be an accouniing
machins operator as ohe sees no future in being a seamstresa or dresamaker.
She did some office wark back in Hunge:ry and nows scme typling.
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MAJCR SALIENCE AND WARMUP QUESTION

When acsi<ad what she thought the most impertant things are that the
Amsricans should know sbout the events in Hungary, during the revolution
of 1956, respondant said:

"1 belisve that the Western powers an! especially the United Statas ought
‘o atop all materisl help sever gll economic relations with Hunga:y and
all the satellite natioms becauss this will be the only way te bring
Hussia to heel . HKusein and the satellite nationm lian en their exporis
and on the economic help they receive {rom ths West., 1 believe that I

an speaxcing fer 99% e¢f the Hungarians tiurk when saying that even i this
would make thair let it would be for s shorter time, and afterrards would
be allright again."
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THE CHRONOLOGY OF PERSONAL EXPKRIENCE, ACTIONS, ATTITUDES AND
EXFECTATIONS DURINCG THE REVOLUTION.

A. Heepondant gave the follewing acceunt of her personal experiences
during the revolutiom.

"Om the 2fith of Octobbr, I didn't know amything about what is geing
to happen the next day. Even on the 23rd. it waa about ten o'clock
in the morming when peonle coming back from the city cams ont to the
plant where I was working telling ua that demomstrations are geing
on all over the city. ¥ymelf and my friends were rether scared about
this pews because wo wars sfraid that the anti-Jewish feelings, or
anti-Jewieh demonstrations will be the result. Also we did not know
how to get home. Mevertheless, in the aftearnoon, when we finished with
our work, we caught a street-car to the city that took us as far es
the Wastern station. 4t was around 5130 as far as I cen remember, and
the demonstrators marching along the stresets were pgoing to tho Bam
status. I have seen a great meny pecople marching by ddmodiwx with the
Bungarian flags ard the Hussian emblems wers cut out. Feople were
widely cheering and singing. At that time, of course, I did not kmow
what the result of mll thie would be, I want straight home o the
7th Distriect where wa lived snd went te bed. '

"On the 24th, I wanted to go to my work as nsual but we saw that the
street cars and busses were not running; locking out of the w ndow, we
saw trucks and cars crowded with young pecple who kept on shouting:"the
gemeral strike i3 on'" In the mmamwhile, we alse heard on the mdio that
no means of tranepartation are in operstion throughout the oity, so 1
decided to stay home. In the a ternoon, we heard about the demonstrstiops
and the general strike and myself and my family kept eon wondering what's
going to bapren. Friday evening, on the 24th, the shooting has started,
and even we heard guns being fired. Ye went te bed on that day as usual
and did pot po out from owr aperitment.

"On the 25th, we bad te get aome food, so I went down to see what do

about this. ‘-'ln the boulaverd mearby 1 have seen that the cobbl.stones

ware talen out as well as the streetcar rails, and barricados were erscted.
Since many owners, or employeses of ithe different food stuffs were unable

to coms to thelr work, the frecdom fighters made the janitors spen up tha
food shopea and somebody was entrusted to sell the msrchandiae for ths owmer
of the shop. We did not leave our house except for getting some food on
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dhis day either. There was much shooting going on 211 over the
district.Fimlly, we moved dewn to the cellars end listened to the radie.”

"What did you think and what did you feal about the demonstrations?®

"When I saw the demonstrmtions, my first thoughts were te get homs as
soon s possille. I did not yant to participate in any demonstrstions.
I am not an patriot and I didn't think it worth while to risk my life
for suoh a thing:"

"Did you kmow what the demonstrators wanted the government to do at
that time?

“I heard that they wanted a free election and also that Tmre Magy
ba returped to hesd 4@ new Hungarian government.®

"Da you know anything about the erganization of the demomatrations?®

"I do not telieve that t hese demorstrations could heve been rre-arranged.
Everything seemed to me to be very spontaneous, amd tesides I do not
think that any demonstration on such a grand scale asit was could be
pre-arranged. As everybody krew, at that time, it was the studants of the
univers ties who, more or less, were ths eriginatorn of the demonstrations
and who rimted ths leafls te, otc.”

B, "kouldyou knor about how the demonstrations turmed inte fightingt"

"As far as I krow the shooting started at the Parliamert. In the beginning
the demonstrations, as T was told, wis quita paaceful, but then I heasd
that nomabody threw a hand grenade momt irto the crowd and so the crowd
opened fire. Also I heard that Soviet tanks wers firing Iinte the crowd.”

(Please note that this information is incorrect as compered to all other
interviews. ‘his alse preves thaet respondent was not supuixg the
revolution during the demomstrations or the fighting end has her data only

by henrsay)
"Who took part in the demonstrations regarding socisl class snda ga?"

"The marticimnte v2re of all secial clesses., L believe that all classas
were ifileded together during the demonstratione, and everybody someshow pesmed
to have falt that thay belengsd togefher. |laha-'dirg the fighting, I was te
that mostly the wnrlnra, yungsters, and the university stodents took part
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Respondent could not give any infermation as to from where the

froedes fighters get thsir arma, or how, if ever, they wers organived.
She sald that she heard that the srsergls were looted by the freedom
fighters. That's nll she could eay.

€2 Hespondent spent her days between the tims of the Sovist withdrewal
and the time of the re-invasion mostly &t home. Sha pointed out thst
since they had been listening te HFE they knaw that Husslan troops

are pourimg in Zeheny and therafore did not belisve that the Russian
retreat was & pamuine one. Hespondent disc that she weks up on
the 4th of November te strong canon fire - ole house wea trembling,

ghe said. Reaspordant did not work until New. the §th at all. Hewever,
on Nov. the Bth, since it was pay-day, she decided te po o the

plant where she worked apd pick up her wages. She walked a1l sleng
the Vaci Strest te Udpest, and all along the way she saw the Hnssisn
tanks limed up. Despita for not having worked respondent wea paid her

regular wagen.

Respendent disclessd then that sfter i Novs the 4th, sho want
several times to the city with her mother te see the dama;ea of the
revelution: She maid thet she was herrifiad te see how the city lecked
after the revelution which atruck her ae being more devastated than
aftar the seigoe of Budapast in '45.

¥hen asked whem she began planning to leave Hungary, she salds

"Ever since I was 14, 1 waniud to leave Hungary, and thia is why I
attended the spprentices course for dressmaking bacauss I wanted te
be geod st pome trade, Alse since I had an uncls here in the US

1 thought it would be ths best idea te com here. He, indeed, gave
ma the necessary affidavit, but ever sinca he never bothered to give
me a8 penny or halp in any other way-

"My father had served times in the different laber camps and in Huseia
and my mother did nol went te leave. They thought that first of all
father would dispese of their business and then thay might join me at
@ later date; howaver, thay did not suocead.”

D. Hespondent's amswer regarding whether er not Hungary has gained bacause

of the revolution was not te the point, She sald:"Hungary hms not geinad

but peepla back hame will msver agaln be willing te remain under slavery .

l;nrding to letters I am receiving {rom home, something ls smoldering undaﬂ?\
ashas."
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EXPECTAT JONS FHOM THE WEST DOAING THE REVOLUTION

A:, "This isn a very peinful topie, I'm afraid,because the Hongsrians

whe were listaning to the foreigm radie broadcasts get a great deal

of encoursgemant from them. They were always teld that Wastern help
weuld be ferthoaming. However, if you tried to think without prejudice,
I den't sse how they could expect this help becuuse this would have
meant world war, Everybedy was hoping, but I knew, however, that help
weuld not come. Then again, the UN sessicn that were tramsmitted through
the radio gave a grest desl of encouragemsnt in the begianing te
everybody-We, however, were pessimistic.”

Respondent did not swwootk ceme inte any contaot with any forelgners
betwean Octeber 23rd and the time of her sscaps.
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SOCIAL CIASS STRUCTUHE AND ATTITUDES

Respondent gave the Tellewing account ef har background, her fether's
ecoupation, ste.

"I cannot tell how much my lather made bafere end during the war,
mcaus. I was a smell girl at that time. AllL I knew im that they lived
well, dressed wall, and had elwmeya food enough to eat. Father had a
smallbueiness of his own which was wholesale hosiery en a charge
account. besis. This be did st our apartment. He did not hawe any
busirs sa premises. He must have made enough becauss my mother never
worked and we slways could afferd & two-week vacation mt Lake Balaton
in the summer. He wes drafted in labor camp betwesn 1944~.5 sesd somewhars
in Bungary and when the HSyssiane occupied Fungary, he just fellewed
the Husslans trocps and came home. Then he becames & sleaping partrer
in & peinees with a friend of his in tha textile industry. At that
time, we lived wery woll again. im These timea after the lLiberation
ware good, I attended school umtil 1949, and when I finished the 4th

grade of secondary scheoling, I went in and attended te leern te m:

a dressmaker. By 1950, the cempany ®are my father was a sleeping
partner was nationelized. Then, again, he started a new busirssa with
another friend of his, He broks up this pactpership 4n 1951, however,
&nd then was witheut o job for a year. This was the time when alae

my mother had te werk. We alse mostly lived en packages that we were
receiving frem the United States. Im 1952, father became = stock clerk
in a peper processing co-epsrative.”

HBegarding the education of parents, respondent diaclesed that her father
had fmm feur ysars of sscondary schooling and twe years of cemmercial
academy- Her mother had only four grades-

B. Hegarding the seolal classes that ers Fungary, respondent saids

"I bel isve that thers are twe classes in Hungary - ome is the working
class wherever they are - factory workers or working in the fields liks
the pessants. It's Just the same. Then there i= the white-collared
cless. This class consists of thw actors, sotressasn, paintars and
artiste, office employees, doctors, scientists - all kind of tanchers -
ste. "

Hegspondent polnted cut tlet under the Communist regime, it was not ae
eaay Le draw & line betwsen the c¢lasses becguse many of the old,
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intellectual class have been degradad te tha working class; on the
other hand, werkers, or amll goraftemen became managing directers

of big enterprisss becauss of baing & Farty member.

Rega ding contacts respondent had with t he different greups, she saidf
that shie hadthe oppertunity to be in touch with sllsertsef peeple during

the Communist regims, ard she mentionsd, for imstance, the janiter in
the heuse where she lived and his wifle, whe were abtselutely primitive
people of peasmot crigin but extremely decent and nice. Alse, in her
effice, respomient mantiomed, that shs met pseples ef very diffesrent
class backgrounds.

She was of the belive that despite the working class up te the revolution
ki dié not dare ssy very much ageins ¢ the Cemmunist regime because of
fear of lesing their jobs, neverthaless, they ware not happy at all.
Heither were the intellectuals who really felt worse. These people were
unables te receive jobe which were up to the lewel ef their gqualifications.
Since, during ths t rogime, pald resperdent, it wmas net

important how quaiifisd you wore - the most important thing was your
class background.

Respondent belleved herself teo belong te ths wrking class.

C: Hagerding how an individual might stwvance himeelf in Comrunist
Bungary, respendemt was ef the epinion that the class erigin is the most
impertant facter, ard then comss ths Communist visws, and cnly last
talent.

As to changes in secial mobility, respondent was ef the epinion that
only in the [irst ome or two yearsof the Communist regime in Mungary
was class srigin dlsregarded when applylng for a job.

As te what kind of an individual ocould get shead in Copmuniet Hungary,
teapondent was of the opinion that he must be 2 politlosl turn-ceat who
can preach snd advecate the Communist doctrime = the ferther the bettar.
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D. Wien asked whether thére are goups in Bongary that get mors out
ef the socisty than they deserve, responderit suid: "Certainly there
were, and these were the Party members, and 99% ef thsse, whe wars
anjoying aiways privileges sthers did not.
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FAMILY LIFE UNDE& COMAUNISH

A. In reference teo family 1ife in Hungary during the last ten years,
respendent said:

"Family 1ife in Bungary has undergone a great change, sspeclally re¢ arding
the material side of 1t, which, of ceurse, influenced greatly their
spiritoal side. We have experience this in our ewn family. Hadn't we
received help from sutside, I'm sure we ceuldn't have made twe ends mest.

"I balieve that eur family belenged te the third type which was not
influsnced much by the Cemmunist regime, and our family 1ife went on an
bafore™®

(This is s contradiction te what she has said just a coupls of minutes
befors )

Respordent could not tell which kind ef typical Hungarian family comes
clesest te the different déscriptions, however she ventured the opinion
that the sverage Hungarian family weuld lead a family 1life very much 2=
before the Communist regime.

Eegarding aste how children wers brought up durlng the last ten years,
reapendent aai d:

"l have seenm 1t that in many famillan, where,after the libaratien, the

kids started school &and were grestly indectrimated in the begiming.
Nevertheless, when thay cams homs 2nd talked with their parents they

soon found out that thay were teld quite different things at schodl than
the ideas thelr parents are advecating. Un the whole, what I have seen,
children had bad menners &ne were diarespectful te their elders since

the Communist regims, Unfortumately,¥ 908 of the kids gt home have lest
their home and their family life., The children are trying te f ind something
snd locking for somethirg. Thoy don't evam imow what for, There i3 a sort
of imsecurity prevailing among the younger geperation nowadays in Rungary.
However, on tha whole, 1 telisve that only 2 very small percentage of the
children have turnsd against the parents and acceptad the Ccamunist doctrinel
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"I bel ave that the femilies eof the intellectusls were most affected in
this way. As I said befers, in ocur omn family, there was very little
change. As to familise whe wers sble te hold en te the old ways, there
certainly were some but only a very few. This ceuld happen enly in
familiesa whare the hesd of ths family had a good income. I have known of
a muple of Party bigmigs whe, for lnstance, were atie te afford a
governness te leok after their childrenf

B, About courtship amd marrliage, raspondent had the following inforpation:
"I couldn't ssy that there was any ceurtship in the big sense in Hungary
going on nowadays. Ihe young boys trsated the girls more er less in the
same sanner az they would & prestitute. Thay were wvery rude -~ discourtaous
A few young boys had good manmersand were really nice. 90F of the
marriages was bad bsceuse I belisve that the advocation of free and the
sase righte for msn and women did a grest harm, and the different youth
camps , they lsarned to be very off-handish, very casual about the women.
They did not respect them amymore. Alae, in the offices, peopls ware

xxxx w rking together and talking liberties. The extremely bad living
setandard also was a cause of & great many broken—up marriages. Also,

the ex@gger ted working tempc - peorls were that tired when they returned
home in the evening and last, but not least, Lhere was the housing
shortage which cauvsed te brexkup maoy marrieges.®

As te prostitution under Communism, respondent did not know how this
steod. Meither could she tell whether or net the semual morality of the
sxnicryoaudenexllx  convinced Communist was diflerent than the sverags

Bungarian,

C: When zasked what would happem to her friendahip if a good frisnd she
had before 1548 has joined the Communist Farty, respondent saids

"It would depend entirely on what her reasons were for joining tha Farty.
But even if I kpew that 1t was fer material gains, I would be rather
cautious with her in my future relatiomship; however, all thie is
hypothetical bacause I had no frisnde who later on joinsd the Party.

D: On juvanile del inquency, respendent said:"Whils I was at homs, I

did not hear much about juvenils delinquency, btecause the gevernment didn't
publishize this., However, it was common knewledge that juvenile dslincuency
has ircreased under the Communist reglme, and no wonder, children grow

up witheut the supervision of thelr parents.”
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Regarding the "hooligans™, respendsnt thought that these coma frem
all socisl classes; are in the age group between 10 and 25, but

she alse was of the spinion that the majerity of the hoollgans comes
from she uncultured families, as she putl it.

As te tlm Jampec, she gaid that these are boys mestly in their teens
who triad te imitate the American way of dresssing and dancing. They
are just stupid,littles apas, as she said.
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VIL. RELIGION

AoRespont war of the beliaf that ss a rule religion does play a great
part in Hungarian life. Heowever, she pointed out Lhat in the last two
years to attend religlous services at churches.

According to respondent all religions were equally hard hit by
Cemmunism. ilors so, since all religious instructions were prohibited
And 1t WBE sessscss.fOor the Conmuisist rlg:lll! which ﬂligiﬂu-l F‘ml.
&re confessing. When asied whethsr she thought that religion wus &
bulwark .against Communism in Hungary, she said that "I do mot belisve
because religion 1s something spiritual and has nothing to do with
Commnism, to my mind. Beaides, I think that peeple were too scared in
Hungary so ee to profess openly and stand up agalnst Communisa.

B, ®hen asked what part religion plays in hor own 1ife, respondent saids:
" As far as I'm comcerned, I keep my religious holidays and I pray. I

do not attend any temples here because T don't have the time and am
workding, but at home, in Hungary, upen request of my rerents, I always
attanded the Friday services in the Symagog. I believe in Uod and
therefore I wes never disoppointed; however, I want to point out bagette.
My parents are more religious than myself, but I think this has te not
oply with the political situation at homs, but alse because young

people an a rule are less religious than their elders. I beliesve myself
abouta s religious as the average person in Hungary ias.”

C. Regarding the relation between church and state, respondent held the
fellewing view:

"1 believe that churches should be completely indepsndent from the state.
They ought to co-pperate but they ought to have equsl rights,

As to the role of churches in education, I consider this a very
impartant one. A the time when I still attended school, we had religlous
instruction at school. To may mind, it 13 very important that children
should get a religious e ducation. I alao think thet it is somstimes
quite desirable that churches have a word to say in setting maral codes
and standards nnd exsrcise censorship over movies, playe and booka.

"l also believe that ik the churches should lmve a werd to say in the
government becauss we have sson to what it has led that the churches are
excluded [rom the life of the state. Feoole have bacoma snimals instead of
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human beings ever since the churches were excludad from politics.®
D. The Jewish Uinority:

Regarding whether or not the Jewish religion has alse been hurt by
Communiem, respundent said:

The Jewish religlon was not burt by Communism. It was hurt only by
anti-Semitism, After all, mostly all of the membsrs of the government
were Jeawas,"

(Reapondent apmerently meant the Jewish people and not the religion
when giving the above anawer)

Whan asiesd whothar the ﬂmninmrrﬂ‘gaatad the Jews in Hungsry, then
she salds (And I belisve this should have been ths answer to the Jswiah
religion, as a mtter of fact)

"The Communists were gainst all religion. Te my belief, to the same
extent."

Hegurding the attitudes of Jewn toward Communism in Bungary, she saids:
"The Jewry in Hungary was expecting the leninist Communist and I'm sure
that had resl Communism been enforced in Hungary, everything would have
boen different. Communism as precticed in Hungary at presant is not
Communism~- it is sheer barbarism.”

"Ip the very beginning, as a matter of fact fer tha first three years
after ths liberation, we thought that Hungary will bscome a little
Faradise and living standards will jmporva. In fact we used te say that
it would become just like in America. Howgver, the situation changed
very € oon. dver sipee the Social Bemocratic Party was foroibly mergsc
with the Communist Par ty and became what is callad the Worker's Farty
the t me face of Communism becama apparent.

"0f course, many Jews jolned the Communist Party bacause they were afriad
af losing their jobs; also, they did pot kmow what the future will be.
Many of them since have regretted having become 2 Communist Party member
but we couldn't get eut eof it amymerv. They resented very much the

high pParty fees, and contributions, they had o make. They were always
soms collcotions made for Kores, Chime, ete.
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When asked about the attitude of the Jews during the revolution, she
said:

"Somatimes we were rather afraid that if the Russlans will lsave
Hungary, anti-Semitism will start again. Howsvar, I would 1like te point
out that during the revolution there was no anti-Semetism. I de not
blame the Hungsrims for being anti-Semetics, bocause after all, the
members of the govermnment am alse chiefl top wigs of the AVH, and
people whe were sst in the best mid jobs were Jews, indeed, and
therefere, the Jewish pesle had to taks the blams."

When asked whethar or not that the Jews do not want an independent

H ngary."This is not true, because the Hungarian Jews would not mind
an independent Hungary. After all, in an insdependent country, and after
free slectioms I do not see that we would have any resson te fear anti-
Semetism in Hungary."

Ae to whether or not, tha Jewn were part of the fighting and demonstrations,
respondsnt said that from hearsay they t ook mrt in both,



THE HUNGARIAN YOUTH

i
As Te respondent’s mind, the e xpresaion'Hungarian youth includes
young peeple between 14 and 30 yeara of & ge.

B, Respondent thacught that it was, indeed, the Hungarian youth who
played the lasding mrt in the revolution, Whan asked they did act

28 they did, and why the young paeple teok the laad rather than ths

eld psople, she sald:

"After 2ll, the young people had mors courags, and were more dissatlafied.
From their sleders they have heard stories that life before Cosmunism

was i fferemt than now, Alge, sems of the young peepls who had the chance
te go sbread told slso what they have seen. Toung people were diasatisfied
with the living standard we had to live under in the Communist regime.
Also, I believe that the clder generation waas mentally and physically
tired.

"Durding the rewolution, the elder people admired the younger ones because
they were hoping that the younger generstion would fulfill their dreams.

"Nhat the young peonle thought of the oldar generaticn, I really cannot
tell, since I haven't taken part in the demonstrations nor in the fighting.™

Co Regarding the aducational system in Hongsry during the last ten ysars, |
respordent could give the followlng informatlon.

nThe standard of the school education was extremsly geod. The teachers
who were mostly of the old schocl were very cempetent and enti-Communist.
I sttended the public school of the Fth District in the Dohamy Uteca im
(This distriot and thin etreet was mostly Inhabited by the Jaws in
Budapset. [t washers that they hed the main synagog alse). My geopraphy
tescher, for instance, was the sister of the famous Hela Iles. iy
aister for Hungarian litersture wes hersdlf an anthor. At that time, whan
I started to go to mhoel, we were still allewed teo cheose which forelgn
language we wanted, and gt that time Hussiarwas compulsory yet."

D. Regarding the reactlon of youth te Communlst indecirimation, reapondent
anids

"Firpt of all, in the very beggnning, they didn't aven know what Communism
is, ard what for the different youth organisations are estebllished. After
@ couple of years, howawer, about half ef the youngsters have left these
youthy movements becayse the younp peopla have very soon found out that
Communism has very littla to offer thom.
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MAJOR DISSATISFACTIONS AS FELT IN EVERYSDAY LITE

A."The axtremely lew livirg standard caused great dissatisfaction in
our every-day life. We couldn’t earn enough money 26 as te live aswe
would liks tes TYou could eat, or you could dress, but both things wers
impessibls at the same time."

B. "Apart from big political things, we were mostly amnoyed in svery-day
life by the lies they were feeding us; things 'hat thay didn't aven
belisve thamselv: Thare were always contradictions inwry newepaper and
in every decrese as isaued by the Commmist regime."




75-F
HLR 1/ 19

THE ECONQUIC LIPE

A. Regarding the standard of living, respondent disclesed:

"All of our requirements were toned down ss much as poosibls, becauss
we knew that we could notechisve to live as we would have liked. Food
was little and expencive. Hegarding clothing; I said wo bought food,

or bought clothing. We, persomally wers graatly helped by the packages
we received from the United States. Howsing was no probtlem for us
because wa lived in cur old apartment and were lucky thet it badn't beasn
bumped out during the siege; alse, it was a comirollad rent apartment.
Me had two roome and ths three of us lived only there.

"I conaideredyxmx travel er a wacation tha greatsst luwury while I was
in Hungary, er fer instamcae to have three dresses, or two pairs of mow
shpes, instead of one - alse the se-cslldd delicatessens were far beyond
our wﬂtn

"Of tha above three, food ckx caused us the greatest difficulty.

"Our living standard was quite bsarabtle in 1945 and '4b, and sver since
then it has pgoms done conalderably.

"Among families whom I knew and who lived much better then the averags, !
wore mostly the merchants who had saved of thelir stocks which they could

sell little by little, snd peopla alse who recelved mckages from the US,

and last but not least, 2ll the Farty big shots lived always extremsly well.

"The extremsly lew standard of living in Hungary during the laat B yoars

4x can only be put at the doorstop of the govermment, because the country 1
was o conomical 1y exploited, and every preduct - food or merchandise was

wxparted and = nafactured for expart and sent eut ebroad, meinly to the

Sovist Unlon."

B. Respondent’s income in 1956 was 450-500 forinthe per month. She had

to work under the norm system. She did moetly machine embroidery.
Daductions were as follews: they had to pay peaca loan, which, however
was abolished in a certalp part of '56; then t here was thetrade union feej
shs couldn't emember whether it 1 1/2 or 2 %, and then there was 4F
childleas tax, and 3% retirement tax, and also something which she

could net remember for pick insurance.
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Bespondant did not have any premium extra~pay or wage incresse during
the lest yesr. Only father worksd in tha family to supplament the
family incoms; mother was alling. dhe did not work.

C. Regarding price and quality of goods ons could buy in Hungary,
respondant said that they always bought &t the stats steres as the

free market was much teo arxpensive, evan though the guality of the

goods was bettar - mather 1t was fresher, regarding fruit, vegetablas,
ote. The difference in prices was quitegrest. Cne egg was sre forinth

90, to ths State ators, while it was two-twanty &t the open market.

She slsc said that befere the Jewish holidaym, prices of several feodstuffls
always went up, such 2= goose and ald......fer instanoe. Theres was always
a chauge in the prices of sugar, fleur, butter, lard, etc. It alwmys
dapanded whether or not foodstuflfs meant for the export could be shipped -
befereosoeindy 17 for some reasen thoy were held back, or sent back

to Hungary then theas goods were thrown on the market.

Regarding clething, respondent disclosad that textile matarials manufactured
for domestic censumption were sold at the s tate stores; the quality vas
pretty bad there, and therefore, the family mostly uned the dresces

they were receiving from bbroad in paclkages.

Sepetimes if merchandise was rejectad for export, then these materials
or gnds, conld be bought &t the state stores and thense ware, of courss,
of superior quality.

Hetall distribution, according to respondent, was veryimd, sporadic, and
mismeneged in Hungary.

The retail distributlon of feodstuffs, for instance, changed in every
district, There was alse & great shortage in standard spsre parts which
wore very difficult te get. She said that ususlly if you want to have

a spare part you had to have it made, becausea it was simply unobtainable.

As to which commodities were especially short in supply, respondent said:
"For imtancs, we nsarly rever saw oranges, lemons or sll kind of what we
call delicetessen. Then there was a shortage orce in tollet paper; then
glase for windows, lerosene, etc.”




15-¥
HLR x/2

Regarding the black markst, respondent was of the opinion that this
flourished only betweean 1949 and '52. Later en, it somshew stepped
more or less in the foodstuffs btut it was still flourishing in
foreign currency, gold znd matches. Funishment wes pretty siiff for
black merketteosring and peopls usuwally got & couple of yesars prison
for it. Alse if peopls xxshecckmecoraxicx stered teo much foods, they
vere punished fer huarding.

D. Respendent describsd the working conditiom urdsr which she had te
work, as follows:

"My werking hours conslsted of - gtarting at 8 o'clock a.m. apd lasted
until 4:30 pems A8 a rule, I worked 51 houra a week. This was at the
ptate ertarprise vhers I wos employed as 2 seamstress. It tock me about
45 mimite= by streetour to get to my jobe.

"] received this particular job through peracpel comnections of an
acter I lmew, and this nctor hed some personsl cempections to the mapager
ef the plant.

e

"My relatiore with my ce-workers wore &lse very cordial. All social
classes ware rapresented among us. All the girls were traimed thars in
the plant, and so they were pretty competent in the kind of job they had
te deo. Ve woriemd under Lthe norm system and had electric sewing machines.

"My relationa with @y superiors, on the other hand, wes the worst posaidble.
The plant when it was natlionel ized was managed bby & former upholaterar
apprentica who couldn't even writs his nems rwoperly. However, he wee

a gember of the Party, of course. He was extremsly ruds with everybedy,
and had a bore te pick with everyome. The ssotion mapager was very a
decent personhowevar, he, teo, was & membar of thas Farty. Her husbard

was the plant manager of another stata sntarpriss.

"I was not satisfled with my job, because we were conztantly being

pested with politieal indoctrimation alse. I had especially some quarrels
to pick with the Farty necretary because I refused to atiend soms

trade union meetings. Howsver, It s heppenad thet whensver there was

& so-called production conference, we were lept there after hours, and
even the dors of the plant ware locksd so nobedy could pe home. It
happenad that often the meeting lasted until one o'clock. My parcnts
were, of course, vary anxioug gs te what had haprened to m@ on those daya.
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We wore very poorly reid and the whole plant was dirty and
unsanitary. Ee never received any praiss bscause the policy was that
we ehould not be prajsed or else we would get conceited."

Regarding the Hungarian vacatiom program, only peopls who weras

selectad by the mnagemant could go for a twelve—day wacation. The
selection then slso depanded upon the trade union. Here too, it

helpad 1f you had conmetions. Thare ware soms of the workers who

want every yoar for a vacation. “thsrs, who never could bs recommended.
The mumbar of people that could ge sway was extramsly low. The people
who made it were taken to lowely spas or health resorts. Just te give
Jyou &n example, in our factery there were six hundred workers and only
35, or 40 wers sent away under the vachtion program in s yeor. Of
course it wan very favorable on your budget to be sent under the vacatlon
program because you recsived 508 deduction on the transportation fess,
and yoi maid also, as far as I remember, about 100 forinths for twe
weekn, and dally three meals. Of course, you mever ware aloms in tha
room. Several peopls were assigned te one room.

"The hezlth program, on the other hand, was comparatively far the beat.
Under this health mrogram, you received fres medical treatment, free
Burgery, @nd even you had to psy only a small part of the expanses for
modicines. Howaver, unfortunately, the doctors had to work on the
production lina, and tharefore could devote very llitle of thair tize
to the individual patient. OUn the whole, I can say that it was mmch
better than what I have seep hare bacause st prasent I coold not aflord
to becoma siclk hare.

"The mensions vere extr mely low. In fact so low thst it was impossihle
for anyore to live on the pension only."

E: As to whers respondent would have prefarred to live while in
Hyngary -~ in the country or in the City, she most emphatically said that
she would prefer 1ife in the city, because she was born there and had
gromn up thera. Yn the whole, she was of the opinion that ¢ untry life
is distasteful to har, According to respopdent, the diet was rmuch better
in the country for the ¢ griculturel work:s; on the other hand, the
gEeseral standard of living, in her oninion, was sbout the same all over
the country. Folitically everyona bad an sasier time in the big cities
because you could get lost there and nobody - rather not o vervhody lmem
you like in & small tomn ar & village.

When collectiviza-lons was first indtreduced in Mungery, respomdent said:
"le knew what's going to hapren, becauss we have seen the Hus:ian sxample.
We also knew that collectivization was in 51l the agricul tural programs
80 a5 W export Lham tot hs Soviet Union. In my opinion, all m;did
peasan
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——
did object te collattivization aqually. I have heard that after
the revalution, several collectives were disselved, The reason is
vary simple because the Hungarian pessant doesn't like to work for
the stata.
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THE FOLITICAL LIFE

A; Maving been too young in 1948, respendent cculd net give any
opinion on the politicel 1ife st that time. Nor did she have any
epinicn sbout the Communist Party befors 194B.

e believed them
Bessssvsssniaa.inthe beginning, but later on when they found out that
everything was just lies it wns mmch too late.

I have known asveral Communist Party members .«seeseass.80 to say. She
was, of course, a veary big Communist. [ found cut thet befeenchor:
formerly she became n Communist becouse she wanted tos ave her skin.

When asked what ghould te done with the top Hungarian Communists when
Boangery 1s independent she said:" I would exterminate them sll1.7
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C. Raspendent did not hear of amy opposition to the Communist
govermment before the revelution. Unly mmm in ens instance did she
hear that there was something brewing at the Csepel Island among
the worksrs teok part. What it was she didn't know. Up until the
Hangarimm revelutien, sverybedy was much too scaresd to deo emyrthing,
sh a said.

Regarding the activitiss of the intellectuals, respondent said:

"Yes, I have heard about the setivitiss of the intellectuals. The
writers who sven under the Comnunist oppression during the last ysars
tried to write and express their opinien, and dgring the revolution
they came out inte the open.

"I have heard, for instance, that a couple of months before the revolution
that the actors in the music halls ridiculed ths regime."

However, regarding the Pstefi Cirecls, respondent didn't know anything
about it.

®hen asked why, in her opinion, the intellsctuals stood up against the
reginme, she said:"Frobably as everybody else, they manted fresdom."
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THE APPARATUS OQF FUOREL

A. When asked to glve her eopinen about the AVH, respondent eald:

"These peeple were bought by money and they did everything for money.

They ware the snemics of the mp population. Everything they cared for

wore thelr high sslariss, and they were willing te do tha greatest
atrecities for money. ] have hsard from friends that during the revslution,
the freedom fighters have found in the AVH cellars, peeple who hava been
imprisenad ten or twelve years asgw."

When asked whother her family or friends had had any persomal experisnce
with AVH er were ln prisen, she paid:

"Yes, wy uncle was lockad up for aixteen months becauss he was black
marketesaring in S dellars. Further more, I myself, spent & day and a
helf at the police of Deak Square. I went te get some potatoas from my
uncls , one day, and then I happenad to arrive st his place whan the
economic police were searching his spartment, so the detectivem took

me aleng and inmtarregated mo about what I knew of my uncle's usiness.

1 wes not ill-trested. They only asked me questions referring to my
uncle 's activities,”

Respondent did not know of any AVH men who wanted te leave the force
ar who suffared remorse.

Bhen askad what should be dops with tha AVH vhen Hungary is indapendent,
respondant said:

"T would extarmimate them just as all the Communist Farty members. Thay
are not human belinges any more, only animala."

When asksd about her attitude mgarding the regulsr police as commared
with the AVH, repsondent saidi

"T was told that the regolar police was quite differenct {ram the AVH.
They wore apainat the Communista. So muoh so, that in the last days of
the revolution, the AVH pesopls donned *he ragular police unifernm
becaus> they know they were safe if they wore the regular policemsn's
uniform.

B. Hespondent could not tell anythings bent the Hungarian courts; or
how they functioned before 1945, neither did she know anything about
the Peonle's Courts kxf betwesn 1945-47.

D. Ragarding whetber or not, Hungarian feslings about the Rusalan Army
are duoe to events of 1848, respoment said:
"This has nothing to do with thoss tinss. The unpepularity of the
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Russian troops was only due to the fact that they wanted to subjugate |
Hongary and the satellite netions.” |

"Before the Husrians came inte Hungary, in 1945, we wer: expscting
freedom. At that time, my fiwxkx fewily and myself wers in the OChette
in Budapest and whea {:I.hnrnt.id by the Hussiana in nick of tima.
At that time, we were nol a ware ms to what wee geing to happen te us
under the Mussian occupation. The Bussians behaved like barbarians;
they were stealing, raping. Altogether, thay are an uncultured, barbaric
hordas, I always felt very badly toward the Hussian Army because due
to them, and due to their occupation, 1 never had anything out of my
1life since I was a small child, and even though I was the only child
in the family, my “ather and mysclf had to work hard se as to make both
ends meat, "

and
Regarding the Hussian soldiers and officers alse, their beshaviour during
the vccumation, respondent had no dirsct contact with theam and could not
give any information. She only s=id that the sixth district wes mostly
inhabited by the Russian officers and their familisa. They had their
orn shops and lived quite seperatsly; there was no fraternization
betweon the Husslan families and the Hungarian ores. Howewer, everybody
knem that the Mgspian families were very raluctant to leave Hungary
bocause they lived far better than teck home in Ruassiay.

Hespondent could alse not tell anything about the behaviour of the
Russian soldiersduring the revoluticn. Only after the 4th of November,
she said that these forces were lMongolisn snd barbaric soldiers.
Reapondent repeated that during the revolution she very seldom left
the house, and din't oare wery much what was going on in the s treets,
She was very aloof about this guestion, altogether.

E; Whether or not people in the local goverment were willing to farget
the rules; respondent eaid:

"“es, you could find a few people. These were the old civil servants who
rere laft in their jobs. However, they did not dare to ¢ o very much.

F. As to pulling ropes and getting around some of the regulstions under
the Communist ragime, respondent sald:

"It was done, and espacially in the housing office where you could
nearly bribe everyons. /lso, in the labor officen. Even in the courts.
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With the AVH, it was more difficult. Here you had te have some private
bereas to pull, if you wanted to achieve something. I alse have heard
that the police was accepting briboes, toe. However, mostly peopls used
their private conmcotlions in order to get ahsad under the Communist
regime, but sometimes morey was 8 great help, too., If paople were caught
accepting bribss, then beth parites were punished. Usually, the penalty
was wamtly put in prison.

G, Haspendent could pot tell anmything about the competence about
various groups and naeple who held pover in Cemmmuniat Hungary.
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ASSESSVENT OF FUTURS PROEPACTS FOR HUNOGARY

A, When asled to give her ldeas what she thinks will prebably happea
in Hungary in the futurs, respondent said:

"This is something that nobody can tell. I'm sure that evan the big
political bigshote who ars unable te ferscast the events in Fungary.
You never imow what's goi'g te happen there. Just as nobody expected
the revolution to treak out, maybs something will happen.Nithin Hungary
I am sure there is still going on a presive resisiance. Hegarding tha
Rusaian polioy, I do not belleve that this will be more lenient. After
all, the Russiaps are out for world power.

"Hegardirg my hopes and wishes for Hungary, a govarnment like in
Austria would be the idesl sclution. Complete peutrality, of course,
On the other hand, I do npot pee that the Waost would de snything for
Rungary. After all, ths Amsricans apd the the other free countries will
not ge to war for such & smsll country like Bungary. Alze, I d9 not sse

any possibility of the UN deing something for Hungary."

B. Regarding how respeondent and her family thought about the prospects
for Hungary during the last eight or ten ysars, she said:

"After the litsration in 1945, we were comvirced that within two or thrae
years, everything would bs changed and Hungary's prospects will be very
bright. Since 1946, however, gradually the situstion deterlorated apd

we had no hopas fer a changs. Somshow we got resligned te the lnevitatle.
Also, when we saw that the race fer ths atomic weapone was geing on in
foll speed, we did not belisve that & change could come aboul because

we thought the Hussians te be too streng. Shortly before the rewelution
however, in 1956 when the newspspers ctarted te write more freely and
peopls mere more ocutspoken we thought that some changes would be ferthcomin.
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SOCIAL, POLITICAL AND £CONGEIC IDEOLOGY

A, Hespendent wanted an independont Hungery to te lilke Austria - a true
democracy whare everyona is enjoyiog the rights of human freedoms.

B, Regarding dealired sconcmic system and e mphases, respondent s aid:

"I balisve that Hungsry should put equel emphases on agriculture and

on industry tecause on industry especially bescause the exports are very
important for the ceuntry..em agrioulture also becaunss Hungary can éxport
8 great deal of foodstuffe and this is 1s good for Hungary's ecenomy.

1 bolieve alee that the heavy and light industries should be equally
doveloped in Hungary. However, thers is wore sanse in developing light
industry. The heavy industry has been booated only during the war in
Hungery. "

Hegarding which mroduct in pa tloular should be emphasised, respondent
was at a logns She said thatthis is a very difficult question to answer.
However, she was of the opinion that the sbisserfiodosinsieimodsomoe
products of the handl-craft industries were known sabroad and had a very
good mriket.

If the Communist regims were overthrown "I believe that the state
emterprises should be dissclved mestly, and returmd to ths privats
enmers. I would slse dissolve all kekhozes and state farms. ™

Regerding what role the govemmment should play in the Smmooristoogrriam
economic system of an independent Bungary, respondent sald:

"I think that it wouldts a good ides to keep the mimes, for instance,
and the power works,iransportations and srmament works in the hands of
the state. However, under a different sanagesont and different systenm.
I aleo telieve that the governsent should set & maximum limit to the
amount of land one parson mey own} howsver, I do not know what this
limit should ba."

As te which kind of govemment, respondsnt would like 4o ses in an
independent Hungary, she chose the one which gnerantees the personal
freedom of the individval, and she said:"The moment you are free to do,
and free to work, there can be no troutle in gatting & jeb, slso."
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Regarding the outlawing of the Coumunist Party; respondent said:
®] advocate the outlawing of the Communist Party because as leng
as they are allowed te ba active they will never keep quist. I alaso
advocate far the same reas the outlawing of all fallow-traveling
erganizations becauss every Communist activity must be killed at the

very beglnning."

C. As to what kind of intermaticnalpesition respondent would desire
for an irdependent Fungary, she said: "Ideally, I would cheooee the
neutrality like Austris's bacause the two other solutions - natlomal
communism er slliance with the West are not the i1deel solutions,”

Hespordent dld not see any kind of relations with ths Seviet Unlom
and only cultural and scenomic relations with the rest of ooy
Fast Huropoan states. Hewever, with the West of Burope snd the US
she wanted to see miliatry, economic and cultural relations.

Respordent never heard, nor thought of the pegsibility of a federation
tetween the Nublan states.

Regarding Mungary's present boundaries, respondent dld not find them
acceptable at =1l beceuse, as she said, altar all, tha country has been
dismesbered arnd waa not & whole geographical unit. She thought that

an @ xchangs of the populetion would be s solution, but on second thought
ghe was of the opinion that a Ruk Plebescite would be the ideal solution.
The fate of the Hungarian minorities living owtelde Hungary, the thoughi
to be an important one. She said:

"Even though I am not & patriot, andneverthelsess I believe that everybedy
mast be sorry for them as human beings,"
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THE FOHMATION (F FUELIC OFINION

A. Perdmemxkimex Hespondent did not lmom of Khrushohev's spsech te the
20th Farty Congress. She did not know about Semater Melerthy, the
en-American activities committee, & bout Feron either. Hegarding Rakesl'
private 1ifs, she ssid that the only thing she knew about him was that
ghe was told that the wife of his was & apy planted on him; alse, that
he was guarded by heavy security police guarde at his mountain villa
where che lived. Hespordent siad that altogether the private life of
Hakosi and ether Communist top peeple ware just not discussed in the
public, in the newspapers, stc.

B. Regarding from what sources respendsmt drew most of her informetion,
in the lant ten ysars, she said:

"He drew our information mostly from the foreign redio broadoasts, and
these were the most important to us. We listepedio RFi, VOA, the frwem
French radio, the BEC, and alse to the naws from Viemas."

C."0f course, we always raceived word by word-of-mouth, &nd this news
wag mostly political, snd we received them frem peopls who were friends
of ours, or good acquaintances. Of course, it was impossible to control
whether or not this news was reliable but I'm sure that psople did add
g lot to the news when they were handing it dewn te other pecple, ao
it couldn't have been very reliable. "

D+ Hegarding respondent 's reading hablts, she disclosed that before and
during the wer, she mostly read the Opal Ujsag, and the Zstl Xurir.

Besides thet she sometires read a magavine referring to moviss and theatre,
As to books, she said she mostly read Frenmch and Enplish,alse Uerman boois
in Hungarien translation. She mentionad Alexander Dumes, Stephen Zweig, then
Cronin, Wells,and alse Hemarque.

She pointed out that in the lest or ten ysurs, she read wery littles; she
resd moeatly @ magazine of Life and Science. Otherwise, as she put it,
any literature or newspaper you coild buy in the last years were not
worth the money.
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EVENTS OUTSIDE HUNCGARY

As Hegarding the changes inpide Russia, respondent said:

"Changes in Hussia can only come sbout if the government is going

to bec hanged because the Russiin pecple are oppressed by the Soviet
government and they do not dara te stand up agsinst this oppressiom.
Alse more than & gemeration has grown up under the Communiat regime, se
I believe that only & ; radual change could bek bring abeut a difference
in the pelitical situstion er in Bussia.

n

I believe that the hussian people have about the same feslings about
Communism &8s we have, anc that if free elections were held in Russis,
I's sure that the resplte would be & democratie government.

"In my opinion, the top leaders of Hussia have ome cellective aim and
this ia world Communism. Their prikats motives are enly to remain on
the top as long as pessible, The Hungerian Communists are complately
under the influence of the Huseisan ones andobey them imolicityy.

B, Regarding the relative popularity in Hungary of the other natione

in Hastern Hurops, respondent graded them as follows: Mest popular was
Csecheslevakia, because as respondent said, peopls traveled quite often
to Crecholslevakias snd krew the country; alse, thsy hold the Cgzecho
industry which wes highly developed in greet reepect; also, people whe
visited Czecholalevakia could purchase many goods that were unobtainsble

in Hungery.

Second in popularity was sastern Germany, mostly becsuse, as respondent
paid, people could go over to ths West more saeily from there.

Next, was Yugoslavia becsuse somehow respected Tito for having bteen sble
to break off from Sovliet Hussim.

Then came Foland because according te respondepnt Peland was instrumental
in the starting of the Hungorian reveolution slso. Respondent put Homedia
last on the popularity llat. She did not kmow anything about how much
popular Bul;aria was bocause as she said nobody knew anything about
Bﬂl?rhu

When sskad what ahe thinks if free @lactions were held in these countries,
respondent baliewvad that all the above mentioned countrizs would denounce
Communisam.
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Regarding the living standard of the dastern Luropsan countries,
respondent put Cgechoslovakia on the ton of the list. She said bhat
she had no idsa abowt the Ssst Osrman living standard and alse nothing
about Poland, Bulgaria ar Homanis,

G, Hegardirg the Polish situation, respondemnt was of the opinion that
Gomulka, too, is only & pup-et, and despite the fact that some changea
did occur in Poland, as far as fespondent wes informed, the situation
in Poland 1s turning teo the worse again,

Begarding Gomulka's policy, respondent szid:

"I do not telisve that hie policy will bring about great changesa. In
the wim beginning it looked as 1If hfis policy would wmean renl change,
but I de not believe that in the long run it will be one."

"For the same reason, | cannot say what the outlook for Poland ia, and
1'm sure that Comulka doesn't know it himself, either. He might be fired
by the Russians any momant."

Thether or not, in respondent's opinion, events in Foland have affactad
the events in Hungsry, respondent said!

"Wery much so.Cenerally, it was sald that the events in Foland gave an
initiative te the Hungerian revolution. However, I de not belsve that
events in Polard in anyway affected the evente in Humsgry during amd aftar
the Cctobar, 1956."

Hespondant had not heard any changes in freedom of exprassion in Poland
bafore Gomulika's rise in power. As to whether or not, she would have
preferred the Hungarian revelution to taks & part along Polish lines,
respondant said: "I would not have preferred the Pelish solution, becauss
this ie no solution whatsosver. It was not a fimel and dafinitive hbreak,
8o wmt pood ig it1"

D» Begardirg Tugoklavia respondent did not whether or nob T™to and
yugoslavia hsve been influential in Hsstern Lurope. She was of the visw
that Tito was not the originmator of national communism, because she said:
"This thing was was invented by the Hussians."
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flegarding hor general view on Tite and his policies, she said:
"ito really did not, or could not achieve what he wanted. He is
still too far under the Hussian influence.”

"As to matiomml communism, I beliewe that any kind of communism 1s
the same."

"I4to's relations with the other Zastern Luropegn pations is somethling
of mutusl mistrust, Hegardiog hiz relatiomship with the Hussians, this
is changing, and whenever it is in the ioterests of bis country, he muat
be vary careful with the Russians. His attitufle tomard the Viest is also
changing and alvaye a2ccording to the Hussian influsnce.”

Respondent did not hear amything of Tito's attitudes toward the Hungarian
revolution,

Regarding respondert 's atditude toward Tito-dsm, and in other satellite
nations, and toward Rajk for imstance, reapondent answered: Rajk was,
too, a émut; otherwise, I don't know anything about him."

I, raference to Tito's pooularity in Yugoslavis, respondent saidt
"As far gs I mow he is pretty pomular, bocause his aims sre fundamentally
good. He wants to help his country but only ha is too much under Russiazn

influapra.”

Ragarding intermal conditions in Tugoslavia, respondent said that ahe ha:
only heard rumours that there is great controversy raging between the
Communiet and the non-Communist elements within Yugoslavia. She didn't
know about the living standards, working conditions, ete-

E- When ssked about her opinion on the Suez situation, the imwesion of the
Sueg Cansl and the lsrseali invasion of Egypt, etr,, she said: "I have
heard about it and really I wasn't imterested in it at all."

“"Bowaver, I blame lsrseli for ths comstant fighting and bickering because
I do ot bteliowe that it is alwsys the Arab states shat are aggressive.

"l & npot bel ieve that wgypt hed the rightto nationalize the canal, because
after all, a canal like that in Suez is sp internatiomal waterway, and
should belong to all natione and ought to be used like a strest by everyons-
This was highly emggerated by Nzsser when he wanted to have the canal

for Sgypt enly.,
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"l do feel that events in Egypt have affected the develooments in
Hangary in the sotumn of RO56 because the United Nations was being
kept busy with the Suez problem which thegy thought o be mere important

than that of Hungary."

Fe Besnondent's opinion on Rest Usrmany were as follewa: "As far aa

I was infarmed the living standsrd in Western Oermany is very high.

Aleo, the working comiitiors -sslaries - are far thas best - =metimas

even better than heres in ths US. I als0 have heard that the purchase

value of the German monay has increased tremsndously. |

"I do not know how far ths Germans are dangeroue end would want to start |
apother war mt I think that it is not guits wise to re-erm them =a |
to such en extent as dmerica doen, because after all the Cermans have i
shown thelr real face in the met. I really do not know mgainst whom

they would want to start another wars I'm sure it will depend entirely |
on the pelitical situation at the time." -

Hegarding Yest Oerman military strength, I really do not know how
atrong it L8, btut I'm pretty sure that it must be - the mililary
strength kmet ba far above whagt other countries have, I do not know
how long the term of service is in the West Oermen army."

Whep gskmd to commars the Germany Army when ocouping Hungary with
the occupation of the Hussian army, respondent said:
"Both armies ars equally barberians. The facts heve proven 1%t."

"The Uerman army was [ar better disciplined, of course, because after

all this is 2 enltured nation. Both officerz and enlisted man wars equally
disciplined. In my opinion, thes most unpopular occupation force in
Rungary was Lhe Hussian one."

G.Respordent did not know vhat NHATO is and whakx why it has been set up.
She couldn't coupare it elther to the Warmaw pact.

Hespordent didn't know anytliing about the British lebor Farty either.

As to responiant's impressions a&s to the living etsnderde of warious
countries, she put them as follews: the highest was West Gormany,
follewed by sngland and Italy, Egypt snd Greacs snd thought thess wers
ef the same lavel. Seoviet Hussis she put lest.



75-¥
HLR Xvi/ 37

H  When asked what surprised her particularly about America during
her first few months here, resvondent said it was first of zll ths
traffic in the citiss - the wonderful higlways - the skyscrapers and
the autamation in the industry and the terrifiec distamcen.

Sha also Toand that people over here are very friendly, kind-hearted
and ready to halp . She also ssid that politically and geoponically
this country had no surprises for her because she was more or less
wvall=informad about it.

Regarding what she thought the US should do now for the people of
mations of Hastern Hurops, she said:

"There is onlv ore solution which fird a settlement of Zastern Europs
and this is war. However, I quite see that the West and the S is not
inclined to start another world war. Howevar, this will not deperd
on the %estern world, but on Hussia entirsly. TREEEXXEX If is quite
futile for ths US to carry on negotiations with the Soviet Union
becsuse they just don't care m dmmn about amy agreaments or treatiss.
But T Solieve that the US! polick from the point of view Sxmx of the
United States nation is quite good, because this is the only way

the US governmant can remain in power.'

"I do not think the US should give amy economic sid to tie salellite
nations because only the Sovist Union will benefit from it; and therefore,
T do not think 1t wiss to give any assistance to ths fastern European
governmeutes and te HRungary."

Hespondert 's & ttitude regarding thesbove has not changsd since she came
te this countty.

Respondent wss alse of the opinion that the US govermment should not
sxiommckade  recognize the prosent Hungarian govermment, and she also
would like to see diplomtio relaticns broksn off.

Respondent was of the opinion that psople ip Hungary would like to
ses more Western visitors becauss somehon 1n svery Vsatern parson they
see the symtol of freedom, and besides respondent was of the opinlon
that economically it would bemefit the country slso if the toxrists
#rgds is booning.
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She thought that mainly teurists would be very bemeficial for the
country. She theught that wvisitors would not necessarily be teld of
anything tefere going te Hungary because after all anybody who wante
te go to Hungary probatly gete soms infermstion befars hand. However,
she thought it would be wise teo warn them that even so they might be
forsign citiziens and there iz a danger in golng te Hungary.

Hespondent thought that preple at homs would tremendeusly like to receive
books and periodicale, however, in the present situalom she did not ses
how this gould be brought about. She wes alee of the opinion that it
would mean & danger to the psople at home, if it would be made publiec
that they had been in comection with tha pesple in the West.

Therefore the smigrants should not take part in thase
gotivities, such as sending books and visitors home. doocix

Regardirg the Harshall plen and the r eason for which the US launched it,
respondent said that aes far as she kkmowsthis wae 2 program mx to asaist
the satellite matioms .

She did not lnmow why Americes tecame involved in the Koresan war in 1950
But she voluntesred the opimion that probably it was because of the
gepreading of Communism 4in that hemisphere.

1. Begarding the sctivities of the UN, respondent had no positive idea.
She admitted howaver that diring the a utumn snd winter of "56, they

were hoping that the UN would send ocoupation troops to Hungary, She also
was of the opinion that she does not see any chances of an effective

UN action for Humgary in the f#xkmes forssesable future.
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ENRLEDGE OF AND ATTITUDES TORARD Sol.esCTED PERSONALITIES

A. When aslsd whether she could tell me who in her opinion is the
greatent living Hungarian, and why, respendent could not give me any
idea despite che did a great deal of thinking.

B. Regarding selected persoralitiss, about IMRE HAGY, she said,

"he is & man whe fundamptally thinks demooratiocally. Hs is an idﬂliﬂ-
Commnist and follows the Lemin line which is a differenct Communiss
than the a= which has been anforced in Hungary. He is a manm who could
be socepted as the head of the govermment for Hungiry as he has shown
it during the revelution.”

Of Cardinal Mindersnty, she held the view that he is & martyr of ths
Bungarian mation whe suffered persecution because hs s tuck to religion
and mtiom] belisfs and fought Communism persistently.

Regarding igazlo Balk, she said she mas teo young at the tire when his
trial came up and cannol give any eopimion.

of Haw aha uid:"l-h ia a mn 1:1' u:trumly tase chemmcter and he
] : . fxx is willing te

l-lll t-hu muntrjr in uﬂi-ur tn sava himualf:

Of Jepos Epdar she said that this man is & prophet who was unwilling
x.p.u up hiz carear and therefore has gone so far in complying with the
aians.

Of Geperal Bels Kiraly, respondent hasn't heard anything,

Regarding Mies Esthly, she said that et home in Hungary she was highly
respected, however peopls were of the opinion that at presant nebody 1s
quite clear what she is going to de, end miy she 18 acting ao she ia.

When asked about her opinen regarding Prsaldont Eisephowar, respondsmt
said:” I am not gquite clsar to which e xtent President Eisenhower is abla
to influence the activities of ths government, and the country.”

Regarding Secretary -Oeperal Hamgarskjold, respondet was ofthe opinien that
he did everything he cmld in Hungary's interest. As she said that she has
heard s wemted to come to Hungsry as an observer but waa not allowed to do
#e by the Hussiams.

Hespondent did not know a thing about Secretary Dulles, &dem and Truwmn.
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Hegarding the list eof selected personalitiea as #n mection XVI1I,
the reactions were as foellowa:

MIKOYAN. ‘*™§ho is hal®

REHRU - "1l don't know anything about him"

OENERALISSIMO CHIANG KAI SHEK. "Seither about thi= oms."

Regarding Farepc Magy, she saidi "He 1ives here in America and he

wan the one who set up the maw Hungaclan govermment. Wea zlso heard that
he wanted te ctme with that new government to Hunga:y during the
revolatioen."

Respondent couldn't give any epinion on Hoosgvslt. Of Chancaller
Adenguer, shs remarked that she knows that he is the Bastern Gemmary

Chancellor. Nothing else. Of Stelin, she said:"This ope hes died
already”, Mglepkew , Frapce and Sgvan were unknown te har.

Regarding Khrushchev, she snid:"This ome is alae only a puppet. She
felt dolgtev to ba an ldiot. She never heard of Ullsphausr. Mot even

abart Churghill.
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ATTITUDES TORARD EXILeS AND £YTLE ACTIVITIES

A.Regarding the escapees, respondent mas of the opinion that they
were of all seclial classes, ard ths reasons for leaving where moatly
due to materisal, and the hed economic conditions. Hegarding the
goographical distributions #hmx she thought most of the refuges
escapeses came from the Viestern part of Hungary and Budapest. lowever,
she holds that there were cuite a few of the other parts of Hungary,
alae.

Hegarding those whe stayed bshind, she believes that these were of Lhe
elder generation, and the Communiats. The older peorle did not have the
will or the hsalth te start a new 1life. Heparding har atititode about
them, she said she feals very scorry for them, but not sorry fer thoae
who did net come eut v cause they didn't dare te.

Oiving an sxample of persors who decided te remin in Hungary even
though they md the eppertunity te escapa, she mentiened her own parenta.
Bacause the ather first wan’ed te ligquidate his smll husimes belore
coming away. New ef course, they are very sarry that they did net come.

Hegerding the epinem ef those who stayed behind in Hungiry, she bolieved
that pseple whe had relatives and friends come out are glad that they
did, tut the rest are serry thay didn't come out teo. lven me, mamy
peeple wera greatly disillusicned who came ocut and write home unhappy
lottars:

if

Hespondent wasof the epinion that thers should be ordera that Hungary
be opem once agnin, very few paeple weuld stay back I” hungary, if the
Commnist regime is te continue there. These whe would stay behind are
moatly the peasants whe are always sticking te their land, and alse,
the very olid posple whe could neot etart a new 1life sbroad.

B. When aslmd about Hungarian exile erganizetions and individuals that
wore active in the West during the last ten years, respondent said she
has heard gevaml mentioned over the radie but couldn’t glve eny names
of persoms er erganisations.

When handed the list of erganiszations, she had only heard about the
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Hongardian Natiomal Ceuncil on the RFE im Hungary. Of bhe individuals
ghe mert ioned Megr. Bela Varga snd she kmew that he was the Fresident
éf tha Hungarian Hetiooal Council. Alse about Admiral Herthy, ahe heard
that sioockexx he is living abroad, and she was umware of the fact thet
he died recently. Ferepc Megy she ment ioned slsewhere already.

Regarding peeple whe laft Hungary bafors 1956, and theirsotivities,
respondant wassf the cpinion that she supposes that thess peeple all
wuld have liked and sincerely wantsd to do something fer Hungary, but
had very Littles eppertunity te de =me.

C, Haapondent did not aset any Hungarlans who escaped te tha Wast after
'45 and returpsd te Hungary,

Regarding the UCcmmunist redefection caupaign, respondent mentionec that
she received an articls sent to her by mmysxfximstx her mother, copying
from a Hungerdan Comnupdst paper, cslling on the Hungarian youth under
18 teo return te Fungary and ne reprisals shell be enforced againsi them.
Alse that these young pesple should not be taken in by Western prepeganda,
and they are being expected back home jerfeamxx with open arms. Raspandeat
added that due te this pespeganda, she had several ac qeaintances whe
returmsd te Hungary, but thay were deeply serry now. She even lowew a
voman whe ratu-med from here = from the G = who mar not satisfiad with
the wages che was earning here. New she is axtremely unhappy at home in
Hungary- Op the whole respondent was of the vilew thet the redefection
campeign mas not very succesaful.

D. Bespendent waref the opinien that psople in Hungery would vary much
like te knew jix about the exiles, regerding hew they are faring here,
what are the living standards, what they are sarning antd alse whather or
not the Wastern propeganda was ripght. She was of the opinion that on the
whole paople here ars very happy but about 15% are pretty despsrate.

She was of the epinon that peeple back in Hungary ought te know, by all
moans, that the U5 is not a country where money 1s lylng around en the
strests te be picled up, amd you have te work pretiy hard se as to schilsve
8 good Living. Hewaver, that your work is greatly appreclated here and
you are baing well paid.
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Respordent wes eof the opinien that exilea ahould de their best te

influence the UN that the Hungarian issus be taken up agpin. Alse,
the UN must be convinoced that enly & very fundamental aml radical

change or solution would help the whole situation, because time is
working only fer the Soviet Union now.

Ghen aoled what she thought that she persomally could do, respondent
saids

"I am a very little figure in the whole universe, snd I'm unghble to de
anything to achisve in this metter."

¥ihen ssled whather or not she would like te joiln an exile erganisation,
shs emphatically aaid"me"; sxcept iIf it were a cultural erganisation
which sught te display activitises regarding culture only, becanss she
thought that peeple hers onm the wheola hiave vary little Interest in
culture, literature and art,

She slse thought that this organization cught to be mada up of all
exiles ~ rew, end old ones as well.

Hagarding the activitiss of various Hungsrian political parties befere
"4B, respondad td nothing te ssy; alae, she could give ne opinion
regarding partiss in exile. In referencs te political parites revived
in Hungary during ths revolution, she hesrd that the Feasant Party

and the Socizl [emocratic Farty was being revived; hewsver, thers was
net much time to de very much about it. She was of the opimion that
groups thet went ints exile praviocusly should net have returned at all
te Hungary, tscause, after all, as she saild, they would have been unable

te schieve amything.

B« Regarding her osn plana for the future, when aspked whether she wanta
to go tack te Hungary &nd if so, under what circumstances, she very
quickly and emphetieally said:"pever®. Latar on, she added, that maybe
after tan or fifteen years if, and ever, the whole Bastern Eurepe ip
being chenged and no Communism is prevailing anywhere, then she might ge
home fer & visit. Sha added:"It was enough te risk my life ence."

When asked if ehe would like te have her children learn Hungarian as well
&3 English in the US, she slse said no. She would not tesch them any
Bungarian, except if by thet time she wouldn't knew English snmough.
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AUDIENCE REACTIONS TO RADIO AND LEAFLETS

E. lsspendent and fxtwx family did listenm te fereimg radie stationms
while living in Hungary. They mostly listened te RFE, VOA, BEC, ths
Bungarian emissions, Parls and the German news frem 5’inmn. doat
frequmntly thay listened to RFE.Regarding the reception, this wasz
gquite different. They listened regularly every evening after werk,
Together with pseple thay krew well, or the Zmwckegoct "

They alse told ethers what they had heard, and received alse rews
ahout Western boeadcssts second-hand frem people who wers of thelr
family circle, friends and acquaintances. She thought that as far

as she could remmber areund '48 it wasn't se dangereus te liatem

to radio broadcasts, but from then on, sverybedy did se tehind closed
doors and windovrs. Hoonmex The emalty was very different. Somellmes,
it mas meney, but usually theycenvicted you en chargss eof dlssemimating
forelgn and falee prepoganda.

RHespendet's epinen on the different brosdcaste was as follews: the most
effsctual nows was thet of VOA, RFE ususlly sig exnggerated, and alae
1iked to broadeast in a more s rsational way. Also, they used mere
propeganda than the VOA did.

The breadcasta therefere in Hungary were, of coursa, of inciting naturs
and paeple tmcmme very impetient and were expecting a change.

During the revelution, we did not listen so mueoh to the radic because
we were dewn in the cellar. At that time, we mostly listensd te thud
radie breadcssts that were transmitted frem the UN sessions." Haspendent
felt that during the revelution, any newa en HFu was pretty goed.

Hespondent quite liked the lighter program ef ¥ - that was {res irem
politica. She thought that they had extremely pood featurss. She 1liked
very much &ex what she called the "black volce" and alse she liked

any program of Swwix Beda Balint and the feature program of Colenel Bell,
and the musiecal programs.

Whem asked whether Hadio Free Buropa in particular helped te incite
the Hungarian m eple by helding out promlses of Westarn help, respondent

said "This was generally the opinion and alse ! beliews ‘hat the prepoganda

af RFE did mxkpx fostear & great deal the eutbresk of the revolutien.
Respondent added:"] myeel{ have heard sevaral timez them be snceurages us
to held eut still & couple of more days. Persenslly, we never thought
that any zc¢tual help could possibly be forthcoming.
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Respondent wms of the epinion that RFE should contime te broadeast
inte Hungary because it is stil]l the only link withk the Western vorld;
howaver, she would pre fer to see less prepoganda and more factusl news.
Alse, she thought that mors cultural musical pregrams weuld be very
much welcens. Fesple should net be fed en baseless prepogands.

On the other hand, reapondent wesef the view that snti-Commurdet
propoganda would be quite useful, because after all, even the Communista
are listening in te the Western orepogands and it would serve Lhem right
te hear what the world thinks about them.

B. Respondent has not seen any FEP lesflets tut has heard about the
Twelve Demands and the lsaflets in the newspepsrs in which even thers
ware soms photegraphs amd reproductions were printed. The pemalty for
picking up such leaflsts, er showing them to anyone else, wap vary heavy.
Respondent thought that the Free Lorope Committes should not drop on

any more leaflets inte Humgary, becsuse it would bring only troutld te

people .

D, Hegarding the goals and metives ef Western groups who broadcast and
sent leaflets inte Hungary, respendent said: "I believe that sll thess
groupe had one aim. ..te shalke-ap the eppressed peo-le and then to inform
them about the life in the Wastern hemisphere and also to tell them that
they are not forgetten over here. I think that what they mostly wanted

te tell thes peepls was that the mills of God grind very slemly but
surely. I also believe that their aim was the sama.”
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CHILD REARING AND DISCIFLINE

Raapendent wasef the epinion that the meat important things that
& child sheald be taught ares first of all te respect the parents
and to be self-conscious independent individual, to be horeat and
truthful .

Hegarding discipline, she thought that discipline is extremely
necessary when bringing up children. She would, however, apply
physical punishment in extreme necessity and only at a young sge-
Hespondent waes of the opimen that the trestment should be the same
for girls and boya = girls until about 2 yrs. old; later on, it would
change. She thought that this changs depends entirsly on the child.

When asked to give an example how she hereelf was disciplined when a
child, she disclosed thet she was a very naughty child when young}

always very sassy and talking beck to her parents, but "you low,

my mother's hand was axtremely quick, wmhen I wma disrespectful I waa
beaten, pretty often: mter when I was older, I remember I was areund
fifteen I came home too late. Then ths next t ime I wanted to go out te

a party, 1 was not allowad te ge. 4y mother locked me up in the spartment,
but I escaped through the rear emtrance. 4t was usually my mother who
punished me. Father usually pampered me."

"I have lmown many families where children who were pix years old, or
elder, wore alse punishad or disciplimed. I do net belleve that the
treatment and punishment of children wariss fer the different socilal
clagses. J rather believe it depends on the parents and on the child,
peually.

"There were great changes in the last ten years, alse, regarding this
because of what I saw, the children had less respects for their parents.
Aftar all, sirce 99% of the parents are working inthe daytime, children
are no lenger brought up by thelr oom parents.”™

Resgrading the age when parents stepped punishing their children,
respondent thought that usually physical punishment is abandonad fer

boys when they are 20, and children when theyare 19, and other punishment
generally devends on the child and the paremts. She thought that this
does not vary by seoclal clase.
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Respordent was of the opinioa that changes came about during ths
Commumist regime in this respect because the teadhers in scheel were
not allewad te discipline the children, ard the purenta bad ne
authecity, 24ther.

Regarding the charges during the last ten years in the way childran

are disciplined during the first B years in pcheol, respondent said:
"Techniques of discipline befere Comsunism oensisted -1u ¢irls achools -
to be put in the cermer, 40 sit in the last bench. Then wm get report
cards sert te eur paremte by the te:chers, or thes headmester.

"Techniquas of discipline during ths Communist regime wore only
the respert cards..nothing else? Hespondend had no imowledge regarding
the disoiplinef in schools where beys were aducated.

The charscteristics recaponded valused most in a friesd wore sincerdty
good character, truthfulpsss and rellability.

Hega.ding changss in friendship under Ccanmuniasm, respondent sald that
Copmunism had a very bad sffect en frierdship. huple did not knew
when one of thelr se-tallad Triend would turn agalnet &hom ard sven
denounce them at tha political nolice, Peenle did pot have se much
confidence in theair friends. Alse, friendships were not =e¢ easily
mecda as before the Communist rsgime-



