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CHARACTER DESCRIPTION

L1

As the daughter of a "kulak®" who could well afford
to giwe a good education to his children (she is &
hlighschool graduate , one of her brothers is a doc~
tor) this girl was brought up by loving and sensible

rents. She pointed out that despite the mether

ing twelve years older than her father, they led
a very happy and harmonious family life,

The whole family seems to have foldowed strong na-
tional principles, due to which all of them were
imprisoned for longer or shorter periods during the
communist regime, Subject was tortured as and in-
prison by the AVH as for having "failed to inform"
on a friend who left for the West.

Husband is the son of a former "white Russian" who
despite having been born in immigratian in Rumania
became a fierce and patriotic Hungarian., He left
Rumania when a young boy, objecting to compulsory
military service thera,

During the revolution the couple took most active
part the fighting. Subject also nursed at first —
aid stations and was then in Vienna and returned to
pick up medicines,

Bubjects activities during revolution were inspired
by her cdeep rootaed hatred against the AVH which is
understandable after all, and against the oppressgrs,
She is a fierce patriot but also,on the other hand,
preserved a very fair anqﬂnblanad judgement,

She has adapted herself extremely well to the Ameriaan
way of living and is happy in her work at the factory
and gtateful for this country for gibling her the oppor-
tunity to make good.

Subject is }evel headed, inteliigent and bright young
woman, also very sincere, Despite the torture and &he I W
consequence desfiquration , suffered at the AVH (all

ner teeth were knocked out and scars burned by extin-
quished cigarettes on both arms , broken finger ¢n
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right hand) she seems to have kept her KEpPtcHeE
chinVunder all circumstances, By the way she must
have been extremely good-looking, because even
now that she has a set of good false teeth,Zher
dark eyes are full of life and couragem always
ready to smile. She must be a very FLbiﬁflittle
thing. -
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II. MAJOR SALIENCE AID WARM-UP QUESTION

when asked what she thought, which are the most
important facts that Amerlican should know about
the avents in Hungary during autumn of 1956, she
said:" 1 believe, even so it's lats nowW to say
this, the American should know that the inter-
vention of the West would have been a decislive
step in putting an end to Russian domination

in the world, cause had the Wast given some
assistance to the Hungarians, all others sa-
tellite nations would have closed ranks and
turned agaihst the Russian oppressor. By the
time of the Hungarian revolution the situation
was just ripe for such an action.”

The other thing I would like to point out is that
as far as I have seen hera, in the USp most peopke
believe that the Huniarinn revolution was a well
organized and premeditated thing. This is not true.
The fire of the AVH people at the radio building
was thdhgark that ignited the fire under the

ashes, 1f I may say so. XMXK Despair, hatred and
unhappiness was smoldering for long vears. )
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CHRONOLOGY OF PERSONAL EXPERIENCES, ACTIONS,
ATTITUDES AND EXPECTATIONS DURING REVOLUTION

Respondent gave the following details on her
activities duringzzha first three days of the
revolution, "On d of October I was working

as a bus conductor on the number 7 line. At

that time nobody knew anything yet, but in the
evening I huught the ™ paper for 30 for.w~=
This paper had a blackmarket price because
everybody wanted to read it and there was only

a short aupply of thpies. This was the paper

which in the last couple of months wrote ex-
tremely bravely and patriotically. In this paper
we heard that there is going to be a demonstra-
tion on the 23rd. However, I believed it sincere-
1y, I thought that this is a will~be demonstratlon
organized by the communists, so as to divert atten-
tion from something else. 1 went home this day,

On the 23rd again I went to my work. F At that
time“jvas assigned to the bus which run bet-
ween Tetemy)}Budapest . Passengers who came from
the city in the meantime hagw told me of whatf

was going on in town. Later on a colleague of mire
came also and told me that people are demonstrating
in the streets and shouting the slogans and that
the demonstration organized by the University stu-
dents is taking a serious turn. Everybody, of course,
was terribly excited. My husband and I we worked

on the same bus. He was the driver and I was the
conductor. 1 was very happy to be able to work with
nim during the whole time of the revolution, Fknally
we couldn't stand it any more, and we took the bys
into the garage and told our superviser that we are
going to town, bacause we want to know what's gﬂing
on. It was 10:30 when we reached the city and in-
tended to go toward the radio building, but by that
time the fight wa going on. We were held up at the
fresdom bridge, where we met our troups . Thess
people told us what happened at the radio building,
One of the men therea at the bridge had started to

organize a group which ought to gsxd guard the bridgd
and ask the auﬁganxiiisaﬁinn efxpeapkexpassing pisces

IDewTiFicaTion Parres
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of people passing with cars also, So my husband 4 Mysc o=
immediately joined.Viie were about three hundred V"™—. . ..
peoplz in that group.We held up a truck with
workexs from the lamp factory which in fac} ma=
nufactured arms. We asked arms from them. They
very readily distributed them and with the rest
thay rushed on to the radio building. We then
took over (€ the guard of that bridge/~
We stopped every car a &5 Or the lidentification
paper every persqgn. The first AVH man who
came Into our net was a lleutenant, on a moto-
bycicle with¥ another one who did not have any
papers on him, Ve kept them under strict guard
and disarmed them. Then an army car Poveda drove
up with a man in civilian clothe in it, lle stopped

it of course, and asked them to identify them-
seives. The driver became extremely imperiinent
and rude, so the crowd who by that time was very
much angry, beat him up properly. The man, ci-
villfian, finally gave his papers. My husband tock
them. He was an AVH, a colonel, a Jew. In the
trungk compartment of the car we found his uni-
fgom. The crowdd was very near“killing him , but
my husband restrained them. He told them justice
must be given at a court. Nevertheless and of
course we disarmed him. He had a pistol in his
attache case. I was assigned to guard the dis-
armed mgn. ‘When I thinkback now, it was quite
ridiculous. From somewhexe sqmuﬁady gave me g
rustyVsabber and I stood there holding the sebber S ANRRE
against his stomach and the man was tkembling like

a2 leaf. He was pleading for his life, of coursse.
Then we asked him several questions and finally

found out that he was the AVH commander of the
0il fields at Lovaszi. He also xsmk told us that
he received orders from the communist party AVH
gigdq?ar:ﬂr;ugn :eiurn infcivillan clﬁthes 1E?ﬂ*

tely to apest. We of course took away his

car ant then a couple of %Emadu!rﬁshad over to Bov S
the Szabad Hep editorial offices whexe, as we
were informed the printing of leaflets was already
going on. We in the meantime continued to stop all
cars and people who passed by.

In our group, as far as I could judge at that time
we were about 250 men and BO women. All of us were
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armed. It was about 1:30 at night already., Later

on two army trucks drove up #mxa commanded by a

colonel , They were fuljy armed, We mxg asked

them where to and what for%.fley said they Rbd orders
to return to their barracks . My husband then L
ave the colonel a&wo dressing gownltelling D5 v
im why does helgo back to the barracks, when all

Hungarians have to fight now. XKiss All soldiers

murmured their assent. The colonel was at loss,

what to do . Later on we found out that he was the

commander of those soldiers who refused to shoot,

on the Hungarlans, at the radio building. So we

asked them to hand over their arms. We disarmed

the colonel, and my husband sat next him and they

all went back to the (v arces Barracks. Five truck-
loads of arms then were taken from the barracks,

where our people came back and took the arms to the

radio building and also near the Chain Bridge where

we heard fighting was going on. The officer was ex-
tremely decent about whole affair. We were told

}hen t all soldiers were locked up in the barracks
ater on.

/[ ohe
when asked tn{hhai&pspundentkalt when she joined in
the fight, (she never took part in the demonstrations
she immediately plunged into the middle of the fighting)
raspondent said:!'I think that you will understand that
after being tortured forty days hI the ABH I hated the
regime and everything that went with it, more than anything
else. Somehow, all of us felt that this is the time
or never wherg we have to act and when we have to fight
for our lives and for our freedom. I had no fear, what-
soever, and I must admit now that I think back I do not
think that noWil could do it again. But at that time
just nothing mattered. ile were wikling to die, but not
live any more under these conditions,”

What we wanted more and foremost was that the Russians
should withdraw from Hungary, because we knew that the
moment the Russians are no mote in our country, the
Hungarlans will be able on their own to make a new sort
of living to form a new cabinet and toftake their

lives into their own hands.”

when asked what she thought when she only heard about
the demonstrations and before the fighting started,
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respondent said: I must tell you quite honestly, I

did not believe that
andy serious results
Lbe peopled were wri
that people also dar

we would be able to achisvefd
+ Because in the last months
ting more freely and we heard
ed to talk more freely . iie

were hoping for a small change but not 3 overall

change at alli.M

Respondent then went
of the night between

back to tell about the events
the 23 and #x 24th/ e returned

with the two cars and the captured AVH colonel to

the Chain Bridge, wh
of Hungarian revolut
to stand a trial.s

"I must tell you it
tic to yaM use arms
Also it is quite dif
fight for your life
using arms against
should be given a fa

"With the car then we
where “E_gjvetg:igd
going ovento Tre
streetfs Were blocke
kind of control job

you, Also we thoug

are we hadded him over to a group
lonaries, because we wanted him

is extremely difficult and nausea-
against people who are unarmed,
ferent in a battle when you have to
and are flghting Reuplu who are
t that everybody
ir trial, :
Heey ALt

turned to the Heewalial street,
that the Hungarian soldiers were
edom tlghters and here all the
d by them and they did the same
as we did at the Bridge, Howevear,

when we were nearing the Budaorsi Ut, dhe Russiang
tanks started to come in. jie then changed up our di-

rection and went tow

ards the Korter , so as to warn

pecple station there. ile started to mafe barri-

cades, We pulled up
rails. Of course, th
nevertheless we were

the pavement and the streetcar
€y were not very effective, but
aple to delay the tanks a couple

of minutes, if not more. We then rushed back to the
freedom Bridge and there PUut up a resistance and star-

ted to shoot against
saw that this was qu

the tanks, But of course, we
ite impossible and ineffective

to carry on the battle further. So we hiP out of—the— L whHE R

bridge-heads on the
when asked what she

revolution E&ghtingﬂ
time whebh we saw t

garian army is fight

Danube guai,

thought akeut- the WTcoMBGof the
will be, respondent said:"At that
t neither the policevor the Hun-
ing against us, in fact they were
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cama
passive and then also in the end they/over to us

we were hopeful and we were convinced that the
revolution will in the end wln ew®: e held Gero
responsible for calling the Rusiian troops in.”

vhen asked how she thought that the demonstration
turned into fighting, respondent said:"this is
absolutely clear, the AVH action at the radio
bullding was the cause of everything., Also

Gero's speech, Because I am sure that at that
time everybody would have accepted theflcompro-
mise. It was the first blood the crowd had seen
which angered them and #& made them to take up
our arms, After all you must remember that &z the
fighting was started by the young people who were
educated under the communist regime and who really
had not much reason to fight,”

The, asked when she heard the first time of the
freedom fighter, respondent said:/I really do not
know, this because we did not call ourselves free-
dom fighters, we called them'boys''or the''kids.’
After all wehad more serious th ngs to do tham to
think gbout what we really wereland what we should

\J ERCH call others. I balisve that and 1 am speaking
now of myself, X in the second part of the revolu-
tion, only# wa 8 term of freedom fighter used
ﬂ*V”iDELf officially and at the time when the communist
regime has started to use the{eonter-revolution ne- I i @ |

+hee expreswpMt was ﬁrahahlg the population who |
caleed us’freedom fighters?” because as T said we
didn't think of that.»

when asked who fought during the freedom Fiaht and
the gevolution, respondent said:”In the be nning
they were mostly young workers and also a part of
the University students, It was the workers from
Csepel who fought from the very beginning asrto the
very last. They were of course, lots of other workers
bus drivers, tram drivers €tc., The University stu-
énts organized mostly the demopstration,efdes it the
beginning and I am sure they did not think of what's
?u ng to happen and what the results shall be, But
ater on they too fought with us, wholeheartedly,.
The University students after all xesrpiedxthe in-
rspresanted
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telligentzia theuash were more reasonable, did

not want that bloodshed should start, They firmly hoped
and believed in the beglnning that the demands will

bea met,’

”Eegarding the sex and age of the people who took
part in the fighting I can only say that I have
seen boys and girls , women and men and even chil-
dren around twelve years. It was quite natural that
we, women took part in the fighting also. After all
during the past twelve years we had to work like khiEsx i a/
¢mEm and we were told that we had the pride of men
also,n



74 - F
P 12/111

i
I can also tell you that the women foug¢h more fier-
cely in the battre thamx than the men. Of course
also the more intelligent people theI were figh#-
ing with their heads, the working class is going
after the instinct, and we didn't “c. nie veryw much,’

Wwhen asked wherefrom the fighters got their arms,
respondent said:"As 1 mentjoned before our first
arms we recelved from the damp Factory. Then we ree
ceived arms from the military barracks of the po-
lice and also as mentkoned before the army and
even the police barracks were guarded by AVH ,
peaple and the boys were not let out, so for ins
Stance gt happened that at one of the pokice
h:irncts the policemen threw out their weapons ;
through the window. I must also ment hat. . whigb
is quite typical of thewhole s irltizzg?§53f3¥iun
that w usjtogether fought the son of Horvath :
the cnmmznist ire n m%nister and who waintha
iy MR AT delegate in N.Y. ‘his boy was born Moscow

A 2 2 because his father was an emigr from the first
Hungarian communistel there. He didn't know & word
of Hungarian when he came to Hungary when he was
twenty years old. My husband met Horvasth junior
in the army.~this young man was the ADC, to the | -
general Ilku anall and cut communist, A—pazt|was -
dismissed w s wanty four hours when instead
of a Poveda car sent a smaller car to the wife
of that general who asked to be picked up for going
to the marketland objected mf to riding in a less
somptous carxr. Horvath junior was an idealist who
sincerily believed that communism is good. But
during the long years he found ocut what it is
really and he completely turned against his father
especially after his speech at the N. Inciden-
tally Horvath junior escaped to the ‘West and his
father when he returned from the UN came to see
him at the camp in Austria where we staid also
and tried to persuade him to return, The boy how-
ever, did not want to speak to his father; v

when asked how the fighters were organized, res-
pondent said¥in the beginning there was no organi-
zation at all. Small groups banded together and
one among them took up the lead. Later on in the
second part of the revolution however there was
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Maleter who being a career officer took ever. This

e D man was &dﬁfiIEﬁiﬁ everybody. He was an extremely b

fy7ai & -emen man, a born fleader; even though he sarved ot T W
TR O ; ’

in the demeoemacy army his act of going fover T P
to the freedom fighters be: Fate extolled everything,K <" "¢/

C. "1 spent my days between the time of the Soviet
withdrawal and the Soviet reinvasion dolng Red Cross
. and first aid service in the Buda district at the
Sports hospital, also If want over to the Pest
district to pick up the wounded in the ambulances
1 very often was at the €orvin Koz ; here it very
often happened that during the fighting we were
unable to go back to the hospital and we took off
our white uniforms and picked up arms and fought,
OUr bus number 807 which my husband and I comman-
deered during the revolution and with whﬁ:h we ;.
HJT T Lo vc- were shoppirg-between Buda and Pest and elpibg the
E freedom fighters, became quite legendary., cverybady
V= Niea knew our bus WAL proud to say, We were carrying the
= #rent instructions from the different groups to
each other., We carried medicine and Hﬂg Cruss
supplies , also pamphlets, The Sports hospital was
the head quarters of the revolutionary council of
young people./

When the red army had begun its retreat, we thought

this is a real retreat; thudfafter alll just before | & M &
the revolution the situation was so much better and

the 2¢/m¢ were slackened so that we wers hoping that

the troops would really leave the country,

#When asked when she first heard the Soviet with-
drawal have been halted, respondent said: "I have
seen it for myself on October the 30th. There was
no Russian in Budapest, however when in four buses
we went to Vienna, in order to pick up medicals

. supplles from the Red Cross, thers after going out
from Budapest, about fifteen mlles in the outskirts
of the city, we have seen the Russian tanks bug in.

‘ We were stopped by dussian sentries, but since my
husband speaks a good Russian we showed up¥ our in-
ternational Red Cross papers and we were let through
Alsd through the whole cougfry to the Austrian border
everywhere we have seen camquag&dJ Russian tanks
and troops. "e spent one a half days in Vienna,with
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the Red Cross there. People were really pampering us
there, many foreign Journalist came and talked to us,
It was an experience, Here in Vienna we heard prime
minister Nagy's famous radio speech, when he declared
the neutrality of Hungary. we got terribly excited and
happy. Nobody could have hold us longer in Vienna and
we wanted to return immediately., However akum author-
ities did not let us go. They said we must rest imxmrdaz
amother day, The next day we rushed back to Budapest
and d$}1vared all the supplies we received to the Recc
Cross.

oy

Aét%ﬁ;n L have seen the first Russian troops returning

it wes like this: on November the third I was working

on the number five line bus and alse—en—ths—munber or—
I was supposed toftake a turn on the
number seven line. e lived quite near to the Charles
baraacks and at quite =arly in the morning I thlnk it
must have been arcund four o'clock we awoke to a fierce
gun fight and explosions, Welooked out of the window
and saw that the barracks were in flames, at lea# part
of them. Ve have seen that three Hlngarian tanks broke
out through the takl fence from the barracks and were
putting up & fight. I have seen that the first Aussian
tank that rushed into the city wa arrying the Hungarianp
emblems, so this is :nw this tank Wwas able to break trough
by using false insigha. There was asarviz going on,
The Hungarian tanks were shnutingnngainst the Russian;
soldies from the windows joined the fight, Howevar,
due to the great number of the invaders they had to
surrender. The next one half day we spent in the cellar;
then my husband and I went over to tha blood center at
Daroczi Ut to offer our services. wWe again took our bus
Here we were told that we should go hai:tn the Sports
hospitgl, so we worked here again and did evarything we
could as before until the 20th of November. On this day
at noon the chief medical officer of the Sports hospital
who. was an extremely nice man told us that we ought to
flee immediately because the AVH was after us, they are
picking up people. o it happened that we never even
discussed our escape and we had to leave on thE.ﬁﬂiiﬂJ:% S PR
tne moment, After all, we had always were and still were
heping that the Western aid will be forthcoming and there
would be no need for us to leave,"

U. When asked whether she thought that on the whole HUn-
gary has gained because of the revolution, raspondent said:
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We have only §ained the respect of the lestern
world, otherwlse Hungary has lost everything
However, may bem one thing the nation has galned
and that is that the fire in Hungary will nevar
be put out again,
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OF HELP FROM THE WEST DURING THE

A. "As 1 said before we were expecting that the
West would interfere, because the situation was
S«¢ir and the moment in our opinion has come when
the Russian hegamnny and imperlialisgitic aims of

theb Soviet Un

on could be broken. Also the

Russians were emtremely disturbed amixthe on

account of t
events in Ea
in the last
weak than at

B. "Mr expec
and & contra

he Hungarian revolution and the;whole

stern curope were unexpected. ver

thirty I;ara was the Soviet Union so
that time,"

tations, I think, were quite logical,
ry to what some people said I did not

think that the festern broadcasts ddd promise
actual hnlf. They did not promise help specifically
wa

but they a
further, ] re

Y8 encouraged us, that's true., An
ally did not expect so much from fu

Western powers than from the United Nations. A&d

this was the

We were firmly convinced t

its resoluti
justified fu

graatest disaﬁpuintment of everybody

at the UNO wil enforce
on andithe Russian action would have V = 'A%
lly a WN intervention into the Hun-

garian affairs.l

C. Respondent did nmtxcome into contact with
foreigneniiEXHNEXY EMXEMEXXRIXAXANE  between

October 23rd

and the time of her escape laxHumgaxy.

_ Asxpraxisusiyxmuntisnsdxshuxsniyxmetxisuxnaiistsy

Pn/RRixethaxxpeapke when she was on October 30th and
3lst in Vienna as previously menticned. There she
met foreign cnrres?undents y Mustrian, American

and Swedish

not learn an

etc., 'hese people interviewed them

ything from this (people. They heard

ViuS #0 @t was the other way m.c‘&u respondent did ™R oon/

from her,

Ardp
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SUCIAL CLASS STRUCTURE AND ATTITUDES

A. Regarding fher family background, respondent
sald: my father was & so-called kulak. He owned
40 acres of land and a family house. Also 120
acres he rented, but I cannot remember my father's
income before the war at various times because I
was a child at that time. I only can tell that we
lived where we had everything. My father could
afford to give us a good education. One of my
brothers for instance was a doctor. 1 am a high-
school graduate.

Mg father had eight and my mothsr six , regaxding
thair educaticn,

B, Regaxrd social classes in Hungary, respondent

said:"to my mind there are different social classe
in Hungary, for instance, the first is the former
aristocracy, who of course, have ceased to be as
such and %m due to the persecutlion of the reqime
had to accept the lowest minor works, then there
is the intellectuals-mEddle class,; these tmo

were persecuted by the regime mostly. Then there
were the crafdsmen, if that could be said to be

a social class, then the workers and the peasants.

i

Gr nad contact wigh all social classes more or less
and therefore I can say that I respect very much
the upper classes for having adjusted so well
during the communist regime, They have been xhm
workingtdoing the hardest works without grumbling
They had more difficulties tham ourselves because
thay bad to adjust to greater differences than our
selves. #lso they were deported,

|

ITha working class was #zh thouroughly dissatisfied
during the communist regime and thsy also dared to
speafgk out more freely, because the Intellectuals
were scared for yery good reasons to do so, znd the
working class was tempered by ths regime,’

''The peasants in the beginning especially the poor
peasants were quite enthusiastlc about the land®
reform and the communist ragime. Ths peasants did
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not know much ebout poiltics and the Hunmarlan
peesant 1s more interested in the land. Howesvar,
later on when they were forced to Jjoin the kolhozes
and cooperatives, they very soon found ocut that

it is not eo good as they have been told, Aftsr
all, a family cannot live on four sacres.ll

When asked %o which classshe bnlggad, respondant

said:" this is a thing I rsally couln't tell,

I am a sort of a mule. I cannot say whether it

iz the peasante whether it 1s the working class,

or the middle class, really, I am sorrys I cannct
tell you."

When agked which clses was hardest hit by commu-
niem, she =aid:" it was certalnly the Fungerian
arlstocracy. the intellsctuals and also one part
of the peasante, I am thinking of the kulaks,
These three clacgses have lost everything.”

Regarding the attitudes of differant classes to |
each other, respondent said:” the working class |
somehow looked down tc the peasants, as they '
lived in the cities end beslleved themselves to |
be more superior. However duning the communism i
I can sincerily aay, that the cleass differencas :
have cessed toc exiat in Funsary, because tha
workers and the peasants have gsen that the
intellectuals had to suffer just s= much as they,
meybe even more, and the eommon eufferings

slways brings psople togethsr."

¢. Regarding how an individual might advance in |
communist Bunrvary, respondent sald:" the moat in-

portant thing 1s your clasg origin, then comes

the pnl}tlc&l view and finslly and lsst cnly

talent,

Ghanfaa cccured howaver, because between 1950

and 1953 were the moct impossible times, when

at times you were checked two or three generations
back. During 1953 and in 1956 the situetion has
improved scmehow, The communist regime after =211
found out that they do nesed pscple who not only
g¢ome from s very low background but also know
gomething end have specific¢ qualifi-
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catlons .

As teg what kind of individuals could get ahead

in communist Hungary, respondent said: it's the
kind of a person who is a turncoat, who has no
¢c@.who 1s always servidd to the party and party
members. In communist Hungary you should never
express your own opinion because then you are

lost, You arxe not supposed to see anything, to hear
anything aqﬁpuu are never supposed to ask why .

D. when asked whether there are such groups in M
Hungary who get more out of the socliety than

they deserve respondent said: yes I am sure, in
Hungarykt too, as everywhere else the Jews can
always get more out of the society. They._are

much smarter and they are opportunists, Then also

*theirthabupexkedxmaxexundxthayxdasaxyed , were

those workers who whole heartedlt® and completely
served the regime,

##other groups that got more than they deserved
waere 0S8 WOrKkerS...ccees-

SR o M — TS
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VI, FAMILY LIFE UNDER COMMUNISM

A. Family Life in Hungary during the last ten

Keara was completely disorganized., Both marents
ad to work and the children grew up without

any education or control, they had to be put

in day schools if there was not an aunt or a .
granmother round who could take czre of them,'

In my own family, since my mother took care of

mK little boy, we did our best to give our child

the education we wanted himlaseThe bringino up V= . fAvz
what I have seen in other families, where the

children grew up without any moral standards

gnd without beling taught religion either, wn= TEp @ nL &
During the communist regime what we ieally

called family life has cumiletaiy beessdusnivsdy dcvETer
-awé cdisintegrated., The child could be very

seldom with the parents.!

*'Hﬁ family comes closest to the second type of

the family you give as an example , the family
that @rew closer together under communism,
You know our family our home was at the same
time also our countryhnd it meant also our home-
land for us, My half-sister mhmxwamand half-
brother who were older than myself they grew too
much closer to us duting the communist regime and
‘the revolutlon we were much more together. 1 also
believe that this second type of family comes
glusest to discribing typical decent Hungarian

amily," :

About how children were brought up during the last
ten years, respondent said:%l think that the fami-
by communist regime in Hungary
were the familiss of the working class, Here many
parents werd/Intelligent &nuufh tod bring up their y¥not
children wisely also the moral standard has ex-
tremely deteriorated in those families., Thm Among
the peasant class in Hungary this change couldnAt
be observed. A peasant brings up his children
always in an old patriarchal tradition and ths
children do respect their elders. M
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' In our family communism did not bring about a change
because we did our best to continue to bring u n?r
child as before and as we thought it to be rigﬁt.’
B. On marriage,courtship zazpemdrnt sex, respondent
hac the following to say: Yof course, in communist
Hungary many marriages were broken up for the
reason that the young people married extremel I:PHELﬁ{
guiikif and only for sexual reasons mostly, T;iv

ic not know each other; well enough in order to
conclude a long las*ing marriage. Also bothM of
them were working, '‘he money waghever enough,
the living conditions were extremely bad. Alseo
since women were giben equal rights they sometlmes
earned even more than the husband and this always
led to fights.”

Il $exual morality too has undergone a terrific
change and the parents had ne more influence in
or had no more word to say in the moral life of
their children.#

The zeason for all this is problably the war, first
of all,and then communism bas—sewdwwd, I also
think that since children had no religioms instruc-
tion any more, they had no moral standards which

to live by. The regime took# good care to set the
children against thes educators and parents. There
was no mkhmx authority any more, so I think that
the co-education in the schools and the camps where
the children were taken(boys and girls together)
for camping and outings XAMREERX lgke the Szitgdiszef
camps, were causing the decline of moral standards. '’

IIIr'*2[ think that the change occurred in all social

classes, v

l

ThE:E&ﬂﬁtitutinn was prohibited during the communlist
regime, nevertheless, it went on. Especially since
the prostitutes were put into different jobs, at
offices and factorlies, Maybe this too was the reason
of s0 many broken marriages.They had an affair
with three married men at the same time, The main
thing was that they got the money out of them and
last but not least I see the reason of the S0
many broken marriages in the very bad housing
situation. Tooc many people werd forced together e

i

Yo W'-:
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Eove in the same npartmanﬁhg in the same room some-
times.i=ven/.

& am sure that the sexual morality of the communish
is different from that of an average Haongarlian because
they are advocating the free love aftel all, However,
the communist party expects leading membmxx pammunist
arty members or a prominent big wig, %o lead a moral
ife at least publicly, and if anything became public
about the loose morality of a prominent party member
he was expelled, Also the party's secretaries who alas
ways could exploit the situation of somebody who was
locking for a job, or would like tc keep the job ,
continued withftheidimmeral life, but were carefull
how they did it. AffEr all the commuhist doctrine s
says that morals are a bourgecis thing.’

C. Rgaarding what shw would do if a good friend of
hergd Sould join the communist party, respondent said:
I really do not know what to say because I cannot
imagine such a situation, However, I knew of a man
whe was @ communist and was disgustddd iny communism
later on and who became & bary good friend of curs.
1 am rﬁfarring now to the young Horvath who was an
idealist at the beginning and now has completely
turned against communism. I think I could continue
a4 friendship with somebody¥ for instance who was
forced to became a party member for material reasens
but I could never be a friend of somebody who when
becoming a communism party member has a:tadeTT the [7--e, ey
methods and identified himself with the men ality
and ideology of the communist party.'

D, On juvenile deliquency, respondent said: *1I

donot think you are right to say that you have read

a lot in the communist press about juvenile deliquency
becausg the communist press took good care tol play
down evry crime not only juvenile deliquency. We

never were informed what was happened thare , re-
9arding crime in Hungary, only we heard it by word

of mouth, &

I' of course, we also knew that the juvenile deliquency
was indeed on the increase. Th-ese were mostly young
boys and girls between seventeen and eighteen who
did petty thiefing and D ,wiwin/o and also
young girls who were prostitutes. I was in prison
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logkad-—ewt—ivapmiserwith a girl who was fifteen
years old, and she was charged with twenty-eight Tu.h
times prostitutiong. ”

The juvenile delinquents are mostly from the
working class but they are also very many from
the intellectuals. I see the reason %k in this
that the kids were left on their own and alee
because of having not being xsid taught religion,
The juvenile delinquents are usually between six-
teen and eighteen years old, and the behavior is

wide spread but has -p«l&dg-aﬂ—lﬂ?wn always by the YL -"tj[ﬁ_b

E communists rﬂgimeiﬁﬁihta.au since the reg was

fully aware that this behavier &z can be put at
their deoze-step.

" Regarding the jpmpecs these are more or less teen-

ages who imitate what they think to be the American
wgy of dressing, dancing and behav—ing. These are
not criminals and they come from all calsses but
mustly{iﬁazingly annughrfrnm the working class.'!

/g
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Vi1, RELIGION

A.'"Religion plays>in Hungarian life a very im-
portant rolgandd spé ¥y since religlion was
prohibited more people went into church and more
men, Also in schools the parents did everything

in order to have :eligiun taught to their children.
This was a constant fight between the regime and
the parents. However, twelve years are very leong,
and many people sort of got kimdxmt tired of it.
Lots of people wha didn't dare to getr married in
church either,/

“it was the Homan Catholic religion that was hit
hardest in Hungary because the Catholic religilon

is the greatest force in Hungary and therefore very
dangerous for the communist regime.’

il'y quite believe that religion is a BuLwaplgainst
communism in Hungary and it is always a bulwanf of
ra:ﬁ:t&ncu. Religion and communism do not go to-
Qe Lo b ‘

B, "Religion does play a great role in my part in

my life because after all this is the fundament of
everything, However, my religlous belief is some-~
how different from that of :g parents., But this is
not due to communism but I think that the younger
generationd somehow is always differmat ly religious
than the older ones., I beliave that I am as religious
as the average person is in Hungary. I also attend
church when I have the time for if I feel like it s
-beeausefo me you can worship God everywhere, not
only in church and I beliewe sincerily and honestly
God as a supreme beinag.

C.. On the functions of church and its place in
society, respondent said: " I belleve that the church
must have a very important role in the esducation
of children and however, the churches/@haxnever/should
neverhaxm taked an active part in politics.and thersfore

I do not advocate the idea that in an independent
Hungazry tha; should take an active part. Church

and State should be independent of esach other 4
howsver they should cocoperate. On the othar hand
during the communist regime it was lmportant for

churches
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to indulge in politics &t because hei=wee. as I said
before| a| bulwark against communism, In an independent
coun is is not necessary hﬂﬁﬂuﬁf to my belief,
God has nothing to do with puiitics.

D. On the Jewish minority respondent said: °© E.ha,t'thnr
or not the jewish religion has also been hit b Commu-

nism I really cannot say, as far as I have seen, certainly

not te that extent, Aftsssgt . And besides, Jews are

not a religious race. fhe reason why the jewish religion

was less affected, or Unaffected than othar churghes,

is to my mind the fact that 90 per cent of the communist
arty®shots are Jews. These—pecple =mi- 1 see the reasaon # big

why these people were not good Hungarians,

either because a Jew is not a natlonalist somehow they

are internaticnalj '

“'Thu attitude of Jews teward communism also reflectad

thetr general principles. The Jews are usually opportu-
nists and therefore they are always willing to make
concessions, On the other hand of course, the rich Jews
and those who lost nuanrthi?g also during the communist
regime are not communists, hey also managed very well
too to get into top jobs during the communist regime,
but they are very unwilling to take some manual and
ph}nical work. I can really say that I have never seen
a Jewish factory worker for instance and in our bus
company where we were, we had several thousands em-
plyees, also the percentage was bery low at the section
where I worked we had only two half-Jews A but the top
shots in the offices were most Jeuws, !’

Did Jews also mostly join communist paxty?
|
I do net know for what reasen but I knew that the Jews

very easily received a party membership if thev fammdxwanted
they were not hning:.r;,.__-;_ét all, »

”lﬂring tha revolution as much as I have seen, the Jews

were very cautious and in hiding, I have not seen Jewish
pqoﬂ.lu fight and I was pretty much in the mix thick of the
fight evarywhere.”

"The reason why the Jews might not want an independent
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Hungary is bacause thev(perfectly well that due to their
behavior in the past, and under the communist regime they
will not get back that role they had before in an inde-
pendent Hungary. However, I would like to size that
during t¥n revolution there was no anti-semitism what-
soever, The feelings were oaly running high against the
communists as communists of course, since they were many
Jews so that reflected on them, #
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VIII., TYHE HUNGARIAN YOUTH

A, "I would classify the !gu:g‘panpla between fourteen
and twenty-two to belong so-called Hungarian
youth,

B. "And this Hungarian youth played the most important
part in the revolution in Hungary and was really the
soul of it. they took the lead and they took
part ;I think reason for it was that young
pi;EI- saw that there was no future for them. They
worked and achieved nothing. Also ¥nung peopke were
iess cautious, they didn't think of the consequences.
Furthermore 4 their parents and their elders always
told them about the good old times, and so they could
compare it how it was nowadays."

h During the revolution the older people admirad them,
and it was the other way round. We young pseple were
leading the older ones and theyMaccepted us as leaders,

C: On the schools and educational system in Hupgary
during the last ten years, respondent said:® the standard
of education in Hungary was put extremely high in the
last ten ysars, Children were asked %o study a tre-
mandous lot aven too lucl'g'{lﬁ their age, My %11:1:1:5
son had to four to five hours_home work, The
children did not have a childhood. Thev had not any
time left to pllI and do sports. Also they were
stuffed with politics and ideolegical lectures. TFis
was a separate subject from the fifth grade on. lhey
warae taught thlggs they didn't even understand and
couddn't grasp.’”’

il

Vocational choice was aestricted of coursa, tth

Lt~ Greatest| was carried out for medical or
technical faculties at the University. Only persons
with good cader were allowed to register. It was

much easier is for anybody tax with bad classshesy mnc K _

ground to register at the agra. _an Univeraity,

The quality of the education was good, because mostly
the old pedagogues were retained sinde they had not
enough new and well qualified perscnalitias, Howaver,

PERSUNMELL



what I have seen, the quality of the education
varlied greatly accoxd to schools. arding

the teac at school I somehow felt that

the two different teachersm the old ones and

the new ones, the communists and the non communists,
feared each other and it was not very goocd cooperatéon
between those two kind of teachers. Also, a peda-

g of the old school tidught the subjects differ-
ently than the young men would, The children some-
how and sometimes got quite bewlldared. Cn the
whole however, the teachers were competent, '/

o '
D. ”ﬂl.tn the youthsreation to communist indoc-
trination I can say that in the very beginning
young people, especially among the intellectuzls
were quite interested in the communist regims,
Later on however, when they were obliged to study
it and to study it hard, and to study things they
din't understand, they just hated it. Later on
at the third stage, n finally they found out
that the theoxy does not mean t in practice
the dommunist doctrine is interpreted as it should
be. They soon found out that Marx and Engels ideals
are impractical and cannot be transplanted into
rdal life, /
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Major dissatisfacfion was felt in everyday life.

A. ' Dissatisfaction in communist Hungary wiere
our wvery bad stage of finances, We never had more
than for the bare necesaities, '

'Further we never could speak Moud what we were
thinking. We could not protest against oppression,
and we lived under terrox.*

B, "Apart from the big political things, we mostly
were annoyed by the labor laws, which after all
ghould have been quite mdui-endmt from politics,

We for instance, were not allowed to change our
jobs by our own free will, because then you received

Laws,.
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THE ECONOMIC LIFE

A, On standards of living respondent said: ® Q,r
standard of living in the last years in Hungary,
was the lowest possible. AllA what we earnad, and
we did not earn little, my husband and I, was
spent., The fodéd :1tultiun was like this: eveything
could be bought in the shops, but of course, the
price was such that you just could not afford it.
1 givn you an example: three days pay were needed
to buy two pounds of salami, for instance, fha
cloth too was extremely expensive and the
quality very bad, it was the so-called standard
ductd. The good imported materials were simply
eyond our purse. However, a couple of s you
nimpll had to have. For instance, my hu s shoes 4
He pald one month wages for a plit of custom-made |
boots. The standard shoes as purchased in thé state
gtores were of a very inferior quality. v/

" Regarding the hous situation.’ People who lived
in old and controlled rent apartments were quite
well off. But for instance, I give you our case:
we found a bombed out apartment for which we paid
sixty thousand forivilixtean thousand of this you
had to put down in cash, obhemi®you received #rest & the
dicr a fiftn;n va:rs Lgiz f:gm tE; h:nk. We had amount,
to pay 280 for. insta entfer the loan|dfd every e
three months another 280 for the Interests, Never- ety
theless, the apartment belenged to the state, whom
1 ha®e to payé8 for, rent every month and thil
apartment would neyer have become my own prugﬁrtyﬂ
spl ite that I paid for it. The only rights :
qui:nd that I was able to have one room more
than generally we would have been entitled to have,
Then, as long as I have not paid swtr the amount of
the loan in ull, the authorities could not throw
me out of the apartment. So you see this was a
wonderful arrsngement for the state !

'I considered theater ot opera the greatest luxury
while in Hungary, because if you wanted to attend
an opera or thsater formance you hayps to save
it on your food. Of food, clothing and housing, it
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was clothing that caused us the §reatest difificulties.

0] .
Our standard of living has only/dropped ever since the

communistd regime. We.missed ove ing really, because
we jwsi were able to afford the bare nncnnitiuﬂnm.y.”

"In 1953 for about six months and now at the second half
of 1956, the situation in Hungary has improved a little
bit., Qur living standazd however was the highest in
1948 at the time when the Zmxét forint had a good
pu:chuinsh ;lﬁu.ﬂ '

c

[
Familles/lived bettar than any others were mostly
families of the party's secretaries, then for instance,
truckdrivers who were able to steal quite a let from
the trucks and the goeds t.hswn dalivexing, they
et s e npros Burios o it bt A,

a & developped dur communist req ¢« peeple
usad to say:® it's no sin stealing from the communists®
After all we m&l 60 budlL’ii:hut we have to supplement
our income// Alsothere was a kind of a hatred which made
people work and annoy the regime wherever and whan-
evar y couldJ Raxxihexsxkxamuiyxien

&l'hn reagons for the extremely lew Hungarian standard of
living during the last eight y ars ave mostly due, first
of all to the fact that Rus.ians have taken out
everything from the country. Afbossedi y were treating
the other satellites on what they have taken away from
us: Production has tremendou ly incressed but results
were nil . Bverything was taken out of the wountry, !

" Furtharmore all factories were operating with a great
deficit, The government tried to make up this by the
compulsory gusc::.lptiun of |(5Fees 8; but this din't
help much. Furthermore thef communist regime had such
a bugs administration and so many personnel was needed
for them that this peeple who did not da any productive
work were of course living of the country, ax Then
evexryt that was produced in Hungary was sald to the
Soviet Union at Zha much lowes¥ prica than the productien
cost. For instance, anything you produced for axport,
Xhakt let us say ; the mxmsluz xeaxtad production's
cost amounted to 20 forints it was sold for 10 )/

B, Regaxding 5ubja:t's inveme in Hungary during the past
ten years sha gave the following detailsd'my unnth{)mp
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wages were from 900 to 950 forints. One and a half
per cent of this salary that is 12 forints I had to
rr for trade~union fees, forty forints per month
or peace loan and three cent of the wages were
deducted for old age péns and sick insurance.
I received on hand about seven huhdesed eighty foxlints
month, depending of the hours I have worked.
basic salary was only 688 630 but thews plus were
overtime and alaeo commission I received on
the tickets sold on the buses, After every hundred
forints income 1 received three and a half fiklixx
fikler-4ime The price of a ticket was onefjlorint,
the transfer was one fifty. The ssssdiziandmixinzama
standard daily income on my bus was usually between
BOOA forints and 900. I did not receive any i‘mﬂ.ﬁ
allowance. This was only given after the second child
and we had only one,! ' ' !

"1 could not have any secandary source of income

because it was strictly prohibited and undexr penalty

. to have two jobas. Bealdes my husband was also working -

He was a driver of the bus company and he received
1300 florints month, but of course, since his
salary was hig -r.thu.nu“}gw deductions were aleo

“higher,

"I did not get any wage increase over the last five

years, Howeverp we received the uniforms from the company.
We received two, one summer and one winter uniform:

which had to last for two years. We had long slacks

and one skirt, The skirt however was supposed to last

for four years, They were made of extremely thick

and heavy material. We also received a palr of high

boots every year, ona—psi=: We had to see to the cleaning

- but the reé were done in a special xepair shop.

In the hag ning we had to wear flat hats like the

soldiers did, later on however, due to many complaints 1/,
they were much to heavy, we were allowed to wear the

Swiss bwret. I Bad to carry-the conductor’s bag fer

the tickets and the money, this weighed L6 pounds,

you can imagine add to this all the swmall change

I carried,this was quite some job.” .

C. ©On prices, quality of goods sha said you gould
buy in Hungary respondent said: */Mostly bought at V wi
the State's stoxes, because we couln't afford to buy
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elsewhare. ?arg“:uLdu- we 'want to buy food at the
frea ets, but these were far away. The so-called
maszek & were axtramely expengive and we just
couldn't afford it, Of ¢ourse the ‘shops and delicatessen
shops etc., in r city were always more ex-
nsive. “THEN dresses)k mostly hnah‘l'. for the family
the state stores or c ssion stores, where
you got second hand furniture, elothes and everything
Bat the quality here was ‘of course, quite geed but
more expensive.' In .

"As to the price differences I remember that in 1951
there was a two hundred per cent increase in all
clothing and hundred to red and fifty per cent
increase on the foedumffs. This increase on prices
memainad , “Eleet prices of the food stuffs, of
course,/certain foed.stuffs)wers accord to the
seasBni bowever 4they—wese=Ahe stapple f commodities
shat—rh were state-contxrolled

and wexe 888 ouer-cstemmind such as fat, meat,

sugar flour etc.,” =icAvy

"The retall distributlon in Hungary was not va:inmll
organized because thers was always & shortage some-
thing. Of course, .then at that- the black market
flourished, There was no black market in clothing natu-
rally. There always seemed to he a-boundangy in goods
in Hungary because the sheps and the shopwindows were
full, However, this was just an illusion because nobody
has the money to buy anything, /!

#It was extremaely difficult to get for instance; spare
parts for the automobiles. It was only after a special
state permit that youf were allowod to purchase spare
parts. mmﬁ comodities that were especially short in/

y 1 can y remember that in the last years mostly
the gteel and iron goods were short in supply not the
food atuffs./

" q

Regarding the black market.this was always flourishing

whenever some commecdities mﬁemd the market. But | ¢

it -was very strictliy controlled and /under strict penalty,

Besides the c ist regime.considered iha black market. .

eering the factif person sold the ojwn producte instead M

of surrendering of=couaee., 2
\ < vt
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D. On working conditions raspondent told the following:

"As I said before, I was employed by the sists municipal
bus company as a bus, co tor. OQur work hours were
different®y, depend which part of the day you were
working. I was work in both ghifts. If I worked in
the so-callad morning shift I had to be at four o'clock
a.m. at my job to two o'clock in the afterncon without
a4 break, It din't have any lunch break or such like.
Since we waxm started from the Terminus on time, some-
times if we could make it we had sbout three to four
-ﬁ:t&; ml to smoke & cigarette or have a i{{'.hu %

ve te near to T ug y
those fifteen mlnutusa";lmm‘ﬁ’éﬁﬁhﬁiﬁ 5
Exhadxtaxhandxaxazxthexgazxandxihaxmennyxandxttxeta
R mekianchaxexixmasxiaxtbaxsttyy At two o'clock in the
afternoon, regardless where I was at that time, in the
city, I had to go to the garage and hand ovéer the money
and render accounts. So s usually took me abeut an
hour or an hour and a half. " :

The municipal bus company was run with a military strict-
ness. Xa Any breach of discipline was punished strictly,
We were transferred to a very bad line or you had to go
cleaning the terminals or the buses or 51?15' you were

assigned to wash cars women or men alike. Also if the
cmmllnrs.%u @ we always had controllers in Hun
gary, as you ¢ Jfound anything,we, the bus conductors,

were punished, ebenh for what the passengers did. The
slogan was:"'Dassenger is nlwaﬁ right and the passenger
never lias, goodness, how they did,, & they triedto
get away without paying.®* Ve '

I held this particular job of my oun choice, due te
my extremely bad’background’and after I was releesed

h¥ the AVH. Of course, my husband and myself ware out
i - I o

jobVN 80 we knew that this is place whers they
take gaupla who had a bad cazter! It was a very heavy f'w:;q;*:
work but they needed us. We were working daily nine =
to ten hours, as I said before, without a break. When
I had. the right shift I worked from two: in the, after-
noonitill one o'clock at night. But usually it was
well over two till I got homa. *’

"The relationgd with my W-Mﬂrn was the best vou. could

imagine , because im we auffaredqul- of us. They were
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people of very n—u-:.lal. bae u.'] mean R nays
Ei of vm hefywere lots the intellectua a 4
;lnarl, wyers etc., Of course, as eve

uhura there were unla of plantad party spiea,
Hu didn't even taik te them, ‘

Thu relations with the supardors of cofirse d
of what kind sfipodx they were, £ we had & faw of
the clder school controllers who were decent old hoys,
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These were retained from the old municipal trans-
portation any and these were the real experts
on the job, Then we had a couple of hard CLR LS
c ists of course,; I always dared to give them
mv opinion even so if I rfp risk that I have

te gt and wash carg for a while,"

P&npln am Ln;:d at the technical and mn:hnnlunl

section a y were of course compatent;,—
they had to be,” nt se thefHidge many peop-le
wh i.nunq:-ctm} and were only put there for

polltical reasons.

"'It 1- var'.' difficult to l:Ithlt I wasY satisfled

cause after all it was sheer slavery
llbur Jﬁrﬁﬂrthllill shes my colleagues made it
easler for me. We all worked and tried to keep wp
our ehin up., Those supericrs¥were of the old scheol ® who
praised our work but #ct the communists, All kind
of dipiomas and official pralse was only done-aut  buv&

. to pecple who wers communists' party member or

who were fellow travellers. Even we hid to fulfill
a norm which is ridiculous because after all you
never krhow when and for what reasdn you have more
or less passengers on a particular line,'i

"On the Hungarian vacation health and compensation

ﬂrug:tiﬂ. ‘can say the following:'We had eight

undred employees at that particular section where

I werked and of these twenty grown-ups and sia |
children were ‘taken for a vacatlon during the- |

- last year. Evexrything was scheduled anunrding to

your cader and on the trade-~union recommendation. |
It was always the political point of view that |
was considered mainly and never the social one, |
In paper their vacation pregram was-a good one |
but of course it.didn't work out in practice. ' |

The health insurance was -pretty geod, but en the |
other hand, the dactexs weze pressed and told

not to make recommendatiocns for hespitalization, |
50 you were half dead by the time ware able
to get a goom Jin & hospital. yoars U A
service you recelved sixty fiuva per cent p after
two years service sevanty flve plr cant of your
pay, even while you were sick, "

A




74 - F

33/X

The compensation or pension programs were ex-

tremely bad, A sixty five year old man for

instance, received, three hundred eighty ferins
r mntl":, which is just eocugh met te die of
unger," 3 -

E. Regarding where she would habe prefarred to
live in ary, respondent said:/4I always
preferred life in the ceuntry, because I
think it's much better: there, also the political
ressure is much less nxnn% there, For the '
ocd situation teo, maybe. The standard of .
Living howaver, is always higher:in the oities, "

When collectivization was, first intreduced in
HUngary I was convinced thet. this could not
woerk out at all. The colkactivization &s earried
out in Hung was completely anb-:lun thay
wsed terrorist me 8, in my opinien it was
the poor and the middle class peasant that
cbjected mostly to collectdviasatien, begause the
rl..n.t;;:.kuhku didn®t even dare to open their
mouth,'

1 have heard of colleetivs. being disalved first

in 1953 ufder prime minister Nagy snd—tbe

!nd then in 1956 st the time of the rewolutiocn.

he reascns sy for the difolutiens were really
quite evident, nobody liked them, =~ rNCCOULLCCTIvES "
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THE POLITICAL LIFE,

i . .

A. DBRRSE®1948 for a very short time 1 worked in

the Hunearian peasant.party’ s offices; ag a file

clerk, but I never cared very much politics, VT ronR
fnu;;mﬂi:iﬁiﬁl was quite young and I was never a

party member, However, the Christian Democratic

Earty wes the one I thought to be the hakiazx best
acause it fought for a democratic’ but Christian

pollicy and did not go to the extremes.:

'fha communist party before 1948 was in such a

idnority that nobody really much cared for them
and nobody took them sariocusly.” '

Iﬂﬁ’thl Sela Kulin and the firts communish In Hungary

in 1916 and 19, my father told me quite a lot about, !’
¥ o .

_ ¥ . . . oot _
ity opinion of the commpnist party only @ worgb.,

8. On the communist party membeare respondent sald;
“To my, mlnd there are three different kinds of
communist party members, first of all they are the
crooks who for money and position are willing to do
evarything, Second are the-idealistd/ communists
whol however, are.not smadt epough and have not the
brain to find out what®s hiding behind this, and
then thizdly are those who became cﬁmmunitttﬁnrtv
WEEh'IE because they were §earing to lohge their
Jobs,"

Regarding the attitudes of thess party members the

numbexr one type of course balieved in the party
because they wanted to remain on top. The second type
the ldealists they always belived in it in the be-
ginning and later on éven if thev were desillusioned
they somehow didn't care to tell themselves how
deceived they were, Now thay have to hmaml with the
wolves and the third kind of party member of course,
was just a party member and that was all,Z didn‘t
belleve them and X didn't indulge in any partg's
activity either
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Hﬂgardinﬂ party1i-pnlif§llt changes during the
last elght years, respondent said: the Hgngﬂrian
communist Party underwent many changes, ‘he
darkest times of communlist regime were in 1952
19533 it is very difficslt to describe what was
going on at that time.

“"Then came the prime minister HagI in 1953 who
after 8talin's death has reshuffled the government
This was the time when everybody was exercising
fﬂlf-GIitiﬂiEm. That went on for about six months.

hen Malenkoff was dismissed and the reins wera
tightenjsgain. In 1956 at spring we experienced
then a more looser control and more tolerance,
from the communist party.”

" However, every change that came about in the
Hungarian communist party was due to the changes
in the Soviet Union, A Hunoarian communist was
never allowed to think or act independently. '/

!
They were always'"ic"¥Al fights in the party, for
instance between Bakosmzy and Hagy, then there was
the® AV ™ case and these differencies were known
all over the country., There Wed“no secrets that
the did not seep out somehow from these party
meetings.'

”Ragardinﬂ party moral the situation was like this;

it was the party who was dissatisfied with the
members mostly, because the party mepbers did not
dare to voice openly their opinion. "here were many
who tried to do so, I am referring here to Kethly,
liraly,%adar. but they were put ing prison, of
course.

Respondents opinion on the top leaders of the com-
munist party summed down to is:" theee are thom-
oughly evil, diabolic Eaupla who never even think

of the interests of the country, they only promid-ote
their own interest, their own position. I believe

that thepe are men with lots of brains and therefos

I do not think that they don*t know what they are
doing and I do not believe that they think thaz

what they do is right, so this all proves that

they are rotten toc the coxgd. I also believe that
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THESE
since most of tdkh top Hungarian communiszt leaders
were in Immigration for twantz years in Hussia,
there 1s & kind of a hatred that still boiles up
in them and keeps them on thes top. The Hungarian
top communlsts are scared from the Russians and
are thelr puppets. Their collectiva aim is to
subjugate xhe Hungary completely and put her
under the|Joug of the communist regime. | o i1z

I do not belisve)as 1 sgid.that these top
communists had any convictions, at least very
few of them can possibly have. I am sure,Howsver
that the top wigs have none. I am also sure that
they are scared to death because sémee being

emart¥they must EEETFEI.y kno at awaits them " weel
The t kn y  shpu I
gV s Y O i

there is {gurely a difference between the motives
of f£xamkig members and aleo of the landarsgég.

because a member is aizm mestdyl/d member COri
for Mﬁum 4

job and the others, the to
= scommunists, on the other hand yam used#to 3chiavaﬂi ha vilasst
am,

their eims, they are crooks, all of t means
When asked what she thought should be done with the
Hungarian top communists when Hungary is independent

she said: " I have experienced all kind of different
tortures at the AVH prisonsgo I wish them that they
should undergo the same experiences, that all."

C. When asked whether ot not there was any opposition
to the communist government before the ravolution,
regpondant said:'there certainly was. The workers

always tried to slow down or to sabotage, for instance
in production and also by their behavior,party

meetings were not attenddd etc,, I can Eiva you

8@ good axample how we tried to oppose the communist
governmsnt. We were damaging the cars whenever we

could, For instance, if we were too tired and fagged

out, my husband slabhed the rubber hose which carried

the fuel from the tank to the motor with his knife,

then he rung up the repair shop. The man came out,

they had a nice long talk, after an hour or so the

garage Y=Hesd saldiwell we better get on to work, .
then he repaired it and so we had 3 nice time of resting.
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' Also whenever there was a big demonstration plannad
by the party or the government all of a sudden the

cars all were out of order." Of course it was

always the mechanics and the drivers who cooperated

in this,)’

by

People in factorles always worked with very littls
enthusiasm and just a&s much as they really had to. w11y 1

f course Ehe asanis also sabotaged tha in -héd/viay.

or ins urrenderud =8i%tReir products.s they hid

"1t was a well known fact also that many seconds w=e e Foury
Aoaowg Sems=eul for the goods that were produced for the-
axgnrt. and this was an extreme set-back for the
ogsrnment because they lost #m foreign currency.
or instance, the Gamz factory produced lgﬁggptiuaa
for England. Fasa #lso #we sewing machinesiproduced | were
atcsepeL.  for the export.amd f#bout 50 per cent
of the export goods wers rejected by the respective
purchasers for haingngxﬁgg;tha contracted quality, M

ependiéng on the different Wpianasd accord
mood of the nation , sqlto sfy. The most“®Buc
behavlior we have seem in 1935 and 56 when s people
somehow got more impertinent and were no mere fearim
reppisals to such an extent as before.v

]‘II -
Iha opposition behavior of kind was alwn:g
the |f plants and

“"hen asked what she knew of the activities of Intelésc-
tuals respondent said: " In the last twe years we
have hzard and seen that the writers started to write

more freely and free from politics, I think that the
way for the revolution was pagddkaifby the writers fp&vad
and by the outspoken Petofikér members,

1 heard about the Petofikor at _first in the end of
1955 or very beginning of 56, Some of my friends and

acquaintances from the University have told us about
those meetings.’

”In my opinion ¥t thase intesllectuals have Bust formu-
lated tﬁa ideas everyone had. It was also the intellec -
tuals who were expert in this who brought up the urapium
grnblam in Hungary. Nobody in Hungary before that did

now anything about it. Thess mines represent a tre=
mendous wealth for the natlon and nobody heard of ieTWEM »
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il JFLH'::}_
To my mind the intellectuals were the _spire head of
the revolution. I also believed this is due to the
fact that beesmee-during the last twelve years of
opression these intsllectuals were very practical
and down to sarth people. On the other hand I do
hot know whatiydo mean byd asking what I think of
the intellectuals in general. Of the other intel-
lectuals as a class I hold a very high opinion
because sEmk- during the last twelfe years I have
seen how well they had stood their ground despite
all oppression and drawbacks.'’
writers

jiﬂhen asked why the rayakiias and intellectuals stood
uﬁ against the regime , respondent said;VAfger all
this is very understandable th&sgaxiters havebeen
oppressed and where does a write stand if era is
noe freedom of thought and freedom of press.V
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All. THE APPARATUS CF POWER

- A. On the AVH respondent had the followina to s5ay:
" Tha officials of the AVH were sadistic pexrverts
who for money)were willing to do practicall BVery=

= thing., In fac ey snjoyed i doing so., Othars who

did not "question" were the more decent. Then thaore
was aleo a third categnri, the AVH FLE And Darme pas

U‘“ . mostly young psople of military age who were dra<ted

Ly into this odious\EEE. Of course, $among these you
- ecould find some of the most horrible type but as a
"di xzule the not haveboen|members of the AVH. V whwt 70 3,-

It was also quite amazing io see that about seventy
per cent of the AVH top officials were Jews.'
When asked about wether herself piher family, has

I,i:m'mn. in prison or arrested etc., respondent saids
Ynyself I :Eant thirty three days at the Avh prison
at Szombathely and then I served my sentence ©ne

Xear at Marianostra. My father was held at the
Andrassy street 60 and subsaquentlz intarned at
“fkistarcsa for nine months, slster was imprisoned
ford elghteen months and my husband in 1945, two
months by the Russian GPU, My brother again three
weeks at the AVH prison at Szombathely, H¥ ferime"
wag forfailing to tha denounde a friend of mine who
Jleft for the West. The same was held acgainst my
father., My—methwy, My sister on the othar hand WES
put in prison for an article that her husband,hac
written in a newspaper R SR (T re critic)
on the performancs of an actress, so 1t really had
nothing to do with politics, My husband was held

by the Russians for alleged spying and my brother
wes hald because he also toied to escape to the
West, he finally succeded.”

"1 can ive you hexre a short 5ummarI of my experisnces
. with ;En AVH, 1 was*kaptxat the rallroad station of ¥captured by

Gyor,when I went to say good bye to mK friend who them

was trying to go to the West. First they took us

to the AVH head quarters st Gyor, Here 1 was intro-

'ﬂucnd to their methods,they started uslto beat up -

@ were beaten until we became unconscicus, One of

the men,also arrested at the same time,was tied up

and hanged up by his feet., and his soles were beaten.

Another one was also beaten terrifically. The woman,
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1 mean my friend who also was arrested with us.) since

she had admitted immediately that she tried to gn to thaxKeskx
¥55t1-h-uas let off with a couple of slaps in her

a“.rl

After I was nearly unconscious they tbrew me down in

the celdar in a small cell, Hare thay opened the

éewsrs on me and Ehe water reached up breasthigh,

Here I was atandinimgrnm eight in the evening till

one a.,m., At that t ! Igung AVH officer came down

and asked me if I am still alive, Has behav d very ler'T AL'E
decently. Helifted me out of the water)/®o wash m ‘
dress at the lavatory and also ths*f to all of us.,*gave
After the water has been let off he took us back to

the cell., However he implored us not to tell an body '
that he was decent with us and took us out of the cell.

Next day he told the other AVH who embarked upon a
néw torture, that he is the one that is going to be
with us because he has somexhims special grudge against
us, so we ware all herded off to another room. Here
again he told us that he used this trick in order to
get us away from those beasts and he was extremely
nice again. He gave us cigarettes and flnally he
managed to mak&é a sort of statement which was not

too derogatory for us. We were then taken in irons

to Szombathely to the AVH prison, Here of course,

the report of the Gyor AVH was not accepted and

the whole procedurs started a§nln anew. There was

a manVeverybody called the'colonel with the pipe,’’
and then another one'Rudy the Lieutenant! These

two were the most sadistic beasts I have ever seen.
For thirty days every day and night we were wakened
up and taken to the offices and hered without any
interrogation or questions asked,we were just beaten
uﬁ and that was all. And this was the rsgular routine,
they worked on eveyy Prisoner, ever;ndaﬁ. The colonel
and that liesutenant usually worked shirt sleeves
and by thes end of these procedures, usually swi@t was
streaming down their faces. All my top teeth were
knocked out by that lisutenant and he used oregdelo—
probably se=as not to leave open scars gloves over

an iron,(what we call boxer) a—lcind—etatrimen. .. ...
ring pulled on your fingers ; fingers of my right
hand wera also broken and they also Tamslnt oo 0 -
tingulsh their burning cigarettes ai@;g-my RxmE lower
arms, 2

R e e
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Fih&y were all and out that I should
confess for having spied €or the US which was of course
ridiculous, This was at the time 1949 Tabruary when
the new AVH wag set 2E and problably thase people ~
they wanted to earn their #3.1 also got pneumonia ﬁ;ggi_;a
and pleures®® while at the prison-I really don't
know how I survived it, I could tell you vers much
about other kind of torture methods, these animals
have used, There was a young woman with us, who
had a small baby whom she nursed. The baby was teken
from her and of course she run a high temperature,
Feor woman was in agony and was iﬁgluring them to
give 't & ‘- Oeatled compresses or the baby back| She
was not aldowed ¥ any mﬁgrivilagas, " Fid® puniR 1 A G

i =
JAnuthﬂ:: woman died there among us in the celkl. She
was a fifty five years old peasant woman, who was
Wwiis - charged to have stolen|some Jewish immigrants who

fled the country, The AVH ware especial y out for
jewelry because thoy received a percentage of every-
thing they could get hoid of. this poor woman was
kept for six weeks on the floor. She couddii*aven
sleep cn a coat. She was beaten to unconciousnass
and when we saw her body in the cell it looked like
if someone would have used 3 huge pitchfork on her
body, small bits of flesh were just torn off. Her
whole breast and underneath her armpits were covers
of scaprs, results of clgarsttes extinguished thars.
she died there in our cell, ”

Then I was taken back to Szombathely again where the
so-called peoples' attorney handled our case. I was
given a one year sentence. ‘The judge was a very nice
old men who fought for my sentence with the lawyer
who=wes-ordered by the communist party to defend me,
and he of course wanted a much hsavier sentence. »
Then I spent three weeks at the sestVCounty court 1557
and from there I was transferred te Marianostra where

I served my sentence, /!

”Thﬂ guards here were women and many of the former
E:isnn dttendants who were nuns were with us together
prison. These women/ were even worse than the men,
They were also mostly jsadistically inclined prostlitutes.
The commander, z mﬂju; of the whole prison herfgwas a

{-
buﬁnbb
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former cook, Mrg.Nagh., At first we were aldowed

to work in the fields with the regular field workers

but later on the political prisoners were not

allowed to do out~door work., Then we worked in the

dolls factory which was set up in the prisen. In

between howevar, for four months we were not allowed

to work. It was just a special punishment and I

i§§ t?}l you this was the worst period of my prison
EI

ir if sh th@se AVH ti= should be given the
sam@ treatment what they gave to me and all ths
othar victins, These AVH people were taught to use
the Middle-fege and Chinese torture methods and
really I have heard of most appalling cases which
1 do not like even to repeat here.”

When asked her feelings about T:ﬂ:la: police compared
with the AVH, respondent said:”ths difference is

hegaven and earth, These people were decent even

thnuEh rough and tough co Woys, but the majorit

of them was )™z fficere of course, were [ Ti.=
carefully screened by the government and they were

fellow travellers of the regime, The ranks however
certainly not.”

(
IRagarding the regular police 5yatnma afficlency , ths

has great1¥ deteriorated during the communist regime
because before the war, for instance, police officer

had to have a University degree. Nowadays, of course,
all this is abolished, they are iﬁﬁffiE%EﬁtmLTEEEEy.'!
Since they were also extrsmely badly pald it was

easy to corrupt them and they were open to bribas.

buring the revolution I have seaen for myself how

the regular police behaved. I have fought with man;E
policemen at the Corvin Koz and also at the Szena: R
In the very first two days of the revolution thay

were showing a passive attitude and hut never msturne
their weapons against us. Later on they fought with

us; whole-heartaedly.

(I wanted to find out to what an extent subject adso
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fought dur the se days and she disclosed that

she had a|[Rsmmygun and a pistol. The ﬁistul Was

in her pocket, day and night because herself and her
husband, as she said, wesw decided that should they
ke qaﬂiured they first would kill themselves.ame-
she thin also told me how easy it was after a while
to operate tham this# machineguny against those
hatred enemies,

B. On the Hungarian courts, respondent said: thet
courts, as far as she heard, before 1945 had worked
@8 strictly according to the law and were absolutely
Impartial,

About the people's couris she knew they were set up
in 1945 so as to deal withthe so@called war criminals,
In the very beginning this is what they did. However,
responcent saidthat xm later on they were dealing

with the so-called political crimpgainls

Respondent was of the opinion t the war criminals
were not actually guilty e ternational point

of view, because for instance, an officer cannot be
blamed if he carries out the orders,ams the orders

of somebody to whom he has sworn allegtancﬂ. She
thought that thse fentanﬂan wera not just and mentioned
specifically Im:ﬂ and Bardossy,

D. When asked whether she balisves that the Hungarian
feelings about the Hussi;u army are due to the evehts
ot 1848, respondent said.”This is not true, because

at that time even though the Hussians atsacked

Hungary at Vilagos when the Hungarian army put ghs
down tha arms Hussian generalgr behaved like 3
gentleman. Besides I do not think that the people
aapaciallimtha unintelligent ocnes _ aven knew that

at thaf tIi 2 E§I:Eg¥ we igught the Hussia?s. The
unpopularaty o Russian troops was on dus

to thelr behavior in 1945, when they s0 to I R ARE D
sey the whole country and looted and committed

crual acts, ¢

" Before the Russians came to Hungary we already
fearad them because their bad reputation wes spread
all over Surope,"

' And we were qulte Jjustified becsuse the very first
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day thaI have robbed us of everything we had. On
the whole the Ryssian army behaved disgracefully.”

Ity opinion has changed in a way toward the Russian
army because later on those who came as occupation
troops, I mean amona those, you could fird decent
kind hearted peasant boysg and I thought that the
Hussian people itsself & rather stupid but kind
hearted people., Wue to this fact they are very
easily led astray., Of course, also what we have
seen &k the first troops that sntered the country
were always more or less drunk, T believe it was
the policy of the military leadership to keep

them in a kind of HA2Fand make them fierce. !

we were not able to learn very much about Russian
soldiers on the other hand because there was very
little fraternization going on.sekwne "

Ragardin% the attitude of Russian soldiers during
the revelution, respondent said: ‘bhat I have seen
was tlat the Russians were very reluctant to fight
Many tanks surrendered to the Hungarians
freedom-fighters. fly husband who speaks fluent
Huselan talked very often with them and they always
told him that they were told they are fighting
fascists, but they can see for themsslves that
the people is fighting, The second troop’ frem after
4th of November, came from Rumania. These were
said to bs send on mandguvras only and were sghfked
to see that we sre using ansshelzs against tham,
Myself I had seen four tanks to surrender on the
Gallert square and hoist the Hungarian flag."

!
'T also have sean myself on the Korter, on the other
hand that Tﬂabf.a:ﬁ.hapf? Russians were firing rounds o=
shofts into the population who weme-queued e&f/Tor V—iie
bread. Here we had forteen dead faﬁagﬁday and twenty
casualtiss, I know the number because I was myself
carrled them cs=mm back to the first aid stations.”

HIJ
E. Regarding the local government,officials/would
be willing to forget the rules and help people
in troubls, respondent said:'Of course, this is
true and these people were mostly the civil servants
of the old regims, wholere ever xaz able to help people



P4 =4 F

a5/ x11

in trouble, mostly just because they wanted 3o be

decent. It was usually regarding the new law on wik

working zamdifiams c wnich thez tried to V. ommiy, pue
get arcund. Sg5 of course thepEwere again some of

the new tegime, these employses openly accepted

bribes. However, if found out wera put in

priﬁ““f{f___________:J NXAXEMRE

Fe "As a rule officlals in tha state offices were
alweys open to bribe because they were extremely
badiy paid, But it was well known that at the
local Yown Halls and housing autherity offices
bribery was going on whole-scale. Also pessearel-PC R SoMAL
connections were prety usefull and last but not
least party connections, Everybady was trying

to get around things as she or he could.Then
also as I said before, if found out,prison was
the answer. On the whole in Hungary except for
the traffic fines which had to be paid in cash
all other penalties were prison.V

G. BRespondant thought that she could not giva
any cpinion regarding the competence and effi-
ciency of the people who hold power iIn communist
Hungary more than she had done already before,
in different chapters of this interview.
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ASSESSHENTS OF FUTURE PROSPECTS FOR HUNGARY

A. When asked what she thought what 1s qoing to
happen in Hungary in the future, respondent said:
I see a very bleak future for Hungary, uiless the
western powers/jwémimtcompletely their policy.
Hungary will now never be able on her own to get
rid of Russia#®. Of course, what I Jesss would like
to see,is that Hungary be liberated by the Western
powers and Hussla be chased out of this hemisphere .
At the time of the events in Hungary the whole
world was againat Russia and the Western world

has missed this unique opportunuty, “nd woes to
America when the time comes when China and the
“ast, together with Russia will rise.”

" Within Hungary I am sure there will be further

resistance, a kind of passive resistance, of this
I am quite sure. Cutside Hun arﬁ on the other hand
I do not expect any action ﬂth g part of the West
b;;ausa they do not seem to want to put up any
effort.”

Poland 'S type solution would be in Hungary maybe
better than anything but on the other hand I do not
believe that such a solution cab ke permaznent,
becausz a compromise as spacialli with the Russians
will never last, and with communism you can’t
identify yourself and neither can we accept whole-
heartedly Tito or Gomulka. "

I think I speak for the majority of the Hungarians,
that the whole solutlod in turope can only be new
solved by means of war, At the time of the Hungaria
revolution it would have been different, but now
this opportunity having bsen missed war is the only
answer, The Hungarians are so emhitiared that I am
sure they would be willing to sacrifice their lives
even sntgﬁ not te live under the communist regime, "

|

"I am therefore convinced that war is inevitable and

maybe it may come whamxms within not too long time.
It all depends on the situation in the Middla-East
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%o my belisf.'

%ny other means other than war £§ would be anglutaly
we

nﬂffa?tinggalns the Soviet Union sade-thés have AS
sean, ‘hay _jusﬂﬂiu.gh_—o{-i—thair sleeves when thald
isg hringing a8 resolution, It is really = disgrace

0

and shame how the UN can tnlergte this and how long
they are going to tolerate it. '

B. HRegarding the prospects for Hungary duting the
lest elght years iﬁat is hew they thought about them,
respondent said: 'In the beginning of the communist
regime pecpls were very hugefulj that sooner eor later
war will solve all the problems and Hungary will be
Lliberated, But as time went by and nothing happened
peop.e lost hope and got very apathic, A compromise
will never be effectfulX because as we know, I hope
by now evarybody euehet=8s knowSthat you cannot make
any agreemenf® with tha Russians because they don't
keep it and they are getting round it as they have
done in the case of the Warsaw agreement,
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SOCIAL, FOLITICAL AND ECONOMIC IDEOLOGY

A, Hespondent wanid to see a democratic
republic in independant Hungary,

B. Haespondent believes that Huniarr should

ravert to agriculture because this land has

always been an agricultural land for the reason

that the soll and the climatdis extremely good

for that purpose. Besides she was of the opinion

that 1t is downright foolish to promote heavy

industry for which raw materiasls have to be

imported. Respondent was of the opinion that )

wheat should be grown by Hungar?égggégf] then

thellight industry should be emph and the

heavy Industry abandoned as much as possibls,

The production of Ilndustrizl commodities for

instance which ardmuch better and cheaper ma-

nufactured in Germany should also be abandoned. )
On the other hand in the light industry,hhe |
textile Industry shoold be developed and also the '
manufacture of suszysultusel|machinery becauvse V(acAicuiuepl
the whole agriculture in Hungary ought to be

modernized and mechanized.

W§hen asked what gduld be dondwith the national
enterprizes etc., if the communist regime were
overthrown, respondent said:/I think that the
enterprizes shoyld be given back to the original
owners, E::Ept*ghe case of the very large
mammoth enterprizes, such as the ing, the ___
transportations, the powsr statinnspfﬁgnuld (N
remain in the hands of the State, Ihdustry

and commerce must be given back to private
ownershlp.” Sha was of the belief that without
competition trade and quality is no good.

"r_:"ith"

Respondent also hald the belief that the State
farks should remain in the hands of the State,
because they are many things that are prefiitable
only if produced on and by a large estate, and
since the large estate A4s such, cannot be returned
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on the whole to the private ownars, some large
estates must remalin and these state farms would
serve the purpose. Otherwise respondent bdlisved
that the Kolhozes and cooparatives, I mean the
lands of these should be returned to the private
OWNErs.,

Hespondent said: "1 do not believe that the government
should set a maximum limit of land/ people may own
because where is freedom thgan? If somebody is in-
dustrious and can amass a fortune or more land,

let them do so.”

I
|
When asked what specific kind of government, res- |
pondant would like %o see in Hungary,Hespondent sa |
sald;: "I am quite sure I would choose the first kinm
of government kkak that one that garantees the per

cunPRl gannal freedom of the individusl, because without

VLess

freedom ltEE is not worth living, After all skis

kind of government Se=hed-deibia the
sacond one you mention here{during the communist U we MAH
ragime, We did not go without work because we

always could find work but we were oppressed and
could not enjoy our freedom, "

When asked about the outlawing of the communist
party in independent Hungary, respondent mostly
emphatically said:"no "this would be a very silly
thing to do. First of all after twelve years of
communism nobody would want to belong to communlist
party and second I believe that everything that
is pﬁphibitﬂd looks mode tempting and is interest-
ng.

C. As to which kind of international position,
refspondent desired for independent Hungary, she

sald: "I would prefer the Bustrian kind of neutral

ity for Hungary, because after all Austria even seTHILG /7
neutral sheg belongs o the wWestern world and on

the ather hand she is|/¥eft part tofthe westmxm Vo
$axmamuxthan the western Germany is. «

When asked about her idees on relations with the
USRR. East Buropean states, rest of “urope, U.S.
Respondent saldy that she would like teo see a
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military , cultural and economicaliy relation with
all the westerm ~uropean countries and the U.S.
She would like to see cultural and economic ties
with the Eastern European states and with Russia
only comrerclal ties @8 to the extent that ase
profitable for Hungary. ooy i F

Aespondent has heard of the Federation of Danubian
States. She was of the opinion that this federation
from the Hungarilan point of view could not possibly
be very advantageous and also since thers are too
many controvarsies ragarxding the minority problems
between Fungary and Czechoslovackia and Rumania,

respondent doasn't belleve that it could be -thaught—ﬁr?.ma.“_r

sbout. However, respondent was of the opinion that

it would be a solution for the whole Eastern Suropean
hemlnghare and maybe in the long pun it could be
brought about,

flhen asked whether or not respondent finds Hungarys
present boundaries acceptable , she emphatically
sald:"no. As to how she would like to see a territo
rial adjustment to be carried out respondent said
that she 1s of the belief that a plebiscits would
be the most*amfair solution. *just and

Respondent did not seem to be very much concerned
about the \fafith-of Hungarian minorities liv outs
slde of Hungary. She sald:" As far as I havae heard
the Hungarian minorities in Czeckoslovakia, and
Austrla have somehow ajusted themselves to thedr
naw homeland. In Rumania on the other hand, not."

Hespondent however amphasized that from the point
of view Hungarian unity, the problem of the minorities
is rather an important one.
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A, legarding the twentieth party Congress in
Rhruschev®s secret spedch, respondent said:® of
coursz we all havs heard about the party congress
and about Khruschav's speech, However, we did not
know to which extent the Hungarian press has
published this speech, It has carried however
some details.*

whan asked what exactly she heard about the party
Congress and the speoch she said:" as far as we
1 et " were informed the EDP%_party's Gun?rass;tﬂhruscheu
s ; #8 deviated from the{Iine completely, I balieve
%uwevur that this was only to save their faces.
he Hugsian communists have realized that great
many mistakes have occured in the whole set-up
and in their policies, so they had to find a
scape-goat and Stalin was an ideal one since he
died, So the whols thing was te my mind only
Just # theatre, /!

Respondent only hsard about senator McCarthy and
the un-American actlvities committee hut could not
ive any dekails., She did not know and hear about

eron, :

L
Regarding Rawkogy's private life, respondent gaid;"
it has been general knowledge that he lived in
great luxury, This however bBecame known only during
the revolution. e were told that he had an atom.-
proof air rald shelter, which had specially wide
doors adapted to his size. A friesnd of mine has
seen the report of the building contractor who
stated that the exit of this alr-raid shalters
were made according to special specification and

requestedy larger gize ! ; .
RAWOS)

iy father alse told ms that Racxossy came from 3
very good and wealthy family, who had a good
education, It was also knouwn fact that ha was
guarced by tough AVH quards, His alleged wife
was also said to be only & planted ppy. Horvath
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QRYon
Senlor knew Mr-Rakossy and his wife, and he told
the story to his son who than told it to us,that ;
the Russian communist party forced Rakosay to © #ud _=,
marry that Mohgolian woman, Mr Hakssay's sister Onv .= ,’
in law, his brother's wife was aiso fer a time
the managing director of the Welmmanfred orm

rather Rakoszy works,”
Eqﬁ-r,,' s

B, "During the last ten years in Hungary I drew
most of my information from the Hungarian radio
but I knew what to believa of all the news they
broadcastéd Then I also compared it always to
the foreign broadcasts. But here again I formed
my opinion, Then last, but not least, also I
haV® some news by word of mouth, '

"'Of these sources mostiy important to me were of
course, wexa the foreign radio broadcasts. For the
very reason because thui always broadcast news about
which the Hungarian radio very often kept silent. !

C.r News which I ra:eivadqdurd of mouth came
usually from very good friends or colleagues at

the place where I worked. Also we had relatives

in Austria and these people wrote to us very

often, Of course not openly but in s kind of code.'

" The news what we received by word of mouth was
mostly political of wourse and alsof news about
the economy of the country, The news we received
from our uncle in Austria was always reliable.
However the news we rxecelved by word eof mouth
from pecople at home were sometimes exagerated
but there was always something to 1t/

D. This section being optional and time running
short, I did not press the point ,besides &
r;spundant was a very young girl before and during
the war,

Regarding what Hungar®an newspapers and mng:zinnl.
respondent read during the last ten years Hun-
gary she sald:" I read the Magyar Nemzet very
regularly, and even the other dailles because

I was interested what they are lying. Also I used
them to compare their news with the news received
on the foreign radioe.

Ragandingxihexmaiiabilityxofxihaxtunoas ﬂﬂgﬁﬂgiﬁﬂﬁ

sincpisdSxysienridxnotxboiiowexaxwerins xiy
Loddxus,

ﬁnlpnndﬂntxﬂtdxnntxraaduanrxpuhiinatiunxfruuxthn



53/XV

Regarding the reliability of the Hungarian dailies
since 1948 you could not believe a word of what thay

told us,

Respondent did not read any publication from the USSR
or other satellites,

However, respondent and her family read the News
Bulletin which was printed by the American and the
Brit¥lsh legations, They wera supplied by some
friends who went to pick up these bulletins at the
respective legations. Respondent pointed out how
excellent these news bulletins were and how vesy
reliable.

Respondent also disclosed that she and her family
read great many proscribed books which were still
in people’s pussessions, People as a rule did not
ive :E these books. They were only confiscated
rom the public librarles.
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XVI, EXNEHXIX EVENTS OUTSIDE OF HUNGARY

As arding chances of changes inslde Russia,
respondent said:" I do not believe that after what
has happened in Hungary anything possibIV’could
happen in Russia, becauss the Soviet government
will keep the nation in terror so as to kill in
its b i/every movement that might start, Héwever
I still ‘believed that the Russian nation is fed
up with the communist rule. My husband has talked
to many Russian soldiers and mainly those who
already have been stationed in Europe for a longer %xi
time. They had a good eye opener., Mowever these
people, as it was rumored,were generally sent
égtn redoctrination camps when called back to the
\\"iﬂ‘t L'ﬂj-ﬂn a

If Bussia had free elections I think that the
result would be a free republic and the communist
regime would be cverthrown, «

In my opinion the top lsaders of Russia are keeping

their positions only by sheer terror, They are out

for world communism and want to extend their power

to the West too. In my opinion the Russiand leaders
differ only from the Huﬂnrinn communistd leaders

-whese the Russians intend to imposethe world power, /D

world communism, whereas the Hungarlan commus-

tiiiti leaders are just puppets and obey their Russian
masters, '’

B, The relative popularity in Hungary of other natiom
in Eastern Europe was put as follows by respondent:

'' the most popular in Hungary is Poland of course,
because wa have many common things in the past, Polas
was also subjugated by the Russians. Then second most
popular is Eastern Germany because we knew that here
only the leaders wore communists and the paople wepe-942 o
strongly anti-communists. Eastern Germany is followed
by Czeckoslovaklia regarding the popularity becauss
e ehow, at least myself 6 always respected the
geechoslovagks for their culture, Then at the end
of the list comes “¥goslavia, Rumania, and Bulgaria.
Respondent pointed out that the antipathy of the
Hungarians toward Rumania came mostly from the fact
that the Rumanian people were widely disliked in
Hungary, o

Rliﬂllilliigllﬂﬂf!ihllllil*llllhllllflfllﬂ:l*lﬂ’iﬂﬂl




74 « F
P

o=

55/%V1

Raspondent was of the opinion that if free electios
were held in countries, apart from Poland, the
communist regime would tumble everywhere, Maybe
in“jugoslavia and Bulgaria not so much because
theése two natlons are slavicafter all.

Regarding the standards of living respondent was

“'g the opinion that the stahdaxd of living is highest
!

Ja

Eastern Germany followed by Czeckoslivakia,
Hungary and Poland t&% her mind were about wzon
the same level and followed by Rumania and Bulgaria.

C. Hespondent summed up the Polish situation as
follows:" V& my mind Gomulka's government does

mean only a small and wligh*change. ZME Also I #g)ight

believe that the change was supposed to be much
reater but after the events in Hungary the Russians
ave greatly frightened them, Besided I do not

think that the policy of gradualism 1s any good,
aieo I am convinced that in case of a camplete
c¢hange, Gomulka will also have to disappear. I do

not think that Gomulka will be able %o stay in

power for very long. In the long run the Russians

will liguidate him also./

In my opinion events in Poland had a great effact
on the events in Hungary. In fact, I feel that
the Pelish events have caused jto some extent, the
Hungarian revolution, After all we have heard
what has happened in Poznan, »

I have not heard about the changes in freedom of
expression in Poland kszauzsx before Gomulka rdsed pac,.
to power, theyxmexmxwexyximporizmixEnyxmagyxihey
a::!lll anyway they were not so important as in

gary.

I certdgainly would not have preferred the Hungarian
revolution toVtakeva pastjalong Polish lines because | Pa~
after all they Poles did not achieve anythi?g very
important and they did not merit the admiration of

the world as we did. Also, last but not least, they
haven't liguidated so many of her secret police as

we did, L
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D. On Yugoslavia and Tito respogpdent held the follew-
ing opinhion:® I do believe that !ito was the originator
of “f:ﬁi@ﬁl communism, because when && for the first
time rokesr with the mmyyimt Commintern the other
vernmants of Eastern “urope were quite impressed.
ver the Russians pretty soomf saw to it that
this national movement be quelled. I am thinking
now of Rajk in Hungary, I am convinced that st that
time and the top communist big wigs knew
about Rajk'l had contactgwith Tito. However, when
Moscow decided to be against Wugoslavia they needed
ape-goat and Rajk was the one. Regarding Tito,
R:rlunnly I think that he is a smart man but he
& a vary wide conscience so to say. I hsve known |
hi:ngaphan who was the son of Zhis brother comdag |
from"Bunyevac family from the southern parts of |
Hungary. This nephew had a Hungarian mother and |

was a very flerce and good Hungarian, Dur the
'?II; IEand ar he was in the Hunga:iiﬁglir--ﬁﬁz}ld
orce, '

Iqlﬂglrding Tito's relationswith the other East Eu-

ly consc “about peace on cGuntry only. It V Fown 4 5
for this reason that he is such a turncoat. It
is really disgusting to see how he leads the West
nose, 'l

ropean natlions and Russia I think that Tito is
nelaly ConscElee

) wet &

hiu views and attitude wes very well expressed mtin
the speach he held at the turn of the Hungarian .
revolution, It was ty 11::1*?:*&-44 TiTo15T SPELCH
I am sure that he wnufd not have liked to see the
Hungariang revolution = win, because in that case

his national communism in Yugoslavia would also come
to an end; /

|

Regarding Tito's popularity,all I know is that he
was not really popular there. I hava talked to
several people fromugoslavia, He was a very
strong man and ruthless,.:

‘“1 also have heard t the general standaxd of living

was pretty lew in“Jugoslavia, however people were
free to choose thelr jobs, iiun in the fleld of
igrlnulturgﬁ the situation is better, They do not
have the kdholzes there, however I have heard that
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g:atty rastricted there and
also they have many internment camps in;tugu-
slavia.r

E. flﬂeglrd the invasion of the Suex Canal I
can ofily say t from the Hungarian point of
view it was a very unlucky kimdtiming, As to the
Izraelr invasion of Egypt I am sure that this

was not thelr own idea, they must have done it on

She Britfish instigation.”

I do not think that Nasser hadjélght to nationalize
tae canal. s

i
The events in Egypt had a very bad effect on de=

velopments in Hungary during the revolutien,
bac;ulf the Russians had a wonderful excuse 2t
e Uﬂtﬂft to obey orders.

o
F. Regarding living stendard$ in West Germany,
much as I have heard it is extremely high, at
luistﬁ;s what the statistics say.”

I do not ballieve that the Germans are dangerous
and may start another war, and if they would, this
war would only be agalnst the Russians. Of course
it 1s doubtful that after a victorious war to
what an ﬁxtant the Germans wpuld become agressive
or not, *

i

Hag;rding the West German rearmament which is
going on I still believe that they are not yet
ready, othexrwise I am sure, they would have
used the Hungarian revolution to unites their
two parts of the country, I do not know anything
about West Germany's military strenght and the
time of service in the west German army,
However, I hope sincerily that the army will be
strong enough sometime because the German .rmz
will be the only one that will be able to fight
the Ausslans if another wer breaks out,. //

i

Regarding which occupation force was more dis-ias
tasteful to myself I can only say that we were
not pleased with the German occupation force

but the Russians were %k more distasteful smrsz,
The Germans were after all intelligent nqi‘flturad
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Euuplu and never commltted an at:ncit&é%lka the
ussians did. In my opinion most unpopular
occupation force in Hungary was the Russiand one.
The German army was very well ﬂiuciplinanhuth
officers and enlisted men./

EIW (AP
G: Respondent about NATO but could not
explain what it was and its principles, However
she said that thge Warsaw pact was a comedy, which
was slgned on Russlan orders.

Respondent could not give any opinion about the
British labor party,

Regarding the living standard in the following
countries, respondent sald: as far as she thinks
the highest living standard at present is in West
Germany followed by Britain and then Italy. Re-
garding the othexr countries the only guessed that
the living standard in Soviet Russia must be higher
than in Egypt and in Greece,

H, When asked what surprised her particularly
about Americs during her first months here, res-
ondent said:" I was greatly impressed to sea that
areiin the U.S. evly ican has his own car, so
:zin the propaganda we heard on the radio;
still couln't believe until we had seen for
our own eyes how extremely high the living standad
in the U.S. is. On the other hand I was taken
aback to see that the average pa:ﬁ&a hexre in the U.S,
are 1solatlonists and also that verage man in the
street has vtr¥ little culture, even that they Ul « 27
could easily afford it because people have vary
good living, v

I must point out here that the communists take a

much better care of educating their p-uﬁiz el 7 o
thinking now of musicais or literadwiy Wb ha

very good operas and very good concerts. #t the

operas were the kind of popularized versions of

course that®to a tired man, a working man who #*adapted
gol¥ to the opera at-ndght < -\ =2 .eon. 2y w

Regarding what she thought the U.S, should do for
pecpile and natlons the East of Europe,res-
ent sald:® First af all the UN ought to finall

8sue a very strict and strong statement and fonce

EMITRL €

e
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I really cannot understand how they can tolerate
BF Soviet Russi:z' behavior.

W

I do not have a vnr;ngnad opinion of the U,S. foreign
policy altogether, the last couple of g:ars they
made too many /.. -~:%and unfortunately ¢

never did, '

Russians

Regarding the aild the U.S, is willing to glve to
the present Euvurnmlnt of Poland, ugoslavia etc,,
I would not like to aee the U.S, to give this aid
td these countrles, The countries concerned would
certalnly not benefit froem thas aid everything
would only go to Russia and for the' very reason

1 do not think that Hungary should be alded eco-
nomically either,”

r

The American government should not recoanize the
Kadar government as a legal government of Hungary
however I do not think that it would be wise to
break off diplomatic relations,

"I am sure that people ln Hungary would like to £ae

mosi wastern visitors if they would be allowed to
enter the country, because people over there have
bean seeled off from the West for such a lunintima,
that they would be glad to make contacts agaln.|,
If anybody is allowed to enter Hungary then they
ought to be told not to leok at things they are
shown offlcially but go to see for themselves.

They ought to try to get in touch with people

with the man in the street and to find out the

true and authentic situation.

1 alsv believe that prople at home would very

much love %gqrﬂcuive Western books and pericdicals
again, forithe twelve years complete isolation

from the Western lLiterature., If and when the
government is willing to let Western literature

to come into the country, then I believe these
ptblications should be sent to libraries or

Juast to bookstores to be sold, so as te insure

a wide publication,n

I am sure that prople at home .ould be delighted
to know that the Hungarian emigres aré assoclated
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with such activities, It would make a very good
impression on them,

Regarding the U.S. Marshall plan eespondent said:
""the Hungarian communists Ylp!rl talked a great
deal about the all plan but of course since
wa they always the Marshall plan in a very
slanted way, I am unable to tell whyfors the
Marshall plan was originally initiated by the
U.S. I knew that we have been misliid by our
government. I belleve that it must have been in
order to asslst the countries that were ravaged
by war on one side and on the other side, I

also think it must have been quite a good busines
for the U.5. also,

il
Regarding why America became involved in the
Korean war 1 believe it was with the intentien
to stem the Russian expdnsion in the East, ¥

I. Wwhen asked about the UN what the UN could

have done duting the last months of 1956 in
connection with the Hung:rlnn situation, respondent
sald :" had the Un in the very beginning stron-

ly and emphatically emercised its power the Russians
maybe hdwe hédded. I am sure that evan had the

UN sent troops to Hungary the Russians would not
have dared to launch a third world war,’

" I held a very law opinion of the UN effactivensss

[

bow because I see that the whole set—up doesn't
de anything else but talk and the Russiana are
leading the whoele UN by the nosa.'l
A P THE .
The UN should have ~of-blame entirely on
the Rusdéians for the events in Hungazy After all
the genocide has been established ,and as I said.
tefesas UN troops could have baen Sent to Hungary.
Had the UN shown more strength I am sure that
that the other Western powers woudd have also
behaved differfently. /

i

Due to the weak attitude of the UN and non-interfff
ference in the Hungarian situation in tha fall

of 1956,, they have succeeded in killing all hope
and cuni iuence the Hungarians ever had in the UN. 7
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KNOWLEDGE OF AND ATTITUDES TOWARD SELECTED
PERSONALITIES,

A. When asked Whow=tved who in her opinion 1s
the greatest living Hungarian, respondent said:
"I believe Cardinal Mindszenty is the man whe
is the 2raatest Living Hungarian now, not only
as a praést but alsoe as a Hungarian.”

l.
B. Imre Nagy amid has shown during the revolution
that thaxiled despite having besn a communist he
was a good Hungarian primarid¥., He must have
known what £3¥this in store for him because
after all &= for fourty years'lias known the
communists and yet he did not give in, o

I hold a very bad view of L. Rajk. After all
he was thé one who set up the whole AVH. I do
not regret that he was entarmlnatﬂqby his own
beloved communists, "

Erno Gero is the vilest ganster of all.”

Janos Kadar is a puppet who has no wildk of his
own,

General Bela Kiraly.I hold a verv poor epinion

of this man, After all during the revolution

he didn't do a thing, ¥e never heard about

him and besides he also was the A D C. of the
notorious Hungarian nazzi Beregffy. Kiraldis

an opportunist who @lwayscused well all situations
for his own benefit;not like Maleter who with the
role he has assumed during the revolution has
extolled all his errors,

Anne Kathlg even so she aaz: she is a soclal-
democrat she is much too pink for my liking."

When asked what she thinks of President Eisen-
hower, respondent said:" When the President

was elected for the second time we had very great
hopes because being a scldier we thought that

ha will bebvery strong, It was a great EIsaE~
pointment, As a2 man I think everybody likes him, '
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" )
Hucruturvtﬂ:nnril Hammarskjold is a coward 1n
my mind, t's all I can say. "™

Secretary Dulles is a very smart statesman,
nivarthﬂllnl he did make a couple of mistakes
lately,’

Iiguitu admire Eden for stepping down when he
did.,"

i
Of president Truman I cannot say anything., At
: the time when'he was the president of the U,S.
SEr-ed  we were completely seeledoff from the West, V

When asked what opinion she had of fthexfrisad different
politiclans respondent said:" Mikoyan is an

Armenian, He is very smart and I think he is

nét such an all and out communist than the

others, It is always good if there are repre-am
sentatives of some minotity in a government

like Mikoyan because the orities are always
grumbling and this is good, "

Nehry behavaed quite, decently during the time of
the Hungarian crises,”

Of generalissimo Chiang Kai Shek, respondent
sald: unfortunately we have been informed very
little about China and what can I tell about
something I don't know of . "

When asked her ﬁﬁiniun of Ferenz Nagy respondent
said: "don't tal meé about that man. He is

a cowdard, Why d eave Hungary at that time ?
Former president Tildy came to ne harm whatso-
ever, he staged on, why smumdcouldn't he? If a
person 1s a coward he then should not be a poli-
ticlan. Good politiciansmust always be ready

to put up the consequences, ”

"

Fresldent Roosevelt gt that time was a good
President for tha U,5. However he_shaikd shook
hands and was hand in glove with Stalin and
this of course has been something I never can
forglve him. y :
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"Chanunllnr Rdenaver of Germany is a man of high

ualities. He is a very cautious and matter o
act,t?pinllfﬁa:mln poiitician, "

2 2:garding Stalin I do not think that you would

put down dams what I could say about this
gangster, Malenko¥# eventhough that he was the
one who in 1993 was''““ 'wc)d tha rs&ns 1 am quite
glad that he got what he has d@séved now, '/

"I take my hat off to the Generalissime Franco

that for twenty five years was able to maintain
his power in Spain, It must be guite an achieve
ment to keep up the leaderxrship surrounded by
democratic countries.,"

i

‘i have never heard the hame of Bevan.

‘As to Khrushchev I do not think that he is one
inch better than Stalin. In fact he does not

even have the grandeur of Stalin., He is just
a rat.”

thlutnv is a verI intelligent and smat? man,
If I remember well , he was once an officer
in the old Esaristarmy,. -

'I never heard the hame of Ollenauer., Who is he? '

When asked about Churcill respondent became
quite sentimental.”’I loved that old man, she xa
s2ld, He is a genius, has wonderful hrainu

even so He is quite old now., Whenever theref

is some trouble they still take him out of the
methballs . ”
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ATTITUDES TOWAR EXILES AND EXILE ACTIVITIES

A. When asked who first ef all escaped from
Hungar¥ and why respondent sald:"the very first
who left Hungary were the AVH paople who were
scared to death of the consequences., later on
however, when the Russians returned to H ary,
then all those political prisoners for instance
who feared to be taken back and who were liberated
by the revolutionarles left the country, Also
people who had relatives abroad tried to get
out of the country thinking that this is a good
ngpurtunitv to do so. Later on when they saw
that the Hungarian revolution has been quelled
th#h the freedom fighters and anyboedy who took
gnrt in the revelution tried to escape also,
heyewere of course some who ¢ eut for :
adventure only and as always cum of the 'Sviig o=
nation tried to escape.l Amd thinking now of
the regular criminals who were locked up in the
prisons and who escaped in the A~ - ¢« .- of
the revolution.

Most people came from the ¥ransdanubddn part of
Hungary and from the Capital Budapest., .

il
Thnlu were quite a number of those who staved

behind for famfly reagsons. Alse I think that
soma who stayed Eﬂhiﬂd should have come out.
Ztxixxnax I do not apgrﬂva of false herolsm,
After all if you stay behind amexknowing that
you are going to be caught and executed you
don't serve your country, People who did not
take part in the revolution and had nothdng td
fear stayed behind of course, I do admire them
because it needs a great deal of courage and
moral strength to remain in Hungary now. "

"Panplﬁ who stayed bshind have differngt oppinion

of us who left., Some say that we are wards,
because we run away, others are glad that we have
escaped and saved our lives. -

2 Assuming they had a chance to come to the West,

I believe that at least sixty per cent of the
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population in Hungary would remain at home, because
this is about the percent of the peasan and the
Hungarian peasant very seldom leaves his and, /'

B. I have heard of Hungarian exi¥organizations that
have been active in the West duting the last ten
years bu%ag can uni; remember now the Huncarian
ﬂgtlunal uncil, which as dar as X knew had repre-
sentatives in Germany also. As individudls I have
heaxd the bame of Mrg, Varga mentioned on the

foreign radios.

When handed the list respondent had the following
remark:"™ of Mr Nagy I have sald® what I have to
gay. I do not wish to add anything more. v

"Imre Kovacs I know pnrsnnnallx. He was the secretary
ganeral of the peasant party in Hungaxy. I don't like

im very much after all, he left Hungazy togethesr
with Francisy Nahmyx Nagy,’

1 -
I quite admire Otto of Habsbourg ox rath&j_uhlt I
have heard about him, I know him to be a man with
brains and thouroughly democratic young man, How
ever he never willsba able to beceme k g of Hun=
gl;yi This is somethlng of the past, "
elt
"1 Heid vnrysurrﬁiﬁn: Admiral Hethy when he died,
He merited another fate. He after all did evary-
thing what he thought to be the best for the country.
VMY SC He had\one mistake during his lifetime and that
' was that he wanted to make a king out of his son, '
The emlgres who left Hungary before 194% have tried
to do thelr best for Hungary but they had very little
opportunity doing s¢ and alse they had not anough
ropes to pull,

| HI opinien on those who came Later 1ike Nagy and
Cle, you have heard already, "

We did not feel that the former emigres should have
raturned to Hungary the*time of the revolution.” #*at

C: I have not met a:ﬁ Hungarian who escaped to the
West after 1945 and who returned later on,

. O, PeoPle who have left Hungary and are hare in the
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U.S, sy uught to work hard and decently and merit
the esteem of the American people.’

i

People in HMungary of course are very interested
how we the immigrants are living here and how

we are farlng, What they should know however

is that we must tell the degree of freedom every-
body can enjoy here and which is soh#hing quite
unbelievable to us., I for my own person would
also do as—lsali—wfrae my best in erder te show
th:iﬂuariclnn here that we are a credit to our
nation,

[ ——
1 ﬁ#ﬁ*ﬂllika to Join an edile organization but

only if it serves the Hung;rian cause, It should

be an organization who primarily ought to inform

people back home about us here and organization

at the same time ought to give more support to

the new emigres, try to inform them about different
particularities of this country and also to hewe-iiCL o
them to Integrate into this wonderful nation, "

I

This new organization however should not indulge

in politics at all and should be neither rightist
nor leftlet, To my belief all kind of emigres should
participate in is organization, The leadership
should the old emigres because after all they
know bettexr this country, I think that the quite
fresh emlgre should not assume any leading rele.

On the other hand we know much better the situation
back home and could give a great deal ef advice.

I firmly believe that the newest emigres shawid
xuaiianxnndxshaukdxhe must be taught that they

must realize at last that we are her this
country more or less as guests and wé have to
conform to the customs here.’

{
Fﬂlglrding my feelings about the various Hungarian

-
e ]
_—

I

olitical partiss I can say that in 1948 the Small
dder5party was quite good until they didn®t start
ickering. I have not known or heard anything
about partfds in exile,."

Regarding political parties in Huniary during the
revolution I believe that the Petofl party was
quite a sensible set ugﬂ But all together I think
that it was a absolutely idiotic th to do to
start rdviving political parties when we have so

Hayy
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much more to do and befora the final results of the
revolution wers known.*
1 R OVDS
The trecpe that went into exlle previously should
not have returned o Hungary at all,.in orxder to
aiticipata in those rival parties, '‘his is my
elief, "

E. Regarding my plans for ths future I certainly do
want to go back to Hungary and if the situation does
not change there and the communjsts are going to
remain , then only as a visitor when I am an American
cltizen already., But if ths situation changes in
Hungary and mz country will regain her freedom,_then

I certainly shall want to go back tog Hungurx, For the
very same reascn I would always speak Hungarian-with
my boy at home. »
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AUDIENCE REACTION TO RADIO AND LEAFLETS

A. "While in Hungary we always listened te the
volcg of America, Radlo Free Europe, BBC, Madrid
and Ankara, iinca we had a very good radlo we
could get all these stations, Of course the
western radio stations were always jammed more or
less. The least jammed was the BBC, We always
listened to the Hungar#an broadcast akmax offdcisl
stations and quite ragularly. We of course told
everybody what we heard, at least to good friends
and reliable friends and also we always recelived
news from them. We usually llstened the whole
family and also sometimes friends, We always heard
western broadcasts, second hand also, "

i EpdvL &
In the beginning there was risking ~ listening
to these adcasts however not in the last years
oo, In the yegrs from 1950-1953 people were locked
up quite easily for haying listened to forelgn
radio ., Therefore &rI cautious in listenig
to foreign broadcasts and they did so with windows
and doors closed.

[‘We preferred the radio BBC to all other stations.
1 personnaly disliked the program of the radio
Free Furopes because it wasn't ' .~ enough.
BBC in that respeact was far better. Also the BBC?
news was the most reliable and acurate. Radio Free
Eurcope very often broadcast what we call "canards".
in Hungarian, Wg slways had to bolildown the news
what we heard on radio Free “urope.-

' Before the revolution these broadcasts had a tre=-
mendous effect. I quite believe that these broad-
casts have paved the way to the revolution in a
way, However during the revolution the radio Free
Europe did encourage people to hold out and to
é-q ht. But I do not hold the opinion that the

io Free Europe had incited to start the revo~
lution. I was very _much annoyed by the attitude
of the »adic Free urﬂfa bacause after all people
rasponsibde there should have known that there is
no g behind all the promlsee, which.even 1if
they were not open and strailtforward promises,
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1t ‘made ianple believe that hnlgain forthcoming,
Nevertheless everybody during the revelution was
listening to Hgﬂin Free Europe myself included.
BBC after the Suez attack somehow .3 down,
It seemed as if they had some remorses, -

Radlo Free Burope should h{ all means centinue to
broadcast to Hungary, but I beliesve that thaey

should go about it with a little bit more caution.,

I think it would be a good idea to make people talk
over the radio who came out quite rescently and I

am sure that this broadcast would have an appeal

at home. I think that political and econcmical

news should be broadcast but very factually. I even
think that a toned-down anti-communist grnpaglnda

can also be continued. Programs about life in

?istlrn Eurnfa andtﬁrugrnmu about life in the U.S, = -
urther I believe that culturi programs should

also be broadcast but not the ones they did

recently, They should consist of classical

music, not too long programs but good ones, /

B, Respendent has nat heard any FEP legélets
nor about radio Free Europe leaflets. She wass of
the opinion that leaflete dropping has no sense
whatsoever anyway,

D. Respondent was of the opinion that iwmafimk
dxapming western groups who broadcast and,send
leaflets into Hungary have the same aim, They
want to disseminate political propaganda dgainst
communism.
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CHILD REARING AND DISCIPLINE

A. VWhen asked what are the most important
thingﬁ a child should be taught respondent
sald: first of all a child must learn self-
discipline, then honor , love of its home-
land, and also good manners which I have seen
s0 little here, A child must know how to do
its duty towards its new homeland here, but I
ti-nk that at heart my son must remain a good
Hungarian.”

in my uﬁinlun a child must be disciplined.

As to how it should be désciplined it depends
entirely on the child., A mother et father
must know the child well so as to employ the
effective disciplinary methcds, I beliave
that physical punishment if employed with
wisdom is very useful. However as the child
grows ug you must always mors and more rely
olm his brains,

- The treatment for boys and girls should be
different, according to their character.
Boys must be brought up more tougher than
the girls,

i can recall an incident, two,as a matter

of fact, the only two times ih my life when
my father had administered physical punish-
ment to me, I was six and I have stolen ten
pennies from my mother and thdn another in-
cident I was nine and I did net treat my mother
with due respect. So on both occasiops my
father gave me a very good beating. Both

of my parents punished me if it was hecessary,
and the greatest punishment for me was when
my parents xrefused to talk to me when I

was naughty. Also they used to take away

my favourite tngll but alteogether 1 can

say that I was brought up by my parents
mostly very lovingly and they always talked
things over with me.

As @ rule I can say that the mother may-be

has a quicker hand as we say and gives a

Llittle slap very much sooner and quicker

than a father, But in the serious matisrs

it is always the father in the Hungarian prth
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who punishesd the child,

There 1s a great difference regarding the bringln 2
up of children in different munﬂ:nghng Visae, ne

I have seen among the Hungarian peasants the pa-
triarch system is still prevailing, Here the au-
thority of the parents is unquestioned and also

the children of the peasants respect their parents
most. The situation is worse a4 the working class
because the children Neme fmek that*their parentss fear
but don't understand them. Also the working class
parents give a good ¢ siwe to their children much

more often than prople of the intellectual sazt-cia.s
The intellectuals either spoil their children or

they bring them up very well, I must say this, "

| -
1“uring the lasg& ten years &t changes have eccured

regarding the punishment of the children and since
there was no dis:iilina in the schools the parents
had to be much str Eﬁar with their childrea, when
they were at home, Tihe communist regime took good
care to abolish the authority of the educators ,
the gndlgugunu and the erants and so it was very
difficult to bring up ehildren in a decent way. "

Physical punishment as a rule is abandoned for
boys when they are sixteen and girls when th&I
arefd thirteen and feourteecyl Other punishment is
usually abandoned when girls are sixteen and
boys when they are seventeen and eighteen, This
also varies by soclal class as a working class
man for instance beats hies children =3 more
mitire age," EVE VY wop

"As I sald before,communism did bring about changes

in respect because the parental authority has been
abolishedyf Also a child whe has already held a
job and worked for his keep had to be considered
as. a3 grown up individual.

-In my experience I found that children as a rule

Jn Hungary matured more quicker than before and
you could talk all things with them pretty well,

Tguhnlquus of discipline before communism in the
first eight years in school consisted mainly of
Aaner wo. with the boys then making the childran
etand in the corner, sometimes to stay ovem—at

v AT TTE R
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schood, also they had to write a hundred ot two
hundred times down the mistakes for missbehavior
and finally there was alsc tbe reports that the
teacher t e headmaster sent to the parents.
During the communist regime only the reports
remainecd for the teacher. Later on sometimes
however, the teachers did amploy physical
punishment whether it was allowed or not. And
the teachers of the old schools still emp loyed
physical punishment. /'’

When asked what characteristics she valued most
in a friend, respondent sald:" a friend must be
exvrempiy honest, aven If his opinion differs of
mine. "¢ my mind the friendship is something more
holy then love.,”

‘I do not know whether there have been any changes

in friendship under communism c» not,

Pursunlgv myself I make friends very difficulty/
very cautiously and if I make friends with someone
thér. at> remains for a lifetime. I also want 2
friend of mine %o stand by me in all circumstances.

“of what T have seen I can draw the conclusion that

gndur communlsm frledship somehow becamé stronger.
eople who had common sufferings stood by each
other better and more than ever, "

THE END



