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SPECIAL SECTION: INTERVIEWER'S IMPRESSICHE OF SUBJECT

Ag the face sheet and the interview proper indlecabe, tho
respondent's soclal background 1s distincilvely himgh-alges,
kis-etuastien upper c¢lase, his educatlon axtensive and
his professional career of an extremely substantial nature,
The man's career 1s actually very heavy on diplomatiec esx-
perience, and he continues to take himself most seriously
as a professional diplomat couching much of hils uage

in statesmen's lingo and trying, always, to be "dilBlomatic"
on lssues he deems uuntruvarﬂial Ae a rasult, much of the
material in this interview appears to maice out the respond-
ent as an extremely evasive man, The interviewer found it
gulte difficult to determine the em full extent of his
evasiveness - he found it difflcult to when the man
was playing & "sincere" and passlonate role and when he
was belng artful.

This dilemna arope with some polgnancy in the quepotionlng
ahnut the respondent' s getivity durdng the rebellion. He

"acimowledged, with some very slight embarrassment,that he
had not participated in any of the actual fighting and made
a real point of pmaying, on a number of different occaslons,
that he was unable to fight as he had a duty to make the
rounds of all Budapest so as t6 ohserve developmenta. The
respondent's role during the rebelllon and hic description
of 1t pose questions similar to those ralsed by his account
of his decislon to leave Hyngary. He amgperts that he never
wanted to leave, but that e was told hy varioun pollticel
leaders in Hungary that he " had a duty” to enbaric for the
free world and to "tell the Hungarian story",

The respondent's extreme ambivalence 1ls alsoc evident in
his attitudes toward class and class-congeloueness. Un the
one hand, he resisted, consistently, all questisning which
pought to probe for class differences in Hungary, respond-
ing always that Commumlsm hit gll the soclal groups in Hun-
gary with equal force, thm® all responded simdilarly wlth
Eﬁual intensity, and that if Commmism has yielded the
H'ngarian people any proflt, 1t 1s that class barriers and

antagonisms have been obliterated as a result of the pecdde's

need to oppose the regime In unity.

On the other hand, fthe respondent has a great deal of
cbvious pride in his owun socizal origins and still slinga,
perhaps a little desparately, to the elegance in whileh he
grew up and, to some extent, was ev-- able to maintain
even during the Communist years. 'Thether this amounts to
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. elags asnobbery 1s, of course, waey difficult To say,

One final observation: the respondent ls an extraordi-
narily egocentric man. Especially where his attitudes |
toward political developemnts and phenomena were sought, he
frequently put his ancwers in terms of personal experience,
noting, for inetance, that he had high ccntacts who sup---
plied him with "inside" information on peolitical affairs and
pointing out a 1ittle pompously, that he had access to |
materials net avallable to the general publie. It should |
be notedyl, however, that this was probably not sham, The
respondatt was an extremely well informed man in Hungary, |
having regular access to most Wgstern publications, includ- .
i ing the New York Times, Manchester Guardian, ete.TH us,
while hie self-picture may be one of exaggerated =sieeom,
the respondnetn's own reportage should not be dlscounted
g on that account alone.
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A. Under this heading, the rspondent was less concerned

with the substance of the message to ba carried to the Amer-
icans people than he waes with the presentation of lt. As things
stand, the respondent says, Americans have become 'fed up"
with news about Hyngary, Americans already have a basic lmow-
ledge of the rebellion, even tho they don'f imow the real mo-
tives behind it. Because they have no feeling for the re-
bellion, Americane are "aeven bored" with the newspaper storles.
They feel that "those Hungarians are making too much trouble.”
The respondent ffels tha t the Hungarlan story should be pre-
sented in dramatic form. He suggeste that a fllm he made of
the events in Hungary. He sald t 2 novel of the rebellion
would help Americans to understand the H lan people and
the motlves behind theilr actions, He feels that "the history
of the rebellion should be sublimated in something like a
novel,”" One possibility in writing up the rebellion, the
respondent slad, would be to wribte a book or scrsen play
involving several fictional Hyngarisn cheracters who would be
compoaites of real people, The reppondent plans to write and
willl attempt to publish such a2 book durdng the next three Lo
four months, He repeatedly stresses the Importance of readh-
ing the man in the street in the free world,
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11, Under thbhs headings, the reapondent was less concerned
witlh the subatance of the nessage to be carrled to the Amer-
ican peeple than he was with the sentation of it. A=zt hings
etand, the respondent syas, Amerlicans have bacome "fed up"

with news about Hungary. Amerlozns slready have basle know-
ledge of the rebelion, sven tho they don't know the resl mo-
tives behind 1t. Decuass they have no feeling for the rs-
ballion, Americans are "even bored with the newspaper stories.
They feel that "™ thosa Hunpgarians are making so much trouble”.
The respondent feels that the Hungarian story should be pre-

. sented in dramatic form. He supgests that & Cllm be, made of
the events In Hunpary, He sald that a novel of the rebellion
would help Amerlcans %n underatand the Hungarlan people and

’ the motives behind their mctions. He feela that "the history
of the rebellion should be sublimated in something like a
novel”. Ons poaalbllity 4in writing up the rebellion, the
respondent sald, would be to write a book o a screen play
involving several fiotlonal Hungerlen characters who would be
compoaltes of real people, The respondet plans to write and
will attempt to publish such a book during ths next three to
four months. He repsatedly stressed the Importance of reach-
ing the man in the atreet in ths free world.,

ITI. A. Before Oct, 23, the respondent ssid he was "enti-
cilpating some kind of actlon. I weas one of tha few who felt
the reverberatlons in the alr."

On Oet. 19, respéndent says he met with a group of lawyers,

17 lawysra. The respondent made & "forsipn affairs" report

to the proup and asserted that some kind of uphsaval was about
to occur in Hungary. He ¥¢ reports that he said, " I don't

want any bloody uprising, but & revolutlion will coms.” Re-

spondent then sald somewhat critically, "only two ocut of
severtesn belleved me."

. "At midnight on the 22, I returned home and told my mother,
"Now, I expect a revelution.” The respondent assid that he
based this statement on two things - the voting of the 16

- points by the Budapest atudents and on a psrsonal contact,
The respondent's description of that contact Lls rather typi-

~ cal. Hergpbounted, rather elaborately, how he had a friend

in ons of the miniatrlnu with direct wlres g% Fuu
other minlstries and how this friend, like many others, wes
frequently sble to give him "inside" information,
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he had
On the alfternoon of Ogt. 23, ag, on the alfternoon cf the 22,
the respondent continued his Ardblic lessons in Budappest
university. However, on the evening of Oct, 23, the responent
says that he made anextenaive survepy trip of all of Budapest,
by traln, by subway and on fook, in order to assoss ths slt-
uatlon in Budapeat.

On the 23, his Arabic professor asked him for a resume of de-

velopments in the city. The professor, sged 70, thersupon

went out into the streeta to joln the demonstrations. He

even foupht with & younpg man who, allepedly, sald that Ruassia

had not been axplelting lHungary. During the esarly evening of

the 23, the reapondent continued in his salf appointed role

of objective aobserver. The respondent vislited a frined who

lived in the same house with a Comrade Antoms. He was moat

- ovaslve when aaked what kind of information from his {riend.
—than pressed, the respondent balked at giving any faoctuasl data
pasaed on to him by hils contacts,

At 8:34 P.H., on Oct. 23, the respondentheard first, a shot
and then & serles of shots. He ran down to the Marpuerita
Bridge and then went near the radio station. In fpont of the
stetion, the respondent saw fighting which he watched from
tbhe £ifth Iloor of s nesar-~by buildin-,

The respondent had expescted demonstrations from Oct. 22 on,

s lmew of the demonstratlons from 10:00A.M. on the 23rd.

VWihen asked tiese detalls, t he respondent, once again mentloned

that he had numerous contacts, all of whom had a searies of

telephone numbers at which hs, the reapondent, could be

I;?nhud& and that theses conbacts mada s point of keeping him
ormsd,

When asked about hlzs own participetion, in the demonstrations
and the fighting the respondent sald thet he had to run
through all of b clty for information, that he never had
the time no®d the opportunity td demonstrate;, that it was

mere lmportant to get Informatlion,

When asked about hils state of mind during those first daya,
the respondent replied, "I'm always in the same mood, A per-
son who 1s expecting thie lkind of thing has an obligation to

remain objsctive. However, I did, from the 23 on, feel frees
to address and converse with anyona on the straef - unlike
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The lnterviewer found 1t consistently difficult to determins
the respondent's personal politicel views on particular

issues as the reaspondent much preferred to dwell on non-per-
sonal lssues and on the views and attitudes of the Hungarian
people et larpgh. VWhen asked what cgpidydu¥dd concesslons
would have satiaflied him, on the one hand, and the people,

on the other, at thn'uutﬁrtak of the demonstrations, he aald,
"NHone}" The people couldn't be quieted they were, "1like
Vesuviue once it erupta. The only aulutiun would have been &
numplttnlg changed form of povernment. Thers was, in fact, no
solution.” After much prodding fpom the interviewsr, ths reepon-
dent said that he himdelf would have been satlsfied with no
concessions. V'hen asked vhat he thought would be the outceoms
of the dnmunatrntinnuﬁ at the time of the demonatrations,

the respondent sald, "I reslized then that thers were only

two possibilities - the povernment could ask for Russian
support or it would be erushed by the people.” The rsapon-
dent would not commit himself on which of t ;yiﬁfﬂﬁyxiﬁﬁiyﬁﬁi.
THA/ A EAPPVAddE those two he thought would happsn.

When asked about coordination and leadership on Oct. 22 and

23, reapondent sald that there was a "tremendous Instinctive”
integration., There was much telephoning and mesting and pesople
conatantly met trylng to reach declsions on when to start

work in offices, ministrles,s nd factories. Thers werse, how-

u::r, respondent said, no real Yleadera, "sveryones was a lead ~

er .

When asked about the compoalition of the marchiang forcea,
during the demonstrations, respondent made a polnt of sayling
that one reason for the high proportlion of younp peopls was
that 1t was the guung people who, previously, had besn forced
to march on the Communist holldays and that, on this occasion,
they were marching because it was the rirst time they could
do 80 of thelr own volition. Respondsnt estimates that 209
of the marchers were under 15, 20§ were over L0, and 6
were between 15 and 40, He also estimates that 6ﬂ% ware male
and LOT female. Respondent says that all soclal groups were
heavlly represented, It should be added at this Pﬂiﬂ{ that
< n tr 0-
JaCRaRE RS Yoot o hloma e, o hondnnt, was sk omely Toit

the interests of eny particuler sccial pgroup in Hungary.
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Tims after time, when asked smbout FYfddd/dIfférdrdsd dirr-
erences in class feeling or attitude, reapondent would reply
that all groupe fslt the same and that one of the primary
effebbe of Communism In Hunpgary was to oblliterats clesas dirf-
erencea, to unite all Hungerlans in opposltion to the repime,

When asked again about orhanization end integration on Oct,
€2 and 23, reapondent repeated that there were no leadsrs,
"juast herves who usually had the bigpest voices". He daid
that, in many inatances, regular orpganizatlion secretaries
would call mestings and that as soon as the meetings convened,
®1l1l would start to seream and demand action.

B. Respondent says that there was no way that the demonstra-
tiona could have been prevented from turning into fighting.

He could not glve me any concrete informetion as to when he
had first heard the varlous revolutlonary slogans. ‘he term
"freedom fighter" iam, according to the respondent, a product
of the forelpn presa.

Vhen asked who fought, respondent sald he had ssen all ups |
from age B8 to 55 fighting. Respondent estimates that 30% of |
those who foupht were under 15, 20% were over L0 and 50% |
were between 15 and L0, He estimates that 6G0¥ of thoses who

fought were men and LOf were female. Respondent emphasices

that the women inchuded in his 07 apent much of thelr time
supplyling food and emmunition, but that these women were also
armed. Respondent once again emphasized that =21l soclal

groups participated in the fighting and that there were no

clasa distinctlona. On the 23, respondent says, freedom fight -

ers ln Budapesat tock arms from sn army truck in Calvin Square.
Later, lnsurpent forces both recelived and selzed arms from

army pgroups, from the AVH and from civil pollce.

Once ageln, respondent emphasized there were no leaders, ss-
peclally not during the f{iret two days. Che man in & mob
would yell a direction and the rest would move,

Hunfnndant did not fight, himself. He wanted to fight, but at
varioua meetingas which he attended, sspeclally mestinms of
former small holder party lesders, he was told thet he was N
too Intelligept end t oo important to carry arms, "If you die,
he was told, " what will happen to the rest of the Hungarians?”
He was told that he had to iunva Hunpgary to bulld up contacta
for all Hungarians in Hungary with the outside world.
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ihen asked & out his own expectations with regpect to Soviet
action in the immediate future at ghe tims of the inltial
Soviet withdrawal, respondent sald he was absolutely econ-
vinced that the Russlans would return and thet he £ old aveary
one else as much, Respondent 1s absolutely certain that it
was not Nepy who was responsible for the calling Iin of Soviet
troops. He refused Lo say who hs thought was responsible.

C. Respondent states that he spent the tlme betwesn the
Soviet withdrawal and the re-invasion attempting to vitalise
the Nagy Foreipn lMinistry. On Oct. 30, he went to the Minlatry
for Forelpn Affairs and demanded the immediate recall of all
Hungarian representatives abroad, He also aaked fop his per~
sonal relnstatement in the Foreipgn Ministry. "I had no su-
thorization to press for the recall of our repreasentatlves
abroad, but I tried tc impress the ministry officlals snyway.”

The revolutlionary committes, respondsnt says, purported to
be "delighted” to take ¥ the respondent on as the amall holder
representative for ruruign af{fatts. However, the committee
is alleged to have said, that they requirs tims for conald~
eration. Respondent reports that he repliad this was no tima
for consideration, but for action. They in turn, replied, they
required documentation that he, the respondentk was, in facth,
the offleclal representative of the small holdsr party. In
apite of much probing, by the interviewer, much of this activ-~
ity by the respondent prlor to the Soviet re-invasion, re-
malned unclear, e.f., the exact nature and status of the
revolutionary committes,referred to by the res ondent, re-
maine in question, as does the relationship gf the respondent
finally achieved with the committes,

What 1s clear is that the respondent had soms oredentlals
describing him as in charpe of foreipn affairs for the smell
holder party. With these credentlala, respondent attended
"gll meetinga of the revolutlonary councils", It was at one
of these meetings that, respondent seys, he helped to initi-

ate the campaipgn to recall Imre Hovarth and Andre Sik from
their representation at the UN. Yuring this perlod, Hovarth
and Sik had been en route to the CGeneral Assembly,

) h respect to
uestlonesd about his views at that time wlt 6
ﬂg:"agvizt withdrawal, respondent stated that he was con
vinced, at that time, that the withdrawal waas nnthinﬂfgggu
than a’tactical mlnui‘%i’HThﬂtég:uﬂﬁgﬂmargii e atated wlth-
troopa nover le UnEary,
?;#%E: nuuggry so as to create the impression of a withdrawal,

A
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Respondent says he obtalned this information from a group
of Informants who made a polnt of remsl ning it contact with
him. Many of these were motorcycle riders who traveled through

gut the entire country pathering inTormation from the pro-
vincea,

The respondent states that he first knew of the Soviet troops'
return during the sarly morning of YNov, L.

Reppondent states that he spent the perlod between the Soviet
ra- lon and his escaps liatening to bracdcasts, attend-
ing meetings, (the last on Nov, 20) and passing on informa-
tion. He &lso tried to contact the Small Holders' headquar-
ters by phone, but failed.

When esked about his escape, respondent says that he had

never envisaged escape. "I wanted to stay in the country the

I knew I should be arrested.” On Nov. 20, hs was told, at a
Small Holders meeting, that he was a diplomat and that hs should
tell the meetlins what course of action they should take. He
propossd the calling of UN observers intec Hungary and saya

that the meeting, accordingly, deputiszed him to leave Hunpgary

so that he might bring this about. WS/ Hded/ difwud

fihen asked about the detalls of his escaps, respondent stated
that he had been planning an escape route for seven years,

The reapondent statea that he approached the Austrlan front-
ier by train vie Gyor and Sopron. Reaspondent states that he
walked the last 2l kilometers to the frontier and that he
made hls way acroos wlith no difficulty as he knew that terr-
iltory well., Frontiers puards expected him and caused him no
difficulty.
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A, When gquestloned about hia expectationa ae to motlion by
the West, during the rebellion, respondent replied, "I was
convinced the Western goverrnments would be unable to prasp
the mesaning of the revolution”. Reapondent aaya that he,
himaglr, axpected no mllitary support from the West and that
the "man in the street" did not expect American military aid
elther. lHowever, respondent dld hope for strong moral senc-
tions againat the “oviet Unlon end, he atates that this hope
was not fulfilled. He alsc says that he sxpeftsd secrst dip-
lomatic nespotiations between Washington and Moscow, such
secret diplomatic treatment, he says, might have made for an
overall, if only temporary, settlement in Eastern Europe.
Finally, the respondent commented that the US and the UK
should bave stepped into the situation in Hungary as they
bad oblligations to do =0, in thelr roles of sponsora ol pesce
treatios with Hungary.

When aslted about hls conbacts wilth foreignera 1ln Dudapest
during the rebelllion, respondent replied that he steppad

up hls already active and numercus communications with var-
ious numbers of the foreign diplomatic corps in the city.
Respondent refused to mention specific individusls and he
pays such mention mipght compromise Western officials still
in Budapest.
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V.

A, Followlng is some material on respondsnt's background.

His prand father, respondent sggys, was a Chancellor of Auatria-
Hutlgary and an aristocrat. Respondent refuses to give his

name .Becausée of a disadvantageous marrlage, respondent's
fanlly missed out on inheriting hle pgrandfather's title,

Respondent's mother's family la desorlbed as a large landowner.

His father was omployed Iin a factory as a technlclan working
on turbines.

Respondent and hls parents had no property. Howsverm they lived
in a "wonderful, expensive" apartment which was, according to
respondent, moat elegantly furnished, "We preferred thls to

a large land-holding,”" respondent said. At this point, he

took his billfold two or thrss photographs showing him
sitting bmhind a Louis XIV desk. He then told me the price

of the palntings hanging on the walls behlnd the desk, Thle
performance was repeated durlng our next interviewling aseaslon,
respondent apparently having forgotten about the {irst showing.

Reppondent!s father went through technlical high school, His
mother also compleoted sscondary schools, howsver, it was not
cloar whather this was Real Schule or gymnasium. Reapofident's
mother did a good deal of sewing at home to supplement thes
family's income.

B. Respondent llsts thes followling groups as comprising social
classes In Hungary: High Party officlals, high state, that

is povermnmental and military offlciasls, enterprise manapera,
phyaininns, engineers, oclerks, and finally, workers and
peaanata.

When asked about his contmets with the various classes, respond-
ent replled that he had "excellent connectlona"” with all exce pt
the ve top leadership. Hespondnet says that he had contact

at Cairly high levels, both socldlly and through his work as

an interpreter.

Asked about his own sbelisl Xifm I1dentificetion, respondent
said, "I have trled to reach the soul of the peopls, I didn't
differshtiate soclally. Almost everybody was my friend.” When

preased ge_to what up he falt he belonged in, responfi-
ent: sald, "It'a vnrﬁgud up..'} = ’ .
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When asked about the sffect of Communlem on the different
soclal classes, respondent sald that there wae no difference
in the effect. A peasant laboring under compulsory deliveriea,
he commented, ls hit as hard as a former factory owner. FHd/
HEtdel) /8174y /42 /il Zfd When asked about the effect of
Communism on scclal prouping in Hunpgary, respondent eald that
Communism has humanlzed the Hunpgarian people, Their trials,
he said, have made them becoms aware that they ar~- one pesopls.
In this fashion, he says, Communiem has mctuslly obliterated
clasa llnes.

It should be noted that the respondent, penerally, disliked
malking clasa distinctlons even in the abstract,.gfgd in our
three sessions of interviewlng and that he made a great polnt
ui talking abput the absence of clasa consciousness in Hungary

aday,

C. Another reason offered by the respondent for thls described
soclal Integration 1s population mevement, especially mova-
ment from the countryslde to the olty under the Communist
industrislization programs. More than ones half of the preaent

population of Budapest, amccording to respond snt, thus comsa
origlnally from the countryside. As a resmilt, he saye, the
links between clty and country are closer than ever. The soelal
situation had been evened out.

E, When questlioned mbout how individuals might best advance

themselves in Communist Hungary during the past five %o six
esara, respondent sald that ﬁﬂizﬁiﬁl?gfﬁﬁ /HEYHdE  holding
ke "proper" political ideas has halped, but that this is not

ceruclal. Talent, .on the othér hand, he sald, when unaccomp-
anled by political reliabllity did not suffice to failn &
"honorable job". Class origin, respondent sald, was also
helpful, but agaln, not basic. The most important parsonal
Eunlitr lfor profeasslonal advencemsnt in Communist Hungary

8 "unacrupulousness - capacity to accept any kind of an
idea, no bacik bone",

Respondent stated that there ff was more social mobility,
mores opportunity to get ahead in Hungary from 1945 to 1953
than before 19l5.

F. Party members, reapondent said, are the social up
in the Communlst Hungarlean society who get mobes ouf of their
soclety than theydeserve.
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VI. FAMILY LIFE

A, When asked sbout the effects of Communlam on family life,
respondent's Immedlate response was that 1t hed "a demoral-
1:1n§ effact", He sald this was especially true of the "prop-
apgation of free love™ which "damoralized thes men". In this
comnection, he noted that the MADISZ, which precesded the
DISZ was for some tlms ths subjeet of a popular slogan which
went as follows: "I you want a grandson, send your daughter
to the MADISZ."

Reapondent also mentloned the dislocating effects of easy
divorce lawas during the first years of Communist rule., However
he says, dlvorecs procedure was subseguently retightensd and

during recent yeara, the maintenance of a miatreas, If cne
was found out, g@ddlL¥dyYd could constitute grounds for ex-
pulsion from the CP, This prohibition, however, was fresquent-
1y flsunted. Thus, Gero, for instance, was widely known to
have maintained & mistress and t o have recelved a divoerce.

Another disleocating effect of Communism was the economlc
nacasslty for both Eurantn in many, if not moat, famillies
to work full tims. This alaso hurt family life and brought
about many divorces.

"But finally, famlly life was atrengthened thru Communism.
Cooperation on all soclal levels was neceasary for opposition
to the repime and the family proved to be the basic unit for
thia cooperation.”

B. Respendent says that the greatest effect of Communism on .
children was in their formal education,

He noted that the 12 to 10 year old group suffered espscially,
bacausse of the particular indoctrination programs leveled at

it in school, This program had a bullt-in anti-Communlat

biaa and 1t sncouraged the children to indoctrinate the parents.

When asked about the relative obedience of chlldren under
Communism, respondent sald that until 1953, discbedfience

was on the 1lnerease, After/ Napy's education reform, however,
teachers at the secondary school laval, were pglven more dls-
ciplinary authority and the situation Improved,

In general, under Communism, "children were not taught to honor
God. They had nothing toc be afraif of, they had not supreme
power %o honor and thils encouraged them to dlsobey and sven
désplse thelr parentes.” This situstlion was especielly merked
among workers' femilies because the less sducated groups wers
lesa able to explain themselves to their childrsn while the
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meFe intedlectual groups were better equipped to correct the
regime's indoetrination work on the ¢ €I,
Thtc-%3

C. Speaking of court ship under Communism, the respondent asiad that,
" Everyone was in & hurry amnd-that this shortened courtanip like it
shortened everything else ~--- 1 speak about pliysical acquaintance
not about Hpir%tual relations."

Brothels had been closed in 1948 and that thig "compelled yoimg
men to look for other places. Hoaver, no one had any money." Ac-
cording to respondent, the situation meant that otherwlse healthy
relationsghips became promiscuous - girle were pushed into l1lliclt
relations by impatient young men. Illegal prostitution declined
ag the living standard decllined.,

There was an inecrease in the number of illegitimete children and
that this resulted from the Communist dootrine that all women had
a duty to become mothers.

After, 1048, sbortions in Hungary were punsihable with up to ten
years imprisonement for the doctor, for the woman and for the
individual who arranged the operation, Contraceptives were avall-
able, but were of very poor quality.

Speddng of the immorality of CP members, respondent noted that
they had more free time and thet they were, thus,"able to live
1life on a larger scale.”

I heard rediculoud stories about Ralkosi invelving a former

duchess, subsequently & Commmist, but I wes unable to cheok on thase.
Thie woman subEequently became the SCecretary Gensral-of the Hun-
garian VWomen's Demooratic lLeague. In 1947, the Papsy-wan CP

had attempted to appoint thils woman Couneceller of lLegation, but

I prevented this for eight montha, the raespondent sald. Later,

this woman served in the Hungarlan Jegation in VWashington,

D. When asldd about friendship in Communlst Hungary, respondent
saild that friendships and ascquainéances grew up on entirely new
bases,. For instance, I bhecame fiends~ Iriends with bribers and
eriminals, with all kinds of people with whom I never would have
associzted previously. In this ecormmection, "I did my best to con-
vince zll around me t class differences must go and that I was
not a aneb, I made frlends with many whoi were formerly conaldered
a lower oclass, but on the other hand, wlith state officera, oubatand-
ing sclentists, ete. When these people met ecach other in my home,
they all used the same famlliar tone with each other, making no
distinctions. This would never have been the case if 1t hadn't been
for Commmism,. In this sensa, Commmism has made for a classless
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. in Hungary." In responsa to the hypothetical friendship questlon,

respondent said," It's really funny, but 1t happemed to me." A

close friend of the respondent, originally a member of the Small ‘

Holders'! Party joined the CP in 1947 for idealistic reascns.

"At that time, owr friendship hit its lowest point." The two |

remained friends and sometimes the respondent spoke "too openly” |

with his friend for his own good. Fe did this in order to re-

convert his old acquaintance. " Our friendship was re-established |

in 1951 at the time of the Korean War when my fiiend left the

Party. Our friendship was resumed fully and still is golng sitrong.’

(According to respondent, his friend left the Farty beca ~ber-

came disillusioned with Communism as the result of the Sewies-aet-- .
3 Communist intermational action in 1951.) '

In a friendship between a non-Communist end a Communist recently
jolned the Party, 1t is more likely to be the non-Communist who

will break off the friandship.

It 18 impossgible to losp politlcs out of personal relationa.
- "A11l are woven together," sald reszpondent.

E. Discussing crime in Hungary dur the past 16 to 17pyeers,
respondent first said there was a decline in crime as everycne was
kept busy supporting themselves, Although, of course, he notsdy
the number of small thefts aise rose - also as a result of the
declining living standaxd.

Zpealcing of aleoholism, the rspondent sald that it 1s true thet
there are more drunks sgen on the streets slnce the advent of
Communism than wder previous regimes, lHowver, he attributed this
not to an increase of oconsumptlon of alecohol, Dut rather to much
drinking on empty stomasks. Wine prices increased very little while
food costs rose very high,

1

T
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VII. RELIGION

A, When asked sbout the effects of Communism on religious

life 1n.Hungﬂ:wh respondent initially said that Communism

had a "terrific" effect. Religlous people were generally diserim-
inated against., Frequently being scordd with a Fasclaet label, all
religious people were regarded as potential Fasclsta. Religious
efucation was bamed and church goers Ireguently reported to the
Pgrtr organizationa and to thelr places of work.

The respondent states that Rommn Catholics were the religlous
group hardest hit by Communism, Other sects affedted in the order
of danages incurred were: most Protestant groups, Unltarlians,
Lutherans, Jewe, and Reformistis.

Frate—-=
B. When asked about the role relliglon pl:gﬁﬂ in his owmn life,

he said," I felt the finger of God several times." He sayas that
nnne—ﬂuriﬂg a World War II air raid, he was in the bathroom of
a bhdle bullding in Buillapest and he prayed that the room would
not be hit. As 1t twmed out, respondent recounts, that room was
the only one in the building not completely demolished. At thila
point, the respondent began commenting on his owm on the role of
Cardinal Josef Mindsenty. "Mindszenty," he says, "was the only one
who expressed objectively end freely what was in his heart and on
his lips. Yet, he's considered a dangerous man.,”' These comments
were delivered with a great deal of intensity. He zlso stated here
that the Roman Catholic was the only church which has been fight-
ing openly agaimst Communiem.

He states that religiomr-has been as Imporfant In his own Eifle as |
it has been in his swr+-- parental,

When asked abut his own religlous practices, he said "that to act
and to live as a Christian is far better than to go to church and
malce confessions every day." He states that he conslders himself
"more consclous" of relglon than the average HiUngarisn,

Thl :

C. When aeked about the role that the ehweeh should play in
soclety, he said that there sholild be a formal relationehip
between church and state. He glso eBaid there should be compul-
sory religious educatlon. Otherwlse, children won't atitend re-
ligious classes and will only come to regret this later on.
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& he role of the oh h in establishi moral ¢oiles
fﬂ %ﬁﬁnﬁrﬁﬁ,ﬁeﬁen the woret ﬂhgﬁiﬁ be shown to Eggplg. Hos e
However, they should be made aware that i1t is the worset."

With reference to the role of the church in politiecs, he said
"Yes, the churches certainly will play an active role. The church
should act as an advisory or consulting bedy for enlightment."
He also noted," Anybody has the right to participate in politics."

D. VWhen asked whether the Jewilsh religion had also heen hurt,
regpondent first noted that he had several, a large number of
Jewlsh friends, He stated that the Jews had been persecuted as
capitalists, Immediately after 1947. Unksl 1647, Jews were favored
by the Communlats and Jews voted for the CP as a natural antidote
to Natiomml Socialism, After nationalization of Hungary's major
industires, hewever, Hmgarian Jewry wavered about the CP. Pur-
thermore, when the Communigts turmed on &1l religlons, the Jews
also became anti-Communists. Flnally, respondent states, the

Jews suffered actually of Zionism. He polots—out that the Zion-
ists have been hard hot by the reglime #n-$he-same for the same
reasoneg that all who want to leave H vy have been labelled an
Fasdtets., Zlonlst activity has hurt all Jews in Hungary. He
States that, "not many" Jews were Commmaists, especially after
1954, "I don;t consider Qero, Rakosl, ete. as Jews, but as
Communists."

On the role of Jews In the rebellion,—respendent sald they toolk
an active Fart in the psychological pa®é preparation for the
rebellion,"For instance, Tibor Tardes", He also saye, "I saw
sevaral Jews Earticipating actively in the demonstrations and

the fighting,

When aslced whether the Jewish community had any fears with
respect to Iindependent Hyngary, he said,"Not at all. No fear
of pogroms espaclially not the jounger Jewlsh generation.
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VIII., THE HUNGARIAN YOWTH

When asisl who 1s congider ed a youth in Hingary, respondent said that
there were two categories of youth., The first group which does

not receive higher educatlon would include persons up to age 18.
The second group which consists of persons with unlverstty education,

up to age 30.

When aseke~ asked if he agreas with those who have held that it |
was the youth of that led the rebellion, respondent saye
"Actually we were all infiumenced by our elders, Furthermore, things
nevar previously emd -empestoed- experienced sre more toushing.” |
The actlons of the youbh were more lntense. "The youth gave the |
rebellion dynamism,” and became the Peeb rebellion's moving force.

He states that the youth did not have an "outstanding” role

in the preparatory stages of the rebellion (the sumer months) -
axcept for the eighteen to thirty sge group. The ragpondent states
that the youth played a bigger role in the demonstrations - "it
was & school holiday, thay enjoyed thelr liberty and toock the
opportunity to scream.”

I
I
Respondent states that the youth carried the brunt of the fighting. ‘
He notes that young people wore compelled to take mllitary courses
at school and that thls aespect of Communist educatlon worked
against the reglime in the rebellion,

|

He states that during the rebelllcon, the older people's attltude
towards the youth was one of pride and the older people were -
astonlished by the youth!'s fervor and forceful actlion. The older
peonle did not expect the youth to asesert themselves after 12
years of indoetrination add mis-education.

The youth, In turn, had an almost, but not qulite condesoanding
attitude toward the clder people - cne of patting their elders
on the backs fondly.

C. When asked sbout the effects of Commmism on education

in the secondary school and the university level, he sald'first,
these are the beneflts." Respondet mentioned that more aports
faclilitlies were avialable, that fees at secondary achool level

had bean abolished. The students received pocket money from the
state and that "all this was an improvement over the education
policy of previcus regimes” . Mentionad as balonging "to the other
gide,” of educational polloy weee- was contlnuous lying about
Marziem-Leninsim in hiatory, in blology, in theology and in almosat
all fieldc." This took up much of the sbtudents' time and it was
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. especislly on the part of those who weren't Too bright and

could not afford to expend thelr ensrgies on this.

Respondent ssys that those courses which he himself tTook while
tha universities wers in Communlst hands - language couwrses -
were excellent and not at all influenced by Commuaistm, Altho
there was much talk of Chinese and Moslem polities in his class
room sessions, thie was perfectly stralight Torward and not eb-
subjected to any non-academio diseipline. However, he notes, these |
language courses included ohly very eay small groups of students. |

Whenasked about the criteria for admission to a universily,

- respondent stated that persons of workers origin ahd had '
especially good chances of admission, Persons of non-working clasa |
ordigin had a difficult time of it 21tho emoepllons were frequently

. made for the children of high Party offilcisls. The respondent
otates that it was very difficult to circumvent the clasc orlgln
erlteria for admission %o & university. That, however, was
oceasionally done. Such circumvention when resorted to wae
accomplished in the folowing manner. In the admissions exanms |
and procedures, each candldate had the opportunily to guests
"score” 27 points, 15 were alloted to class origin, 6 to the |
sandidate”s gecondary school record and 6 to the professor's
own diseretion. It wes thru this 6 points alloted to the
professors that candidetes with "unfavorable" class origins
oacazionally obtalned admliosion, Class origin criteria were
employed with a special otrilctnese until 1953. Imre MNagy re-
laxed the provisions here comewhat,

I——— . S

Speaking of students" opportinites for voecaticnal cheice, the
respondet sald that 1t was the secontary school teacliers who
had the responsibility for decideing whether & matriculating
studant was to recclve more advanced education or not. In addition,
the resommendation of the Party secretary with jurisdiction
wes influential. Thepe déeisions were made without copsllting
the ztudents involved/ There was not much improvement 1n vo-
eaticnal ehoice for phudents under Imre NHagy up to 18953 as Ghe

g Prenler ordered an over =ll restriction on the number of admlssions
to the universities and that this naturally limited the total
number of people who could go on for advanced degrees.

Enealcing of the wuality of education, the respondent sald
that, by 1040, when the Communists took over the entire nchool
pystam, the quality of educatlion deeclined maerkedly as the re-
pult of emphasis on ideology. Yor instance, studentc of Top
eelibre who falled in Marxism-Leniniam never recelved thelr
degress - even in such fielde as medielna.
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The older prodessors were "all excellent" and tolerated in their
positions by the repime beoguse théy were irreplaceable. The
younger profesgore were 'mourdshed by Communlet finencial sub-
gidies, but after 1953-5#, they began to realige the nature of
Commmisn and wevered and pupported Nagy." Among the younger
prefessor, there were some outsSanding ones, even some Marxiets.

E. When asked whether the Communits in Hungary have really
spent a8 much time indoctrinating the youbh as they cleim They
have, respondent replled,"” more”.

When asked why Commmists failed in the youth indoctrination
programs, he said that parental Influence counter-acted the
regime programs. He states that Hyngarian youth did not accept
or reject Communlist indoctrination more or less at one time than
at another.

rommmnSNE—TET TSRS T TN
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IX. MAJOR DISSATISFACTICHNS IN EVERY DAY LIFE

A, Vhen apked what riled him most in his every day life, he sald 1¥
was the absence of any opportunity to work in his ovm fleld, He
glad he was "not choosy", but he never had " a chance", lhen
azked, spart from political igsues, people were complaining
anout most in Hyngary, what things most got on thelr nerves,

he said, the people sounded off most about the poor living
standard, about thelr inabllity to earn more meney, about

food and especlally about housing. With respect to the lasgt,
many pecople would postpone thelr marrlages unltl thelir parents
died EE that they could move into the parents' apartments when
married,
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X. ECONCMIC LIFE

A. Respondent states that his and his parents main source
of income was private translation work which the respondent
states, he conducted under a falee name.

He staes that his and his family's diet was"gocd" because

the famlly had a sustantial gtore of sllver and gold and

foreign xwrrency. Here, 1t 1s interesting to note, the respondent
once agein mentionad his family's ocarpeds and fwnlture and he

once again, showed me the came pictures of hls apartment and his
desk, This time, mentioning that the desk is worth Cfrom ssven

to eight thousand dollars, RespOndent ptaes that the silver, the gold
the foreign currency and some of the "real Eastern" carpeting

were sold pilece meal in order to augment the family income.

His living quarters had been previously described.

Whena-ge- aaked what he would conasider a luxury, he asaild,
g cer. When asked what material commodity he missed most 1n
Commmist Hungery, he sald 1t was the sufficlent supply of end

quality of clothing.

The respondent states that his and his family's living standard
declined severely after 1948. In 1953-54 his fam 1ly did"all ;
right" as he was "onea of tie most successful translators in Hungery'.
Occasionally earning as much &8 $1,000 a month.Buring thie
period, the respondent states that he and his famlly managed to
save some money. He states that his and hie family's living
standard was the highest in 195%, the loweat 1in 1850-51. Also,
he states, their living standard was extremely low in 1956. It
ghould be noted here that in thls discussion of materiail
commod@itiens and living standards, the respondent fraguensiy-
geddy " constamtly reiterated that he and his family "mlssed
the spiritual thinge most".

When asked to discuss the living standard of a famlly which

he congldered well off in Communist Hungary, respondefih

mentioned several physiclang" familisas-A2i whom he lmew. All,
he said, were better off after 1050 than previously. All had cars,
the cars, he noted, were frequently 1925 models, "but they

were still cars'.These families, he also sald, had excellent
furnitwre, carpets, paintipgs, and muech in the wey of sllver and
gold ormaments in thelr apartments and houses. He states that
theze physiclans'famllliesz had sueh lhigh net Incomes, usually
because the doctors collected much iIn the way of l1lllegel and thus
tax free leesn.
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When asked what he feels accounts for the Hungarian standard

of living duringz the past eight yeers, respondet replied that 1%
wae the state investment program - heavy-imvessme  exceaslva
investments in heavy industries and purchases of raw materlals
from abroad for steel production.

B. When asked aout hig income during the past year, respondant
states that &t the official rate of exchange, he esarned $500.00
during 1956 through free lance transalation work, This was $500.00
¢lear.

-

Whéde~ When he was working for off'icial aganciles as a translator
and interpreter, the following items were deducted from hils
salary: 10% income tax, £9% 25% for administratise fees to

the state translation agencies and 4% single (batchelor) tax.

Respondet received no special prelums gor extra pay. When asicad
about extra or part time work, he states thet almost all of nls

work was extra.

C.Respondet!s father had a pension of 500 forints monthliy.

Speaking of price differentlals in the state, farm market, and
commission stores, the respondent mentioned that a kllogram

of' potatoes cost i forint :ﬁﬁ 20 filler in a state store, aad or
i forint and 40 filler in 2 commlission store and after 1953, X

1 forint and 60 filler in a private store. He commented that Decaus
of the higher quality in a private store's goods, 1t was fre-
quently preferable to ggx more than to deal with thieves.
Respondent stated that both prices and price differentials &a
between state, private and commission stores veried ssasonally.
He saild this was sc because of a tremendous shortage 1In ware-
house space,. He stated that prices varied and lluctuated eon-
siderably, occasionally reversing themselves several times in =
two weeks perilod, &= a result of the government's export pregram.
(In order to augment export stocls, the government would xiege
praéces sharply) Respondent ntates that price differentiale
between the various types of stores were higheet in 1951.

Respondent otates that the over all quality of retail goods

wags lowest in 1950, He ptates that the over all quallity of

retall goods wag highest in 1955 and attributes: thls to Imrae

Nagy. Bread, meat, food stuffs in general, improved under and

after Nagy. When asked about the distribution syctem of retall
goods 1n Hungary, respondent stated, it wae Ychaotie", Fre-
quently, it was impomsible to buy potatoes because a shipment of
bread had just arrived and, although potado may have been abundant,
there wae no room tc store or sall potaotes. This type of condition
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obtained with respect to all fodd stuffs,

Standard spare parts were impossible to obtaln before 1953.
For inskance, while it was possible to buy & short wave
radlio, it was impossible to get new batteries for a radio
wilthoiit purchasing an entire new unlt.

He states, there was much food spollage. especially in the
summnar. Spollage of cabbage went s0 far that the streets of
Budapest reelted of decaying cebbage.

With respect to the bhlack-mariet, there was much illegal buying
and selling of z2lmost all commodities. He sgys that the blaclk-
market was especilally organized in foreign currency where desalings
invelving US dollars, Napolean gold colns and gll gold and

ellver were extensive. Othere black-market commoditier were,

in general, of a high wuality,.

Responident states that the 1 1 retall outlets cccasionally
indulged in black-market practices by over charging for their
commasities,

He syas 1t was dangerous to buy or sell on the blaclkOmaricet,
Fenalitles for black-mariket deallingsdid not vary according to
the severity of the offense as the purchase involving §$1.00
was subjeet o a five year prison sentence as was the purchase
involving $500.00.

When asleed whethere he had any difficultles with the bleolc-

market himself, he replied,"As in everything I did, I had
excellent contacts and an excellent situation here.”
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. XI. FOLITICAL LIFE

A, When asgled about hls interests iIn pollitics and his pelitlical
activity prior to 1948, he stated that he was very interested

in politics, that he had been a member of the Small Holder

Party, that he weuid was head of the Small Holder Forelgn Affairs
Commisslon, and that he had been advisor to Ferenz, lagy, and

to Monsignor Bela Varga on foreign affalrs, After 1948, the
"real" small holder Farty became defunct and his owm formal
participation in polltics ceased.

The rspondent has preferraed the Small Holder Party because oi its
"demoeratic and free enterprise ideology". The Small Holder
= Party "is a middle of the road perty, the only real middle of the
road party of its time". He also stated that-she-Sma he adhered
to the Small Hplder Party because of 1ts opposition to Communism,
i to Comminist imperialism and to Natlonal Soclallsm.

When asekd about hils parentsipolitical leenigas, he atated that
hiz father had no party alleglance, but that his Dboth his
parenta had political tendenciles similar to his own and "I
probably inherited their political outloolk."

hen asked about his attitude ftoward the Communist Party before
1948, he said that even at that time, he congldered the CP a
"£ifth column”. He states that the CP should never have been
driven underground as'"they were entitled to operate freely’.
When asked for further details on his early attltudes toward
Communism, he sald,"even as a small boy when I studled Marxlst-
Leniniat ideclogy, I probably condemmed them (the Communisgz)".
He states that his attitudes toward Communism hayve not changed
gince 1948. This comment was followed by the followlng ——
statements: "My first judgements are always my final Judgementp-—-—-
thiey never change and slways prove to be goocd. Once the declslon
18 made, I stlck to it altho I don't malte declsions hastlly, the
big ones take time."

respect to

B. When asekd about his vilews with,the verious types of groups
- tha ¢ Joined the Communist Party, he mentloned the following:
those who joined for "secwrity from Fasclom”" (he did not mention
Jews here), former CP members, former national soclallsts,
- nppurtunis%s and, finally, those who were forced Into the CP
by economlec sanetlons.

In duscussing his contacts with CP Members, the respondentnoted
that one of his best friends belonged to the Farty, that he had
offielal, that 18 prefesslonal , interpreting and translating

relations wilth many Communlsta and that he 2lso met meny in the
courge of hils soclsl life. He Btates that he requently tallced
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Communiat ideology which "I lmew better than they d1d" with
the Commmists with whom he had contact., He states that he
tried to"confuee" them eiting much of the Marxist-Leninist
canon and "rediculing it".

Yhen zsked about changes in CP pollcy during the past elght
years, he said that the Party line was involved in "continuous
contradictions - day after day, year after year". He mendionp
165~ depsoribes the year 1653 as the'loreshadowing of the
turning point" in CP polley, He etérisvbuse attributes the
continuous switchéay of CP policy to the Leninist dictim of

" two steps forward , one etep back". However, the Communists
never take a "real step” back. They "Jjust turn ad pretend to

step baclavard"f

When asked about different politlical groupings in the Farty,
respondent states that there were no allgnments according to
political convictions or ideology, rather only according to
personal lntarests.

Speaking of Nagy, he described him as pro-peasant and " as
such, a pﬂtentiai capltalist with some Marxist flavoring'.
N Until 1955, respondant continued, Nagy probably labored
under commltments to Communism incurred during hilis youth. In
Oatober, however, Nagy broke with those commitments.

The respondent states that the ranks of theHWB were thoroughly
demoralized and that thias was especlally so at the lower echelons,
- He pald that most ether Hungatans share hls own pleture of CP mee
moral. According to the respondent, his own impressions of Farty
moral are based on extensive personal discussions with Communists,
" I was a Gallup pollster of my own",

Adited-ehoub-ade-dé¢seusstons-yith-Communiedas—-1I-ves

Aaked about the peraonal motives of the Huyngalan Party's .

top leaders,he replled "personal power'. He states that he lknew
personally Gero, Ralosl, PFarkas, and Vas. "Rakcsi pralsed nmy
interpretation worle several times", he sald. Asked to elaborate
on the top leadership's aims, he statee that the leaders do
net bsliewe in the CP's stated aims. "They have no real creed,
but only want to hold #g on to their power".. He calks them
"power hungry human belngs'”.

Note: Differsnces of the motives of the rank and file members
and those of the top lsadershlp have bean covered above in the
descriptions of the various types of CP members,

He described several top Communists. Raltosl and Farkas, he dald,
were both sadists, Josal Revai, the Party's ideologlist, was
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. desciribed a5 a paranoid. Vas, he sald m has a Napolean complex,

Gero in described ap g peychopathic, a manic depressive.

The respondent states that these deseriptions are baesed on
numerous discussions over a perlod of months between himself and
a nuuber of physiclens, including some neuroleoglsts. When pressed
for detalls., on thnﬁgﬂgniui&nn' daignoetic comments, he sald

that he oould not resall the details,

C. When questioned about peaceful oppostition to the regime, he

stated that this most frequentlu cccurred in "private discussiong”

When asled about industrial slow downs, "there were no general

slow dovms - just heolated cases". He said that no one social |
: group is to be especielly moted for oppostion begavior - "All

were democrats" was his comment.

e a— — i il

’ When asked when there was the most oposition behavior, he &
paid, 1955, at the time of Ralosi's retuwm. When prodded some-
what by the interviewer, the respondent ptated there wae no
opposition behavior in 1954 because "the people sensed the
good in Nagy". After additicnal prodding, he acknowledged that
there wae heavy opposition bahvior in the summer of 1956,

He states that he first heard of the Petofi circle in March, 1356,
"I had my man there, but didn't go because my presence would

have tied up the participantas in the meetings with the under-
ground"”, However, the respondent continued, "I read everything

I could as it was important for me to keep my finger on the

very center of the country",

He stass that the first plece of c¢riticism app directed

agalnst the regime and appesring in the publle prese he resd,

was a drama by Tibor Derl, called "Tomorrow. it will be olear”.
This plece wes performed 1In the Hyngaerian army theatre in Aprll
1954, It inecluded open criticism of the Rakosl regime in that

i1t desoribed how the regime had mistreated the "intellectuals and
the people". The respondent also mentioned public press criticiam
of the regime (mainly in the journals), in autumn, 1955,

Disunainﬁ the overall awareness of intrllectual ferment in Hung .
he Baid,” everybody, from the lowesr ranlks up, disuceéised and

lnew about the intuilantuﬂl ferment and I was very proud ol that
because I reclized that for the first time, the natlicona at large
was following events with one heart and one mind,"

In disuceesing the intellextuals! roles in the raebellion, he
sald that, "unfortumeately, the inteklectuals were unable to
give new 1dees as they were committed to the former (Ralkosi
regime. They Jut expresged their gritical orientation well.



B-1-M 25/
D

Before 1953, intellextuals lagged behind the people, but

after 1953, thay were parallel with the people wven tho not

in advance of them. When asked about his own attitudes toward the
intellsctuals, he said that they were " polsoning the thought

of the people and that they wrote for money. After 1953, however,
they tried to clarify the situation and in 1956, the iIntellectuals
tgiﬁﬁk;niuﬁvar all their ties with the past - thelr support

o gi.

The rspondent concluded: "The Intellectuals stood up against
the regime in 1956 because they suddenly realized that they were
desplsed by the people. Thus, 1t was the people who taught

the intellectuals that the latter had been l1ying."

It 18 interesting to note here that the respondant's anslyeis

of the intellectuala’ roles in the rebellion conforms with the
analysls presented by Gyula Hay/ In the interviewy Hay granted

to Mr. Bondi of the Paris publication, Preuves, during the past
autumn, The essence of Hay's arpgument was that it was the studants'
and popular hostility to hacky Party lime teaching, that
eventually forced the Hungarian academic commmity to reevaluate
ite role and to adopt an anti-regime positlidn.




XIXIT, ASSESSMENTS OF FUTURE PROSPECTS FOR HUNGARY

A, After the interviewer had introduced this sectlion, the
respondent characteristically begen to talk to the point -
future prospects for Bungary by relating a personal sxperlence -
"T just received a letter from my sister in Hungary, which
glves some indlcation of pelitical raalinﬁ in Hyngary and of
the exmtry'e feeling for the immigration.” He went on now
1rrelevantly to tell of his own role in the rebellion and

1ts aftermath: " After Nov. 4, one of our small holder leaders
had been shaken by Western apathy for Huyngery and he asked

me to take into my owm hands, encouragement for further Western
action for Hungary."

The respondent commented here without any probing from the inter-

viewer that nelther he nor the Hungarian people want Titolem
and he mentioned Milovan Djilae as the reason for his objectlon.

When asked sbout his expectations for Hungary, he sald,” Freedom
will be reestablished in Hungary' and that in The long run, a
clash between the U8 and the Soviet Union is Inavitable.
Freedom will be restored in Hungery in less than five years -
partly through revelution in H“n%nrinanﬂ pus partly through ch
changes in the international situation.” Bu a clash betieen
the US and the Spviet TUnion, he did not mean a major world

war, however, he refused to be pinned down on exactly what

he did mean, commenting only, " a strong stand by the Veat wez
would avert or delsy & major world war.

Asked about the expecotalons of the Hungarian people at large,
he replled that "the people in Hungary think freedom will
be restored in less than five years'.

He belimves there will be more physical resistance ln Hungary -
peobably in the naxt year. Hadar, he belleves,wlll both offer
concessions and tighten regime policles changing the line econ-
stantly.

Asked about his expectaticns with respect to American forelgn policy

for Eastern Europe, he replied taht." there will be some change
in US pollcy, some return to a moral standard - puaraniees will
be honored.”

Asked aboubt his expectations with respeot teo Sowlet pollcey for
Eastern Europe, he replied that the Elsenhower doctrine for the
middle Eapt has forced Russia out of the K Mediterranean arsea

ans encouraged Moscow to refocus on Eastern Burope by "Re-focussing"

the respondent means the re-tightening of the Soviet grip on
the patellises. He continued that the Soviets will be wvery hard



0 27/
D

on E4e Qomulika, They will try to oust Gomullee fral Ppland

It was most difficult to pin down the respondet on his oun
wishes with respect to & elash betwsen the Scviet Unlon and

the US., However, he spoke qulte freely about Hyngarlan feelings
at large in this area: "Hungarians reallze thait a clash between
the Soviet Unlon and the US 1is inevitable. Countleas persons
with whom I spole consléered it far better to die than to ocon-
tinue living ina concentration cemp (satellite Hungary). This
iaagﬁﬁ philosohy of a man with a desath sentence hanging over nis
head.

When pressed for his ownwishes with respect to & claah between
the US and SU, he sald, " It would be farbetter to do 1t now

(have a war) than two to three years from now."

Asked for his opinion of using peaceful means to galin a
settlement in Hastern Burope, he sald that "peacelul means

will never have any effect!.

Asked whether he thaught there might be internal changes in ths
Soviet Union that would have a liberalizing effiect on the Scoylet
polivy for Eastern Europe, he sald that such changes would never
be of sufficient magnitude to affect the Soviet's satellits
policy as the Party leadership in Russla iz much Too strong.

B. Asked what he has been thinking of proespects for Hyngary for
the past wight or ten years, he once again related a personal
incident. In 1949 or 1950, the respondent indicates he was
asiced to address a political gathering on the prospects for
Communism in Hyngary. He stats that he did not want to apealk

to the group as his field was forelgn affairs and he did not
waht to mix lnto the domestic politics. However, he saya, the
leaders of the grous gaid to him "You speak so well, you have

a duty to addraess uas." He then geve a brief resume of his speech
whic appears to have been in the nature of a warning about
Communism, He told the group that "Communism in Hungary would
last as long as the RUseiand stay and this, of course, will

in turn depend on America.' The Ruszsians wlll stay for a'long time"

Asked about the expectations of the people at large wilth
respect to the durability of Communism guring the past eight
to ten years, the respondent sald the people have been setting
up dead lins constantly, " basing thelr expectations on Dulles
paying this and Eisenhower saying that. The people have been
getting more and more depressed during past years,”

His owvn expectatlons never changed.
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XIV.

A. Apied about tThe political spstem and the econoimy / he
would like in an indaﬁandﬂnt Hongary, he said first "a middle
of the road demooracy’ .

Agked to elaborate, he said "it depends on the people to decide
what politicel and economle system they want.” He then indicated
that he thought the people would want some snnialism retained

, Bo lonpg as there was ample opportunity for private
antarﬁriﬂl. ipor a prosperous country, private enterprise is
necensary.with- with some control retalned by the Yovernment.

B:. Vhen asked to elaborate on the type of eccnomls systen hs
would 1ike to see in an independent Hunpary, hs sald, " Dur-
Ing the paat year, we hade worked out a detalled propgram
te aolve Hunpary's sconomle problems.” When asked about heevy
tndustry in Mungery, he sald, "low? Ve have no rasources.'

He stated that the followigpg lipht induastrls were included 1n
his plan for the ideal Hungarisn economy: Electrical applil-

ances, apricultural processalng, motor bus productlon, ecanning,
aluuﬁrnniua, truck production, production of railroad cars,

hasynndﬂnt stated that, "Of course, lunpary should continue
te preduce wheat, but nnly for home ecomgumptlon. For export,
Kungary Ehnuld,pr&&ucﬂ onnily thosze commesgitites with which
ahe can compate favorably ebread - for lnatance, fruits

and vegetables. " liaspondent stated that he had previously
worked out a plean by-whkisk for flying frults and vepstables
to the Seandinavian coutries.

He states that land reform cennot bs halted now, but that
compensation should be made to the former land owner. le

st ated that he has elso worked out a plan for compsnsating
former lend ownsars.

when asked about the kind of aprleultural system he would
1ike to sese In Hungary when indeperdent, he said that tals
was up to ths pessants. "I've seen “ﬂnpsrativau in Denmerik.
But they're rompletelv run by the msmbers. In 19L6 - L7,

I planned & vislt for f specimlists to g0 to Uesnmark te in-
veatipate ths Danlah coopsratbives, however, thls tuur wos
never completed because of the Communlsts’ regims.”
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Feapondent stated several times that private farm manspement
by no means rules out cooperative farmlng.

The wespondent feels that the povermment should play a large
research r'ole in agricultural slnce small land holderm do
noct have the means to finance sclentiflc research.

He states that & maximum limitation on the amount of land
any one person may own "may be" desireable. Howsver, he ra- |
fused to clte any specific figure.

He atates that he would definitely prefer a povernment that
guarantees the psrsonal freedoms, but not a decent standard
of llving. Economic guarantees, he polnts out, can be with-
drawn much more readily than personal freedom pguarantess.

He statea that he would not outlaw the Communlat Party in an
independent Hungary.

C. Asked about the ideal international posltlion he would

went an independent Hungary to hold, he stated that "it's

imposaible tc be nuetral in any sense", Subassguently, howaver,
he stated that whethar or not an independent Hunpary should
hold a nuetral position should be decided by the people in

a plebicite.

He raplied "Normal relations", When asked sbout ths relatlons
Hungary should have with the followigp countries: USSR, East-

ern Burope, Western Furope and the US. When asked sbout mil-

itary alllances with one or more of these areas, he sald that
"allisnces haven't yet saved anything - look at Poland in j
1939." He further stated, "A military alliance with the Waat |
would be out of the guestlion for an Indepandent Hunpary as
thia would involve alliances with Poland, qunhﬂaluvakiﬁ and
with Juposlavia - all of whom atand between land-locjed
Hungary and the Baltic to the North, the Adristic to the
south. Anyway, 1t would be very herd to convice the Hungarian
people of the merits of an Americsn alliance,”

Respondent feel 2 that Panublian Federstion iz not possible
because of the antapomliams batween the vericus Fast Europsean
peoples. For Instance, he polnts out, thse Hunparlana today
are telling the Polea that they are the anti-Communlsts
leaders 1n Europe and that they heve left "all those dirty

Czechs and Rumanisns and Bulparlans behind." The respondent
pointed out whiah u great deal of emphasiep that this does not
mean that the Hungarlans are anti-Czech, ete.
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e states that he would like wvery much to ses relations im-
prove between tha BEastern European peoples and he feels that
one way of implementing better inter-national feelings in the
area would be to run extensive student exchange programs 1n it.
He states that he once worked out a detailed plan for auch

an exchange program.

He states that he i1a for all boundar§ changes which would
eliminate friction between Hungery and its nalighbors - that
he would draw up such boundaries along ethnlec linea. He re-
fused to be specific here, howsver, he acknowledged that
such boundaries would involve substantiel territorial expan-
slon for Hunpary. He was did not attech any more importance
to this issue than he did to any o€ of the other politiecal
1sasuea previously ralsed in the interview.
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XV. FORMATION OF PFUBLIC OPINION

A, Asked about Ehrushchev'!s"secret speech” te the 20th
Party Congress. respondsnt replied, "I had the fext of the
apeech in my hand one day after its ﬂulivarg in February &
As I told you previously, I had & long arm.” Asked fer his
opinion of the speech, be sald "one of the murderers accusad
ancther ons of the murderers. He wanied to wash hils hands,
to open a clean page."

Apked about Senator Joseph R. Mc Carthy, he sald "I heard
about McCarthy, about hls anti-Communist purge hearinga and
about the Zwlcker case. I consldered hém and his actlvities
a2 natural extremlat reactlon to Communism. Since thes Comme-
unlate have explolted MecCarthylsm in propaganda, MeCarhtylem
has probably hurt the Gemmunist-esuse anti-Communist cause
more than 1t has helped 1t." The resptmdent refused to
commit himaelf aa to whsther he would vote for or agalnet
Senator McCarthy 1f he ware a Wisconain resldent. "Judging
him only on the basls of his anti-Communlist record, I would
probably be neutral.”

Asked what he knew of General FPeron, the former ruler of
Argentine, respondent replied "I knew too much. I played
tenhia repgularly with the Arpentine legation. I approved
of his fall. He wanted to be God and he wanted to make
Evita a goddess. This disguated me."

B. HReapondent statea that he read repularly, the lollovwing
foreign publications: Eurcepan sdition of the New York Her-
ald Tribune, the Reader's Dipest in three languapges, the
European edition of the New York Times,a 11 British newa-
papers, all Hungarlan exlle newspapers and publications

and "anything I wanted". He states that he procured all of
this material from the wvarious lepations in Budapest.

He states that he read all of the Hungarian domestic preas
as "I had to evaluate the newspaper". He states that it
was not so difficult to read all of the Hunparian press
since Hunparian newspapers are much thinner than Americen

papersa.

¥ihen asked what, if any, materisl he tended to trust mors
than some other in the Hungarian preas, he stated thal he
dlatrusted 1t all, He aald he had frlends in ths statlistle=
office whe told him that all figures in the regims press
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ware falsified,

Heo states that he also read For a Lasting Peace for a People's
Democracy before thls publication becema sxtinet, shs and the
Aussian Now Tlimes., He further states that he had nothing
materiasl availsable from Jugoslavia.

He states that hia parents and his sister read much of what
he himselfl read and that he lent out all of his publications
to his friends.

When asked about any security procedures, that he may have
observed with respect to hla forelgn literature, respondent
stated that he left all of hls materlal lying around the
apartment in the open = even during partles. In thls connec-
tlion, he noted he alsc listened to forelgn radic statlons
with the windows opan,

When asked about the danpger in reading foreipn lltarature,
ruagnndant sald that belore 1953, peopls caupght with Wemtern
publications were accused of spreading false propaganda

and that they were lrequently jalled on this score. Howaver,
he said, as ther was no speciflc leglslation againat reading
foreign literature, no legel convietlon waes possible.

fteppondent states that he pot much addition information

on foreipn affairs thru his social contacts (e.g. playing
tennis with the various legation officers), drinking with
them, etc. ). He states that he rot "much good information”
as & former diplomat, "I never asked these people to tell me
anything." "They always told me on thelr own and that.fact
was very important [or trust.”
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VI,
Hota: Part A in this seotlion has been ocmitied

B. Asked about the relative popularity of the various

East European nations in Hungary, the respondent said that
all wers agually popular untll alfter the Poznan riots at
which time, the Poles beceme eapecially well liked. However,
he alad, "I do not want to make any distinctions between
the nntlunnlitia:

Asked whadv would happeh in the countries of Bastern Europe
apart from Poland if freeelections were haid, the respondent
pointed out that “Commumism had the biggest base in Emeahnlau§
vakia, but in all the others, 1t would be completely routed.’

He also éaid that Commmiem would probably be ddfeated in
Czechoslovakia as well. "But, remember, in 1945's fres elsctiors
the Commmiets emerged as che of the largest parties.”

Aslted about the comparative living standards in the various
nations of Eastern Eyrope, he said that so far as house-
hold goods are concerned, the Czechs were probably the best
off, but that in acgricultural, Hyngary was first. Bulgaria
probably has the lowest living standard of any oountry in
Eastern Europe.

€. Asled mpbout Polish developmente since the autummn of 1056
he said, "Gomulkainm is anti-Pan Slavism, Gomulkaism is & s
aynthaaiﬂ of national feelings for ths independents of Pgland.

He also said"Gomullaism i1s self-amnihilating.” He stated that
within two menths Time, Gomilka's position in Ppland will be
geverely damaged 1f not entirely ruined.

Apkked about the influence of Pplish devslopments during
Ogtober of 1956 in Hyngary, he said that Ppland was a factor,
but not a decisive cne, The Hyngarlans merely took into
account the Soviet withdrawal from Peland.

He states that Polish developmentsprior to autumn of 1956 had
no special affect ‘n Hyngary -since Hyngary was, as early as 1953,
ahead of Pnland in 1tz eppessi~ opposition to Soviet contrel.

Aeked sbout somparative freedom of speech in Poland $m-%he
from the fall of 1955 to the fall of 1956, he says that there
was none such. He naye thére was no anti-Communist or other
eriticel literature in POland such as there was in Hungary




E-1-I 34/
D

during the summer of 1956.

Agked whether he would prefer the Hungsarlan revolutlon to
take a path along Follish linses, he sald no. "There is no
gradualiem,”

He states that he feels Hungary has galned because of the
October revolutlon because it has exposed dramatically the
means which the Sgpviets use to hold Bastern Europe In sub

Jagation. .

D. Apked whether he feels that Tito and Jugoslavia have
been influential in Eastern Eurcpe, he sald no, it was
Diilas, not Tito who has been influential. "lNational Comm-
unism is nonsense, Communlem a8 such wlll hever remaln 1in
power 1f the people 1s free to express its will, Natlonal
Commumnism developes a terror sytem ehlich uses natioanlism
ag a cover." He aded tht Tito has never had great influence
in Hungary. "Tito looks and acte like Coering - he doesn's
care about the sources of his power, thus he conducts active
relations with both the US and the Soviet Union and yet ho
epits on them both at the same time, too."

When questioned about the "Titoists" in the satellites,
respondent sald that Slansly Rajk et a2l. were not Tltoists -
they were "just branded Titoists. Thare were no Titoists in
Ege Europzs., Rejk had no real political ideology -~ he just
wanted persocanl power. In order to cust a regime which he
knew wes supported by the Sowlet Union, he pretended to stand
for national Communism. Had he ever achleved full power, Rallc
would have abandoned his national Communist position.”

When aslted the relative peopulsrity of Titd in Jugoslavia,
respondent sald that even the Jugoslave are not in favor of
Tito as he uses the same harsh measures which are used In
the Soviet Union end in the satellites. Respondent mentiloned
Milovan Djilas in thils conmecticn,

Asgked about worksers counclls in Jugoslavia, respondent sald that
thege are a "wonderful" 1dea in the abstract, but that thay

have not worksd out in practicw. He asperted that 1f =&

Jugoslay workere council functionary acserts himpelf excesns-
ively, he gebe cut down, After all, he polinted out, Hpagasy
Commumist Hungary has had workers counclls, too.
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E. Axked why, in his opinicn, the Communists gained con-
trol in China, respondent menticned the followlng factors:
the nepotism of ee¢ Sun Ya Tsen, the corruption of tThe
Chiang Ki Chek regime, the inefflclency In the American
Aicd ems in China, the mistalkes of General George Mar-
ghall, the fallure of the US governmment to influence China,
the double-crosaing policy of the USSE and the yearning of
the Chlnece peopde for a ohange in governmant.

Asked about the relative independence of the Pelp reglme,
from Moscow, respondent said that Chinese~Soviet relations
are "most strained’- partlg'bauauaa the Sgviet leadership
does not include & single *fighting Communist?, but only
administrative workers. The reverse, the respondent asserted
ie true in the Chinese regime which thesefore feels it should
hold the leading poeition dn world Communism, The Chinese
ﬁgsiga ies also rather assertive because of China's large pop~-
etion.

Agked for his opinion of relations between Englend and India,
respondent said these have been influenced by two factors:
firat, centuries of British rule and gecond, education of
the Indiane by the Bpitish - whilch education implemented

the Indians! anti-British tendencles, The respondnet feels
that British-Indisn relations will turn more and more cordial
when & new Indian generation grows up, one which never lived
under British ryle, which ha- will have had no firat hand
experience with cuianialism.

Asked for his opinion on the situation in the middle-East, re-
epondent sald that the Amerilcan government falled, not the -
British and the Frerch, but Washington sheld have protested
the Britieh action and Isreell invasions in Egypt - but

only after Nasser had been ousnted.
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XIX., AUDIENCE REACTIONS TO RADIO AND LEAFLETS

A. Respondent states that he listened to the following
forelen radio stations while in Hyngary: all European
stations (their home services), the BBC, and RE. His
father listened to the VOA, RFE

Respondent states that all foreign statlons were always
jemmed, but that a single wave length was usually lept

free for the pgovernment monlitoring. Respondent says that

he told this to ¢others and that he taught them a system

of listening. Respondent otates that he liésbengd-~ had the
radio turned on and tuned to Lireugn gatione constrgtly while
at home and that he always felt "his duty" to tell others
what he had heard on the foreign redio. He ptates that he
listened both while alond and while others were In hisz living
room. Respondent also heaprd gbout the content of foreipgn
broadecaste from hls friends, Listening to forelgn broadcasts
was puniphable in the same wey as reading forelgn literaturs
wag punlshable,

Respondent said that he preferred the BEC for all types
of progrems because it wan the most rellsble and because
21l BEC programa were the bt edlted.

Respondent also states that BEC was the most accurate and

that he formed this judgement on the bagis of printed word

ggurigs. For instance, the forelign press which he read reg-
arly .

Respondent saya that RFE was better than the VOA because

the RFE gave regular news broadcasts which vere shessed
shorter and more comprehensive &g round-ups than the VOA,
However, he saye, RFE editing was "not so good - it was hasty."

Respondent states that VWestern broadcasts wewre-piees worked
28 a substlitute for a HUngarlan free press and that they dld
not cause the people to feel more hopeful than they would o
otherwise have felt.

Speaking of RFE, respondent ahd the feollowing criltlcisms:
first, in the thestrieal features, the actors, he bald, were
frequently quite Incompetent as professilonals and that the
pieces presented were, as & reswlt, inefiectlve; second,

a particular woman who read messages to Hungary was "unbear-
able" beczuse of her volee; third, RFE newa was not suffi--




‘_ T F ]

in b'm

o B 37/
3,

clently dlgested, Apparently the news programs were
dravm up "too hastily". He suggrsts that all news programs
should be checked more for reliabllity.

Respondent states that he did not hear any inclting material
or promises of VWestern p=emises halﬁ over RFE. However, he
&gys. he did hear Bela Varga make a "unfortunate" sppech
éing Eegy & Communlet snd ineciting the people to fight
on," Asked whether he fels RFE should continue—to broadcast
into Hungary, he caid "yee - more than now', Askad-whielh

Asked which progrems, in partiocular, he feels should be
broadeast to Hungary, respondent 8 thet all commentarles
should be stopped and only “Etrqiggg news" should be continued
Respondent said "it's up to the Iron curtain people to maie

up thelr owm minds. You should alee stop the Mary commant-e--
arian.ﬂﬂﬁ'a a wonderful writer, but he's completely out of
talieh,

B. Respondent states that he saw the Initials NEM written
on walls.

He also states that he had heard of the twelve demands from
other people.

C. Respondent states that he has esan Free Europe leaf-
lets;that he, on ceccasion, trenslated Czech leaflets
which sometimeys fell over HUngary. He states that he re-
celved Free Europe leaflete (also Hyngarian leaflets)
Einm h%g friends, but that he dld not sees the leallete

oo often .

Asked to discuse in detall, some of the FEC learlets!
contents, he stated that he could not "zs it was mixed up
with so many broadoasts that he had heard."

Respondent states that reading Free Euroze leaflets in-
volved the same riske that were involved in reading all

foreign literature,

Agked f'or hls opinion of Free Eyrope leaflets, respondent
sald thaet the content was always much de5- too old - "two
to three months behind",

Respondent states that he frequently passed Fpee Byrope
leaflets on to others and that the risk involved in reading
the leaflets dld not deter people from reading them, but
rather pttracted them to the leallets.
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Maspondent states that it wes “"almost impossibke” for
the legaflete to be influential since they were so old,
Adked whether the leaflets had-gny-we played any rols
in the revolution, the respondent sald "not at all",

Agked whethar Fpee Eyrope Committee should continue to
drop leaflets into Hunpgary, the reopondent sald "yves -
they ere & manifegtation of l1llfe - but that life dould be
a little fresher.”

Aslted what klnd of materdial he feels should be ptregeed
in the leaflets, respondent said, short pleces and "head-
ines .

Respondent states tlmt the goals of ths varicus groups
broadeasting and sendlng lnaflat into Hungary was "to serve th
their governments' purposes'.

The VOA "wanted to tell the Hungarian pecple that the
Amerdcan govertment is not si-dnwedves at all involved
in the atruggle foo feeedom in H ungary." RFE wvas intended
az "a counter polnt to the VOA pince RAFE told Hungary
that the U3 government standes for peeceful liberation of
Eaatern Burope."

'In




