IT. MAJOR SALIENCE A¥D WARM-UP QUESTION

The most important thing that the Americans
should know about the Mingarispn revolutlon
is thet 1% wes a democratlc revolution., The
pepple wanted the righta which existed in
1945 to 1947, end which were lost in 1948
when the one-party 8 ystem wmas introduced in
Hungzary.
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11T, CHIO0NOLOGY OF PERSONAL EXPEIIENCES
DURATNG THE 1EVOLUTION

A, On Octobar 22 1 wes at home in the village
of bBoget in Beranya County, That day I went

to work as ususl. lNothing exceptionsl happened,
gnd T did not know that s demonatration would
teka plece the next day in Budapest,

On OQetobar 23 I arrived home at 1l0p.m. That
night 1T heard over the radio that ths Central
Committee of the Cormmnist Party had been
urgsntly convensd, There wes asomethlng tense
about the redio ermouncement., I also heard
previously about Gero's speech hald that
night., Both I arnd my nsighbor with whom I
spolte that night sgreed that somethinz un-
uauel mext must be heppening in Dudspest,

B, The next morning,on October 2|, the radio
announced thet counter-revelutionary banrda
wore fighting in Budapest, We did rot believe
the radio about the counter-revelutionany
elementa and Tescists., We knew that the
firhting was being done by the students end
worlare who hrd started the demonstrestions.
We hesard about the demonsteratlionz only over

the redio.

My Lirst resction when I heard this miws was
gongern, My xam two brothers were in Dudapest,
one worling,the other studying., I suspected
thet if anything was going on in Budapest t hey
wera involved in it. I slec fearsd that the
revolt would be ¢rushed, We had to rely en-
tirely on the one-séded verslon which was
given us by the Hungerian redlo, then atill

in Communist hands,

Our villape was sboul five klllometers from
Pace, Everyone in the vill nge was exclted,
Half of the workers went to worl thet day.
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The others did not. Zveryone was uncertain
gbout whet actuaslly was poing on in Budspest.
The general impression wes that the revolt
would be crushed, Of the fifteen te twenty
Communista in the villege only ona or two
showed up erxdiried to meinteln order,.with
threats and persuakion. The mejority of the
Communists seemed to be secretly sympathizing
with t he events,

On October 25 I went to work, !y mmigbaex
neighbor persuaded me to go., I went to work
out of mere curlosity to ind out what was
going on, My place of work was ten killometers
north of' Peca. I was employed on & nNarrow
gage rallroad which hauled send to the Komilo
coalmines,

There wes ro work there that day. The mejority
of the workera refused tec startwik despite
the threats of the Party secratsry and the
foreman,

The right-wing Socisl Democrats who were
forced to silence during the Rakosl era,but
had influerce among the erknra,imediaEalr
took over,end organized g strike, The general
feallbhg wes that we shoulcd not be working when
there was fighting going on in Budepest,

The Party Secretary and cne or two Cormunists
end fawmeEwr foremen started worl neverthesless,
Vhen the third train was leaving for Eolfin,my
reighbor ard I bearded it, We wanted to know
what waa heppeninz in Kol ,where there were
people from our village working in the shaflt
operated by priscorera, Our frilends had been
sentensed for sconomic crimes,.

lle ware not able to %at rnagr the prison csmp,
The camp ard the shaflt were hesvily reinforced
wilth prison guprds, I hesrd two dnys leter

that the prilsoners made en unsuccessful sttempt
to btresk out. They were f inally relsased after
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the Russian withdrawal from rudepeat.

From Komlo we went home on the 25th, We re-
gardsd the aitustion with more hope because
the prolonged time limlts for surrendaring
indicated that the insurygents were stronger
1n Budspest then the goverrment admitted,

On the 26th two truck drivers from our village
organized the young people at home and were
willing to take tham to Peea to partleipets in
the domonstration scheduled for khw thet =xax
evering, About 20 peo ple batweon the ages of
15 to 30 wolunteersd to go. An informer notl-
fied the police,and four or five policemen
grreated one of the firivers and confiscated
their trucks, The errested truck driver was
talken into Pecs and beaten by the AvH. The
other driver fled.

The police were very sgeresive and were heavlly
armed, Burches of hand-grenasdes were hanging
from thelr belts,

About 10 or 12 yourng people,including myself,
degided to go in on foot. Some of the mothers,
on goeling the selizure of the trucks and the
arrest of one truck driver,fesred for the
safety of the children, They begpad f hem mot
to go. Orne was lécked Xm up at home and es-
caped thru the window,

We had to po in semX smell groups of two or
threa, The WH had set up rmad road blocks to
prevent miners and workers from coming in to
the clity.

In 8 mall groups we were able to pasas the road
blocks urmolested,end we finally met at a des-
ignated point #n Pecas,

A lerge scale #memm demonstration wes In proreess

P — N —
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in Pecs when we arrived., /bout 30,000 to 35,008
people took part in it, They were mostly young
workers, atudents,but prectically everyone was
there.

The AVH finnlly succeseded in dlsperaing the
crowd, There were warning shots,drenching by
firemen,and clubbing with rifle butta., The
Blue pollce mlso helped the AVH, They werse
placed under AVH command., Some srmy units
were also ordered out aghinst the crowd. They
were vory frierdly and pelite, They showed
some Tirmness only when an AVH offlcer came
by to Inspect them.

Those who refusaed to disperae were arrested,
Two boys from our village,one a first cousin,
wers teken in by the AVH, They were in the
AVE for over 2l hours and came home virtuslly
black snd blue all over,

When we returned home without the two boys,
there wea much indignetion in the village
over thelr arrest. Thelr perents were the
loudest in urging thet something bs done, The
village Comrmnists decided it was best to

1ie low,

That night we held s demonatratiocn in the
village, About 200 people were thers in front
of the local Coumell bullding. The demor-
strotors demanded that the Hussians lesve

the ecountry. It wes more of an expression of
sympathy for the insurgents in Budspest.

Somé loud-mouth elements,mostly mmm turn-
coats,wented to memkiam lynch the Communists,
But,the saner elements were ell of the view
that the Cormunists should be pleaced before

a court later ongd.

b feyw drunkerds wanted to hurn down the village
council bullding and destroy all tax snd crop
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delivery records, Thoy were dissuaded from
dolng this.

The Communiste in the villsge were very re-
pentent and publiely destroyed t helr mem-
bership cerda. Their wives and children also
bagged for mercy.

There was a tendency on the part of the kuloks
to reposseas their f=rms end homes,but they
agreed to welt until ordsr wns muskmesrestored,

Towerd midnight the red star wes remcved Irom
the local village council bullding.

On the 27th the trucke came to talee the minere
to work. About one third of the village worked
in the minep. The miners refusad to go. In the
afternoon some of the mf older miners agreed
to go,but only for maintfenance work.

There was & ban on liquor sales,and the pub
wae closed. But,the pub-keeper was dlspensing
liquor openly in the dairy store nextdoor.
However,the young pecple did not drink,only
the older ones. A blt under the influesnce of
drinlcing,they became very talkative and gave
us advice on the basis of their military ex-
periences in the two world wars.

On ths evenlng Bf the 27th we again went to

Pece, llow the demonstrations were mors aggressive
than the night before. The demonstrators de-
manded the releass of the priscnars arrested

the previous day.

The clty couneil chalrman in Pecs was not fo
be seen.tThe c der of the AVH, a colonel,
toolt the windyof the sails by declaring that
the AVH was algo on the side of the people,
The AVH commander wae forced to declare thile
bacause he was afraild of hie ovmn men. That
evening the local army commander announced
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that he was on the side of the revolution.

I personally waeg of the opinion that the AVH
was not sincere. But,the others thought that
we should walt and see. The AVH commandear
offered no resistence when we went to search
the bullding,and were tearing down the red
star from its roof.

The univerelty students went in the bullding
td check the premises of the AVH headquarters.
They entered tha b thru the front gate.
The prisoners were cha xx out thru the rear
door. The prisonere told the crowd what the
AVH had done to them,and the AVH commander
and his officers were almost lynched.

volelng his repentance he was able to talk
mixxin himself out of any atrocitiso against
the AVH officers,

By then the AVH men had deserted. Only the
non-commiesioned officers and officers re-
mained. But,that night the AVH virtually
ceased to exist in

We did not etay long. At about 1l0p.m. we

found a truck and m drove home. The AVH

Zx road blocke on the outskirts of the city
did not lknow what had happenad. Thay were
surpriced to hear that the commander of

thae AVH had declared that he was on our opide.
At first they did not believe us. The coldiers,
on the other hand,vho were helping the AVH
were overjoyed and started to throw away

thelr arms,and offered us {irearms and hand-

grenadep.

On the 28th we were informed by thlephons to
o to word and to elect our llorkersa' Council.
Instructions to hold Worleers' Council elections
had probably been iosued by Pecs. About 80 per
cent of the worlkers were there. The Communioct
direccter had dicappeared. Some Cormunists were
present,and one of them was even alected to the




721
t. 11/I11

Council, It was true that he was alwayc in
hot water with the Party.

The workers yanted to elect me to the Council
aloo,but T had already been elacted to aur
local villape Councll the previous day.

The Yorkers' Council adopted the demando of
the Peco univeraity students.

The Komlo mine romained Communist for a long
time,bacause there were many STalinistso in
control thera.

_ On the 20th I wao sent as a delegate to the

ionyo (C ountyll Revolutionary Council. Thera the
AVH commander &lso spole and addrensed us
ag comrades. He was booed out,and disappeared,
But,at this meeting,we also noticed that tho
Small Holders and other partlas were already
active and were trying to talte over control
of thae Revolutionary Councll.

I heard tha term 'Precdom Fighter' only after
October 28,over the radio. Thio term was used
by Radio Budapest after it came into the hands
of the inpurgento.

¢. From October 28 to November 4 I,on one
occanion,accompanied a convoy of fiftean
truclks carrying supplies to Budapest. I =mixy
stayed in Budapest only one day. Ue saw
Ruesians on the way,but they did not pay
much attentlon to us.

During this time I also helped to orpganize
the Petofil (FPeasant) Party in owr village.
I toolk an active part in orpanising our
militia.

Ilhen the Russians withdrew from Dudapent,l
thought that thio was a real withdrawel. My
impression was that the Soviet,under intermational
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prespure, had been forced to withdraw from
Budoapest,and would withdraw from Hungary

in dus time.

¢ I first heard that tha Russlans werce returning
over the radio on lovember 1 or 2,

: I say the first returning Russians at daim on

November 4. I was then in Pecs at the I-Iﬁ'u (County)
Counell ,discussing the organization of the
Petofi(Peasant) Party. The attack did not thmk
talce us completely by surprise. The previous
night we had heard of their approach. But,the
commander of the Russian tanlt troops convinced
uc that he wanted only to protect tho Rusaslans
worlting in the uranium mines,and to cover
their evacuation, The military commandar of
Feco told us that the troops were not in a
pogition to offer resistance. Some of the
political officers pabotaed proparations

for defense.

Tha Revolutionary Council desided to purrendar
the city in the cace of an attaclk.by tho
Rusoians. They thought that it uvould bo more
advisabde to mppx oppocse tho Rusplanc in the
mountains on the outskirts of the clty.

There was no registance vhoen the Rusgsiano wyare

advancing. The girl telephone operator and I
left the bullding together.thru the rear door

when the Rusoiano were comings in thru the front
door,. I received instrfictionc from the mill-
tary conmmander to pecure the ormo and amuuni-
tion in the Pedagopic Uniliversity.

to the university, the firearms on tuo
L truclks,and took Ix to the Mannalk [oun-
tainp.

I firet encorted the E!rl home ,and then went

About dak half the studento there dld not want
to go into the mountains to fight. They thought



T2-H

t. 33/111

that resistance was useless. The lisutenant
who was in charge of the Pedagoglc University
thought that I was an AVH apont nrovocatour
He wanted to shoot me on the t. 1 was
saved by a girl student who told the boys who
ware willing to fight who I was. Thoy intervened
in my behalf,and we went off with the two
iux trucke intoe the mountalns. lle used unfre-
g:gn:ad byways,and reachad the MNmpol in

ety.

In the mountains we cstablished contact with
the military commander,and a young lieutenant
gcame and took command of us. He took our oath
in which we pledged to obey commands and to
eontinue resistance.

The boys in our units were mostly students
gith soma young workers and peagants among
hew.

We received aspistance and food from thoe XxEm
smell villages nearby.

We continued fighting against the Ruesslans
until Nowember 14. After the first day,mang
boyc put down their arme and went Jmm home.
The othere were in favor of retreating in
armed unlts toward the ¥m western border.

On Yovember © I went home to calm my mother
who,as8 I heard from friends,had had o nervous
brealddovn because che lmow nothing about her
threc sonsa,

Uplle I was at home the Russians launched a

larre-ascale attaclk againet the insurgents,and
1 was wnable to get back to the wnit. The AVH
wag already arresting Fresdom Fighters in the

villaga.

On November 11 I started off with a friend to-
ward Yugoslavia. Unable to procead in that

direction,we were forced to go toward Austria.
On November 16 we reached the Austrian border.
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A part of the way we were able to go by train,

Summary of activitier during the revolution.

October 22: No knowledge of plammed demonstrations.

Octo : Returns hmme from work at lOp.m. and
hears < he radio that the Central Committfee
of the Communist Party had convened urgently.
Subject thought this unusual,but did not Imow
what happenead,as yet.

October 24: Heard radio announcment about armed
counter-revolutionary gange fighting in Budapest.
Did not po to uorik.

Cetober 25: Visited his place of employment,but
did not worlc.

October 26: Takes part in the Pecs demonstrations,
and also in those at home in the village.

Oetober 27: Ia elacted to the village Revolutilonary
Councll. Taltes part in the demonstmations in Pece.

October 28: Goeo to place of worit to elect the
Vorleers' Council.

October 29: Sent as delepgate to the Vorlers;
Council meeting in Peca.

Cetober 30-liowember 4: Goen with eonvoy of 15
truclcs to Budapeot, taling food to the Freadon
Fighters. Taleo part in the organization of the

Potofi(Peasant ) Party.

Novamber 4: Takes armo and atudents from Pecsc into
to mountaing nearby. Talkes active part in the fighting.

Bovember C: Goes home to qulet mother. Rucsian counter-
attaclt cuto him off from hic unit.
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Noveber 11: Starts off withfriends toward Yugo-
slavie,forced to go toward Austria. Reaches
Austrian territory November 16.

D. Despite the heavy logsas Hungary most cer-
tainly gained by the revolution. The Hungarian
youth proved the complete failluwre of Communist
ideology. This 1o important,especially with
reppect to the countries which are flirting
with Coomunism. Also,we can hope that Hungary's
sacrificeffl in the struggle againot Communism
will one day be rewarded when the reorganization
of Europe will ene=dfiag talte place.
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IV, EXPECTATIONS OF HELP FROM THE WEST DURING
THE REVOLUTION

? A. Ve won the firet round of the revolution,
and there was no need for aid. After the re-
invasion we thought that the West would help

' us by sending United Natione police troopa
if necessary.

B. We expacted aid from the West,aspecially
from the United Nations,becauss there was
Koréa to serve as a preffpdent. The revolution |
was also an exeellent opportunity for the
lleat to deal a decislve blow to world
Communism. The Russian officers we captured
also gave ue the impression that the Russians
had been prepared for firmer actlon on the
part of the lUest.

I did not meet any forelmers in Hungary
bafore my eccape to Austria,




t. 17/V.

V. SOCIAL CLASS STRUCTURE AND ATTITUDES

A. My father is a peasant farmer with 12
yokes of land. My parents were divorced in
1939,and my father ceded six yokes to my
mother. But,my mother and grandfather farmed
the other six yokes also,because my father
moved away from our village and became &
construction worker.

My mother also owned = house of two rooms and
a kitbhen.

BEoth my parents' educatlon extented only to
six grades of elementary school.

Basically there are still the same soclal
classes which existed under the so-called
capitalistic regime,although the wvarious
classes have changed in their numbexr and
composition. :

The peasantry -as such remains unchanged. There
are the industrial workers who have been rein-
forced by the peasantry. A large numbexr of the
peasantry had to lead a double life. That is.
they had & bit of land to farm on,which was
not sufficient to support them. Therefore,
they kept the land,but also went to work in
industries. This was a speclal class,half
peasant and half Industrial workerx.

The so-callad middle-class has partly declined
to the proletar level. Some of its mexkaxs
members were deported or liquadated,or had

to give up their former vlews in order to

be able to axlist.

The intelllgentsia was gradually replsced by
new cadres. But,they eventually accepted the
customs and standards of the former middle
class,and bacame estranged from their former
social class,
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I have had contact with all classes in Hyngary.

I who am half peasant and half industrial worker,))
considerad the industrial workers as leas re-
liable than the peasantry,and wac a firm be-

liever in the superior role £ of the peasantry.

In 1949 I went to work in the industriab,and
learned to lmow them better. I realized that
although the industrial workers may be slightly
international in their political contacts,they |
gtill are loyal and rellable Hungarians, I was |
also forced to admit that the workers uere

better educated,better organized,and more |
activae than the peasantry.

My opinion of the intelligentsies is fovorable.

Their honest members were indlined to let them-

selved be degraded into pzmk proletars. The

carperists of the middle class pgrvod tha

regime with their Imowledge and 11. In their

support of the regime the intelligentala went

beyond the point which was permiscdble. |

Industrialisto and aotate ovmers who vere
liquidated completely thru the nationalization |
of induetries and the land reform were tho

hardast hit in Hungary.

The peasantry was also vary much affected by
gerop deliveries and forced farm collectivization.

But,the true victims of the regime are,aftor
all,the industrial workers. All the injustices

of the Communist regime wera committed in tholr
nams. Morally,they were dafrauded and digillucioned.
Materially, they vere opprensed and expholted.

The workers were finally fasmmiixte forced to

turn agAinst thelr regime.

There was oome antagonism botueen the peasantry
and the industrial workers which could bo
attributed to the peasantry's deoiro to achleve
high prices = for produce and the industrial
workers' wish to pay as little mac poosible

for their food. There vas also a considerable
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degree of haughtiness and pride on the part

of the natlonalistic peasantry,mostly the riche:x
peasants. They were inclined to look down on

the Industrial workers as proletars.

Relations between the two classes improved when
a consliderable number of peasants were forced
to seek work inm the industries.

Both the industrial workers and the peasants xm
recognized the need for an intelligentsia. But,
as they were not satisfied with the regime,the
were displeased with the members of the intelli-
gentsla who 5upﬂa:ted the Communists. This was
trye evenvwhen their own children joined this
group of intelligentsia. Peasant and worker
parents were not at all proud of such children.

Then there were those members of the intelli-
gentsia who supported the workers and Eaasanta

in evexy way they could. Fox example,the in-
telligentsis ssbotaged compulsory crop deliveries
and production norms.

C. Politécal views were the most important from
the point of view of getting ahead in Communist
Hungary. Class origin was second in importance.
Many so-called 'class enemies' were assigned to
top jobs ktecause they professed Communjst politi-
cal views, But,here there were some limitations.
Former counts and barons had no chance of making
d career no mastter what political wiews they
professed,

Talent and experlence began to play some im-
portance only after 1953. From then on ¢class
origin snd political views In themselves were
not enough to get ahead.

My opinion is that anyone who wants to det
into the 'federation of the pwiprivileged',
35 we called it,must be very careful and
cunning. His ambitions must be carefully
concealed,and he must not proceed
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too rapidly. He muet have no other viswo than
what the party wants. His personal appearance
and talent are also of importance. Such a per-
son leado a double life.At home he ic a different
percon from how he 18 in publée. Hls motives

are a dopire for pover and for material advan-

tages.

Top government officialp AVH officers,and top
£ officera pot mx much more from Communist

soclety than & they daeserved. Thelr work uas
mp not productive and they received extremely
high pay,ten and fifteen times more than what
the average vorker wag pald. Also,there were
the elite workers wvho received bonuses and
remumerations in labor competitions, in which
the reocults were often falked.




VI. FAMILY LIFE UNDER COMMUNISM

A.Collectivization caused a loosening of morals
among the peasants. The peasantry lost its
material independence. A girl wn:king on a
collective farm had to be nice to the agronomist
or foreman. Otherwise,she would not be able to
get ahead. Girls and boys were taken to distant
apprentice homes where tha had no perental
supervislon,and cunaequentz indulged in sexual
affalrs more readily. The lack of rellglous life
also left & moral vacuum in the youth. Husbands
and wives were both forced to work, The number
of divorces Increased considerably. Marriages
were regarded less seriously.

In our family Communism had no affects at all.
Peasant trsditions in our »u village were very
strong,and we did not let our gx oirls and

women go off to work. .There were one oxr two

women who were promiscuous,but this was their
nature,and not the affect of Communism. There

were many women in the villsge who had mourned
their husbands for more than ten years,and led
exemplary lives. Oyr village remained religious,
and,even in 1956,children in the streets would
greet people with 'Pralce be to Jesus Christ'.

This was the affect of family up-bringing,and

not the affect of school. Our school-master
received disciplinary punishment because the school
inspector noticed that the pupils had torn

the pictures of Rekosl and Stalin from theilr books.

Our family and the ﬂuexaga family in Hungary
probably helnngs to the mI pe III that you
mentioned,that is,the family where Communism
had no affe:t on thelr famiiy life at all.



The up~bringing of the children

did not change at all during the Commmist re-
gime. In general,it can be said that the po-
called class war was very u
Inptructione pent from Peco lost thelr force
five Ikillometers away,just 1lilke a eup of water
in the depsert sand.

I think that the situation in our village is
due to the fact that there were very few share-
aroppers and former farm-hande there. The vast
majorify conploted of fairly well-to-do middle
peasanto with five,ten,or fifteen yolees of

land of thalr own. Very few AVH officers and
army offlcers,and Party secretarlec coms from
our villaga.

B. Courtohips changed.Deperimination whieh
exicted before 1945 ceased undar the hardshipe
of Communism. My fiancee,for example,was a
sehool toacher who I would not have been zim
able to court under the previcus regime,be-
cause I have only oix elementary grades. It

io true that her parente were also peasants,
but they were rieh peasants.

Parents interfered less in the question £ of

8 and courtsohips,whereas in the past
cehildren had to marry people the parents
pelected for them.

How it waps easler for people of the opposite
pgx to becomz acqualnted. There was less for-
mality and more oOpportunitiese.

Youny people engapgsd more freely in sexual
relations than before. This was caused by
the lack of relipgious influence, ImocpEyx
low pay which foreced girls into prostitution,
and by the x lack of parental suporvision.
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I was eighteen when I first had anything to
do with 8 girl. She was seventeen years old,
and had already had sexual experience. I
courted her for three weeke before anything
happaned. I was very clumsy and bashful. She
laughingly showsd me what to do. My father
noticed our lialson and put an end to 1it,

Prostitution was officimlly bamned a&n Hungary
since 1948,but seeret prostitution thrived.

I think that a true Communiot by comviction
(and this is very rare)is just as moral as

a Jesult monk. But,the careeristic Communists
have nc sexual inhibitions at all.

C. If my friend were to Jjoin the Communist
and become a Communist Party pecretary,

or offlecial,it would mean the end of our

friandship. I had such an experilence when

one of my f£txmmid friends became a Communist

and wag promoted to local councll chairman.

I severed all contacts with him,

In such cases I think it would be moetly the
Communiegt friend who would pever relations
with his non-Communist friend. He does not
mexcte want to be compromisad by such people.

I think 1t 18 impossible to continue a friend-
ship in such a cage under an agreement not to
mix politice in¥ it.

D. Juvenile delinquency inoreased under Communism.
Young apprentices stole not only from the factory
where they workesd,but also from each other, In
the apprentice homa.

The increase in juvenile delinquency was
caused by a greater degree of independence
glven to the Hungarian youth. Thelr in-
creasing demands were not accompanied by



higher incomes,

I have heard the word 'hooligan' before,but I
do not lmow what 1t means.

Jampecs' 1s the so-called smart young aumpke
person who can be recognized by his negligent
manners,and his flashy clothes. The jampecs
have no moral inhibitions,although in itgelf
their conduct is not criminal. But I think
such tendancies should be curbed,primarily
thru education.

mostly
The iampauu come/mmiy from industrial proletariat
families. They are from sixteen to 22 in age.

I think that the Communists exaggerated the
Jaupecs problem. But,there was come zh truth
in their eriticiame.



VII. RELIGION

A. Rogrettably the churches in Hungary,and
especially the Roman Catholle church,were

not progressive enough,and their large es-
tates bore the traces of feudalism,

The Communists persecuted the churches in
Hungery. Many priests were arrested. The Roman
Catholic was probably hit the hardest by
Communism,bacause it had the moot followersn.
The Communists claimed that Mydzenty,and other
members of the higher elergy,vanted to restore
the pre-ilorld ar II regime in order to get
back ccclecsiasotical sstates.

There wan freedom of relipgiouc instruction
only on paper.

Religion helped to curb the progress of
Communism in Hungary. The church and the £m
Communists have separate moral codep. For ex-
ample,the church is in favor of closc family
life. The Communioto,on the other hand,uant

to brealk-up family life altogethar. The church
is aloo opposed to materlialsem.

B. I think my parsants are more =iy religious
than I an.

The average person in Hungary io a bit ﬁﬂra |
relipgious than I am.

I balieve in God,and,from time to time,TI go

to church,but not regularliy--mostly when the
church is empty. I do not like relipgious
coremonies, They evoke only childhood memories,
but not religious feelings. I go into a church,
any church,once a week for a half how. I have
not gone to confession or communion since 1948,
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C. Churches should be allowed to maintain
schools Af they want to,but the system of
education should be uniform and provided
mostly by the ssate.

I denit think that the churches should be
allowed to exercise censorship officlally
on books,plays,and movies.

I do not think that in an tiimm independent
Hungary the church should play an active
role in pelitice. It is not good for re-
ligion to be concerned with mmrdixaffriwnx
worldly affaires.

D. I think all religions were equally per-
pecuted in Hungary,but I lmow no Jews. There
were none in ouwr vi e. I also lmow that
the religious Jews feel very strongly about
Rakoel and the other Jews in the Communist
Party.

A considerable percentage of the Jews blamed
the entire Hungarian nation for the atrocitles
suffered by them under faecism. They considered
Communism an opportunity for revenge. The

¥ regime also favored them. For example, a
rich peasant was deprived of his rty

and deported. At the same time,a rich Jewish
textile merchant = lost only his store, :
but was assigned to a good Jjob in a nationalixzed
store talken away from someona else. There

werc @alpo very many Jews in the AVH.

Israel 18 under Western M influence and is
againet Communiem. There is also anti-Semitigsm
in the Soviet Union. This probably Influenced
the attitude of the Jews toward Communism,

Comparatively,perhaps there werc more Jews
in the Communist party than there were Hun-
garians, (NOte:Subject used the term ‘'Jeus'
varnug Hungarians instead of Jews versus non-
Jewe,
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I do not know how the Jews reacted during the
revolution. There were very few Jews in Pecso
gince World War IXI. In the unith where I fought
there wera no Jews at all. I have not heard of
any Jews who were mfor the revolution,nor of

any who were againet it.

Only the Jews who have become top Commumists
or fear that thay will be brought to justice
for their deeds fear an independent Hungary.
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VIIl. THE HUNGARIAN YOUTH

A. Under Rungarian youth the young Hun-

I mean
garians between the ages of 16 t

©3
B. The Hungarimyouth played a 'u:{ active part
in the revolution, They carried out in practice
the lessons derived from the Petofl Circle de-
bates,and the instructions of the Hungarisn in-
tellectuals.

The Communists were ¥ unable to exterminate
patriotism in the Hungarian youth. They saw
the contradictions of the Communist theory
and practice. Also,the youth in general io
mfre enthusizstic. This explains thew thelir
conduct during the revelution.

It was the youth and not the older people who
led the revolution because older people are
more inclined to make compromises and are less
willing to tale risks.

Sometimes the older people considered the
youth irresponsible during the revolution.
Later they approved of what the youth wanted,
but disapproved of the revolution itself.

Most older people kept away from the revolu-
tion 2w entirely.

C. (N0t =ppitexitkmxapplicable. SubBject attended
only six grades,and had no children. )

D, The Hungarian youth conscidered Communist
indoctrination a fraud because it saw abundant
examplen of Communiesm in preoctice.

A srall part of the Hungarian youth,a few youny
workers and intellectuals,accepted Communiem in
1945 and 1947. Then Communism was new and seemed
true and idealistic. After 1948 this part of the
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youth gradually realized vhat Communism was

really like in practice, They became disilliu-
sloned,
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1X. magmx MAJOR DISSATISFACTIONS AS FELT IN
EVERYDAY LIFE

A. In Communist Hungary major dlissatls-
faction was the constant fear of arrest, I
was never able to keep my mouth shut,and
was llable to say the wrong thing before
the wrong person.

B. Peasants complained chiefly about compul-
sory crop deliveries,low prices,and high
taxes. Industrizl workers complained because
of low wages,labor competitions,and constant
lies of the Communists.



X. THE ECONOMIC LIFE

A, Ve lived in a small house of our own which
conslsted of two rooms,and & kitchen, I lived
with my mother and two younger brothers. In
the last Ina: before the revolutlion we lived
fairly well.

Our food was better than that of the average
worker in Hungary. Ve farmed on our smsll
farm,and after crop deliverles there was
enough left for the houselold,

I had two sults,two pairs of shoes,an over-
coat,and a raincoat. I was better off than

some workers who had only one sult for both
Bundays and weekdays.

A radic recelving set was a luxury. 1t cost
1300 forints, This was 200 forints more than
my monthly salaxy.

Our greatest problem was food. Ve had to give
in our grain and had to re-buy it at three
and four times its original price.

Housing was also a problem. If we wanted
materisl to repair the house we were forced
to pay for it with grain.

Before 1948 our standard 6f living after 1945
was higher than before the war. After 1946 it
became gradually and considerxably lower.

As compared to our pre-war life what I missed
most was that under Communism there was no
variety of goods. One had to accept what one
could buy.

Thexaxwasxnsthingxaftexxthexwaxxwhizhy hadxkann
gainaslxkyxusx

Vie had not gained anything under the Communist
regime from the point of view of our standard
of living.
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During the past eight years our standard of
living was the lowest In 1951,and '52. There
were droughts,frosts,and low crops,yet crop
deliveries were high. Ve lived somewhat better
in 1954 and '55.

The family that lived the best from among my
acqusintaces was the family of & peasant who
lived nearby. The puxsst parents farmed thelr
small farm,and had three sons,all married,
working in the mines. They were able to sm
modernize their home,buy new furniture,and
could afford a2 motorcycle,

Alter work the miners helpeéd on the farm.
They worked extremely hard %o ezrn money,
and were the winners of the labor competi-
tion in the mine.

The low standard of &x living in Hungary was
due to forced industrislization,large stale
investments,and rearmament., Collectivization
of frrms also served to decrease the standard
of living.

BE. My aversge income in 1956 was 1100 forints.

a month. The rest of the famlly's average in-
come after taxes was asbout another 1000 forinte,
that 1s 500 forints each.by my two brothers,

who farmed at home.

I had to subscribe for B00 fexikim forints in
avernment loand. This amount wes deducted
rom my pay in monthly installments,

1 recelved production premiums only on one
occasion amounting to 100 forints,

After work 1 always helped on the farm, Other-
wise the farm work was done by my mother and
brothers,

I did not get any wage increase during the

" - " —




last flve years.

C., We bought the 1ittle that we needed for our
household in the peasant cooperative store in#
the village. There was no other store where we
could buy. Most of our food we grew at home.

/e bought clothes only in state department
stores at prices fixed by the government.

There were difficulties in distiibution, For
example ,often one could not get salt or vinegar
in the store in the village. At the same time,
in Pecs,it was avallable.

It was very difflcult to get spare mechine parts
and one usually had to pey for them in suxximgrain
or food.

There were periodical shortages of lard or bacon.
One had to be on guard not to miss a supply coming
into the local peasant cooperative store. It was
guickly distrbbuted and,if one came late,one did
not get any,

There was some black-marketing in 1922 when therxe
was an acute food shotage. I do not know how the
bleck-market was orgsnized. It was conducted
moctly among aeliable friends and acgualntances.
There was also under-the-counter marketing,mmax
even in the cooperative stores,

Black-market prices were zhout 30 per cent higher
than the regular prices,

Blsck-marketing was very dangerous. If one was

caught one was liable to recelve a sentense of

one or two years,or even five yeass 1f you were
a kulok.

D. 1 worked sixteen hours in one shift,three
shifts a week. I rode to wxmk work on a bycycle,
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It took me forty minutes cne way. Kehn
Vhen it was rainfng and muddy I had to carry
the bicycle on back,and I cursed the
Communists for the bad roads.

I was a brakeman on & narrow gage railroad,
which hauled sand for the Komlo coal mines.
Somatimes 1 had to assist in loading and un-
loadino. This happened about once a week.

I slept only about six hours a day because
I also had towork on the farm. I was szt
satisfied with my job, Comparatively,it
was the best job 1 could get,and had very
little to do with other people.

I was on very good terms with my fellow=
workers with the exception of one or two
informers who were ameng them.

I did not have any speclal relatlions with my
superiors. Our relations were restricted to
business. 1 did not o fear my superiors,neither
did 1 woo them. I did not want to get ahead

or be promoted.

Of my two superiors,the political officer did
not know much about his work. But,znother rall-
road offlcer was expert in his field.

My fellow workers understood their jobs fairly
well. ODur superlors had pralse for work well
cone,

Soclalized medicazl service in Hungary was
falrly good. The trade union vacation pro-
gram was a hoax. Only a special few could
take part in it.

Pensions were very low and all workers pre-
ferred to keep on working as long as they
could.
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E. Small villages near a large citI are best
for merketing and purchasing,and also have
cultural facilities. At the same time,lit 1s
heslthier,cleanexr,and chesper to live in such
villages.

In the last five years the peasantry ate better
food than the city workers. Before that the
peasants were so thrifty that they preferred to
tske their foodstuffs to market than to eat it
themselves, Now they at least have learned to
live better., This can be attributed also to
their 'double life',that is,to their infil-
tration to industrial jobs.

1 think that the standaxd of llving was the
highest in the villsges near large cities,
and in miner settlements.,

Politically,it was easler in the villages
under Communlism. There the peasan 2 in
general did not take part im the political
activities. There was also a large degree
of passive political resistance in the
country.

1 was 20 years old when collectivization
was first intesoduced into Hungazry. I was
opposed to it because I reallized that the
profits would be reaped by the gmmxram
government. 1 also realized thatf there
would be too much government interference
and one could not be independent., It would
mean the loss of independence which the
Hungaxian peasants valued the most.

My views on collective farming have not
changed since then.

I think that the middle peasantry wes the
most opposed to collectivization, The misdai
middle peasantry was better organized and
wees better able to xamntxmi show the most
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resistance.

I did not hesr of farm cooperatives being dis-
solved. I only heaxd of a few members leaving
cooperatives. Members began to leafe cooperatives
in large numbexrs. Leaving the cooperatives was
rather difficult,but the peasants preferred to
leave. Not only did they not get back what was
originally theirs,but they also were hims held
respondsible for the debts incurred by the
cooperatives.
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XI. THE POLITICAL LIFE

&, Befors 1948 I was very much interested in :
politics, I took an active interest in the J
Peasant Federation. I was also a member of '
the Peasant Party. I liked the Peasant Party

because its program sulted the Hungarlan

peasantry's Enturast the best. But,l bLecame

t%d #dx disillusioned with the Peasant Partly

by the end of 1947 because I saw that its

leaders were becoming too pro-Soviet.

1 alwavs have Bad an unfavorable opinion of
Communism. I read the'Broblems of Leninism’
before 1948,and I realized that 1t was a
fraud. Since then my opinion of Communism
has not cheanged.

I heard about Bela Kun and his atrocitles.
JUdging by his features he was a cruel,
cold=blooded murderer.

During the war I heard practically nothing ‘
about the Hungarian Communist party. Every-

ong at home told us that Communists are

dirty scoundrals., I also heaxd much about

Communism in Russiad during the war. I

was inclined to disbelieve some of the \
things I heard. But,I became compasativedy
disillusioned with Russians and Communism#

when they wanted to rape my mother in 1945.

e were barely able to save her.

Since 1948 my views on the Hungaxian Communist
partv has not changed at all.

B, In 194% many workere became Party members
bacause they thought that the regime would
give them a much better life than the Horthy
regime. They were well meaning people who
graduslly became disillusioned wibh Communism,
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There sre also careerists in the Communist
Party who jolned the Party because they
wanted to get ahead.

Then there were the 'made' Party members
who jolned the Psrty almost automatically
because of their work or results in the
labor competitions.

o2 $55n]

At the end theré—only M these indifferent
members and careerists in the Communist
Party. Sometimes it was comical to see the
indifferent Party members in the villages
txykngxtmbeing persuaded by the Party
Secretaries to attend meetings,etc. Imh
They preferred to go to work in the flelds
or their vineyards instead.

Before 1948 the Communists did not dare
mention collectivization,and used patriotic
slogans, After 1948 the Rakosl era copied
the Soviet system to the last minute de-
tail. After that there was a slight break
in the Party policy whan Imre MNagy came
into power In 1953, +e—ieted—to—go—tacin

He tried to go back to the pre-1948 line.

Party morale :nallI never existed, What
the Communists called'Communist conscious-
ness' was just a8 lot of humbug to mislead
the youth.

Party moxale was only the close cooperation
of careerists for mutual benkfits.

The leaders of the Hungarisn Communist Party
comprise 3 small clique which wants power
and,under the gulse of Party Trinciplus.
ruthlessly suppresses snd exploits every-
one else,

The aims fext of the top Hungariasn Communists
are to help the Soviet conquer the world,




As individuals the top leaders 6f the Hun=-
garian Communist Party have no convictions.
The history of the Communist Party shows
that it is a constant struggle for power
by various factlons. I don't think they
thexste themselves believe what in what
they are doing.

Perhaps the top leaders believe that they
are better than others. Dictators usually
invent theories to justify themselves,
Power and material advantages are equally
important to them.

Some top Communist leaders have personality
and this makes them even more ambiticus.

Once Communism is overthrown the top Hun-
garians should be brought to justice to
ancwer for thelr c¥imes.

C. There was reslstance to Communism in all
walks of life,and at all times.

Resistance had a wide scale from boycotting
Communist demonstrations to slow down strikes,
sabotage,and grumbling.

Industrial workers did not attend Party and
trade union meetings. They opposed a labor
competitions,expressed their dissatiefactions
openly,which often led to their arrest.

Pezsants were less active in thelr resistance,
but they offered more pasiive resistance,
This slowed down the collectivlzation pro-
gram in Hungarz. Their resistance was ex-
pressed in such little things as,for ex-
anple,the followingy The peasants 1n our
village were opposed to day-light saving
time because they thought it wes & Communist
invention. They determined to live accorxding
£ to local time, They instructed the chuxch
sexksn sexton to ring the church bell 4
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accordingly. This was the "non-Communist
bell toll'. Thaxm In the next village the
bell was rung according to day-light saving
time. That was called the '"Communist bell
toll'.by the peasants.

Some members of the intellibentsia did not
accept jobs for which they were qualified
because thgy thought that by doing so they
would be supporting the Communist regime.
They also halped organize the resistance
of the peasants and industrial workers.

The degree of resistance was always in
direct propogrtion with the degree of
oppression,

People were aware of this resistance. There
were people in prisons from every village
in the country. It was useful to conduct
resistaoce against the Communists because
it did not allow the spirit of resistance
to die out,and it also set examples for
others to follow.

The intellectuals also resisted Communism.
After 1953 the Imre Nagy government allowed
the intellectuals greater freedom and gave
them an opportunity to criticize the reglme.
Such debates were Iate: conducted by the
Petofl Circle which became famous for its
resistance and defiance in 1956.(Subject
mentioned Pstofi Circle volutarily without
probing.) Before the Petofi Circle there
was only crlticism against some Communist
writers for deviationism.,

1 do not remember when I first heard about
the Petofi Circle. I probably read about
it in the paper. I always read about the
autivities of the Petofl Clrcle with keen
interest.
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The significance of the Petofl Circle is
primarily in its boldness to express criti-
clsm,and general dissatisfaction openly.
Basically it had nothing new to say.

The Hungarian intellectuals prepared the
revolutlion, They filled the role well to
which they were destined.

The intellectuals who took part in the
Petofl Circle are reallsts and not day-
dreamers and theorists. They sre pa
practical people.

The Hungarisn intellectusls turned azgalnst
the regime because materlal advantages for
intellectuals are not enough. They need
freedom of expression,and perhaps they had
a consclence which Mxzwmpadimsd compelled
them to side with the people despite m%
the advantages they weres getting from

the regime,



X11. THE APPARATUS OF POWER

A. The AVH Farsunnnl consisted of two kinds
of people. Most AVH members joined the ser-
vice because there was money in 1t and gave

them vast powers over others,with opportunities

to satist thelr sadistic inclinations. The
more stuplid E representatives of this type
remained without rank or became just non=-
commlssioned offlcers. The brighter ones
became officers.

The other type was the ifdealistic Communist
by conviction who belleved that they were
doing the right thing by supporting the

regime. They were morally or mentally un-
sound. They were the more dangexous ones.

I worked together with a worker in the
mines who volunteered for the AVH,was
sent to an officers' school,and became
an AVH lieutenant., He was very ambitious
and aleo a careerist. 1 don't think he
was a convinced Communist.

In 1948 1 was arrested for several days
because of my participation in the Peasant
Inion. I received a few slaps,but was not
twxak tortured. But,then it was not the
formidable AVH,only the AVDO of the regular
police. The AVH was formed after 1948,

I do not know of any AVH officers who felt
remaorse or wanted to qguit the service,

Once Hungary 1s Independent I think that
all AVH personnel whawid should be screened,

and those who committed atrocltles or crimes

should be brought to justice.

The Blue Pollce were considerably more
friendly than the AVH. They complained
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that they were under the constant super=-

vision of the AVH. Some of the men in the |
Blue Police force were AVH officers assigned

to regular police duty.

The Blue Police also operated with the help
of a wide network of informers. They were
fairly efficient.

During the revolution most members of the
Blue Police remalned passive. Some sym-
pathized with the revolution.

e —_—

B. I do not know much about the courts
before 1945, But,what I heard of these
courts I think that they were very severe
towardd Communists, Also,there was &
system of backstairs Influence. The people
who had the right contacts received better
treatment before these courts than others
who had none.

The pes People's Courts were set up in
1945 aftexr World Var II, They tried war
crimes cases. I think that there were
such things as war crimes. Some of the
Hungarians also helped the fascists to
committ such crimes and persecute Jews
and non-Jews alike. I think that ss
some of the war criminals were actually
guilty,but many of the sentemses im-
posed by the courts were notd just.

They were only acts of revenge and re-
taliation,

X} EuxingxihexsevaiutkanxEbontxdx

C. During the revolutlon about half the
Hungarian army became demoxalized and
dispersed. The majority of the remaining
part of the army took an active part in
the fighting on the side of the insurgents.
A comparatively small part of the army
sided with the Communists,
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This 1s my general experience on the basis
of what 1 myself saw in Pecs,and what I

saw in Budapest during short visit there,
and aiso on the kmks basls of what I heard

from others.

I don't think the geographlcal differences

influenced the conduct of the army. In
geaneral,It can be sald that the enlisted
men were,with very few exceptlons,on our

side. So were most of the non-commissioned

officers. Among the officers,there were
more who were siding with the Communists
than with us.

1 do not know of sny differences in the
behavior of the soldiers which can be
attributed to class origin.

The f£act that in some parts of Hungary
army units as a whole sided with t
revolution,whereas in other parts they
did mkx not,depended to a great extent
on the person of the commander. If the
commander was on our side,the army
followed sult.

I was surprised by the conduct of the
army during the revolution because I
did not dare hope that they would be
on our side. But,once they were on our
side &nd declared that they were sup-
porting us,l was also surprised by the
indecision of some of the cnmmandInq
officers.

(The rest of this sub-section is not
applicable as subject did not serve
in Hungarisn military service.)

D. It is true that the Russian particl-
pstion in the 1848 slso served to amke
meke them unpopular in Hungary. But,
their unpopularity is mostly due to
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their conduct in 1945 when they invaded the
country,

During the war I did not sympathize with
the Germéns,and theréfore,at one time,

1 thought that the Hungarian government's
attitude toward the Communists was éx-
aggerated, To & certain extent we antici-
pated the Russians because it would mean
the end of German rule. But,on the other
hand ,we would have much more preferrxed

to be occupied by some Vlestern power.

I have slready mentioned that when the
Russians came into Hungary in 1945 they
wanted to rape my mother,and they almost
shot me, I felt very disillusioned about
them. They committed the usual plundering,
robbing,and raﬂing in our district slso.
Bv contzct with the Russians did not
change my feiif feelings with them later
on. My dislike and hatred for them re-
mained all along.

I hyxm had no contact at all with Russian
occupation troops or their dependents in
Hungary before the revolution.

During the revolution I had no contact
with the Russians other than fighting.
On one occaslon,when 1 was golng home

on November 9 from the Maczek Mountains,
1 was stopped by a Rusiian patrol which
sgarched me,and sought evidence to prove
that I was fighting against them. Thev
let me go, I did not talk at all with
them,and I do nmot know anything about
thelr views or sttitudes toward Hun-
garians during the revolution.

E. In connection with compulsory agri-
cultural crop deliveries and wage com=
putations,l met government and industrial
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offlelals who were willing to help us. They
did this volutarily for no materisl gain.
They just simglv'nanttd to help others who
wera more or less in trouble,

F. In the case of local government officlals,
it was sometimes possible to talk with them
and to make them see reason. Out of a mere
willingness to help they would sometimes
apply some easler solution to our problems.
Very often,they did this out of a willling-
ness to help,but sometimes they accepted
tokens of gratitude,and even bribes,but
this was rare. Ankone caught accepting a
bribe was dismissed or,1f the case was

mora serlous,sentensed and sent to prilson.

G. I think that the top leadership of the
AVH comsisted of very crafty and intelli-
gent,shrewd offlcers.

The situation among the top army leader-
shlp wes the same. There were many officers
taken over from the Horthy regime,and

there were also Russian advisors in the
Hungarian army.

I
|
I think that the Russian army leadership
also consists of well-trained,intelligent

persons. They way they executed their

military operations in Hungary on November

4 xmamol shows that it was very carefully

and skillfully planned. They left no

loopholes open.

1 think that the Hungarian public admin-
istration's top officials were also in-
telligent and knew thdir business.
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XI1I. ASSESSMENTS OF FUTURE PROSPECTS FOR
HUNGARY

A. 1 think for the next few years no basic
changes can be expected in Hungary. Perhaps
the present Kadar gexmnry gusx government
will be replaced by another puppet govern-
ment,but this will not influence the basic
line of pollcy in Hunga:l. Kadar is not
continuing the Stalinistic policy exactly
of the R=sk Rakosi regime,because he had
been forced to make ct:taln concesslons,
Ths Thus,for example,his policy toward
the peasantry has changed,and is also
trying to give higher pay and other ad-
vantages to the #mk Industrial workers.
However,from the point of state security
andtﬁe:ucuﬂuna.tht E:aﬂnt Kedar system
é: ¢ same as the Rakosl government had
en.

Qutside Hungary there is & possibility
that the internal political sitaation
in the Soviet Union will lead to the
wezkening of the present government in
there,and therefore the government mey
be forced to make concessions. Another
promising sign is the increasing in-
dependence of the greater satellite
countries,namely Yugoslavia and China.
Vestern rearmament is also continulng.=
1t can be imagined that dmcihexfwkuxm
at a future stage the Soviet Union
will be forced to 4 make concessions
toward the West and muxw evacuate her
ositions in central and eastern
urope.

1 think that,in the long run,a war be-
tween the United States and the Soviet
Union is inevitable, When this war will
break out I do not know. It will depend
largely on the Soviet Union, If the
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Soviet Union thinks that she is strong
enough to risk a war with the VWest,she
will start this war, Otherwlse,the wax

may be postponed for years.

Aftfer whst we have gone thru in Hungary,
I am in favor of war at all costs,but
perhaps 1 would not war if this would
mean an atomic war with the danger of
wiping out the entire civilized world.
But,I think the people at home would
want war even at this risk.

The only possible way to a peaseful
solution of Hungary,and other eastexrn
European problems l1s the steadyiy in-
cxeasing rearmament on the part of

the Yest which,lf coupled with domestlic
political troubles and weakening in

the “oviet Union, may force the
Soviet government give up these
territories in Europe.

E. Since 1948 on,we in Hungary were al-
ways hoping that the Western world would
do something about Communist Sppxsxin
oppression in eastern Europe,and would
liberate us, Et different times we saw
the solution differently. There were
times when we thought that the Vest
would be able to free us thru peaceful
negotiations,and,at a later stage,when
the French and German reconciliatdon
took place,we hoped that & strong
Western army would be created which
would eventually start a war to free
us.

There was always something to hope for
all along during the entire time of
Communist oppression.
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V1.
XIV, SOCIAL,POLITICAL,AND ECONOMIC IDEOLOGY

A, In the future I want Hungary,when she RE~
galns her independence,to be a democratic,
: parliamentary republic. The social and
economic system would be,to a certain
degree,soclalized. |

B. Hungar¥hiu hlll#!llr an agriculturgal
:nuntrf erefore,it in ndependent
Hungary,emphasis in the lnonnmic ystem
should be placed on agriculture and not
industry. In industry,light industxry is
moreimportasnt than heavy industry. Ve
do not have the raw materials and re-
sources required for a heavy industry
which is able to ® compete an foreign
markets. Therefore,the production of
heavy industry products should be re-
duced to the minimum. Hungary should
not manufacture such items as,for
example ,automoblles and trucks. It
would be aaxm necessary to expand
those bxugams brsnches of industr
where the value is represented no
hz the material 1nvul¥ud.hznhut by

ill and craftsmanship. There is =
great future,I think,in the Hungarian
cbhemx chemical indust:'f.

Once the Communist regime is overthrowm,
the national enterprises should be
turned into enterprises owned by the
workers themselges. It would not be
just to return these entarprises to

. the thelr former owners because much
mnn&g has been invested in them frong’
the blood and sweat of the workers.

¥ The former owners,wowever,should get
some limited compensation,
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The cooperative farms and state farms in an
independent Hungary should be abolished.
They should be given back to their former
ownere or divided into small farms which
are large enough to sustain a family.

I approve of the government ownership of
transportatéon and communication facilities.
The nationalization of the heavy industry
is also proper. In the light industry 1
would set the limit at factories IMPIﬂ?iﬂE
over 200 or 300 workers.

I think it would be proper for the govern-
ment to establish a maximum limit on real-
estate property,which can be mmwrRe owned by
one person or family. I would place this
1imit at 100 yokes., If there were no other
choice,l would prefer a2 complete democracy
with no guaranteed standard of living to

a dictatorship with bread and butter, 1
feel confidant that 1 would be able to earn
enough and get ahead in a democratic country.

In principle I am opposed to the existance
of any party which wants to achieve supreme
rule with dictatorial methods. Therefoze,in
principle,I am opppsed to permitting xhma 2
Hungarian Zommunikit Communist Party to exist
in an independent Hungsry. However,the
Communist Party has % made itself so re-
diculous in Hungary that,in an independent,
Hungary,it would be advisable to permit

its existance just to prove tothe world
that 1t has no followers.

C. ldeally,the international situetion of
Hungary should be a neutrality like that
of Austria,but with an economic system
which comes closest to that of national
Communist Poland.
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Hungary shold conduct only trade relztions
with the Soviet Union on the basls of com-
plete equality. No cultural relatlions are
necessary with the Soviet Union. Cultural
and trede zsixfirelations should be con-
ducted by Hungary with the eastern Euro-
pean countries and also the western European
countries. Complete economic and cultuxal
relations should be established between
Hungary and the United States. Hungaxzy's
neutrzlity would exclude all military re-
lations,but in the case of world conflict,
when there is no other choice,Hungary
should side with the West, This is natural.

The idea of a federation of Danublan states
originastes with Kossuth in 1848 .We dis-
cussed such plans in the Hungarlan Peasgant
Union in 1945 and '46. Everyone thought
that such a federation of Danublan states
is not only desirable,but also possible.
Economic and cultural condition which exist
in 3ll these countries are practically
identical. Therefore,the federation could
be formed. I would like to have £% Poland,
E:a:hualuvakin.Aust:la,Hungarz Yugnulavi&.
and :h:ﬂn even Rumania in t is ederation.
I think that the 1dea of such a federation
is widespread in Hungary,asnd everyone is

in favor of it.

1 am not satisfied with the present boun=-
daxies of Hungery. 1 would like to have
ethnical boundaries in central and eastern
Europe., That means that I,in prlncigle.
approve of the 1939-1940 Hungarian boun-
daries with slight modifications,especially
in Transylvania. These boundarles could

be achieved only thru peaceful means,per-
haps thru the United Nations. A plebiscite
should be held,and the population should
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decide thru popular vote to which country
it wishes to belong.

I am concerned about the E-h problems of
the Hungarian minorities living outside
Hungary. They are exposed to the natlonalism
of the neighﬁuring countries, Examples of
nationalism could be seen aitexr VWorld War
IT1 when the Hungarian minoritjes was being
expelled in large numbers from Czechoslo-
vakia. In my opinion,I would bée against
an exchange of population. ¥VE should get
bexkbx back not only the minorities,but
also the territories whki on which they
live, We have & historical right and
claim to these territories.

I feel very strongly about the injustice
of the two World War peace treaties which
deprived Hungary of lsrge territorlies and
Hungaxian population., Becmuse of these
unjust peace treaties,over three million
Hungarians are forced ¢ to live outside
fs of their own country. I think that
these problems are very lmportant,not
only to me but to everyone in Hungary.
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XV. THE FORMATION OF PUBLIC OPINION

A. I did not hear anything about Khrushchev's

seuret speech at the 20th Party Congress.

(Respondent was unable to identify Khrushchev's

speach with the denounclations fa of Stalin.,
en informed of this,he sald he remembered
only what he read in the newspapers.)

At home I heard about Senator McCarthy because
he densunzmd was denounced as a representative
of American neg-fascism. I sympathize with
every person wno takes an actlve stand against
Communism. Therefore,l liked Senator McCarthy

also.

The Hungaxian papers at home did not write
much about Peron's downfall in Argentina.
One dictator does not write about the down-
fall of another,becaused the people may
get ideas at home,

Before the revolution we did not know any-
thing about Rakosl's private life. We kaw
knew that he lived in a villa in great
luxury,but we did not know any detalls.

B. During the last tam ten years in Hungary
1 recelved the most information from foreign
radio broadcasts. The second most important
source of informestion was the domestic news-
papers. During the years of Communism we
acquired the talent for reading in between
the lines,

C. By woxrd of mouth we received all soxts
of domestic news,even news which did not

:gn:l appear In the papers. For example,

the people at home knew that the concen-

tration camp in Recsk existed,and that
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people were being deported and misireated
in 195Q,"'51,and '52. Hungary is not a

large country and,at a place of employment,
by talking with other workers,one was able
to get a falr ides of what was happening
indistant parts of the country.

1 received the most mms news from Hungaxrians
who were employed by some national enterprise
in such a capacity which necessitated their
frequent travel in all parts of the country.
1f & friend introduced you to such a person
and said that you were reliable,this person
would be willing to give you infermation.
The news a supplied by some people was more
relibble than that supplied others., It
always depended on the character of the
person concernad.

D.(This optional sub-section has been omitted
hecause of the time element,)
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XNVI. EVENTS QUTSIDE HUNGARY

A, There is a chance of a change in the
Soviet Union,but it is extremely unwise for
the YWest to wait for such a change to happen.
Changes within the Soviet Union are likely

to occur more thru gradual liberation,than
thru & revolution. Certain changes can al-
ready be observed within the Sovi et Union.

I think that the Soviet % leadaers have intro-
duced these changes only to let off steam,
and to avold & revolution,

I1f free elections were to be held in the
Soviet Union I think that the Communists |
would remain in s minority. Very likely |

i Su:‘sl Democratic party would be formed,
and/xN¥x would gsin Emk control.

In the Soviet Union it has become evident
that the top leaders of the Sowiet Communist
Party are isolated from the people,and that
the principles which they profess only serve
to insure the rule of 2 small clique.Within
this clique there are various types of
persons who crave power and want to rule
others. I think that they are very Eiax
clever and crafty individuals,and,to them,
Communist canvicIinn is only & superfluous
burden. Since the methods for remalning

in power are cruel and ruthless,they must

be likewise. The only dl fference between
the top Smikmkkt Soviet leaders and the
Hungarlan Communist lezders is the gquestion
of hierarchy. As individuals they are the
same type.

B. Ofthe countries mentioned the two most
popular are Poland and Yugoslavia. Poland
for historical reasens,Yugoslavia becsuse
there the national Communist regime has
tolerated private farming. This the psasants
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km in Hungary know,and therefore they are
inclined to sympathize with the Yugoslav
sy stem.

The two most unpopular countries with Hungary
are Czechoslovakla,and Rumania. €xmxCzecho-
slovakia is unpopular because of its minority
policy towaxd the Hungerisn minority in that
country. After World Wax II many Hungarians
were evicted from Czechoslovakia. jRumanls

is also unpuR:I:r because she has more than
one and one half million arians living
on her territory who should belong to Hun-
gary together with the territory on which
they live. This unpopularity refers to both
the government and glnpla,aapncially those
who helped to formulate and execute the
governmént policles.

1f these countries were to hold free elections
Communism would be defeastdd ever re,even
in Czechoslovakia where,at one time,in un-
faked electlions,Communists received 40 per
cent of the popular vote.

Of the countries mentioned tha standaxd of
living is highest in Czechoslovakia,and
second highest in Bast Germany. It is the
lowest in Bulgasria,and second lowest 1n
Rumania.

1 don't think that Gomulka 1s & Soviet
puppet.but there is no doubt that he 1is
a Communist conviction. I think thst
developments in Poland represent a séep
ashead in the progress of liberating the
European satellite countries,and freelng
them from Soviet influance.

1 think that the Gomulka government in
Poland is only a2 first step toward that
country's liberation. It cannot be denied
that the people in Poland today want more
than simply national Communism. But,the
time will come we when all the satellite
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countries will make use of the internal
diffliculties within the Soviet Union,
nml.ulzinu on promises of Western zid,
will make another attempt to sever

tiees with the Soviet Unlon. Whether
Gomulka at that time will be able to
remaln in power or not,I do not know,

Events in Poland most certainly had a deep
affect on events in Hungary. Tzn Hungarian
public regarded with sympathy the esvents
of Poznan. (Note:Subject mentioned the Poa-
nan riots spontaneously.) We heard about
the Poznan riots over Iha radio. Foréign
radio broadcasts deslt extensively on the
events in Poland. The Hungarian newspapers
and radio also wrote and broadcast about
them,but only the Communist version.People,
in general,in Hungary knew what was
happening there.

During the revolution we hoped that the
events in Poland would take the same course
as in Hungary. That would have helped

us immensely. Regrettably,CGomulka stopped
them halfway.

Desplite the fact that Hungary hss suffered
VEry han:z losses during the revolution,

I still think that ours was the right path
to follow,and not the Polish path. There
is no stopping halfway. Morally we were
right. Regrettably we lost the revolution
and now there are persecutions at home.
Still,it had to be as it occurred.

D. 1 think that Tlto is the orlglinator

of national Communism, National Communism

is important in splitting up the Communits
camp,but it is only a temporary solution.

People are not nil!ing to accept Communism
even in this form.

For economic and political reasons Tito
tries to maintain good relation both
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with the western European countries and the
United States and with the Soviet Union.
There has Leen a certaln degree of reconcil-
iation between Tito and the Soviet Union.
recently, But,l do not think that Tito will
ever again occupy the same satellite posi-
tion whi:hikz;: before 1948,

Tito would liRe very much to extend his
influence over the other satellite countries
in eastern Europe. He would llke to become
the ideological leader of these satellite
countries, There 1s Titoism within the
Communist parties of the satellite countries,

but it is unpopular among the people them=
selves,

Tito blames the Rakosi ers for the outbreak
of the Hungarian revolution. He did not de-
nounca the revolution as a fascist movement,
and also gave refuge to the Freedom pFighters
who escaped to his cnunt:I. This latter act
on Tito's part indicates that he is inde-
pandent of Moscow.

Tito in Yugoslavis enjoys a certain degree
of popularity. But this popularity is not
enough to save him should free elections be
held in Yugoslavia. He would be swept away.

We lived in Hunga:l near the Yugoslav border,
and were failrly well informed of the condi-
tions in Yugoslavia.

E. Although in principle I favor nationalie
zation,for example,the nationalizstion of
heavy industrées in Hungary,l think that
from an international point of view Egypt
did not have the right to nationalize the
Suez Canal. It is very vital waterway which
is important for the economy and security
of wastern Europe.

I think that France end England had s right
to attack Egypt because of the nationali-
zation of the mamixcanal. France and Englsnd
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were motivated not only hlﬂnnlnnlal alms,
but primarily to insure the oil supply of
Western Europe. This was necessary from
the peint of view of world security. I do
not agree with American foreign poIiny on
the Suex Canal. I think that the British,
E:ln:h.and Israell line of diplomacy was
etter.

The events in Egypt most certainly affected
the outcome of the Hungarian revolution in
the Fall of 1956. 1 approve of the BritMish
French,lsraelil action in Egypt.but it cannot
be denied that from our point of view it was
very inopportune. The tragedy of the situ-
ation is that in both places,in Hungary and
in Egypt,the westexrn world suffered defeat.
The events in qugt served to divide world opinion
and distracted attention from what was

going on in Hungary.

F. I think that the standard of living in
West Germany ls the highest in Europe today.

I don't think that in the present era the
Germans repreéesent a threat to world security.
Only the Russians are threatening world
pesce,

The Germans are essential from the point of
view of European security. They are sgainst
the Russians and,therefore,]l approve of
West German rearmament.

The West German army at the present time
is not as strong as the British army or
the French, I think the length of militaxy
service in the West German army 1s three
years,

Although the people at home did not syme
pathize with the Germsns,itcannot be cdenied
that they were our allies. For this reason
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they did their best to avoid friction with
Hungarian civilisns and the Hungaiian army.
Therefore there is no doubt that the Ger-
man xxmy occupation of Hungary was less
distasteful not only to me but to every-
one at homa.

The German officers and enlisted men acted
much more disciplined in Hungary thsn thelx
Soviet counterpart.

G. I approve of NATO and consider it essential

for Europesn peace. This is the most important

means of defense against Soviet aggression.

Egnﬂzlranw'Plct is the Communist counterpart
TO.

The British Labor Party more or less corresponds
+6 the Social Democratic parties on the €on-
tinent. 1 think that the British Labor Party
in England has large support,and sooner or
later it will agein come to power. In my
opinion the British Labor Party is opposed
to Communism. There is one faction,the left
wing of the Party,which is more tolerant of
Communism. I disapprove of this,and conslder
that it would be extremely dangerxous if

this faction of the perty were to be in
control.

0f the countriee mentioned the standard of
living is the highest in West Germany,with £
Great Britain second,ltaly third,Greece
fourth,Soviet Union fifth#,and Egypt last.

H. On my arrival to the United States I
was very much impressed by the proportions
of New York. I came by ship,and the New
York skyline from a distance was very
imtrass ve., I was awed by the statue of
liberty,and pinched myself to make sure

1 was not asisapx dreaming, I was also
impressed with the large number of cars,
good roads,efficiency,snd the good or-
ganization which I saw everywhere,
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I am vexry dissatisfied with American foreign
goli:yr in eastern Europe. Our lmpression at
ome was that Amexican foreign policy 1s not
prepared for the smusmsi developments which
mzExx® occurred then, Since my axrival in
the United States my views have been altered
somewhat in &s much as I reallze that per-
haps the United States,by keeping away from
the Hungarian crisis,was trying to preserve
world peace,and avold the outbreak of &
third world war.

I think that the United States government
should continue to support Poland and
Yugoslavia,and to give them loans. They
are opposed to the Soviet Union.

In connection with Hungary I think that
the United States government should not
maintain diplomatic relations with the
Kadar government. It should not recognize
the Kadar govemnment at all,but instead
should grant recognition to the government
formed by Anna Kethly in exile,

I think that the pam people at home would
ey va:y much like to see forelgn visitors,
especially tourlsts and trade union repre-
sentatives. I don't think it would be
advisable to sent statesmen or diplomats,
because in certalin sense this would be
recognition of the Kadar government,

I think that the people at home would also
like to read more Western publications,but

I do not know how to send these publications
home.

The purpose of the Marshall Plan was to aid
the disrupted economles of Europe in an
effort to curb the widespreading of Communism.
Directly,I don't think tﬁat Marshall loan
grants were linked with any political con-
ditioens. Indirectly,however,it is possible
thet the acceptance of the Marshall Plan




a certain degree of American influence on the
policles of the nations concerned.

The United States became involved in the
Korean War in order to curb the expansion
of Communism in Asia. I do not know of any
other reason why America fought in Korea.

J. The United Nations is a giant with leaden
feet which cannot move when it is necessary.

The autumn f and winter of 1956 the Unlted
Nations should have accepted the declaration
of neutrality issued by the Imre Nagy govern=-
ment,and should have guaranteed the neutrality
of Hungary. In my opindon there is not much
hope in the near future for affective United
Nations action in behalf of Hungary. The
problem of Hungaxy is strongly and xie=i

x% closely linked with the pxoblem of

Germany and other European countries.My
impression is that the Western world is

not yet strong enough,or has not yet de-
cided to take firm action against the

Soviet Union. Until then,no United Nations
actions can be expected to m#t aid Hungary.
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AVI1. KNOWLEDGE OF AND ATTITUDES TOWARD
SELECTED PERSONALITIES,

A. THe E:aat&st Hungarisn living today is elther
Cardinal Mindszenty or Imre Nagy. I have great
esteem for Cerdinal Mindszenty kmgssws because
of his firm convictions,and hIE opposition to
Communism. He did not leave the country desplte
the danger which he was exposed to.

I consider Imre Nasgy kme great because,although
he was @ Communist,he chose to side with the
Hungarian people.

B. Laszlo Rajk was the representative of
national Communism or Tltoism in Hungszy.
Had he succeeded,he would have been 3 greast
man. But,although Rajk was one degree less
unsympatheticythan the other Communists,he
nevertheless was still a Communist,

Erno Gero mere appearance has something
dimboikz diabolic in it.

Janos Kadar is an insignificant little person
who £ is only s tool in the hands of the Soviet.

There is something ubjuctinngﬁlfn the militaxy
bearing) and manner of Genersl Bela Kiraly.
But,l realize that he is the ssuixzepxze sole
representative of the Freedom Fighters Fed-
eration,and therefore he has my support,
despite his faults,

I have a very high opinion of Anna Kethly.

I spoke to her on one occasion here in New
York. I was impressed by her flrm conviction,
and her slmplicity. She told me that she be-
lieved that she could help the Hungarlian
ExxuwX cause more by golng to Europe and main-
taining contact with the Social Democratlc
parties of Europe.

There are many thinigs about President Eisen-
hower that indicateg his complete nzivete.
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His indecision marks the entire American
forelgn policy.

1 do not pathlze with Secretary General
Hammarsk jold,especially now when has
Wexst declared that keeping the Hungarlian
guestion on the agenda is not wise when
the world is trying o achleve dlsarmament.

Perhaps I am mlistaken,but SszxmftuxxyState
Secretary Dulles gave the impresiion of
being very energetic. At least this was
my opinion when I saw his photograph for
the first time in Hungary during the
Geneva Summit Conference.

Eden is a graat statesman,but I consdder it
2 blunder from our point of view that he
chose a time to attack Egypt when it was
very detrimental to us.

President Truman during hils sdminlistration
in many questions was tlirmer than President
Eilsenhower 1s today.

Before my departure from Hungary 1 did not
know anything about MiiMikoyan, There were
rumors to the effect that he was in Buda-
pest during the revolution.

Indian Prime Minister Nehru 1s ing to
slt on two horses with one ass. Hls cautlious
statements about the Hungariman revolution
did not do justice to the leader of a

nation which has recently gained 1lts in-
dependence. Ixzanskdux

1 consider Generalissimo Chiang Kei-shek
too old to be the leader of natlonalist
China. I think he should give up his
place to younger leadess who are destined
to create s great independent €hina.

Ferenc Nagy is not very popular among the
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Hungarian peasants. He RumixXam adopted too many
aristocratic customs at the time when he became
Prime Ministex.

Roosevelt was unguestionably a grest preslident
from the American point of view,but he was 3
very naive day-dreamer with respect to his#
policy toward the Communists.

1 am only sorry that Chancellor Adenauer is
not twenty years younger. I like him very
much,especlally his firmness.

1 can compare Stalin only to the Ceasars of
the Roman Empire.

I think Mslenko is a very intelligent pexson
and a believer of co-exlstance.

En Generalimsimo Franco has done his duty in
connection with Communism in Spaln,but now
he should retire and give over control to £¢
someone eifx else.

I would verv much dislike to ses Bevan gain
control of the British Labor Party. He is
too coy toward Communism,

Khrushchev's very appearsnce is comical, He
looks like a rural hxss horse itrader whose
ambitions are greatexr than hls talents.

I did not sympathize with Molotov because

he was cruel and wicked,but it must be
admitted that he was a very capable minister:
for ferelgn affairs. He was a tough,shrewd
firm Communist.

Although I am in favor of a soclal economic
era,]l would navertheless not like to see
Ollenhaver win the present elections in
West Germany, From the point of view of
Epropean security and the struggle sgainst
Communism,it would be more desirable if

he were to lose to Adenmuer.
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I heard vary much sbout Churchill an the
Communist press at home. He was described
as an arch foe of Communism, I sympathize

with him very much,




72-M
ts 67/XVI1I1I,

XVII1. ATTITUDES TOWARD EXILES AND EXILE
ACTIVITIES

A. The refugees that left Hungary can be divided
into three groups:those pmppeople who took an
active fighk part in the demonstrations and in
the fighting. They knew very well what to expect
if the revolution were defeated. Therefore,they

had to leave the country., The second group is #g,

persons who became fed up with life under
Communism,and came away to start life :znew,
The third group consists of persons who
fought in the revolution,but did A so only
for the fun of it and not from politiczl
convictions, They came out to seek sdventure,
and in many cases they discredit the Hun-
garians abroad. Fortunately,this group is

in the minority.

The average age of the refugees iz 21, llore
boys came out than girls or women. All three
socicsl classes are represented,but perhaps
there are more Industrial workers than members
of the intelligentsia,and peasants are the
fewest in number, Most of the refugees come
from Budapest and from the cities of western
Hungery. Peasants came from villages along

the Hungarian-Austrian border.

I know several cases where persons who knew
what was to be expected if they remained
home ,nevertheless remained for patriotic
reasons. They could have come out if they
had wanted to.

1f everyone were allowed to leave Hungary and
come Vest,I think that the majority of the
people now in Hungary would nevertheless re-
main,especially the peasants. The revolution
has proved that the peasants are weyxx very
attached to the soll,and are unwilling to
lzave behind their few possessions,

—-F——------*_________'_______ﬁ-'----------'-_--“-------1




B, From Vestern radio brozdcasts we at home
in Hungary knew sbout exile political ox-
ganizations and exile politiclans here in
the Test,especially in the United States.I
must add that such exile politicians were
not very popular &t home, The general feeling
sbout them was that they zre living here in
luxury and have,to a certzin extent,betrayed
us, OQur feeling at home wss that we will
decide ourselves who is coing to be who in
Hungary once the regime changes.

e at home heard about the Hungarian National
Comml ttee snd that Bels Vargs was its chair-

man. “e reallzed that,for the time being,the

Mational Committee was most sulted to repre-

sent us. We also knew thst there wss a mili-

tary group kasdheaded by General  --

Ferenc Farkas.

The M{By was the military group I just re-
ferred to.

1 have heard about the International Peasant
Unien which has united zl)l the peasant parties
of the satéllite countries,

My oplnion of Bela Varg:s can be summed up
in one sentense: 1 do not like to see priests
mixed up in politics.

Tibor Eckhardt is a brilliant man,and 1 have
a high opinlon of him. But,he has left Hun-

gary so long ago that 1 do not think he does

what 1s going on,and his evaluatlon of the
iunditiuns at home ax are not xeixibias re-
1akle.

Imre Kovacs was one of the leaders of the
Hungarlan young agricultural elements at
home. Fls books and he hims: hixzthimself
were populsr at home.

Charles Peyer was a right wing Social Bemo-
cratic leader who fled to the United States
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In the first years of the Communist rcgime. He
is amccused of betraying the Hungnhlsn workers
during the Horthy regime.

Mildoas Kallay,a Tormer prime nimister eof Hun-
gary,was pro-Weatern in his forelsn policy.
Hs represents to a certaln extent feudal
Hungnry,and does not stand much chence of
ever having influence in politicel affairs

in Hungary again.

Zolton Pfelffer was one of the opposltion
lenders in the 1947 elections. He wss dsmo-
cratic.

I do not know much sbout Istan Baronkovics .
He too was an opposition leader in Huyngary.
He had a fairly large Catholic party in the
1947 elections.

I heard sbout Genspal &4lo only hsre in the
United States.

General Ferenc Farkas 4€ Elobomnltis 5 peneral
of the old Hungarian army who 1s now somewhere
in the Veat. fie la against Commnism.

I henrd that Otte of Hapsburg is a very edu-
cated young man ,who has pelitiesl aagiratinna.
and wamts to return to the Hungwisn throne.
With this T do not =agree,becnusze I favor the
Rak republlican form of government.

Admiral Horthy as pgovarnor of Hungary was
agninat Communlsm nnd defented the 1919
Hungarian Communist regime. ‘ut,it cannot
be denled that during the 25 years that
he was In power in Hungary he did very
1ittles to mm improve socinl conditions.
That 1is,he could have done mors than what
waAS dﬂnﬂ'i

I am untble to glve any criticism of the
work of the Hungarian National Coumittees, and
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of the military groups in Austrias md Germany.

I do not know much ahout thelr work,nor of the

possibilities of what they could have done.

But,ny impression is that they were too much

obsorved in Iintrigue and In occupying top

positions in these organigations instead of

. working sx earnestly for Hungery. The mlll-

- tary orgenlzations in Austria and Germany,
which ware supposzed to be able to free Hun-
gary from Communism,were Inactive when the
decisive moment arrlved.

C. I have henrd of several psople who left
Hungary after 1945 md later returned when
the Hungerisn government declared a general
amnesty for persons who had lelft the country
11legally. Such persons were often inter- |
viewed and even filmed on newsresals after
their return. k£ Thse Oommunlsta started
thelr redaefectlon campalgn ss a propaganda
measure. Thay wanted these pasople to tell
the pecople a%t home of the Indifference of
the West sbout the future of Rungary,and
the uselessnoes of leaving ths country
1llegally. I talnk that these people came
home because tney werae alther homesligk,

or they had relatives at homs. The pecple
at homs were unible to undsrstand it,
because most of ths pecple I knew wanted
to laave ths country,wmd would have done
so had they h.d the chanoe.

D. Toe people at home would very much like
to lnow what the exlles are doing In their
bahnlf politicnlly, They are under the
impression that the exiles ars rapresenting
\ their cause hers in the West. They would
1ikes to lmow what haa bsen done. Also,they
would like to know how their friends and
) acquaintances,xxm and relatives are getting
along In thelr new homeland.

I think they should know what can be done



. 62 T1/XVIII.

by the exlles at all.

The Hungarian emmigrants should econduct propa=
- ganda pnd spread inforuation mbout the freex
true sltuationf in Hungary. Thay should try
to win the support of other nations in behalf
. of Hungary.

I am alrendy a member of the Freedom Fighters
Fadaration. I do not mind enprlier Hungarian
exiles joining this organization 1f they
accept cur views nnd demands which we Emks
Xpublishad during the revolutlion.

I know very little about the Hungarian
politicel parties in exile,and cannot give
an opinion on them.

|
|
|
During the revolution I Imew about ths re- l
vival of tha politlcal parties at homs, I

also participated in this work in as moch 1
as T was tha loosl representative of the |
Hungnrlsn Peasant Party,which was called

then the Petofi Party. 'h‘ala happened alter |
the withdrawal of the Russians from Buda- |
paest. I dlsapproved of these activitles

becauss I thought them premature. I re=- :
glgned my post apd uwrged my collsaguss

from the othor partles to do so also. I

thought tnat the whole formation of psrties

at that time only served to aplit Hun-

garinn unity. My opinion was £ bat ns long

a5 therc are Russians in Hungery the

revival of volitionl p'rtiea s hould he

= postponed.
o I think thatthe groups that went into
. exlle previously did not have to return

to [lungery to pirticipnte in the revival
of tie political parties after entering
the revolution. " could have gotten
nlong without them.
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Ee I want to return to Hungary only when she
becomea Independant,and really dsmoeratic.
If 1 get mmeks marrisd here in the Unitad
Statea,l will inslet that =y children learn
Hungarian.
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XIX. AUDIENCE REACTIONS TO R*DIO AND LEMFLETS

Ae *“t home I lisatened regularly to forelgn
redio broadeasts. I listened to broadcasts
of B.B.C.,tha Volce of Amerioca,fadio Frees
Europe,and the Parls Radio. All these broad-
casts were jammed. Probably the Volce of
fmerica nnd the Rndio Free Europe broad-
casta were jJammed the most. St1ll,Radio Frees
Europé broadcaste were sble to come thru
fxx falrly well. I listensd only to Hun-
garian brondcasts by these stat!ons. I
listened te them at lenst twiloce n week at
home on our own radio in the company of

my parents end sometimes the nelghbors,
There were some speclal precautions I took
in connedtion to listening to foreign

radlof broadcasts.

I d1d not keep the radlo nesr the window,
and when we turned 1t on to some forelgn
broadeesting station,w» usually closed the
windows and doors.

When I myself was unable to listen to Western
radio broadeasts,l alwaye recelved a second-
hand asceount of what had been said/ from
friendz or rolatives.

Listening to foreign broadcast in 1tself wae

not gEm 2 vunlshebls crime unleas one listened

in the company of others. But,talklng about
these broadcasts was considered inclting
against the psople's smem demoperney,and if
he wes caught he was llable to pgat a senten=me
of up to two or three years. I do not know
of any echimpges In tha degree of danger
during the ysars of Commnism., I think that
this danger did not deter many people from
1isteninz to foreign radio broadeastsa,
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I liked the B.B.C.'s Hungarisn broadeasts
best of mll., They gave the best news service
which was the most rellable and most accursate.
Their tone of broadeasting was impartial,

and mimm calm,whereas Radio Free Europe was
inclined to incite against the Communist.

e could also judge the accuracy of these
broadcasts on the basls of what the Hune-
garinn newapapers wrote sbout them.

Before the revolution fordign radio broad-
casts were without doubt preparing the way
for the revolution. Durlng the revolution
itselfl these forelgn radlo breadeasts had
moral prestige until it became evident
That the Western world is not willing to
do anything on our behalf. Then the foreign
broadoasts became extremely unpopular,and
lost their authority. In connection with
R«F.E. broadecasts T must mention that they
were a bit overplayed and theatrical.
Their tone was inciting. The broadcasta
should have been calmer and more lmpartisl.
Wie dlso hnd the feeling that even the
language whioh they used was a bit archaic.
lrJ';'i: was not the language w hich we = poke nt
ome .

During the revolution I myselfl maf never
heard that Radio Free Burcpe promlsed
affective military kaX or other aid,but
during the years it was broadeasting into
Hungary,it always implied that once we
did something,help would be forthcoming.

I think R.F.E. should continue 1ts btroad-
casts into Hungnry. The people nt home
want to be informed,but the brosdcnats
should eontaln more information which is
cbjective,and less inciting and oropaganda.
Ithink that the people at home would
appreciate 1t very much 1f,from time to
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time ,Raedio Free Lurops would report on the
life of t he refugees here. This would sort
of astailish & link between them end the
pocple at home.

T especlially 1like the so=-called 'Blaaok Book',
which glves information about Communists
and Informera at home,And sbout thelir deeds.

B, I heard sbout the initinls W.E.M. in 1981
or '52 from one of the workerswlth whom I

vorked., He told me that &= 1t 1s tha abbreviatlon

of the Hungerian resistance movement.
I have not heard asbcut the Twelve Damandas.

C. In 1955 on saveral occaslons balloons con=
£in taining leaflets dropped in our nelighbor-
hood. I found and recalved such leafllets
gbout saven or elght times. The lenflets
contnined news and propaganda agalnst the
Commmists. They contalned pictures from
time to time. I always passed the lesaflets

I found to others,and I mfiumx often re-
ceived them from others also.

There were times when I was unable to ebtain
n leaflat,but was told about 1ts contents.

I also renad In the newspapers the protests
of the Fungarian govermment agalnst such
baelloorns and leaflets belng sent into Hun-

BT -

It was considerably more d angerous to plck
up,keap,pREs on,or speak about Free Lurops
lenflets. "his too was consaldered = crime
of inetigating a2gainst the people's demo-
erney. This donpger mmkx perhnps deterred
some people from dolng such aets. I do not
know of any changes in the severlity with
which this "erime' wns punlahsd. Perhnape,
af'tepr 1953,punishment was s omewhqt more
lenlant.

e 8 S i s
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“he Free Lurope leaflets were riot bad. Very
niknx often they made a more lasting lupresslon
than tha radic broadeasts. I do not know of
any leaflets belng sent Into Hungary by %
balloona during the ravolutlion.

Frdas
L thinlt RMEXE Free Europs/should continue
sending leafleta into Hungary. For exaumpla,
plotures of an mx f£mxf refugee in his nesw
car would be very affective at hmix home.

I think that the works of some of the writers
who sam2 out of Hungary now mhxitk which can-
not be sent into Hungary thru regular channels
should be sent in by balloons.

De The orimary motives of the Vestern organi-
zatlons sending broadcasts and lsaflets into
flungary 1s to spread informaticn. I am not
aware of any differences in their motives.
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XX. CHILD REARING AND DTSCIPLINE

A. In my opinion the host impprtant Things m
child should be taught ix are patriotism,
honenty,respect for parents,and character.

I am not in favor of corporal punishment.for
children,but there sre cpscsvhere 1t B is
naEximEyr inevitable.

Tt hink that girls are more sansitive than
boya and they should be handled with greater
care,and lass severity.

Parents in genersl should take notice of the
fact that their children are growlng up,and
should treat them mcoordingly. It 1ls a great
mistale I think to treat a child who 1s 1
or 15 as 1f he were still only eight or nine.

I was ten years old when on one occaslon my
£xhk father sent me to the xmk atore to buy
something. 1 short-changed him,and he hecaume
paspicious, He asked me whether I had bought
something else for the money bedlde what he
told me to. I denled that I had bouzht cendy.
He tock mo to the store and asked the store-
keeper. The storekseper told him that I had
anlso bought some candy. He gave me two or
threa slaps not becsuse I wanted and covetad
the candy,bpt because I mhd had lied.

I know some familles where the children ars
punished by the mother,and in other families
by the father, But,I think that the oldsr
children are ususlly punishaed by the fathar.
That 1s,with the exception of girls becaucne
the older glirls sre always punished by the
mother only. I do not lmow of any changes
in this memxe=dk respect mccording to soeial
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claess.

Physical punlshment for boys ia usually abandoned
at 15 or 16,for girla at the age of 12 or 13.

Punishient in general 1s abandonad only when the
boy or girl finally leaves t he family., That 4ia,
when he or she gets marrlsd,

There may be some changem Iin thls respect according
to social class, For example,l know of n 60 ysar
old peasant who alapped hils f}ﬂ yeoar old son,who

had 20 nnd 21 year old sons himself'. It was n
tradition in the families in our nelghborhood

that the grandfather retained control of the

family until the very end.

The only change which Communism brought in
reapact to parental punishment is that the
children usurlly left home earlisr than be=-
fore., Therefore,punishment of chlldren was
abandoned at an earlier age.

Daspite the fact that officially physleal punish-
ment in schools was abandoned,ln our villege and
in the neighbolring villages,children in school,
if they mlsbehaved,were spenked just as during
the Horthy ragime.

The cheracter$stic traits which I value most in
a friend esre willingness to help,and sincerity.

THE EURD




