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IT. SALIENCE QUESTIOR

The Hungarian revolution waes the first real adtempt té& brezk the
Soviets' world domination. The Apmericans should have supported it
mueh better. As it did not succeed, a first-class opportunity has
been miassed,

111. CPRONOLOGY OF PERSONAL EXPENIENCES DURINGO THE REVOLUTION:

Detobar 22,

That evening, &t the university students' home, I took part in the
meeting of the engineering students, meeting during whioh we debated
the demands raised by the students of Sszeged on October 20, and when
wa also elesoted our student reprassntatives. Everybody expressed his
opinlons fresly.."'e decided to continue the debate the next day,
Monday, at the U iversity. At that time, we diddnot koow anything about
the demonstratiolls to coma.

Detobsr 23.

We held a new meeting in the morning, in & very feverish aitmosphers.
We Llesarnsd that a demonstEmtion would take placs, and we dedided to
nartieipate. I Joined the demonstrators at 5 P.M. when they left
the status of Generel Bem and were going to the Parliament. The
erowd was very largs, and made various demands. The demonstirabaem
weres not organised, thare waas not even a car wibth a loudspeaker,
The students of the Lenin Institute voiced discontent when the
crowd asksd for the removal of the red star, but they were shouted
down. Cars were arriving from everywhers. The orowd kePT IREETEEEX
kept shouting slogans, but it bhad no leaders.

1 left the demonstrators after 6.L45 P.M. because fximx I had
succeeded, with great difficulties, to obtain 2 tickets for the
operetta "The Csardas (ueen". The theatre was crowded and the

people were restless. At 11 P.M., thas performance was over and on

my way back home, I saw & Russian car burning on the street, and muany
peopla standing around 1t. I didn't know what was exactly golng on,

] tried to sstablish the contact with my fellow studente, but aould
not fipd any of them, From that time on, T can't keep an exsot
chronological order, because I was either at home -- 1 lived nsar

—

the Parliomanmy-- of fighting, mostly near the Fational Huseusm.




A. (4) The atmoaphars was catching. I did not think the demonstrations
would have some consequonces or results. I wes glad we dido't have to
fear the AVO apd ware frees to shout everything weX liked.

(8) 1 wanted complete independence, the dismissal of (ero end
free sleationa. I did not want several parties becauvse of the
danger of discord. I wanted the withdrawal &f the Russian troops.
But most of all, we all wanted mmxxim bhe independence of our
country. The majority of thes demonatratore consisted of students,
espesially from the universitiss, who ware jolned by passoera-by.
workars came later on trucks, wlth the atudents of the indu=trial
training schools. The demonsirators wers mostly young psopla.

(8) Bach school had a spokesman. The demonstmations can be callsd
spoentaneous; the initiative was taken by the stindi anta, bunt there
were no central or forgpal leaders,

B. (1) I was not present when the fighting broke out.
(2) I did not hear this word,
Detober 2L.

On that day, withlthree friends, we got machlne pistols and rifles.
Wwe heard that workers from Csspel were distributlng & truckload

of weapcns in a strest. We went into a house at Ralvin Squars, and
started to shoot from the windows at the Russians who ventured out
af their tanks. In the evening, we were supplied with some food

on the epot, and went to the Ninth Disctrict.

Detobar 258-26-27.

the next day
We returped to Lalvin Squarei Our irlding received two gun shells,
and we hed to abandon our position. Iin smm & strest, AVO-man wusre
shocting at the passers-by from a cellar. Ve silencad them with the
help of twe scldiers. I went home &nd hid my wespons behind the
garbage can.

0n Cctober 25, I took agaln my weapons. An AVO-man was shooting [rom
a roof until he was shot down. The Russian tanks were coming back to
KEalvin Squares. The Scoviets also started to shoot with L barraled
antl-creft guns. At that time, my nerves let me down, apd I went
home -

Between October 27 and Wovember, I didn't fight, but went to the
university to find a guard there, which I joined, We formed a
sompany under the command of an air-force lieutonant. We wWere

well organised, had weapons, amnunitlion, cars and trucks., We wers
on ulert day and night, and a3 soomn &5 & call would come in, wWe sent
a unit oa the spot. I took part in one of these surprise attacks

at Lhe Moskva Sguare against the AVO and thes Hussiansg, together

with people who hed gazoline bottles. Several Russian tanks were
destroyad.




As (4) The atmosphere was catohing. I did not thipk the demoastrations
would have some gonsequences or results. I was glad we dldn't have Lo
fear the AVO and were free to shout everything weX liked,

(5) I wanted complets independence, the dismispael of Gero and
free slections. I did pot want several parties becavse of the
danger of discord. Y wanted the withdrawal &f the Russian troopa.
But most of all, we &1l wanted maxxim the independence of cur
country. The majority of the demonatrators comsliated of studenta,
especinlly from the universities, who were Jolned by passears=by.
workars came later on trucks, with the studente of the indusirial
training schools, The demonstrators wers mostly young peopls.

(8) Each school had a spokesman. Tho demonstmations can be called
spontanesus; the initiative was takan by the stiviante, but thers
were no cenbtral or forpal leaderas.

Be (1) I was not present when the fighting broke out.
(2) I did not hear this word.
Dectober 2h.

on that day, withlthree friends, we got machines pistols and rifles.
We hea»d that workers from Csepel were distributing a truckload

of weapons ip & strest. We went intc a house at Kalvin 3quare, and
atarted to shoot from the windows at ths Russiane who ventured out
of their tanks. In the evening, we were supplied with some food

on the spot, and went to the Ninth Disctrict,

Datober 25-26~27.

the next da
We returned to Ralvia Iquuraf“ﬁﬁ?‘ﬁﬁ%lding recaivad two gun shells,
and we had to abendon our posItion. In smx a street, AVO-men wers
shocting at the passers-by from & cellar. Ve gilenced tham with the
help of two soldiers., I went home and hid ny wsapons behind the
garvagas cen.

0n Cetober 25, I took again nmy weapons. An AVO-man was ahooting from
& roof until hes was shot down. The Russian tanks were coming back to
Ealvin Square. The Sovieta also started to shoot with 4 barreled
anti-creft guns, 5t that time, my nerves lot me down, and I went
home .

Between October 27 and Novembar, I didn't fight, but went to the
university to find & guard thare, which I joined. W formed a
company under the command of an pir-force lisutenant. We wers

well orpanissd, had weapons, amnunition, cars and trucks, We were
on alert day and night, and as soon &5 A call would come in, we sent
a unit on the spot. I took part in one of theas surprise attacka

at she Moskva Square agalnst the AVO and the Russlans, together
with people who hed gazoline bottles. Several Russian tanks wers
des royaed.




B, [3} There was ons girl with every twenty mean. They showed
unbelievablh courage, Most of them were student girls in theilr
early twenties,

The students (secondary schools and universitles), from 17 to
25 years of age.

The workers, up %o 50 years of agse.

I did not see many office employees and intellectuals ¥n the
fighting.

(4) The workers of the arm plants put the weapons on trucks and
distributed them to the people on ths strests.Arms weBs also
taken from or given by the soldiers of the Hungarian Army,

(5) There was no formal or central lesadership. The young peoplas
would find themselves fighting together in one streest. There was
no soordinated plan, or cation,

(5) Dpe goal: to shhot down as many Russians as possible. I felt that
somathing had to happen.

(7) I didn't habe time to think of this,

(8) The Russians simply came in, they didnt't ask to be called for.

I11: TRE RE-~-INVASICH

T wont fto bed on Novsmber 3, and woke up the next morning at the
sound of the Russian guns, We heard the newa on the redio and knew
that the Russiens wers coming back. I became filled with anger,
and was furious that the Government had been confidant, didn't
organizw the Army, and also because the Jestern help was not
coming. O wanted to go out, but my parenta would not let me,

As the Farty Fouse waa nesar our home, our district was immediately

cecupled. On that day, I sould have been on guard at the University..

I could hardly go ocut the next days.Two Huassian tanks were stgionsd
parmansntiy in our mstrast.

As =oon a8 I heard that new Russian troops were coming into the
country, I sus-ected that thesir withdrawel from Budapsat was a
tactical maneuvar.

Ap AVO informer livedin oud house. On November 183, .5 Ruaslana

and two AVO-men came to our houss end arrented aman who fought with
me duricg the revolution. By chince, T was not homs at that time.

My father told me it was danpgerous to stay any longer, and 1 desided
then to lesave Aungary. On Wovember 20, I left Budapest on am bjcFclae
with a pisoce of salami end an old ruoksack. I avoided the Russlans
and reached Gyor, from where I got a ride on a car, Then I rac sone
20 miles bowards the borfler. A near-by bridge wes biown up in front
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fyont of me. Tha Russiens heard me, and searched me with reflectors,
but I was able bto aveid them and to tench safety in Austrila.

one last experience of the ravolution: the massacre befcore the
Parliament .

1 was going out when I saw a hugs orowd of demonstrators with flags,
trucks, and even Russlan tanks with civilians on them. Suddenly, I

heard a terrible shhoting and saw the crowd running in all directions,
smidst crles of horrar. Half an hour later, the fire ccased, and the

AT0 chase! the people. I went thers, and was able to ocount EB dead

‘in one pile. The vwounded were taken on trucks and smbulances, The square
was coversd with blood aad littered with clothes. I saw the bodies

of many o!d people, and some wers women. The sight was Jjust inimagi-
nable ERNENEXH. . .

7. EXPEGTAVYIORS OF HELP FROM THE WEST:

1 expefited nuch help from the West, Not only weapons and supplies,
but #lso soldlers, i.e. Hungarians livipg abrdad. I hoped ths
\msricans wtuld take advantzge of the situation agalinst the
Russians. But T didn't thinsk of & world war, because I saw how
woak the Hussisns were. I knew that the Soviets would not respect
Rungary's nevtrality, and that the U.N. hed no polioce foree and
gould on_ly offer spesclies and resolutions.

1 didn't hear rromises of direct help over the radie. But before
the revolubtion, sverybody thought from the broadcasts that wae
sould count on Western halp if some day something 'would breakx out,
When no heip cums, we realiszed that all we had got were emply
promises,

1 didn't mest ray forségners during the revolutlon.




V. SOCIAL CLASS STRVWCTURE ARD ATTITUDES

4s My Tather 18 a teacher for 25 years. He tought PFungarian
history, then music, in Kecskemet and in Budapest, 1o publie
schools.

My mother wes a (Oerman tedcher bafore the war. Shedld not wark
after her marriage, but has to work agsln today, as & cashier
in a state store (KOzert)

My family has no property.

My father greduated from University, my mother from sscondary
school,

B+ The rezl pocial classes in FHungary today would be:

1) The convinced Communistas
2) the nominal Tomnmunists
i) the others

T mention this classification because everything, i.e. positlion,
living etanderd, estec., depended on what group one bhelonged to.

The Gommunists had the good jobs and the good salarles. Among

the others, Exxmakixsenksr cazatdrhnzmxikaxspes very few could have
the pame, and ecould live normally.

There are three social. groupe: the peasants, the workers and the
intelligentsia. And completsly separated from them, the top
Communistn.

The peasanta.- They lived better before the war then now. The
Coomunissn wented to win them over. The big estates were diwvided
by the land reform of 19LS. The peasants wanted to keep their lamd,
and when ths regime tried to force them to enter the kclkhozas,
thiz opensd the eyes of the psssantiry. The regime persecuted them
as kulaks, burdened themwith heavy taxes and delivery guotas.

The workers.- They w>re batter off befors the war than now, Thay
ATe harrassed, and still in misery. The regime always said that
the power was theirs, but all kmnew that they were the vioctims of
the tatalitarien state., The revolution proved that they were not
"the dolid defense” of the regime.

Intelligentsia.~ Consisted of office employees, orofoscors, writers,
art-ats, eto.




2.& 3. 1 bad costacts wlth the pessantry at Tecskemet where

1 knew meny peacswnt famllies. For them, their land was the first
and seored thing, they wanted to work and die on it. They were
all dissatisfied 1th the regims.

I met and kneyw wo:kKers later ,while wor§ing in verious factorlies
and enterprises, Jhey all criticized the regilume.

My family bealongs %0 the intelligentsia.

C. The three soois? groups were brought closar by the Comaunist
K& oppresslon, Tha intellectuals didn't look down at the workers
and peasanta. The .rorkers considered themselves stronger than

the peasants, but 't could not be called a feeling of superiority.

D. The poasantry wes not satisfied, but couldn't do or organize
anything. The workers wers waiting for a propoer moment to do
somsthing, they eriticlwed sharply thexmy regime and wers more
aotive then the peisantry.

The intelligantsia rad to fear the moat if 14 got into trouble
politically. They were fired from their job and had to perform phyxksx
Physical work, They lorped small groups among themselves and

remainad quiet. Thie attitude changzed before the revolutior. The
iptellectuals, especially the writers, stood up against the

regims. When the revilution broke out, all classes united and took

&0 active mpek part in it.

The hardest hit by (ommunism were the aristocrats, capitalists,
and big lapd-owners who ware suppressed as social clasees after
1945, Hany went te she Vest. Today, the hardest hit are the
workers. They never worked so much in their life and recelvad
80 mieerable wapgas. They are tired apnd harrapsei to decth,

Be A baslo condition: to enter the Party, and to become, or

to pretend to be & Communist. One must be able to adapt oneself
to the Party line of the moment. I[n practice, if everything
worked out all rigrt, it meant that he was supported by the Party
20t connactiona, eud could climb the ladder. But he uscsalwsys
forced to spask as the Party wanted him to speak,

IT he was not a CP member, an intelligent man could not go ahead,
avon® with good conneactions. Another obstacle was one's flamily
origin andbackground.

Before the Zommunists took over coupletealy, CP membership

was not an as ential condition., In 1953, we thought that something
would change, na she CP mombership was not som much in the fore-
ground. Many independent amanll artlsans were givenm lLicensea.
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5. A man who does not cars even Lf he is doling the wrong
thing, who deoes evervthing he 1s belng t0ld by the Communiats,
in brisf a carrierist with a small braim who knows no nercy.

F. The CP mebers and Communists in general, the AVo and the
informsrs.

Vi. FAMILY LIFE UNDER COMMUNISH

the/
A. Thex parents had to sxplain to children at home whati they
wore not toukht at school. This was especially the case with
the intellsotuals,

The state tried to take the child away from honma (nurssries,
cunday instruction) in order to influence themand to Suneh
aducate them i1tself. The peasants' children wers maybe the
only ones who got more sducation at hone.

Bs Yea, for instance the Communiats sunpressed religious
instruotion, and wanted to bLring up a new generation for i
themsslves., The xmz=¥itx revolution showed the results of that
education.

fhe children wers put in day nurserlea,later became pionears.
They were shown movies or were taken on excursions on Sundays,
so that they could not go to mass. In their education, the
govlet Tnion is represented as the wonderland.

Bu + Lhe state never succesdsd to ohange the parents' education,
and did not influence the children, who generally obey their
parenta, Pabt every family is a different case.

In schhol, the former regime was described o have been very
bad, and the children wore tought to like the new regime.

Gu As I was & young child when the Gommunists tock over, I can't
tell much. Millions of different cases. All 1 can say is that
today, girla have more freedom than they had before.

(Respondent not very willing to talk abe .
viewer) 4 . ut thess matters.-Inter-

1.

De True frisndship could exist only between poople who ahared

theﬂaama ldeae and the same feelings.
€« One dossn't change one's ideas too much onceons reaches

the age of reason. I don't sse how somabody could change and
becoma a Communist.

(3} Ne.
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g, HBafore Comaunism, the Fungarians knew about criminmlity
through the press, Nnder Communism, the papers amEr never
touched this subjeot, and the people knew about 1t only by
hear-say. It vould be difficvit for me to make am svaluation
as to an aventual increese of the crime rate.

The poliss wasnot very efflciesnt. Many criminals were abls to
remain st large. Qur conception of a urime was the following:
1f a s%ate-store was robbed, we knew that the state was the
victim, snd wes were almost glad . If it was a Pprivete apartment
which was robbed, we considered tixm this a srime.

Unfortunately many workers drank their pay. This wasz caused by
the absence of normal family life, and the unbsarsble economis
conditions crasated by the regime.

If somebody wants to sleep, instead of working, it is not a
erime. ] den'® now much about hooligans and thelr agtivities.

Vil. RELIGION

A= The Communists persscuted the churches and tried to Suppress
religious life. For ax., those who graduated from a religious

high school ware almost snable to go ahead., Lkt Eecakemet, mouoy
wis collected from 15935 till 19LA for the erectiom of & church.
IThe construction was started, but the Communista took the money
awey, cemclished the work alrsady dome and vaed ths materiil

to bulld 2 barrack for the Russlan troops.

The Catholie church was the hardest hit, because its dootrine
is in completo contgadiotion was the materialistio idaclopgy
of Communisn,

The religious orders were dissolved, and theirme menbers given

the last joba. They were spiles in nvery church, —atching the
pPeople.whe attendad the service. They were later branded as
“elerical reaotionariss?. The rtail of Cardinal Minszenty is

the kunx most significant proef of the persscution of the churches.

I don't koow the effects of Communis: on ‘rotestantism andJudeism,

B: I accept God but do not give too muoch importance to the

forms in religion. I think “hat cne should go +¢ church only
whenm one likes to do it, not out of & fecsling of compulsion.
Onae should practice as much the inner prayer and and the outer
on#, This not only whaon one is in need of something.

T think religlon 4in & less factor in my life than in the life of
my parants, I'm peithar uore aor less religious than the averapge
person in Fungary.




I went to church shenI folt I wanted to. For us, students, 1t
was dangerous to go to church, and we used to go to chturches
1o ated in ather districts intown. If seen, this woulc havs
moant abad mark &n our cadre card.

D. Thers should be complete separation and indnpendance
hetwesen the churches and the stata,

(1) Religlous echools and instruction must be parmitted. The
atbendance to the servi:s on Sundusy should be facultative. Thx
Religious instruction is very important and no state can suppress
:Ltl

(2) Yos, otherwise ths abuses nay go too far.

(3) Should coopexate with the state, but not play any leading
and temporal role.

. The Jewa, before and dmximg under “ommunism, ttied to get

the better positions, and played untll now the role of turn-ooats.
About 75¢ of the top positiona in the Government and alsewhsre
were held by Jews.

They wanted to go shead, so thsy choza to enter the Party whadh
many of them supported. In my opinion, thers were faw of them

who wers not CP members.

Phelr attituds during the revolutlon was rather a nasslive one.
They stayed at home, walting for the situstion to evoluate. Those
who held high positions mmzm turned against the revolution.

(L) Yes, becsuse it vould be more difficult for them to go
ahead in the same manner as under the Communist regime.




VIII. THE FUNGARIAR YOUTH

A. From 16 to 25 years of age. The sscondary school, and
university students, the %oung peasants and workers.

B. This 15 a fanst.

(1) The youth tock the lead following the initiative of the
Hungarian wristers, The regime ves eriticiged freely and
km openly at the meetings of the PetHfi Cirelas. At the last
meetling, the place was too small to take in everybody,

yvouth
The nxudewks leszd the demonatrationz and took the most active
part in the revolution.

(2) Usumlly youth has %he will to stert and to achiave some thing.
A revolution is uvsually atarted by young people. Youths worked
Logether, met cften. The older people were more isolated.

(3) They looked at the younth with admiration and were giad !
to see that Communism did not pucceed in winning them over. -
They supported youth everywhere. Thx Youth wes happy to see that
the older pecple weres on %%m side and supported then

: their

G« The bzals alresady of education is false. The Soviet Union is
sel up a3 an ldaal before the youth, while in the Vestern world,
sverything 1s bad.

For ex., historic facts were falsified. (Russian inventors, ete.)
School policy changed wiih that of the Party. As longmd as Stalin
Livad, he was the model. After his death, his hxk nistakes ware
mentioned, Thers were also changenx under Imre Hagy. The school
books were re-written every year. In aducation, all examples and !
exeroioss were translated from Hussian books, No Yestern technieal

books were available., 75° of the geography book dealt with the USSR,

a foew pages with the U8, Russian history was tought in detail just

1ika PFungarian history. lHardly somsthing was mentioned about Vestern
history or countries. Cne had to study the Constitutien in the

secondary schools, Marxism~Leninism in the univeraliy.

The level of tha esducation was very low. Too many hours were
taken by Marxisw-Leninism, which was a compulsory subjeotmx, and

wes mixed with every couras. e, mechanical engineer studenta,
had weekly & hours of Marxism-laninism, plus 4 hours of s minars

apd two hours of disopssion. Add & hours of Russian language, and
tha total Lo 16 hours, that almost ths half of our total number

of hours waich was 36.



The univsrsities didn't have the right to designate thelr
oun desans, who ware appointed by the state Ministiry. The
gommunists slways filled these posts with their own men who=m
they considered reliable politicaklly. The right sxxzxpEax for
the universities to appoint their own deans was one of our
demands in Qectober.

In every faculty, am informer was Dullt in smong the reaochers.
The teachers either taught was in tha books, or, if they had
the courage, told the students what they had learned earlier,
My father used to reach history, and after the Communists took
over, he taught music, becauss he wanted td keep politica oul
of hie teaching as much &s possible.

The elementary graie teachers in the country-side didn't have

te complete secobdary-school im order to teach, bui they could

not formerly teach in an slementary schhol or in & universiiy.
Today, if the teacher is found reliable politically, he can

teaok everywhere, and in some cases, Lhe studenta are more
intelligent than their teacher! The teachers who graduate from

the universities possess & very good training and a wide knowledgs.
Many former professors wars wltlier firad or digplaced %o the
sountry-side. Some Just couldn't be raplaced,

Those who keimmgmd wera cualled 'class allensV hardly had a chlanos
to be admitted into a university, even if they had asrotection,
Their family backgr-und --children of kulaks, capitalists,
aristocrats, former gendarmes, etc.—- simply sliminated them.
The Communipts filled the universities with younz workers and
peasante. Talent and preliminary studies were not taken into
consideration. As the son of & tescher, I had no trouble belng
admitted, as my marks were all excellent (this was the required
oondition for the ehild of an intellectual).

rn for/

¥he oholce of voeation, everything depends on the cadre card,
talent and knowledge do not count, Thoss who wanted to study
were lucky if they were admitted, and did pot cars too muuh

if they wars ansble to chose the filed of thair studies. But
the ravolution showed clearly what the studants thought of

this arbltrary system.

Es 1., It is trus. There were politics in every film, in every
apeech and discussion. They never missed one ococeslon to educate
the vouth in thelr idedlogy.

2.+ The Communisys' policy conslsted of too meny comtradictory
1ie8. ¥a could see through them, and we knew ‘hat it was &ll
14ies, and was zimed &% ruining our oountry. o suoh 8 policy,
it was very difficult to yip supporters among the youth. Yough
did not approve it, and the Communists coald not win them over.
14 was a tragi-oomedy. Tvarybody laughed whsn & naw sohool-oook
was published, and when & new Russlan inventor was discovered,

(2) Touth never accepted Communism, st mo time. It always rajected
1t
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IX« MAJOR DISTATISFACTIONS

A+ The living standard of my family. Though my father taught

for 25 years, every member of our fapily had to work day and night
to assure our living. Before the war, my father was abis to support
all of us; *wdxyy under Communism, we all had to work.

Personnally, the various restrictioms. I played the plano
and T liked jags. When I played in publia, I couldn't play any
Vestern musioc. I could not dress as I plaased, this would have
endangered my staylng at the univeraity. And more than anything
slss, there was no froedom of expression. We had no entertainment
of real oultural level, everything was stuffed with politics and
Propaganda, or originated from Russis. This is also wvalid for
literature.

B« The low standard of living.

X. THE ECONOMIC LIFE.

As 1. ATtor 25 years of teaching, my father earned 1,300 forinis
per month. As a cashier, my mother sarmed 520 forints per month,
We had thus 2,000 forints for 6 persoms (my grand'mother lived
with us). ¥We had no property.

(a) OQur fond budget for 6 was the followilng:

Breakfast: 1 1/2 1bs. of bread, 9 for., tea with sugar (milk
was too expensive), 5 for.

Lunch: 20 for. (without meat)

Supper: 10 forints, minimum (left us hungry).

Alltogether, 4l for, per day, and 1,325 for. per month. e ate
meat onae a month.In brisf, 1,500 for, per month.

“*hen my father was able to giwe some private lessons, he could
earn 250 to 300 forints more, but for this, he had te work from
9 A.M. %111 B P.M. and he would come home conmpletely exhausted.

(housing) ¥e had one large room for six, with a kitchen and a food-
storage chanber, but no bathroom. The rent was 80 forints per uonth,
the lectricity, 120 for. or more (heating was not inoluded).

*then I wanted %o play the piapo, the whole family had km either to
lsave or to listen to it. “hem I had to draw till midoight, they
gouldn': sleep because of the light.

This would have left 600 for., but in reality nothing remained
There wors the deductions. 100 for, for some kiad of loan, health
insureance and inoome tax, 100 for, 2¢ for unicn fes. The washilnf,
household articles, my class-books, etc. absorbed the rest. e had
maybe 100 for, left for clothing, when a shirt of bad gualliiy
cost 130 forints.There was pnothing left for entertainmsnt. Froaz
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(elothliang) My father had two sirts which had to be washed every

day. Fe had to wear the same suit for five years, It was complete
alsery. I bought my clothes myself from the age of 10, I worked

ln the summer, or played the plano, then baught my clothes.

(d) Te be able %o go every month to the Opersa (L0 for., per month).
Jr to drink a glass of wine every day at lumch (300 for, for the
aix of us). .

. 3) Foed.
(L) Yes, much lower now.

{5) It wes slways the same. I can only remember that we slways
had debts,

2, I didn't know such family,

Js The Russisns ftook everything away from the country. The fastories
srodued for them, and we didn't get the right price. The Soviets
simply robbed the country. The quality of the preoducta deteriorat-
od becaucse the workers weare harrassed and pot bad raw materials,

[n agricvlture, the intrdduction of new memns of production creaked
cut-backe in produotivity.

D« As lopng &a I ves free all summer, I uged to work 2 months,

and wae &ble to earm 1,500-1,600 for. per month, working 12
nours per day. Out of this amount, 1,000 for. went away on food.
I worked in variocus fectories, constructlon enterprises, etc.
doing moetly physivag work.

(&) The teachern' salaries were railsed every 5 yeara. lly tather
got an 80 for. increage (ridiculous sum), He gmkxm rsceived no
family slicwances after his three children: 1 was & student, ny
srother was an industrial tralning studeat, and my sizter was
majors My brother and sister are both deaf-mute and had to receive
zpecial education. Put hot even this did matter to the state.

3 1. There vwers differen-es of prices, but also of guality. For
2X. the state bought the egpgws from the peasants for 30 ?Iiluru
snd sold them famx 1,50 for. aplece. These chesap sggms disapreared
iulokly, and the people had to go to the producar and buy thenm
for 2 forints. Only the producers had the gquality. Potatoes oost
1,80 for. a 1/2 1b at the Fomert store, 2,20 for. at ths producer.
these differences were regular

2. We didn't notice any differsnces.
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3. I knew well the food situation in Budapest. The produsers --
individual farmers and the collective farms -- sold their produces

to the Qovernment purchasing ocooperative. The cooperativa transperted
them from the country-side to the capital, where its representatives
sold them to the Kosert stores (state storss) which resold them

to the consumers. The purchasing copperative was responsible for

the trensportatlion and the quality of the goods. Onoe the Kosert
bought them, it was responsible for them.

(1) Many cases, because of individual mistakes (bad storage, sto.).

(2) He manufactured gpare parts could be found in Fungary, I could
have searched 1o vain through the whole country for a m spare biecyele
chealn.

{3) No. “hat & stupid questionl
L. Eggms, flour, meat.
5« Lemons, Eulnninl fruit wvere not avellable. Pepper.

(2) Wo.

6. So~called cheap-rice counld ba bought in %the Kosert, for ex.
Phexxnpinyessxuhaxkunnxzhrnkxiixsankdxgesxtk. Those who knew

the employees of the store ocould get it. The pesople always kept
for themselves what they got kkisxxmmy in this manner, because they
considered themsalves very luecky. -

One ean sreak of black-market only for watches and nylon. It was
not organised. Everybody who had monay tried to find some of these
things wheare he could. .
(L) Sever heard of such cusas,
E« 1. No, I always liked to live in towns, and I am used to it.
(1) The pezople in the country: they have their food at home.
(2) It's difficult to say.
(3) In the capital. In the country, everybody knew ugrrhudr.

in Budapest, it was impossible to know what 1,5 million people wers
doing, and the people felt more free.



2. 1 was too young then. But every act of force cannot bring
anything good with itself. The regime tecok the land by forwe

from the peasants, and turned them into its enemles. This

svetem ruined the Fungarian agrieculture. All the peasants opposed
the kolkhozes,

(L) During the revolution, when many peasants took back their
land.

3. Privete farming. Life in a kolkhose 1z simply not 1life. Vhat
a stupld qusstion to askl

b. Individual farming. Some cooperative system based on free
shnixw and veluntary membership.

XI. THE POLITICAL LIFE.

A« 1. Not interested at all, I was Just a child. But I hate the

Russians because I was able to realise that khmy in 1945

bhey ocomnitted many atrocitiess,zsmft ruiped our country, and took

away my father for 2 years. In a childish way, I had sympathies

for the Smallholdres' party, and desliked the Communists and the
Soo0 1al Democrats.

B. Most Communists had & very low cultural Imxmland intellectual
level. All they knew was Marxism-Leninism and Party history.

In brief, they wore unintelligent people, with narrow horisons,
who could neither think nor open their syes and whose head was
turned by Communisn,

The leaders weres fanatics. Then came those who triad to make a
mxxrimr career, and adapted themselves. For many, their jobs
depanded on their 0P membershlp, and they were forced to play
Elﬂn i

A I-E intelligent and fanatic Communiats believed in the new
ideology. But thelr parcentage is minimasl, and Y belleve

that kksy very few CP members were really convinced.,

2. Party policies changed all the time, not kaxxizxaiiky fundamsn~
tally, but in thelr trends, because %Xk they always followed the

directives sent from Moscow. *'e¢ knew then that thero were inner

struggles inside the top leadership of the Soviet Union.

for ex., thas kulnk% wers perscoustd under Rakosi, then treated
better under Imre " agy, wao abikoiished the word kulak,

The unity of the party is an imaginary notion, bascause there 1is

no unity within the Party, but there are the fanatlioes and the
opportunists. The CP members had no personal aims. They all exacuted
the orders received from the Soviet Uinion. They were naturally glad
to work little and to make much money.




be (3) 1 can't answer. If I think a 1ittle, I beliave that
these leadsrs are able that all they tell ls wrong &nd untrus,
and it would be hard to belisve everything, even for them.

(L) They are peaple who sxecute orders, and whose individual
actions ars to put them in effeet. If they wers told to arreat
four pecple, they would arrest ten, They are not only puppets,
but evil puppets, who do mors than what is asked from them.

They are damned swines. They have viocicus abllity, and hide

thelr crimes skillfully. The AV0O had underground torture chambers,
sven & mincing-machine nobody knew of. This was not dlabolic, but
satanio.

(6) The rank-and-fils meabers received their instructions from

their nstionsl leaders, not directly from Moscow, Thelr main &im
was carrerism,

¢, The disconfjent was general, and individual derision of and
invectives against the regime was a daily occupation, together
with the telling of anti-regime jokes. Jf somebody could causs
a damage to the state, he would never miss the opportunity.
This harpened a&ll the tlme.

gx. the students spat at or stole pictures of Rakesl and of other
leaders whenever and whereavar it was possible.

The personal motive must also be considered. “hen somebody stols
gazoline from & state enterprise, he would thus damage the state,
but he also sold the gas for his own profit.

The workers of the Market Fall msed to srike when the regime |
trisd to riss thelr working norms. The regime had to deal with |
them, because they were not sasy to replace,and thes supply in |
food of the capital depsnded on them. In addition, these men |
possesssd nothing, and thus having nothing to lose, were not '
afraid %o show oppositlon. {

|

Moat of the opposition came frem the workers. Thes students rlso
eriticised ths regime. The psasanta "sabotaged” (in the Communiat
words) the ingathering, did oot fulfill the deliverlies, kept parts

of the nroducea for themselves as they knew it would only go to ‘
the Soviets. Tho intelligentsia showed openly the mistakes of

the regims, sspscially later in the "Monday Jourmaln", Anopng othara
I rememder an articke entitled "The true face of comrade Oroshicar.
Evarybody knsw it was about Hakosd.

These azts of opposition hed no concrete effeats tut deepened

in the seople the ha'red for the regims, and kept them alive aad
alsrt, so that they never subamitted to ihe xpgiam Commnunist |
eysten.

2, Depended on tho opportunities and of the attitudes of the regime.
I cannot make divisioms into ohromological perieds,




"M 18,

1. The pedegogd would sometimes tell the real situation anc the
real Tacts to the =iudents, either openly or with coversd words.
Por ex. the teacher of physica would say: "The radio was invented
by Pepsff, though I previously knew it was invented by Marcomin.
Or: "The radlo was lavented by Marconi, and today they claim it was
invented by Popoff.n"

(2) Enew of 1t nince 1956. I was not an active member of the Circle.
1t was started 15 a political cirecle of DISZ, whioh broks avay

froja the 0ld line ard becames revolutionary in character. Teok in new
memvers. Iasteed of supporting the regime in its debates, it started
to orlticise %k .5, This attracted the publie, especizlly the youth.
The intellectuszls had already begun earlier to mest zmong themaslves
and to criticise he regime,

Hm.several former journ&lists used %o meet One evening a woek and

to debate the polliical situation., Thsy exchanged thelr thoughts,
snd decided to wrile an article in chvared words to be published,
through some young writer, in some literary newsnaper.

(L] They put into .ords what was alive in everybody. They u&lso unmask-
ed 2nd criticised *hose writers who served the regime, the plays
which glorofied 1it.

(5) Noebedy was thinling of a revolution. Ve can't speak here of
"gprarhead” of the revolution. The revolution happened in one Im
aftar-noon, or rath:r a few ninuten.

(6 We eupported thea.

L. They =aw thet the country vould be comsletely ruined if it
followed the path ant un by the ropgime.

ALL. THE APTARATUS OUF POWER

ﬁ. Lu I must mske « distinction btetwsen thosex AVe men who joined
the secrst police 7oluntarily, and those w era drafted “rom the
army. I don't conslderz the sscond ones nu?ﬁ -men, and ewything

i;jlﬂfhﬂ“t this subject appliss only to the first oategory I mentioned

The AVO-men were most uncultured They were sadist oreat
. x . ures who
counld herd;y*ha called men, They were blind and oruel, didn't have
the slightest estaem or affection for their fellow-men. Many came from
the country-side, and executed all the ordera they received.
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One of our neighbors bought some meat on the blackemarket. The

AVO got wind of it and arrested him and his wife. They were told
that they would be jalled for six years for blaock-marketing, and
that all their belongings would be confiscated (the¥r twe children
were left alone at home). They were jailed separately in :ells
where the lights kept burning day and night. They wers questionsd
separately, and asked to tell something about their neighbors. They

refused, and were kept one more day before being relsassd st ons
cendition: %o tell something about somebody within a waek. A wesk
ieg%er, thay did not revort anything and were arrested again. They
cans home a few hours later, and from that time on, averybody knew
that they had beccme informers for the AVO, and mmxs went ragularly |
to report every week to the secret police. This moupla, though

sympathstic towards Communism, mmxx was lJonest. They probably had

been frightensd. The tlack-marketing charge turned out to be a

trap set up by the AVO. They first sent a man to sell some meat &t

these people's door, then the secret-policemen (and not the regular

pa_.lice) followed imiediately. The informers wers obtained sithar

bty intimidation or by promisas of money.

4, This 48 not an exegzeration, but an actual fact.

5. In every school, factory, enterprise, stc, there wassn informer.

in our univarsity, for ex. the informer was & completely illeterate
student who was in friendly terms with the Party seceetary. We all
knew that he was the spy for that particular school year. The students
hated xmt him and excluded him from their company. One day, he was
beaten uo by the students during sn excursion, under the pretaxt that
he waa late. But everybody knew the real reason.

6. Ho; because ons had to say something Af ocne didn't want to
sreate the #mpression that one was against the regime. It was
partleularly dengerous to remain silent at% plublio meetings, when
sverybody had to speek up.

f= I cab pay with certalnty that suoh thing did never haprem.

8. All thoss who jolned voluntarily should bes executed. They
have tortured so many people that they desarve to dies.

7. The blue police dealt with nom-political orimes, traffic, eto.
Tte members iried to keep themselves away from politics and to
think only of their Jjob. The people knew 1t. Thet's why the AVO-men

put on regular police uniforms when they were trying to ascaps un-
hermed, snd to be safe during the revolution.

As poli emen da uniform, thelr attitude was passive. Buy many faught
without thelr onifeorms durlng the revolution, I knew no regular
polleman who fought with the AVO. After the Russiepns' withdrawsl
Trom Budapesi, the national guards, an organ of the revolutiomaries,
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wera orpanized in the Vih distriet by policenen.

ona of my frisnds fought in company ef two policement, who had
taken off thelr uniforms, abd put then vack again after YNovember s
L@ AVO men began to wear regular police uniforms before and after
Hovember L, it could not be sald anymore that the blue police was
54111 the same which existed before the revolutiom broke out,

B. I can only speak of the period whieh followed the war. The
communists every possible means to set up pre-arranged sxiakm
political trials, which were nothing btut shows. This was proved

by the #indszenty and the Rejk trials, and was later racognised by
the regimekt itself, which put all the blame on Farkes.

7.hs I knew only that the situattion wss worss than in the dark
days of the !iddle-ige, as the means and instruments of terture
tad baen modernized. The prisonars vara submitted to the most
erusl treatments.

5. In 1245, my family tried to leave Pungary, but we were stopned
by the Russians and sent bask from the border to Hagvarovar. Ny
father was separated from us, and itoken away by the Ruseians, first
tox Odessa,and from there to & large ocamp south~east of XHoscow,

e had to do forestry work, to carry bricks and iron beams. When
he was released two years later, he weighed only 100 1bs. and his
erganism was much affected.

¢. 1. The army, &3 organiszed units, didn't take part in the ravo=-
iution. Cnly smaller units or jeclated soldiers fought. All the
privates and Y.C.0.8 faught on their own during the revolution.
The ton commanders in the Minisiry of Defanse were all Moscovites,
and thay either rameined passive or turned against the revolution.
"hen the proper moment came, they surrounded all the sirategic
points and handed over the sacrat arm depots to the nusslians.

to ecreate confuslion, they dieorganised the army om purposs, gant
many soldiers home, and fold Ghoss who were still érganized to
hold their fire. These people cannot be called Yungarlans, they
sided with the fus lans.

(3} (o) No.

(8) I was nobt surprised. Tvorybodylknew how the soldiers and how
the officers would bahave. e tought eventually of how they will
get organired zmong themselves,

2. I spent one month each sumaer in the ‘rmy together with the
othar students. The day's greatest part was taken by politieal
fnsbriction. e all hated it, and didn't attend,but would rathar
write letters homes e had svery day =€ a so-callad '"news conia-
rence" to discuss politizal eventsy than 4 hours of pollitical
ygaiyrxs instruction,’ hours ceminars apd 3 hours political lecture
fopr ths whole camp par weask. e students, had always troubles and
punishmants, and were the 7Foreign Leciontof thecamp.
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The mechaniecal engineering siudents ware pud with the tahk divis=-
jons. 'ie raceived complete thaoretical and orectical training, and
acquired a cumnlele tnowladge of the tanks mfx and thsir different
parts. e were trained on ?-3h models which we got from the
Russiens. The whole army was trgined after thes Husslan pattarn,
wore the fussian uniform and learned the Russian metnids of combht.
Its top leadership was in the Soviets’ handa.

fhers was a gulf between the soldiesrs and the officere, e alwajis
made fun of the latter becausa their intellectual leval was much
mora infarior than ours, They considered us 23 anti-comsunists.
Thers wera many CP members among the high-ranking officers. Only

s few 3305 werse not CP members. In our camp, the of ficers playsd the
dirty on the soldlers, and the soliiers played the dirty on the
efilgers.

I did not see many officers who fought durlng the revelution.

The staff officers were very incompetent. Among them, ona could aven
find a shoemaker. Some former officers were kept in the training
school as long ss thay could not be replazed by a new generation
trained in Koscow. Bach departments of the Ministry of Hefense

had a Russion"advisar'.

(2)

(f) There ara'goodrandbad” offlicers in every armnyl

(3) Only P members could gek tke high ranks and the good paya.

D. 2. T dontt believe anplody ever sald sueh a thing. And if
there was somebody, he wss not a Fungarian, but a3 blustering idiot,

This yuestion is absolutely stupid.

The Ruseian army looted and ruined the country in 1945, killing
and denorting thousands of paople. Opa can call the Rusaians
barbarisns, because of theair tramendously low cultural leval.

I remembar that the Russianz herded us with five other families
into & mfetary where fresh graves had besea digred up. Ve wers &ll
lined up and had to give then 21l the JlewelXry. They threatened to
shoot everybedy if somebody had still kept something. A wWoman [gave
them her engagement ring which she hed kapt until then. The
russians shot the whole family on the spot, before sveyybedy's
gyes. Thay started to beat & man with an iron-pipe, until he
collassad and ax was pushed into the grave where the other bodiss
wera alresdy lying. Then they chased ths rest of us out of ths
cemabtary. I was § years old at that time, and never in ay life will

I be able to forget this dreadful NERREYX gxperienca.

3, 1 mat saveral iussian ofilgers who szid they didn't want to

te back to their country. I also knes of several ceses when &
Russian woman "married” & Hungarian man by payiitig “er up to

50,000 forints, so that she could have a Mungarian name and remain
in Hungary. They naturally naver lived together.




The Husslans wers able tr sae by tismaelves thot Eam in comparison
with thelr own living s!andard, "ungary was heaven on evary linas.
“"hey really fsared to g+ back,

They vere hated by the sopulation. In Budapest, Russians always
vora eivillan elothesz, but even so, they were recognized. Ab
Feeskemat, there was a schogl for Russian children, who where
bezten up every day by the hungnrinn children. The Hussians vers
sompletaly excluded frim everywheres and by sverybedy. They fearad
the Hungarians and did not venture alone in a dark street at night.

he (1) No.

(2) They behsved ir tha most barbaric way, no% like nen, as usnsl,
They destroyed monuments, archives, libraries, killing the firegen
£xx vho tried to extiiguish the Tire. 'hem shot at with a rifle
from a uindew, the Scviet tenks would all concentrate thelr gun fire
on the same building, wntil it burned and collapsed. This showed
snough their fear,
in a street, pesople were gueulng for bread. A man erossed the
atroot with a loaf o bread and was woundad by a shot. “hile he
w28 lying on the grownd in his blood, & Lussian tenk came along
and saw him. The drirer changed its direction and crushed him to
death before the syes of the paople.

1t the Kalvin Square, un anarmed crowd gathersd to watoh the
{ichting near the Haiional Mussum. A Rusaian anti-graft gun
apotted them, and op:ned fire with ite four barrels, kiiling and
wounding many people.

“« The answoer is no Lo all questions.

%, One day, I wantad to take home zome gym clothes from.the
pniversity. T was told to get a permit, and was sont %o the
sduestionsl denartment. There they asked me how much my family did
sarn, why I was enable to have my cwn gymeclothea, how I was spending
ny money, etc., This xk lasted for mors than one hour, bat finally

T got permiseion to takas the pym clothes home. X

it the university, the Party eccretary is the real disr=cior. Fe
always cams ofter the Tuseian "adviserh. Mad no technisal training
but wes & reliable Communist. Only fconstructiver oriticism was
tolerataed., "ther forms of oriticisms wesre dangerous,

Pha functioneriss san in theair offices, yemiexkhyxyryzws worked on
thelr dosyiers, =and took thalr pay. They swam in the current, but
nelpad the people. If they didn't do something, it vas not beoceuse
of btad will, but bocause oi luziness,
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2, “hen somebody practised seli-criticism, the audisnce laughead.
It was the time when the psople who were asleep at the nessting
would wake up. Nobody could tell the truth, and so invented some
minor fanlts. “eli-criticism could alsc be used £z when one had
to abandon a former “arty line and had to join & naw one.

avery nvery
Fo This changzed with exmk case and mxxk person. One could obtain
davantages for money. If I wan: to gel an appartment for whieh
1,000 pertons have already applied, and if I give a few hundred for-
ints %o the functionnary responsible, I may obtain s=tlazfastion.
For this purpose, one used all means: first, a protection, then a
1ittls talking, and finally,some moneéy. If cough%, one would be
arreshed.

G. “e have alreasdy discussed the Communist leaders before. This is
a repitition.

XIIX. ASSECSMERT O FUTURE PROSPECTS .07 FUNGARY.

A. I hope that the Russians will be wiped out in a few years tims., Bub
Fungaky's situstion then would still remain difiricult. In addition

to the strategical and geographical factors, Fungary possess rich
uranfum deposits for which several powers may quarrel. Fungary could
take out the best from both the capitaliet and the socialist systenms,
and though it can't reach a living standerd as high as that of the
USA, its situation will be very good in ZSurcopean terma.

The Russians won't lkave by themselves. They must be forced out,

and if sone power tries to do so, a revelution will broke out again,
and the victory is certain, This will 2liminate for ever all the
people who thouch borm in the ecouniry,were naver Yungarlians.

(2) Fadar is already back tm completely to the old “talinist
poliey. Put he will never at-ain any renlits. Tha “esit, &b long a8
the iussinnas won't knock at its door, will not do more than sending
notes and parcels, helping the re_ugeas. It will intorvene wilth
arme only when 1ts own power will bs threatkened. InxinsEiay ckknne
: # The “oviets' attitude toward IMungary and the
other captive nations will be ona of complate terror and increased
eppression, wvhich will bring eoven mora misery than before.

(3) The Russians must leave. "ungsry must become completely free
and indepandent.

(L) One can't nsgociate with the Tussians with pazoaful means.

BPut a war is nobl necessary to force them to get out. The big

nowers should show that in thelr handling of our sroblem, they

are ready te stpoort it by arms, if necsssary, and not to have

the UM send only notes. The UN must tell the lHussians %o avecuatn
Pungary, ind if they refuse tc do s0, to mobillize an army and to
tzke it to the Hungarian border. The Zunasians would get out then,
In lovembar, 19%5, the YN should Have intervaned in Tungary as i%
did in Zeypt. The Russiana are incolent bewause they know thay wlll
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receive nothing but notes: The Fungarian pacple in Fungﬂrr_dnn't

want any more notes, but want to see the Nlusslans leave under ths
armed “hreat of a more powerful Wests I don't expect any internal
changes in the USSR, only ona group may take the power from the other.

Bs I didn't hopa for any changes in thes near future. I knew that
the Russians would net leave by themsalves, and that the “astarh
powers would not intervene with arms. Soma pedple axpected a change
avery wesk, some every year, it depended on one = inclipatioms.

XIVe SOCIAL, TOLITICAL AND ECGNOMIC TIDEOLOGY

R A. Fungary is an agriecultural country in which one can't davelop
heavy industry..Pungazry should therafore put ths emphasis on
agriculturs, reduce heavy industry and exploit uranium minas,
maintain a 1light industry. The land must ¥mximxkk® belong to the
individual pensants. The industries of public interest znd the
largest plants should remain in the hand of the state. Small indusi-
tries should go Lo private anterprise,

Be

The land muat be given back to the peasants up to %0 holds, and
¥xxkzaxkxfzyxgxks free enterprise assured to them,

Largem enterprisas in the hands of a few technicians,andar state
scontrol. Wx. urasmium, communications,

Light industry in private hands({ textiles, furniture, ste.)

® Ho. If oomebedy can earn mors thanka to his skill and talent,
he dessrves it.

2+« a4, The one which guaranteas the porsonal freedom of the individual.

B.c. T wonld demand it., I hsts the Comnunists wholehoartadly,
because thay nevar did anything good im the world. I would also out-
law "fellow-traveling® organisations, i.e. the organizations whiah
hava sympathies for comaunism.

Cu I wonldzgzmfmz like Fungery to be completelsy free and indspendent,
and also noutral., I she Joins soms kind of union, the troubles

would start. “he should maintain economie relstions with all coune
t¥iea , a5 an equal partner.

1 think e Danubian federation is not desgliranbla. Dilferances in
natikral resources, living standards, etc. will render difficult ithe
sraation of an indapendent unity.

Le Wo.In my opinion, the Ggeche and Yuposlava have no right to
dominate so many Yungarisas.0ur northern Gorder (Slovakia) and
southern border (GCacska) should be corrected accordingly.




XV. THE FCAIMATION OF PUGLIC OPINION

r« Omepral remarl: I dislike foreign pdliticsl
2. Mo
3, Yea, I heard tiers was such a Committee.

8. Z only knew whit was dicovered during the revolvtion. There was
provicusly a rumor that his wife was k=zeping an eve on hinm for the
Russians, and thrt his real name was not Rakosi, but Roth.

rogulariy/
Be L read the =po:t magacines, and the magazine "Theatre and Moviaah,
Fungérian books, tueh as Jokal, Zsimond Morics, etc. and foreign
works in translation, such as Jules Verme, Exxk Karl May and "Gone
with the Wind" by Mitehslly I didn't read any Russien looks. I had
Eu learn that lanpuage for B years at school, and never knew more than
20 words. 4.

2. iy fellow students read slso a lot, but didn't read Nussian books
either. Feople read especially Fungarlian classical literature.

3. I didn't read the newspapers becausa they were full of liss. 0One
would only have & glance for the last psge of the Szabad Nep ~=-sporta
and movies--and uot go any fuzrtheri

{6) Technicel satslogues, brought back by athletes, were circulated
among friends. They were mostly in Yerman, french and English.

lw Yany books couldn't be found, but I don't know if there was xawmsziki
anything illegal with this. Pooks were passed only among close £kwasia
f~ionds. Some we's proseribed, s=ueh ag all books on religion or yoga,
o> those which eontzined political views contrary to the regime. The
pavple kept thess books at home.

G. \bout a2 million themas, ranging from the last secret visit of
2 legder to !loEgod,

(3) From R%xwndx friends.
(L) Derendad on the newe and on the person who told it,
(5) Yee, 1 passed on the news I thought wers rellable,

D. Zvervbody tzlked about politics, everywhere and anytime. This is
a vary nalve yuestionl

. ‘i) On could use letterz or telephones, it depeanded of the circumstances.
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". “hen I had som: morey, I <would go as much as twice a week to
vhe movies or the thertre. ““en ] was broks, wouldn't go for three
wigks. I didn't 1llke t'a thremes about misery, the glorification of
wosk, as we saw @iough 3£ that during the day:. I liked only those
monies and plays vhich didnft contain any politics or propaganda.
Theye were very fiw of “hwm.

(2) “&n; Summer o) FPappijess® (Swedish movie) 2nd ¢La Dame aux Cameliasn
(French).
Tha operetta "The 'sardas (ueen" by Yalman, and the Nutcreckers Psllét,

I l1liked them became of e beauty they contained, because they
were entartaining, and did contain no politics.

XVI« EVENTS OUTSID! PUNGARY

A« 1. Yo chsnces [ » changes inside the Scviet Unien. Only strugszles
bstween two or thria fractions of the Soviet leadership.

2. The end of f.mmunism.

5. They are carrsr-men, who Lhink of their well-being 25 well as
achieving wvorld dozlnation for Russia.

) IS
B: The most pepul:®, East Cernany. The most unpopular, I don't know,
In spite of thelir faultsa, the Uermans are those who fought againat
the Russians, &nd zave thenx actuzlly & good beating. They have =
hlzher living stadzrd and ocultural lavel.

2. Tha and of Communilson.

3. The best, -ast Germany, the worst, Romanla, whers some products
gre gtill rationel tkoday.

G+ 31« Thaere is n» real change, only change of persoen. Jomulka's
poliey has slreadr failded. In 2 way, 0o ulka suite the Russians.

2s Yes, the dobates of the Petifi Zircle became mors cpen and
bold fellowing th: evente in Polaznd, Mo influvence after the revolution.

Ly Wever heari of this. Only of the Foszsnan avents. ‘e vare glad
thaot i1 happened shen 2o nany foreipgnars were present, and could see
by theamsalveas thal someihing was wrong in Peland.

“¢ Mot & sinpgle man in Fungary wanted this to happan. How can you
=84 such a stupid question?
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Do Last July, Rakosi had to be fired after Tito and Hrehhtchev made

peace. He may be one shade better than Moscow, but Titoism amd national
Gomnunism are bad things. Mosuow can{t tolerate it. During the revolution,
we thought he might help us, out today we know for what he stands for.

Be deI'm not well informed about china. Put I know that the Ruesians
helped militarily and economically the Jomnunists %o gain control of
the country.

6. The invasion of Suez fook away the world's atention from Fungary
and proyided the Russians with a "moral rightl? to intervene again and
to crash the revolution.

Fu 1. West Oermany has the highest living standard in the world, nate-
rially and eulturally,

cs Not much, onmly that Jllenhauver would like to succeed to Adenanar,
and that his chances are good.

3= In any case not.

L. Don't amounit to verr much. If completed, danger for %km Communism
and elso for the “Jast.

5« The Oerman army ean't be compared at all with the Ruesian army,
8o huge are the diffesrences, (Qermans superior a hundred times as for
tvalning, combat power, organigation, discipline, atec.
I novaer heard of Garman army atrocities in Fungary. As for the Russians,
I have already told you enough before.

G. 2. Nukkimgx No oplnion.
3. West Germany, loweshk USSR.
Hs= 1. That the cars are articles of prime necesslity, net a luxury.

2« To force the Russians, with armed thrests, to evacuate thess
countries. To put into efiect =trong economic sanctions,

3 To conslder it as noneexisting.
tha/

L. Of course yesi If “esterners can come into the country, people
will have more contacts with the fresa world. The vislitors ghould be
told that 1if they want to see something, they should go arcund on fooi,
and not surroundaed by ofileizl escorts and interpreters. They should
axxxk talk to the people on the streets, not the Toveramant offleclals.

Y« Those who con read kg foreisn languages,; The others; %oo, ho

. would not?

ve HO.




7+ 1 can't remambar well enough.

. ThHe USA fought in ¥Korem because thes Russians wars behind the
Korean Comiunists, and because kthoy did n't want Borea to fall into
their hands.

1, The wealthy pesople cen kxxm afford mors entertesinment, as wwryG-ody
¢can eat and dresz well., While in Ttungary, I thought that the highast
living standard was in the USA. After “hal I saw in Austria and Nest
Germany, I Mxxm think West Oermeny has tha highesat one.

2, They have considerable powers, and fight for the rightes of their
memnbers. I don't think thev are left-wing or under Communist influance

3. No opinlon.

he I don't know,

5+ By wasting 1it.

J. The UN has no real and effective authority, ror any police force.

The resolutions voted agaisnt iuesia ars worth nothing.

XVII. KHCWLEDGE OF AND ATTITUDES TOWARD SELRCTED PERSONALITI®S:

A. I can't answer this gquestion.

B. Imra Hugy.- Should have spoken up sarlisr, Fe eeuld have behaved
mich battar.

Mindssonty.- An aged prisesst who sulfered very much and can't &9
mach for Pungary now (1 wish I'm wréngj.

Rajke= Hexdidn't deserve his position, but caerteinly desarved
his axecution.

Gart.= Ha deserves s slow daesth,

Fadar.- Nasaervas a slow death.

2, Bisenhowar.- Not strong encugh as President. Kestes his time nora-
Lizing the Sovliets.
Famierskjold.- Yot energetic snough.

Dulles.= Mo opinion,
BEdan.- Responsible for Lthe invasion of Suez at the expanne
of the Mungarian revolution.
Truman.= Ho opinlon,.
3.
fikoyaa, - A roacal.
Hzhru., - Ho opinion.

chiang Kai-Shek.- Lives in Formosa.
Perence Wapy.-I nover did truat him.
Jegsaualt.- No cpin_on.

Adenavary. - No opinion.

Stelin.- nesarved a slower ceath.




T 29.

Malesnkov.= Slow death for him.
Franco,~ No opinion.

evan.- I don't know him.

Yhrushchev,= The bigzest swindler of the world, ay he go to helll
Tito.- No opinion.

Faron.- Ho oplnlon.

Holotov.~ Xexmuiniaxx A blg liar.
Cllenksuer. Smart politician,
Churchill.- Ho oplnlon.

XTITI« ATTITUDES TOYARD' SXILES 1HD "XILE ACTIVITI®ES

A. Tescaped all thoesa whoe had to lsave the country. Those who shtayad
zpe old and think they won't De harmed, Thay took the most diffiounlt
sheice for the tlimes Lo came.

2y Very fey people would stay. Only thoge sttached to thalr land
vonld xkx remaln.

Be 1ls I didn't knew or hear anvthing conerete about thess organisations
and inkdividuals,

J« Thay did s great deal, but I don't know the concrete factse.
During the revolution, we thought they couldn't do much for us.

C. No.

Ds 1« How they live.
3.To keap end better the good n=me ol the Vungariane.
L. alone, noet very much.

Bs Mot 4F 4t 45 a political organisation. All politiczl organi-
pations chould bs nnited.

5. Yo political parties zhould be created hers. The sarties
should not have bheen revived during the revolution. This
enflanzered the unity, and weually leads to party =struggles.
This L1z also valid here.

(3) (¢) In any cass not.,

®w 1, Ysa, I Bcon as I can help or fight.

2. Yea, nsturzlly.
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XIX. AUDIRNCE RSACTIONS TO RADIO AND LWATLETS:

As 1, Yes, but tot regularly.
(1) RFE, B!C, VOA. All brosdcasts were very much Qamied, '

(a) yes.
2. 12Y I ceught in a group, one wonld have bean arrested.
But this dida't frighten the peopls.

3, They were too encouraging as far asrpromises ef help wers
concerned.

(2) Woa

(1) Gave us news from sbtroad. Only source of information we
had., During the revolution, everybody waas angered by |
tha2 broadoasts. They talked beside the point, their -
tone was too sncouraging. And when they saw no help !
coming, they gave up 2ll hope. This applies especinlly
to HFE.- |

(%) Didnt't promote thersvelution, just gave a ray of hope
for oventhal help.

(5)Yes, in obder tc keop the country informed abeont the

gvents in the world. =

(7) Especially news and cultural programs.

Bl: 11‘ Hg-l'
2. Mo

XY, CHILD REARING AND DISCIFLINE |

1. Children should be resourceful, and not insclent. They nust
imzxn bs taught tha love for thelr country. -

2. The shild must be disciplined if necessary. I would use physical
punishment, but would trezt girls in & diffsrcht wey than boys.

In 1947, I went away from home and cams back &t nmidnight. My mather
ghve me a besting with a coocking-spoon., In our family, mother usually
did the punishment.

L. 0ften the mother,
i) T dont't know.

5. 't the age of 10 or ll. &kxa Variass in every family.

(3) Ho.

(L) I don't know. In this regard, the Tommunisats had nc Iinfluence
on the parsnts.

6. Before Communism, physical punishment. Today, ne¢ punishment, and
less obedisnce. In my opinion, physical punishmani was not & bad thing

d

T+ Sincerdaty and willingness to shara with othaers.
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CHARACTER DESCRIPTION:

Respondent's parents are both teachers and he belongs

without doubt to the intelligentsia. Under Communism,
his family's economic situation grew worse as the years
went on, until it reached the point of "total misery,"

in respondent's own words.

It is therefore BH:K to imagine how each member of this
family, including the respondent, must have felt toward
Communism, without speaking of the fact that respondent's
father was deported for two years to Russia. The main
problem for these people was the struigla for economic
survival, as it was for the overwhelming majority of

the people in Hungary.

In these axtramalI negative conditions, one wonders how
respondent was able to study for three years at the
university where he was admitted because he was the son
of a teacher and had excellent marks. But he was also
prnbnblinuhligad to pretend that he was satisfled with
things general, He fought during the revolution
more as an individual than collectively.

Respondent's intelligence is good, and he is also fairly
resourceful., He readlly admitted thatmligion played

no important role in his life, He was co-operative
during most of the interview, although he appeared some=
times to be evasive and in one instance, was unwilling
to discuss further the problems of courtship, marria%a
and sex patterns, He is riEhtfull? bitter because o

his famig "s difficult plight in Hungarz. and now wants
to push ahead in his new country of residence as much

as possible, by taking advantage eof all the opportuni-
ties offered to him, = 2

s o



