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ap a construction worlker on thetelavislonr broadcasting
station of the Szechenyl hegy in Budapest.

13. Parents ere not living

1L, No brothers or sisters

15. No children

16. Left Hungary Decembar 33,1956
17. Arrived 4in U.S8. January 16,1957

18. Spent three weelts in Cemp Killmer, two weeks in
Manhattan Beach Hogpitel, Since then he has been
living in Vlashington,D.C,

19, Respondent is now working for the Federal Pureau
of Census. He has been promlsed employment by the
Vacuum 0il Company in N.X.

20. Has not been Interviewed
21, Speaks mmd English and German well;someé French

SubJect is a 36 year old young Intellectual with an

industrial worker background. Graduated from the School

of Economice in Budapest and studied tiwo semesters in

the Philosophy Faculty of the Budapest University. Was an analyst
in the Central Bureau of Statistics until his arrest in

1955.0n political charges. Freed In 1056.he worked as a
construction worlker in Budapest.

Short,handsome, bespectacled,neat ,pleasant manners. Has

a great interest in music,skipped meals to get opera
ticketa, Very intelligent,s keen observer,has a good

senge of humor. Gave very good rapport. His account of

a2 student-delegationys experiances in the Parliament

bulld Just befora the October 25 messacre 1isa

extrenely interesting. A vary pleasent and likeable person.

Sub ject denled dirsct questions concerning srmed partleipetion

in the fighting but his deniala were nct convineing.Indirectly
ne edmitted having srms In his poesession on the [irat day of
the fighting [p{,E%n ie was very cautlious sbout glving "ineriminet-
ing" evidence sgainst himself and othars.
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II. MAJOR SALIENCE AND WARM-UP QUESTION

The Americans believe that the Hungarlan revolu-
tion was staged by Communists. This 1is not true.
From the very moment on when Imre Nagy addressed
the crowd 'Comradea’,it was evident that the pur-
pose of tha revolution waes to liquidate Commundiem.
There wes no nead to amnounce any specifl program,
during the revolution, Everyone knew what the slo-
gans should be. 'Rusakiee go home!',ete. NHo one
wae interested in economic gquestions. Very few
economic issues are among the demands. The major
issues were freedom and independence.
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IIXI, CHRONOLOGY OF PERSONAL EXPERIENCES,ACTIONS,
ATTITUDES, AND EXPECTATIONS DURING THE REVOLUTION

A. At the time of the revelutlon I was employed as

a television station construction worker in Buda-
pest on Szechenyl hegy. I lived there in the worlers'
barracks.

On October 22 I was in the city in the evening,but
did not notlece anything unusual.

(n Octobher £2 23 we were worlking late in the evening.

We noticed that the brightly lighted Red staxr on

the roof of the golf club nearby had been turned

off. We thought this strange,but did not Imow the

reason, When we came down from the television steeple,

our night watch-man,an ex-army officer,already had

the Hungarian national eolors in his button-hole.

He told us what was happening in the cijy. '

My first reactions were incredibility mixed with Joy.
I immediately decided tuﬂﬁn into the city and investl-
gate. On the way I stopped at a friends house to listen

to Gero's apeech.

When I heard that Gero}s speech contained nothing
new and was delivered in the old style,I was not
interented in it and did not remain to hear the
end of it. I went thru Buda and saw that there was
an air of expectation everywhere 1n the estreats.
The newspaper vendors ¥km told us that an m extra
edition of the 'Irodalml Ujsag' would shortly be
avallable. Wihen it came it contained the demands
of the writers,which were not identical with the
Bixteen demands of the universgity students,

When I reached Budapest,that is,the center of the
city,I heard that the Stalin statue had been de-
molished, I was very much pleased and very curious
to see 1t. It was impoilible to get there by otreet
car,s0 I had to walk,.

It was almost Op.m. when I reached the square where
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the Stalin statue was located. Workers were already
cutting at it with acetylene torches. The crowd
jokingly urged them on. Thera were mors than 100,000
people there, The people were the pang%g of Budapest
of all kinds,all classeg,not only youth,but also the
older people. There were many girls and women in the
EnEwEx crowd.

The special edition of the 'Irodalml Ujsag' was
distributed on the square. Certain persone read
the demande of the writere aloud to the crowd.
There was much cheering and approval on thelr

m:'t‘-

Vhen I saw what was happening on the square and

paw the workers demoliching the S¢Alin ntatue,I

had the feeling of wcertainty. In the back of my

mind I expected that the Communista were permitting
this to take place in order to quiet down the
dissatiafaction of the people. I was the more
suspiclous because in the past years ewery demon-
stration parade,etc. had been staged by the Communists.
Now,there were no Comminists on the streets,no
polica,not even AVH men. Everyone was enthusisetically
against Commmiem and againgt Stalin. There was no
opposition at all.

B. Around 9:30p.m. trucks came from the directlon
of the radlio building bringing the news that the
AVH wae firing &t the crowd. Students and workers
rushed to the trucks,boarding them,and a motorcade
started off in the direction of the Radlo studies.
{ went with themn.

I forgot to mention that at Bp.m.,at the very time
vhen CGero's speech was being broadcast,l saw several
truck loads of induetrial apprentices waving Hun-
garian flags without the Communist insignia,driving
thru the streets of the city shouting, 'Russkies go
home!'and 'Down with Gerol!

By the time we reached the radio studios the first
sikirmish was already over. It was impossible to get
near the buillding. Strong AVH forces had jJust swept
out the crowd of demongtrators from SAndor Street.
(n each street corner there were strong AVH squada
with bayonets, In the side streets leading to Sandor



Street there were detachments of Blue police,but
they did not interfere and did not seem interested

at all.

Wthen I went there,the first victim of the revolutlon,
a young father of two children,hls face rdddled to
pleces by sub-machine gung,was brought into a side
street. He was covered with the Hungarisn flag.

Around 10p.m. the atmosphere was very emblttered,
The crowd bemcaned that they had no armes. In thelr
helplees rage they armed themeiklves with bricks
and attackad the AVH.

From 10p.m. on there wag ceaselegs ghooting. Two
or three AVH truclks were overturned and set afire.
The whole dlstrict was closed by the AVH and the
AVH troops were reinforced, Tear-gas was still in
the Alr,and made our eyes smart. People were con-
stantly being wounded and lkilled.

We saw that it was impossible to do thing with-
ot arms. On the korut there was a stalled military
truck with twenty or thirty soldiers. They were armed
with sub-machine gunso. We taliced with them,told them
what was happening.,and acked them to glve us thelr
arm8. They told us that they had no amunition,but
that we should send two or three trucks to the
Eilé:g.harraﬂks and we would get everything we

naeo .

Two trueks went off immediately toward the barracks.
The commanding officer of the Hlilian Barraclks was When asked di-
etill maintaining control over the soldiers. However, rectly whether
tkmy these twenty or thirty soldiers we met went intohe had arms &nd
the barrakis and started to throw out arms and ammuni- did he take an
tion to us thru tha windows without the knowledge of | actlve part In
the officers. It is my bellef that this small group the fighting,
of soldiers went into the barrakes,informed the other| subjects answer
gpoldiers of what was going on in Sandor Streef, and | wes to the ne~
in other parts of the city,and in this way prepared |getive,but he
the scldiers in ths barracks for the role which was not conving-
Ehe:r were to play later in the struggle against the 'ing./

ussians.

We took the body of the first victim whom I already
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mentioned to the bullding of the 'Szabad Hep'. This
started off the attack against the 'Szabad Nep'
building. Tuo or three carse were overturned and

set afire. It was very suspiclous to ms that no
armed guards were defending thls Communist press
building. They broks in the glass doors and entered
the premises. Some of the demonstrators went
irmediately to the rcof and started to tear down
the Red ptar. It was about 11:30 p.m. when the

gtar crashed to the pavement. About that time a
tractor dragged the iron dictator to the National
THeatre just a block away.

We simm conducted discussiong with the staff of the
'Szabad Nep' to print the demands of the students
and of the writers. They were not willing to do so.
The demonstrators threw out the files of the 'Szabad
Nep' offices into the street,together with the
gontents of the Communist book store on the ground
floor. They made a huge bon-fire.

After midnight I went baclk to the radlo atation.

Some of the university students started to organize
the people who had arms in thelr possession. Soldlers
by ones and twos were also drifting there and Joined
the righting. The students set up a sort of head-
quarters in the Astoria Hotel. I was also there

with them.

The heatlquarters was getting lesaflets from the
Sziloa Printing Presz. They contained the demands
of ths university students and of the writers. The
students commandszered cars and fruclee to haul arms
and ammunition and leafletc. They a&lso set up what
was jokingly ealled 'an ammunition broierage’ in
the Asgtoria Hotel. At that time we had recelived
arms not only from the Killan Barracks,but also
from the police headaquarters in Izabella Street.

The industrial apprentices also knew from where to
bring arms. For example,the Lampart factory which

was supposed to be malking lamps and idtehen untanells,
was also menufscturing arms., (They apprentlcez imew
where they were stored and knew how to get them.)



t. 8/I11

However,the ammmition whilch we received did not
alyaya £it all kinds of arms. It happened that
some of tha people got the wreng lidnd of ammuni-
tion for the weapons they had. Therefore,they
came to thel'ammunition brolerage! end exchanged
the ammmition they had for ammunition which f£it
their guns.

Around 3;30&.m.{this was alresdy on Octobar 24)

six Russian tanks drove by heading in the direction
of the Nyugetl Railrcad station from the direction
of Calvlin Square.

Cne of the leaders of the university students in
the Astoria Hotel immediately grebbed a telephone
and called the officer on duty in the Piliscsaba
Camp. He told the officer,'Now not only the AVH
15 fighting against us buty also Soviet tanks,
We need wr support.! The officer promised to
send B,but they were unable to enter the
city. Previously six tanks from Piliscsaba had
already arrived. ThEH had been sent out origin-
ally to suppress the revolt,but they sided with
the insurrgents and fouxght against the AVH at
the radio estudlo,

About a half bhour later tha entire district was
surrounded by Ruselan taniks. They began to identify
everyong and to search people for arms or ammuni-

tion.

e wera warned in advance that the Russlans were
coming and were told to hide our arms and ammuni-
tion. There were Beveral hundred people,mostly
students and young workers at that %ilme in the
Astoria., Some twenty Russians came in with sub-
machine guns. They had stoong Asiatle features.
They began a thorough search of the premises

and searched the pocirete and ¢ pursees of ewery-
one. Where they found bullets or piatols,they
took the person awsy to Semmelwels Street and
lined them up againet the wall. Some thirty or
fourty young men stood there facling the wall
with thelr hands behind thelr backs. A faw
Hungarian Blue policemen wers there also guarding




them. I heard that they were herded off to the
c¢ellar of the MunicipslCouncil bullding nearby.
There they were questioned and tortured by AVH
officers. I do not lmow what happened to these

people,but I have not heard of them since.

t was about 4:30a.m. when the Russians let us
go from the Astorlsa Hotel and told us to walk
in the direction of Kossuth Lajos Street. We
hardly reached the firgt corner when they began
to shoot in owr direction, A man walkinge beslde
e hip wife on the other side of the pldewalk
wesS severely wounded, We rushed into the chureh
of the Franclscan lonks and sought cover there,

When things quieted down a bit I went into the
apartment of a friend who lived nearby. is I
hed not slept the entire night,I rested there
for several hours, I was too excited to eBleep
however. We listened constently to the radio
and telephoned our frliende. Miraculously, the
telephones were operating. The radlo ammounced

the curfaw and also demsnded the surrender of
the insurrgente. We could hear flerce Tighting
and shooting neaerby. Tanks were patrolling the
etreets.

In the afternoon I left my friends apartuent
and started off for home. I had to walt for
about an hour for the Russlans to open the
bridge to pedesntriane. Although tha pedsstrians
were not yet allowed To crose,the Russgiansg let
the Red Crosos cars and ambulances carrying the
wounded from Dohany Street pass.

When the Sovilet tanks eppreared everyone was
convinced that the revolt would be erushed,

There was very little sign of organized fightling.
Only the Killisn Barracle,the Corvin Theztre,

and the Robert Karoly Barracks were conducting
an organized reslstance. Everyone who had arme
went to help where thelr seemed to be aoone

fighting.
I heard from 2 relicble pource that the AVH
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tricked the delegation of six university students
who were sdmitted to the radio studio bdullding.
were received very cordially and =ere
into a small rcom on the second floor. Vhen they
reached the door of the room,they were told to
open the door and go in. When the door was opened
they were met with & volley of sub~machine gun flre.
Of the six only one escaped., This student had the
presense of mind to dive thru a gsecond floor win-
dow. He fell into & small courtyard and broke his
leg in the fall. He wape found hours later when the
Hungarian soldiers and students had ecapture the
gtudio bullding. He was taken to a hospital where
he was visited by my Crienc,a priest who told me
this story.

St411 on the 24th,in the afternoon,l saw a detach-
ment of policemen come to the right bridgehead of
the Petofl Bridge where they were supposed to main-
tain order among the crowd waiting for the bridge
to be opened. The policemen were =zziid nscolded
by the crowd,especially by the women. They were
told to go home and asked what were they doing
here. \lhen the m=x crowd bogan to surround the
policemen and argue with them, the Ruesians trained
the barrels of their tank guns at the erowd. After
a short hesitation the non-commissioned police
of ficer in charge of the squad lined them up,
ordaered about face,and marched them off home.
They were cheered by the croud.

On the evening of the 24%th I already heard false
reports over the radic that the insurrgents were
surrentering,

In the first stage of the revolution I had not
heard the term 'Freedom Filzhters' used. To the
best of my memory,l think it was usad only after
the Russians withdrew from the ::gt elity. At
that time the insurrgents were called ‘felkelo.!

When the Tighting started it was matly the unlver-
slty students and the young industrial workers'
apprentices who fought. They were graduslly



t. 11/111

Joined by soldiers and later by the older worksrs,
especlally the age group which had Tought through
World War II. All social =xits classes were squally
represented. In the first stahes of the Tighting

T did not see any women or girls with arms.

I realized then that we,by ourselves,could not mim
chase the Russlane out of Hungary,but I hoped that
the Western world would talte notlice of our eflorts
and come to our ald,

The fighting was not organized in advance. It
would not have started if the AVH had not provoked

1t intentionally.

On Ootober 25 the radio anmownced that everyone
should go to his place of work. The etreats were
full of people. Instead of working I went over to
Budapest from Buda to see what was golng on. I
came tlou Calvin Square. I notleed that ths museum
was on fire. Russlane were ettacldng the radilo
gtudio bulldingd. It had already bean captured by
the insurrgents,but the studio could not be used
for broadecasting because the antennae in Lakihegy
were belng guarding by strong AVH forces. The
Communistes were still broadcasting over Radio
Budapest from the auxillary studlos in the
Parliament Bullding.

The streets near the musewn and the radio studlo
bullding were littered with corpees,

Further on in front of the AStorlia Hotel,l saw
some very enthusiastic university studentshnd
young workers., It looked as if scme Russlans
had gone over to our side. Their armored cars
and tanlce were draped with Hungarian flags.The
whole thing seemed susplclous to me. They were
unwilling to fight against the Russianeg who
were attacking the studio bullding.

Tha enthusliastiec crowd in front of the Astoria



decided to stage a demonstration., They asked the
Rusgians to participate in it. One Russlan armored
car and two tanks started off in tle direction of
the Parliament bullding.

To this very day I disbelisf the d:sgertion of the
Ruseians. It was sll make-believe. Neither then
nor later did I see Ruselans fighting against the
AVH or againgt one anfother. It was true however
that I saw Ruseian tanks draped with Hungardian
flaga. Thepe tanks had been captured from the
Russians.

Marshall law had been previously de:tlared and
there had been much shooting in Budupest. There-
fore 1t required some courage now ti Btage a
demonstration and to march toward Parliament
Building. On the way the crowd was nonstantly
inereasing like a rolling snowball.

Someone near Parliament €cguare remavited on seeing
the crowd,'What a blood beth this willl be.' We
did not Imow then hou true this prophecy was.,

The crowd marched into Parliament S:uare. The
students took up their pocsition on Lhe Bteps of
the Parliament Building. They were the cheer-
leaders. The industrifil workers anc. the sympa-
thizers gathered around thie Raltose:, statue on
the south end of the Square. The stivdent cheer-
leaders threw up such alogans ag 'lWe are not
fascists!!,'Down wibh Gero!!

A delegation of three students entered the
Parliament Bullding.to hand Imre Nagy their
demands. I spoke to one of them lajer on, He
told me what happened.

Yhen they entered the Bullding foulr AVH offlcers
surrounded them. The AVH men were tery sarcastic.
They ridiculed them for haeving darpd te enter the
Parliament Bulilding. When they told the AVH that



t. 13/1I11

they wanted to give Imre liagy their demands,the
AVH marched them off to an alr-raid shelter in
the celler of the Perllament building. A Russian
genaral was sltting there in nne corner, He
seemed to be in charge. The ministers wera all
there with the axception of Gero. Eagch one was
purroundad by four AVH men. They seemed entirely
ataomm un-informed.

The delegation tallred for mwhile with Antal Apro
and Imre Nagy. They asked the delepgation questions:
What was the situation in the city,where was there

BTifL fighting,eto.

Imre Nagy told the delegation he regrets that he

is able t0 answer them only in writing. Four AVH
officera escortad him to another room. He did not
return. One of the AVH men brought bacl: his writéen
answer. It was the usual hemming and hawing. He
advised the insurrgents to stop their resistance
and promised that his government would settle

everything.

While the delegation was still inside the bullding,
the maseacre occurrsed on the square. I wae walking
toward the Ministry for Defsnse bullding because
it was rumored that the Russians were executing
seome Hungarian officers there. I heard the Soviet
tanks ptart up thelr motors. A student asked them
?hare they were going. One of them said Jokinzly
home."'

The tanks took up poeition on the edge of the Square,
surrounding the zwen crowd,

I went on toward the Ministry of Dafense, Several
hundred tanks were surrounding the buildings. There
were signe of' some recistance. Several shattered
windows with bullet marks could be peen. Alledgedly,
a emall group of Hungariasn high-renking officers
xhm had resisted the Russians.

Around 10:45 the shooting started on Parliament Square.
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Tha firing confinued ceaselessly for over an hour.
One could hear sub-machine gun,machine gun,and
tank firing and alsc mines axploding.

We were concealed in a doormiay of & bullding a Tew
blocks away from the Parliament Square. Ws had no
idea what wae happening. Ve were very uneasy. I
thought that esome Hungarien unlt wes fighting against
tha Ruseians,

I wvas able to get to the square only around lp.m.
The ambulances were already telking away the dead
and the wounded. By then they had taken away over
500 wounded. The very first ambulance wes shot to
pleces by the Russians,., There were not enough
ambulancecs, 80 bussee also helped to carry away

the wounded.

garvice headquarters
The ambulance/Emmterx was only a few blocks away
from the Parliament,but the building was full
of wounded and they accepted only the most serious
cases,

The bodles were stacked up near the Rakoesl Btatue.
In my opinion there were over 200 bodies in that
stack.

Many sympethizers who were watching the demonstration
in frunt of the Parliament from & distance,erashed

in the windows of the State Control Center which

was in one of the buildings facing the Square. AVH
officers and men were etatloned also in that building.
The people who sought refuge there were denounced

as fasclets by Comrade Hay,the directer of tha center.
Hay ordered the AVH to lock up the elvilians in the
callar. They were let free only late 1n the after-
noon.

An hour later the radio announced that Ermo Gero
had resigned. Very likely 1t wae he who had gftven
orders to fire on the crowd.

I ham have sfitwmr often heard that 1t wae the AVH
men who were shooting at the crowd. I don't think
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this is true. It is true that there were AVH men
in the buildinges of the Ministry fro Agriculture.
But,the line of fire indicates that the shooting
was done by the tanks. Most of the people were
wodnded in the heads, Also those who were near
the tanks and ducked to the ground immedlately
when the shooting started remalned uninjured.

It was remarkable to see that the very crowd who
had lived thru the massacre on Parliament Square
wage not frightened. In the afternoon of that day
they goaked a white shset in the pools of blood
on Parliament Square and.with thiep sheet,a new
demonstration marched in front of the Amerdican
legation building.

Thore wae some more shooting in the afternoon
from the Russian tanks stationed at the Pest
bridgehead cof the Kossuth Dridge.

The news of the massacre on Parliament Square
enraged everyone against the Communlst and the
Russians. Everywhere on the streets onecould
see ptatues of Lenin and Stalin being thrown
out of windows. Also,Commmnist insignia and

flags.

On the afterncon of the 25th I went down to
Buda. I eaw the civilians bullding barricades

on Szell Kalman Square. The workers of the Ganz
Electrloal Factory were very well mg organized,
They directed thelr military operations with
loud speakers and thru the public address system.

I must mention that from a reliable friend I
heard thet various AVH units in Budapest were
constantly in contact with each other over
short wave radio. My friend also heard the
radio reports of the pro-Communjst planes to
the air-force commandsr in Seolnok Prom the
reports submitted bty the scout planes,ue were
able to puix put plece together what vas
happening in rural Hungary.
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On October 26 I went again over to Pest and esaw
the fighting in the vicinity of the Eillian barracks.
Thirty to fourty tanlcs were belng shot out each
day in that vieinity. Some chemical engineering
students prepared 'flame grenades' which shot
off the tanlk turrets and burned out the tanks.

From then on I stayed 4in Buda and did not return
to Pest until the Russiang had withdrawn.

C. When the fighting ceaged in thes first stage of
the revolution,I constantly toured the city. I saw
that the ¥= withdrawal #f the Russians vas only a
ruge., On All Saints DayI was in the Obuda PCemetary
where my parents are buried. I saw that the Rupsian
tanks and armored care were duz in net far from

the cemetary proper.

In my opinion,the Russians wibhdrew from Budapast
because they were unable to leave thelr tenke for
fear of being shot. The open armored cars offered
them no protection at all. The Russlan %roope wers
exhausted and they were unable to complete the
necessary repairs on thelr tanks. They also expected
reinforcements and supplies.

T must mention that a friend of mine intercepted
tallkks between Russian ¥a tanks and their commanders.
Very often the Russians complalned that they had
not eaten the whole day,

Not all Russlan forces had withdrawm from Budapest.
Russian tanks were guarding such strateglc polnts
a8 the Russian embassdy and the Ministry of War.

I first heard that the Russians were returning
over the radio. Imre Nagy announced that fresh
Russizn troops were entering Hungary. He pro-
tested becaupe of Russian troop movements to

the United Nations. Later he issued a mommand
not to resist the Sovit troopes who were occupying
all Huyngerian zx air fields. Alledgedly,this was
done to insure the removal of Scoviat civillans
and dependents from Hyngary.
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I first heard that the Russians had returned
when I was awakened the sound of shooting
at about 3:30a.m., on Hovember 4. The filrst
attack was against the Zalta Mate barracks,
(previously HKaroly barracks) Here some sixty
Hungarian tanks were taken completely by sur-
prise. We heard the shooting from a distance.
Guards were shot dowm lmmediately. I spoke
with a boy whose brother hadé been on guard
duty as a non-comagilioned officer in the
barracks that day. He said that his brother
had heerd the sound of shooting outslde and
went to investipate. Vhen he saw that tThe
Ruseians were attaclking,he turned around
and started to run for the building in which
the guard house and mxe alarm system were
located. The Russians shot him. He received
seventeen bullets,but 4id not dle untll a
week later.

Only the esoldiers who were located in one of
the rear bulldings at the base of the Sashegy
were able to Jump out the windows and elimb,
with practically no elothes,into the hills.
Over 300 soldiers were killed in the barracks
that day.

All barracks in Hungary were attaclted that day
seimultaneously. Resietance was impoeslble. The
artillery which was pltuated in the Buda Hills
had been preparing for the attack. Over 150
gung and 7000 shells were ready for the
Russiane. The guns were measured in on the road
on which the Russians were supposed to approach
Budapest from the directlion of Szelesfehervar.
Regrettably, there was much hesltation and in-
decision on the part of the soldlers. There
was no one to command them. The Russlans had
trickked the Hungarlan army.conmand to go to
them for negotdations at the time they started
the attaclt, When the soldiers fleeing Irom the
Karely barracks began to arrive to the batterles
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stationed in the mountaine,thelr hesitation in-
ereaged. They were unwilling tio fight agalnst

the Russians, They distributed the food they had
among the civilian population,gave them also thelr
surplus egquipment,and fled. Regrettably, they first
rendered the guna useless.

There was no fighting in the vicinity of owr workers!
parracks on Szechenyl hegy. The Russlans came only
days later to inspect the Jjamming ptatlona which
were vacated previously by thes AVi. The Jamming
stations operated by the AVH were located En along
the ridges of the hills outslide Budapest.

I began to plan my eacape around November 20.
Deportations were already in progrest in Hungary,
and the whole situation looked completely hopeless.
1 made two unsuccessful attempta. Cn Doth occasions
my friend and X were detalnad by the Rupsians. They
let us go when we gave them our wristwatches and

money .

The third time we were arrested by Hungarian bor-
der guards. They were already operating with pollce
dogs and were mwanning the obmervation towers along
the border. I was arrested in the viecinity of the
villaege of Vaskereszt. From 300 to 400 people were
detained there each dgy. The border guards prepared
protocoles after questioning us and let us go with
a wiarn not to eross the border agisn. They did
not let the young people uncer elgthteen £, but
insisted on shipping them home themselvas.

Tnatead of returning to Budapest after having
been freed by the border gusrds,my friend and I
attempted to cross the border the third time.
e got scross safely although we had to wade =R
in ice cold water up to our walstao.

D. In the revolution it became evident that al-
though there were one miliion Party members in



62-H

t. 19/I111

Hungary, there were only ingignificantly few

- commmists. Even the youth,which had been
educated by the Communists,were against them.
The army also refused to obey them. Perhaps

' vwe haven't gained much,but Communism has
sufferaed great losses of prestige and has
become entirely wealtered. This ig important
for the future and may contribute teo the
downfall of Communiem In the end.

Summary of activitises during the revolution:

Ootober 23vw- Subjecy was working on the construoction of ths Bu-
depest tslevielion station on S8zechenylhagy,a promi-
nent residential suburb of Budapest in the Buda hills,
At 9 PM goes to the Stalln atatuas,from there to the Ra-
dio Bullding.His deniel of mctive partipglpaticn in the
fighting 1s not convineing.indirectly he admits having
had srms (pmge 6,last paragraph).Was present at the
atucant HQ directing the Redle Bullding flh tings,seft
up in thes Astorls Hotel.

October 24~ Students HQ relded by Sovist scldlers at 3.30 AM.Sub-
Ject sought cover in the house of & friend mearby.In
the afterncon goes to workers berracks on Szechenyi-
hegy where he lived.,

Was

October 25~ Takes part in the Parliement demonstretion.fz ablock
eway durlng the massacre.Visits Szena Squars (another
resistance senter in Buda) in the afterncon.

October Z6-Roams strgets near Killlan Barracks,returns to Buda

P reme | and stay until Russisn withdrawl.
- NDetober 28-Nov.4 = Took part in Intercepting and jamming Soviet
0 and AVH shortwave communicetions. Refused to glve de~

taills, Impression:eredible,

November 80~ Begins planning escape from Hungary . After 3 unsuge
cesaful attemps,resches Austris 3 December 1956,
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IV, EXPECTATICNS OF HELP FROM THE WEST D'HRINQ
THE REVOLUTION

A, In the flrst stage of the revolutlion I expected

only » moral and diplomatic support from the West.

I imew that if this should be insufficlent, they

eould impose economic and political sanctions on

the Soviet Unlon and force her to withdraw. 1

thought that the United Nations had the authorlity

and the moral prestige to force the Russlans to

behave. |

B. The majority of the world lg anti-Communistic |
and would take advantagh of this opportunity to |

weaken Communiesm. I aleo thought that the United

Nations charter is worth more than the papger it |
is printed on. |

C. On ona occaeion I was present on Tisza Kalman |
£quare during the xmige siege of the Party Head- |
Quarters. This was after the Russians had with-
drmvn from Budapest. I spoke to tuwe Britisgh and
Austrian television teams there. I did not get
any information from them,but supplied yiihk them
with the information I could. I explalned to
them what the sltuatdon was and acted an &an
interpreter for thenm.

The sounds from the underground prlson and the
barracks could be heard distinctly. I wes there
myself and heard 1t. The radio broadcasts were
also intareepted. Cne could hear the yelle of
the prison guards and the sound of firing.
Later,the Kadar government denled that there

was & prison there. These denials are rediculsus.
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V. SOCIAL CLASS STRUCTURE AND ATTITUDES

A, My Tather was a fireman in Budapest,but he
died very early. I was only eighteen months old.
My mother was a factory worker in the old Buda
tobacco factory. We had no property. My mother's
income before the twar was 105 to 110 pengos a
month, After the war,in forints,at the time
when the forint was still worth something, she
recelved from 600 to 700 forints a month.

Later her pay waco doubled due to the deprecilation
of the forint, She went on pension in 1gka,

She received only 200 forints per month penaion.
I had to eontribute to her suppogrt.

Both my father and my mother have the equivalent
of eight grades of elementary school.

B. In 1945 there were the remnants of aristocracy,
the independent intelligentsia (doctors,lawvers,
buginess men,factory owners,etc.),the lower in-
telligenteia (government officlals,business execu~

tives,ete. ), the industrial workers,and the
peasantry. The peasantry itself could be divided
into small peasants,middle peasants,and a

sants. At that time the land reforms still
eft meny farmers Trom 200 to 300 volees.

By 1956 the aristocracy had virtually ceased to
éxliet. The free intelligentsia was reduced to
&8 minimum. Factory owners lost their wealth
thru the nationdlization of industries. Very
few doctors and lawyere could continue their
professiona on a free lance basls. The rest

of the intelligentsia

(officials,ete.) were deluted by new cadres
trained by the Communists. The industrial
workers increased by a large influx of the
peasantry. Within the peasantry there arose

a new group of collective and state farmers
whose poeitlion waeg very much lilke that of the
agricultural servants on the larpge estates.
The lkuloks had lost thelr land,but they were
8till distinguished and politically persecuted
more than the others. At the same time 2 new
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aristocracy has been formed of Commmiet top
officials afdd AVH and army officers. They lived
a very secluded life in great luxury. They
were exceptional belngs who enjoyed the great
privileges.

I had contact with all clagses in H with
the exceptlion of the new Commmist aristocracy.

I do not mmdue evaluate people as members of a
clage,only as individuals. There are all kinds
of people in every class.

I conalder myself to be & member of the middle
clase intelligentsia.

I think that the village kuloks,the rich peasants,
were the hardest hit by Communism. They were
morally and financially the strongest group in
Hungary. The Commmiets thought that with their
Egatuu-nr eollective farming they did not need

e middle peasantry.

The deportees were elso very hard hit and suffered
much,along with the political prisoners. But,they
were not of & spec social class, All classes
were abundantly represented.

It 18 difficult to determine the mentality of the
average person in each class, They did not have

a Qallyp Ingtitute to establish this. In general,
the political preessure on all clasees brought
them cloger to each other and the previous clase
barriers dlsappearsd entirely. Class barrilers
were set up only by the pax poekimm Party's
ideology,but this did not represent public
opinion.

C. Class origin was the most important factor

in determining one's advancement in Communist

Hungary. Talent,in gegneral,did not count,only
very exceptional talént.

The repetition of Party slogans and Party activitles

by which one could draw conclusion to another's
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political views wera also extremely important.
Influence,and personal contact aleo helped very
much.

In 1953,during the first Imre Nagy gov t

somé changaes occurred in this respect. Eaﬂxarnl,
whenever the Communists encountered ec 0
difficulties there was zimxmy always a tendency
of sizing the ilmportance of the intelli-
gentsia.) From then on talent and experience
counted somewhat more in the eyes of the
Communlsts than before.

As individuals,I think that the persons with no
character and convictions were the best able to

get along in Communist Hungary.

D, The Party aristocracy the Communists created
récelved much more from society than it deserved.
Alpso,cutetanding artists,writers,and sclentlots
were able to llve far much better than anyone
else in Hyngary.
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VI, PAMILY LIFE UNDER COMMUNISM

A, The Hungarlan Central Bureau of Statlstilcs
established that the number of divorces dnd
gseparations increased considerably under
Commmdism, They were causad by the changes
induced by Communism. The women lost her role
of mother and housewife. She was forced to
garn & living., She elso had a greater oppor-
tunity to establish contacts with other men.
The number of extra-marital sexual relations
increased. Also,the sudden career of a husband
or even the wife demanded a better and more
sultable partner. The worker who had advanced
to & factory directer wanted a better looklng
woman for hie car than the haggard,oldish
woman with whom he had lived flor the past
twanty years.

Communism had no affect on my family life. It
is true that we divorced,but this was caused
by my deep interest in music and I neglected
my wife. Our divorce would have occurred re-
gardless of Communism. Indirectly,1t is
possible that my increased interest in muslec
was due to the influenca of Comnmunism. This
was a sphere of interest which was~thg least
affected by the Communist line.

We had no children,but in general I think
our family life comes closest to type TI1
where family ¥£ 1life was not much influenced
by the Copmunilet regime.

I think there were very few families which
belong to type I. I only know of one person
who did not dare tell political jokes &t
home because hie wife had advanced to

Party Ssoretary.

It was characterietic that even children
among themselves were always on guard and
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warned each other 'don't talk in front of that
boy. His father is a Party Secretary.!

The chlldren,despite thelr ages,were able to
determine what was true and what was false.
They wers more inclined to belleve what they
were told at home.

I do not know what the situation was in rural
Hungary nor in the families of the Communist

aristocracy. But,I think there were very few

familles where the education of the children

was not at all affected by Communism.

B, Getting acquainted was much easier. Legs
formalities were rmmpotemd observed. Young
people had more opportunity to meet sach
other at mass meetings,paradea,parties,
outings,ete.staged by Communiet organizations.
Campinge and trade union vacations gave ample
cpportunities for sexual intercoussge. Twelve
and thirteen year old girls and fourteen and
fifteen vear old boys had sexual intercourse
in pioneer camps and many pregnancies and
ehild births resulted from such relations.

Bosges and Communist officials sometimes mis-
used thelir posltions to form @exusl reletions
with women employees.

Many mtxye divorcen and separationc were
caused by housing conditions. Young people
::rgﬂzurcad to live together with their

- !._

The influence of parents in courtships snd
marriages decreased considerably,. Parente also
had less opportunity to control the acttvities
of their children.

The Party interfered in the family life of
even non-Perty members., For example,in our
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office a non-Party employee wanted to marry a
kulok's daughter. He was forbidden to do so
under threats 6f immediate dismissal,

Prostitution was abolished and brothelz were
clobed, Secret prostitution thrived. Married

and umarried males were foreed to find partners
elsewhere., And the ineclination of women Goward
extra-marital sexual relations was also greater,

The system of trade union vacatlong programs
econtributed to extra-meritel sexual relations.
Husband and wife were rarely able to spend
thelr vacatione at the seme trade union resort.

There wans a joke in Hungamy about the statlstical
report on what the males do after making love.
10% e aBE;’EﬂIHttE' 105 turn toward the wall
and sleep, dress and go home. This 1s a Jjoke,
but I would nﬂf be surprised if the figures were
SO tennr trus,

The inerease of aleoholism due to the futility
of everyday life and the hopeless outlook for
the future also contributes to the decline of
sexual morality.

come change is required in everyday lif'e to
avold boredam. The people at home were unable
to provide deversion materially,so they sought
diversion emotionally.

Concerning the sesual conduct of the convinced
Communists I doubt very much whether there were
any convinced Communists in Hungary. Morally
and sexually,I don't think that Party members
differ from other normal individuals. However,
they have more opportunity to m form extra-
marital sexual relations.

C. Such casee where,from two good friends,one
Joined the Party and the other didn't were
frequant., I experlenced & case like this my-
Belf. It led to a deterioration of the re-
lationship even though my friend was not a
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rabid Communist. We met less frequently. I still
trusted him and darsd criticize conditiocns and
the Communist party. He accepted my criticism.
He was a so-called pregressive Communits. On
one occasion he warned me not to speak 1in the
EE::EHEE of another Communist who was not re-

'El

The further outcome of the friendshlp depends to

a large extent on who the other non-Communist
friend isAVery few people may be inclined to
nourish such a friendaship in the hope of obtaining
adbvantages from the influence of the Communist
friend, But,in the majority of the casea,it is
probably the non-Communist friend who severs the
relationship.

I do not think a true {riendship can continue as
before if one person joins the Perty and the
other does not. The Communist friend necessarily
undergoen & change even if tho he may not be a
Communiet by conviction. Party schoole and
seminars have their effects even tho tha person
is opposed to Communism and he himself does not
notice any changes in hls mentality or conduct.

B. Communists today admit an increase Iin
Juvenlle delinquency and confess that pre-
viously they purposely attempted to ignore
this prcblem.,

In my opinion the inoreese in Juvenile delin-
quency is due to the decline of parental in-

fluence and control. femm Teachdrs wers also
less able to discipline the ptudents.

I never heard of the term'hooligans' before.
The !jampeca' are mostly young people from the
vworkers families or young industrial workers.
They can be recognized from a distance by
their clothes,from ¢loge-up by thelr manners.
They mostly between the ages of sixteen and
twenty. I do not think that their conduct is
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eriminal. 1 belleve that the entire problem of
jempecs had been exages i L COrmunlETo
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VII. RELIGION

A, From 1948 on all glem churches in E

were persecuted. Probably the Cathellc church
was hit the hardest because of 1ts mlze and
becauss it probably had more inTluence on 1ts
flock than the other churches. I think that
in Hungary religlon has been a bulwark against
Communism, Commumiats are athelsts and ugpnse&
to religion. Also,Communists are materlalists,
something whioch the churshes are also opposed
to.

It 18 very difficult to judge the degree of
relizlousness of a person. Religilousrness to
certain extent means formalitles. I am re-
ligious,but I do not believe in formallitlee.
I believe in the existance of God,I go to
church,and I pray. I am unable to say whether
my mother was more religious than I am. I
cannot say anything about my father because
he died when I was only eighteen months old.

I think that I am less relgious than the
average person in Hungary.

I think that the idesl relations between
church and state is that the church be in-
depandent of the state and vice versa,but
they should cooperate. The church should
be given back its role in the education of
children. The relligious orders in Hungary
and the ohurches have ExExEE oxcellent
schools and experienced personnel.

I think that the churches should be allowed
to exprese their opinions on such things as
plays,movies,and booke. However,their opinion
or censorship should not be considered com-
pulsory. It can be only advisory to 1its omn
parishioners.

As long as the danpgers of Communism emist in
Hungary,I think that the churches in Hyngary

TN ———
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ahould take an active role in polities. But,lin
an independent Hungary this would not be necessary
nor desireble.

B. The Jewlish relgelon has also bean hurt by the
Commund.st¥ regime in Hungary. The Communists are
equally opposed to all redy religions;tha same
restrictions applied also to the Jews. Party
members could not attend religiouns services or
go the church. Church inptitutions,whether Jewlsh
or Catholic,were similarly talken into government
custody and control. =

It cannot be denied that/the beginning the Jews
weleomed Communiem becaupe the Soviet army liber-
ated them from certain death. But,]l think that
gradually the Jeuws,especially the business men
and factory owners,became opposed to Communipm
in a comparatively short time. They lost prac-
tically everything under the Commumists. Some
even gald that the fssclsts were somewhat better.

The Jewa I met on the streets during the revolu-
tlon seemed pleased and happy because of the
revolution. They sympathized with the Freedom
Fightera. But,of course,these were not the Jews
who were %ivan top goverrmont positlona and

who wWere top Commumnist Party membera. I saw
Jews talking part in the demonstrations and in
tha fighting,but net in such great numbars as
the percentage of Jews in Budapest wouwld have
warranted,

I do not think it is true that Jews fear an
independent Hungary. Probably only the Communlst
Jeus fear this,becaus they would not be ziven
good Jobe and would losme their influence.
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VIII. THE HUNGARIAN YOUTH

A. Under Hungarian youth in general we mean the
young people from sixteen to twenty-four.

B. The Hungarian youth started demonstrations
whioh led to the revolution and they were the
onas who began the fighting and directed it to

a large extent.

Youth,in ganeral,is always more enthusiastioc

than older age groups. This applies especially

to the Hungarian youth. They had less re 1-

bility than the older people gnd were muo

more daring. Also,1f muat be talken into con-

elderation that the majority of the students

lived in student homes where they had very

tﬁ:tlﬂ supervision and no inf'luence from
family. There was no one to lteep them

back from fighting.

The older pecple approveid of the revoluiion
and were very pleased with the conduct of

the ian youth. When armed replstance
ceased, took over the repistance to the
c&mlgiatu and Russlans by declaring a general
8 .

I think that the Hungarian youth wery well
understood the sitéation of the older people,
and realized that they could not all come
and fight with them.

C. (This sub-gection i3 not applicable as
gsubject is over thirty and hasz no children.)

D. The Hungarlan youth rejected Communist
indoctrination because the lies of the
Communiste were so transparent that even
the gyounest child could clearly see the
falsehoods.

From 1948 on when Communism really began
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in Hungary the Hungarian youth as a whole was
alwapyse apposed to Communism. There may have

been one or two individuales who sympathised

with 1t. The only thing is that there was no

no organized collective registance to Communism
on the part of the youth, Thelr resistence was
alwaye individual and depended always on the
extent of government pressure and the possiblility
of showling euch resistance.
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IX. MAJOR DISSATIEFACTIONS AS FELT IN EVERYDAY |
LIFE

A, In Communiast Hungary I was mostly dissatisfied
with ths complete lack of freedom and the re- |
strictione imposed on everyone by the reglme.
There was a joke in Hungary defining the peopla's
democracy. The people's demoeracy 1s & system
under which nothing is allowed. What is allowed
1s compulsory.

B. Other people's complaints centered around |
the economie conditions and the low standard

of living. As compared to the pre-war standard

of living,the paztzymyx post-war Communist

standard of living was very low,and in tThe

last yeare before the revolution it was con-

stantly declining.



X. THE ECONOMIC LIFE

A. I was arrested in 1055 and freed from prison
only in the Summmr of 1956. Discounting thils
time and also the few months which I lived as
a construction worker in Budapest until the
revolution,I was not abls to get along very
well in Commmist Hungary during the last
years. Before my arrest my food wae very poor.
I ate only the food at the office chAnteen and
enaclks in cheap buffets in Budapeet. I was not
able to afford clothes.buring the last three
vears I bought myslef only a raincoat and a
pair of shoes. I did not have an apartment of
my own. I lived in a room which I was unable
to heat in the winter and had to pay a high
rent for it. I had to conelder good clothes
and shoes a luxury. However,I was able to
attend concerts and operas on low priced
ticketa, I am very interested in music and

was willing ¢o cut down on food bille =x to be
able to afford concerts and operas.

Food and clothes were my major problem during
the last few years. In general,Il think that
my war standard of living waes at least

higher than our standard of living after
the war. There has been nothing which I have
gained from the point of view of my standard
of living after the war.

My standard of living was the highest in 1945
and 1t decreased graduvally. It was the lowest
before the revoluticn.

Among my acquaintances there was a enginser
who was ¢onsldered indeppensable. He wes
probably the sole expert in hie field. Pre-
vioualy he had been a factory ouner. Regard-
lesg of this the Communists retalned hils
services. He could keep his villa on lake
Balaton and his luwxuriously furnished apart-
ment in a prominent residentizl section of
Budapest. He had an official car. I do not
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lcnow what his salary wase,but his wife did not
have to work. They were able to afford parties
and entertained many guesis.

The low standard of living in during the
last eight years can be attribu to the repar-
ation deliveries and to the disadvantagens trade
agreements with the Soviet Union, FPor example,
in 1954 when the Hungarian grain erop was ex~
ceptionally poor,the Soviet Unlon toock away
five million centnersof wheat and other grains,
and Hungary was compelled to import grain from
France and Afghanistan, Another example of the
dlsadvantagous trade agreements are the Hun-
garian locomotive dellveries to the Soviet
Union. The Soviete prescribed that the loco-
motives to be delivered to them should be
bullgt with special axlesz imported from Ger-
many. The axles cost the Hungarisn government
much more than it got for the complete loco-
motive from the Soviet Unlon. Another example
ie the price of egge. In Bungary when the
market price of an egg was two forinte the
Soviet acoepted ezg Eﬁipm&nta at a rate of
three fillers an egg.

B, After belng freed from prison in Juns,
1966 I worked only for four months in Hungary.
average monthly pay was 900 forlnts.
TE% wan deducted for trade union fees,old
age pensions,and bachalora tax. 1 did not
received any premiums or extra pay. I had
no family allowances. I had no secondary
souree of income nor part-time Jjob. As I
am & bachelor,no one else worked in my
family. I dld not %:t gpeclal wage in-
creage during the last five yeara. My pay
was increased when there were pay adjustments
in general. At the same time prices increased
comparatively much more than our salaries
were ralsed,

C. I purchased vpry little food maim myself
in Communist Hyngary. As I ate my meals in
the office cafeteria or small snack bara I
purchased only bread or perhaps cold-cuts on
weekends. I dld messt of my purchasing in the
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Kozert stores and bought only frult on the
free market. The price of frult on the free
market was somewhat higher than in the Kozert
stores,but the quality was much better and
the difference in price was worth it.

There were some i1tems which were not available
in the Kozwrt stores. For example,bacon and
pure lard, The lard which was available in the
Kozert stores was always adulterated with mar-
garine and oll,

There wWere differences in price between the
two markets and the price difference varied.
In general,it can be said that the Kozert
prices were set prices fixed by the govern-
ment. They did not change at all. The prices
remained the same even when the Kozert stores
were unable to supply the items. On the other
hand,the free market ces were governed by
tha"inra of supply demand. When there
was & pearcity of some kind of goods the
pricas would increasse.

mﬂ vary little clothes in Hungary during
Ehﬂ | three years. I have only bought a
rainccat and a palr of shoes. The shoes were
custom made by a small shoemalter. He charged
me 520 forints. At the same time these shoes
would have been availeble at 360 foriants in

a government department store,but the quallty
was inoomparably bettor xhem fhecampraonmnm
than the ready-made shoes.

It wage impossible to buy ready-made clothes
in private stores because only government
department stores carried ready-made clothes.
One was able to have clothes made to measure
in a tallors' cooperative or in a small
tailor's shop,but this was far mors expensive
than ready-made clothes.

The retail distribution of commodities in Hyn-
was very disorganized and involved much
ureauvcratic »ad red tape. Even thes Communistse
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themselves admitted this and the Communist
comic papers rediculed the conditions in the
governmant and in othar stores. For example,
neckties were sent to villages and kerchiefs
vorn only by peasant women were sent to Buda-

pest.

It was extremely difficult to get atancard
spare parts.

For years there was an acute shortage cof meat

and lard, The average Budapest family ate

meat only once a week. Housewives had to line

gﬂ for hours in order to get some meat for
gir families.

There was considerable ¥m black-marketing in
Hungery. This 1s evident from the severity of
the sentenses imposed on black-market operators.
When there was a shortage of any kind,either
commodities or industrial products,the black-
market Iimmediately began to operate. I do not
know how hhe black-market was organized,
Usually the merchant who sold other thinﬁg
also sold black-market products,but only
rellable friends or acquaintances., I don't
think that any storekeeper dared to demand
a price for anything which was socarce.
But, there was & tendancy to link sales with
less desirable products. Mostly the scarce
items were set aside for am =m scquaintances
&2g friends who were willing to pay & higher
price.

. During my last four months in I

was employed as & laborer on the Eggﬁggﬂﬁtian
project in Budapest. I lived at the workers'
barracks not far £x off. We worked approximately
ten hours & day. We were paid on a piece per-
formance basls and even 80 our foremean told us
1f he were strict in computing sur wages we
would not be getting half as much as we were

getting.

In general I was satisfied with my job. In
prison I had promiged myself never to accept
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a white collar job in Communist Hungary. This was
probably the best Job I could have had. I enjoyed
working outdoors.

There ware about 150 to 200 workers employed dn
this construction project,., All of them were ex-
perts in their flelds. Even the skilled laborers
lmew their bueiness. I got along very well with
my foreman and with my co-workers., In general,
the superiors were quick to praise good work

and to danounce amytivigiyEwmeom anything done
wrong.

The Hungarian trade unilon vacation programs were
not the best. The average worker could go on
such & vacation only once every ten years. As
I've mentioned before it was extremely difficult
to get assignments to health resorts for wife
and husband together. Children were barred in
principle and only the top Communiste could
take their families with them. There were speclial
regorts set aside for them and Sor the members
of the AVH. The children were sent to ploneer
camps.About 309 or 40% of the children could
be sent there,but parents were very reluctant
to do Bo because of the 1ill repute theas
camps had, It was enough for one or two pregnant
girls to retrun from there to scare all mothers
away .

The socializelealth service in Hungery was fadrly
good, It was much better than the previous health
service had been under the H.rthy regime. Medleal
examinations and treatments were very good mbut
there was a shortege of hospitalf beds and there
was & waiting list of one or two or even more
weaks,

The pensions were very low and everyone complained
that they were unable to live on their pensions.
The Communiste promised higher pensions,but only
in the future.

E. I am s0 devoted to music and so interested
in concerts and operas that I would prefer to
liveYonly in the city,preferably Budapest.
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Undeniably, the agricultural werlers ate much
better food than the city worlkers. The standard
of living was higher in the city. But,politiocally,
it was probably easler in the villages because
there were less Communists there and people

dared to speak more o y. However,the clas

war was stronger in the vlllages.

When the collectivization of farms wag first
introduced in Hungary I did not approve of 1it.

I kmew that the peasante would be very reluctant
to give up individtal farming., As & result I
expected that egricultural preduction would
decline and prices would increase, It would
affect me indirectly oaly thru increased prices.

1 disapprove of the way agricultural collectl-
vization program had besen carried out in Hun~

BAIY «

1 heard of collectives belng dissolved in 1953
immediately after Imre Negy's speech promising

to dissolve ccoperatives if the cooperative

members 4ld not wish to continue collsetive

farming. Collective farmers everywhere in

Hungary came together and dissolved the cooperatives
that very night. In many places they even
distributed the grain which had been harvested.

In many jyak places the Party Secretaries were

chased away and there were one or two cases

of lynching.

The ldeal agricultural system for an independent
Hungary must be entirely free and vold of

govern ¢ control. A osystem of small peasant
farms ged on intensive agriculture and orchard
farming would be the most ideal.
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X1, THE POLITICAL LIFE

A. Before 1945 I was not interested in Politics
at all. From 1945 to '48 I was very much in-
terested in it because I lmew that our future
was a stale. After 1948 when 1t was evident
that the Communists had come to power,I was
interested In politics because one has to

know ones enemies.

Before 1048 I sympathized with the Hungarian
Small Holders party. I saw the wealk poilnts in
the programs of every party,but I liked the
Small Holders best because their politiliecilans
were not Moscow tralned. They were at least
Hungarians. Before 1048 I also sympathized
with the Hungarian Soclal Democratic party
becaune at that time they also opposed the
Communists,

I heard about the blood baths staged by Bela
Kum and his cronies during the first Communlsm
in 29 1818-1819. I disapproved of 1it. I did not
lmow anything about the axistance of the Hun-
garian Communist party during World War II.
Only after thse war did I read numerous
accounte of thelr'deeds'! and the large size

of theilr uwnderworld.

My views of the Hungarisn Communist party have
not changed basically efter 1048, From 1045 to
1948 I was very much concerned to see that all
key positions in Hungary were occupled by
Communista. They could easlly do po becanse
Hungary was occupled by the Soviets.

B, Very few Communist party members ars Communist
by convletion. The second large group of Communist
party memberas conslsts of those people who Joined
to achieve careers. There ware otill others who
were compelled to join in order to maintain

thelr jobs or to get employment. A very large
mumber of the Farty members autcmatically
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became Party memberp after the merger of the
doclal Democratic party with the Hungarian

Communist party,which created the Hungarian
Workars party.

I think that many Communiste who Joined with
good intentlons and with convictions at the
very beginning,asoon were forced to see and
realize what was going on in the Hungarilan
Communist party and bacame disillusioned.

It is another question whether they were
able to do anything about iEt.

The poliey of the Hungarian Communist party
constantly changed during the last elght
veara, These ohanges were caused by FHosoecow
changesa of Party polley. Ve lmew very well
if a sl change occurred in the Sovlet
Unlon a e could be expected in the
Communist party of Hungary,and also in
Czechoslovaldia,Poland and in the other
satellites. We lmew that 1f there were a
Midzenty trisl in Hungary,there would be

a Visinegly t#ial in Poland,

e were aware of differesmces within the
Communist party. The Party
faction which achieved the majority and
which was in power never faliled to criti-
cize the minority or the faction which
had lost power. From these criticlsms one
couldfin aonodrm that there were strong P conclude
differences of opinion within the Party.

If by Party morale we mean the relatlon

of the Party members to the Party then the
following smmk must be talen into consideration:
The Hungarian Communist Party had a much

larger nembershlp comparstively than the

Soviet Communist party. The Party was not

able to satlsfy the demands of all Party
members concerning Jjobse and advantages.

Thie created a dissatisflaction among Ferty
members. Also,the Party was forced,from
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time to time, to screen its membership,and to
reduce the number of its members. Sereenings
were conducted on the basis of class crigin
and politioal activitles,and alsc the work
which one is doing = for the Pardyy.

Party dilisclipline wag ve strong and no
Party member was ever able to express his
true opinion of Party policy.

In coursge of my work for the Central Bureau
for Statistics I was able to ses and observe
closely such top Communists as Zoltan Vas,
Mr. Plicdler,and Mrs., Aladar Mod, All three
of them belong to the upper fifty Communists
in Huynpgary. MY impression of them is that
they are not Communists by convictlon,bub
fanatics. They are intelligent people and
should see the weak and feeble explanations
offered by the Moscow Communiste for prac-
tically everything. However,they accepted
everything as dogma and did not even think
it advlisable to think about its veracity.

My ssion of top Hungarlian Communists
is that they are very ambitlous,very anxious
to succeed,and to appear in publiec. Alledgedly,
they are very simple people and are not
interested in material advantages. However,
all of them have luxurious American cers,

live in luxurious wvillas,have private tennis
courts and swimming pools,im cte.

Economically and politically the z¥m top
Hungarian Communiste do not have personality
and are mere puppese. However,in other
reapect they do have personality becausa
they differ from each other,

It i8 very difficult to determine the true
motives and convictions of the Hungarian

top Coomuniste. I was never able to determine
whether or not they were well intentioned or
diabolic.
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When Hungary 1s independent all top Hungarian
Communists must be made to answer for thelr
crimes. If they are not guilty of any capital
crime they should be exliled to an lsland and
there create a Coonmuniet socletly of thelir own.

C. There has been conatant opposition to
Communism in Hungary., Thls 18 evidensed by the
over-crowded prisons. Only a small portian of
the people resisting or conspiring against the
reglme were found out.

Grumblling against the regime and general dis-
satisfactlon with polltical and economle con-
ditlone wers conetant. The Hungarian peasantry
gab ed compulsory planned deliveries where-
ever it could. Where there was a possibility
to xkx avold control as,for example,in the
ralsing and harvesting of corn,the government
was never able to achleve more than a TO%
completion of its crop delivery progran,

The industrizl workers were alsc dissatlsfded.

The opposeltion wae expressed not only by grumbling,
but also by cheating in msmms norms. Open strillkes
were qulte out of the question. I thinkk that
opposition behavior was higher at the time when
norms were tightened and wages reduced.

I do not think that such opposition behavior
wae very effectiva.

The intelligentsis also opposed Communism and
sabotaged it silently. For example,the technical
intelligentsia did not work very mmii willingly
and did not take any actlions to correct faults
in organization or production.

Many outstanding Hungarian intellectuals were
alpo opposed tc Communism., For example,such
outetanding poets asdd Oyule Illyss werse reluctant
to wrlite about Communist subjects. They wroie
poems secretly which were made public only during
and after the revolution. Such outstanding
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masiciens as,for example,Zoltan Kodaly alao
opposed Communist regime.

I heard from a reliable source that when Zoltan
Kodaly had bean awarded the Koseuth Frize,which
wag 35,000 forints at that time,he told Minister
Gero that he doean't need the money for himsalf
but is acoepting it to buy & plano for a very
talanted student of his whom he was hardly able
to bring bask from deportation.

At the time when the Petofi Circle was organized
I wae still in prison., We heard some rmmors about
the Petofl Circle and its debates in prison,but
did not imow much abumut it. When I was freed in
the summer 8f 1956 I learned much about the
Petofli Circle and its activities thru the news-

paper 'Irodalmi Ujsag'.

I do not know of any intellectual farment before
the Petofl Circle. The significance of the in-
telleectual revolt as can be seen in the Petofl
meetings was that the intellectuals dared to
express thede views everyone had bean professing
all along. They created the freer atmosphere
which gave the revolution the courage %o oppose
the regime.

I think that the intellectuals are mostly prac-
tical people. I have a good opinion of them.

The intellectuals were satiasfied ik materially
with the adventages given them by the »egime,but
they could no longer tolerate the Intellectual
slavery to whih they were condemmed. They saw
that a new era was beginning in the Soviet Unlon
and they thought that probably they could change
the atmosphere at home &lso.
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XIXI. THE APPARATUS OF POWER

A, The members of the Hungarian secret police
were the scum of 4be- Hungarian esoclety. They
were people who did not & want to work,who

were izl sadists,and were willing to do anything
for money.

I had a cell-mate in prison,a Zxm former AVH
officer,a captain by the name of Akos Papp. He
told me meny thinges about himegelf. He saild that
he had two apartments in Budapesat under two
different namesa. He had personal ldentificatilion
cards for five names. He was & captain assipgned
to the forelijgn currency group of the AVH, He
alsc wae & qualified mason. Whenever there were
repairs to be done on legation bulldings,diplo-
matic corpe apartments,or ehurches he was sent
to do them. He used this opportunity to take
photographs and t¢ observe who were thatﬂznplu
who ® went to such places. He boasted t
his salary was from 5000 to 6000 forints a
month and that he was also &ble to amim make
much money on the slde., I lnew of ancther AVH
major who wae imprisoned because on cne occasion
he fo 10,000 in the pessession of a suspect
and kept the money.

I do not Imow of any AVH men kho had remorse or
pangs of consclence and wanted to leave the
service.

When Hungary is independent I think that every
AVH man should answer for his deeds.

iIn comparison to the AVH the Hungarian Blue
Police force handled only common crimes and
economic crimes. I don't think that the police
force was very much influenced by Communism.
Only the top leaders of the police force were
Communists. This 1a evident from the conduct
of the Blue Ppléce during the revolution. They
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acted entirely indifferently in the first stage
of the revolution,and readily handed over thelr

armg and ammunition to the insurgents.

I don't think that the Communist Blus FPplice
force wae as efficient as its counterpart
during the Horthy regime. The Commrunists
fired the skilled, experienced policemen who
were heading the police department under the
Harthy regime.,end they did not as yet have
time to train a satalff of thelr owm. Also,

it must be taken into consideration that the
underyarld during the Commmaist regime in-
creaged because of economic reasons.

B. I don't think that Communist accusatlons
that the courte of the Horthy regime were
biased were true. I think that the courts at
that tims functioned very well and they were

independent of the povernment.

The People's Courts were set up in Hungary in
1945 '46, They tried war crime chagges.

ot all of the war criminals pentensed by these
courts were gullty. Un questidnably, those war
‘eriminals who persecuted and murdered others
were gullty. But,in many cases,the sentenses

of the Feople's Courts were unjust. They de-
pended largely on the influence of the Communist
Party delegate in the court Senate.

later,the Coomuniests revised many of the
sentenses of the Feople's Courts and even
passed stiffer sentenses,

C. 1 do not lmow what role the Hungarian army
played in the revolutlon outside Budapest. I
only know thay events in Budapest.

In Budapest only two barracls,the Killian and
the Karoly barracks,participated in the fighting
ap a whole In the first stage of the revolution.
After the Russian withdrewal from Budapest,the
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other barracks also ipsued declarations that
they too were slding with the revolution,but
up til then only individual deserters or small
groups of deserters had taken part in the
fighting from the other barracks.

(Geographical differences also had an influence
on the conduct of the varlious army units. For
example, the army unite 1n western

where there were comparatively few Ruasianu,
and the ones who were there as,for example,in
Gyor,hbad been there for a long time,there was
no fighting and the soldiers were more in-
E clined teo slde with the revolution, In
eastern Hungary where the proximity of the
Russian border afdd the presense of large
Russian troops depressed the Boldiers,thelr
participation was =£ on 2 smaller scale.

I do not lmow of any differences in the conduct
of the soldiers and Pfficers which could be
attrfbuted to clase origin,

In general it can be & said that the enlisted
men,especially the new recrults who were not
BO munh under discipline as yet,were the ones
glrhiﬂipntud more enthuslastieally in the

figh The NCOs also favored the revolution.
Many uf the higher officers sided with thsa
revolution but most of them were either in-
different or conducted sabotage in faver of
the Communists.

I thinic that perhaps in the fighting the city
boys from industrial worker families were more
at home and acted braver than the peasant boyes.

I do not lmow of any general rule wilth which
to explain the participation of some mmtan
unite as a whole whereas others remained on
the side of the Communists. It is probably
the influence of the commanding officers and
their political convictilons.
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I was not surprised by the Gonduct of the Hun-
garien army during the revolution. I even ex-
pected more of them. In the second stage of the
revolution when the Russiars were returning,
they could have offered stiffer resistance. The
lack of their participstion 1s due to the fact
that top Communist officers whd had not been
removed from the army were sabotaging efforte
to fight agalnsat the Soviets. Also,the arrest
of Colonel Maleter and other top army officers
caused much confusion in the army and there
wae no one to ipeue orders.

I think however that had the participation of
the army in the second stage of the revolution
been more organized and more effective,even
that wonld have only prolonged the fighting in
Budapesat,but would not have altered the final
outcome.

{The rest of this sub-section scannot be applied
because respondent did not serve in the Hun-
garian army during the Communist regime.)

D. I think that the mmpmpmex unpopularity of
the Soviet troops in Hungary is due to thelir
conduct in 1944 and'l5,not to the participation
of the Russian trooops in defeating the Kossuth
rebellion of 194E,

I wags not at home at the time when the Russians
entered Hungary., I was in Austria and Germany.
But,the preas and radio had informed us of the
advance and how the Russlan army behaved in
newly occupied territorges. Thelr subsequent
conduct in Hungary proved these reporis correct.

My opinion of hte Rupgsian ermy had not improved
since 1945,

I had practically no sontact at all with Russian
occupation troops in Huyngary after the war. I
knew of thelr presense,but had £ no opportunity
to speak with them,and received no direct infor

mation concerning them from friends. I Imow,
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however, that their presense in Hyngary was resented
all along and thay were unpopular.

the rewvolution I had no contact whatever with
the Russian soldiers. I spoike with one,that is,a
friend who spoke Russian spoke with one in my presense,
Thie I alrasady mentioned. This was the incidant on
Parliament Square.when the Russian tank operater
said that they are going home,which was not trus.

On another occasion a friend of mine spoke with
the Russians and they asked him questions on where
the Suez Canal was,2te. I am convinced that the
Russians lmew very well where they were and xrinEs
against whom they were fighting. They asked such
mpddxarataipdd stupid queetions only to make the
populatéon believe that they are innccent of

fighting against them.

WVhen I was attempting to escape to Ausitria I,on
two occasions,was caught by Russlans. They let
us go whan we bribed them with wrist gatches

and money.

Otherwise I lmew nothing about the conduct or the
viewa of the Rusalans stationed in Hungary or
participating in the Revolution.

I know of no cases where KSoviet soldiers helped

Hungarians,refused to obey their superiors,de-
serted,fought agdinst the AVH or againat each
other. I think thet no such cases really ocourred

I know of one occasicon when a Sovliet armored car

was hit on SZeng Square., The two Russians who re-
mained alive ran into the nearest house,and there
forced the civilian population to gather around
them. They wanted to protect themselves in this
wae agalnnot being shot.

From & relaible sousrce I heard that during the
pecond estage of the revolutbn on lMorlcz ZEtﬁﬁynd

Square when the local state department store there

was on fire,the Russlians went into the air raid
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gheltera of the houses facing the Square and de-
manded the men come and put out the fire.
About men brought out of the ailr-raid

chelters and they were fired on by the Russilans

in the middle of the Square. All forty died with
the exception of one person who pretended to be

dead, He stayed there smong the bodies until

late at n t when he was able to eregep a -
On nnuthn;sait: occaslon a Soviet tankpﬁ wd i 4

from the directlon of Kelenfold Rallroad station
passed a long line of mostly women waiting for
bread iIn front of a bakery on Bartolt Bela Roamd.
The tank paseed the line,stopped,turned around,
and machine gunned the line. Five people wers
killed. This very same tank went further and
fired a shell into a restaurant where = many
people were eating lunch. 'There five or six
persons were also killed.

E. In Commmigt Hungary it m very often happaned
that rural local councils were inclined to dls-
regard government ordereg in favor £xfxf of the
people, The reason for this wae that the local
counclls ptood closer and sympathlized more with
the people of the villages than with the govern-
ment in Budapest. Such exceptions occurred most
in comnection with the compulsory delivery of
erops.

F. It was popsible to resort to bribes where
large financial interests were involved. For
example,one could bribe the officials of the
hous authorityf in order to get an apart-
ment. official ceught accepting a bribe
would be imprisoned.

Much could be done with proper contacts and
influence. There was a large degree of depotism
among top Communiets. Thelr relatives were
always place in lucrative poste. This was
revealed only after the downfall of the
pﬁn:nigmﬂmad. ¥ Then even the Papers wrote
abou .

G. I did not have any opportunity to meet an
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AVH officer who was higher in rank than & captain.
impression of the AVH officers whom I met was
t they were not very intelligent,but they lmew
thelr business, The AVH was a diabolically clever
and well organized police force. X suspect that
the top leaders of the AVH were intelligent and
gifted. They also spolke foreign languages,

I do not have a wvery high opinion of the talent
and Intelligence of the Hungarian army leadership.
I had an army officer friend who once taught
tactice and strategy in the school for Hungarian
stalff officers. He laughingly told me that he

18 teaching them strategy in the morning and

in the afternoon the same fubure general stall
officers are atudying spelling and grammar from

& school teacher. However, all administration

of the army was done by Soviet experts who

were sent to Hugary and already spoke the Hun-
garian language. Zepecially the counter-intelligence
work in Hyngary was done by such Soviet experts.

Hungarian public administration was full of new
cadres, that 1s ex-workers,and farmers who had a
talent for office worlk and public administration,
but did not have the proper experience. However,
there wera many more officers of the past regime
in the public administration than in any other
government branch.



D Bt T (G w5

g2~

a t. 53 /XTIX

XIII. ASSESSMENT OF FPUTURE PROSPECTS FPOR HUNGARY

A. The Communists in Mosecow and in Budapest know
very well what the situation in Hungary is. They

. know that the revelt of last October waes not a
revolt instigated by Westeen egents and counter-
revolutioniste. It was the expressed dissatisfaction
of the entire Hungarian nation.

To avold the possibllity of recurrence of such a
revolution the Communists in H will tighten
thelr policy and go back to the 1950-'51 terror.
They will liquidate everyone who may be dangerous
to them, Kadar will remdin in government. He
cannot be more unpopular than he is now. But,it
seems that the Soviets are reluctant to place
Rakosl or Gero baclk in power because they fear
that this may provoke ancother revolt.

Cutside Eun%;iy the armament race will continue.
The Soviet on is reshuffling its economy in
preparation for war.

Our only hope is that an agreemant may be reached
betwean the East and VWest concerning the creation
of a neutral zone in Europe which would include

also Hungary.

I do not think that a Polish type solution would
be acceptable to the people at home.

In the age of atomle weapone I do not desire a
var between the United States and the Soviet Union.
But,perhaps the people at home in the blttermess
would be willing to accept even the hazards of an
atomiec war 1f 1t meant the liberation from Communism
2, and the Soviet Union.

I think that war between the East and West 1is
inevitable. Whan it will occcur I do not know. It
wlll come when the United States realizes that
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its very existance is in jeopardy.

I do not think that any international pressure
on the Soviet Union would solve the problem
without war. The Soviet Tnion reallzes very
will that once it mekes a small concession
then the whole Soviet system will callapse.
The death of Stalin hag not changed Soviet
1deoclogy concerning Communist uizanuian. The
Communists, to keep up their prestige,must
achieve further victories and wants o expand.

T don't think that eny changes within the Zoviet
Union are likely. If none has occurrad in the
papt forty-some years,none will ocowr nowv.

B, During the past ten years we first expected
that the militaristic policy of Stalin and his
associatea would provoke war,the outcome of
which would solve Hungary's independence. le
Imew that the Hungarian and Polish soldgers
would not fight apainat the Western world on
the slde of the Russians. Events in Horsa,

in Berlin.and elsawhere strengthened our hopes
and it seemed that a war would break out.

There was a change in Sovidt policy. We thought
that there would he some agreement between the
East and West which would mean the withdrawal
of Russian troops from Hungary,and the establishment
of a new reglime.

When Hungary was being admitted for United
Nations membersghip we thought that the acceptance
of Hungary in the U.N. would be tled to conditions
which it would have to fulfill. We thought that
international control would be exercigsed in
Hungary over free electlons. And in course

of these free elections Commumism would be

swept away.

Later 1t turned out that all these hopes were
false and everyone was embittered. Now I think
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XIV. SOCIAL,POLITICAL,AND ECONOMIC IDEOLOGY

A. In an independent Hungary I would like to cee
a modern democratlic system based on Weetern prin-
elples of democrecy.

B, Hungary 1s primarily an agricultural country.
Therefore,emphasis in an independent Hungary
should be placed on agriculture. H has
very few industriel resocurces,but she has an
abundance of labor. Therefore,light industry
should be developed instead of heavy industry.

I think that especially the textile and chemicdl
industrles should be developed.

The Communists have attributed too much lmpor-
tance to Hungarian heavy industpy. It 1= pri-
marlly =i serving military pes. The pro-
duction of tanks eand arms ghould be discontinued
in Hungary. In thelr place it would be more
advisable to manufacture modern agricultural
machinery to raise the lesvel of agriculture in

Hungary,

Cnee the Communists are everthrowm I think that
a gpeclal committee consisting of government
representatives,industrial uﬁggrtu,and repre-
sentativds of the people sho decide what
should be done mikt with the national enterprises.
The general tendancy in Western Eurcpe 13 to
nationalize the key heavy industries and to
keep them under government control. I think
that would be the best solution also in Hungary.
But,for the light industries,the freedom of
enterprise should be insuved,

There will be no kolchoz problem in H

once independence is gained. The Communist rule
only craclked a bit and the lolchozes all dis-
appreared., The state ferms should continue to
operate ae model farms for breeding and crop
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improvement and research purposes.

The people at home are scustomed to the national
ownership of transportation facilities, The rail-
roads,ate. have been bullt by the etate itself.

This is customary everywhere in Europe. The people
at home probably approve algo of the nationalization
of the key industries,but the vast majority will
favor free enterprise in other industriea.

In an independent Hungary agriculture should be
entirely free and not controlled by the govern-
ment, The government should act in an advisory
capacity. It should provide the akilled agricultural
experts taugéra advive to the peasantry. But,this
advice sho not be compulpory.

If I had to choose between a dictatorship granting
an insured standard of living,and a democracy which
insured freedom,but not a standard of livng,I would
without hesitation choose the latter. If people
at home are willing to sacrifice their lives for
freedom,then I think they would not hésitate in
sacrificing material advantages.

I don't think 1t would be necessary to outlaw the

Communist party in an independent Hungary. There
would be no Communist membership.

C. The axample of not only Austria,but Sgitzerland
and Sweden show that neutrality leads to prosperity
and to a better life. But,in spite of all this,l
think 1t would be much better for Hungary to belong
to a Western alllance likke West Germany's,becauss

it is better not & to be isolated but to participate
in the activilities of a larger community.

Hungary has had such bitter experiences with relations
with the Soviet Union that I don't think anyone in

H would want to maintain any kind of redations
whatever with the Soviet Union. The Russlan people

are an entirely differemt queastion. Once the Communist
reglme changes and ceaces in the Soviet Union,then

the question of relations can be recondidered.
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Hungary should have close economic,military,
and cultural relaftions with the other eastern
BEuropean countrles,because they toeo should be-
long to a Western alliance,

With the rest of Euwrope and with the United

atates, llungary should maintain the closest

g::aihia oultural, economic,and military re-
ions,

I have neard at home about plans of a Danublan
faderation, Such plans are obsolete today. They
originated a century ago. I don't thinlk 1t would
be desirable because the tendency today im to-
werd the formatlon of larger unlts. The plans

of a united stated of Euwrope are much more
aceceptable to everyone at home.

I do not find Hungary's present boundaries
acceptable, To every impartial observer it 1B
evident that the bowidaries established by the
xExk World War I peace treaties are unjust.
Large ethnical groups are living in the nelgh-
boring countries along the Hungarian border.

I am concerned about the fate of the Hungarlan
minorities in the & neighboring countriea. In
the past decades many of them have been expelled
from Czechoslovalkis and Yugoslavia. Many had to
fleae from Rumanla. But,although all these Frmhm
problems are vital,I &tk think they will be
polved by the creation of a United States of
Europe.

I think these problmms sre important to every-
one at home,although at present everyone is
concerned with more precsing problmms of
Communism and thelr very existance.
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XV, THE FORMATION OF PUBLIC OFINION

A, Regrettably,before the revolution I heard

nothing about Khrushchev's secret speech,be-

cause.,at that time,I was under arrest. We were

xm better informed before my arrest. For ex-

ample,when Malenko resigned,although there was

no radlo in the office,within two hours avery-
but the Party mamheraﬁﬁ

The official Hungarian newspapers viere vary
bitter about Senator MeCarthy and his Un-
American Activitlen Committee. They charged
him with witech hunting and the persecution of
Communists. He was branded a fascist., All this
made him popular to the people at home.

We heard that Peron was ousted in Argentina,but
wa were not very interested in these events,be-

cause they did not affect us personally.

our

Most of/my information concerning Rakosi's
private life before the revolution originated
from Western radio sources. Western broadcasts
informed the public at home that a new villa
wag beilng bullé for Ralkosl,xitk a private
swimming pool,a new air-raid shelter,ete. I
also had a friend whope relative wac a cock

in one of the top govermment villas on
Szechenyl hegy. He heard from her that Rakosl
has to obeerve a very strict dilet becausa he

is very 1ll. Otherwise,he told us hair-
railsing accounte of the luxury and of the
partlies which were conducted in these villas.
He also mentioned that the attitude of the
AVH car drivers and guards vwas a2lso very
interaest «» Thelr attitude could be summed
up in 'Lebd's live today,because who knows
what will happen to us tomorrow.!

B. During the past ten yvears our best source of
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news wag the foreign radio broadcasts. The second
most important news source was the fordélsn news-
papers which were admitted to the country. These
were mostly Communist or Scelal Democratic papers
and one had to read them with certaln repervations.

Finally,there was also news which we acqulred by
word of mouth.

C. News received by word of mouth concernsd
mostly domectlic events. We recelved 1t regularly
from friends,because we alwaye discussed the
political situation, During the past years of
l1life in Hungary practically all news recelved
from other friendaz by word of mouth was reliable
because by then we were able to judge who was
rellable and who was not. Perscns who told news
which proved to be false were reluctant to give
any more news because they had been embarrassed
by the 1naccuracy of thelr previous news.

D. (Omitted because of the time elemant)
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XVI, EVENTS OUTSIDE HUNGARY

A. Slnce,after lin's death,no revolution broke
out in the Soviet Union when it could be most ex-
pected,I don't think that any changes within the
<oviet can be expected now,

It 1 very difficult to foresee what would happen
In the Soviet Union if free elections ware to be
held there. The Soviet poeple lmow no other system
than Communism. However,I thini that 1f really
true and free electlione were to be held in the
Soviet Union and the people would be convineced
of this,fearing no triclkery, then,Communism would
be defeated even in the Soviet Union, I bhase my
opfnion on the fact that there only four or xi=m
five million Party members within the Soviet
Union and 1t can be expected that not all of
them are Communists by conviction.

What I said about the Hungarian top leaders also
applies to the top Russian Communist leaders. All
of them,whether Hungarian, Rfissian,Czechoslovalk,or
Rumanian or Cpinese are the products of the same
school. Their mentality,their purposes and aims
are identicad. There is pmk perhaps only a
diff'erenca in hierarchy,becamase the Hungarian
and other satellite Communists receive their
orders from Moscovw. However,the top Soviet
leadors are also dependent mm upon the Communist
party in the Sovlet Union. They,too,are not
absclute leadars,

B, Fpom among the countries mentioned Poland is

the most popular in Hungary because of the

traditional historical Hungarian-Polish friend-

ship. Second most popular country is Yugoslavia

because the Yugoslave have shown the most

;Earuntar and are very strongly opposed to
BCOW .
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The least popular is Rumania and the second least
popular 1s Czechoslovakia. Both countries have

persecuted Hungerian minorities in their countries,
and are especlally unpopular becguse of their con-

duct in the recent revolution.

If true free elections were to be held 1in these
countries and the people were convinced that the
alectlions were not rigged and no consequences
would mo=hyey arise,then Commmism would be de-
feated everywhere,even 1n Yugoslavia.

The standard of living is highesat in Bast Germany
and the second highent in Czechoslovalcla. The
standard of living is the lowest in Rumania and
the second lowest in JBulgaria.

In Poland Gomulka's government had represented a
virtual change from what was thare prevlously,but
it 18 questicnable whether CGomullia will be per-
mitted to remain in power or not. If he insists
on conducting stiff oppoeition to the Russians
and Soviet influence,he wlll be custed. He has
already made certain concessions to tha Russians.

I do not think that events in Poland had a greet
influence on the Hungarian revolution. The Hun-
garian revolution would have occurrod regardless
of events in Poland. The Hungarisn universlty
ctudents had already listed thelr demands and
had declded to hold cdemonstrations befome events
in Poland broke out.

There may have been powe thew in Poland already
before Gomulka's rise to powsr. We heard of

the Poznan ricts although the Hungarian neows-
papers e tried to play down ite significance,
We heard about them also over the foreign radio
broadecasts,

I think thaet i1t would not have been batter for
Hungary to have fam followed the path of the
Polish revolutdon instead of the bloody revolu-
tion of lagt October. It iz true that more

e e il
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Hungarian llvea would have been saved,but the Hun-
garian revolution was the traditional Hungarian

way of doing things.

D, I do not think that Tito iz the originator of
national Communism. Virtually,Trotelkyicm is nothing
else but national Communism, I think that Tito
borrowed his ideas from Trotsky.

Tito was ousted from the Cominform becauss he
refused to give Moescow complete control over
internal arfairs in Yugoslavia. Relations be~
tween £t Tito and the other satellites in the
inltial area were better than his relations to
Moscow. He wanted to woo the esatelliters and
have them Join his camp. In thie he did not
succeed. Relations with the Soviet Union im-
proved only whan the Soviet leaders visited
Tito personally to ask his forgiveness.

As a Coomunist and asg & Bugoslav I&x Tito
sympathizes with the Soviet Unlon,but he also
realizes that in his struggle for Independence
he can galn support only in the West against
the Soviet Union. fkkerwizay

T am not in favor of national Communism because
Communimm i Communiem whather it is national
or intermational.

At the outbreak of the Hungarian revolution
Tito,as a Communist,éirapproved of 1t and
termed 1t also a counter-revolution. He had
to fear the explosion of a simllar ravolution
in his own country. On the other hand, he dis-
approved of the HQEEEH Interference in Hun-
garian affairs. As a"gentlemanihe also re-
sented that the Sovietz had given their word
of honor tc provide Imre Nagy and his party
with safe conduct when they left the Yugoslav
legation. The Soviet Union did not keep 1its
promise.
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I think that nacvional Communist tendencles exist
only in Poland,because what Gomulka 1s doing is
virtually also national Communism. Czechoslovalkia
and East Germany are opposed to it. But,among
the ordinary people theres probably is a2 feeling
that national Communlem as & temporary soluticn
i8 better than international Communiam,

I don't thinlkc that Tito 18 very populasr in Yugo-
slavia., Conditions there are worse than.in Hun-
gary. I.gatharuﬂ my impressiones from & prison
cell-mate who came from Yugoslavia., He left the
:E:ntnr'haﬂauau of poor economlc condltlons

re,

1ito's national Communiem also 13 against re-
ligion and this,too,infuriatés some of hls
people at homea.

E. In my opinion Egypt had no right to nationalize
the Suez Canal. The Suez Canal 15 an important
water way from which depends the economic welfare
of many countries. It cannot be placed in the
management of one country alone,or be Bubject

to the will or caprice or political beliefs of
one peraon or party. Howsver,l do not think

that the Anglo-French-Ieraeli invasion of

Egypt was justified., This should have besn

selved afull and I eriticize the conduct

of the ted Stateu in not foreing the iesue
before 1t came to war.

F. I think that the standard of living in West
Germany 1s the highest in Ewrope. The f@ermans
succeeded iIn putting their economy in ship-
shape order., Now they ere m in a position to
advanca loans to France.

I do not think that the Germans are dangerous
in starting off another war. Without arms,and

githnut an army,wlthout the money,they cannot
e 80,
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As long as the Communist danger in Europa exlsts,
and it will continue to exlst despite any kind
of agreement between East and West,I approve of
the rearmament of West Germany.

I do not think that the West German army is
stronger than the Hritish or French armed forces.

I think that the length of compulsory military
gervice in VWest Germany is elghtesn months.

Neither the German nor the Rusaian occcupation
during World Var II was popular in Hun-
gary. But,the German occupation was more
easlily tolerated than the Russian cne. The
Germane did not rape the women. They courted
them, took them to cinemas,and gave them a
good €ime, It cannot be denled that the Ger-
man officers and men aocted much batter dle-
ciplined than their Rusaian counterpartis.

G. The NATO looks wonderful on paper. How it
will worlk out in practice 1s yet to be peen.

Its main elgnificance lies in the fact that 1t
insures American particlpation in defending the
boundaries and governments of European NATO
countries.

The ligrsaw Pact wes alledgedly formed to counter-
balance HNATO.

I think that the British Labor party is g progressive,
but it is against Communism.

I think from the point of standard of living West

Germany comes first,Great Britain second,Italy
Ehirﬂ,ﬂraau& fourth,EBgypt fifth,and Soviet Unlon
ast.

H. On my arrival in the United States I was very
much impreesed by the very hiszh standard of living
in thies country. This 1a evident in practically
everything:the great many cars, the many axx air-
planes,the neat houses,the well furnished homas,
the neatly dressed people,and even the features

of people one secs on the streets. One does not
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gee the weary,tlred,worried loolks which is common

I disapprove of Agerican foreign policy in eastern
Europe,because the American government is spending
a tremendous amount of money to influshce the

~ epinion of the people at home agdinst the Communist
govermnment. This 18 entirely superfluous. The
Communiste serve the best propaganda against
themeelvee by thelr actas. It would be much

better to devise some way of ending the Cormunist
rule in these countries,

I approve of the American foreign policymm of
granting economiec aid teo Poland and Yugoslavia.
Thie 1B excellent for not only propaganda pur-
poBes,but it also creates a link betwsen East
and West., It shows the Communist world that
they cannot exist without Western aid.

I dlgapprove of America's unwillingness to give
economle 4id to Hyngary. It ie not be gilven
to the Communist Xadar governgment,but it is
given to the people of Hungary. I% will help
them to endure tha time which they still have
to ktsim spend under Communist rule.

The American government should maintain only
the most formal and diplomatic relations with
the Kadar government.

I think thet the people in Fyngary would very
much like to see more Western visitors. These
visitore should be wnofficial oneps,mxxatriast
drgnsmbaromeffbiatonatkerax Therefore,
tourdeste have the first preference. These
visitors should be warned to look at not only
what they are mhmumyxshwraykek by the official
™ Hungardian guldep,immk The information mt to
rospective visltors could be supplied by
arican personnel who were statloned in
Hungary,and lmow the local situation,or by
recent refugeesn.
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I think that the people at home are wild with
enthusiaasm about getting more Western boolks
and publicatione. The only poseible way of
getting them to the people is by offering the
Hungarian government an mxmam exchange of
propaganda in publications program.

These publications are so highly regarded at
home t it would be entirely indifferent
to them who 1= aspoclated with their delivery

;n Hungary.

I do not have much information concerning the
#larshall Plan. I know only the Soviet version.
Accord] to them America Just wanted to dump
Ats surplusmx in Europe. What the political
eonditions to thege Marshall loans were I do
not lnow.

America participated in the Kerean lar only
a8 one of the members of' the United Nations
armed forces. The military action in Korda
was declded on by the UN to curb Communist

expanaion.

J. Since the Hungarian revolution I've seen
that the United Nations 1s not worth mors
than the League of Natlons after World War
I. In the autumn and winter of 1956 the U.N.
should have talken more effective action on
Hungary. They should have talked less and
acted more. They should have compelled
Russia to withdraw 1ts troops and not to
interfere 1n the domaestic alffairs of Hun-
gary. They should have stressed the fact
that even on the basis of the Warsaw Pact
the Soviet Union did not have a right to
gtation troops in Hungary once the Hun-
garian participation ift the Warsaw Fact

had been revolced.

I do not see any hope,any chances of mffamirun
effective Uhited Nations action for Hungary
in the foraseeable future,
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XVII. ENOWLEDGE OF AND ATTITUDE TOWARD ESELECTED
PERSONALITIES

A. I consider Zoltan Kodaly the greatest Hun-
garian today. He i givin% gtrong opposition
to Commmism in t 18 not by accldent
that th:r'wantnd to It:t elect him thﬂ chair-
man of the Provieional NHational Coumell in

Hungary .

B. Imre Nagy was & much more moderate Communlst
than the other Communist leaders in H '
Bacause of his emcellent record durdng the 1953
new BEEr ara when he,for a short time,wae the
head of ths government,hle person was accaptable
in the first stage of the revolution to conduct
Eﬁi gradual severence of tles to the Soviet
on,

In the initlal estage of the revolution Imre Nagy
waes entirely on the side of the Soviets. However,
when the Soviet Unlon withdrew its forcea from
Budapegt,and Imre llagy was xx free of his Soviat
superviserse,then he ,a person with good political
feeling , mbibckuxtionormmi sensed that the people
in Hungary want something other than a moderate
form of Communism, He then twrned his baclk on
Communist principlss,and perhaps because of
personsal ambltions headed the new trend which
was entirely opposed to Soviset Communism,and
Commumniem In general.

I have a very high opinicn of Cardinal Mydzenty.
Although I am not a Cathelic I realize that
because Hungary is strongly Catholile,Mydzenty's
perscn 1is neceseary in the Initial perloed of

a new era,because many persons who otherwise
are not interested in poliéics will see in

his person a guarantee that everything is

being conducted in the right direction.
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. Lapzlo Rijk is the organizer of the AVH, He
became one of its victima. He deserved what
he got.

Erpo Gero 1s & very sinlster and diobolical

) figure who, together with Zoltan Vas,conducted
very shady traneactions and acquired millions
in the first two years after the war. He has

- no political talent. With a few well directed
words he would have been able to sooth and
qulet the demonstrators,and = to ayvold the
outbreak of the revolution. Instead,with a
lagk of caution which 1s surprising for a
Commmist,he used very strong words against
the gamnnntnnturn and theraby poured oll on
the fire.

I don't think that Janos Kadar is normal.
Otherwise,l cannot explalin that he,alter

being tortured so severely and brutally
in Communiest prisons,is siding with them.

I do not lmow anything about Bela Kiraly. I
imew that he played some role in the revolu-

tlon in its second stage,but did not partici-
pate 1n the fighting.

Anna Kethly belonged to the left-wing of the
Social Democratic party at home, But,since
she was not Communibt trained,she had to be
put out of the way in prison.

I have a very good opinion of President
Elsenhower, He is 2 born leaderihe Ix has &
very good politlcdl feeling.,and 1s a good
etatesman. I also see that he is popular
here In the United States,

I elso have & very good opingon of Sacretary-
Ganeral Hammersikjold, He is doing indefatigablp
i whet he can tC preserve peace.

(n the basis of what I read about State Secretary
Dullees here in the U.8. since my arrival,my
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impression 1ip that he doss not have foreslght,
which is eesential for a 2 man in his office.
I also deplore tha fact thav top diplomatic
assignments ere not given on the basis of
ability,but on the basis of wealth and social
contact.,

I had a vedy good opinion of Frime NMinister Eden
wlth the axception of ons mEEXDXEIEEELIEnCOER
unfortunate decision concerning the invaslon of

Egypt.

During the Truman administration Amerdcan foraelgn
policy saemed to be much firmer toward the Soviet
Union.x¥octsxm than 1T 1s under the Elsenhower
adminietration.

Mikoyan 1s a top Soviet Communisgt. I do not lnow
anything much about him,

Prime Minister Nehru is not impartizl. He regards
everything from India's point of view. What is of
interest to India,and what is advantageous to his
nnuntrr,determinﬂa Hehru's line of forelgn policy.

I have & very low opinion of Generalissimo Chiang
Kai-ghelk both as a soldisr and as a statesman.

Perenc lagy deserited the country when the Communlats
were not yet in power. He i=fidetxht let his party
fall to pleces.

Roosevelt wag a pgreat ptatesman., Howaver,hle
European foreign policy was very unfortunate.

Chancellor Adenauver is a very olever statesman
and politician. It is a pity that he 15 BO
advanced in years.

Stalin waa the cruelest dictator that ever lived
in the world. He smbodied all the faulte and cruelties
of Communism.

Malenkov 18 very ambitious. He 18 a medlocre
politician,
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Frenco has created a dictatorship in Spain which
18 gradually weakening.,

Bavan ig one of the leaders of tha Eritish labor
party and therefore 1a a politieally algnificant
pearaom.

G the basis of his recent telavision appearance,
I think that Karushehev is a very unintelligent

person,politically very clumsy,& nd haf very
mediocre talent.

It must be admitted that from the Sovet point of
view Molotov is a2 very clever foreign minister.

Ollenheuer 1s some kind of a Communint leader in
Garmany .

Churchill is an outstanding statesman and 1t le
to be regretted that he had to retire because of

his age.
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AVIII. ATTITUDES TOWARD EXTLES AWND EXTLE
EXINENANITEEEY ACTIVITIES

A, The firet large of refugees to &oeave
were the 1nﬁ§gg¥anta of towms and cities

along the Austrian-Hungarian border. They,on

Nobember the dth,in panic and fear of Russian

measures,fled te Auetria in large groups of

tens of thousands.,

The second large groupf of refugees were people, un,
for political reas ;had to fear the return

of the Communists power. These included

nostly ex-~political prisoners,

The third group was the Freedom Fighters,buf
they left Hungary well after Novamber 4,when
they saw that further resistance was impossible.

A large group of people came out of

who took this opportunity to start life anew
ocutaide of Hungary. They either had the money
or influential friends abwoad who were able
to aspist them,and this made thelr declsiomn
to leave the country easier,

A group of young people came out who,
r esa of their perticipations in the
revolution,lef't the country becauss they
wanted adventure or to live under better
conditions than thope at home,

All social classes are equally represented
zmong the refugess. I think zbout 60% of the
refugees are under thirty. There are more
males than females,

The people who remalned at home were peasants
who refused to leave their mecagre pofsesnslions
there,elderly people,or others who,for family
reasons,were unable to leave.-

I have one friend who had an opportunity to
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comé with me,but refused to do so because his
brother had been arreated during the revolu-
tion by the Communiste,and he did not wish to
leave his elderly parents at home &lons.

Many people remained at home beocause they be-
lleved that the general strikes would bring
results,and,when it turmned out that they were
migtalen,it was imposslbleto get near
Austrian border.

If everyone had an opportunity to leave Hungexry,
I think very few peopla would remain.

B. I heard agbout the activitlies of Hungarian
exile organizations and exlle politiclane over
Kadio Frea Euwrope broadecsste., Essentlally,we
imew about these exile organizatione and exile
politicians only in that they existed and they
were protesting amgtx sgainst the Communist
rule In Hungary.,and 1t sas our Iimpression that
they were represanting our interests.

Since my arrival in the Unlted States I have
had no contact mtik whatever with any exile
organigation or pollitician.

I lmew who Bela Varga was at home. I also
heard that he 15 here,and is the chalrman
of the Hungarian liational Committee.

We have already dliscussed Fepenc Nagy.

I lmow that Tibor IZelchardt was a prominent
member of the Hungarian Small Holders party
before World VWar II. At the ocutbrealk of the
war he came bto America.

Charles Peyer wae a Soclal Democratlc leader
at home who was also politically actlive in the
United States. He dled during the revolution.

Milkklos EKallay was a very good Humgarisan priwe
minister during World War II., He is herea In
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the United States and has written his memofra.

X Barankovish
Zoltan Pfeiffer and Isvan Mom@es were oppositilon
leaders during the 1948 electlons at home. They
vere forced to lsave Hungary at that time.

Governer Horthy was a person who was very easily
influenced,

I do not Imow what the exile politicians were
able to accomplieh for Hungary since the de-
parture from home, I am not aware of the existing
poseibilitiea, I did not think much about these
exlles during the revolution. I only heard thru
radlio broadcants that Ferenc Nagy had attempted
to come to Hungary,but wasgs refused permission to
do so by the Austrian government.

C. I have nat psople in prison who had left Hun-
pary after the revolution in 1945,and returned
home when goneral amnesty was declared. They

weré arrested not for leaving Hungary illegally,
but on other charges, They xmyx very much regretted
having come back. Many of them came homa for

i reasons. Others,who had left Hungary for
adventures, became fod up and wanted to come home.

The Communists started thelr redefection campaign
because there was an acute labor ehortage in Hun-
ga.tw especially of okilled labor. I did not have

an opportunity to establish what the people in
ganeral thought about the campaign,and the persons
who peturnad. people who were forced to
leave Afberdinnidoiizpmolotonmunianores lbecause of thelr par-
overthoow cane back to Hunaargeftar 1045, ‘tielpastien in WorldWar
Host of them came from the States and I, commnist sctivities
South America. They brought money with them (i.s. 1918-1819)
stk which they invested at home. Their in-
vestments were lost thru the natlonalization
of industries. Everyone considered them mtwsipris
atupid for having returnad,
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D. I think thot the people in Hungary are very
mach interested in lmowlng how the exiles are
faring.and how they are settled in thelr new
hﬂﬂﬂlﬂn’dﬂt

I think that every exile should do his best ©o
adjust himpself to live in his new country.

I am not a member of any exile organization,nor
go I wigh to join any.

I Go not krnow anything about the actlvities of
the political parties in exile.

During the revolution I kmew about the revival
of the Hungarian political parties. To a certaln
extent this was premature. It ssrved to dis-
tract attention from more vital problems, How-
evdr,at leest it can be said that for four days
there was free political life in Hungary.

L don't think 1t would have been adviseble for
the politiciang to have returned home and partlci-
pated in the revival of the political partilss.
This would have given the Commumists ceause to

pay That the entire revolution had been ptaged

by immigranits and Western agents,

E. I do not wish to return to Hungary,not even
if Communisn is overthrowm. Maybe I will go
back for & viplt,but I want to settle here in
the U.S.

I will want my children to learn Hungarian
among other foreign languages here in the U.S.

I want then also to have A kmowledge of cultural
situation and the history of Hungary.
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XIX, AUDIENCE TO RADIO AND LEAFLETS

4. In Hungary I regularly listened to foreign
radio broadcasts,especially to Radio Free
Euwrope,to B,.B.C.,Voice of AMeoriecs,and gometimes
to Radio Paris. The rdceptlon was best for

the B,B.C. broadecasts. All stations were jJammed.
Brobably Radio Free Europe programs were Jammed
the moet. I listened only to the Hungarian
broadeasgts, sometimes to German broadecasts from
Austria and Qermany. I prefer the B.B.C., pro-
grams, I ususlly told my frilends what I had
heard. This was & generel toplc of conversation.
We always discussed what one had heard the

previous night.

I listendd to thess programs usually on my own
radic, ¥m in the company of frlends sometimes,
but mostly alone. I tock no special precautions
when I listened to the xm= radioc,but when I
turned 1t off I usually changed bto dlal %o
another etation.

It was not a ocriminal offense to llsten To the
radlo broadcests of foreign stations,but it was
to talk about them, This was considered lnciting
against the people's democracy. It waas not
advieable to be caught listening to such pro=-
grams,because it was easy for the Ayh To H
force & peracn to admit that he had told about
thece propgrams to othera.

This danger did not dester many people from
listening to forelgn radio broadcasts,but it
made them talte care and be more cautious.

Listening to foreign stations and talking about
f£rem forsign broadcasts was eepeclally severely
punished in 1951 to '53, After the first Imre
Nagy gowernment 1t was regarded less severely.

The foreign broadcasts were very useful bhe-
cause they served to tefrm inform the people
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2t home not only of events abroad,but very often
elso of events which toolk plece in Hungary.

preferred the B.5.C., programe because the
B.C. statlione were eadier to recelve on my
t and also because these pr g were more
ial end more conclee. I that all
radio stations were fairly accurate
and I wae able to determine thelr accursoy by
comparing them with each other.

These foreigzn broadcasts had a great effect

in Hungary,ospeclelly in the firaet years of .
the Commmist regime. Iater on one got accustomed
to them.I % don't think they had any speclal
role in the revolutlon.

In connection with Radio Fpae Europe broadoasis
one had a feeling that this program by was
being edited for Hungery by Hungarians. It was
more extensive than the other foreign broadoants.
The Free Europe progrema also included cultural
events and inf'ormed the public of the actiwltles
of the Hyngarian writers,artists,musiclans in
exile. IN this s thase gragrnms served to
counterbalance effects of the pro-Soviet
Hungarian culture one was getting at home.

There is some truth that Radlo Free Europe
promised help to the Freedom Fighterse, This
ig trus especially in the second half of the
revolution when the Radio Free Europe announced
"Hold out umtil November 7. By then the
presidentisl alections will be over and you
will get help from the U.5. government.®

This helped to extend the time of the second
stage of the revolutlion, Were it not for
thase promises,then the revoluttéon would
have been over socner with less bloodshed

and lese damages.

1
B
B
i
£

The prograns of Redio Fpee Europe are excellent
as exist today,but 1t iz not neczesary to
ingite the people at home against Communism.
hate the Communists enough and lknow very
well what Communiem is,perhaps much better than
the person does whols broadcasting to them.



L T

62-M
= TT/XIX

B. I think that I heard of the N.E.M. over
Radio Free Burope.

I did not hear about thas Tyelve Demands,only
the Sixteen Demands of the universlity studentes
during the revolution,

C. I saw Radio Pree BEurope leaflets on two
ocoagiona:once in 1955 and once in 1956.
They were brought to me by friends living
in the country. I do not remember what the
leaflets contained. They had newe about
America and about Hungary in general.
Even the Hungerian newspapers wrote about
the Free Euwrope leaflets mm when
protested agdinet Americans sending leaflets
into Hungary by balloon. I aleo heard about
heard about euch leaflets
from people who had seen balloons and¥
picleed up leaflets,

It was very dangerous to piek up Frec
Europe leaflets,to pass them on,or to keep
them or $allk about them. This was much more
dangerous than listening to forelpn radlo
broadeasts or to talk about such broadcasts.
I do not Imow of any changes in this respect
during the lagt ten years. Probably 1% was
the same as with radio broadcaste. At one
tite,eepecially from 1951 to '53,1t was
treated mora serlously than later.

The leaflets sent in to Hungary by balloons
were very interesting in as much as they
informed the people about life outslde of
Hungary. I do not know of any special role
that they played before or during the
revolution,

I think that Radio Free Europe should continua
to send leaflets in to Hungary. These leafleto
should contain news.about cultural developments
in the Western world,and it also Bhould gilve
the people at home hopa. But,this hope should
ba based on realities and not mere promises.
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It should not consist of maere promises which
are obvlously untrus,

D. The purposes of all organizations and Wesbern

groupe broadcast and sending leaflete in to
is to counterbalance Commmist propa-

and to show 1ts falsshoods. I do =kt not
know of any differences in the goals or motlves

of the wvarious organizations.
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XX, CHILD REARING AND DISCIFPLINE

A. The mogt important thingsto Zmm teach a child
is f'ear of and beRief in God,hocesty,and love of

fraedomn.

I disapprove of physical punishment,but regrettably
vnzgh:aw people Imow houw to disoipline children
wi ut £ 1t.

I think there should be no £t difference Imkrum
in the treatment of boys and girls from the
point of view of disclipline,

As mdm children grow older and grow mere mature
then a difference should be made in the treatment

of boys and girls.

To the best of my Imowledge,my mother never beat
me. My father died when I was eighteen montha old,
For a #f few years I had a step-father who,on one
occaeion, it me in the nose so that it bled. I
lmow that I resented it very much,but I am unable
to recall why he hit me,

I think that among my friends 1t was usually the
father who punished the children over pix years.
This did not depend on the sex md of the child nor
on 1ts age. I do not know of any differencees
according to the sooial c¢lasses., I do not lmow

of any changes in this respect durlng the lapt
ten years.

Both physical punighemntdimxgasmae and punishment in
general are abandoned for boys and girls usually
at the age when they begin to support themselves.
I do not know of any changes in this repsact
according to social elasses,

Due to the fact thal people were inclined to live
a closer family 1if&{there was much more mutual
understanding within the famlly I think that the
frequency of parental punighment declined during
Commuinism. I do not lmow of any changes in the
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ltind of punishment nor at the age at which 1t
was abandonad,

The Conmunists abolished corporal punishment in
schools, I do not imow what other technice they
used instead.

P The traits I value most in s friend are character
and rellability.

Many frilendships ceased under Communisem,aspecially

when one frlend jéined the Communilat party and
the othar did not.

T HE END




