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11 CHARACTER DESCRIPTION

This 1s a 100 pexrcent product of a real proletariat
family and has always lived the life of a hard working
class woman, ]

She is an interesting example of the Hungarien woxrking
class people who were nof begulled by the promises of
tha Party and who has 2 great deal of down-to-&arth
common sense, and intelligence inspite ¢f her having
had cﬂmpﬁ:fﬁivnlz littla schooling ( she only attended
the compuksory six years of grade school).

Her animosity toward the Horthy regime stems from the
fact that her father had been sacked and put on the
halacklist by the Manufagturasrs Assoc. for instlgating
strikes &t thmat time the plant wheee he worked

and therefore he was le to provide feor his family
adequately for a very lang time,

Subject is very honeai and outspoken, intelligent too,
and her attitudes toward certain economic and political
problems are very interesting. She did not Just repeat
cliches, but always thaowght first and argued out

by nerself the answer.

She is a self consious, pkoud, but very goad type of
the working class women ik Hungary, has no prajudices
and is extremely willing ind eager to learn about the
other side of tza pictura.s ©On the whole she 1ls a very
Interesting subject in av respact,
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1i. MAJOR SALIENCE AND WARM UP QUESTIONS

When asked what she theught were the most important
things that Americans should know about events in HUNQ&TY
during the fall of 1956, respondent said:

"I believe thet the Americans should not only know what

has happened in the autumn of 1956, but also they

ought to know why these events happened. I hava to

%n back a little bit dcouple of years in fact, because
think that it was the %ie Horthy regime that can be

blamed for the Communists ?;tting a foothold in

Hungary, because at that time the class differences

were far too great. Anyway, Communism used this as

& very - ..@good pretext, because the Communist leaders

knew very well what hurt the working classes mostM

"On the other hand, Communism did not give us what
it promised, and we very soon found out that xh it's
only a big lie. We had no rights whatsoever, bgt we had only=
duties toward the regime!

"I also would like to point ocut that not only the
unhappiness and disillusionment has started the revolution
in Hungary, but alse our utter confidence, in the
United States for which we were hoping;to receve
help which would hava been necessary for a victory
in the rsvolution.
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SLILIVOES, AND EAFECTALAONS OURANG THE REVO

A."nn the 23rd after 4 o'clock, I had finished my work

and started to go home. At that time we didn't know a

thing of what was going Yo happen, but somehow the

air was fllled with tension, I saw at the blg central boulevard
of the city that people were streaming toward & certain point.
I thought that thers was an accldent and went to see.

On my way fokm the Baross squazme to the Natlonal theatre

the streetcaTs and buses were stopped and stood fon the side
of the street. I saw man¥ young people marching

along with the arian flag. Only the red, white,

and green flag with the Russlan emblems cut out.

I also have heard tlhe differont slogans these yuunﬂu

people were shouting, among others "The Russlans should

go out," "The Hungarlan Army should rewelve Hungarian
uniforms, "We want a change in the government," and

"The Russlan language should be abolished at the schools

as & compulsory subject.!

"The students were marching and shouting to everyone, 'Come
and join us,' Very many of the paople coming from
work including myself joined the demonstrations, too."

‘It is very difficult to say what I felt at that time,
Because somehew uncannily I felt that something
extraordinery was happening. Iixw The most besattiful that
thing in the whole demonstrations wab that we started=
to sing our Hungarian national anthem, and also

to see thek old Hungarian flaﬁ £ly high again.

I have also seen that at the Wational Theatre mzm our
most famous actress Clara Tolnay and onemf the

xtoxrs called Sinkovics led the gzoup ‘ga:‘g:mrm of
actressds and actors of the Matlonal Theater toward
the Bem statue wherd'®people were marching then."

"Hnwavar. when I saw that people were stirging toward the
rliament bullding I went wlth that part of the crowd,
he whole square before the Parlliament was crowded with

people, I have never seen so many pesople together

and we all were demandlng loudly that Imre Naoy and

Peter Veres should come and tallt to the people."

0ur demands were plainly stated by the dlfferent
polnts the students had set up. We others just joined
in demanding the very same things.

"In the meanwhile, the crowd grew and grew. We have

seen people who came in big groups, I have seen very

young boys, children, men women, girls~ they all

joined spontaneously. It was getting dark by then, and the
red star on the top of the Hungarian parliament was
blazing, The crowd lmmediately started to shout,

"Put out that li%ht and save the slectriclty." After

three quarters of an hour finally the lights of the

gtar were put out., I remeber I heard the church
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1ILur.kily I could catch a trolley bus and went home.

The line of this trolley passee the Stalin statue

at the Municipal Paxk, and we just saw when it

was pulled down by the crowd. The trolley conducter
turned around to the ticket collector who was a

women and told her, "Well, my cdear comrade, you'd better
take off the red star from your uniform because I

am going to do so." Everybody was very elated and

happy at tht time, myself included./

"Next morning I got up to go to work, but when listening
to the radio for the time signsl, I suddenly heard that
gverybody has to remailn at home and then the
radio discontinued the emission, We only heard the
rattling of maching guns and cannons. course no
streetcars we=e running and so I couldn't §o to work.'

"I do not think that at that time anybody would have
accepted a compromise} for the students and the workers
asked for precisely what we wanted, whichweidd-have
meant and which would have meant the end of te
Communist ime in Hungary, At that time we werekonvinced
that since whole demonstratlons were so spontanabus
and showed so very clearly the will of the people, we
shall prevail, Hiquhnfﬂza the revolution, in fact
a couple of months before_the reveiutiens demonstratlons
started, the Hungarian press wés becoming more and
more outspoken, so we were hoping for a change."

"In fact it was quite amazing to read and to hear how the Hun-
garian press suddenly turned against Rekosi snd hid

policles; and dared to criticize openly the regime.

i remember one article especially in Szabad Nep which

was @ strong criticism of the ragiume and demanded a

change. After all we didn't ask for anything more than the
vary same thingﬂ our famous Petofi asked for in 1848

when fighting for Hungary's fresdom,”

i
As to the demonstrators, they consisted of all social

classes. There was complete unity and understanding.

1 have seen people of all age groups and of all social
classes; I have even seen many officers and soldiers
of kx the Hungerian army who took off their Russian
insignia. I have seen many students, workers,
policemen and 1 have even seen AVH men marching in

the crowd."

" The demonstrations were of course—as we were informed —

organized by the students, but the growd ard the mass
of people that marched on the streets of Budapest in
thee days were jofning the crowds spontaneously.’

|
B. As to how the demonsirations turned into fighting
I hawe ﬂnli heard from two young men who were there
at the Radio Building. These boys worksd at the same place

where I did, They tdld me the folloviing: Betwean 6 and
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7 on the 23zd in the evening a group of young students
went to the Radio Bullding so as to red over the radio

and to breadcast T the country/ their demands. They

were not let in. One of the young boys stepped forward
and read out thelr demands to the crowd. He wasn't even
able to finish it because an AVH man from the opposite
house shot him down. He died there in front of everyone.

"Those two bo s who told me about what has happened at
the Radle Bullding, told me that the AVH must have
been awfully well equippasd with arms and well organized,
because uitzin a couple of minutes the skirmishing
and shooting started, XM¥M<¢ They have seen many dead
and also a fourteen year old young girl who was
killed. Later on her hndg was taken to the Parliament and
;he crowd shotted, "Look here murderers what you have
one,"

' Therefore I believe that the peaceful dememonstrations
musghhaua turned into a bloody revolution when the AVH
stared thelr weapons againsit the defenseless crowd.’

"As far as I remember the revolutionary slogans started
4 during the first days of the demeaszstxatiam revolution.”

"It is very difficult to say who did not fight, because
have seen ee many young and old persons, both women and

men who fought., The spiritual lsaders of the revolution wers
of course the university students, twse who fought were
mostly the young people, Not only thazzxwhexfaughi
weraxm intellectuals, but the young workers and
worker apprentices. I have also seen soldiers and
policemen who went ovar and jolned the pevolutionary
forces. Thae fighters were organized. They had & central
headquarters at the Killian barracks. Here,
Col, Maleter was the military commander who tcok over.
This man was a legendary hero and his aides wers
to be foung all over the city, organizing the young
freedom fighters. Of course thers were also local groups.
We told that at every public school building in
every district there was & kind of smaller headquarters
where they were equipped with arms and insignia.
I have seen the Freedom Fighters being transfered
from one place to another by the trucks of the army or
the police force."

"Between October 25th and November 3rd I went back to
work at the garage which was situated et on the
Tisza Kalman Ter, but there wasn't varv much work
to be done thers, The fighting and sniping went on and it
was quita dangerous €o go near that place.”

C.' When the Russian army had begun its retreat, we

were completely convinced that the y would lesve Hungary for
good. Also because we saw that they had left Austria also
after the peace treaty was signed.’
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" We never wanted to have a Gomulka-like government,
and wanted to lare 2 free Hungery under the Prime~

. Ministex=ship of Imre Nagy, I first heard that the

Soviet withdrawal had been halted, in fact that the

Russians had :-utm-nad}nn November 4th, when the
Rrugsian tanks rumbled through the streets of

Budapest again, From the time of the Red Armg's
return to the time of my escape, 1 went to pick up

my salary at the garage, but we were out on strike

and we did not work., Our main activities consisted

of hoarding food, and buying up whatever we could with
the money we recelved at our working places."”

i . i[:ite honestlyladmit that at the time when witan-
Prime Minister Nagy tTook over, and the time when he
waw still head our government, I had not the
slightesté idea of leav Hungnr¥. because I somehow

| felt that after ten long years of oppression, now
finally everything wduld be all right and we would be
free, But when I saw tlst Nagy was ousted and I saw
the pressure and terror which again was enforced by
the new government, I thought that there is no more
hope- that the country would be free again, and I
t ht it would be better if I scrammed. {ine of
my sisters and my grandmother are hsre in The US,
My grandmother came to Americal forty-six years ago
and my sister followed her about twenty years ago,
so I thought that I would have someone here, Also
the different messages coming from the refugees who
have successfully escaped, gave me more courage, SO
I started s planning my escape from Hungary.''

D. When asked whether she thought on the whole
Huggar? gainad, because of the revolution, respondent
sald:

"Even though the Hungarian regvolution was gquellad

by the Russlan might, Hungary in the eyes of the free
world and of all the free nations, has gained a moral
victory, "




I

ﬁ."I never expacted any armed Lelp from the West because
every fool could know that this would mean a

second world war, which I didn't want., But we were

all convince that the UN would give us an effective
moral assistance.”

B.'"The basis of our expectations were formed bascause
we thought that the UN was that kind of an organizatlon
which would have had a great deal to say in instances
like ours. We xthajghx thought that the United Nations
would have sufficient authority to restore order in
East Central Europe. Ve were hoping that the Unlted
Nations could enforce the sanctions, and that

we would have free slectlions under intermational
control, which would have so@tved the whole problem/

As to where we got this jidea, I can only tell you

the Hungardians did not eat but thﬂinhad a radio ArTnen,
and everybody in Hungary wes listening to

ths Western radlo broadcasts. These were our spiritual
foodd, On these broadcasts we hsaxd many things which
waré tried to be kept in secret in Hungary and which
were never puhxizhed publicized”

Respendent did not come in contact with any foreigh exrs
bwx between the time-of-thrvemewpduédon and the time
of her escape. St A3 A
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Ve SCIAL CIASS STRUCTURZ AND ATTIIUDES

A, On her own family background, the respondent gave
the following information:

"ours was the life of a typical working class family,

By profession, my father was & tool-and.dye maker

and worked at the Csepel Waiss Manfred{ factory.

At that time I was on y elbht years old, but my fathey

toldVhappened there, The workars went_out on strike

and my father who was a member of the Bocial Democratic
artI was the organizer of the strike. Chardds Peyer

the leader of the Social Democrats came out to the
plant and talked to the workers, and promised that their
demands would be fulfilled and theiQould take up

work again, They did, However, the promises were nevexr
kept, So the workers went out again on a second

strike under the laadarahig on my father who wagnid

TREERS Wat"2°0ed R PsYeg Behavior snd, thet, S
second strike, my father was dismissed and not nnlI

that, bmt he was puton the blacklist by the Hungarian

Manufacturers Assoc. And as a4 result, despite the

fact that hex had heen a fairly good tool-.and-dye

maker, he was never again able to get a fob wi

his special qualifications, For ten years in fact,

he was unable to get a decent job and was wurking

at all kinds of odd Jobs, whercever ha could rece ve

loyment, Our family of three gisters lived in dire

cmp
gnv tY: So much so t we were put in State asylums
or poor children which was run by the Sate,n

‘My mother worked as a cleaning woman, and as I sald,
my father got all kind of odd Jobs, especially in the
summer, with building contractors= in the winter
he was shovelling snow, stc. We had our grandmother
in the US, and whenever she could she sent us some
ackages, This dire poverty of my parent s was
rought about that I only could finish six grades of
school. Finally in 1937, my father receivep a job at
the arms factory and daue  to nis extreme abllities
he was made a teacher of the young aprentices., At
that time he had a very geod salary. I cannot remembar
however, how much he made, Later on when I grew
up he also managed to gst me a job there.s

IIHThe education of mytﬁarantu was only six grades of
school for both of them. My fathere then had a
gecial training in technology for tool-and-dye
making."

B. When asked about the social classes in Hungary,
respondent sald: -

"“Within a Communist reglme, and according to the Communist

doctrine, there should not be @ny social classs and

differances within the whols soc @ty. However, theclasses

ars somehow divided according to the position the different
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. people hold within the rsgims, and according to the
Communist doctrine, thetrfare three different classes,
the peasantry, the workers and the intellectuals,
This classification in itself is not bad, if interpreted
rightly., Hecause we always nsed a class that is praducing,

: another that is manufacturing and making the products
:g:ﬂftgzlly the third class, the intall&ugﬁals who are '
c Qe

"To my mind there are two sort of intellectuals now

in Hungary, the so-called old intellectual class who

were badly needed by the communist regime because they

were the only ones who were quslifiad for certain jobs.

These pangéa had to work for varg low salaries and had o0

to give the best of their knowledgei=R® salaries. Otherwise, ! M9 Lo/
they would have starved, The "new" intellectuals as

I call them consist€ only of people who belong to th

FartI and were exercising the power of the PartI. These
people were mostly young. They indulged in politics,
but did not work- at least very littls, but received
nigh salaries,”

Haq!:ﬂigg contacts respondaht had with different groups,
said:

“1 had contacts mostly with peopls belonging to the
Yiaaant class, because many of the peasants were

ured by the Communists into the citias to get
work there. To mifmind. the Hungarian peasantry
aeclimatized itself gquite well to {Th communist ragime
in a certaln way, because ths Hungzr%an @asanty

kept mum, didn't speak very much, but sa taged as mmuch
as they could, The working class on the other hand,
grumbled openly against tho regime, Tha peasants aa
a rule in the point of visw of 2 natlon remained good=
Hungarians always, and stuck to their principles.

I am judging now from the different sentences whiczh
were wldely publicized by the Hungarian communist pPress
and onme could see that the gax Ereatast numbexr
of sentences were passed on the Rulaks,"

"As to the intellectual class, I had very little in

common with and no contacts whatscever. Also

. I felt somehow Lhat ese people still had a great deal

of pride and prejudic® against the wa:kininclasn, and

they were showing khak their snobishness s way for
quite some time, and it was alweys the intellectuals

who kept to themselves, Howsver,'™pdint of view they | ome
were extremely valuable; They had the knowledge and
intelligence that the other cless did not have,

The Hungarian working class was the one which always,
e even if quietly, grumbled against the regime. Wa were

always looking for the help ng hand who would give us

a decent living for our decently displayed work,

This was the reason why the working exthexixana

mEX classg fell into the traocs of communism

first alh hand. They always promised us something,

but they never kept their word. We ware always kept
down and smamaxx under. =ven tniar *ha Commiind et wamilme
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and we couldn't do a thing about it, for if we didn't
work, we wouldn't hav%;gnuugh to eat,’

2 To my mind it was the work class which was hardést
hit during the communist regime, because we worked for
very Iu'i: wages and also were unable to get ahead in

. our work,

C. When asked how an indivédual might advance himself
in cnmun%gary. and about the role of talant,
Eoliti::al nd class origin, respondent sald:

I belleve that in all falrnesc you had to have a
little of all threem ingredlemts, however, the
most important was political views, then came origin,
talert was last,)” |

There were some changes to be cbserved however in th
attitude of the governmert raiﬁrding this, for

in the last two years, they finallv found out that
talent and specific knowledge was very important,

and 80 they have,what they call,rehabllitated many of
thatt‘ﬁlrmer intellectuals, and put them into prominent
posts.

" The kind of individual who woauld get alun«i best
in communist Hungary must bs a person who ls never com-
pletely sincere and does not say what he thinks. You
work with your mouth closely shut, and you canno% show
any disapproval against the reglme.”

It "
Tére are of course always groups which get more out
of soclety than they dserve and these are what wex
call always °rrearimisis, wio are shouting loudly
and speak about their achievaments and Jho are in
fact pulit.l.%al turficoats. Some of thmﬁ,}ﬁhﬂ' ad mostly
to fear from the communists, For instance formes
RRROW . CeosS /i i wnzs ) Party members,
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VI. EAMILY LIFE UNDER COMMUNISH

A. "The spiritual life of my own family has completely
gone to dogs duri:guthe Coamunist regime. That's
all I can say. My father becams a comounist party member,
he was one of thkose idealists who, after wiat had beea
afflicted on him under that the Hoxthy regime thnuﬁht
that now this new kind of political guva:nman{ woul
h:ini him only good, and he will benefit from it,

Myself wises have been a d t 3ocial Democrat and
member of that party tno.iuu soon a strong conflict | THVS
broke out. I never trusted the communist party and
when the Social Democratic Part was forceably merged
with the communist party, I quit the party,

Several times I was summonsd to th Enrty headquarters
and they tried to influence me but I stood fast, 1
was "punished” by not even being admitted to hix the
new Working Class Ehr:ﬁ as they liked to call
themselves, Because they found that I have the
behavior of a''class alien”which of course must sound
very ridiculous to you since you know that I am a
working class woman, I just wanted to tell this

to illustrate tat we Izl great controversiss raging
within our family. Later on myu father lost his

falth in the Communist party and the way the communist
doctrine was implemented in Hungary and he was 2 very
disillusioned and broken man. The ideal he had built
up crumbled in front of his eyes, and he very often
used to say to me:

"This is everything else buts communism, "

When toldl about the three kinds of families that lived
in Hunisry and when asked which ?ﬁr family belonged to,
she said: "I believe the foreao @ gave you a good
illustration about our family life. I grew up before
the communist doctrine took over in Hungary and I will
never be effected so profoundly by it. As to tha average
families in Hungary, I believe thst the sacond type,

the kind of fam which grows cleoser together under

the communist reg is most typical for all Hungarlen
families, except where chlldren at school wers too
strongly indoctrinated by the communist ideology.

And here in these cases, there is a split between

family and the sshanl life, This unfurtunatatzﬁ
happenad mostlyg)the working class familles,
Wﬁi:hgm because the workers being so busy

day and night edusatedxihoirxzhiiezemtexinsiunmse i as

had v little time to educate their children and
to 1n$fgannn them against what they have heard at school.

On the wheole, I bsliesve that our family balnnigd to

the third type of family that was not m influenced by
the communist regime in a way, because Rwiy we were
all grown up when the communists took over in Hungary,
and our parents lived bheir own life and we did ours, |

"T'm am ve sure about thax the fact tlt the pesants
and also :Ka intellectuals were mors closely united
in their family life during the communist regime and
a@s I sald it was mostly the families of the workers
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who suffered. These children mostly joined the

Ploneer movement. Thaz were indoctrinated with the
@tc. I cannot give any opinion

so~called free 1:;2

on how fdrun were brought up or sducated

in the last ten years because myself and all
my sisters were grown up when the communists took over
in Hungary. However, I could gsee for myself that there
were many famillies who were sble to hold ug%n the old
ways, and 1t was quite interest how you éould dis-
tinguish between the people and ways of living of
those who lived iIn the Buda district of Budapest., These
people as I saw them remained typical bourgeoisis
people who kept to their tradition, who educated their
children well and they still preserved the old ways.,
but always remained good Hungarians at the sams tImg.”

"I think that the surroundings must havse a very great
effect on young persons growing up. After all the
Buda side of the city was full of traditions and
the tradition of our thousand year old history. And
this must have created a certaln kind of an atmosphere.
There was ﬂiﬁin angfgpr and quite different sort of
atmosphere theWity which wes populated mostly
by the Jews, The outskirts of Budapest then were
districts of the working claes and the
districts where the factorjes were mﬁifizgigﬁﬁﬁﬂgir—
The intellectuals also mostIy/lived on e
which was more or less the resldential district, and
E:::lbly it must have been a much nicer district
use the communist big shots were all living ln the
hills of Buda.”

B. Haagandant gave the following information on how
communism affected marrlage courtship and sex pattern.
“The coomunist way of living had a g:eat gffect on marriage
courtship, and sex patterns also, Since wages ware
extremely low, husband and wife had to go to work so

as to make ends meet, Now take for instance a young
married couple. Even if they don't have any children.
Both parties come home dead tired in the sven y an
instead of being able to lszad 2 normal married life,

of course either the husband or the woman is much too
tired and of TolU¥se ithen, quarrels start. 1 mean

they are even unable to find sexwal satisfaction in
thelr married life due to being so terribly worn out.
Then the second reason why so many marriages in Hungary
went on the rmocks was that & =¥ since the women
also had to work, at their jobs, both sexes were in
constant touch with their opposite sex. Also thayx

lots of frlendships :Erung up wiich did not remain

on %e ideal level. many divorces can be recorded
during the communist regim&. Cr even if they did not
divorce many marriages broke up., If there were a

couple of kida around then this wss a tragedy.

Not only were the parents unable to look after the
children, but the children completely drew apart

from their parents. After all they were taught to think
according to party lines at school, and the world

at home was quite different from that which they were
taught at school. This frustrated and split spirituzl lifs
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¢ould mostly be seen among the teenagers: 13, 14,
15 years ¢ld."”

Courtship as such,as we had it in the old times

simply did not exist because I somehow felt that love |
didn't exist anymore among thnnii¥nung people. It was |
either work or sex. Our whole life had to be centered |
around work, Newspapers, movies, books, eve |
was writ speaking and telling us about work, work

work, and beautiful that is.,”

believe because-so many young kids went together on
those co-educational camps. I do not believe that
these marriages under the communist regime lasted
more than one or two years, bscause there were &o
many divorces, WS90 %the extreme shortage of apartments
was mEskiyxdmuxia also a causs of so many divorcas,
and quarrels within a family, Young couples had to
live tggether with thelr imlawe in the same apartment
or in the same room, So there shey had no possibility
of leading an intimate family life.”

'The sexual morality somehow was interpreted in two
different ways within the communit party. Within the
party at least they preached strict morals. On the
other hand they encouraged the young people to livae
loosely and without any morals,”

Frostitution was prohibited in Hungary officially
because the communists said that it was degrading for

a woman to sell her hldg for money and she must be given
an opportunity to work decently, So these TRRTS went

out Into public 1life, They beceme cab drivers, bus condwctors,

policewomen etc, And on the sicdeline, blissfully

continued with their previous trade. The rate of

syphillis has increased tremendously of course. XX Becauss,

de after all at the time when thsy had prostitution

thase women were kept under constant medical control,Buy vor wuw/
In the last two Iaara. the regime was compé&led to

condider earnestly whether it woulxdn't be better

to reinstate prostitution. "

il
The number of chlldren increased steadily becauss % all
of birth control devices and abortions
re strictly prohibited, zmdxumisssxyasmxgatxanxaffixiak
:ﬂﬁ the last two years it was allowed sthst if you
got an official approval, youoesressET%ed to have
an abortion. XRisxmnutxhkag The application had
to be sustalned byhipur soclal welfare situation, whether
you had too many children alresdy, your Income being
inadequate of the support of them etc. These new
regulations were issued by the regime, however, only
because they have fund out that they did not have
enoubh schools, nurseries and hospltals to look
adequately after the constantly and extremely fast
growing population, and not because they had such axx
compassion for the welfare of the people,"
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@n the sexual morality of the fonvinced communist, i
#% respondent could tell the following: n

“1 have talked with a cnmmtﬂiat party member once on
this topic and he told mei'that marriuge is necessary
in order only to keep up the growth of the

nation and it really is not pecessary that one
should run to church for this purpese. He also said
that sexual life is only neede' “or the your health,
for after "unburdehénl yUleself he has a clear head
for the work in the fa . According to him, you
can always get sexual satisfaction wlthout involving
lova in it. That 1is how it shuld be." I think that
this ghra s you a good picture of how the communists
thought about sexual morality,.d@

C. On what can hapggn to friendship during the ,
Communist reglme, I can give znu a very good example

of my own Life, In 1945 at the time when everybody !
was primarilly a good Hungarian I had a very good |
friend, This girl, despite the fact that wasn't |
even a member of the working class bacame all of |
the sudden an all and out communist. She broke with |
God, her family, and everything for which she stood

before. But I tist she mostly did it for

material gains, Anywn{ I really couldn't contlnue a

friendship like that with her and I broke off with

her, I sincaralx believe that & frisndship cannot be

continued without keeping politics cut of it."

i
D. "ON Jjuvenile delinquenéy I really cannot glve
you more information because the Hungarian communist l
press never talked about 1t. Crime on the whole was i
not & topicyxamd,the press, because the commundsts
wanted to show that everything is pexfect and everything
is going smoothly within the communist regime.!

‘As far as I could udge it for myself, I do not think

that crimes, juvenile delinquency etc, has increased

more during the communist regime, What I could experiance
was and at which I was appalled was that the Kqung pesople
were dlsrespectful towards their elders and the teachers,
even though it was better back home than here, from

the way I have seen chlldren behave.

"Due to coeducation in schools, 1 somehow felt that
the respect especially towards the women has been ki¥led/
in children.”

Ine § Jampece" is a harmless sort of a teenager who

wanted to ape the American wgys of living, t

Americans dances, clothes; they were usuarithF25s&d e
in clothes that t.ha?" recaived packages/and SF?“ Ayrast
tried to ape everything that came from the west.

The Hungarian youth was longlng for anything that

came from the western hemlisphere and tried to

imitate it in small little things,”
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VII. RELIGION

[
A. Hallginn always pll{ud a2 great part in Hungarian
life, could say that there were three different sections
g0 to say, The Catholics were closest to God, the
Protestants were the most ﬂtrﬂngﬁl Hungarian and kkm
and tried to give an gutlet to 5, and third, the
Jewish people saw business even in religion, I wish
to tell you here that all my opinions tIam
giving on the Jews and the Jewldh people is very
much unbiased. The morgso because I myself of am
Jewish origin, My grandmother for instance 1is a
Jewess., Nevertheless, I always try to be extremely
fair in panningejudgamnnt on these people. To my
knowledge and belief it was the Roman Catholie religion
which was hardést hit, because itxmmsxihExgrsaimsixx
the followers of thls religion were the greatest in number,
Also because I think tist we Cathollcs consider God and
our country to be the two most important things in
our life. The Frotestant clercy on the other hand
despite the fact that they always emphasized being
good Hungarians compromised with the regime more
than the Roman Catholic chuxch did. Caxdinal
Mindszenty was & thorn in their eyes,- that'in the
eyes of Communist regime—and r_y couldn't defend

salves effectively against hésl/power and they /=

resorted to the only weapon which tRa
and that was to lock him up/)

B, As to what part religion glnyn in my own life
I must confess that though I ha began educated in a
religious spiri 3

blliﬂf! somehow got m P JECAUEE us
understand why our good Loxrd has left a nation like
mmm&m ours,which was fighting
for its rights,in a ditch. I sincerdly belleve that
religlon is a bulwark ggainst communism, because
cummu?iim and religlon esocmehow don't go together,
And 1f you remain an honest person these two things
somehow do cause a conflict.”

CAx DAL €
y could use

=L

""what I have seen om the whole that all of a suddan

under the Communist regime many more men atteaded church
than before, The churches wera aleways crowdea,’

" Qur religion somehow gave us a moral strength in those

twelve years and I th that khis is why people
stuck so much to thelr religion.”

' The churches within a soclety should always

cooperate with the state, and should be of equal raak.
Because, to my mind, religlon gives you moral stability
wheresas the state ought to give you financial security,
in the field of education the role of churches

cannot be emphasized enough, The churches must direct
education ¢n the moral field.

I also belleve that the churches should exercise a certaln
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criticism regarding movies. plays, books, etc,
flegarding whether or not churches should taks an

active political part in an independent Hungary
I believe that the communist :igfga somehow forced the

political role on the churches, and they mabxyxx wanted

to use this as avery good text agaln st them,

The churches therefore s d nemer take an active
political part in an independent Hunﬂﬂr « I thimk
that the attitude of the different c ches iIn America
is quite a good example,”

D. The Jewish minority, "as far as I know, the Jewish
religion has been far less hurt Communism than
any other religion in Hungary. were much freer
to exercise their religion. Also Jews were not
parsecuted W& much by the regime for the fact that
11l the top communist leaders were Jews themselves.
However, on the whole they were not Liked in Hungary,
and this due to their behavior after 1945 whan the
Jews returned from deportation and advocated the
policy of hatred in everything. I thurnu?hly dis-
approve of this behavior, because after all the
Hungarian nation on the whole had nothing to do

with Naziem and it was not the Hungarians who
deported the Jews.'

When the Russians came in and ths Communists took
over, the Jews in Hungary,-and this I admit ons
can understand; were i:ateful for their liberation,
and they were quick taking good opportunity of
their special situation, So all top jobis and key
positions were soon filled with Jews, Everywhere

thﬂz were the bosses, As far as I could judge, 80 per-
cen id the

of the economic leaders and people who he
best jobis were Javs, daxfixxfaxxthnxsaxzatipsdy
Muszekyxz Also for instancs 70 percent of the
so=called Maszek, small industrizl enterprisaes
were also in Jawlﬁh hands "

Thel disliked doing manual work on the whole and
this I can illustrate by an example, At the time when
my fatherm was instructor for the industrial
apprentlces he had eighty boys under him for
three solid years and there was nn%gﬂnne Jew
among them., Also for instance at garage where
1 worked for and the whole office= I worked
there for four years -~ Of 508 employees I have
only seen one Jewish garage hand, ”

The Jews were certainly afraid when the revolution
started and of its consequences, and this due to

the fact that the Jewish people could not appreclate
our revolution was not basad on any racial prejudice
but we wanted to have a free Hungary, —the
Jews figured thst Hitlerism was coming to Hungary
again, This however, is compltely false~

nobody wanted it and this was orly put out by the
communist propaganda, Of course all the Jowe holding
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top Jobs were afraid of losing them, and they were
unable to see the Boliness of our cause, ALl I
canl'is that I have not seen a single Jew among the
demonstrators or during the fight 9. In our plant

the Jews displayed a very cautious behavior and

zhal never commited themselves, neither pro nor con
urin

g the revelution., Had ravolution succeeded,
I'‘m sure that strictlioffwe would have
wanted to put on the Jews t only well

§u111£15d people should take over the job¥s that were
1lled now with unqualified Jews,
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VILILI. THE HUNGARIAN YOUTH

A. "When I speak of the Hungarian youth I am

thinking mostly of the young physical workers

and ppprentices of the wu:king class, but I also

must include ﬂ:apla between twentt and twenty-~five,
These people have a formed character aleweady and they
are mature individuals and cannot be diverted fron their
alms., The Hungarian youth on the whole is the gr:atest
asset of the nation,r

B.'Also the Hungarian youth plazed the greatest and
most important part in the revolution, This 1s

also proved by the fact that the megime that

returns now to Hungary again is all and out a%zlnst
these young people. Hundreds and thousands o ]
them are being arrested and deported as we hear now.”

'why the Hungarian youth acted &s they did during

the revolutlion: this is a problem c¢h makes

sven well qualified pedagogues think, because after A"
the young Hungarian Eaupla were indoctrinated tu full
capacity and were also always pampered by the regime,
However, an ldea occurad to me- maybe at the different
youth congresses they weee allowed attend=- T'm
thinking now of the VIT which means world youth meating=
they had ampls opportunity to see how the youngstecs

of other countrles are living, and despite everthing
and every communist indoctrinatlon, primarilly, -
the Hungarian youth remained Hungﬂiian first of all.

It must have besen also extremely humiliating to

hear that everything that ic Russian is on top,

is the best, and the Russians somehow looked down

on all the other natlons. The Hungarian youth was hurt
in its national pride and maybe this was one of the ,
gasu causes why they took a stand against communism, "

" In my view it was the youth who took the lead,

because they had still more hopes in the future,

The older generation lost all ‘:R: they had & "o

a change, Also I think we can nk the teachirs of
the old regime who kept alive the Petofl ,oirit
among the ynuggar generatlion. As a proof of this

I have heard that now aa:in many of the old feachers
are being arrested for having cxercised unduz and bad
influence on the young people.’

"The older people admirad the youngsters during the w

revolution and megendine the young peopleBs feeling
toward the elder was that thig wag Ehepf ht of the
youngsters and they did not expect any halp, only
compassion from the older genascation, and this they

got full share."

C. Due to my age, I cannot glve you an ldea about the
schools and sducatlon system in Hungary during the last

ten years, I had however, a little god-sen who was
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in the third grade and I could see that they were
fully indoctrinated with anti-American hatred and
alraaigeat the lower grade schools. I have also seen
that y have done away with God, that the Soviet Union
is always pralsed to heaven, 1 have heard from several
aquaintances that many of the old school teachers

were being held in their old jobs because tha¥ did not
have tralned personnel, The old generation o

course was much better qualified and trained for za=
teachéng. That's about all 1 can say on this topic."

D. The working class youth has reacted differently

to communist indoctrination, In the very beginning —
in the first two to three years, tha some of the

Enuni people were qulte sympathetic towards communism,
ut later on Wa—rsgizw, due to what was happenén

in Hungary and how the living standards went down only,
contraty to promises| they have lost falth in communist

promises., Despite the terribly low living standard

wa were always t that we never had it so good.

But in rﬂalit; gl ould buy food or we could
huky buy clothing, 'ﬁiugi%ﬁzﬂg didn't have

e h
e THE WCGins




Because our major dissatisfaction in communist Hunga
were the terribly low wages and the political oppression,
we usepto say that Hungary was the capital of Russla.
Furthermore we were terribly annoyed by the wasy that
our cultural aspirations we arded. We always /aD
to idolize and approve everything that came from Russla
and nothing that came from widthin our own country.”

i
B, Apart from the political things, there were
gseveral smaller things that annoyed us greatly,
for instance we hated the so called'on the spur of
the moment'political meetings. These took place
befora working hours or after working hours and
usually they were held on an article or a speech
that came out in the dalsly press, These meetings
consisted of nothing other than the old story about
communism, the communist doctrine and how good we hm
have it. Then also we hated to attend the different
meetings of the free Democratic Women's assoc., etc.
And last but not least we were also very much annoyed
by being obliged to slgn peace loans,!
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X. THE CCONOMICE LIFE

A. In the last few years in Hungary, despite the fact
tlat my father had a very good job, we were again at ths
bottom rock financially, so that my oid mother who was
very old and frail had to go out to work again,
She is cleaning woman in a hospital even now. '

"II'-1-7'".=l"|:5_,“;.".'-|r

was extremely expensive even if it was

always avallable, And the same stands for clothing,

As I sald before either you were able to afford ample

food or you =R had to spend the money on clothing,

There wasn't enough for both items. Maybe you would

be interested in nhearing the prices of different

food and clothing items. I wish to sa¥ that I xmerivc A owgy
f three forints and ten filler,/@nd thisy sprn Houp

was quite a good wage for a driver., Compared to this

wage, two quarts of milk were three forints 60

two lbs, of bread three forints, two ilbs, cnuﬁing

fat thirty forints and two %lbs of flour between

4.60 and 7 according to quality. One pair of ladies

shoes were two hundred to three hendred forints and

ne Pai: of men's shoes four hundred to six hundred.

EE:n 8 winter coat was 2000 forintsxy, and anyone

doesn't belisve me is welcome to go to Hungary and
see for himself,.!

Mhe only inexpensive thing in Humgxy Wi5®the streetcar
tickets. We pald fifty fillers, and for a imamdZax
transfer 70, But this also was of course onl

because they wanted us to get easily and uiczlv to

our working places, not because they loved the

workers so much., I remember something else that I
would llke to tell yvou, We pald about three forints

90, about one hours wages for twenty-flve clgarettes,
and eighty to 140 fgginta for a palr of nylons.

The eighty forintf wes/Hungarian made andw v~ weae
extroemely bad quality and the 140 forint nylons

were the ones tha' were amugglad: into Hungmy or which
came in the packages from abroad. As to the housing
there was an extreme shortage in howsing. | Even though | Aran-+ o
$#% building was going on at top speed. But the new
apartments were mostly alloted to party maembers

and a gredt deal of favoritism was going on in that
line. Also many apartments were reserved for the Korean
and the Geeek and especially for the Russian families. .
These were dependents of Russlans stationed in Hungary.

.F--'Ts

I would have considered it the greatest luxury had I
earned enough to live well while in Hunmary.x And
another thing that I would have loved dearly when k=

back in Hungary was to see television just once. Thank
God and Presidsnt Elsenhower this E%IEfEI have achiesved

now, TG E

' Regarding which of the three above, food, clothing or
housing caused the greatest difficulty, 1 ean only say
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that we had cvr own, epartment so this was no problem,
But €or our fanl etiZag enough food was always
a8 great problu, had™ money and there

were No goods ivailable or if there/goods available V ive 4 =

we did not have the money,

mental food and culture, All this was anted., After

all you can f1l| Kuur stomach with bread if you don't

have meat, but ashind a spiritual iron curts there

is no life. We vere compelled o look toward the East

::lr and naver tiward the West. We were kept purposely
)

ss about whit has and what was happening in the
big world,”

"The living standayd of our family was at its highest
when the value of the forint was still good, ¥hat
This was around "4,-'48, Ever since ths '48, the
standard had gone down snd down, I

"I racall a family smong these I knew personally that
lived better than anyone else. These were iw a
couple who both belinged to the Communist party and
both held top Zakizi obs. They were earn abdut

@ to four thousind forints per month, Tga
man was a section ciief in one of the ministries
and the woman was thy head of a welfare office/

”Aa to what accounts for the arian standard of id
living going down in the last eight years, I can give
you a very simple ansver! The comnunist ime, and
that's all. We hai to work extremely hard for
very low wages. Every surplus went out of the country
for reparations payment, and last but not least,
the Soviet Union @xploitsd the country economically
to the last. Evurythin?} the best of best, went out
to Russia, and the }ittle money the country that-

hillllnﬁad t?.ﬁznp for itself was ]
spent on olstering o avy industry, 1&ﬁh&?1"9

t was good in Hungary tad,
?mtiutﬁ :?un n here %E “uu‘? %nﬂfm or instance

were world &amous in Eurkeope, so we exported that and
revelved machine oil inste.d from abroad. This now
we gave in exchange for Grsek onions which were awful
as compared to the Hungarian ones,"

B. HaspﬂndJ gave the folloving datfila on 2&: i::;::
in Hungary in the last ten years: earned my

by thﬂghnur¢ That was customary in the kind of job

I was holding. I recleved the same wages as men

in that field of activity as a car driver and

this was three forints ten filler per hour, I wasg
compelled to work 250 hours per month, and this hecause
we &alledgedly did not work elght st:aight hours per
day, so we worked ten hours per day indtead.

Altogether I received 774 forints ver month, Of this
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. 1l was compelled to pay 40 forints for the peace loan.
Then reductions were made for trade union ?:aa. tan
forints, for different kinds of membership stamps
five forints, then four rcent of my wages for not
having any children, Th amounted to tﬂirt forints

- per month and three percant for old a & i
was 25 forints per mgnth_n g¢ pension. This

" "My sacond source of income whe was when I made overtime
3t the company~ so by average I worked 290 to 300

hours per month., Usually I ot 930 forint ha
before reductions," L T S

”ggdn:dnr :ﬁ supplamfit thalflmilr income, my father
- my mother as well as a @ .
who  apd {a my sisters worked

L would like to mention that 952 when I received

mI drivers lisence I was not llowed to receive

hlgher wages thatn the bagic ge for an unskilled

worker of 2,76 per hour in this kind of work.

After two years I had to take another examination

and then I received a kind of diploma which entitled

me to full wages, three forint; ten E:r hour,

1 never had any increase in salalry besides this.”

G."Myﬂalf and my famlily bakh bought food only at
ER: l{:tﬂ E;Drﬂl hegguas th%ﬁﬂwaa the nearest one to
Place where we lived, se shops were ex 1
nice to look at and the goods sold a?ﬁﬂ “Were ?ﬂ-"
but extremely expensive,

Buixextxems l"i'hua: prices of course were fluctuating according
to seasonal changems. For instance in gﬁring when eqas
were extremely scarce, and therefore rather expensive,
kmxspazanaixzhangas The price of bread changed according
to the harvest.”’

Clothing and other necessities wem also bought by us

. in the state stores beczmse the privltelg run stores
were too expensive, The clothing availasble at the state
stores wol® extremely nice to look at but of very
low quality. The pricaa were prattz steep too. I
pald l?ﬂ forints for a gery plain little cotton summer
dress.

"1t was quite interesting to see whow Erines went up,
usually before the great holidays such as Christmas,
Eastexr, atc.”

" The retail distribution ofi the whole was always much

. better In the citles than in the country. On the other
hand the peasantry always had much more money than the
workersj so whensver they came to Budapest, the pesasants
as a rule brought along some food which they exchanged,
and they bought everything that they neaded. For
instance they received 350 to 400 forints for a well-
fed big goose and for this money they were abls to

the ohe was ar L /" Of wage increases, m"'rrr Vs ip/

Hdﬁfﬁ.gn}o
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purchase a man's suit of lower quality."

JI'!
On the other hand again, it was extremely difficu
to receive any standard agarﬂ parts, This I gan ::y
from my own experience, after all I was working for
iK_- which had prinritr over everybody else because
it was the Municipal Gas co., and I was driving a repair
tru:ki and it very often happened that ous trucks

were laid idle, sometimes for weeks bec
l:ﬂi.lldn't ﬂﬂt tﬁa Spare p“ta f,nr th:ﬂ ﬂ::f.:ﬂ?ﬂ juﬂ-t

i
Other commodities that were esgecially short in suppl
were usually rice,for instance, and tgan all ﬂpl:egf ’
pepper and even the famous 1ka which was

grown in Hungary, but eviilgggﬁﬁ exported., Then there
was a great shortage of ldren's dresses, in

socks and shoes for instance,’

" The blackmarket is still prevailing, but in foodstuffs

Vaneay

only. I do not know what kinds of punishment were given
to people for the differsnt degrees of blackmarkategring.
L have only heard of thecse published in the newspapers.
There was also an under-counter sale flourishing, buut
this too was-punlshed— under strict control and punished.
Of course, goods available on the blackmarket were

much more expensive, but of course also much better,

I remember a very bigSHow — trial against a meat

processing :ump&nz ch did g/Whele lot of blackmarketeering,
even the cash registers were rigged, and the employees

of the whole company wers in the deal. Of cour:ze they

were all locked up and received severe sentences, !

D« On working conditions, respondet said the followimg
"I had to work from 7 AM to é PM as a rule without any
luncheon break. I sndtched a meal whenever I could

and whenever mzr:ar was satanding somewhere

while the repair man worked, We also worked on Saturdays
and every other Sunday from 7AM to ZPM . It

tock me about three quarters of an hour/to get to my
garaga where I worked(By stieeicar.) "

''I held this kind of a job bscause I heard about the
vacancy and I filed an application. At £irst they were
very fussy about my having relatives abroad, especially
in America, but nevertheless I was admitted, I had
six weeks training and then was put immediately on the
truck. 1 did not drive the beavy trucks, since thee o . -
theee were only small picke-up trucks and we carried
the necessary tools for repairs. I drove a jeep,
then ,also an Italian /" and also a British TBhLiLis
Austeén. Thls one was a very wery good little é€ar,

I liked Rxm her. Since this was the profession I chose
by myself, I would say that I liked my job very much, I’

My relations with my co-workers were extremely good.
It was 2 good kind of fellowship smong all of them,
Mi bosses, the garage hands and the supervisor of
the garage were extremely well-qualified elderly

- e
HEOR.LE
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who liked us and were very decent with us. My superiors
always fraisad me for mI work well done, but
5

officia pralaa‘and meda or premliums ©f course)l
never received,’

About the Hungarian vacation, health and compensation

{:ugrama, respondent auld:nffhn vacation program was
ike this: after every six months in serv ce with

the same company you were entitled to six days of paid

vacation, after one year in service, twelve days,

and atfter that every two years' service, one more

day was added to your vacation. However, the

time you spent In service before "45 for this time

you fﬂ:aivﬂd only one day for every three years in

service, v

" Since it was mosatly the workerms who profiteds undex
this plan, I was luckg enocugh to enjoy such vacations
in 1953, 1954 amd 1956, Whether or not uhwties=you
qualified for this vacation Hepended MEsRxwhatharxes
nmkxyamxw entirely upon your boss who gave a
kind of a recommendabion to the union. This recommandation
dugandad upon your relationship with your co-workers,
with your bosses and also on the gqual ty of your work.
Also material situation you lived in and your
health played a role in this assignmaqt. Since I
never had any trouble with my bosses,”I said I got
my vacatlon nearly every year, I spent several wesks
a Parad and also on the Lake Balaton."”

"Regarding the health pregram, This was extremely good
on paper. We had tamm best doctors working on this
program, how§iever they were instructed to assign
someone to a hospital only in extreme necessity,
1f you besame sick after one year of service
with the same comppny you recelved 75 percent of
your pay, the rest took care of the hospltal fees,
You were entitled to stay out of work, lf sick
for four to five weeks, and you were allowed to
spend twenty-eight days in the hospitel, extended
to six weeks if it was a cese of serious illness, !

" The pension program for the workers becams effective
if a woman became fifty~five and the man sixtz years
old, The pension was flgured on the average income
of the last year. And you received fifty to sixty
pexrcent of t average income. My father for
instance, who earned 900 to 1000 forints per menth
is receiving now as far as I remember four hundred
fifty forint pension aper month.”

E, When subjsct was asked if ghe would have

prefered to liwxe in the country while she was in

Hyn the respondent said, "No, I certainly prefered
Tife ity to that of ths cauntri, because 1

was bern in the city and I am 3 city girl at heart.!!

dﬁhen «ollectivization was first introduced in Hunos=-
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o I had high hopas that finally now the distribution of

foodstuffs would become more efficlent in Hungary
and we would no longer have a shortage of food.
However, it worked out quite differently. It
seemed to me that the whole collectiviaation was

: introduced only for the purpose of émpressing the
peasantry and keeping under steady control.
Also what they said to be a surplus in Hungary theay

i Just A et dupng ALY exportEd."

In my opinion it was the members of thé collectlves
who most vehemently widhed to get away from this system,

I would very much prefer to keep an individual agricultural
system ln Hungary, and that the individual be allowed

to cultivate his own land, Also I think tht the

mechanlized kind of agriculture would be a good ildea

to be followed even in an independent Hungaxy,"
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X1, IHE POLITICAL LIFE

A, Before 1948, I was already interested in politics
because @ rather liked the idea that I had a word to
. say in them, I was an enthusiastic member of the
Social Democratic Party, and criticized most violently
tkhe other one, the communist party, I felt somehow
d that the Social Democratic Party was really a
party for the work classs and v much similar
to the Western Social Democratic Partyss I found that
out party sincerely and honestly tried to do what was
best for us workers, and besldes that and which was
very important t o me,wss that wexmazmxama it was
'Eav&r gg:inat any religion, I was member of the
oclal Pemocratic Party from 1986 until, as
1 said,it was compelled to merge with sxg the
Communis¢ Party. My feelings about the Communist
Pargy are the same now as before 194B- I just don't
trust them."

]

Regarding the first communglt regime in Humary in

1918 and 1919, I have nnlli%hlrﬁ about that and thera-
fore cannot hold any opinion,"

B, Her views on the commun@it party and about the

communist @mrty members boiled down to this:
o "1 aspecially during the revolution we
NS wiE thare are different types of party members,
t elieve that there ame a few idealists who

are or were rather, convinced commun3iits before the
revolution. However, these were soon disillusionad

and found out that tﬁis is not even commundsm, it

is plain Bolshevism. However, they were unable to quit
the pgarty because the least tfl&y had to fear was

loss of their jobis."

' Then there wers others who were rather luke-warm about
the party, but once they were in it somehow they couldn't
et Awpy anymore, These for instance took prt
n the revolution. Then thare were those who were
all out to achleve a career, that's why they became
party members,"

‘Party pnlintﬂ:hungad during the last alght Years very
much, especlally after the death of Stalin., We
however, were informed tha He died very muh before
the day thavit was officially ﬁuhlishad. AFter his
death, the Russian terror somehow abated and the
party was moxe, if I could say, easy gning. Since all

. instructicns to the Hungaréan Communist party came
from Moscow, everything always went according to the
very same plan, I #ink that within the Mungarian
Communist party there was quite a lot of fighting
going on between the different factions, however,
this was mostly for a certaln position and powerex,
but not because of having a different ideology.
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The partI morale, however, weakened considerably
especially after Stalin's death, and the party itself
became more lenient. Also in 1933 there was

8 decldedly new course to be felt, At that time,
they were still courting the Humn:-ian peasantry

and that was the time when prime wninister Nagy took
over for the first time,”

‘Regarding the aims and motives of the top leaders of
the communbt mxd party, I redly cannot tsll you,
because fhrst of all we were never told and again
we did not belleve what thaI were trylng to 1 us.
The big slogan was ‘s Socialist state,' Regarding thelr
individual aims, here again these tnﬁﬂseaders always
claimed to believe in idea, but hov can 1
trust them.| After all these Hummrian rommunists
were educated, Ilndoctrinated and train:d in Moscow.
They have spent at least ten or twenty years in
the Saxiaik Soviet Union and they alre:dy thought
in the Stalinic manner.

' Personally 1 followed Rakosi's career tore closely
and we always thought that Rakosi, féxrit of all
is a Hungarlan and only then a party mimber, He
did much in order to promote the Huncaiian economic
life and in order to aagdtha Hungariai. forint
atnadi. This however, did hot last ver;y long. Once
a8 Soviet mission, I cannot tell the yest, came to
Hungary and found that our living standirds were much
too high and would be “dangerous." So lako:i was
cuggul ed to hold a speech in which he gaid s
partr "We should not eat and egg which tomorro.
c¢an become a hen." So all Hungag®an top communist leaders
have to wait and &sk for Moscow's approval, 1/

"1 am quite sure that there is a difference between
the motives of the rank and flle communit party memb.y
and those of the leadership. Among the tug communistf
maybef you will find a convinced and idealistic
communist., However, the little mn in the street has
robably joined the party only because whe wanted to
esp his job," :

I believe that the whole Rafk affair was a put up jéb.
He was the leader of the Mumsaxiam newly formed Hungarian
secret police, the AVH and I bellieve that the other
Communlisits theught that he was getting too bl for
his boots. As far as I was informed, Rajk always
fought Rakosi and Rajk was the one who tried not
execute so mny people and who put his job at stake
if he wasn't given a free hand. So I think the
Communist party rather put him down. ithat they have
done now, regarding Rajk's rechabilitation.l
thought' was extremely ridiculous and ha thay have
only weskened the party with this stupid act.v

When asked what should be done with the top
Hungarian communists in the avant of Huroarv's
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independence, the respondent said: "Due to my nature

I am not a blood thirsty woman and I would not necessarily
Eill or execute all Hungarian communsits. I would let
them go to live under the Soviet system, T ere is one
man whom I wa would like to see Inged and this is

Garo,
E. As to whether there was any opposition to the
Hunga rian nt before the revolution, xrespondent

said- "1 have heard of one serious sabotage in one of
the mines in 1945 amd as far as I remember, and that
was in theyoal mines of Tatabanpa., I have not heard
of anything slse, However, on the whole nobody worked
with great enthusiasm and everybody as little work

;s possible under the circumstances for those very

ow wages, '

" In Hﬁﬁit,ggnin, I heaxd thﬂt’}ﬂu Ozd, iron foundaries
cne of the big Martin stoves was blanked and many
tons of raw-amterial of ore became unusable and
spolled, We never found out what the reason for
is was, Mhé',t was some technical calamity.eR Sanovacy »

On the activities of t& Intellectuals respondent didh't
know anything before the first public meeting of the
Petofl Clircle which was widely commented all over the
country. Respondent said that as far as she knew,
this was a varz serious effort én the part of the
intellectuals to bring about a change the government.
Also they advocated most strongly, the freedom of
speech and press of course. Respondent was also of

@ opinion that the intellectuals did not have anzthing
new to saI. They just published the will of isl the
whole natlon, and therefore she also hhought that they
weege the spearhead of the revolution.

As to why the Intellectuals stood up against the regime,
ke respondent said, "I believe that because the

intellectuals were force er the communkst regime
communist tren are was no freedom
of press and writhng. 80 thiler whole literature

Hul was to be slanted to tha communist ideology. These
must have been the main reasons why the intellectuals
stood up against the regime."
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X11, P OF POW

A. When asked her opinion on people who were membars
of the AVH, respondnt sald, "To my siocere belisef,

these people ware those sort of men who would have sold
their own family, fathers, mother and sisters for money,
They were lacking fear of God- they had no morals.

But I must point out that these were only the

AMH officers who had higher g§5u¥h€ﬁf§ hIEaaﬁfEEES
DAY 3289 - BP¥8a R4 "8EE1080d to this special unit.

These hﬁ?u of course cannot be regarded as real AVH

people.

When asked whether her famlly or any friends had personal
experience with AVH respondret sald: "Thank God never,
none whatsoever, We were hard working people who kept
our mouths shut and tried not to get into conflict

with the regime openly, so that they can't accuse

us of any This

When asked what should be done with those members

of the AVH when Hungary's independent, respondent saidi
"After all that I hare seen myself during the molution
L do not advocate any tolerance toward these people.v

Respondent here wanted to mention what she had seen
herself on October 31st, 1956 at the Tisza Kalman Ter,
whan the freedom fighters stormed the Communist Cemtral
Party offices there. Respondent gave with grest gusto
a minute by minute account of the whole gory incident.
I trled to boil It down and give the major salience.
According to respondnigt, the day before the 31lst,

they observed that heavy higncnaua had bsan taken

Into the Centrall Pary building at the Tisza Kalman
Ter. Later on sha said it was found that all these
were ammunistion”&&Fsey. n the morning, shortly
before ekeven, respondant said that many yuung freedom
fighters started to assemble at the square. Shortly
after efkeven ware hearing shots, so sha went to

the third flodr-office hui}ding and she saw how the
iraedom fighters opened fere on the bullding. The
crowd by that time had 1;allad considerably and

people stqﬁiad to shout'"release our boys, wou
murderers,” Give us back our sons and brothers,
According to resondiet, here, in this building many

of the young freedom fighters were held prisoner/

B{ twelve o'clock mnthe whole square was swarméng

with armed freedom fighters. Then tha AVH opened fére
witrh machine guns from the loft of the Party building,
Respondn@t saw many prisoners nd also HItnf%ﬁa QS
ambulances came along te plck up the casualties,

she saw that one of the stretchers bearers was

wounded and fell dead., The skimmish lasted for

gbout an hour whsen from the sésexaf direction

Vaj Adam Street a tank was spproaching, This

was a tank sent by the freedom fighters. All of

the sudden, an AVH man cames out on one of the
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balconies waving a white flag., The young freedom fightarys
then In closed Tanks, marched towards the porch and
bigger door of this building, bellieving that this ment
submission @fm on the part of the AVH, Hardly kdd did
they approach the building when again, from the seoond
floor of the building, the AVH opened fire. There were
mln; casualties according to respondent, Also the
tank opened fdre, Again they started shooting.
Arouhd two o'clock in the afterncon, two other
tanks came sround,also sent by the Hungarian freedom
fighters. Now again one of the AVH officers came out
with a white flag. Again the crowd surged towerd the
building and the Avh ai::n opened flre, After this
the two tanks opened f on tle bullding and were
shooting it into shambles, The AVH now gave in,
The Hungarian freedom fighters surged into the
huildin? and according to respondnet it was really
an awful sight to see how they shrew o#it all
the AVH people by the windowms on the streest.
Respondent also alléges that shme has seen how
two of the top AVH ¢fficers thers were hanged by the
crowd. One of them she said was called 'Fatty’,
other one was'"the tall one)! According to resspond
these two crimimals were left hanginglun the ag for
two solid days until the health commissionex’ hf?
to—bs taken down and buried for health reasons,V SN~ Al
Responchit sadd, "I wish to mention that the freedom
'f%i ters found 2000 forints in cash on the the *Fatty’.
This money was pinned on his breast, and makmdy this
money was never touched wihile his body was hﬂngini
from tle tree. There was a note aﬁn pinned on his

A

breast saying, 'This is the money which you
have sold our sons and brothergs.

i
Respondent then said- Unfortunately the wole attack
proved to be fruitless, because the freedom fighters
nevers found the prisonars, For days we heard
and everybody around us heard hnockings and
even the people from the gas company did thelir best
to try to find from where those nolses came.
Later on very complicated instruments of the
Geological Institute were also brought on the spot
to tryitn 5nun§ out ?Eare tha nnisegaﬁame from.,
As long ¥ as 1 was Hungary, nothéng wés/ever
found. It was generally rumored however, tha
the®®wers secret exits and entrances all over the
square and 25 a matter of fact we have found dead
AVH men here and there on the square- probably those
who trisd to escape through one of the hidden
exits and were shot by the freedom fighters. Mahy
young boys fifteen and sixteen years old fought in this
hattgﬁ’haid raspondant; and those who were kllled were
coverad with the red white and green Hungarlan flag,
and showered with £lowers then they were taken away
to ba buried)

When asked her feelings about the reguzlar police
as compared with the AVH respondent sald: "DUe
to the fact that the reqular police had closer
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contact with the people, and the men troeaty, s=F I
know they were more aware of our troublbs dur ng the
communist regime. They were somehow much nsarer to
us and during the revolutlon, contraty to ail axpactations,
the police turned its weapons against the AVH and
sided with the Hungatian freedom fighters.'

S0 NE LT
" Regarding their competancy, however, due—to—the-
fact—th=t I had mny contacts with tﬁm stoce—I-wee GEing,
a driver, I can say only this- thoss policeman ,
whe- posted to regulate the traffic and tneg order
in the streets were of éxtremely low intelligence,
There were many women also among them and these were
the worst. Then there was another kind of Rﬂlic&man
dlso, these were the detectives who had fo elp the
AVH in the different political cases and crimes,”

" The plainlcnp in t?g Et:i:? wag dlgzst. Ybui:guld
always talk yourself ou e wa to punis
you for some traffic \regueition i tKnu didn't Vv Aqvion
argue with him and’Were nice With'them aise,
For this they never accepted any bribes- however, some
Eulica officers in the higher echelon had be
ribed if you wanted to achlievs something, he
AVH however, bribing was impossible,’

' During the revolution, I have seen many policemen
who hx fought side by side with the freedom fighters,
or at least if tha; didn't fighttheYwent home and let
the others dé the Lihting. Anyway by—aii-—means they
showed & passive resistance. Some of my frisnds who
fought at the Kilian harrackg durina the revolution
told me that they were quite® kike etachments who in U7Ew
a body who came over to thes freedom fighters.

l!lI n

the Hungarian comm gk radio

J_Ovar again, for days and dayé'first heﬁg:d
Police force to return to the job, then they threatened
them. So it was quits apparent that the police force
was very reluctant to go back to the communéi service,
Everybody was amazed and enchanted how nice Y and decently
the police force behaved during the revolution.'!

B. Regarding the Hungarian courts before 1943, &ie
respondant sald that sioce she never had anything
to do with the courts st that time, she really was
unable to tell what how justice was Implemented at
that time. Regarding the oplet's

urts from 1945-1957 tié respondent gewe again
saild that she doesn't know anything about them,
but since they tried to enforce the commun3it rule and
communist justice on the people they must have beenwery
@gd. As far as mapundﬁﬁj knew, shpistlidiiiind the

ople's court§dealt only with political crimes
and on instructions of the AVH. As to the treaztment
of alledged war criminals and whethars they were
actually guilty, respondet sald- "As far as I'm IR
concerned there was only one sentence which was just
Usstihdas passed by the people's court, and that was
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ngaﬁﬁet Ezalaslﬁiﬁd nis officers, But all the othar
sentences ware just.” Accoxding to respondent

she thought that the matmxmiziakexakawixk grﬁa{ injustices
of the People's COurts lay mainly in the fact that

people were judged by -# political attitude .aac

shat is because of their attitude against communism,

and that justice was always doled out accordingho THC

#lie FePdp kit communist party's standards,

D¢ On the Russian occupa tion troops in Hungary, respondent
salds "I do not belleve that the feelinas about the
Russian army can be due to the events o 1848, How
anybody who looks back into history and who knows
eB%et what has happened in the past has dreaded the
arrival of the Russian troops. Neverthelss, there
were quite & few people in Humpry, the Jews and®
the communists who expected the Russians and were
looking forward to their coming as’liberators’
I can only say for myself and my family thét
we have been tarribly disillusioned what has )
happened in 1944 and 1945, and Hﬁa’#ﬁehaviur of the By T#E
Russian troops at that time, how they were looting
ancl raplng all over the country mmsxasmexiaxthuigx77/S
brought about the dislike the were enjoying in Hungary,
ever since, After a year of the arrival of Russian
cccupation troops, we could not go out into streets
without being molested or in danger, I recall
an Incident when in '45 when we were still living
in cellars after the sélige, a Russian officers
came in and told us that he was going to discipline
his men, and inf if any ¢goee of looting or
raping occurs, we should go and tell him, A few days
later, this n%ficar:ﬂ was shot by his own men, Also
an old friend of ours in the country whom we
visited in '45 told us that his awenty-one year old
daughter who wa had a baby of two months and was still
nursing it ,was raped by five Russians, and they forced
the husband and father to look on. The two men
were tied waith ropes to the chairs, Then after
this #lerrible deed, the Russians killed the young couple
and cut up the baby with a hatchet”

v AT T TuBE
RespondentYtoward toward the Russian army in H
did n& underge a great change,Mowever, She mentioned
tha t those troops who were stationed now in the
last years in Hungary were much better than the first
occupation troops.

Regarding the bshavlior of the Russgian soldiers,
befors, during or after the revolution, respondeht
sald, "Russian occupatlon troops lived in closed
colonies befor€tihe revolution. Thizahad their own
alloted houses and apartments and ir own RX,
These people never fraternized with the population,
and in fact it was prohibited to do so.'

i
'Hagarding the attitude of Russian soldiers durlng the

ravolution, I have only heard from several of my frinds
that many of the Russians have actually helped the Hungarian




60-F X1/ 35
N

treadom flighters and surrendered together with
thelr tanks."

Regarding the difference between the old occupation
troops and the ones who were brought in on November 4,
respondent said: "The troops that were stationed for
a long time in Hungary some quite liked the Hungarains
and certainly liked to be stationed there. The new
troops that were brought in after November 4 were
a scared lot of youngsters, They started shooting at
the slightest provocation and the smilest noise.
These too were behaving in the real Russian manner,

on November 19 for instance when
respondniat went ot pick up her salary, the company
could not pay anIhndv because the Russians had looted
the cashlers office arnd had taken away all the money,
Jd demolished the office emulpment and had stolan
gll the dresses they had in their lockers. They had
requisitioned the whole garage for their own purposes.
They were also scared to such an extent that they nw
never walked alone or even in pairs in tle street.
They usually rode the army trqua and held their rifles
reedy to shoot in thelr hands.'

However, respondent did not recall any incident of
individusl brutality by Soviet soddiers or Hungarians
during the rewvolution,

E. When asked whether once in a whilglocal government
officials were willing to forget the reles and

bhelp people in trouble, respondfet sald< Certainly, they
were those decent people of the old school who just
simply did not enforce the regulations as they were
ﬂupﬁusad 0 do, and tried to help people in need
without using regular party channels.:

4
F. Whether or not there were weys of getting around
some of the rﬂg:ﬁﬁﬁinns or at least to a certain
axtent and to bribe yourself out of a fix, suseiy
the working class had neither the money nor the opportunity
to do so. However, I know that the so-called Maszek
people who had their own little shops, could bribe
government officials, especially at the Llncome tex offices.
Another public office where you could achleve whztever
yo8 wanted with bribes was t hnusiga au hnriti.
This was & wedl known fact. As I sa already 1t was
impossible to bribe anybody at the AVH, I

Since the bribes were divided by everybody @ehed €. hundo.

the dirtg deal; respondmht said: "If one person

was caught for Instance at the housing authority,

then the whole section was dismissed .because avery officisl

had his fingexr in tke pie. Hewewer, Lf the persor who

got caught wgs a high party functionary hes was not dismissed, but
as they sald, transfered to a disciplinary position.”

The minor nf?icials nowever, ware just locked up.!

G. When asked whether or not she could tsll some thing
about the competence of the various groups and people
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repondant said: "I really ld so llttle contact with
these groups that it would be Just bragging on my
Epart if 1 offered any opinion of them.®
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XI1. ASSESSMENT OF FUTURE PROSPECTS FOR HUNGARY

The guesses and hopes of subject regarding Hungary's
future were as follows:

"I really would like to know what is ggingata happen
in Hungary, becahse the communsit regime has
obviously failed to becoms popular, agd evenk the
convinced communists have found out that the communist
doctrine is just a big lie, and even these f::pla

do not have confidance in the comnunist reg

anymore, The rezimﬂ of Kadar will run into
difficulties in keeping up appearances.’

“On the other hand, the government will not be able to
make any concessions for obvious reasons, Thay
are golng to try to intimidate and to scare paople
30 as Lo avoid another revelution, but I amfso sure Fver
that this will hot happen after all, Anyway, the
actions of the Euuernment I am thinking now
of the deportations and tﬁa imprisonmens etc.~—
evidently show that they era still scared of the
Hungarlan spirit, 1In fac nly the Russian tanks
that are guarding the comm Bt regime and
malntaining it in power in Hungary. An idea and
the spirit of freedom cannot ba kept at bay by
weapons, !

B
Hiulrlx::!xlnxuittt::--:tlllixthl:xlnxiillt Howevax,
I do not think that Hun%ary would accaept any kind of
Foland tlpa solution, This is a compromise after all.,
I am pretty much convinced that inside Hungary a
passive resistance will be going on, However, the
e@xpectations of thex West now can unl{ be apery f
strict economic boycott against Boviet Russla, and all the sateldtes, "

"Nuhudy 1s desiring a war between the USSR and the Unlt$ed
States, and yet I do not Séa any peaceful solution,
bacause after sll, what the Soviet Union is doing
Or wanting rather, is that Americs g0 back three
steps while the Soviet Union is advancing those three,
Besides I think that it is just bunk, WHAT THE
Sovliet Union is preaching,! "aggressive peace”, What
do they mean by thatgz2 "

B. Respondent's hopes for Hungary during the last
elght to ten Iaars up until the revolution is summed
up in the fol nwhig: "Until the twentieth rty
Congress we were a solutely hofinless for the future,
We were scared and afraid that ot only physically,
but spiritually we should be enslaved ad bacome

@ satelite of Soviet Rusgsia,”

"After the Twentieth Party Congrass, however, and whan
we saw how even the Soviet leaders were criticizin
themselves for their previous acts, littls by little
we started to hope that we shall be able to
have lck Prime Minister Nagy as the head of the

F

government end then zgain become free fraom the
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. Soviet Union somehow, by keeping/a kind of friendly
relation with them only,
e
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A. WMEpandan#umd like to Hféﬁ;e the kind
of democracg that Sweden has. This form of government
greatly appeals to ma,"

B. The desired economic systems and emphasis were

as follows:

"Since Hungary has & very rich uranium mine

1 believe that all industry in Hungary should
concentrate on cess this ore, and on the
manufacture of industria cummaditina for the
domestic market. Hungary should also manufacture
much agricultural ma éry, because Hungaxy

bgeing an agricultural country, this ma ery should
be in great demand. HKomewer, I would like to see

ths manufacture of arms discontinued, at least

only those and in such quantities should be manufactared
that are absolutely necessary for the small Hungarian
army, The light industry on the other hand must be
modernized and streamlined, but also axpanded,”

"I also believe that all enterprises that have been
taken over by the state should form a kind of trust,
L believe that productions would only benefit

from this sIstam. I also would leave in the hands of
the state all the transportation companies and

power statlons for instance.n

"I believe that lands should be given back to their

I

T Romm

rightful owners. Howaver, with the stipulation
that the landowners should look after the soclal welfare
of the workers or at least they should be compelled to
do so. I also think that the state farms should also

be returned to the private owners, »

il do not approve tht a government in a free country
should set a maximum to the amount of land any one
person and family may own, This is quite cuntrﬂ:I to
democracy. After all larger estates can always give
work to miore and more people and if the landownexs

have to observe the wages set by the state and havs

to look after the welfare of their workers adequataly,

1 do not see why they shouldn't have karge estates also.
Wwhat I have heard about the economic system in the United
States regarding industry and also land, I believe that
this 1s quite the kind of administration and governments=
that I would like to see in a fres Hungary, !

When asked what kind of a government respondeft would
like to see in an independat Hquarz. she sald:Z "There
is no doubt about it tﬁat I would chose the first kind
of government, because I do not believe that money and
vages are everything- after all if you can work and

llve and enjoy all the human riiﬂts you will alwﬂys

ba sble to make an adequate liv 9 for yoursal?,

T

I certainly would not cutlaw the communit party
in an independent Hunecary becauze thés s conirasy *2
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a true democracy. The commundt party would go bust
anywey becsuswz there is no need to kill it,™

C. "The position that I would ideally wish for

a free Hungary should be an alliance with the West,
To mind, e Russians are much too near to our
coun and al-though ths Austrian neutrality
munigadvunta es, I still believe that only a Westera

allignce could give Hungary a complete security against
the East, On tﬂa ﬁhnlagl?zaliﬂva that the idaalng

solution for all Eastern Eurnﬁggn countries, including
Hungary,would be a sort of a ted States of Europe,

like one hese in America. Regarding the different
relationships with the different countries I would

not like to see any military or economic ties with

the Soviet Unipn, The cultural connections I would

kesp up, for er all Russian musdc, art and literature
has something in it., I would nnﬁ:ﬂiﬂ:a to see

economie and cultural tiss with other satellite natlons,
however, with western Europe and the United States 1

even advocate military alllances: besides the €ultural

and economic ones.’

Respondent has not heard of the Federation of Danublan=
but, when asked what she thinks of it she saidi

"% think that it is avery nice and acceptable idea,

but I think that evenk if #Aat could be brought about,
it should be only in the fleld of economics and culture
and no politics should ba involved, but I still belisve
th;ttitl'lﬁ '}.hited States of Europe would be the bettax
solution.

Hﬁél:tll”Hungary's present boundaries axe and shall
never be acceptable to ms,” sald W respondent."After
all, it has been & political injustice to dismember
Hungary and I would like to see Hungary receive back
her thousand year old boundaries that were justifiad
h; the history of central Europe. If ever a settlement
of Eastern Europe comes about, I think that a
Elahiscita would be the best idea for all natlonalities
iving outside of Hummry)!

Respondnet was much concernad with the problem of

Hungarian minorities living outside Hungary. She said:
"Since we have lived under Russin domination and oppression,
I know what it means to live under the zule of another
nation, and therefore 1 ocould reallze what sort of

a liiagzhe minoritias hava outside of Hungary. I

conside thls question extremely important.,”
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AV. IHE FORMATION OF PUBLIC OPINION

A. Respondat seemed to have veryilittle information

oB the Twentieth Party Congress,”that is more specifically

oo Khrushchev's "Secrat Speech', She said: "The Hun=-
arian press carried xahk the events of the Twentis¥h
argy Congress and I was told that also the speech of

Khrushchev, However, I do not remember what hs has
said, I only know t the Twentleth Par:x Congress

was held after Stalin's death, and attended by all

the top communist leaders of Sovlet Russia.

Lhsus These big shots were probably gﬁite glad

that they had gotten rid of Stalin finally, and

they blamed him for ALL TLs errors." . N
I believe thatYthe- whole\Twentieth Party Congress Virse

was nfant to givee snmnthln? to the peopls and to

relax the reigns somewhat.'

Respondriel never heard of sgnator Mc Carthy and about
the Un-American ﬂctivitiaa ttee nor did shs
know anything about the fall of Peron atc.

When asked what she knew about Rakosi's private
lifs she said: "This man did not have a provate life
at all. Even hils 'wife' was a planted spy and so
I do not thimk that he was able to do anything in
rivate. All that was rumored about his life was
t he wes living in great luxury and he was
dlways very heavily guarded by the AVH men)

1t was also very obvious that whenever he :ﬁﬂka he never
8

voiced his own opinion he nver spoke fokr party.
To popularize himself he very often recelved workers
who asked for an audience for him and trled to
straighten mim out their grievances, #

[
B. ’During the past ten years I drew my information
mostly from the Volce of America and Radio Free
Europa.”

C. ""of course 1 got news by of moeth, Rhux

This was said to be Hdiss ing false rumor"

as put b{ the government and it was ander pemalty.

We psually received news by word of mouth while we were
quging up-Here everybody discussed thms what people
have heard over the radio, Also at the garage where

1 worked, However, therbwe had to be very careful,
There were always many agents-pflvocateur§ planted

in every plant and factory. So we only talked to people
on whom we could rely. As to whether or not this news
was reliable or not, I can only say W since
it was coming by word of mouth it wasF2alwags a

little bit exaggerated.”

D. Before and during the war. respondnet saild that she

only sead the newspapers and she said "Te read books,

L wasn®t intelligent or mdngiied aducated enough. "
s

' = . B i

Hespondent listed %iw papers sha zesd a5 tho Sotilfimie

|
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Further the Az Est; and of magazines, she mostly read
magazines on movies and theater called

hazl Magazin.

Respondrgt thought that the Esti Kurir could bs compared

to the Bally News here., While the Magyar Nemzet
is more like the New York Times.

Respondant did not bring up the influence of
the German press and literature which might have
besn imposed upon the Hungarian press.

During the last eight to ten years, the respondnat

mostly read the Szabad Nep ., However, she pointed out

that she ﬂr{ scantlly read this paperz and she was
most interested in the wsather forecast and the
movie news, etc. only., Respondent disclosad that she
did not put any confidence into those papers bacause
they were axtrnmnl; skhanted. Also she said that she
was enraged and offended by the constant adulation of
everything that was Russian: "Our national pride has
constantly been insulted by the adulation that went
on in the Hungakxrlan press, which tried to give
the impression that the Hungarian people and

nation on the whole are servile to the Soviet Union."” —

"After all if you go into the street, you do

not look inte only one direction, you always look
left and right, sometimes back- so this & what

I like in an unbiased press. The last twelve years
however, wa wers allowed to look only one way-

towards Russh, '
"Hﬂaidas we never belisved anything.- For instance the

aconomic data carried by the Hungarian communist press,
Sometimes they got lost and entangled in thelr own lies

and forgot md seemed to forget what they had said
a8 week before, Much of tef economlic news was
extremely contradictory!

HUanrtunntaly I was unable to read any publications

of books from the West since I did not speak any foreign

languages, '

Hespondent did not read any publications that wers illegal,
waIEa in Hungarya)
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XVI. EVENTS OUTSIDE HUNGARY
On Russiaf, respon said: "Since many Russian soldiers

have been as occupatio

belisve that the Soviet government is quite rightl

scared something similar to Hungary or Poland migh

even hapgﬂnl in Russia, Anyway, we have heard that
sians who

n troops in the Western werld I

all Russia wers in Huncary as occupation[have B
beeh immediately recalded and sent straight to S:I.t:usz:i,a:mt:”;r"ﬂ*ﬁr
to re-indoctrination camps, I'

'Huwaver. since Hussia is made up of S0, many nationalities,

I do not believe bhat they could stage a revolution

together and unitedly. Theresfore aonly a gradual liberalization
would be possible &n Russia.”

On the other hand I really do not see how much the

Russian pangla knew about the Western world. People

are shut off too much from the ‘bgstarn hamisphere,

and I do not know how far they can be influenced by

those Russians who did live in the Wastern world for

some time, All} this is a much too complicated

problem and I do not think that aybody the |
figstern world can xuwa really figure out what's going :
to happen in the Soviet Union.’ |

On the aims and motives of the top Russian leaders .
raspondfigt said: "It seems to me that the top Russian |
leaders are out not so much to establish communism than |
to astablish their own rule. What Lenin and Maxx |
have thaught up is a Utngia and cannot be |
transplanted into real life and cannot be imposad :
on a nation compulsorily. "

'As far as I see, in the Soviet Union, thesre is
Bolshevism and Stalinism, amtnot even reali®
unism. From their own point of view I balieve

“HiE was nacassary, because an uncultured and

i

backward nation does nesd a strd hand,

in my opinion however, it was a mistake to use the _ F¢¢,Tﬂ:n¢ﬁztﬂ?
same methodsimaturew ONGARy . As Zar as I know, inSoes copry
Rakosl differed in & qu from the Russian leaders, in TUAT

that he wanted & primar lykHungarian sort of Communlsm

in Hungary~ not the Russian type.n

B. On the relative pnpularitI of &ther Eastern European
nations, rospondet had the fo lowing to say: "Eastarn
Germany was most popular in Hung:ry because we wers
always hoping that the unification of Eastern and
Western Germany waould eventually bring about

& settlement of the whole Eastern European

problem, and with it our own,’

: = S _
Tha Czechs were\then) quite'Becasse they could remain
more indeépendent From Russia. Then Poland again was
popular because wa had abam about the same problams,

and Yugoslaviz too, bucause thay had the stranofit)
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and the courage to bresak with the Russ@ns. Bulgari
and Rumania were not popular in Hungary, "

"y believe that the sympethies toward the natilons
wara mastlﬁﬂdua to nations itself, However, it
was with the Yugoslav government with which we
sympathized because after all they brought about the
breaak with Russia.n

]
Would free elections be held in the other satelite
and Eastern European nations, I think that all of
them would break away from communiem, »

"As to the living standards in Europe, I believe that
Eastern Germany has reached the hiia st living
standard, followed by Czechoslovakia, then Hungary,
Bulgaria, and last Rumania.!

C. Oa& the Polish question, respondent's ideas

were the following: "Regarding Gomulka's policy I
believe that initially it was 2 righd step in

the right direction. However, dus to the events in
Hungary mes and the Russian interference and terror
now, he is compelled to show a good face to the
Russlans. I have the feeling that soonsr z% or
later he will also be dismissed ﬁimtha soviet Union,
for after all they do not trust off

"Events in Poland certainly did have an effect on events
in Hungary. Because in tﬁa beginning, the inspiration
after all, came from Poland, when we saw the Polish 'thaw’
carried out quite sffectively there. We were sincerely
fing that the other satelite natiness would follow

t ané that would have meant victory for all nations
this hemisphers. During and after the revolution,
however, all that was happenening outside Hungar
became falrly unimportant to us. After all at that

time we wera fighting for our lives and never

thought of any other natlon. However, we were extramalI
annnxad by the behavlor of the Czechs which was decidedly
hostile, I believe that they were quite jealous of

our getting more attentlon than they do and also

of our moral victory. Furtharmore, They also
were afraid to show sympathy toward Hungary mmmmdw maybe
because they thought that if they did so the Russians
might occupy their countzy.!

ho
su
in

'As far as I knew there were certain®$ changes in
tresdom of expression etc. in Ppland before Gomulka's

rlse to power, but I havel/verylittle about the riots " HEARD

in Poznan and the trials, and even this news was
extremely slanted., We certainly would not have prefered
the H,ngarian revolution to taks a path along Polish
lines because we were absolutely convinced that Prime
Minister Nagy would be ableto form a government

it

and to achieve all that the nation has demanded.,'!

D. On Tito, Yugoslavia and national Communism the
egespondrjet ssid: " National Communism 1f 2 political
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cocktall
zaatkaix epatxkaki and I am sure that it was Tito
who mixed it 2

Rezseminea Respondent then continued: "Excuse me Miss
but we had a sort of saying regarding mtional Communism,
It is just like a'hare's shit! it doesn't smell and

it is round, but nevertheless it is shit."

On her views of Tito's relations with the Wamksxm Eastern
Eurcpean nations, Russia and the West, respondnet sald:
"You know, Tito is behaving &éek like &hs field center
in a soccer game. He is really a turncoat and he

is very smart in ing to please sverybody.

Regarding his position with Hungary and the Hungarlan
ravoelution I am quite willing to admit that he was

in a tight spot at that time and he was very unwilling

to commit himself pro or con,”

hTitn is hmah behaving like what we call a amall
Stalin and quite a lot of adulation ls going on there
too. However, the population likes him, and he is qulte
popular, because they are convinced and thay know
tiat he 3% is deing awrrhting for the
benefit of the people

""As far as I was informed while in Hungary, the general
situaticn in Yugoslavia is far superior to ours in Hungarv.
There's more personal freedom, the working and living
cnnditi&ns'IﬁEi-EETTEIEHmHEh_LRIIi:. They also have
the cooperatives but these are not forced on the

people. There is also more personal freedom and £randng
of the press compared to the one we enjoyed in Hungary.'

E, On the Middle East, respondret said,

"I'm afraidVthat I kn@w about the situation in the
Middle Eastlonly through the 3lanted Hungarian press,
and the Communist Party verslon. Therefore I am
unable to give any ppiniog on it)”

FHuwevar, I am firmly eanvinced that the whole

flare up in the Near East was staged by tha Russians
who have a finger in every ple, and the evants
around the Suex Canal have greatly influednced

the Hungarian problem, and the settlement of our
revolution -they diverted the attention from the
Hyngarian frsedom fightefis.”

Ffﬂﬂgarding the living standards in West Garm&nI, as
far as I knew, they aes nearly as high if not hlgher,
than in the United States, 1t seems that Western
Germany and the United States are pimami competéng

with each other regarding the living standard and the
industry. The Russians en the ohher hend are trying

to win over Eastern Germany, and boosting up the
Industry and living standards thers., The difference
however is that while America is giving Western Germaay
the surplus in stocks and foodstuffs, Soviet Russia

is pouring everything that they rob from thess o THER
satalfitss into Eastern Germany.!
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I quite believe that the Germans would start another
war, but ngéz for the purpose of uniting the

two German and only against Russia, and

we hope they do, Regarding the West German rearmament
on the other hand, I do not believe that this question
is rightly put, befause after all, the strength of

an army cannot be judged by its number, Ekxulwayx

The strength is shown always by the spirit of that
érmy, Thorefors I believe tha spiritually the German
axmy is very much superior to all other armies
regarding technical equipment and also the morale

of the men., I have however no knowledge of the

lenghy ofx service in the West German army, 'l

When asked to compave the Garman eccupation

army to the Russian occupation army at the end of the
second world war, respondmet saids "Sinca the behagior
and intelligence of Gexrman occupation trocps is
far superior to that of the Russians, thay were of
course, far more papular,'’

"I cannot understand how you can ask which army was

better disciplined, The discipline and behavior
of German enlisted m#ﬂ'waa ¥ar su riufgﬁgginy Russian

genersal, that's all I can say, my nginiun thersfore,
the Russian occupation drmy was most unpopular Arso
in Hungary,

G. When asked what she knew about NATU, respondent
sald,m "NATO was widely discussed by ths Hungarian press,
but since that was autr&malg slanted I never beliesved
what they said and I did not know for what purpose

NATO was set up, And for the very same reason I cannot
volunteer to offer jou an opinion of the Warsaw Pact.

1t would be putting on airs if I did so."

Un the British Labor Party, respondent said:

I found it extremely lnteresting and it appealesd
greatly to meJ"How in a kinedom the Progressive
Vemocratic ideals of the people can also be represented
by the British Labor Party. 1 think this country, I
mean Britain is giving a wonderful axample how & people
can live and abide hyﬁﬁgﬁtﬁraditinnsJ'

\ h as I ould make out through the news I heard

lg: %ﬂg Ln;dnnniadin, the British Labor Party has accepted
and introduced several good points of the Communist
cgoctrine and hesig judged wall what the needs of the
workine class are,"

Cn the living standards of other Westsrn Eurocpean
countries, respondent had teh following opinlon:

che believed ikem that the living standard is highest
in Great Britain, followed by Western Germany then
ltaly. However, she could not say in which country,
Sovist Unien Egypt or Greece, the Living standazd is
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at its lowest.

H, Respondent 's reactions to the United States were

as follows:

"I/most struck by the unlimited freedom of every individual
politically and economically here in the inited States."

""on the other hand there was something else that struck
me as very interesting and unexplicable,V 1 am have { mere i 7 he U
worked in large enterprises and also in small private 3
companies ard hab% seen that the social welfare of the
workers ls cared for fuite differently. In a large
countdy it is like in a state. The social welfare of
the workers is very well taken care of, whereas
in & small privatdy owned enterprise khaxsmailast
no consideration is paid whatsoever regarding the
welfaxe of ths workers, An cwner here only gives
?EI?FWhit is strictly necessary and enforced by
aw,

Respondent's ideas on what the United States should

st do now for the peoplem and nations of Eastern Lurope
were as follows: "The United States should do now for
Eastern Europe what it should have done for Hungazy

at the time of the revolution. That is they ought to
do their utmost to force the Soviet Union to let free
eelections be held in all satelfite nations. As I see,
world policies are infleenced only by the United
States and the Soviet Union, and these two

countries are in a constant economic battle after

all, and if the Udlited States 1s not gaing to

show more strength, this economic warfare might bring
about a third World War.”

1 think the United States was quite right when it was
unwilling to give armed assistance to the Hungarian
frasedom fTighters, because ik too much would have been
involved with tht and it might have started & war.
Even 1f the attltude of the United States at that
time did do a great deal of harm to our cause,

I admit that it was the right thing to dw, However,
in the leong run, it is no ht to show weakness

all the time and lLeast economica tle United States
ought to put his or her foot down] because ths wvihaole
Eastern Furopean problem mus t abe settled, end the
soonar the better. ¥Yhe United States should give aid
to the present government of the 5te§ite nations only
in the case they can make absolutely sure t
this is ha not going to &e benefit of the satelflle
governments, but-s# the natiors only. It should try to
keap control as to where these economic aldﬁﬁara going

Aaogp and also %h what tie purposes i&.
Il

In the interstz of the Hungarian people I

believe that it is necessary that the diplematic relationship
with the Hungarian gnUﬁrnment and the Unlted States

he mbiainedx maintained ]

" The seople in Hungary would welceme the sight of Westexn
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visitors, for after all this way more and more
Americans could see for themselves the actual situation
in Hungary, and therefore understand the reason why
we have started our revolution.f
| _
; However, I do not think that it would be wise to send
newspapermen,As much as I have see préss here
in United States, & is always”after sensationalism,
and not accuracy,.¥x I think th: , politiciansiiT
and trade union men(Would bs muc sLteTR Lo Be senip)
to Hungary. Also ' that people who are goin
to Hungary, eught, at least,to understand the language,
The language hnrf&ar is an awfully great obstacle.
I see it now myself, and if Inu speak the language of
the country where you are going ama you always have
more first—hand informstion."

I’Tha people at home would also naturally like to see

Western books and E:rindicalﬂ, but this can only be

done when Hungary has achieved at least freedom of o

&he press; and &t that time I think it should be sent

all evexr the country. I also think that it would be

& good ima ildea to send newspapers, regular dailies

to the Eastern European countries and, and & +wo

different sor-t of newspapers, I am tﬁinking of the

Times and the Daily News, so that people of different

spiritual lawlsL m be able to enjoy the Western newspapers.’

"In fact I have thought right now of something that might
be quite useful. Maybe ax Hungarian newspaper could

be edlted for that purpose amd somehow by combining

the above mentioned two newspapers. This could be

a weekly only, but it should bontain the serious
articles and editorlals of the Times and then again

the picture part of the Daily News., I'm sure that
ltp;par-}ike this would meet with immediate success

at home.

"as long as the Er&sant regime is ruling in Hungary,
I am sure that it would do only harm to our people
at home if the Hungariad iles were assmiated whth
the above mentioned activities.'

"In 1948 we certainly heard sbout the Marshall Flan,
but it was the ususl way as it was presered to the
Hungarian peufla. We were mads to fear tle acceptance
of the Marshall Flan, becauseras they told us,that
would lead to another world war, so the Hungarian
government was instructed by the Soviest Union not te
accept the Marshall aid. I have heard Gero speak on
this subject myself and he viclently attacked the
Marshall Plan.. In mz opinion, Hungary does not

need anybm sconomic help. Ths moment thi&t the Russian
reparation paymerts are stopped and the country is no
longer exploited by the Soviet Union, Hungary will be
able to stand on her own feet. "

I‘As to why Americes became involved in the Korean War
in 1950, here again we were told that the Korean conflict

e Sp———
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broke out after the violation of the Korean border

by an American plane, which was trying to taks militry
photographs. Therefore 1 was unable to form any
opinion as the real resons why America became inveolved
in the Korean war." /)
Of course

I. On the United Nations: <ssid all confidance put

into the United Nations and an effective action

of thelr part have besn lost after the Hungarian

mvolution. We felt somehow that the United Natlons

2350 is only Interfer®ing if theres is something to be
gained materlially, and they did not aﬁpraciita the

moral fowee and ;riving force of the Hungarian revolutlion. ”

"I think that we were fully justified in expecting moral
support from the United Nations, and I personldg never
thought of any armed intﬁrfaranns, I am very sorry
to say, but this was the opinlion*&ver body, that
the oll in the Near East wamx was much more important
than the blood-shed by the Hungarian freedom fighters.

If the Unlted Natiogh continues to display

such WwW<Efw policy, it will lose all popularity

among the samller rnitlons if it hasn't already.

After all was it so impossible to enforce the Ul widd=Sar=riows
that free elections be held in Hungary? "

( Mk
Due to the above outright AZhavior of the Unlted Nations,

nobody in Eastern Europe believes in any effective

UN action for Hungary or for the other diellite nations.

Even 1f did try to do something now,the Soviet Union

would just shrugy it off.”
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XV1I. KNOWLEDGE OF AND ATTITUDES TOWARDS SELECTED PERSONALITIES

When asked whether she could tell us whe was the greatest
livin Huni:rian and why, respondent saidi

I'T believe is Paul Maleter, if he is still alive.”

VA ve

[
Alsnth;Etar made a8 great mistakead when at the time
of the second world war he, together with his units, went

over to the Ruhlssians and'@auapted Russlan military

rank and favors from the t Union. WNevex 258
during the revolution 5
atoned for all his mistake$. He was w g to put

his 1ife at stake for the Hungariesn freedom and

also he hls gendus of a born lesler,letried

to organize the resistance eflths Hungagan freedom " awd
fighters, From what I have heard from different young
men who have fought under him, he is quite a legencary
person in Hungary. He is a born leader and his whole
personality is extramely « It is due to

his mextremely able leadership that the Hungarian xw
revolution was able to hold out as long as it did.

Some psople compared him to the famous legendary figuze
of General Bem, the Polish hero./

Respandunixihatxkhexxsagtix Respondent's reation to
& number of persons of importance in world affairs
were as follows:

'@rimu Minister Nagy is a politlicdan who although fundamentally
a leader of the Hungarian paasantrr,wis aware of the p
wishes of all three social classes.’ He was not a chauvanist
and his program was axantlzmwhat the Hungarian nation

wanted, and which 15 more portant, he was irusted
implititqu by everybody."

llGardinal.Mindszenty;- while he was free and able to
direct the affalrs of the Roman Catholic church we were
always ﬁﬂﬁﬂ that our church was in gqood handsg

LWL were also fully aware of the polltical might
that stood behind him, and this was something that
endangered the expaasion of communism in Hungary,
Therefore, the communist authorities had to put

him behind bars quickly,

"Rega:ﬂing the character and political activities of
Ha

k, there were many explanations. I judgs him
tb have been a very ruthless and brutal man, He
headed, iIn fact installed,the hated AVH and using
them as a forceful weapon he wanted to establish Naticnal
comnunism also in Hungary. Howaver, he was batrayed.
I like to call him a political Tosca.'

‘Gero-~ this one is a dirty lousy criminal,”

Kadar-"He is a pitiful man who has been ill-treated
by every party until he became a political nonentlit
and amm an idiot. It is impossible to understand thst

if of sound mind, anyone would have accapted such 3
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dirty rols,!

General Kiraly- whaixixkeaxexhimxExxe The political
. attitude of this man is very doubtful., For what I &

have heaxd about him I wouldn't put my tzust in him,
He seeme to be a turncomat to me, An ay during
the revolution, I never heard him ment oned,”

) Kethly-''this lady has the character of a man, She

was the first one who openly dared to criticidze

the wegime. She is a forceful character and a

fierce 8Social Democrat. At the time when Szakasits "

and Marosan came back from Russian Ws-cars, Missl .Z';'g -
Kethly told them: " THis is for what you have sold

Hungarian honor."

When asked what she thought of Presfdent Eisenhowers
respond saids: "Unfortunately, he“again we only knew M1
through distorted picture that the Hungarian communist
pPress gave us. Since I have been in the Unitad

States faronly a couple of wesks, it wouldn't be falr __ _
to pass judgement on him. However,/what I have seen U F P om
here in America, the great prosperity and economic boom,

I am E#ra that all of this reflects on his qualities~

he mus'tbe a very able lesader if he is able to

achieve the kind of democratic prospority that is
Prevailing here in the United States., I t also

sesms to me that in order to safeguard the peace of

other nations, he is aven willing to mmkaxz ask

sacrafices from his own nationg, I sincerely beliove

that he is sexrving the walfare o—f his natisn and
according to grandmother(who has been living

here in the United States for the last iorty years

and who is a great admirarer of Presidént E senhower,)
people never had ét so iund under any president.

She also gsaid that Presldent Eisenhower id ‘the

only man in the United States who does not underestimate
the Russlans, I/

"I must sinceraly admit that I dislike Secratiry Genaral
Hammarskold and for tha very reason that he acted
very feebly during the Hungarian crisis, It seemed
to us that he was stalling for time until tha Hungarian
government could veto his comlng to Hungary. I
. wish he would not occupy the post that he docs
right now.,"”

i
C. On Sewretary Dulles, I can agaln say that he was
élways presented in a very sdanted way to us
in Hungary., As much as I have heard and seaen here .
he seems to be the right hand of President cisenhowsr, "

' I do not know very much zbout former British Prime
. Minister Eden. As & woman I must say that he is
én extremely good looking old man, I also believa
that he is a great diplosat,!

E. "I somehow never likewformer President Truman. The
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late President Roosevelt at least showed that he was
pre=Russian, With Presidenté Elsenhowsr, the
welfare of the people comes first, but with former
President Truman I never knew what he wanted, He
wanted to solve every problem by war, "

On other selected personalitles, respondent saids
“1 never heard the name Mikoyan."

Nehru of Indla by his repeated statements did a great
harm to Hungary because the sanctdéons and

resolutions of the United Nations were always
postponed,”

Generalissimo Chiang~Kai-Chek - I cannot make
him out, I do not know his aims, I do not
see clearly."

]
Ferenc Hagy-lthis men we never liked, because dhere A7
were times when Hungary needed him badly he let
down the count#y and escaped to theh West, People
of such quality are no longer nseded in our country.
I have heard that during tga revolution he wanted
to return to Hungary., He wouldn't have been welcomad
I am sure of that.) %

b 3 quite liked former Fresident Roosevelt before he |
suddenly bacame such good frisnds with the Russians.

By aupplying the Russians with war material and
selling out Eastern Europe to the Russians he was
mede very unpopular tc me,” '

T
- I [ERE

NI nust gquide—Srenicty admit”I hate Stalin-and mevertheless

i

i
|

I admire him for his qualities- what he has done for
the Soviet Union, After all it seems allittle

ironical to me that a man who was wanted ifor robbery
can bacome the head of the large Soviet Union,
Neverthaless In thirtr-five years ha had brought about
ecdnomic and soclal change in Russia whlch otherwlse
would have taken at least five hundred yeaxzs.'

H. ' I wouldn't trust Malenkov very much and I
don't think tét he is a man of very high qualities.
Even his name suggests th@il Malenkov means in
Russian the 'Lit%ge Onet."

I admire General Franco varz much, He was able tho
put an and to the Spanish Civil war."

3. "1 never heard of aAneurin Bevan. @ho is ha?

K. “:—{hrushchav is the shbesi slyest politlcian ever.
He was even able to beguile the smart British politicians.
in fact 1 was gquite appalled when I heard that he was

recelved by the quesn of Englarfde and even went to kiss
her ak hand.’

Of Tito 1 have talked before if I remember well."



0

. Paron I don't :‘:nuw}as 1 said before.
. ‘ e
" Molotov is the one who n&a}ﬁnat brains among the
Russian politicians,; however I bellieve that
Khrushchev puts a check ¢n him,”

"I know that Ollsnauer is heading the Western German
Social Democriats, but all we have heard of him in the

. Hungarian press does not entitles me to give an
opinion on himn."
f/ WL

; frime Minister Churchill besss younger and besa
aple to rewmaln at his post, I am sure that with his
far-reaching and farSthinking diplomacy he would ba
the only man who could insure world peace,(/
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AVIII. ATTITUDE TOWARDS EXILES AND EXILE ACTIVITIES

A. As to who escaped from Hungarv to the West,
xke respondent gave the following resume:

"I believe that the escapees were of all social classes
and of various ages. Thes mﬂjnriaz of them however
were in the youngerx aga-grnu§. coursa most of tham
came from Budapest, especially the students and young
workers who took part in the revolution, Then

many W Jews came out too. These people thought

that it would be more profitable fer them to come

to the free Western worlda I think that the Jews

in Hungary were not so much all and out foxr a fres
Hungary, but rather for free enterprise. Furthermore,
people who had relatives in America like myself

jumped &t the opportunity. Also muila who agalin

like ﬂzlll myself were fed up with living under
Communist oppression awd were longing teo live in
freedom at last.'

" Those who remained home were mainly people who had

strong family ties, people who were old or 1ll,

also people hwb were scared to start life anew and

facé the future in an unknown woxrld, Further of

course were the communists who now have taken over again
and who had nothing to fear from a returning

communist regime.n

"In mi opinion people in Hungary either say,”those
e

people were smart who left," others are a little bit
jealous that we succeeded in leaving. But on the
whole I am surs that thessz people slncersly hope that
we who managed to escape to the West will serve the
Hungarian cause effectlvely.”

i Assuming that people in Hungary would have a chance

to come to the West I am not so surs that manl
people mma would still want to come out; becatse

of what has happened to the Hungarian refugess

in the last weeks after the first waves of compassion
have died down- does not encourage anybody to leave,
Wwe have seen that comparitively smaller countries
than America have done a greit deal more for the

refugees. I do not want to ciitlicize fhe United

%tates or seem to be ungrateful, 1'm just gquoting
acts.!

The communists whe shave taken over again in Humary

would of course never come out. The morgso because
they can be sure that no country will acceptthem,

B, Regarding Hungarian exile organlzations and
individuals who have been active in the West in ths

last ten years, respondent said that she had heard about
the activities of these people and organizations only
through Radic Free Europe., Nevertheless she could not

name any of them. Wwhen handed the list she had the
following comments:
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"1 have heard that the MHBK,an organization of former Hungarian

officers in Austria has organized troops of volunteers
to come to the assistance of the Hungarian revolution,
This is the only time I heard about the MHBK./

hI have heard about the Christian Democratic Union,
but we did not trust this Union very much.i

I THe Internatlonal Confederation of Frse Trade Unionists
in Exile was of course violently attacked in Hungary
by the Communist press, sa ini that it was not set
up for the workerws but only in order to defend
international politigs.!

On the 1list of individuals, #8 respondent had ths
following comments:

Ferenc NHQ?l“Uf this man I have alreacdy said what I
have to say>

"Mr. Eckhardt is not very pnfqﬁar in Hungary because
we thﬂuﬂht that bF after all™has left Hungary
—#o® such a long time t the could nokt possibly
have any contacts with the Hungarian psople.l

" Charles Peyer to my mind and from what I have heard
from my father, heshetrayed the workers. The
Social Democrats back at home violently disliked him, M

Y We have heard durlng the revolutisn that Otto of
Hapsburg intended to return to Humary after the
revolution was over. No thank you, we do not
want him back again.,"

"1In my my gpinion Admiral Horthy did only one decent
thing during his long career and that wss when
the Szalasi government geverament wanted to take
over, he put down the arms and asXed for Western
assistance, For the tragedies that befell Azi his
family 1 was deeply sorry for him as a family man,
but I never approved of his politics.”

?%%EEJ

“You have been(Many questions about so many paople,
som@ of them are really unimportant to my mind,

Why doesn't an nnﬁtfsk anyting about the late ___
Count Telaki,\ D&

sacraficed hls life so as to keep Hungarian honoz
clean., I wish people in the West would know a
Little more about him."

When asksd about the Eeupla who left Huncary before
'96, whether or not they have accomplished or

trisd to accomplish anything for Hungary, respondnet
said: "The majority of these people,l am suve, have sot
oy dons thingsf%ur material reasons,(But in fact v uwe
truly and honestlyZhave tried to serve the Hungarian
cause and @ their best., Te my mind they did not ha=

was a2 true Hungarian who Vohur o ﬁﬁvFGHEHJW-

I-|
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tha connaections and the power to work more
effectively toward their purpose.!

I
fnuring the revolution we were sipceraly haping that
they would be able to achleve somethlng; and 1in fact
we were hng:ng thatx Miss Kethly would return and
take part our new govesnment.”

Y

C. RazspumimixRasxrnixneixanyxiurgatizasmha
ERERpaElxzEx Hesiximdaaxbutoeniuxradiexungury

taiExxany Hespondent did k aople LT
geft Hungaxry before '56 gﬁﬂﬂ:ﬂﬂﬁhfg“gﬁggg n mentioned

a8 coupls of names for instance, theopera sénger
Alexander Sved., Then she mantinned & writer whose
name she forgot. Further anothera acton FPAGER. .
Qf these people, respondent was of the opinion that
they returned because they were homesick, just

plain homesick, The writer who r&tuwed led to
criticlze the American way of living' publicig

in order to make good, Respondiit also mentioned +ug
4 very blatant €ase of a famous actress Giselle
Sajor whox in ordar not to cooperate and in fear ofs=
réprisals committed sulcide with her squally famous
sSugeER surgefon husband.

D. Respondnat thuught that people in Hungary would

like to know how their next of kin who came to the west
are faring and whaether the living standard is indesad

as high as alledged by Radio Free Europe.” On the

other hand, what people back home really should know

is in my opinion hpw much rights and privileges the
American working ss has/- suid ReserwbizeeT,

r'Hﬂgarding what the exiles should do now, I believe that
the old Hungarian lmmigrants, cooperating with the
néw immigrants, should put their heads together and
Listen to each other and coordinate their actions so
as to presdnt effectively the Hungarian cause to
the whole world,”

'In-stead of being quite jealous that we are being
given preferential treatment by the United States, the
old immigrants should closely cooperate with us.

I would like to tell thoss old immigrants that

by living twelve years under Soviet domination

we indeed have deserved the treatment ihia that

we have received hxm here by the Americans./

v Personally what I could do,: I would imegine thiat

since I do nd know a thing about politics, I would prefer

to show with my work and with my behavior my

great admiration and respect toward thE&lhation, VY™Mun, cap/

anc I also wish to become later on a good citizen of
this country.!

fihen asked whethez she would like to jo#n &n
exile organizatien, 2&m reapendent szid:




"I admit sin:aralI and honestly, I would prefer

to live allittle bit for myself, at least in
the beginning and learn Englisﬁ properly so 1'll

be able to knbw

Later on howaever, I think that I would like to

Join an organization that holds all the Hyngarian
immigrants of the three different :atagnr{i&

if I can sai it this way, because I do no

believe that people who have come out at different times
should be separated. It is extrsmely important that

all Hungariancooperate .

On the various Hungarian political partdes before

'48 respondriet sald:

1 thurnughty disapproved of the many political

parties that sprang up before 1948 because 1

attribute the ﬁt:angtganing and the might of the
Communist party to the fact that the strength of

the nation was divided hIntha various iuliticll partiems,
1 have never heard anvthing about parties amsixax in
exlle, The partles that sprung up after the revolution
committed exactly the same mistake, ad the parties
before the revolytion. The forces were split.wg.

#d always criti d disapproved of the movements
to organize dlately) so many political parties,
I do not think that more n two parties would have been

neces in a free Hungary, or let us say three,

I am thinking of the Social Democratic Party, the

Small holders Party and for the sake of democracy,

the communist party, knowing that sooner or later

this party will die. Besides the setting up of too
manI political partles was quite contrary to what Prime
Minister Nagy would have wahted us to have.!

"1 weuldn*t have approved that exlile aroups that went
intc exile previously should have returned to Humgarys
to participate in the political life. These people
were awazafrnm Hun?a:y for ten to twalve years. They r
did not have the close contactmym with the people anymore. "

£. When asked about her own plans for the future
respondant sald: "At prssent I do not feel like eeturning
to Hungary, b especially not under a communist

regime, Ii Hungar; M is ever liberated, then I certainly
shall return, but

”If I ever have children here in the United States I
certainly want them to learn Hungarfan as well
as kEnglish,”

or a visit only."

better the aims of the United Netiom=.Sto TS



A. On the radio: respondgt disitosed tha she listened
to the BBE, the Hungarian broadcasts from France,

> Radlo Free Europe, and sometimes the Hungarian
broadcasts from Madrid, Spein.

According to respondent the radio broadcasts of

BBC were had%gajammad. Respon also says that due

to the faest t she dnesn't‘:f any foreign

languages she always listenéito the Hungarian broadcasts,
and whenever possible to the BBC which she favored among
all thebthers. She also sald that on Saturdays and
Sundays, she listened to the non-political

programs of Radlo Free Europe, and the same sgands

for ths French Radio broadcasts,

Respéndent did not have asz radio. She usually listenad
with some friends, the whole family and a coupla of
acquaintances,

when asked whther she heard of Western broadcasts second hand,
respondgt said "Believe me whenever two Hungrians

met in the street or anywhere else the first question

‘was: "Did you hear what the foreign radlo said

today?"

nThlri was risk involved in listening the -4he radio
broadcasts, and therefore people usuallI 3 did it in

great sacrecy behind c¢losaed doors and windows,

gven if it was not under penalty the authorities

always used it as m a pretext. They could always

rig a auwple of charges against you by saying

that ns was listening to foreign propoganda or

disseminatlng subversive propagandail

Respondenfprefered the broadcasting of the BBC to

% all other adcasts. She was of the opinion that the
BBE had very reliable news, It was extremsly
factual. On the othsr hand, RFE was inciting

. instead of calming down tempers in Hungry.
Raspondent also disliked the way RFE was putting
over its news. She mentioned a broadcaster
by the name of Gallicus whom she particularly
disliked for his wa¥ 0f giving the news over the
Radio. "As to tha effect that these broadcasts had
in Hungary before the revelution, as I said before
they waere decidedly inciting. wﬁan the revolution
broke out we were under the impression that due

. to previous broadcasts Vestern help would be
forthcoming. Ouring the revolution of the other
hand, all of the sudden they revised their
attitude, To my ming REE was primarily disseminating "WT) -

Russian propaganda han serving the intevests

G the !'IL-'.-",g.'i;._'i_.g.. BEOT L
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‘!Havarthalass, Radio Fres Europe,in my opinion, should
continue by all means to send héuadﬁuats intd Hungary,
however, not in the old manner. Thez should imitate
rather the BBC, I am sure that stra ght news,

- litical and sconomical will always be welcome,

ever, Hungary does not need any anti-communist
propaganda anymore, On the other hands B;ugrnma

= about life in Western Europe and in the United States

would certainly be very welcome./

B. Haspun&%t has not seen or heard of FEP leaflets,

C. However, she has heard about leaflets that were
sebtt into Hungary bz the means of balloons, She
has not seen them however, Respondret was also
very skeptical about the effect of leaflets and
she thought she didn't see much reason for
continuing to do so,

0. Respondent was of the opinion that even though

the different Western irnupa have basicallzrtha same goals,
these groups nevertheless should pool the money and
their resources together so that only one organization
remains who can carry out an effective program.

Respondant particularly mentioned here in advising

the United Nations effectively in the Hungarian cause.

She addad: "We do not want propaganda, we want actlions,”
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A. When asked about her ideas of bringing

uE children,
reiﬁ-nndent sald: "My ideas of bringing up children CovFLiCT
with the ideas of bringing up children hers in

the United States. 1I think that it is very important

that children be taught respect toward the elders, peaewr S,
tasachers and superiors, Children should

be taught love for God and country and for the
neighbor. They should be taught a dignified behavior

but thatlnet of pride, vocate very strongly the
discipline of children, if necessary) even sgﬂg
Bryii:al Punishment, I bealieve that e vaery

g

_ ing boys and ii:ls should be brought up in the
sameVand the same d sciplinary mesures should be

used against them. However, the individual character
of the child always Plays a great part in education, /

When asked how whe was disciplined when a child,
easpondnkt saids "We were brought up in the old-fashioned
manner and had to obey our parents implicitely,

I remember once at sé 1, I was, I believe six or

seven years odd, I was extremely lively and therefore
distracted the attention of the others, My teacher

sent a little notto my mother and then I got a terrible
beating from hoth of my parents, In faxx fact if

1 misbehaved, event to the age of twenty, I got

8 slap in the face now and then from my parents/

|
ll;-;ﬂmnng people I knew, children who were over six
were also punished, regardless of age or-sex,

OUr parents and our elders, and it was un eardfhat
any child would take Up arms against his parents
as I have read here so many times in the nevwspapers.,v

l'I do not believe that education hese in Hungary was
different- or let us say bringing up children wes
“tfferond~in the different socis ckssed, It was
always different ascording to ths intelligence of the
parents, that's all, Furthermore, education and bringing
up children was closely connected with religlon back
home. Children were taulght to distinguish between
bad and good, and every parent tried more or less to
be a pedagogue when pbrincing up children.!

"Even the communist regime sooner or later found out
that children have to be brought up with the cooperation
of the parent and the tzazhingscisss mclasa.

The communist regime in the beginning, howevar, imagined
that by instigating the kids against parents they

could use them fur%ral purposes. This was a
great mistake, 1 that the mistake was on

thedm paxt because within the-families 1n genered, HUNG ANy

2" | N T e A 'ﬂﬂf‘;‘.




ar

G0=F X860

N '
THE WORD OF ThE PARENMIS wAS Avisala rATIVE 1

In=Hung=ry.

”Pﬁnpla in Hungry in general stopped admimister

hysical punishment to boys around 14 and a liiggu
it earlier for girls. Since the communist took over

in Hungar«i.:rﬁ parents were very reluctant to punish their

children Kslcall at a later age, because they were(
no longer physicakly punished at school, and also the
commun a’}. regime incitad the f£children against their
parents,

! punishment in general is abandoned always accerding

to the parents and the children’s individual character,
or the family atmosphere. I cannot quote here any
exampleas, because during the communist regime we

were alread %ruwn up and have not seen how other
people diacwﬁainﬂ their kids. Therefore I really
cannot say t changes communism has brought about

in this respect ra¥ardlng frequency of parental
punishment, kind of punishmentfetc.”

" However, I can very well¥ tell how we wore disciplined

In school during our first slx years bacause I did not
finish eight years, I had only 8ix grades before

the comm took over in Hungary. The disciplinary
»SBures consisted of getting a rap on our knuckles,
donkey's sars put on our backs, we were put in the
cornexr, we had to write d a hundred times, I did
this or that, then the tagagr was sending a report
card to the parents and finall children were
completely unmanageable they were expelled from school.

Techniques of discipline under ths commun$t regime
changed to the effect that physical punishment was
abendoned, all the ways mf and means of punishment
could be enforced,

On friendship, respindent had the following to say:
"I believe t the fundamental and most important
bagis of a f:landshir is sincerity. Further I think
that friends should love ezch other despite all

the faults they may have,.

id

Personally myself, I prefer that a fréend of mine should

have more brains than I have and whom I can requFtJ‘

“Hega:ﬂing changes in friendship under the communist

regime, I believe that psople bacame more
cautious with whom they made.friends. Scare and
Jealousy has upmnilki spoided many friandships.
scare, maybe he will betray me after all, and
Jealousy that the frlend has an easier time than
the other party has,'
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