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I11. MAJOR SALIENCE AND VWARM _UP QUESTIONZ

A, In my opinilon, the Americans should be told the politlcal,
economic and auc}al consitions in Hungary before the outbresk of
the revolution, ‘hey would. then know why the revelution broke out
and what its purpose was, ‘hey would then be able to understnad the
great enthusiasm of the revolutlon in Hungary. It is my belief that
the present Hungarian revolution was the most spontaneous is the
history of the world,



II. MAJOR SALLIENCE AND WARM=UP QUESTIONS

A, In my opinion, the Americans should be told the policitcal,
economic and social conditions in Hunbary before the ocutbreak of

the revolution. They would then know why the revelution broke out and
what its purpose was. They would then be able to understand the great
anthusiasm of the revolution in Hungary. It is my bellef that the
present Hungarian revolution was the most spontaneous revolution in
the history of the world.

II1. CHRONOLOGY OF PERSONAL EXFERIENCES AND ATTITUDES DURING THE
HEVOLUT ION

A. B. On October 22, 1 was working in Nyeregesujfalu., Nothing un=-
usual happened there that day, nor did we have any presentiment of
what was going to happen.

On the murnini of the 23, the Hungarian radio played the natlional
anthem several times in succession. An appeal was broadcast to every-
one to put out their flags. We went to work as usual, but before the
end of the day, we heard that Hakosi had disappeared and that student
demonstrations were taking place in Budapest. The cause of the demon-
strations was that the students' demanded that the government revoke
its order which compelled all university students to perform mili-
tary service for two years.

S
Next morning, on Oct. 24, the Budapest radlo broadcast an appeal
for averyone to stop work., The demands of the Budapest university
students were read over the radio, Among otherg things, they re-
quested and demanded that the Russians leave the country.

About noon that day, deveral truckloads of young workers and stu-
dents came over to Nyeregesujfalu ¢ from Esztergon. Their trucks
were decorsted with the Hungarian flags. No Communist emblems could
be seen on the flags.

The young workers and students told us to stop work. An open air
meeting was held at which we sang the Hungarin national anthem and
some one recited a KLU/ godn/ Kossuth poem, We decided not to
work until the Russians left Hungary.

The students and workers requested the young poeple of Nyeregesuj-

falu to gg wi theT ba:i ti ﬁszta:gun. Wa w%:d told that the
Russians dug themselves in in the c3ztergon fort and from there,

they had been firing on the demonstrators, killing several of then,
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The trucks started a shuttle service between Esztergon and tXd/
Nyeregesujfalu and practically everybody went to csztergon.

1 was among the last to arrive, ithen 1 got there, the crowd had

alrsady decided to free the political prisoners from the local jail.
ate

The way to the prison led through the so-called "dark A{gH{". Near

the gate, we saw two armored cars. In them were soldiers in Hungarian

uniforms. This was not suspicious to us and we were not afraid be-

cause we had already heard that most of the Hungarlan army, espec-

lally the troops stationed in TAKAMAMAA nearby, had gone over to

the side of the uprisers. Tatabanya

when the crowd attempted to ?n past the dark gate, the soldiers

in the armored cars began to fire on us. It turned out that the sol-
diers in Hungarian uniform were Russians. Many panﬁle died, ameng
them a young girl who worked in the laboratory with me.

We went back to Nyeregesujfalu. Both factories , that is the chem-
ical factory and the other factory in Nyeregesujfalu, a construction
material factory, decided not to continue work. Everyone was out

on the strests, all da{. The next jay, I believe that was Oct. 25,

A revolutionary council was formed in Nyeregesujfalu.

A committee came from gf Gyor, they called themselves, the
peasant revolutionary delegates, An elder man, a peasant by appear=-
ance, led them. The meeting was held of all the people in Nyerege=
sujfalu, The Hungarian national anthem was sung, speeches were made,
poems of Petofi recited. The crowd chesred and was very enthusiastic.

At this meeting, we adopted a resolution not to continue work in
either of the factories for as long as the Russians were in Hungary.
we knew that this resolution meant millions of dollars of loss in
the chemical factory because, for example, in our lbboretory,
experiments concerning the production of orlon and perlon were in
progress and these required constant work and wvigilance.

Z¥ They turned the day the miners from Dorog came over, Most of
them were young miners. With them came students from Esztergon.

They brought grms for our young people, The workers militia was
formed and guards were statloned outside the factory. A delegation
of miners came over, also, and warned us not to start work, because
if we do so, they will cut off our géve® power and water supply and
they will blow up our factory.

We also heard that the miners lald mines I on the railroad tracks
between Dorog and Csztergon.

Through the radio, we knew exactly what was guingnun jn Budapest.
Many of our boys went to Budapest tot take part the fighting.
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Uuring all this time, nobody thought of the consequences. Everybody

was elated and enthusliastic, I think that the general enthusiasm in

Hungary was not greater during the revolution of 1848 than 1t was in
1956,

What we wanted from the government was listed in the demands of the
Budapest university students. At first, it appeared to us that the
government Wgdld also, wanted exactly what the people wanted., For
example, dt first, we thought that Kadar is also on the side of the
revolution, but, I personally felt that as long as the Russians are
s5till in Hungary, we have not much hope.

The majority of the fighters and demonstrators were young people,
students and young workers, Both sexes were equally represented.

I do not know who nrianized the demonstrations and lead the fightin?
in Budapest. I feel it was the unikversity students. In Nyeregesujfalu
AXdrd, there was no orgznization or planning in agvance.

But there was a young engineer in our factory who was very popular
amnn? the workers., VWhen the revolution broke out, the director of
our tactory, who was a top Communist, was deposed and this young
engineer was elected in his place by the workers. In general, he
w;ﬁ recognized as the leader in Nweregesujfalu. He told everyone
what to do.

The first slogans 1 heard were the following: This country is Hun=-
garian, every Russian should go homw; also, Throw Rakosi into the
Daoube and Gero after him,

Everyone tock part in the fighting from the age of 8 and 10 to
40 and 50, The vast majority of the fighters were students and
young workers, I do not know what the situation was in the
villages, There was a large military camp near Esztergon and even
the officers joined the revolutionists. In Esztergon, the entire
police force sided with the revolution. That is, the Blue pélice,

I heard from some of the students who were iﬁ the fighting, that the
stddents and workers were organizing platoons. I do not know any
details.

During the fighting, 1 was not afraid. No one was afrald. Our feelings
were gnminateg by an intense hatred for the Russlans, but we hated
the Hungarian Communists and the AVD even more.

Immecdiately after the Esztergon massacre, we realized thht we were
unable to do much against the Russians withput arms. Later, we acquired



arms, but the Russians withdrew from E£sztergon,

The news that the government had called the fussians in to aid against
the revolutionists caused much embitterment and resenfment among us.
We were outraged because the government branded the revolutionists

as fascists.,

We were egtremely happy when we heard that the Russians were with=-
drawing from Budapest. ctverybody thought that the revolution had

won and that, untimately, the Russians would go out of Hungary. 1 was
wather pessimistic about this because 1 know that one cannot ever

+rust the Russians.

when the Russians were out of Budapest, everyone was exclited, Ve
were constnatly sitting beséde our radios, and listening to what was

happening.

By the end of the week, we were somewhat disappointed and thought
that the Russians would not go out of Hun?ary. Everyone Wwas
always out on the streets. The young people wanted to go to Buda=-
paest to take part in the fighting if the Russians should return.

G. We first heard that the Russians were returning throughf the
radlo, That was on Nov. 4, Allegedly, it was Kadar who called in

the Russians the second time.

we heard that the Russlans were apprﬂachin% and were already at
the outskirts of Nyeregesujfalu, Everyone led to the cellars.

There was a general feeling of dispair. The workers said that they
#ould blow up the factory, rather than give it over to the Russians.

However, the news concerning the approach of the Russians turned
out to be a false alarm. The Russians went only as far as Tatabanya.
On the night of Nov,4, very many Hussian tanks #Aré¥ went through
Nyeregesujfalu in the direction of Dorog.

Je heard the sound of fighting from the neighboring hills. ‘hese
hills were dotted with small villages and settlements in which
partisan groups were very active. A large number of Russian tanks

?ara destroyed.  he Russians went with tanks after them in the
orests.

After the fighting died down, ZH£€ 1t was announced that all the
workers must resume work in the factories., I did not know what to
do., 1 reallized that it would be the end of my unlversity studies
if I refused to go. The engineer in charge of the research labera-
tory told me and the four other students to go back to work even
if we did not do anything in the laboratory.

We went to work, but very few workers resumed work. The miners
sent word that they would blow up the plant if we continued to work.
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The wemen threw rotten egge and tomatoes at the strile hreakers.

Por three nighte in succession, the Ruselan tanks went through Nyeregesujfalu

in:hfggéﬁfhumufﬁmw-mum:mﬁhu;1n1iunﬁrmmunntﬁ'thhuﬂhw.:!una1nmr

:

On the 15 of Nove, I went by trein to Kemerom to my wncle. At the reilrcad station
ih Komerom, I saw many Russlans and Hussien tanks. OCn one of the rallroad eidings,
there were three box cars, sealed and guarded by the Bussisns. The people said that
yumq;:iwulzghuﬁltu1u#¢nm¢dlmrthaIﬁumﬁans1mnﬁuin.thstﬂﬂ:nlrs-EMHtluqmnmad

t

In Komorom, I had & first counsin swho was 2 university student in Budspest and |
who slso took part in the Dighting, He was woriied because the lron box
in which the roll of his_company was kept, had been broken open
and stolen by someone. Alhe roll contalned the names and places of
birth and addresses of the members of the company., It was stolen
probably by one of the Communist students. There were a few
gudents who were Communists who had to fear for their lives when=s

the reveolution broke out, but who became much bolder when the Russ- |
ians came in.

My aunt and uncle told my cousin that he must leave the country.
He attempted three¢ times to get out, but he was wlways caught by

the Russians. They turned him back three times, taking his name
tnd address.

On one occasion, he was detained for three days by the Russians.
My couain studied Russian in school and could speak Russian., He
spoke with one of ML&  the officers, Wthen the officer asked him
why Le was attempting to get out of Hungary, he amswered: "If the
Russians don't leave, then I must leave." He also spoke with some
of the Russian soldisrs guarding him, The soldiers told him that
they did not want to fight agaisnt the Hungarians,

#hen the dussians let him go, my cousin came back to Komorom.

At home, his parents told him to start again and they also advised
ve and their daughter to go with him. My uncle sald that he would
«.plain things to my mother. In the meantime, a friend from Nyer=
ejrsujfalu also came and the four of us declded to go.

Wie started on the 18th. wWe went by train from Kéidd Komorom
to Lorog, We had letters from an aunt in Gsapn&g esking us to come
and ‘etch her, because she was afraid to come alone,
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In Dorog, we did not stay at the rallraod station until the next
train came next morning, but went into a hotel instead. We were
very lucky in dnininthis because, as we heard later, over 200
people were taken to custody at the station that night. They were
all suspected of wanting to go across the border.

A patrol consisting of a Russian soldler, a Blue policeman and an
AVC soldier, raided the hotel at ll o'clock that night, Ve were
fortunate, they were not local people and had no idea where Csepreg
was,

Two young men were in the next room. They refused to open the door
to the Hussians, The door was finally broken in and the patrol
took them away.

Next mornina, we continued ocur journey by train until Celldomoldok.
Here we had to change trains for Csepreg. On the both trains, the
passengers were openly speaking about their plans to go West. The
train personnel also knew this. One young man jokingly asked a
conductor to give him a ticket as far as Vienna. lie got off the
train several stations before the border, The passengers formed
groups and started off on foot iIn the direction of Austria,

To avoid suspicion, the four of us avoided the other groups. lie
walked along the railroad tracks, At one station, the railroad
attendant telephoned ahead to the other statlion, warning them to
be on the look=-out for us, If the AVO or the Russians s up,
someone was to come and notify us. At that time, the border wasf |
already patrollesd by Hussians and AVO,

We arrived at the next statlon on Nov. 19 just before midnight.
The railracd man £€ warned us to remain concealed there, and
advised us to contied our jnurnaz only after 3:30 because that
was the time when we were least likely to encounter patrols.

We waited until 3:30 and started off again. An old railraod

worker led us for a conslderable distahce until we could see the
lights of an Austrian village, _here, he bade us good-bye and teold
us to go in the direction of thé lights.

We continued our way very quietly,d It was extremely dark and

I could see practically nothing. But after we arrived in Austria,
my cousin tufd me that we passed near three tanks. Wle were for-
tunate inasmuch as the personnel did not noticeW us,
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when we were &lready several hundred meters inside Austria, the

boys lit & much needed clgarette. We rested and then continued

on our way in the direction of the lights which we still saw. We
arrived at the first Austrian village In the early hours of Nov. 20,
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IV, EXPECTATIONS OF HELP FROM THE WEST DURING THE REVOLUTIONZR

A. During the revolution, we expected the UN to intervene and to
send UN troops to Hungary to maintain order. The UN and the West-
ern countries should have knoen that Hungary is a small natien
and its handful of people are E:werleas against the vast strength
of the Russian armz. The West hates the Communists so much and is
so much stronger than they are.

G. The Budapest-Vienna main highway runs through Nysregesujfaly.
Until the Russians came back again, we saw numerous Western trucks
and cars loaded with supplies, food and medicine coming through
Nyerégesujfalu to Budapest. It was & wonderful sig?t to seeal?
those cars decorated with their respective flags. “he cars some=-
times stopped in Nyseegesujfalu, We talked with some of the dpivers.
Others threw handfuld of cheocolate and oranges to the crowd, he
smiling faces of the western drivers revealed that they too weére=
glad that Hungary had drivenout the Russians.

Some newspaper reporters also stopped in Nyeregesujfalu and inter-
viewed some of the people. They wanted to know what was going on,
They sald very little, but rather asked questions.
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when we were already several meters inside Austria, the boys lit
& much needed cigarette. We rested and then continued our way in
the direction of the ligﬁts which we still saw. We arrived at the
first Austrian village the early hours of £Hd Nov. 20.

IV, EXPECTATIONS OF HELP FROM THE WEST DURING THE REVOLUTICN

A, During the revolution, we expected the UN to intervene and to
send UN troops to Hungary to maintain order., The UN and the Vest-
ern countries should have lnown that HungarIniﬁ a small mation

and its handful of people are Eﬂwarlaas against the vast strength
of the Russian army. The West hates the Communists so much and is
so much stronger tﬁan they are.

C. The Budapest-Vienna main highway runs thxugh Nyreegesujfalu.
Untik the Russians came back agsin, we saw numerous Yestern trucks
and cars loaded with supplies, food and medicine coming thruu?h
ﬁﬁeregﬂsujfalu to Budapest, It was a wonderful sight ti see all =

ose cars decorated with their respective flags. The cars some-
times stopped in Nyersgesujfalu. We talked with some of the drivers,
Others threw handfuls of chocolate and cranges to the crowd. lhe
smiling faces of the Western drivers revealed that they too were
glad that Hungary had driven out the Russians.

Some newspaper reporters also stopped in Nueregesujfalu and inter-
viewed some of the people. “hey wanted to know what was going on,
They said very little, but rather asked questions.

V. SOCIAL CLASS STRUCTURE AND ATTITUDES

A. My father was a county officlial and employed in the accountling
department. I do not know what his salary was before or during the
war, but I know that we lived very well, We also received an offl-
cial home, lights and heat. My father died in 1942,

My parents owned a house in Nadudvar.

Both of my parents were gymnasium graduates.

B. The social classes in Hungary arxe the intelligentsia, the
industrial workers and the peasants.

To the intelligentsia belongs everyone who has Médd a univesity or
gymnasium degree,

I did not have mach contsct with the peasantry, but I knew the
industrial workers very well,



In mznﬂpininn, the peasants of today are much more intelligent
previously., 1 am too young to remember what the peasnats were like
before and during the war, but on the basis of what we had been
told about their lives, tﬁa? have shown a considerable improvement.,

My opinlon of the industrial workers 1ls a very good one. Thls class
is worth the most in present Hungary.

I have a very low opinion of the present intelligentsia, but the
present intelligentsia should also be divided into two classes.

To the first class belong those who achisved their present positions v
with the I ald of contacts, These people were not well trained for
their jobs and they belong to the ruling class today. But the present
intelligentsia also incluses very useful persons who have a true
vocation and who have great knowledge. My opinion of the old in-
telligentsia 1s a very qgood one.

I condider myself to be a member of the intelligentsia,

he old intelligentsia and the peasantry were the hardest hit hy
communlsm. The Communists objected to the old intellligentsia be-
cause they had 8erved the previous regime, The peasantry worked
very hard, Nevertheless, everything they had was taken away from
them by the government.

U, The peasantry hated the present day intelligentsla because it
considered it the cause of afl,ﬁ its troubles, Also they objected

to the fact that the new intelligentsia, which came mostly out of
peasants and workers, looked down upon their previous class, but I
think that the peasantry had a very good opinion, of the old intell-
igentsia, Peasants probably envied the industrial workers because
they thought the industrial workers lived better.

The industrial workers on the other hand, despised the peasantry
and were inclined te look down upon the,. The industrial workers
got along very well with the intelligentsia,

The old intelligentsia had a high regard for the peasants and the
industrial workers. On the other hand, the new intelligentsla despised

the owrkers and the peasnats.

Under Communism, these three c¢lasses wexre not divided so distinctly
from each tther as before. In my opinion, the persifon most likaly
to get ahead in a Communist Hungary was 2 member of the Party.

One had to §orget his political convictions and enter the Party in
order to get a job and support & family. For example, my widowed
mother was a candidate for Party membership for six years in order
to enable #d/AXXdw her three children to go to school. MI father
had been amilitary instructfor in the pre-military trsining course
for teen-age boys., That, under the Communist regime was considered
a grea’ crime for which his family wak also supposed to suffer.



The role of talent was also important in Communist Hun?ary.

But if a person had only talent and was unable or unwilling to
comply with formalitles that the Communists demanded, the person=
was unable to get ahead. An example of this was one of my class
mates. He was a genius in Uhamistrr, aut because he did not care
anuthing about young stddents' activities or Communist membership
ideology, etc., he was unable to get the grades and scholarships
which he deserved,

FoXidiX Political views were of primary importance. And also class
origin, For the members of the Intelligentsia, it was most difficult
to get ahead., The ﬂEprEEEinn of the intelligentsia started in immed-
lately after 1945, but in the last year before the revolution, the
situation was much better,

To get ahsad in Communist Hungari, one had to be a Communist or a
on

person who has no moral compunctions because he acts contrary
to his convictions.




VI. FAMILY LIFE UNDER COMMUNISM

A. Under Communlsm, fahlly life in Hungary became more miserable
than before, This applies to all secial classes. Probably, the
industrial workers were the lesst affected in this respect by
Communism,

B, Under Communism, the chlldren had greater freedom than beofre,
in general, <hey were more independent., Undexr the previocus regime,
the sducation of the children was much more strict. The prestige
and aithority of the parents and instructors declined, A greater
degree of disobedlence could be notliced in every respect. These
changes are probably the same for all social classes.

A typical example of the conflict of school and home occurred

also in our family. My younger brother was very much affected in his
faith by what was taught to him in séhool. My mother did everything
possible to counteract the effects of the school on my brother in
this respect.

C., Communism did affect marriages and courtship. Some of these
changes were good and some of them were not. In the past, caffXif¥
Wﬁﬁﬂﬂf{ﬂﬁfﬁﬁﬁﬁf contact between the two sexes was too formal,
During Communism, it sometimes was too immoral. In the past,
marriages encountered less hardships. Presently, marriages, in
general, were too turbulent. Usually, both hushand and wife were
compelled to work. This created a certain nervous tension which
was the cuase of much trouble,

Sexual life was much freer than before. A formal introduction wes
not necessary as before in order to get to meet someone, This hap-
pened to have its advantages., Life waWs less formal and co-educa=-
tioaal schools also had advantages.

It 1s true that we were told "it is the duty of a woman to bear
children and it 1s glory for a girl—to do so", but such slogans

were practiced only by girls fruTttﬂiutat families. The students

whom I knew conducted themselves(much better than people, in general,

gave them credit for doing. proletar

In school, doctors lectured to us on sexual life. lle were told that
it was nothing for a girl to give herself to a boy, but the vast
majority of the girls thought otherwise.

D. If a close friend of mine became a Communist, I don't think
my frlendship with her would change if she became a PartK membex
only to enable her to make a living. But if she joined the Party
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from conviction and I were unable to midke her see otherwise, then

i would sever gll contact with her. 1 think it is quite impossible
to continue a friendship with a person who is a Coammunist by con-

viction and to keep politics out of such = friendship.

E. Because pegﬁle are living in greater economic and financial
difficadties, the crime rats of ordinary, non-political crimes
has increased under Communism. This is +rue of the women and the
youth as well,

1 do not know about alcoholism in Hungary. It is probably the same
@8 before the war,

1 have never heard of the word “hooliganism", I do not think that
the Hungarian youth was viprse now under Communism than in the pre-
vious regime. I think that this entire wuestion was exaggerated by
the Communist press,

The "gampec" were thése ¢ity slickers in Budapest who liked to
dress well, to loaf and Eamhla and to work as little as possible.
They accosted women on the strest and thought that they were smart.

This term was sometimes applied to persons who liked to dance and
dress well, but otherwise were dacent boys, I knew of cases like
that a?nng my school mates. They were verpy good students with good
grades

The reason behind such conduct was the fact of education and fam-
ily influsnce. The majority of such boys came out of industrial
workers' families. Theur ages were from 18 to 22, In general, I
don't think that the paraents dpproved of such conduct &f it meant
gambling and loafing,



VII. RELIGION

A, Communist rule in Hungary had a very determental effect on
religious life, The youth of today did not accept the religious
traditions of their parents. They have become indifferent towaxd
religion. On the other hand, the older age groups have hecome
more religious than befors.

There was no religious freedom in Hungary. Party members were
prohibitted from attending religlious ceremonies. 1 know cases
where the wife of the Party secretary went to church to take
note of the women there who belonged to the Women's Democratic
Assoclatlion, Later, it was announced that everyons could go to
church, but they (the Communists) constantly observed who did so
and who didn't,

Our religlons were affeeted by Communism, but it was interesting
to note that the Catholics remained more true to thier church and
faith than others.

B. The role of religion in mt own life is & very delicate ques=
tion, Everyone has his own opinlon about this. :

I think that, in general, religlon is necessary and important,

If there were no religion, I think the people would be three times

as mean as they are now, I think that religion plays a less im-
portant role in my life than in that of my parent, Because of

its great moral influence, I think the €hurch should take an active
gart in the education of children. However, I do not think that

the censorship of books, plays and cinemas should be entrusted to

the church, I think that the churches should take an active politlcal
role in the independent Hungary.

J. I do not think that the Jewdish religion was hurt very much by
Communism. The reason for thils ls that the majorlty of the Jews
were Communists.

The Jews adjusted themselves to Communism better than anyone else.
It cannot be denied that they were protected by Communism because
in the past, there had been antl-Semitism in Hungary. They were
grateful to the Communists for lliberating them from ghettos and
concentration camps. Many Jews jpined the Communist Party for the
advantages derived from Communist membership.

Personnaly, I had not seen any Jews in the demonstrations or in the
fighting, but I have heard from university students that some of
the Jewgish students fought very bravely in the revolution.

it is possible that some Jews feared an independent Hungary. This
is because Hungarians do not like Jews.
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It is possible that some Jews fEArgd feared an independent Hungary.
This is because Hungarlians do not like Jews,

vIII. THE HUNGARIAN YOUTH

A. In my opinion, the Hungarian youth includes all young people
from the ages of |4 to 24,

B, In my opinion, it is trxrue that the Hungarian youth prepaxed

the demonstrations, organized them and led the fighting during the
revolution. Thﬂg very well realized that their lives should noct be
so miserable. They knew that the youth of the previous generation
had a much better life. They had the most cause for dissatisfactlon.

During the revulu%iﬂn, the older people were satisfied with the
Hungarian youth., ‘he pasrents did not attempt to restrain them.
Very oftem, they sent their children to fight,

GC. I cannot tell you much about education ln general in Hungery
during Communism. But 1 can tell you about our school, The gym-
nasium for arianiﬂ chemistrg in Debrecen. I think that in our schoeol,
students studled muchmore than students in the past regime,

There wer great restrictions on the éhi:es of professions. For
example, if somebody wanted to be a doctor, he would probably
be admitted to an agriculturzl academy.

I think that the gquality of education and competency of our staff

in our school was very good, In gemeral, the professors in our
school did not care mych about poditics. Ihare was one exception,
the professor of the ussian language and’ literature., But

during the revolution, he was one of the leaders., He was a Hungarian
by birth, but his mother was of russisn origin. He spoke Ruséian
because he was a prisoner of war in Rudsia for a couple of years,

He was abour 3% or 36 vears of age.

E. The Hungarian Communists tried to indoctrinate the Hungarian
youth but whthout success. They spent much for propaganda but falled
to achieve this aim.

They did not succeed because the Hungadan youth knew very well that

aver ord thev spoke was & lie, Evervone was living in want and
puve;tg.rl nevzr elieved them for oné second and Igdnn't think

anyone else did,



X. THE ECONOMIC LIFE

A. We had a very hard life financlally In Communist Hungary.

My mother was a widow. She was employed as & book-keeper for an oil
company. She earnsd about 800-300 forints & month. My mother was a
very thrifty woman who could plan very well, but wlthout the finan-
eclal asslstance of our relatives, we could not have managed. The fare
at home was very simpla. I wore the hand-me-down clothes of my mother.
These she re-made for me, herself. We were fértunate, in as much as
my mother's wardrobe was not robbed during the fighting of 1045.
Welived in a three room house of our own, but 1t was difficult to get
the tenant to mowe out when we wanted to move in.

Theaterse, cinemas and clothes were consldered luxuriles.
The problem of clothes caused the moat diffliculty to me.

In comparison to our pre-war life, our standard of living under
Communism was very low. Ve missed the peaceful famlly life, especi-
ally that we had lead before and every thing that one could buy then.
Comparatively, the yeara, 1950 to 1952 were the best. The last two or
three years before the revelution were the most difficult ones.

The famlly of a class mate lived much bebter than anyone else I
lmew. She was an only child. Her father was a chief-engineer in

one of d the factories. I do not lmow which one., The mothep
also worked. They were Jews. liy classmate never had to work during the
pummer months. She wore beautiful clothes. They had a five room flat
in a villa on the Rozeadomb. Her father drove a car, but I do not
Inow whether thls wae hls own or whether it belong ed to the factory
where he worked. They very often staged parties at hone. They had no
gervanta, but a woman came everyday to clean thelr apartment.

Their apartment was furnished very lavishly. The father must hava
had a very large Income as a chlef-engineer.

The low standard of living in Hungary duweip-# during the past 8
years ocan be attributed to the fact that the guvernggnt axggnitad
the workers. The wages were very low. Valuable shipments were con-
gtantly golng out of Hungary into the So¥iet Union.

B, My mother earned from 800-900 forints a month as abook-keeper

of an oil company. Deductions for trade union dues, compulsory
government loans and such like exceeded 158, She received-an allowance
of 72 forints per chlld, This sum was included in the 800-900

forints I mentioned. She had no secondary source of 1in
one elge in the household worked. During the past fivaﬂggeﬂiiﬂy::fa
»
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XO{. MAJOR DISSATISFACTIONS AS FELT IN EVERY DAY LIFE

A, My main dissatisfaction with life 1n Communist Hungary was

the great poverty in which we lived. My wldowed mothere had

to work very hard to earn 800-800 forinte & menth to support herself
and her three children. Ve had practiczally nothing. Without {inan-
¢cial apsistance, from &n uncle, wa would have starved to death.

B. What annoyed us most in our every day life were the constant
meetings and speminars, and compulsory subscriptions to newspapers,
and the fact that you never had a minuts to yourself.
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ghe received no raise.

Before the revolution, I worked three months in all at a gpalary -
of 1,100 forints 2 month, I wae a laboratory assistant in the re-
search laboratory of the chemical plant in liyeregesujfalu. I once
received a production of 128 forints.

C There was no difference in price between the state stores and

the ferm markets. The prices of ell commodities was established by
the government. Prices were comparatively high. Both those who sold
for more and fhose who sold for less were punighed if caught.

For example, the farmers who sold their produce on the mariet for less
than the government prlce were very of'ten fined.

The quality of goodgin general was poor. This can be said especially
of textile goods, Quality of shoes wag somewhat better, For more money
you could buy good quallty shoes, In general, you could buy any quality
vou desired 1f you had the money. My mother ﬂnught me an over-coat

for 2,200 forints when I graduated., She had to save the money for this
coat for four years, A pelr of shoes ocost about 500 forints,

The quality of goods menufactured by the mmall f¥fd craftsmen
improved coneiderably daring the past two or three years. The
quality of ready-made clothes, shirts, underwesr, ate., was always

very poor,

There was & black market in smuggled gooda, Watches were smuggled in
from Austria and many industrial products f{rom Czechoslovalkia., How
the black market operates, I do not lmow. What I sald, I lmow only
from hearsay.

Somatimes, there wae a shortaege of otherwlase avallable commodities
because of red tape, It was diff'leult to get standard spare parts., For
example, my brother had great difficulty in getting a bleyecle chain,

I do not think there wes any waste or epoilage of food,

There was a frequent shortage of rice desplte the fact that Hungary
was a rice-growing country, There were slso frequent shortages of meat
products, soap, petroleum, and fuel. Such itemes as oranges, citrus
fruits and coffee were simply unavailable or very expensive,

I once bought a wrist wateh enthe black market. It wae amuggled 1in
from Austria, I do not lnow how the black market was organizaed,

I lmew ane or two Jews who were dealers of the black merket. The
watch that I bought on the black merket was of the same quality

as that available in the stores., I paid approximately one-Ealf of

the store prilce. The esals of goods on the black market was punishable
by imprisonment.
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E}} I tmrkag;l as a leboratory aaniat%;’ 1:;1’ f; &Wéﬂﬂ in

- eragesujfalu. We were conducting thaa-gre-

guetten~ef chemical experliemnts of tﬁ; preduction of orlon and perlon.
I worked from T:30 A.M. until 3:30 P.M. At 9:30, there was a twenty
minute breek fpr cof'fes, We had a half hour for lunch. Lunch was
served between 1 and 2 P.M.

1 never slept more than six hours a day. I could have slept more, but
I do not need more Blasp. I lived very near the factory and was thers
within & few minutes.

I took this particular job because I wanted to study chemical engineer-
ing and one year of laboratory practive wes required before my ad-
mission to the university. I liked my job wery mush, I was on good
terms with all my collesagues and superiors. I had great respect for
thelr lknowledge and experilence. Our chief engineer was & very strict
man, but he was also vary just. Everyone liked him. He would often
prasie anyone Af he was patisfled with his worik.

In general, my colleaguss knew their business and had very good train-

I think that the scclal health service in Hungary operated very

well, It was one of the good things in C em, Private dootors
would have been %too expensive. Very few people could have affordad
them,

I think tha t© the vacation plans and programs of the trade unions
were very good. I would have gone on & vacation on such a rpogram
for the {irst time this year.

I do not lmow much about the pension plan of the trade union.

E. I dldnot like Budapest very much., I would prefer a small town

or one of the provincisl cities. I think that the city population
aats much better food and had a comparatlively higher standard of liv-
ini than rural Hyngary. On the other hand, 1t was easier to exist
politically in the country. There, they did not attribute so much
lmportance to political conduct, indoeotrination, and such.

I was 8tlll a chlld when the collectivization farms began in H i
but I think noone approved of it except the Communists, First,

think that the richer peasants opposed the collectivization of farms
more than the others did, but at the end, everyone was against 1t to
the same degree.
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Evaryone in Hungavy heard about the dissolving of farm esp-——--
cooperatives . Conditions on these farms were entirely unbearable.
The peasants had tn work from sunrise to sunset and they recaived hard-

1y any money for their worlk.

If I were an agricvlitural worksr in Hungary, I would prefer to wori
on a state farm,

Collective farming should be abolished In an Independent Eungary.
The farms should L2z distributed among the peammats. I approve of the

land reform in priveipke.
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(QUESTIONS under cpaltal A. were not asked of respondent because
she was too young to imow the politlcal situatlon iIn Hungary be-

fore 1948.)

B. Originally, Communists by conviction Joined the Commumnist
Party, but after 1945, many people joined the Farty, not from convie-
tion, but because of thelr personal interests. In reality, the

true purpose of the Communist Party is not to achleve soclalism,

but to protect the interests of the Farty ltself and of 1ts indid-
idual members. I lmew many people who were members of the Communlat
Party. The vast majority of them joined the Party for selfish reasons.

T don¥t think that the policy of the Communist Farty changed much in
the last six or elght years. Objectlives of the Party are always the
same. The leaders want to preserve thelr rule by oppressling every-
one in the opposition. For this reason, they must maintain thelir
dletatorship by terror, There were differances within the Communist
Papty itsell. The majorlty of the members did not even consider them-
galves ae& Communilsts. They did not llke the way the Party functioned.
There was also Jealousy for power among the Party leaders themselves.
I do not think that the Leaders of the Hungarian Communist Party be-
liaved in the objectives and dogmae taught by the Party. Thelr

true purpose was to turn Hyngary into a Communist state. They wagnted
te-ewn-&~ the whole nation to forget every other way of life.

I think that the Hungerisn Communists leaders were Iinterested primarily
in fame and powsr, Material sdvantages were of asecondary importance to
them. They were crafty, unserupulous pharisees. If there were a
political change in Hungery, all of them would become turncoats, but

I do not think they would remain alive if those people whom they

ruled until now would gass- have judgement over them. &

C. There was ccnstant opposltlion To Communism In Hungary, but only

in the form of general dissatisfactlion and grumbling. Preduction
elow-dovne and scabotage were-weary would have been very dangerous.

Very often, people volced thelr dissatisfaction openly. Sometimes

they even gave the Party secretary a pleve of thelr minds. This applies
aapgi%allg to women. But such oppositlional behavlor did not have much
results.

Dissatisfactlion with the regime was the same during the entire perilod.
The only difference was that in the last few years, people complained
end scolded the regime more opanly.

I didnot hear anything about the actual ferment or abott the acti-
vitles ofthe intellectuals before the revolution. I heard about the
Petofl circle only during the ravolutlon.
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In my opinion, the intellectuals ppposed the regime because they
thought, probably, the best how bad life in Hungary was and they
realized best of 2ll that in a few years, wé would become entirelm
Russiansg.
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XII., APPARATUS OF POWER

%, (This entire section with the exception of the questions under
D. was omlitted because of the shortage of time.)

D. A large number of Ruséian troops was stationed in ¥ _Dehresen————
and the famlly of a Russglan colonel lived next door to us,

This colonel was about 45 years old. He was married, his wife was
living with him, one child, a boy of 7 or 8 was also there. The |
other ehild, a daughter of 16 was in an institute in Leningrad. The
boy was a spoiled 1ll-bred brat who ceused much trduble with hie mis-
chlaef in the nelghbor hood. He sometimes played wlth my younger broth-
er. Everybody disliked him.

The wife of the colonel had & nasty temper and no mannare.

Thae husband seemed intalligent. They lived very well. They were

able to obtain p:fpfgw’;' @dd in their PX meny items of luxury which
they esold on the bla ﬁrmarkat.

My general optnion of the Russlan army is that it is not a strong one.
It i much greater 1n appesrance than In fact.

The Hungarians hated the Russlans and made nasty remarks about them when
we saw them on ths streets, but the people habed the Hungarian
Communists worse. One could see the officers and thelr famllies more
often than one could see the men. The soldlers had to stey within

their barracks in the campa. There were prohibited from speaking

with Hungarians and they could never be seen with Hungarian womeh.

The children of the Ruselan families did not go to the Hyngarian
schools, they had schools of thelr own, Marrlages between Russians

and Hungarlans were qulite out of the guestlon. I don*t think any
Hungardian in his right mind would have married a Russian,

My impression of the Hussian colenel who lived next door was that,
first, he was a Russian gf and after that only, a Communist., I think
that the same could be said of all the Russians in Hungary before
the revolution, This colonel talked much with my mother about poli-
tice. He seemed to glorify Lenin ardd to hate Stalin. He was not
patisfied with condlition sback hogge in Russia.

The colonel admitted that economically Hungary was much better off
than Russela and that the standard of llving here was much higher than
in the Soviet Unilon. He admitted that in Russia, there were territor-
ies where the pesople lived under the most primitive circumstances.
They lmew the political situastion inHungary and 1t wae quite clear
te this colonel that communliem was not popullar in Hungary. He often
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said that this in Hungary wae not true Communlsm. True Communism

was what Lenin taught. He frequently expressed his desire to remain

in Hungery and gaid that he would very gledly resign his rank 1f he cau
sould stay.

He had no contact wlth the Russian soldiers. During the revolution,
my contact wes & very limited one. I*ve already mentioned that they
fired on us in Esztergon, killing many of our colleagues, They were
then dressed in Hungarlan uniforms.

I glso mentioned that :mnuain apoke with the Russian officer and
the guards who guarded when he was caught when attempting to
gscape from Hungary the first time. The soldlers to whom he spoke
then said that they did not want to fight against the Hungarisns.

Those Russian troops who were stationed 1n Hungary for a langer
perlod before the revolutlion were sent bagk to Russia and Mon--
golian troops came 1in thelr placa.

I have heard of cases whare Soviet soldlers helped the Hungarians,
refused to obey thelr superilors, fought againss the Hungarin AVO,
and against each other, but this I know nnlihirum hearsay. However,
I met several Russlan soldlers who fled to trla. They were 1In
Camp .

I lnow of cases of indlvidualfd brutality by Soviet soldiers onlyd
from hearsay.
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XIII, ASSESSMENT OF FUTURE PROSPECTS FOR HUNGARY

A. It is my opinion that everything will be in Hungary as before
the revolution, perhaps only to & greater extent. This wlll lead to
the final incorparation of Hungary by Russia. The only thing that
gould save us,if we were to become independent lilke Austria. I don't
think a Polish-1llke solution would help much,

I think that was between the US and the Soviet Union ls lnevitable.
When this will happen, I do not know, I think this is the general
opinion at home. I don't think anything ecan be accomplished by any
means other than war, the Russians will not make any concessions.

I don't think there is muoh hope for an interngl change in the Soviet
Union., The Sovliet students may stage some kind of revolt, but I don't
think this is llikely and even 1f they do so, they will not succeed in
over throwling the government,

B. During the past ten years, everybody lils Hungary was hoping against
hope that one day, Communism would cease. The intense hate of every-
thing Communistic was linked with a hope that one day everything
would change.
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XIV. SOCIAL, POLITICAL, AND ECONOMIC IDEOLOGY

A. I would want socialism in an independent Hungary. I would
want the political leaders to be of the people and for the people.

I would want Hungary to be completely neutral.

B, Hungary is basically an agricultural country. The arilan
heavy industry should be restrlcted to the production agricult-
ural machinery and lmplements. The machine industry, requliring much
skilled labor, should be developed.

In my opinion, when any of Hungary becomes totally independent, the
so-called nationzl enterprises should remain under state ownership.
The farm cooperatives and the state farms should, however, be
gaboliehed and the land divided among the peasants,

I believe that the people In Hungary also favor the government
ownership of industry, transportation, both the heavy and the light
industry should remain in government ownership.

I do not know what role the government should play in agrisultursl,.
This is something I lmow very little about.

T dontt think the meximum limit should be set to the amount of land
any one poérson or family may oun.

I think the best form of gemernment would be for Hungary to be a
republic.

Concerning the cholce between a dictatorship granting employment
and & fair standard of living and a democracy whieh does not indure
a living for its cibizens, I think that everyone would probably
coose no freedom, Y)Y plus a fair standard of living. But if' thers
is real freedom, everyone can malke a living for himself.

I would be in favor of outlawing the Communist Farty in independent
Hungary, There is nothing to justify the existence of the Communis®
Party. It serves cnly propaganda purposes. However, I would not
abolish fellow travellng organlzations.

C. The 1deal political positlon for H would be neutrality

1ike Austria. It would be the best to haveé no contacts whatever with
the Soviet Union and with the other iron curtain satellite countries.
But it would be advizable to have close economlic, financial, cultmral
and military relationg with the US and the countries of Wastern Europe,
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I heard of the planndd federation of Danubian states only in
. history. Kossut suggested such a federation in 1848. I have not

heard about such plang more recently. I do not know how peopnle
feel about thls question at home. I, myself, have no opinion.

I do not conslder the present boundarles of Hungary aa agceptable.

I would lilke to see all the territorles re-annexed which were talom
away from Hungary after Werld War I. I think all Hungarlans feel very
gtrongly about this. The question of the Hyngarian minorities could
be best solved by re-annexing these territorles to Hungary.
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Xv. THE FORMATION CF PUBLIC OPINION

A, While I was iIn Huongary, I heard nothing about the secret speech
delivered by Kruschev at the 20th Party Congress nor about Senator
MoeCarthy and the Housme un-American Activities Committee. I do not

know anything sbout Peron.

During the reveolution, I heard that Rakosi's salary was 40,000
forinte a month, He lived in the greatest luxury, unequaled by
elge in Hungary. Before the reveolution, I heard nothing

about his private life.

B, Befors and during the war, my parents read much and had a
large library at home. They hed works by Hercgez, by Zllahi, by
Jokal, and others, Before the end of the war, they subsprlibed for
the New Times snd two women's magazines, I do not remember what
kind of newspapers my parents read before and during the war,

Tha love for books and magazinee is a common tralt in my family.
I read the "Sgabad IfJ ". This was the only periodical for

young people whiech was woth anything. Of course, there was much
politica mixed in it., I also had to read the Sgabad Nep and the

HUngarlan women's magazine,

I did not belleve very much of what I read in the newspapers.

Forelgn political news could be trusted least of all. There wers,
however, news concerning industrial production, output, production/pgy
methode, ete. whieh could be accepted.

With time, everyone developed a certain abllity for reading between
the lines. Otherwilise, the entlire materlal in the dally newspapers
was mere propaganda or eriticlism. Neither I nor my friends read
any publleation from the Soviet Union, other iren curtain countries
or Yugoslavia. llot did we read any publications from the Western

countries,

Mnay of the books which we had in our library at home were on the

index. I almost got expelled from school begause they found a copy
of Margaret Mitchell's @Gone With the Wind". Most of the books on
%ndex wgrg kﬁPt in Eha liv room at home, However, there were a

aw suc eoks, as for example, Horthy's blogra which were con-
cealed in the Ettic. I read tham there. WY

When the list of books placed on index was published, an order was
issued compelling everyone to take theee books to the eity hall
an%igg?a them destroyed there publicly. We disregarded this order
an ¥
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¢. We stndents always dilscusesed political newe and other information,

among ourtelves. What news we received by word-ef mouth, we didn't
accept only with a certain criticism. Sometimes such news was true
and sometitres exaggerated, Persons of whom we lnew who hated the
regime, were always consldered more relliable,

In my opinion, the quentlon concerning what information I passed

on by word of mouth i1s not a gocd ona,. It should be charged. Every
body alweys talked about politicas, pus-everyh with everybody

they could trust. Polltlcs included everything that happened at home
or abroat. which was of poléitical significance.

F., Mopnt of the films shown in Hyngary Iin 1045 to 1948 were

Russien propaganda films, In 19#5, they began manufacturing Russlan
with synchronized Hungarian text. In the last few years, we had some
very good Italian and French films and one or two exceptlonally

good Ruvsian f1ilms, Some of the new Hyngarian £ilms were also very
good, Miny of them had political tendencles, I went very of ten to the
cinema ind I had inexpensive season tickets to the theatre and

opera.

Tha two :'1lms whieh I liked most during the past few years wer
Balle Amia (Bel Ami?) and The Convent of Parma also a Fpench film
The two played which I liked most were the operas, la Traviate
and Madamz Butterfly.
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XVI. EVENTS OUTSIDE HUNGARY

A. I do not think there is much chance for & political ¢ e
inside the Soviet Union. The average Russian, I think, is pf not
more stupld than to revolt against the governmment, huﬁ if war breaks
out between the Soviet Unlon and the West, 1t ls possible that a
revolution may also brealk out at home in Russla, It 18 my oplinion
that the majority of Hunﬂi&gfﬁﬂﬁﬁHECﬂmmuniﬂt regime, but the ohly
way for a political c 2 -aud in Russia 1s if war breaks
out betweeen the West Russla.

It is my opinion, that if completely free electlons were to be held

in the Soviet Union, #he a very slight per centage of the Sovlet
populaticg would vote for the Commmist regime.

I think that the top leaders of the Rusaian Communist Party are/
true Communists by conviction., Thelr purpose os to achieve world |
rule and thelr motives are fame and power. |

I do not think there is much difference between the Communist
leaders of Russia and the Communist leaders of Hungary. The Hun-
gigian Communists try to imitate the Rysslan leaders in everyposs-
ible way.

B, Of the nations mentioned, I think that Pgland and Eastern
Germany are the most popular and Rumania and Czechoslovaldla are
the least popular in Hungary. THis i1s because of the hiptorical
background and also political reasons such as territorial demands.

af-prReNed-SerrLEory

I attended a Communist Youth Rally in Ppland in 1953. I liked
FOland very much, but Waesaw did not appeal to me,

In my opinion, if free elections were to be held in the satelllte

countries behind the iron cuwrtain, the Communists would get only
a very smgll femaction of the votes.

I think that Eastern Germany had the highest and Rumania thes lwwest
standard of living.

C. While still in Hyngary, I heard something about the events in
Poland, but I do not lmow ver much about them. I think that the
Gomilka government 1s a puppet government depending entirely on
Moscow. Their policy of graduslism 1s better than no . I
belive the Qomulka govermment wlll remain in power, He wlll pro-
bably try the middle raod between Stalinsim and Titddem.
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T do not lmow what evembs took place in Pgland which would have
had an effect on Hungary.

low, in retrospect, 1t would seem that 1t would hve been better
inr?ghEHEUngnrian revolution to take the same path as the events
n : .

D, I do not think that Tito is the originator of national Comm-
unism, He 18 & very controverslal character, It 1s very hard to
form & definite oplinion of him,

L

National Conmunism mey be good if-there is no dictatorshipgf and
there 18 total equallty. E-fesi-Cemmunism-may-be-gsed- But such
a sltuatlion 1s in a Utopia.

Ido not Enow what relations Tito hed wlith the other Esstern
European countries. Tito and Russia hate each other mutually.

I do not quite lmow what the relation between Weatern Europe and
Tito is8.

I think that Tito was overjoyed to witness the fall of Rakosl
and Gero during the Hungarian revolution.

I do not lmow anvthing about Titoism in the saéellite countries.

I do not knmow whether Tito is popular in Yugoslavia, but I know
that I do not lilte him. The internmal political situation in
Yugoslavia 18 not quite clear to me.

E. I do not lmow anything about the situation in Communist Chlna
and the relations between England and India.

I think that Egypt had no right to nationalize the Suez Canal.
Events in Egypt 414 not have much effeft on the Hyngalan revolution,
because they took place after the revolution had already broken out,
But I think that the H ian revolution would have ended different-
1y if events in the East had not occured.

¥, I think that the standard of living in Western Germany 1s
among the highest in entire Ewrope,

It ie possible that Germany may be the cause of the outbreak of
the next worl d war,
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In my oplnion, the army ofWestern Germany 1s probably as strong as
the British armed forces and 1s certainly stronger than the French
armed forces. I do not lmow how long militery service in Western
Germany is but it is probably long.

Comparing the two armies of cccupation in Hungary, the CGermans are
more intelligent, more cultural. They were very well equipped and
they had strict disclipline, Cerman offlicers had more prestige in
the ayes of thelr men than the Russian offlcers. On the other hand,
the Russian army by 1ts behavior was very unpopular and was laothed

by evaryone.
G. I do not lmow much about the Britlish Labor Party.

From the viewpolnt concerming sta néard of llving, Great Brttaln
ranks first, CGreece, "ifth, Cermany second, Egypt fourth,
sovéet Russla sixth, and Italy thirxd.

H. The moat surprising thing in America after my arrival was the
very high standard of living.

In my opinion, the Amerlcan government sbould sever all contacts

and diplomatle realations with the Boviet Union and the iron curtain
countries inecluding Hungary. My opinion has not changed In this
respect since my arrival in the US

I-think that the people in Hungary would like very much to meet

whik visltors from the Western world. They would have an opportunity
to talk about conditions in the West, in which they are very much
interested. I think these visltors ghould be tourists, but not
newepaper writers. Prospective visittors sghould be told about con=-
ditions in Hungary so that they would not be taken completely by
surprige by what they saw there., It is indifferent to me who willl
inform these visitors about conditions in Hungary, but I think thee-
US government itself does not know very much about what 1s there In

Hungary today.

I think that the people in Hungary would like very much to read
whas Western publications, but I do not lomow to whom these publication
should be sent. Certainly not to the official Hungarian government.

I think that the people at home would llke to lnow that Hungarian
exiles, especially the prominent ones, &are asscclated with such
actlvities as Western viasltors and publicationsz, but on the other

hand, this would mean that these Wesctern visitors would not be admitted
to Hungary and the publications would be confiscated,
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I heard much about the Marshall Plan. It was launched by the UB
to Btop Communism, the theory being that Communlsm thrives in
want and misery.

In 1950, the USbecame involved in the Korean war beeagowd because
the Russlans wanted to ocoupy all of Korea. This country was of
great strategice importance,

J. The idelas and prinecipfles on which the UN is based are very
nice on paper, but the UN isn't worth anything in practice. It

did not, cammot and will not be able to help Hyngary nor any other
natlion.,
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XVII, KNOWLEDGE OF AMND ATTITUDES TOWARD SELECTED PERSCNALITIES

A, I conslder Cardinal Mindsenty to be the greatest living
Hungarlan today.

It was a great mistalkte for Imre Nagy to =it dowm and start
negotiations with the Russlans.

Cardinal Mindsenty 1s a true Hungarian.
I have no opinion about Laszlo Rite.
And Gero is the same kind of man as Rakosl.

I have very little opinlon of Janos Kadar. He 18 a pharisee. I
hate hime the most of all.

Fresident Elsenhower 1s a very good politicain. I think he
Ikmows what he 1lp doing.

I have no opinlon about Seceetary General Hammerschlld.

T— —— —-—Mht—-
I de-not-lmow-much-dout.Dullea..l.havent Sadked _shou fbin.at.all..
'ﬁ;I have a good opinion of Secretary of State Dulles,

I know who Eden and Truman are, but I have no definite opinion
on them.

(Question 3 concerning Nilkoyan Nehru, eto. had to be omitted be-
cause of reasistence on part of subjecg.)
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XVIII. ATTITUDES TOWARD EXTLES AND BEXILE ACTIVITIES

A{ Section had to be left out because of lack of time)

34/



XIX. AUDIENCE REACTION TO RADIO AND LEAFLETS

aA( SECTION XIX HAD TO BE LERT OUT BECAUSE OF LACK OF TIME)

F
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XX, CHILD REARING AND DISCIPLINE

I think it is very important to %1ve a child a religious
education. It is also necessary to teach the child have respect for
his parents and other people. Children shoulé-also be %ei---
taught social studies, but not the way fn-whieh- ac in the

1t Union. I think 1t 1s necessary to disclipline the children.

gv should not be allowed to do anything they want to, but at
the same time, they should be allowed to be self reliant. Fhysical
puniahment should be inflicted on them whenever necessary.

I thinlk there shoitld be nodifference in the trratment of boys and
girls., I think it 1s vital that children and parents should be the
best of friends, They should matntain close contact with each othet
and talk over all thelr problems.

I remember two instances when I was pdnished by my mother.

I was a child of six and I wanted to go out and play and take

the beads which I got from my father years ago. At that time, X

my father w had already died and the beads which he bought me

were considered to be a reliec. iy mother warned me not to put

the beads on because I would losa them. I stole the beacds out of her
box, put them on and went out to play and lost them. When my mother
found out what happened, she made me lmeel in the corner for hours,
She did not speak to me for the rest of the day.

I was 18 and at home for the Christmas vacation, Both my bopther
and I were sitting in the kitchen reading. lMy mother told my
brother to bring in & bucket of coal fop the fire. He sald it

was my turn to bring in the coal. My mother teold me to bring the
coal and I got up very angrily and slammed the lcltehen door, brealc-
ing one pane of glass. I came back and banged the bucket down. My
mother gave me two slaps and sent me to my room and did not let

me go that evening to the party.

I remember that my fatheryspnaked me once when I was about three
years old. He was not very strict with me, He-was- I was 4% when

he diled.

I don't think that the sex or age of the child has anything to do
with which parent disciplines. I don't believe there ls any diff--
erence according to sccial classes. I have no lnowledge of any
changes in this respect during the last Ten years.

I think that physical punishment for both boys and girls 1s abollahed
between the ages of ten and twelve. Punishment, in general, 1s abol-
ished between 16 and 17.
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This may vary according to social classes, I think that the
intelligentsia probably uses other methods for punlsheding the
children. I am sure that they will not punish a c¢hlild In front
cf others and meake it ashamed, I remember one ingtance when &
peasant girl in my class lost a sweater. Her mother came into
the school and beather and beat her in front of the whole class .

I believe that under Communism, the echlldren were not so much worrled
about punishment. They %24 did not fear 1t any more. Parents re-
celved no respect, but I don't think there is any difference in

the frequency of parental punishment, the kind of punishment or

the age at which it ceases to be administered.

Since the Communiste came to power, chlildren & re not beaten any more
in the school. This was a common occuronce before the Communiasts.

The form of pim punishments now used in school 15 demerits, the
suspensgion of some privilegze or expulsicon from scliool,

I don't think I could be on good terms with anyone who does not
act hies natural self. There must not be any affectation about
my friends., They must be sincere, rellable, s¥a they must have
character, and they muat be reliable to frineds.

In the past, richer children would not be apt to form friendships
with poorer children, for example, the children of industrial
workers or peasants. This has changed to a great extent under Comm-
undem,. Every one in the olass was considered allke and-he-w
regardless of whether the parents of a child belonged to the in-
telligenteia or were peasants or industrial workers. This is all,
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Subject is a very intelligent girl of 19. She is some-

thing of a tom-boy. She does nol use cosmaetles and does

not care much about clothes. Boys interest her only as
friends, She is & typiocal product of the epeciasliged peodhd-
ary schools in Hungary. &he had scquired & thorough lmow-
ledpe of chemistry before beginning her university studles.

Since subject was avallable for énly one day, sections

XVII-XIX and most of section XII had to be omitted, Her
information concern Russian occupation troops in Hune
gary (section XII. D.) is of special interest because her
gamily hae had dipsat contact with a Soviet officer and his
amily.

Her axcallent and rapid rapport made it peoselble to cover
moet of the questionaire despite the shortage of time.



