57-M jp Page TO

L& 4 ﬂﬂmﬂbﬂdg'waﬂﬂﬂd to make & study of an uncorruptad
village lad, who 1s pure of heart, quick of mind, immx
dextercus of hand, and independent 1n attitude - I
would strengly recommend the respondsnt as the subject
of sauch g study.

The mentality of such pacple we2 responsible fer the
amezing fect that Budapest 4id not sterve during the
Revolution. OSuch were the peopls in villages who organ=-
ized thnfuiagmbly and shipping of food to Budapest.

emas ing

I nhelped and obszerved the reepondent to conduct a difr-
loult conversation with a representative of the Nat-
fonal Catholie Welfare Conference, which was responaible
for his coming te the United Btetes., That employee

wae & Irustrated, Fungserian women, a4 one time teacher in
Hungary. who has not been able to finda job in her own
professlion, hwt hag not yet mernegad te learn English well,
not haeg phe yet bhedome Tamiliar with the mentaslity or
viewpoints of Ameriesn demceoracy, She was haughty and
impatient in her talk *rith respondant, The respondent
behaved in an intelligent., dignified, and maxi/ocontrolled
manner, selfl

I had to fird a hotal room for the respondent, and since
there wee no other way, I had to continue the interview

in that hotel ooom, until late &t night. Respondent was
celm and untiring, and kept in good lumor dmspiis/the time,
deaplite the fact, a3 he s&id, that he was all

not uaed to ateylng up so late.

Next day, reapondent left for Mew Jarsey to gsee & felend
who hed promizted promised to find work for him., Since
respondent at that time still cid not know & word of Eng-
1igh, 1 ecocompanied him tc the train, arranged for hia
tickete, and apokes o the conductor, end s aw him off,

In all of these situatione, he behaved juet the aeme,
calm but attentive, digniflied bat with emiable diapos-
i1tion, and alert but nct mEX nervous,

TEE END
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CEARACTER DESCEIPTION

Respondent is sbout 5 feet, 8 inches in height, He ie
very well built, and just the right weight, perheps
a little bit on the slander sides.

He hee yellow halr, and gray blue eyes. fis complexion
ig felr, in fact aomewhst more falr than that of most
Hungeriens, He has a high and wide fcrebead, but other
then thls, his facial featuree heve no particularliln-
usual lineamenta or aspects. The foreheed 1s in hsrimon-
fous relation with the rest of the face, end iz the
tym of forehead generally described sa a "bright" one.

(I do not agree with this appellaticn, and quote it for
nc other reascn than facilitating the description)

The Eurppean anthropologlsts would say that the respond-
snt 1s & typleel East Beltie, with some Nordie influences.

During the entlire Interview, respondent was partiecularly
intent, attentive, tense, but in no way nervous. His
choice of words reflected on ore hand a very profound
ant rich peasant culturs, but on the o ther hand a great
lack of formal education, (Fessant language culture Iin
Bungary is very rich, but in meny ways 1t éiffers from
the more literary or larger vocabulary used by thoss
with more formal education. In the last decads thors
has besn an _incresaing Tuelcn of the two, which fusion
hed startedfit the end of the 1G30's).

On several ocesslons, it happensd that the respondent
mietock one word for snother, when he fwiEs tried to use
phrases with which he was not familisr enough bscause of
hie lsck of formal education.

A love of Independence, kindneess, understending, and mild-
ness sre particularly strilting cheracteristics of the res-
pondent. #Sxmy Great affection for his femily, and for his
nation; faithful and pure love for & girl in his village,
and friendliness and helpfulness tovard fellow humanb einze
are charaoteristic of the respondent. Uonverssticns lnter-
woven Iin the interview, ae well as his behavior tovard
others in the hotel where refugees are housed, gave me the
abecve impressions,
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In the families he knew, seid reaponcent, phyeaicel pun-
ishment fcr boys usually stopped at 17 vears of age,
although scoldings and threats continued. In the caece
of girls, physical puniehment atopped st ages 1 or 15.

As regards % differences 1n punicbmant 88 between Aiff-
erent social classes, respondent, respondent sald he
had toc little experisnce to discuss this,

Concerning the question of changes curing the lest ten
;ulrn in the way children are disciplined during their
irat eight yeaps in school, respondent celd thet before
thers wers more spankings, mere hitting on the pelms or
matix nailes, more of pulling hair or ears, alszo more
knesling or stending in the corner, but now lese of these
things 1s practiced,although much of what he Imows about
this is from what other pecple have told him.

by
As regards what is most valued ine £mt friend/ respondent
he said: "Truthfulneas In actions as well as words; respsot
for other humen beinge; love of one's family and f riends;
helpfulness."”

End 1lxA
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AX. CHILD REARING ARD DISCIPLINE

Reapondent believes that the most important thinge a ohlld
should be taught are ths following: "The love of God and
of fellow human beinge; honesty; love of truth above all.
reiime religlcus adherence %o morel lews; £xtkh feithful-
ness 1n marriage; and the love of chlldren; sticking to-
gether Iin trouble, and not letting people down when they
&re #t the bottom.,"

Asked how to discipline & child, reepondent =aid thet in
hisfemily kind worda and persussicn were used, and thset
every child should be teught to Ims®=m see) and appreclate
advice from parents &nd others, but should not be foreed
oo much to do this. "Sinee it hss been found thet dogs
can be trained without thrests and besting=, I feel child-
reén can also be trained like this.” Although = glap in

the face sometimes, or spanking for a smsll chlld, may be
necessary, nevertheless the importent thing is to atart
early tc train the child in mm whst is right and wht 1e

wrong, "

Asked fr for an sxample from his own life, respondent
said; "When I was 12 yesrs olé , or sc, my mother told me
to feed the chickens. Since I had elready fad them, I be-
came mad, and coried that she should have known this, This
hurt her feelings, and she slapped me on the mouth. Then
the sald that the Holy Mother wmm had never been talked
to by 1little Jesus in the way I rad. I spologlzed and ad-
mitted she wes right. She kissed me, and thst was the end
of the matter,”

feepondent seld that the one in the family who punishsd
tné chlld was the one who saw the incident happen, and
the punishment ususlly wes a more or leas ssvere scolding
and cf some threatening. But , he adds, the threatz were
not carried out, in most oases.

nespondent sald the fathere were not so close to the chlld-
ren as were the mothers, because they were busy with their
% work in the fleld, and so it was the mother who punished
the smaller children. Older children worked with the fath-
eér, hence he did the punishing there,
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D. Goals of Western Groups, Respondent said he thought
that lying propaganda of the Russians and Communists
should be countered by propaganda which says the truth,
But hﬁ adds that not even this propaganda is not honest
enougii,

izations might be, respondent replied: that he k& hopad
Ehnt these goals would bae nothing less than world widas
reedom,

When asked whether kmb he feels that different organiz-
ations had different objectives, respondent sald: "B,B.C.
always adheres to the truth, and gives only factusl in-
formation, whereas Radio Free Europe talks a lot and
oftean without real foundation.™

Questioned as to what the ultimate goals of these organ- i
I
|

(INterviewers remark: This interviewer left this question
misunderstood so that msyzhixmx :hliniizxnitr psychologic=
ally 1t-ma¥ be evaluated as to gaw this boy brings up the
question of truthfulness again, whereas of coursa a diff-
erant answer could be expected from some one who under-
stands easily, and who is flexible or experienced enocugh
not to take up his main grievencss,)
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In regard to the questlion whather this deterred peopls,
respondent answered: "No, it did not deter anybody, but
forced people to be va very cautious in picking up,
showing, or talking about the leaflets, to make certain
tirst that no informer was neazrby."

Regarding whether there had been any changes in these

risks in the last ten years, xespondent said he had noticed
none, .

Cuncarning 8§ respondent’s general views on the leaflets,

he said: "I stored them ., I often received much encourage-
ment from them, but found out, even before the Revolution,
that it was just propaganda.® - When respondent was asked
how he found thls out, he then proceeded: "Because nothing
ever materialized from the promises or encouragement in
these leaflets,.”

Asked whether he considered the leaflets useful, respond-
ent replied: "They etirred up people, and then let m
down, If I said to & fellow in the bar, ARmkExxihmixzms-
Rakdxnxandxpoinkwociaxanathexxzhanyx *Beat that rascal!

- and pointed to another fellow, probably they would have
started fighting., Now, if they fought,and I could not
help the one whom I encouraged teo start the fight, and
walked away,that would be wrong, wouldn't it?3!"

Asked about the effect that the lsaflets had in Hungary.
respondent sald: that the effect was not real ( much)
and not lasting,

Hegarding the question whether the leaflets played any
part in the Revolutien, rnsgnndent raturns to tha sub-
Jject of Radio Fres Europe! "It was enough when Radio
Free Europe encouraged us to keep stxugoling for liberty,
because in that xasw case we would receive hmkp sub-
stantial help from ths West."

As regards the question whether the Free Europe Committes
should continus to drop leaflets in Hungary, xaspeapsd

respondent answered; "If any leaflets are dropped, they
ihnuld contain nothing more than matter of fact informat-
on."

E Regarding what should be stressed in the leaflets, res-
Eundent answered: "whenever hints (suggestions?) are made

t shat should be made plain as to whether they are rezl
pxm@ promises or only guesses (hopes, estimetes,?) of those
who make the news,”
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Asked whether Radlo Free Europe should continue to
breoedcast to Hungary, respondent answersd: Ufmixxx
*Dnli for information, No propaganda is needed. It
is distasteful and mislead "

As to what programs respondent thinks should be
broadcast, respondent said: "New, sconomic digests
news about cultural developmenis in various countries,
programs about life in Western Europe and the United
States, and music natlve to each country, from many
lands, including particularly Hungarian music., The
news should be straight news about political and econ-
omic events, but not anti-Communist pxms propsganda,”

B. F.E.P. Leaflets. Respondent did not & know the
initials N.E.M,

Respondent had never heard of the 12 Demands. He knms
knaw only of the demands of the Revolution.

C. Free Europe Leaflats. Asked whether he has ever
s@umxih seen these, respondent replied: "Yes, I found
them in the pasture, several times,"

Asked about tha contents of the leaflets, respondent
sald: "There was information about foreign affairs,

and the leaflets mmx encouraged peopl , saying that

oppression would not last long."

Respondent saw such leafiets every thres or four months,

Asked whether he passed these leaflets to others, res-
pondent answered: "It was the first thing to do, if I
knew that the mxhkm other person did not have any."®

Asked whether he had heard of these leaflets from others,
respondent answered: "Yes, pEDﬁlE sald it was just some
more propaganda.” He added that psople who told him
this were from different origins and locations, and that
he himself made the same remark.

(Interviewers note: This interviewer left the above mis-
understood guestionx answered as it was, because he felt
that it might be gsychnlngically interesting, as to how
and why respondent misunderstood the question,)

Regarding risks involved in picking up Free Europe leaf-
lets, kmmpgmgy/them, or talking about tﬁam to any one,

keeping respondent said: Rdammy "Many peopls
were Xmkas arrested, and thsy received jail terms of two
to three years."
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Asked whether such punishments deterred other people, res-
pondent answered: "People were deterred from listening in
public places, if there were people present whom they did
notknow well enough to trust them."”

Respondent did not notice any particular changes in these
matters in the last ten years,

This is what respondent thought of these broadcasts: "I
was Interested in international conferences and decisions,
mainly, The radio programs differed on this - one was in
favor of freedom, and another was against it, 1 liked some
programs, and I dldn't like others." (Interviewsrs note:

I thought it wise to leave this point without further
questioning, because 1 think that peychologically it is
interesting that this ﬁeasant boy did not think much of
the conclusions he might draw in regard to the ways these
broadcasts were handled, but he concentrated only on the
dctual contents of them. Ha evaluates the programs not ha
by the moral actions (or policies?) behind the broadcasts
but the moral actions beh the contents of the news,)

Respondent sald he preferred the British Broadcasting Co.
to the others because: "This one spoke the truth in the
clearest way. It did not add anything,"

Asked about his idea of the accuracy of these broadcasts,
respondent replied: "Radio Free Eurepe was in many cases
not right at all. We believed the Voice of America and
thaxBxBuvxmuehxmexzy London much more,"®

Regarding the ways he judged the accuracy of the stations,
respondent sald:N"We who listened es exc anged opinions and
information as to the accuracy ofk various programs, also
some of the people were from towns where they listened to
Radio Free Europe and could tell us whether what we listen-
ed to was true or not."

Respondent answered this question without much anthusiasm:
"1 don't think these broadcasts withe had any Eﬁtticular
t

effect in Hungary."(in answeziutéu n\}hlﬁl'ée-ﬁﬁrﬁ% %11Ruﬂpnndnnt says

neaking
Asked spacifically about Radio Free Europe, Seciebasinat it s
: respondent said: "I have told

you already that Radio Free Europe was elther mistaken, or
was lying, in quite a few cases, So we did not trust it
enough to teke things for granted which it said."

When rzespp respondent was told that some people had said that |
Western broadcasts and Radio Free Europe in particular helped

to inclte the Hungarian peopls to revolt by holding out prome=

ises of Western help, respondent remarked: "THis was not the

case the Revelution, but Radio Free Europe promised

help the Revolution ."
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XIX. AUDLIENCE REACTION TO RADIO AND LEAFLETS

A. Radlio, Respondent to foreion radio broadcasts, chilefly

the Radio Free Europe and the Voice of America, and occas-
ionally the B.B.C,

He found no differences batween them in thsir reception.

Speaking of jamming, raespondent said that Radio Free Europe

was jammed a ?rant deal, but added: "On a powerful radio

set, one can listen to one station on several diffarent

wave lengths., If one wave length was jammed, we switched

to amy another. That waw was all there was to it," '
end lOxa

Respondent listened only to broadcasts in Hungarian.

Askad how often he timimm listenad, raggnnd&nt raplied;
"We listened every two or three da 8y, chiafly to Radio
Free Europe; much of our time was busy with work,"

Respondent would talk about what he had heard on these
broadcasts, dapendinﬂiun what struck hig attention the
most, He talked on this only to acquaintances.

In regard to the circumstances under which hs listaned
to foreign broadcasts, respondent replied:"A good radio
set was received for use by the village, It was set up
in the community hall of the village, It was there that
we listened to foreign stations."

Asked how many people listened, respondent answered:
"There were usually five or six people, but not always
the same ones.®

In answer to a question, respondent said that those list
ening to foreign broadcasis took no precautions, because
it was the custom in the village, whsnanyone saw police
from out of town entering the village., to runand wa=mn
the listeners in the Community Hall,

Asked whether he heard about foreign broadcasts from othsrs
who had been listening, respondent said he did when there
were events or pga programs which impressed the ones who
told him about them,

In regard to risks involved in listening to these broad-
césts, or talking aboutthem, respondant said: " In some
places it was dangerous, but it depended very much on what
kind of AVO men there were in the village,and whether there
were enough to keep close watch on the people., I heard of
some cases where people were Imprisoned because they talked
to others about the foreign broadcasts."I heard that they
received one or two year jail terms.

% =
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. Aespondent has strong convictions about Hungarian political
partiasi as follows: “"The best party at home was the Small
doldexrs' party.”

ﬁ; regards parties in exile, respondent ma knew nothing about
eM.

Respondent had not heaxd of any parties revived in Hungary
during the Revolution.
was
. Asked what his attitude toward parties which resumed their organising

activities , that 45 to say what it wonld have been had he known sbout
ebout them, respondent xax says that not enly the x Small Holders

Furty,but also other parties, should have a right to organise,

legarding the question whether the groups which had left Hungary

in the years before the Revolution, should have returned te

their netive land to participate in the revived parties, res~

pondent sald: "The ones who would like to return should be ﬁg:

mitted, because it is svery one's right to return home, to

mother, or to his country.®

Respondent would like to return to Hungary only if it is liberated. |
Asked wheather he wanted to hsve hig children learn Hungarian, as 1

well as English, in the United States, respondent looked somewhat i
puzzled and saids "I don't want to get married here. " 1
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Respondent said he had never given any thought as to what
exiles could deo for Hungary,

As regards the 2X role of exiles during the Revolution, res-
pondent had not thought of what they might have dons, ami
HARRARRSEX

C. Redefecters, Respondent said he had never heard of an
xei redefection campeaign, He added that he knew of one that
was being staged now, and is directed at the refugees of the
Revolution,

D, Exile Tasks, In answer to a question, respondant said
thlttﬁ:ﬂplﬂ in Hungarz would liks to know of the exiles and
how are livin?: The people would like to know what

the Wes actualLI ooks like, how good the living conditions
are, and particularly what real freedom is in practica, and
how mxk much of all these things are the exiles anjoying

and receiving,”

repondent thinks thes
Heia:ding what the/pmp people in Hungery should know of the
exlles here, he said; "They should know that we exiles hers
do not have to fear a:gnna, and that we are under relativaly
good conditions, and that ths greatest difficulty is that we
don't know English,”

This is what respondent thinks the exiles should do now;
"They should organize an independant Hungarian army ready

to strike when & ® new Revolution breaks out. Meanwhile, thay
5huuiglnnﬁd as much help to the pecpls In Wengx Hungary as
poasible,

In regard to what he personallys could do, repondent zais
said: "Sexve and help the Hungarian causs by exemplary be-

havior, and by acquiring much kanowledge in my own field and
in life generally."

Respondent said hs would ,like to join the exiles sxsumzxxx
organization which is headed bg General Kiraly, (Interviewars
note: Respondent was informed by the interviewer of the name
of this organization.)

Asked what this organization should do, respondent replied
that it should persuades tha West to Ruk halp the Hungarian
people to regaln their freadom,

Regarding the question whether such an exile organization
should take in only the newer exiles, or the older ones as
well, respondent answered: "Everybady!"
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In raspondent s opinien, the people in Hungarz had
the following”opinions about those who fled; "Thay

were right in leaving, because sverybody has to quar
his life." ' S y

Assuming that people had had a chance to go to the
West, respondent thought that"not more than another
hundred usand” would have come to the Free World.
from Hungary.

B, Exile Organizations and Individuals, While he

was in Hungary, respondent was not aware of any org-
anizations and individuals in exile.

Respondent heard only , when he arrived here in low
York, that there were ﬁungariana here who wanted to
g0 to Hungary to fight there in the Revolution.

Respondent didn’t know of any exile organizations or
anything about them.,

Speaking of 1nd1u1dunls.rusEandent knows of Nicholas

Horthy, In hls village, he heard people describe Horthy

88 & couragsous military leader, and one who wantsd to

halp World War I veterans. Horthyk created an honor

g:uup for veterans of that war who had been particularly
roic. The title was called Vitez, Members of this ordsr

also received some land, and thay were highly respected

because they beleonged to the cream omshoswhodos of ths

erop of the population.

Interviewers notes These veterans would be equivalent

to holders in the United States of the Congressional Medal

of Honor) -~ Respondent also knows about Horthy that it

was in his regime, and according to k information available

to respondent, that more and more social m reforms were

introduced in Hungary,

Aespondent also knew of Otto of Hapshurg that he was pra-
tander to the throne ﬂf Hungary(and Austria ? ) and that
ha speaks Hungarian. He was told that old priests favored
Otto's return, but that he would not ® like to sea Hungary
again part of a Hapsburg smpire.

Asked what the people who fled Hungary before 1956 tried to
accomplish, and what they did achleve for Hungary, respon=

dent said: " I didn't expect any more from them than relief
shipments, and I understand that such were sent ganerously.”
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XVIII. ATTITUDES TOWARD EXILES AND EXILE
ACTIVITIES,

A. Characterization of Escapees. Here ars the views
of respondent on the refugees who escaped from Hungz
aryt "(1) In the first days of the Revolutlion, some
Communists® laft, Most of them returned ad after Mov
4th, I knew one of tham in Sopron, That fellow re-
turned to Hungary. - (2) The escapees who fled after
Nov. 4 consisted mostly of workers who feared deport
ation and jail or even death sentences, Also, &
great many students flad.®

Respondent estimated that mos t people left from
Western Hungary.,

As regards aga, respondent said that most who fled
ware young, certainly below 40 in most mms cases.

Raspondent said that as e regards the people who
stayed in Hungary, the types included: one group
of people who were not atfraid because they could
not or did not particiﬁsta in the Revolution,

= Another Ernup were se wRk who could not manage
an esca ecause they were too far from the border
either distance or in the number of Communist
interferences on the roads making such escapes dif-
ficult., =~ Still another gru:g were pEp people who
ware captured by the Ireon Curtain forces guarding
the border. -~ Alsc a fourth group who had children
or old people to take care of, =~ Summarizing this,
raspondent explained that no one likes to leave his

baloved country behind, and only people with compell=
ing reasons fled,

Asked how he feels about the escapees,respondent
answereds ' end disk 9xB

This is how respondent feels about those who stayad
bshinds “Hungarglcannut and should not be desertasd=
by every one, that 1ls people leaving it, If this
happened, it would not be Hungary any more, but
wuuid become part of Russia,"

Asked for an example of a person that respondent

knew who decided to remaln Iin Hungary, even though

he had an opportunity to aﬁcaga. respondent said:
fRgka"Actually our entire village might have fled,but
loved their country too much to flee unless lives
were in danger."
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Generalissimox@ka Chiang Kai=Sheks " I heard tha
name. He is some military leader, I guess,"

Ferenc Nagys "I know that he was Hungarian Minlster
=President, but I do not knew much about him,"

Roosevelts "You mean the atomic spies who were exec=
uted in the United States? (Interviewer told respond
ent that the ones he was referring to were named

Rosenberg. Respondent still said that he did not
know who Roosevelt was, )

Chancellor Adenauer: Respondent didn't know anything
gbout him, or who he wae.

Stalin: "He was g dirty rat who sent millions to
death.”®

Eiianknv: "He was not Lln power long enough to judge
"

Generallssimo Francos "I never heard of him,"
Bevan: "1 have never heard this nama."

K¥ Khrushchev: "He is a dirty Communist," (Inter-
viewers note: This is not just an accident. Again
and ma again thls interviewer heard in hig var-
ious contacts that the simple term 'dirty Commun=-
ist® is the worst name that could be 2£yﬂn, since
Communist' is bad enough, and when 'dirty' is
ads added to it, there cannot be an{:hing worge,
;t la?st from tﬁa standpoint of ordinary Hunoar-
ans,

Tito:"He ls a turncoat.”
Peron: "1 have never heard of him,"

Molotov: "I don't know him. He 1s some Russian
big shot."

Ollenhauer: "I have never heard of him,"

Churchlll: "Some very old politician, I heard that
ne was very Important." (Interviewer asked res-
pondent what nationality Churchill was, but the
later did not know).
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AVII. KNOWLEDGE OF AND ATTITUDES TOWARD
SELECTED PERSONALITIES

This was respondent’s Zwiim definition of who is
the greatest living Hungarian: "I could not name
ény one, but the greatest Hungerian is the one
who was the greatest leader in the Hevolution.®

B, Imre Magy: "He differed from Communiet lines,
énd wanted to govern thae countxy, giving it more
freedom, ™

Cardinal Mindszenty: "An innocent person who is
held in captivity. He i3 3 good patriot,and an
cutstanding mzmi religious leader."”

Laszlo Rajk: Mespondent said he didn't know Rajk
well enough to express an opinion,

Erno Gero: "A dirty bum,"

Janos Kadar: "A mass murderer who ought to know
better since he m himself wastortursd long in
prison,"

General Bela Kiraly: "He was a good Aevolutionary
leader,"

Anna Kethly; "She is a good patriot. She was off-
ered 12,000 francs in Switzerland and offered it
to the Hungarian students,”

Presldent Eisenhower: "It was nice of him to glve
rafuge to Hungarians, but the rest of tha refugees
shn:ld ﬂlsn be permitted to come to the United
States,

Respondent did not know anything about Sacretary
General Hammarskjold of the United Natlons., He
likewise is not informed about secretarybof State
Dulles, or as regards Eden or of former President
Truman."

Mikoyan: "I have never heazd of ha him."

Nehrus "Is he ths Roman emperor who was 30 cruel?"
(Interviewers note: Interviewer pronounced the name
several times, and then Informed the respondent that
the Roman emperor he was referring towwas Nero, and
respondent observed: "Well, hmxdassxmet I do not
know who Nehru is.")
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Start

of 9xB
Confronted with the question of what should have

bgen done in the autumn and winter of 1956, by

the United Nations, respondent sald: "If the Sov-
iets had refused to sX comply with the resolutions
of the U.N., as they did, help to Hungary should
hava then been expanded through dispstch of a
police force by the U.N."

Regarding any possible U.N, aid to Hungary in the
foreseeable future, respondent replied: "I hope
but I just don't kme know,™
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Respondent asked why differences or discriminations
should be made raiarding what kinds of people should
be allowed to visit the satellite countrigs, rep-
resentatives of trade unlons, tourists, and son on
~~he said every one should be entitled to Go.

Regarding what the visitors should be told about
Hungary before they go there, respondent said: "They
should not be told to visit the Communist leaders,
but rather see the plain people,”

Asked who should inform prospective visitors s to
Hungary of what they should or might like to see,
and talk to, respondent said it didn't make any
difference.

Regarding whether Hungarians would like to FEwxcugny
receive Western books and periodicals, respondent
said: "Very much so. No Communist papers would be
read at all," Respondeni added: 2kadzx "Kadar won't
tolerate it,"

Asked whether it would mske any difference to Hungar -
ian people, whether exiles from Hungary were assoc-
iated with such agtivities as above, respondent
Igp%ﬁgi; "Why xmk talk about it? Why make a question
] n

in regard to the 1948 Marshall Plan, respondent said
"1 was too young at that time, and although I heaxrd
the name, I do not know anything zbout it,"

Asked why America fought in Korsa, respondent gave
his opinion: "To liberate Kores from Communism, and
the Americans fought long and well, There were many
Koreans in Hungary, and I heard that they fought in
Hungary on the side of the Revolution.®™ Asked wheth*”
er ne knows any other reasons, respendent sizx Says

he knows of no other,

J. The United Nations. Respondent thought that the
U.N. could definitely have influenced the events in
Hungary during the ix last months of 1956: "If durk
ing the Revolution the U.N. had dealt affectively
with the Hungarian question, without being handi-
capped by the Eggptian prnblﬁm, the Soviets would
have withdrawn thair troops,!
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OxA cont'd.

H, The United States / -~ Agked what impressed him
most in the first few months here, respondent said:
"First, I was astonished to sse so man autos; second
s0 meny very tall bullidings." -(Interviewers note:
Respondent smiled apologetically after having made
this statement, and asized that he had not been
long enough in the U.S. to observe other character-
istics of American life. He has little occasion to
talk to many people. Another comment he made was the
size and bulk of the newspapezrs.) .

Regarding what the United Statas should do now for
the people and nations of W Eastern Europe, res-
pondent replied: "Negotietions should be carried on
and the hand of the Soviets should be forced. No
attempts should be given up that might force tha
Soviets to withdraw from Hungary and other slave
countries.,”

Asked for his opinionas to the present paolicy of the
U.S.A. ; respondent answered that he lacks informath
ion to give any views favorable or unfavorable to
u-l-'s'.l p’ﬂ' iﬂ?ll

Aegarding whether the U,S,A. should give aid to
prasent governments of Poland, Yugoslavia, and
others, respondent sald: "Yes, by all means!" But
not to Yugoslavia,"

Respondent thought that Hungary was ln great need
of aid, and such help should be given regardless

of what the government is,bscause if only part of
the aid reaches the people, it is very important.

fAespondent feels his attitude on the above questions
nas not changed since he gxam came to the UeSaAs,
A

Asked what shai should be the &merican goverhment's
relations with the present government of Hungaxry
respondent replied: "This 1s a very difficult queste
lon. I think that trade relations should be main=-
taiﬂad, and also diplomatic relations should not be
broken."

Coricerning the gquaestion of whether people in Hungary
would like to ses more Western visitors, respondent
replied: "No doubt, they would be very happy to have
visitors from the free countriss,™

;"/
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Respondent said thlﬂrtha people whom he heard ex-
pressing their opinions said the German army was
much better disciplined as to both officers and
enlisted men than ths Russian army,

RE;Egndant emphasized again that both occupation
drmies were hated by the population because they
were tools of oppression from abroad, but the
Russians were hated more,

G. Western Europe. Rmzpmiunt Respondent had no
information on NATO. He had never heard of its
éxistence.

Respondent had never heard of the British Labor
Party.

According to the impression of the respondent, the
§tandard of living in the following countriss
Tanks for sach country, in the following oxder,
West Cermany first, Great Britain, Italy,Egypt,
Greece, and Soviet Russia,

H.
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Asked for his views on the Isrszeli invaslon, res~-
pondent said that he did not have enough informat-
ion on this to express an opinien,

Respondent said that the question whether Egypt
:}5 iéggt in nationalizing the Suez Canal is over
s head.

As stated previously, respondent did feel that the
events in Egypt had a great effect on daovelopments
in aryhdur the autumn of 1956, As hal had
said, s amoun to 3 tr:ﬂady for Hungary be-
cause that event prevented the Western free count-
ries from taking the necessary steps in the Hungan-
ian crisis, For there ranks were divided morally as
wall as strategically spazking,

F. West Germany, It is respondent 's impression that
the living standards in West Germany are veryxih high,
The Germans have & good life, and are second in pros-
pexity only to the Unlted States.

Told that some people have said that the Germans
are dangerous and may start another war, respondent
enswered: "They would not start a war. They would
like to unite their(dismembersd)country, and that
is & just aspiration.®

Asked about West German rearmament, respondent said:
"This is all right, bscause half of their country is
in bondage, and the Russians will never pull out if
they are not faced with strength,”

Respondent did not know whethsr the German army was
stronger or weaker than that of Britain or of France .

Respondent said he would not dare to estimate the fec
term of service in the Western Germany army, but he
can state , for comparison's sake, that the term in
Austria is nine menths,

Asked to compare the Russian andmthe German armies s
when they occupied Hungary, respondent replied that
the Russians were mm much more disagresabls, although

the German army was not liked either. In fact, it
was hated,
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Asked whether he thinks that Tito snd Yugoslavia have
taan influential in Eastern Europe, he says that he doesn't
oW .

Respondent cannot make up his mind whether he should or could
view Tito as the originator of National Communism,

His general attitude and his general view of Tito axe
expressed in the following words: "Tito utters no word

that could be trusted in any way, He is a dirty turncoat.
Here are his viewe of Tito's relations with other E£ast
Eurupgan“natiuns: "He no good redations with elther Hungary or
Rumania,

Asked about his relations with Russia, respondent says:
"They are not good friends, but the political plcture
1s the same in bothe countries.”

About Tito's relations with the Wests "Tito would
prebably like to take advantage f£fo the Westeyn countries,.®

Thls is respondent’s wview of Tito's positlon vis a vis
Hungary and the Hungarlan revolutlioni "His behavier

was anything but exemplary. He protested, but hs

graggad Ela feet when it came to doing enything for Hungarian
reedom.

This is respondent's attitude toward Titolsm and Titolsts

in the satelite nations: "Tito would like to have communism of
nis ETH, but the Hungarian people don't wish the same deal

at sll."

Asked whether Tlto is popular in Yugoslavia, respondent
offers thls opinion: "Tito is disliked by the peopla,
His policies are utterly disliked,®

Respondent claims to have noi knowledge of internal
conditions in Yugoslavia.

Z.The Middle Esst. When respondent is asked to say something
about the invasion of the Buez Canal, to offer opinion,

this is what he comes up with: "This was the tragedy of Hungary.
Thag (the United Nagions did not manage to take the

right EtEEE in favor of Hungary. Had the English and the French
not attacked Egypt, the situation of the Hungarian revolution
would have bsen much, much better, for then the entire wonld
would have turned against the Soviets, ¥
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because of their courageous resistance to communist
domination, And he thinks thé&t Yugoslavia is the least
popular bacause &f the %ave:nment*s dixty policies. Becauss
of Lts, politicking in foreign affelrs, playing both ends
against the other. Respondent says that he shares the general
feelings of the people on these polnts.

But he had no parscanl contact with these nations.

-Asked what would happen if free slectlons were held in these
countries, respondent answered that communism would be over
in a jiffy, Asked whether there would be a difference in speed
- of abolishing communism he sald that perhaps Yugoslavia
would be slower to do so, but in the end the will of the
people would bacome declslve,

Respondent thinks that the living standard 1A the East
turopean countries 1s the highest in East Gexmany and
he thinks that Czechoslovakis is the sscond, but then
he refuses to line the other auntries up.

C. Poland. Hespondent feels that he iz so little 1liformed
gn the Polish situation that he cannot offer any opinien on
 rie

Hespondent again and again refuses to make commsnts on
Gomulka and his government.

The unl¥ utterance he is willing to make in this connsction
1s the following: "when the Hupgarian people steood u

in a revolution, the Poles were afraid to stir. It

tragic that they wereafraid because had they stood up,

the other natlons would have followed and the entire
outcome would have been quite dlfferesnt, The entire

Soviet system would have collapsed.”

Respondent thinks that ths events in Poland had mmno
mejoreffect on the events in Hungary except that the
revolution started withh a sympathy demonstration for the
ceuse of the Polish,

Respondent thinks that there were no changes in freedom of
.eepression in Poland before Gomulka's rise to power.

Respondent knew nothing of significant developments in
Poland before the Poznan ricts.

Asked whether he would have prefsred the Hungarien revolution
to take & path along Polish lines, respondent answered:

"The revolution was unaveidable and as a result the Soviast
U"ion lost its reputation zll over the world,”

(Interviewer's note: This answer as some others are very
typical indirect Hungarian answers. They are incomparebly
moere typical of Hungerianz peasants and workers thn of
Hungarian middle class people. In their way of thinking this
wés a very clear declaration that he would EBeby no means

hzve preferred that the Hungarian revolution take a

path along Polish lines, )
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@ XVI. EVANIS QUTSIOE HUNGARY

A. Russla: Asked about chances of changes inside Russia,
raspondent says: changes can be bruuiht about only by
the revolution, but it will be awfully difficult pﬂngéa
think because the Secret Police system ia stronger than
that in Hungary."

- Asked about the feeling s of the people in Russia,
raspondent says: "Moat Russians are fad up with communism
amd they also feel their misarz. They also have Imaglnations
- and can think that there is a better life, and thgy certainly
heard that from soldiers who wers in Hungary and'Bther
countries which are mere civilized than Russia.”

Asked whather changes are more likely to occur

through gradual liberslization or revolution respondent

says: "Revolution! Russia after all 1s the xmEmxx real homs

of communism and the secret police is stronger than any where,
T?un the regime cannot be overthrown by other means than
violence,"

Asked what the result of free elections in RussfA\j would
be, respondent sald: "No doubt the communist regime
would be doomed,"

Asked what kind of governmant would result, respondent

says: "I don't know, perhaps democract. Tﬁa Russlan are
too weak to form a good government, They are too primitive.
l've heard from former Hungarlan prisoners of war who had
baen in Sovlet Russh thaia the Russians sre a very very
backward psople."

Asked what the top leaders of Rus are like, respondent says:
“Th&Imarﬁ the former jallblrds. The lowest scoundrels you

can imaglne. They shouldn't live among human beings

bacause they don't behave like humans."

_Asked what their over-all aims are, respondent says (thinking
aparently of the dangers he faced as a farm boy): "Their
a8im 1s to collectivize allm countries in whichm they have
. established their rule., The five pointed star symbolizes
the conguest ef the five continents of the world, and
they proclaim %xit.

Asked about the motives of personalitles of the Russdan
leaders, the respondent says: "They would llke to be as God is:
omnipotent, and omniscient.”

This is respondent’s opinion of the diffesences batween
the Russdan leaders and the Hungarian communist
leadership: "There is little difference. Both of them
are inhuman savages just the same."

B. Easterxn curope; COmparing Red dominated countries of Eastern
Europe, Respondent says that Poland is the most popular

in Hunoary and tasgt Germany perhaps the second most popular

e il il
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Respondent's attitude to this material is that it provided
much better information about forein affairs tham the
Communist papers which lied, Asked how available it was, he
sald that it was not avalleble st all, it just happened that
some Hungarian railroad men sither crossed over to Austiria
or had contact with Austrian people and received coples

of this paper,

Respondant doesn't know of any lllegal publicatioms, end
he didn't know of any books or publicstions which were
illegal while he was in Hunoary.
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XV.IHE FORMATION OF PUBLIC QPINION

A. World events: Respondent had ro knowledge of the Secret
Speech of Khrushchev at the Twentieth Fatty Congress,

He has never heard of Senstor McCarthy,
He has never heard of the fall of Peron,

Asked about the private life of Rakosi henm s8yss "1 heaxd
-that he had been for somg eight years in jail, and that
there he incited his buddies to atage & hunger strike.
Ouring the strike he ate secretly and his buddies
persevered, thinking that if Rakosl can do it, so can they.
They dled and Rakosi survived." - Asked for his opinion

on this respondent says that Rakosl i3 & dirty rat.”

B. Sources of personal information, Asked from what sources
he drew most of his Infomation about what was happening, res-
pondent says from radios and from papars, Asked which

one 6f these sources was most important to him, he says

the stations Radio Free Europe and Voice of Amerlica,

C. Word of mouth. Asked what sort of news he got by
woxd of mouth, he answered: "I heard about the dirty deals
and the low blows of thas regime."

Asked from what sort of ganpla he got this news, he says
they were peasants of all kinds of ages,

D. Reading habits. Asked about his reading habita,

ih the area of newspapers, respondent says: "I had to

subscribe to the Szabed Nep, It was compulsory to

subscibe to it, but 1 read only sports, and sometimes foraign
affalrs news., There was very little writtén on foreign affairs
by the way.

Asked what he particularly distrusted, respondent says:

*1 wasn't interested in work competitions and I hated

to hear the nonsensical news of the Western imperialism/
Those sounded just like an owl saying to a sparrom:

*You have big eyes." (Interviswer's note:; This i= a Hungarian
saling, very frequently quoted meaning of course that the
Gullty person points to the innocen t person and

says, you're guilty,)

Hespondent didn't read any publications from the USSR
or the other satélites, nor did his family nor his friends.

Asked about publimtions from the West, respondent says rﬁp
that for about six months he tecdivad every other week a
copy of the Becsi Hirlap.(; free Hungarian newspaper T

edited in Vienna b Hun¥arain eéxiles).He explains that
hereceived the copies of this Bacei Hirlap from
réilroad men,

e —— i T
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Russia, in Rumania, in Yugoslavia, and in Austria could all
get together, because there would be no boundary lines
between them, )

Respondent thinksd that it 1s probable that such & federation
of states could be created,

He would like tos ee Austrls, Germany, Czechoslovakis, Foland,
Rumania and Yugoslavia included., - Asked whether tha

people of H, ngary would approve of such a solution,

raspondent answered: °I don't think that HUngarians

would consent to it. People distrust any zlliance. Thay

have had sot many bitter experiences with alliances,”

Askead whether he finds Hungary's present boundarias
acceptable, respondent answered; "Nol"

Asked about territorial adjustment, respondent says:
"The sreas whose population would vote to belong to
Hungary should become part of Hungary again."

Resgandant says that he is very much concerned over the
problem of Hungarian minoritges living outside Hun ary.
He says that tﬁa United Nations EhGUlg sge to 1t that
those people not be oppressed by either communism

or their fellow nationalities,

Respondent declares that this whole question is vary
very important to him,
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. respondent said: "The purchase of farm machinery should be made
pﬂ;aﬁbﬁ: by thgegnvignmantﬁ By giving long term credit
whic ve to pald on the installment plan by indepsndent
individual farmers.” F : " :

Asked whether should put & maximum limit to the amount of
land any one individusl or family may owa, respondant
_EIIEI "If people earn land by their work, land should
not be limited, but 1t should not be returned to those

who owned it befere, because those people had the 1t for
. nothing."

wWhen respondent is told about two kinds of govarnment
hypothetically existing he decided definitely for the free
type of government.

Asked whether he is in favor of outlawing bhe communist
party in an independent Hungary, the respondent answered:
"1'd like to outlaw it. I don't like to even hear the

word communist, I am really sicl and tired of sufferdng=
communist oppression. Day by day such conversations were
heard in the streets: 'Wwhere did you go buddy?' - 'I go

to the council house' - *What for?' =~ 'I've besn called

to answer charges of belated delivery.' = But at the

same time I feel that In & democract i?ar¥ Ea:ty should

be permitted to run. They won't get any followers anywey."

C. International position. Asked what ¥ position he would
want HUnga:I to have ldeally rxespondent says: "Complete independance
and neutrality like thet of Austria.®

Rexz Resm ndent wishes no relationship with the Soviet Union
at all. He wants to have good commercial ties with the East
Europan States with the rest of Europe, and with thE Usa.

Respondent is definitely not infavor of military allianca
with any power blocs. As stated above, he wishes to hawe
good trade relations, and he also would favor 3 vexy good
.cultural relations with all countries,

Asked about the possibitity of some sort of Federation
. of Danubian States, respondent says that he never thought of
it.

4

He has never heard of it sithem.

Asked what he himself thinks of such a Federation, he explained:
: X "It would be best if

Hungary were left alone. DBut perhaps it is better if several

factors are added to increase economic efficiency and sirength,

and to make it possible that we Hungarians _have contact

with wach other." (Interviewer's note: By H ngarians having

contack with each other, respondent meant to say that if

Hungary would join forces in a conglomerate of states

with neighboring countries, the H noarians who live in

Czechoslovakia, in the Carpatho-UKraine of today's
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@ *WV- SOGIAL POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC IDEOLOGY

A, Indepsndent Hungarys Asked what he would want an
independent Hungary to be l1Bke, respondent says:
"An 1ndependent democratic country."

B. Detalls on sconomy: Asked whethser Hungary should

emphasize agriculture of industry, respondent
-answareds “Az:iuulture is more backward in Hungary now.

The communists devaloped haeavy industyy more and rulned

agriculture by collectivdzation. Agriculture will have
* to be helped an awful lot.

Asked whether Hungary should emphasize heavy or light
Industry, respondant says that it should be light industxy,
that is emphaslzed, because thers is a very great nesd

for commoditieg. Asked which product in particular

should be emphasized, he says farm implements industry
should be particularly well developed.

Asked if the communist regime were overthrown what he thinks
should be done with the national intarEriais. respondent
amswered: "I never thought of thés problem, I am

inclined to ®ink that 1f somaons, liks we had a case

in a neighboring vlllaga; well if someone started out with

a smnli ahop and made skill, perseverance and know-

how a large plant from it, it should belong to him no}

to any communisty.

Asked about the kolkhozes and state farms, respondent EaKE= "They
should be disolved instantly end should be returned to their former owners.
This refers to collectives, State farms are much better

than colletives because the people had decent wages. Thay

were inde t wage owners. State ferms paild %he workers

who went relatigely decently, It was like a factoxry,

and above all, no one was forced to work; he who worked

was paid, and that was 1t." = (Interviewar's note:

This interviewer whshes to call very speclal attention

to this explanatlon of a young ferm boy. This interviewer

heard similar views from others of the same background.

Meny people with similar background seem to amphasize

.again and eagain in very different ways, thsat depsndence

and coerciaon was the worsdl in workéng on large estates, |

Asked about the government's role in the economlic system uﬁi
an independent Hungary, respondent saysy but only after he'lisked
about tm his attitude to government ownership of industry
thansportation etc., Industries and transportation should belong
to individual owners. Government ownership is opposed
by people and so is ownership of large estates. Such
estate holders were bossing over poor people and humiliated

. them in many ways."

(Interviewer's note: cf. Interviewer's remark).

Asked what role govEernment should play in agriculture,
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Asked whether he desired a war between the USSR and
the US, respondent answered: "Not at all. I don't
think there is ons Hungarian who would desire a

world catastropha by provoking & third world war."

Respondent 1s reluctant to guess at all if such a
war 1s likely to occur.

Asked about 1'ns other than war respondent names United

Nations ssure above all and goes on saying an
internatlonal police force did the trick Egypt.
The same way should be pickeds for solution in
the case of Hungary.

Asked about Internal changes in the Soviet Unlon
leading to imimmmaixzhanuex a2 settlemt in Bastern
Europe, respondent says: "I don't think that

such could come very soon, but it is not impossible
at all in the long run. Fnru%ﬁ_ ist it is easy

to effect changes. Take how} Emﬁﬁhar of Rakosi
seemad to be, and still it was eo easy to get rid of
him when those in power saw it fit.®

B. Hopes 1n retrospact. About his expectations for
the future in the lastiten years and his hopes,
respondent does not separate the two although

he 1s first asked only one, he includes thé

answars to the second; "1 ﬁnpsd all the time that
dgreement between the United Statesxasm and the
Soviets can be achieved and that the Soviets wathdraw
their troops from Hungary.” (Intsrviewexr's notes
Probed whether hae really refers to the years prior
to the revolution, respondent very pointedly said:
"Iﬁs he does refer to the years prlor to tha rev-
olution.

Respondent has something to add to this statement and
he makes the addition mmxih by himselfs "At the same
time I was afraid that waz would break oWt between ths
two, and others, most people thought the same.

Asked about changes in his estimates and hopes in the
last ten years, respondent answered; my hopes were
dwindling in tﬁ& last two years because I saw that
such agresments did not comé into life despite endless
negotiations."”



A. Next few years: Here are respondent's guesses about
the next few Iia:u. and here are his hopes: "The Russlans
willii leave within the next few years as I hear from
others. I think the same. The Russians are blamed

by the entire world and I conclude from what I hear

over the radio that the Russlans will have to talks

a conclliatory attitude and they will have to realiese
that they are unwanted. They will have to withdraw

from Hungary."

Probed for his oplnion of what the expectatlons of
people still in Hungary are respondent says: "Most
of them think what I do, but you just can't put a
deadline on thier expectatlons.™

Asked what respondent expects the Russians to do

he answers: "The Russians won't withdraw by themselves,

They will have to be compelled by the United Nations,

Nobody leaves paradise by himsel¥. If so much international
prassure 1s put on the Russlians that they resalize

thedir position, that they see that the entire world

is turned against tkem its only then that they will
withdraw,"

As for the West, respondant hopes that it will
continue negotiations with the Russfjns pressing
head for thelr withdrawal from Hungary.

Asked what compromise he would accept, respondent
angwered: "The only real soluticn is never to see
any part of Soviet occupsation in Hungary. Soviet
occupation is so deeply hated by all Hungarians
that they will have to leave,"

Asked about a Poland type selution, respondsnt says
that he finds it a still better solution than the end-
less terror which is relgning now in Hungary, but

he emohasized agaln that the only real desclution
would be 1if Hungary were completely freed from Soviat
occupation. When he is asked what the Hungarian
people think of this he answereds "I am sure thay

all would widh to see all Russians go,"

Asked about the means abawixwh by which hks hopes
could be realized, respondent offers thls suggestion:
"If the free world would find means to coerce the
Russians to leave, if possible by making agresment
with them, if not by military meand." (Intexviswszls

] .
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Es Government officials. Asked whether officlals in

the local government could be found who would be willing
to forget the rules and help people in trouble, respondent
answers:s "Well, this was the case with our Party sacretary
who as I told before resisted all eollectivization
efforts, and helped people in trouble inevery

other way= non=-party members were genarally spesking

quite anxious to help people in trouble, the ones

I knew and 1 hegard of. There 1ls one concrete case,

a Mav officer (Interviewer's note: Msv 1s the name

of the Hungarian State Railroad SYstem), was kicked

out and lost his job because he tried to halg Eguple

too courageously- I saw an attorney at law flighting

vary courageously for a3 defendant.”

F. Corruption, Respondent had no experiences, nor did
he hear about any cases of corruption, and he doesn't
think that there is much of it to be found,

G, Competence of laaders., Asked to estimate the gompetency
and efficiency of various groups which hold power in
Communist Hungry comes up with these answerst

Secxet Bolice: "They were actually not competent,

It needs no training and it is not the sign of
competence to beat people. Thelr investigations were
beged on beating and torturing ﬂaupla and others were
helped by walle-trained German Shepherds (Interviewer's
nots: of course respondent refers to dogs and

in Hungarian they are not called German Shephards, but
literally translated, wolf dogs). The Secret Police
had to find one or more culprits if there was an
accueation, go they tortured people as long as they
were not able to pin the label of quilty on

somebody.”

Army leadership: "Hungary had no good military leadership
undsr communism the leaders wers not competent because the
communists did away with the old and well irained army

officers.”

Respondent declined to give any estimetion of Russian
army leadership,

Hespondent is inclined to estimats thafat sbout 50 per
cent only of burgaucracy werse compéetent.

RSR— | Lam— m—— T TR,
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In regaxrd to whether the Hunggrian paople expectad
much from Russian soldiers who sided with them, |
responded said: "No, thainsidn*t expect much from -
them,tﬁ:rticularly AEX since thay had found thukxx |
that Russian soldiers were very poor ones in |
combat . They dared to attack only if they wers

2 drunk, and they were afraid of the civilian popul- |
ation sverylhthere l

- Questioned where respondent heard all of this, he
gaid from fﬂupla and from radlio broadcasts. As to
how reliable these sources were, he said he heard
it from colleagues (interviewaers nots: apparently
from railroaders) «who came from those places whare
such svents took place.

in regard to whether the respondent had heard of
cases of brutality by Soviet soldiers, inflicted

on Hungarians dur the Revolution, he answered:
L heard of cases where Russian soldisrs shot at
unarmed demonstrators. This occurred in Budapest,™
- Qestioned as to his source for this, respondent
replied as before that he had heard this from rail- |
roaders and from radiom broadcasts.”

End if inserted part
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Asked about the general views of Russian soldiers wh
were in Hungaizlduring the past few years, respondan
sald: "They called Hungary § paradise, and did not
want to leave it, I waskso told by many people.® =
At interviewers question whethar there were people
whon talked to them extensively, respondent said
"Yes. Peaple who had been prisoners of war in Russia
and spoke Russian, talked 3uita a bit to the
Russian troops in Hungary,

Regarding the behavior of Russian troops during the
Revolution, respondent gave this information: "The
ones who were here in Hungary knew that the Hung-
arisn people were oppressed, but they had it welil
in Hungary, and did not want to return to Russia,
When the Hevolution broke out, and these troops had
to firelhon the people of ’'paradise!, many of the
Russiazn ixewsp troops, and perhaps & majority of xhe
them, sided with the ﬁavulutiunﬂ particularly when
they saw that otherwise they would have to go back
to Russla. The Russian leaders found this out,

and racalled these old troops, and sent in new onas,
I sald that Russian soldiers sidad with the Hungar-
ians, because they also felt that they did not have

freedom k in Russia,and also bacause thaydidn't want
to return there.”

Asked for concrete examples of Russian troops siding
with the Hungarians and the Revolution, respondent
gave this mx example: "Consider a case in Veszprem
Kulso, There were thres armorasd cars sent against
the Hungarlian demonstrators in the hills., When the
cars approached, they hoisted a white flag, hence
the Hungarians did not shoot at them. The ﬁusuian
soldlers climbed out of the cars, and surrendered gu
The Hungaxians disarmed them, and sent them to“Whare
aver they wanted to. The studants umnng the Hungari-
ans then took over the armored cars and fought with
them from then on,"

Regarding what he knows thess Russian soldiers did,
respondant sald: "They certainlv did not want tntﬂz

back to the Russians, and probably they fled to
Free World.,"

Asked about other concrete cases, respondent replied
that he heard of several taking place in Budapest,
but that he a was not pree praesent and does not
exactly recall what he was told, ~Regarding whan be
heard those storieskand wherse, respondant emphatic-
ally asserted that he hearxd them during the fevoluts
ion right 1n Hungary.
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Heiarding whether enlisted men spoke among them-
selves openly, respondent said: " Yes, very open-
. ly. They hated all that baloney they were given
in the octrination classes, and of course also
ﬁl&ﬂnt?d }h—a behavior of the officers and the
[ ] lul Eﬂ

Respondent had already told us several things ahout
oppositlon behavior ~resistance ~and if analyzers
3% are lnukin% for such, thay should refer to the
beginning of this chapter and in the rest of the
remarks on the army,.

D, Russlan Troops, When respondent was told that
some people say that Hungarians' feclings about the
Russian army are due to the events of s he
raplied: "Not at all. That is not the reason., The
reason is what ke is going on right now, and whi
whoever has had a chance to expsrience the system of
Communism, he really has grown to hate it, Because
of Communism, he has become disgusted with the Russ~
lans." - At intarviawarn probe, why people came to he
disgusted with the Russlians, and not with Communism
and such, respondent answered: "You are right in ask-
ing why the Russians, but thes situation 1s that the
real home of Communism is Russla, and thers are s
iﬁ:at many people who are opposed to the regime but
cannot do anything because they are confronted
with well armed forces." - Asked how he knows ih=
this, respondent explained: "There were a great
many people under Soviet captlvity who returned
home, and they told us what happened in the Soviet
Union, in the kiik kolkhozes, and told us how o
mressed the Russian peasantry §3." -~ Asked whether
those pﬂuglﬂ spoke Russian, respondent explained:
"Yes, most of them had imr learned some Russian,"

Concerning any experience the respondent may have
had with the Russian occupation army in 1945, he
sakeix sald that he was too young at that time, and

. he would not remember, He adds that he heard that
their culture was low, and that 1in many things
the Hungarians were astonished how Russlans could

. act-~-for xx Instance, when a Russian soldlier wants
to clean cherries in the rest room, he xflushes
them down in the toilet bowl, then rushes down
stairs to the first flooxr, and brandishing his rifle
demands his cherries! The same story is told about
a fish, A Russlian soldier tried to wash a fish in
the toilet @, it was washed down{when the toilet was
flushed) and thEY were surprised and called it a

= stealing machine Another act of the Russians was
EEMIL‘ ‘E'U—Em'u%_m'an' Y Without anZﬁ:, and also that they
were behaving in a terrible way toward women. In

8 great many communitieg, they raped the women.?
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Asked about the forms of politidal indogtrination
respondent’s brother was exposed to in the army,

he sald: "This was an every day matter in the ammy,
not only during basic training, but during the en-
tire itary service. Every weak wesek there were
political classes, thrae to the week., Now it is not
80 easy to make dupes out of 22 year old men, and
it happened many times that some of theses youths,
who were clever ait expressing themselves, who were
eloquent and daring at the same time, were excussd
from indoctrination classes. They were pleased, and
didn't feel sorry for having been kicked out." -

Asked why these youths were excused he classes
raspondent explained: "For ianminna¢E%EEEE_EEE“E*'*‘“-iEEEEEEEE’
history class, and when teaching this, musgxuwsy

much politics was included in if. In such clagses,
it happened on many an occasion, that the training
officer said that am such and such event took place
at such and such time, and than a youth whe get up
from the ranks of the socldisrs - a"hald" soldier
(Interviewers note: One maxkk of the 'I:hl.nais that
the soldiers resented was that in line with an old
Russlan custom, the recruits were given a cloge hair
cut which made them almest bald--not & craw cut as
in the American army =~ this was not so in the army
during the two world wars) - the much despised young
soldlier told the training officer that he was mis-
taken because that event took place at another time
and place than the offlcer had said, Of course, such
a youth was more polished and educated, not just
a fellow like the training officer who spoke with
little knowledge just g§ because it happensd to ba
hls assignment." =~ Asked what happened in such a
case, respondent answerad; 8 "The officer in charge
sent the youth out of the room, telling him not to
disturb the trainlhg program, He didn't feel 1liks
?etting into an argument because he was awars of the
act that that youth knew much more than he did.,"

Whether some people whuxmmruxini indoctrinated by the
Communist ideology, which was so extensively taught,
respondent said: "There were extremely few who could
be influenced by Communist politics." {Interviewers
Note: Emmuxign In using the word ipolitics' respond-
ent of course meant id&nlagz, but this Interviewer
thought that it might be noteworthy that has doesn't
make any distinction between i1deology and politics,
and he is not the only one among respoendents).
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Asked how #% well the officers were trainad, res~
pondent sald: "The training of the officers did
not take much time, Thal attended a school whose
courses lasted from 12 to 14 mi months, When they
left that school, thagihacnmu deputy lisutenants.
(Interviewers note: This is the lowsst rank for an
officer in the Hungarlanaxmy "Peoples' Army"),

Re ardinﬂgwhathar some officers were batter than

-:23. othexrs in the sense of having a more humane

attitude towards the men, raaﬁundant said: "Yes,

there were, but only a few. These were chiefly |
officers of the previous regime.," |

Asked the same question about N.C,0.'s, respondent
énswerad: "Unfortunately, only those men wore sel-
ected for N.C.0,'s who knew how to mistreat peopla,

and how to tire out the men."

Regarding whether there was a difference betweesn per =
suaded Communist officars and those who wers not,
respondad answered: "The difference was marked, For .
instance, if some one walked into the office where

an officer was sitting who had been an % offiger und-

er the previcus regime, that edée officer did not '
kick the recruitm out of the office, telling him that '
he should learn how to enter an office; ami he knaw
how to iakkxiaxihaxxrmmxuitxiikexmdumanchstayg spealk
to that recruit like a man. He spoke
wannexy xxBukxithaxpffinpraxninthax@enanisicxeging | tone worthy
(Interviewers note: This last phrase is 3 waxhamt |of & human
verbatim quotation from the respondeni’s w remarks|being
as all thoss remarks are edited only a2 little, but
atums oounxztim otherwise verbatim)-ths ﬁffisarﬁ
ofthe Communist regime thought that the soldiers
ware thair humble servants.®

As to whether some people got better treatment in £
the army than others did, respondent answersed: "
There were no exceptions made, except that members
of the DISZ, Communist youth organization, or those
h whose fathers were members of a collective farm,
were given leaves XUHMUbe aREBO0GsESeoBNOEIok::
SODDRIGK If the son of an individual
farmer(not in a collectlive) applied for a leave to

0 homs and help in the harvest, he was told that

s father should join a collective farm. (Inter-

viewers nott note: -Tha custom in the Hungarian.. ..
army, as long as this interviewer can ramenmber, has
been to grant harvest leaves to soldiers of the
peasant class, because every hand was neaded).
The son of the individual farmer was further told
that since it wamsbaxawx cbvious that he could not
gand%q thﬁ haxrvest alons, he should join a collect-

ve farm,
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Asked whether soldiers in such cases slym obeyed wmi
and whether they filed any complaints afterwards,
respondent explained: "N o one of them wanted to

be sent to the stockades." (Interviewers Note:
This typically Hungarian peasant way of indirect
talk of course means that respondent means to

say 4 decided No to this guestion). l

ARegarding the social classes from which officers

and N.C.,O.'s mwyam came, respondent replied: "N.C.0.!
were from both peasant and worker stock., The only
real requirement for an N.C.0, was that he should

ba a hullKat?pa of person «-very rude, in his treat-
ment of the enlisted men.That was the important
thing -~Most of the officers came from villages.
Quite a few wsre of worker origin, some from the
Inknkkigansxcinkei: intelligentsia -~,"

Asked whether most officers were Communists or not,
respondent said: "No nunzﬂlrtv member could become
an offlicer." Regardin @ question whether the
offlicers were persuaded Communists, respondent re-
plieds "Even if they had not been persuaded, they
were anxious not to reveal it in front of the en-
kize listed men , but I think that a large number
of them were.2" end CA

disk
Asked 1f he was a soldier, respondent answered that
he had been in the army for three years. He served
from the fall of 1952 to the fall of 1955.

Regarding the relations between N.C.C,'s and enlist-
men, respondent said: "The N.C.0.'s had to adjust
themselves and had to carry out orders."™ =~Asked
whether they were mall right in their treatment
of the anlisted men, respondent said: "If soms one
was slngled out to attend the N.C.0. School, he was
taught there how to harass the soldiasrs, Those who
could not do this, were not permitted to graduated
from the school,.®

Asked whether the offlcers and the N.C.O,'s spoke
togethar openly in the presence of the enlisted men
respondent answered: “No,they did not., If an offlcer
did not like k what an N.C,0, sald, or how he or
his soldiers behaved, he summoned the N.C.0., to the
office, and it was there whaxs/hem was reprimanded?
(Interviewers Note: kuht that This inter-
viewer leaves again a question misunderstood and
answered that way, because he thinks psychologically
it may be interesting to s=s how respondeni under-
stood the questieon.)
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8ald,; interviewer asked respondent whethar he wss no
mistaken, and respondent reaffirmed his statement).

Asked whether respondent was surprised at sk the be
havior of the military, has said; "No. I was not sur-
prised at all. when I heard, even before this, how
the Hungarian armv was organized, I realized that
young men of 20 to 22 years of age are not aaath;u
persuade ngainat their own judgment, Most of se
young people, 1 should say all of them, were the
duct of what they had experienced in life, and I

New, and many cthers of us knew it, in advance, tha
these young men would never turn against the Hungar-
ian people, In fact, we could see that they had
been anxiously waiting for the moment whenr they
could turn their arms against the oppressors of the
Hungarian peoplas,”

Now asked about the every day life in the armg. rage
pondent replied: "while the soldiers were in basic
training, they were not left time even +to smoke a
cigarette, They were kept terribly busy, not enl
with actual training, but also with cleaning the
barracks. Later, they suffered much during training
1t happened, for ismk istance, that 1n the winter
they were out in the cold for four or five days,

and some had to sleep under a bridge in the snow.
They had to txain in Enee deep snow, and although
they got very wet and cold, nevertheless they had

to sleep on the ground, and their pants were complet
1y 1:15 Only when thev were able to go into some
bullding, dld the ice melt."

"It happened,for instance, mm during a training per-
iod, on January 12th, that one of the M.C.0.%s was
not satisfied with the behavior of the mxmmid en-
listed men, and he led them to 34 bridge area, about
thirty yards from the bridge, The M,C,0, went ahead
and crossed the river, ordering the soldiers to
follow him--one wxam can imagine what it is do wade
through a river in the middle of January In below
freezing temperatures! Whan the soldiers arrived on
the other side of the river, they were all wet, all
this with the barracks 7 kilumeters{five milas} auay
- udn/they had to run all the way to the barracks;
and when they got to their guarters, they wers
orcdered to report in dig and clean clothes within
ten minutes, and also their rifles wers to be per-
fectly clean," -~ Respondent in answer to a question
is sure of these facts, since his own brother was on
this march, and told him about it.
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Asked to give some idea of the pari played by the
army durlng the Revolution, respondent has this to
says "Of what I heard, I can report that all the
Eanpln I talked to told me there was no sign of
ungarian soldiers turning against the Hevolution,
On the contrary, it may be said that they sided with
the Revolution. To &8 gzeat extent,it was the sold-
liers who armed the civ liannfi;nxggung fighters, "
readom

Asked where respondent heard this, respondent said
from people he talked to, both from his village,

and from the many railroaders he met while on duty,
Questioned as to far from his place was the next
town whare Hungarian.militarl units weére stationed,
respondent sald it was 26 kilometers., Asked whether
he spoke to soldiers from units stationed in that
town, respondent said he did,

In regard to what these soldiers said, respondent
gives us the following information: Thelr offices
were anxious to keep the soldiers in the barracks
and under their control. However, the soldiers just
left the barracks. The soldiers took along all the
trucks and cars of their units, because there wers
no tralns in operation at that time, and the sold-
lers were heading for their various homes."

Regarding whsthes respondent heard of cases in which
axiams Hungarians soldiers fought alongside of
civilian Freedom Fightersz he said: “Yes, I heard of
such cases, and the place was Veszprem Kulso. In
the hils hilis of Veszprem, there was & large numbar
of civilians, -workers, rallroaders, students, and
peasants~-and also an even larger number of soldiers
Thesemen fuuiht courageously for several days, and
held out until they were so cornsred by the Russians
that they had to give up." - #&xj Asked whether the
men surrenderad, respondent answerad: "No, they did
not, but whaen they saw that they were mmxxumd surr-
ounded by Russian troops, they managed to break
through on one side, and most of them escaped.,”

X In regard to differsnces in the behavior of off~
icers, enlisted men, and C.0,'s, respondent replied:
~ "There were very faw officers who joined the Rev-
olutionaries." (Interviawers Note: This interviewsr
1s afrald that if he doesn't say that the continua-
tion of this paragraph cm came from respondent with-
out any prompting or spurring, it might be thought
that he answered such a spurring. Let it be known
that he spoke up by himself;) -"But most of the
officers of peasant and workers' origin sided with
the Revolutlon." (Interviewers note: after this was

-
:
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wf the AVH in Eﬁ:indegﬁndant Hungary respondent says:
"After investigation court, ap open trials, severa
sentences should be given to them, including

death penalties.”

This is how respondent compares gegular police to the

AVH: "In our vicinity, the majnritzanf regular police

were decent fellows, but I heard that in other parts

of the nnntrr, sthe majority of the policemen were

not very well-meaning, but communism certainly

cannot trust them mush, Regular police carries no real

:iigh& &n the country, It is not respected nor is it
eared,

Agked whether communism has effected the regular pokice
system, respondent answered: "Regular palice is another
organ of the regime after all, and they all have to

be party mambers."

Asked sbout the competency éf regular police, respondsnt
thinks: "They are ignorant people, most of them,

They usually had nothing more, just a few months

of trainigﬂ. They are not like the constabulary

fn§¢i gf e former regime, who had to study an

awiul lot.

On the role Of the regular police during the revolution,
respondant says: "They hed no othe® role, but most

of them sided with the population, others simply

went home or disappeared in one way or ahother. 1In

the peighboring cgtv where I was during the

revolution, the commander of the police told us

when we went demonstrating to them, that they were

with us and they would not do anything against the re-
volution but hope that it would be & successa,."

B. The courts. Asksd how the courts worked before
1945, respondent answeresd: "I heard from all

people who spoke of it that those courts acted only
through 1nvnstigatiun. Verdicts weres gilven only
after a fair trial and the santencea the judgaa passed
ware commensurate wikh the kind and degres of the
crime committed,"

fisked whether before 1945 a poor peasant or worker

would get fair treatment from the courts in a case

against 2 rich man, respondent says that of course

he would, because courts made no differance between
rich and poor.

Respondent dowsn't know anything about People's Couris
of 1945mand 1947. The points which asre marked

undeyr “C" and "D" will be recorded on a separate record,
I will give the name 6C to that separate record, and

I will send 1t to vou afterwerds) that will be a full
size record.




X11. THE APPARATUS OF POWER

A. Secret Police. Respondent has a low opinion of the
secret polices "Most AVO eople were the most lgnorant
part of the population. ny of them had no education
whatsoevar, ey were people who were able to torture
innocents fellow human beings." (Ingerviewers note:
This interviewer finds it extremely important to
axglain that one might say that practically speaking
all "common" people im Kungary, all little people
with extremely few excaptions think that education

ves not only the intellectusl standaxd,
but also the moral standard of a person. In this
respect they seem to ha afr on the level of Socratss
who thought that a smart man could not pe a bdd man,
that a well reasoning educztéd men could not do evil.
This interviewer deelt with this question extensively
during his college studies ln Humery and held
a lactura in the philosophical seminary of the University
in which he studied. His lecture wes highly praised
and generally well received, Interviewer retaisto this
to alve added emphasis to what he was saying and
would like to asall attention to similar points in
other interviews.)

Asked about personal experience wlth AVH men

respondent says: "Kulaks fxom neighboring villages were
beatén by the AVO because of non delivery of crops

and produce, and they were santenced by court to foxced
labor without even interrogation, let alone serious
investigation,

uwe carrled "black crops” to a farmexr's house from the
threshing machine and we were reportad by a police
sergeant. An engineer was taken to the AVO and

people demanded in vain that he be returned. He just
never came back.”

In Mnannmagiar ovar three AVD people massacred 8O
unarmed civilians. Among them & former army léeutenant
who was living in & neighboring kmm village. Peopla
falt so bad about 1t that he recelved a particulaxrly
solemn funersal abhd burial. He was hurded in an

army officers uniform with his decorations, and

a large crowd of penELe attended, and most people wept.
{Interviewer's remark: By former army lieutenant,
respondent means one who had been an officer

prior to the communist regime, that is to say under

the Horthy regime.)

When asked, respondent answered that he heaxrd of such

AVH men who wanted to leave the AVH, who gsuffered remorse.
He explains that the person he heard of hated to see
innocent people tortursd.

Adked what should be done with those whe had been members
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. People wexe locked up, beaten up, terrorized, but
otheras were atill not held back from doing the same."

Peopls explalned, answering ?uastinn, that hs didn't
see much difference in opposition behavior cccuring
more at one time than anothar, > 3

Asked about the activities of the intellectuals,
respondent saysi "1 heard khax in 1954 thai some
writers were kicked out of their positions, Une was

3 jailed and the works of several others wera not
publishad~ in the first few days of October, 1 heaxd
that clandestine papers wrota clearly that communiem
waould go down the drein."

Asked about the Petofi Circle, respondent says: ui
haard of it only during the revolution., People sald
that the members were mainly workers ard thmat they
had a good shase in the revolution. I heard that
they had spoken very boldly in their meetings before
the revolgution and that one could conclude that -
something would happen.” (Interviewers note: Knowing
the way of think of "common Hungarian people"
this interviewer wishes to emphasize that this
statement means that respondent felt that things st
be pretty ripe and they cannot stop 1f people venture
so much as to speak out so openliy as he understood
people spoke at the Petofl Gircle meetings. )

Respondent had no knowlaedge of intellsctual ferments
before the Petofl meetings.

(Interviewex's note: Since it is apparent that
respondent is not well informed about the sctivities
of the intellectuals it seems out of tha guestion to
ask him sbout what they had to say.)

Asked why those intellectuals he knew about to whom
g he refered in the above paragraph, why they stood up
agaisst the ragime, the respondent answeredi
"Fealings in them weee aroused by the picture which
speead before their eyes throughout the country."
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so much that they could not know the West, and still
they rather close their ejes, and don't wani to know
good from evil.” ‘

Asked whet hs thinks an independent Hungary sheuld do
with the top Hungarian communisis, respondent says:
"The top leaders should be tried by court. When
thy are interrogated their own methods’ shéulyd be
applied a little bit so that they can learn whatl it
feels like to be subjected to them, Execution
should be among the punishments meeted out to the

gulity ones,

C. Oppoglitien. Asked about vardous kinds of oppesition
behavior, respondent comes up with this zeporti:

"] know very well that the Party EunrﬂtarI of the
neighboring village was beaten-up mand knifed and

was hospitalized for two months even the Party had %o
discharge him from hls position as Farty Secretary.
Ahe AVQ had a hard time because every single perxrson
in the village spoke agalnst that Party Secreiary.
The people who did the beating and the knifing
received two three year Jail terms, but they wexe
terrjhly tortured By the AVO, _

"Before the Rajk trial . TuaT is the only way that
I cen tall you about time- thers were some 40
g::ﬂunu involved in a conspiracy in Csepreg, 2

rder village.

*1 heard people speak epenly to Party members,
criticizing, * party an ,]¥§;¥systnm‘- and
party mambers found it very ha 0 Ei{ inxthing
refuting teh argumente of these who criticized the
Party actions.

"Complaining against the regime was the talk of the
town wmanxihaY ‘

Asked by whom tﬂ%n complaints were uttexed, the
respondent answered: "There was no difference in
people compleining. Everybody complained,”

Asked how aware he and others wexe of such oppostion
behavior, respondent answersed) "We were paxfectly
aware, of course we knew of such things, Peopls
told each other about any kind of resistance that
people displayed for sheer happiness that justice was
dona, at least that way. Just imaglne the

pleasure when we heard about that no good Party
secretary beaten up."

Asked whethsr people thnught that these acts of
opposktitien were in any sense effective, raspondient

answered: "Effective?
P
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to imt-ut those plants from "Western imperiklisam,”

In 1953 a relaxation in delivery sules came and &

relaxation in taxes. In fact in mostly everything,

and prices also sank somé, In 1994 it ¢ ed

again for ths worse., Imre Nagy waa not a dyed in the

'ﬁul. Emun.tst. He watited to let individual farmers
“‘I

Asked whether party mauharahig on the whole was
satisfied or dissatisfhed with the way things were
1n , respondent esplained: Communism by itself

s dissatisfaction. Thd communists themselves re
anxious to get to higher postions and kéll each other
politically, I knew a party secretary in a plant who
rose and sank, rosé and sank agaln. There is a
:nigg in Hungarian "Bixds fly high but come down to

Asked what tha top laders of the emmunist pariy Bre
like, respondent answers: "They are people not worthy
of speakling of. : -

Aslled about thek motives, collectively speaking:

"It 1s to enlist as many members &s posalble, and

to Russianize all of Hunewy. Of course thay would like
to get people to hate the West and to fight againsi &
it, but by now they must see that this is completaly
out of guestien,”

Their motlives p-ersaml.ﬂ; speaking: "They are peopls
who are bsnt on dein ings exactly their ways and
actually destroy -the wh cotuntry. I touldn't imagine
pecple who are worse, “erhaps they are blinded to re~
alize how much hatm and evil they are doing."

Probed for his views on thelr convictlon, respondent
comes up with this answers I think 1f they didn*t ballevs
in the stated aime of the party they could not act with
so much force. "

Asked again of their motives and thelr personaldty,
respondent salds "They would like to be all-poweriul
masters of the cuuntry and they stop at nothing to %
increase their undisputed power,”

Asked about Imre MNagy, respondent says: "He dldn't act
on the same lines as the other communists. He peasantry
a great deal. He was smarter and better than the others.”

Comparing the moslves of rank and file members Eda and
those of the leadership, respondent thinksg

"Rank and file members may have joined for no other
reason but to secure livelihood for thelr familles.
Leaders are not forced to become leaders. It is
uncontrolled ambition that is driving them. They

should know good from evil and they cannot be isolated




KL, POLITI LIFE

A, Before 194B. Respondent explains that he had no in-
terest in political life betore '48 bscause he was too
young, and accordingly he had no sympathies with any
particular party,

Asked about his attitudes toward the communiést party
befare 1948, the respondent explaine that he was too
young at that time to judge,

His knowledge of Bela Kum and the commun@ijt and his
attitudes axre expressed in the following words:

"L learned &bout tham in history in school, but

that didn't mean much to me., I wes not interested in
them at all."~ Probed as to whether he heard the
answers from other people: "People could not afford
to talk much about the.past. They were too much
concerned with the problems of the present.”

B, Communist party after 1943, 'ﬁge are the types

of ¢communist Eﬂﬂﬁ mambexs that respondent cares
to mention: "l) People who did not like to work much,.
Some of them enjeyed at least some part time employmsnt -
for being functionnaries of the communist mparty.
2)May workers were required to joln the communist
party and were threatened with losing their jobs.
There were many who joined, but there were others
who left rather than join ths party. Still mest of
thes ¢ who joined hated ¢ommunism. I met only one
idealist communist worker in Sopron. 3) There were
others who belisved the communist promises, hesmEmps
because before 1948, the communifs made real
promises and their behavior was not so dirty yet.

Asked about actual contact with communist party membars,
respondent. answered: "There was the party sedrstary

of our village who was & nelghbor, He like communism
as much as I did., He lgnored orders about giving
speeches and about making collectives. He managed to
explain to his superiors that nobody including himself
wanted to have a collective in our village."

Asked about his views on their attitudes toward the
mee party: "Respondent says that this Egrtg secretary,
friends of his as well as others of whom he heard
"lately turned more and more against the paxty
because they got slck and tired of it."

Asked about changes in pasty policies respondent says»
"It changed in so far as living standaxds were always
promised to change for the beiter and it changed for
the worse, It w#as also = change that the communists
cursed the West moxre and more since 1952 orcanized

worker's guard was on duty in plants on national holidavs
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(Interviewer's nots: Gyor-Sapron county is usually referred
to only as Sopron County because that was= the

original name of the county, and Gyor=Sopron

county is actuallyz the ammalgametlion of these two

Gyor and Sopron counties.) Collectives were dissolved

in the last few days of the revolution. Later

from letters he learned that they were xemmtmix restored
after the revolution”-

Asked what in his opinlon was the reason for disillusion,
respondent answerss "THe members always had disagresments
and they had too amm small an income. It is true that
there were iwm some "modsl collectives" which were
completely tax free and were even subsidized, People
ware aware of this even before the one who issued the
orders knew it.™®

Probed as to whether he knows of any other dissolutions,
but during the revolution, reppondent answersds XX that
in 1953 several collectives were dissolved in Vas County,
perhaps even mosatof them during ths rule of Imre

Nagy. After Imre Nagy was kicked out of office,

the operators tried to restore these collectives but
most people didn't comply.

Asked what kind of agricultJEI system he would like

ldeally to see in an indapendent Hungary, respondent
answered: "Indlvidual fazming and a lot aof mechanization,d
and there should be sema changes in the land reform,
because as it was carrisd out it wasn't right. Land

owners should have been left enough to make a gnnd Viving
for themsslves. Take for immixax instance Prince Esterhazy.
He was deprived of every posession and was not laft
anything to live on, It's true he had an immense

vast fortuns and it was right to take away most of it,

ebly a little bit should have been left to him.

That should have been done,*




The ones who asked for vacations were granted them without
much further ado. Wwhen I was on vacation, I could
well use it for helping on our famm,"

&+ Agriculture. Asked whether he would have prefered
to live in thecity, respondent sayss "1 have a
dislike for big citfes, but I would have liked %o go
to live in Sopron. I would have prefered to live in
Sopron (Interviewer's note: Sopron is a middle-sized
town, a8 beautiful old=-type Hungarian town.)

Iwnuid have liked to be in Sopron bacause there I
could have spent a free Sunday going to ses my motion
pictures, and I vould have srefered to #be there
because I would have had a better choice in shoppinag.

Asked ha about who had a better diet, respondent says
that though neither of them had & good diet, still i%
was the agricultural workers whe had it somewhat better/

Asked about the gﬁneral standaxd of living, respondent
said that he foudd it egually low whether @n the
case of city workers or in the case of farm workers,

Asked who had an easier time of it politi€ally respondent
is again inclined to aaI that neither of them had an

easy time, and it is only when he is pressed that

he says that perhaps the industrial workers had it
easder. When asked in what respect he, hs had this
answer: "They worked only :agualr working hours, and

they had less difficulties with the AVO, The peasants,
particularly the well-to-do peasants were harassed too
mukh because of non-dalivery of crops, of livestoch

and of produce,

When asked about when collectivization was first
intreduced in Hungary, respondent answereds "I thougght
that productivity would drop to 50 percent becawm of
indfficiency resulting from this collectivization,”

This is his cuﬁhnt opinion of collectivizatioenz as it
had been practiced: "It could not have any good results,
In nelghboring villpes, membexrs of collective farms
Just didn't like to work and they quarrelsd and

awful lot. Nopne thought of the __ as
ofm hlsm and most of them were rather anxious to get
rid of it.”

Asked who in his opinion objected more strongly to
collectivizatdon, the rﬂsﬁnnﬂent sawss "Most of our
categories of peasantry objected fiercely to collectivization."

(Interviewer's note: I héL that it was made clear thits=

there were no collective farms in the vil;age of our
respondent. )

Asked whether he heard of collectives being dissolved
he explainss "In Vas county, and in Jopren county,
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Asked wiy he held that particuar job, respondent
explaineds "I wanted to work with railrcad engines.

I wanted to work with rzilroad engéneers, 1 had

to serve six months minimum preparatory Eazind

in the capacity of a railroad worker. That is to say
at rallroad bullding, After that I had to serve six
months minimum as a trein man."

Answering questions, recpondant explsing that he had
very good relations with his fellow workers, and thsy
had confidence in sach cther.

Asked about his relations with superlors, he axplained:
"Those relations were not too ifnd. The first

officer was verI severe In glving, deys off, Another
one who had busincss with us wéa?uaﬁer to help us go
home when we finished werk, but Tlet us stand and wait,
and took his time finiehing his other business, A
thixd ons who had much business with us was just fine/
There were several among them who had business with

us unlihgnr:e in a3 while and there was a communist
amang m whom we all hated."

ﬁn:warini questions, respondent tells us that he was
not airald of his superiors at all and talking of thair
competence, he says that:; "our training officer was
ust perfect. The majority of the other officers
owever, wxere not competfent at all.

Queried about his satisfactions emd dissatisfactions
on the job, respondent says: "Our duty was too hard,
We had to work too much, and E;rticularl#l toco much
in a rowj and we were not paid well &t all.”

(Interviewer's notes The next question is, dedyod feel
that your fellow workers were good st thair Jobs, and
the Interviewer repegted ths sentence when he saw that
its actual contents not understood, 3 In spite

of repetition, respondent still didn't catch it

but this must be considered conspicuous becsuse
otherwise respondent seemed very intelligent,)

This is the answer he provided: "My fellow workers f=lt
just as I did about being overeworked and under

paid," (Only after having provided this answer, did
respondent come up with an answer to the actual question:)
"They wexe all good workers, hadd workers.,"

Asked whether superiors praised workers for jobs well
done, respondent answers: "No praise was necessary ,
because one knew what to do."

Asked about the Hungarian health and compensation
programs, here 1s respondents answer: "Health
insurance was OK. The physicians tried to do

all =ight, The ones I knew were liked by the employees.
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“It was difficult to get fairly standard spare paris

even for bycycles, BEEEGIE tires wexe hard to get and
were of very poor quality, Bicycle a:lins were

even less avallable, It was almost and in most

cases impossible to get bicycle chains- sometimes it
was hard to getbrooms, It was also hard and

almost impossible to get flashlight batterles,

Respondent doesn't know of any under the counter sales,
but he knows of blackmarket and he says that he had

to buwy bicycle chains for instance é&n tha black-
market. He knew of one "black butcher"hhich means

a butcher who butchered pigs and calves and cattle
secretly and sold their meat secretly, He even

knew of even more secret slaughter of pigs and calves
during the summer which was done by peasants, but

in the cases he is refersing to they didn't setllhe
meat but kept it for their own families supply.

Respondent says that blackmarket butcherming was
pretiy dangerous and the ones caught received
terms of two to three years in jail.

D. Working conditions. ™ere is respondent®s déscription
of what he actually did on their farm: "I usually got
up at 5AM, 1 fed the anidals, I msan four cows an
fomr calves, ona hog and three or four pigs which
were about %n 10 six months old, ard three or fout
littlepigs. About thirty hens and sixty to
seventy chickemdwere fed by my mothar. At six=thirty
or six o'clodk, I went out to the fields to work.

At noon I took a2 lunch, After noon I worked out in
the field again, and came home by about seven or eight
o'clock. L was about eight or nine that I fed the
cows again,"

Here's how the mspondent describes what he actually
did on the railroads "If the train which I had to
accompany left at dawn, I went to the naighboring
town to sleep in the railroader hotel the night
before. I was about thirty to thirty-~five hours
continually on the job. I checked on railroad cars
and received them and unhooked them and hooked them
to the right place and delévered them to ﬁlgﬁk: destibation,
Often I spent forty or fifty hours on i without
interruptlion. In such cases I slept mostly in
railroader's hostles. These were provided fe us without
our being billed to pay for &k them and it contalned
clean beds and good equipment., But often 1 was just
sitting in the office of ths railroad station and this
is how I had my night's rest.,"

Asked how he traveled to the job, respondent explained
"I went by bicycle to the next railroasd station, and
that rallroad station was about four miles frem ourxy

village. It was from that railroad station that I went
to the place of my duty which was in a neighboring townd
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One Sunday free in a month, worked about three
nundred to three hundred and fif ty hours a month,
Or iuu might say seventy hours per wask. There was
& dismaying organization in the practical

workings of the Hungarin railroads."

Abont sixty to seventy forints per month wese dedusted
from the wages of the respondaent, His union dues
amounted to ona and one half percsent of his wages,

and he was compelled to order the party newspaper

to subscribe to it.

He had not premium or extra pay. H. e had no secondary
source of income, iembers of the Household, other
than the head of the family didn'tws work in ordex
to supplement the famhily income, Respondent didn't
wexk get any wage increases over the last five years,

C.Pricess Asked where he and bis family bought food,
respondent smiles: "We grew most of our produce and
bought a little in State stores,."

(Interviewsr's notes contraty to widespead American
E:uctiaa. Hungarian farmers - g::w not only crops

ut the vegetables, potatoes ns, peas and so

on, even poppy seed and all {inda of things that grow
in a gegetable garden which are used in a typical
Hungaxian hnuaaﬁnld].

Respondent knows so little of differences in prices

and qualitises that hs doesn't care to make any comment
on them,

Respondent bought part of his clothing in State

stoxres and had others customs made, Asked about

the quality of goods like clothing, whether it was greater
during some years than during others, respondent says:

"It dapended upon the price, The prica of or

guuality goods was alwaye much lower than thee of better=
and good quality coods,

Speaking of changes in the differences of prices, res-
pondent says: "The State stores often lowered the pi
prices of goods that didn't sell wedl, and raised th
prices of essential foods and commodities.”

Here are observetions of respondent about the availability
of goods: "Qften thers was no lard in stores. On

several occasions thers wes no bread in tk stores of

our village ard it happened that there was none fom

an entlire week. In such cases we had to borrow

from others- the miner store in a neighboring town

was always well suEplied with goods because the

miness saild that they wouldn't go down to the

shafits to work unless they were supplied with

essential ganda.”*
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X.JHE ECONOMIC LIFE

A.The standard of living: Respondent is apparently very
unassuming in his demands on life: "We met the essential t
needs of everyday life," He says when asked how they

got along financlally.

Asked to describe thelr standaxd of living he
explained: as far as food is concernedi "We didn't
butcher two or three hogs a year, but only one,"
Clothings "Not as well as before '45, but our
situation was influenced also by the loss of
father." - At a probe respondent answers that he has
three decent sukis."
On housing: "We had three rooms, a kitchan, a pesds pantry
mmkt end a barn.,"
Respondent considred it a "luxury" to buy and keep a
motorcycle.
Respondent had most difficuly in meeting his needs in
clothing.
Respondent has already described the changes & in
I?g standard of living as it showed in hE own

a,

When respondant is asked what is particularly missing

he bends his head and he says: "My father.," |(mdiim=z intervievears
note: Intexviewer knows well that ithis isn't the oorrect

answer to the question, but he thinks that pschologkcally

it is worth putting down that respondent feels that

aven economically the loss of his father 1is the

severest loss,) Eixwes

Asked whether enything has been gained, respondent
answered bitterly: "Bad experiences."

Respondent feels that kkmxa their living standard
constantly declined from 1943 to 1956,

Here is a famlly respondent knew B:rsnnally that was
better off than any other: "They had twenty-one acres,
thefamily had no other children but four boys who renged
from 16 to 26, The father and one boy worked on the
farm, and the other two boys werked In a plant, brought
money home, s0 thelr incomes added up."

At a anba. respondent answers: "They had good clothing
and they had even a motcrcycle, and had an electric

P_i_nuixgﬂaﬂlm feed grinder .

Bespondent answered from the angles of a farmer what
accounted for the low living standards "The policies
of the communist, the communist oppression,
individual farmers had too much of their crops and
livestock taken away. "

B. Income; As a railroad men, respondent earned 1400

forints per month, but he feels like explaining more
about it: "I had to werk day and night. I had only




IX. MAJOR DISSATISFACTIONS AS FELT 1IN EVERYDAY LIFE

|
Ay These were respondent s maln dissatisfactions in
communist Hungary: "The guestion wny a nation
has to fear always, why it cennot live in freedom in
its own country and why it does not hage the basic
necessities of life,

B. When asked about annoyances, what seemed to get
most on his merves, hesays: "When we were called sow
very often to the cﬂunﬂiI house (editor®s note:

City Halls- communist name) to settle pending

issues of the compulsory delivery of farm products,"”
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. From 1953-1954 they were reluctant to admit even those

who had good gradss and wanted to study at any rate,”

Respondent thinks that the teachers wers "good fellows”
" and the ones I knew were competent".

De Indoctrination: Youth's reaétion to communist
indoctrination was complete rejection: "Many openly
reslisted communist teachings in schools. They wem
dismayed at léstening to so much baloney."

Respondent thinks that indoctrinatlion falled becaussa;
"Youth likes to lsarn about its own country!s literature
and history, and to learn things in which he is
interested Ey himself. KXnowledge of foreign people |
he doesn't care to know won't interest youth. Even |
classes of Hungarlan literaturs we studied Russlan lit-

erature more than Hungarlan- youth felt its own

poverty, Day by day they felt poor they were and how

much they had to respect people they didn't even

like to see. (Editor's note: Unquestionably, respondent

fefers to Russians.) Two or three classes in school

could not erase the feelings of people."

Asked whether Iﬁuth was ever sympathetic to communistis:
"Youth were raised from eazly childhood in communlst
orphanages to beceme good communists- they may have
believed in communism, and there were places in the
country where nearly illiterate people from remote
tarms who were like animals were taught nothing

elsa but communism,"
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e} VIII, JHE HUNGARIAN YOUTH .

A. Definitlon: Respondent calls youth voung peeple
between the ages of 16-24 or 25. e

B. The part of youth. Respondent says summarily that
played most important role in the Hungarian revolution,

. dﬁﬁﬂﬂknd-ﬁhy they did, respondant sayss "Youth felt the
& '3“:::!:1:: of communism., Neither Its workin purt
) conditians nor its livelihood or it ay=
ment opportunities were the ones tha%h youth desirede
above all the constant feaf AVH made youth restless.
It was a dreadful experience for youth, It was a
dreadful experience to live constantly in the dangex
of loss of freedom, and te torturs just bacause
someone listened to something he wanted to on the
radio,"
Here 1s the respondentfs view, why it was the youth
who took the lead:
"Youth saw life in the West and saw the level of general
intellectual advancement, @k often promised by the
communists to riee in Hungary, sank rather than rose."
- At a probe, how youth saw this, respondent ansWered
that youth lsarned it from the foreign radio stations;
and he goes on explainings "We ware a lot of nonsense

by the communists, and werem dismayed at hear
so0 much trash~
In schools, and s0 were rallrosdsrs.

3
During the revglutinn.“uLdar paople admired youth and :
gaid: "Oh, I wish I weme young., 1'd go with them to !
fight,"kathxii

C. Zducational system. Hera 1s raspondent's attitude
toward education in Hungary:s "In most places, the
principals of communism wees regularly taught and
many teachers smiled when they had to taach all kinds

. of nonsenses, They even teach that inventions of
others were inventeqd by Russlans. Some among us
askad, how come evezdthing was invented by Russlans,

. and cur teachers saidl; "Well it ssems that Russians
invented everything and we laughed.”

Askad about restriction of vocational cholce, respondenty

says: "Mostly children of party members and of

members of collective farms were the ones salected

for college, There were a few students so talented

that it was too consplcuous to suppress tham by

not admitting them to college- in the years 1950, '31,
. '52, they wanted every one of us (editor's note:

Frespnndent is pesant boy mind you)x, to go to gollege.
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He believes that churches should tsach religion
extensivelys

"Religion should be taught by priests and mi@nisters
in schools. Theye should be regular teaching hotirs

and children should attend them. Children aren't mature
enough to make up their minds whether they want to attend
¢lasses in religion or not. If it depended upon c¢hildren

they might not go to any other classes either,”

Asked about the church's respnndihilitl for setting
moral codes and standards amd in such hings zs movies
Elays and so on, he says)

Not at all, It's none of the business of the church,.®

Haaeﬂndent énswers with a single but very relolute:
"No" when asked whether churches should take an
active popitical role in an independent Hungary,

D, The Jewish minority: Asked whether the Jewish raligion

also has been hurt by communism, respondat sayss
"It didn't suffer as much as the Catholic religion,”

Asked about details, he comes up with this answeri
"The communlst s spokex and acted against the catholk
religion. They arrested a great Ry pxakstiz priests
and dissolved the convents, but I never heard of
anything similar done against the Jews, "

Asked how communist rule affacted the Jews in Hungary
respondent says that thelr were no Jews in his
neighborhood at all.

Asked whether there were many Jews who were commnunisisy
"1 don't know whethsr or not many= but I know
Jewish communicsts as well as I know Christiens,"

Respondent disclaime any knowledge of the attitudes
and actions of Jews during the revolution,

Respondent is surprised when he is told that some
people have said that the Jews do not want an
independenty Hungarys

"1 wonder whether you speak of Hungarian Jews?"

When the respondent is told that ths question refers
to Hungarian Jews he %naa on:

1 don't believe so, Thay are Hungarians too.

Every sane Hungarian wants freaodom for his

country." - Respondent never heard the word pogrom,
when he is told emxk what & pogrom is like, he says:
"I neversaw a sign or anybody trying to do anyting
against the Jews, Germans dId such things in the
Second Werld War."

e T — — o
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VIi, RELIGION

A, The role of religiont Ilihen respondent is asked what
part religion pleyed in Hungarian life, he answered:
"It cught to have Ead an important role in Hungazian
life, but communism forbece religion, It practically
cutlawad religion, bat people who were rellgious were
able to resist communism better than those who had
no such stronghold.”

Respondent thinks that it was the Homan Catholic
religion which was the hardest hit, but he cannot tell
why it was the protestant religlons which were
persecuted most. ZERaxmansiihak

Ll

Respondent has no doubt that religion was a bulwark

against co ism in Hungarys "Yes, yesy for instance
tﬂ;&ﬂ %hey orbade going to church: and Party mamhersi

were porgsed fromthe Party, kind of excommunicated from

the Partyilf they did vlsit churches. 5till many

people rather lost thelr jobs, but went to church,

They clung to thelr religlous convictinns so strongly |
that they rather faced losing their jobs . Ve ‘
much depended on their réligious education, buiﬁ

in the family and in school, but religious people resistad

communism more tBan sny others.”

B. Persoanal religious life: respondent thinks is as
Important a fator in his life as in the life of ihis

parens.

He thinks that he is just about a&s religlous as the
average xperson ln Huangary.

(Interviewers notes respondent seems to have kept
pondering about the guestion whetherrellgion was a
bulwark agaisnst communism in Hungary, because he
volunteers this informaticn ail of a suddens)

"A person without religion doesn't know where the limits
are and very often he crosses over to aresa of
immorality. It is much eassier to persuade one to be-
come & communist who i1s not & dewvout catholic or
protestant. A person without religion doesn't know

God and he often curses him,"

These are the details of the actuasl coencrete aspects

of the respondetds religiows life. He goes to church
every Sunday and hewssss zbout twice a year #= he receives
sacraments, Of confession and communion about twice

a year, He gives the church regular support.

C. The role of churches: respondert balieves in the
separation of church ansd State:

"Zhe Church should not snczge in dealing in matters
of the State."
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Respondent ssams to have come to an agreement with him-
self becausa when he is asked whether generally spealking
one could contlnuz a friendship if the other fellow
became a minor party functionnarys "It depends upon

how that person behaves as a person,

D. Juvenile Delingquency: Respondent does not krow
much more about juvenils delinguency than its
dictionary like definitiont "If a minor commits
unlawful actions, hls actions are called juvenile
delinguency."

Answering a probe, whether he could %iva us any ex-
ample, he says that there wers very few such cases in
the area in which he was liulni. He sxplains that he
knows of cases of juvenile delinquency only from
papers, and knows no sxample of his own experience

or of ﬁnarsay in thelr vicginity.

Respondent has never heard the word hooligan.

speaking of Jampacs respondant sayss "If one dance a
Jampi dance (interviewersnote: Jampi is the diminutive
form of Jampecs)~ no one would like to even see such
@ dance, Its a crazy jumping around, Policeman
would gei such people out of the ber room and they
would take them to the polics station if thay didn't
quit., upon the wazning of the police." - When the
respondent is told by interviswer that this still
does not give the definition o0f who & Jampec is,

he volunteers the fnlluwinﬁ information: “Jampecs
dressed differently. One hates to sees people
dressedlike that, most people would say, but I

don't care,."
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B. Sex patterns: Speaking in changes in marriage and
in the ways that young people court each other, during
the last ten years, respondent says that much more
young people, and he means §8 and 19 yesr olds
married, than beforaj and he says Bhat many girls

sank morally pretiy much, and ha thinkdm tgat

it is also a significanit change that the period of
acquaintance and courting before maprrigoe became

in a greaat many cases shoxter than before.

Vihen asked what has happened to marriage in communist
Hungary, he says that ¥@ Were many more divorces
than befors that people mada up their minds easier
and wa quini&r to divorce, Engagemant tims became
from one year to one and & half and two years. Of
course hesays il was more important how well they wers
acquainted than the time measured B&y by months or
Yyaars.,

Asked about the role of marents in gourtship, engagement,

etc. he says that in good families the parents masmsmit counsil

the chilldren just as beforej but he adds, “"Communist

bums® don*t care after thay're of age. They don't give a Hoot about tns
opinion of their folks. .

Accoxding to respondents information there were no
brothels in Hungary and their wes only secret prostitution.

Speaeking of the sexual morality of convinced communists,
ruﬁeundnnt says that sincs thsy don't know God, thay
don't know any moral laws and don't care what religion
t:lliltham. and so thay have no moeral inhibitions

at all.

C. Friendship with Communistss Respondfet thinks that
he would break up friendshlp with a friend at the very
moment that he learned that his friend jolned the
communlst party end became a ménor functionnary.

Curiously when this interviewer asks the respondent

about am a communist friend of his, he tells this

story:s "I had a next door neighbor. He was a fine young
man and he hated communism and party bosses, but

he had joined the patty and he was in it. In fact he

was the party secretary of our village; but at

heart; he was no communist at all. He was anxious to
outwit his bosses so that no orders that we disliked
would be carried out, mdm and he did everything to

avoid carrying out any orders detrimental to the

people, I have no reason you can see @or turning

against him, and we didn't E tell him anything bad during
the revolution, He was with us"~ Hespondent also explains
that nona of the communist party members in his

village was active, and that they actually hated party
leadership. At they same time, they hung together sc
well, that none of them was expelled from tha communist

party.



a?-m VI/13

VI. FAMILY LIFE UNDER COMAUN.LSM

A. Communist effects: Asked about family life in Hungary
during the last ten years, respondent reports that the
life of his won family remalned the same as it had baen
before. Members of hIa famlly were very thoughtful

ansd considerate toward sach other. Other familiess

were caused very great difficulty by the shortage of
homes, Many people shied away he E:KE from founding
families because they thought that they could not

afford decent homss,

Comparing his family with three examples of familles

of different attitudes, resvondent says that the

tamily which was not much much influenced by the
communist regime is the ona most similar %o his own
familye Asked about the "typical rian family"

he feals embarrased and emphasizes thit thﬁre just isn‘t
guch a thing as a™typical Hunﬁlrian family: After hg
receives encouragement from the interviewer to
generalize, he says that perhaps the family grew closer
Eug r is the most similar to the majority of Hungarain
mnilies,

Asked about how children were brought up during the last
ten years r&sgnndeﬂ says that most peasant families
brought tﬂa children up to be good devout religious
people, and it is this fact to which he attributes

the "Ungquestionable truth" that percentage wiss, tha
smallast number of communist were to be found amongst
peasants.

Asked whether soms families were effefted more thakn
others in this way respondsnt says the few communist 3
among peasants didn't let their children gqo to rellgious
instructions and those people never taught their childran
to pray to God, and he remarks that a person who

cannot pray is certainly a vegpy unlucky person who

can be pitied,

Respondent insists that communism had no influence

upon his family, The only thing he thinks worth mentioning
was that sometlimes he quarralad with his mother

because bot of them hated to go to the city council

where they were ordersd to eppear, and they wanted always
the other person to go there and znswer why thye didn't
delivexr this or that, or why they hadn't paid thair

taxes yet,

Reppondent thinks that thers were familiecs abde to
hold on to the old ways, and he says that most of these
were peasants and there were also many families of workers,

Asked why these people didn't succomb to communict influence,

respondent said that such psople prefersd not to be traltors
and that they thought of real communist 2s itraitors.
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Party members received easier work to perform, and
. higher wagew, generally speaking.”

"As far as becoming members of the intelligentsia is

concerned, only such were admitted to institutions of

higher learning whose fathers were caucus member

party functionnarles. I wanted to become a student

of a vocational high school of machine industry, but

since 1 was the son of an individual farmer, I recaived
* no scholarship and I couldn't afford to go to such a

vowvational high school.”

This is the answer of respondent to the question, "What
kind of individual would “"get ahead" in communist
Hungarys "The ones who thought that communism was
invinclble, the ones who pushed 5talin's card.
Knowledge and skill didn't count much. The Party
helped its own members over all hordles.®

0. Favored groupss speaking of certain groups that get
more ocut of society than they deserve, respoendant says 1
that there is no question about the communist |
arty membexrs belng favored above evexybody els, and
es says that party members in all social classes
were favored aﬁﬁve the others- "Of courss,"” he sa@s,
people who produced merxe in work than the norm also
received more."
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than 36 ascres were called Xulaks, Later such with
more than tweni{§yfour scres,

Respondent feels that he belongs to the class of the
middle peasants.

In :ﬁapﬂnc? t's view peasants were the hardest hit

by communiSm, and the ones who fall into the kulak
Category were hit worse than anybody else he explains.
"Small peasants worked half as much on their small
farms and still had meore income left than the kulaks,
They were condidered anfla who kad been have-nots
and they were not so badly pressed as the other
farmers",

Asked about how the different classes felt about sach
other, respondent says that peasants on the whole
thuugﬁt of workers as h&lunging Lo one and the same
groups workers and peasants, "but workers and city
people in general thought tEat peasants didn't woxk
much and had it bettex,

The intelligentsias respondnd gays that they fell
into two groups., one the intelligentsia of the pra-
vious years who were left in their positions only
a5 long as ths communisis didn't have replacements
for them, and respondent explains that these people
were thought of usually as nice people, easy to desl
with, but the other group were not liked by
pessanits he said. The communists trained tham
only half way and they had to be reliable as fark
as PErtI ideology is concexnad and most of them
were not competant, but rude and haughty, These
neophytes he emphasizes were much worse than the
members of the former intelligentsia, and

people were particularly irate about such whe rose
from their own ranks and became worse, than people
who had never been psasants or workers before.

some of them mxe were badly beaten up by irrate citizens,

he says,

speaking of communist leadership he says that peasanas

had no other feelings for them, but hatred and contempt.

+« S0cial Advancement: When respondent 1s asked how

an individual might advance himself in commungt Hungary,

he first turns to xthe farmers and comes up with
this answer: "Among pezsants, the one who bred animsls
and knew how to sedl them and particulazly the ones
whe operated dairles were the most fortunate, and

they were the ones who could make both ends meat, "

“Among the workers, obly party members could succead
@n cetting ahead., iWhils there wers ER¥Ex only 800-
8900 forints paid for a non=perty member, thousand

to 1200 forints were given io party members who worked
in the same jobis



Respondents father wes & farmer, Hespondent doessn®t
know what his father's annual income was befmre orxr
during the war. After the war it was on the average
of 4-5,000 forints annually. This income lessened
year after year. Respundent's parents elghteen acres
and a house, Both of his parents had only six grades
of grade school educatlon.

Respondent's father died in a Soviet prisoner of war
camp and from then on his widowed mother was
rasponsible for the farm and had to take care of it
with the help of nobody else but her two sons,

Social classes: respandent is not at ease in understandaig
what soclal classes mean. It seams that the expression
itself was something not much used by him or by thoss
with whom he had regular contact., First he th{nka

that we ask about political parties, then he is explained
what we mean, he says that the Hungwian society

could be divided in the following social classes!
workers,of heavy industry and workess of light

industry- small peasants~ middls peasants- kulaks-
ihtelligentsia- students- communlst bosses. When

the respondent adds communis ¢ bosses it happens only

in response to & probing guestion and he makes the
following remaxk: "I hate the word itsealf, I am

s0 fed up with everything it stands for."

As gratification, respondest explains that by intelligantsia

resondatt means teachers, doctors, engineers and
office personnel, newspaper writsrs and people in
similar profsssions,

Respondent had a regular contact with all three

lavers of the peasant society he explains. Ha also
had a considersble amount of intexcourse with worksrs,
particularly rallroad workers- he had lasst antactwith
office personnel,

Aslked about his attitudes toward these groups,
respondent explalns that hs thinkd that most

people who beleng to cffice personnel were rude,
naexvous and incompetent. His remark refexs, he

adds above all to newly recruited and trained offkce
personnels respondent says that small peasants, that
is to say peasants who have less than 15 acres wes
the ones who hed received land 1n the course of the
land reform, and these were mostly people who had
worked before as farm handssy "middle peasants" wers
called farmers who had acres between 15 and 22,
These people had to pay mere taxes than the small
farmers- the worst off were the kulaks, the
respondent explainss Even the name “wuiek“ was
considered a bad name by communist funciionnaries.
For a while, raspondfgf explain:z psople who had more

- gr— [ — s .
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A, respondent is ready %o call a spade a spade and
goes under a when he is asked what
he expected from ths West during the revalutlion by
saylng "We wished that the West had glven us military
hggﬁasu that communism could have been annihllated.
Iffhad had arms ws would have lfkefthem completely.”

Asked about the basis on which he formed his expectations,
he saysy "T.e Wast is strong and you can expect help
only from erful countries.~ respondent explalns

that they alweys trusted that in this deadly fight
between the free world and the world of sdavery,

the free world would assist such nations as

standing up and fighting for their freedom.

He explains that he personally never had a doubit

that the free world would not let Hungary down if

it rises against slavery. He explains thst by "military
help" he means arms more than anyfing and he says

that he as well as all the people whom he knew comvinced
that a very little help could go a long ways.

Respondent didn't come into contact with any foreigners
between October 23rd and the time of his escape,
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pig delivery in December, Misarable as such a gain
seems, to be 1t was very lmportant for millions fx of
farmers.,

"The communist system was greatly waakensd and shaken
in Hungary. The communist are henceforth always
afraid of another revolution.

"Communism lost its reputation all over the world
pecause of the Iinhuman atrocities committed by Russians
and becausea of the sneak attack that they launchad

on the 4th of Novembexr."
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. over the radio and of which news came to them

irom people who came from Gyor and other towns,

Respondent says that people were exiremely happy
and they were very confident that communiam

would never come back to Hungary and they could
liva from then on in peace andrIn ocomplste freedonm.

It was on November 4th, when reiﬁnndent came home

- from church that he heard that the Budapest radio
was again in the hands of the communist and that they
announced thelr recapture of Budapest and thay

v also announced their teking over again,

Respondent said that people were flabbergasted and
spok@ with the utmost of angex, consternation and
awe, and horror about the retuzn of the Russians

and the communists, Respondent says that people were
all unanimous in their decision not to let their
freely electeds council go. As they gathered in
groups in the streets they all talked freely about
the events, cursed the Russians and the communists
and resolded that they would guard their freedom which
they thought they would deserve after so many years
of slavery.

Respondent remarks that according to news he just
receivedy the other day from home, people have
raallﬁ beeen carrying out their revolutiens thus far,
and the revolutionary council 1s still in its lace
and not one person was deported, jailed or replaced
by a communist.

On the 7th of November, respondent went to the
railroad office in the larger town of the neighborhood
to see what was going on, As he appeared on
tne rallroad stagian, the rail officers called him
into the office and were anxious to give him new
assignments; but respondent declined and asked them
to give him assignments only in the next few days
and he went to Sopron to find out what his chances
wers to flike to the West, bacause by then he heard
¢ of mass deportations to Siberia and he fearasd for
hls future because of his hwing taken part in
the civilian guard. He took a train to Sopron,
and inquired about ways of fleeing, He was told that
he should not venture alone, but should have a companion,
and Ne decided that he would do so. In the next few
days he talked over with one of his friends how they
should flee and thay decided that they waould take
very little with them and cross the border near Sopron.,
On the 10th they went to Sopron to flee, crossing
. the border into Austria. Next day on the llth they
did so without encountering any difficulties,

D, CONCLUSION: This is respondents answer to the
question: what he thinks of Hungaries gains because
of the reveolution: "The farmers wers spared the annual
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convened in one of the neighboring villages which

was the administrative center of thesge thres

villages formed an administrative unit. Pecple want
with flags, respondent also carried a dlag., As

people convened in the assembly hall of the city hall
of that village, a farmer of the age ofd4d oxr 47

stood up and spoke, After a few words, snthusiastically
commenting on the events in Hungary, this farmer sugaested
that the people assembled who rightiyfully represent
the population of the three villagss, elect sight people
from each of those thres villages, and these

three times elight peoplsa form a nominating committes,
The motion was carried by an enthusiastic voice vote,
and the nominating committee was formed in a

matter of a few minutes, HRespondent was also alected,
Now the same farmer who made ths first motion mexssi
thak himself suggested thenty four names, and
respondent says that In mrt because his suggestions
were very sound, in part because people wanted to

act quickly, he received approval in every case.

Mow the nominating committes of the three vilalges

held thelir own caucuses and they named two peopls,

the suggestions of the same people who made the motlons
before, The nominating committse again jolned the
crowd and the people elcted one of the two nominees.

e became now chairman of the revelutionary council.

He was a 37 or 3B year old small farmer. MNext

people elected a membar council and then the

also elected members of a national guard(or rather;
civilaian guard). Respondent was also elected a

member of the Natlonal Guard. Next day, the chairman
of the reolutionary council got Euhfma:ﬁine guns for
the members of tleci®ilian guaxd amdxfxem for

the members of the civilian guard from Zhae Gyor.

Respondent finds it wvery characterlistic of the

entire atmosphere of the revolution that it was

for two hours that the bars were opened after this
alection so that peéeopls could blow off steam., Otherwise
the bars wemse closed so thet no sentiments could

be whipped up or get bayond control,

Next two days, on the 27th and on the 28th, the

only major event in respondert’!s village was that

the revolutionary councll annonced with the help

of drumming up people in the ancient traditon

that the people of Budapest were in bad nead of food
and that everybody who feels like deonating féod

for them should bring their gifts to the city hall,
And sob it happensd. In the tiny village of less
than 500 population twe large truckloads were
collected, and respondent recalls that it was touching
to see that utterly poor people donated far beyond
what could be expected from them,

Respondent finds it very characteristic th& in thece

few days people gathered in groups quite often in
the strsets and talked over swents whicgh they heard
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and a police officer shouted to the people: "We're
with you boys!" The crowd cheered and they shouted
more and more slogans like "Down with communism,”

or "We don't need any Russians.” And the crowd went

to the freedom statua., There the council member announced

that the city council approved of ths action of the
people, He was cheered and people started destrowing
the gravestones which wre there to mark tha graves
of Russian "heros." who when they conquered that mart
of Hungary. In the spring of 1945, h?gh gchool
students got notes from the high school gymnasium
and they tied those to the statue and people

trled to pull it down. But those very sirdng ropes
broke twlce, DNow people decided that steel ropes
wollld be kk the rmight means to pull down the

statue. They got steel ropes from & tractor station.
While people were walting for the ropes they broke
the gravestones of the Russians into small pieces,
with the help éf those steel ropes, people toppled
the statue half-way and had to abandon their asttempts
at that time because the statue proved too strong

for them., People sang the national anthem again.
}hay went heme in peace and with shining happy

aces,

When respondent and the railroaders went back to
tha station in the evenlng, two Russian trucks and
one #ank came on the route, and as the Russlan
soldiers saw the laﬁi: crowd, they jum off the
trucks with sube~machine guns in their hands.
People shouted at them and told them that they

had nothing against the Russian people, but

they would like to see them go home. The Russians
didn't stir, When people got back to the railroad
station, the two rallroad men who had spoksn

at the statue, spoke again, and suggested to the
people that they go home now to thelr families,
and that they see what happens tomorrow.

Rallroaders organized one train to take the people
home to their familles and it was on that train that
the respondent also returned to his village and to
his family.

Next day, the 25th of Qctober, respondent worked on
their farm. He saw people happy, and he saw them

in small ogroups %alking things over and he reports

that they were all happy. He answers the

probing question whether peopls decided to break

up the collective farm, respondent explains that

there was neo colleciivae farm In their nlighhn:xhqu
village, or rather in the rural communiszty that ngnged
administratively to the village,

October 26th was a ralnly day and respondent didn't
go out to the field to do any field work. In

spite of the =aln, the population of three villaces
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they parked the train waiting for one which would
take them home., As the train arrived which would
take them homy respondeit explains that he saw all
pecple very happy and smillng and smx he experienced
the first time in his life that there was nobody

to give orders to the others, !s explalns that ha
never saw anything similar to that friendly atmosphere
which was prevalent there. At one reilroad station
which they passed, national colors were distributeds=
to people, and the railroaders stuck small pleces

of the national color aln place of tha communist
emblem on thelr caps.

When they arrived ath their destination, the
railroadersfaid that they should go demonstrating,
not explaining but declaring their sulidar1t¥

with the people of Budapest who were out to fibht
for freedom. It was at 2 PM that the railroaders
coming from all direptions tc that station got out
on the street with flags, and a gr=at many civilian
people jolned them, They found the students of that
town already in the streets demonstrating, All
went to the Petofi statue in the Main Sguare of the

city. Q2

This Petofl statue was about 100 yards “freedom statue."
Demonstrators laid a beautiful wreath on the Petofl
statue and many other people put flowers on his
pedastel. They sang the liztional Anthem. Two
rallroaders got up and spoke of freedom, and the
sixteen demands of the nation waee read aloud.

The crowd which was swalling all the time cheered
when it heard the sixteen points. Part of the

crowd suggested that they destroy the Russlan
"Liberty statue." Ohhers suggested that they go first
to the city council an! that they ask fexr the opinion
of the city council. At the sama time they

made crystal clear, the respondnet reports that
their action would not depend upon thelr approval,
but they wondered what the council would say,

As they arrived at the city hall, they took off

the sign with the communist emblem from above the
entrance. A raeilroader of the age of between

35 and 40 years suggested that three rallreaders,
three students and threse other civilians go to the
city council, People selected thsse nine persons

nd then they asked for bhe CRUWD's approval.
The dé ega?i&ﬁ proceeded and after about ten

minutes an official of the city council came

back with the delegation, and they all went back te
the "Liberty status" after the official of the

city council declared that they didn't have anyting
against destrowing the"Libery Statue" On their

way they stoppecd for & few minutes at the building
of the police, They toxre off the communist emblem
and demanded that the door be opened. When

there was no response, the crowd wan®™ted to break
it in. At that moment, a third floor window opanad
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A. On the 22nd respondent was home in his village
and din't experience anythling different from every-

day life,

SLEMESIFE HETRI VA R
On the 23rd he went to Medmesker to resume hid
railroad duty, and it was there that he heard from
people that the ravolution broke out in Budapest,
Respondant answere a probing question that he can
rocall that he heard the word reveolution used.
He adds that he thought right away that communism
would be over and out pretty soon because & revelution
would spread to all the people and it weuld
spell doom for communism, He tells us that the communist
railroad officer who gave them their daily assignments
loocked very embarassed and spoke in a halting way ,
stammereing several times, and thay interpreted it
as a consequence of the news that they received
from Budapest. When at night hs returned to
Szekesfehervar and thay got off the train people
took the communist EmbIams from thelx caps without
asking much, and respondent tells that he actually .
was happy about it and never thought that he
would be hapﬁz in seeing someone tearing something
from his clothing., A% night he slept in the railroad
hostels. He was awakened from his slesp during the
night by a terrible engin noise, He as well as
othere sleeping in the same room, looked out the
windows and saw tanks. He knew he explains where
these tanks came from. It was Hajmasker a Russian
base, the largest aside from Szombathely, And
he explains t these bases assumed real importamce
since the Russians got out of Austria, At three
A.M, respondent left wilith a train as had been
scheduled, It was a freight train which hs
accompanied, and its destination was a town in Vas
county, Before they left Szekssfehervar he as
well as his colleagues decided that they would leave
Vas county, and went to the office and declared their
intentlion of staying in Szekesfehervar, respectively
to go to their home towns, But the rellroad officers
plaaded with them to take a train from the station
for otherwise they would kve a jam, and so thay
decided to cumﬁly with thelr request and to take the
traln cut to the next station. This is what they did:

They went to the nearest statlon and his colleagues
declared that they would not risk their lives for

a train or for a good rallroad service. If they
wanted to risk it they would do so for the HMunasarian
people and for the fresdom of Hungary. The railroad
engineer took the locomotive back to Szaekesfehsrvar,
He took care of it so that no damage would result
from abendoning it. The other railroaders

accompaning that freight train stayed at the station whera
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. 11, MAJO LENGE WAR~ UEST IQh

A, Respondent thinks that the mest importat things
that Americans should know about the events in Humpary
during the autumn of 1996 are the following:
Americans should know how much the Hungarian people
suffered in the revolution. "Think of the many debts
of the wounded and the captured, and ihing particularly
of the many tortured sfter the revolution,; respondent
says,&nd he goes on: “We expected armed help from
» the Hesgiand articularlz from the Americans.” =
Respondet explains that he himself heard he cannot
recall on what da!. but that he himself heard
on one of the following radio stations, he cannot
reécall which one Radlo Free Europe or the Voice
of America a message %telling the Hunge rlan people
that if they hold out they will get help from
the fres world, And he explains that it was this
radio message which particularly caused Hungarians
to expect help from the free world =~ he also would
like to tell the Americans that the farm population
of Hungary helped the psople of Budapest to survivs
by generously donating food. He explains that a great
many very poor people donated food way above what
can be expected from them. He says t these donations
in many cases were so magnanimous that the sacrafice
that people took upon themselves by donating these
amounts amounted to herclsm,




