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CHARACTER DESCRIFTION:

Respondent is the firset subject of the maturs age group (she is L9)
and therefore could give en intarssting picture of pesil~war and
Cormmnist-dominated Hungary frem quite s dlfferent angle than we
are receiving from the younger genération.

Respondent comes from the ipper social class. Her late father was
Ceneral Msnager of the Southern Hungarian Reilroad Co., md sub-
ject received the best of everything with regard to educatien,
home, travel, etc.

Due %o her late husband's sommecticns (he was Editer-in-Chief of

the leading Hungarian Catholic newspaper, Nempeti Ujsag), subject
had extremely good connseflons with all leading political perties,
eto., end was glso very extensively informed about pelitics while

in HFungary.

Her scn, following in his father's footsteps, took an active part
in the epiritual es well as the ndlitary leadership of the revo-
luticng and was ¢losely connected with the jowrnalists, sotars,
mnd writers who played such an important part in the uprising.

Beaides her interesting background, subject is very intellipent,
cloar-headed, and unbiased. Her sttitude iz never narrows :
minded snd her jodgment is sound. Tt was a revealing experience
amd s pleasure to interview her.
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1T, MAJOR SALIENCE AND WARM-UP QUESTION

Feapondent's eanswer to what she thinks Americsns should imow about
the rewvolution wes ss follows:

"I hops that by now the American nation mnd public opinion hes
realized that the October Reveolution in humngary was the revclution
of the entire nation, regerdless of social background, race, ro-

ligion, or aje, sgainst the Commmiat oppresalon mnd Soviet dordnae
tion. "
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III. CHRONQLOOY OF FERSONAL EIXPERIEWCES
A

A. Respondent gave the follewing account of her activities
during the first days of the revolution:

"On the 22nd I left Budakessi and went to town to stey with
my meuried daughter who lived at Buda in a residentizl dis-
trict. Thie day we had heard that the students were going
to organize a sympathy demonstration at the Polish Genersl
Bem statue in Buda,

"On the 23rd, I spent ny whole day at my office. This was
in tae central district of Budspest. I worked there wntil

5 o'clock in the afternoon, During the day, twe of my
children came to see me. They were already wearing the red,
wiite and green cockades in their lspels, and told me about
the demonstrations. Several of my colleazues left the office
to join in the demonstrationsj however, I had sz terrific
amount of work to doj somehow I thought I'd better finish

everything I eoculd,

“Gince I had a part-time Job in a lawyer's office, I went
there eftor my office hours and wo discussed at some leng th
with the lawyer what is going to happen. On my way to the
lawyer's office I saw the terrific crowd that was streaming
back from Buda mround 5:30. Everybody was greatly elated,

and o was I. It was & tremendous experlence to seo how
happy peenle were, I myself must admit T oried of happiness.
However, T was deathly peared of the reactions of the politi-
eal polics. At the lawyer's office, as I said before, we
ware talling over the events and declded teo remain there uniil
B o'elook so as to be able to listen to OJero's speech over the
radio, Ye were convinced that after all that had happened
Gero would give in and former Communist Nagy would sgain tale
over, and little by little all the problems snd the political
erisie would be solved. We, the more masture pecple, were just
belleving that it would be quite logical that Oero would glve
in,

"Regsrding the age and social class to which the denonatretors
belonged, I really couldn't sey who was not there #if with us
in the stresta. It was a very orderly, peaceful, and enthusias-
tic demonstration full with heppy expectetions and optimism.

"Az far =1 know, the university students wers the only cnes
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who crganized the demonstration to the Bem status. The rest
of the demonstration was completely spontanecus, Everybody
Just joined in and the cruwd swelled at every strest carner.

"After we had listened to Gero's speech in the office, we
were quite speechless that he could be irresponsible %o this
extent and lead the nation into & general debacle, e ware
terribly upset about the way he telked, snd we agread that he
vag doing everything so as te remasin in power.

‘I worked until 11 o'clock at night in the lawyer's of fice -
I was in complete lethargy by that time and very downhearted.
Then I went home, tut had to walk all the way to my deughter'ts
spartment. At thet time the Buda streets were very quiet, and
at that time I stil11 did not hear anything of what hoad hape
pened in town snd sround the radio building,

‘When I arrived home, my son was not there, but he rung up firom
someshers near the radio tuilding., He told me what wos going on
thare = the fighting, ete. I begzed him to return; however, he
sald, 'Mother, there are some more important things than tha
family', and he stayed. We stayed up a1l the night sand lis -
tened to the radio, Radlo Pree Furope, that is. We were in-
formed Ly the RFE broadeasts of what was going on in Budapsst.
It seems that Radio Free Rurgpe was able to got in touch with
the radlo stationa of the Freedom Fighters. From then cn we
#ere constantly listening to the breadessts of Radio Free
furcpe. I must adwit that before thias time we never did,

"I'm sure that the blocdashed could have been avoided had ths
AVH not uged their arms against the crowd. As far as I was
iafermed by my sen, the revolution and bloodshed started
there at the radio bullding,

"As to where the Freedom Fighters received their arms from,
again my non told me {bat the first arms they received ware
those the police farce has handed over

the Hungarian army who joined their ranks.

"Aa %o the cuteoms af the revolution, I must edmit quite
frarkly that T wes desthly scared for sll the young poople
Wio ook part in the fishting because T was fearing reprisals
on the part of the government.

"We just simply refused to believe thet the government could
go vile as to call in the Russians and have the clty and ite
population be fought end shot st by the Ruesisan troms. We
vere convinced thei this was the deing of Cere.
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"I heard the word 'Freedom Fighter' as early sa the night of |
the 23rd when my boy phoned me and took such an active p it |
in the rovelution.
"It was the young people who fought durinz the whole uprising - |
and mestly the young working class. Hany of them were what |
we would call "tough boys' from the slums of the cityee... |
industrinl spprentices, etc. The intellectuals took part more |
in erganizing the revelution. Thoss were the NUWBEPapermsn ., ‘
actors, ond writers,

1

"1 also revember now that my son told me that a great many of |
the young people who took part in the lighting received mili- |
tary training - what they called partisan training - from
the povernment. These young boys alréady had arms, and then
later on the military armorles were aiso ransacked, Hsre the
Freedom Fighters found very 1ittle resistance on the part of
armories.

'Rpgarding the organization of the revolutien, I can enly say
that it wasn't organized at all - and this was the greatest
mistake and cause of many unhappy incidents in the beginning,
By the end of owr firet free three days, however, the |
poople were ardered te reéport at every district town hall
and were organised somehow, but I don't know mere details.

I have heard, but forgotten the name, of one of the police
emtaineg who was cne of the rain leaders of the young pecple.
Al3o I have heard that the Xilian Barrscks were defandad by
Upaeral !aleter. It was only through the Radic Pres Europe
troadcasts that we heard that there were fights going on all
ovar Elﬂ En’l.'ﬂ'ltr}"-

"Me 2ith of October was spent by us &t home ahd with my
daughter and her family, We were in a great fix regarding
food. Theare wasn't anvthing at kome end, since at that time
it was still quite pescefnl in that district we tried to get
somé food and orgsnive the Wepll///We/did househeld., e 4id
gomething to shelter and preparsd shelter packages, vtc, We
had only heard that srcund the Sgennter the barricade gates
had besn erected.

"On the 25th my twe daughtere with their husbands came to see
us. They walked into town from the suburbs of ludapest. My
son=in-law and son weni off =nd teld ua they were poing to

fight again. Tt was that day that the shooting had eccurred
at the Parliamert Square. My daughtsr apd I decided that we
showld go snd help wherever we could md want dewn to one of
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the hospitals on the Buda gide of the city. There we were
told that they were adsquately staffed, but asked us to go
over to Pest where there 18 a great shertage in voluntary
help at the hospitals. ‘hen we arrived at the Margsret
Hridge, the Ruesiann were keeping the bridge under fire, so
we had to crawl back snd take shelter., Later on ve walked
homé., We hemrd that the Ruseisns had turned their guns
againat the AVH at the Parliament Squars.

Co "On the 26th and 27th agnin we spant our time queueing up for
food, snd I was waiting “ar my son tc réturn. Lster I was ine
formed that he was esptured on thoe 25th, but he managed to es-
caped on the 27th and ho came heme, From that time on our
place becums a kind of a home to the Ireedom Fighters who came |
and slept there. We zave them food, etc. |

"We were constantly sltiing &t the radioc and listeninz to the
broaticasts of the Westeyn radio stations. It was a pathetie
thing to hear and see how hopeful these young pecple were of
recediving help from the West., I had to translate ths English
broadoasts foar them, and really my heart was aching whan I
had to tell them that nobody was coming to help. They still
tept on hoping., I must pay that this was not the Radio Fres
furope tut the imericen brocadoasts, in English, frow overseas
irich we heard on the shortweves. I believed it to bz my
duty, beilng of the older generation, to tsll them the truth,
and I trid, tut they just did not believe me. |

"I think it wes on the 28th that I started apain to go to my

office. There I was reccived with a great helle and o kindly

by the staff - end 28 if they winied me to be the MAN ATy

They were perfectly aware of my farmer connectichnes with Car-

dinal Mindseenty md my former politicsl background, md theree

fore probably they thought it would be a geod thing if they

had me there. %e arranged a meeting. Fverybedy received the

Cader file., We road them together and them bturned them all,

Everybody was extremely bappy and nice to each other and we -
decided that all i1l feeling should be forgotten fram then on, |
and we should all work tigether ir the new world whilch was

fortheoming for Hungary.

At that time we were convinced that the Russimans will retrest
from Hingary. On Satwrdsy, November the Ird, my son came home
and told me that the Russlane were nepotiating regarding their
vithdrawal. They set four conditione which should e first
falfilled. As far as I remsmber, one was thet gll Russian war
monuments should be restored, and that we should give them a
very flazhy and showy goodby when they withdrew, and that the
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government sghould pledge itpelf thut Hungary was going to be
rabuilt in a real Socialist splrit. T de not recall, however,
what was the fourth conditien.

"I spent the whole day of November 3rd at the office of Carw
dinal Mindsgenty in the Tar district of Buda, I also talked
saveral times with him,

"It was vory interesting tc see snd to hear that gll bishops
of 211 religions 211 over the country were willing to co-
mperate with the Catholie Church. They either came to visit
the Cgrdinal or asked him on the phone for an asudienca.

"I also recell ancther incidepnt, The mob was
storming all state offices. 'The Cardinsl wented to save the
State Chureh Office, a3 1% was called, in order to savs all
files there which might be upgeful later om. !le asked that,
if possitle, some soldliers be sert to defend ths building,

"Later on people from the radio came (I was present at that
tlme) end ssked the Cardinsl whether they should bring up the
tape recorder and reccord his speech, which then later should
be broadcast ever the radic. The Cprdingl was quite upset by
that. He said, "No, 1 wmt to talk directly to the nation
over the radio.' He also refused to have & specisl escort
when he want to deliver his apesch for the radie.

"T algo wuld 1ike to menticn that even the Cardinal was so
deeply convinced that the Pusslans were geoing to withdraw
their troope that oefere T left he asked me to berin (and he
gratrusted me wlth this) to organize amd to s2t up Catholie
press crganisstion.

"The first thing we hesrd about the Ruwsians heving btroken
thelr word &t and that they were returning was on lHovember Lth
at daun when e heard the csrnons,

"Orbil Wevember Tta I did not leave the house. We only lis-
tened to Radio Fres Bropa from Mgnich. I was nsﬁeu:lall it
presged by the wonderful speech of Mr. Bery. At thet time
fierce fighting wes going on 21l cver the towa so we moved our
quarters dowm to ths cellars. The Russiasne ware using minea,

"After Nyvember Tth I started to go back to my office. We

gad to receive a speclal iind of identity card saying that s
ned etarted owr work, becaupe whenever we were stopped in the
atreets o Ldentlfly curselves we had to show this - ctherwiazs
we were charged that we w2re out on strike. However, I muat
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mntion that all the offices were extremely decent sbout this,
and isesued such ¢ards to everybody. Very often - and mostly -
people did not even attend the offices., I went to my office
twioce a week ohly becauso we could not work anyway. There
was no light, wd especially in the beginning no heat. Almo
we had Lo walk to the offices, shich was extremsly hszardous
as well as tiring.

At that tinme my son wasasrrested for the second time - this
time by the Russlans. He was kept priscner at the Russian
“geret Pelice station whore on the top floor a great many
fusslan officers were arrested and locked up - as he told me.
de was releesed on the condition that he was going to repert
all the sctivities of the other Presadom Fighters. OF courss
he didn't do that, just the contrary. He was one of those
whe argmnired the demonstretion of the Hyngarian woman at
the Unlmewn Hero's Menurent, and also took part in crzanising
She blg general sirilke.

"T believed, however, that it would be mueh safer for him to
legva, and he did. After him ny daughter snd her Husband

also escaped; and my other dsughter promised me that she, too,
world try to cross the berder with her husband. Finslly, I
taoided alsc to leave. I had been informed that my connections
with Cardinal Mindszenty were rocorded by the AVH, so I did
not dare te stay behind, and left he country,

D "I certsinly believe that Hungary did gain, morally, in the
ayes dl the West and the whole warld; otherwise, she is the only
loser. "
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IV. EXPECTATIONS OF HELP FRON THE WEST OURING THE REVOLUTION

A.. Respondents sxpactations regarding help fros the Wast bolled
down to thia:

"We were convinced that ths United Netions would snforce the
sanctions and also that meybe it would allow voluntury forces
to come to fight on the zide of the Hungarizn Freedon Fighters,
The resson way we believed so firmly in this, espesially in the
actionn of the United Wotlons, wes that we knew that 1t was

in the interests of the whole world, not only in the interest
of the Hungarian pation, that an end be put to Fussian ex-
panslon and Qussian terror,”

8, "Ws mlso fully awere that this wos a unique occasion for the
Wgat to put an end tc Russian expansion. I am cunvinced that
unforfunately the West has completely missed the boat, At
the time of the Hungarian Revoilution ail Europe could have
bean cleaned of the Russlans becnnse all other sztellites
would have jolned in the revelution,"

C. Respondent did not come into contact with any foreigners be-
tween Dotober 23rd and the time of her escaps from Hungary,



F-55

A.

B,

SOCTAL CLASS STRUCTURE AND ATTITULE

Respondent gave the following infarmation an her soclal and
elass background:

Her father died in 1928, He was the General Mmager of the
Southern Hungarian Railroad Company and had a very high in-
come. Hespondent could not give any figures, but she dis-
clesed that she had the best of everything regarding education,
travels, home, etc. The family had a lerge househeld, many
gervants - had their cun personal maids, ete. Her fathar also
had sn automobile, mnd a large spartment. They had governnsses
and so on. However, he had no private assets.

Rggarding the education of her parents, she told me that her
father had a degree from the Hungarisn University of Tachnical
Selences in Engineering. Her mother had a high school educse
tion.

When asked about the different social classes in Hungary res-
pondent sald:

“Well, I believe that first of all there ia shat I would 58F
are the former intellectuals, then the new intsllsctuals,
then we have the working class, then the peasantry., As to
what I termed ‘farmer intellectuals', I would szy belene the
Hungarian aristocracy - those who remsined at home, the pecple
Wio have a university degree, people who had top jobs at the
different state officep, doctors, engineers, snd state en-
ployees. To the same 'former intellsctuels' belong also (to
my mind) the bourgsolsie, and the different oraftamen, mer-
chants, banking circles, bankers, industrialiste, ete., The
'new intellectuals' ars coming mostly from the lower sccial
classes ind were educated by the regime. These are moatly
newspspermen, actors, teachers, writers, ete. This is quite
a new generation shich grew up during the Communist repine,
I, myself, of course bslong te the old irtellectual class
which, however, under the Communist regime was dagraded to
the real prolestarian olass,

"I was in quite close contact with the Hungarian peasants ns
I gpent twe years among them when I was deported. A1l I can
say about them is that are decidedly anti-Communist. Tt was
interssting to see that there was a stricily obasrved caste
gyolem among the peasants., They were divided into small,

middle, and large peasantry; snd, for instance, they did not
even marry between these classes. £11 Hungarisn peasanta
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nated the regime because they were terribly exploited by the
regime and also they had to submit sc much of their products.
Also, I would like to peint out that the Hungarien peasmts
were extremely decent with all the deportees for shonm they
cared, snd they respected them,

"I did not have many contacte with the Huagaseim warking elass,
only my children who worked with them. T cen say, however,
that during the revolution they behaved extremely well and very
decently, Of course, they can do mere than any other class
because they are such a forceful group.

"linfortunately, due to my heavy working schedule, I had very
Little opportunity to get in teuch with my osm clase - that
18, the intsllectual class. However, what T have soen was
that generally the wamen conld hold their pround wmck better
than thz men during the Communist regime., W alwaye tried to
keep our living stendard at a level as high as possible., We
kept our chin up. We were hopefcl and wo were defisnt, It
was alwaye the Hungarian woman whip did not lat the family
lapse into tired proletarisn standerd,

"It was, of courss, the class of the farmer Intellectuals to
which I alse belong, that was hardest hit by Communism. MNot
only had they been forced te chmge their concrete living
standard and life, but also they were deprived of thelr homes,
they wsre persecuted bacause of their socisl origins. eto.

Az to the attitudes of the different clesses towsrd each
obhier, respondent said:

"For a vhile the Mngarian pvasante rather sovied the warkars,
and may of the young pemsent boys went to work in factories,
dowever, 1t vwas interesting to sevs how the ihinzerian peasanis
nated the new intelleetun) class which was a product of the
Ccommnist regime. They piltied the old intelleatusl class, mnd
this was the attitude of the workars also.

"As I #aid befare, I do net know very much about the workers
in Hungary, and T do not know much about the'lr attitudes to-
ward the peasants either. T know that in the baginning the
'orksrs ware very much against the old intellectual olaas, and
ey wore taken in by the slozans of the Cowunist ragime,
Howover, 1itlle by 1ittle, when they saw how the old intellece
“ual olups was beiny breated their hate o prejudice burned
-nto sympathy. I was told that the leading engpinears 4n the
“actories, for instance, ware ldolised, and the prieste, the
fpctarg, ete. in the countrymide vere slso graetly beloved,
and the slmple pecple did everything for them,
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C. Me to how an individual might edvance himself in Conmmnist
Hungary, respondent gave the following infarmations

"he mopt important thing, of course, ls your political
view, then comes your class arigin, and only last, your
talent,

"Eowever, I mmst mention that in the last year or so my-
body wheo had a specific knowledge end who waes very good in
his job could sucoesed alowly, oven if he was of the what we
would eall ™mrong' class. The whole trend of tolerance star-
ted in 1953, after Prime Minister Vagy took over.

"The individual wihe could get ahead in Commmmnist Hingory
must have very, very little demands on life, he or she mst i
possess a great deel of will, be an cptimist, and have physi-
cel and spiritusl foree, besides heing tops in his professien.

. "The group that got, perfispa, more out of the regime than
they deserved were the sportamen, of course because the govern-
ment pampered them for propaganda purposes to a very great ex- .
tent. 1
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IX. MAJOR DISSATISFACTIONS AS FELT IN EVERYDAY LIFE

A ™y mein dissgtisfaction in Commnist Hungary was the oom-
plete wprooting of my 1ife;, and that even working eight hours
a day in an of fice was not sufficient to support myself,

"Apart from other things the grestast amoyance was caused by
insecurity. YWe naver knew when wa were going to be dismissad,
wien we were zolng to be arrested, why and what for."
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cur fanily when my husband was imprisoned snd later died, was
something that tisd us more closely togsthar, So we were able -
not, pertieps, materially, tut spiritually - to keep the old
ways and the old spiritusl stendard,

On marriage, courtship, sex problem, ete., respondent paid:

"lue to the living standard, the marrisge, courtahip, and
sexusl behavior has greatly changed in the young pecple during
the Communist regime in Hungary. It was extremely difficult
to get marriad becsuse of the housing shortage, se peaple just
lived together. There was no mere of the old-fashicned court-
ship going on, and many of the young people had love affairs,

"The role of the perents in our ¢lsss, however, remained sbout
the same. Our children accepted ouwr Judgment and our word and
the old patriarchal famlly feeling still prestty much prevailed.
This patrisrchal feeling rumained especially. as I referrsd
before, smong the peasants where the father usually told his
children whom they ought to marry, and did not let them
oulside their class. I have no idea, however, how the marital
relation, etc. was formed mmong the working class durirg the
Commanist regime.

"The reascns for all changes in Hungary are economic, rather
tnan being due to Communist doctrines. The dostrines pdght
neve affected the mare primitive classes - maybe -, on the
other hand, there wasn't a very high sexual morality smong
thoge pecole anyway, not even before the Commnist regime,

"To my kmowledge, prostitution was strictly prohibitsd under
Commundsm. Neverthelsss, it flourished.

Respondent's anewer to whather or not the sexual merality
ungder the Commmnists was different was ss follows:

"First of 211, let me tell you that during these twelve years
1 have never met a convinced Communist, that is, one who had
some bralns. T would have liked to meet and talk to cne liks
that, but I was unable to do so. 'Therefare, I really cennot
tell you what the sexual morality -f the convinced Communists
iz.

"I never have heard of anyone among our friends who becsme a
party mempoer. I weuld like To stress that a person whoem I
¢hoecse to be my friend certainly never would have turned to
Cesmunism.
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D: On Juvenile delinguency, respondent's reactions were as
followa:

"I do not believe that juvenile delinquency is being plmyed
down by the Communists begause it simply doea not exist to
such an extent as it doss here in the United States. As a
matter of fact, however, the official attitude toward jue
venile delinquency is that they are under reactionary in-
flusnces at homs, and this is the reason why they becoms
celinquent, On the whole, I do not belleve that juvenile
delinquency has incressad in iungary. We do not have any
loafers, ‘or instance, because the pecple are being checked
all the time, and those who do not werk are beins locked up.
I do not belleve that the behavior of juveniles is any werse

in Hungery than enywhers else in Durope.

"The Jampec is just a youngster who is aping the worst, snd
the movie actors and actresses, by wearing flashy clothse and
it is very serlious, '’
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A. "Religion did play an encrmous pert, in fact the largest part
‘n life, in Hungary during the Communist regims - larger then
tver before, Maybe it wes beecause of politics, but alsc peo-
pis tried Lo find relief in religion,

"The religion moat hard hit is the (atholic religien in Hune
gary because the Catholic clergy has put up the gresiest
rasistance - headed by Cardinal Mindsszenty - sgainat the re-
gime, JAlso the minor clergy was ‘he militant enemy of the

Commmists,

"Religicn, of course, is a bulwark against Communiam in Han-
gary; mostly becsuse the Roman Cetheoliecs, sspecizlly, in the
Confessional, at church meebings, ete. were slways able to
discuss what could be done in & ferm of passive resistance.

B, '"Meligicn doss finy an lmncrtant role in my 1ife, and T believe
B mere lmportant cne then 1n the 1ife of my parsnts. I be-
Jieve that I am more or less as religlous as the gverage pore
gon in Hungary io. I also follow the rules of my church and
ebtend the church es mueh aa possible and when md 4f time
parmite.

0. "Regarding the function of the churches in sceiety, % believe
ihat the role of churchss in education is extremely important.
In an independent country the churelh should eertainly play =
sajer rele in edocatlon. On the other hand, I do not, belisve
Liat the churchea should interfere in setting morel ccodes, In
things as movies, plays, books, eic., and also I am decidedly
egainst any cinmreb taking an sctive part in polities in an In-
cependent Hungary. The church and etate should be independent
of sach other, bul they sught to coepurate,"

O ©n the Jewish mincrity, respondeni saids

"The Jewish religion has alsc bean hurt by Commnism, I can
sy this very emphatleally. The Jews lost their schools an
cid the other religious groupa. In the beginning, nowever,
they were troated with less strictness. I also have seen
many Jews attend thelr services oo Feldey evenings in Buda.
peat, which was mere o less & donenstration against the re-

gime,
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ke to how the Jews wore affected by the Cosmunist rule in
Hongary, I can say that in the begimming the Jews were favor-
ably inclined towsrd accepting Communism. I find twe roasons
for that: one, vengeance against the regime under which they
had so much to muffer;,and the second reason, I belleve, was
that the Jews did not believe that the Communist regime would
ruin them economleally and they would not be affected by Com-
mdem this way. However, later on the Hungarian Communist re-
gime started to clamp down thelr rules on the Jews also - then
they became sort of dissppointed, Nemetheless, from the be-
ginning, when the Commmnists took ower in Hungary, the Jews
joined the Communist Party in great numbers; tnere always was
gome manber of every Jewish family who became a big shobt in the
Coreunist Party, Thess, however, were not the 'top class' Jews
(as we called them), the bankers, the irdustrialists, etec., but
the 'smell' and lower class Jews,

"he attitude of the Jews during the revolution was suddenly

mti-Oomsmmist, end I heard from ny son thet meny of fhe young |
Jewish intellectuals were fighting side by side with the other

Fracdom Fighters. Also, the majority of the newspapermen, ,
mathors,; eto, who took part in the spiritual leadership of the

revolution were Jews.

T gouldn't put it this way: that the Jews do not want an in-
dependent Rungary. I would say that the Jews want to be Inde-
pendent, but not necessarily independent Hungarians. A Jew is |
never a patriot. He wmts freedom, personal freedom, and doesn'?

pare whether this persenal reedom he can achieve 1s in Hungary

or elsewhere in the big world. However, I was informed that at

the begimning of November last year there was a certaln scare

within the Communist Party whether an snti-Commmist feeling

will arise if Hungary should gain her independences

"On the whole, I find this mnti-Semitic feeling (if it exists)
quite justified because, after all, the tep leaders of the whole
Communist Party were Jews. On the other hand, in all fairmess,
wa nust admit that no intelligent CGentile joined tha Party - 1t
was cnly the misled, primitive people among the Centlles who
joined the Party; while there were very many intelligent Jews
who became Party membera. BSecause of t!is, of course, they
achieved mush more spectacular carsers within the Party and

tiis ie how it came sbout that the top Comminist leaders and
the pecple who had responsible jobs within the Party were Jews."



ViII. THE HUNOARIAN YOUTH

A,

C.

"I would asy that the Hungerlan youth; as we think of them, are
vetween the ages of 1L and 2l yearg."

"The Hungarisn youth played 2 major part in the revelution by
regson of lts enthusissm snd courage, because of which they
took toe iniative.

"To my mind they stood up sgainst the regime because they were
bewildered by the different doctrines they taried to indoctrinate
them and, due to what they had heard at home, they didn't believe
completely. Also, young pecple are less fearful of consequences
and lsss cantious. There is so much more elap in a young person,
too.

"During the revoluiion I can say that we wers terrlbly aproud of
our children, The youngsters, on the other hand, alwsys told
us, 'Now, you'd botter stay hane, because you are in our wiy -
and don't bother us,'"

On the acheols snd educatickal" systems in Hungary during the
last ten years, respondent saids

"I tlink that theedvcation in Hongary - that is, in the schools -
put a very great siress on ideology and Russian lmguage. This
wag the sitvation not enly in the high schools, but Ln the uni-
versgitiosp as well, Further more. a child could never learn

wiet ho wanied becanse he or she wes ndmitted to the schools

and to the universities only after careful checlkdng of the family
background, Howewar, ithe situaticon improved greatly in the last
two years, The gquality of the teaching has alse improved, as I
was told; but on the whole, it is amasing to see how mch strong-
er wos the diseipline in Fungarimn schools (oven under the Com-
munists) than here in the United States, far instance,

"The reatrliction of vocational choice was of course practiced

by the goverrment. In fact, in the second year of high school
the child was dirascted to the so-celled vocational hizh schools.
When 1l years old, a child had to decide and state what he wan~
ted to become. 'The spplications were &lready filed oy that age.
Ugsually, however, the child was never glad to go on to study
what he had wanted. AU the unlversity, agein, the ciildren wers
directed to those certein professions in which there was & aheri-
age at the time., The Hmgarian statistical bureaus nave carefully
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figured out in which profeseiona and how many are needed.

"The quality of the education was geod, especially in the last
years, because the universitisa and schocls simply had to call
back their old teachers. fThey did not have enough treined
people of thek om. The professors of the universities had a
very herd time becsuse sometimes the studsnts believed tiem to
be Comrmunist, which they certainly weren't. 'Then, on the other
hand, they, in order to keep their jobs, had to make concessiona
to the government also. I e¢an say that I was very sorry for
anybedy who had to teach in Hungary.

"Ine professora and teachers at the universities were extremely
competent and were qualified. I am quite sure that even if
there were a few among them who were Commnist Party members,
they were nol members Liecsuse they were Communiste, but be-
cause they wanted to keep their jobs. After ell, a man must
live - especially if he has a family."

In respandent's opion, the Hungerian youth, on the whola,
rejected Communlset above, and slso bscauss they were convinced
that it was no good. "here was reality versus theory, and they
cozld gee it for themselves,

"I do not believe that the Hungarian youth was ever sympethetic
to Comminism, on the whole. Howevar, in the begiming of tie
regime, there were some young people (and these mainly of the
Jewish religion and the working clasas) sympathising with Con-
munism. Oradually, as young people of these two groupe saw
that what the regime had promised was not coming into being,

and how the regime wasturning against the Jews and workers,

they were disillusiened, in a way, and they stopped sympathizing
nltogether."
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X, THE ECONMOMIC 1LITE

A. "Our famlly got slong finencislly somekow, it only due to
the fact that after regular office hours I had an extra job,
md I worked as a rule 1i hours e day and sometimes nore.

"Hegarding food, we had a subsientiazl meal at lunch time in
our office shich wes quite good. As a regult, in t4o evening
wh only hod ecld cots, tes, or a hot soup. The food esituation
had improved in the last yeasrs and the food supply in the city
vas much bettsr. On the vhole food commodities were expenaive
&3 compared to whai you wers ssrning. For instance, the hourly
vage In Hungary wes fram 1 forint 60 to 2 forint 03 vhereas
fso pounds of bresd (one kilogrse were 3 forints - so you ses,
you had to work mere then cne howr in order to be able to buy
faro petinds of bread.

“e clothing situation was extrsraly bad, at lssst with our
fomily. We could not afford Lo tuy sy clothes, and vhat we
had came from abread - from the prckaszes our friends sents I
mist admit, however, that in the Jast years ‘the guality of
the glothing soods become batier,

"Ing worst thing was the housing situstion. Umally six to
saven people llved in one room. “here were thres families in
ong apariment who had %o share the dtchen and bathroom. ste.

"The groatest luxury for me wag, for instanca, a new dress, &
rnow pair of nylene, or to go to a hsirdresser, once in & blus
ENGs

"OFf the abova three - food, elotiing, and housing - 4t was the
Fouadng situation that causod v “e grentest difficulty., The
Viving standard of ocur family wag al its worat betwesn 1950 and
1953, of course - gt ths time wo y=re deported, sad from 1953
e It started to clipmb elightly. On the whole, I can say that
cur 1dving standard, which hed been gt the highest level pos-
elble, went dowm to the r~ocok bottem. I really cennot say vhat
I bave mizeed becsuse you somelow lose your Judgment living in
cire povarty.

"Ameng the Faillies T know, the fsailies of the physicians, for
Instance, wers pnch beiter off thnn others beszuse they made more
ronay, Also the speeially traines or qualifiasd envineer o acter
¢r mugician were always living ruch bettar and Tar above the
average,
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% think that the approaching ecencmle debaele in all aatel-
Lite stetes and Soviet Russia sccounts for the low living
atandard in fungary during the 1ast elithl years."

Un her own income in Hungary during the past ten years, res-
pondent gsve ths followlng information:

"In 1956 I earned 1800 ferint per month, which wae an extremely

high salary for @ woman., On this T had %o pay 100 forints for
Peace Loan, and 6f, I believe for retirement and compensation,
The above mentioned 1600 farints includes all the premdums
wfileh I raceived, ususlly every three months, - these were LOT
of my salary and were what Wey called 'Legusge premiums!
gince I spoke three foreisn lerguages. I had to have 3 secon-
dary source of income, and after office hours I worked until
date at night in a lavver's office. There I recelvad ten ft.
Rour. WNo deductions were taken from what I earned there

‘becduse T simply did not repert this income for tax purposes.

“All membters of my family worked in order to supplemenl the
family income. Twp of my daughters worked in offices. My
8N Was en unskilled laborer, as he was called. Both of my
seng-in-law worked also,

'T did nct get any wegs incresses over the last five years be-
cause overy time I was due for a raise I was dismissed from my
Job, v

"As to where cur family bought cur food, we bought wherever we
wmre able to get hold of 45, We bought in cooperative gtores,
free markets, or the state gtores. The mirket alares, which
really wese cocperative markets, were pretty pood - the quality
of the comodities was zood, The fruits, vegetables, stc. were
very fresh and plensing to the €ye. The prices, of course,
were very mich higher,

fOn the whiole, T can teld you that everything in Hungary was
elaasified into {tree & fTorent types. There was the standard
type. the quality type, and the export type for all commoditieg
whether it was for fruit or for industrial products, They went
o far that even the funeral, for instance, had three different
clesses - standard, quality, and export. When my motier died
I conldn’t have her buried at a certain cometery where we had

our family vault becsuse that was what they called a quality
cemelery, and I just couldn't afferd it.

"On the shple, T cen say that everyt! ing was avallable, more
or less, in the stste stores,
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"In the begioning we (our friande and mum our claas) naver
bought at the etate storen ar & idnd of passive rosletance, and
trrlod to patrorisze the so—cnlled masgek stores. Those were the
munll, indlvidusl entorprises of the HMimgarion oraftesan. How-
evor; in the long mm we couldn't lwep pace with the inorsasing
prioces because tho mossek storolmopers had to pay such high
ticos that his prices were sisply bayead our budzst. The 4if-
farence in price, of course, wea very much worthwhile; however,
agtate storen wereo all over the city mnd you didn't have tive to
go out = sometimen gquite a distanca = to gat to your llittle pri-
vote tnilor, snd eo ome. On the othsr hand, you had to do your
purchasing doy by doy. We had no mobay. and there wers no ico-
boxes, refrigerators, eto. in Hungary. I cannot remmmbar
whpther or not tho difforemces in prioes were gpreater in somo
yoars than in tho others. The difforonce in quality in ehoas,
for invtance, cnd food during the iast year (1 am thinidng of
1956 ) wan quite remarimbls.

" the awmnilability of othor cammodities - dresses, olothings .
for instance — I ocan soy vory littls becnuss we =zimply 41d not -
iy clothea. All wo hod - I mean the women in our fomily -

wore two skdirtes and two Llowses for tke offioce, and in the sur

mar two supmer drogsen, one of them being laundered wvhils we -

wore the others Thon we had a good or not 8o pood winter cont.

That was cll,

“How tha retail distributlon in Hungary worled, I really cammot
agys I hed very little time te spend on shopping. I do imew
that there wore commodities thnt wore simply unobtaineble scme-
tizeo - for example, bathrocr paper, mending woel, chird buttons,
noadlon, oto.

"The blook marlat was flourishing in the beginning of the Jormu~
niot regloe up unitl 1655, and it wos mostly for food poomodities
sorecially fots, oupar, voffen, ots. [ator on, when tho food mup-—-
ply becems somevhal better and woe wore nble to by thinze on the
Iroe wariot, ibe blacik market disappeared. Howevers there wans
#til]l a block wariet in Mmgory for nylons, wool, and commotics.
last yoar there wna o blaclk narlet for apariments. A the 4ime
there atlll wms a black market in focd comsoditics, ths futs,

for instanoce, wero axiremeiy good, bt of oourse tho price was
about double that in the otate stores. Of courss thore wan
under-thoe-oountor sanle, wootly In commodities that wers vory
saidom avallable -~ such no lomons, cooon, riloe, otc. It aloo
bappensd ot thot time that if you wanted to buy some othar oum=
wodity that wae vory soarce in supply, you head to purchase some—
thing elss in order to recelvs it. The changae in the ayalla-
bLlity and prices wore always ncverding to the ahortoags or tha
supply of goods. A% that time blacl: carket purchasing s don-
gorous and was punished by pricon. Howeeer, o great deal de-
povided on who the pusthasor vae, bacauss 4the purchassr and tho
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and the seller bothwro pmished 1 emd guilty« On tho other
band, since the Oommmunicte had 4he best salaries nnd consequently
more funde, they bought mootly on the black mariot.®

D On the worldng conditions at the office whore rospandant
werlked, abo gove the following infprmation:

"As I previcusly oaid, I was working in a patent office. I wao
the ad=iniostrative Socretary and lesader of the section. I did
the correspondence bLoth for abrocd and dopeotle. I had oight
hours %o work, and wo hod banides +thnt half an hour off for iumch.
0 Bturdays I worlod five hours only. 1y effico was about &5 to

$0 oimitos fran ths placo whewre I lived by bus.

91t wan puraly throuch a friond that 1 obtoined 4his job. This
friend told mo there was a vaoanay and I applied for 4it.

'iljr relationaswth uy co-iorlars were oxtrecely pood, in fact thay
Wora wandorfuls. My immediate Yoss was an old fandly friond, and
altogsthor I can say that this afﬂn-uuuanmpﬂmllyzm
ano. Since patents were our 9pecialiy, all poople who worlsd
there = I monn the seotion loadors, oto. = hod to he extronely
Mol qualifisd and tharefore ware all of tho old rogime. 4he
Socrotarios also had to lnow at least two ar three languages, so

gonoral monagar of tha offioe Was ¢ OCorzmunlst Porty membsr, o
Jow who wos extromely disgucting with averybody end therefors
thoroughly hated by ovoryano, inaluding ryself. He was the
brothor=in=lav of & top Cowrimiet called Friss, Stavon Friss,
and he throw his weipht chout a groot deal. o, of coursn, had

"Tho Party tocrotary and chief of poracmnal vwas ane and tha same
pearson. She wos a woran o, despite being n momber of the Ooum=
mmiot Pardy, wos an extronaly religlous woran so I beliove ahe
mot have beem ome of what T onll those 'idiot Zommuniate! ba=
ouuse ohe wos all out for sommunias, and em the other hanc, nhe
wont to church and commmion svery daye She was quite o fanath.
dim trouted ail omployops oxtromsly well, sha was vory nice; and
idnd %o overyboly. In faot, sho practiced 'love thoy neirhbort.
I vas oxtrensly satisfed in Wy Job mod I lled 4t also. As I
snid before, all my follov worlmrs wore wsll quaiified for thoir
joba, except of course the Aanager, and I was alwnys praicod for
my work by my other ouporiors.

"The Iungarion vaocotien Progran was axtrenoly good on paper and
In theory, bacnuse overy worier vas entitled 4o two wools poid
vacatlion and you recsived an allotmant for a vory nioa hotal,
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liowovar, it worioed lilm this: You received your two weols paid
vaogtlon, but you were nover gont to that nloe hoalth resori
booouso only those who had a ‘good bmakgramd' and good coder
filan wore cllowed 4o £o.

"the hoalth propram, on tho whole, wne good bocause wo had very
mony and geod benmefits under this program. [For instance, 50

days ware freo in o hoopital - all tho hospitalizatlon, medicine,
redical care, oto. wnas fros. 1he poople who belonged to the
trado uniomo, howovor, hod more bemofits than thone who did note
Ve had to poy only 157 of the price an modivinss 1T they were
quite opocial ones.

"the ocoumpansation or ponoion program, on the other hand, wes ox-
trocely bad bscause the panslons were vory low and the amount of
panolon you roceived alwsys depended on how lung you had been
worldng without intorruptlon at tho same job, and this very few
people could do. All service yours cpont with one ccmpany be-
fore the Osmmnist regime wore net included.

Bs "As to mlck whore I would profor to live in Hungary and
whare I did live in fumpory, this was olways the oity. There
wmre always much Lettor job opporiunities for mo there than in

tho country.

"In by spkmspckha opinion, tho oity worlors had a betier diet
boocousa, I bellove, the povermment teook zreat care.

wap sloo muoch higher in the city. 1 bsliovs it weo miioh ecslor
politionlly slso to live in tho oity beoauss in o spall villaje
in tho sountryoside you wure muoch more consploucus. FHowover, I
do not see how you oould hide nway for a long time anywhere in
imgnry boeause your deeds and your data were duly recordad on
the Jnder filea, and they could always trmock you down whoerever
JOU WOXO .

"on collsotivization vhen first introduced in Iungory I alwmya
had 2 bad opinion bocmuse, lmowing the !imgarian peasaniry, 1
lnow thoy would not work i they wers not allowed to work for
thanoelvos. Dosides, the sellsctlivigation as introduced and
practiscsd in [ungary was somplsately Wronge. It was done by sheer
foroe and vas used by « I have ssen 1%
whon I wno doported and living with ths poasants in the country.
The povermrant weont about collootivization lile this: they 1lm-
posad a terrific tax and compulsory surronder of groin and pro-
duse on the mdddls and lorpo poasants to ocuch an extont that
finally thoy souldn't canply with those orders anymors. Little
by little thoy ot in dobi o the state roparding their taxes,
and they hod to buy tho camwoditiecs in corder to be able %o sur-
rondor them. Whon thay vare at rock bottom, the outhoritios
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said, 'All right, we are foing 4o forpot about averything provi=-
dod you join the cooparative.! I beliove that all peasants in
irigary objocted to colloctivization. First the welle=to~do-
peasant objocted, then the leas vell-to—do, and finally the
poorast pedsant oven.

"I have heard of oolloctivas boing: dimselved - first in 1955 whan
Frive ldnister Tlagy tock over, and thon in 1958 in iho fall when
thoy were dissolved. The roasens for the dinsoluticn were simply
that the pesoants were hap v that at last thiy bad an opportuni ty
%o pot out of thess collectivs fnrma,

" I roally do not imow whot jdnd of agricultural systam I would
lile to ses idoally in mon indenondent [hngarye I cortadnly de
not want to see n oystem wiore thore are luge bir sdtates in mo
hand« T would profior, howover, thot the land sheuld ge back in-
o private ovnorshife 0On Lhe othor homd, I think that the co-
oporatives ac procticed in the Vestorn cowmtrios - Damrarlk, eto. -
io goods This ohould not bo forcoed and it should net be rdoused
a8 it vas during the Jormunist regime In Munpary. Also a state
form can bo & vory workabls onterprice if they poy good wnges.

"I bolieve that the meshanizaticr of agricultwre and tho intro-
duction of tructor otationo all over the aouriry was guits sood.
i.ivestool brooding on & mciontific hasls, otc. ocan also be cone
ductod %0 a much more profitable extent on bis otate farma. 1

do not apirove, howevor, in tho exploitation of persormel ond the
soll or that it 1s healthy, as they did 14 undsr tho Corcumind
regime ln HBunpary within the larpe stote farmas.®



AL TS POLITICAL LIvG

A= Un her interest in politics before 1948, respondent said:

"Oonsidoring thot wy busband woa tho oditor of one of the
leading dailios in Pudapost, and due 4o my anti-liezi attituds,
I was of course greatly interested in politics befora 1048,
liowever; we had no affiliation with my politlcal party. My
ovarall politieal views at that time woro toward » sound So-
eialism patiemed on that of tho Scondinavion states, and ideel
democracy «

"y foalircs atout the Cormumist Party bteforo 1ML wero about

the same as mow. I thawxick thoroughly hated and mistrustod tham.
lowavor, I ruot mention that during the last two yeara of the
Goruan donination in Ihmpoary the Communist Party workad togothar
with a rooistance group in which we nloo participated. Thia
group wma forrod by all the leading Catholic clergy and also

tho Oomrtniot Party leadera. Tho aim of the asscointion was to
deotroy lazlem. At that $ime, whon we wero woridnr together with
theas poople toward thy destruction of Hesiem in 2uropas nobody
thougi:t thnt Rusoia would be rowarded with -astern urops for hor
part In World Unr IT. Aftor all, Rusoia 444 not win tho war
nﬂaiiuﬂ. Gormony alone; boouuse 1t was with leotern holp that she
did.

B, "On the Sooramist Party froo 1946, I ocan anly say that the
Party wms led by importod Jorruniote wiho were tralned by loscow
and who hold Eunzorisn os woll as fusolan aitizenahip. Thono oen
dore dont to liumgary with the intenticn of rebullding a Ceeramist
Party. OF those who jolned the Domuniat Party, vore than half
were ihe prolotarions whe didn't have the slightest iden about
politicel matters and whe only expootad that the Jonramist regima
would holp them ooonomically. The othor pPortion of the people
¥ho Jolned ths Jorrunint Party wem, as I mentioned tofore; the
Jewg. Tho percentago of Jows In the Jormumiod Party wan very
Fgh because the Jeowa wore sooldnp materinl gaina, and not Le=
citide thoy wore oo camplotely convinced of the benefits of Com—
tanismn.

"I alwaya wantod to mwet an intelligent Jommmist Party ocenmler
booause it would have boan interasting to discuss with him quite
A nucher of quontions. Iowswer, I nover suscsceded in deing sc.

“The ottitudos of tho Party racbers toward ihe Party have under—
gono proot changeo = nlways dscording to the tices and the poli-~
tical trundo. In tho boginning, tho oo jorll: of Corrunist Fordy
motbore vers oxpooting sonsthing from tho Party. In the oourse
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of tima, howover, when they saw for themselves that the Pnriy
was not fulfilling ite preoises, they turned against the Party.

KThare wore nlsc a mmber of Cempumist Party mombers = and these
wore tho really valusble rombers of the Party - who were the
former Soolal Detoarats. They wore by no mouns Oomrunist, but
at the time vhan the Camxiniet regime sinmply merped the Social
Demeoratio Farty with the Commmist Party, they beozme Jommumiet
Party pembors., Jolbng volenn.

1T would lile to point out, however, that I do not accept that
there was a ocowpulsion 40 booome a Sommist Farty wember. IT
you decided thot you would not get ahead under tho coprund st ro~
gime nnd you have to work, whntover work you received, you were
not oblired to join the Communiet Party. Of course, many pecple
did o bocouse thoy wonted to lmop their jobs, thoy tried to
mnjte oome sort of compromice - that sort of ccopulelom, I adedd,
did exist. Sut that you were throctemed 4o tecomo ¢ Corrmmist
Party membor - that never existed in lumpgary. If you hod an
ideal, and if you wanted to liva up %o that ideal, und if you had
& strong enough oharncter -~ then you were certainly not obliged
to becoma a Farty panmbole

%9he policies of the Jemmmist Party were undergoing chongs all
the time. It alweys depended on what ordsrs loscow hod lssued,
and those ordors came in complimnce with the forel/m, pollitical,
and scomoric situations in the catellite natlons ond tlo ontire
world.

"I an sure that thore wore differences within the Prriy. 1 hove
baard of these quits by chance. At first there was tha Rajl: casae,
and thon there was 1955 whon Prime Einisbter lagy toak ovar.

Thore always hns been & rift botweon nationel Jommunimn and Hoocow-
diotontod Oo—munism, and this rift still persicts. Also, I haw
hoard of o proving anti-Senitio fooling within the Joarwmmist Par-
ty+ Thesa facts, of oourse, are nover publicized very wmuch, tut

1 hove honrd theoe foots through one of my sone-in-law who was
friondly with a Jomrmniot Party seoretary. Alce it happenod some~
timen that you pot some grapevine information at the hairdroaser's,
who did tho hoir of tho wifo of ope of the top Jommmiets. Thia
wife wvus oxiremely stupld and slippod up a couple of times and
rove out dnforpation.

"1 deo not know anything about Party moralo, but I hove heord that
during the lant yeors many members of the Poriy darad to criticlse
1% qulte stranzly. PFrom 1945 40 1948 tha Forty hadn't yet lLean
s¢ wall organizod.
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In respendent's opinion, tho aims ond motives of the top letders
of the Cormmmaist Farty con be summed up like thip:

"It is vory difficult to fipure out what the aims and notives of
the top Gemunlot Pariy loaders are because thoy ore dopondent
entirely om loscows liot only are thoy depondent, but they cre
mmixxmd geared, too. Llso, I believe thot onoe & porson has
gained a position and ia in power he is very reluctant to give

it up, Of one thing I s quite mure, howover: that is that 4he
top Communist leaders in Hungary are not intersstod inm the wall-
boing of the oountry. I boliovo that thelr main motives are
megnlomania and foor. The overall ain of the Commamioct londorohip
a8 a body in, of ocourse, is tha astablichrent of world Jormmi om ,
and this under the ordsre of losoows Howaver, I don't think that
they will do porsonally anything townrd that aim, and this is
anly a boautiful slogtmessss Which thoy ropent 1ils parrots. Al-
togothar I do not bolieve that there is a convinced Jorrumiot
anong thems An I asdd before, I never mot ona during those 12
yoars.

"Their porgonality is that of a manise - 2 thoroughly will and
evil people, and I do not think that there is one ideslist smeng
them, MAlso there is some difference in thelr characters. TFor in-
stance I beliove that Rewval is a disbolieally evil man. The main
resgon for acting as they do ie fear, I beliwve that they are
more soared of the Commmist regime than I am. Afber all, the
purges which are carried cut in the Commnist Party are a very
gtreng lesson to each of them, It was generally sald, snd bHoe
1isved, thnt Fakosi was the only one smong the Comnmmist leaders
in Hmpary who tried to promote Hungarian interests snd stood up
for the Hungsrian people. MAleo, he wza the only one who did suc-
eeed in enforcing Communlsm in Hungary, and t = moment he vas dise
missed ths wiole pflitical structurs collspsed. Even he was purgsd
from the scens, Therefore, I bellieve, as I bave repeatedly said,
that the top leaders are scared to death and fear their own lives,

"I am not quite clea~ to W at extent Fajk was trying to imitate
Hio's methods, but after all, he was a Commmist too.

"here is certainly a great difference between the motives of the
rank and flle manbership and that of the leadsrship, becaush a
rank snd file mwember is leoking after only his owm little petty
interests mnd he wante to provs his valus to the next one sbove
nimg this in turn to the next one agaln, and su on it goes til the
very teps. The top people, on the other hand, have to prove their
own value to “escow.

"ihen Hungary is independent, if over, I would gsemd the top Hune
garien Conmmists to a forced labor camp. I believe that even
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working in the sugar beet fialds or the rice paddies would be too
good for thenm,

C. "The opposition to the Communist government beforo the revo-
lution wee passive reaslstance almost entirely, We conldn't de
anything else because of the extremely heavy penalties snd tor-
rific oppression. However, the feeling and the spirit of pasaive
registance prevailed in all soclal classes, sspecially smone the
workers snd the peasenfyry. I have heard of many slow-downs in
factories and also of wilful demage, for instance, of machinery.
1he peassnte sabatoged the surrender of their goods, and also
people oftem did not report carrectly how mich they were

and how mueh the harvest wns, etc, Nobody cculd talk of such op-
poslition bebayior bscanse immediately the government olamped dowm
on anything of wiich they were aware, It was not effective, of
course, (the resistance) but pecple were glad to show even that
mish of their spite towerd the regime. Opposition behavier of any
kind was kind of eontagious, because il it was known that some
alow-down hgppened in one of the plants, then immediately throe or
four othere took place.™

On the activities of the intellectuals, respondent sailds

"I had glready heard about the Petefi Cirele at that very important
and famous mesting in the fall. The next day the whole city was
talldng about it, and I imow that this meeting was sttended by
several Commumnlst Party blgwigs, and glso by some Russian rspre-
sentatives. The Literary lagasine also started to publish very
courageous artielse and, due to thin, the paper wams alwayse scld
out on black market and handad dovm from band to hand. 'There was
also mother newespaper edited by Soldizsar. This was a Honday
paper, & weekly called Hetfolbirlmp., I wuld like tc mentien that
on Ootober 21 in the evening thare was such a crowd on the Sgenator
that it was hardly possible to got across the square., These people
were all welting where the paper came off the press.

"he intellectual ferment wma going on even bafore the Petofi meet-
ings because we heard such things sss an artiele smppearad in one
of the papers, that one of the wdversity professors talked flore
freely to the students end let them hold meotings, that every of-
fice usually they held gome kind of mesting after the meetings of
the Petofl Cirele. An order was issued to the Commnist Party
delngate in the offices through the gensral manager that &1l thet
had happened at the Petofl meetings should be commendod on .
Now here T woild 1like to mention samething shich I have hesrd and
I believe 1t does make some senpe., I have heard that the Communist
Perty Inmtigated the revolution, but they, of courge, didn't believe
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that it would get out of hend. The Soviet Union wanted to strengthe
en its Furepean military foree, mnd thay tried to find a resson

for which they could send their trcops to Rwrope. They wanted to
deal effegtivaly with the lear Fast without interference from the
Western world, 'Therefore, they were putting what we call & horps
under the intellsctuals and the writers and the avthors who were
8ll Communist Pariy memberg, and they emcourased them to eriticize
the eystem and the whole Comminist ideclogy. Whether or not this
is really true, I am afraid only history w.ll discover, smd this
may be only & hundred yvears hence.

"Returning to the intellectuals, I do not think that they had
anything new to say, it wae more or less the ideas of everybedy
that they trled to put on paper. 0On the cther hand, I mm eanvinced
thet wl thout the meetings of the Petofi Circle the Hungarisn revo-
lution would never have started. I am also really at a loss as to
what to think of these intellectuals who staried the revolution
because in general they were the pet childrem of the regime and
they had no reasen whatsoever to revelt against i1t, Then toe,
these propls had no reason to wish back the past either, Therefors,
the only reason why they turned sgainst the Commmist regime in
Mungary must be that dsdy they wanted a kind of national Communism, "



T, THE AFPARATUS OF FOWER

A. When aslred about the Fungarim Secret Police, the AVH, re-
spondent said:

"Ae far as I lmow, we could divide the AVH fores into three dif-
ferent categories - first of all there were the leaders, then
there were the plainclothesmmen, and finally, the uniformed police
or militia.

"The uniformed militia part of the AVH was the only soctien that
I would sey was innocent, in a wey, becsuss they were the young
boys who were drafted for military service and were just eseigned
to the AVH militia force. These pesple were not werse than any

of the regulsr police.

"The plainclothesmen, on the cher hand, wore the extremely dan-
gerous section of the AVH. They were 'built-in' into every of-
fice and every ministry, end wnfortmately thers were even a
eouple of them in the social societies. I really cannot tall
how the AVH kept these pecple undor their thumb - probably they
fegred reprizals agelnst thelr families or they had some other
heold on them. Decidsdly these people must have worked under tere
rific moral terror, I belisve.

"ihe top lsaders of the AVH were and the majority
of the top officials were alse Jews. Scme ol the former
Party pecple, in order to 'be on the safe gide! have also Joliec
the AVH, but only far the purpose of saving thair skins,

"As to our personsl experiences with the AVH, I could tell you books
Mbout it, My husband was impriscned in comeection with the Mindsszen-
%y trdal and he died in prison due to 1lletreatment, I mypalf wos
interrogated in 1949 in connecticn with the same Mindszenty trial
and then I wes again et the AVH in 1955. At that time I wes ac-
oused of tiking part in Industrial syping. This was stricily an
interrogation. 1 was net 111-trested or tortured, tut they just
tried o tire me out by a ceaseless interrogation, day and night,
vithout any sleep. Alao there was a very strong floodlight that
acted against me which they alwaye use vhen interrogating peapla,

"We also wore deported for two yesrs into the provinces - my whole
family, probebly for this wery same reszen.

"I do not mow of any AVH men who wanted to leave the AVH ar suffersd



g

2/XIT

§ anyway I'm sure it would have been impossible. Sueh a
person might have died aceidently, for that matter, before he was
gble to leave the AVH.

"If and when Jungary is independent, I would zlve the top AVE
pecple and the others who tock part in tarturing people the same
treatment they gave to their vietims, tut I wuld not hesitate te
give them s desth sentonce a2t all.

Comparing the regular police to the AVIl, respondent said:

|

"The reguler police were quite decent in a way, but ther were
peared of each other, so they had to be decent with the pecple
when they wvere alones and individudlly. Of cowrse, they had what
they had shat they called & political section and this was headed
by a political officer o was a mamber of the AVH.

"The regular police force was, of course, extremely badly treined
durdng the Cormnist regime,

"Also, there was a great difference in the regular police force as
compared te the prewar police force. They never had in Hungary

any policewomen, Now they have taken them on, snd they are trained
like men. They had to go to target-shooting practice, ete, of
courseé the regime tried to indoctrinate them with the Communist doeo-
trine, and therefore tliese pecple who fundamentally rejected the
Commuinist docirines were serving only seort of half-heartedly. Thay
were glso very badly paid, so I do not lknmow of any cases, but I
could imapine that they could easily bs cerrupted with bribss.

"The Communist regims kept sllent about the major crimes so that we
ware never inlarmed 1T any sueh thing heppened and therefars, I can-
not tell vhether they are competent or not.

"Buring the revelution, I heard fyrom my son and wy two sona-in=law,
gll three of whom toeck an scidve part in the revelutieon, the police
submitted their arms to the Hunparien youth, Unfertunstely these
armg were not vexry good, They hadn't been issued sny better, 'The
fact that the AVH police changed inte the regular police's clothes
during the revolution shows that they mew that the Hun-
garlan Freedon Fighters wouldn't hurt the regular police becsuase
of their pre-revoluticnary attitude. However, luckily some cf
those AVH peocple fargot to change their shoes, snd since the AVH

unifern was Equ:lpﬁud with tan boots the Freedom Plghters immedizte-
1y kmew what man had changed into the garb of the repular police by

locking at thase boots.
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(n the Hungarian courts before 1945, Respondsnt said:

“The Bungarien courts were always mown for their integrity and
for giving sentences whlch w=re absolutely just, and everybody
before a Hungarian court got fair treatment.

"I cannot say this, of course, sbout the People's Courts thet were
active between md 1947, My husband was tried by 2 Pecple's
Court. There the judges were unqualified and uneducated people
ehe had no idoa about lsgal matters at all, Also, they wers filled
with hatred and revenge ageinet cur class. The People's Courts
trisd only political caeses, but they made a political case out of
even simple economic cases.

"Regerding the sc-called wer criminels, I do not believe that all
of them were actuslly guilty. There ie no reason to put & man e
death beceuse his country bes lost & war, and surely the People's
Courts could not pass sentence on cases like that, The Allied
courts in COermany, of ccourse, were quite different - these were
falyr, Therefare, I believe that the People's Court sentences of
war erimingls were not just because a complstely ungquelified person
canmot pass spentance - or &t legst should not be allowed to do so.
Basldas it's very diffieuli to specify of what an s2lleged war crime
inal is guilty besause, after 211, an officer of any erny (for in-
gtanoe) has to obey arders, and it is not essy to draw a line as
to where he ought to stop,.”

O, When asiced whether or not Hungardan feelings abeut the Russian
Army are due to the events of 1848, respondent esaid:

"Well, tais is just danm stupid. It was only due to the 194l-LE
behavior of the Russian troops, They behaved at that time like
uneiviiized-not even people but-snimale, reping and drinking, ete.

"Before the Fussians came into Hungsry, we were expecting them to
leave as scon ag the peace treaty was eigned, that is as soon as
the Cormane wore chased out of the counitry. The experiences we
had with the fussian Army, thenk you, were pretty bad. They were
tilleted at our summer howe st Leanyfalu., We worked for them we
waited on them, and they were robbing us of everything we had,

"My attitude toward the Fussian Army has changed in a way, because
during the revolution I realized that they are just animals and
they earmct help being that uneducasted and uncultured as thsy are.
They are just animals, that's zll.

"Befora the revolution we could not lsarm very much about the Rua-
slan occupation troops becsuse they were not allowed to fraternize,
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md bezides, the Hungarisng did not like to be in touch with thea
either. They were all billeted in separate willas, ote. They had
their own PX for shopping, and so nobedy had much opportunity to
get in touch with them,

"I can, howover, say thl:algnqu Bussisn troops that were stationed
In Bungary for & longer refused to fight against the Freodom
Fighters, and I have heard of many who even fought with the Fm-
garimn Freedom Fightera, These, of coirge, were considered un-
reliable md were exchanged for new troops which were Mongolians
mogtly. My scn told me that some of the wounded Russian seldiers
were imploring the nurses snd dectors in the hospitals not to tell
ot tiem beemuse they were poared of their cen officers.

"On the other hand, I have heard of several cases whers the Russian
troope, of course the new ones; fired on ecivilians who were queued
wp in front of food stares.™

E«  "There certainly were some pecple who were willing to forget the
rules ard help people in trouble. Thess, however, wers mostly minor
govermment offielals and they could only help in very amell ways.
iheas pecple verse Communist Party members, but only for the sake

of their jobe, and were willing to help paople nimwmsvar wherover
and whemevar they could., I'm sure that those mincr officials were
opem to tribes because they were so poorly pald.” '

"Comections through the Conmmunist Party lines were of course ime
posalbls for psople of owr kind becguse we had none., As far as T
heard, you eculd, however, bribe people at the housing conmittes
and the what they called 'eouneils!, which wers a kind of town
halls (as compared to the eivie organisations hera), and vhera the
nen=political administrative cases were hald., Tt was, however, im-
pﬂn!.rlibla to bribe mnybody at the ATH &= at least I never hepard of
iti

G, When asked sbout the efficiency and competence of the various
groupe and pecpls who hold power in Communist Hungery, respondent
said:

"Hegarding the efficieney of the secret police, I think that this
has improved because they were training thelr pecple. T do not
know anything, however, on the Hungarisn army leadership, nor on
the Hussian army leadership. Regazrding the buxgaueracy, publie
administrations, etc. - here sgaln they tried te trein the younger
pecple md those people who were willing te cooperats, but they
did not have & large encugn staff vet."
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ITII. ASSEUSMENT OF FUTURE PROSPECTS FOR HUNCARY

A. "hat probably will happen in Fungery in the future, and also
in Eastern Burcope as well, will alweys depend on world policy and
the Russien sttitude. I am hoping that every 'ism' sooner or later
will pass its culmination snd is on the dowmgrade.

"However, I am convinced that ae long es ths Fussian trocps stay
in Hungary no changs wlll be possible. Ibooccoooancuoooosineiugctiae

"Eadar's asotiona do not reflect his own ettitude either, He doemn't
o enything of his omn will, and he is a puppet of Moscow only.

"Regarding the gttitode of the West, 1 do net believe that the
Allied powers will do enything by force. The only way they could
do scmething, ami prebably they will try, is on the diplomatio
level or with active economic help, Mmybe the situstion will
arise that the Fussians will need something badly and then maybe
they will let Hungary have a Poland-like golution. This is the
most I am hoping for now.

"Regarding the means vhereby the satellite nationa' problema ecould
be solved, I really am at & loes. Fverybody is afraid of war, and
besides the Russians schieve evervihing without war -- at lsast
they have so Tar. Mso, since during the Hhugarian reveluticn,
when there was an opportunity to do something --without a war

(I must stress this because it wouldn't have come to B War) ==
nothing was dooa, and why sould the West do something now after
this opportunity bas passed. MAlsp, like everybody else, I am
convinced tha® ginco the United Hatlons! ssoctions were ineffective
last Tall, there ars no such msann by which Russiz could be forcsed
to cbey. I do not imagine, either, that any internal chengss could
coour in Russia which would lead to a settlesment in Essatern Europe,"”

Bs "During the last eight or ten years while in Hungary we just

couldn't think anything abeut the peassible prospects of ocur coun-
try. We only had the hope that at some time it must end becsuse
we were comvinced that the whole econcmic system in the gpatellite
countries gnd Rugeia itself must crumble. This was our only hope

during the long 12 years."




XIV.  SOCIAL, POLITICAL, AND BOOWOMIC YDEOLOGE

A. "I would like to see in umgary a true ad real democratis
syatem along the lines of, for example, the Scandinavian democ-
racles."

B« Regarding the desired econcmic system, respondent said:

"I flrmly believe that Hungary must put an emphasis on agriculture.
After =11, Hungery has always been end geogrephically is en asri-
cultural country. I believs that some emphasia can also be put on
ight indusiry, btut not heavy industry which has been boosted for-
cibly. Hungary dees not have any raw materiels that justify large-
scale heavy industry. T believe that in the field of light indus-
try consumers' goods should be emphasized, for instance shoes,
clothing, ete. These could alsc be produced for export because
the Hungarian shees, drosses, ete. were slways well-known before
the war. Also, there is one very important item at which Hungary
wag extremely good in producing, and tiis should be emphasised toog
that is the production of preeision instruments,”®

When asked what should be done with the natiomal enterprises if I
the Conmmist regime were overthrowm in Fungary, respondent said: !

"Mhis i3 an extremsly tricky problem, and we shall need a couple
of very smart econcmiszts who ean figure out amd how snd by what
moana pecple can be compensated and the whole system reverted to
& private econcny.

"T believe that the state farms should be kept up under a very
sound and competent management. Toe only thing of importance, to
my mind, is th=t the people should be better pald on thoss state
farms - then there won't be any trouble, The caucases should be,
on the other hend, dissolved; however, some of them could be kept
up on a completely voluntary basis, "

“As to the role of the goverrment in the economic system of an ine
dependent Hungery, I belisve that the heavy industry should remain
in state handg, as well as the railways, electrical works, water
works, telephone, ete. shich should be given to city management as
it was befare the war, The power stations sgein are mnother ques-
tien Lecause they should be dependent on the problen of what is
going to happen to the hegvy industry, and shich part of them is
going to be handed back to private persons end which remalne in
the hands of the state. I do not think thet it would be easy fo
give back the kmsmwmy heavy industry to private owmership, and
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that's vhy I believe it should remsin in the hands of the state.
However, private enterprise should also be given a chance in this
field.

nthe governmont's role in agrimliture should mainly consist in
keeping up the tractor stations and the stations for agricultural
machinery so as to assist the small farmers. The state should
also keep up sxperiment stations in the agricultural field as well
a8 livestock breeding, On the whole, the state should alwsys play
a guiding end directing role in agriculture,

"T belisve that the govermment should put & 1imit on the amount of
land any private person may own, and I think that a small estate
of 100 to 200 scres would be the idesl sise, I do not think that
the huge estates of several tens of thousands zcres should be ro=-
turned to private ownership because then the differences would
.t.iﬁ be teoo bigz.

When ssked which kind of government she would like to see in mn
independent Hungary, respondent said:

"I would 1like to see the first one because in a politically fres
eountry eévorybody can get a job and so would I,V

"Regarding the outlawing of the Commnist Party in an independent
Hungary, Uod ferbid. Why should they be mede martyrs? They ought
to try to keep up their membership and thelr party becsuse they
would not succeesd anyway. Besides, an underpground mevement is
slwsys very pleasing and 1s much too dangerous.

C. FRespondent's answer to the position she would want Hungary to
have ideally was as follows:

"Ity dream has always been a United Seates of Eurcope and within
this, an independent Hungary.

"T would be willing, maybe, to have Hungary have cultural rela-
tions with the Soviet Unlon, but only in the scientific field
antd alse for music and theater. I would not want to have Hune
gary have any military allisnces with anybedy, I would prefer
her to have sconomic connections, and strong omes, with all the
rest of the world exeept Fussiaj end the same stends for oul-
tural relations which shonld be fostered.

"af gourse I heve heard a great deal sbout the federation of
Dariubia states and this wes & much discussad tople in Hungary.
Neverthaless, I still prefer the United States of Emrope selutien
because in & federation of the Denubis states Fungary would mest
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with teo mush antagonism., PBesides, the Tnited States of

would have more backing. Within the Dmublan federation teo
nations of Slav origin would take part, and that is to the disad-
vantnge of Hungery. Therefmre, I do not believe that a Dsnubign
federation is very likely and I still prefer the Unitad States of
Europe to my other solutlon,

"Hungary's present boundaries are unscceptsble to me because too
many Hungariens are living outside the Hunmarian berder. Within
a United Bgates of Furcpe this problem could 2lso be solved by an
international settlement so that those territeriss that are pepu-
lated mostly by Hungerisns should be returned to Hungary. Alse I
believe that the idsa of a plebescite is good. I do not sdvecete
any exchange of population. We have alresdy seen in the psst how
poorly this works. This problem on the wheols is very important
for me and I heve zlways been werried about the fate of Hungerisn
minorities outside the mother country.
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I got from tha newspaper man was moetly reliable. The other, of
couree, was infiltrated with a lot of wishful dreaming. I also

was sble to figure out 2 great deal of news by plain deduction =
whatever happaned in the other sstellite nations sooner or later

would happen in Hungary alsoc.
D, Respondeni's reading hebits.

"Bafore and diring the war, of course, I read all the leading Hune
garian dailles; and before the war and during the war even, I mmn
&ble recelve always the MNeus Zuricher Zeitung. Among the magasines,
the Ceographical Magawine whieh I liked best] and emeng books I can
say that I have read the literature of all civilised natioms, more
or less, and moatly in the orlginal language. In Hungarian I read
glmoet only political becks, I read very little ficticon.

"Daring the war the Hungarian press was more or less under the in-
fluence of the Germans, with the exceptions of the Nemmeti Ujsag,
Magyar Hemgzet, and Nyolecorsi Uisag.

"As to vhat I have read during the last eight to ten years in Hun-
gary, the only paper I read was the Magyar ¥emzet. I have also
read the Spabad Nep, however, end this for information purposes.

I was able to read between the lines alwaym. T siso read the of-
ficial Hungarian Cazette, end tiis was important becouse I weorked
in the patent office, and I had to know about the new official

"0n the whole I can say thet 1 did not place my trust in the news-
papers becasuso everything, even the news sbout thester, etec. wae
elwoays slanted, For me, hewever, it was easy to read betwesn the
1ines -~ after all I have gpent my whole 1ife among newspaper
people, Thers is one thing T would like to point cut. FEven the
unedueated elass In Fungary dld not believe what the Hungarisn
newspapers ge'd,

"Nelther myself nor my family ever resd any publicetions coming
from the USSE or any satellite nations. OF the Yestern publioca-
tionz, it was the Reader's Digest that I was able tc get hold of
aometimes, bul it was very diffioult to get a copy. Of the other
magasines, I pometimes got Vogue frem friends. I have mot read
my illegsl publications; however, of the so-called proscribed
books I was able to get now md then a copy from *friends. These
were mostly American and British suthors which we read in the ori-
ginal, In general the proscribed books that were in private ocumer-
ghip did not have to be given up %o the suthorities. Only the
public libraries were purged. We only had to submit our political

o
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bocks; however our shole private library was taken by the Commundst
regime at the time when my husband was taken prisener. I do not
Imow what othsr pegple did with their books, mut as I =aid, they
vere not compslled to give up fiction in private possession - that
was proseribed that is.




I, EVEWNTE OUTSIDE HUNGARY

A. "I do not belisve that there are eny chances of a change 1lngide
Fussia, The lussian people are too politically immature, and they
den't have anything good to remmiber from old Wmes. Only an econo=
mie eollspse could bring about a change inside fuseia. The Ruasiam
Commnist regime might see that sconar or later they must do some=
thing in order to sppease the pecple, mestly due to the fact that
of the Russians have bean in Furcpe and seen that life is
different there. For the sbove reasons, 1 believe that a change
in Russia ¢an only be brought about gradually.

"I do mot believe that anything good would be the outcome of free
electicns in Russia. The people there do not even know for whom
to vote. They have no ides whatscever that anything ecan exist
other than the previous repime, Flrst of all I beliove that the
Russien people muet be educeted politically and enly then be al~
lowed to vote,

"Ag to the glms and motives of tha top Russian leaders, I believe
their motives are not only Bolshevik ideclogy but also pan-Russian.
Their collective aim, of gourse, is world Communism, but besides
that, Fussian domination of the world md especially of Asla, I
belleve thal the Russian leoders are good Fussian patriots, con-
trary to our iungarian and other satellite Comunist leaders, The
Mssian Conmunists want Fusvia to become the leader and ruler of
the shole werld. I do not believe that the top Russian Communista
have any individual aims because we have sean how anyone sho starts
on his own little roed hes been purged.

"T believe what T have sald sbove explains alse the difference be-
tween the Ruesian and the Hungarian top leaders. T™he Fusslans are
the yulers and the Hungariana are the servile servanis of Rugsia.

B. "Hegarding the relative popularity in Hungary of the other
nationa in Enstern Eurcpe, Poland is most populsr, becanse they
alsp have the guts to stand up to the Fussian regime. Then fol-
lows Yugoslavia, which is quite popmlar alsp because they too
dared to bresk off from the Russians, For Easterm Oermany the
pecple in Hungary are mogtly scrry because they have to live
under Russlan demination. I cannot dafine the popularity of the

others, Bulgaria, Romenia, mnd Crechomlovakia, I only know that
the Czechs are heartily disliked in Hungary. The likes and dis-

likea toward these countrisa are always based on the people be—
cause, after all, the governmenis are jdentical with ours, and
not elected by the people.
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"If free elections were held in these countriss, I believe that
all of them would break awsy from the Scviet Union sand they wanld
prefer to have a free democracy.

"Regarding the living standards in the satellite countries, as far
as I vas told, Czechoslovalcla has the highest standard of liwving,
follmred by fsatern Germary, I think the living standards are
about the same in the cther satelllie nations - Hungary, Peland,
and Romania.

C. On the Polish situation, respendent said:

"I believe that the Gomulka government is a gemuine change, but

vhat he w11 be able to achieve it ageln ancther question, I

think that his policy was =ight, =nd the policy of graduzlism has
proved to be workable, We have seen in Hungary that the other metheod
did not work.loodismgasx As to whether or not he will stay depends
entirely upon what he can achieve economically in his country and

so maintain his popularity.

"The events in Poland, of course, did gffect eventz in Hungary,
but nct before October.

"We heard about the riets and th® trials in Foznan from the forsign
radio. Almo the Hungarisn press conmented on it < that ils, gave
out the news, tut refrained from commenting because they were not
sure what attitude they would be sllowed to take a% that tima.

"Gomyika's attitude was justifiled by events in Hyngary., He achleved
somsthing for his country snd we did not., Therefore I wonuld have
preferred the Hungarian revolution to heve tsken place along the
Polish lines.

D. On Tito, respondent saids

"I do not believe that Tito always regarded his country's interasts
to be the most important ones. T think that he wasannoyed primarily
that S¢alin was the masier, and so iz wanted also to be en the top.
In vhat Rajk felled, Tito has succeeded beczuse he could free his
people and break off from the Soviet Union., HNevertlieless, natlonal
Commpnism o me i# Just se distasteflul as international Commmndam,

"ito's relations with the other satelllite nrtions, Russia, and

the westerm hemisphere aro'slwsys geared to the situation. He is
a very dubicus character aid a fenee sitter. He fully showed hie
character during the Hungarian Revolution when he at first approved
of it, and then in the szecand half of his spesch he condemned it.

B
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v, THE FORMATION OF PUBLIC OPTWION

A. "The Twentlisth Party Congress and Eruschev's speech at this
Congress was widely diseussed by the foareign radlo, nd it was
from these broadeasts that I took my informetion. The Twentieth
Party Congress was intended to declare the loceening of the grip
¢f the Scoviet Unlon over the aatellite naticms in meny ways.

“The Hungariszn press also discuss the Twentleth Party Congress
and this speeck at length, In fact, every office had to csll =
Kind of 5 meeting on this eveni, and poools ware encoursged to
on the addends of this congress. 0On the whele, evem at
time, we thought that from the Russian point of view it
not lead anywhere, bessuse the moment they do lose their
the oppressed people ¥lll always want more and they w1l not
able to be stopped. Of ecourse, ve were very pleased at that
time becausze we were hoping for a 1little bit more freedom.

i

;

o

"Of Senator MeCarthy and his sctivities and of the Un-Americen
Activities Cormitice I have heard, and we were pleesed that finally
in Amerdies. they have reslired the Commmnist dmnpger.

T have hesw of the fall of Peron on the forelpn broadeasts, I
know he wes the dictator of Argentina, and his fall was due to
an sconomic collapae in Argentina.

"About Hakeosgl's private 1ife, on the other hand, ncbody imew any-
thing -- at losat net until the revelution. This was & topic that
war pot discuasad. We didn't even know whether he was married to
that woman who always posed as his wife. It was romored that this
weean was & spy planted on him by Mescow. We only knew after the
revolution that he lived in unbelievable lwaor-y. On the whole I
can sy that the private lives of the top Communists was never
discussed publicly. We didn't even Iohow whether they were merried,
were family m=n, had children or noi, ate,

Bs*"The source from whilch I tock most of my information regarding what
was happening in the rest of the world was mainly the radie, and
the foreign radipo at that. I have always and regulariy listensd
to the forelpgs lenguage breoadcasts of Wastern Oermany and the BEC
and Vienna, and always in Oerman and Engliish,

Ce "Of murse 1 have racelved news by word of mouth from friends

and relieble people; also I had many fricnds among tho journallsts,
Then, one of my sona-in~lsw was friendly with a Commmnist Party man,
and his wife sonetimes Inadvertently gave us some newn. The news
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"I believe that Tito is very populariin Tugealavia, sver since has
fought ageinst the Cermans, end now that he has rejected Soviet
domination of his country too. 4As far as I was told, the living
etandard in Yugoslavia is much better than in Hungary, and tiis
refers also to labor conditions, freedom of expression, ete,”

E. Hespondent's views about the Middle Fast, and specifically
on the Angle-French invasion of Egypt, boiled down to this:

"In my opinion the Anglo-Fremch invasion in Egypt, despite the
fact that 1% did have a most desaptrous effect on events in Hun-
gary, was right because we fglt that sn end must be put at all
costs to the Musslan expansion in the Near East.Regarding the
Israell invasion of Egypt at that time, we thought that it was
the British who inolted Israsl to do so. low, since I have been
in the Unlted States, I reslly carmot form any opinion since I
have heard so meny interpretations of the situation.

“Infortunately, ss I said before, the invasion of Egypt by the
French and British did have an effect on events in Fungary. The
timing was wrong, however, bocause it diverted attention from our
canse,

"Ihe whole situstion in the Mjddle snd Near F2st was provoked by
the Russians -~ of this I am certain. It wes beautifully timed by
the Soviet Union. I am perfectly eomvinced of this - that the
Mussians had their fingers in this pie, snd T am confident mmix
that in the course of histary it will be mroved. Tt was a pra=
maditated action and extremoly well carried out by the Russiang.™

F. On Weatern Oermany, respondent saids

"Ap far as I was informed, the living standard in Wastern Cermany
is the highest possible one in all Furcpe.

"I do not believe that the Germans are dangercus because they
might start a new war. The cnly war the Oermans would start is
war ggainst the Russlans, but I'm sure that even in this case it
wouldn't be the Oermans who would start 1t. They certainly will
not attack == at least as long as Adenauver lives surely not,

"German rearmament is extremely necessary, and must go on as mugh
a8 possible, bscause even ncwthe only power the Russians respect
and fear Is German militery might. They are not afreid of Anorica
but they certainly are scarcd by the Cermans. Regarding the length
of service in the West Uermsn army, T haven't zot any idea how long
it is."




MA L/XvY

When I asked respondent to compere the occupation of Hungary by
the Cerman army during World War II with the occcupation of the
FBussian army, she said:

"The only difference I can point eut is that the German oeCupR-
tion was short~-lived, end the Russian occupation lasted and is
still lasting. Also, the O:rman troops wers after all Puropeans,
the Fussians were barberic Asi=mns. To me personally, the occupa-
tion armies of both countries were equally distasteful. On the
other hand, the German army was the better disciplined by all
means, officers and enlisted men slike. The most umpopular ococu-
pation foree in Hungary was, of colirse, the Russian one.”

G. Waen aslwd about NATO, respondent said:

"Yes, I know cbout NATO, and T know its prpose, It is a very
important defenee alliance against commnism. If I were to com-
psre it to the Warsaw Pact, I would say that the Warsaw Pact was
not set wp for any defense purpoees. The Fussians hgve foresd
the patellite nations to joln the Warsew agrecment becsuse after
the Rustrian Peace Treaty they hed to withdraw thelr farces from
Austria, so they wanted to Tind some pretext to keep troops in
Eagtern Burcpe. 'herefore, they mads 211 setellite nations Jodn
the Yarsaw agreement. )

"To my mind the British Labor Party is not faverable to Commundam,
Havertheless, I still prefer the good olé Teries.

"Regarding the living standards in the Western Henilsphere, I be-
lieve that Western ermany has the highast 1iving standard at
present. Jeccnd is Great Britain, followed by Italy. About the
others, I really do not know.

H. Respondent gave the following snswer to the question, what sur-
prised her particularly about America during her first few months
here:

"It was the terrific dimensicong of everything here in the United
States which siruck me most. Then I found this city to be ex-
tremely dirty snd terribly noisy.r

Regarding what the U.5. should do now for the people snd natione
of Eastern Furope, respondent had ths feollowing answers:

"I believe that as many subversive people as possible should be

sent to the satellite nations so as to keep up in the pecpls
there their spirit of resistance. I do not think that the U.5.
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Covernment should give my economic assistance to Hungary. The
present policy of the United States 1s altogether toc naive and
too cautious. They still don't reslise the dsnger of Russian
domination and expansion. ey alweys negotiazte with the Russians
and deel with them as if they were members of the sare elub and
gentlamen, However, I would not tresk off diplomatic relstions
with the Kadar governmenty i I were the United Statss Gevernment
I would procrastinate and try to keep up the present situation.

I would not bresk off the relationship, but neot accept %x or ac-
knowledge the Hungarian Kedm Government.

"Pegple in Hungary will certainly see Vestern visiters with
great pleasure - all kinde of them for that metter, but of
eourse in the pressnt situation over there nctody would dare te
get in Youch with them, so T don't know whether they could get
very valuable information, %oat I would tell thome visitors is
fhat they should try to get in tonch with private people because
that's the onl> way to find out the real situstion. But, as I
sald before, it is extremely unlikely thet they would find mny-
body right now who would be willing to risk his life.

"Ihe situation is the same i th regard to litersturs to be sent
to Hungary - it would be much too dangercus now. Therefore, my
idea 15 to send all sorts of Western publications to large of fices,
for instance, beceuse after all they cannot lock up the whole of-
fice: It is ax their headache to fizure out what to do with these
piublicatdion once they are there. Tt may be that a few will seep
through snd get into the hands of the othors. Certalnly T would
not heve mything sent to individuals because it would be too
dangerous, and therefore I think it would greatly matter to poople
whether or nol emigres here are involved in these activities. It
would certainly not be to their advantage.

On the Marshall Plan and its purposes, respondent saldj

"Yes, I know the Marshall Plan was launched to give economic aid
to the war-damaged Puropesn countries, and it had wonderful, won-
derful results, in fact. Hungary's government was told by the
Soviet Union not to acecept this Marshall Plan aid, and
it wes quite goed, because it would then have delayed the economic
erisis in Aungary shich 1a the only hepe for us to get another
chance to become free. The sims of the United States were, of
course, very far-reaching., If was partly to halp these Western
and FEastern Furopean nationz, but of course it was alse in the
interest of the Mmerican state. They had their own politicsl pur-
poses, of course, but basleslly and in the beginning it was real-
1y fsoesmmsisiamd for cconcmle reasons they heve "
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But, after all, an econcmically sound country is always the best
bulward againast Communism.

VRegarding why America became involved in the Ecgresn War in 1950,
T really cennot sayp because at that time we never understcod the
reasons. I believe it might have been that the United Sqates
might have wated to try out war and the new wespons, and also
how World Commnism reacts to war:. All I can say 1s that we were
nwurquitaauﬂinHmutryltthatthhumthuwnr
and why, snd slso why America, in the snd, did not use the H~bomb.

I, On the United Natioms, respondent sald the following:

"0of oourse, the United Nations could have affected tha situation
in Hungary during the lsst month of 1986 by having our beloved
friend, Sgoretary Hammerskjold, board a plane and go to Hungary.
He, however, is really & cowardly swine (I must use this strong
word)}, 'The United Nations Charter somehow, on the other hand,

is completely outdated, The United WNations was primarily formed
to be a bulwerk against the Germans, snd the charter therefore is
now completely outdated, 'The main enemy now ia Puasias, and under
the presently prevailing charter - due to the veto ¥maxkt right -
the United Nations cannot achieve anything, Therefore, I am dead
certain that this United Nations with the present charter will
and vi th the use of the velo richts as they are now wlll never be
able to do snything effective for Hungary.
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A, V¥hen asked who, in her opinicn, is the greatest 1iving Fune
garian, respondent said:

"Infortunately, I cannot name mycne who could be called politi-
cally the greatest living Hungarian. I do not think you are ine
terested in persons in any other fields.

B. On important personalities, respendent =ald:

Imre Negy - " I am not prejudiced by the opinien of his followers
who swore by him, but I do believe that at that time
He was the enly possible person who could have taken
over."

Cardinal Mindszenty - "He is a martyr, and he should remain one.
But he should by no means be miked up in politics,
As & man and a priest, I think he ie wonderful, but
he is abgolutely spolitical and not a dipiomats and
I am sure that if he would assume a political role
he would lese his popularity. I am referring to his
speech on Nov. 3 which did him a great dsal of harm."®

Vaselo fajk - "To my mind, he is a Cemmmnist, whether a national-
ist or an internetionalist,”

M. Gero - "He is a beast. He is a shrewd Jew and pro=-Russian,
Besides, I have heerd that he has an incursble illnees,
probably cancer,"

Janos Kadar - "This man has been so much tertured by the Communists
and the Russisns that he has no ¥l llpower st all, esnd
he has no charactar either, He is 2 coward. I de not
think that he iz an all-cut Communist. He just is a
puppet in the hands of the Sovista. I wmld reaslly
like to now with what they are terrorising him.
Therefore, I would not pass judgment on him before T

+ We are not gore swhat is behind all
this, The cther puppets around him, Munich, Marosan,
and Revai, etc. are much than Kedar."

Ueneral Bela Kirsly = "I do not know anything. T had enly second-
hand gossip. This man is an enigme to me.”
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Anna Xethaly - "She was a very popular persen whils in Hungary,
She was a very honest and decent politician - g
8oclal Demperat. ¥Yere Charles Payer allve, these
two would mako a wonderful team. Unfortunately, Miss
Kethaly is neither young enough nor intelligent enough
to carry on alone.”

Eisenhower -"I believe that President Fisenhower was absclutely
Justified in his budget. This we know much better than
the American people here, and we sincerely hope that
he will be able to stay in office for the shole term.

Hemmarskjold - "I can only repest what I sald becsuse I thoroughly
despise him for having been such a coward and not hav-
ing gone to Hungary during the Fungarian Revolution.

I glgo believa that he ks what we call a ‘drawing-room
Communist.' I only wish he would have to live in a
Comminiat deminated country - I am sure he would feel
ﬁiﬂﬂrﬂ'ﬂﬂj then. *

Dulies - "I think he i= &n old fool."
Bden - "I am terribly scrry for him."
Trunen - "I simply have no opinion eibdkdex about him,"

Mikoyan - "I simply hold no cpinion sbcut him. On the whole,
these Russian statesmen (1f you wish to cgll tham
that), or rather politicians, play only epigons and
are smell, 1ittle cog-wheels in a huge machine."

Nehri = "He is a very shrewd politician, He would like to be
ruler of the whole of Asia., He likee Lo use thage
Blogans sbout all freedoms, but in the question of Kesh-
mir, for instance, he still doean't dare to put his
feot down., He is afraid of the Russians,"

Chiang Kai-Shek - "He 1s only a figure-head who has to be kept,
by all means, for political purposes.”

Ferenc Negy - "I would rether not telk of him. I despiss him."

Roosevelt - "He sold cut the whole of Fastern Furope, together
with Elmga:ryﬁttn the Russlsns, end therefore we cer-

tainly hate him."

Adenauer - "He is the greatest living stetesman of this century."
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Spalin - "Qf egurse, we cannot find enough words to des-
cribe his metheds end his vileness. On the other
band, in all feirness, from the peint of view of the
Russian country {not even pacple) he isthe greateat.
After he died the whole big machinery speoms to have
collspased. It ip, of course, quite another thing to
disouss the means he used to achieve today's Russilaj
but he certainly made the Scoviet Uniom ths gresteat
power at prepent. Everybody hers in the United Sgates,
even Frealdent Zigenhower, 1s afreid of Russla,"

Malsnkov - "To me he is just another Russian,"

Franco = "I can only say that I am not interested at all in dicta-
ters, therefore T am not interested in him,"

Aneurin Bevan - "He 15 2 bi: men in the Eritish Labor Party. I
have heard abouf him and also I heard his spesch over
tlhie radio once.”

Ehrughchev - "He iz the game sort of epigon as all other
Bussi sn statesmen, "

Tito and Peron - "I have said all that I could before."

Molotov = "He is the best qualified diplomet of the Soviet Union.
"He is the most dangerous one because he has brains

and ip extremely amart.”

0llenhauey -~ "The Germen Soclalist bipwig. In my opinion he will
surely back Adenauer in gensral and big questians.
Ollenhaver is mainly aad first of all a trus Germsn,
and only after that a Sociazl Democorat, vhich, to my
mind, is a very good combination.®

Churchill - "He is one of the greatest living stateomen of this
century. He alwaye thinks 1n long terma, and aheand
abcut ten yoars. I believe he should be consulted
and listened to mare oftem.”

st s it i

g
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IVIII. ATTITUDES TOWARD EXILES AND EXTLE ACTIVITIES

A. Vhen asked to specify people who fled Hungary during the Oc-
tobar revolution, respondent sald:

*First of all T believe the majorily of people who left Hungary
were from the border counties, then the others came mainly from
Budapest. They had different reesons for leaving. The Jews were
afraid that enti-Semitism would bresk out. The Commnists were
scared because they thought in the beginnin: was lost for them -
that the revolutlionaries had won. Then there wore a few adven-
turers who thought this was & good occasion to coceve., 'Then also
there wers quite 2 few who, for some time, would have liked to
leave Hungary, but were unable to do 20. Oply a2t the very end
did those go out who fought and who feared for their lives and
feared the reprivals the Communist government would bring sgainst
them. These were mostly young people uho took an active part in
the revelution, I think that they belong to all seeinl classes,
but the biggeat number ameng them was of the Intellesectual class.
However, I heve seon during the last 12 years that all social
¢laspges were equally affected and pergecuted oy the Commmnists
the moment the individual was ageinst the regiwn, T think, there-
fore, that the refugess were of gll dfferent social classes =
excspt maybe the peasmitry. Very few peasants came out of Hune
gary.

"Those who stayed behind did go mainly for femily reasons. Also
there were quite a number sho were afraid to sisrt a naw 1ife
under unknown circumstancesy but the majority of those who stayed
behind felt it was thelr duty to remain at heme., This I have seen
in my own family. A coneln of mine who was an ongineer chose to
remain with the workers who idolised him, and he said it wes his
duty to remain with them. I can tell you that I do adwire and re-
spect these pecple highly for having remained in Hungary. I am
parfectly sure that pecople at home who have left Hunpary sxcept
these who fled their homeland because they had teo in ordsr to assve
thair lives. Asouming that people had & chance now to come to the
Weat, I do not know that many more than have alraady come would
come out.

B, When asked about Hungarlan exlle groups and Individuale who

wereé active in the West during the last ten years, respondsnt
said:

"f course I havo heard and know of almost all the leading
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ian politicisms who were here in the West. Of organisations
I have heard of the Hungarian Nationsl Council. I knew that they
cam® out for politicel reasons and they were active here in the
hope of being helpful regarding the PRungarian cause. We have heard
about their activitiss mainly from the Western radic brosdcasts.
I think that all people whe came out before the revolution were
acting in abecluts good faith herein trying to de whatever was
poasible for Hingary, but they were, of course, rather ineffective.

"Since I came out of Hungary, here in the U, 5. end aleo in Austia,
I was in cantact with many of those leading Hurmgerian politiclsns.®

bhen handed the list of arganizations and individnsls, respondent
made the following remarks cn the different crganizstions and
paliticians;

Hungarian Nagtional Councdl - "It is fullof good will, but not vey
effective 1n its activities,

"I have heard that the Americen Hungarian Poundation alse is doing
its best, but they do not have ¢nough pecple who are skilled engugh
in that kind of work.

"The literary magatine, Latchatar, was well-lmown to me. My sen

espocially pralsed it highly., DORTOEFTSEIETENEGEE Irom a
Iiterary point of view it had & high standard.

10f the Hungarian high schocls I heard that there wers many in
Enmmarad.. However, I heard cnly the Innsbruck one specifically
praised,

On the political individuals, respondent said:

"I think Monseignor Bela Varga to be an extremely pood-willed man,
but of not wvery grest caliber,

"of Ferenc Nagy I have expressed my opinion. I do not like him and
I do not trust him.

"Tibor Eckhardt, on the other hend, is a politician of very great
caliber. He tries to do too many things at the same timo, how-
aver, &nd alse I think he has lost contact with the Mungarians
because he left Hungary in 1941. Hevertheleas, he is the cnly
Hungarisn pelitician who hes good possibilities in achieving

something for Hunpary.
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"Pgul Auer, aa far as I lmow and a¥ long as he was at home, was
always a decent man.

"0f Tmre Kovacs, I do not know anything special. The sgme is
trus of Imre Selig.

"af Charles Peyer, on the othsr hand, I can say that it is a pify
that he died. Hs was en extremely decent, pood Hungarian Seoclsl
Democrat.

"Former Prime Minister Mikles ¥allay is an extremely good man,
but he 1s 2 little bit outdated slready.

"Zoltan Pfeiffer is a talerited man, but I would not vouch for his
reliability.

"Istvan Barankoviea I always disliked theroughly while in Hungary,
I haven't met him yel here and I do not know eny of his activities
which wuld change my mind abgout him,

“0n the whole, all I can say about tlese peoliticlans is, and why I
disliked them et home, they always at home and even here in exile
tried to break up Hungarien unity by forming some new parties.

0f course, these peopls wanited to be the new le aders,

"Honseignor Josel Kosi-Horvath I knew in Hungery, and at that tims
he was an extremely courapecus snd decent politician, T do not
know enything sbeut him at present. Also, he was the suthor of
very good short steries shich were written in a kkind of pepular

Hangarian style.

"Bela Fablan., Thkwx¥® T must admit I theroughly admire this little
men. He is extremely active and he does the moodiwam amount of
work he cen on behsl? of Hungery. I really do admire him. IZISH
The only thing about him is that &x it ia a pity that he is not
more talented.

"Nf Oenersl Zako I have never heard anything,
"of Oeneral Farkas we expected more than he did.

"0f Otto of Hapsturg I can only ssy that I heard hs m 1s extremely
well educated, very able, and a talented man.

"0f Admiral Horthy I can only anewer with a latin proverb:
De mortuls nil nisi bene,



F-55
WA L/

"Doring the revelution we certainly did think of the exiles here
in the United Sktes, and we were hoping that they would try to
influence public opinion in faver of Hungary and present owr csuse
to the proper authorities effectively."

C. HRespondent did not meet any Hungarian who escaped to the VWest
after 1915 and who returned to Hmgary later.

the redafection campeign, respondent sald this was in-
effective tefore the revelution and she volunteersd the infamation
that she knew perscnally of seversl cases whare the Communist gov-
errment used merclon in order to make psople returm to Hungary.
The government alne trisd to bribe them if they conldn't coerce t
them. However, as far as respondent knew this redefection cam-
paign was ineffective. Respondent said that after the revolution,
hewever, unfortunately s great mumber of dislllusicned escapees
woenit back from Austria,

"Both redefection campaigns on the part of the Cormmist govern-
ment, of ceursze; had only one purpose, end thls was propaganda....
directed against the Weat and alsec domestically."

D, %When asked shat pecple in Hungary woild like te know about the
exiles, respondent said:

"I am quite sure that they are most interested in how we are get-
ting on and how our lives have been changed since we lef't Hungary.
On the other hand, what they should know is that we reslly do suc-
ceed in our new surrouwddinga. Alsc, I think it is very importent
to :hlfm them of the purchase¢ value of the wages we receive here,
md how high the living stendard is. Thore is, however, snother
and very important thing of which they ought to be infarmed --
that is that peopls back in Hungary should not hope for any help
f!"ﬁl th'- u'!tli

"I believe that the exiles here shonld get together and form a
united front. A1l those petiy quarrels should be set sside, no
separate parties should be formed, and nobody should try to as-
gume leadership over different groups. I believe that a united
gort of assecintion of the exiles cught to exercise a control
over the refugees sc that they should not diagrace the Hungarian
caus®, This organisation should keep & record of every Fungarian
escapea and refugee and kind of check on them., I think that if
all exile organizstions would merge for that purpose it weuld be
extrarely beneficial., This same arganiszation ought Lo held lec-

turss and explain to them md try to telk sense to them that
thare is only ore comnon cause snd they sheuldn't have too many
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newepapera, parties, crganisations, etc. I sysell wonld really

work in such an association and do anything I could do. Of course :
this same organirzation ghould have as members all Pungarisns, old

emigres and new ones as well,

"Regarding my personal opinion about the different Hungarian poli-
tical parties, I belise that the Party was
the best before 19L8. I do not have any knowiedge ebout partiss
in exile. As to political parties revived in Hungery during the
revolution, I must say that we did not have eny time - that thess
parties did net have time to start or dlsplay effective activity.
The trouble was that at that time they staried t form too many
parties, which I slways dlsapproved of.

"I and everybody else in Hungary wauld have theroughly disspproved
pecple who left ar groups uho went inte exile having returned to

E, "Regarding my cun plans for the future, I would like to retum
to Hungary, but only if she is completely free,

"In view of the fact that I have grown-up children, I do not think
I have to answer whether ar not ¥ want my children to lsarn Hun-

garian also. I only hope they will not forget it hers. Besides,
I Imow them, and they sre such fierce patriocts that I'm sure they
will contimue to spesk Hungarian among themselves,®




XX, AUDIENCE REACTION TO RADIO AND LEAFLAETS .

A. Radio

"We always listened to foreign redio stetions while in Hungary.

I usually and quite regularly listened to the broadcasts of
Vienna, Western Germany, and the Lendon BBC. I very rerely
heard the others - Radio Free Furops snd Voice of Amerieca before
the revelution. All of the sbove-mentioned stetions ware janmed,
ths Vienna station, however, the least. Alsc this statlon broad-
cast on the lengih waves and they were the best., I
always listensd to the original Cerman or Enrlish hroadeasts and
very regularly at that - every day, that is, whenever I had time.

"We always discussed shat we had heard on the radion with others -
my family ond even In the office with some of my co-warkers, Wa |
had our own radio. 4As a rule, when we had guesta, for inatance,
the main ftem was alwaye listening to the foreign broadasts.

"0f eourse I alwaye heard sbout Western broadcasta second=hand,
just as I also passed them on.

"here was no risk invelved in listening to foreign broadossts,
however, and no officisl reprisals. Nenetheless, the mement you
passed on the newe to somecne else and you were overhesrd or re-
ported, then they could say that you wers disseminating dangerous
propagands. Also, despite the fact that listening to foreign
breadcasts was not a crime per se, it wes usuzlly used againat you
ifx snd 1t was an additional charge if they wanted to arrest you
for some reason. Wevertheless, people were nct deterred by this
fact from listening to foreign broadeasts.

"As I mentioned before, I listened to the Vienna, Western German,
and BBC broadcasts because they were absclutely objective and
they used very little propaganda methods, I gpreferred the BRC
broadeasts because they were abselutely factial and without com-
mentariss,

"Hadie Free Purcpe was not accurate encugh for my liking and also,
they used too mch propaganda stuff - and bad propagands for that
matter. However, during the Revolution, I must admit in 211 faie
ness, that they were extremely valuable and important for us.
They served as a connecting link between betwsan the different
revelutionary groups. I deo not know how they managed it, but
they seemed to Inow everything that was heppening in the dif-
farent parts of the ecityv.
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“The Voice of America wus botter than Radio Free Furope md, as
I said, BEC was the bast,

"Radlo Free Furcpe wae always inciting pecple and giving them en-
couragement,

"I think anybody who says that Redio Free Furcpe helped to incite
the Hungarian pecple by holding out promises of Western help is
quite right. They did it., Every Western radic station did it,
and even sometimes the BEC. It was not a promise of agtual help,
nevertheless, 1t was elways worded in a way that people could
understand it this way. We were told that we had to hold out be-
cause sverything weuld be all right., 'That wss the meaning of
everything.

"Hevertheleas, I think it very important that Radlc Free Europe
should continue to broadcast to Hungary and the Esstern Eur opean
nations - however, they ought to revise their program very care-
fully, T thidcthat straight news, politicel or smmm econoric,
and technical improvements, for instance, or events should be
stressed more. Then they ought to have, maybs a women's hour,
The only thing I would omit from the broadcasts is the anti-
Communist jome propaganda. In Hungery psople reslly de not need
that, It just angers people in Hungary (as it did myself) to
hear about Communism znd the siltuation under Communist demination
mentioned and discussed by pecple who really do not know a

about it. We have been living under it, so we lmow,. Why should
we be told about it.

B. When asked about initials NEM and the 12 Demands, respondent
said she had no knowledse of thege whatsosver.

C. Regarding the Free Furope Press and the lsaflets, respondent
said she had not only heard of them but seen herself several of

those leaflets that were sent inte Humgary by balloons. Respondent

was of the cpinion that they were ridiculously primitive and that
they were very badly edited, It was extremely dangerous mhuomm
also to peopla, because if anybody saw them pilck them up they were
immedlately arrestsd by the AVH, It had a very bad psychologleal
affect too, in respondents copinion, becauss pacple wers rather
regentful that Fadio Free Furcpe didn't pick pecple who could do
it so much better. It was 2 very primitive and stupid affeir,

It only gave rise to bad feeling.

Respondent, was of the opinion that Radio Free Europe should send
not zend any mcre lesflets because they are too dangerous end also
too much risk Is invelved regerding people back in Hungary.
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0. Wnen asked gbout the motives and gesls of Western groups who
broadoast and send leeflsts into Hungary, respondent said:

"I believe they had cne commem goal. It was to fight Commnism.
However, it was not necessery to dissemrinate so much anti- Communiat
propaganda for the aforeUmentioned reascns". In respondents opinion
the stress shovld be put rather in giving factual infermation than
to feed them pclitical caments snd anti-Communist propaganda.




XX. CHILD REARING AND DISCIPLINE

Respondent explained her views on how children should be brought
up as follows:

"o my mind a child must be brought up in a way that the moral
pringiples should bacome ite second sgo. I also belisve that
the child must first of all be taughit to accept the asuthorlty of
parents, teschers, and the law. To my mind, what I see here -
how juvenils delinquency is spreading - is the proof of the fact
that children here do not respect their elders, their teachers,
their parents, and the law encugh. Too much fues is being made
about the echildren hers without the necessary discipline. I be-
liove meet gincerely in good discipline, and this diascipline can
ba enforced by physicel punishment shen the ehild is small and
young if it is pecessary. Later on, of courge, this must or
should be abandoned by the child has reached the age when it
obeys if you reason with it,

I wuld not meke any differences in bringing up & boy
a girl when the child is amall, Later on, however, of course
thin education of a girl differs greatly from that of a boy. I
think the girl should be tanght to be more feminine and the boys
to be more masculins, " '

When ssked about an incident in her life when she was young, re-
spondent disclosed that she was brought up extremely strictly by
her parentg, and she even recalls that when she was quite grown
upy sometimes hHer mether gave har a couple of slaps in the face,
However, she sald, "We all, the three of us, respected and obeyed
our parents.” As an incident she recalled that when she was 18
years dld and she took the family car without asking permission,
she was not allowved to drive the car for three weeks, In another
incident she remembers that when she was 16 ond had gone to the
opera with her parents and she started to make signs to & friend
of hers in anothar box, her father sent her home immediately for
undiseiplined behaviaor,

Respendent said also that ameng families she knew, pecple ususlly
alwgys punished children who were gix years old or even much clder.
Regpendent was of the view that this did not depend on the social
olass, and that on the whole they ways or system of educating
children was about the same in all soclal classes.

i
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Respondent alse believed that the changes brought about within
the laet ten years did not refer to her own family, F

Usually physical punishment, acc ' tﬁmt, was aban-
doned for boys when they were 15 to 16, and glrls when they were
about 1l to 15.

Punishment in general is never abandened in Hungary as long ss

the ehildren remain within the family, ‘There thev have to obey
their parents. The only exception respondent menticned was that
what ehe has seon Nere she could compare to the behavier of the
Jewish families back in Hungary -- they were always extremely

lil.n&nguut toward thelr kids and idolised them, just as they de

8T,

According to respondent, Commmmism did not bring about any changes
in regpect to bringing up children within the families.  However,
there were changes at school where physical punishment was aban-
dmad.

Regarding the discipline methods within the last ten years for
children in their first eight years in school, respondent said:

"The techniques of discipline before Communism conalsted of re-
port cards being sent to the parents, then parents were called in
to conferences with the teacher. Also, among bays, it was gen-
wrally accepted that if they were too nsughty they were slapped
by the teacher, or even caned. The girls got maybe Taps on their
knuckles with a ruler. Also the younger children were put into
tha corner or tie otiers kept overtime after hours. Sometimes
children had to write down, for instance, a hundred times, I
should not be digobedient', ete. Or, if they didn't know the
right answer in a lesson somestimes, they had ik to write it down
also a couple of hundred times.

"Under the Comminist regime, however, physical punishment - at
least on paper -~ was completely abandened, and only the report
cards to parents remained as disciplinary measures, ™

Bespendent, however, wanted to point out that these programs were

only heard by hearsay sinee her children were out of school already

&t that time,

On the characteristics respondent values most in a friend, she
disolosed that rainly and primarily she valuess a friend who is
absolutely unseifish and has a2 very strong character. Respond~-
was of the cpinion that it is not necessary that they should
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share the same opinien in everything, However, she wats a
friend to be vary reliable,

‘.-

fsspondent was of the view that changes in friendship under Com
munism only came about to the benefit of the friendship because
friends became only olcser friends in myiual suflering,

End




