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with & fairly considdrate attitude for Communists
because among Lhem he seeé various groups and maokes
a remark,when speaking of the AVO, that there "are
211l kinds cf people among them." He sesms to have
no other pexrsonal expexlence with the Jews but that
his wife worked for a Jewish family whom they
spparently envied,because of their good financial
situation. On the other hand, he knew number of
Communiists and he could experience the various
individuals. What he says about the Jews is
apparently the result of the murdexous anti-Semltic
ﬂxapaganda of the '40s perpetrated by the German

a

zis and their henchmen, the Hungarlian Arrow Cross.

The bitter distrust which mingles with nobler gualities
sometime manifests themselves in quick outbursts of
great anger during the talk and particularly in cther
conversations I conducted with him after the inter-
view. In those cutbursts sometimes he spoke utierly
rudely and told about his experiemces with utterly

rude swearing,

Cther observations I made about him indicate that he

is very good tc people he considers friends and very
bad to those he considers enemies,

THE END
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XXI. CHARACTER DESCRIPTION

Respondent is about five feet tall and is a atncﬁz
individual who could almost be decribed as fat., His
sourdxEngnxizsxshews He shows & round,balding head,

He has a short neck and wlde shoulders. He apparently
is very muscular and strong. He has Inquisitive,and
quite often impish,smiling eyes. If one can read
human faces to a wmiixk modest extent it can be seen
that this man is full of distrust.toward others,

He 1s quite esger to talk and feels honored that his
opinions are heard, He has at times amazingly good
diction and ancient pessant wisxwksE wisdom, which
uses decriptive symbols to express his ideas mingled
with the lack of culture of a proletarian and the
ient lonliness, bitterness, and dlstrust of a farm-
hzand who became a worker in a city. This seems to

be reflected in the way he 5Euaks sometimes with
great dignity and praiseworthy objectivity, and
sometimes with blind hatred, anger and distrusting
generalizations,

His frankness about his drinking (see chap., 16 H.)
and his "steasling a little, and lying s little" (see
chap. 7 B.) These frank admissions are duex xzau
sclely to the completely relaxed and friendly ad
atmosbhere in which I condyct interviews, and to

the confidence I developed in respondent, (Please
forgive my bragging but I justify it by the
necessity I feel exists for explaining his unusual
frankness.) But his £x frank admis&ions have tobe
teken seriously,

He happens to be the only anti-Semite among those
I have interviewed. Inconsistent as he is in some
other points, he seems to be stubbornly consistent
orn this point, First I tbought he demonstrzted the
leck of coherence in his attitude toward the Jews
when he mentloned that land should be given to
Jews 3s well as to others(chap.l4 b.)but a closer
scrutiny made Lt clear to me that he mentloned
thlis In order to indicate that eccording th hhis
ideas about Jews they don't earn their living by
hexd work such as that of 2 peasant, It is Intex-
esting to compare his anti-Semitiem blindness
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were eight years old. Their mental development was
the decisive fsctor. A few good words had much effect
in a grest many cases. Eut there wese others who had
to be punished up to the ages of 14 and 15. It varled
greatly."”

It was the same with girls, he explalns,but he knew
even of pixis « £&kx girl of 18 who was severly

spankad beaten by her perents because she had sexual
intercecurse with a boy. |

Respondent doesn't think this changed much with =maz=a
social classes,.but rather with families. |

Asked if Communism had brought about changes, he says
that it gave more license to children. Communism even
hampered parents in disciplining children because
children to file complaints ageinst their parents.

Comparing disciplingng in the first eight grades

before and during Communism respondent says that

% a general deterioration took place in the dis-

ciplining of childre. Before Communism, he says,

kneeling in coxners and spanking were commonplace,

but then there were no more spankings 1in the

Commungst era. And such children whose mental -
development was no advanced well enough took ad- |
vantasge of this and they misbehaved. |

These are the characteristics he values most in a |
friend: Rfimsaxiikyxxxedlizkd "Sincerity, honestv, |
reliabllity and ldéve for one's fellow-man. And

keeping one's promises.”

Asked about changes in friendshlp under Communism

he says that one had two kinds of friends undex
Communism: real, sincerxe frliends, and those on.y

out of interest. Like he had his foremen as drinking
companions because he expacted good ratings from
them, he expdalns.
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about it too late and she punished me sometimes
with a real good spanking. On one occasion she
bought me a good new suit when I was about ten
yvears old. Right then there was a circus in the
villasge and the carousels at that time were not
motor drivien, but boys volunteered to go upzs
upstairs and turn them around. We had fun by
running around and Xum turning the carousel,
add I was among those who did this. After we
turned it ten times we were permitted to have

a ride. I was vexy tired when I got home and
went fullyvixm dressed to bed. Mother discovered
this in the morning and she aﬁanked me thoroughly
with a belt and this time with the buckle end.

Respondent cannot decide who among people he knew
punished childzen who were six years old or older,
There were fathers, he seid, he were quicker to
punish a child and there were some mothers who
were guicker. In other families gzain the mother
covered up the mischlef of the childrenjagain,

in dther familles the mother walted for the

father to come and Eampuina complained about the
children and the father did the punishing. There
were wa even families, he says, where the mother
covered up the mischief of the children and when
the father discovered this, sometimes both mothex
and child received a few slaps, "I did this myself
because I wanted my children to be better than I
was myself, And I was disgusted myself that

wife did not keep the child in strict discipline,”

Respondent says that the age of the child was im-
portant in deciding who should spank it only in

the first years because the tiny tots were punished
by thelr mothers.

He doesn't know if this changes with social class.
Mor has he observed any changes in the last ten

years.

Asked when punishment is asbandoned respondent says
"g8 Children who could not be taught decency and
honesty by the time they were 12 or 13,there wasn't
much hope left. But genarally speaking, the mkameimme
menk of punishment depended complstely on the child,
Many children needed no moxre punishment after they



XX, CHILD REARING AND DISCIPLINE

These are the most important things a child should
be taught accoxrding to respondent: "First of all,

the love of parents and of fellow-men and of religion,

1f these three are taught they sre alle-inclusive.®

Acked how & child should be disciplined, he says,

R "It depends on the situation in each family. Love
should be the most important factor in child rearing
and discipline should only be in addition to love.
The core of discipline should be discriminating be-
tween good and wrong and good and bad. There are
children who can be taught by persuation. There are
cthers who have to be punished sometimes,even by
spanking them now and then. But other tIpus of
punishment sre preferable, such as sending the
child to the cornder, or to refuse him some toy or
entertainment he desires. For instance, not to

let him go to a soccer game or to a movie or not

to give him pin money. Whatever it is that he
particularly likes to do."

Asked about the treatment for boys end girls, he
says that it depends on the individual. There are
tom-boy, suk stubborn girds and there are fine,
dellcate boys.

Lsked about changes 3y as the child gxexxs gxos
grows older, he says,"Children change much and
rapidly, Children who have a good up=bringing in
their early childhood are likely to need less
disciplining later. Most important is the very
early chlildhood. As the child devilugs his own
way of thinking, gz pexrsuation should play an
ever more important role,

Asked how he was disciplined, respndent says:"1

was punished quite often, and there was always

& good reason for it. Once when 1 waswﬁl:haps

five years old I swore and my father who wae sick
in bed shortly before his death hit my mouth with
his hand and told me I should never sweExas swear.

We were very pnur,pa:ticula:lz after my fabhexr died,
There were seven of us and mothexr was more than
busy earning the dally bread for us, When I
committed any & mischief my mother usually learned




54-M 7
t. XIX.

the Free Europe Committee sfter the revolution was
crushed that they meant to trick Hungary into rising
and let % it be smashed by the Communists. I8 But

he says he has not actually made up his mind, Reallty
is s0 far removed from propaganda E& 53ys.

Asked about the different organizationshe says in
fan final analysis they probably are the same.



people, he served a more severe term.

Asked w if the dangers cdeterred people he says that
it rather encouraged people, and even people who
handed them in retained a few usually. He thinks
that the wise arrangement, that it was printed with
emall type, was good because they could not be
spotted so eassily.

Heknows of no changes.

His general attitude is desribed in the following: |
"1f it hzd been to our disadvantage, Communists |
would not have been so much against those leafdlets. .
Put I thought they were just talk, and I had no

confidence that something would hagpﬂ . Sometimes

1 belleved them and sometfimes I didn't. There

were others who always blindly believed the en-

couragements were backed up by preparations to

help us to liberate Hungary.

As=ked about effects, respondent says that some
people thought a lot of them and others just
didn't care.

Asked the same questlon referring to the revolution
he says that they had no time to think of them
during the revolutdon.

Asked if xwh the FEP should continue to d:ng
lesflets into Hungary he says,"It depends if they
Eean to back up thkm their encouragements byactual
geds,

Asked what sheuld be stresses, respondent answers, ;
WR'EEfore the revolution I thought that their aim
wae the liberstion of Hungary,to join forces with
us 1f we rise, Now I don't know what to think and
th so I couldn't suggest what they should stxess
if they don't mean to libexate Hungary.

D. Goals of Western groups

Respondent mentions his profound disappointment when
he saw that encouragement was backed up by no facts,
He says that there were times when he even suspected
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He says that stralght news should be broadcast shove
all and no anti-Communist propaganda because people
are more anti-Communist than anyone else.

He is for broadcasting life iIn Western Europe and for
programs sbout life in the United States.

E. Free Europe Press leaflets
Respondent has no idea what the initials NEM stand for.

Yhen he is told what the initials stand for he answers,
"We kmak talked about resistance among ourselves in
the plant and among friends in the tavern quite a bit."

Askdd about the Twelve Demands, he zasmx ancswers kak
that he read that max certain leaflet, but he doesn't
remember what it contained. It seems to him that Hun-
gaory's independence and equality before law and freedom
were certainly among the demands.

C., More about Eree Europe leaflets

Respondent saw Free Eurdpe leaflets on two occaslons,
He got them from pinﬁia who commuted from the country-
cside to the plant. The leaflets were circulated among
the workers at the plant.

He doesn't recall what the Imzxwx leaflets contained
except one of them had the Twelve Demands.

He saw leaflets only on these two occasions mentioned,

Be has already told us that he read these leaflets
and handed them over to others because thev sixuzia
circulated them among themselves,

Fe heard sometimes of Free Europe leaflets not only

of those which were circulated but that ballecons

were captured by the authorities with all the leaflets
in them, And people shoke asbout them.

Speaking sbout the dangers he said that the person
who found such leaflets and who read them could
eéscape gunishmant handing them over to the
suthokities,but k if he didn't he was put into
internment camps., If he forwarded them to other
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fie didn't prefer any station to the other.

Asked about the ac:u:aﬂI of broadcasts he says
that done of tham were 100 per cent.

Asked to compare them he says that there were so
little difference that he deesn't care to compare
them.

Asked about effects he says they had some effect
in the beginning,but later not so much.

Asked about the role during the revolution he says,
"You bet they did, I mean particularly Radio Free
Exusp Europe. People were listening to it day and
night and expected the announcement of an arms shiF—
ment snd even troops, because we were fighting with
the arch-enemy of the free world. On November 4 I
heard myself on Radio Fres Europe:"Just keep on
fighting for four more days!" And bLe sure that
people did fight for four and more days,but they
were let down."

Asked about Radio Free Europe in particular respondent
says that he liked it in the beginning of the revolution
but zs they kept encouraging people with no results he
at long last came to hk hate it,

When he is told that some people have told that
Western broadcasts, and Radio Free Eurzope in par-
ticular, helped incite the Hungarian people by
holding out promises of Western help, he answers:
"No doubt those who claim this are right. And this
refers particularly to the period after November 4.0

Agked if Radio Free Europe should continue to bxums

broadcast into Hungarz. he says,"Since I left Wummamy

Hungary I have no picture of how Radio Free Europe

is ng&rati:g now, But if it keeps lying and misleading
ople it should not., But %% if it changes for the
tler then it's o.k,,but it should become completely

relizble.”

Asked what programs in particular should be broadcastd,
he says{that he liked psrticularly when the life of
American-Hungarians were described.
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XIX, AUDIENCE REACTION TC RADIO AND LEAFLETS

A. Redio

K= Respondent listened to Radio Free Europe, to the
Volee of America, Spanish-Hungarian News, and to the
B.B.C. Hungarian progran.

Reception was hest with Radio Free Europe, he says.
All etatlons waere jammed he says.
He listened only to Hungarian broadcasts.

He listened ususlly every i8 Sundsy and mmkiy mostly
10 Radio Free Europe.

He told others what he heard and they talked quite
freely among themselves, although only among themselves
in the plant.where he worked.

He listened mnstlY on his own set,but sometimes to
one of his friend'sd particularly a good set. It
was there that they listened to other stations than
Radio Free Europe,

He listened both zlone and with others.

They listened cautiously and secretly. They put play
cards on the table $o that if someone came in the
could make believe they wer; playing cards.

about
Asked whmikthm if he heard/Western broadcasts sescond-
hand he laughs and says. "You bet}"

Asked about dangers he says good sized jail terms
were given to those who were caught.

Asked if these dangers detered people he answers:
"They were like Eve and the snake and the apple.”

Asked what he thought about Western broadcasts he
says that he liked them in the beginning mmiksxsfiar
but later he often found them quite boring and
particularly the fact &xh that there wes only encouz-
agements but no agEx actions,
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D. Exile tasks

The people In Hungary would like to know that the
exiles, he says, try every way to help kke to con-
vince the world that help is needed for Hungary and
for Eastexn Europe.

Asked what he thinks they skm% should know, he says,
“*They should be told that they should keep their mouth
shut that they should keep their mouths shut and wait.
it is needless to keep E£ighting. They should stage a
mock-surrender so tht Communlsts leave them alone.”

Asked what the exlles should do now he says that
apparently they can do very little Xkam more than
nothing. Demonstrations and picketing can achieve
very &k little he says. They are as much as a bubble.

He would not like to join an exile organization. He
thinks there is no efficient organization in exile.

Asked about various Hungarian political parties
respondent declines to answer because he Ex claims
that he doesn't have the right picture to pass any
judgement.

About parties in exile he says that they mkei should
not play parliament where there is no country.

Speaking of political parties revived during the
revolution he says,"Instead of facusing all their
attention at the fight with the Sevist troops,they
pulled us under tco soon."

E. Plans for the future.
Respoddent would like to go back to Hungary the
minute 1t is free,

He wents his children to learn Hungarian ss well as
English if they can ever come to America.
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General Zsko: Fespondent doesn't know anything of him.

General Ferenc Farkag de Kisbarnak: Respondent remembers
that he used to be @hief Bcout,but doesn't know anything
else about him.

Otto of Hapsburg: Respondent laughs and says that he
is a soap-opera king who lives in the past instead of
in the present. And will have nothing to do with the
#uty future.

Admiral Hoxthy% He was &z decent patriot and a ¢reat
military leader who was not well equiped to lead a
country. He was well meaning.but not a politician.

hAsked what the exiles sksuiedxixyxkie tried to do for
Hungary respodent says that they tried to dmsamimmtEspread
the xuxk truth about Hungary,but he expresses doubt

that they did very much.

Asked what they should have done he says that even
if they had done much it would have been just = drop
in the sea because the world does what it thinks is
whkak right and profitable for it more than it does
something out of sympathy for 2 poor 1little country.

A"ked if he thought of the exiles during the revolution
he says: "I xmx thought of them because there were rumors
that they are coming to help us, and I uartainlz expected
them to come with arms.to ® a2k help us in our f ght,®

C. Redax Redefections:

Respondent says the redefectors were received in
Hungazy with the greatest distrust by the Communists
and 90 pexr cent of them were robbed and jsiled as
spies.

Asked why the Communists ctarted the redefection
campaign he says that they had economic reazsons zs
well as the motive of revenging those who tried to
escape,

Asked what people thought of them:™If ihe Hungarians
could have send them messeges,we would have told them
to stay where they are,"
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Bela Varga: It seems to respondent that he knows
the name %m in 1945 and '46 and he also heard
that he fled into exile, He was soma chief in
the Small Holders' perty, he recalls.

Ferenc Nagy: "The first Minister Prasident of
democratic Hungsry who gave in on every point to
the demands of the Reds. He ought to have stood
up as did Cardinal Mindzenty.) He went into exile
and has lived happily zfRaxxafx ever after."

Tibor Echhardt: "He was some well-known politiciand
of the pzx past and now he trles to do something
agin zgain. I think he ought <o have EBRX® QOne
into retirement.”

Psul Auer: Respondent has never heard of him,

Imre Kovacs: Respondent doesn’t know anything of him
He heard his name.but couldn't place it.

Imre Selig: Respondent has never heard of him,

Chaxles Peyer: Respondent remembers his as a great
leader of Socialist workers.

Lazlo Taubinger: Respondent has never hearxd of him.

Miklos Kallay: Respondent remembers him as the Ministez
President who tried to get Hungary out of the German
camp,but didn't xung menage because the Germans were
oo strong. He doesn't know of his later years.

Zoltan Pfeiffer; H2 remembers him as sn opposition
leafder, but doesn't know anything about him.

Tstvan Barankovics: Respondent says the smme about him
as about Pfeiffer.

Msgr. Josef Kosl-Horvath: Respondent doesn't mnow any=
thing about him,

Bela Fabizn: Respondent remembers that he was a libexral
politician,pebhaps a Jew, bSe he says, wha k now stages
the demonstzations in front of the United Natlons.for

the Hungarlan causa.
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to have fled my country and my family.®

Under ideal circumstances respondent thinks that
vs few old people would remsin and & few peasants
who stick to their land. Industrisl workers would
have left and very few people would have remained.”

B. Exile organizations and individuals

nespendent didn't hear of any exile organizatlons,

by name., He only knaw there wss something representing
Hungarian interests in the United States.

Asked sbout exile personalities, he can recall the
name of Ferenc Nagy and he also knew that Admirsl
Horthy was in exile.

Asked details about them rsspondent couldn'i say
sntki anything. He has been in contact with no
organizations or individusls of any significance,

Hungarian National Council: Respondent knows the
pame,but nothirg else about 1€,

Assembly of Captive Eurcpean Nations: Respondent
has never heard of 1it.

MIEK: Respondent doesn't know it.
Liberal Democratic Union: He hasn't heard of it.
Christian Democratic Union: He hasn't heard of it.

Tnternational Confederation of Trade Unions in Exile:
He hasn't heard of It.

gnten International Peasant Union: Respoddent thinks
that kus he has hezrd the name,but nothing else.

American Hungarian Federation: Respondent is under
the impression that he's heard the name,but doesn't
know anything about it.

"] stohatar": He has awa never heard of it,

High schools in exile; Hespondent hss never heard
of them.

i E——.



XVIII. ATTITUDES TOWARD EXILES AND EXILE ACTIVITIES

A. Characterization of escapees

Resgnndent divides the escapees into two larce groups.
1. Those who fled while the revolution was on,who
were afraid of the patrists, and 2, those who fled

the Russians and their Communist stooges when the
revolution wes gk crushed.

He says that most of the escapees were intellectuals,
and there were younc and old among them, but most of
them were young people,mzinly students.

Asked who stayed behind he says that these were the
ones who hoped,until it was too late,; that Bungary
wuuéd remain free, that the iree world would not let
it down,

Asked how he feels zbout them he says,"80 per cent of
the Freedom Flghters were either deported, jailed or
executed and the others are not enough to £fight snotherx
revolution.”

Asked for an example for & person he knew who decided
to remain even though he had an opportunity to escape
he spesks of a friend who stayed for no other reason
but because he had emall children and he was afraid
that he could not tzke care of them during the long
way to the border and he feared they might be killed.
He Belt he could expose himself to danger, but not
his small wkksxzk children.

Asked what the people in Hungary think of those who

left he says, "Most Hungarians are glad that at least
some managed to escape and are all right, and no longer
exposed to danger. Esufxthmxeszampems But there are others
who think the escapces are yellow,™

Linterviewre's note: To my surprise, respondent now xsdd
axksxnee tells me: "You didn't sk ask me yet of my opinion
of self!" What else could I do but ask him, and here

is his answer: "I think of myself a& being yellow., It
would be better to be in Hungary and even in prison than



. ifm AVIL.

Respondent didn't know Roosevelt well enough to
form an opinion,

The same is true about Chancellor Adensuer.

Skix k% Stalin: "A post-office burglar. The Blackest
snamtxi soul in the werld."

< Malenkov: "He got into a fight mwsx with Khrushchev
over the spoils.”

. Generalissimo Franco: "Is he some Germsn general who
fought in Africa?"

Respondent & has no idea who Bevan 1is.
Khrushchev: ™A terrorist, A worthy follower of Stalin,"

Tito: ¥ Respondent has already talked sbout him in
point D.,chapter XVI,

He doesn't know Peron,
Molotov: "Another terrorist.”
Respondent e knows nothin g of Ollenauer.

Churchill: "The foxy old English politician. Stalin
out~-fexed him."




S4M
t. ' XVIL.

XVII. KNOWLEDGE OF AND ATTITUDE TOWARD SELECTED
PERSONALITIES

A. The greatest living Hungarian

f1t is Cardinal Mindzenty because he represented

the real interests of the Hungarian people, and this
is why he was Jjailed."

B. Pexsons in world affairs

Imre Nagy: "ZI have no opinion on him because the
ribd was too short while he was in power.to judge
im."

lLazlo Rajk: "A terzoxist.”
Erno Gero: "A terrorist.”

Janos Kadar: "A terrorist; a thug who surpasses them
all."

General Bela Kiraly: "I have no opiniecn of him, I
don't know his past nor do I know his futuze,”

Anna Kethly: "She is a wavering Xxx turncoat.”

Preeident Eisenhower: "His attitude toward Hungarians
was wonderful. We are very grateful to him,"

Respondent declines to answer the gquestion on what

he thinks of Secretary General Hammarskjold, of Dulles,
Eden, snd Truman because he says that he doesn't know
them, (Interviewre's note: I believe that he doesn't
know thess people because his information is very
Iﬂﬁt!iﬂtﬂd.?ﬂ

Mikoyan; "Who?"
Nehru: "Is he the Jafpsnese Empixsx emperorz?®
Generalissimo Chisng kim kei-Ghek: "Is he a Jewish

leader?"
hireling
Ferenc Nagy: "He is also a/Adoddng. He siknes signed
many death sentenses. Some of them of people who
kaw knew mnrecthan he did.
sbout Communism



thinks that all kinds of visitors should go,the
more that go the more £ views will be formed and
the fuller will the % picture be of the actual
gitiation.

Asked what they should be told about Hungary he
says," That theI should watch out for themselves
because there is no security of life in Hungary.

He thinks books and pericdicals ehould be sent to
HungarI and there should be sll kinds of books,
scientific,political and otherwise,including even
cowboy sbories,but those books should be Hungaxins
Hungariang published by refugees, he says.

He says tuat the role of the refugees should be
very great in all activities conrected with Hungaxy.

He only heard the name of the Marshall Plan, but
doesn't know anything about it.

Sgaaklng of the Korean War he says,"People spoke
all kinds of things, but I don't know the =su

#u fundamental reasons so well that I could pass
any judgement.”

J.The United Nations

f@exre Cenerally sﬁaaking of the United Nations
respondent says: "Its resolutions should be carried
out because they are part of international law.

Those countries which don't carry out the rewolutions
are not law abiding, and they should be forced to
obey the law."

Speaking of the United Nations during the autumn
and wintexr of 1956 he says: "It did nothing except
extendd promises. It should = have prevented the
blood bath and should not have permitted the
Russians to interfeze.®

He thinks that sffeukwin effective United Mations
action could be forthcoming if the United Nations
wanted to do something and particularly if the U.S.
would press for some action.
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H. The United States

Eespondent first claims not to have been surprised
in America:"America was no surprise at all. I had
reither good nor bad surprises, I always thought
of home, There is nothing like home in the world.”
(Interviewre's note: Dissatisfied with this amsex
answer, I tried to persuade him to understand what
is meant by the word 'surprise' and it seemed that
1 succeeded, )"l was surprised how free,how carefree
end how cheerful the people are., When we went to
picket in front of the Russian embassy and I spat
end threatened the Amexrican Euli:umnn Just smiled,
1 didn't have to be afraid that I would be taken

to jail." Now respondent remaxks with great laughter,
*1 have drunk no water since I have been in this
country!”

This is his opinion of the presemnt policy of the US:
*The United States doesn't w what it wants to do.
It never takes the initiative; it only reacts to what
the Soviet Union does.”

/isked what the United States policy should be in
Eastern Europe he says, "People who fled ito Yugoslavia
end Austrla should aslso be admitted to the United
fitates in addition to the refugees now here. Besides,
the United States should tr§ every diplomatic means

1o persuade or to compell the Sokiet Union to with-
craw from Hungary."

He thinks that no aid should be given to Communist
Hungary because it wofi't be received by the real
Fungarlan people,but to the Communists and would,
in fact, strengthen Communism,"

Fe thinks that his attitude underwent no changes.

fpeaking of the American government's relations
with the present government in Hungary, he suguests:
“It should try to move the Communist Hungarian
government to s more humane attitude toward the
people,"

He thinks that the Hungarians desire and reguest
that more Western visitors go to Hungary. "So ss
to get a clear picture of the situation." He thik
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When he is told that the Germans are dangerous and
may start another war he laughs and says: "I don't
have an opinion st this point. If they start a war
I know for sure that they won't do & half-way job."

He has his individual opinfion on West German rearma=-
ment: "Good for the Cermans; not so gmd good for us."
Asked why,he says, "Hungary might be involved in an
armed ® conflict agasin snd might suffer a great deal.”

He recoils from giving any guess on whether the West
Germany army is strong than that of Britain or France.

He is ready to offer & guess on the term of service
in the West German army: "Two years."

Comparing the Germzn and Russian sEzuxpk occupation
troops he says: "The Germans are educated and intelli=
gent people,although they had some brutal excesses in
the last war,but they are still angels compared te the
primitive,savage Russians,whose actions are s serles
of excesses." (Interviewre's note: The word ‘angel!’
should under no circumstances be considered out of
MexpuxsenuiiyxisundxthnxRusE context. It serves no
other purpose in his speech but to compare the Ger-
mans with the Russians, Taking this word out of
context would be a gross injustice to the respondent,
to the interviewre who painstakingly puts down verbatim
answers and to sclentific approzch, as well.)

He personally found the Russian occupation force more
distasteful.

He found the Germans incomperably more dilsciplined,
He already told us which force was more unpopular.

E. Western Europe
Respondent doesn't know anything of NATO.

Nor does he know anything about the British Labor
Party.

This is respondent's listing of countries estimating
living standards: West Germany, Creat Britain, Italy,
Eaypt, Greece, Soviet Union,
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Atked 1f would have preferred the Hungarian revolution
to have followed the lines of the Polish,he says:"I
can't decide, There was no planning in the Hungarilan
revolution. It was not a premeditated action. It just
came by iiself. But if somebody would ask me what to
do now I would sa¥ by no means a revolution because
the West would let us down and we are going to lose
precious human lives again."

D. Yugoslavia
Respondent doesn't know i1f Tito and Yugoslavia have
bean influential in Eastern Europe.

Acked 1f Tito is the originator of Natonal Communism
he says,"He tries to represent his people.”

SraskingxnExTikatsxznstianuxwiih

His attitude on national Communiem is that it is s
Communism not better than the others only in forelgn
pgliiy it has the advantage that it trles to remain
aloof,

Speaking of Tito's relaticons with other East European
nations, Russlia and the West reaﬂ:ndnnt sayes of all
of them: "TikiaTito is wavering. draws nearer to
wherever he hopes to get advantages. He is only for
Tito and for nobody else."

Respondent thinks of Titolsm in the 3% satellite nations
that such a development is impossible because the Russians
don't allow 1t to happen any more.

E. The Middle East

Respondent says that he had no interest in following
the events in the Middle Eazst and so he thinks he
would be presumpious to alr any opinion, and he cannot
ke persuaded to say anything.

F.West German

Responddnt :e¥e:s to letters they recelved from people
who had fled in 1945 or 1947 to West Cermany and says
that they write that the living standard is very high.
Those people were able to send gift parcels to their
relatives in Hungary.



are under pressure and most of them sre not persusded
Communists. "

B.Eastern Europs

This is respondent's listing as to the popularity

of countries in Hungary: Poland, East Germany, Bul-
garia, Romanla, Yugoslavia, Czechoslovakia. He says
that freedom loving pecple are liked by the Hungarians
and the governments are disliked,but particularly in
countries where they appear to be particularly hapgpy
about the Hungarian tradedy. ”

Aeked whether he also shared these feelings he answers:
"I like avarxbnd?. I know only make a difference between
honest and dishonest people."

1f freeelections were to be held, Communism wouldbe
over for good, he asserts, in every country,

This is respondent's listing when speaking of standards
ofts living: "East Germany, Szechoslovskla, Poland,
Hungary, Bulgaria, Romanis.

C. Poland

This is respondent's interpretation of Polish develop-
ments: "No government carn achieve § freedom as long

as it is under foreign occupation, There is no essential
improvemant in Poland. The reins are taken over by the
Polish,but they still do not have freedom of action as

a decent democracy would have,"

He sees no hope for Poland unless Soviet troops will
withdraw, He thinks that his views have not changed,

Polish events had an effect of the events of Hungary
he says,"The Hungarianes were encouraged by the gallant
fight of the Polisgh and their imagination was stirred
even after the Polish warmxzwyxpressed revolt was sur-
pressed,

Bx During the revelution, he says, there was no time
to give thoughts to events outslide of Hungary.

ke had no knowledge of the developments before Gomulle's
rise to power except of the Foznan riots.



AVIF EVENTS OUTSIDE HUNGARY

A, Russis

Respondent says that he doesn't expect anything of
liberalization. He can only think of revolution.
“In 1955 I talked to a Russian in a bar who spoke
when he was drunk. He said,'They are afraid of our
people when thazrgn home, They won't be given arms
if another war breaks out,'"He refers to his Baving
heen in Russiaz and having seen under what tremendous
oppression the Russian people are kept.by their
rulers and says that such a revolution is not v&rr
likely,pbut 1f there is any change it can be brought
about only this way.

Aslthough partially answered,again he was asked about
the feelings of the people in Russia and respoddent
says: "I know from personal experience that pecple
needed pexmits from the head of the kolkhoz if they
wanted to go to another town, I talked to Russians
in Russia, mainly to old people,because the young
were not at home,but fighting either in the Fed
army or taken prisoners by the Germens,but,Il tell
you, those people spat on the floor when Stalin's
name was mentioned, They called him a dog and they
sald that Communist leadership they should fuck
their mothers.®

A8 could be guessed when free elections are mentioned
respondent says,"Communism would be over for good,"

He thinks of the top lesders of Russia as persuaded

Communists and their aim is world impekiitinpexiniizmy
imperialism,

Speaking of their personalities, he says, "They watch
rach other all the time because they can't iux trust
each other. Since they wemk want to spread Communism
2ll over the world they want everyone of them to be
ve:I periect Communists and no one mey sin smiisk
dgainst the Communist idea even in his mind,"

Speaking of the Wiffuzmen difference between Communist
and Russian leaders he says, "The Russians dictate and

the Hungaerlans carry out. The Hungarian Communist leaders
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bﬁ those articles. Some people liked the blue skies
the Communists painted.”

He didn't find any portion of the Communist papers
reliable. He found a tricky wsy to dodge compulsory
reading: "I told them in the plant where we were
supposed to read papers that I was illiterate, be-
cause I had lived on farms.in my youth. To prove my
illiteracy once, when they put the paper in my hand,

I looked at it upside down. The Party secretary saw
this and he cursed me. I asked him ameixaskudxikm if

it makes him 3 mad that now Rskosli's bloed runs into
his head." (Intexviswre's hote: When I asked respondent
what he means by this Rakosi's blocd business, he says
that on the other side of the Rage there was s plctuze
of Rakosi and he referzed to that because that was also
now upside-down.)

As could be guessed, all other guestions pextaining
to newspapers are answered negatlvely.

The same is true sbout publications which were illegal.
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AV. THE FORMATION OF PUBLIC OPINION

A.World events

Respondent never heard of KWhrushchev's secret speech,
Not has he heard of Senator lMcCarthy

He only heard the name Peron but couldn't place it.

He didn't hear more about Rakosi's private life than
the fact that he had a Mongolian wife,

B. Sources of personsl informstion

Respondent says that he read varz little. He listened
3 little blt to redio news, but forgot much, He was
interested, he claims, in the problems of their daily
living and in that of other people, Consequently, he
was Interested in information he received from word
of mouth,more than in anything else,but hadn't much
trust in that either.

C. Word=of-mouth

Maxdkdattxpnk Respondent didn't think much of this
source of information, eithex. "Pepple talked all
kinds of thingse~a lot without foundation, I didn't
trust rumors. Old people and ignorant people talked
particularly a lot., The radios lied a great deal.
Gallicus and others were almost as unreliable as

the Communist radio."(Interviewre's note: 'Gallicus
is one of the newsreporters of Radio Free Europe.)
“The Jewish family for whom my wife worked had a
daughter in America and they received letters from
her and pictures from America. She always wrote

the truth."®

D, Reading habits
Aespondent claims not to have been a regular news-
paper reader before or during the war.

The same is true about the period of the last ten
years: R"Communist papers were cliches. Hatred
gripped my when I saw Communist editoriasls, But I
found that there were people who were influenced
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trade relations without any restrictions or customs.

He would like to see the most amicabls cultural ree-
lations with a great dezl of cultural exchange. And
he reasons: "Lokk at China. When it isolated ltself
bahind the Geeat ¥Wall, how backward it became]l?

Respondent has never heard of a federation of Danubian
courntries,

Respondent is afrsid of s smaller union than one
covering all of Europe because he thinks that there
would be too much bickering and there might be
something developed that would resemble foreign rule,
If no large union could be established, he concludes:
"It is bettexr to honor each other from a3 distance
than to be close and argue.”

He thinks that most people in Hungary would favor
a union of states, probably as he ewxi outlined 1%,
he ssys, in a loose form of union where basic human
rights are securec,

present
He doesn't find Hungar¥'sfp:tlnn boundaries sg
acceptable, He would like to see territorial adjust-
ments which would include the most possible number
of Hungarians on either side of the present boundaries.
He would make it depend upon the wilgmaf the people.:
®0f a1l the people who live in the disputed people.”

He is concerned over the problem of Hungarian
minorities living outside of Hungary and he demands
the same rights fox them as for the people who live
in those countries. Ideally he would like to see
them in 2 loose union as he outlined, This whole
guestion is very important to him he says.
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Speaking of kolkhozes and state farms he suggests:
"They should be divided and returned, but only up
to 75 scres to the former owners. Above that amount
the rest should be given to farm families after it
is determined how many acres could be cultivated by
each family. And those families should take care of
the land themselves without farmphands. Jews should
also be &xmim eligible for receiving land. State
farms mav remaln as they are; however, thaI should
not be worked by such hired men who are half way

in bondage as a reminder of the feudal system, but
should work at state farms just as one works at a
plant-- free to live where he wanits and to leave
when he wants to."

Speaking £ of the maximum limit to the amount of
land any one person or family own, respondent
says, "1t depends on how many members there arxe in
the family."

When respondent is told about two Euuaibls kinds
of gne government he gives a classically worded
answer:"It is worse to be fed while ones hands and
feet are tied than to stand on ones own feet and
look for bread and butter."

Respondent would not be in favor of outlawing the
Communist party. He says,"I wouldn't outlaw it
becsuse people will maske thelr own choice in a
free country. A free country should give equal
rights to everybody and no restrictions should be
imposed, Only part is advocating the vioclent over-
throw of the government should not exist, In all
Ethﬁﬁ cases the free will of the people skai should
ecide,

C. International position

Respondent suggests a very loose union of the states
all over Europe, He wishes bo see no boundaries that
limit the free movement,but he wants to have inde-
pendent administration of every country guided,but
not really controlled,by an internationsl body,

According to this idea, he wants to see militar
strength only for protective law and order within
every state. The arms, he says, should be with the
people at home,

According to his scheme, there shoudd be very close




XIV. SOCIAL, POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC IDEOLOGY

A. Independent Hungary
Resporndent appears to be eager to answer the guestion
what sort of system he would like to see in an inde-
ndent Hungary. "A democratic system where everyone
ives in freedom, First of all, leaders should be
elected from true born Hungarians, not people who
immigrated from forelgn countries. The land should
belong to these who work on it and such should re-
celve it who have the know-how to cultivate 1t., Therse
should be no large estates belonging to people who
go to foreign countries seeking their own pleasure
with the money actually made by the teil of the
workers., Hungary wouldn't need moxe than a decade
to 2% 1ift 1ttaif from its present misery. It would
kecome as ptuag::uus a3 country as any in the world,
But it should led by true patriots. Right now
there are people who have come just recently from
foreign countries, 1 mean Soviet citizens who rule
Hungaery now. The Hungarians are superior to the
Russlians in producing wealth and genersl welfare
end still they are ruled by Russians."

E. Detaslls in econony

Respondent says that industry should be developed

wherever it is possible,but there should be no armament
industries, If industry would develop, he argues,
ggriculture would slso be better off. Hungarisn quality
roducts would be needed by many undeveloped countries,
e reasons,

Hungary should emphasize light industry for export, he
suggests., Farm implements, fine machinery should be
particularll emphasized and the manufacture of weapons
should be discontinued. But things, he concludes,
should be determined by the actasl stand of the export
market rather than by anything else,.

Respondent suggests that large entexprises be given

to workers of the plant in form of stocks., The workers
should become the stockholders. Smzll shops and
businesses should be returned to their owners, he says,

I!m By small he means such as work with less than
11 employees.
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in most peoples'minds,so far as Communism wes con=-
cerned, Most people still hoped agaln and again
that America would find a way to persuade or force
the Russians to withdraw from Hungary."
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brings deprivation and suffering to the uncounted
millions of poor."

Respondent doesn't know whether a war is likely to
oceur,but he is afraid that one might come because
of the attitude of the Russians,

Speaking 6f other means than war he says that the
United Nations and within that orgsnization, particu-
larly the great powers, should find an agreement.
They know better than he, he claims,

Asked sbout the likelihosd of internal changes in
the Soviet Union he says, "Only a general revolution
in Soviet Russia would be a perfect solution. But
not even people smaxter than I could decide whehher
there will be one or not. I just know from my own
experience in Russia that the people are terribly
dissatisfied.”

B. Hopes in retrogpect.

Eﬁeaking of his expectations for the future during
the last ten years he xmy says, "I expected nothing
good. I saw the economic bankruptcy of the country
and saw that there was no wa¥ out of the mass
Communism crezted by people trained in the Seviet
Union, Msny other people--and I should say most--
were much more hme hopeful than I."

Speaking of his hopes he says, "I longed for cul=-
tural and economic development of the country in
freedom and 1 knew that people would have gone out
of thelr way to build up a propersous democracy,
And others thought simirlaxly.

Asked about changes iIn his estimates or in his hopes
he says, "I hoped for Western mh help only in the
beginning ./ %s I said, I hoped for the help of
America only in the beginning., Later I realized
Axkesl that they let us down. I never expected any
?nud of the Communists. But gullible people be-
ieved in the beginning smdxwm because they were
enchanted by the gzeat promises of Communism, At
the end of the '40's there was however no doubt
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XII1. ASSESSMENTS FOR FUTURE PROSPECTS FOR HUNGARY

A, Next few years

Respondent finds the first guastiﬂn too hard. "Vdry
few people have ever managed to look into the future.
Most of us don't even see the present clearly.”

Asked » to estimate what probably will happen he
says, "The Hungarian people will not reconcile
themselves to Communism, not within a man's livm
life span. The Hungarian people will have to live
on and will have to stop revolting, profoundly sad
as this fact is."

He thinks that there will be no more revolution in
Hungary. "People have learned the moral that they
pusRitxmush mustn't shut their eyes and run against

a wall. The Hungarian people don't mean to commit
another suicide, not even if the Voice of America
persuades them. Terror will increase so as to paralyse
the revolutionary inclinations in the people."

Speaking of the world outside Hungary he says, "The
United Mations might applg measures designed to
eventually free Hungsry.The Russians will keep ex-
ploiting Hungary body and ssuim® soul."

Here are his views on a Poland-type sclution: "I
keiiva believe that there is no essential difference
between the two dictstorships, There is the same
terror In Poland as in Hungary. Since the Poznan
riots the Poles are watched very closely."

"But ﬁﬁﬂplﬂ in Hungary still haven't given up hope
in the effectiveness of the United MNsgtions."

Speaking of how his huﬁﬂs could be reallzed he says,
"I'm not trained or schooled in such matters. Dnlz
great powers can find an sgreement without a war.

The answer to the guestion whether he would or nam
would not desire a war:; "No, but if it comes I
would be ready to fight againd and to die for the
freedom of our people. War is tolerable only to
people who have read asbout it in the papers. War




that a co~-worker of mine who had worked for the
secret police in 1945 to 1948 told me a story
while we were heavily drinking. He said that they
had applied tricks like hiding weapons in a rich
farmer's home and '"finding it'. This needs no
skill, this is base terror. The AVO were not so
skillful in finding criminals, but thay made
innocent people confess to things they never
did,"

Eﬁeaking of army leadership, he says that psrt of
the generals were Russisns and the rest were
Russianized Hungarisns. Their pampeirassycompetence
he says could be judged nnl{ if one knew how com-
petent Russian army leadexrship is.

He says that he could pass no judgement on the
Russian army leadership,

Speaking of public administration officials he says
that there were very different pecple among them.
There were consciencious and well as unscrupulous.
Most of them, he explains, had to be party members,
But there were cdifferences even among those because
some of them were sinister and some were well in-
tentioned, But none of them were well trsined, he
says. Most of them could not even write good reports,
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people didn't want to be hated by everyone."

¥. Corxuption

Respondent says that there was much corruption, al=-
though he says that he personally had no experience.
But he has knowledge of 2 great deal. Most of the
corruption, however, ke explains, consisted of
favoritism which had been great in the past but was
now much greater. Favoritism, he explsins, by far
surpassed actusl bribery. On the line of favoritiem
he again singles out Jews and he also adds Germans
this time, telling that they particularly helped
their own kind. The main pattern of favoritism

was this, he explains: "The favored persons received
easier work with machines and wexe put into higher
wage categories. At the copper and hxem brass depart-
ment of Aakoczl Works there was hardly anything else
but ethnic Germans."That department, Ea explains

was a particularly easy one with high wages., Jews
were to be found mainly in intellectual and office
work. "Not more than two per cent of Jew, perhaps
mainly those who had high incomes in the past,
performed real hard work."

Asked about methods respondent says that the most
usual one was that favorite persons were not as |
strictly punished as those who had ne connectbns '
with higher-ups.

Asked what haﬁpened to oefficials caught doing
these things he says that faveritism as such was
not punisned, only cases of bribery were, And
then the punishment was very different depending
on whether that person was a party mm member or :
oot. Communists were really punished only if things
could not be covered up, he says.

G.Competence of leaders

Speaking of the secret police respondent says that
not skill but brutal terror characterized their
actlons, People simply Bad to choose between con-
fessing or suffering terriblyv, sometimes even
dying. He brings up an exampIe to 1llustrate
methods of the secret police: "It happened in 1954
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on Jews again saying, "Some Russian Jews and Hun-
garian Jews found each other inamity."

Speaking of the attitudes amdl actions of Russian
soldiers during the ® revolution ha says that he
saw five tanks coming over to the revolutionaries,
(Interviewre's note: see his account in the
chronologyy. That event tock place of October 25.)
After November 4 mpmunixefxthmxkxmmpz many of the
trﬂﬂ?E in combat did not spesk Russian and so
people could no longer communicate with them as
they did when they tried to persuade Russian
soldiers agaln and ag&in not to fight against
Hungarians,

Respondent only hear of but did not see or have
first hand information on Soviet soldiers becoming
part of the Hungarian revolution.

Speaking of brutality by Soviet soldiers he says,

"1 heard from very reliable neighbors who were thers
that on November 5 or % 6 Russians looted the state
grocery store sma at the corner of Rakosdi ut and
Kazinczy ut and than the Russian soldiers told
Hungarians to do the same and when they did they
fired at them, I hesrd similar stories from others
concerning Hungarians who were sent in to gmx such
stores to get things and when they came out they
were photographed."

E. #Bsmxn Government offidials

Respondent says kkmat thst there are very few govern-
ment officials who zre willing to forget rules and
help the people 1n trouble., But there were a few,
he says, because there wes no such law in Hungary
that could not be circumvented somehow. And he
volunteers information on his own experience: "
premlums were alsc ¥m due to such. There were other
workers just as good as 1 and some even better.
They receivedlow premiums because they were not on
such friendly terms wlth the foremzn as I was."

Speaking of the motives of the officials involved
he says, "Some had unselfish motives and some not
s0 ungelfish, In most cases the rezson wss that




guch acts in 1945 and '45 that, if one feels about
them, he has plenty of reason because of those events.™

Psked what he expected of the Russians before they
entered Huhgary says, "I expected nothing good.

The Russlan people themselves are good-mean people,
but they don't behave as they would like to because
they always act on orders, 1 expected nothing good
because in ISddxzndxii® 1942 and 43 I spent some
months in Russia and I had a notion how Russian
troops behaved.,”

Hls actual experiences included witnessing "Greatest
acts of savagery. They spared no children, no mothers,
no grandmothers."

fsked about changes in his attitude he says, "My
cepinion cannot change as long as they are directed
bK the leadership of the Communist ﬂa:ty because
they are always ordered to do bad things. The Red
army is an army deprived of mzmnmxm consclience,
They are robbed of their consclience and mmm cannot
be counted on as people with independent minds

and s feeling of moral responsibiiity.®

There were no changes in respondent's attitude
toward the Russian army since 1945,

Gpeallng of hils experiences with Russian troops
before the revolution respondent says that he
talked to quite a few of them mainly in 1945, but
also in '45 and '47, He found the older people
etill with remains of conscience, but the young
ones were completely contaminated by Stalinism
and the human way of thinking was killad in their
brains, He brings up an example to illustrate how
blinded they were thelr superlors and how they
actually believed them, =%% the nonsense they had
been taught abart Hungary and Hungarians.

He says that the relations between Hungariasns and
the pre-revolution occupation troops were very
limited. Sometimes people spoke to each other in
restaurents, but just a little. There was also
some singing done here and there, Anti-Semitic,as
he xewie revealed himself to be when he spoke of
the Jewish minority, he tries to put his finger




all were incompetent. The 'People's' atiorney was

the most vicious person who did his level best to

get people punished as severely as possible. The

People's Courts often judged on the basis of sym-

Ra Y for the asccused person or antipathy against
im.

Speaking of the war criminals he ssys,that he could
not judge their guilt, but he dEnows one thing, that
death sentenses were handed out wmy very easily and
to too many people.

C. The army

Speaking of the army he says. "Eighty per cent of
them sided with the Freddom Fighters. Part of them
handed over their arms and many even their uniforms
to Fresdom Fighters and then disappeared. Most of
them went home, Othexrs actively took part as Freedom
Fighters. amim Again, others stayed in their units
but refused to fire at Freedom Fighters ox do any-
thing against them."

Going into details, respondent cannot give any
concrete information...except for one example, that
a soldier came to him during the revelution and
asked him for civilian eiskxzl clothes so he could
go home to his town. Respondant puts Nhis opinion

to this information sating that the soldiers had

3 more precarious position than the =x civilians
and that they were afraid of the anger of the
people as well as the conseguences and this is

why some of them did not side with the revolution.

He 5a[u that ke was not surprised because "Vie knew
that the soldiers were sons of the people who R¥E
never belisved how easy they had it because they
experienced the regime themselves.”

D. Russian troops

When 1848 is mentioned to respondent he says,"Russians

did not defeat the Hungarlans in 1848 eithex. The
Hungarians laid down their arms because they knew
that they would be crushed by the combined forces

of Russia and Austria. But that was such a long time
ago that Hungarians have no haxd feelings against
Russians because of that. But Russians commitied
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the AVH. 95 per cent of the members of the regular
police were only looking for bread and butter, he
says. No doubt, he adds, that many of them shunned
work, but they quite decently serxrved in the police,
Others joined because they thought that their jobs,
which were not easy, would later be rewarded by x
pensions.

Afked whether Communism has affected the regular
olice system he says, "There was a great difference
Entwean he old and new police. There was much more
incompatancy among the new police, There were more
ignorant people who didn't know the regulstions.
And a great many mistakes were made,.smal On one
cccasion when I was in a tavern I heuxex overheard
2 policeman walking in with a friend and ssking
him whom he should arzest. If he had an enemy he
should just tell him and that em enemy might end
up in jeail., But I heard that there were numercus
s.mllar cases of encroachments, although in bhis
cage as well as In others the policeman might have
been an AVO member, because there were some AVO
meémbers using the uniform of the regular police.,"

W.th this Information given foluntarily, respondent
enswered the question concerning competency.of the
rTegular police. Talking about honesty he says, "Their
nonesty may not be trusted.,"

Speaking of their role during the revolution respondent
says, "More than 80 per cent of them changed to civilian
c.othes and many of these sided with the revolution,
Oihers wexre hidIng. Even more xmid tolerated having
thelr weapons taken awsy and some of them wm even

handed them over voluntarily, I certainly saw one

such example when a policeman handed over his arms

to the Freedom Fighters."

E. The courts

Speaking 6f the courts hefore 1945 he says," There was
no difference between rich and poor, The law was
obeyed and everyone knew that it had to be obeyed,
And it concerned rich and poor mgm equally.*®

Speaking of the People's Courts of 1945 and 1947
he explains, "They consisted of the most different,
but iIn one respect similar, people: BRaEname ly,



X11. THE APPARATUS OF FOWER

A, Secret police

Respondent says that there were all kinds of people
among the secret police, but "most of them were
criminals, bums, goldbricks, People who hated to
work, but wanted to enjoy tremendous power and w
weifzxex wealth, But there were very few decent
people even among those. The overwhelming majority
were sons of peassnts.”

Asked sbout personal experience, he sgys,"I knew
only two of them who lived in my home for a few
months in 1946 and 19%47. I rented a room to those
people who were from our town and, by then,l was
living in Budspest and I had a hard time finding
a place for them to live when they came to me, so
finally they ®xk stayed in my home., One of them
was & relative of mine, ThEI were good people who
were used only for guard duty. They had no special
assignments, %hny spoke about a terrific dixmiy
distrust in their own circle, They seid that the
AVH people just don't trust each other in any
respect and to any measure.,"

Completing the informstion on these two AVO people
respondent sutomatically answers the next guestion,
"They hated to be in the AVO and asked for transfer
to tgﬂ regular police. In 1948 they menasged, at
long last, to be kicked out of the AVO. Cne c¢f them
told me that he heard from a very clocsse friendfundd
{another AVO man) that he was present and saw when
g former csendor captain and his wife were both
tortured and their bablies head wss smited right
thexe in front of the parents. He sald that because
of such things he raallz detested that AVO and

was happy to hope that he would get out of it at
long 1321."

VWhen Hungary is independent respondent wishes xkzt
large scale investigations concerning the AVO and
"everyone should be judged as to his gquilt or merits.”

Speaking of the regulsr police respondent says that
the duties were completely different from those of




3§

Sd-M

He heard nothing of the Petofi Circle.

Respondent can give no information, let along opinion,
on this topic,
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humble members can be found in the Party. But,there
aye no decent leaders. Top leaders must realize that
they promote policies disastrous in their affects on
Party members as well as for the entire nation. They
must have guilty consciences;"

Top Hungarian Communists, he feels "should be tried
by court. I can't judge their guilt and so I cannot
suggest punishments.”

C. Opposition

Respondent says that since 90 per cent of the Hun-
garisn people rejected Communism, discontent was
very great and it always grew. Thus, he says, there
were conspiracies, smail and lasrge, from the be-
ginning. At the same time,he says, there was no
sehotage. People made mistakes and they were charged
with sabotage. Even slow-downs werxre impossible, He
sdds, if one suggested a slow-down he could get as
much as 15 to 20 yesrs imprisonment or even & death
sentense. There was a lot of compdaining among the
workers, he concludes, but not in the open.

When he is asked if opposition movemente occurred
more often during certain periods than others, he
explains that he did not observe when opposition
was particularly strong, but it seemed to him
that it wes always. But he volunteers more infor-
mation about complaining and punishments, saying
"Even strong criticism of merchandlse or com-
plaining about prices if mentloned in connectlion
with the democracy could easily result in intexnment.™
(Interviewre's note: I know well that the word
'democracy' is mentioned in English without the
definite article 'the', but I used it intentionally
this way in order to indicate that by Asimmmzxssyix
"the Democracy' the 'People's Democracy' 1s meant.
Most uneducated people would say most of the time
"the Democracy' instead of 'Pepple's Democracy.')
Respondent's only answer to inguiries sbout the
activities of the intellectuals is:"I don't know
much about them, I was too far away from anything
of that sort." Itﬂinrviawre's note: even after he
has been explained what is m actually meant, he
doesn't know more.)
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respondent says, "BO per cenit of them are criminals,
Eurglars, bums and murderexs. I heard about Gero,
that he even looted his own father's shop one night
&s a burglar. He lied that he burglarized it for

the Communist party.”

Speaking of their sims he says, "This is too difficult
¢ guestion. How should I know? Perhaps it 1s to weaken
cur country and to be absolute rulexrs of it."

Asked about their motivation respondent says," They
gre moved by Russlan orders.®

Fsked about thelr convictions he says, "I don't know.
They certsinly had sky-high salaries and their interests
tied them to Communism, I can't imagine that a learned
person is ceonvinced that Communism is a workable system,
Eut since they were tied to Communism it seems that it
worked like g whirlpool: you can't get out, you can

only get sucked in deeper."

Asked about Rajk xmixEmxmuxks he says, "He deserved
what he got, He bullt up the AVO, He deserved more
than a rope."

MNow respondent is prompted to elaborate on Communist
leaders in general, "They are a mob, a gang. No one
among them deserved the title 'Pafriot.T,nor the
word M 'Hungarian', Exmdrisiniyxhatedxmazxrexizyxhuk '
Ixamxingiinupxioxgunke I certainly hated the Arrow |
Cross party, but I'm inclined to guote Szalasi when '
Re sald just before he was hanged '"Deliver us, oh

Lord, from this mob, '™

Asked about Imre Nagy he says, "Hls person was too
controversial., His tlme was too short to judge.
Every big shot always msde nice promises in order
to get to high positions and then they differ in
whether or not they keep those promises. Most of
them don't."

Here is his ﬁer:uptinn of the differences of the
motives of the rank and file members and those of
the leadership: "It is the difference between heaven
gnd earth, What top leaders say ie not told to rank
snd file m members., They pretend only, Many decent,




2.

B, The Communist party aftdr 1948

Speaking of Communist party members respondent said
tﬂgt they fall into several groups. Some joined the
party because they were ipnorant of any political
party. Others knew something about political parties,
but they were miscuided. A third group zmmpxes lis
comprised of people who became party members for no
other reason but personal gains, And there is a very
small group, he ssys, which conslists of those who

are persuaded Communists.

Asked about contact with Party members he says that
there were z great many smong his co-workers and his
neighbors. But those were in, he says, for nothing
else but their Ziwekwhemsxy Riwk livlihood, and others
for personal gains,

He already described why they joined,

Asked sbout his views on their sttitudes Zmwaxsd toward
the Party he says, "Every party member is afraid of

the other and particularly the superiors, but they

are even afraid s® of themselves, Usually only their
wives dared to talk, They talked cnly among themseives
and their very trusted friends dared to criticlze

things in Party leadership. They just didn't like to
face up to things, They were not frank with themselves.”

Asked agbout changes in Party policies he gays that
they changed every week, even over night. Their entire
ogram has always been under complete mwexhwaXoverhaul,
e says. They just didn't have any thoughts or ideas
of lasting importance,--"1f one promise didn't work
they tried another, and if that falled they tried
another, and a xhxk third, and so forth.,"

Asked about differences within the Party he says,
"There was a lot of bickering. One day one,next day
another person went to oblivion, &z as a conseguence
of disagreements in Party leadership.”

Asked about Party morale he says; "My naive views are
these: The Communists did not know what te think orx
what to say. When something went wrong they looked
for a scapegost, to kill him éor what they had
committed together.”

Speaking of the top leaders of the Communist party,
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XI. THE POLITICAL LIFE

A. Before 1948

Respondent was completely disinterested in politics,
he says., He had only one desire, "to have decent wages
for decent work."

He was never & member of or bad particular sympathy
for a particular party.

Asked about party membership of other family members,
respondent says that two brothers became members of
the Communist party because thaz wented te receive land
in 1545, One of them resigned his membership in 1948
and the other in 1950 or 'Sl.

Respondent heard only bad things about Bela Kun and
the Communist pa:tx of 1218 and '19, One relative of
his was a Red soldler at that time and he was badly
beaten afterwsrds,but even that relative said that

he was blinded at that thk time and he would not have
supported that regime with his brain of today,

Fis attitudes toward the Communist partI during and
before the war are expressed in the following words
uttered with impish laughter h¥ respondent. These
words are the well-known and often quoted slogan of
the Hungarian anti-mg alcoholic league:

"It kills, makes one silly and gete one ints misery."

Asked about changes in these attlitudes sincs 1948

he says: "I told you about one relztive of mine who
had been badly beaten because he had been s Red sol-
dier in 1919. Well, this relative of mine said in
1948, "They ought to have killed me because I helped
Communism.' What thet relative acguired between 1919
and 1945,namely a nice family home and seversl acres
of land, was taken away from him, It happenad this
way: When there was & re~distribution of land he re-
ceived the same wgxsge acreage, but in a much poorer
soil, and he was very bitter sbout it and blew his
top and hurled insults at the Communist bosse= and
8s @ punishment for that he lost even those few
acres and his home, Well, his attitude ic more
understandable than mine, but m&m mine is just the
same,
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Respondent heard of s great many collectives belny dis-
solved, particularly on November 28th. those peonle, he sseys,
took adventage of the revolutione-- neonle who wanted to be
indenendent were bapny that they could cut themselves loose
from Holchozes. "Nobody knew for whom and for what he was
worlting on those collective farms."

in pn indenendent Hungapry ideally, resnondent saya: "The
land should belong to those who cultivate it. OSurolus land %
should belong to the state, and should e distributed to neonls
depending wpon how many ohildren thsy have or how efficlent
farmers they are. -- There sHould be no landlords and no church
estatesl" --
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Asked about his fellow worlers, he says that he cannot pen-
erallize btecause thsy differed s3 much Individuslly. There were
some among them who hed much less tralning, he saye, and others
bad good sxuerlence and were excellsnt.

He war o alsed countless tlvaes and hls work was well anrecl-
Etﬂd-

onea'ting of the Hungarian soclal sscurity and health i ‘surance
programes he says that svery worker had two weeks annusl nald
leave. But he says if one steyed several years on the job, he
recelved one day nlus to the two weeks leave, and later there was
& progresegive one dey added, so that at last & maximum veriod of
tho montha' leave came about for »eonle who event decades on ki
thelr jobs. -- He gays that health 1l-surance wes pretty well
organized, and that they had frse treatmest and had to pay only
B &ittlu for medicine. Lucky neonle had conseientlious dectors,
and other noonle who were not so lucky pot to not so consclentious
doctors. Hu says that doctors were also in working competitlon,
and that thouy were -ressed to be very striet t2 worlkters, anl not
plve them sick leuaves saczily.

Heé adda to this Information that blind and other severely
handleaoped veooles were forced to work because their comnensation
was not encugh. In thelr nlant, for i stance, thers were Je0nle
of 70 and Sver who were forced to work, Lecause otherwige they
would have starved. So, he says, old age commenmmation is not
sufi leoient.

s Apriculture

Reanoncent would not have -referred t2 1ivs In the country,
becanse he had no land, he says, antd he didn't like to worl for
others on & farm.

lie thinks that the agricultural wvoosulstlon had & better dlet.

He thinks that the genral standard of 1ivi g war higher in
e¢ltles beonusze workers had better clothing and becrter cultural
osportunities.

He thirke there was no diffsrsnce in thea noliticel situation
In elties or in r»aral srcasz.

‘hen ecllectlivization was introduced in Hungary, resnondent
"kmew thet 1t would result in misery and wouldn't work in Hungary."

His current oni-lon is thet it "won't W ever be okay. The
country will suffer mich and neonle will heve no incentive to vorlk
if 1t l& not thelr own.

He thirkes thers vwas no differcnce betwvesn vwell-to-do peasant
and the less well off whan 1%t cams to onnoslng collsctivizatione.
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For oork, he says, & hundrad to two hundrsd ngonle had to stand
in &8 quaue to get a llttle bit of 1t.

He knows of no difficultiss in getting standerd soare surta.
Aokkad what was in especlally short supoly, he says there

were no good razor btlades avallable, and the smugpgled blades were
very exnenslve. The sume 1ls trus abont nylon stockings, he esays.

Speaking of the Blsck Yarket, he saye anything could be
bought on the Bleck Market, but prices wers so high that lebor
wes not able to afford them.

He knows of no organlized Black Market.

EFfnkimexxmax ragaixs i aE s xnaidrgank e ke ko kR AN KX RTENE
Rixhaexthmxankhartrgd s oRerinrkemreyr s R s ER X O X EXE S

cggs were ten to tuenty osrcent more exvcensive %k on the
Glack Market than in‘*ths legal stores.

Askad about under the comter zsles, he says that in some
places the manager took merchandise home and sold it o the |
Blagk WMarket.

Raspondent thinks that Black Market ourchasing, but »artlou~
lerly salling, was dangercus.

D. Jiorking Conditlons

Respordent was & weldsr and a »slumbsr. Hs worked mainly in
the nlant in maintenance, but somnotimos the nlanl worked in the
city and In old bulldings they worked on revalyr and in iew they
did installation work.

Ha worked elght hours & day, and unfortunately, he eays, he
llved &5 far that he had to travel one and m half to and one and
& half hoiwrs from work. But he says that he had enough slesp,

He held that =articular job by cholee becausze hs 14i%ed 1t.

Fls relationa with cowor:era wers "ths basat.”

Els relations wilth his s ‘weriors were usually good, he says,

huttﬂumattman there was some dlsagresment and discontent on his
DAL s

He was not afrald of his gsanericrs and he felt at sace wilth
them.

He thinks that they wsre good old exnertes in thelr fields.

He was satlsfli¢d on the whole with his jJob.
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wages, and can make no orofit at all on elthsr agriculturs or
indue tﬂi

B:. Income
Respondent's monthly income was 1400 to 1600 forinte.

Some S0 vercent of his wages was dedusted for union duea,
loans, ato.

Asited about premiums and sxtra nay, he says that there was
no family allowancs for -eonle who had only one child as they had.
At times when he wmas able to achleve extraordinary results on his
Job, he received the following sremiums: 2% one vremium that
amounted to one half month's wapes. Another aeEmE promiom amount-
ing to the wages of one monthf. 4And on a third occasion, he re-
gelved two months wapges, snd he received onoce more g oramlum
smounting to the wages of one month. He wolunteers thls eonclusion:
"I recelved premliums only beecause my foremen were good friends,
and they drank with me. They aporecisted the fact that I was
generous in sharing my oremiums with them in the vay that I in-
fikm vited them to be my guissts in the taverns, and wa drank
often quite a bilt,"

Hekx had no secondary source of incoms.

His wife worksd three and a2 half days & wesk as a cleaning
woman, a&nd she was pald well. She received L0 forints for nalf
a day.

He recsived wage increases only on one occaslon, and that
emounted to 300 forints a month.

Cs« Prices

Respondent bought most of the food in state stores. There
were very few farm mearkets, he says, and nrices thers weren't
cheaper, but the quality wae usually better beozuese merchandise
waa fresher. Some of the lmﬁrchanﬂ{sa howsver, he says, was worse.
For instancs, sour cream, milk, butter snd lard were asually worse
then in state stores.

Soeakling of olothing, he says that he bought only one new

gult after the war in a state store. Utherwise, he bought second
nend sulta of American origin, which came in gift onarcels to other
oeonle, He bought those sults from orivats neonle from his Jewish
friends. He =ays that he got those sults for helf the -rice of a
new one, and the quality was much higher. If he added the tailor's
fee, then he got very good suits for the zame emount as in a etore,
which wae of a veéry voor ouslity.

Speakcing of the availabilliy of goocde, hs saya that the
sltuatlion was "territle” narticularly with meat snd gasdx 8gES.
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X. THL ECONOMIC LIFE
&. The Standard of Living
Asked how ke got along financially, resnondent says: "I

lived well c¢nough, as a worker should. I had decent clothing |
and food, but I couldn't save enything for my old age."

Snealking of his food, he saye that hls breakiast consisted
of raw bscon and bread, and elther beer or wine. He ate lunch
at the »olant caféteris, and that was mostly a good lunch, he
l:g:. and he ate suppsr at home and his wife cooked 1t mostly,
and that was also good.

opeaking of clothing, he says that he had usually four op
fivahuuital two of them were pood, 2nd two were actually working
clothes. |

Svweaking of houasing, he suyes that he had a "nice home." It
consiated of two rooms and & kitchen« There was no bathroom and
no pentry, which is almoet & "muat" with Hungarian homea. He
shared his %tollet with four other famlillea on the same floor.

Asked vhat he considered a luxury, he says: "Real good
suits whlch are oustom made of fine fabriecsy sending wife
more than once a year to the hairdresser; a gpod bleyels for

my boy.

Respondent had most dirfficulty with osroviding gocd food for
hie family.

Askad nbout changes in his standerd of living from what 1t
was before 1945, resnondent says that there was no esaentlial change
but food was harder to get. They sometimes had to stand In ocueue
for half a dey just to get 2 1lbs. of vork,

The bept years, so Jar as living standard 1s concerned, were
1946 end 1948, hs =ays, end from then on ev.rything Lecame a
1ittle worse quite gradually.

Sveaking of a fanlily which was better off than any other, he
says:t "I had one friend. His father was In Canade. He was single
and he recelved clothes from his father, and he could svend hie
income on food and housing. He even earned better momey than I
did, buft the eassentlal difference was that he regularly received
paroels from his father, and thus hle income was actuslly doubled,"”

"The living stendard sank in the last eight years because
what was oroduced 1in Hungery was taken to Soviet Russla, snd other
forelgn comtries under Scviet dominstion. Jnly rejeots rewained
in the country. "Before" it wae not 1ike thls, because the
country was abls to ge ite own oroducts rslatively freely =-
Hungary gets only so much as to be able %o -ay these minimum
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IX. MAJOR DISSATISFACTIONS AS FELT IN EV.RYDAY LIFm

A "The fact that we were relentlessly driven to work more

and move == thle terrible cousatition in work wex were forced

into. e always hesrd "You did it only in ten minutes; the other
fellow in seven."” -~ Peoonle grew exhansted, and many nervous
breakdowns resulted. Hospitels and inssne asylums were full. --

It worked like this: ¥hat I did in an hour befors the comdetitlons,
I was encowrsged to try to do the same in less time. And 1 was
told thet iTf I dAid it in less time, I would receive DONUSER ==
bonuses in such a wey that I recslved the same money for 11ty
minutes of work instead of sizty minutes., I liked thege comnetl-
tlons in the beginning, and moet of us did, because ons could
demonstrate what ons wes worth. -- The winnera were annoumcad,

and 1t was alao announced how much hipher onay they reculved.

But, after a few weelks, they rearranged the wagss. -- Peonle
worked themsslves to death, a4d they cuit dolng pood quallty

workt. == Thia, however, waes datected by the Communiat authorltliea
and they pleced guality checksrs svove ua. Thoss prslected an
awful lot of work and so the Communists cheated us in saversal

WAyB. ~- I didn't get much mors out of the work gormatltion than
the fact that I was declared "putetanding worker" on four occa-
sions.” -- (Interviewer's Note: Aaked what this rating "outstanding
worker" mctually meant, respondent comes un with this axolanation):
"here were four grades. The Tirst grade was "Stachenovite.”

Ths cecond degres was a "flvet rate worker." The third grade was
"bast vworker the r1a1ld" and the fourth grade was "outstanding
worksr in the fleld."

B. "The tremendous wmronapanda that sctually coveresd untrutis
and was meant to be a coverun for untraths, was certalnly very
arnoying. Bven more then that was the constent fear of the AVO,
Many neovle were interned without any anocarent rseason. Others
were besten up; others tortured. WNo contradletion was toleruated
in one's job or wherever."
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ehildren liked Communist lndootrination, but later on they found
1t boring and thought of Communiem only with hatred and dlsguat.
They cuite generally detested it."

Asked why indootrination faiisd, hs eays: "Youth hed eve
reason to hate Communism. The Comunists did the oppositeof wha
they snnouneed, and in many cases They dld sven worse than that, --
They acted as if they wanted to & »ersueds one that it wos xhiks
chicken stew they put on cne's XEX XMy
Enxkix dish, but 1t was only a very humble bean goup. I can't
better exnlalin this. The essence is thls: neople had to close
thelr eyes and shut their moutha. This goes only so I'ar, be=
causa nrt:r 4 while neonle get sick and tired of blindness and
muteness.,

asked whether youth wes sverp symoathstioc to Communism, he
exnlaina: "In the first few Joars, many of them liked Communiat
indoctrination, but later all of them found 1t poring and thought
of Communism only with hatred. dpen they recelvad advantages,
such as camps and trips, for nothing, they didn't know that their
varents xhad to oay ten and twenty fold for that. In sohools they
neard: "If you are studying well, we will take you to Lake Balaton.™
This 18 how they registered them in youth organizations, -- Ag
children grew and hesrd narents argue, and sven fight beeause of
diffioculties in oroviding the daily bread, when the realized the
profound noverty their families were In, ohildren thought that
it wes not right that varents had no money to buy gund clothing
for them. Children alsc heard from their parents that"befors"
parents had a much better chance to eke out a decent 1ivy .
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VIii. THE HUNGARIAN YOUTH
A. Definltion

Respondent defines youth se being between 16 and 26.
B. Ihe Part of Youth

These are resvondent's visws of thsir nart, and he volun-
teers the remsons at the zame time: "Youth had the greatest role
in every resvect, tecauss thsy also saw that even in higbher
echools there were disoriminations made as to cless origin, and
maninaaqld never get into colleges, and othera were kleked out,
Agaln, others reccived no good Jjobks after the commletion of their
etudies. Ewven youth had to suffer a lot of humiliations. =- They
alao aaw how bltterly their narents had to fight for their daily
braad.

Agked why It was the youth who took the lead, resvo:dent
says: "They wers full of ambitions. 01d nesovle realized that
it was imncesible for the revolution to supceed. But youth acted
on the sour of the moment. lothlng was »remedlteted and olanned."

Asked what older veopnls thought of the youth d wing the
revolution, he says: "They thought thal the many young neovnle
bled white and wculdn't win anyway. The oneg who knew Russian
méthods were reslipgned toc the imvmosalbllity of the revolution, but
thelr advice given to youth mame was ia vain. It was just like
a flood. WNothling could hold 1t up until 1t was exheusted and
haed to withdraw to its mx river basd. Wany verents warned thsir
children and relatlives, but in vain."

C. Lducatlonal System

Respondent could have only & notion of thse alementary
school, and he says khisxmEmmkxkkxzxx® about 1t that on the whols
they taught children ®¥mmx to read and to write, snd to tnow basle
things and arlthmetic pretty well. In fact, he says some of those
teachers taught with mors wodern methods and #mmg taught very well.
But, he says, they tried to stuff thelr innocent braine full of
political nonsense durlng Rakesi, of Stalin and other terrible
Communist nonsense. And he oertlcularly lashes out at them be-
ceuse of these thinge, and because of thelr hostlllty, at least
officially demonstrated hostility, touard religious instructions.

D. Indoctrfination

Soeaking of the reactlon of youth to Commuwiist indoctrina-
tion, he says: "In meny cases sensible children saw that Commun-
1sta didn't act the way they evoke. DPut in other cases, thare
were diRfxxmux differences of oopinion between narents and children,
and even among brothers and slstera. In the [irst few years many
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fighting, he eaye: "I didn't see one. At least, I didn't recog-
nlze one, 4&lthough I live In an area wWhere many Jews were reside-
ing."-- Probed ae to whether he heard from other neonle of Jewiah
partieination, he answers: "I heard only in Awsrica of such."

iihen he ie told that some peonle have sald that the Jews
do not want ar independent Hungary, Wa his peaction 1s: "I don't
know." -- iihen he L= told that some nsonle say that they were
afrald of pogroms, he agks what this word means. when it 1 exe
plained, he saysyxzumswkmt engrily: "They wers afraid, verhaons,
that thelr sins wers too great. y saw that Communism would
have been thrown over, and they would have been kicked out of
leading oosltlons. ~- No one of them would have Lesn hurt bee
cause he was a Jew. Trus, their vowerful influence would hava
been over for good, but just laws would have taken care that
nelther they nor Christians would be harmed w.thout the due
vrocess of law."
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But aopearances whre that when Christianlity was »ersscutsd, the
Jews held their Sebbaths in thoir synagogues, and thelr sguccoths
in their beck yerds undlsturbed. -- It 18 also true that there
were & Tow Rabbis jJalled."

Snasking of the ttitude of Jews toward Communlsm, he says:
"There were a great many Jews among those who vlayed outstanding
roles in Communism. Of course, therse were not only Jeaws among tha
lesders, but they were the orgarlzers. Uhristians wers usually 1in
geoondary roles. Down from Yinlsterial vositlons they held too
many intellectual and leading ~oaltlons -- for lnatance, in the
AVO, and the many Jewlsh leaders tool care of their kln; even
gafter thelr »rivate busineesss were conflscated they were glven
well paying jobs, and they wsra vlaced in high vositione in
ingtitutions of higher learning. Thers wers ExwE sxceptlons who
were not Party members. They were glven smallsyr positions only.
Yy wife went to some Jewish femilies to work as domestlc helv.
Thoee wero families who complained about their bad flinanclel
gltuation, #nd my wife saw that they wers very wslleto=do, == I
heard of many cases that Christlan »roorletors wsre tricked into
loaing everything when their gho9s wers confliescated, but I heard
of none in the case of Jewa."

Agked whether thelr attitude underwent changes, he seys! 1
"insecurity affected the Jews too. Their fixed salaries were not
as good X as thslr former income, and what they x had acqulred in "
pepaeseions was diminlshing In thes lest few yeara, and in vart :
thelr attitudeas towards Communism chenged, and many grew discontsnt.--
When they wesre freed in 1945 from the Ghetto, thay took In many
axizx cases a Russian soldier wiltn them, and went to a Chrlstian
home end sald that their posseasions had been stolen, vointing to
nieces of furniture and so0 on, and took those with them. If
that Chrlatian protested, he was arrested and interned, or who
knows whet hapmensd to him. -- Jews cams evan to my home to see
whaether I had something of theirs. -~ I overhead Jews s»eaking:
"Wa have now the reins in our hands. Ve musn't let them out of
our hends." -- Since in I¥kSxkiEmyxwamz 1944 and 1945 they wers
the martyrs, during Russlan ccouratlon and Communlsm they -ushed
their way back to good olacesa.”

Askad whether meny Jews were Communists, he saya:
"Winety vercent were Party mewbers. They wers aware thet other-
wise they couldnit get ahead. This 1s how they got into high
nogltlions. They werse greatly instr mental in organlzing the
entire Communist Party."”

Asked abput the mExkx attitudes and asotlons of Jeus
durlng the revolution, he says: "I saw none of them Iin the
etreats. You could find them in bas=emsnts and in othsr bullet-—
oproof places.”

ssked whether they were lnvolwved in dgaonstrations and
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. life, he volunteers: "I was rever in :hurch while T lived undepr
Communism, but I orayed, and I neld church taxes all right, so
ag to contribute to my toy's relligious education. I thought we
owed those few forints. After all, ws put those forints some-
times to much worse nlsces, -- Many neonle complained about thelir
having been badly hit by church texes durding the former reglme., --
My boy even went to the Catholic Church quite often. Well, I
thought they adore the same God in any church, and 1it's better if
he goes thers then to just the street. (Interviewer's Note: "The
strest" is a very lmp.rtant standard term for Hunperians, meaning
something quite bed 1if used in a context dealing with children.
Practically speaking, 1t means ohildpen who grow up without narent-
el care.) Here in Awerlca I went to chupch a feuw tlmes because
I vwas invited."

Ca The Role of Churchesg

Spealking of the relation betwsen church and state, resvondent
says: "This 1s & somewhat oolitical questlion. (Interviewer's Note:
The word "oolitical" means in such a context as much as "foxy".)

I thlnk churches are needed actually, but I neave my individual
convictions and oninions. Zut children shouldn't grow up like
farm enimals who are out in the nasture and are chased back by
the herdsmen only when they go into forbiiden areas.”" -- {Inter-
viewer's NHote: If resnondent found this nuestion "nolitloal," in
the gense of the word as I deseribed Just above, I am afrald I
will have to let him get away with an equally "nolitical™ answer,)

Asked sbout the role of churches in educatlon, he says:
"They tsach love for navente and fellow man, and ministers ere the
beat to pversuade children. OF coursge, 1t 1s best LI parente ale-
80 back them up.”

Askod about churches setting up moral codes and standards,
resoondent zays: "For minors, it is right to see only shimxmxxx
TH&EY good things, They see enough bad things in lifs. M™Man is

B inclined to do wrong anyway. “hy should he be shown bad sxaanles?
#fter mll, if you put & rotten annle into 8 bag, all apnles will
i £0 rotten. -- But spsaking of grownups, 1t is up to the individual

attitude. They know good from wrong, so 1f they want to po elther
way, that's thelr business."

Considering whether churches should take an adtive volitio-
al role, he says: "Politicians should do nolitics, and prissts
and ministers should be active in holding services and teaching
the lawe of sane moral life. A churchis vurity can be wreserved
only 1f it 1s not mixed with nolitlcking. Politloes are full of
shrewd tricks, snd the minute churchss get intoc that business,
they get fouled up, I am sure.,”

D. The JElilE Winuriti

. ~8ked whether the Jewlsh rellglon has alao been hurt by
Communism, he gays: "I really don't know, I couldn't decide.
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A. IHE Role of Rslilaion

"ihen church-going became forbldden, more peoole liked to
go. Thare wers sven veonle who were Cormunist Party members who
went to church. Thers wers many among them who hated to pay
® church taxss, but =2tl1l1l went to the servicea, I found most
churches orowded."

lie thinks that the relirlon herdeat hit was the Catholic ==
"werheps because 1t waz the e=trongest and largest churoh.”

Agked whother religion was a bulwark against Comsunism, he
gaya: "I /ind 1t hard to anmswer. I never pald much attontlon to
thess queetions. I know well that Communists hated religlon, end
particularly Catholicism. In part, also, besause chursohss had
ownsd s lot of land before."

B. Psrsonal Religious Lifs

Asked whether rallglon waes an imoortant fzctor in his life,
he says: "I think religion s very good, because it teaches
780ple pood morsl conduct, decency, honesty and resnect for thinge
to be respected.”

Comparing the role ef relipgion in his 14ife, endk In that
of hls folks, he says: "My father dled when I was & years elad,
and I didn't pay attentlion Lecasuse, as a farmhand, I had oractlically
no chance to go to chureh. «= I always beliaved 4n an invisibls
enlrit who is God, and when I wanted to do wrong, I thought of
hiim, and my consolence didn't nermit me to devinte much from the
Ten Commendments. Once in a whille, I sztole g 1littls, I lied a
little. But who is nerfect?! . . , My mother reed from the Eible
and orayed aloud every night. While I was still back home in
the famlly w and wees not on my own es a farmhand, I had to go to
church every Sunday. Yy mother certalnly taught me sll the good
things. BShe never said that I should go to the bar, but sowmetimes
I lost my way end ended up over there."-- R respondent .ays with
an imnleh smils.

Agkted whethser he 1s more or less religious than the aver-
age nerson, he answers: "No ons Imows what's 1in neonle inelds.
Yany veonls oretend; others don't rewsal their innermost convictions.”

(Interviewer's Note: 4As & matter of course, I am fully
awere of the {sct that thess lsst tws, and +1ite a few othep glues=
tlons, don't glve a yes or no straightforward srewer. Bit if this
interview Ie rather for at dying the -ersonality of resnondent than
to 8t idy objective facts, I think these guestlions should be very
reveallng and characteristlic of this man's personallty.)

Asked about his actual, conerete actoscty of his religlous
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thet he bad sided with the workers when things came uo for a
decision."

Asked what would hapnen to such s friendshin, resnondent

saye: "It dsrended on how well intentioned that fellow was who
became a Party member and a Party fuhetionary. If he was a
good fellow and rather helved the othere, frlendshin was not
affected. I!, however, he was a se€lflflsh psrson who became &
traltor to the cause of the others, neonle eried "turncoatl” -
I onite often scolded a coworker who had =ix chlldren and bee
came a Farty member ao as to have enough for his children:
"You rotten Communisti" == or, "You whore Communistl" -- fust
in the form of kidding. When we were 1n a better mood I old
him-of'ten "Little Commie, come onl"--There was no trouble with
such neonls 1f they were well meaning. They x certainly wers
and reminded me again and again to keen my big mouth shut,”

. Juvesllas Delinguency

"Thers were more cases of theft and burglary, and even mene-
slaughter than ever before. WMany of the young neovls stayed out
toc late and vidited bars. They stole culte & blt from the plants
wiere they were working. -- Some of them did caite tricky business.
For instancs, one group of such young neosle were dresse 1ike

emuloyess of the mimmryxsndxtmprzxitrtsxihexamiizsnx shop, and
they seld %o the nollceman "We're moving" and in order to win the
noliceman comoletely x over, they gave him several things with
the remark "Cet t'is. It's not In the inventory." And so they
comnletely burglariged a shop. Thae nolice never found them."

He mever heard the word hooligan.

Sneaking of the Jamoeocs, he says: "Those were called
youngaters who tried to imitate Awericen dress, Amerlcan dancas,
dmerican balrde (or, at least, as thay thought Awerizan dress,
dances and helrdo were), and they called girls the sime 1f they
bad horsetalls and danced with such boys. -- Jempeca somstimes
werc selzed by the pollce in dances, vers taken to po-ice heade
cuarters and were beaten 'm. Many veovnle thoupght that t 1s was
what they deserved, narticularly Communists said so.”

Golng into more detaile, rernordent says that most of them
arg between the age o! 16 and 22, and they re workers' ohildren.
And he gaye that there are many Jeus among thems =-- le says that
the number of Jamnece has been diminishing in the last few years,
and aven belore thers were never too many. Certainly, less than
one neroent of youth. -- In the last two years, the Communists
didn't care as much as they did before, he says, and 1t had no
garlous coneeouences if one was considersd & Jamvec.
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marriege actually merried those neonle with whom thsy had sexual
relaticns, ressondent ensweras: "Soeme 25 to 30 percent of sre-
marital relations ended irn the marrlage of those seonle."”

Asked about the role of vparents in courtezhin, engagement and
80 on, he says: "Parents could not Interfer in more case: than
nerhaps twenty out of one hundred, although 1t would have besen
quits necessary in o many cases.’

Asked about nrostitution under Communism, resvondent saya
that osrostitution wes abolished soms time 1n 'L5. -~ "The whores
were placed In variouns fislds of occumation =-- gopording to how
good Party members they became.”

Comparing the sexaal morallty of convinced Communists with
that of the average Hungarian, he comes up with this answer:
!Irnlnhlxt-:utlxttnt;xnlnxntﬂli:ﬁlnmlntutl:xnh:xtn:mi:txnix:hu:t
"I enoke to an old time, nersvaded Jommunist uho comwleined about
thiqgs -~ but vsually I didn't ¥mow whether one wes & convinced
Communist or not. -- There were teachinge in Lensilnism-Marxism
which encouraged Communlats to lead & moral life and to set a
good example to the rest of the nonulation. Of courss, it is
highly questlonable whsther or not they carried out this edvice,
and if they d41d, to what extent.”

C. Frisndshlp with Commumiate

Speaking of this tooie, resvondent says: "I had & brother-
in-law who had bsen an Arrow Oross mémber.(Interviewer's YNote:
The Hungarlian ro-Nazl Party wase paually called the Arrow~iross
Party bacause thuir carty emblem was a crosa that had arrow-shaped :
00ints.) This brother-in-law of mines =iws Lecams also a Sarty |
officlal -- (When I pot married In 1941 I had no home, and
brother-in-law suggested that I become = membar of ths warty to
recelve & Jewlsh home that had been evacnated. But I told him
that I never wanted to have sousbody elsels orovarty, and I
mani# rather accented a Job as a hmble janitor.) My brother-in-
law became an Arrow Crosa Party soldier. He was a nriscnar of
war In Rimslia for five yesrs, and when ha came home he beceme a
memter of the Communist Party. In ones or two yeare, he was "olkay".
He became aszslstant Town Counetil chalrmsn in a large village.
Later they found out that hs had been a Nazi. Thls haposped only
because opeooles dlscussed it withk him and dug uo his nas8t, bacause
he was so haughty and looked down uvon the voor peonle that much.-—-
I &lwaye felt a:rr% for him end reoroached him before for being
nro=-Hazl, snd now I revroached him agaln and agaln for being a
Cémmuniet Party membep.”

Aoked what 1n sueh s case would hapnen to the (risndehin,
he answors: "Here 1s anosther cese emong reletives wk uhioh 1s
g ‘ite aimilar to the ons Just quoted. That rslative of mins be-
came & GCommunist for 2 lerper alece of oread and butter, and for
a hunting lleense. =- Latsar he bacame a RX vlant Party Geeretary,
but was kicked out of IWEY BIURERIHYEFE because they found oub
his poeition,
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Asked whother eome familiss wers sble to hold on to the old
weys, resoondent says a definite yes, snd he goes on exnlaining:
"lue ones who had been noor befaore and who cherished indenenderice
and were stable In their convietiona could hold out agalnst any
Compunist attempt."

B. E!I Pﬂttﬂﬂﬂ

Soeaking of changes in marrliage and the way young neonle
court sach other, respondent says: "Youth had more freedom than
before. For inetance, the Commu ists said thet more oculture would
davelop 1f they had mors "cultural activities” and bs sure they
had a lot of them. These consisted mostly of dances. There wers
elso mnng amateur theatre grouvs in nlants under Communist snonsore
shin, and thsre was a lot of kissing behind the sesnes, and many
8 boy or girl didn't stop at kissing, but had oceasional extra-
merital relations with each other. OF courss, this was quite a
break with the past, when it was & scandel if onee in a while a
boy or a girl had sexual relations. =- In many cases, parente
didn't let the girls go to such "cultural getivitiss" which were
nainly practiced in the W.§¥.D.2.Z. (Interviewer's Notes M.N.D.S.Z.
18 the abbreviation for the "Democratlo Orgm ization of Hungarian
Women," a Communist organization fop womeng) and the
Freedom Fighters. (This was a para-military Communist organiza-
tion destined to #rain guerillies.) But 1f pawents ob jected, “arty
funotionaries and othsr groun lsaders made quite ol ten an iessue
out of 1t. Hence, parents were eractically helpless; at lsaat
moet of them. And if you think, in additlion, of the fact that
there were no rellgious 1nntruct1nnafl it 1s easy to ees that the
changes in youth were not favorable,

Soeeking of marriage, fhe says: "The engagement time was,
generally spesking, shortened. There were too many too quick
marrlages which ended in divoroce. There wmers more divorces in
Hungary than the country had ever ssen befors. In fect, the
divorce rate incremssd tureefold after 1945. Most engagements
lagted two, three, or four months, whereas in the past they
lasted usually a year, end oulte often ar engagement came about
only after cne year of acquaintsnce in the vast. Now everything
coanged, but not for the better, be supre, -- There was a wvery
dangerous slogan: "It {a a duty of a married woman to bear a
child, and 1% 1= a glory for a girl." This slogan could be read
on nosters In streetcars, in 0TI offices (Interviewer's Note: OTT
is the name of the State Health Insurance organizetion, waich now
functione as the main channel of soclalized medlieine.) You could

sse such posters 'n hosolitals, particularly in the maternity ward, ==

If a girl was knoocked up sad the naresnts beat ber, becausze they
;uantgd ber marstx Yitwy lomoral life, the narents nere heavlly
ined.

Saeaking of changes in sexual mora.ity, resoondent says;:
"Nowadays I think 60 percent of the girle are no longer virgins," --
#gked how many of thoee girls who lost thelr virginity btefore
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VI. TAWILY LI¥E UNDER COWMUNISW
£ Communist Effects

Soeaking of his own family, rssvondent says that when he
marrled he intended to have a family in which hs could enjoy
mutual ‘trust and helvfulness sc that they all could be hanny.

He wanted to be falthful to his wife and good to hils children,
and ralse them to be zood, law-ablding citizens who would be
bstter than thelr vparents in education, attltude and everythilng
else. He says that in the last ten years, so far as their own
family is concerned, sverythlng was okey, but he had difflculties
with the school, becsuss inatead of helning toward the same goal
they caused difficulties mainly by the faot that they didn't went
the child to receive rellglous Instructlons. He brings up that
one of the teachers talked to his wifa, telling her that 1t would
not be wise to let thelr boy recelve religlous inetructions.
Their family life comes closest to the second tyo. of the thres
families that are described; namely, the family that grew closer
together.

He doe=n't dare to glve an ertimate as to «hich of the three
tyoes comes closest to depserliing the average Hungarian famlly.

Speakling of how children wers brodght uv during the laat
ten ysars, he sxnlains: "Most narents couldn't afford to devcte
much attention to their chlldren, and yoa know that this was a
groat break with the past, When the greatest concern of a famlly
wag its children. The children now were literally ralsed on and
by the streets. -~ I saw many 8 woman go to work at 5 and 6 A.M.,
end I saw them taks one ohild in their arms, two lanking them
on althor slde, holding her skirt. Those chi'dren werse put 1in
alant nursearies and so-0alled children's homnes. But of course,
these things were not anything uekamily resembling an actusl
fanily home« =~ Children dild not a-oreclate the slituation. They
wers more looss, and if they did something wrong they got a
reprimand from the oolice. If that heprened, of ccurse the folka
were upset, snd a great nervous tension develooed Iin the family.”

XRespondent heard much about femilies which were much more
aifected than others.

Asked what hapoened in hie family, he says: "My orinciple
wag, the younger the chlld, the stricter 1 shoild be to hlm, s0
that later no renrimands be necessary, let alone beatlngas. I was
even striot with my wifs, and somstimes it heonened that I pgrew
so mad when I saw that my &k wife 43id not handle the situation
with the ohild all right, when I saw that she 1lst the chlld get
away with murder, I som tlmss grew 80 mad that I soanked the boy
a lot mors than I would have spanked him othervlse for his mis-
chief. And I 6¢l1l you, I let my wlfe have 1t too. I oculdn't
kelp 1t, I dldn't mean to, but I €cl) you frankly I hit her a
few times."
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. Ds Yavored Grouns

"Wembers of the Party enjoyed orlvileges even so far as
Jobs were concernsd.”

"There were mo other proups which could be singled out for
favored positions."
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heked whlch class was hardest hit, hjsa a: "Firat of all,
the intsllectuals who had been in better vositions under the
former regime. Secondly, the ones who weren't ready to sur-
rendsr, and 1t made 1little difference what those -eoole were
doing. XRewkmex Perhans noor neonle who were used to mlsery and
abuse weren't hit so hard as pocnle who kxdxikzum wers used to
petter living condltliona.”

Asked about the attltudes of vlasees to sach other, he
says: 'The general misery snd vpoverty incressed misunderstand-
ings. Many pessante thoyght thet industrial workers wers re-
sponeibls for their troublss, because they sunvorted Communism.
Wony oveasants actually believed that wost workers Wwere Teds, and
they also belleved that workere didn't make good lmnlements and
didn't work chesoly enough. -- Many workers were mlsled by Hed
sronagandiste, end thought that the oneapants wikkhix withbheld
thelr oroducts because they urnnted to hite nriceg. Red orona-
andists hated peassants bhecauss they didn't llsten to their lies.

he Reds actually kindled hatrsd of one clase against the other. --
Aristocracy (Interviewer's Hote: Asked whether he meant aristo-
cracy in the sense of the word ms he defined it before, namely,
Communist sristocracy, resvondent ®x lauprhed loudly and said that
of course that le what he meantx) wes hated by nlg groups of the
sooulatian. And the aristocrecy hated =1l the neools. They did
things at thelr own volitlon end casrlce.” s

Asked sbout changes in these attitudes, respondent saya:
"All layers of soclety exoent the Communist aristooracy, of cowrse,
found out during the revolition that they belongsd close togsther.
(Actually it was too late to find out, but it wee a great thing.)
Peasants donated food to the revolutlionists, and they wers un-
thinkably generous,”

¢. Soclal Ndvencement

Talking of the chences for an individusl to get shead in
Communist Hongery, he sayp: "Perty members end other veonla who
oretended to be adherents of the Party had 1t very good. They
could easlly bscome big shots. -- Talent nlayed a role in the
case of those who had formerly held nositions In Civil Service
jobs or in the management of industrial volants, only as long as
there was no Eaasimseommixaf trained renlacement of those neonle.
From thenx on, only Party affiliations counted, -- Among workers
the ¢ood ones were apireciated if they did:'t "see thlngs, hear
things snd say thinps.” Thet is to say, 1f they keot thelr
moutha shut.

Agked sbout soeisl mobility from '45 to the present, he
says: "There waan't much imoroyvement. Thore wes much exnecta-
tion and much was in the makirg, »erticularly 1n agriculturs, but
gince Imre Nagy was removed the laprovements made under hils reo-
gime oroved to be of only a temorary nebure.”
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V. SO0CIAL CLASF STRUCTMR-. AND ATTITUDES

i« Fanlly Baciground

Resnondent's father wes a farm hand on a l:rge ecatate. In
later years he was the carriage driver of one of the overseers
cn that large satate.

Nelther one of hie parents nor his wife or in-laws had any
nronsrty.

Both of his parents had only slx grades of elementary school.

B. BSoclsl Classes

This 1s raespondent's assessment of the soelal class strusturs
in Hungary: "An entirely new aristocracy has develoved, and 1t con-
slsts of former bumes and veddlers snd so on. The Communists oall
these neovle "worker category" but o fow of them wers real workers.

Most of them were thoss who hated to work. They were real goldbricks

I méan. == “Yost oeonle wers worksrs, and many of these workers had
bean Clvil Servants and other peonle of higher 1ntellectual stand-
ing under the former regime. -~ And there were a groat many veas-
ant8. == There were no industrialists or merchanta. In thsir
plaecss you could [ ind newly trained, trusted nersons of the Party,
regardless of their compstence. ~- Peonle who had held higher po-
sltlions before Communism were retained oanly as long as thers was
no replacemant for them."

Aaked about contacts with soclal groupns, he says: "Peonle
who were leaders in the former reglme, I mean intellectusls and
professlonals, bescane "declasesd” and even kind of "outlawed" and
they bhed to becone unskilled workers. But they assimilated wall
to the workers. I worked together with a former ambassador to
Turkey. For a while they out bim in interament camos; later they
out him in our olant to work. -- All of my relatives are peasants,
and I vislted them whsnever 1 was on leave, and most of the time
in the I'iret two years after the war, I worked at hume as a
veapant myself. The veapante wers =most onvressed. Since "democ-
racy"was introduced, they lost the incentive to work. Thelr
abllitles and their energles were overtaxed, and so they saw to
it thet they -roduced only a minimm. They hated Communism.

They certainly hated it, even though in the beginning qulite a

few of them hovwed that it would bring good changes. -- The Hungar-
lan worker is second to none. But they wers dlssatisfied, besoause
Communiem cnly promised them everything, and didn't ,1ve them any-
thing. So they slso wers snxious to producé only a minimum, ==
The upner layer of todayx's soclety 1s damaping the interests of
the oountry In a terrible way."

Agkef to what eclase he feels he belongs, he answers end smlles:

"1 am a proletarlan. I belong to the lowest of a2ll social strata."
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IV. EXPECTATIONS OF H=ELP FROM TEE #E3T DUORIVG THE RoVOLUTION

A "I nersonally exueoted nothing from the Vest. I thought
maktErs it would helon meterially, but thought that nothing muulﬂ
actually get to the ones who badly needed and deserved 1t."
[Intar?IEHEr'a Notes Respondent sunarently misumdersatood oy
gue=«tlon, and rafarraﬂ to charity.)-- Frobed whether he axnﬂnted
militery mexkix aseistance, arme, UN senctlons, he saye: "UN
sanoticone by all means, but I aleo ezxpected arme day after day.
Many of us did. We would heve liked to pet baszookas, and we
would have llked former Hunﬁarian rafugees wonld come. It was
alac rumorsd that Amerloan-Hungarians were on the way. I ger-
tainly honed that many would come, becsuse those relugeea have
much to mEmWEEX revay to Communism."

e formed his expectations on the basis of both rumore and
on the basis of his own logic, Lecsuse it seemed to him quits
natural thet the target of the greatast hatrsed and nropaganda
attacks of Soviet Ruasla, namely, the mlted States, would not
let down a partner in its fipght egainst Soviet domination.

He never came 1:to conteot with forelgners between Uctober 23
and the time of his sscape.
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This 1e his definition of the ones who didn't fight: "Those
were osople who had a pood living without much work."

Asked how they got arms, he says: "They veceived the first
arms from forces of law and order who were ordered to put down
the "rloting." I saw with my own neked eyes such caszes. == Oth er
Weapons were oantured from barrackexxxExkmxfomximxk end from
plants. Take for instance the Lamp Factory. -- Others siszed
weapona from the AVO."

Asked how the Freedom Fighters were orparized, he BRYS !
"I personally didn't belong to any unit, and I bet there wers
many of us "free lancers.” But I lmow that there were other
grouns which wers organized. I jfust don't lmow how."

Ce The Eﬂinzggigg

Reepandent already gave us detalls on how he snent the days
between the time of thse Soviet withdrawal and the tims of the
relnvasion.

#hen the Red army had begun lte retrsat, hHe thought: M"they
withdrew bscause they even started avecuating Russlan districts,
and the Hungarien peonls sald that they would not lay down arms
until the Rassiane withdrew."

He first heard that Ruselan withdrawal had been halted on
the 18t or the 2nd of November, but he heard it this way -- that
new trocoe had come to Hungary to securs free withdrawsl of the
others.

D. Cone an

Respondent doesn't think that on ths whole Hungary has galsed:
"Only misery, sorrow end want came out of the revolation. -- Thirty-
'ive thousand Hungariens are now hanny 4in the nited States, but
eight million are subject to most ruthless UEANEEESEX ODDression, ==
My versonal hapwiness isn't snough, and if you ask me what resualts
1t bad mentally, I would say bltterness, longing for revenge, and
craving for freedom even more than before,"”
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"Byt on the sseond and third day workers were preponderant. FPer-
haps half of them were men and helf women. Eut pserbaps thers were
more women on occasion.”

Aslted about thelr ages, he sald those rangad from & to 80.
Prossed ag to how o0ld most of them were, he says from 13 to 30.

Sneaking of the organizetion and leadershis of demonsira-
tions, he says that everything develovned just by chance. =~- "3mall
grouns orgenized themselves, and they swelled to hundreds and of'=-
ten to thousands. These demonstrations didn't falintly resembles
Aori1l lLith, May lst and gimiifer Communiet demonstrations, when
wazes deapendad upon narticination,”

B. The Fight

Spaaking of his feslings during fighting, resnondent saysi
" the firet few days, 1t wes my strong feeling that they would
learn tha leseon and would be eshamed and would leave. (Inter-
viewsr's Note: ERaxmsxmzxkhsxRxxxtmmzx¥ "They" means the Russlans.)
I knew vary clearly thut the Commumists were there only as long
as the Rusgisn soldlers wers backing them uv." -- Asked about
fear of consequencss, resnordent eays: "I hadx no tims to think
of fears. I had only one dsaire: o k11l sa many as nassible,
and to fight 1t out with as few se possible. -- Only hindeight
suggests that such considerations be welghed."

Asked sbout ths ovarall outcome in hile mind at that time,
he says: 'When the fight uniolded, I expected that & nsw govern-
ment would make pood for everything so fer commltted b: the
Communists, and would bring mbout & harmonious reglma.

Anzed gbout the povernment's callinmg for Russlan troovs, he
says: "First, when we had only ocounation troonex to opnoeEe the
revolution, we conld have liczed them sven though they were an
overwhelming force. Thoss Russlans would have surrendersd to us
or sven slded with ue, seeing the enthusimstle snd dedicatsd re-
sigtance." == In oconcloelor, he remarks:; "By the way, they
d1ldn't have %5 be called in, because they were in the country."

The demonstrations turned Into fighting, he thinks, "when
the firet dead were seen in the streets.”

"The fight could have bsen avolded 1f they hed not shot st
the degcnstrators, and partlicularly if the demands had been met,"
he adds tc his remarks,

Asked about revolutlonary slogans, he reijsrs to his state-
ment made above {(sub-chapter 4 of thls Chapter).
who
Asked who fought, he says: "All such singls peonle had
falth in man'a freedom and who could get armes Imxinmx intg‘thair
hande. Mcst of these fightera were students uwho wers ghlidren of
workers., "




"I bad no idea what would follow. Vhen I Joined tios demonstrators

. 0n the afternoon of Tuesday (Interviewer's Hote: October 2hth) I
had no idea yet that all of this would end in a bloody fight. I
could surmise something like thet all the less gince there were
pollcemsn standing in cara and watohling over the orowd. -- Students
came and reminded us to keep calm during the demonstrations, not
to loee our heads and not to shout annoy things &t the nolice-
men and the AVO, like "You dirty Communist" or "You dirty Jew".
They pleaded with us to keep our heads and to sveak of the metual
points of demsnde and grievences, not to hurl oeraonal insults
8t pesonle. The students suggested that we rather call such things
as "Russians go home" -- "Down with the Rakosi gover menti" --
"We need no dietatorshini™ -- "We want rights oromised the workers"--
"Lands should belong to people" -- "Ho swentehbosl" . "Peazants

- should not have their land taken evayl" -- "The ones who dessrve

1t should be punishedi™ -

* He Joined with e coworker. When he stepped out of the en=
trance of his plant, he had no ldea yet, btut then he hsard that
there wae 2 demonstration golng on, end he thought he would 1ilke
to see theat and to deo somethliog 1f possitie.

Asked whether hs wee afraid, here is his anawer: "The hell
I wap afraldl”

Asked whether he thought of nersonsal consequences, he aays;
"I had no idea, The demands were in the intereat of all of us.
But veople became irats when shocting started. I cared mbout no
nnnagg;:gnga axcent the oconseguences thaet the demands should be
fulfl .

His felt slated because he could say what he wanted and he
ssys that all peoole were the same, and even veonls looking out
of windowe apnlended.

Asked what he wanted the government t. do then, he says:
- "I hooed and trusted that a turn would follow end the Ruselans
would understand how hated they were and would withdraw. I ex-
vected the govermment to ses the paonle's ooint, and to carry
: out their demaida.”

Still nnankinﬁ of the same 5uhgﬂnt, and thinking now more
of himselfl veraonally, hs goes on: I meant not to live in cone
stant fear and I didn't want to raetlse my ¢hildren In fear of
authorities. [ wanted to raise them the way I wished. Tor ine
stance, I wentsd them to learn rellgion. And I wented mnskilled
murkﬁru to X earn much mwors, partioularly the ones who nad ehilde
I'én.

Ha eotually thought that the oSutcome would x be that the
demands of the neonle would bs met.

Sneakingz of the demonatrators, hs says: "Moast demonstrators
were from all walke of life. At filrst, most of them were =tudents,



II. MAJOR SALIENCE AND LARM UP CUsSTION

These ars the things resnondent holds most important for
Ameriocans to know: "{1? Above all, Americans should know what
the fate of the Hungarilan nation was in the years before the
revolution. If they knew all of thet, they sould ndge for
themselves and understand why and what bhaopensd. hey would
ses that 1t wes obvious thet 9eonle couldn't bear oppression
any longer. -- (2) It is nonsense tc say that Americans cone
tributed to the revelutlon. The vevolutlon started not as &
revolution, but the Reds made 1t one by thsir butchering of
demonstratoras. -- (3) The Hungarlan veoole should have heln

to clean Hunpary of the soum of the earth who have keot the
workers exvlolted for so many years. They need helo because
they can't fight alone apalnst the Red army. == (li) The
Hungarian oeonle will never rsconcile themselves to the regime
of the Reds. There are very few Hungarian familiss whieh have
not been hit by one or the other forms of terror in ths most
concrate cernse of the word.,"
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I asoke and my wife sald that eshe thought it wes thundering. I
went to the window, looked out, and saw = heavy artillery fire.
I out on the radio and I heard a cry for help which was reveated
in various languages. How I realized that dlsester was at our
doorsa.

"I wanted to get my riile which I had with that friend who
lived in the nelghborhood of Brody Sandor St. Wy wife and my
mother kept me bask, pleading with me that I should not exposs
myself to danger, and arguing with me that I wee still a8 wounded
and sick man. I stayed a2t home wuntll daylipht. A frlend lived |
In the same bullding =msm vherse we lived, and we listenddx to tha
radlo with kim, and suggested that [ stay and walt, But I
wasn't able to sit beck, and I »nersuaded him to come and look
around in the eity.

"We aotually went out and saw chacs, and realized what tragio |
conseguencss our trusting the Russlians had. We wers shocked into
reclizing hos we were cheated and we thought that the real fight
was just beginning.

"lie sav Russian tanks surrounding the bullding of the Parlia-
mént, and we gaw them orotecting the AVO headquarters near the
Vargret Bridge. WMy friend and I sew that we couldn't do anything
anymoreé. e had to give uv fighting. Filghting would have besen
gulcidal, we thought, and we went home. At home we llstaned to
Radlo Free Eurone and we heard on one of the brosdeasts: "Just
veraevere for thres or four more days. It is the Suez talks
that pregent the Tnited Nations from giving help to you, but
help will eventually be forthcoming." We bslleved this and
hopad, and imagined what e filerce flght 1t would be when the
UN trooms errived. -- Raxhakdersmilxkhisxamx

"Hext day I realiszed that I was ruming short of money, so
I decided to go to my bosses and to ask for my wages. (This was
Hovember Eth.% Yy boy wanted to come with me, so I took him with
mé. At some noints of the town we saw that there was atill great
resistance. At several noints we had toc dash over ths streets to
keen out of fire. But L1t vasn't easy to move around in the strsets.
fie left et 11 A.M, and were able to get homs only at 5 P.M. -— ONM
our way we observed how the Russlan tanks wers working. If one
received attack, it stood still, and nrobably it radioed others,
and soon & number of other tanks ocame. They surrounded that cer-
tain bullding end shellsd 1t Indiscrimirately. The fight I am
soeaiking of took olace at the corner of Kiraly St. and the Lenin
(Lenin Cirels, lWey, or Boulevard)." == Probed &= to whsathsr he
really recelved his wepes, resvondent angwers affirmatively.

"In the next two days (November 6th and 7th) tankas took up
positions at vointa of intersections and tried to control the
olty. But as we went aroumd bunting for food, we heard that
fighting was still golng on at various noints In the ecity. It
wae becoming hard to pget food, and there were long, long gueues
outside of tekery shopsa end grogery stores. I walked around in
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the wourded, and listening to thelr storles. This day I felt so
lousy that I stayed at the hosoltel all day. IT wes on that day
that it hepnened that AVO people ecsme, oretending that they were
Freedom Fighters, of course dresged in clvilian eclothes. They
1istensd to our veople and tool notss seorstly, apnarently so
that they oould revenge themselvees on the Freedom Fighters. We
learned only later when they left that they wsre AVO.

Y ¥now of one terrible cvonssguence of this AVO visit. =k
dmextamdzantyxizkax This whole story unfolded in %wo or three
deys. I learned this story from nursess who took me %C the
bulléing where the cornses wers 1lying, and they showed me Tour
corpses and told this: =-- Thres men and one glrl wers Frssdom
Pighters, and fought together. One of the men was ths flanoss
of the girl. It havnened right at the beglnning o the fight
that two brothers of the girl died heroes, end hsr flancee and
ghe still contlnued to fight, and her flances was a ix llason
between wvarious grouns of the I"reedom Fighters, and the girl
worked as & voluntery nurse. Vhen her fiances was wounded, the
azpulance in which he lay was fircd at by AVO, and the man died.
Within just a few days the girl herself was assassinated.”

(Intervicwer's Note: This sitory may well be Zam fiction, or

at loest pert of it may be fiotlon.. I am still gquoting it because

I think 1t is quite interesting to see such & sto, wkich is not

unusual among Hungarians, svery detsil of 1t still reflecting whe
@ old elassical ballad type z2torles. -- Of course, under circum-

stances prevalling in those daye, the story might be true. But

of aauraT, 1t might be just & series of coineldsnoces, even 1T it

is trus.

"The next two days (October 28th and 29th) [ didn't scout
much eround in town, but stayed most of the time in the hosoltal.
By then we had so many wounded thet the corrildors wers f'illead
with beds. I helped a great deal to et up new beds and to
clean the corridors. There wers some emnty roomg in the hoapltal
which ware belng redecorated, and we fillaed those also with beds.
¥We received our news through the woundsed who werse well enough to
talk about Fhings. lie learned from them that demonstrations were
st1ll golng on, and that armed Tighting was no longer so flerce,
that the batkle raged mostly around the Corvin Blook, and the
Killien Barracke, and the 3zabad Nev bullding. -- We were alao
told by the wounded that there were some Iuskmxx oeonle who
looted and thet.they were execated by the Fresdom Fighters. The
Freedom Fightere set up pguards to wateh law snd order.

"The next few days I =nent in the hosnitsel becsuse I was
too wealr to go around.

it was only on the evening of lovember 3rd that I left
the hospltal, sgain without permission, and went to see my family.
I soent that night from Kovembsr 3rd to Lth at homs, and we
taelked over things with my wife.

"it dwwmrxmx the dawn of Sunday (November Lth) my wife and

%



Ely~M I1r/7

ambulances hed been dsstroyed. K

"Next morning (Ootober 26th) I went agaln into the rooms
and shaved several of the wounded, snd talked to them meanwhile.
They told me about the fierce fight and I was so hao»y and »roud
to hear that our boys foucht vallantly, just ms I saw our soldlers
Tighting out in Soviet Russia.

"In the afterncon, I again left with my rifle, which I again
plcked up st that frisnd's house where I kept it hidden in the
cellar. I went to the streets and learnsd in a orowd that some
300 students were held at Andrassy Hkxéf Ave. 60. I went there
and found & large crowd of olviliens standing in front of the
bullding, snd I also saw many deserters among them. The crowd
xept swelling, and I think there were several thousend neonls.
They demanded that the prisoners he relaased, -- Semo nolicemenk
were ptanding In front of the bullding, and we had a herd time
keeplng back the crowd from attacking them, because many psople
suspected these noliceumen of being AVO members. Those policemsn
nleaded with the crowd and sald that they were olain, regulsr
vollce. After a while, we learned that the dalsgation that went
into the bullding to negotiate had also been captured. Now the
anger of the orowd grew even more, and thev wanted to storm the
bullding. But then five tanlts end sonie evmored cars of Feesdon
Fighters ceme and joined the orowd, and asurrounded the entire 4
block. These tanks lssued an uvltimatum to ﬁht:ltllit::s:t:t::il
Eukidimg the headquerters of this Andrassy Ave. 60 bullding,
that they release the priscners, and the ultimatum set & term of
ona hour.

"The hour was not over yet when the doors ovened, and indeed
more than 200 young students came out, =nd with them the delegatlon,
Half of the delegation who went to negotiate oame in front of these
200 prisonsrs, and half of them in the rear. I s&w one 7"0liceman
band over his pistol, saying that he wanted to go homa. The
erowd which was around this policeman assigned two versons to
accompany him, to protect him from the rest of the crowd.

"As these 200 studente mixed with the crowd, many of them
{ound thelr loved cnea and they told them and us who RE&Xibmw were
standing around that they had been keot without water and food
for two days. Ue wsre told thet most of them had been trioksd
into surrendering, with such tricks as letiing them into buildings
and then closing ths entrance doors and eirrounding the entire
bullding. This was one trick the AVO used. Another one was to
invite them to eat and to drink because they sald they were
fighting 80 long, and they certainly hadn't had anything to sat
or to drink, and took them to homes and thers they surrounded and
captured them.

"At nlght I was at the hosnital ggain,
"Next morning {(Oetober 27th) I eprain went around shaving
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between them, end I sew Hunpgerian Tlags on all of them. The
Fresdom Fighters with vwhom I satayed didn't believe the Russlana.
They thought they were only tricking them and ovened fire. They
didn't raturn fire, but out out thelir whits handhkerchlefas by the
hatchets. They stopved and got out of the tanks, and called the
demonatrators to go to them. A young lisutenant was their com~
mander. Psople who snoke Russien vent there, and the Russians
explalned that they didn't want to fight; they even sald taont
they 1likesd the Hungarlens to go and helo them to liberate Soviet
Russise from ovpression. VWhile these few peonle wers talk to
the lieutensnt, thare were volces in the erowd, "Kill theml" ==
But other more sober minded psonle told them to wait and ses how
they mads out. And indeed oeovle who talked to them answered:
"We don't kill them because they sre with us. You shouldn't
hurt theml™ -- Armed Freedom l'ighters led the Russians awaey, I
presume bto some noint whers vrisonsrs of war were collected.

"Wow thers mere sulte a few civilians who were eager to
get into the tanks, and fortunately encugh, there vere snough
veople €5 drive them. Peovlse shcuted to us that we shoald go
to tha Parliament because there was so much trouble. There was
great reslatance on the slde of the AVO. But there were not
enocugh veonle to handle the gups and the mechine gune in the
tanks, and eo when we got to Andrasey Souare, one person took
over pommandy tmtw: ovening the hatchet of hias tank, he atkad
women and ohildren to get off the tanks, and askked that only
men should stay who were not afrald of bullets. ==~ Ho ons
wanted to lsave the tank. (AT this noint in the interview 1t
turns out that respondent now snesks only of one tank because
the othere went thelr way, and @ldn't stay together.]) Ve
argusd for culte some tims. Ve even thought thaet the man
might be AVO: ™ie dorn't know esch otherli” we told bhim. Others
suggeated that we go to a Freodom Flghter unit headcouartsera, to
recelive sassignment. We at last agreed on this.

"I was also asked to leave bscause I was woundsd, and only
glx armed men raemained in the tank and I den't know whera they
went, but I oresume that they reslly went to & headquartersa of
the Freedonm Flghters.

"By then 1t was late afternoon. I went around the astrests
watching to see vhere shote came from, and I saw thoy usunlly
ceme from attles, and from there ehots were Tired at the demon-
strators. DBut thers wers othsr neools who watoched those gnots
from where they L{lred at the demonstrators, and several »eonle
with wesnone banded together to kill those who fired at the
neoples. I presume they were AV0 mem or peovle atteched to the
AVO,

711 night I sconted on the streetes. dhen it beocmms dark
I tock my rifle to the same hiding place and went back to the
boepitals When I was lylng 17 my bed T cbeerved the same as the
night bufore. YWounded after vwounded came, bubt now trucks and
cers wera uveed in nlsce of ambuliances, because by then severasl
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more and mors oeople came to the hospital, and consequently
neopls who were not too siok had to ¥ leeve sc that the#r beds
could bs turned over to the wounded.

"As I want home et about 2 PalMey I didn't find my wife or
my toy at bhomws, so I wented to go out to sese what wes going on
in town. == T had me% sn old revolver at bBome in hiding. I took
that with ma. WMothar aslked me not to go out, becauss shs saild
I was a slck nan becaues of the wound I had. But I went into the
streets, and I found crowds in & great many places. As tanks
came and saw ocrowds, they fired at them. -- I found more and more
people coming to the streets with all kinds of weanonsx -- youths,
mén, women, and there were trucks golng saround £w which wers roady
to oick uo neopls to go to olaces. I got on such a truck, and we
went to the Szabad Wer building, on the Elsha Lujee Square, at the
Rakoezl Eorut.

"A tremsndous crowd stormed the building of the Sbadad Neop.
Il felt too wealr and [ didn't take nart in dashing &t the building.
Soon AVO end Russian srmored cars and tarks came. A right started
with the AVO and the Huasizns sopeared toc be reluctant to 1 ht.
They seemed to drag their fest, because they could have fired at
the orowd and they didn't, only onee In a while. I slso Tired
all the rounds I had with me at the AVO, and after & wnlle I ran
out and I grew 80 med that I threw the pistol at them. —-

"Desperately anxlious to fight, I gok a Manlicher.(Interview=
er's Note: Time honored World War I and also World war II Hungerian
infantry riflo.) I got it from ke & 13 vear old boy who didn't
like the rifle hitting his shoulder. By then, darimess fell. It
was about 7 or B P.M., and I became too weal and felt that I had
Tever, so I roturned to the hosnital, end took my rifle with me
end hid it at & friend's houss who lived close ke to the hospital.
I Just couldn't take i1t home because there were tuo AVO men and
& Communiet f'ireman living in our building, and I was afraid of

them. Bgx§XK:

"By 9 PuM. I was in the hosvital and my wound was redreased.
I was given hell Dy the nurses for my "adventure." <= I glent
1ittle that night because I went down and again to see how they
brogght in the wounded in ambulances. I talkesd to the woundad
and I wasz eager to lesrn how the battle was etanding.

"When I pot un next morning (Oetober 2%5th) I went around to
ges and to bte’k Lo the wounded, and I thought that I could do
something goor for them by offering to shave them. IxhwiXMExerte
exkax I shaved seversl of ths wounded, going to 4different rooas.
L nresumed theat the barbers wouldn'% comes to the hosoital, and
I wee right. This 1s why I thought I could help them this WAY .

"When my wound wes dressed again I left the hosnital, apein
without vermiusion. It was ab.ut betwsen 2 and 4 P.M. that I '
want to the Lenin Square, taking my rifle with me, After & while
five Bunsslan tanke oame one after snothsr wlth conelderable distance
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I[¥I. C(HPONQLOGY OF PIRSONAL eEXPLiRILLNCES, ACTIONS, ATTITUDES
AND EXPECTATIONS DURING THE REVOLUTION

fpeaking of October 22and, resoondsnt says that he worked
at his Job and business was as usual.

Coeaking of October 23»d, he says that his job hsonened to
be clote to Brody Sandor St., and he worked aas usual uand nothing
in particular happened, but at nlght he saw demonstrators in the
ptreete, and he dldn't know what !t was ell sbout. Soc he went
to work to Brody 2% Sandor St. whers he sew a varticularly dshse
erowd, and he found out from peonle thet the orowd wanted Lo an-
nounce over the radio what thelr demands were. -- "Thers were
large crowda around the building, go that all we could do wa=s
mill and push sround with ths erowd, and yell that they should
open the doors and let the damands of the working peonle be an-
nouncec, =~ We atood there with wowxX empty hands and yslled
what vwe wanted them %o do. For a wnlle there wes ellence in the
bullding, but when they saw mcre and more peosle ¢ an
heard the many thousands shout ths same demands, the windows
onened, and teer gas grenades wers thrown out.

"It'e & terrible thing to bs in tear gas. One's yeves, nose
and mouth start running, end it 1s & biting, unnleasant feeling.
But still veonls rather coughed end wept and spaf, but they dia
not retreat. On the contrary, they brought tools, oiocks and axes
and wanted to break the door, -- Then I saw some military force,
perhaps AVO, came on trucks and shots were fired pot only above
the heads of the crowd but slso into the crowd, and then there
was a great confuslon among 72eovle. 1 wae among the firat to be
wounded. A xark shot hit my jaw and the bullet stayed in it.
it firat I put my hendkerchiof on the wound, =nd thouzht that: it
vesn't too bad, but later I declded to go to & hosnital.

"I went to the hospital of our distriot. I waes onerated on
and the bullet waa removed. -- At the hosoltel I saw several
gtudants badly wounded, and I was told that some of them died on
the way to the hosvital. That night I st&iad at the hospital,
and &ll night they brought in the wounded." -- (Interviewer's Note:
Knowing how generally Hungarians like to use absolute terms like
"all" I check on thle item and ask respondent how many wounded he
actaally couwnted in the hospital, end he says five.)

"All next day (October 2ith) I was supnossd to stuy at the
hospltal to receive further care, but I just couldn't sit tight
and I took off at 2 P.M. From then on I went to the hosoital
only for part of the day, and left sgain and again. Flypst the
doctors and the nurses ressnted this very much, but later they
got used to 1t. -- At the hosvital I ssw and heard much. |ie
11stened regularly to ths radlo and there wers different oninions
among %ss0nle. It was very hard to ses clearly because thare
were too many changse in the radle. Eub one thing was = 1re w=-
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These ars the things resnondent holds most important for
Ameriocans to know: "{1? Above all, Americans should know what
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to clean Hunpary of the soum of the earth who have keot the
workers exvlolted for so many years. They need helo because
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