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abardoned at the age of seventeen,

I think that emong the peasants snd indemtriel workees
parentel punishment ia ebandored scener than in the
middle class or intelligsentsias.

I don't think Communiam has brought any changes in
the kind of punishmant or at the age at which it ia
shndunad sbandoned,

I don't think the way children are punished in school
charged much under Cormmunism, Thare may have bean
leas physlecal punishment in the schools,but it waa
not entirely ebolished,

Charseteristic tralts which I value most 1in a

friand are loyalty,identity of views and prineciples,
relliability.

TR B END
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XX, CHILD RE/ARING AID DISCIPLIMNE

The most important things that s child should be
taught are to be honest,to be religlous,to be =
patriot,and to have respesct for other pesopls.

I think that all children should be disciplined,
nowsver physical punishemnt is permisasble only
at a very esrly ages when a ohild 1s unsble to
listen to reasocn.

I think there should be a difference between
the digciplining of boys ard that of girls,
Boys must be deslt with more vigorously,the
girls are more sensitive by nature.

As the children grow older,I think that their
diselplininzg should be based on logle and reascon,

I waa ten yeers old whsn I went to play football,
took off my coat amd forgot about.it, %1,9 coat
disappeabed, Vhen I went home,I was s panked by
my lather,

I don't think the punishment of ths children in

the fanily 12 asalgned to any one perent sxiyalons,

I think thet both perents punish the children de-
parding on which one catches them firast, I don't
think the sex,snge,or soclal c¢lass of the child
has anything to do with which parernt punishea him,
Parental punisiment under Communism has probably
become lens frequent due te the fact that both
pardnta wera compelled to work and hed leasa time
for thelr familjwmy

I think thet physicel punishment for boys is abandonsd

at the age of 12,for giris at the ege of 10, Bug,
sometimes sven a sixteen yeary old boy will get a
slap from hias fathsr or hother,

Punlahment,in general,for both boys and #lrls 1s




e

t, 63/X1X

kept them from passing them on or talking about
them, I do rot krow of any change in thias re-
spect durin~ the laat ten years,

I don't think that the Free Europe leaflsts
played any algnificant role in Hurmgery, Too
dm f'ew leaflata on too few occaslonayl have
been sent to Hungzary, However,I conslider
sending such leaflats to Hungery useful,be =~
cause warﬂ:hir% is useful which helpt to khkep
up the mporale of the people and strengthens
reagisteme to Communisam,

I do mot know of any apecisl role the leaflets
playsd in the Hungarisn revelutlion.

I think thet Hladio Free Europe should continue
dropping leaflets into Hungary,if for mo other
reason than to exasperaste the Communists,

I think that in these laafllets the intentions
of the Communista,ths Soviet exploltation of
Hungary Sagﬁs be stresassd,and they should also
contain/ to eonduct sabotege,

D, I think that ths purpose of sll Lroadcassting
skakisnax corporations and radic statlona is

to inform the pecple behind ths Iron Curtiin
about what 1s heppening in the world,and to
strenrthen thelr = resistance to Communists,

I do not krow of ary differerces in the in-
tentions of the verious broadessting organi-
sations.
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tany peopls were informed of évents at homs thru
only Radio Fres Europe and other broadcsating
atations,

I do mot believe that tedio Free Europe ard other
foreign redios helped to inecite the Hungerians by
promising Western help., I,myselfl, naver heard such
. promisea made,

T thirke that Redio Fres Europe should contimme 1its
Hungerlesn progrems inte Hungery, These programs sre
useful ard helped to inform the necple at home,

I think that ths most important would be to broad-
cast progrems of straight politicsl and sconomic
news and progrsms sbout 14fe in Burope and in UiS.
This in iteelf would be auffiecient propaganda
againat the Cormunista,

B, I have never heard of the initisls N, E.M.,nor
have I resd or heard about the Twelve Demands,

C. I saw an illegal leaflst shortly before the
ravolution., I do rmot know whather 1t was sent

by Fres Eurcps or not,nor de I remember the con-
tentas of the leaflat, I received it from a friend
who pieked 1t up in Budapest. I wes uxmXba unable
to pass it on becsuse I had to return it to the
peraon who had shown 1t to me.

I have haegrd about Frese Eurcpe lsaflets but thay
did rmot come into Hungary in suffielent number
to have any great effact, I hesrd about t hese
leaflets from friends,also,nometimes,the Hune
gerian newapepers and redio complained about

the U.S, gendinz leaflets into Hungery with the
ald of balloons,

T thirikc thet the risk involved in picking up
leaflets,keepinz them,or talking about them 1s
. muech greater than to listen or telk about radic
broadcasta. I think that bhis danger did not
deter people from pleking lsaflsts up,but it
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AIX. RUDIEICE REARTION TO RADIO AlD LEAFLETS

A, While T was in Hyngary T listened regularly to
the Hungarian btwroadecasta of ths B.®.0..ths R.F.E. :
theV,0.A.,and the French redio, Reception was bast
for the BEC programs. All programs were jammed ,
e8pacially tho Voice of Americe. 1 alsc sometinas
listenad tothe German programs of these rediocs,

I listenad to the almost every day. I disoussed
them with my frierds ard they imfxem 1nformed me
of' the rews whenever I was unable to listen.

I 1istenad to these broadeasts on my own redio
In the comparny of my family. We were careful to
lock doors amnd windows.

It wes dangerous to listen to forsign broadcasts
or to talk about them, Listening 1taalf was rot
connidered & orime,but 1t would aroused the sus-
pielons of the suthorities ard sometimes orne was
likely to lose his job, I do mot think this ds-
terred many people from listening to fomainx
foreign radlo broedecasts, Perhapa 1t deterrod them
only from epeaking sbout them, I do not know of
any changes in this respect,however,the few months
before the revolution everyone listemsd to them

openly,

These brosdcasts were very useful because they
apread hope smong the people at home. I preferred
the BEC programs because they were less biassed
ard more impartial, Also,becsuse reception was
better. The Hurgerian rews of Radio Pres Eureope
was sometimes very surprisingly scocurste ard
sometimes very inaccurate, London radio broad-
cested moatly events whish vecurred outside Hun-
gary. Its commentaries on MHungarien events wers,
however,very interesting,

It was impcseiblo to determine the mceuracy of
these broadcests. Ome could judge only the tons
of them,

Durire- ths revolution everyone elung to his radie
and listerned to forelgn brosdessting stations,
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Bafore 1948 I sympathised with the Hurgarian Small
Holders' perty.

I do mot krnow anything about the asetivities of the
Hungarian politicel partiez in exile.

I knew that politiocasl parties were belng revived
durlng the revelution, I alsec toock part in the
ravival of the Huncarlan Peasant party,whlech was
then called the Petofi perty. I epproved of the
activities of the flungarian political parties
during the revolution. It was necesaary tc pre-
para the free alectlons and shx form a govern-
mant which truly represanted the poople.

During the reveolutlon there wes no possibility of
the Hungariaen exils politicians returninz home,
They should heve returmed later and if the revelu-
ticn had succeeded,

B, I wish to return to Hungsry only if Communism
ia overthrown., Untll then I wsent my children to
jearn Hungsrian in ths U.3,
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Bala Fablan was an old member of the Hurgarian
parlisment, He wes very popular et home.

Govemor Horthy wes a breve man,a gentleman,but
not a statesmen. He was very oppcaed to the Ger-
mans.

T think that the political exliles who came to the
West befors 1956 tried to influerce the Western
goverment in favor of the Hungerian problem. Per-
haps they =§ were able to schleve aomething,but
undsr the exiating condithona,l don't think there
was much they could have doms, Exkhizk thakxihea
pakistentxext omahnxgrme x o hexiastx s fawaxT9Sb

I did not thirk of the Hungarien exlles durirg the
revolution,

C, I have mot krown arycna personally who left Shm

¥ Hungary after 1945 ard later returned, I think that
purpeose of the Communiat redefection campaigm was to
pot propaganda material to be used both abrosd and at
homs, The Commnists wanted to show the Western world

that peopla are happler im H . ngary than egbroad,and
they also wanted to show the people at home that
1ife in Hungary is better bocsuse everyons 1a re-
turning.

Tha people at home conslider thoze who returnsed to
te ertirely misled and to be pltied,

D, I think ths people at home should know how the
exiles gre larirg ard thet the exiles have rot been

dissppointed by what they fourd in the West. I think

that every exile should mow try to aazc-n his living
nard to tell the Amesricsn public what Yommunism isa
really like.,seni what caused the outbreak of the
Mingerian revolution.

I would 1ike to join an exile orpamization,but per-
haps later on., I would not mind if exiles who laft
Hurgary before us were also members of this organi-
ration,
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I thirk that the people who &t home ervy us.They
regret thet they did mot have the courage to risk
fleeing to the West, -

For smotional reasons such as patriotism, homesick-
nass,etc. I think that only JOR-50% of the people
there would leave Hurgary,il everyons were per-
mEt mitted to do so,

B, At home we knew that such Eung:rian politicians
as Tibor Eckhardt,Miklos Kalley,Bela Fabian,Fersnc
were in the U.5, and were sctive, We also
heerd that they had formed & sort of Hurgarien
goverrment in exile under the name of Hymparian

Nationsl Council. Its chairman is Bela Vargs.
But,we did rot know much about them nor thier
activities, We only knew that they exlsted,

Sime my arrival in the U.8. I have had mo con-
$act whatever with exile politiclans or political
organizations.

At home I knew that Bela Verge was a priest,a one-
time member of the Hungarian perliasment,end chalrman
of thes house,

T{bor Eckhardt was an oppositionary politician under
the Horthy regime. He is a very good patPlot and an
{ntelligent person and a clever politielan.

Paul Auer was & member of parliament ard leter
the Hurngarien !Minister to France. lle was a lawyer
{n Budepest and I very much enjoyed the political
erticlea hs wrote in the rawspspers,

Cherles Peyor was the Hurgarlan Bevan in the Soecisl
Demoeratic party.

I have great reppect for Miklos Kallay who,as Prime
Vinmster of Hurgery,did his best to evadas the Ger-
manNs,

Zoltan Pfeiffer and Istvan Berankovics are right-
wing politiciens who opposed She Comumists in 1948,
1 have an especially high regard for Barankovies.
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XVIII, ATTITUDES TOWARD EXILES AlD EXILE ACTIVITIES

A. The refugees who left Hungaery during and after
the October revolntion can be divided into two large
kx classea:Those who left for political reasons,ard
those who left for economic ressons,

The Freedom Flghters snd soldlers who took part
in the revolution fled Hungary for thelr lives,
The sBeme is true for the people who took an actlive
part in the demonstrations or helped to creats

the intellectusl ferment which led to the revolu-
tion,

The pecple who left Hungery for economie reasons
are those who were unable to support themselves
and their families in Hungery,who saw the future
entirely hopeless,arnd who had planmed to leave
years age but did not have the chance,

Most &W of the refugees comse from the TransDamblan
diatricta from aslong the Burnparlian-Austrign kmad
border. After that,most fm of them come from cuda-
pest and some from the district of Miskole,

Most of the refugees ars peassants,many middle-
cless persons,ard few ipdustrisl workers, The

vast majority are young people, I thirnk that both
ssxes are equally represented.

The perasons who stayed st home were aithsr t oo
old to come or had to remalin for family reascna,
that 1is,they had friends or relstives they had

to support and were unable to take with them, had
young children,or expectant mothere,etec, I am very
sorry for the people who remeined at home, On the
other hand,it is good that some of them remalned,
because the refugoes who left Hungary may never
raturn home again.

I knew people who had the charce to come Weat,but
did mot do so becsuse they wers Cormuniatba,
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My opinion of President Trumen 1s the asme as of
President Eissnhowar,

My opinionsof these statesmen hsve not changed in
the two weeks I1've been in America.

Mikoyan i1a & politbursau member who had been dropped
Trom power becmuse of his willingreaa to grant more
concessions at home arnd to thse West,

Nehru has regard only for his country.

I hops that Generalisaimo Chiang kel Shek will be
able to oust the Communistas frem Chinas,

Forenc Negy 1& a sympathetic polititian, I do rot
thirk thet he could have acted other then how he
did.

Preasldant Hoosdvelt's Torelpgn policy 18 the cause
of the Soviet's peratration ol Europs.

I have a very high regard for Chancellor Adenhguer.
He is = pruminnnt scientist ard en excellent statea-
man,

Stalin was & merciless hangmen,but no statesman.

I have no opinion st all about Molotov.

Ganeralissimo Frenco has ousted the Communist
from Spain. XIxdaxn

I do nmot krow much about Bevan, He ia one of the
legders of the British Labor Party.

Ehrushchev 18 a capable and slcillful stetesman,
Malerkov is & Stalinist,

Ollenhauer ,I think,will not differ with Adsnhauer
on vitelly important 1asues,

Churchill 13 the rreatest sztateaman of our tims,
Ha 48 the chief ideologist of the Western world,
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JWII.KFOWLEDGE OF AND ATTITIIDES TOWARD SELICTED
PERSOTALITIES

A.THIS is a very difficult question to answer, but
I thirk that probebly Karoly Hassay is best qusli-
fled for the kkikk title of the grestest living
Hungarian.

B, Since zh NoWember 4 I consider Imre Nagy an
hopeet Hungarlian end pat--iot.

Cardinal Mydzenty is a strong character,brave ani
has been eXxposed to brutel torture by the Cormuniata,
Fut,he's not a good noliticiamn.

Lazlo fajk is a scoundral,
Erno Gero is another secoundral,

Janos Kadar 1s alszo s scoundral,but I doubt if he
is normal,

I do rot know anything aboutt Genoral Kirsly, It
home ro ore knew of him.,

fona Kathly 1s s well intentioned Boeclasl Democretic
leader,

1 have great respect and admiretion for President
Efsenhower, He was the symbol of our liberation.
lia were not interested in his other quelities,

Secretary-General Hemmarskjold is s cepable diplo-
mat,but I em unable to understand his conduct in
cornection with the Hungarian situation.

Secrétary of State Dulles 1s very sympathetic, His
anti-Soviet poliey and seantiment are dear to every-
one,

I did mot like Prime Minlster Lden bscause in the 30's
as forelgn secretary he waes sgainst Hungary,
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War because ltll.llgtlla.x; atrategetically 1t was
importent to stop the “Yommuniste from cocupving
the sntire Forean peninsule, Since the lMungarian
revolution,l do mot bellieve that the 7.5, at the
time hed any ldealistic motives,

J. fAs long as the United lations lacks the physicsl
moans of asserting 1ts will thers car by mo lLiope
of settling differernces of Easat and West peacefully
thru the 17, N.

In 1956 the United lations should have talten the
same ectlon on Hungery that it took on the Sues.
The UN should have sent an international police
force to llungery to meintain ordsr,

1 do rot see eny poesibllities for affective UN
action on Hungery in the raaer fufture,
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compel the Russian govermment to answer before the
United Nations for the violation of the pesce treaty.

I think that the Unted States govermment should
gEive loans to Poland snd Yugoslavia, But,America
should not recognize the Kadar govermment,nor
give him any economic aid.

I have been in the U.S. only two weeks and my
views on these gex gquestions have not chenged.

I think that the psople at home would 1ike to
see more Weatern wvialtors,if for mo other reascon
than to complein to them. I have ro zpams special
cholece in visitora, The Western visitors should
¥z be told to be aware of the specisl guides
assigned to them by the Cormunist poverngmant.

The pecple at home would most certainly like to
sea more publications, However,I do rot think
that the Kadar povermment would permit the serd-
ing of Western publications to Hung by post.
The only posaible solution 18 to cend these
publications to the Yestern lemations in Buds-
pest erd have them distribute them cither by
mall or displayling them in the reesding rooms,
which they meintain, I think it would be a
good 1dee to have recert refugees associated
with auch setivities as the instructing of
prospective Western vialtors to llungary ard

the sending of publications., The people of
Hungary would realize that the refugees had

not forgotten them,

The purpcse of the Marshall Plan was to ¢ urb
expansion, Communism can thrive only in poverty
and want. Yor this resson ths United States,
through the Marshall Plan,wanted tc hslp the
disrupted economies of war-torn Europe. I do
not know of any politicel conditions attached
to Mershell loan grents,

The United States becams involved in the Korean
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I approve of German rearmement, The Germans are
very good solftlers and thers 1s mo question of
their feelings towerd the Soviet Union.

I do not think that the Weat German armed forces
are stronger or as strong es aither the Frerch
or British srmed forces, The length of military
gervice 1n Vest Germany is probskly two ysers,

There i1s mo question that the Aussian occcupation
of Hungary was more unpopular than the German
occupation during World War ITI. The Germans are
cultured people and both their officers and mm
men behaved much better and were well disciplined,
The only persons who regard the two occupationd
armles differently are the Jews, This can be
explained by the fact that the Russiens freed
them from exterminstion,

G, I waa very glaed to hear that NATO had bean
Tformed, I think 1t is necessary to curb [fussian
expansion in Europe, The Waraaw Pact was the
Rusalen snswer to NATO, However,it must not be
forgotten that thers is p basle differenca be-
twean the Ewo because the .ussisns esre virtually
oceupying the countriss of the Wersaw Pact,

I sympathize with the British Lebor Party., It =i
1s the prototype of the Social Democratic party.

I think that West Germany has the highest Btandard
of living ,Great Bxk Britain second,Italy third,
Gresce fourth,Egypt fifthd and Sovist Union sixth,

H, On my arrival to the United Statea I was im-
pressed by the great rumber cof cars ard the denss
trafllc averywhers,

I am very dissatisfied with the United States
forelgn pollioy in connection with esastern Europs.
The U,5. goverrmment should rrt let the Soviet
obliterats the Hungarlsn revelution from the
pages of history. The U.3. govermment should
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Tito are ulﬂ:ga influenced by political exligencies,
The Soviet Union did 1ts best to pateh up differ-
ences with ¥xx Tito, The Soviet poliey elso detsr-
mines Tito's relations to the other satsllite
countries,

I think that both Tito and the West ars trying to
got the sdvantage of the other, Tito's sttitude
toward the Hungerian ravolution was rurq sdmirable,
e not only acorned and criticized the ‘usaiansy
in their atteck on Hungary,but he alsoc geve rafuge
to Imre Nagy and to thousands of Hungarisn refugsas,

I think thet about 35% to L0Z of the people in
Yugoslgevia support Titoe. They do so rot out of
Communist cornvictions,but for netlonslistic
reasons, My impresaion of Yuposlavia 1s that -
conditiona there ¥ ars much worss than in Hun-
gery,but at least there is no =mpmx suppression
of nationalism. The Yugoaslavs are prokably proud
thet thely country has bocome a great power,

I formed my opinion on conditions in Yugoslavia
from the radio ard newapepers, I also had friedds
who fled from Yugoslevis and wrote to me Trom
Abyasinia.

I think that the Argho-French-Israslil sttack on
Egypt was justified, Nesser did not have any
right to nationalize the Suez Canml, Regrattebly,
aventa in Erypt had s treglec effect on the out-
come of they revolution in Hungsry, Ths Sues
Grisls served to distract the attentlion of the
Western world, Emsyfamxsha But for the Egypt
erisis the Soviet would have bshsved diffsrantly

in Hungery,

F. I think thaet the standard of living in West
Germany is very g% high,

1 do not thlnk that the Cermans &re dangerous and
Will provoke a thmt third world war,
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During the revolution I was disillusionsd because
I thought that the Poles would follow sult and
attack the Ruassians,
before
T thirk that even/Comulka's rises to powerd thsre
was conalderably more freedom in Poland thar in
Hungery. One must not forget that Poland was
trested as & victorious nation by the Soviet Union
after World War II, She had a positive advantage
ofer Hungasry there., The presense £a of Soviet
troops in Foland formally meent somgthing slse
then in Hungary., I think that the Poles had more
;ﬁiiginuu freedom e£ll elong then th8 Hungarians
ad,
a pleturs of
I was able to piece together/the situstion &n
Poland on the basis of whst I read in the Communist
press ard what I heard over foreign radios,

Iatill thirnk that Bungery has gained more by the
revolution, Hungary has rendered a greater ser-
vice to the world becsuse the Mungarien exampls
served to turn publie copinion sverywhere againat
the Soviet Union. It has won considerable %umﬂ
for Hungary everywhsre abroad,

D. Tito ard Yugoslevia have a small influence
on X3 eastern Europe and Hungary,

I do rot conaider Tito the originator of national
Commurdism. Besieally,Hitler's national socialism
was rational Communism. Also,Communism in Moscow
is netional Communiam,

Netional Communism can exist in Yugoslaevia if Tito
13 agble to kesp patrlotism at an intensely high
leavel, Patriotism and nationalism are getting out
of fsshion in Europe, For this resson % thinlkk that
nuational Communism can only be a temporary scolution,

Tito is very fortunate that he has no direect fron-
tiers with the Soviet Union. In khis way he can be
more independent of Soviet brand Comminism,.Other-
wise the relations between the Soviet Union and
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Of the countrles listed Polend is the most popular,

and Easst Germany second most. Poland is populsr be-

cause Polish-Hungrrien frierdship 1s traditionsl,

East Germany 1s po r beceuss of 1ts high culture, |

The lesst popular of the &ha &k Czechs and the

Rumendians,becsuse of their trestmert of Hurgarier
. mincrities,

If free slections were' to be held in these countries,
Cormmurisam would be overthrown in all,with the possible
exception of Yugoslavel, There Communism and enationalism
gre linked sc strongly together i1t would be slmoat
impessible to say whether Tite would remsin or be
defested,

0f the countries mentionsd,I think that East Ger-
many has the highest standard of living with Czecho-
slovekis second, Fumania and Bulgeriap have the

two lowest standardsgd of 1livrg.

C. I think that the orly resapn why a drastisc
gchangs has rot ocourrad 1n Poland 1s the present
Polish-German boundary. The Poles are efraid of
the Cermans ard this is why they have mot swept
avay Gomulks ard his goverment.

I have a very good opinlon of Gomulka, I think
that in & similar situation Gomulka would be=-
have emactly as Imrs Nagy behaved, I approve
of his poliey of gradusliam,

S5inoe my departure from Hungary my Impresaslon
is that Gomulkes has sufferred a considerable
set back., He ig forced to tow the Moscow lire
more thah before,

i There is no gquestion thet everts in Poland had
a declaive effects on everts in Hungsry. Tha
riota &n Poznan occurred st the time of the 20th
g Congreas, For this reascn the arntire incldert
was handled very csrefully., It was an sxample
later to be feollowed by thes Hungarlans,
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XVI, EVEITS OUTSIDE HUNGARY

A. I think there are falirly good chances of an
internal change in Ruasiaji which may lead to ths
1iberation of Hungary. I think that in the Sovist
Union many Soviet citizens are disillusioned with
Commimdam., This I have already experienced during
World War II., ‘ut,it must ot be forgotten that
Commurdsm and nationalism in the Soviat are identi-
cel, Easentislly,the Soviet Unlon is also & nationel
Communistic country.

I think thet changes in ths Soviet Unlon will probably
ocoeur thru graduagl liberation, ia will occur in

s comparatively short time end atill it will not be

a revolution.

I think that if free elections were to be held in
ths Soviet Union there would still remeln a strong
Communiat party,unless other parties would haves
the opportunity to crganize and to cempesign. In
this case probablyths Sowilal Democratic party
would come toy power,

1 thirlk thet the top lesders of the “oviet Union
are the perasonifications of Panslavimperizliam.
Their aim 185 to dominate the wopld. The Soviet
Communist leaders are trying to achieve today
what Pater the Great tried to do in the 1lé&th
century.

I do rot know what they are llke as individuals,
Their persona asre surroundsd by so much propaganda
that it 4s hardly posalble to outline the person
hims¥af himself, “or example,on the basls of what
I beerd amd read I Tormed sn entirely felse ple-
tures of Stalin,

The only differsrce betwsen the :lussian and Hun-
gerian Commanist lesdership 1s that the ussians
are patriots,whsreas the Hungarian Communiats are
closar to Marxiam then the Hussiasns themselves,




&1 53-M

Be L8/

bother to check how many of my 1400 books wers on
the index, There were ome or two which I hid,but
the othera remained on my book atand. We talked
- sbout such books with friends., I loared mauy of

mirné to them,ard received booka from them in turn
The books which had been surrerdered to the
asuthorities efter the 1index was published woere
usod for paper mamfacturing.
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I resnd the newspapers falrly eerefully, I only
omitted the Party news, Whet I read 1 accepted
only conditionally, I was always saarching for
tha purpose behind the srticle. Theg question
as always 'Vhy did the Communists write this?!
only thing ons could balieve uncondltion-
aelly waa the sports news e&rd perhaps ths radio
program, The Communlst nswapaper editors had
m moral inhibitions, All they cered about was
the instructicns they receivaed from the Party.
What they wrote about events outside of Hungary,
espescially about the political alms and purposes
of the VWestern states,could not be belleved at

all,

What I read in the Hungarian newspapers I was
gble to use sas & basis of compsrison when I
listensd to the foraign radio broadomats, Some-
times we were alsc gble to resd in between the
lines,

Neither I nor iy friends resd smy publications
from the Soviet Unicn or the sstellite countriss,
including Yugoslevia, Such publications were
avalilable in Budspest,st mewastands,but I am
not certain about the Yupgoslav publications,

Western Communist and Socielist newspapers
were available in Hungary, For example, 'Lettres
Frencalses', 'l'Fumanite', "Volksblatt', 'Dally
Worker!,and others, Somstimea I purchaesed srd
read them, For ebout six months in 1951 I re-
ceived regularly 'Die Presse'! from friends in
fustrlia by mail,

The only 1llegal publications which wse read in
Hurgary were mamscripts of sntl-Communist poemas
or nowels, These wers never printed,

Prectically all of tha Western best sellers were
pleced on ths index by the Communiste, I did mnot
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Mra, Rekosi was also pressnt, She drari some tea
and ste some sandwiches and cakes., After midnipght
my boss wss rudely awakensd by the AVH and ¢t sken
to "H hesdqusrters for questioning., It turned
out that that mipht Mrs, ilakosi had diarrhes,and
the AVH immediately conducted en investigation

to determine whether or not she had beon poisoned,
It turn;d out that she nsuxksaxmmaky had esten
too mueh,

B, During the pest ten years I received most of

my information from foreign radioc breadcasts ard
from the Hurgarian Communist newspapers, My most
important scurce of informatlon was the foreign

radio broadcasts,.

C, ¥ I recaivad very 1little mews by word of mouth,
moatly accounts of radio broadcests which I was
unable to listfen to personallyy.

I received such rews by word of mouth from my
collespues and friends., There were persons who
were inolined to exapggerste end Iinclude som®
wishful thinking in the mnewa, Put,in ganeral,
the accounts of foreign radio broadcoasts weare
acourats,

D, Before and during tha wer I regularly read the
two Hungerian dallies,msp=nisXixx 'Pestl Hirlap#
and 'Uj Nemzedek'., I also subserlbed to the Hun-
garian magazines 'Hid','Uj ldok',and "Magyar Nemzet'.
I elso read many books, At thet time I was mostly
interssted in fiction. I read Cerman end French
novela in originsl. Befors the wer and in the first
steges of the wer,T was satisfied wlth the books
which were awallable st thet time, Toward the erd
of the war there wers restrictions which must be
considered natural bocsuss of the war,

After 1945 I repulariy reed the 'Szabad Nep' erd
also the "Magyar Nemsget'. I slso subscribed to
two Catholic weekly rewspapers,'Uj Ember'end'Vigilia'
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X¥, THE FORMATION OF PUBLIC OPINION

‘A, We hegrd about Khrushchev's segrset spsech at

the 20th Congress in the llungarian broadcasts of

the forelgn radlos. Some of 1%t leaked out even in the
Cormunistg newspepers, At that time,ws wers over-
Joyed and hoped that it would mean s change in

our lives as well,

At home we heard about Senator MeCarthy and the
Un-fmericean Activities Committée, The Hungarian
Communlst newspapers wrote wvery sharply about
both, From the infuriation of the Communists,we
judéged that Senator MeCarthy and his Cormittes
ware doing sxcellent work,

We heard about Peron's downfsll;even the Hun-
marian newspapers mentioned i1t., But,we wers not
much interested in eventa in far-off So. America,.

Befcre the revolution we had heard rumors about
Rakosi's private 1ife, We knew that he was 1living
in & villa in great luxury, The ¥®rade Union pre-
sented him with a privete swimming pool. The com-
any which I worked for at the time built 1t,. I
met his wife seversl timsas, ¥rs, [Rskosi was an
mEtmax emeteur artlst and recelved several awerds
for painting cups erd = ssucers, She came in
person to collect the money in the Council of
Industriasl Arts, The priges she rageived raver
exceadad 2000 to 3000 forinta. She alweys came
with s body-guard,s man named QCergely .

(Incidently, tha ft:ﬂww:uur f this man,Vilma 0O
hae an exclusive millinery shop in *~udapest Bnd BaX Sraex
do#s much business with the diplomatie corps,)

She 18 a quiet woman who spesks Mungerian with

a slight accent, She 1s very ugly and bow-lagged,
On ons occaslon there was & amall recepticon In
honor of the winners of the swards,
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Once or twiecs at home we spoke of plans for a
federation of the Damubien states,but such ideas
gre obseleto becsuse a formation of s Unlted States
of Ewrope is more probably. However,I think 1¢
would be poasible to form s federation of Damibian
states and I wonld accept Austria,Czechoslovakls,
Rumani a,Yugoslavia,as members. I would Isxm inslist,
however, that Sub-Carpathian &3 Ukranle, the
territory uhiu%i once belonged to Hungary,should
be plaeced under Hungerien publle adminiztration,
Czechoalovaltia hea ceded all ripghts to this
territory to the Soviet Union. a is the only
place where the Zoviet Union has a foothold 1in
the Great Mungarian Base beyond the Karpathisn
Mountains.

I thirikc the people ot home would welcome the
ides of & Parmubian fedoerstion.

I do not Bind Bungery's present borders acceptabls,
I would want Hungary to regain all her territoriea
which shes lost after World Wer II, It would be
impoasible to regain those loat after World War I.
Such territorial changes,however,could be sshatwss
achisved on the basis ol peaceful negotiationa.

I em very much soncermad sbout the fate ol the
Hungarian mirority in the neighboring countries,
Thers 418 mothing much that cen be dons mow. If

the Unlted letions hes any sub-comrittes desling
with minorities,the fate of the Hungerian minoritles
in the bordering countries should be drawn to

the attentlon of thla committes,

Thess problema sre very #ital for every Hungarien,
although et present at home they are outwhighad by
problems even mors urgent ard importarnt.
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Govermment owned industriea have no competition
and for this peason ther 1s a lack in their de-
velopment, I favor only the naticnalization of

the transportation facllitles ard of the heavy

industry,but not of tha light industry,

In Bungary agricultursl resteictions should be
gbolished, The compulsory delivery of crops has
already been abolished by the Kadar regims.The
peasants should be allowsd to market thier crops
freely. The governgment should promote sgriculfiure
insatructions, research,ard animal breeding.

1 think the maximum 1imit of land aryons person
or family may own should be emtablished at y¥ 200
yokes, This 1s sufficient tc support one famlly,

If I were to choose between a democracy insuring
no acceptable standerd of living and e dictator-
ghip with a guaranteed f£ym leir stardard of living,
I would,without hesitatioh,chocss democracy. In
Hungary I did not mind eating meat only once a
week,but I missed very much ths freedom of the
press and opinion,

The outlawing of the Communist party in sn independent
Hungary would bs incompatible with true democracy.

€. The ideal international situstion for Iangary
would be e neutrelity like thet of Austriae, Ihls
bars military alliances with eny natlon. Tdeally
Hungery should conduct diplomatic relestions with
the Soviet Tmion,cultural relastions in as much as
they do not ssrve any propaganda purposges, and

economioc relations, t,on the bsais of equallity.

T™e same 13 trus about relations with the reigh-
boring satellite countries,

Hangery should maintain close cultural,economic,
ard diplomatic tiea with The United States ard
other western European countries,
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XIV.S50CI AL, POLITICAL, 1D ECONOMIC IDEOLOGY

mﬂ would 1like to see a true democracy 1n Hungary,
no restrictiona on sconomle 1ife and with very
11ttle guldance from the goverment in agriculture
anrd industry,

B, I think that Mungary should place smphasis on
industry end not agriculture, In a short time,
Hurgarian agriculturs will be unable to support
the people of Hungary. A substantial incresse in
nstional incoms cen be expected only throu~h the
development of industry,

I think that emphasis should be pleced on light
industry, The raw meterials and the resources
nesessary for the 1gght industry are aevellable

in Hungary., But,this xsk does not mean thst the
antire heavy industry should be dismantled ard
discontimied, What already exists 1ln Hungary should
be contimed and developed. I think the Hungarian
alumimm prd chemicel industrles have s promiesing
future,

I favor only the nationalization of the ksy induatry,
thet is the transportation facilities and the iron
and steel industry.

A1l other nationalized entserprises chould be placed
beck into private cwnership once Hungary gaeins ner
independernce,

In an irdepondent Hungary,the farm cooperatives and
the goverrment Terms should be disdlved, 1T the
Hungerian peasantry wishes to form cooperatives,it
should be allowed tc do so,but only along Scandanavian
1lipes,
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delay in foreins a show-down with the Soviet Urnion
ia very dangerous in itself,end it may mean thet
The United States ard the weatern world will be
defented by the Sovist,

I do not balieve that measurses other than war will
be sffective, However,there is some hope that in-
ternsl changes may occur in the Sovist Undon,

B. During the past eight or ten years the people
in Hungary were constantly hoping that the Weatern
world would be able, by economic and @fpmxdiplomatic
presaure,force the Soviet Union to withdraw from
satellite countries, Buman nature is baalcally
optimistic;there was s lways someathing to hope for.
re ware slight lapses,as,for exarple,whan the
forean War ended in a stalematse. Had we not been
constantly optimistic we would have committed
sulcids long ago.




53-M
t,

Lo/X111

XI11. ASSESSMENT OF FUTURE PROSPEETS FOR HUNGARY

A. I think the gensrsl trend in Europsan polley 1s
towerd a United States of Europe,of which Hungsry
will also be a member,

For the time being resistance will continus in
Hungary. The Communist goverrmemnt will have great
difficulty with the industrisl workers end their
reluctance to work, The Kedar govermment will

last for sbout a year in aell, Who will succedd
him will depend largely on the course of world
political eventa, 1 don't think that Kadar pgovern-
mont Will revert back to the Stalinist l1ine, Kedar
will probably malke conceasions;minor concessions
which will abolish the measures which effect hhe
Hungarian national pride,

The Soviet Union will continue £x its stomic re-
search and rearmment, It will make concessalons
end be conclliastory only if she is uneble to keep
up with The United Statea in stomic armmment ard
in the economiec race,

There ia a slight possibility that the Soviat
students and other dissatisfled elementa will
follow the Hungarian sXample.

War between The Hmkx United States and the Svwéet
Urden 18 very possible, It will ccour when the
United States is willing to undertake such a wer,
I do mot share the worries and concern of the
newspapera and statesmen, I am certaln that atomic
warfeare will be abolished completely. Just as in
Vorld tar 1IXI ges was not used,atomie weapona will
ot be used in VWorld Wer III+ 1 peracnally am not
in favor of war,bhut I think that the mejority of
the people at home,in their biltternssas,are willing
to risk even the denpgers of an atomic war, The

r
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top army officers. On one occaslon we were being

persuaded to geoept ranikts of reserve officers In |
the Hungarisn Communist army. We were addressed |
by the most unintelligent officer in the Hun-

garian army. He must have been & farm hand not

long ego. The mere fact that such a man was assigned
te address us reflects upon the Intellgénce of his
superiora also.

I havse besn unable to form an opinion on thes
intelligence arsl &fficlency of the Soviet army
lesdershdp.

In Hungarien public administration there were

many intelligent top officilels despite the fact
that they had comperatively little practice in
public administration. Such pesople as the Miniater
of Education Joxssefl Darvas,and his under-secretary
Erno Mihalyfi,wers extremely intelllipgent peopla,
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I knew that there were Russian army officers in
the Hungarian Ministry for Defense and in the
Minlstry for Heavy Industry,but I had no contact
whatever with Russisns after 1945, The Russiaen
officers in Hungary were inatructed toc wear
eivilian clothea,

I had practically mo contact with Hussians before,
during and sfterths revolutlion, I do mot know any-
thing sbout thsir conduct or their mentality,

E. Sometimes there were officlels who were willing
to halp pecple in trouble, For example,there was

a top offiecisl in the Ministry for Lducatlon who
saved ome of my friends from kiam Minﬁ fired, The
friend,who hed a large family,hsd aristoaratic
relatives, This officlel Intervened in my friends
behalfl voluntarily and probably becesuse my friend
had a very large family.

F. It was poasible to schieve almost anything in
Hungary 4if one had contadt,influential friends,
or resorted to beibes, For example,l know of a
friend who was able to smuggle out of Hungary
thirteen certury ert treasures by bribing the
customs officiels, It was possible to use the
intervention of friends Iin getting Joba or to

be assirned to a more lucrative Job, However,

it was impossible to bribe anyone in the AVH

or in the Communist perty.

I do not know what heppened to people or officials
glving or accepting bribes, Such things were ot
published in the papers,

G, I think that the topd officera in the AVH wsre
not very intelligent, They were stubbornly conaistent
end were held er atrict diacipline,
dﬂ .
I/#m not have s very high opinion of the intelligence
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traveling by train in the same compertment with
four or five enliasted men who were roling home
for leave, I waes in eivilian clothes and they
did not know me, One of them gmve & big sigh
and seld,'If only we could be sitting in a com-
fortable prifsonsr-of-war cemp.'

(The rest of this sub-section 18 rot epplicalbe
as respondent did not serve in Hungarian army
during the Communist ragime,)

D. I do not think thet the events of 1848
'grﬂjudiu&d. the Hungeriasn people against the
ussiens. The umpopularity of thes Sovist
troope can be sttributed solely to their

conduct in 194l and 45,

Before the dlussiens came into Hungary,I thought
they would receive strict instructions to be-
have themsalves properly in order to win the
sympathy of the loeel population.

I was in Budapest in 1945 when the Russians
marched in, ﬁ: first wave behave decently be-
osuse 1t wes busy with the fighting. The Hussiana
who came after that plundered,looted and raped
the womsn, Such conduct on thelr part continued
for months. With my own eyes I aaw them do such
things ard heard credible accounts ol thelir mis--
deeds from reliable friends,

My unfavoreble opinion of the Hussian army did

ot change after 1945,and I am certain that

others slso regarded them in the semé way. Even

if the occupation troops wers later reatricted

to their parracks snd had orders mot to mingle

with the Hungarian population, ths people-remembering
the Soviet army's conduct during the war-were

never oertain when they would sct in the ssame

way agaln,




53-M
t. 36/X11

of the reveclution,the Elue police force huhavnriénm—
pletely passive, Later on,thsy sided with the Free-
dom Mighters,

B, The courts of the Horthy regime were fjust and
entirely independent of the regime.

The People's Courts were operating in 1945 to '47.
These courts mumsiztadxafxmazsiyxinymenximiad
senates,consisting of mostly laymen, tried the wear
Eximixxiw crimes cases., Although the Commurista
1ike to mccuse the courts of the lorthy regime of
elass justivse,the Peopls's Courts really exercised
elass jugticu. Mot all of ths war c;iminala were
guilty, For sxample,tha execution o deons B
the Miniater for Forelpn Affairs duri-):%ﬂ-tﬁi'u’;r.
was very unjust,

C. The greater part of the Hurngarian army not only
sympathized with the Freedom Fightera,but also
fought on their side. In the units which did not
fight as a wholes on the alde of the Fresdom Fi-hters,
desertions were very frequent,

I leernsd gbout ths role of the Hungarlan army
in tha revolution from students and in the Petofi

Party.

I do mot kmow of any differences in the bshavior
of members of the armed forses which could bs
attributed to geographicsl,sccial differences,or
to differencea of rank.

It 4s true that some urndte fought as a whole on
the side of tha Freedom Mighters,while others did
not. This depended entirely on whether there were
one or two officers or ron-commiéasionad offlcers
who could influence the cothers,and direct them,

I was not surprésed by t he conduct of the Hungarlan
army during the revelution, I remember 'hhet three
yeara before ths revolution on one occasion I was




53-M
t, 35/x11.

X1I, THE APPARATUS OF POWESR

A, The top rarking officers of the AVH were Moascovites,
meny of them Jews. The lower echelon consisted of
workers ard pessents, The rnon-commieslonad coffficers
and men of the AWH were often recruited for this pur-
pose ard served there willingly.

I did ot know any AVH men,but the husbard of one of
my eolleaguss was an AVH officer., The wlfe was a
simple peasant ;irl,very secretlve and silent. She
wes the chief of personmsl 1ln a small enterprise
where I hed worked ysara ago,

I do not know of any AVH officers who were dis-
satinsfied withtheir work,felt pengs of conscismnce,
or wanted to resign. '

When Hungery regains her independemce,l think it
would be best to deport tha top AVH cificers to
the Soviet Union,

Compated to the AVH,the Hungarilian Blue police were
less formicdable., There were remctionsery elements
on the force,espscielly smong the ron-commisaionsd
officers.

The chenges which cceurred in the Hungarian Blue
Exts police force canmot be attrihutakmwuniam.
or exemple,the modernization of tha/ denxiaxn
sectlion,the changes in uniform end squipmont would
have talken place regardless of ths Communist regime,

It 18 my impression that the EBElue pollce forece undsr
the Cormunist regime functioned less efficlently than

urdler the Horthy regime, I do not know of any corruptlon

or bribery within the police force,
Riwxm Durins the demonstrations and the first atages
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et the trave tone of tha "Irodalmi Ujseg' published
by them,

I hesrd about the Petofi Circle only in the summer
of 1956 st the time when interesnting debates were

beinz conducted there, I read about thesa debates

in the '"Irodalmi Ujsag'.

I do not know of any organized intellectual ferment
prior to the Petofl Circle.

The Hungarisn intellectuals rot only expressed the
idees and views of the people,but they also had some-
thing new to add: they offered the public soeialism
on & makispaXxbanisy nationalistic basis, I regard
the Hungsrian intellectupls sa the forerunrers of

the October revolution. eir views and ideas wvere
replistic,

Intellactuals turn sgainst the regime because they
hav® no artistic or literary freedom,
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personalities,and I they do 1t must be suppreased,
They are entirely immoral have no ExmExisms con-
aclence ,and,for them,the end justifiea the means,
don't think their motives are primarily meterisl.
'he material advantages which they enjoy in Hungary
are commonplace hers 1n the United States or any-
whera slas outside the Iron Curtain, With a few
axcoptions, they are studid and amtk unintelligent.

When Bungary is independent,I think that hhe
greatest punishment for the Hungerian Cormunista
would be to expell them to the Soviet Union.

C, There were various forms of resiatance under

Co ymuniem in Hungary. There was,loraxampls, the
'ateal a tool a dey' movement. '1'1111! wes not
publicized,but waa passed on from worker to wforker,
There were students who were jalled for printing
lithograf leaflets sgainst the regime. Very ofton
ono would see intentlonal misprints in the Communist
newapapersa. Saveral printers were arrested for such
misprints, Many people were arrssted on charges of
conapiring to over throw the Communist regime, My
brother-in-law was executed presumably on similar
charges, One of the sngravers of the ngerian
govermment mint engraved some anti-Communiast worda
on the platss for the govermnment loan bonds, Ha
Eedides all this,grumbling and complainta were
fraquant and mmerona,

I do mot think thet such acts of resistance were
generally kmown in Hungary. I am unable tc say
whether they wers effective or rot,

I do not know when opposition bshavior was strong
eyl weak during thevaerious years of the Communiat
rogime.

I knew of the intellectual ferment started by the
Hungarian wtiters in 1956, Everyons was surprisad
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Only their metheods chm%ad. “heae changes were
caused by instructions from Moscow. The changes
in Moscow were caused by economlc and political
axirencies and tactical neceasities in the cold
war,

People were sware of the fiffersnces of opinion
within the Communist perty itself, By this I mean
differenses of opinion among the top leadership,

The few Communist by conviction who had falth and

condifence in the Perty becsme sntirely dissilluslioned,

aspeclally after Stelin's death. Otherwise,it was

vary difficult to judge party morale, The party

did mot tolerate any contrary opinions or eriticdsms,
Communista were taught to recite fervertl

' party is ow brains,our honor,our E;lnriylgua

past ard happy futurs,’

T thirk that the top leaders of the Hungarian
Communist party eaccept Merxist ldeclogy ard
dialectical materialism, They sre Eamxiza con-
vinced that Moscow i3 the Commurist Rome., They
are sntirely blind to progress and changes of
viewus, are consistant in their dogmatic
inflexibllity,

The mein purpose of the Hungarian Communist top
laaders 1s to turn Hungery into a member state
of the Soviet Unlon, I think they sre Communists
by convietion who subordinate thelr individual
aims and aspirations to Party intereste and
ideology, re mmy may bs top C“ommunists who
heve bacome disfillusioned and lost thelr con-
viepion,but it 1s imposaible for them to leave
ths Party,

I think that the top Communist leaders have mo




XI.THE POLITICAL LIFL

Bafore the war I was not much interested in politics,
only,perhsps,in foreign affaira, From 1945 to 1948 I
was extremely interested in political events st home
and gbroed,alike, I became a member of the Small
Holders' party only after the war, Untll the revrlu-
tion I had been a member of no other political party.
I 1iked the Small Holders' party because,at that time,
I considersed the Small Holdera' to be the strongest
ard the most 1ikely opponents to Communism,

Nobody 4n our femily had been a member of a political
party before the war,

Bsfore 1948 I loathed the Communist party becauss
of the 1918-1919 Cormunist rule 1in Hurgery, I dan
consider Bala Kun to be a murdsrer, I was opposed
to the Communist party even during World War II.
I did rmot 1like the Germans and wanted a Western
victory,but I hated ard feared the Communista.

B, Many members of the Communist party joined the
party beceuse they were disasatisfied with 1ife In
genoral and were ineclined toward sxtremes, This

t of people once favored nationel sociglism.for
the sames resson,

Many people beceme Communist perty members after
the merger of the Soclal Democratic and Communist
partiss, Many afxthm people becsme party members
because they feared losing their jobs. Cthers were
opportunists ard wanted to pet shead, I think
originally comparatively few party members were
Communists by conviction. /nd even many ol these
lost their eonvictions in time,

Basicaelly, ths party policies of the Communist
party did not change under the Communiat regime.



: 30/X

-
i
L i

be organized slong Scandanavien 1ines end should be
antirely volunteary.
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the atandard of livng much higher,

The food supply of the smell provinelal towns was
he worst in Hungary. Many things were ohtalnable
in Budapest when there was sn acute shortage of
thom in the provincilal towns,

I think that the standerd of living is higher in
the city.

T think politically 1t is essier to live in a large
city because one is under less supervision there
than in the country,

At the time collectivization of farms started in
Hungery I was mot personsally intereated in 1t be-
ceuge I did rot heve any agricultursl oroparty. I
approved of the land reform in 1945. It ues some-
thing that was long overdus in Hungary, But, I am
opposed to eollectivization of farma, However, I
spprove of the Daniah-type cooperative, The [un-
garlan farm cooperatives were formed under compul-
sion, The cooperative members were uneble to in-
fluence the affaira of the cooperative,

I think that both smell ard large peasants alike
were opposed to farm collectivization in the same
way.

I heard of cooperatives being dissolved only after
ths revolution. Before that there were rumors of
them belng dissolved,but I do mot know the reasons
of sueh measuraes,

In #n independent Hungary the sgricultursl system
should be antirely free with ro compulsary crop
deliveries and with Tree merketing of agricultural
products, I am opposed to large estates,but middle-
aizad farms of 200 or 300 yokes would, I thiri,
operate very efficlently, farm cooperatives should
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for Industrial Art, I worked 48 hours a weel,ususlly

from 8:30 to 53 I had a thirty mimte pald ldnchtime.

I usuelly slept eipght hours a right. It usually took
mg ma 25 to 30 mimutes to resch my office by bus. I
was satisfied with my job. This was the best job I
had in the twelve yeara under Commumism, I was on
very good terms with my colleagues and my superiora.

I Rax feel I must point out thet my Job and the
circumstances of my work will mot give you a gereral
picture of cirecumstences of employgment in Communist
Hunrary. The entire office conslsted of only six
emnloyees and our boss, The conditions there 1in our
amell offiecs sannot be compared to thess in a lerge
minlistry or office.

I don't think thet the socialized madlcal servlice
in Hungary functionsd any worse then it did under
the Horthy regime, "he only difference was that
before ths war one was able to chose his own doc-
tor,but row there is no choles,

The vacation progrem of the Trade Union Council is
a freud, One has to pay trads union fees all year
long in order to gat & two-weeks wecatlon in the
summer, One never knows to which heslth resort or
vecation place oma is assigned. You spend the two
weeks at some hotel or playground without a penny
in your pocket, The Commurists want you to f orget
thet normally you would mot be able to afford such
a vacation if the Trade Union Couneil were mot
sponsoring 1t.

Pemsions were very low, For example,my mother re-
ceived a pension of 250 forints a month, Many pen-
sions were stopped in 1949 and 1950, After the first
Imre Nagy governemt they were restored,

E. As I have lived practically ell my 1ife in Buda-
pest,I would not like to live amywhere else 1n Hune
gary. I think 1ife there is more comfortable and
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by & small inexpensive tsilor., I did rnot have to buy
any shirts or underclothss,beceuse my fahter dled in
1946 pnd T inherited his wardrobe.

Very often there were difficulties in supply which
eould be attrfibuted to the bursaucratic menagemant
of the state wholesale stores,

There was no difficulty in obteining standerd spars
parts as,for example,byoycly chalns,

There was no shortage of commoditiesa, Thare was
rather a shortare of money with which to byy them.
0f course,there were such articles as oranges,
chocolates,ete, which were either very expensive
or ot obtalnsble at all,

In the laat five or six years in Hungary there
wes very little black-merketing. Sometimes the
contents of gift parcels from abroad were sold,
but these werse not really bleck-market deallings
because the prices ocbtaimed were much lower thsan
the offielsl prices in the stores.

I do not know enything sbout the organizetion of
bl pok=markets in Hungary under Communism,

I don't think there was any difference in the
quallty of the goods availaeble in the black-
market.,

I don't think that the storeliespersa in Hungary
dared to demand a hisgher price for something

they sold, However,there was a Samdmmmpiyx tendancy
to 1lirk sales, If you warted to buy butter, the
atorekeeper would want you to buy something else
beslde the butter,

When 1t still exiated,black-marlreting wes dangerous
in Hungery. Sentences from five to ten years wers
not infrequent, Sometimes the police compelled the
atorekesper to stand in his store windew with e
aign,'Iem 8 bleck-marketor,' hanging from his nacl.

B, For the leat t wo years before the revolution
I wes employed as a book-keeper by the Council
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Seisnce from Hun%nrign into German and French. ile
ard his family lived very well., The wife did rot
have to wobrk, They wers able to po on a two wesk
akiing tour in winter and spend several weeks om
Lake Baleton in the summer, They dressed well ard
were able to entertaln.their friends. In my estimate
this man earned ebout 10,000 forints a month. I®

iz true,however,thst he mumsidarad received con-
giderable finenclal essistance from rolatives
abroad. Thay sent him a lot of parcels,

The low standard of living In Hungery during
Commuinism csn be attibuted to sttempts to in-
sorporate Hungary in the Soviet economic system,

B, My average sslary in 1956 was 1600 forints per
month, From this sum 120 forints were deducted
for ecompulscry coverrment Xamds loans,ard bachelor
tex., (Bachelor tax was imposed on couplea who had
no children,also)l had to pay 1} forints s month /Mote:It was also
for trade union fsmmsx dues, I had no secondsry a "spinster"” tax bes
source of income. cause girls,women with
ne children also had
"y wife also worked andearned asbout 900 forints to pay it. /
par month,

During the last five years I did have an lmcrease
in pay,but this wes due not to promotiomybut to a
chanze in jobs,

. We bourht most of our food in the state stores.
Soms 1ittle purchasing was dons on the Iree market.

1 em unable to tell you anything about the differsnces
in prices snd quality becesuse all the purchsslirg was
done wither by my mother-in<law or my wife,

I pot very little clothes under the Communiat system,
Most of our clothes were sent to us by relatives
1iving in the D#dlted States. Only very little re-
adjustment had to be done,and thet was usually dore
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X. THE ECOID"IC LITE

A, DTIIIG the lest years of our lives 1n Communist

’ Hungary,both my wife and I were compellsd to work
f?nmi?nrning to right to insure the berest necessities
of 1ife.

e ate our lunch where we worked. The cafeterlias

provided chesp lunches,but they were mot always

taat;knnr adequete, /'t home we ste meat only once |
a weal, |

Clothes were our major problem. One was able to
buy new clothes only if he sold semething which
he lied from pre-war days or 1f hs smblzzled money
from the office,or If he received e parcel from
frierds or relatives living sbroed,

We lived in & smell epartment consisting of two
roomsé,a kitchen,sd bathroom ard a small pantry.
My mother-in-law lived with us, The aspartment ,
wes falrly comfortebles and rot expesnsive,but we |
were able to heat only one room in the winter,

We went to the cirema only when we recelved free
passes, It was a luxury to buy a chocolate bar.

It was veryg expensive ard we could afford it only
rarel T

carmot be compered at sll to our prewer standard.
Before the war I was able %o travel,I could efford
a ear,and to spend summers on Lske Ealaton, The
only asdvantege Communism offered was that most
peonla hpgdynm deeper splritual lives,

. Qur standard of livins was the lowest from 1949
to 1953, It improved considerably in the last two
yeara before the revolution, I had g frisnd who

Our post-war stenderd of living was 2o low that 1t
' did translations for the Hungerian Academy of
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IX, WAJOR DISSATISFMETIORS S FELT IT EVERYDAY LEFE

. Under the Cormunist repime I was most dlssatisfied
with the totsl sabsense of the freedom of the press,
This also meant & lack of the Ireedom of criticism,

I was also very much anmoyed at the restrictions on
religiona freadom,

B. The industrial workers complained bitterly be-
cause of their fifianeia)l plight, The peasanta werae
embittered because of compulsory crop dhliverles

and the ruthless collectivization of farms. The
intellectuals were dissstisfied with the 1ntellectual
and cultural uniformity that Commurldem demanded,
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in fevor of Communism. llot sven in 19 19 ernd not even
affter Vorld War 1I1I.
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VIII., THE HUIGARIAN YOUTH

A, Under Hungarian youth I mear the young people
between 16 and 22,

B, The young people provided the enthusissm and
the irreaponalble bravery of ths revolution, They
acted this way because Cormurdst indoetrination
had hed ro effect on them. Tey always preferred
Western ideals to the ones recommedded by the
Rusaiang,

It was the Hungarian youth and no other aBre group
which tool such an sctive part 1in the revoelution,
because Hunperisn tradition expacted this nf the
youth, In 1848 1t wae the youth agein who staged
a revolution,that time against the Hapsburgs,

The elder people looked with admiration and sur-
Friaa a8t the Mungerian youth durings the reveolution.
‘8ny pecple had thourht that the youth wea lost to
Commurdsm.

I do not sk krow what the opinion was of the youth
in conneection of the older peopls durir~ the revolu-
tion,

C.(lot epplicable;respondert hes mo childran,

D, Hungarlen youth remsilned passive all along. to
Commurndst attempts to ipdoctrination. The Communists
Tailed to consider thn/ﬁgﬁfasive mertality of tha
Mingerian youth., It is surprising to sgy that the
youth was progresasive when the Cormunists claim

this tribute for thsmselves. ut,in reellty, Marxiat
ideolocy 18 the most resctionery. It is entirely
opposed to modern painting,medern art,modern music
ete,

I do not thirk that the Hungarisn vouth was aver

22/N111
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towerd Communism chenged conalderably at the btime
of tha nationalization of industriea and enter-
prises. They also experienced thet Co munism was
not the sole g?nrnntaa sgainst a repétition of

recisl ?!Iﬂﬂfnti his wes true,especially at the
time when ;ﬁ%i-sﬂmitism brolkke out in the Soviet
Union proper.

Many Jews beceme members of the Communist party
beceuse in the first post-war years they were
sormwinced that the Soviet Union slone had asaved
them from Cerman extermination., ""eny Jews were
alac earaarists and opportunists,but this can-
not be ssid of the Jews alonse,

The Jews who were not too compromised by Communilsm
were enthusiastiec about the revolution, I do not
rmow whether they took pert in the fighting,be-
cguse I,myself,dld not. Sut I saw many Jows st

the demonstrations.

I think 1t =% 18 gn exaggeratlon to say that

the Jews do not want an indspenfert Hungary,. he
Jews sre afrasid of only snti-Semitism. I experi-
enced no trace of anti-Semitism during the
revolution,




53=M
k. 201X

confession falrly often,end ettend Mass every Sunday
and Holydays.

€, Concerning the role of churchea in educetion,I =m
strongly blased because I attended ths gymnasium of
Cistercian Monks in Pudspest, I have a very high
opinion of the secondary schools mainteined by the
religious orders in Hungary. The same caen be ssid of
the Protestant sium in Budapest. I do not know
sbout ths other Protestant secordary schools,but I
suspect that the¥y were better than the averasge

atete schools,

1 don't think that the censorshiép of the churches
concerning plays,novels,and films,should be com-
pulsory for everyonse,

I do mot think that churches in an lndependsnt
Hungary should play an asctive politicel rola.

D. Marxism 13 basically atheistic and is opposed

to all ehurches,Jewlah and @atholic alike., The
Jewish religlon was alsc effected by the nationali-
zation of church schools,and the Jewish ecclesiastical
authorities were also supervised by the state.

On ome occasion,on the March 15 nationel halidey,

I observed that the Jewlsh synogogues in .udapest

was flying only the Hungarien national flag with-
out the Communist insignia, All other public
buildings were decorated with both the led Communist
flag and the Hungarian netionsl flag containing

the new Co'munist insignia,

Thd attitudes of the Jews toward Communism in
Hungery was not unanimous, Thers were meny Jeus
in top poverrment jobs. On the other hand,T had
mang Jewish friends who were decidedly opposad
to Communism,.

I think that ths indtiel attitude of the Jews




VII. RELIGION

The chief Communist theorist in Hungery openly
declered war on religion, The Communists attempted
to wealsn the influence of relglon by closing
many seminars and divinity schools by placing the
chureh ard church schools under state supervision,
1t even attempted to wesken the Cstholle chureh
by sponsoring a new sect called the Meriovitists,
#hich was baslically a national Cetholie church
irdepenflent of Rome. "his sact, however, had very
fow followers and won only ridiculs from the
public,

£11 religions were oppressed by the Commurndsts.
Prieseta were imprisonsd or forbidden to perform
divina ritesn.

The Catholic chruch was persescuted the most be-
cause 1t was more dangerous to the Conmunrists due
to its tiea to iome, Also,sebout B0% of Hungary's
populetion was Cahtollic, The Cahtolic church was
more united erd offered stronger resistance to
Cormunisk than the other churches,

I do ot think that religion was a bulwark agelnst
Communism. For this resson I am unable to under-
atand why the Communists took such rlak to attack
the churches,

B. I thirkk I am mora religlous than my parents were,
There were many people in Hungary whe were more re-
liglous than I am,or,st lesst,es EEXxiaam religious,
But,this I cannot say about the general averasgs,
despite the faot that the churches were elmost al-
ways full. Ineressing church atterdarce can be con-
sidered a resection to Commnist attempts to suppraess
the clhurches,

I say my prayers regulerly,go to communion ard
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I do ot know exactly what it means,

A1l my respect goes to the Hungerian jampeca, They
can be considered the champions of personal liberty
in Hungary., fwawmX Their good taste 1s snother ques-
tion,but they revolted against the large scale inter-
ference of the govermment,even to aueh questions as
how to met or what to dance.

I do not think thet the o nduct of the Jampecs
should be termed criminal, 'ost of the jampecs
were young posople from 16 to 20. I do not think
their parents protested sgainet their sonduct,
Perhapa they objected to only what their clothes
ard recregtions coat,
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ssoret prostitution.

In a certein sense the Communists were wery prudish,
They did rot tolerate pir-up E£Im girls,or sexy

advartisethents. DBut,I think,in general,the Communists

by chnviction had leas inhabitions comcerring thelir
sexual 1ifs. Being anti-relipglious,thsy had mo morsl
authorlty to povern their sctions.

Co It would be extremely diffioult to Iimagine any
of my fimant friendes joining the Communist party,
becoming officlels,ard Commnists by convietions,
I don't thirk our frierdship could contime under
such Eaps circumstences. Cases where one 18 com-

pellaed to join the Party wlthout cormvietions ars

entirely differs:t, Yor example,I had on e friend
who was forced to join the Party and did za so on
the instructlions of hia confesaor,

IT,in such cases,a friendahip would be broken, the
ron=Commun‘at would probably be the one to erd ths
frierdship, I think 1t would be lmpossible to con-
Tuxka tirme the frieirdship urder an sg esment that
neither one would mix politics into it,

D, Under juvenile delimnquency I mean only acts
which are eonsidered crimes in ell countries, I
think that 8uvun11u delinguency increased oconalder-
gbly under Cormmunism, Thls mxak must be true of

the crime rate in general. lowever,one 1s et a dis-

advantame becsuse the Communist pepers did not write

mach about crimes and therefore 1t is difficult to
sgy what the crime rate was,

The increasse in crime can be attributed to the
goverrmantds complets disrsgard for law and ordsr,
When a porson sees that the govermmmnt can take
away anythin~ from snyone with impunity,ons canmot
be axpected to have respect for the law or ths
property of others,

I have heerd the term 'hooligan' BExzx® before,but
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family I noticed that they were sble to provide the
came moral educetion as before the war, 0f course,
they were not sble to give the children all tho
things they would have nuzfdxsd received under nor-
mal conditicns,

Yome families did rot succumb to the Communist
education of the children because the parents wera
gble to sommterbalance the influence of school,

and zoxkdxs took care in =Ix selecting the children
whth whom their children sssociated.aflter school.

B, The Communists did theilr beat to abolish the
concepts of love. Neither books,playshor films
had any love scensa, The romantic cult of lobe
was abolished and love was degraded to a physio-

logloel necessity.

Under communism marriagea detariorated because
both husbamd and wife were compelled to work.
Financial problemsz and dex woariness from long
working hours made couples more inelired to be
irritated ard nervous,

Commuriiem did rot mind extra-maeritel relations
of Party members before marriage,but were particulsar
about thelr conduct after marrisge.

The parents dic¢ rot have much influence on eourt-
ships,engagements,ard merriages, Thia was pmobably
due to the fact that most chlldren were compplled
to esrn their own living at an early age and were
dependent on thelr parents.

The changes in ecourtships and merriages can be
attributed to the Communista' desire to have
people work and produce more ard love less,

0fficially prostitution had been benmad by the
Communists in Hungary,but thers was widaspread
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VI. FMILY LIFE UIDEl C(¥mIISH

A, My wife ard I were married in 1949. We were mot
able to alfford such a weddins as we would have had
before the war, Ve had fifiancial difficulties,both
of us had to work. I had to support my mother ad

ehe had to support her mother.

in general,in most families the wife was compsllad
to seek employment regardless of the rumber of
children she had, Long worlking hours and compulsory
extra~curriculer activities pgave 1little time to
parente for their children, ére wes alao a great
conflict between what the echild was taurht in school
ard what he learned at home, My gemsral impression
was that both men and women were overworked. The
women could rot spend much time ard money on elothes
and thelr sppearsrce as before, The circumstances
urder which people lived in Aupgary did rot encourage
f1lirtetions or extra-marital sex relations.

I thirk that our famlly falls closest to the type
IT family you mertion., It is true thet we had 1o
children,but,in gerersl,our family grew closer
together than before Commumism, I thirk that this
wasa typicel of the averape family ir Hur-ary.

%ﬂ:mrﬂ.m effected the sducation of the children,
children at homes were taught to 1is ard in-
structed what to dey ard not to say outside the
home., The conflict between home ard school lelt
the children with mo respect for their teachers
but 1t also effected the prestige of the pererts
at nome. In instruction emphasis was placed on
Merxism ard militery sclences, For exsmple,even
the students in Dudapest Conservatory of Musie
hed eleven hours of Harxism and military sciencs
a weak.

We had mo children of our own,but in my sister's
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avacuated and served ms m summer rosort on Exiw
Lake Balaton exclusively lor the use ol AVH per-
sonnel.
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formed opinion sbout tha pessantry.

The industrial workers have respect and sympathy
for the members of the intellipertsia,but not for
the now memmmsxofxkhs intelligentsis, They feel

sthax that the pew intelligentsia has disowred them,

Some ermy is also mingled with their sentiments.

I am unable to tell you what were the feelinge of

the industrisl workers for the neasantry. 1 ot
thirk there ere any great differerces between the

two groups.

The peasants with whom I hed contasct had sympathy
and respect for the intellectuals. To a certein
extent they were wary of the industriasl workers
beceuse they believed that most of the Commurdsta
come E£rom thelir midsats,

C., Class oripin ard politicel views are the most
important factors for getting sheed in Hurgary.
Ernowledpe and experience are only of decondary
importancs, Only very rarely i1s one able to pget
shesd without the ripght class origin and a Party
membership cerd; If the person had somé importart
invention or wes conducting somé sXceptionally
valueble scientiflic work.

There ware times when less importante was attached
to party membership and class origin in favor of
krowledre and experience, This was true especlally
of the first Imre lapy goverrment,

Persons who had ro charscter or cormvictions wers
the most likely to get ehead in Commurdst Hungary.
They were not disturbed by the atmosphere of lies
in which they had to 1live.

D. Top renking AVH officers ard Party officlals
lived extremely well ard got comparatively mex
ruch more from sexzstk soclety than they deserved,
Practically the ertire Slofok,for exampls,was
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V. SOCIAL CLASS STMUCTIRE A1D ATTITUDES

A, Bafore World War II my fsther had besn a top
govermment officiel in the Ministry of Industry.

His monthly income smounted to about 2200 pengos,
equivaelent to,j50 dollars at that time.ly Tather
owned an gpartment bull@ing in Budepest, This

thay sold in 1940 ard bought twp irdustrial saw-
mills in Transylvenia. These mills were nationaliszed
by the dumanian govermment ef'ter the wer.

My fahter had a law degree,my mother's education
ended with the gymnasium,

B, The soclal clesases in Hungsyy are the intelli-
genslas and middle class,the vessantry,and the
industriel workers. I hafe had ocontact with all
threa clesses., The Hungerien intelligentoia ard
middle clsss,wlth ths sxception of a very Tew
Communiats,were strong reactionaries, “he Hun-
garien peasantry became entirely disillusioned
with Communism when,after the land reform, the
newly grented lends were teken away from them,
They were burdened with high texes ard the com-
pulsory f&ix delivery of orops. The industrial
workers wera constantly dissatiafied ard re-
called with nostalgis the preuwer era,

I consider myself to be a member of the a member
of the intelligentaia,in which,nsturally the
middle eclass can salso be inclucded,

T thirk that the middle class was tha hrrdest hit
by Commurdem in Hungary.

The Hungerian intellepgentsis did not have much contact with
the peasantry.There were no differences between them,

In general,l think there has not been rmch con-
teet between the intellegentals erd the néssantry,
fost members of the intellipentsia do mot have any
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IV. EXPECTATIONS OF HELP Fi0M THE WEST DURI NG
THE REVOLUTION

A. During the revolution I expected the Western
world to do for Hurgary what they did in the Sueg
erisls for Sgypt. We sxpected that the United
Nations would send international police to malin-
taln order ard to protect Mungary,

I expected United Natlons help because there was
elreedy a precedent in ga case of Korea,

a
During the revolution/bafore my departure from
Hungery,I met Wsstern citizens on two cccasions,
I spoke to & Swede on the street, He was wearing
the uniform of the Swedish Red Crosa. T also
talked on one occesion to the manager of the
foyel Dutch Airlines in Budapest. I did not learn
anything of speecisl interest from these two.
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are very much afrasid, Fome of them dare to expose
or compromise themselves in any way. They do not
know when the situation cen charge apeln, REXo
AEXE 213&.3111:351*3 has gained prostige and respect
abroed,

swmory of ootivitiog:

25 Octobor -~ Takes part in the domonctration,./iftor the Den
status deconotratlono,rsocs hone, llot present ot I'arlinnont
Jquaro,.indie Jtudio or Stalln Jtatue,

24 Ootobor - Vicito offlco noor iTl1llian Barrocls,ocon and
mears sono fightings,no noarticination,

25 Octobor -~ GSoep firot cttoomts to coanture barrochs on Dare
tolt Dola Reod,lloars cbout planos for o domonotration hoforo
Yarlisnont Duilding,doen not po,stayo in 1ino for brocod.

26 or 27 Octobor - Visits vieinity of Killian Barrcels.llo
participation,Gooo nmarkoting.

Mook of nonce” - Food problons,visits offico,listons to ro-
%ﬁlg '}uﬂ holps vovive the Foccont Forty. (Is mot o formor moo-
=

24 Jomuary - lolkes first attempt t o leave llunpory aftor svop-
pinG anortoonto and ma=ing o earoful nlon of eocono,

2 Februory - Socond attonpt,vory ingencous,succcaeds,

(Totosllla 1clk of participotion may canst o vory unfaverablo

el \ a 1ipht
on subjoct,lut thore 15 no doubt at o1l thot hg une very ﬂntlmiglie.n-
tic ovor tho rovolution from tho vory firot, )
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wa went West,ons of the rooms would be taken
sway from her. For this resson we decldad to
change spartments with a frierd who had only
a on® room aspertment, The charge of apertmonts
and moving took quite some time,s0 it was al-
ready the second helf of Jaruery when we wers
eble to start,

Ve made a first try to escape to Austria on
Jamuary 2}, A guide came to get us from Austria,
He hed beensant by friends, We were supposed to
go 42 killlometers by foot, /After the first 2
killometers my wife beceme completsly exhausted
arnd was unable to go any further. It was very
@ifficult to welk 1in the hesvy asrouw, We werse
forced to reftuwr'n to Budapest.

On this first trip we were equipped with felse
documonte stating thet my wife ard I were golng

to Popa, The ﬂn]rﬁ_‘lar who exmmlined our identifi-
cation was vurgmapiniuuu,Mt let us go on. We
had to jump off the traln before 1t reschad the
station beceuse armed guards surrounded the treains
immedi ately upon arrival in a station.

Ve made & sscond try on February 2. T had a friend

who wae & top ranking official of the Hungarian

railweys. He and his wife were also fleelng to

Austria and they had two small children, He wanted
wife erd me to po along with them to help with
e children,

This railwgy officlal was sble to dispatch e last
frelght traln to Hegyeshalom, We bosrded the train
just outeslde Budspest ard were hidden in ths loco-
motive compartment. My frierd hed assigned e reli-
able angimeer to run this train, It did not even
atop in Gyor., We were asble to reach Austris wlth-
out any incident,

D, Desptte the hesvy losseea,l stil]l think that
Hungary hea gained by the reveolution., The Communists
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We listened constantly to the radie., By then the
Hungarian broadcasts of Redio Budapest were slso
interesting.

I firat heard sbout the return of dussian troops
on the dawn of lNovomber lj., I heard Imre Nagy's
dramatic appeal over the redio, We were awakerned
byf artillery fire, The Soviet puns were 1lined
up on the hilltop not far from our home,

When the fighting died down and the radio in-
Tformed the population that they could go out
into the streets during the daytime,l went
regularly to our offiece, We worked for d aye

to olean up the office premises and repair

at least one room 8o that we could melire a fire,

In these days one of most importart problems
was Lfood,

On Dacember 11 I was on Moricz Zalgmond Squars
and saw the incident which took place when
severel Budaspest strestcar smployees decided
to disrepgerd the gemersl strike ard to take
out their cara., The ocrowd attacked tha cars
ard chased the employees off the strestcars.
Thare were Russiens stetionsd on the Squarw
tut, the ¢ivilians surrounded them so tightly
that thay wsre unsble to do armythinz, Pollee
reenforcement ceme and they fired shots to
dissperas the crowd, Three persons were killed
by ricocheting bullets, Many people were talen
into custody and the police esven searched the
housas faelng the Square,

When we saw that mo hope can be expected from
the llest,my wife ard I decided to lesve Hun-
gery. We had been erterteining sush thoughts
end plana for yeers, Ve wers uneble to leave
immediately becsuse my mother-in-lsw could
not come with us because of her age, lYle had

& two room apsrtsmant and we fesred that if
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tark wes burning., There were many Russlan corpses
on the strests, It was interesting to see that the
Russians first took their tenks awey,arnd only than
the bodiss,

Seeinz thet 1 was unable to approach the office
building,] tmm turned around and on side streets
I went to tha CGreet Merket rear the Franz Jozsef
Bridge, e were very short of food st home, Mar-
keting wes zoing on despite the fact that the
gsound of tanit guns could be heard from not fer
off.

On one or two occasions I saw Freedom [ighters,
young students,armed with old rifles. They did
rot have sub-machine puns, They were veyy enthuslastie.

The only fighting I saw was the ocoesion when Ijpterilo participation,
tanks were sttacking the Killien barrakks, I only onloolkor, l

only saw the Jdussians, I do not know agelinst

whom they fought,

The Freedom {ighters I saw now and then wera
mostly atuderts. I do mot know much & bout how
they were organized or from where they got arms,
The term 'Freedom Fighters' I thirk I first
hesrd over the radlo.

C. I did rct suspect any tectlcel reasons bs-
hind the Husolian withdrawal from “udapect, I
thought that international pressure waes 80
grest that the Soviet Union was compelled to
withdraw its forces from DBudapest,

In the weak precedlng the :{ussian reingdvasion I[oteiiins not a menbor

we wers mostly concernad about food problems. of the Feasoant Ferty —ro
I went to the office a fédw times, It had been viuocoly.A friond conrine
heavily damaged, I also participated in the god him this perty had
revival of the Hungarian Peasent party,which tho best chance of pruine
was row called the Petofi party. ing Influcnce,
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¢ity. From neighbors I hesrd that the Stalin statue
had been ﬂmliﬂhﬂd.

Although the radio warred everyone to stay indoors,

I decided to go to the city and visit my office.l
henrd shooting in ths diatarce,but I did not =see

Eﬁ fighting, My office was near the Killlian barracks
andd on the foreroon of October 2} everything was
peaceful there. I saw armed military patrols in the
streets of t he olty,but they did rot do anything,

ard I did rot know on whose dide they were,

I first saw Freedom Fighters the next day on Oet,
25, They were boysfand girls,mostly studerts.They
warted to ocecupy the barrecks on Bartok Bels Road.
The guardn threstered them with sub-machine guns,
but did rot use the guns. Fire hoses were brought
into action,end drenched the crowd, That made the
erowd unabls to occupy the barrecks,but s few days
later it was in their possession.

I was in a 1ine before a bakery shop welting for
bread when I heard thet a demonstration would
talte plece that day in front of Parliament, I
was unable tom because I had to get bread amd
talta 1t home snd there was no bus transportalon
in the eity. I heerd detalls of whet took place
on Parléament Squers from a relighbor who had
been there. He tallted very reluctantly about
what hs had witnessed and with a considerabla
effort. He sglid that blood was rlnwir@/épigs
ateady stresm 1in the gutters just like

a raln,

On October 26 or 27 I mrein tried to go into

the office, There wss already heavy fighting

on T1oil Road, I wes unable to cross the atreet.
In front of the Muiseum Building I saw s Russlan
tankc preparing for an atteck againat the Xilllan
berracks, fussian tankas were lined up all along
tha neighboring streets, Further on a Russian
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Someons asked him what he wes dolng there wlth us,
He was taken aback for a mimite,but contimwed to
atey with the demonstratora X® the Iem atatine, 1
noticed that in the spartment bullding facing ths
Square,people were timldly peeping at us from be-
hind curtains. These spertments wers occupled by
Russien familles, employees of the Hungerlan-Soviat
Danubien shipping company. They wert eway from the
windows simultamneously,as if by commard.

We merched to Buda toward the Bem atatue,but be-
csuss of the larpe erowd we were ungble to get
anywhere nosr it. The demonstrators wereo mostly

studeants ard industrinl workersz eprd office workers,

Both sexes were represented,but there were com-
paratively fow older people., We carried Hungerlan
Tlegs, but without the “ommunist insignia.Ths slo-
gars whilch were shouted by the demonstrators
graduslly became bolder snd bolder. At firfst
they were only 'We want Imre lagy for primae
mirister!,but they graduslly developed into
'‘Russkies go home!' I did rot go withthe crowd
from the Bem statue to Farliament Bquare, It

was getting lete,I livad fer,asrd there was mo
transportation. I did rot ket home in time to
hear Gero's speach.

At home my family informed me of Gero's ocut-
rageous speech, I still did mot think a revolu-
tion would bresk out. I expected the govern-
ment would make certaln smell concesalons,such
as restoring the Kossuth crest. I exXpected Imre
Nagy to heed s rew cebinst,but I considsred him
a Communist just like the others, The only
difference beins that he was somewhat more
realistlic.

B, The rext morning,October 24,1 waa awskered by

e phone call from a frierd who was under treatment
in the new St, John's hospital, He warmed me %o
atay at home becsuse {ighting was golng on in the

% hooding for




«

-M
4 Weee

I1T1. CHROMOLOGY OF PERSOIML EXPERIERNEES, ACTIONS,
ATTITUDES A 1D EXPECTATIONS DURIID THE AEVOLUTION

A, On Cetober 20 I heard from s Communist secticon
chief of the Museum for Industrirl Art that the
following week a students meeting would bes hsld

pt which the studerts will discuss thelr grievances.
I did mot pay much sttention to this because 1 be-
lieved thet the meetins wes belrng sponsored by the
Communiats.

On the evening of Uctober 22 I was at home ard did
not expect anything urmisual to happen the next day.

On ths forercon on Detober 23 1 had some busimess
1 the 8chool for Industrial Art, Thers on the
bulletin board I saw & copy of ths demands adopted
by the studerts meeting the previous day, I waa
very glad to resd these demarnds because I thought
they were a step in the rir-ht direction. I did

not believe that much would come of them as long
as the Mimistry of the Interior was in the hands
of the Cormunists,

In the afterncon of October 23 omne of my codleagues
in the office received information that a studenta’
demonstration would beheld thaet afternmon, We de-
clded to ettend this demonstration, We went to the
Petofi Square about Lp.m. Traffic wes tied up com-
pletely by that tims. There waes pgreast enthuslasm
at Petofi Sousrs,although I was rot able to hear
any of the speeches becsuse we arrived lste ard
were standing too far from the speakers,and there
hed bean ro smplifiers installed, It was my feelling
that the eventa I was now witnessing were perhaps
more immortant than those which took place on
March 15,1848 in Budepest,

A rablid Communist from owr office was there with
us and he was just as enthusiastlc as everyonme,
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11, MAJOR SALIEICE AID WARY-IIP QUESTION

In connection with the Huncarian revolution the
Meridans should know that 1ta outlrsesak wWas caused
not merely by economic conditiona in Hungary,
Natlonal pride agnd self-reepect had es an important
g role in this revolution as in 1848,




