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"This doss vary according to socialclasees because tha moment

& child for instance of & warking class femily is earning hia own
living, ikisowmmaemgeet thare is no more physical disciplire.
0f course, nelther other punistments can't ba doled outs

"Communism ¢1d bring sbout a great change in the respect of punishing
children because the marents arrived hore late at night, dead tired,
and pervous, so it is very understardable that they lose thelr
petiemce with their children and aomatimes are more strict #ith then
in discipline. Cn the other hand there vers parents sho wers of the
opinion that aince they sea their chiliren so little, they did not
want to be too etrict with them whan thay were at home. J

"The chenges that have cocourred during the last ten yesars in ths

way children are disciplinsd during their first eight years in achool

vere minly that the physical punishemmt in echeol wmas sbolished by

the povernwent. “orevor, I wes brought up in a convent school and in

our sghool we pever received physigsl punishment so thers wes nothing

to I» shamioned. 1 do not what has bappened in ths other putlic

schools and country schools, however, The only techniques of dimeiplipe |
that remained dering the Communist regime wers padogogic and also |
the sendin report cards Lo the mreptal

"Cn the vharaoteristice she values most in & friend, resnondent seid:
"First of ell a friend must be completely and absolutely reliable.
Also, a frisnrd pust be willing to help to be extremsly sincere and
feithfnl and heve a strong cheractar.

"Hegsrding the changas in friendship undsr Communism I can sey that
new friendships wore made very soldom but the old frispdabive becains
much stronger,”

Le
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CHILD H-ARING AND DISCIPLINE

A. Respondent's views on how children should be brought uwp were

as follows:

"The most imvortant things a child should be told im my rdnd ares

1, sincarity and a strong character. 4 child should also ba told
subjocta by which he can acquire & wide and overall culture. It is
also {mportant that a child should ba told relizion and balief in
God. In my opinion, a child most be dimciplined by all means, and if
good words have no affect then it most be munished physically when
small. It is very important that you are very sirict and mm
psrasistent when aduenting & child. Of course, they must be a difference
in treatment for boys and girls,; and a boy must glways pget a more
manly education, wo to say. The treatment must change as a child grows
clder aceording to tha devilment of the individual child.™

Hagarding her own bringing up and recalling an incident when she wes a
young girl, she remembered that even at the age of 18 when she was
impartinent with her mothsr, her mother never hesitated o give her

a slap on har mouth., Uther punishments comsisted in locking tha library
from har which w=s the graateat punishmemnt for her.

"Among peorle I knew 1t waz usually the mother who punished the children
bt of course it always dapsnded on the habit of the family. It alos
daperried op the age of tha child: The smaller children ware slapped now
and then - put into the corner, or something they particularly cared for
was the pride of them. Tha boys, of courss, were much more disciplined
physicolly tkan the childran.

differs
"Tha education and punishment of childran dEfEys gre-tly according to
the socisl classes. The highor social classes, the intell:ctuals and
aristocracy, ete. ware trin ing up their children more intelligantly
apd aducated them.

"Tha authority of ths psrsnts has decressad during the last ten years.
I couldn't say that it was the suthorlty of both mrents that has suffered,

"As to when psrents atoppad punishing their children among people I knew
I ¢could sey spproximately that it hap-emed that physical purdshment for
b va when they were between 16 and 17, and for girls &round 15.
Puniahmernt in general is abandomed for toys around 18-19 amd the same
stands for girls.
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is ndt going to forget Hungary and is going %o help us if we do
somsthing by cur own farce and start somathing.

"Despite what I have mentiomed here above, I believe that RFE

should continue to broadeast into Haongary because after all the
brecadcaste were vory much appreciated and sspecially among the
wrking class. Basides this kit the orly tis with the Wast now

"Begarding the programs inparticuler, I xhmmx believe that they should
glve sverything - political news- economic pews- and e van anti-
Comaunist propoganda - but sverythirg should remsin fectuml.”

B: Hegpondent laa not heard about the F.E.P. leaflets nor evar heard
the initizls N.E.M. nor the Twelve Demanda.

C. Raspondent also has not kewixskewk sesn any Free ourops leaflets
but has heard atout them howewvar, and lmew that they wers meant for
propopands purpedes. Thers was & great deal of risk involved in
picking them up, and........took people away whenever informed that
peopls did do s0. I do not belisve that HFE should comtirue to drop
leaflete into Hunga y. I do not see much sense in it.

De"The Western groups that broadeast and sent lsaflets into Hungary,
I believe had the same &im and that is that they wantad to inform
the people behind the iroo curtain thal thegr cause i mpt slive
in the Weatzrn world.

I ———— WSS .
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AUDIENCE BE:ACTIONS TO {ADIO AND LAAFLETS

A: "fhile in Hangary we regularly llstened to the foreign redio
stations ard minly to the BEC,rBFE, an? VOA. The least we listansd
to waes HFL and the most to the BEC. The BEC brosdecasts I h2ard in
Hingarian, English and German language. We proferred the BBC to all
cther foreign redic stations bacsuse the news thay gave ua was alwayn

corract without the unnecessary, as we seid:"blah~blah~blah®. Of course,

I alwaya told others what I heard, and I also recsived news from
friends whot they have hesrd. We listeped on our own radio, alome
with my huwband or frisnds, but vary often, and sspecially during ths
revelution, there was slways a blg crowd of peorle who came to our
house to lizsten to ths mdio.

At ths begiming of the Lommunist regime, sspscielly 1948 and latsr
on it wae very risky to listen to the radio and sverybody was pretiy
careful about it. Theres wes mo spacific lew against it but it was a

very had mark on your cacre fils and also could be used agsinst Iix

you if the regine wanted to charge you with something. For instance,
in our house, the wife of the janitor waes alwaye spying on everybody
in the house who wne listening to the radio.

“As I moptioned before the BEC to all the other lorelign radio stations
bacsuse it was very factual. 4+t said everything it had to say in a

fev words and there wes no news commentsry attached to it. The Radio
Free Burops on the other hand and the Voice of America exsggereted
thirnge and also their delivery of the progrems ras very theatrical.

Re glso caught them mretty often tslling things thet heppenad In
Hungary and which we knew were not trus.

"The people in Hungery nevertheless listenad to the foreign radio
breadeasta becauss before the revolution it was their only nsans of
receivig news from abrosd, and during the revolution we always could
hzar what had happened in the othsr parte of the countr . AFE, for
instance, weés in contact with the freefighter’s radio, and the short
wuve radio and hed established & contact thus with the whole world and
the Hunga-lans who were listening teo it.

MAs to whoethar or not, HFE in particulsr, hashelped incite the

Hungarizn people by holding out promises of Westerm help, I believe that

this 18 true- I have beard it mysself, vilen RFE told us to hold out
until the ond 84 the Fresidantis]l electiona bescsuse after this help
would be forth comings Also it hos encoursged the fresdom fighters to

hold out, We wars alse constantly during those 12 years that the Wast
i
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by ths political paurtiea.

T also balieve that groups thst went i-to exile previcusly should
return to Hungary but only after order had besn restered and if they
want to be sllowed to talke part in Hungerian politicsl life.

E. "I do pot thick that I would like to go back to Hungary for good,
but if Bungery ie fres again, I certainly want to go back visiting

my country.

PIf 1 ever heve children I shruld want them to learn Hungarisn as
well es bnglish in the US.
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CPl have not met any Bungerians who sacaped to the West after '45 and
returned to Hungary later on. The dedefection campmaign of the
Comminist had only propoganda purposes snd was not e ffective.”

D."People in Hungary, I am sure would like to know whather ar not

th sxiles hare ars able to do scmething on behelfl of thair homeland,
amd to kesp the Hungarisn cause on the agenda and In the public eye.
The important thing they ought to lmow, howsver, 15 that it is not
esgy here - that you have to work hers very herd, on the other hand

it is much easier to achisve a decent living end has the best Living
gtemdlard of anyplece else in the world, L also think that the Hungacian
people at home muat be told that the Western world will not start a
war on bghalf of Hungery and they should pever any note count on thls.

"Ihe exiles here in the US must do all they cen, as I eaid before,
thet the Hungarian causs be kept in the public eye and that the
Westarn world should pnot forget about our fight for freedom, despite
that at pres=nt now everything is quist in Hungary. Fersomally,
mysell, I would tell always everybody in detsil what hes happened at
home. Also, I wopld like Seewviomm do my best to discredit those
Comnunists or pro-Communists who were infiltreted ip the West-

I'm thinking for instance of men like that suthor -writer, Aczel

88 1 said alresady befors.

" I would like %o join an exile organization but not & political

ope, Jt should be &8 rather cultural ona. I hawe no partiounlar one in
mind and 1 think I would join any one that hae cultural eims. This
organization should be of assistance to the Mungarisn emigrees and

in couciling them and advising them. I believa that the organisation
should bs made up by tha old exiles and the mew exiles also,af course.”

Cn the various political Hummgarin parties, respondent said:
"Of these partiss befora 1948 I can only say that they were all free
political parties. Of the parties in sxile, 1 do not knov.

"Political parties revived in Hungary during %he revolutior wers the
Small-holder's Farty and also the Patofi Farty of which I knew. The
lattar wea the former PB:asant farty. Since many intellectuals have
jolred it, they thought they would remame it.

"I was strongly in faver of certain parties pesuming thelr activities
duringthe revelution because after sll one of our main end moat imnortant
aims was to have free elections, and the electlons muat be prepared
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ATTITUTE TOAHD EXTLES AND aXILls ACTIVITILS

Ay The escapees from Hungary wer. moutly young psople but I belisve
there were quite aflew who were middle-aged up to fifty. They cams

from the different social classes of cpurse, and the majority of them
cams from Bodapest and alsc from the Western border of t he country.
Tholr resson for leaving wos probably that those who took an active
part in ths revolution wers afraid of the reprisals, ani othsrs wantad
to live ¢ fres again and they wers fed up living under the Communist

opurassion.

“Those who stayed bohind were moetly afraid of facing an unknown

future; also, many hod very strong family ties. They could not break them
offs Aloo, I think that thers have been guite & few who were too
optdnistic. Then, on the other mand, lotsof peopls did not want to

leave their home. All 1 can say is that I am desply sorry for all thoss
who stayed bohind.

"In my opinicn peopls in Hungary who staysd behind do understand our
reasons for leaving and are glad that we bave maraged toesocape. On
the other hand, cue to the changs which has occurred in Hungary, we shall
not be very welcomed by them if we wanted to return. Assuming on the
other hend that pearls in Hungary had & chance to come to the West and
Hungary is still under Cormunist domimmtion, I am sure that anybody

who would have the chance to come out, wonld do so, "

B. TWhen aszlkod which exiles organieations ard individuals ~espondant
knew when in Hungary, she sald;

"I have hen:d about the Hungarian Netionel Council organization and
of the individuals I have heard of Thor Eckherdt, Ferenc Nagy,

Faul Aver, Msgr. Bala Vargs and Former fdims Minister Mally,

"I krew that these mickicizsk politicians were trying to work for
Hangary in the West, and in the interest of our country, However, I
alec hod po lvowlsdge reperding what results they were able to achiesve.
Altogether thess people were looked on with & great deal of sympathy by
the Hungariams back home." When handedover the list of individuals
respordent had the following remarks on thems "Ferene MNagy is very
active in the Wiest. Tibor cckherdt is ane xtremely smart apd goed poli-
tician and I belisve thet Pavl Aver is also g talented man, Former
Prime ¥inister Aikics Kallay wes the best Frime Minister we had during
the @cond Yorld Var. Of Otto of Hapsburg that she did not beliave that
he ever would becoms a king of Hungary, however there are many in the
eountry who would welcoms him &5 such. On Admiral Horthy, s he said:

"I 1iked this man very much".
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"0f Genernligsimo Chisng Eaj-ghok, I do not know enough so as

bave an opinicn.

"Fgrens Mgy, Well, I don't know but maybe they will accept him
in Homgary me a politician sgaine.

"Former Fresident Hgogevelt waa a very great Pressident of ths IS
honsver we Hungarians blame him for not having secn what the Huseians
plans ara when he gave in at Ialta. Chapge Adena on tha
othar hand, is the greatest living statosman nowacays. i8 & genius.

"Ehy do you ask me to sey anything about 3fslin? Lverybody kmows how
tha Hungarisns feal zbout him., Hglepkov is the man who trisd to deviate
from tha Stalinist line, but he was unsuccessful in this.

"I approve Ce ¥ ‘s policy. I now that Bevap was the
lcader of the British labor Fa'ty but I do not know much about his
activities so I cannot say to apmrove them or not.

"Ehrushghsy is a momster. That is all I can say about him.

"Tito ia a man who I would determine as a careseriot.

"As I said before I only know that Ferop was the “resident of the
Argentine Heruhlic and 18 now In axile.

"Molotoy to my mind is enothar of thoss Soviet monsters.
01l gnhaver - 21l I imow thet ha is the lsader of the Socisl-demcorata

in Weatern Cermany but I don't inow anything else about him.

ol 4 P dinister Churchill on the other hand is the grsatest
living political genius of the smssglex century.
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KNOWLEDGE OF AND ATTITUDES TOFAKD SELECTED PERSONALITIES

k. When asled to tell me who in her opinion is the greateat living
Hungarian, respondant said": Unfortumstely, I do not lmow mnybody whom
I could qualify as such.”

B. Ber reactions to persons of importance in world affalrs were a8
follows:

"I belisve that Jpre Negy would not have gone ay further than
Cowulks did in Poland because he 18 a Joscow~traiped politiclan,
efter 2all, and he was only swept by the tide of the revolution towards
the finer attitude of complete neutrality.

"Cardipal Mipdssenty to ny mind is sn extremely respectable and forceful

cheracter. | am sure that the speech he held on Nov. the 3rd and for
which many peonle blamed him wes not his idea st all, and he was more
or less forced to deliver it.

Nlasalo Hgdl, to my mind, is a complete waaste and that is all I can say-

"Expo Geyo 4s a lousy skunk end Janps Madgr is the same.

"] have heard the rame of Cepersl Bela Niraly mentloned for the first
time when it was said that he is going to go with fleneral daletsr
together to megotiate with the Husalans. Powever, it seems that he
did not go.

Milegarding Aisa Anps Kathly, I believe that she is a woman of good
intentions but not a very smart politieian.

"] hold Presidept eigenhower in very high estesiu.

"Secretary-Geperal Hamgerskjold on ths other hand was not energatic
apough in the Hungerian ouestion. The Hungarian people at home had very
great expectations in him.

mJohn Fﬁtﬂr Dulles, Ithink is a very smart statesman, and so 1s also
former Prime Kinister Eden. Kegerding former P;;ggig_q_t_g_mn » I think,
he was wisest when he decided to use the atom bomb apainst Japan and
aended the war.

leader
"os dikovan I imov very little. The Indian Bshruis 2 amart politician
but he is inclin-d to b on too good terms with the Soviet Union.
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Meo she was of the opinion that the Americen government should
not & cknowledge the present pup-et governmmat of Hungary oxiGubsr
headed by Hadar.

According to respordent, Peopls in Hungary would like to see more
Westarn visitors because these visitors would always find someone who
could shor them the real situation in Hungary, and peoble would hope
that t hese poople ware returning to tho West could activiy make some
propoganda for the Hungarians. Hespormdent thougni that minly
pevspaper men and politicians would be mcst welcome. Thase people
however, should be informed in mdvence that they ought to try to contact
the man in the street also, and not only the official people that they
ara told to meet; othsrwise, they will mever l:arm the truth.

"Paople at home" said respondent,” are famished for anything that is
eoming from the West - books, periodiecals, newspapers, etc.,however,

I camot see how t'1s probdém can be solved at present. The only way
that books and periodicels can be taken ipbo Hungary would be by

the diplometic vays. legpondient slso sald that peopls in Hongary would
bevery grateful to know that the exiles are taking part In esuch
aciivitiss as sending Western via otrs and putlications to Bungary.

On the Marshellplan launched in'iB, respondent sald:

"Well I have heard a great deal about the Marshall plan, of course, and
I also knov the motives; - to give economic help te countries ravaged
by the sscond World Ware. I believ e that this assistance wes quite

on the gaelfiecss side although the Communiat orepoganda triad to present
it ina quite differant way.

"As to why America beorme involved in the Korean wer in 1950, I think
it was for the reason that the US wanted to put an end to Husslan
expansion.

4. When asked about the Un, whether or not they could have affacted

the situation in Hungary during the last mwntha-of 1956, respondent
said:" Certainly had the UN been more spergetic and forceful,btissycould
have dome so. To my mind, the UN should have enforced reprisals sginst
the Soviet Unlon ard had the Soviet Union refused to obey, fimlly
exclude them from the UN. Also, I think that the UN should have accepted
Mins Kethly ma & lawful repressntative of the Hungarisn mation In the UN.
Due to the ineffective attituds of the UN in behslf of Hungary, I do not
sea xwy that the UN will undertake any effective sction on behalfl of

Bungarys,
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Hegarding the German military strength, I do not know how strong
it is, but 1 only believe that the Germany army in quality is an
axtremely good ome and very modern and certainly much tetter than
the French. I do not Jmow how long the term of servics is in ths
West Cerman army.

Tn comparing the (erman army to the Hussian occupation forces,
respordent sald:

“"The Fungarian population did not suffer from the German cccumtion
army on the vhole. The army wes disciplirad and this stood for both
officers ard enlisted men. The most unprpular occupaticnal fearce was
the Hussisn, of course. And the most unpopular force in Hungary is
the Huselan.

G. Whenasked about NATO, respondent sgid:

"I lmow that NATO is a military alliance of the North Atlantic nations.
The Warsaw pact, compared to the NATO was supnosed to be set up on ths
sameé principles but for the castern duropean Mationms 1in alliance with
the Soviet Union, but of cowrss, the partiecivation in ths Warsaw Fact
vas compulsory for the satellite natiors - contrary to the member
nationsof NATO.

"Hegarding the British labor Party, I beliews that this Party is an
ideal social-democrat party vhich has no leanings 'oward Communism at
all. I do not ioyow anything about other Luropean soclalist parties.

"regarding the 1lving standerd of'erious Western countries, I bellieve
thet the 1living standard ip at ita highest in Weat Garmany, then comess
Great Pritain, Italy, apypt, Greece and finally the Soviet Uniom."

Hs ¥hen asked her first impressions on the United States, respondent
said:

“ 1 was prepared to find something grandicse here in the 0S but what
1 have found has meocfsw surpassed my inagination in every way.

Bn what the 8 sheuld do now for the people in the mationa of Ematernm
survps, rospondent was of the opinion that the US should use its power
that the UN chould keep the fastsrn Suropsen problem always on the
ageria and should not drop it, as it seems it had, The US polisy om the
whole was considered much too cautio ebi,fespordent, and she also

said that the US zhould give no aid government s as Poland, Tugoel ovia,
etcc and peither to Hungary becauss the people of thess gountriss would
receivanc benefit of these alds. Haspondent also said that har atid tude
did not change since she came to this country as to wmet US shovld do.
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I
I
relations with ths other bast Suropsan nations I would say are |
that these 2ast Zurcpean mations admire him, but do not like him. |
His relationship with Husaia is something nohody knows for smrej it |
ie alwaye a ceording to the prssent prevailing situation. His relationship
vith the West is extremsly smart, and I really do not imow and camot ‘
understand how the Western world cam tolarate hls shilly-ehalliying.
Sometimes he is pro-fiset and then the next day he is pro-Hus-ian. |
|

"Tito's attitude, however, during the Hungarian revolution was pretiy
decant, especially whan be admitted and gave esylum to many Hungarian
refugees. Titoisam, as I said before, in not secaptable for me for the
sbove mentionad reasons.

"] do not ¥mow to which Tito is populsr in Yugoslavia, ard I also no
imovledge whatsoever of internal conditions in Tugoslavia,

E,"On the Middle-dast - that is on the Sues situation, respondent
gndd

hs timing of the Susw invasion was extremly unfortunate for Hangary.
Novertheless, I believe that even though sden had to resign, he wmas
quite right. L do not think that the Isrmeli i-wvasion of Egypt was
right, on the cother hand, and 1 believe that they intarferred only

on tte imstigation of the British, I also think thet Nassar was wrong
in notiotel fging the caral.

"Event in £gypt, unfortunately, affscted greatly the develormants in
Bungary in October 1956 because despite the fact that the British and
the "ranch have Tollowed the United Mations and sanctions, the Hussians
wers only encouvraged in not doing so.

"The livirg atepdsrd in West Germeny is far asal undersatend is extremaly
pood.

"On the other hand, I de not think that the Uermans are dangerous at all
eand might start another war. We only have to be very grateful that
Bestern Corpany is reacrming and that the Western powsrs sre halping her
to do #o, becsuse, after all, against Hussia it will be the Carman army
enly who will take up arms Af the time comes, and T think that tha
re-armemert of Usrmany should be stepped up as much ag possible.
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preferances or dielikes of those countries is based on the people
amnng the Hungarians bocause the governments after all satellites

ag Hingary's govarnment ia.

"If free elactions were hold in these countriss, I bel jave that the
Communist regime would topple.

"As to0 the living standards, 1 baliswve that the highsst is highest
in Cseckoslovakia, followed by Eastern Cermany, then Hungary, Poland
Bulgat#ia and Homania. "

Ce The situation in Poland was summed up by respondent as follows:
"1 can define Gomulks's govarnment like this: it bhas started to b= '
a genuine change and now it has become a Hussian puppet again; reverthsless
his policy represents a step in the right direction, even t.lz_ml# l
I do not bslieve in a policy of gradualisme: I beliesve that Gommlks :
will stay in powsr for sometime, but the rnt_m policies of Poland
will depand on what is goling %o hl;pnan Hungary. At least I believe
it, and 88 long as no major changes are going to hap-en in Hungary,
Poland's policy will also bte stagmant,

"In my opinion, eventa in Foland did have an effect on events in
Hangary, because people in Hungsry becams more encoursged seeing thet
that Poles had dared to start to revolt agmimet the Russlan regime.

Iam mferring hare to the svents of thaPozman revolt. During Oot.

and alter Oct. '56, howewar, the Polish events had no effect on the
avante inBungary. I have not heard, however, in freedom of expression
in Poland bafore Gomulla‘'s rise to power. We have heard pbout the
Porpan riots and elso th: trials. These ware discussed in the Comnwunist
Hungarian press amd also on radio, but more details wer: received from
tha foreipn radiocs.

PNevertheless I would pot hava preferred that the Hungsrian revolution
taks a part alomg Folish lines, and I am sure that nobody in Hungary
would have & ccepted the concessions that wer given to Folapd."

D. On Yogoslavie, respondent said: "I believe that Yugoslavia in a

way impreased graatly ths dastern furopean nationa; at lsast in Hungary.
gvarybody was quite lmpressed by the fact thst Tito dared to treak off
makx his pation from thes Soviet bloci on the other hand, it was easy
for him to do so because Yogoslavia had no common order with the Sovist
Upion. In my mind the natiopal Communism 1s still & Communism, and all
I can say is that no kirnd of Communisa is acceptable for me. Tito's
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EVENTS OUTSILE RUNGARY

A. Regarding tho chandes of changes inside Hussia, respondent sald:
"ifter what has happeped in Hungary, I do not bulisve that there ia
A chance of any change ingide Hugsia because probably the Soviet
government will be imposing sll kind of restjretions in the country
aleo. After the 20th Farty Gongress, thore was a chance of slowly
liberaliration, but now I balieve that only the top eschelon will
have aomwe kind of controversy. This fact may be the cause of change
in Rugsia. After all, I do not know what the feelinzs of the peonla
are in buseis mow about Communism, becauge as far as ws have heard
from the Czarist times and now,; we can compars it with the Communist
regime - both are sbout the seme. The Hussian peo-ls after all don't
knor vary much mors than oppression and bel "even it must be liks
this-as it is 2t present. Un the other hapd, thers were a great many
Busslan troops who es oocapation farces im Zuropa must have ssen that
1life can be.end is,different somewhers olse.

"l do not think that this ia 8 good question, that if Hussia had

free elpctions, what would be the resuli, because I balieve that first
of &l1 there must be a change in Hussia, m:d only then copld ths free
slections be held, and after that change in Husaia and the free
elections,there :l:.t no question of what kind of change is going to be
therea,

"Tha aims - the overalland cellective alms of the Hassian top
Commundsts ie one of course is the world "Communism”. Eexileoomax

I do not believe that they have amy privata lives. They only strive
to achisve pppulerity and to 'sep thair hoade on their necks as long
as possibla,

"The differencee betwesn tha Hussian leadars and ths Hungarian

Communist are that the Hungarian Cammunists are receiving their ordars

Irom doscow and not evan that alight irdependence of ths Husefun
Communist leaders.

B."0n the relative populerity of other nstlons in Kagtern Europs,

in Hungory, respondent sgid:"The most popular in Hungary is of course
Poland becavs: Poland was the first ome wheo tried to break away from
Commpism in the lact ysar; then comes Czechoslovakia because it is

greatly respzoted by the highly developed industrial amd sconomic system.

Then comes Eaot Cermany, Komania, Yugoslavia apd Bulgaria. The
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that the brother of a very famous milliner in Budapest, Vilma Gargely,
Comrede Oergely was Hakosi's driver."

B."Regarding vhere I drew most of wmy infermation during the last ten
years, they were taken from the radio. We listened always to the PBEC,
RFE and the VOA.

Ce "By word of mouth I always got political news from friends, and
relinble omeo; aleo, from relatives. I found, howsver, that this nevs
wes ustelly less reliable than amy other sources.

D. "Before and during the mar, I read the Fegt] JNigolo - the Lsbi Hardr,
and the idegyar Nemset. Alsc amcng the megamines, I regularly read was
Uiiflok, and the Hid. As to books, I read widely the Hungarian, Germen
French and Engliah litersture — mostly in originals. The press,
however, fxximg during the war waas grestly influenced by the German
pressure. These papers I did not read.

"During the last eight to ten ye&rs, I did not resd the newspapers
regularly « Ve did not subscribs to any of those Communist newspapers.
I someti es raed the Sgatpd Nep, Altogether, I can say, that ever since
1947, T did not put apy trust into the papers at all. l'I:e only part

of the newspeper you could bslieve wae the movia programs and sports
avemts. ALl vas that was statistics was only liss. 1 only read newspap.rs
during those last ten years when I knew that something important had
haprensd and some of the Mdpgwigs had a long spsech, so I wanted to ses
what sort of lies they ware spain trying to feed us on. Neither did 1
nor my family read any publications from the UESSR or other satellites;
howsver, we read the Vogue and House and Gerden and otfher American
magnzines that were sent and were allowed to come to Hungary by some
friends.

"I also read many of the so-called BABRSFAEEH books that wers hidden
by friends Mmdocowees end ourselves. de did not sutmit them to the
govermmant and loamd them out to arybody whooas reliable. This way

I also read very of ten the Neus Zorcher Zeitap, wirich is & Swiss paper,
and £ so the Lcopomist. These were, of course, illegal to read. 1 also
read Thg Hesdar's Digest. Always a friend of ours got it somehow Lfrom
the Americen legation and loaned it to us.

- =
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THE FORMATION F PUBLIC OPINION

Regarding how subject got her information about the different

evantes outside of Hungary, etc. she geve the follawing information:
"The Hungarian Communist press and the redio, as well as the foreign
radios have discussed at some length the 20th Party Congress and the
Khrushchev's speech heard on this occasion, but we have not teen
given the full text. I'm sure that the top Commnist leaders, howsver,
have received the fNdl text of it. What we knew about the 20th

Party Congress and Kmeotoncdomswsiooesoodiarkx Khrushchav's spsech
was that it was a2 complele changs in policy and they turmed against
Stalin and all this probebly because they wanted to appease the
gatellites, Feople at that tims were quite taken aback to see that
the Russians dared dle criticire Stalin so openly, and of course, we
all were hoplog very much that at last a change for the batter would
be the result of all this. We were all so very curious tosee ths
reactlons of the Hdussian people to this nev policy.

When ssked about what she knew of Senstor deCarthy or the un-American
Acvivities Committee, respondenmt said:

W] cortainly was informed sbout Senator deCarthy's activities and we
were very glad that he at last has realized the dinger of Communism.
The Communist press, norever, all over keatern Europe was defaming
him. We sll thought it wes high tima that the United States ought

to realize that the Communiet spents are infiltrating the West also.

*] know that Peron wes the President of the Argentine Hepublic, ut
I do not anything of what was the ceuse of his fall.

"About Hazkosi's private 11fe, w only heard details by hearsay and

by grapevine. It was told that ope of our prominent aciresses was

his girl friend Emat alao,

Hnex i erxionirichenoe at the time I vaue working at the no. 1

State luilding and Construction tnterprise, wx - this company was
building a huge swisming pool in his villa opn the Swathegy. This was
a very sumpticus affair and it had all the most modern devicea, such
g8 for instance, an aotonstic tar nmaulin which covered the pool when
it was out of use so as the leaves from the trees wouldn't fall inm,
etca Il cost gquite & fortume and I rememberthat gll worlsrs who
participatad in the comstruction were screened mony times before they
ware allowed to po trera. Ve also knew that his wife was 3 Klmuk -

a woman who loved to maint on china and dimy by socwe "chanca" she always
won the first prigss of the exhibiticns, It was also generelly kmown
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The present boundariss e&re unacceptable for respondent, howevar,
she sald that at present a change wouldn't bs apnropriate. She
thinks the only adjustment should b2 made by plebesibe.

Hasponden® was of the opinion that not all Hungsrien minorities 1living
outside of Hungary had a very bad time, that is, economically.
Otherwlise, she said that she did not think very much about the
Hopgarians living outside of Hungrry and ¢id not think very much sbout
the whole problem. She also was of ¢ he opinion that in the present
sitvation this probbbm is reslly secondary.
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"Hegarding the maximum 1imit te tho amount of land anyoms parson

or famliy should own, I do not believe that the owpership of large

huge sstates of several tens of thousands mcres hos been justified
principle, since I know very little about agriculture and its comnected
problema, I do not know which should be the maximum limit the
government cught to set.

YWhen I saked respondent what kird of government in an independent
H,ngary sand when she chose betwean two pessible kirds of govermment,
she chose the first case that guarantees personal freedom of thas
individuals. This, because, she sid that in a free country everybody
can gat shead sccording to har or his talents and always meke a
living according to the living standard desired.

Hespondemt decidedly denied tha reasons for ocutlying ths Comunist
Farty in an independent Hungary becauss if outlawed, she saild, the
Communist Ferty would go underground because something prohibited is
always wery desirable. Hesides, a Communist Party in Hungary would
have no future at all.

Ixkermddomaiogodbomncat

C. Bespondent said that she would desire for an indepsndent Hungary
an internpatioml vosition that is similar to that of Austria. Her
reasons far this were that becauss a small country like Hungary ia
always best off if completely neutral apnd independent. As to relatiomns
with the di fferent othar countriea, respondent would not want to have
anythin to do with Lhe Soviet Union, militarily, economically or
culturally. Hegarding the other sast European states she would like

to sse only with Czhecoslovakia, some economic relatiommship, and then
with the restof surops and the UnitedStatss, she would welcome economic
and eultural connsctions.

Respomrient did lmow about the possibility of a federstion of Lambian
states, but she balieves that such federation is 1ot desirable because
there are too many Slavic and “estern duropeen steates inveolwved in it.
The only states she would Liks t see included in a federation with

Hungary would be ki Austria pecause the geogravhis situation is such
and bealdes the counmtry had many ties with Austris before World War I,
and sven now, for thet mtter,”



a2=¥
HLE XIV/ 5 B pas37

SOCTAL, POLITICAL AND £CONOM IC IDEOLOGY

ks ®hen asked what an independent Hungery should be and what sord

of & system she would like to see in Hungary, respondent sald:

# I would welcome te see some &ocisliszed state which is based, howevar,
on privete economy.”

B."Ragarding the economic eyetem, Hungery should clearly emphesis
agriculture and secondly the light imduatry, due to tha prevailing
sofl conditons the country is prisarily an agricul tural country, snd
the amphsis on the ight industry would save Hungary mamy foreign
importe. The heavy imdustry in Hungary has bean beoosted on the
Hussien future and has had & disastrous effeclt on the country's
economy. Hungary dees not ropsess sncugh raw materlals to supply our
hesvy indwstry and tha raw materisls have to be imported at the wery
high cost:

"I believe that industry of comnodities ahould be mamfactured from

the r ich ceecsses-0re Bungary has, Further more, all textils mterials, |
with the exception of wool nnterisls, and than also for instance the I
maufsecture of chima. Hegarding what Hungery zhould grow or breed, stc. '
I do know very little about agrioculture, so I camtot give my opinion on I
this. 1

"If the Communist regime were overthrown, I believe that the nztional
entersr ines rhoald be hantied back to the private ownsrs. The kolkhoszsa
and state farss should alse be dissolved.

"However, in my mind, it would be a wiee thing to ksep tha following
industries and anterprises in the hands of the stste. First of all,

the mining industry and then the foundries and smelting industry; “he
transportations - all kind of #ransportation - railroads, busas, strest
sare, etc: Then electric, water and as warks, and also the mail services,
includidg telephore, By the way, these four latter have always besn
astate enterprises even before the war, in Hingary. 1 the light
industries, I would return all enterprises to orivaté ownsrship.

"The govermment should, hopever, have & control ovar the prices of
agricultural producta.”
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#Internsl changee in the Soviet Union would certalnly lead to a
ssttlement in Hastern Lurops and this is wishiful dream in which all
Hungarians beck home are indulging, and maybe it will come about too,
due to the events in Hungary.

B. Progpects for Bungery cduring the lest eignt or Len ysars were
apusssed by the people in Hungary according to what has hapoened to the
Western world. ¥hen there wase Four~Power mesting or any othar
conference, or the Sovist has eased to
tho slightest extent the reigns also - for instence, af'ter the
Austrian pemce treaty, hopes were flying high in Fungary, and everybody
hooed that soomer or latsr the Huyssians will also lsave the country.
In my opinion, pecole im Hungary have underestissted the Warsaw Pact
and estinated the dmpact of the Auatrian Feace Treaty far too high.
Other hoes that were volesd at that time were also that a complste
asconomic design - a collapse of the whols economio syatem In the
satelitte paticns would also bring about a change, and the Yussians
#ill move out [rom this arss. %ith this of course everything would kave
been solved.

"Ganerslly, at home, peoole were always saying: "How long is this
going to last?™ The pessimists were booed and the optimiets always
told each other that this was the last yesr, end next year it would
ba different."
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IHEXINE
ASSESSUENT OF FUTULE PROSPLCTS FUR HUNGARY

A. Hespomient gave her view on what sha thinke what is going te
happen in Hungary in the future as follows:

8inoe the HKusegians hawe sesn that they cans ubjugate the country
without sny interferame and reprisals from the West, 1 have no
j1luziene chout the (uture of Hungsry snd I am sure that the terror

is going to contimus. The Hussians will impose on the Hungarien people
in order to keep them in a state of geared-fright so &s they shouldn't
even dream of starting &8 mevw revolt. However, I am also sure thal the
passive resistance in Hungery will continue, and thie is the only vy
the peopls can show their dislike for the regime. Xadar, on the other
hand, I'm sure will withdraw ke even the slight concessions he hae
made hitertc and he will impose a much stricter rule then evar tafare.

"As far a3 lmn 226 ‘rom lstters fecelivad from homs, paonls back in
HBungary are still hoping that some sselstance from the Fest will be
forthcoming, but sy=elf, I am pessimistic about that bacause I have
sean that here, nar, nobody cares sbout matter # in Hungary amymorse.

“Short of independence, I do not believe thal amybody would acoept
compromise. Meither the Hupgarians back home, nor the peopls who have
le ft Hungary. We do not want a Polish- lile nor a Yugoslav kkind of
golut fon.

"The situation in Hungsry can only be aclved by means of war, but this
is of courae Bistasteful to everybody - mveelfl and alao to some people
at homs. However, I mwe also heard veoioces that we rather die -ell of
us~ than to comtinue to live as we have to. An atomic war neverbheloss
is not desired by arybody. Also I do not think that & war is likely to
ocour in Burops on behalf of Hungary unless there is a flare-up in the:
East. This may rather causs an cutbreak for which we are hoping, and
mayba in connection with that the Western world will be shaken out of
ite imactivity becavse aftar all they orobably have a more interests in
the near sZast than in Hungary."

"Why, beck in Hungery, I balieved that intermational pressure of (N

sanctions meybe would force the Hussians %o leave Hungary. Homasver,

gine I 2m here, I am complately pessimistic &bout thismcause I have
seen that the Un is pood for nothing.
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"If it was found cut that an of ficial accepted bribes, it
depended who was the ome. Usually they were dismissed and received
ope or two ymars of prisom."

0-"Concarning the efficiency of different pacpla whe hed powmer in
Communist Hungary, I must say that the secret police, the AVH,

are well ~traimsd for their jobe and after gll, 17 nomaone can stomach
the kind of thipgs they had to do, thay munt have had a tzlent lor
thet, 1 do not kmow agything atout the efficiency of ths Hunparisn
army - mikner lesadership, nor the Hugaian army lezdership. The publie
administration officiele on the other mnd vere very inefficient and
they were people who didn't know a thing how to administer an office,
usually they ware people of very low intelligence and of low claes
who mere put by the Communist Party into the key jobs. The competent
people and thoss who ware expsrts were ssrving low wapes and in

the lower eschslon.
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Quite shortly bzfare the revolution there were no Russian troops
staticned in Budapest smomspx ituslf so 1 heve no ideas whether thers
were eny relastions between the civiliame amd the Russien cccupation
troopa. Hegarding the lussian troops' behaviour during the revolution
I have heard only by hearsay that some of them had mkemgeit exchanged
their tanks for tread ss they ware badly in need of food. Aflar the
revolution, there were four Hussian tanks to sach axit and entrence
to the tunrel under the fortress. I had to pass them every day on

ny way to work, and I can say that I was scared to desth svery day
g8 thoy all the times these soldiers were "mustering® the women that
masgad them. Those soldiers who wera brought into Hungery after the
4th of Nov. were scered to desth. They were shooting et evary small
provocation. It mppenad in our street. For inatance, if somebody let
down the blinds of the window, this made a rattling noise and all of
& sudden the hussians turped the tank against the house and shot ths
whols house into shambles. Ths occupaticn troops that wvere staticmed
in Hungsry befors the revolutlon were sxchangsd probably because they
were unrelisbls. The new ......mere mostly Aongolian soldisrs and
also & wild lot, but evan those expressed amament when thay knsw
were they ware; they rever ware told why they had to fight, and
whara they were sent. "

E.ﬂhnﬂ'nr or not local governmnat officials would be willing te
forget the roles and help in trouble, respondent answered:

"Yag, &t ususlly was ope of the old eivil ssrvants in the governmant
offices who either out of kindness, and sometimes also for money,
helpsd people in trouble. After all, | cannot blame those paople 1if
they accepted bribes becauss they were paid a pittance only.

. However, it wus quite esuy to "pget arcund" some of the rsgulations

%o e certain e:‘tﬂnt, and this was mostly possible through Party
conmeetions. It was very useful alse if you had a soupls of rones

%o pull by the Farty or the trads unlon line. As far as I heard, everyom®
wig open %o bribes, and mostly et the lecel governuent officea -distriet
offices, rather - &nd for inatance also at the housing -local- comuittee.
Thetax offices eap-cially were known for accepting bribes &3 mainly from
the indivicual emall crafteman, who for imstance mads dressses or shoos
to order for thoss psople. This mea the -~eason why the emnloyses of

the tax of fices were very frequently chenged. 4 havs heard also that

you pesded a great desl of monoy, usually 30-{0,700C forinths if you
wanted to bribe somsome at the AVH, or for instance, a® lesst surrendesr
an arartmant to the men of the AVH you wanted to bribe.
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B. The Hungarian courts btsfore 1945 were a highly respactabls
institutions. They were always fair to sveryone and the treatmemnts

ard the sentences were extremely impertial. The Hungarian courts

were always known for their high standardes. Contrary to these courts,
the Peopla’s Courte in 1945-47, which were established to pass judgaent
for political "crimes" wes the most horrible institution ever sat up.
People weoc: who were comrletely unedcuated were assignad as judges and
jurors. The sentences were passed under the strongest class prejudice;
sgainat those who have comzitédd crimes agsinst the “psople's
democracies”. 1 also believe that the so-called "war criminald were
not all guilty and sorious injustices have been committed at those
trizls, and 1 deo not thirk thst all santsnces were fair.”

D. When aaled about the feelings about the Husaian Army of the Hungarians
ard whather they were due to ' ha events of 1848, respondent said:

" I do not lmom how this idea worled out but nobody ever talked about
this. The feelings about the Hussian army are due entirely to their
behaviour in 1955 when they mlstimboromseicctarxayxinakxths adnitted
atrocities againat the po tirn. Thay were raping young women, yrung
girls snd even old women. “hey were looting and pilfering everyrhers,

"AMlso, I believe that since the Russian army was loocksd upon as the
representative of the Communist regine , ih Soviet Russia, and as the
representatives of foreign power, the ﬁu.uglriln mtion quite rightly
gtartod to hato them even more intensely day by day, to the degree as
people hated Communism. Besides, after zll, an occupation troop is

never populsar,

"Before the Huselans actuelly entered Bungary, ws had heard encugh
about them, end tieess were very bad news; nevertheless we never thought
that thay would be that bad, Thelr behaviocur exceesdsd every imggimation.
I had soma first hand experience with the Russlian army becsuse they
eccupled an apartxent right undernsath ours in an apartment house. Heare,
several of the windows were boarded up the Hussian officers, and every
night we hawe seon that they have carried young women there, and during
the night we beerd the mest terribls screams, and sobbings. You can
imagine what was going on. The only ad'lant-lg.a that we had of ficers
living in the house that 2t least the AV™ men didn't dare come Lo the
gpartment house to loot and to rob. So you can imagine that my

attitude toward the Hussiane rmy in Hungary since 1955 hsa not changnd;
in fact, as evarytody elee does, I heted them more and more every days.

IR
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THE APPARATUS OF POVER

A. The AVH, respondent said:

"These people wers the u:!fot the earth and they cames from all social
classes. <dost of them wore jig sadistic inclinations extremely
unintelligent and stupid. My brother-in-law wap hangsd by the
Communists in 1952, maybe in 1953, I'm not quite sure. le wes the
editor of the Homan Catholic Paper, UJ IMBER. He wes charged with
subversive activities apgainat the people's damccrecies, and also
with trumped-up charges that he had conmections with the Fremch. He
was for a long itime in AVH prison bafore he wes executed. We never
conld fird out anything about hiis

"Than there was the so-called disciplirery cemp at at Hecsk: The

ngy innocant peoole for that metter were treated, vas squivalent to

a Grend Cuignol. Peopls were tortursd, besaten up, and they wmers

dying of hunger.They, somstimes wers tied up near & stove, for instance
we knew & uan whose hand was burped this ways I also had a frisml of
mineé who was baatap up and tortured at the so-called collecting prison
4n Buydspest. Wnen Hungary is independent, 1 think all members of the
AVH should te put before a competent tribunal, and all those who have
murderad and torturad poonls should bs punished adeguately. The fellow
travelasrs of the AVH men I would send to disciplinery campa &a they
have sent the innovent peorls, ar even betier perbape tranafer thenm
to Hgssin. They should live in & Communist "parasdisa,

Regarding the regulor police with the AVH, this police force had
guite 2 number of decent peopla. 1t was not a danger to your life teo
come inte their hapds. This is sure. However, I febl that Communism
did affect the morale of the regular pelice system, because the
Communist regime tried to bring them out and indoctrimate in the
Comminist = irit. They wer:s alsc extremely badly tmimd and thorefore
not vary compatent., I do mot know Af thay were apt te be corrupted

by bribss, or so.

"On the other hand, what 1 have heard the repgular police mestly took
the gide of tha freedom fighters. I also remember iLhe policeman ware
quite of happy that they vere again called "officers™ hy the peoyls

inatead of "comrades". 1 alsc heard many ofxkeogsidex rogler police

TRt il T "u"ﬂ thE fm:’ﬂm .fight-erﬂ-.

B "D -
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courts were glwsys known for their nign stanourus. wvwiviss, . thess
gourta, the Faonle's Qourts in 194547 which were eastablished to oecs
judgmernt for_ molitical "erimep*-wea Lhe most horrible institution ever
gset up« Pdorde who wers completely uneducated vere-acsigmed sa Judges
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1ike hin -2 man called HEucezka, and then Zoltan Zelk. The

aforgment ioned- Thomea Mogzel, stoc. sven tookposmsasasion of an
apsirtmernt of a8 family who was deported. 1 hesard that muach has been
written about him in ope of the magnzines over here, and I am reslly
shocksd to sse this. It was reslly not worth while to suffer for
twelve years if ope sees that peonls who have served the regime timooe
ashe did suddenly male & departure and presto: hers thaya re being
treatsd as martyrs: I am roally quite sick %o hear this.
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tried to slow down our work ae much as possible. This oppesition
behaviour grew stronger and stronger se time went by, and 1t was
at 1ts peak between 1955 ~56, Aa & result last year tho goveroment
had to give in amd seversl goverrment reetirictions ware eased.

"Regarding the sctivitiss of ths intellectuala; J did hear of the
Fetofi Circle first in the Spring of 1956. This Circle at Cirst was
the Clrcle of Communist Mungarisn writers, who nevertheless, anted

to achisve the fre=dom of the press and the right to eriticlss *he
govermment ea well 88 to rorotest against the uwndue Influeance of

Hoacow and £lso thase wrilers andpoets wanmted to bring btack thae
Hungarian literature on & matiomal purely Hungarian testss This
intellectusl formart was one widsly koown, but I never heard of any
aytive movemsnt againat the government. later on, the students from
the verious Univers tiec have joined intoc the mctivities of tha

Petofi Circle. This was in the summer of 1956, I would liks to mention
here that on Dot. the ‘Eth. our .u--u----llndﬂ;f has composed muaiec
to the words of the Fetofi's famous natiocral song, witnh the refrain
"wa swasr that we shall no more remain slavas", This was sung and
performed at ths steps of the Mational Museum by 3 dstachzent of tha
Hungarisn amy anpd it had & terrific succass. 1

Tin my opinion, the intellectuvsls had pothing new to say, neverthelaas
they ware the ones who ipnited Sexsawey ths Hunggarian revolution.

"l still do not under-tend the motivesof the meabers of the Fatefi
Circle who organized thé ective reslstapce against the Communist regime
beeaues aftor all the reping was very kindly dispossd tomardz thom.
They had &ll sorts of privilegea. It wes more marorising therefore that
fimlly “hey had opoughe 1 believe that the cup over{lowed whan the
rogine ordered that the litarature and poety, everything, ehould be
gubmitted to ths Party Congrcl. Also, sfter the 20th Farty Congress,
the membors of the Petofi Kor became more end mora courageoua. These
authors and writers who belonged tothe Petofi Circle for long yeers
had been opportunists, beosuse they guite liked, I balleve, to te
coddled by the regims. But nevertheless, they had & gmmd fifth s ense
Yo Tfe=l that the tims hat come when scmething could be cdore and they
haye uwsed this opportonity as well as they eculd. Because I'm convinced
thet even without thelr sctioms, s revclution in Hungary would have
started sooner @ later. I thoroughly dsspise ons of the Fetafi Kor
memiars kmoX by the name of Thomas Accel whe wes the preates of
oppertuniets. He max received the 3talin priee s togather with other
famoue authors who served the regima. There wer also ssvaral others




52-F
HLH

XI/28 (4b)

It is well known in Hungary that thers are [ricticns between the
diffarent Pzrty fections in the Hungarien Communist Party and
agpecially that there were great debates and acandals at every
Party executive meeting. These factual fights were mostly due
to the bad Fariy morale; also becauss the Party meabers were
dissatisfied with the Ferty altogether, btut all of this only
hepoenad as far as I was informed after the 20th Farty Congress.
Zven the newspapers in Hungary mentiomed thia.

"In my opinion, the toc leaders of tha Communist Pirty in Hungary
are almost secsvsensssclnl ﬂ'lﬂr hava Qﬂl}' oma 8im..-to extend the
Communis t dootrine and Communist domination over the whole wrld.
These people had only ome thought and that was the Farty, amd I

am conmvinced that they did this mostly because they were fully aware
thet they simply have to do it omce they have staried - to do so in
order to remain elive at all, and to keen thair positions. They
knew perfectly well that it is impossible for them to diverge from
the Party linas.

"Hepgar ding their perscnal sandprivata aims, I cannot tell what xhm
were the motives of the top lesadersship, tmt I presume that they must
have mewx had a very strong corwiction - at least some of them, Others
were cruel, and mybe a very small number of them wxm was just in
arror. Hajk, for imstence, imagined to introduce s kind of Tito-ism
in Hungery. He Miled but I am reelly not sorry for him becsuse he was
& Communist mnevertheless. There is & great difference betresn ths
motives of the rank and file members snd those who belong to ths top
eschelon. Hank apnd file members just wnat to be left in pssce and in
a good job. The smwomekeisnyx aims of the top esechelon, homever,
are [ixsd and controlled by Moscow.

"ihen Hungery is independent apain, I believa that the best punishment
wonld be to send all Hungerisn Communists to liussia,

Co "Ae far as I kpew and heard before the revolution, there was

no other oppostion agaimi the Communist government other than paasive
resistance. 1 never heard cof amy sabotage. I saw an example of passive
resistance, however, in the office among the peopla of my own social
cantre and among my friends in diffarent offices.

"Hie always tried to avold eny official meetin s, Party meetingy; we never
went out together with people an cutings organized by the trade union

or by ths Communist Party. We alao sabotaged by going to the demonstra-
hions as organized b the different officef autherities. Ve also
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THE POLITICAL LIFE

Ao"I could say that ever since 1942, I started to becoms interested

in polit jics and I followed the politicel events through the press and
radic with great interest. However, my femily nevar joined any political
party but we were very sywpathetic to wsiokhx ths small-holdsrs and
demooratic merty. Hegardirg my feelings sbout the Communist Farty
before a nd after 1948 - urti) the very dey is expreesed in ore word -
bhats.

B. "In my opinion the members of tha Communiat Pa~ty come of & very
miwed social background and of &ll social classes. Partly they are
the old idealist communiste, but to say who already at the time of
first Communist regime in 1949 in Hpngary have remined communists
meres mostly the poorer working class pecols pnd the poor psasants who
lived at & very low living standard. Also, there were a couple of
4dealist Communirte among the in ellectunl class and among the Jowish
people. I'm sure then as elwaye every Party has, ‘he Communist Farty
gloo had & numbsr of followers who were opportuniste and belonged to
the Party because they were acting for material or other grins, and
fimlly tha Jews whe balonged to the Commni-t Ferty became Farty
members out of vengence for all the sufforings they kst weére suljected
to under the Mazi regim ., The att todes to the Pacty in 211 kimds of
members muet have wdergons a4 great change bacauss those who wers a
1little bit intelligent must have ssen that very soon,xhm little by
1little,everything went wreng in Hungary, and the gzreat Communist
promises were nevsr fulfilled. By that tims, when thsy were completely
dissilusnioned ard wanted to leave the Farty, somstimas it wnen't
peassible for them todo so. I think that those peonle who were expellac
from the Farty ware quite hapny about it. ‘

10\~
"The Communist Yarty policies changed decidedly sfter the g larty
Congress. This wne the naw era. I must admit quits frankly that at
that time when the regime eased the reigns we wer: a little bit scared,
becanse we thought that now this is orly propogands weapon by which
the Soviet Union is trying to pull wool over the syes of the West, and
tried to bring nbeut a emeiliation in our living conditions and that
evarything will remsin in the same stagnant condition as underthe
Communist rule forever. Thereis no doubt about why the changes occurred,
becsuse the Hungirian Comuanist Party {ought atrictly the !Pscow
Farty line fxsscismrom After Stalin’s death, the new slogan wes to

pleaase the paople.
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insurence was frea. Lvarybody who worked was entitled to free
hospitalization and free madical cere. The vecatim plan worled nicaly
on paper, but not in practice, and the compensation or peneion orogram
ware sinply swful and thers were too many peopls vho applisd for e
vacstion, ard thers were never enough open places. Usually the workers
raceived their vacation alloted to them by the trede union, and even

50 you were lucky if you could get a wacation in every two or thres
yaara. The pensions were usually abolished and as far as 1 know very
$aw peopla hed them returred,thnd sven then whst “hey got was extremsly
Little.

K. "As to my preference whare to liwe - in the country or in the city - .
I sust say thet X am a girl who always lived in the eity and I think

it would be owfully lorsly to be live in the soun'zy. A2 far as 1 have

saen, the working class in the cities have a better cdiet in Communist
Hangary it very often happened that ‘ha pesgsants lad to buy thelr bread,

and tha regime always cared for tho workers bestts:r. The gemeral standard

ef Living was also higher in the country beeause ‘he peasants had alrays
anough moeay Lo what ever they wntaed. Whather thsy hao Ep easfer

time polifdcally, I reslly cannot say. 1 belleve !t was sbout the same

in the city and in the country.

"ihen we heard the collectivigation was introduced in Hungary, I immediatel
thought it would il completely. The sollectivization ae it was

prac'iced in fungary was the worst possitle bacause in the end nobody

mads any effort te work merlously. The collsotivization was mostly

ebjectad to by the richer p=a2sants an far as I believa. 1 have heaprd that
undar the firet Prine dinistership of Nagy the collaclives had been |
dinsoclved becasse the whole systom was a faflure. At that tims, the

pagaants ware poraltted to quit tha odlleoctive farms if they wanted to do

80. S0 seny of the collectives wera dissclved. However WEE

informed that the smembern of the collectives did not back amy

of their snimals = live stock = nor the mechimery they have

given to the cellsctive. They hed to buy it teck for & wvery high pries,

PIn an independent Hungery 1 elisve the mest menaible agriculturel
eyetem would ' the middle sived propertlies, I amafraid I do not knom
any of the agrioulturml irmowations introduced sincs 1945 and 30 1 cannob
give my cpdnion oo those."
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Ds "0f the working conditioms, I can say the following: we had to
work from eight - five in the of fice whare I worked last. It took

ma shout half an hour to get there by bus or by strestcar. The office
where 1 worked wae & state patronized organizetion occupied with tha
mromotion and development of folk dances, folk customs and so on. he
organizad shows and mestings where psonle from the countryside ware
galectad to present to the city peonle their origiral folk dancesa in
thier old tradiltional costumes and dresses. [ workod there as a
sacretary in the corresnondence denartmnt and did moatly typing.

I got this job due to & frisnd of mine who slready worked thers and
told ma of the vacamoy. Nevartheless, we didn't tell anybody that he
told me about thds and that hs was the one mimm through whom I got the
40bs Thare was some difficulty in getting this job howaver, because dus
%0 my bad cadre file which was marked with all my ‘orelign relations.
They were vary umwilling to employ me; naverthelesa, they tadly nseded
gomeona in the office so L was hired, As to my relations with my
co-workers, I had a couple of friends who belonged to tha same clase
a8 myself. YWith these we had very good relations and the atmosphare was
congenial. Rith the rast of the people, we kept a cool and polite
relationship. This wan duely marked also on my cadrefile, as we found
out later on during the reveolution.

"By immadiste superior was an extremely nice man; howsver, the chief
of the office who was 2 Communist Farty member vas not one with whom

I had any good relations whatsocever. The manager of tha n coounting
office where I worked wo2g competent in his feld. He was a former hank
employese. The rest of the personnel wae moatly Farty mambers - I'm
thinking of the ones who held mora important jobs. For instance, the
manas=2r of the personnel department wes a former bookbindsr apurentica,
and the serager mf w23 a grade school tesncher.

"I cannot say that I was sstisfied in my Job tut I had to be satisfied
whether or not I liked it because I wes in btad need of having a Job.

I wae fully awere thet I was exploited. I had to work sxtremsly hard.
Because altogether Hixmk we had only 20 administrative employess. The
whola mw-ﬁn office wes just about what I could stand. That's all

I can sBay. 1low worlers were good at their jobs and it's reslly hard
to say. I have seen about 15% of them who were pretty gooed. The rest of
them, however, wers taking their work very easily. lo, I never wan
praisad for my work well donsa

The Sungsrian heleth and vecation programs 1 can say that the health
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Concerning clothing, s¢ I paid before, I only had clothes that [ got
from the United States from my cousin. If there wore & couple of
things I di¢ not urgently - or I could not wear = I sadld them. Ususlly
to tha comiission stares. The quality you ocould nurchage st the

state stores was awful until 1951, After 1951, and 1952, the quality
apd the cholcs improved decldedly, I btelisve this wis in 195) wmkik
after the general 20% my in salaries was introduced, In the last years
in Hungery also, the choice , the selection and ths quality of the
dlothing masguite god and T balis ve this was due to the fact that
1ittle by Little the regime has decided to improve the light industry
and o abandon heevy lndustry.

#Tha distribut lon in Hungary was the worst possible and ext

haphasard. It very often happened that certain things complately
disapoesred or you eculdn't buy summer clothes only in the winter amd
vica wersa. Also If you saw something in the windew, you were umable

te buy that, It was strictly & showplece. A talleor or a dressmaler could
work at home, but Lt must - he or shee had to pressrve a stricily
private charsoter of the whiole antérpriss, and she oould not employ
more then fhree psople bocause otherwiss it was already qualilisd as :
s 8mll factory, of wholesale plant. It waa simply imnossible to gat
any 8tendard spare parts if something went wrong with hous shold machine~
sewing michine or mamumm clsensr, you =imply had to have these spare
paris mada.

fin especinlly short sup-ly were nostly the toileiries -scap; then
electric bnlbe, angl therse was a tims when you couldn't get eny mending
woel, also woel inm yards, otc.

"Hagarding the black marlast, this has mora or less ceasad since 1951,

at the time when the so-cailed free market was allowed. Thers was,
howevar, still & Hlack warlet for nylon stockings. tven now in Hungary.
Ho weni black-marksting in focdetuffs went on anymore. At the times "hen
thae black merimet wes still in full sming, it was never organiszed and it
was elwsys on the spur of the moment and only the comsoditiss which were
presently in shortags. The nuniohments wers jefl, or fines. I can, however
remamber that thare wss black marketearing still going in now in Bungary
for gold and jevelry. Psople had toc sell their last belongings in order
to ele cut thedr living, and you aleays could find somaonme on the black
maprket who was willing to buy gold or good Jewslry.
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The Hungarien standard of living during the last eight years amd

went down due to the immense exploitation of the Sovist Undion -~

the country's natioral rescurces - its foodstuffe, goods, commodities
eto. 8l1 went out of the country to'the Soviet Undon.

B, IR On respondent’s income in Hungary during the paat ten years,
ahe gave the fcllowing information: her income wae 050 forinths a
month. Of this she had to pay 55 forinths for a peace loan; 4% for
childlees tax, 3% old-age vension, amd 107 for strazight undon fees.
The reductions sltogether wers above n 100 forinthbs per month.
Hespondent mover received any premium nor extra my.

desponcdent did have a secondary source of income. She took in

trapsletions and typing in her spars time and also, for instsnce,

during ber paid vacation time, she went as & film extra. She slso

worked 8% the film studios at night very often. Hera she generally

received 4O forinths per night, but that meant work until

the sarly hours. The reductions wers only 3% = old -0ga pension

reduction was mede of the fees from the movie studios. Her mother

looked after thelr household, and only shes and her husband worked

in order earn enongh for the family. Zro9fSyeshmsiarkmtmoeri |
Pmocfi$cinrinkhex  When she started to work she earned 900 forinths, |

and in 1955 she earmad 950 forinths .

Ce Heferring to prices and guality of geoods in Hungary at present,
respondant said the following:

"As much 25 poasible we alveys bought on tha free market, though it

mas more expensive than the state owped store goods, hut of course,

the quelity was very much better and it was really worth it. Flour,
lerd, sugar and scap however had to b= bought at the state stores. They
were out of aupply everywhere else. The difference in orice betvesn

the state ownad food stores and the free markst was quite substantial.
For instance, in ti® s tats store we peid 1L forinth for ome ege; emd

on the [ree market it was 2.20 - 2:40, but then we wers sure it was
asbslutely fresh., Also, you were better ssrved at the free market

than on the stpte stores, ond afler all you always had to go back to
the free market if a different commodity -for instance, butter, disapoesred
comoletel y from the state stores. There was a grest shortage of food
items in 1950, °'SL awl '52. At those timps, the repgims scarched the
privete hosens of peoole for food apd &f auybody had a little suppliss
then of ficielly parmmitted, be was locked up for hearding. We, too,

natd a3 counle of such searches but luckily at those times they never
found erything.
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THE ECONOMIC LIMs

A. When asked how her family got along financially during the last
ysars in Hungery, respondent saye: "Thank you. kxtremely bedly. In
fact, as tad s possible. For instance, food wan avallable tmt

1y axpensive so that we could haxily afford it. For instance,
we had meat only once & week, and even for this we had to ququs up.
The butcher wes only open twice g week for 2 couple of hours.
Hegarding clothing, I could afford decent clothes only due to the
fact that I recsived olothe packeges from my cousin in the United
States, quiteregularly. These clothes either I used myself, or those
I could not use or did not need, I sold. The housing was no problam,
bacause we had a nice apertment. It hapened like this. We in the life-
time of my father, we nad a nice apsrtment which next to the radic
studio. During the war, at the time I married, the gtudio waunted to
expand its facilities 2nd bought the house. Wie recelved severance
pay for our spartment and with thie mensy we were ghle to pay for
what they c¢all ths vision of a larger spartment. Ve had twe rooms in
which we lived - my husband and nyself and my aother. The rent was
not expsnsive, but the heating wes, for instsnce, terrific. This
wea the miin item that caused us the greatest difficulty. For ipstance,
vwe had to my 4,000 lorinths per yesr in order to have adequate heat
in our apartment. This is did not Iinclude the hot watar,

"]l consider it a great luxury while iIn Hungary to go out on 8 nica
vacation - for Inatence {o go amd 2t oot in a restaurunt,

ilhe standard of living of our family decreased and deteriorated
steadily oince 1945. In particular, we missed morney. We had a very
low income. The living standard was good only until *48 - not good
but somshew quite pood - and ever since it vent down only. First

it was during 1951 and '54. -t that time both ﬁ:rﬁ outs E&:éﬂnba
and we sked out a living by playing at night as a in the ios.

In "56 our living standard improved bacause my hustard alao received
a Jobe

People in Hongary who had soms special quelifications and were
irreplacable as & mle Lived mach tetter than anybedy else becsuse they
recaivad i very high salary.
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HAJOR DISSATISFACTIONS AS FELT IN EVERY*DAY LIFE

A. "The reason for our main dissstisfaction in Communist Bungsry
war the complete lsclk of spiritual freedom, lack of fresdem of word
and thought - the lies of the prese, radio, and also Feomumeiacks
boing completely sealed off from the West, and finelly the very bad
matarisl ciroumstanceas with had to live in.

By "™Apart from big political thinge, peopie were most ecomplaing etous
the lousy tramsportation methods And syetem. Also shout the diffieudy
in purchasing food, and the lack of commoditiss.”
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alwsys attacked the national feelings of the young Hungrriap pzople.
Mo they were fed with veity transparant lies.

"Youth in the very begiming wes sympathetic to Communism and especislly
the pescants and the young weorking class of peopls. It very saldom
hapraned with intellectusl clasves. Homever, they soon stopped sympeth-
igings In fact, around 1950 and '51 already becausa by that ilme they
had seen tha c¢ifferent controversies and the differences w-ich the
doctrine has preschad and has priacticed.
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THE HONCARIAN YOUTH

A."hen we spsak of the BHungarian youth, I méan young peoole of all
social classss and of both sexes betwaen 15 and 25 years old.

"Hungarian youth played a tremendous role in the revelution. Mainly,
the University students who started the whole revoluticon, and quits
surpraiingly =chool children of 10-15 years old. These kida didn't know
fear and took part in the fightinga.

"fhy young psople started the revolution and took such &n active part
in it, can be found in the fmot that the young people started to compare
what they were told with the facts, and desds, of the Communist regime.
Very soon they found out for themselves that the" dammed old regims"

a3 the Communist said wss much better than the prosernt one. It was

wory easy to find out that the Commmnist regime and the Communist
doctrine is not"ftopa" and that there is no ymodomssdessnaexi

truth whatsoever bebim thas doctrines they have forced them to accapl.

"In my view it was the youth who took the lead because it was initiated
by the young people—= by the University students, and later on young
people of all social classes were welded together due to the mutusd
sufferinga under the Communist regime. Besides, young peonle havs more
glarm and they have less to lose. Also they are inderendent of their
families.

held
"Daring the revolution, the older people simply admired and lmkmesl the
young people in high eatecm. We, on the cother hand, we wore happy to
ges that the clder ganeratiocn is looking up on us, and we somehow
forgave them that they did not take part in the revolution."

C.Since respondent is owvar 30 years of age and she finished her schools
in 1943, respectively, 1344, thers 1s very little she could tell sbout
tha =chools thersfare I didn't go into details,

D. On ths reaction of ths Hungarian youth to Communist indoctrimation,
rospondent s sid: "Toung paopls In Hungary showed zlweys 2 passive
reslstance againat the Comaunism and they trisd to avoid ths Comaunist
indookrination lactures- far instame -8t the Universities - as much
as thay could. sven though you ot bad merks on Leniriem end slarxism
the 'md marks wers gleeo applisd againat the other subjectsn. The
indoctrination, in my mind, failed slso because the Comminist regime
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THE JERISH SAINORITY.

" =}
Heybe Tis roliolod auent Tave tass cecleoymaunion than anybody alse
hand don't forget thet the Jews do net take their religion as
seriously as other people do. At least not the averags Jews.

"In general, 1 do not think that the Jews wers enchanied with Communism,
Scecause after all there wers meany of them who had to suffer just ams
much as enyone elee, and especially the Jewlsh middle-class. On the
other hand, those, who in 1944 ksd to suffer under the Fazl regims,
thesa pecple wera ixpncting some thing good from the Communist, and
therafore they joined the Communist ¥y maybe out of vengence, but

in the long run they did a bad turn for themselves. Then thers wesre

& great mny among the Jews who joined the Communist Party out of sheer
Opportuniem, tecavse thay were unmilling to give in and to acoept the
Lover living stantard and they thought that by joining the Farty they
will get the good joba which they did in fact, and thus, make a good
Living. Nevertheless, I do not believe that they were approving of the
Communist regime. In fhe very beginnin; meybe they belisved in sone thing
that the Communist regise would offer them, but later on, I'm sure

they were dissolutionsd,

"The att'iudes andactions of the Jews during the rvolution, I cannot

Lell what they ware. In peneral they were improving the idesls as promoted
by the revolufion, but on the other hand, they ware scared a 1littls bit,
bacausa thay might heve thonght in case of a complate ehange, anti-
Senitiam might start. This fear of theirs was not completely without
reason, because after all, of vhat we have smen all top and kny jobs were
kled by Jews; the memhburscf ths Communist Government were mcetly Jews, and
slap those officers of the AVH who tortured peopls were mostly Jews."
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RELIGICH

“ialigion 4in Hungary played an insreasing role, and becama of more and
more importsnce, mainly bacouse thie wee & means by whitéh you could
demonstrate agains the Communist regime. Feople whe hiterto did not
attend churches, now they became more religious and maybe out of mere
spite thoy went to church more than ever, All churchesvers crowded, and
somshow thare wag oply relipgion that wao left and to which thay wers
clinging in desperate hope. The Homan Catholic religlon was hardast hit
by ths Communist regime becausze thes Roman Cathloie clergy was the

ens that fought against Commupism and shomed the greatest resistance,
ggainat the matarialistic Comvunist ideology. I believe that réligion
was indeed a hulwark againet Communism in Hungary bascauss this wasthe
only way to show them, o to say, that m are not giving in and that
paople took refuge in their religion."”

Bo Regarding what pert religion plays in her own life, responggnt said:
that she believes that religicon i1s aboubt the same kind of fact in ber
14%s a8 in thke 1life of her perents and she also said that after all ashe
was trought up ina convent, and very religlously., She also thought that
sha is more religious then the average minoemk parson 1o Fungary. She
has a decp tslisf in Uod and she follors the rulesof her church. She
alsp sdded "after all, se many things pesr to a mimcle, have happenad
to us in the last two yeirs, that I think it is slmoat impossible not
%0 belisve in God."

Co On the functiocn af the churches, and the role they should play in
soclety, respordent said:

"I think I can answer this. If Cod was given what 1z due to Him, and
give the state what is due to the state, the role of the churches
shopld be 8 lesding role in an independsnt state. The church, on ths
other hund, I do not bellsve the church should interfere in satting
standards in such thin s as movies, pleys, elc, And also the churchea in
an Indepsndent Hungary should teke no mx part whatsosver in political life."
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D. "I deo not undarstand why you say we have read & lot in the

Communist prass about'juvenils delimyuency' becasus the Communist

arage did not publish any cata on this. The kept it very quiet. Even

if juvenils delinquency was written up by the Communist press, it was
always the juvenile delinquency of the so-called Imperialiet state and
%estern countriesa. The Hungarisn Communist prass, as a rule, paver
arinted snything about juvenile delinquency, or other crimes for that
matter. Nevertheless, I belisve that juwvenile delinquemcy is & boy or
a girl who is under 1B years of age. I believe that they must have been
young people who commited petty crimes,stealings, mostly put of othars
I do not know a thing I do not think that Zegosmxm thera were

many "hooligans" either. If there were, I didn't hear. I Belleve if there
are such things as juvenile delinguency and hooliganism in Hungary
there must bz of all socisl classas.

"As to the Jampec, thess were moetly of the middle—class and the
nworking class - young boys who aped the Ameriecan style of the Amsrican
teerager in their dresa ard bshavicur and dances.
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mutusl &greement wers no nore permitted, and the only reason for
& @éivoros wos that ons of the parites is being caught in-flagrantd
adultery:

"Thare were muy 1llégitimste children ~ nsvertheless this illgsitimacy
of the child and the atigm hasboen taken off by the fact that the

urmed mother simply had to give the name of the lather and the child
carried the rams of the father without adoption. Abortion was
prohibited, but as from 1950, amd the gymecologists had to give up ,

for instancs, all their irstruments. Neverthalesa, a couple of them

kept them alse. The sale of birth prevention devices wss azlso prohibited.
Fram 1955, however, on the indication of the dector, sbortion was
permissible. Alse if scmebody had more than two children, was pest

forty or had sope kind of iliness. All the abertions could be done under
tha socdisl welfare program, and were free.

tPregtitution was prohibited alse but did not cesse. In fact, it
flourishod. The former prostitutes were converted to private life .
Wostly thay bescame texi-driversor bus conductors.

"The sexusl morality of the Communist is extremely difficult to judgs.

And I balieve it depenis entirely on the individusl. Some of the Communists

were sll end cut for what thay callad "free love™j on the other hand, the
Commmnist Farty sometiies very sitrictly interferred with the femily life

of the Party members. On the whole, I can say is that they wers preaching

to drink water, but they themsblves drank wine. Besides, there is vary |
mach hypooriecy in a Communist regime, and therefors I belleve that the |
gtrict morals is only thing for the show-mindow as we would call it. |

Ce "If I had & good friend before '48 but this frierd would have joined

the Communist Party, I'm sure that I had broken off such a friendship,

but it never hapoened to me and therefore I do not know what usually |
happens in such cases, I am sure it would be theons whe is not toe |
Communiat who wouldbreek up the frisndship. I alse do not think that you

aan contipus & friendship kseping politics out of it - not in Hungarys.

Here in Amsrica, of coursg, you can. But in & Communist state, friendshlp
between a Communist aod & nonCommunist is simply impossible."
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difference struck the children and made them think at a very early
age- Very soon children found out for themselves that Communisism
is enly promching a dostrine which simply does not work in practice.

"I belisve that families most affected during the Cammunist regine, were
thoge of the middle clase and the working class. Our family not
b gffected at all. Some families, of course, could hold on to

relationship between the family members and also if they were intelligent
encgn and the hatred against the Communists wes kept alive in their midst.”

B. On marringe, courtship, sex matters, etc., respondent salds

“Marriege has suffered also under the Communist regime. Feople sidestecped,
60 to say, much essier iem and sooner than before. I think the reason

for this was minly that peorle married much too young; slso the young
children who had to participate in the DISZ and in the Pionear movement
¢tc - the co-educationsl camps and the co-sducational education had
grestly fostared the growth of the population if I my put it this way..
it very oftend happened that girls of 14 were having children by

¥ fathers of 15, also especially in the tspgiming of the Communist

regime in Hungary you could see the slogan posted on all hospitals..it

it a duty for women to bring children into the world, and it is a great
thing to bear children. The so-called courting per se has literally
stopped, and of course, the parents tried to put a check on the golng
together of the young peopla, but with very littls result, In school,

the children wers taught that they are irdependent, that they are free

end sec, of course, thay rather preferred to believe this side of tha
picture. I nlseo believe that the terrific spead of work end life and
presoure under which you had to live was because pecple wanted to forget,
they wanted to do something else and wanted to enjoy themselves, so they
grabbed anything they could. The mean usuzslly said we heve no time for
simply courting, and so ths) womsn knew that 1f she didn't give in, the
man gose and gats it somewhere) else. Rmmomm There were many bad
marriapges and broken marriages also. “ﬂ&ﬁ.}ula“, whethar or not, marriage
was deteriorating deperded entirely upon the individual, and also the
family life - its clos:ness and its purity also depended upon the relations
ship between the children and the parents.

"Very few peonle dared undergo s church wedding and if they did, they did
it in secrei, However, im 1956, alresdy everybody went openly to have
their marrisge bleasad by the church. Divorce was extremsly difficult snd
extremsly expensive. Gontrary to previous law practice, divorces on
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FAMILY LIFE UND&R COMMUNIS M

A. "Family life in Hungary during the last ten yearas has suffered
greatly. When husband and wife couldbe togethar wery 1ittle sincs

both of them had to work, it was extrumely difficult to preserve a

good marriage under the living conditiore in Hungary. Peoole who were
ao much npart and met in their of fices other people - of the other sex-
nnd after all they stayed a lomger time in the offices than at home -
ware easily led astrey. It wery often hapremsd that husband and wife
even when they went out in the evening, but not together, but with someone
they knew in the office. Life in Communist Hungary wos extremsly hard on
the children, alas, If there was a grendmother, or an aunt, or anyone

of the other gemeration who could take care of the children whils the
parentas were working, it was all right, otherwise, the family had to put
the children into the day nurseries, or the day schools of the..s...

or the children joined the pioneer movement. Here they did not receive
any education sxcept political irdoctrimation. If & child wasn't
intelligant snough it caused a great rift befpesn ths family 1ife and
school, However, it was quite interesting to see that in feneral,
children remaimsd "reaotiomry" and this was quite astonishing if you
consider how much they were Iindoctrimated at schodl.

When ssked towhich type of familiss, resp-ndents’ family would beleng to,
she said it most decidedly ism the second type of family which grew closer '
tegether under the Cammunist regime; who talked freely about thay could

not talk about to other people, and the children grew closer to the

parents.

A typical Hungarian family, however, she said, would belong to the third
type of family whidh was very little influenced by the Communist regime,
and family life went on sec before.

On the education of how the childran were brought up, respondent had

the following to say!

*in fortunataly the paremts had very littlas time te look after their
children and so tha child ‘i B rale spent most of their timss at school
and in the day-schools. H::ﬂhi would call an average good education

they coold pot recelve and neverhsless what the childron had heard from
their arenta- how it was before the Communist regise, and experiencing what
it is now, they could draw a comparison end judge for themselves. The great
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vary important to have a certain psrcemt of Communist Farty membere
and 1f you coul n't be fitted in the other percent that was not a
Party mamber, then yo could not get a job not matter how talented you
were. The kind of individual who could ahead in Communist

must be one who, as we say, has a thick skin on his face, or else

he must have asuch speciaslized qualifications and talents that hs ia
vory important and nseded and irreplacable by the Communist regime."

D. When asked whioh of the groups which get more out of the soclety

than they desserved, respondent said:

"Certainly this was the working class in Hungary, because the Communist

regime wep pampering them amnd doing sverything they could to please them-

Also they were selscting from the working class people wpon whom they

could rely and had a good cadre and put them inte the key positions and

in the most important jobs in every office. Other groups that had maybe

more than they deserved were the artists, the actore, peinters and the |
people who imdlulged in sports: I mean those who were pursuing sports
professionally, mare or less.
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been, However, she added thet she really could net pass Judgment en
thesa two classes bacause ef the very slight contact she ever had with
them.

Hegpordent clase fied hersslf te belong to the intellectusl clasa.

Te her mind it was the Hungarian aristocracy that was hardest hit by
Comsunism, becauss not enly did they lose all theiram ssets and they
versn t even given the opportunity te make a living for themselves. They
were alvays persocuted due to their socisl background, and umable even
te receive the lowest kind of jobs.

On the way hew the differemt classes felt atout esch other, respondext
eaid the follewing:

"Despite that the Cosmunist regime was advocating a getting together a
closed corporation of the workers and peasants they were unsuccessful in
achieving this, and ths workers and the peasants theroughly disliked sach
other. The peasants wers still pretty class consoious 1in & way toward the
intellectuals and they always respected what they call the “"gentlemen®.

fltogether what I have seen that the Communists wers extremely unsuccessful
in making the peasants and the workers hate the so-callad upper classes.

Of course, ihim tisomomsx the Party functionsries we.e an exception who
alvayes hated the so-called class -allens.

The difference tetween the different claessa, however, was laveled down
during thelast coupla of years, and in the end, as the regime said, there
remained only three classes - the intellsctuals, the workers and the
peusants. it was quite interesting to note in the offices that the
differsnt people belenging to the different social classes did not mix,

and the difference between the classes did not disappear. I belisve the
reason for this attituddd might be found in the diffsrent sducaticnal
tackground and family backgrounds alse. The fisld of interest menners,
education and last but not lamst, the old social structurs, th in Hungary.

C. Az to how an individual might advance nimself in Communist Hungary,
respondent gave the following information:

" The most important thing if you went to acvance and get shead in
Communist Hongary is the origin ~then comes the politicel views, and last
comes the telent, which iz mever very important in Communist Hongary. It
was esneclally ted until 1954, with the new course and after the 20th
Party Congress, the situation in this particular fisld was somehow eased
but still it waz not good. Maybe even if you had 2 bad eadre but you wera
talsnted, then you could receive a job. However, in every offioe it was



s2-¥
HLA V/10 (2a)

SOCIAL CLASS STRUCTUHE AND ATTITUDES
A, Hespondent gave the follewing account of her own family background.

"My fother was a painter (respondent gave the name and he was, as far
as I know and could judge a very well known painter in Hungary in his
time) He died in 1928, and then my mother took over looking after us

epd she managed very mall. Wa naver had any financial worries. We had

& large apartesnt and I had governessea, and we were able to keep
sarvants. I attended the best achools and I had always ready made dressas
end shoes, etc. Hy family had no proverty nor any assete at all,

dy father was 2 high school graduats and then he attended the sicademy
of Arts. My mother was a high school graduate.®

B. On the different sccial clasees in Hungary, respondent said:

Pl believe that in Hungary, first of all, there was the se-—called
eristocrecy; then, there was the middle-class which was composed by
the intsllactuals and the mezrchants - th: bourgmgoisie - then we had
the workers and the psssants . I would classify angyona who is &
prefessional to telong to ths irtellsctunl clase: Alsc paenle who have
had adequate achool educations and received some sort of diplomes, and
mnlae I would classify as an imtellectusl anybody who was anm artist,
writer, suthor, stc.

"l only had contacts with the intellsctual class. Mons whataoever with
the others."

Respendent was of the opinion that the Hungarian aristocracy end the
iobellectuals were the ones that Sboomos were the most valuable mrt of
the nation who had tradition and who had ths backbone and character to
refuse to svcept any kind of Uommunist docirine. She also said that thess
pugipla could always, and would always, work for the benefit of their

s tion.

Of the ac-called bourgoise, she had not too good en opinion. Sha thought
that the middle-class, and especially the lower middle—cliss was rather
en opportunist section of the nation. With the working class she had very
1ittle contact, but she volced the belief that wherever the working class
is well-paid, they are not very much interested in politics. The most
important thing to Lthem are the good mages. She more or less thought the
game about the psasants who are extremely money conscieous and alwayes had
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EXPLCTATIONS OF HELP FROM THE WEST DUHING THs REVOLUTION

A"A11 we expacted from the West was that the U should enforce
the ssnc'ions they have weted and that the Hussians ba forced te guit

Hangary

B."Our expectations vere formed aon the basie that we were listening

dey snd night; in fact, we always set the slarm olock 80 as to be agble

te listen on & short wawve te the sossions of the United Metiona. Then,

we trusted implicitly and believed in the mrincjiples on which the UN

wag based. Instead, after all, the Weat who 8l sys said that if freedoa

ﬂ;uuh an important thing, mm will not, camnot leave va alone in the
che-

“You kmow it was lilm sometimes whem you dream that youref persecuted
by something or somsbody. You are shouting fer help and you do not hear
your voice ard nobody sess you and nobedy hears you, and you are asking
for help. It wan exactly the same feeling that we had during thope days
pittinga the radio and listaning to our agonies and cries for help, and
no response wag forthcoming."

Respondent did not come imto contact with amy foreigrers baetwean Ocf.
23 and the time of her escape.
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was openly against the Russisn wetheds amd did nmot approve that the
Russians had callad in troope te put ocut the Bungarian revelution.
However, on Nov, the 9th, finally we realised that everything has been
loot, and my husbend and I started to plan our escape, "

D. When asked whether or not Bungery as & whole has gained bscause

of the revelution, respondent saids

"By all mesns, she did, becauss Hungary has approved to the West and te
the whole world that the Communist regime is not telsrated by the
Hungariams, and the life under such a regime is simple lmpoasible. Even
thought there might be a few Communists in Hungary, 90% of the country
at least, is that againet them - the Hussian opprsssion - the Communist

I."I.:I.tlnq "
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IN the Mussum of I dustrial arms. Here, since nobedy worked, he raturmd
agin home and after myselfl had iax been sent home, we started to gqueua
up for food. Later, at home a friend of ours visited us and told us that
the fights are geing on the city,and many of the Russians - with their
tanks- have joimed the Mungarian freedom fighters. When my husband arrived
homs, he told me that he could hardly get out from the battle and the
firing around the Kilian barracks and the corner of Mloi street. On

his way home, he was told by some people that the demanstrators were
gatharing sround the Parliament. On the 25th, the battle waa on already
in the Bude distrioct, and from our home which was at the Hegyaljaiut

we could see the guns that were fired at the Jellert Mountain, Their
mipe exploded gquita near our house so that many people who livad in the
same house with us went down in the cellars. ¥e did not, and were all
the time listening te the redie - BB, FHE and VOA.

Co "The days between the Soviet withdrawal and the time of the re-invasion
I spent mostly in my office. dverybody was happy and cheerful. Ve believed
that after all the revolution has gained everything we wanted, and we

were looking forward to a lovsly future. Feople in the office who formerly
treated me with cool contempt because I was & class-elien, all of sudden
became extremely allied and nice to me. The office workers have elected
the so-called revolutiomary council, but othermise w: did not work wery
mach. Thers was a food store in the sams building, and the foodstulfs

ware distributed among others - =zmong the office workers. 411 the time,

of course, these daye, we had to work to our office bacauss the transporta-
tion mas out of order, Finally, I & got a sore knee and 1 stayed at home.
Everybody, however, plamned, that on Monday, the 5th of Novemeber, the
regular work will be resumed and everything will turn back into normal.

Wz pll were convimpsd that the Hussians did reslly retreat. We also
listened on the 2rd of Nov. in ths evenirg to the speech deliveded by
Cardimal indsszenty, and all of us were making lovely phans for the future.
We never heard anything about the Scviet withdramsl could have beem halted.
We just woles up om the 4th of Nov. &t dawn, and heard the gun fired, which
meant the return of the Rimaian trocps. For days we could not leave our
apartment and we only saw from our window how the gun nests were active

at the Gellert mountain. A couple of days aftersards, 1 resumed my

work in the office, except I did not get to work on the days when mm the
generally atrike was declared. Also, we had te queue up for food sometimes
from four in the morning until four in the afterncom. It wes quite
interesting to hear that the offico menager who wos a FParjy member did
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Then the radio &ll of a sudden atarted to give instructions to everyons
not 4o leave the hous. -So I atayed at hose. It wes on the radie that

I heard first the declaration of Prime Wirister Megy also, Vg heard
shooting all the time, and had the radio on to resd = statements from
the Governmet urging the sc-called rebels to put down thelr arms.

le 2lso heard that fightings st the Kilian barracks were geiting fisrcer
amd fiercer. Ve stayed 2t home s}l the day, and Listened to the radio.
At that time,peusimictdc as I was, I thought that the revolution would
be quelled. I am slzo sure that it was Oere who was responsible for
ansking ths assistance of Hussis troops. ¥e Melt very desperate aboul
this, but after all, what could you expect from a Communist govermmernt.
As to how the demonstrations tornmed into fighting, I belisve that it must
have besn when at the redic, ths AVH ptarted to used their weapons
againat a defenselsss crowd. I em quits sure thet had not the Communist
interferred with srma, the re olution would mot have mome out of hand,
and the maceful demopstrations would not have turned inte fighting.

Wl firwt heard the revolutionary elogsme &nd the word of "freedom [ighter"
on tha 26th of Ogtober. Mainly the studente, boys and sgirls in an ag®
group of 18- 28 fought during this periode Later on, they were joined

by the woriers and these were mostly seture men, and then also the
Hungarian aresy joined in. Of course the Comminist “enber Parties did not
fight. I cannct t:11 of enyone else vho did not take pert in the fighting.

ng friend of oura who participated in the fighting told us that on ihe
23rd of ths evening, truckloads of arms wers brought to the radie bullding,
and thers distriluted to the pecopls. Anyhody whe asiked for arms got soma.
As to the organisation of the fresdom fighters, I have only heard that

the only one who did organize and took the Lsad, was ialeter. A friend of
ours showed us that a regolar call-up paper lsgued by his demanda.”

"

On the 25th oof the morning, the radio blarsd out the news that the
ravolt "was quelled” and that the Hungerian psopls's democracy has
restored theordar and everybody should retusm to their jobs snd to the
factories. Sy hustand I both wented to go to the office. Ve were ans ble ‘
“and report 10T . - to afford to lose our jobs and therefore we ‘
W our respective woriing places. Ts somehow menagaed.
At wy ofTice, hardly anyons was thers and tha same was Lbe situstion in
my husband's office. His cffice was opposite the Killan barracks in the
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At elght o'clock we heard Cero on the radio. Yhen he talked and I

heard how he talied then I thought that this ia the end of everything.
Howevar, others were more opbtimistic am! said:"Op, well Gero is jJust
talking to ssve his face ant nothing can happen, and everything will be
mll right with the revolution.

The demands of the young people were mainly as put down in the 14
demands malnly that the Huss'ans should leava Fungary - that the
tenching of Kussian langnage should be discontimued in the schools,
that we manted free eloctions, and the restoration of the old Hungarian
Court of srms, that the Hungarian smmy and police force should resceive
Hongarian uniforme, Lhat the political vrisonsrs should be fraed, and
mainly thst Imre Mngy shocld be the Prims Siaister. I bel iave that
stoeptad concesalons of the povernment ..cosscsscsvssnscs

"I thought that 1f FPrime dinister Fapgy would have becoms the Prime
Mipdater, he very wisely would have follered a complate new policy.

I do pot think that Tito~ism would have been acugh, nsither the solutlon
#imilar to thet one of Poland., 1 think that Prime Hinister Nagy has
vary wis=ly seen that the only way for Hungery ta to remain complstely
neutral. ¥ie also trosted Napgy that little by lLittle he would b= able to
achiave rlways a litlle more.

"he demonstrators were mostly young pecple up to 40. As to which
goclal class they belonged, I reslly couldn't tell becaunse as far as
I saw, all sccisl classes did participate in the demonstrations. the
older generation, hovever, waa more cautions. Thias is sure. Possibly
also member of the Perty and high office functionariss didn't join tha
damopatrstions; howavar, our office menoper who was a Burty menbar
went al ong to demonstrote.

"Regarding the orgnization of the damonstrstion, the studsnts ware
tertainly organizaed at the different Universitiss, All of the reast was
completely spontammous. Somshow the demorstration was snowballing out

of control. All offices, plents, factoriee joined in quite spomtanecusly.

"On the 24th of October, at six o'clock in the morning, & friend of mine
rang me up apd told s not to leave the house bacsuse the fighting is
going on. Neverthelesa, I wanted to go to my office andcould not. A friend
of mine rang me up and told me nol to lezve the house os the Tighting
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GERONOLOGY OF PuitSONAL LXPERIENGES, ACTIONS, ATTITUDES, AND
EXPECTATIONS DURING THE REVOLUTION

Raspendent told her persomal experiences during the daye of the
revolution as fellows:z

"On the 22nd of October, we were &t the theatre with my husband and
it was, 1 remember quite well, a play by Ricter Lloi, and we cidn’t
henr anything at the time, We just went homs.

"On the 23rd of Uot., however, I want te the office as usual in the
offics 2= usval. Cur office was situatéd on the Buda side of the city.
Here I received a call from & friend of mine who %old me that tha
University students are going to organize a sympathy demonstration at

the Bam statue. This demonstration was meant to be a peaceful, sympathy
demonstration only in order to show that we are sharing the Poles'

desire for freedom. At one o'clock, p.m., we heard that the demonstratlon
was canceled by the government, but also we heard that the students will
march naverthelsss. At 300 O'chook , meny of our officed workers went
t0 join the demonstration. I wss very much annoyed because many of these
office workers were rabid Communists, up til now, and I thought that
really shouldn't associate with pecple who belonged to ths Farty and 1
should not go out with them te demonstrate. 1 did mot go, therefore.
However, my husband 'phoned very scon after that and told me to go with
him, se he picked ma up, and we went then along the lambe River up to
the Bom statue. The baks of the Tanube and the o treets ware teeming with
paopla; you could hardly move. The crowd was so vast. “eople wers corrying
the old Hungarian flsg snd others had cut out the hated Hussian emblems.
Paople were chearing Lovwdly and just being happy. When we joined the
demonstrators, we were lmmnaely elated. Fevertheless, I was, at the bottem
of my heert, scared a little bit bf what would be the reprisals by the
governmernt for that. At six o'clock somehow, 1 mentionmed to go over 1o
the Pest side of the town. I had a coupla of errands and I thought I
bettar Finish with these. The buses was crowded, and it was quite smaszing
te hear that the bus conductor called averybody "madame" instead of
"somreda”. Also, he didn't give ticlets to anybody. Everyone was just
happy and laughing and talking with each other on the bus. In the evening
I met my husband at home. Several of our frisnds have rung up and told

us about the ¢ emonstrations, and another one living in the same house. Ve
opsred a bottle of chammegne to celebwate. I still was skeptical and I
falt "my go dness, it is a little bit teo early to be so hapoy" about

everything.
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MAJOR SALIENCE AND FAf UP QUESTION

"One ef the most important things I believe that Americena ought

te know about the svents in Hungary during the a tumn ef 1956, is

that tieccdsocixoood 12 srences anoerpxSta i Sduyoeanoyebin
Fangarykeforexumd xitckag e mmnek e koreg i

ihat the Hungarien people hed implleit confidence in the West and they
ware dead sure thet the Wsatern oowers would come to the assistance of
the Bungarisn freedom fightars."
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Background :

Rsspondent comse frem an upper middle-cflass family. Her father had

béen & mell-known peinter in Hungary, and professor of the Academy of
Arts at Budapeot. Therefore, he had anextremely pood income and was

gble to provide the child with a very good education. Hegpondant attended
the bsat of aschoole, learnsd many langusges, had governesses, costumes
and dresees , etce ‘f‘ha;r alao could afford te have servants.

"han father died in 1948, mother took ovar to provided for the family,
and she, too, succeadsd well by rumning ome of the largest and most
exclusive florist ahpps im Budapest.

The family had also many social contacts with the" upper tan thousanpd,.®
Subject iz very intelligent, well-sducated, well-desd and axtensively
traveled. Due to her age (32) sha's able to compare and judge well the
differences in every fisld thet have occurred in Hungary between 1ifs
before and during the Communist regime,

Altogether she has a plsssant and quist peraonality.




