<

17. Arrived in .S, Jan. 1,1957

18. After leaving Camp Kilmer respondent has resided con-
stantly in N.Y.C.

19. He is smployed by a N.Y. textile impert-export firm,

20. With the exception of quagtionings by the Austrian palice,
the TU.5. counselor effielale  ermipration officials,respondent
has not been interviewed by any Yestern erganizations zince
leaving Hungery.

€l. Respondent spesks lerman well,'ngiish fairly well.

Respondent 18 a copulent,jovial,mirdle-aged business man. e

is very intelligent and has a business college diploma. He is
of lower middle-cless background. Fis vast busifness experience
enzbled him to provide a substantisl imcome for his f

despits the natienslisation of his cusiness and other Communist
resirietions. Jf spselal interest is his economie information.
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II. MAJOR SALIENCE AND VWARM-UP QUESTION

The most important thing that the /imerican public should
know abput the Hungarian revelution is that the revolution
broike out spontanecusly. The peoplas at home were unable to
tolersate any longer the misery and oppresion of the Commmist
regime. During World War I the Bermans ence said that it was
impossible to leap off o xppe speeding express train. The
Hungarian pecple demonstratéd that this was possible. The
only trouble was that the West did not give effactive,diplo-
matic ald to ensure the firgt victoriss of the revolution.

Another thing cof great importsnce in conmsction with the
Hungarian reveluticn ls that the revolution had been started
by those young prople the Communist regime had educated as
reliable cadrss,
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III. CHRONDLOGY OF PERTONAL EXPERIUNCES, ACTIONS, ATTITUDES
AND FXPECTATIONG JURING THF RFVILUTION

A. In October 22 I heard from a young Budapest Techniesl
University student that the students are planning to held &
mags maeting at which they will demand tha sbolishment of
Russian and Marxis® eclssses. I did not consider this ss in-
portant,snd did nol think that anything would happen.

M the morning of ‘cto'er 23 I weni by car to Cseged

on a businese trip. I arrived thero st shout Sp.m. That

night there was a “arge demcnstratlion in Cpeged. The demon-
straters gathered sround the smmwr squars nesr the local
theatre. One of the memt actors recited the patriotic poems
of Petofi. fe also warned the erow! to malntain order and

not to heed viclent slogans. The demonstrators did not carry
flags,but they shouted the slogans of the univers ity s tudents.
Virtually,the slogans were the demands 1llisted by the Csaged
University students.

The demonstrators were the ususl crowd one would find on the
streets. Many workers were among them. About one third of the
crowd was women. The majority of Lhe dmsm d=um dememstrators
were over sixteen. The cld Hungsrian flsg with the pre-war
coal of arms was heisted on the £x Cseged Theatre. Fveryone
applauded.

When I was =way on business trips I ususlly made a phone call
home every night. I always called up my wife after 10 to insure
the much cheaper nitht ratea, “hen I called her up cn Octeber
23 from Ceeged and told her what was happenling here,she asswered
that demonstrations were alse golmne on in Buispest., I did not
want to belleve her and she took the phons t- the windew and
over the phone I eculd hear the sheutings of a large crowd. Ogr
ﬁpﬁrtmﬂnt wae on Re'rosl ftrest,nol far from the Hungarina
ationnl Theatres in Budspest.

On Octocer 24 I econtinued my businvss trip to the touns of
Hodmegavasarhely,Szantes,and Hako. There was a radig 1in the
car and we wWers very much disturbed by the news whiech was
brosdesst by Kwi Bedio Budapest. '

tn the way to Budapest we overtock Russisn tanks hesding in
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the same direction. The Hungarian highways are very narrow

and the tanks were being driven rather rscklassly. Our
chauffeur wag very much afraid to pass them, The tark persomnel
however did not heed us at all,

¥e were able to go as far ss the town of Monor,sbout 25 kilo-
meters from Budapest. “e reached this town about 5330 p.m.

Here we learned that stiff fightirz was going on in the xwhmrk
suburbs of Budapest and we would rot be able to zo further.than
the suburb of Kispasp.

In Kispest we were stopped by armed civilians and w= saw =nd
heard that fighting was wek going on not far from us. On the
advice of the wivillans we did not continne our journsy,but
decided te put up in the home of fix friends of my driver:
Iheir home wes in a side street far from the main highway and
there was no fighting in this naishberhood.

Jn October 2l I was able to telsphone my wifs from the local
pelice station. She told me to remain in Kispemt becsuse stiff
fighting was going on in Budapest near our home.

I remeined in this home in Kispest uniil Ootober 27. I did not
see much of the revolution there. 1 learned from Eearsay that
the Russisng were launching a heavy tank attack against the
Eillisn barrscks in Budapest,but were unsble tocapture the

i dingx buildine,

Un Jdetober 27 1 walkéd home. Eoth sides by then hpd raached some
scrt of a cease-fire sgreement. Then the Fusaians hsd not as yet
withdgmm from the eity. 1 met fussian troops,;but they let me pass
unmelested. T alsco saw armed groupa of civiliens,rostly industrisl
workers,iheir average age asbout 20, T do not know anythinm: about
how these eivilisn: were organived or from whers theay got thelr
arms and ammuniticn.

I saw thst much damage had been eaused by the fighting, Hemever,
I wns optimistic. T realived that the first round had bee:n won
by the insurrgents. I was very lad to heer that the Russlans
were withdrawing from Oudepest and did net think that Lheywould
return.

Previcusly in Useg=d when I heard about the upriséng in Buda-
pest,l did not think that the Hungarisn government would call

. A e -—l._-l-.-.—l_-.-.-J._._-_
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in the Seviet troops do help it. On the way home ,when we saw
the Bussian tanks "eading for Budspest,ws were very much con-
cerned and thouzht that the revolution would be suppressed In
short order. AL that time I did not yet know that the Hunzarisn
army was siding with the insurrgents.

B. T persenally did not take any part in the fighting. Turing B
the Tirst stagze of the revelution I was in Kispest,far from

any acene of fighting. During the second stegze I was at home

with my family. T do not know any letails on who fought,how

they were rrganized,or from where they received arms.

C. Uuring that one week while the Aussiens were wi thdrawing
From Budapest,I steayed at home or visited friends, “le slso
had food problems and I tried te acquire as muech feod ss
posalble for ny farily. e alse listened constantly Lo Hune-
garlan and forelgn radio brosdeasts. e did not know any-=
thing about the Ruesian withdrawal having been halted.

We firat heard that the Bussiasne ware returning vwhen wa wero

swakened Ly artillery fire on Novenber L. Jur radic had been

out of order for the last two days. “e espected a repetibion |
of the 19LL-LS seige of Lfudapest. he entire house went o W
immediately down tothe air-raid shelter in the building. “e R
stayed there for two or three hours,then,stien we realizsed tha Tizhtin: 'l
wag net a8 besvy as westpected,and that no serismd Bonbidng . ]
was in progress,we moved up tothe first Tlosr to an apar tment

which was not Tseins the strest. Siiff fichting was goinr on

for days in our néizhborhood, The larse cenartment stere on

Rakosl Sireet was the center of 2z resistonce group for dsys.

Ye dared to go sut into the strestis orly one webk aftsr the

attack startad. Arcurng the middla of Mevester T went to Lthe

office of the compeny for which I vas a selesman. This was 1
dround November 13 or 1li. Hers I uis confrontsd by the i
director of our entsrprise who bappencd <¢ be in Caesed or _
October 23,end who had seen me cheerine “he demenstraters.

e told me outright,"Nowf we know viose iisdsxymex side you're

enyand don't werry,we'll take care of you,"

This open threat and my capitalistic backpround made 1t very
advisable for me te leave ‘hungory #s soon as possible.
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n lovember 26 I loaded my family into a car driven by =
friend and,without any popers,he was able to drive us down
almost to the border. Ye csrefully avolded all checking
points. Y& were stopped twice by Hungarian Freedom Fighters,
but they lel us go on. Deyone U or we wers stopped by &
patrol conslsting of three Russians and one AVH officer.
“e bt old him that we are going to a farm nearby. He turned
us bakk,telling us to pget a special permit in Gyor, e
turned back,but took the first side road and made a long
fdetour.

We arrived in the eveningz to the farm house where one of
the farmers wes s upposed to smuggle us across the border.
ile hnd been arrested a few houra bafore pur rrival and
none of the peasante living in the neizhberheced dared to
lead us acrcss. Finally,we persuaded a young boy of fifteen
to show us &t least a part of the way. He explained to us
how we sheuld continue,and told us to go straizht toward
the light we saw from fustrias.ifter a long,tiring walk we
finally arrived in Austrian territory.
lives

D. Uespite the extremely heavy losses in/iife and properiy
Fungary has gained a tremendous fameé abroad. She has rehabili-
tated herself completely and proved to ths world that the
ungarlan people are vory stronsly opposed to Cormunism.
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IV, EXPECTATIONE OF HFLP FROM THEY WEST OURTHG THE REVOLUTION

A. During the revolution we did not,and could not,expect
effective military aid from the West. Such aid would have
meant war,and the “sstern world is not yet prepared for war.
But,we did expect United Nations intervention. e expected
that United Fations resclutions wenld ‘earry mors welght,

We thiught that the United Nations would be able to press
the Soviet Union throuzh economiecal and political sanctions
to withdraw Soviet troops from Huncary.

B. By opinicn mf and expectaticns of Western help were foomad
on the basis of forelzan radle Uroadcasts. I had been a
regular listener of such broedcasta for s lons time.

C. During the reveolution and until the time of my sspape,l
eaw Internstional Hed Croses personnel in Fungery,but I did
not nave an eopportunity teo speak to them.
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V.5OCIAL CLASE STRUCTURE AND ATTITUIES

A. ¥y father had been an umbrella meker. He disd very young,
at the age of 22. I wes cnly 11 months old at that tike, I
was educsted by my grandparents. My grandfather was also an
umbrells maker., Jurs was a very humble existance.

My father-in-law is an engineer in Buenos Aires. He is con-
sidergbly wealthy,but we are not on good terms and he does
not give any financial assistance to my wife.

My father was a gymnasium graduste. I am not certain about
the education of my mother because I wes only threeo yenrs
old when she died.

Bs The sucial classes in Hungery are the industrial workers,
the intelligentsia,the small craftsmenfond tradesmen,and the
peasaniry. The small craftsmen and tradesmén cen be more or
lese placed in the same sroup.ss the intellizentsia or
middle class.

I have had contact with 2ll these classes although my Qof=
tact with the peasantry was limited,

By 1956 only a very small f£am fraction of the industrisl
workers sympathised with communism. I have & very good
opinion of the induatrial workers., They are intelligent.

One of the advantagos of the commnist resime is that both
the industrial worksrs and the peasantry were encouraged

to study and read, low,in Hungary in & very small village

pub cne could often hear the Hungsrian gypasjes play,let's
say,anf aria from "T1 Trovatere",snd whatl was most remarkacle,
the Hungariasn pesgants knew that it wes from "I1 Trovators."

The indusirial workers were alsoc very thrifty. They had to
oe thrifty in order to subsist on a menthly pay fram 800 to
1000 ferints. They were also very industrioue.

The Hungarian peasantyy,especislly the individual farmers,
were in & much meore favorable position than the industrial
workers. Despite the compulsory delivery of &arm products
and heavy taxation,the Individusl farmer hed meney to buy
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goods and were able to live comparatively better than the
industrial workers. With very few excepiions, they were s11
of the regime.

The Hungerian intelligentsia propertionntely had,by far,the
largest mumber of class enemies. The intelligentsia's educational
qualifications were high,even according to western furepesn
standards. Many members of the intelligentsia were forced

to pretend that they accepted Communism,but only ar insignificmnt
fraction of the intelligentsia was communist by eonvietion.

Tpaeifyeezweiix I consider myself tc be a member of the
intelligentsia.

It is very difficult to determine whieh olass was the hardest
hit by Communism. The lungarina peasantry was not effected
te a great degree,nor were the industrial workers. The class
hardest hit was the intelligenteia,especislly if we include
the capitalistg,industrialists,craftsnen and tradesmen in
this group,alsc. The latter has bean complately ruined by
the nationslization of industries snd enterprises.

I do not know how the Hungerian peasantry regsrded the in-
dustrial workers. Probably,they hsted a few Loud-mouthed
industrial workers who were in levor of Comminism. But,in
general,they perhpps sympathized With the industrlal workers.
The peasantry nlways had respect for the intelligentsia,
acknowledzéng its leadership and talent.

The Hungarian industrial workers probably envied the
peasantry because they enjoyed mere indépendence and live:
better. The industrial workers mx got along well with the
intelligentsia and had respect for them.

The Hungarian intellipentsis slso valued the work of the
industrisl workers. “embers rf the intelligentdia sympathized
with them because they were equally explelied econonlcally
by the Communist regime. At one time the intelligentsia

felt that the Fungsrisn peasantry wss taking adbantare of
eccnomic conditions in liuncary,snd was black-marketing

its food surpluses.

Cu From the point of view of getting ahead in Communist
Hung ary,knowledze ond experience and telent were wital,
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but only in the last few months be’ore tha revolution. Lyt
even then class origin and pretense of being a loyal Commuinist
counted Sary heavily on ones chances of getting shead, Fre-
viously,especially in the firat years of Uommunish,class
origin and party membership were the exclusive factors,

As an individusi,the person most 1ikely to gat shead in Hun-
gary is the carcerist who is able to convines others thet he
ls & good Communist. In Hungary I have met wvery few people who
are,in sy opinion,Communists by conviction.

D.In Hungary the workers' aristocraey received much more tenafits
from sogiety than they deserved. Under this group I mean such
people as,for example,the heroes of lshor cormetition. atstanting
achéévements in produgtion in labor were 21l otased on freud

The herces of labor competitions receivad conparatively lasree
financial benefits.
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VI. FARILY LIFE UNDER CONMUNISH

A. Under Cemmunlem there was not much change in ciur family
life, I was able to earn ericugh so that my wife could afford
to stay home and keep the family together. In cur family the
children were brought up strietly oy theis mother.

Jther families,bovever,were not so fortunate.Because of low
wages and incomes,both parents weras forced to seek employment.
As a consequence,the family life of many couples wasp upset and
their children got out of hand becasuse the psrents did not have
encugh time for them,

Jur family probably is the closest to the Type IT family you
mentioned. We ware able to speak fyeely bafore the children
and were not afeaid thal they would betrsy us. But,in a cer-
taln sense,our family also resembles the Typs TIT beeause
family life has not changed much under Communist influsnce.

In general,T think that the first 4<ype is the most typical of
Hungarian families. However,in my cpinien,cases where huzahand

and wife feared each other politically were very smisems rave,

vany families attempted to bring up their children ag the
Lommunists wanted them to. They did this in order to securse
their own positions,md to insure o better future for thies
children. In our fendly there waam no changz in respect te
the education of th: children., A mood manvy families wers
able Yo bring up their children as before the war. The
decisive factor wae the income of the father. If he sarnud
enough 8o that his sife was not copelled to zoc én work, then
the s ducation of tho children wes more or less/effected by
Communism,

B. Courtships startad much essier end with less Tormality than
befere the Communist regime. Young pecple had ample opportunity
to get acquainted at parties staged by schools and employers.
Courtships wore less fdealistic then tefors. Soth parties

were totally eware of the blunt purposes of their relationship.
Semual relotions among the young people wers more froquent due
to the fact that they were lees under the control of parents.
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flso among married eouples,the wife who had to work and
supported herself felt more Llndepeandent of har husband, and
entitlsd to do what she pleased. Dlverces were more {re-
quent thsn before. Very often the csuse of the divorce was
the inconsiderate labor policy of the Cormunists by which
husband and wife wore often assignsd towrk hundreds of
kilometres apart.

Joung pecple got married easier and at 21 earlier age than
before. The only finmncial requirements were that both have

a job. Very often the couples would have great diffieulty

in getting a room from the housing stkmr sithorities in whieh
to live.

The role mnd prestige of perents in such quections aa court-
ghipand marriage declined considerably, There was not mueh
the parents could give their children and the Yyounz pacpla
were forced to aupport themselves.

Prostitution was officially banped in Hungary under Cesmunism.
However,secret prostitution was golng on on 2 large scale.

In offices and factoriss the male supericrs sometimes took
advantage of the fomale employees. Virls and women who earned
very little were tempted to ywidd yield themzelfes for such
gif1is as stockings or clothes.

1 think that the Communists had less inhibitions concerning
sexual relations and morality than non-Communists. They did

' not attach toc great Importance to marriage. They condiderad

themselves less kdwad bound by sach ties an marrisge and
family. Ties of parental affection were nlso weaker than in
non-Cammunists. Communist parent cnn censider himgels only
part owner of hia child,

It is interesting to know that for a long Sime the Communistd
regime cutlawed abortdons and punished sbortionists VEery
mmyEriy saverely, In the last twelve months bLafore the
revelution the Comiunists became convinced that Hungary wos
becoming over-populsted,and an inereasing birthrate was net
demirable. Thoy then permitted abertions to be performed
officially on the basle of scelal indieaticns.

C. Cases where one-time friends terminated s friendship be-
cause ihw one hed joined the Commurist narty were frequent.

— I ey me—




I,myselfl,experienced this on several ocecazgions. A mon I con-
sidered to be a very good friendd before the war joined the
Commurdst party and becsme an official. T noticed that he

despleed ma and always wanted to avoid being geen in my com-

pany.

In such cases it is uwsually the Communist who breaks off the
friendship. The non-Commnist friend is afraid of him and
tries to keep up the sppearance of fréendship.

I think that among intelligent pecple a friendship camfdf
continne despite differences of politicel epinion. in agree-
ment to keep out politiecs can work out well in practice.

D. No stetistics were availsble in Hungary on juvenile
delincuency,but I think thet the crime rate among young
pecple under twenty increased congidersbly under Comminism.
By juvenile delinguency,l mean strictly feloniss and mia-
demeancrs,and all m:ts;-’;[ ¥¥¢il which are punishsable under
the Hungearian eriminal code.

I do not exactly know what you mesn by "hocliganism'. I
never heard this worll in Hungerdien. I only heard sbout the
Jampecs. These wers young peopls who imitated *Ygstern fashion
and liked jaze and Yestern dances. Thelr manners and conduct
were deplorable,but they consldered themselves smart. I
don't think the parents liked their condvct either. The
motives of their conduct probably sympathy for the Yesti,
secret resistsnce to Communlsm,resistance to restrictions,
and a desire to attrack attention. I don't think,however,
that their ecenduct should be punishable,

The veat msgjority cf the Jampecs came £mx from the industrisl
worker famllien,
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VII. RELIGION

A. T think that Communism hes brought a good many people in
Hungsry eloser to religion than thsy were before. To many
the church offerfed consolation and hope in their difficult
positions, Churches were crowded with the exception of the
ane or two years when it wee not very advissble to Y7 be
seen going teo church. This was from 'L9 to '52, In this way
ene could easily lose his Job.

The churches were not persecuted in the strict sense of the
word,but many priects were arrestad and imprisoned. The
religlons education of the children was sbolished.

The Catholic church wae the hardest hit because it offered
the most resistance to Communism, Such members of the ¢f
higher elergy as Mydzenty and ware imprisoned and
tertured. The Catholic church Was the kisi=st largest ohiureh
in Mungary and,therefore,offored the most resistance to
Conmmun i gm.

The Protestant clergy was probably alile to adiust themselves
the best to “ommunism. Sut,even the Jewlslh religion was
persecuted,

I am less religious than my grandparents were. (I camnot say
anything about my parents because they died when I was veyy
young.) Although I fekl the necessity of relizious consplation,
which the church hsa to offer, ff did net have much time to

go th the synagogue. However,I observed the more important
religious holidays,because,in the Jewish rellzion,this is
linked with the commemeration of ores ancestors, f[h.iﬁ is

more ol & tradition than & religious necessiiy.

I think that the sverage person in Hungary Ln mare religious
than I L

C.Helations between church snd etats sre 1desl when the siste
has no influence on chruch affairs at all, I spprove of the
role the Cathelic ehurch and the cther churchss played in the
education of children before the Communists regime, I think

v ——

e i
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n lovember 26 I loaded my family into a car driven by =
friend and,without any popers,he was able to drive us down
almost to the border. Ye csrefully avolded all checking
points. Y& were stopped twice by Hungarian Freedom Fighters,
but they lel us go on. Deyone U or we wers stopped by &
patrol conslsting of three Russians and one AVH officer.
“e bt old him that we are going to a farm nearby. He turned
us bakk,telling us to pget a special permit in Gyor, e
turned back,but took the first side road and made a long
fdetour.

We arrived in the eveningz to the farm house where one of
the farmers wes s upposed to smuggle us across the border.
ile hnd been arrested a few houra bafore pur rrival and
none of the peasante living in the neizhberheced dared to
lead us acrcss. Finally,we persuaded a young boy of fifteen
to show us &t least a part of the way. He explained to us
how we sheuld continue,and told us to go straizht toward
the light we saw from fustrias.ifter a long,tiring walk we
finally arrived in Austrian territory.
lives

D. Uespite the extremely heavy losses in/iife and properiy
Fungary has gained a tremendous fameé abroad. She has rehabili-
tated herself completely and proved to ths world that the
ungarlan people are vory stronsly opposed to Cormunism.
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VIII,THE HUNGARTAN YOUTH

A.Under HAungarian youth I mean the age group betwesn Iour-
teen and twenty-four.

B. The Bungarinn youth organized snd led the demonstrations
which later turned into the revoluticn. Sut,they did not
play sn exclusive leading role in the fighting itself,This

they had to share with the industrisl werkers and military
leadars.

The Hungarian youth was embittered because of its hopeless
outlock for the future. Even the youth did not want 2
revolution...only a demonstration. The demonstrstions
turned spontanecusly inte fighting.

During the revolution the olider generaticns had a desep
respect for the Hungerisn youth. lhe Hungarien youth,in
turn had & higljﬁplnim of the sssistance rendered by the
elders,and were glad to see that the older spe groups mr=
also joined thelr movement.

C. The ewriculum of the Hungarian schecls under Communism
was very rigidx rigorous, I saw,for example,that in grade-
school my davghter studied and lesrned more mathematics
than we had,

The schocl that my daushter attended was a comparatively
good pymmessum. Its director and teachers were relizshle
politically. The educational level of meny-chosls was
better than in the past.

§mym In scme schools the staff was very Lommunist. for
ezanple,the wife 2w of the Ministry for Defenss,lencral

__ was the directer of one Zhm of the Dudapest gymnasiums.
This gymnasivm was probably ihe mest Bommunistic of 211,

The educational qualificationg of Lhe teachers and instructors
wax were not 28 good ss under the previcus regime., This splies
prima1ily to the new stall educated by the Cormunists. mmy

of the old staff are still teaching.

. HESLL B
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D. In my opiniom,moat of the children in Hunzary were not
effected at all hy Communism., They did not like anything
which the Commniets introduced, Emnmmrmmisy perhaps only
their comparatively greater freedem and their ability te
do mere as they pleased Bhan before. Discipline in the
schoels was not as strict under the p=sst rejime,snd re-
lations betwecen teachers and = tudents were much better.

The indoctrination of the Hungarian youth failed becasue
the young pecople were able to see the mlaerable lives their
parents led at home., They saw the contradictions between
thebry and practics.

Untdl 1948-19L49 & fraction of the llngarian youth may have
sympathised with Communism because,until then,Commnism had
not shown its true face in Hunzary. but,shoemck eventes from
1915 to '53 showed them what Communism was really like.The
bright. peasant boys who had been sent by the Communists to
the eities to attend schools mpy have at first been influcpced
by thelr new surrcundings and -rester comfort which the
Commundsts provided for them. But,when these pessants boye
heard that the agricultural policy of the Communistf party
was making the lives of their parents mtzadsdmigerabls at
home,they soon became dissillusioned with Communism.



IX. MAJOR DISSATIEFACTIONS AS FELT IM EVERY DAY LIFE

A. By major dissatisfaction with Jife in Communist Hungary
wag that they nationalized my store. I did not like ths
Tfeeling of uncerteinty and I did not feel safe,even at
home. A telsphone call or the sound of the door-bell,
especially at night,alwnys created unessiness. Ye were
also restricted in cur fLreedom of movement and were uns
able to travel abroad as before.

B. Most of the pecple complained sbout the extremely low
standard of living at home. They were unsble to support
themselves and their femilies and the future seemed entirely
hopeleas to themn.



X.FCONOMIC LIFE

A.I wss able to live exceptionally well under Communiem
bocause of my special job. It however,meant the viclatian
of Comunist laws and,at the end,] was sentensed to 20
months imprisornment in 1955,Novenber. The sentensed wes
appealed and not final. I was accused of pelling textiles
goocde to managers of state stores who scld the goods to
customers ,but poeketed the difference between the npales
price and the wheolesale price.

We lived very well,although hot as well as before the war.
We ate better foed than the average Fungarian. Ye could afford
meat four or five times = week.

Clothing was not a problem %o ua &5 I was familiar in the
textile trade and was able to sequire clothing material hwk
much below the wholesale prics.

Our quarters were alsc satisfsctory. My mother-in-law lived
with us and the five of us shared a three room apartment.
(the three rocms do net inelude hell,kitchen,bathroom,and
maids RO%m.) Our apartment was very well fuwrnished. “henever
party propagandists came to visit us we never lst them in
the living room,bul only to the #egid's room. We did not
want them to see what furniture and paintings we had.lhs
excuse we gave them for leading them only into the maid's
room was that my wife or my mother-in.law were dressing.

It once happened that the same party propugandist came to
us twice in sucdession., He commentsd wryly that my wife
always seemed to be dressing.

I wes able tealford a ear,although the Yiwwm license was
issued in the name of a Hungarian football player wheo
was permitted teo own a car. They Ye could also z2ffard
season's tickets to the opers,snd Sheatres. A vacation
abroad was wonsidered a lwaury. This wes pessible only
during the new era,and only to othar satellite countries.
¥ preferred to stay at hore.

Our feod,clothing,znd housing were satislactory and these
problems offered mo no diffieulty at all. At one tima,wlien
there was a foed shartape in Budapest,l was able to supply
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my fapdly with focdstuffs from pessants ¥ contocted on my
numerous business trips.

Compared to our pre-war standard of living,our stancard of
1lving under Commmnism declined considersbly. Nothing had
been gained compared to our pre-wer standard of living.

ur standard of living was the Bichest in 1953 under the first

Inre Nagy government, After his dewnfall there was = considersble

decline with scme improvement in “ugust end September,1956 |
immediately btefore the revolution. -

There were one or two famlllies with whom we associated and

who lived extremely well under Copmunism. Ona was the family

of a corset end bra meker. His wife ran the household,but

his sen and danghter-in-law were also enployed in the shop.

When it was pmexh possible,they supplisd thes state stores.

Otherwisze theywrksd for iddividual eustomers,meking corssts

ard bras to messurs. They lived extremely well,had a very :
comfortable and beautifuly furnishsd home,excellent food, '
and hnd a large wardrobe. They could afford to go to Lake |
for' & fow wmmighfor weeks in the summer,and to |
go aicling at a ski resort in the winter. They entertained

fxvwmix frequently,played bridge,wnit 4o cinemas and thaatres.

They could also afford a car,but the car was not #n their

oun nrine,

The Hungarian standard of living during the past elght vears
can be attribited Lo the economic nolicker of the “ommunistd/
party. In 1945 and 1946 there wes m inflation mfct under
which the government officicls snd industrinl workars lived
under very trying clircumstances. The merchants and +he
peasantry, newevay,lived better.

then the farint wan Introduced snd the Inflation endad,thare
Wos & very short lapse,but sfter that economie conditéors
improved.cosiderable. “usiness in my atore bezan to boon.

This wanlt on until 1948 when the {irat nsetlconalizstions be-
gan. In the second half of 'L and in 'L9 smadbdm conditiona
were still tolersbie. Then only the enterprieer and industries
which had more than one hundread workers wore nationalized.

From 1949 on,conditions became werre ond worse. Practieslly
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all enterprises,regardless of the number of amployees,were
nationalired. Then came the Three Year Plan,later the Five
Tesr Economic Flan,under which practically everyome went
broke. There was some improvesat under the firet Imre Hegy
regine. fgricultural polley of the zovernment chanzed and
ampll trade was encouraged. Taxation pelicies of the zovern-
ment wars not as fixid rigid as before. Thers was a slow
imprevement up to the time of the revolution.

B. My aversge income in 1956 was from LOOO to 5000 forints
a month. I did not Have eny fixed gelary. I worked eonly on

A connipsion basis. le deductlons were made for trade unlon
duep. I paid only fifty foerints a month for commilsory
poverrment loms, T roceived a bonus of 77 forints a month
for my twe children. I did not have any secondary source cof
incotie yor eny other pert-time job. Wo one else worked in our
Fanily. 1 hed not recelved any wage increase during tho Iast
five years,

C. Our family did meost of its purchasing in zeovernmont stores.
Jnly very rarely oet did we buy in private stores,sonstimes
on the open market. Upen market prices were pigzhor than the
state sfcre prices tut the differsnce wes well worth it.Feor
emample,apples in the government stores were six forinte 2
killogram,snd,at the same time,they ware eight frktaw forinta
on the free market,but recsivad much nicer apples. Almb,

there were times when some itéms were unavailsble in the
povernment stores,but cbtainoble cn the free market. Yor
example,at one fime it wes very difficult to cbtain egses

in the state ztores. They were obtsinsbtle on the free market,
but at a mueh higher price. There were slso years when thers
were shortsges of meal and fat. I do not remember what years
this was,exactly.

il other grods,such as elothing and shoes,btc. we bought in
the state stores. However,in Hungary it wes a general custom
tc have clotheg made to reasure. The material would be bought
in a govermment store,but the work weuld te done by a privats
tallor or by & tallors' cooperative. I do nct know eof mny
nationalized enterprises which offered guch services to a
customer.

There was also n great £id difference in the price andhunlity
of shoes. Fer example,z ready-made shoe in 3 governmebt store
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would cost about 200-250 ferints. At the same time,a custem
made shoe of axcellent material made by a smell craftsman
would eost from B00=1000 forints.

1 do net know much about the retail distribution of food
gupplies,but I imow something sbout the distribution sbout
elothes,shoes,and other such articles. Goverrment atores
were supplied by central depots set wp one in each county.

There were vy initinl difficulties when the reheil distribu-

tion was bLeing organized,but later on they eperated fairly
well, However,distribution was not Tlixible encugh, It was
camplicated by a mess of red tape, For exemple,it would
happen that in one ecounty black shoe strings were not ob-
tainable because the county hnd already sold its quots of
shoe strings. At the same time,there mgy hade 2 surplus of
shoe strings in another county. It often rappened that
white cotton socks were unebtaineble in the sunmer dhen
they were In season. In another store there would be s
surplus of the same pumk merchendise,

It was possible to get spare partes,but not sll kinds and
not always.low much of what was to be manufactured esch
year was decided by the central sgencies in Budspest. The
pecple who dralted these se-celled merchaniise lists wers
not experts,and did net have mouh experience. fven 80,
the state indusirial enterprises were unwilling to manu-
facture the producte which were on the list wher they
were unable te manufactlire them st & prefit at the price
established by the governmsnt. In this vay there wers
elways "shortagze articles" which I could rlwaya easily
detect on my numercus imtetdws business tric into the
country. For example,l kn noticed that the govarnment
industrial enterprises were unwilling to manufacture
thimbles, They could not very well make thimbles at a

exkxk cost whlch would ensble thom to retall these thémoles

at 75 & phece...the price established by the
government. T would infarm my small craftasmen and tradese
men friends and have them manufroturs thess "shortage
articles" at a coat which would enabile us to sell them
at a profit,even 1f we could not sell them [or more than
the orice established by the government.

There were such articles which even the small tradesmen
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md eraftsmen were unsble to manufscture snd eell for the
retsil price established by the govermment. For example,
there were the byeycle chaine. Neither the national enter-
prise mek ner private enterprise cculd meke them at a

cost which weuld enable them to retail them at a profit
for 15 forints a chzin. The state industrial enterprises
manmufactured some bycyecle chaing,but not sz many as tho
preduction plens cdlled for. These chalns were sold by
the retailsre in under-the-counter desls to good frisnds,
perhaps at & higher price.

There was a shortage in such food supplies as meat,fats,
poultry. There were also shoriasges of industrial products

which were menufactured from forelgn wxomisy raw materials,
guch 8s rubberfemtimn tires,ste. Iron and gteel parbs,copper,
end other metals were very herd to get. Bagic textile moterials
end leather were hard to get because they had to be imported
from abrosd. ihat 1ittle lungary had wass taken away by the
Soviet Unfon,

Elack marketing was widespread,and especially in 1949 until
1952, This wes the pericd wheh industrial prodoctifcon was
not yet organized after the nationalirations. ‘here was a
widespread black-market,especislly 4n facdstuffs and tex-
tiles. Under-counter sales to scqueintances were frequent.
However,this black-mariet wam not very well organised.lt
was ‘oconducted only among pedpls who knew emch other. Black-
market pricez were considerably hizher. On the sther hand,
the quality of the goods was much Letter,or,at lsast ,
evailable. For example,for 1000 farinte that a amell ghoe-
maker chargad for a custom-rdde shoe was a black-market
priumbe price begsnse he was able to obtaln his raw materisls
caly on the black-market. At the same tine,lhe price of
ready mede shoss in a government store was only from 200
to 300 forints,

I don't think that storekeepers in ths niate storss dlared
to demand -2 higher price from anyone they 41id not know.
1''is wos a vary damgerous thing to do. There were Lhe so-
called "soclal contrellers”. They would go to asny store
and sak for some hard to get item, If the storekesper
gald that ha was out of such merchandise they were en-
titled to search the premises. fny merchandise thst was
found that he had lied about resulted in criminal pro-
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ceededings spainst the storekeefdper. He was 1isble to get
from five {e eight years risonment. In 1951 there was
an acute shortege of meat. five Budapest butchers and a
manager of a mest industry plant were hanged for black-
market speculations.

Under the first Imre Nagy regime such economic crimes were
punished much more laniently. A storekeeper would gst anly
six montha for even be agquitted if he had & good lawysr.

D. T was amployed as a eslesman by a so-called "couneil
enterprise.” Tt wee ecalled the Budspest Matrict Chemical
md Handieral't Enternrise.

The public adminilstrationf units organized the amall tradse
men and eraftsmen living on their territery to form such
council enterprises, Individual craftsmen and tradesmen
were compellad to join such enterprises by diseriminatory
taxation or they almply did not receive raw materials with
whieh to work.

Such enterprises had to hire salesmen to sell the merchan-
dise manufactured by them. I was 2 sc-called parket mesearch
salesman for the enterprise mentioned. I took their samples
and made my rounds in provincial Hungary getting orders,I
did net get any fixed salary,nor expenses,but recfeived 13
percent of tha total sales. i did not have any fixed eoffice
hours or working hours to cbaerve. I usually hrs started
my country reunds on Monday merning, I left Budepest at
Sa.m. by car. The om was piine althoush it was registered
under the namz of s spertoman friendd who was nermitted

te maintain a ear. I aluays traveled early in the

morning or late at night in order te get the most poseibls
business done during the day. I returned to Budapest on
Ihursday evening. On Friday morning I went into the office,
handed in my report and the sales which T had made. After
that I was fres to go to see my small tradesren friends.

In the course of my work I was always able to note Lf
their was sny shortage of merchandise in Hungarv. I have
already mentioned that the state industrizl enterprises
disregarded entirely the production quotas of plans if
they were unahle to make a profit on some merchandige ’

the price of wnich had been set low tylhe gmhe government,
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They could never exceed the government price,nor could
they undersell the price. Very often my private cmaftsmen
and tradesmen lriends were able teo manufacture the merchan-
dise In demand at such a cost which laft us a profit des-
pite the fact that the price set wss very low. If sufficlent
quantities of sueh merchandise were svallable,then on my
rounds I alsc acquired crders from my frlends. I also re-
celved & ghare of their profits. This was not exactly a
legal thing to do under the Commnist regime. The state
wholegalas and retail ontlsta were strictly forbidden to
by mer:hmdig-a fram any cther source if the merchandise
Ras availeble “rom government cuilets. Merchandlse manu-
factured by the council entarprises had second prefersnce
and unnationalized pari-r.rat.e graftsmen and tradeamsn only
third prefarence. lhere were times when the governments
pelicy was moro lenient 1f the shortage was acute. Some-
times it was my business to persuade the manaser of the
government retall or whole sale store that my merchandise
was not identicle with the merchandise he was able to
get fram govarmment outlets. The wimtwamansgers of state
stores were very poorly psid. Although they handled gtock
worth over 2-3millien ferinte,their monthly pay was not
more than B00=900 forints. 'Ihﬂ:'lr inventory was not on
itemized inventory,only a value inventroy,listing the
total value of the merchandise they had on stock. In
this way it was possible to eell them merchandiss which
was ldentica® with 6hat he ascquired from government cut-
lets at 2 discount snd he wos able to pocket the differsnce
in price. <% wne strictly 1llegal for unnestionalived,
private tradesmen and craftsmen to sell their godds thru
a salesmen. My activities in this respoct were i1legal
and in Novemoer,195% I had been sentensed to twenty
memitis htq:rizunmnt. The sentense,however,wes under
appesal and did not come up for trial before th higher
courts prier to the revolution,

1l was satlsfied with my job because thie provided me
with a sempmat comperstively high income under t he
Communist regime. I think my fellow worksrs were com-
petent and alsc some of my svperiors. However,the
mamlgar ef the council enterprise was a stupid shoe=-
maker who had been given this luerative Job because of
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his Communist party loyalty. I did not have mexk much con-
tact with my superlers. Undeér the existing circumstances I
was satiafied with my job.

L'was a member of the Nationsl Trade Union Council's Medical
Service which cperated fairly well. It provided not only

nedical service but also medicine,artificial 1imbs,testh, |
paid for hespitel bills,ete. The déspensaries of the |
were open prectieally dayand night so everyone was able bto |
get medical attention without having te walt too long.

L did not take part in the frade Union Councll's vecation |
programsbut shat I heard about 1,1t operated fairly well. '
Eany pecople whe previcusly could never have afforded a

vacation at r resort or en Lade B __sWore abke to go

for a few weeks vecation each year,

The Hunzerisgn pansion plan operated vETy poorly. For example,
ny mother-in-law's penslon was only 100 forints a month. The
vld pecple,in ganeral,complained that the pemsicns were vory
mu‘qﬂltﬂ-

E., In Communist Hungary I would prefer to live in the city.
The city 1= the only plags whare I could work in Y [T
fession. It is my opiniecn that eity population eats bettsr
food,and a largar variety than the rursl peopls. The gepersl
standard of living was higher in the cities, Politieally,

I think there was no difference in livine in the city or

country.

When collsetlvization of Farms was first introduced in Hun-
fory 1 Lmmediately disapproved of It. I 4id not think that
it would have any immediste effects on me. T disanprove of
everything which is contrary to private enterprise and
indiwidusl initiative.

I do not iike the collectivieation of farms as 1t has been
caryied out in practice in Hurgery. The farm cooperative
members are not interested in their work and are not sa
diligent as toey would be on their own farms,

1 think that the kuloks and rich peasants cbjectsd more
strongly to eoliectivization of farme than did the ether
peagante,
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I heard ¢f form cooperative being diascolved during the
firat Tmre Vagy povernment. The geasente left the farm
cooperatives becsuse they preferred to farm on thier
cwn farms.

in an independent Hungery agricultural systme should be
entirely free snd unrestrioted. Such innovatione as the
tractor stations which were introduced by the Hungarisnm
“ommunist government should contdnue to aperate FENOCEAFRRLT Y
femporarily until the peasants acquire the neceasary farm
machinery or draft animals.

B e
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Al, THE POLITICAL LIFE

A.Before World War II I was not very much interested in
politics. Durinr the war I was interested because,ns o
Jew, the cutccme of the war effected me greatly, After
1945 1t wos impossible not to be interésted in politics,
as the political situation effacted your everyday 1ife

in every respect.

I have not besn a member of any political party,but I
sympathize with the Small Heolders party becsuse its eco-
nomic pelicles were faveorasble and liberal. Mony mmm members
of this party behave extremely well during the UGerman
cccupation.

No prominent member of my family had been s member of any
party.

My overell pclitical views may be deseribed as 1liberal snd
democratic.

I was a chibld at the time of the 1918-'19 Communist revolution
in Hungary. 1 hasrd about its herrors and atreeities committed
by Bela Kun. Later,I was to recall with envy the 1%18-'19
period,because that time would have been comparatively easy
to overthrow the Femmnist recime in a very short time,

I did not kww know much sbout the underground Communlst
party in Hungary during World War II. I suspected that it
existed and 1 sympathized with it then becanse it wanted
to overthrow the fascist regims.

From 1945 to 1948 the Huncarian Communist party was very
high=handed in its tactles of liguidating other politlcal
partiea. I wes afraid that they would stake scme sort of

& goup and ecome to powsr by foree.

My wviews about the pre-19Lf Communist party has not changed.

E. After 1946 Y came to hate the “ommunist perty even mere
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than before.

After 19L8 there were etill many people whe did riot reslize
what the Uommnist party wae renlly like and what it wented.
They had sbesorbed something from the Comunist tesohings
and had been given some mediocre jobs, I suppose such pechle
sympathised with Lommnism until sbout 1951, Sut,in 4his
era dorkness,terror and oppression,l think that nany of
these people had become disillusioned with Cotmmund sm,

I think that only a small percentaze of the Comminist party
membership 1is Communist by convietion,mp cbsessed Communista.
Most of these are old party members who had talken part in
the sctivitiee in the underground Communist party. They werse
Joined by a few idealiete who were mostly young reople,

Mest of the people joined the Hungarian Communist party be-
eauee they had to live. They either had to get a job or were
afrsid of loslng the one they hed.

Some people joined the Communist party in order to be able
to gel ahead. These are the carcerists. Thay made a cone
vincing show of being good Comunist,but in reality they
did not care much sbout Communint doctrines as lung as the
Communist party membership served their purposes.

The policies of the Hungarisn Commnist party chenzed cone
stantly. For exsmple,Bn 1947 I 3ti1l hed my store, £t that
time there was = meeting of textils merchants in Budapest
to whioch RaMosi was invited to speak. He sssured s that
ths Commnist regime needs the private merchants and that
the Communist regime dose not wish to interfere in cur
business. He urgsd us to expand our business and to soquire
new stook. He caterorieally denisd that the Commmunist re-
gime would ever want to nationalize our business. Hasny
texglle merchants belisved Rakos® and did as he rocommened.
A few months later all textile retall steres were nationaliged,

Their dislectical materialismm is something very sléppery snd
i1Musiva.

The changes in the poliey of the Hungarian Communist narty
reflact the chanses 4n the Saviet Unfen. Stalin's de=th and
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the struggle fer power,the belance of power within the
piik politburesu always detarmined thexpeiiidew peliclen
of the Communist party in the satellite countries.

Most of the pesople In Hungary were aware of the #4fferonces
within the prrty. for example,the dlifferencea between Imre
Hagy and Rakosi.

I do not lmov mich about the morale of the Hurgarian Communist
party.There vas no freedom of ocpinion or eriticism within the
party. The party members had no other cholce than te sgree
with everything the party did.

Z think that the top leaders of the Hungarian Commumist party
are ideallste. However,the determined way in which Cero clung
to power seems te indlczle that his motives were selfich,
Their primary;- potives are power snd the material gains which
go with 1t. "hey are determined to serve their Cormunist cver-
lords In Moecow,to the latters satisfaction so they can re-
.'il.lill iﬂ FIJHE!‘;

~hey do not have any personalities,althcugh scmetimes they
show personal tharacteristic iralts. but,these traits of
thelr personclities do not ccunt st all because they must,
carry out in detail the &nsatructions they receive from
Moseow.

I think they are wicked and cruel people. They are talented,
but scmetimer committ preat blunders. Fer example,lero,who
ie a civil ergineer,approved the plans for the new subway

in Budapest vhich was build entirsly {1c serve strategic
purpoaed,and which turned cut a eomplete fallure,technichlly,
at the =nd,

A compariscn csn not very well be dsde between the party
leaders and the simple party members. The pariy msmbers
Joined for the reasens we have alresdy discussed. They
can express no opinion in connectlcn with party poliey.
A1l they cen do is spplaud what the party ssys.

If bBungsry becoomep independent,then the top leaders of the
fhungarian Cormmnist party sheuld be brooght before a court.
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C. During the past eight or ten years thers wes opposition
to Comminism in Hungary. The women,vhlle lining up for
commpdities wonld grumble and criticize the regime openly.
Heny acte of 4 sabotage were raperted. Wumerous arrest
ceccurred for this reason. Flres would break oot in factories
end storebonses. These were usually stéributed to the sub-
vergige activities of imperialistic agents sent loom= home
from Austria and Oermeny. In reality,it was deme by the
workers,thensalves,

Opposition ¢f to Communism was most ccamon amonz the industrial
workera. The cpposition by the peasants was less widespregd.
The intellizentsia did not dars to show mich cppesition. 1

T N -

The oppositicn behavior if tha varicus classes snd groups
was generally known to everyons. “uch oppesition behavier |
did not have much significanca,ner impertant consequences, i
It was not in propostion with the risks involwed and the
QoNSeqUeEnces.,

I did not notice any differmmce in the intensity of cpposi-
tien during the various years of the Communist rezime, How- 1
ever,l did not have mich contact with the groups which wers 1
giving cpposition to the regime.

I did not kmow much sbout the activities or the Hongariasn
intellbotuals. I heard about the Petefi Circle only in ths
summer of 1955;at the time when the Fetofi Circle was con-
doctling debatss on the rehsbiiitation Rajk.

The Hungarian intellt#otuals were dissatizfied with the i
Comminist paiy roglme becsuse they became tirsd of the 3
striet Commist control and censorsnhip over toelr litersry
and intellectual activitiss. I conslder the Hungarien
intellectusls as the farerunners of the Hungarian revolution.
In genergl,I have respect for t he intellectuvals. I do not
congider themif impractiwnl 4 nor as dreamers.

’ |
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XII. THE APFARATUS OF PO R

A. 4 sharp distinction must be made botwesn two kinds of
AVH personnel. One choge the AVE mervice as a profession.
But,a large grouvps of AVH men, especially those of lower
rank,were recruited for this service in course of corpul-
sory military draft. They had no chelce but to join the
AVH, I don't think that Rhis sapond group were very muat
effected by Commmunism mr My no- by the gpirit of the AVH,

Those who chossthe AVH a5 & profession wantsd to live well
and get shead. They may have boan Co:munists by convietion,
But moet of them were simply corcerists.

I did not hsne much contact with the 2VH. In the spartment
building where we lived there wne a woman wheose husband

was an AVH officer,I think a 1st lisutenant. Before Novembs:

i she was vary warried about her husband and tried to attract
as little attention as pogsible in the house. She was evidantly
relieved when,®n Novesber i, the Fussians returnsd to bydapest
and & few daye later her husband returned,

Feither I nor my friends have been arrested by the AVH.

I do not knew of anv AVH men who felt remorse,pangs of con-
science,or wanted to leave the AVH,but eould not.

When Hungary becomes independsnt the activitiss of the AVH
rust be thercuzhly investigsled and those who have eamnmitted
crimes must be called to answer for them before the courts.

I had some contact with the Hungarian Blue Police twice,
during the past eight years. On one cecasion they searched
my apartment because someone infsrmed them that I vas olack=
marketing. The basis of this information was thet on ssevers]
occazions I brought from my Lusiness trips sacks and prates
of potatoes snd other vegetsble which were hard tepet, But,
I purchased these in not toc proat quantities,and enly for
our own houselicld.f When they scarched my spartment they
found a geld _ _ wateh. T wus aaked to provide a bill of
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gale to prove that the watch was not s smuggled ons. I
could not do so,but they accepted the explanstion which
I gave concerning the source of the wateh,

My second eontact with the Flue Police was in course of a
eriminal investigation against sesverazl solesmen of our com-
pany,in the courge of which we were chargad with black-
market operatlons.for selling to vovernment stare managers
merghandise wilch they boupht znd scld on thelr own ascount.
I was questioned peversl times in the course of the investi-
gation. I havo no canse to corplain because they treated us
very politely. This happened in 1955, A few years befere
the economie crimes squad wan very notorious becanse of

ite treatment of the prisoners, Lefore 1953 it wam would
have been quite impossible for vse th remain unarrested
during the investigation and ihe trial.

But,however,I do not think the Blus Police were as efficient
aa the Blue Tolice foree under the Horthy regime. I think
that there was corruption within the Blue Police force,
especially as far as economic orimes were concerned. For
example,the investigetions which I mentioned were conducted
against simiy people. Of these,cnly eightéen wers prosecuted.
The fourty-two against whom the charges had been dr

wore as guilty as the rest. I mn almost certain that the
charges were (ropped against them because they hribed scme-
oI,

My experience during the rewolution was that the Blue Folice
sided with the Freedem Fighters. For example,on October 2)
when I was stterpting te return to Pudspest,the comendar of
the police precinct in Kispast was on the side of the Fresdom
Fighters and nlso all of his squad.

B. T do not think + the corts during the Horthy regime
were unjust o biased./Whet I read pbout tha triasle of
Zoltan Vas and Fakoel during the Hortiy regime, T amm eon-
vineed that it would have been quite impossibvle for any-

oite Lo ddfend wheemedwewx himsslf in the same manner be-

fors a court curing the Commnist regime. I think thset the
Communiet accvsstions sgzainat the courts of the Horthy repime
are utterly urfounded.
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The People's Courts were set up 4n 1945 and 'L7 to try wer
criminals and crimes committed against Comminism and Jews,
The great majority of the coirt senate which tried such
cases conaisted of lsymen,nmany of whom had lost relatives
in the German concentration camps, Therefore,it is not to
te wondered Lhet scma of the santences f¥ passed by these
courts were unjust or exaggerated. However,I think that
the war criminals were guilty without question and the
sentences imposed on them were just.

Co My impression of the Hungsrien srmy is that it Immediately
sided with the revolution and feought very bravely against the
AV,

I tase nmy opinion on what [ heard and saw in Kispest and 4n
Fudapest during the first stage &f the revolution snd sfter
November k.

1 do not know much about the comduct of the army or -about
the semtiments of the individusl mesmbers. T dea't think
that rank,class origins,or geographital location made &
great differesce during the ravolution in the conduet of
the army.

“he fact that some units went over to the side of the
Freedom Fighters as a vhole while others did not can be
explained enly by the mbility of scme Communist of Miecers
to maintsin discipline and to koep their units undsr sone-
trol.

I wae nct mch surprksed by the conduet of the Hungarian
ermy. This ia something one could have expected, Nelther
tiey nor thedr relatived were sstisfied with the Communist
rogime.

I have never served in the Hungarlan armryneither during
the Horthy rejime nor the precent regime. Therefere,l am
ulable to tell you anything abeut 1ife in the Army.

U, I weuldn't say that the unpopularity of the Fuasian
troops in Huncsry canbe attributed to thelr condust in
13L8. What they did in 1945 wos enough to meke them un-
popular.

L el TN T S—
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At the end of World “ar II when the Husslane were spproadhing,
I was in hiding in Budapest. As a Jew 1 wae in danger of being
arrested and being deported to some concentration camp. Thepe-
fore I was awalting thl" arrival of the Fusslsns becanse I lmew
it would e m2an the end of the war for us and safety for me.

My first contact with the Fussian troops wae not a pleasant ohe.
I tried to t to them in Enzlish and German. I immediately
became RHSPEH of being a bourgecis because I spoke languages.
Thay tock me sway end forced me to haul somunition for them

during the ﬂﬂ'hﬁ’-lﬂi

Later on I did not have much trouble with them with the exception
cf one time when I was robbsd by Eussians in @ train,

However,I knocw of cases of atrocities conmitted by Russians
against women. The wife of a close friendd of mins was killed
by the Ruselans because she mu protested sgainst them taking
off her wedding ring. In general,the conduct of the Husslans
was 2 gource of prest disﬁﬂlu.us.mnt to the Hungarisn Jews
gnd other smti-Tascists who avaited their srriwal,

My opinien of the Fussian trocpe @id not changs with time.

I had very 1little contaet with the Ruaslan cccupation troops
in Mungary afte= the war. In 1946 and 'L7 some of the Fussian
enlisted men amd officere snd thelr families cane to my store
and bought thinge there. Meny of them were returnlng from Ger-
many. They wese much impressed with what they saw of 1ife ocut-
glde Ruseia and were dissatisfied with condltions at home.

On one occasion I roached an agreement with a Russiean officer
to smuggle my family and me out of Hunmgary. This =as in 1947.
it that time such things were frequent. lowever,in the end we
did not dare zo with the HRussian because we feared that he
may rob us on the road.

After L7 there were not many Fussian trocps in Sudspest proper,
I did not hava any contact wlith the Russisns who were statloried
in various parta of Hungary. T do not know of their attitudes
towsrd the Hungarian eivilisns,sbout their ecclal intercourse,
nor about the fealings of tha Fussian enlisted men and officers.

I did not have any contact with the Russians during the revolution.
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That Soviet soldiers helped Hungarians,refused to obey their
supariors,desertad,fought on the side of the Bungarians, fought l
againgt the AV and against each other I know only fram hearsay.

Nelither do I have any information of cases concerning individual |
brutality by Soviet soldiers toward Hungarien civilians or
Freedom Fighters.

- E, Now and then one would encounter government efficisls whao,
unselfsihly and only with a desire to assist others,weuld help
ons,especially in problems concerning houning , taxation,s=nd the

- compulaory dalivery of crops.

P.It was possivle to circumvent regulsticns with the aid of
pereuadsion,inluence,or,beat of all,through bribery. The |
underpaid of7iclals in the tax collectors office were scme- |
times willing “o reduce emorbitant taxes for a ahare of ths
reduction. In general,with the sid of money one coukd get
almost anything: done sm in proctically any office in Hungary.
Probably the only exceptions wire the AvH and the military
authorities,

If anyone was caught accepting or givimg a briba.it usually
resultéd in oriminal pmemsewtizm prosecution.

d. Fost of the top officers in the Hungarisnsecrat police
foerce were one time workers of se-called working peasants.
They did not have the proper educationsl background and for
this reascn the average lewel nf intelligence within the
secrot police van very lew. I think the dame could be sald
of the Hungarim army leadership. I do not know what the
Rugsian arny leadership is 1ike.

The situntion <as somewhat more favorsble within the Hungarian
public adeiniziration system. Many of the officlizls who sarved
under the provicus regime were not dismizsed. The msjority of
the rew officials Jyf sppointed by the Communist resime in the
first years of the Communist rule were not intellisent. Leter
on they were gradually replaced by well educated young Communists.
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XIXI.ASTESEMENT OF FUTURE PROSPECTS FOR HUN3ARY

A.ks long as Soviet influence continues in Hungary no change
can be expected., There will be resistance,pmekpm perhaps even
greater then befere, Sut,this will not be open resistance.

The Kadar government does not form its own policies. It ree
celves detalled instructions in every respect from Hoscow.

1 think that the Stalinistic rule in Hungary will continue,

but it wlll rnot be entirely what it was under the Rakosl re-
gime. I don't think that Rekesi will return to Hungary.

The Kader government will maks concessions but only econcmic
cnes, For exmmple,it will permit the teaching of religion
and catechian in school.

There is not much hope for a2 drastic change cuteide Hungary
that may influence the pelitical situation within Humgary.
Ferhaps after the unification of Osrmany there will be less
excuse to maintain Russian treops within Hungery.

Suring the pzot eight yeare we at home hoped that the uniflcation
ef Oermany weuld be carriec cut and 2 compromise would be

formed bwtween Fast and West,according to which conditions

at home would impreve censiderably,although the finel 1iberation
of Hungary will have to be postponed for later. We hoped that

the compromiss would enable the Commniste to zive much more
political concessions than belore the Hunparian revolution.

I think that the Hungsrian issue and all international political
provlems cen be settled only thru pesceful negotistions. The
more opbimistic people at hoine share my view.

I do not thinit that the pecple at home desive a war between
the United States and The Soviet Union. Only a vety small
percentage of the populatien,uho ars entirely smbittersd,
want war regardless of its consequences. It is a great re-
sponsibllity to start such a war which may destroy the en-
tire world.

I do not think that a third world war is likely to break out.
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I think by pesceful means,by diplomatic and sconomic pressurs
on the Soviet Union,significent results can be achieved,altho
Communism cannot be abolished. I think that the Vestern world

Internal changes may occur within the Soviet Unicn,but this
will only mesn that one faction of the Soviet politburesn
has ousted the other,or vice versa. “hich clique comes to
power will not effect Soviet policy in the long run, During
the past ten years we at home regared international evente
with keen interest and there was always something to hope
for,or rather to base our hopes on. Vhen Churehill came to
power in fngland we thought that the Churchill zovernment
would solve the internatiorsl situstion. We attached much
hope to President Elsenhower's election. I shall never
forget his 1553 speech held on April 17,concerning the
penenfudyakid peaceful settliment of the world problems.
After this came a long wait,then the Geneva Summit Con-
ference. At tiat time our hopes were the highest. Mwgy
paeoxix “hen it became evident that the Ueneva conferance
brought no results,our hopes wera gradually dmstimy declining.
Thenyl,the revolutien broke out,and again we hoped in the
first stege of the fighting that we had got rid of Soviet
ruls. New,we hgped that there may be some chanse for a
peaceful settlement of world problems in the eourse of
which Hungary's problems would also be solved.




XIV., SOCIAL,POLITICAL,AND ECONOMICRE IDFOLCGY

A, I would like te have independent fhingary be a demecratic
republic with a multi-party system.

B. I think that in Hungary the main emphasis should be placed
an agricultuw-e,and xter after that,on light industry. Hungarian
regources Jjustify the developement of sgriculture and the
light indunt~des. The Hungerian heavy industry should be
abandoned. We do not have the rev materlals for the heavy
industries,nor can we compete with foreign prices.

fungarian asriculture should bte modernized. The Hungarian
lizht indust-les have already zchieved considarable y=msiuk
results during and a2fter World “ar II.

Whzt to do with the natlensl enterprises once Communism is
gverthrown in Hungary iz a very difficult snd complex probl&m.
The national enterprises should be liquidated., They should

be sold te private business men or companiss,and should
continue to operate in private ownership. The proceeds of

the sales of such national anterprises,factorles,installations,
ato, ,should e given tothe ex-owners for compansation of

their lossos sustained during the nationslipation of the
Industries.

If Communism ia overthrown in Hungary,the farm cooperstives
ahould be abalished or shouold centinue to operate in sccordamce
with the fre:ly expressed will of the _ =~ mambers. The
state g farms should not be dissolved,but sgricufltural sxperts
should be assigned te direct them. They should pay decent
wages tothe pesssnts employed on such Tfarma.

I oppose the nationalization of both the heavy and light industries.
Nationalization and state owmership only serve to ecurb private
initiative,and also abolishes the incentives which promote
industrial dovelcopement. The only exception to this are perhaps
the public utilities,watcer power plants,and telephone companies.

In an independent Hungary,the government should assist the
farmers,but not direetly ecntrol them. vovernment should net
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interfere directly in agriculture. The compulsory delivery
of farm preducts should be sbolished,snd farmers should be
allowed to sell their produce on & free markst.

I don't think that the government should set & mim 1imit to
the private ewnership of agricultural land. A persen should
be allewed to farm as muich land as he owns or can aoquire,
providing that he pays his employess decent wages,pays his
taxes,and is qualified to diract a large agtate,or has hired
skill to do thias for him,

If I were to mimix choose between a dictatorship which ensures
2 fair standard of léving,snd a democrstie poverrment which
does not,then I would choose democracy. Under s demooratie
form of government I am certain that I would be able to lead
the 1#fe I wanted to. I do not want to be rieh,I only want

¥o live wall.

The Communist party has not brought much goeod since it exists.
However,1S the independent Hungary would be & free Hungary, then
it would not be wise to sutlaw the Communist party. Communism
has no future in Hungary. An above-ground Commmist party in

ary would have very few supparters and could not do much
harm.

C. Ideally,it wonld be best for Hungary 4o naintain such an
international position as the neutrality of the present Austrian
government. This newtrality would mean that the Hungarian
govermment would conduct econemic mnd ecultural reletiens with
the Soviet Union,the eastern Furopean satellite sountri a5, and
with the rest of Furcpe,and alsc with The United States. lut,
the striet neutrality would demand that Hungary has no military
pacts or relations with any of these countries, Of cowr ge,
economic and cultural relations with The Unted States and

the Yestern world must be much more cerdial than those d th

The Soviet Unicn and her satellites.

Koesuth,in ¥ 1848,wes the first one to bring up plans for a
faderation for Yanubian states. I sghin heard sbout it during
the revolution when some friends discuseed the desirability
of forming & Janubian federation with Yugoslavia,

1 &m not in favor of sush a federstien., It would be better faor



Hungary to remain independent. However,1f such a federation wera
formed, T would prefer to be in it together with Austria,Yugoslavia,
and Cezechosleovakia,but not with Fumanis and Bulgaria. It would be
dasirable to be togsther with the first thres countries becaise
their sconomies are well developed and thedr cultural level high.
The last Zom two countries are not wvery sympathetio to people in
Hungary .

I do not think that Hurgary's present boundaries are ecceptable.
Territerial adjustments should be made along the Rumania and
Crechoslovak frentiers, Perhaps it would not be advisable to
demand terrbtorisl changes slong the Yugoslavy frontiers. The
fate of the Hungarian minority in Yugoslavia is much bettjer
than of the Hungariansf at heme. The only ways these territorial
questions could be settled mxs is peageeful negotiations,or
international arbitration.

I sm alseo concerned pbout the fete of the Hungarian minorities
in these countries. Ihis problem should be solved throush a
volutary exchange eof population,or by & reedjustment of boundaries.

Frankly, these problams I am indifferent to. Most of the people

at home attached much importance te these problems,but new they
have other worrises.



IV. THE FORMATION OF PUBLIC OPINION

A, Before the revolution I dis not hear anything abont Khrushchev's
secret speech gf at the 20th “Yongress of the Communist party.in the
Seviet Unien. I only knew that Stalin had been demoted officlally
from the hipgh pedestal on which he was placed.

Senator MeCarthy and his UnAmerican fActivitics Committes were
very unpopular with the Communists at homs. ‘his made them
mere popular to us.,

At home we heard sbout the downfall of Peren in Argintina,
The Communist radio and press dealt in detail on him. But,
we were not much interested in 1t because we did not think
it effected us directly.

We did not hear much about Rakesi's private life before the
revolution. After the revolution there was much talk about
the splendor and lusury in which he lived.

B. Daring the last ten yeara we at home drew mest of cur in-
formation from Hadic Free Burcpe,and the Veice of /merica
breoadcasts. Everyone listened to them., We also read the one-
alded versions which the Hungarian Communist newspepers published.

C. There was not much news we received by M word of mouth,
W“han pscple got together and began to talk about politics or
runors,the basis of these news and rumors were always radio
broadcasts.

In connection with rumers it was interesting to note that the
bad news always seemed to be true in the end. The good news
was usually sntirely unfounded. For example,before the de-
portations began in 1951,there were rumors to the effect that
somathing would be dene with the unddsirable elements in Puda-
pest and aleng the berder. Unfortunstely,it turned ont tobe
true.

I associaged mostly with pecple who,before 1949,had been
business men or craftsmen or tradesmen. They had all 1ived
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well,and had been greatly effectad by the nationalization of
industries and other Commnist measures. Some of these pecple
had geod contact #fd in the ministries. Somethimes we learned
in advance that the police and detectives would be raiding
sane of the shops of private tradesmen and craftasmen. For
example,we knew one day in advance that the economic police
would come to investigate the books and the stock of tha
private shoemakers. loet of them were compelled to acquire
th2ir raw material on the black-market.,

D, Before and during the war I read practically &l1 of the
Hungarian deily newspapers. I subscribed to the "Eet",the
"Fasti Naplo" and the "Magyarorszag". I alse subseribed to
tha "Szinhazi Magazin',the "Tolnai Vilaglapja",and the
"Radio Uisag".

I read comparatively a lot. T had a large librery of Hungarian
and foreign suthors,alike. The foreign suthors were translations.

In general,] was satisfied with the newspapers and magazines
one was able to obtain before the war. :

1 did not have much time for reading during the Werld War,
at least in its second stage. At that time,as a Jew,had te

go into hiding.

After the war I subscribed to the Hungarian Commmist news-
paper "Szabad Nep." Before the revolution,I slso regularly
rend the "Irodalmi Ujsag". This newspaper becama interesting
only in 1956,at the time of the Petofi Circle debates.

The domestic news contained in the "Szabad Nep" regrettably

wap true. News items concerning foreign events and foreign
policies were distorted,but one mmm was able to get a genaral
idea of what was going on in the world by listening to forelgs
racio broadcasts. There were some foreign events which were
putlished in the Hungarimn newspspers without dizktmet distortion.
For example,the accounts of the Summitt Meeting in Ceneva were
tree.

Inhgunurnl my mistrust of Hungarian newspapers dates back to
15 51
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I did not believe even statistical material published in the
Hungarian newspapers. I had a friend in the Bureasu of Statistice
who told me that the statistical reports were false. For example,
if reports stated that the industrial production plan had been
completed 105%,then,in reality,the figure was probably chly 80%.
On snother cccasion,the Bungarisn newspspers wrote that the Hun-
garian meat amad industry was completing its productionm plan 987,
while,at the same time,there was an acute shortage of meat every-

viherea in Hungary.

However ,one was able to gather mem much infermation Trem the
Hungarian publications/ by reading in between the lines.

Neither I nor my friends read any publications from the Soviet
Unien or fxhme other satéllite countries. A1l such publications
were available with bhe mm exception of the Tugoslav publications.

“ome Western publications were avallable at Hungarien mmsl news-
paper stands. For example,l sometifimes read im "@er Abend" ,which
was a soclalist Austriun newspaper. I read these newspapers in
the last few months before the revolutdon. I am not certain
whether they were available previcusly or not.

It is however my impression that British,French,Italian Commnist
and some Soclalist newspapers were admitted to Hungary.

I do not know of any “estern i1llegal publications.

I was surprised to learn that most of the books in my EElibrary
had been fwksm placed on index, However,I did mot destroy them,
nor hand them in to the asuthorities. I kept them on the bottom
shelf of my bookcase. I loaned such books and also berrowed such
beoks from friends. Only those pecple who could easily be sus-
pectsd of possesaing such books destroyed them or handed them in.



IVi. EVENTS OUTSIDE HUNCARY

A, I don't thinkthere are eny chances of a change inside
“uzsie. One group muay oust the other frem the et polit-
bureau,but this will not,in the leng run,effsct Soviet foreign
policy. The people who remained at home were very optimistic
end said that fussimf will be defeated,but not from the inside,
out. from the outside.

I cdo not very well imow what conditions are like in the Soviet
Union,and what the opinions are of the Soviet people on “emmuniam,
It must not be forgotten that generaticns have growm up under
Commmism. “any of them may believe in the aims of the Communista,
but wnether they,at the present,like Communism or not ia hard to
say. Those Soviet soldiers and citizens who had an opportunity
to lock around sutside Russia have probably noted the great
ferance in the standard of living and economic conditions.

I ¢o not think that changes will cccur in the Soviet Union
neither thru liberalization,nor thru a revolution.

In my opinion,if free elsetions were to be held in the Soviet
Unien,prokkbly sbout {ifty per cent of the vote only would go
to the Communist party, The rest would probably go to a socialist

party.

The top leaders of The Soviet Comminist party are imperialists
whe want world domination. They are not relisble and are always
inclined to hedge on their promises or given weord. Whether

g9telin iep in power or Khrushchev,there is basically no differmnce

in thisxepzsrk respect.

As individuals,I think that the top leaders of the Soviet
Communist party are hypoorits,gangsters and scoundrels, I

do not know whether they believe in Communist doctrines or
not,but,in practice,they have created a new aristoeracy which

is living much better and exploiting the Russian pecple and
other Commnist countries much more than the Russisn aristocracy
did under the Cears,

B, I think that of the countries mentioned East Germany and
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Csechoslovekia are the meoet and second mest pepular countries
with Hungary. Imst Oermany is populer because it is a Western
nation with a high cultural level. Csechoslovalia is popular
becsuse there even Commundism is different from what it is else-
where.

The least popular country would be Bulgaria because it is &
very backward country. The second least popular would be
Eumgnis because she is pro-Communizt and has a very low stan-
dard of living.

If ,zpart from Poland,free elections were to be held in these
countriea,then the Comunista would be defeated evervwhere.

In Jugoelavia the Tito regime would be replaced by a Seceialistic
government, In the other countries Immx liberal Resw Cemmoratic
governments would come to power.

Taking intec censideration the economic conditions which existed
in the countries mentioned asbout the time of the Hungarism
revcelution, East Uermany has the highest standard of living,with
Czechoslovakisa second,lunzary third,Peland fourth,Rumania fifthg,
and Bulgaria last.

I do neot think that the Comulka government in Foland is & puppet
government., Thru thelr bloodless revolution the Poles have
echieved much more than the Hungarlsns did. The Moescow Communists
¥ill be forced to make further concessicna to the Polish pecple.

I spprove of the policy of gradualism ss carriad cit in practice
by Camilka.

I think that Comulka will remain in power. He im a very crafiy
politician. Hewever,he will not be able to make mmeh progress
in becoring more indepondent of Moscow.

Yuring the revolution I was diseatisfied with Poland when she
did not take astive part in the fighting spainst the Seviet
Union. Hewever,now I am forced to admit that what Poland did
was much better than the Hungarian revelution.

Ivents in Poland had an unquestionably great effect on ths

B i —
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situation in Hungary. The events in Rsizmst Posnen gave the
thingarien workers idens that force could also be used against
Communists.

B{ During the revelution the unrest in Poland served to
solten the Soviet on Hungary. The Seviet Unien counld
have repeiled the edom Fighters much more ruthlesaly by
benbing the city or ordering the Soviet troops to be more
mthless. The Scoviet Union did not dare to do this becmse
it might bave created more trouble of the same kind cut-

side Hungary,especinlly in Poland.

I do not kmow of H:IE‘ political or economical concessions
macta by the Soviet “ommunists in Poland before the Poznan
trial. After the Pomnan #¥{Y£ trial we heard that political
prisoners and priests werse freed. We were able to get an
idea of what was going on in Poland from the Communist press
andl foredgn radio breoadeasts.

Probably,it would have been better for fumgary had the Hun-
garian revolution taicen the zame path es the Polish revelt.
fhargary,by her couragecus stand sgainst the Soviet amy,did
not gain muech., On the other hand,thsre would have bsen no
logses had we followed the Polish example.

D. I think that Tito and Tugoslavia did have a considerable
effect on the other Fashern Furopesn satellite countries.

Brtnfilxshmmst Tito showed them that it was pessible o oppose
Stelin,and to get along without the ald of The Soviet Uniom,

I think that Tito is the originater of naticnsl Commmism.
It is somewhat better then international Communism,but 1t
is Communigm just the same.

Tite and the Sovliet Union have patched up their diffsrences

since Stalin's death,but now Wg¥ he is sgain in disfavor in

Mosoow. The present strained relations were caunsed by Tito's
eritioclsm of Mposcow wethods in Hungary.

The relstions of other eastern Furcpesn s#s satellite countries
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to Tite are always determined by Moscow's stand on this question.
Tito,on his part,would like te have greater influences im the
eastern Furopean countries,snd te have them adopt his brand of
national Communism,

Tito's relations with the West are very good,but I cannot under-
stand why he accepted Soviet attempts at reconciliation.

Some membera of the Communist lsadership in the other satellite
countries have geemed to favor national Communism at one time or
mokhh another. At the present time national Communism does not.
geen to be an issue in the other satellite countries.

I think that Tito is popular in Tugoslavia. The Tugoslav people
are not living badly. The Yugoslave have always been slightly
inclined to the left. There is much more freedom in Tugoslavia
than there evor had been in Hungary during the Communist regime,

I hive formed a picture of conditions in Tugoslavia on the basis
of letters sent us by my wife's relatives living there. We were
able to correspond freely. One of my wife's relatives,a lawyer,
went to Israel in 1949 and returned to Yugeslavia in 1951, He
returned because he thought that conditions in Tugoslavia were
better.

I
E,/KE did not like the Anglo-French-Israsli invasien of Egypt
because it came at 3 very incpportune time for Hmgary. It hed
direct influence on the course of avents in connection with the
Hungarian revolution. It served to dévert the attention of the
world from events in Hungary,

In my epinion the Foyptien govermment had no right in nationalizing
the Sues Canal,

F. I think thst the standard of living in YWest Oermany is the
highast in Eurépe.

I share the opinion that the Oermans may cause the cutbreak of
the next world war,

I approve of West Cefman resrmsment because the West GJerman
army is a potential ally agsinst the g¥d¢ Soviet Union. I do
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think that the length of compulsory military service is the
West Cerman army is léas than two years. I believe that the
Vet Cerman army is much stronger than the ermfed forces of
great Eritain or France.

It is very diffioult to compare the German cccupation of Hun-
pary with timdoonf the Eussian occupation after World War IT.
I think Iam strongly prejudiced againet the Cermans. I am a
Jew,and the CGermans wore trying to ligquidate us.

It cannot,however,be denied that the Uerman scldiers,both
officers and men,acted and behaved more disciplined than
the Scviet troops.

I think that many people in Hungary consider the German
cccupation mich more distasteful than the Soviet eccupation.
However,there ars & good many people who think that the
Soviet occupation after World ¥War II was worse than the
Cerman cccupation during World War II.

G. I heard sbout HATO at home and approved of it. I think
thet it 1s much stranger than the VWarsaw Bact. The Yarsaw
Pact was Bhe Soviet response to the WATO.

I co not know much about the British Laber party,but I do
know that it is anti-Commmnist,

I think that from the countries menticned YWest Cermany has
the highest standard of living, Oreat Britain next,ltaly
third,0reece fourth,Fgypt fifth,and the Soviet Unlon last,
although it is possible that the Soviet Union mrewssiss pre-

cedss Egypt.

H.Before my arrivel in Te Upited States I expected toc ses
a bigh standard of living. But,not =s high as I expoerienced.
This high standard of liming is gemersl. It was unusual %o
hear that minimum wages were established by law.

I think that in connection with eastern Eurépe lmericsan
forelgn policy should be more firm teward the Soviet Union,
imerica should compel the Sovist to withdraw from the satellite
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countries and to consent to the holding of free eloctions

under intermational control. Effective economic
blockades or a large scale scanomic ald program to the
Soviet Union could be useful to persuads the Seviet gmexm
government to accept such a plan for ths liberation of
setellite countries.

I think that it would be a gogd idea to give econamic aid
to Poland and to Tugoslavia, his will encourage the cther
satellite countries Lo sepsrate themselves from Soviet in-
fluence,

I think that it would be advizsble for the United States
government to meintain diplematlc and commerclal relations
with Hungary because in this way the United States can help

the paople of Hungary.

I think that the people at home are very much interested in
Western visitors. Newspaper men would be very welccme becauss
thay can help Hungary by depieting the conditions thered.
Tourists would be meetly people of Hungarisn ordigin who ge

to visit their relatives. It would be advissble to send trade
union represantatives to Hungary,because in this way the pecple
in Hungary would be egble to learn how Mmmgaxy the trade unions
funetlon in the Wsatern world. These visitors should be warned
belora going to Hungery not to rely upon the guldance of the
affieclal Hungarian fsemitx tourist bureau. They ehould not

let themselvas be led around to see the sights reserved only
fﬂ]‘.‘ mi‘t‘ﬂrﬂ:

I mm certain that the peopls at home would like very much

$o get Westernm publications, However,I do not know of eny

wayr in whikh such publications could be able to reach thenm.

I den’t think that the present Pungarisn govermment would
permit such publications to be sent thru the Mungarlans pests.

it would be a good idea to hsve recent Hungarimm refugees
aspoelated with such activities as informing prospective

Wue tern visitors to Hungary,and sending Western publications
hong. For one thing,the recent refugees know the situnation

at home much better. On the other hand,the pecple at home will
18)X feel that at least the refugess have not forgoiten them,




t. 52/%v1

In ]9L8 we heard about the Marshall Plan at home. Its purpose
was to assist the disrupted economies of Burcpe. I do not
know of any secondary political purpose, It is too bad that
the Hungarisn Communist govermment rejected the Marshall Plan
aid.

It is diffioult to say why The Upited Siates entered the
Korsan War. The fmerican interventien in Kerde did not

achleve amifthimgyx enything,

J. The United Nations is an excellent organization. The only
trouble is such members ms the Seviet Unien are not willing
to execute ths resolutions adepted by the United Watlions.

Ye could not h scted mich more from The United Nations
than the regolutionsyhich were adopted during the Hungarian
revolution. The only thing I do not understand is why the
Soviet Union did not comply with the resclutions.

I don't think there is any hope of effective United Hations
action in behalf of Hungery in the near future.
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XVII. KNOWLEDOE OF ATTITUDES TOWARD STELECTFFD PERSONALITIES.

A. It is a very difficunlt question to answer,but I think that
probably Fal Maleter is the greatest Hungarian today.

B, Imre Ragy is a very clever pglf politichan and statesman whe
was very popular in Hungery. But,one must not forget that,after
all,he too is only a Communiat.

I co not know much about Mydzenty as a peraon. I know sbout his
trial only and the sufferings he had teo undergo after his arrest.
I think he iz a honeat Hungarian.

Laszlo Rajk is e Commnist,just like the others.

Erno Oere is a dirty socoundral.

Kacar is just a dirty as Oero. I don't bBhink what he is doing
now Re is doing from conviction. He is a careerist. He is
t-l:r;uring and treating others In the seme way he had been tor-
turied.,

Gemeral Bela Hiraly seems to be a nice person. I do not know
much about him,

I find Anna Kathly alse agreeable. I do not lmow much about
her,either,

President Edsenhower iz very popular and sympettetic. He is &
good soldier,but as a stateman has net ashieved the same kind
of results.

Secretary-Ceneral Hammarakjold is not firm enough.

State Secrstary Dulles is probably deing all he can. Very likely
he could not have done more without risking war.

Ex-Prime Minister Eder i3 a great statesman,but his decision te
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invade te Egypt was very untimely.

Prosident Truman's foreign policy was abit too slow. Soviet
gl aspirations increased censiderably during his term of

of *iee,

My opiniengbf the last five dtatesmen have not chenzed basically
glnce my departure frm Hungery.

I do not know which fastion of the Sovist politburesu Mikoyan
belongs to.

I to not 1like Indian Prime Minister Nehru. He is filrting teo
miaoh with the Communists.

I co not know much sbout Generalissime Chiang k=i Bhelk,

#mwwe Ferenc Hagy was not a bad statesman, Had his plans £
succerded,lifs would have been much better in Hungary.

President Yoosevelt was an cutstending statesmsn,and had he

not died imnmedintely at the end of the var,post-war events
would have taken an entirely different course.

Chimeeller Adenhauer is & very sympathetio statesman.
Stelin was a dirty scoundrel,a blood thiraty tyrant.
Malenltov is an insignificant member of the pelitbursau.

I do not kmow much sbout Gefneralissimo Franco,but he cleared
vpein of the Cormunists,

Bevin is one of the leaders of the British Labor party, I do
net know mueh sbout him.

{#¥ Xhrushchev is the leest likable figure in the politbureau
mepbers teday. In reailty,be is continuing statin's line of
poelicy.

Molotev 15 a wery shady character,but he is a tnlemied diplomat.
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llenhauer iz one tf the leaders of the “oplal Democratic party
in West Germany.

Oy Churchill im the grestest statesman of our times,
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AV-II. ATTITUDES TOWARD EXILES AND EXILE ACTIVITIES

A, Refugees who left Hungery were either poeple who took part
in the demonstrations and fighting,and therefore hed tofear
retaliations,or they were pecple who long sgo wanted to go West.
They used this epportunity to leave the country when the Pgf
barder was open.

I think that the majority of the refugees are members of the
intelligentsia. Most of them are young pecple from fifteen to
thirty. They come mostly from Budspest and the Trans Damubian
dintrinh

The people miodesm who remained st home eithsr dared not risk
capture on the way to ¥M¢ S/ Austris,or remeinsd for femily
repgons. Some did not want to leave their property.

I em very s orry for the people who remained at home because
they did not have enough confidence to start 11fa anew.

Very many pecple who had the oppertunity to lesve Hungary chose
to stay nevertheless. Many of them could not decide what tofdoy
lesve everything behind and risk the uncertainty of getting to
hustris and starting 1life anww,or to stay home with their
porsecsions. Many could not come bacawmse they were too old or
hac. young children or old parents,

I think thet the pecple et home envy us,and are not mmgry at
us bocause we departed.

If everyone were allewsd to lesve Hunpary today,I think only
abcut 207 of the pecple there would leave Hunmgary.

B.While I was in Hungury I knew wery little about e:dle orgeni-
sations,but I knew many of the individusls who were hare in the
Wast. ‘mr:-ng the exdled politicians T lmew that many sere trying
to influence Western public opinion fevorably toward Hungary.
On the other hand,I also kmew that thers were pome mmong them
whe were only iximg trying to take personal advantage of their
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‘.ﬁi situation.

Uinee my arrival in the United States I have had po contact
vhatever with y exile crgmiszations o exile politicians.

I have heard the Hungerian ¥ational “enmittee menticned several
times.over Radio Fres Burgpe.at home. What I heard sbout the
Committee made a very favorable impression on me. Futher Bels
Varza is 1ts chairman.

I have heard about The Hungarian-American Federation only since
ny arrival in the U.5.

I heard about Bela Vargas at home. He was ons of the lsaders of
the Hungarian Small Heldors party. T have a very gocd opinien
of him,

e have Elready discussed Ferenc lagy.

At home I knmew the entire pelitical career of Thbar Eckhardt.
I have an excallent cpinion of him. He il is a good patrioct
and a very clever statesman.

I heerd about Paul Auer at home,but T do not know much about
him.

Charles Peyer received much abuse from the Cormunists at home.
He wae called a traitor of the working class. I am unsble to
form an opinion of him. -

Nikloa Kallay was the prime minister of Hungary before the
Gernang Mﬂ;ﬂf invasion, Frem the Jewish point of view,he
wasn 't bad.

Zoltan Pfeiffar was active in pelitics in 198 and 1947. He
had many fellowers in the 1948 electiens.

Iatvan Baronkovies was the leadsr of the Christisn Demoeratic
party snd was even mora popular than Pleiffer.

Bela Fablan 1s an old Social Demscrast end politicisn,
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Otto vom Hapsburg is a very unfortunste pretendsr to the
Hmngarien threne. I don't think he is very talented.

Horthy popular in Hungary until h
et The influence o Hitler. <

I think the exile politicians and organisations attempted to
inform the Western world of the true situation in Hungary.
They acheived some results and there was not mich more they
could have dons.

Durding the revolution I thought that the exile politicians
and organizationm in ihe West would influenceyd publis opinden
in favor of Hungary and sgianst the Soviet Unlon.

C. T have known several people who left Hungary after 19hS
anc later returned, They were mostly elderly peaple who were
hamesick and were unable to adjust themselves to 1life outaide

Hurgary.

The purpose of the Cowmnist redefection campaign was to
spread propaganda abroad and home. They wanted %o convince
the people at home that life outeside Hungary wes not as
roey aeg it sesmed Lo them and they wanted to convince the
Wegtern world that the life in Hungary was much better than
was generally believed,

Soe ef the persons who returned homs,as,for example,the
actor Antal Fager, roceived very advantaghous offers from
the Communist govermment to return., Yut,the people at home
were not misled and pitied those who were stugdid emough to
raturm.

D. The people at homs would most certainly like to lmow how
the refugees are faring in their new home-lands. I think that
all the exiles should do thedr best to adjust themsalves to
1ife bere in the shortest possible time.

T would 1ike to join an exile crganisation ,but only a eultural
ene. I have no specifie erzanination in mind. The purpose of
such an organisation should be to unite the refugeen. I would
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prefer to have Hungariana who had left Hungary much earlier
alwo join the organization. Their experience would be very
valuable tothe new refugees.

I dislikedthe Hungarisn Communist party before 1948,snd con-
siderod the Social Demccratic party much better. I sympsthized
mopt with the Mungarisn Small Helders perty,slthough the
Peasant party was also geod. The Bourgeols Demooratic party
did not have many followvers.

I do not kmow anything of the Hungarian politicsl parties in
exile,

During the reveolution I knew sbout the revival of the Hungarian
po.itical parties. I spproved of this because it seemed that
the revolution had already wen.

I think that the groups which went inte exile previously should
have returned to Hungary to participate in the revived parties.

E. I de not wish to return to Hungary.

My children imow Hungarian. I don't think they will forget
their language.



XAIX. AUDIENCE REACTION TO RADIO AND LEAFLETS,

A. While I wes in Hunpery I listensd regulmrly to broadeasts
of Radio Free BEurope,Volce of fmerica,the B.B.C.,and Radio
Paris. Sometimes I even listenod te the Hungarisn broadcasts
of the Turkish radio.

The Volee of Americs programs receptien waam the best. Their
relay stations were the meat powerful.

All of these broadeossts were jammed. The exbent to vhich
these programs were jammed varied. Once this one would be
janmed more,i#f then next the other.

I listened only to tho Hungarian broadcasts,but sometimes
aleo to the Cerman onus. Whensver I was in t I 1is-
tered to Bhem delly., "hen I was sway ¢n business tripas,I
was upable to listen o foreign radio breadeasts,but after
my return,l would be informed by my friends or ny family of
whet the redios had broadeasted during my absense. Ve
usvally discussed and evaluated foreign radio broadcasts
with friends.

I Jistendd to forelgn radlo broadcasts over my omn radio
in the company of my ramily. We did not have to tak= any
special precantions because we lived on the fifth floor
facing the sireet which was nolsy. However,if the doorbell
rarg,we always changad our program cn ths radio,

It was very Flffy risky to listen to foreign redioc broad-
casts,and even more dungerocus to talk about them wlth others.
Hore of my friends or relatives had been arrested bocmuse

of listening to forelyn radio broadcasts. Hut,I read in

the newspapers sccounts of many people being sentensed for
relating what they had heard over the radio. I don't think
this danger deterrved many feople from listaning te forelgn
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breadcasts, It was mopt dangerous from 1949 to 1953. After
1953 people listened fo forelgn radio brosdcasts more cpenly,
and just bafere the revolution no one aesmed to care whether
others knew that he wae listening te foreign broadessts or
not.

I considered these broadcasts very useful and necescary. They
vers indispenssble 1/ fif if ore wented to be well informed.

I prefsrred the Velce of America pregrams bacause the

hour program consisted entirely of news. The half hour progrem
onsisted almost entirely of news with very valuable commentery.
e British quarter henr and half hour programs were also very

compact,consisting of news and commentariles.

The Radio Free Furcpe programs gave only ten mirutes of news
and after that the progranm Emainteﬂ of jokes,jazz music,and
enti-Communist propagenda. Thege,to us,were less interesting
whea one was listening intently for news,and had FJ'timﬂtr
in catching the progrems becanse of the jamming, ‘hen,cne
did not want to hear jokes.

In general the foreipgn radio broadensts were asourate. Thelr
accurasy could bes determined by subzoquent events.

These programs wore very vseful in as much as they kept up the
#¥4 spirit and hope of the peopls at home. During the revolution
ths foreign radio programs;especially Radip Free Furope,almost
led the revelution. The radio would cdvice tha Freedom ilghtara
to de this or that or demand this or that. And the Freedon
Fighters ususlly follcwed the advice.

I parsonally have never heard Hadio Free Enrope promise
mllltery assistance te the Hungarien Froedem Pighters during
the revolutien.

Ithink that Radlo Free ESurope should contimme ite broadcasts

te Hungary. The peocpls st homs wemt to be infermed asbout
political events. But,the program should consist = almost
expiusively of straight political and economic news,Commentaries
are also valuable,but jolkes,jacs music,and anti-Communist
propaganda should be excludsd.
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3, I have never heard of the sbbreviation N.E.H. ,nor about
the twelve demands.

Baw
C. INfYe/dddd Badio Free Furope leaflets enly once.during
the revolutien, I received the lesflet from & fydandd, and
I pessed 1t on to others. I contained news and comentariss,
Previcusly I heard that Radlo Free Earope lesaflets mdloted
Hft but I wae unable to soquire sny, T heard about them
from my friends,

I talnk it wes more dengerous teo pick up,keep,or pars on
Fre: Eurcpe leaflets then to listen to foreign radic broad-
cagls. However,I do not think that the danger involved de-
terred many pecple from pleking up such lesflets skecping
then,or passing them on,or talking about them. I have not
notlced any change in the punishment of such smeta,

I think that the Free Purope leaflets are very useful and

valuable, They serve to spread information and represent
4 more direct contect with the Western world than Badio
brondeasts.

Both before and during the revelution leaflets droppad into
Hhingary had a very favorable effect.

I think Radio Fres Burope @WdYd{ should continus to drop
leaflets into Hungary. These laaflets are necessary to
ksep up the hope and spérit of the people at hema.

These leaflets should centain, first of all,information

concerning the developements at home in Hunggry,and ghroad
as well. But,they should not inspire hopea which can naver
be fulfilled.

. e — N .

D. I think that the primary purpese of all Western erganizaticns
broadcasting or sending leaflets inte Huingary is to epreed in-
formation, I em not awvere of any difference in their metives,
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AY¥,. CHILD REARING AND DISCIPLINE

L. I think that children should be taught to study diligently,
and to feel responsibility., They should be brought up to be
henest end respectful. Patriotisn is also deslrabla,but franidy,
I do not have a streng sense of patriotism.

I think it is important to diseipline children.but I do not
approve of physical punishment. Regarding diseipline, ki
ka nocamdy frebsyshesti boys should be dealt with more firmly
than girls, Oirls are meore sensitive, As the child grows
elder disciplining should be replaced by the dovelopment

of the child's reason. At that age there are many other
forms of punishment which are mere painful to the child
than corporal punishrent or scolding.

It is hard for me to recall any one cass in whieh I was
punished., I was an execeptionally geed child, I had lest
by parents at & very early age snd was reared by v grand-
parents. I behaved even in school. I do not remember ever

haviing bean punished,

In the families that I lmow,the children six years cld or
elder are usually punished by the mother. Neither sex,nor
ags nor social elass of the Tamily have any influence on
which parent punishes the child at hone,

I de not know of any changes in this rpspect dvring the
past ten years.

Physical punishment for boys is uwsuslly sbandoned £t the
ag3 of fourteen. Punishment for girls is abandoned some-
what sarlier,although I slapped my danghter when she was
filteen, Punishment in general ias abolished for both boys
and glrls usually at tho age of eighteen. I ds not know
of sy differences in this resgect according te socisl
class,

Under Communism parents are probably mere #£#{ irritable
and nervous. For this reason physical punishment probably

o e e e B
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is more frequent, I do not know of any change 1n the kind
of punishment or at the age at which 1t is abandomed,

Uncer Communism physicsl punishment had besn sbolished in
schools. Instsad the children are probably punished by
making them stay alter classzes.

The characterfffifd tralts wiioch I walue most in a friend
are loyalty and reliability. And alse unselfishness. |

I think that under Communism many friendships ceased or |
turned inteo merely scrquaintanceships.
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