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Interviewers Impressions of the Subject
Backgraound £s of the upper middle class. Respondent
recelved a very good waucuiion, Father's income assured the

family a comfortable and easy life. Due to father's interest
and occupation,( he was the editor-in rhief of one of the
largest Cathelic newspapers in Hungary and active in

politics ), subject at an early age became very interested
in politics.

she 1is Extramelg intelligent, an ardent patriot; but very mech
biased, and unable yet to apprezise her own and her

countries present problems. 5She looks upon every_zhing

from a very personal angle, and is therefore narrow=

minded regarding many points.

1 do not think that she will adjust well and easily, as
she is full of prejudice and does not want to conform
elther, for that matter. She is uaable yet to see the
good sides of living here and sees only the bad ones

as cnmparﬁg to her own standard and too high expectations.

The fall of the Hungarian revalution has effected h;Fjary
deeply, and she finds that ths whole worlid has let her
country shamafully. She is a cynical, bitter, and

very disillo:Zoned young woman,

I believe that when quite young, she was a great idealist,
builthe events in HUngary have brought about a crusl break in
her genf%iﬁphiﬁnsuphy.




II, MAJOR SALTENTS AND WARM-UP QUESTIONS

"There are two things I would like to polnt out

that the Smerican people ought to know about evenis

in Hungary, in the Fall of ??ﬁﬁ=

The first is that Radio Free Europe even in Decembez

was still encoutaging the Bungarian Freedom Fighters

and as & matter of fact on the 12th of December 1

still remember hearing it; and holding out high hopess for
halp from the West which I found thoroughly irresponsible.

The second thing &t which I was & ppalled was the article
of Life Magazine about the Hunﬁarian regolution, and
especially the part of it in which they at great length
wrote and discussed the incident with that AVH officer,
Euttlng it as if he were a "victim" of the r»evolution.

would like te point out that this man :artainl{ was
not @ victim. He was only judged by the rightiu
wrath of the people.




A, "ON the 22nd I had no notion whatsoever what was

going to happen in Budapest, 1 lived outside the

town and we did not hear & thing about it. On thes

23xd of October, I went to my office as usual. The

office was situated in the middle of the town. About

ten o'clock 1 called somebody by phone in another office,
. but couldn't get hold of anybody and was told that the

pecple are out to demonstrate,

o 1 left my office also and went to see my husband whose
office is In the 7th districy of Budapast.yﬂn hoﬁh waTt to the
around twalve

ner of the Great Boulevard at Rakoczi W
igirg . By that time weﬂgﬁw the twelve points of the

University students pasted all over the streets and the
welés of the houses. We then returned to my husbands
office agailn and picked up a few of his friends in the
office and fif teen of us crowded into two taxis and
rushed doex to the Bem =tatue, Here the crowd was

not yet very dense and we heard several young

people recite parriotic verses and dlso singing,

and people were wmedik waiting for the other dsmonstrators
to turn up who came from ths Petofi statue,

Evaghady had been wearing red white and green SOtHADES
in their buttonhcles distributed free by a haberdasher
nearby. The crowd grew every minute. People aand and tha
were reciting and shouting their different slogans.

I rushed back to my office to pick up some more people, and
I got hold of ten co-workers then, and all of us went back
again to the Bem statue.

By that time the square was so full that you could hard%;ﬁﬁ
]

drop a nickel. We startad shouting a e military

barracks on the square agd—ateo ersJwho were looking
'aﬁabwﬂﬂ‘lﬁuut on the crowds, \REd the windows of the bafracks

ant with the Hugariangd flag,Ffhois fln. The VAAd T

soldiers there shouted down that they were not allowed
to come out, but nevertheless, the Hungarian filag
without the hated Russian insignia was hoisted very soon.

- They tore off the Soviet insignia from their unifoxms,
and threw them down into the street., The crowd then

surged back to the Parliament: we walked; e others téok
v trucks, About seven wfxmz o0'clock, Petergl Veres tried to

talk to us, but he was booed at., Then Imre Nagy also
began his speech, "Dear Comrades" and was huueq;r%ﬂ:

I had to leave the Parliamant Sguare very soen, however,
because I had wanted to go home and I knew that it

. would be wvery difficyﬂ to get any kind of transpertation,
seeing the crowd and the excitement in the city. I

only heard @t thne {Ime ythat I l=ft ®kat the crowd wanted to
go to the Radio Building;~ When I arrived home, I heard Gero'g
speech on the radio.
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"While it is very difficult to describe how 1 felt

and how everybody felt atthe time that we started

to demonstrate, &here was a gensral feeling that all
Hungarians Wek¥ “Unitsd 3 I was terribly hagpy to see
the Hugarian fi:ﬂ being hoisted sgain, and felt

somehow very much elated to be free at last, and I
believe that everybody else felt likewise. when for

instance I went back office to pick uE other ,Uh-
friends, to join the nd I went by the team U DCMoucp 40
streetcar, strangers whom I never had seen before were Vv

embrac me and hugoing me onlv because I was wearing

a8 red, white, and green cockacde. Howevar, after 1

heard the speech by Gero, I wes scared, I knew that
varz strong retor€ions are coming up. To be quite frank,
that very evening ady, I did not even hope for those
few d3ys of\fraa/Hingary, and I only was expecting that
something awful would ba the result of all this,

We wanted a complete change in the overnment, We wanted
that Prime MInister Imre Nagy be reinstalled as the
leader d the Hungarian government. And on the whols everybody
wanted tlst the twelve points of the University students
be complied with. Wwe mailnly wanted that the Russian
Axmy leave Hungary immediately add the old Kossuth
Cogt~ of - arms and the Hungarian flag be restored.
That the Hungarian army and peclice be given new uniforms.
Lhﬁt the uranium mines become the property of the nation.

80 on.

I am sure that st that time we would have accepted

abaut half of our demands had the government complied

with them. Becsuse we were firmly conwinced that 46~ ¥»D

Nagy returned as the head of tae gavernment, the

fact itself would give an assurance that ke his
pelicies as started in 1953, would be carried out

and a steady and slow improvement in the situation

in Hungary wauld be fo coming, I pqigﬁnally was

convinced of this only to_the pointVof Gero's speech ”1n4u¢5

Ever the raddéo, After :Rat I knew that everything was
pst, "

"As'tn who did take part in the demonstrations, and who
did not it is very difficult to say at all, because
1 have seem small children, schoo children, teenagers,
oung people, students, old people. I have seen workers,
Inte lectuals, policemen, even soldiers. I think that
all soclal classes and all aie groups were represented.
Surely the only people who did not take part the
demonstrations were the Communists. "

Il Regarding the organization of the demonstrations, I
only know that the University students have edited the
twelve polnts and they wantedto conduct a peaceful
demonstration of the 23rd, But otherwise the whole
demonstration was completely spontaneous, and the people just
joined in as the students marched through the streets,?

"I am pretty sure that hed the gavernment let the ehis

o
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students read their points ower the radic, and had Gero not
spoken in the way $haé®he did, and finally had the
AVH militiad not opened fare against a defenseless "
. crowd, the whole bloodshed could have been avoided.

“M‘_f husband teld that for instance & whole detachment

of policemen who were ordered to restore order and

arrived without arms in front of the Radle Building,

the moment ¥t they saw the AVH fire they returned

with trucks to the barracks and the arms factorg

and returned then with the young stmdénts and
3 fought with them, The night of the 23rd, between
11 and 12, at the Calvlin Square, everybody who wanted, p
could have picked up arms. They were distributed there/

y The revolutionary slogans such as Freedom Fighter and
the rest, came up nnl¥ after the 24th, As a matter of
fact I heard it only for the first time on the 25th,

As far as I cam remember. As to who fought and who
did not, all I can say, that anybody who was able to
gat hold of some sort of an arm was doing so. I

ave seen children nine years old, and I also have seen
old men of 70, boys and girls. I think that only thosa
did not fifght who for some reason of other were
scared to leoe thelr jobs. But I am sure that even
those were fightin¥ with us by giméng us encouragemant.
After all you can fight without weapond also by the
way you conduct yourself and how you encourage other
people J! ==

S 2

M The Freedom Fighters waLe né% nrgagazad aither, un-
fortunately. They were small groups, who after the
24th elected thelr own leaders; and theie wers some
who became leaders who were formern officers or soldlers.
I have heard of Col, Maleter who was in the Kilian
barracks, and 2lso an old former army sargeant called
Uncle Szabo, who was fighting at the Széhater Buda. "

" On November the 10th, this old man together with his whols &
famlily was arrested by the AVH. ™

h slso I know of a group taht fought in the castle up in the
Buda hills and 1 Bve mamyx heard that many Chinese
and Korean students fought side by side with the the
Hungarian students. They weras also many Red Cross

- nurses among the Korean student girls. Later in Viennal
I met one of those Korean students who fled Hungary."
. I Even til the middle of December we were hoping tdt

something would be done and that we would recelive help,
That's wl?ly we Gtaye d so leng in Hungary and left onlwy
on the 24th of December, Also don't forget that for twelve
long years we have heard only this on the radio: 'If you
. gtart to do something by your own forces and you start

to show that you are against the Russian regime, we are
going to help.' For instance on Novembexr the 5th,
Radio Free Europe again promised that UN troops would be sent
to Hungazy. W
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f'WE were fully aware that it was not Prime Minister
Nagy who asked foxr Russian help on Octéber 24+th,
Bacause hejas wéll as evervbody else)knew that the
troops ataiinnad in Hungary were unreliable, as it
has been proved, By November 3, when thé)Hussian
troops were called in, Nagy was llrﬂadx a prisoner
0Ff"AVH. And it was Gero who did the dirty job.
On the othar hand, we also heard that the so-callad
Szolnok i:ﬂrnmant headed by Kadaxr, is responsibls for
calling the Russian troops.

On November 3, there was a Erasn conference in the
Parliament building at which the Russians informed

tle Hungarian gewernment ¢hsté what were the conditions
of withdrawal, 18y 8 0 _have/staged/a public
demonstratlion(for their withdrawal, complete with
flowers and flags and crowds, Then they wanted

tght the Hungarian nation repair the Russian

menuments which had been damaged during the revolution.
They wanted tlat Hungary recompense them for all military
damages, and last but not least #ah¢ Hungary continue
to be alSoclallist Statel! Col. Maleter left for further
discussions on November 3 at 11 o'clock, He was the
head of the milltary deputation, but he was captured as
is well known now, and never returned.'l

C."The days between the time of the Soviet withdrawal

and the time of the reinvasion, I spent in office,
Enwava:b dé didn't do very much real work there,

eople were indulging in politics, we formed our revolutionary
council and fired our Communist manager. At that time

1 moved in to live with my sister who lived in Buda
because my husband had disappesared from the 25th of October
Hexembmxm, and he returned only on the 4th of November,
As 1 found out later, he was in the AVH prison for three
days and when he managed to escapef he joined

the revolution and the National Guard,!

At first we believed tkat the Russians were retreating
indeed. However, on November 2, the radio from Vienna
gave the news that new Russian troops had arrived in
Hungary. The government then asked the Russians
what all this means, The answer th this wasglthat

they only wanted to safequard their withdraw ng

troops. I saw the first returning Russian troops

on November 4th, By that time we had heard and known

that their must have been some treason and General

Kiraly was surrounded by tralitors. He was the

commander in charge of the town and even he didn't

know that the Russians were returning. The Hungaxzian

army was completely unprepared., For instance,Vthe one oF Th
tankew- unitSwas captured in the barracks in their

sleep. So we are rather sure that some planted

agent must have been in General Kirsly's surroundings.

After the Red army had returned, I again went back
to my office, but here again we nefer worked very
hard. W%Eflﬁ meetings; we again dismissed our
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Communist manager. I also participated in the
demonstration of the women on December-ihe 2nd, i
. when we laid flowers on the unknownFsoldiers grave in YHumcan pu/
Budapest. We marched among the row of Russian
soldiers in a silent march and put our flowers and
wreathes on the monumentd.

After December 10, when we had seen that all hope was
lost, and since we had known the Russians too well, and
last but not least, because my husband and myself took

b &n active part in the ravnlutlnn, and on the 19 thf€ the
new order of the government that everybody who had
taken part in the revolution is going to be turned over
or looked up, all this was instrumental in planning omr
escape,

We started on the 17th of December, but were captured

by the Russians two and one~half miles from the Hungarian
border. There were four of us, my husband and another
young couple, and we were carrying many revelutionary
pamphlets and also fillms. When we were captured the

four of us chewed up this material and swallowed it.

We were handed omer to ‘the Hungarians, herded together,
and in due time, taken to Gyor and there on to Budapest.

You might be interested to know that we were put on
buses at ETur which carried a big sign "Repatriation
Committes.' So this is how thay were using us for
Eru;uganda purposes. Back in Budspest they gave us

ack our papers and let us go., On the 23rd of December,
we again started and arrived after three days of
marching o on December 27th on the Austrian border.

I do hot think that Hungary on the whole had won
anything for herself by the October Revolution: and

also I am conwinced tha t everybody has lost the
illusions they ever had about the Wast and Western help.
On the other hand, Hungary has proved to the other part
of the world that the Hungarian nation will not bm take
up Communism ever.
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IV. EXPECTATIONS OF HELP FROM THE WEST DUt

While certainly we did expsct a great deal from the West,
the least we could expect was that the UN sanctions would be
enforced and that UN forces would be sent to Hungary

until free elactions can be held.

B. Our expectations were formed on the basis of the
Western radio emissions during the twelve long years
of oppression.

C. I did not meet any foreigners between October Z3nd
and the time of our escape.
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V. SOCIAL CLASS STRUCTURES AND ATTITUDES

A, Mzafathar Was a newspaper man and editor-in chief
of the larg#st Hungarian Catholic newspaper, His
income ass us g very good life. and we were 2
family of « We had the best of education, we

could keep servants and there was never any mohey
problem in the family.

In 1945 my father was arrested by the Communists and
my mothr supperted herself and us by opening a
boarding house. Myself, I was fifteen at that time,
and I served as a maid for her. I also tutored
children in my school and after graduatian I started
to work, My fafer had no other assets, neither did
m{ mother, Father was a high school graduate; he

also hasl a University degree in Law and State sciences, he
also had his Bar examination. MT mother a gradaate of
the Sacre Coeur School, had a Un versity degree for
teaching German, Franﬂﬁ and English.

B. Regarding the social classes in Hungary, respondant

was at faérst very reluctant to classify such. To her

mind there are no such thing anymore in Hungary,

because as she said, there are only two different

ea: classes, one in the Party functionaries, and the AVH, and the
other, is all other Hungarians, But then finally she stated
that she would put it this way: ” There is the so~-called
educated class, and the uneducated caass. Among the
educated ones, she would classify the intellectuals who

had a c?rtnin education, but regardless of their ciass
origin, " The uneducated onss are those-she thaught —

who did not want to learn or who were unableto.

And again these she thought to be of all social classes.

While in deportation, and doing physical work, respondent
had contact with each of thaese groups. She worked for
masons, she worked for peasants. and she was together
with these a great deal. As %o her opinlon and attitude
toward the different groups, respondent thought that

the peasantry, whether the richer o poorsxr peasants,
wepe the backbone of the nation. Then the industrizl
workers, and only last come the intellectual chass,

She herself does believe that she belongs to ths
intellectuals.,

In explaining the above, respondent said that the Hungarian
peasant caulg not be broken by the Communists except

with the greatest force and brutality. Then there

were very fefw real Communists among the industrial workers,
Those who did join the party were rather deins so for the
sake of their Jobs. The intellectual class due to the

fact that they had a bad political past in the eyes of

the Communist regime, very often complied to the wishes

of the regime, and at least outwardly professed to




A

be Communists. They were fearing for their joh[s.

"In the strict sense of the word, howsver, there was

no one in Hungry who was a Communist., Even those who werse i
ldealists were against the Muscovite regime as it enforced

Enmmunismnin Hungary. I am thinking for instance of Rajk.
and Tito,

When asked which eai class was hardest hit by Communism
respondent said that anybody that had something or

possessed something or whoever had bedn somebody befors the
war had suffered under the Communist rule. In anr

mind, this referred to all classes., The only difference she
thought was that the so~called middle-class Kad to

climb down to a greater extent than a worker and a
peasant.,

C. Regarding how the different classes felt about each
other, respondent held the view that the workers in the
beginning thofdught that the intellectuals were communists
and visa versa. On the other hand everybody knew that

waene—in the peasants, there are no Communists.

E. On the chances in Communist Hungary for an individual
te get ahead, respondent sald that the most important
role wae that of social ozisdn, class origin, then

came political views, and last came only talent,

On changes in soclial mobility, respondent sald that
the situation was somewhat better between 1945 and
1946, and again after '53, which of eourse was the

effedt of the New Eourse.

About the kind of individuals that could get ahead

in Communist Hungary, respondent said that there

were certain classes for instance artists, where it

gidgat matter 1f hE was 2 ;%aiﬁﬁ alien gf not. 1
urthermore, experts, an ay were top experts,
and not aaﬁilz replachble, alinjiﬁg Communist regime V Tepn

disregarded their class origin, For an average pexson

however, it was very important that he attended the
seminaries, that he beceme a party membe;; and be

on good terms with the Party secretaty., WNevertheless,
the work which was asked from a worker must also be

preformed wéll,
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VI. LY LIF D Vil

A, I am very sure that Communism has had an effect on
family life in Hungary in genesral, because the Communist
refiime did its utmost to brealk up famlly 1ife., Nobody

had very much time to spend his or her time with the
family, and Athis was truje =sspeclally up to 1953,

The regime tried to take the individuals time and there-
fore a normal family Life can_not be lived, Nevertheless,
the Hungarian fmiﬁus always found theFE=ways &nd

means to educate their children, especially in cases where
there was a grandmother or an gunt who took cars of the
children when the parents had to work. So of course the
children grew up under the influence o the "old generation”
and this "old generation" was the one which tri

its best to counterbalance Communist influence.

B. The methods of the Communist regime regarding the
1IIb:inging up of children in Hungary is as follows:
'Thay take the small tot from the parents who wrk,

who are thus obliged to put them in the so=called

nursery or kindergarten. Also after school, they

have their dag schools, Thus the regime does its best

to take the childten out and away from the family circle, |

As soon as a exh child is able to speak in the kindergarten
grade, they are heinE taught Russizn fairy tales, and

they are constantly being told that cemfabf Rakosi,

and Stalin are the benefactors of &l ngarian students.
Of course, it was up to the leader and the teacher of

those kindergartens, to which extent the indoctrination

of the children went., It very dften happaned that

these people wepe extremel§ courageous and did not

teach the children they were supposed to teach by the
regime. However, the moehnt they had a few children

of the Party secratary's Ur other party functionaries,
among them, they teacher had to be very careful what

she dikd did and how she went about it. In high sghools
then, the children are taught very little of Hungarian
histee history, literature or gaagraphy. But on the

other hand, they-ha- thete heads were crammed wiith

an amazing amount of Russian material: literature, history,
political science, economics, etc.

1 feel that these changes have occured,” thet is—the—
1£_thay did occur; because the children werei
left on their own for a very long time. Due to this,
children became more independent and more so to say
modern and up-to~date with the facts of life, Also
thev were more mature and better informed politically.
In fact it was the Communist regime which told us ©o
think in political terms and to open our minds in this
field. i11dren became more mature, and at an earlier
age and could judge the conirast and the controversy
between school and home. I do not think there was
a great break in any child’s mind er mentality
regarding this problem because as I judge from
myself, we knew perfectly well what we could say

or tell about our life at schodl and about what
iva had A lroan mim
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The children of course led a dual klfe, and unfortunately |

the child had to learn that thers are certain situations |

. when it had to lie. I only think that there had been |
One great damage done the children in Hungary and that |

I

is that the children at home had lost their illusions
altogsther,

I

1 believe that the changes wers the greatest in ths |

intellectual class or so-eslede called middle- class,
especially if we compare it to conditions that wers

- gﬁuvailing before t¢has the war, The changes mainly occured

the field of morals beczuse these became very loose.

Children started to work at an early age, They became

- independent, they went whenever and whereever they wanted
and were subjected to a grest many temptations.
However, in our family we could not experlence such |

2 change because our parents were extremely strict with
us,

It was very difficult to lead a geed marital life,

neverthelessd, I'm convinced that anyone who really

wanted could do so. As I have no fr ends among the |
young people of the other social clésses, I really !
can not give any opinion whether and how married |

life and sexusl life of others was effected during
the regime,

Fiw Prostitution was prohibited in Hunga:I under the
Communlst regime, but of course it was st 11 fldurishingy
unnfficiallz. Regarding the government's attitude

toward morale, the main difference kiss in this;

the Communiét morale is something quite different

than religious morals and therefore it can not be
compared at all, The Communists maintain that everyone

is free to do what ha wants and theey have no mora
inhibitions at all,

D, I am sure taht Comnunism has greatly improved friandship,
if that friendship was a geal and true one, Becauss
friends were more willing to help esach other,

If I knew why a friend of mine for instance had joined the
Party and he or she had very good reaasons to do so0,
I de~me® wouldn't have blamed her. It would have been

3 a different case if he or she had joined the AVH, but
that never happerded to me, and thersfore I thedm think to
a certain extent you can't continue a friendship

. keeping pokitics out of it.

E. Regarding crime, alcoholism, and on, since the
Hungein Huagazdan Communist regimé®haver’ gave much

ublicity %o 1T, I really do not know what extent it

Eas increased or not. I anlI know that there were a

. great many reformatory schools and boarding schools to which

8 great many children have been asignad. The government,
however, never admitted that this was a Eraat problem of
theirs. As to alcoholism, I know that this drinking

has terribly increasad in Hungary and even women drank
a great deal of stiff liquox,
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As far as juvenile delinquency is comcerned, this was |
kept ocut of the papers also, but it was generally |
known that it has increased qreatly, There were many

. young girls especially, between thirtesn and sisteen

who became prostitutes and then were sent later on

to those reformatory schools, Then juvenile deliquency

increased especially among the young aprentices, which

were put in aprentice colleges without any kind of

supervision and who worked for very low weges, Awcording

to their schedule, they had to _attend schoold for three

days, and they had to work inVERe=fiz2d the other thrase V' v THE N

days of the week. Here, thsy were paid very low wages, Y ~viomac

and then this led to juvenile delinguency. I am 2l

prétty sure tht juvenile delinquents wer® to be

found in all social caasses.

I do not believe that the hoollgan is meesaz necessarily
@ crimingl, but he 1is often one.

The parents of course are in a very difficult situation
for they to do something against it, but on the other
hand thay re are no means for that. Even if they

would like to put their children in & reformatory

school,; they k twice about it, because it is generally

known that at those places the childran are indoctrinated

Eﬂliticall agadny also. ALl that a parent can do is to
eep the child busy after schoél hours and do his or her

best to counterbalance the Communist influence,
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VII. RELIGION

m”l do believe that Communist rule has an effect on
religious life in Hungary, to the effect that the religious
life and fedling of tha individual has been strenghtenad.
Even though religious instruction was prohibited in the
schools, the family religion really meant something.

For instance I would like to mention the fact that those

few schools which were allowed to be led by priests

and nuns were always overcrowded and only onwetenth

of the applicants oauld be admitted, there was such a

rush for them. I know of a school in Esztergom.

at Gzentendre, in Pannonhalma and also in Budapest j
and Debrecen where priests and nuns were allowed to teach. '

I believe that all religions were equally hard~hit by

Communism. Only maybe the leaders o7f the Protestant

religion did gdgive in to a certain extent and could

conform better to the Communist demands which could

not be sald for the Roman Catholic clergz* Nevartheless,

there were many among the Protestant Bishopp, for instance

Bishop Ravasz or Ordas who stood up agalnst the Hungarian com mumsy
regime, On the whole I would like to point out that

there wasn't a great difference of opinion among the

different religions in Hungm because mersma—mﬂrm:ﬂh
so—to—says EBveryone was mainly and primarilr Hungarian,

and relliglion cane alwags second, There wasn't such

& big rift among the churches Hungary as-JI-—eee tha t\v/

there is sometime in the United States./ I think thatT =5 man as Arag
the Jewish religion was just as much oppressed as ARL e 7y 4,
any other religfion under the Communist regime, || 04 ¢

B, "The role that religion plays in my life is an
important one, I belisve it In about the same as
it has been in the life of my parents,

Shereqularly attended religious sexvices as much as
possible and as much as she could spiare time for 1it;
but here she made a rather bitter remark: she sald
that if she is doing to stasy long in the United

States, she does not believe that she will eontinue

to attend religious services, because she did not like
the attitude of ths priests here in the United States,
She thdought that they really do not care very much for
the soul of their people; and the rsason for this

she thinks, is because the clergy on the whole in the
Western world do not have the expezinee expeoriaence that
the :1eriy had behind the Iron Curtain, To herd

mind yeligion and the clergy mean two different things.

C. On her views.regarding the functlons of the Churches

in Society, respondent emprseaws expressed her view that
churches should be completely independent fron the states.
The churches should only care for the soul of their

pg?plﬁ and they should less concerned with worldly
arfairs,

Hespondent believed that ths role of churches in
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aducation should be a primary one and a very important one.
They should be allowed to take +this field into

their hands. On the other hand she cdid not approve

of the churchf’s interference or satting of standards

for such things as movies, plays, and boocks etc.

Regarding whether or not the churches should take

an active role politically in an independent Hungary,
respondent had an 1ntaraatin2 point., She was of the
view that in the very beginning after a liberation

has been achleved, the churches should take an

actlive part In politics because the leaders of the
churches are the oniy people who would be accepted

as leaders by all social ckasses. Later on, however,
when the political situation has been strenghtensd

and imgruvad. the clergy should withdraw from the fleld
of pokitics and hand it over completely to those who
are destined to lead the country. Then the clergy shoul d
go back to their original field, that is to cara for
the souls of their people.

E. Respondent had the view that the Jewish religlon
also has been hurt by Communism., For instance the
really religlous Jews, who attended religious services
regularly and lived a religdous life, were not

allowed to do so.

"After 1945 when the Jewish minority wa & mostly
exterminated in the concentration camps, those

who returned from these camps of course were full

of resentments asgainst all soclal edéesw classes.

It was rather a sentiment of vengeance than conviction
that made the Jews join the Communsit party. And this
is probably the explanation why so many Jews foined

the Communist Party in the Beginning after the war./]

It is also very true that the lesaders of the Communis
Party and the people who had a lesading role in the AVH
and other political police or military police branches,
furthermoremore all Party Secretarys, and the heads

of the personmel offices and section chiefs, weme
mostly Jews. The reason for this respondent bellieves
bs that the Jewish people on the whole always liked

to live well, sc they did this for meterlal gains.

As 8 curiosity respondent mentioned that it was quite
odd to see that the greatest part of these Jewish
functionaries ard people who were in top positions,
positils due to theixr Earty membexrship Rad all
relatives abroac, mostly in America and they

were recelveng & great many packages and material
help from the so=-called"capltalists"and'impsrialists!

Respondent belleves that the attitudes of the Jews

did undergo changes aspeclially when after a couple of years
the social backcround of evenf the Jews was investigated.
But the Jews on the whole very seldom left the Part

a7 k@ mostly because they wanted to keep their jazs.

PR c—"g— e EEEEEET SN T ESSamm— e
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As to the attitudes and actions of the Jews durlng the
revolution, respondent was of the belief tlat the decent
Jewish people behaved like everybody alse durin

the revolution and the f%ﬂhting, On the other hand,
respondent thought that the Jaows might be afraid of an
independent Hungary that 1is afraid of retalliation
aﬁainat thelr ckass because there were so many Jews

who were Party members and members of the police, the AVH.
Therefore, hatred against the Jews might be justified.
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VIII, THE HUNCARIAN YOUTH

A, "When people say the Hungarian youth, I think khat
anyona who is under forty and feels young enough can
be classified as such, "

B, It is very true that the Hungarian youth took the
lead in the revolution and I whnlahaartidlﬁ agree with
that. Six months befores the revolution, the youth in
the Unlversities had begun to voice diapproval; they
wished for a change,

The Petofl cirlce was started by a Ernnp'uf Universlity
students and it became only later the meeting place of
authors and writers and the elder intellectual generation.
The role of the youth was predominant during the
demonstrations and also during the fighting,

The reason why the young people ook the lead rather

than the old people was because they had a belief

in something. The older generation on the side

of the young people, but they also feared for their
lives. On the other hand, we the young pesople had

quite other ideas about [WkEld shqud happen after |~ wHnT
the revolutlon than what ths old people held, for

there was a great deal of cuntruvers{ between these

two generatlions, but only regarding to the issue.

C. Hefarrin? to school and educational systems in
Hungary during the last ten years, thé&Swomen had

the following to say:

On the whole) education in Hungary under the Communist
regime is es®ata certainly a very slanted one. The
mn?nrity of the teachers and professors, however,

are of the old school, and this refers especially to
professors of the Universities, The material children
have to learn at school is tremendous, and a great

deal of their time is taken up by the political
sciences, Then all subjects are infiltrated with
Russian propoganda. I believe that mathematics is the
only subject which had beeb kept free frop politics,
The vocational choice is extremely restricted, and this
begins evenf in the high schools. We had to attend
colleges and unlversities where we were sent to, not
where we wantsd to go, And this refers also to the
high schools which were divided into the so~called
vocational high schools,

There was a tima when the regime wanted the children
of workers and peasants to Jjoirllin gresat numbess
e t85.) S0 these children were admitted wilthout the
I50ry knowledge and without havéng the proper
backgraund for a University education. ' And of course in
the long run this system did not work at all and

had many draw_backs,

'fﬁe prnfas;;;Elﬁﬂllti:ally were wewd reliable. Mostly
of the old school, but there were a fe%fespecially those
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who lectured on political science, Marxism and Leninism,
these—were the younger ones and thef were indoctrinated.
The competency of the univarsity professors was extremely
good especially of those who were of the old school.

E. On the indoctrination of youth in Communist Hungary,

responddnt saidj

“The Communiéts did indeed spend a great deal of

effort and money on the indoctrination of the youny

people. For instancem the Pioneer and DIS programs,

Then the recreation programs for the young workers eic.

djd cost a great amount of money. They were all out

to influence and to rope in the ynu:ga: ganeration.

However, they failed to indoctrinate the young pesople becaus=a
he Communists always preached how wonderful

life is under Communism and everything is fine and

daddy. However, what tha young people saw at home,

at school and in life, was exactly the contrary. Their

parents had to work at night and still could earn ohl

enough for the bare necessities of life. I do not think

that young people did;@Rcept Communism, at least bot
our kind of people. ,!2%
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he main dissatisfaction in Communist Hungary was

the inadequate income which never covered our expenses
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X, IHE ECONOMIG LIEE

A, On the standard of living of her family, respondent
said:

"The standard of living of our family and our kind of

people has shown & dacreasin? tendancy during the last
ten years. Food was extremely expensive and so was
clothing and housin e of thamajor headaches of
everxhngy. Tha prices for the ce~tenancies were
terrific and no one had an adequate income to care

for all the three major nscessities., The greatest
Juxury that I fnnsidEred was to have a nice and

long vacation.

Due to our shortage of monae I=thdnk that food, clothing
and housing all the three caused us difficulty. The
living stendard was at its lowest possible most of the
time. We missed our peace and security mainly and

also that an adequate lncome.

The changes in thﬁ%iving standard were not very great,
It was &t its worst betwaen 1951 and 1952 and 31t was
still quite good in 1948 and it had improved somewhat
before the revolution in 1956.

Families that were better off than any, others were
mostly those of the well-known duttarﬁ-#’ engineers for
instance, these had a very good salary and also they
could have a prlvate practise, therefore they earned
more than anyiaverage Hungarian.

‘ﬂg;he extremely low living standard of the Hungarians
during the last eight years, I hold the unpinit:ttln-

of=dlpe Soviet Union respnnaihla. The country was
exploited to the utmost extent ecemomically and
the cost of living increased due to this fact.

B. On subjects income in Hungary duxing the last sight years,
she could give the following Information:
In 1956 when she was wérking for the patent office,
she held a part time job only and received 900 forints
for that. Of this four per cant were deducted for
& tax because she had no children, then threes per cent
for old age insurance and sick insurance. She pald
four forints per month for trade union fees and 10
forints per month for the so-called peace loan,
She worked for_several companies at home as a
pat time job,l translations and typing, She earned with this
about one thousand forints per month and the fomr and
three per cent deductions wers mad;tgn_ihiﬂ income,
L2

Both herself and hushband were working. She didnFrecelive
any wage increase in thellast few months while sha
was working fer thst company. '
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C, On the retail exis¥s in Hungary before the revolution:
"Goods sold in the State storas were on the whole laess
expensive, but the quality was also worse. The smaller
shops and the farm markets of course displayed a much better

uality of goods, but they were more expensive, For
inatance in the #iarm markets the prices wers the
double of that of the State stores. The difference in

DL &2 NG prices wereViSualEy—seasonabis on the farm markets.
Iﬁ&uﬂﬂgﬁl

s VO

Prices on the whole were steadily increasing in the last
years, but the difference in ovices between the state
stores and the farm market and the private stores
remained the same.

The quality of the goods was quite good, as a matter of fect
very good up until 1948, and it was extremely bad

between '5) and '52. Afterl952, it again improved.

The reason for the decline in qualiity I can put to the

fact tht after '48, the purchse value of the forint

had decreased, and thexefore the gewernment had to make u
for that loss somewhere, and iha;:nf‘EEurra];his was to the
diadvantage of the quality in the end.

The distribution of goods in Hungry was very serratic and

sometimes quite fantastic, If you went out to do shopping,

whether it was for +the household or food or other

commocdities, you never got what you wanted, and therefore
it was impossible for a housewife for instance to make
lans for the menu in advance. Also it very often happened

that some commodity was available for two days only

and then it dianpgaarad for two years. It was very

difficult to receive any standard spare perts. Here

I could mention for instance, carpenters tacks were

available only on certain days of the week and only at

a certain store, and never elsewhers or on any other

day. As to which commodities which were of short

supply, this depended on the season and on the kind of

comodity. For instance there was a great shortage of
cooking fat during the summer, thers was a shortage

of potatoes in the Spring and a shortage of flour at

the beginning of the summer. In the Fall on the

otherhand there was a shortage of feod and clothéng.

Certain goods were either unavallable or much too

expensive for our budget. However, during the

revolution and immediately after, the markets were
flooded with all the goods that were meant for

export and never sent out of Hungary. Anybody who

had the money was able to buy any&hlngf"&ndfﬁlHfﬂ1ﬁF“‘“5~

aextremely good quallt{ goods or foodstuffs also.

aven the greatest delicacies which were an unheard

of luxury and hardly deen in thdlast ten years on the

Hungarian market such as gooss liver etc.

1 do not know of any blackmarket going on in thellast years.
As far as I remember, blackmarket was prevaliling only
afterl945, and it alwavs depended who the person was

who was in the blackmarket business. If it was a

Party secrstary or some relative of his, or a

Communist Party member, then he received a small fine,

Had it been a kulak or soms class alien, then hEnE“E
1 I
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I PRISON, In thelast years we had a so-called legal free
market, and that put an end to ths black market.

D. On working conditions in Hungary, respondent had the
following to say:
“Maybe I will tell you about my flrst job in 1951,
because I think that this would be the most interesting, since
that happened hhen conditions were toughust for the
ple of my class. 1 happened to work for the Hungarian

tate railroad company, because my grandfather was
Rrasidant of same, and there was a minor clerk whom

e mnce helped %o get a Jgﬁ there, This wvery sam®
person became manager of the personnol section under
the Communist regime, so he helped ma to get a job
with this company in spite of my very bad soclal
background,

I first worked at the stores of the rsilroad depot

at the railroad station as an unskilled laborer and

then as a skilled laborer later on. At night I attended

commercial collage and when I receivad my ddegree there,

the same mab helped me to be shifted over to the offilces

of the railway company where I worked at the statistical

departmsnt, Our office hours were from Bp.m, to Sp.m.,

however, we had to be there at seven-fifteem, THEx time [+ /75 fo

was taken up by so-called free discussion of the 2ys=

current events and abastvnews commentary on the

Szabad Nep Newspaper. At seven fortyufive we had

to go over to our offices and on the stroke of

a2 ﬂt work had to be started. The regime was

extramely strickf There ware no private chats, no

taking it easy, no coffee breaks and such llke. A%

twelve-thirty we had half an hour for lunch time,

We received an inexpensive lunch at the Mess "of the

railroad company. We worked until five o'clock as

I said before, but every day there was something

which took up our time after office hours, O

Monday there was tha compulsory RISZ semiary, then

on Tuasday we had the trade unInna saminary, on

Wednesday the young people had to participate in

a dance group. On Thursday we had our rehersals

for the so-called cultural society, on Friday

we had lecturss on Natural Sclences, on Saturday

there was always a dress rehersal for somsthing,

and on Sundays we had to go with & Communist party

member on a propaganda rounds, either connected with

some kind of a Gallup Poll or other party actlvities.

@e were assigned to accompany a Party member a2nd it was s
nmust,’ All this that I sald before was compulsory in

1955; thg;gAyﬁrﬁrfhﬂlidhad later on.

i e

In the office 1 worked in the statistical department of the

FTATE Reriliog Company, that is, we had 1o make statistics

o which extent the company is fulfilling the Five Year
plan, The relations with my co~workars were extremely
good, They wera all paopls who wese well qgualified for

their job, but of course wh also had psople who were

L] ¥
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extremely inefficlent and prédmitive. The superiors
were still mostly from the old stock of the employees
of the railroad company beforethe wasi and we all were
very friendly togethexr. They very often praised me

for my work and after four months in that section I
became a group leader without ever having emer joined
the party and being only 21 yeats old .

{| In May 1951, my whole #Bsmily, mother, sistér, and

brother were deported to the eauntwy provioges. When

we were released from the deportation in 1953, I

worked until 1955 for“4hst co-operative.o& small

crafts and home industries. Here all the :uﬂﬁzlsury
meetings and attendances weee abolished and onl
activitikes we had to participate in wem the cultura
activities, At this office I was doing the wage work
accounting for the workers. I was bookkeeper, cashier,

and also finally I was the person responsible for all
financial reports, which involved a great deal of
responsibilities, Oux office hours were from 7:30-

4:80, but this was only on paper,so to say. That is we
very often had to work until 10;00 in the evening.

There were only eight paid overtims hours in a month

and the overtime was equal to the regudlar hours.

We did not have the one and & half over time as

customary here., As customary at that time In

Hungary I aad to be ggambar of the cooperative in

order toiwork for them, I had to pay a certain fee

in order to joing the cooperative and 1 payed

my shares in the cooperative in monthly installments.

Thus finally I was entitled to patéiclipate in the

profits. We also had of course, party members in our
cooperative and the president was a Muscovite Jew.

This man was extremely prejudiced against me because oF
my political past and that of ?;Efamily and cadre
record fell disfavorably into balance of the whole
set~up. Several times, he tried to expall me from the
cooperative, but the other people and the Idmedliate
superiors kept MET because they found e work very
valuable. Finally this president denounced me at thﬂ;r-— -
People's Coutt. My case came tol_AXeS Major, who " FJvOGE
after the hearing dese=s establishad that there is

no case agailnst me,Ytuled that the cooperative had=to chan/
expell me. provided that all members vote for it.

The members refused to do so, so in erder not to

cause any more trouble I resignad.,bﬂi*l quit my job there
and went cver to the patent office.

On the Hungarian vacation, health and compensation

programs, respondent was of the opinion that the health

p:ugzam was extremely good and it was wvaxry easy on every-

bodyS budget. However it was extremely difficult to be assigned
to a saaitorium for instance, despite that the treatments

in sanitoriums were included in ths health programs.

Only very selected people were able to receivs treatment

in sanitoriums. The vacation program was a%so well

set up, however. for instance as respondent

n:antinned} out of thuusandﬂ;-gﬁ oftice workers, only fifty
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weee able to be assighed for a vacatdon . Also due to the
shortane of accomodations, sometimes they were compellad
to takaﬂtha holidays in February or so, n&ver anyway when
the people wanted it. The assignments to those spas

went according to the selection of the trade union and

the Communbst party. The compsnsation or pension program
on the other hand was extremely bad,.Anyone who was
fifty-six was entitled to a pension, but ha had to

prove that in thelast ten years he had worked two hundred
days per yeat. People t%m entitled to & pension, then
recéived €£ifty percent of thelr last salaries. But

in order to save on thepensions, the regime for instance
used several tricks: one of them was that astebe ~RuiE HE
lsborer was sent to a much worse paid job, two years
before his retirement so that he could be classified

into a smaller category and recelved a smaller
pension. " Anyway'as respondent said, ‘nobody couldlive
entirely on the pension,’

For instance the widow of a war wveteran got about

as much as the price of two pounds of lard.

=38 en asked where she would prefer to live, in

Hugary, respondent said, certainly in Budapest only
because thls 1s the place that she likes and is

‘used to. According to her opinion, the industrial
workers in the city had a much better diet becausa2 the
regime was out to please them by all means. It happened
eapa:iallz in 1951 and 1952 that in the country the#
peasants had to buy theff#f bread for instance.

The general standard of living was always higher in in-
ustrial centers and for instance near the es,
causa the industrial workers and the miners received
8 vary high salary.

Politically it was much more difficult to live in the
suburbs dér ib e country side than in the big city
where you could always go into hiding if necessary.

DE collectivization, the respondent held the following
view:
"I did not have great trust in the collectivization

when introduced in Hungary because the Hungarian
peasant loves hls own land and likes to work anl

if it belongs to him, A few of the good-for-nothing
peasants, matly the younger generation who did not

like to work, of course]jocinwd the first cooperatives
because they thought that they could get aws-y with
less work. However, the whols :Estam collapsed

pretty soon and it was oenly b aar force,fs and- -
violence and pressure that wera able to round f'1FHbi?
up the peasants to join a collective. As far as

I remember, collectivization was opposed by the
well-to=-do peasants as well as by the less well off
peasants, I have heard about collectives having been
disso¥ved in 1953 because the members of these
:néla:tivas hadn't earned ehouch to live on what they
made .
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If I wers an sgricultural worker in Communilst Hungary,

I sureky whuld chose the privates farm, because they

don't have any norms to be fulfilled there and the

norms in the agricultural field are simply impossible,

Also, 1f you work on whet we call a une-tﬁirdfﬁils. V SAANE
on a private farmrat least you can live on what you make.

Ideajly I would llke to see a land reform to be enforced
in Hungary, but not the kind of a land reform the
Communists carried out, I would put a top limit of

3500 to 1000 acres which a person could own, I really
could not tell which inndvations I would keeap,

because the mechanization as I have seen it in
Communsiit Hungary; is not {ery effective. By all means

I would not continue to use the combines and the tractors
that they are using now in Hungary because it is a
terrific waste. I dee do not know the reason for this.
Whether the machinery is inadequate or if it is

handled badly or what, the results anyway show that they
dre no good at all.w
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XI. THE POLITICAL LIFE

. A, Féwet-of When asked how much and to what an extent
respondent was Interested in politics befors '43, she

replied: ‘
"I always was interested in politics as far as I can
recall even in my early childhood and 1 do hope that |
I will yet have a word to say in pellitics in a free
Hungary." |

"In our family we have always fosterad the realHungarian |
tradition and adherance to traditional Hungarian
politics. My whole family was a fervent supportern of |
the Hungarian moma rchy and we 2ll were of the opinion !
that the division & the Austr=Hungarian Empire after

the First World War was a mistake which has brought

about the second World War. The situation created in

Central Europa was an artificdald one and there was

a general dlssatisfaction amonc the newly created

states in Europe. Nobody in our famlly had joined any

pariy.i

Respondent sald that she knew very littls of ¢he Communit
party in 1918 and 1918 and mentioned that in fact |
nobody knew very much about their activities, She said:

"1 wish people would have learned something of this peried,
then," Respondent also sald that she only knew that the
Comfiunist party did exlst before and during the war, but
did not know of thelr activities, Her attitudes have

not changed since 1948 toward the Communit party because
as she said I aiways did hate tham.

B. On the members of the Hungarian Communist party, \
respondent said:

"People who have joinedthe Hungarian Communist party

had one special characteristic In common and that

was that they were all physically or meaki mentally

handicapped people one way or the other.?

I1 ¢hink that I wodld classify the Communists into
three different classes. First there is the Communist
who is convinced and who is an idealist, then second,
there is the so-called opportunist who joins the party
for material reasons, and finally thers are the
4 people who were just taken in by the beautiful words
and promises.!
L All I can say, that in my eye, the convinced Communist was
the better one because an idealsist Communist always
had or at least did show some kind of feeling,
toward a claas alien and they were what I would call
more decent, Also I would like to point out that the
. ldealist Communists were the first ones who were most
disappointed in the way that Communism has been
implemented and enforced in Hungaxy by a bunch of

Muscovites and thess idealist Communists were the first
ongs to join us in the revolution against Soviet oppression

and the Moscow rule.l
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On party policy change during the last eight years,

respondent said:
. "There was-de were decided® changes in party policy |
during the last couple of years and they consisted @ |
mainly that up until 1953 the party was trying to enforce |
Communism by violence, by indoctrimtion and by |
forcedii@e production, The year 1953 and 1954 which
also was time when Imrs Negy was Prime Minister, |
the reigns were slackened a little bit, In '54 when |
Rakosi came back, he agaln reverted to the old strict FART/
rule. In 1955 and 1956, a friction within the party

was already gaining ?ruund and many people were expelled
2 from the party. In 56 the formation of the Petofl Circle

and the particlipation of the university students and

later on the writers and authors in it has started the

dae deterioration of a strict CommunsZt rule.

As to why ghe chances occured, respondent sald that it
is quite evident that everything went according

to Moscow's rule and Moscow's orders, and she said that
she was quite sure that Nagy at that time had to acy
under Moscow's orders, just as well as Rakosi when

he returned. Everybody knew and heard rumors of
factlonal fights within the Hungarian Cdmmunist Party
and avaryhud; knew that when Huig was dismissed in
1954, that things were not running smoothly.

-
!
Communsits who were more or less idealist always :
defended the Pariv andhthe others who were out for

material gains_om idn't care very much what happened

within the Party.

And finally the Moscovites who only obayed Russian orders
and who were Russian citizens were completely disinterested
in what is happening within the Party.

On the aims and motives of the top leadezs of the |
Communist Party, respondent sald: |
“There is only one central aim that the Communists

are out for and this is to merge Huniary into the j
big Sovist Union and to kill all nat onalism and |
tradition in Hungary; also to merge the Hungarian

people into an international proletariat. |

" "I do not believe fat the Communist leaders of Hungaxy
believe in anything or are interested in anything,
They are only out for a parsonal career and quite a
few of them are acting under duress. I am thinking
now of Kadar. As previously mentioned I am sure
that all these people have something wrong in thelr |
personality, and they must be phisicall or mentally
sick. However, they are extreme intaIlig&nt and
. sly, smart people who would use all means so as to achleve
their own ends, personal aims and especially for their
own personal gains. Rajk was an idealist who was takén
for a sucker and finally was eliminated . Imre Nagy
on the other hand was a out and out convimced
Communist until 1954, however, now at the time of the Hunga=
rian revolution he has learnsd to see the Soviat Union's
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real face and was & disillusihed men. I do not think that
in a critical time he would have made a good leader
because he did not have a strofpersonality, As to
the difference in the motives of rank and file members
and those of the leadership, I am fully aware that a
difference does exist, For instance a member of the rank
and file who was an idealist expected something quite different
and _thought that the Communists really would help him.
hef opportunist didn't care about convictions, the
main thing was whether or not he would improve his lot.
The top leadership on the other hand is acting only
on Soviet instructions; they do not bother to take
1nt2 consideration the interests of the Hungarian
nation,

When and if Hdsiry is ever independent I would put

all top Communist leaders into a comentration camp where

they should be compelled o work according to the norms

they have set themselves, and under the hardest and

most difficult working conditicns., I would of course put them
before &8 tribunal, but I do not think t&t I would

try to prevent the wrath of the pmopledio 71 AME (7S CowRsC,

C, When asked wheﬂ@gr there waes any opposition to

the Bommunist government before the revolution,

respondent saild that she did feel some opposition

but this was entirely unorganized and it was more a

passive resistance on the part of every individual.

This passive resistance in her view is a very important
factor especially if carried out by a cultured nation.

It was mainly the peasantry who did most of the sabotaging,
and &his resistance £finally climaxed in the nation

in the October revolution of 1956.

On the activities of the intellectuals, respondent

could tell that she heard first about their activities

in the beginning of 1956 when the Pestofi circle had its
first public meeting whish=was#&ttemged by many people.
Also the literary magazine which was put out by those young
authors had was tremendously popular. It came out in

a 1imited number only and people gquausd up to get a copy/
Respondent first heard about the Petofi circle whrough

a friend of hers who attended the meetings. Respondent
heard about the intellectual ferment in L1955 and thés
fact was generally knowm in 1956, The intellectuals

were the ones who dared to oppuse openly the gevernment,

— that is Moscow,and to voice what the people wanted.
" Thereofre I do not think that thax had anything new
e

to say but just because of this they were the spearhead
of the revolution., I do have a great admiration for the
intellectuals who are a very e4ey slocere and hichly

cultured part of the nation and I do not believe fat
they are impratical or dreamers.”

Concerning the reason why the intellectuals stéod u
against the regime, respondent was of the oplnion that
thés 1s a quite natural thino. Authors and writers

and artist on the whole can not work and go on with their
creative work if they are working either under duress

of they are told what to do and how to do it. Slanted



and directed art is bound to kill all art onf the
whole,.
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XII. THE APPARATUS OF POWER

A, RBespondent had the following to say on the AVH pesople:

‘according to her opinion,/the members of the secret

P “"H‘“'F'Lf

police force Wwere pmople who held no convictions what-

soever and no idaalfifﬂﬁﬁ‘suld themselvas for material

reasons and also who mental or physical defects,

Accordin to the respondent, many of the former et RROW -CROS 5
Party have joined the Communist Party or the AVIT
S0 as to ba on the safe side,

Respomdemt and his family had a at many personal
experiences with the AVH as her father had been arrested,
put in prison, tried and died in prison in connection
with the Mingienty trial. Mother too was twice taken for
interrogatdéion, and finally the whole family was deported
to the provinces. She also had been taken for questioning
by an AVH man at her first Job wlth the state railroad,
Due to the above mentioned facts, the family was always

on the blacklist of the regime and they were deported for
that very reason. Also when she was taken for interrogation
at the state railroad offices, respondent was mainly

asked about the relationship between her father and
Cardinal Mindzenty and what she had known abo&t him

and their relationship,

I asked ab the respondent for more details, how they

were deported, and she told me that the deportatlons order
came that they had to leave tist place within 24 hours.
They weretaken down to the county Szabolch and they

were put st to work in the fields or helpismg Building
construction etc. They were not allowed to leave the
texritory of the village, they were forbidden to listen to
the radio, and whenever they reveived a package from
friends, they had to show it to ths Earty secretary.

Also they had Vto submit to a thorough search of the place where
they lived., They llved with five gople in one room, her
mother , her sister, her brother, her grandmother and herself,
They also had a man assigned to the same room, but the
peasant with whom thaz were boarded was extremely decent
about that and gave the mgp another room to liva in.

Thete work consisted mainly in assisting the farmer in

hls work out in the farm and also they were doing

some HOT-leST work, also assisting some bricklayers.
According to respondent thez lad some extremely good
exppriences with the Hungarian farmers and peasants

who were very descent to all the deportees and always
helped them whensver and whersever they ceuld.

"Nobody who knows the situation in Hungary can day that it
is an exaggeration that Hungary was a country of constant
anxlety and fear, because this is vety true, We never
were sure whenand why we were being taken to thas AVH

or by thepolice for some trumped up charges.'

"When Hungar is independent, I think that the AVH men
ought to be yudged by the people and by God, and I do

nﬂt thi'nk thﬂt finall? thE Eﬂurts Will h.FH.I’FI- MEamiF = === =
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to deal with bacause the people will have dealt with them
h¥ then, especially with those who even now are members
of tha hated AVH force.

When asked to eamap compare the regualar police to the
AVH, mespondant said: "The blue ic_e was unreliable
regaxding the point of view of the Communist party

and they were gulte right in this as the revolution has
proved, ¥hey I do not think that the morale of the
Blue police was (@ffected by Communism hecause they weee
the first oems to take up arms agalnst the regime,
Whether or not the work of the regular police was
competent, I do not know, because as a rule, common
crime was not interesting for the regime, They tried
to make a political crime out of everything and

so that the cases could be transferred to the political
police, also &ll economic infringments of the law

wewe referred te the AVH, The reqular police behaved extreme-
ly well during the revolution. For instance I myself
have seen two policemen who broke into the barracks to
get some arms there, Also I have seen many policemen
among the demonstrators, My husband has ssen many of
them fighting side by slde with the revolutionaries.

On the Hungarian courts, respondent was 66 the opinion
that all sentences were prejudiced by the origin of the
defendent, The censullof the Peoples court was
represented by #wo members at every court, and these
people were doling out sentences according entirely to
which class the defendent belonged. Therefore,
respondent said,’I can not say tlat the Hungarian coutts
were impartial even in non-political crimes.

However, courts before 1945 as everybody knew were very

Just and fair. The Hungarian courts were known for thelr falrness.
Unfortunately this was also the case when Rakosl was

sentenced by an impartial Hungarian Court and finally

he wes exchanged and sent out to the Scdet Union.

On the People's Court, respondent sald :

"To the best of my knowledge, these pecple's courts dealt
with political cases mostly, As to the sentences of
alledged war criminals I can odly say that the sentences
were made up bafore.hand and so they wers unjust, I

also know of ssversl cases when the defendent's attorne
who was assigndd by the authorities has sabotaged the plea
for clemency so as to give &e-44& time for the executlon.
I dd’ think that all so-called war criminals were

actually gullty and I do not bellisve tit the sentences
were all just.

B. When asked about Hungarian feelings regarding the
Russlan army, whether or not thess feelings were due
to the events of 1948, the respondent =aid:

"This is quite ridiculous to assert thst the feelings

ag:inst the Russians are due to what hes occured in
1948, Their unpopularity are entirédy and only due

to the way they behaved in 1944 and 1945 whan 4he.
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entered Hungary. We didn'®expect an thing gitta zrom the Russian
army, bscause anyone who knew affi little about Communlism
and the Russian Communist Party, and the Russian soldlers,
knew what to expect. We hoped that after the peace

treaty was slgned, the Russians would wlthdraw and we

would be left independent. At that time nobedy had

heard about the disgraceful Yalsa agreement., As to my
personal experiences with the Russian army in '45,

thank you very much, they were awfully bad and nothing

but bad. The people were stealin\)they were raping

and they were as everybody knows, behaving disgracefully

on the whole. We had loads of experience with them

since they were billeted, or rather they forced themselves

into our summer home in the country. Our opinlion

regarding the Russian army has not changed since 1945,

and I must confess that this opinion is very low. The

guigian army is fighting only if it is JOF@cL by
rinks.

The attitude of the Russian soldlers during the revolution
was that of unwlllingness I would say. Those troops that
were stationed for a long time in Hungary liked to live
there, and as they had a very comfortable life thhy were
very unwilling to fight., Magy of them have joined the
Hungarism Freedom Fighters, This I have 1 have heard
from several friends of mine who took and active paszt

in the figﬁting.' Also my brother and husband have seen
many of them. We have also heard of wounded Russian
soldiers who were taken to Rokus hospltil, who implored

the nurses not to tell anybody that they had

surrendered or fought against the Russians, because

they weme fearing Soviet reprisals. The Kilian barracks

wee were also defended by Russians during the last two days of
the revolution his fact she heard from her husband

who was thare.i)ﬂaapnndant also added the information

that her brother was imprésoned by the AVH during

the revolution for a couple of days and at this prison,

the top floor was entirely occupied by Russian soldliers
who-werpe-anbiriey-impréspned-By-tRhe-Rusaian-aetdiars

who weee imprisoned by the Russian GPU for having

deserted,

According to respondent there was a marked difference batween
the troops that were stationed for a longer time in Hungary
and the freshly brought in trocops. The old occupation

troops had sympathized with the Hukrs Hungarians

during the revolution, while the new troops didn' even

know why they were brought over and wherze they

actually were. They only knew that they had to fight

some Imperiallsts.

Respondent recalled personal esxppriences when she had
witnessed brutality by Soviet soldiers towards
Hungarians during the revolution. It happened

s everal times when they were queulng up for foed,

that the Russians just fired atound into the people
there and many times, she together with the others

took cover by lying down on the ground, Also sha
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has seen that some of the newly brought in Russians
hat fired fired on ambulances and héve out the
wounded soldiers from these ambulances.

E. On the machinery of buresucracy, respondent could not give
any further information than disclosed the paragraph

when she spoke about her office and the working

conditions there. She wa s of the opinion that this

had covered the whole problem completely.

F. On the question whether or not it was possible to
get around some of the regulations and the authorities
in Communist Huggary, respondent thought that as far as
she remembered there were two placed where this was

@asy and here you could achieve everything with
bribery. One was the local housing commission,

when you were looking for an apartment -~ .=

if you had #Y money, you ware bound to succeea.

And the other authority was whaﬂFtheI were enforcing
the deportations, if yndhad?bull or if you could

bribe people it was =asy to get away from that, also

to gat permissfon to come back to the cityl which

was nurmallg prohibited to deportees. There was one
authority, however, where it was impossible to

change the mind of an officer or an authority and

that was the AVH, Officers ceught in accepting a bribe
were judged entirely according to their political
background. If it was a party member or if he wasﬁg“
favorable social background, then it was usually

sald that he masle a mistake and he was transferred.
Oher people of coursa received more serious sentences such as
imprisonment etc.

G. In reference to the efficiency and competence
different groups that hold powerg In Communist Hulfary,
resznndant thought that the members of the secre

police certainly had some brain, but the way they

ran the department did not require brains it was

just up to them how far and how much they could

stoma what was going on. In the army leadership,
respondant thought that there were many Moscow

trained officers in the ministry of defense where
thalchaua kept a couple of the older and well trained
officers as long ef as they needed tham, dimissed

them when they could be replaced. 1In the public
administration, as alraad¥ mentioned Zpreviously,

the top people were not efficlent and not qulaified

for their jobs,.These positons were only Euraly politieal
positions and so the work was carried on by the

minor officials who were competent.
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XIII. ASSESSMENT OF FUTURE PROSPECTS FOR HUNGARY

A. Future prospects for Hungary were assessed by Wi
respondent as follows:

"The future of Hungary depends entirely on the attitude
of the Tree Wbrld ergs. There 1s one thl.n? that
the Western powers ought to realize and that is that
co-existence with the Soviet Union can not have

any good results, I do not see how I can hope

or see any hope for a change for the better for my

country. Of what we Bave seen, how the United Nations

has acted and how they have been unable or unwilling

to enforce their sanctions, it is vexry difficult to imagine
that in the future they will act differently. What I

would hope for on the other hand is that the United

Nations at last could enforce the sanctions against

Russia so that free elections could be held in

Hungary with the particlpation of the different

political parties, This would be the only way and means

to get rid of Communism in Hungary, otherwise

I do not see any other means short of war by which

the liberation of Hungary could be brought about.

Within Hungary, I am convinced that the resistance is
$till going on though it is only a passive reslstance
because people have lost all their faith in the West
and also they have lost too many lives and have no
arms anymore,

Qutside Humary, the unification of Germany and
espacially &ftexr the new NATO declaration the
recent days, there is a faint hope ¢ad- that the
Western world is reallzing its duties.

The United States and the United Nations ought to
realize that the events in Hungary have throsn

back Russla for at least ten years in its preparation
for war, and the sudden peace offensiwe of the
Russians now 'is only meant to lull the

Western world| into a false security.

Short of independence I do not and would not accept
any compromise, At the time before the revolution,
we would have accepied one, but I do mex belleve that
this is the opinion of not only me, but of all

the Hungarians still back in my homeland.

Regarding the means whereby the liberation of Hungary
ean be realized as matters stand now, I think tht

only war can bring this about. And this war between ths
United States and the Soviet Union will come. This

is not my wish and it 1s nobody else's wish, but it is

a necessity and it is a léglcal result of the recent
events. Therefore I am nearly positive that it

will happen some day, sooner or later,

Meand other thah war are very difficult to imaginey
as I said bEfﬂIEH the United Nations has proved to he
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completely powerdess, and Russiaf will never heed

any internatlonal sanctions arbitrations or pressures.

Also the United Natlons was unable to enforce the

aconomic blockade &sélad China and couldn't or

didn't want to enforce the cultural blockade of the Soviet
Union. I do not believe té® in an internal change in_ _

the Soviet Union because nnlﬁ ¥ people that/ideals \  #AlLE=
can revolt against dictatorship. The Russlians have

none,

The-attdeude-aé-the-Ruasian-anidiers-during-the
revoiuidon-was-that-ef-unwiiiingnese-I-wouid-sa

B,Referring to prospects for Hungary, as imagined

duﬂ.ng the last a.tggt or ten years, iﬁ:aspnmtent

sdid:

"We amd always thought as I saild before even during

the last ten years that an armed conflict can lead

to the liberation of Hungary., At the time of the

Ganeva conferance howevar, we still bslieved that the American
foreign policy has something to say in the future of

Eastern Euxrope, and that at last the United States

has recognized that the Soviet Union is unwilling

to keep any agreements. However, aftser the Geneva confierence,
and the declaration of co~existence, the above mentioned
opinion has crystallized in me.



k

A.@n her views and ideas on what she wanted an independent
Hungary tobe like, respondent said:

I would|fo see my country governed on the Austrian
pattern. There ought to be two leading partles, the
Soclal Democrats and the so~called Chrlstian Party.

The smaller parties should be merged and I belleve the t
the two party system is a sound one.

B. On the eesaemie kind of economy fthat ﬁe’ respondest
would like to see in a liberated Hungary, she sald:

"1 believe sincerely that Hwygary must and ought Qe W
reburn to put the emphasis on agriculture, [/and on the
lighter industry that is connected with it, and the
manufacture of consumer goods. There is no necessity
for the beavy industry which 1s not justified in
Hungary when we have to import the major part of our
raw materlials, The production of uranium, however,
must be itipgad up and I am sure that with the income
galned thereby all financilal worrles of Hunga

would be over. The-yearly-sver-ail-income-of-hhe
urantum-ménes-equale~the The yearly bru income

of the uranium mines In Hungary 1is ten times as
much as the total budget of the country. We have

it from well-informed sources, that the urandim

ming: in Hungary are the second largest in the whole
w'ur -

If the Communist regime weee over-thrown, I would leave
in the E8FATE state's hands all the mining industries,
transportation and public powere works. However I

would not let the state handle the export and import
business. I would on the other hand leave the larage
companies In the hands of the state at present, but

I would tolerate that the prlvate companies or private
persons can set up new commercial companies and

compete with the state companies. The light industry &nd
home crafts should bes returned to private ownears,

In the field of sgriculture, scme of the large atate
farms should rema?n in the hand of the state so as to
servae for experiments and as middel farms. The kolkhozes
on the other hand should be and must be dissolved.

As previously mentioned I would leave 500-1000 acres

for every private person to own and this would be the
top limlit as set by the gevernment.

Regarding the kind of government that I would like to
see in an independent Hungary, I believe the only
wi¥ open for Hungary now is & republic bscause
unfortunately the idea of a Kingdom 1ls an ldea

of the past and wouldn't work any more.

If I had to choose between the two gevernments as
ou mentioned ¢ now, I certalnly would choose the first
ind which guarantess the personal freedom{of the individual.

And my reason for this is that in a free state everybody
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who is able and capable can find work and will succeed.

And on the other hand life is not worth living in a

country where you do not have freedom. I would not

advocate the outlawing of the Communist Party in a

free Hungary, because ¥ Communést Party in a frea V A U7 LA/E )
Hungary is always more dangerous than one is that is

allowed to work. In an independent and free Hungary,

the Communist Party would have a very few followerss Uﬂ*rﬁ-ﬁ-rflﬂﬂ-lf*

C. The position that I would want Hungary to have ideally
as I said before,should be according to the ﬁattaxn of

an independant Aﬁstria. Qur 1000 year old historical past
I belleveygives us the right to wish for peaceful

and separate life on the highway of the nations, whers

his tory has put us.

Respondents ideas on the relations wlth the different
countries whe weee as follows:

She would welcome cultural relations only with Soviat
Russia, and that only in the case that Russia wers
free and not Communist dominated,

Mikitary relationships and alliances she would not like to see
with any country, the mbf&5s0 since a complete neutrality
would not allow it. Economic and :ulturaf relations

would be most welcome by respondent with East European
States, the rest of Europe and the United States also.

On the question of a fedsration of Danublan States,
respondent said:

"This idea of a federation of Danublan States is a very
old one. In fact, Louis Kossuth already advacatéd it,
¥his-wee Kossuth already has reccgnized the Slavic
danger coming from the East and 1t woWld have been a
bulwark against the German expansion toward the East.

At that time, I mean in Louis Kossuth's time, it

would have worked extremsly well. Now it is very desirable,
but it is doubtful if it could be worked out, Anyway

L would not like to see Hungary federated with any other
country except Austria, We have an instlontive fear of
all the Blav nations and therefore I do not think that it
would work to form a federation with the Czechoslovak

or Yugoslav countries. Against the Rumanians there is

a general prejudice and diiike in Hungary anyway.
Therefore I believe that it is generally believed in
flungary that a federation with Austria would be quite
welcome, the moreso since this federation which was
called at ¢hee that time the Austre-Hungarian Morerchy
was broken up by the treaty of EF#LEE%D# -

and was the cause of all the ev at has come

gpon Eastern Europe since,

On whether or not respondent accepts the present boundaries

of Hungary, she gave an emphatic 'no' as an answer.
She was of the opinion that ‘Eﬁ’fﬁa 1000 year old
historic rights)Hurmry is entifled and also pre-destined
to receive ackjheg ail territories that were taken

éway from her zfter World wWar ¥
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Otherwise Hungary could not fulfill its historical duty
which is to safeguard Europe and which she has always
done in time of history. In respondents opinion the
adjustment of Hungary's present boundaries should be
hgdgﬁuught about by an international court, but she

a 2

"But I implore that at that time the membess of thés
international courts should at least read the
historyf that refers to Central Euruﬁa and Hungary.
1 adv@se them to read the Homan-Szekfu history of
Hungary."

IJI believe that what he I have said now confirms my attitude
over the irnhlam of Hungarian minorities over which
I am deeply concerned, and the whole question is
of very great importance to me."
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XV, FORMATION OF PUBLIC OPINION

A. "Before the revolution we certainly did hear about
Khrushchev's speech on the occasion of the Twentleth
Party Congress., The Hungaris. newspapers, among

them Szabad Nep carried his .peech, Whether it wss
carried in full we of cours< couldn't tell and
nobody else at home could.

Of Senator McCarthy and the Un-American Actlvitles
Committee, we also have heard as presented by the
Hungarian Communist Press which was certaifly slanted.

I know that Peron was president of the Argentine republic
and his downfall was caused by a military clique that
revolted against him, However, events like thaose

in Argentina were never printed in our newspapers.

The private life of Rakosil wa: not & topic of the daily

press and people knew very llitle about him until

the revolution. Alledgedly ho had a wife, but it was

rumored that she was a spy planted on him by tle

Soplet leadership. After the mew revolution, the new

Hungarian revolutlionary paper: carried articles on

the luxurious likfe that Rakuuigﬂgfﬁ{ﬁﬁging+

B. Respondent's readinghabits were oulined as tollows:
' Bafore and during the war, I mostly read the Uj 'emzedek,

Magyar Nemzet, Nemzetl Ujsay and the magazines, K:pes

Kronika, Magyar Lanyok and anything I cculd get hoid

of that refered to world evenmks , Hungarlan literatuie and

cultura, Looking back now with the eyes of an adult,

I am of the opinicn that the literature and magazinen,

books and such like that were avallable at that time

in Hungary were excellentlnd unbiased. At that time,

the foreign literature did not have any effect at all

on Hungarian writers."”

"In the last eight to ten years under the Communist ragime in
Hungary, I have redd the Szabad leg duite regularly

and this because this was the offlcial oxgan of the
government, @I also wanted to be informed of the
governments attitude, and after all this is the

only way to get to know the méthods and tactics of

your aenemy if you are reading up on their papexrs also,

I also used the ist newspapars to compare them

and their news withthose of the Western radios o

as to be able to form my own picture and opinion sbout

world events., The only magazine 1 read in the (ast ten ys=ars

was the literary magazins as edite] by the Hungax@in
authors and wh{gh wga oneg of the flrs% one which

dared to carry articles criticizing the government,”

The trust that I placed in The Communist prens wes
equal to zero since 1945 and had not cBanged, 1
particularly distrusted any data that was printed on
statistics, because ¥t was from my Jjob I knew

perfectly well, how statistics are forged 1in a Communist
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regime. The only part of the newspaper I trusted dealt
with sports and with sports results.”

publications from the USSR or other satellite coufries
According to respondent the material available from
the various satellite countries was restricted to the

Communist newspapers of those countries. Softhe |"—Ty.e
Communist papers of Western countries such as

Austria, France and Britain were allowed and were

on sale in Hungary, Occasionall ey had the

Austrian A French , and the British
,ﬂi%ix_ﬂgjﬁggeﬂ Western publication-¢ thet came 1ln were with
different p

ackages sent by friends from abroad, but

were not on sale in Hungary where fE;QE;E§§§éEE§é§E§I.
*AEE Hﬂgg;i?ﬁ EEEHEF and ﬂa:gg;g .
sé magaz ; were handsd down ;um rien o triend

and read every.where,

Respondent or family never read any newsﬁgpura or

Respondent then refered to bookd that were on the
prohibited list by the Communist authoritiées which
nevertheless most people read, She mentioned the Sinclair
bewis saxiaixam [ sctually, Upton Sinclair, N.R.] series on
Lanny Budthen she also read Romanoff's Memoirs, then

she mentioned the Moscow report of the American
abassador during the war the name of whom she could
not Med®ion, then she remembered having read Huxley's

: « Thomas Mann's, Ih ’

orqge ell's , and also ach's,

which was widly read and re-read in Hungary.

ase eqa oks and publications were obtalned from
friends and evertbody fraell discussed these books
if the! wae were together with reliable people. They
proscribed books in people’s possession were not surrendered
and people usually hid them in different places at home.

mouth, she sald t it was a matter of course that

everybody always news this way and everybody passed it

on. The news usually was political, military and also economic,
Respondent told that thaese pleces of news she always

received from people who were near to the source and

she considered to be extremely reliable.

C. When questioned ﬂp news that the respondent got by word of
go

"It was very characteristic of the cg§uptness of the
Communist reglime in Hungary, that aven not the eleven top
Communists were completi&ly reliable. This can account
for the fact no matter what secret meeting the Supreme
Secret Council held, the subject of that meeting

and all resolutions and the happenlings at such meetings
were known within 24 hours all over the city."

F. On her cinema and theater hablits, respondent disclosed

that sde-up to 1948, as long as American and British and

other forelgn films were shown in Hungary, she went very coften,
1953, however, she very seldom went to a

cinema mainly because she could not afford it and besides

she was much too busy workine late at mimhe
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In the last years when some of the British films and

Italian Opera films came to Hungary she went see them

¥k The Opera House on the other hand, ungaryiwas expensive

and she could see but a few performances. The family

attended concerts about once every four months and went |
once a month to the theter, J#E Respondent prefered the

classic plays by Bernard Shaw, Mollere, Shakespeare, etc, |
She never went to see any Russian movies or plays but

saw a couple of Hungarian operettas. The Hungarian films -
though they had beeb slanted, especially in the beginning, |
were extremely good regarding the quality of the actors, |

Among the movies and plays she saw in the last couple

of years, respondent mentioned having liked the British

movliea and a Hungarian drama, the name of which shas |
forgot, and among the plays she mentioned Ehshexisan

Shakespeare's Romeo and Juliet, and an operetta by |
Em@ry Kalman, |
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XVI. EVENTS QUTSIDE HUNGARY =

b L.
Ai On chances of changes inside Russla, respondent the
view:

"I do not believe that there iIs any chance of a change
within Russia. If anything could happen, I am sure that
no revolution would br about such a cﬁange because
the top ap party leadership is representing sevaeal
trends and you can never be sure when and why one of
those top leaders will decide to grab the power,
Therefore I believe tlat a suddden change might come
about, but not hI the means of a revelution., The
attitude of peoople in Russia toward communism is very
difficult to know and therefore I cannot tell how

they feel about the commundst regime. Therefore 1

am also convineed that if Russia had a free election,

a8 beautiful blg chaos wkould be the redult. No free
elections can be held in a nation where people do not know
what they really wanted and for what or for whom they
can vote. Inside Russiz there are only maybe half a
million people who know that tmre is snmatﬁin different
and other methods besides their own,outside Iron
Curtain and in the Western world.

In my opinion the top leaders of Russia are out for a
Soviet world domination and wlll do whatever is in thelr
powers in order to achelve this. Personally thair private
little aims are probably vgﬁln ersonal and they are out for
material gains. 1 do not that there is dgreat
difference between the Hungarian Communist leaders and the
Aussian ones, Both are out to achieve the sames, but

the Russilan lsaders of course have much more power

behind them.

B, THe relative popularity in Hungary of other nations
in Eastern Europe was put by respondent as follows:
the megot popular country in Bungary is Poland, followed
by Eastern Germany, then Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, and
Rumania are on about the same lavel. That is both
countries are thoroughly disliked by the Hgggnrians, that

oF, a0 éﬁ!iﬁécanaa-ﬂﬁan I asked the f&spondant whether
the preferences or dislikes refefed to people or governments,
sne was of the opinion that this preference or dislike
is dﬁgacted against the people, because ths govzerrmentsin z11
satellite countries are the same and directed by loscow.
The sympathy to Poland is basad on ths common Eistnrical
past and the sy?ﬁathy fer the Germans is based on the
militarﬁ strenoth and military discipline of the German
paople becausa eue:;bﬂdy in Hungary,as respondsnt
put Lt knows that the only nation that Russia raallfy
Is afrald of is the Germans.

"I1f frea elections were held in the sateiitﬂ countries, I
am not so0 sure tht all would break or would reject
communism, It might happen that Czechoslovakia and Rumania
weuld establish & Tito-like national communism, but

1 am sure that Eastern Germany would reject communism
wholeheartedly. Bulgaria being a Slavic nation I

really don't know how much they believe in Communism.
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On the standard of living in various Eastern European
countries, respondent thought the highest standard of living
is in Czechoslovakia, then Eastern Germany, followed by
Hungary, Poland, Rumanis and Bulgaria.

. In reference to Poland, rﬂs?undant salid:

"I do not belisve that Gomulka's government is a puppet of
the Russians yet, but if the Western world continues

its foreign policy and will not come to the assistance

of Poland, Gomulka sooner or later will have to baceme

a pawn in the hands of ths Russians.

In my opinion Gomulka will stay ower if the Western
assistance 1s forthcoming., Gomulka's further policies will
follow a Titolist, natlonalist Communist llne and it 1s

hoped thta that he will succeed. However, the=Polizh Se =, .

ﬁggﬁ&n—i&ter what has happened¥Hungary and how the

ungarians were left in the ditch by the Western powerae

it is doubtful that would dare to risk anyth UHLLT¥¢f:E¢Er
drastic. My views on these matters did change in thelast 5
f ew months, bescause I believe that the Peoles after all

had something more in view than natlonal Communism

and only due to the defeat of theHungarian r&&ulutiun

are they contented now with what they reweived.”

"I could not say thét I would have prefered thst the=
Hungarian revolution take_ a path along the Polish lines
but I believe that up tilfeight o'clock on the 23xd
before Gero had held his speech on the radio, the
Hungarian Freedom Fighters or rather let us say not the
Freedom Fightars at thit time, but the demonstrators and
the students committee would have accepted a compromise
on tke Polish lines. After the fighting and the blood
shed has started, certainly no more,

0. ON Yugoslavia, respondent had the following views,

"Y believe that Tito and his policy had soms influence on the
European Communist party, but only within the party. The
Hungarian peophe on the whole did not trust the Yugoslavs

for the vaery fact that they are Slavs, 1 do not consider Tito
25 the originator of natlonal Communism, it was fxux

“Frotsky who invented this, s0 to say. To my mind

national communism and nationazl soclallsm tht is

fascism V¥F somethlng very close to each other. Both
attltudes are chauvanistic to the extreme and are founded on
the power of the state. Yhe difference that exists

between these two 1ldeologles is nnlinthat the Nazis or

the natlonal soclalists are advocating the theory of race purity,
A theory that later in the course of time might sven

be added to the Communist ideolegy, I am thinking now

of the stréng antl-semitic feeling in Russia mrew AT Presz.—7
Tito's relations with other Eastern Eurcpean countrles
depends always on what these natlons are told to do

by Moscow, and also te what extent Tito needs 5

American help., T1lto's relatlions with Russlia are

even unknown to peopls who know more about world

politics xalx than myself and I am sure very few

people really know what 1s behind all his tiffis and

reconciliations with the Soviet Wnion. One thinu is
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sure, Tlto 1s respecting the Soviet Union because

he knows the Russlans and he knows communist and all their
methods, He is much too smart to put too much confildence in them.
He only had to think of the fate of the Bulgarian

statesman who suddenly became sick and died, As

to Tito's relations with the westezn hamisfhari. he

knows perfectly well that only the material the help

that he gets from the Western hemisphere can peep

him in power., Because he needs the forelgn loans and.militﬁﬁ*
equipment. On the other hand he also knows that the Viestern
world needs him,

7]

Regarding other Titoists, such as Rajk, he was not a Titolst

in the strict sense of the word. His tyail came about

on the instructions of Moscow. They decided that a

trial and a case must be produced against him and 1if

Tito hadn't been in existence they kwould have called

him Trotzkyist. The whole Rajk case was staged in

order to scare the ideallsit communbts, I do not believe tha

he can be very popular on the whole, but one thing is sure,

he is far from being as popular as our Imre Nagy ls in Hungary.,
because the Yugoslavs are not too fond of Communism elther,

I have heard of the situation in Yugoslavia from some friends wha
came over from there. I heard that the standaxd of living

is much higher than in Humgary, also the labor conditlions

and personal freedoms are better. /

E. Why the Communists gained control of China, respondent
gave the following reason: first of all China 1s a

mass of millions of uneducated people to whom the Communists
promised beautiful things. Only the upper ten thousand in
China have & culture and are educated and of course a

huge mass of impoverished psople can be misled by the
Communist doctrine which promised only good things to them,

I also think $hat it is true that the Communist

China is more independent of Moscow than the other
Communist countries and for the very reason as mentlioned
before, China is much teoo big and numerically sven larger
than Russia, and the Russians respect China to a cersain
extent because thaey would not like to see them turn
against the Russlan glant. "

The ralations between Engaland and India have been
completely spoiled by the Britishers. After the first
Hurld War England should have gimen independence to
India.,"”

On the Suexz situation, respondent had the following
idaas:

The whole Anglo-French invasion of Egypt came oo
late;if they wanted %o attack, they should have dome
so twenty-four hours after the natlonalization of the
Canal, I belleve that ZfxkhmxIsrael imvaded Egypt
on the instigation of the Western powers. As

to whether Eg{pt had the right to nationalize the
Canal, maybe it could have besen brought about in a
different and more legal way with the consent of all

the parties that have signed the Canal agreemsnt at that
time or bv wotino or bv somes other solutlon. I amm
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thinking that parta of the Canal income should have

formed & national income of Egypt, etc. In_mgﬁgpininn,
events in Egypt had a very strong and unRapi®¥faect od the
developments in Huni:ry in autumn 1996, If the Britishers
had not only born mind business advantafes that wexe
connected with the Suez canal, they ought to have

withdrawn from Egypt only if the Russians withdrew from
Hungary. "

F., As far as I am infiormed, the living standard in West
Germany is extrememly high., The belief that the Germans
are dangerous and may start another war I find extremely
stupid and silly. The GErman people do not want any

war, the only a{d they have in mind is to unite the two
parts of the country. Nevertheless as I said alrsady once,
the Germans are the only nation that R& the Russians
respact and are scared of. Speaking of West German
rearmament, I believe t#t this 1s not stepped up enough,
Twelve gears after the end of the Sefond World War, the
Western Euwers ougnht to realize that zke a strong and
well-equipped German army is of primary importance

against Russia, because only the Germans will be able

to stem Russian expansion in Europe, I do not believe that
at presant the West German militarI strength is

equivalent to th of the Russian military might, I

have no knowkedge whatsoever as to whether Western

German arm§ is stronger than that of Britain of &han

that of France., As far as I know, the term of service in
the West German army is around two years, "

When asked the difference betwesn the Gsrman and the

Russian occupation army in Hungary, respondent said:

"This is avery silly gquestion, because how can you

compare thiese two armies, They are bevond any comparicon,

I can only give a definition in one word, the Gemrman army

is aparmy of a cultural nation, and the army of ths

Russlans is barbaric. In all faikixx fairness, howevez,

I would like to point out that the German troops came to

Hungary not as an enemy, and maybe had they some as such,
maybenthey wxould have behaved ifferentlyi The

Russian army of the other hand came zs the *Liberators'

but didnot behave as such. This is also one of many b o
things, andisdnce| Roesevelt that the Russian army came ' 74 ¢ a2 Lo
to lilfrate civilized Europe. Certainly the German Wk an:
army jas to both officers and enlisted men,was the better "
disciplined add it was R the Russian army was the most

unpopular in Hungary.

G, On the British Labor Party, the respondent sald:

"I believe that this party is very similar to the

Austrain Social Democratic Party, and it is not favorablz to
Communism, Eegardin? tha other lWestern European Socialist
Parties, the French is thoroughly corrupt, and therefore

will not be able to achieve anything serious politically

or economically. Ths West German Soclalist Party on the other
hand is pretty good, and especially under the

leadership of Ollenauer and this party is geareds against

the xtemoencfex>bbe Russian dancer, Ra
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Respondent's impression of the living standard of

varlous countries were aaﬁfnlluws: she believed that <he
highest living standard was in Western Germany, followad
by Great Britain, Italy, Greecs, end Egypt,

H."I i:inad my £irst impression @€ of America when
arrtving in New York, and therefore the first impression
is limited to this area. I was thoroughly afgallad
by the extreme dirt and filthiness of thiés c Y &5
coppared to other European citiss,

What the United States should do now for the peopls

and ations of Eastern Europe I can answer in VEry one

short word: "do something” and do not talk all the

time without any action. In my opinion, the foreign policy
of the Wmsmi United States is bad. The United States should
extend ald only to those countries where it 1s assured

that Russia wiIl not profit from this aid. Therefore ths
aid to Poland and Gomulka's government should be given

with that provliso. I believe that Yugoslavia kx should

be given every possible help by the weet, but Hungary &nd
the presant gavernment of Hungary should reweive no

help whatsoever. The American governmert should not
acknowledge the prssent governmert of Hungary.

"I am sure that the psople in Hungary would ndct
like to see any vissiters at present. Whom they would
like to see are United Natlon troops."

! Whether of not people would like to receiva Western g

books and farindinal. I am sure that first of all

people would like to be likerated first, This is

of magor importance to them, and any way the Hugarian

ovEernment at present would not let in any Western
oks or periodicals."

Respondent was very amnoyed by these two last questions, be-
cause she thabught that 1t is idiotic to talk about such
roblems when there are more important problems now
HUniarr and anyway as long as the country is under
Communist dominatien, these gquestions sounded extremely
stupid to her,

When asked about the Marshall Plan and what she knew
about it, rasﬁundent disclosed that she knew va:I well
what the Marshall Plan was all about., 3he explained it
this way: it was,an dffort by the VWestern hemisphsre

to raise the livng standard of the Western Europsan
countries, as compared to the Communist states. However,
respondent pointed out it would have made an even creater
impression on Russd@ had the Marshall ald been connscted with
military assistance also. Respondent was of the

ocpinion that the motives ascribed to the Hnited States

in connection with the Marshall Plan were mosily
preparations of a defense in a sscond World War

against Communisgy, D

As to why America became involved in the Korean War,

respondaent believed that they wanted tc keep their
stratanic nasiton in Javan and &t that time Japan
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was surrounded by two world powers and Ammxidx Amerlica
wanted to be the first one on the spot.

J. On the activities of the United Nations and its
effectiveness, respondent sald:
"The Unlted Natlons s lost its powers the very moment when
the veto right was introduced. I can draw a parallel
between the Holy Alllance, Mhe League of Natlons and the
United Nations. The Holly Alllance was effective only
until Napoleon came into power, the Leacus of Nations
only until Mussolini decided *need8’Abyssinia and the
United Nations only until Russia had reweived the right
of veto. The United Nations had proved its insffectiveness
and loss of power by the events in Hungary and the
way they handled the whole Hunﬁﬁrian situation, I
don't bellieve taht the United Mations will ever be a
political power any more. I also find it completely
wruni that according to the United Nations charter.
Russia has féve votes, because as islx Wk they say
these five states are independent even though they
are living in a social state. & Under the sams
E:inﬁiple the United States could ask for a 48 votes

cause the 48 states of the United States are also -
more or less Iindependeat states.

The United Nations could have acted in 1956 in the 1
Hungarian situation in & way that they cught to have
disregarded the Russlian veto and immediately dent
United Nation troops to main order in Hungary
until the freem elections. t I have sald
before I believe that it is clear that 1 have not
hopes whatever of an effective UN action on behalf of
Hungary in the foresescable future, "
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A. When asked who is the greatest living Huggarian in
her opinion, respondent said:

"Good Heavens, this is a very difficult gquestion and
the most difficult so far."

After a long meditation finally the respondent sald:
"] think the man upon whom all Hungarlans look with
great admiration ils Carxrdinal Mindszenty.

B. Respondent's reactions to mother persons of importance
in wx world affairs werxe:

Imre Nagy: He is a good Hungarian and full of good

intentions, also I am convinced that he ak has turned

his back on Communism after the events in Hungary. However,

I do not think think that he would be the person for the leader

of the Hungarian nation,

Cardinal Mindszenty: I admire him greatly. 1 admire his
character and his impeccable peolitlcal attltude, As
Isaid before I think he is the greatest living Hungarian.

Laszlo Rajk: He was only a h figurehead on the chess-
board of the Russians and he also was to my mind an
idealistic Communist.

Erno Gero: He 1s one of imkh the most dangexrous gangstexs
very wedl msumkmd educated and highij intellectual
person f£a who uses hls good quidlities for the vilest

purposes,

Janos Kadar: He 1s a nobody, & puppet in ths handsbf
Moscow, and a man who has no wlll of his own, Besldes,
he is ayvery base character.

When probed for her oplnion on president Elsenhower,
respondernt said: "' I am convinced that the fPresident is
full of good will and good intentlons, however, he
isV¥gIven power enough to enforce his will., His hands
are tied by the Senate and e imembers of the Senate
are not living up to these ideals and standards that
the American nation stands for,

I hold a very bad opinion of Secretary General Hammerskeljd
whom I believe to be inclined to be a'drawing—room Communist."

Secretary Dulles is a man who 1s making one political
mistake after another and at a time when the Americam
nation can ill-afford to do so.

Former Prime Minsster Illr. Eden is an of ve;z small calibre
and notx sure of hils mind, I thinK very highty of former p

president Truman whom I believe to be one of the best presidents

that the United States had.

Mikoyan as all Russlan leaders is not an individual in .
mv mind. Thev ar= all only figureheads in the blag wheel ot
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the Soviet adminlstration.
Nehru of India is a dangerous man. He is a fence-straddler,
Generallssimo Chiang=-Kai-Chek is a corrupt man,

Ferenc Nagy: IxgamxanAll I can say about him is that he is a_
gangster,

On Roosevelt, here I have a great deal to say. 1 cannot
find wordgbad emough to express my opinion of him, He

is a second Stalin or rather wes & second Stalin who
wanted to remain in power by all means. He can be
blamed for the present situation in the whole world, be~
cause he was the one who sold cut Easter Europe &t

Yalta to Russlia, And if and when the third World War
grﬂaka out, he is the man who can be hsld responsible

oxr it."

"Chancellor Adenauer of Germany is the greatest living
statesman in the 20th century waho is & glfted, a cautious
and a very matter-of fact politician, Unfortunately he

is not too young anymore."

Of Stalin I can only say that he was not normal.
Malenkov is a figurehead as all other Russians zra,
Generallssimo Franco 1s a smari politician.

Aneurin Bevan of the British Labor party is a good
politician, but hex 1s a little bit narrow mindsd.

Khrushchev: again I do not think that a will of %his
own.,

Of Tito, I said what I have to say before, and the same zefers
to Peron.

Molotov on tag other hand has the making)of a great
statesman, is a veky good politician, a very smart
man and the only forsign minister so far who did not blunder.

Ollenauer of tBe West German Soclal Democrats is the
right hand of Chacellor Adenauer, despite the

fact that he 1s the leader & the other ap party, I
am convinced that bhe two parties under tne leadership
of Adenauer and Ollenauer are coordinating their
policies.

Churchill is to my mind, urfﬁggﬁggﬁhmxﬁthefﬁthe greatest
living statesman of our times, It is very unfortunate that
due to his age he has to withdxaw from the field of
international politics. I wish that the politicians

after the end of the second world war would have listened
more to hls advice and acted accordingly.”
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XVIII, ATTITUDES TOWARD EXILES AND EXTLE ACTIVITIES

A. On her views who escaped from Hungary and who stayed
behind, respondent sald: _
"Generally speaklng, people who left Hungary were mestly
from the Bestern border of the country, but a3 grsat many
came from the capitag)l and other parts. As to their ages,
they were mostly young people, young families with
children and the freedom fighters, By social class, I believe
that all social classes were represanted in the grest
exodus, except maybe for the Hungarian peasantry and thea
farmers who came out in very smsall numbers only., The
reasons of their laaving were mostly political be-

cause were the freedom fighters or Ihas& who took an
active part in the Hungarian freedom fight and who

had to fear reprissls. Others came out because they
wanted to give their children an edudtion in a free
country and free from Communist influence, Also these
people are strivigg to make a good living, to be left dn
peace and to be iafitrin a free country,

s Tl 8

1 only can admire thrk those who zum by their own free
will did stay behind, because it must be an awfully haxd
lot they have to beaxr, but on the other hand I know

that the future of Hunga#y is laid down in the hands

of those who dared to remaln within their homeland,

People back In Hungary understand fully our reasons
for fleeing the cﬂuntrﬁ and I don't think that there
is any resentment in their heaxrts.

When asked, assuming that the Hungarian people had a
chance to céme to the West, what percentage would
nevertheless stay in Hungary, respondent said:

"After all what has hangned to the refugees now and
the way the situation is handled by tha different
countries and the different authorities, and
unfortunately also by the United States, I am sure that
people In Hungary are disillusioned to such an extent
that nobody would come out then. I must say here that
I am really very unhappy to see that the admlsslon of
fifty thousand refugees is such a pboblem, or at least
it is saidato be such a problem to a country of 220
million people, I believe that with some good will the whole
problem could be mskxam solved, "

B, Regarding exile organizations and individuals,
respondent has heard about the Hungarian

Nationdl Council while back In Hungary. Also she

heard of Tibor Eckhardt, Nicholss u{anL_n~’, Faul
Auer and Ferenc Nagy who were living in exile in America.

Regarding ber feelings about them she said:

"1 only know that thﬁxncams here to represent Hungary,
and thez are representing a country which has been

lost a long time ago and will nevar be restored in a form

or in a way as these people imeagine it_Fn?ld be, Therefore,

-— o A R TR
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people could play an important role anymore in the
future reconstruction of Hungary,

When handed the list of organizetions and individuals,
she made the following remarks:

"I know that Monsignori/Arga is @ very nice priest,
Ferenc Nagy should never return anymore to ngg;y
and will never be accepted by the mtion. . Of Tibor
Eckyhardt, respondent held the opinion tist the is
one of the few Hungarlans who 1s carrying on some
useful work on the part of Humgary. r

4V
The late Charles =t PRghe thought thet-he. a social
democrat rather on the right wing of the party, but
not a very great leader. F

A
Rasx Former prime minister Miklos in respondent's
mind was one of imR the smartest politicians before the war.
Respondent added that Mr.fAt_w and Tibor Eckhardt

are those two Hungarian politicians who know and

are fully aware what Hungary needs and strived to achieve
these aims,

Cf the other Hungarian politicians in exile, such as:
PFEVFFER, ANL AapnHoY 75, Wosi=4or ynTn

respondent had a very bad opinion, Of Bela FAR/AN
however, she said that he is very good,and doing whatever
he can for the Hungarlan cause. 'F,‘l—fME-nElhw

In feference to Otto of Hapsburg, respondent saicd what she
has heard of bim was only good,

The late admiral Horthy was greatly respected by respondent
and she omly deplored that he was not®smart enough a
politician, She was convinced that at heart he was avery
good Hungarian patrlot.

On politicians who left Hungary hﬁfu e 1956, respondent had
a8 very poor view because she felt y did nd go ahout

thelr alms correctly and also they did not try in earnest to
accomplish anithing for Hungary. The activities of other
Hungarian immigradt@® were looked upon with favor in V—a
Hungary, but certainly not the activities of

Ferenc Nagy, v=iref2 , and nnopnwowm 15 B
The other well intentioned Hungarians surely tried
according to respondent to do their best, but lost
heart sk on seeing the spathy over hers. I/ During the
revolution-said respondent, &Ed"Sometimes thaought

of these exiled politiclans, but were convinced

that in case of a dlma liberated Hungary we would not
have wanted them backy

S Iy V) 'E”"ﬂf.s

Cs My own father-in-law was one of those Hungarians who went
to bhe West in '45, but returned to Hungary later on for
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family reasons, He was bitterly disappointed and rﬂgrnttad
heving done so., The Communlst redefection campaign, in my view
was purely dor R:ﬂp:g:nda ses a0 as to show the /
Western world that Hungarian people prefer to live

in Hungary even under the Communist regime, *

D, I believe that people who have left Hungary and

are now in the United States should never denounce their
country and their nationality. They ought to collect
experience and knowledge as much as possible so as

to be able to return to Hungary and particiapate

in the rebullding of & free Hungary to a great extent.

MIﬁEIf personally, I am going to do the same and also
since I am very much interested in politics, I would
like to find and meet some American statesmen to

whom I could tell alittle bit about the pre=war Hurmry,
and to induce them%o learn more about the history

of Central and Eastern Europe.

The people in Hungary are very much terested in
everything that is happening to u d we are doin

our best to inform them about our lives here, I tEink

there is something they ought to know, however, &and this

is that it is extremely difficult to get adjusted in

any foreign country. You have to work very hard

in order to achieve something avarggwhare. Also,

I would like to tell every parent back home in Hungary

how important it is that the young people should learn languages,

I would like to join an exile an exile organization which has
no political purposes and in fact is above all politics,

The only aim of this organizations should be to mass the
Hungarians regardless of political or religious creeds

into one closed unit so as if the time comes, this
organizations has a word to say in the formation of the
future of Hungary., For this very reason I think that this
organization should be made up of new and old pre~
revolution~exiles. 4

When asked about feelings regarding the various Hungarian
political parties, raﬂggndent sald;

"Before 1948 the Smallholders party was the largest

political party in Hungary, but the leadership was

impotent and they were unable to put ug s sound political
platform. The Social Democrats as such was the largest party
of the workers in Hungary, and is even nowadays very popular.
However, due to the corrupt leadership stk that time,

they became tools in the hands of the Communist party.

The Peasant's party was a small party which had no political
welight wha tsoever. The Communist party, before 1948 |

was mostly the party of idealists, nevertheless it was the
slave of international pruletariait:n.

I do not know anything about parties in exile., A4As to )
political parties revived in Hungary during the revolution,
I know that several of them have been revived. However,

there was no time left for them to build upL%ﬁfnng and
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two large partles who started their activities the

Christian people's party and the Social Democratic Party.
Than we also had the Smallholders Party and the

Peasant Party, Also the Communist party still existed

on paper at that time, but of course I do not think that they
had many members/ left anymore.

This is incorrect to say that the parties had resumed
activities duri:gatha revolution, because it was not during
the revolution t they did so. It was on October 29,

30, and 31 after the revolution that these parties started
to resume their activities and to my mind it was right

to do so. A free country must start political activity
immediately., The unfortunate thing however was that

the parties had no tizﬁﬁnn their hands to work bacause of
the Russian reinvasionfHungary. Groups that went into
exile previously should return to Hungary by all means, but
not as politicians, bwt only as the plain workers for an
independent Hungary, "

E« My own plans for the future are very easily defined.
I want to iﬁ back to Hungary by all means, but only if Hungary
had been liberatsd from Oommunism. AnywaK I could not
possibly go back before that, IFI have children, I am
i:i:ﬂ to teach them Hungarian as well as Engldsh here

e United States and I want to bring them up to
be very proud Hungarlans,




L

48-F
N, 56/X1X

XIX. AUDIENCE REACTION TO BADIO AND LEAFLETS

"We listened always to foreian radio stations while

we wers in Hungary, The stations that we listened to mostly
were the German emission TrwWienna for Hungary,

Radio Free Europe, mthe French Radio broadcasts, the BBC,
the Voive of America and also Ankara, We thought that

the Vieriese broadcasts, since they were in German,were the
best, and the least jammed. All other stations were

very much jammed st all times. We mainl listened to

the Hungarian language broadcasts, but also to German

and French ones, The most fraquentéé listened to

was the Vienese broadcast and the BBC in Hungarian,

We listened to our own radio, sometimes alone, sometimes with
others and always told each other and other friesnds what we
had heard on the radio. At the beginning of the Communist
regime there was a risk involved in listening tb the
broadcasts or talkingeahuut them to anybody, A change

came about in 1953 when the rules wersn't kapt so

strictly anymore. In fact there was nd law against

listening to Free Europe or any other foreign radioe stations,
but the regime used it as a very good pretext;if thez had
something against somebedy it was easy to trump up the charge
thaﬁ the person concerned was listening to the foreign radie
and disseminating foreign propaganda,’/

The reaction of respondent to the foreign broadcasts
sums up in the fnllnwingé
"We believed that the BEC radio broadcasts were the most
factual ones, followed by the Voice of America, and the

least reliable were the radio broadcasts of Radio Free
curope. I happened very often that this station gave

cut news which was not "true and could easlly be checked

by the events at home. Also the BBC never incited

against the Communist regime or anybody else and

it gave only straight political or economic news. The

Voilve of America on the other hand, and RFE have been
inciting the HUngarian people without any responsibility
during the twelve lon§ years and slso during the revelution,
In fact I Bave heard them holding out with promises

for help on November 17 and also on November 20th,

1 think that these two stations were thoroughly irzesponsible
in their broadcasts to Hungary by holding out promises

that they knew could never be fulfilled.

"1 judgeJthe accuracy of these statéﬁﬁﬁia-an the basis

of the events in Hungary and by comparing them with the
news in Western papers even though they were papers of the
Western Communist Partges.

In my opinion these broadcasts were at first, I would say
wood on the fire, and during the revolution it was oil
popred on a fire,

"1 thoroughly agree that Western broadcasts and especlally
radlo Free Europe did m help incite the Hungar%an people
by holding out promises of Jaestern helr and this e et
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true/of Radio Free Europe, but as I said,also of th2
Voice of America. llevertheless I think that ﬁadin

Free Europe should continue to broadcast inte Hurgary

and give straight political news without any commentaries.
It should be very factual and should not contain any
irresponsible promises, Since I have come over to the
United States, I am no longer astonished at the
Voiwe of America and Radio Free Europe holding out

romises because I find that this is a nationwide

bit here in the states.

B,"1 did hear the initials NEM in fact 1 have seen such
leaflets and have read them, but I can not remembar what they
contalned. I have not seen any Free Europe leaflasts,

but I have heard about them. I also know that there wers
great risks Involved in picking them up or keeping them

or talking about them to anyone =2lsé, Here again it
depended entirely on who the person was who was cought in the
act regarding the kind of punishment dolad out by

the Communist reglime,

Respondeht was vari casval regarding her opinion about the
Radio Free Europe leaflets and she just shrugged it off., In
her opinion ﬁeupla only read these leaflets and thesy did
not have much effect In Hungary. Respondent did not hear of
anthlaaflats during the revolution. When asked whather or
noth the Free Europe sk Committes should continue to drop k
leaflets into Hungary, respondent's attitude became
iﬂgin vary hostile anmd she sald, "I am very fed up with

kind u{nprupaganda that BRadio Free Europe hadk beeh

daud doin

X Europe, and I wish they would do something
instead of talkin¥ about things and promising things they do
not intend to fulfilll

D. Respondent was of the opinion that the Western groups
broadcast and sent leaflets into Huniary for the

purpose of dlsseminating anti-Communist propaganda and
that all Western groups had the same motives and goals.
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XX.GHILD REARING AND DISCIPLINE

Respondent's views on how children should be brought up
were as follows:

o
"1 believe ®f bringing up children in a religion, no matter
what sort for children must believe in God and must have =
thorough knowledge of religion,

A child must love its homeland and also must have respact
for its parents.

Regarding how children should be disciplined and whethes
physical punishment should be usad, I bslieve that the mathod
of child rearing depends entirelv and always on the
individual child. There are children with whom one -
stern word 1s enough andVothers neecd soms physical V '¥ires
punishment also., I do not believe tht physical

unishment does harm to any child if it is needédm.

reatment should be the same for himh both boys and
girls uE to the age of six.I think{,pt that ¢ y 1t
should be diffexent.® A wat

Respondent recalled that when she was a child and

refused to eat something at the regular meals, she received
the same food put before her as ionc as she did not

finish it up. This ssme sometimes happened iw hree UVFor™
consecutlive days also. Both parents, father and mother
punished her for misdemeanors,

Among peopla that respondent knew, both parents usually
punished children who were six years old or even older.

flespondent believad that there was zlways a difference
between the disciplinary measures among the different
soclal classes. As she put it the primitive people in

the lower social classes did not educte their children in the
proper sense of the word. They went after their instincis
and usuall{ used physical punishment, As to when physical
punisment is abandonned for boys and girls or when
punishment is abandonned for children of both sexes,
respondent that this slways depends of the parents and

the children and on their ways of hringing them up,

And most certainly it does vary by soclal class.

Communism did bring about change in ta® respact that
phtst:i: physical punishment was abollishad at school,
out otherwise raspondent was of the view that & 1
Hungarian parentswent on with bringing uR children in the same
way as before the Communists, Parents who did educate
and care for the bringing up of thelir children continued
to do so im Thw ways of discipline were stlll the same.
They were dexprived of something thay liked very much. The
good dress was taken away for a couple of days, toys when they
were smaller, etc.
"J..'-'T L hPI:.'LI'c_.

Evey though theparents were “with their children iesa, they
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always did thelr utmost to educate them and to educate them

well, and to teach them manners. g, ==

"In mﬁinpipipn as long as he-or—she— iving together with

the child_seVver stops correcting the child , educdting him or
ing to teach him better manners, As & rule generally

between the ages of sixteen and seventeen the pu 5 caL

disclpline 1s abandonned.

Changes In the discipline of children have enly occured at
the schools under the Communist rule according to
respondent, but not in the family circle. At least
regazding the kind of family the respondht belonged teo.

Officially physical punishmermt had to be abandonned at
school and the uniﬁttachnique of discipline during the
Communlst reglme remained was sending reports to the
parent on the child, ox expulsien from the class and finslly
from the school.

Respondent polnted out that the characteristic sha

values most in a friend' Iﬁﬁﬁen if she is in trouble

a friend is willing and helpful to share her plight

in fact to be more helpful than ever. Respondetit thaught
tlet in real friendship there haven't been any real
changes under Communism the friendships, and good
friendships have improved)|and have deepened further,

‘-_':N T|'FI_ L",;r‘q' ] a
THE END obsiie 0




