Respondent was born in Hajdu County, in the Eastern
part of the Great Hungarlan Plain, The inhabitants
of that part of Hungary were always famous for their
spirit of independence and freedom. For centuries,
y have fnugﬂg against the Turks and the Germans,
and gave soldiers to Bocskay, Bethlen and Rakoczi,
Under the Hapsburgs, the citi
maintain a certain degree of autonomy. At the same
time, Hajdu is the center of the Calvinist Church in
Hungary, and the majority of its inhabitants belong
to that faith, Under Horthy, a Calvinist himself,
Hajdu had another pariod of prosperity.

es of Hajdu were zble to
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The county has no villages, but rural towns, flourish=

ing in the course of history. The psasantry was gradu-

ally able to acquire wealth and nUItﬂrij d it was in
aw

that country that a non-German and non=Jewish class
of merchants and craftsmen developed. Respondent's

father was a well~to~do butcher who wanted his sen to

continue his trade. But ths latter wanted to be a
merchant and successfully achlieved his alm.

World War II upset his caresr and he wound up as a city

functionary for the county-seat of Debrecen., Three

years of captivity in the Soviet Union under very dif-

ficult circumstances broke him down to the point of

committing suicide., His attempt failed and he resumed
his 5trug?la for exlstence as a city functionary, until

last year's ravolution.

Haﬁgnndent'a main characteristics are an inherited
stubborness, a keen common good sense and judgment,
and a genuine desire to help others, He once owned
a small store in Debrecen, and gave credit to ell
his poor customers, untlil ha went bankrupt. During
the war, he helped the poor and ths Jews while work-
ing for the city's soclal service, 1In the Soviet
Union, the misery and sufferings of the Russian peo-
ple aroused his compassion. Under Communism he was
on the people's side ("Nobody went to jall because
of ma...."?, aven though the pessants considered hinm
a servant of the state.
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Aespondent possesses a sound judgment and most of the
time, his opinions make sense, His intelligence,
based on the solid common good sense of the Hungarian
psasant, 1s developed and deductive. He has chanaging
mogds, ﬁting lucnnﬁniwlizivnrf talkative, humorous,
onstinate and decided, n depressed, worried and
silent. But he never ceased to reamin polite, calm
and co-operative during the whole intexview, His
friendliness impressed this interviewer in whom

res L inspired the greatest confidence. The
man's honesty beyond doubt., He always explained
clearly his motives, and never held back any informa-
tion when probed by the interviewer.

Respondent attaches a great importance to religion,
hut rightl! complains about the weakness of his church
leaders, It is a fact that Bishop Peter is the Com~
munists' puppet, and that Bishop Bereczky made many
concessions to the regime., It should be purhng;ﬂ -
tioned that the Calvinists have generally put

bafore religion, but that their faith, in which Bible
reading plays most significant gart. greatly in-
fluenced thelr political outlook, They are also very
conscious of and attached to the popular roots. Be=-
sides thelr cultural ties with the West, they haver
preserved Hungary's Eastern nnntulitI; This has no-
thing in common with communism, but the fostering
of the East~European peasant form of life and culture.

It can be said that the people of Hajdu, including the
raspondent, adjusted themselves to communism on the
outside, but that inside, they consistently opposed
it, and used every means at their disposal to uutgliy
the regime, They were helped in this by their unity,
their common good sense and their obstinate and even
stubborn character. Respondeit was probably one of
the most Hungarian among the Hungarians this inter-
viewer had a chance to meet, He is very missed by
hls colleagues in Debrecen, who all like and respect
him, and who are glad to know that he can now live
and work in freedom. Described in a few words, re-
spondent is an honest and a good man, which is very
much nowadays.

nation
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MAJOR SALIENCE AND WARM-UP QUESTION

I would tell the Americans that from October 23 till
November 4, 1956 the Hungarian i:npla who could not
smile for 12 years, almost like the Soviet Union,
were happy and smiling. The whole country smiled
and felt free and young again. Even the Communists
felt this way. When the Soviets crushed the revo-
lution, killed the sleeping Hungarian soldiers in
Debrecen and demolished many buildings inhabited

by civilians only, my boss, who was a Communist,
gald, "I would like to splt at mvy own face for
being the member of such a partyl"
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CHRONOLOGY OF PERSONAL EXPERIENCES, ACT IONS, ATTITUDES
AND EXPECTATIONS DURING THE REVOLUTION,

[Debrecen is a city 120,000 inhabitants in Eastaern Hun-

?arz and is the capital of the Hajdu-Bihar County. It
s the center of ths richest agricultural reglion in

Hungary and the stronghold of the Calvinist Church in

the country. It has two universitics «=- madical and
natural sciences.]

October 23

At 10 a.m., 2,000 students held a meeting at the univer-
sity. The Party leaders of the cnunt; iust laughed &nd
sald, "Let tham talk." Debrecen was filled with AVH
members, Russian troops and civilians, Around noon

I saw tﬁa students marching in the streets and nhnutinﬂ.
"Out with the Russians!. The uranium mines for Hungaxry!
Thﬂznsent a8 delegation to the various secondary schools,
asking them to also take part in the demonstrations.
They accepted and wers even followed by some elementary
school students,

At 3 p.m. the students asked the workers of Debracen to
guin them, They went to the wagon factory which employs
+000 workers. They were refused eantranca, but climbad
over the fence, The workers ceased work and followed

them, The workers of all the other factories joinad
them. Finally, the entire city went out on the street
and all traffic stopped. At 5 p.m, I left my office
and joined the demonstrators. In the evening people
began tc take off the red stars.,

I thought that I was dreaming and could not believe
what was happening, The AVH Party functionaries were
there and tﬂéy did not do anything. I saw the red star
hdnf taken off from the city council house and the
offlce of the Hungsrian State Railways. At 9 P.m.,

1 went home to stay with my old mother.

The students had 16 demands, ThEK obliged the Commu-
nist newspaper, s to publish s special issue at
8 p.m, which contalned these demands, It was only one
page which sold for 30 fillers. The paople fough
wildly to get one copy and would even pay one or two
forints for it.
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The students went to the police quarters and took off
the red star, but at the AVH quarters the secret po-
licemen came out with loaded machine guns and told the
crowd that they would shoot, The people kept moving
forward and were fired at, Three parsons were killed,

In the avening. we already knew that the same events
were taking place in the whole country,

Qctobex 24

Everybody wore national cockades on the streets and in
the offices. When the people heard that the= were three
daad, they put a black r»ibbon on the cockades. I kept
this cockade with me when I came to Austria,

A. Ihe Demonstration

L thought of reprisals but had no fear., It was an exu-
berant crowd and nobody worried about any possible danger,

Dabrecen was the city where there were stationed the most
Russians in Hungary, On October 23 the Russians did not
do a thing against the Hungarians. On October 24 the
evacuated their civilians from the city to the a rt.
The Russians are not bad people; they suffer and

cannot open their mouths, I worked with them in Russia
and I know how bitter and sad they are,

The students held demonstrations in different citiss at
the same time and this must have been organized, How=
ever, the mass demonstrations which followed were com=
pletely spontaneous,

On October 24 - 25, revolutionary councils were estab-
lished in the wagon factory and in the city council,

They celled upon the police and the army to side with

the revolution. The police joined immediately and the
army followed a few days later. The soldiers came out
from their barracks with a few small tanks. The Russian
soldiers kept walking in the city. Thatﬁenpla were angry
at them, but loudspeakers kept telling them to remain
quiet and to avoid a massacre.
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and
The AVH,athe army's political officers began to flee.
All of the Communist Party officlals and their families
went out on Oc¢tober 24 to the airport under the protece
tion of the Russian troops. The three victims were
buried. On October 24 the Communist administration
ceased to exist in Debrecen, Work ceased everywhere
and in all snterprises revolutionary councils were
elected, Only the people who were on the workers®
side ware elected to these counclls.

In our office all 50 of us were in the revolutionar
counclili. M{ director stayed., He was a good Hungarian
and we all liked him., We asked him to remain our di-
rector. We knew that he was a Communist Party member
becausa of his childran.

From Cctober 24 until November 4 the administration
passed from the Communists' hands into those of the
represaentatives of the Hungarian psople. Everything
was re-organized,..police, army, etc. The streets
were patrolled by police, soldiers, and civilians
who formed the national guaxds, The weapons taken
from the AVH were given to the civilians.

The best wheat in Hungaxy is found in Hajbuboszormeny.
Evurrda¥. trucks loaded with foodstuffs went to Buda-
pest, he peasants offered free flour, potatoes, and
chickens, and monay.

From October 24 on, the Russians bsgan to pour new divi-
sions into Hungary. We could not sleep lLecauss of the
noise made by the tanks (T-45s) and many ammunition

cars coming from Zahony and Nyiregyhaza, Seventy-~flve
pexr cent of the Russian troops came from that direction.
We sensed that some big trouble was ahead. The Russians
moved only durin% the night, Many women began to mowve
to relatives in fear of them,

I kept listening to the Western radlo broadcasts -- RFE
and VOA, I told some colleagues that we should wage a
%uarilla warfare against the Russlans since I felt that
he Russlans would not leave and that we were lost, I
hoped that the West would help us.

By November 4 new leaders and directors, managers, etc.
were elected averywhere. In the biggest hotel in Debrecen
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the revolutionary council was chosen from the ranks of
the waiters. A revolutionary paper was published daily.

Ihe Russisn Re-invasion - November 4

The people suspected nothing on the previcus evening.

At 4 a.m, I was awakened bx loud shooting. After half-
an-hour, the shooting was followed by a silence of death.
My brother-in-law and I walted until 7 a.m. to go out
and to see what hed happened. Russian tanks were guard-
ing tha streets. The County Council house was surrounded
by T-34s. There was practically no one in the streets,
Trucks loaded with wild-looking Mongolians arrived and
blocked all the streets, We took refuge in an alley.

The Russians arrested the national guards of the County
Council house.

After lunch I went to see my director and we went to look
around the city, Russian tanks were stationed before the
post office and the bishop's resldence. Both buildings
wsre damaged. The peopls told me that the Russians forced
them out on the streets at 4 a.m. and fired at the post
office with guns while this building was held by national
guard (6 to B men) armed with rifles., They shot at the
dspariment store only te be able to break inte it and to
loot it. They also stole the money from the post office.

One of my colleagues brother, & student, was in the army,
His regiment sided with the revolution and held the barrack
I went to the barrack in the afternoon. Tanks were guard-
igg it and some %0 civilians were watching them from the
distance.

The Russian political officers had told the troops that
they had to storm the barrack which was occuplied b
hngﬁiaais gangsters bacause these gangters would kill
hermless worksare and citizens on the next day. The
20-year old primitive Russian soldiers believed every-
thing. The Hungarlan guards surrendered when thay saw
the tanks., Those who stil] slept were shot at,

.-..l..-_.l'
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1 went to the gate and was told by the Russians that
thax did not know where my friend was. A civilian

told us that the soldiexrs had been tzken away on trucks
to thes AVH barracks. On the next day, after questioning,
the civilians were released by the Russians. Three days
later the Russlians released soldiers.

The die-hard Communist mayor of Debrecen, Menes, came back
on November 4 and inspected the city in an armed car.
The other Communist Party officlals came back also and
during the night they began to pick up the leaders of
the revolution. On the same day they took over the
administration again,

The revolutionary councils kept functiuning until Novembar
2l and still had something to say in the affairs at that
time, However, all authority was in the mayor's hands,

Dur the night many persons were arreeted. The people
looked with the greatest disgust at the Communists who
went back under the protection of the Russian weapons,
We were sorry that we had not caught them and hanged
them on October 23,

I listened every night to the radio until November 21 --
sometimes until 3 or 4 a.m, We did the same thing at
the office, We waited for the help promised by RFE
when they told the Fresdom Fighters to hold on in Buda-
pest and in the Bakony mountains. But we saw that
there was no help coming., After two or threes days I
decided to leave Hungary. I worked for three years

for the Russlans in Russia, Afterwards, I counted the
produces and animals that we sent to the Soviet Union.
A suit which cost 1,250 forints to the State was sold
for 250 forints to the Soviet Union and 1,900 forints
to the people in Hungary.

People had to queu from 8 p.m, to have one pound of meat
for 8 a.m. the following day when the store opened. At
Hajdunanas there 15,000 pigs on March 1, 1956, 18,000

in Juns and 20,000 in November 1956, The pig stock had
increased but there still was no meat.

I had acomparatively good job in the statistical department.
we worked behind closed doors in a beautiful office
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with free medical cars. My basic salary was 1,150 forirts
plus 200-300 forints for my monthly trips. HbLndy suﬁa1-
vised me and I was entitled to a pension, I left wit

my Euungar other who was a good lawyer and who earned

8, 10,000 forints a month, I left because I did not
want to work any longer for the Soviets. We would have
preferred the bombs to fall on Hungary and to die rather
than to continue to live as slavess,

1 asked for one week's vacation, killed a pig to pay for
the trip and left with my brother, his wife, mother=in-
law and two children. We took the train for Budapest.
We reached our destination on November 21 at 8 p.m.
There were thousands of travelers. Because of the cur-
few we had tc stay in the railway station until 6 a.m.
Then we saw the ruins of our beautiful capital. We
also bought two bottles of liguor to bribe Russian
soldliers with, At ths eastern station a railway man
led us to a train for Gyor and he did not even ask for
any tickets, Ninety pexr cent of the people went to

the west, At every station people climbed in through
the windows but nobody sald a woxrd,

At Gyor we made a deal with someone to take us on a
truck to the border. Just as we were walting for the
truck we were arrested by the AVH. The major who
questioned me told me that the cnuntr{ neaded statlisti-
cians, I denied that I was going to the West and said
that 1 wanted to visit my brother-in-law who lived near
the boxder, They flnall¥ released us under the condition
that my brothar and his family go back to Debrecen., The
next day we toock a bus for the border to meet my brothex-
in-law but we found out that he had left for the West two
weeks earlisr. A Hungarian border guard told us to cross
the border during the night since the Russians did not
gaig to move out. Thay offered to gulde us over the
order,

I crossed first gulded by three green AVH border guards
vith a dog. I was somewhat afraid that thay might shoot
me but &t Mosonszentmikols ths border guards helped the
people to cross. They embraced me and told me that they
may se2 me later in Austrla. The next day they took over
my brother and his family.




A45~M
H

iV,

Iv/12

EXPECTATIONS OF HELP FROM THE WEST

1 hoped both for soldisrs and weapons, especlally from
the US, I listened to the debates of the UN General
A55n¥hl? and heard all of the delegates speaking in
our favor,

We never gave up hope until November 18-19. My hopes
were based on the Western radio broadcasts. RFE was
always very encouraging but only wes the BEC objective.
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SOCIAL CLASS STRUCTURE AND ATTITUDES

Bespondent's Family Background

A,
My father was a butcher who exported to Vienna and Prague
e famous sausages of Debrecen, He had a retall store
with several emplyees. He wanted me to be a butcher also
but I could not stand the grease on my hands and I became
a merchant, The store closed after World War II. My
mother had 10 holds of land (14 acres) from her father.
We sold this land. My father owned 27 holds which we
rented and a house. In 1949 the State took away 20 holds
for a collective and gave six holds that we rented. This
left us with 13 holds. We rented them but the peasant
was unable to pay his rant because of the heavy deliveries,
Because of the heavy taxes we owed ?EﬂME 7,000 fnrintsz
we had to sell the house for 20,000 forinta and give the
land to the State which took it with great diificulty.

I was considered a kulak, that is a class alien, because
of the 27 holds we once owned. My father completed four
yearsbf sacnndirg schooling and my mother had six years

of elementary schooling.

B.- Ihe Soclal Classes in Hungazy

The Eeasantry -= divided in those who were forced to work
in the collectives and the individual farmers. There wore
also a few kulaks who had more than 25 holds of land (up
to 40 - 50 holds). There were about 200 kulaks in each
of the 19 counties of the country.

The individual farmers worked day and night. I met one
who owned seven holds, He had three children and they
lived on bacon and soup, He worked from 3 a.m, till

8 p.m. and couldn't even buy a new pair of pants. All
of his produces went to the State practically free [the
State would pay three forints for one pound of fat porkl].
The State sent the produces to the Sovliet Unlon.

The members of the collectives == 60 per cent of them were
those who did not like to work and tried to live off the

work of others. As a result, the average productlon of

the collectives was lower than that of the individual farmers.
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Hln{ flelds were invaded by weeds, We controlled every
collective and we went out to all of them, In 1954 I

went to see a collective near Debrecen. The people in

the city had bread but thsy had to queu for it, In the
villages the council fixed individual rations ffuur ounces
per person]. The people of the collectives had no bread
for three days and they blamed the kolkhoz and the govern-
ment for it. They said they were former servants ra-
ceived their wheat, salami and a pair of boots every year.
Their children were not hungry in those days. Now they
were the servants of the State and they were starving.

Few peasants left the country because the Hungaxrian peasants
are extremely attached to the land they inherited from
thelr ancestors and they refuse to leave it. Tha Com-
munists had to take it away by torce from them,

The workers -- the majority consisted of the industrial

workers. I knew some who worked in the wagon factory.

With a few exceptions, the directors, engineers, etc.

all lived vurzﬂpnurllnhacause thelr average wage did

not exceed 1,000 forints which was the living wage in

Hungary. Seventy per cent of them were marr and

had families. After the second child they received an allowance
50 forints; after the third child an allowance of 80 forints.
Them was nothing for clothing and the food was poor. Ninety

per cent of the workers lived miserably. |

The intelligentsia -- it consistad of the public functionaries
teachers, professors, doctors, engineers, etc. -~ that is, the
educzted class which did not perform manual work. They werse
represented in every factory but some factory managers were
Communists with four years of elementary schooling who only
superviged the work of the loyees, For eighty per cent

of them their salary was nu:mﬂﬁhar than that of the workers

and their situation was bad too. A good sult cost 1,200

forints (one month's salary). A young teacher would start

with 800 forints a month; a doctory with 1,000 forints.

I feel that I belong to the intelligentsia since I was &
statistician., :

Because of my occupation I knew all classes especially the
peasantry because I was an agricultural statistician. How-
gvar, f also met industrial workers and worked among intel-
ectuals,
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Some land workers received 700-800 foxrints for very haxd
work which was better pald before Communism. The peasantxy
was In a worse situation under Communism than before, The
average production of the land was higher but the collective

system rulned the agriculture in Hungary.

The former landowners were put into internment camps untlil
1953. Barons and counts had to work without pay on Stats
farms. The opinion of the former lower class was that at
last they worked. However, nothing changed under Commu-
nism which sald that the country, land, =-- everything --
belonged to the workers. Instead of becoming better,
their lives became worse, For this they blamed the Com-
munists,

C, How the Different Classes Felt Towaxd Each Othex

The peasants did not llke the intellectuals teoo well
and y said that the intellectuals lived from nothing.
They disliked the functionaries especiallVflyho pressed
them with heavy deliveries and served the gtata, The
gasants had & hard life while the intellectuals sat
ghind their desks. The workers were a little envious
because they worked behind machines and they felt that
the intellectuals earned their living wages more easily,

When there were no eggs in the stores in Debrecen, the
workers and intellectuals had to buy them from the peasants.
The peasants did not sell the eggs at the price of one
agy for two forints as the State did. Instead, one ecg
would sometimes cost five forints. They had to deliver
30 eggs per hold which the State bought for 1B filliers
apiece, They were right for selling them for more and

a others were also right for being angry with them for
it. The pessant had to pay his land tax with wheat [ four
metric quintals for 10 holds. The State paid 60 forints
for one gquintal and a two-pound loaf of bread cost thres
forints. The peasant, therefore, had to sell for moxe
since this was his only source of income,

As a city functionary I had to partake In seminars or I
would have been fired, I had to read the newspapezrs.
Communists made beggers out of everybody and in this respect,

- B O R I ok
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all the classes were brought closer together,

When I worked in Russia in a kolkhoz we saw, one day,
the director of the collective arrlving in a coach,
That was Communistic ality., After I came back from
Russla, a general's wife came to Debrecen to deliver a
speaech, was wearing a besautiful American garb,
This woman was the department head in the Minbtry of
the Interior.

E,.

Before Communism, Debrecen with its territort of 176,000
holds, was one of the greatest cities in the world as <ar
as superfluity goes. It was a big city of patricians
with 200-300 rich farmers. Thay were the leaders of the
city and after Communism they lost most of their land
and housss and became poor people.

Collective farms were set up but the decent peopla did not
Join until they felt the rope around their necks. The new
leaders were mostly scoundrels and lcafers who hriggld.
flattered the Communists, and joined the Communist arty.
In this way they could becoms managers and department
heads. Since I was not a Party member I would always

have remained a referent,

The sxceptlonsl talent was talen into conaslderation.
For exampls, the former owner of an entargrise Was
made ite director. This applied especlally to the
Jeis. In Debrecen, & Jew lost his clothing store
and aslthough he was considered a capitalist, he be-
came manager of a State store, The Jews held many
directing and supervising positione and, as in the
Soviet Unicn, they were not popular for that reason.
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FAMILY LIFE UNDER COMMUNISM

A. The Effect of Communlem on Family Life

Communiem had a loosening effect on family life. For
example, in Debrecen gardener lived with his wife and
three children. He worked on rented land. Communicm
cama and he Joined the Communisgt Party and became the
cotton manager for the whole Hejdu County. His wife
was a bimples woman. He had his own car and being a
director had many typists and secretaries. He had
affalrs with them and neglected hlg wife who was not
good enough for him any more., OSome Communlsts achieved
high ranicing positione in the army. A former sergeant
and painter becams a political major. He elso left hic
wife for ccher women. MNen and women worked together anc
there were many office romeances and much free love,

There was no more raligious inetructicn and people could
not go to church as before. The evangelistic services
In Debrecen were suppressed by the Communista. Thae good
priests and ministers were sent away to remote villages.
The Communists made l1lists of people who went to shurch,
threatened them with dismissal or transfer &nd tmitix
talked them out of golng. Today 75 per cent lesz people
than before dare to go to church.

Later, the Communists saw that free ' love and loose
family life had harmful effects and they declded that

a true and good Communilst must lead a good family l1life,
Some Communiste who did not conform were fired. In
Russla some people lived for years some T,000 miles awey
from thelr families,

B. The Way Children Are Brought Up

The children obeyed their parents lese and did not want
to listen to them. At 18 everybody was an sdult. The
chidren almost beat their teachers who could not inflict
physical punishement upon them. Before Communism, the
wife of a city functionary did not work. Under Commu-
nism, the women were also asked to work and to produce.
This was their so-called liberation. The c¢hildren were
more independent and talked to the paerents in & tone
they would not dare to use before.
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The children, Just as the adults, were not glven any
time to think under Communism. In public school, the
Commumists taught them subjects in the elementary pgrades
that are taught here in the pecondary schools. The
parente had To dc the childrens' homework.

C. [Harrisge, Courtship, and Sex Patterms

o - In my opinion, & change occurred. DBefore Communism,
the rich married the rdch &and the poor married the poor.
A rich girl could not marry & poor man or vice versa.
Marriages based on love were more difficult. Under
Communism, everybody could marry whoever she or he
wantad to marry.

Before Communism, a middle-aged major would marry a
girl of 20. Today it is the opposite. Once I say
a woman of 30 and a young man of 18 coming to the
elty hall to get married. In another instance; a
50=year old woman married a 20-year old man. On
the avarage, the wife was five to six years older
than the husband who, before Communiam, was usually
ten years older.

2. The Communists abolished the brothels 1n 1950
and sent the women to construction work camps and
Stae farms. The morals were loosened since men
and women had to ettend seminars together in the
evening. There were several secrat meeting places
in Debrecen.

some friende of mine used to rent & room to one or
two girl students, 13 or 14 years old. One of the
girls reported that her teacher told them that
gexual life wae necepsary and that 1t helped

studying also.

3. The Communist prees never mentioned thase
problems. It never published any news on crimss
and robberies aither. There were no such things
in Hungary under Communiem,
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D. Friendship

1. The Communists abolished the former soclal barriers
and there was no more class distinction, Today, anybody
could go to & dance, ete. There was only the upper clans
which consisted of the 10,000 top Communista who lived
far from the proletariat behind clotsed doora.

Our diractor was a friend of mine and, although he knew
that I had a kulak backzround, we dlscusged the misteken
of Comnunism together., The Party secretary was elso my
friend and we wsed tc meet and have dinner together,
However, we left politice out of the Iriendshilp.

In theory, the slogan that no man should be exploited
by another man was attractive. Once I wes almost forced
to marrg a rich girl with 200 holds., In my opinion

the rich patrieclans and pessents of Dsbrecen werse all
hungry for land, They worked like horses, ate jJust
enough not to starve only to be able to buy 10 more
holds of land. I condemned this because somatimes

four or five children would be walting for the dan&h

of their parents in ordar to receive their share of

the lot., Some even kllled thelr parents.

Communism gbolisghad the fortunes but 1T was bad because
it wae nothing but State capitalism Just as in the Soviet

Union.

E. Crime and Alocoholiem

1. 0Offieially, there were no crimes in Hungary. The
rate increased, especially the embezzlements, in the
factories. The managers who bandled much money began
to take advantage of it end millions of forints were
gtolen by such people. Some directors had a State
farm with 1,000 holde under thelr management. Some
enterprise managers had 150 storess with & turnover of
millione of forints in cash and goods per month,

Their pay wae 2,000-2,500 foerints a month and seemed
very small to them compared to their responsibilities,
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The number of young criminals increased. The youngsebers
raceived no pocket money from thelr parents and they
wanted to have some entertalmment. Many liked liquor
which was expensive. According to the Communist press,
there was no juvenile dellquency in the country.

The police were rather ineffiecient. There were badly
paid and did not care much about the criminals,

2. Aleccholism increased very much, People drank more
because of their embittermment. Debrecen was filled
with drunkards -- among them, young people and women,

3. There were only four or five jampecs in Debrecen.
They were young workers of 17 - 18, who wanted to
show off. They wore tight pants and danced American
dances. The Communists condemned them.
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RELIGION

A. %E;gugﬂ of the Communist Rule on Raligious Life
in Bungary

A former mayor of Debrecen wae first a tinner in a
wagon factory. He was sent to a Communiet school and
became mayor of the c¢ity (the fourth largest in the
gcountry). He had two assistants, one of whom was a
former prieast who was a strong leftist. A year ago,
the government appointed him the supervisor of the
Hungarian Protestant Churches. He was the representa-
tive of the State above the churches and looked after
aﬁl :ﬂ: exaoutions of orderas of the State toward the
churches.

In my opinion, the Catholics were oppressed more than
the Protestants. We had a bishop, Janos Pater, whom

I did not like. He was not a Mindezenty. The Catholic
Chureh took a stronger stand agalinst the Communisgts,
while Janos Pster worlked with them and obtained e
ecneesslons.

Dur a8 May lst parade, the Communists forced ths
Cathelice to carry the rtraits of Stalin and Rakosl.
Intnuhranan, Q0 per cent of the people ware Protest-
ants.

B. HReligion plays an lmportant role in my life. I
think that it was God's will that I did not commit

guicides on two occasions -- first, when I came back
from thz Soviet Union and second, when I arrived in
the U8 laet winter. Religlonwasan sgual factor

in my parents' lives. I think that I am more reli-
glous than the average perscon in Hungary. Hpwever,
I had to attend church less often under Commmism, |

The people in Hgngary attend church and give their
children religious instructions seorsetly. The reli-
gious fesling 18 2live in 90 per cent of the Hungarian
pecple, After October 28 all the churches were filled.
BeforgCommunism, I taught Sunday school, took part in
the Boy Scout movement and in the =ctivities of various
Christian Youth associations.
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C. The relationehip betwsen Church and State should
be like it wae before Communism. The churches should
receive State support. Religion must be ons of the
main branches of education. The chwrches should hava
eomething to say in the affairs of the state since
they embrace the entire natlon. They should have sone
leglislative and administrative role.

D. Ihe Jewish Minority
reiigion

The Jewish,was just as opprossed as the other religions,
In Debrecen, the besutiful Jewish synmagogue damaged rur-
ing the war, was never repalred. Nobody attends services

in thils synagogue today.

I knew numerous Jews because they played, and still plav,
2 blg role in commerce and business. The Jews believe
that they are Cod!s chosen people and as such must re-
celve & specHl treatment in this world., Their will and
talent are aimed at that end and most of the time thay
are Buccessful,

In the Soviet Union the people did not lilke them becnuss
they were the supervisors and 4id not work., It was the
same in Hungary. The Jews were store and enterprise
managers and nong of them performed physical worlk.

I always tried to learn Irom them professlondly. It
was natural that they were better off then the other
people since they spent less and did not throw away
any money. They also helped each other much better
than the Christians.

gcclemate

By nature, the Jewa could smemmmssnim themselves to

any regime, As one seys, "When thrown out thrﬂgﬁﬂ the
door, they came back through the window." In 1

every Hungarian ccndemned the ghettos and hidped the

Jews who were persecuted by the Nagis and the Germans,

In 1945 I wae told that some of the surviving Jews,

who came back from Germany, avenged themselves indivi-
dualé{. The Jews went back to work to their stores,

In 1647 their stores and workshops were also nationalized.
With heavy hearts they sldéed with the Communists. Almont
50 per cent of them Joined the Communist Party. They got

PE—
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good Jobe and one can pay that their situation was Just
as good as bafore 1945,

3. The attitude of the Jews during the revolution

During the revolution, the Jews put on natiomal cook-
ades twice as big as oursa., BSome, who were former store-
owners, were glad because they hoped to get back thelr
properties. In brisl, they were more enthusiastic than
most other people. After November 4, the Jewe zaid thset
they knew the revolution would end in failure and sidec
again with the Kadar regime,.

k. I think it is true that the Jews ere afraid of an
independent Hungary. They prefer to sea the Russian
troops in ths country. For example, thelr behavior
ereated many hostlle feelings smong the peasants of the
county from whom & Jew, as head of the commissariat,
had taken away their land,.
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ViII. THE HUNGARIAN YOUTH

A. The Hungerian youth inecludes all thos2 from 10 to

2l years of age. The was brought up under Com~-

muniem but, 1t hated Russiana because 1t heard

from ite parente what they 4id in 1945. |

in the Sovlet Union the youth is the same wlth ths
only exception that there are a few more Communists !

there than in . When the Russians came in

1045 & bum went to claiming that he was a big

Ezmmuniat. However, & young Russian offlcer slapped
o,

B, The youth mads the revolution and this was only
maturel. Youth has always alms and dreams -- an inner
idealistic fire which does not burn more in a man
of 40. A child of four can judge if actions of an
edult are right or wrong. The children saw how Gtheir
older professors taught Marxism-Leninism in school
&nd felt that it wes all a lie. ¥Youth dared to stand
up and throw away the Commumist yolkke. The Communists
indereatimated all of thege factors in October and
they thought thet the demands of the youth were no-
thing serious.

The young people were followaed by their fathere, the
workars, The whole country stood behind the youth
and formed one soul &and one body. The adults became
young, too, and did not care any more about the danger
representaed by the Russian troops.

C. hoola and the Hducational System in Hungzary
ar Communism

The Communiet harrassed the students in the same way

&5 they harrassed the adults, espacially in 1947 when
they took over the entire country. By giving them too
much to studyfhe Communists made the students' lives
uncomfortable. ILater, they realized themaelves that
even by worlking dey and night the students could not
learn everything., They introduced Marxist-Leninist
doctrines, distorted Hungarian history by modalling it
onn the Communist ideology. The preoletarians, like Dozsa,
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were the only herces while all of the youth complained
gbout this,

T had to control the schools and universities in Debrecen |
and in Hejdu County =-- that is, the number of students ;
registered, their family origin and th::i.lllllllll .
progress, Pilrst, the children worker peasant origin

and of Communist Party members were admitted 1n unlimlted

numbers to the wniversity, even if their marks were not

good. Thease werse followed by the non~Communists of

worker origin and, finally, by the children of intel-

lectuals -~ but only thoa with excellent marks.

i few old professors -- famous scientiste -- remainad

in the universities. Even the Coomuniats respected

them. They dismiased such people only if they openly

turned against the regime. Otherwise, they kept them

and paid them well. Only Communist Party members could

become directors and their knowledge and capability were

inferior to that of thelr subordinates, Following the |
same pattern, a former charwoman became director of the |
poet office. Those, who had no knowledge, did everything |
to get into the Party in order to secure & good job and |
to get ahead,

K, Communists’ oct L of the Yo

l, The Communists tried to win over the youth. There
were many illegitimate children who were brought up by
the State. Every week the students were given four to
five hours of Marxism-Leniniem.

2. The Commmiste failed because the youth saw the

black future which awaited them. It was as simple

as that. A young dootor would get 1,000 forints when

he finished his studies and began to work. His wife

would have to work sleo. That i1s why youth revolted.

':lt'im youthe saw no future and gaid, "We must die or
ve.
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MAJOR DISSATISFACTIONS AS FELT IN EVERYDAY LIFE

A. I recelived 300 forints more than the average salary
of 1,000 forints in Hungary. It meant that I was abla to
buy one mora poplin shirt than the other people., I had
to support my sick mother. We lost most of our land
under Communism. My living wage should have bean 2,000
forinte. I was bitter when 1t cost ma one month's salary
to buy a sult and when one egg cost two to three forinte.

B. The people were not even able to buy for the 1little
money they had. Oranges wers not avallable for 12 yeare,
except once or twice a year and they were too expenelve
for most people, Thaere were no lemons exsapt for the
scoccer playars and there was no more trada, Only a yezar
ago, people had to queu for meat.




THE ECONOMIC LIFE

A. The Stendsrd of Living

1. I 414 not have to pay any rent but, my case was
exceptional. My wmother had the apartment rent-free
for life after we sold our houss,

I had brealdast and dinner at home and ate lunch for
four forintes at the canteen of thae county council
house. I alweys bought a chicken for Sunday and spent
approximately 700 forints per month for food. The
rest of my 1,300 forints' salar y was spent for cloth-
ing and shoe repairs. I had to visit a lot of towma
end villages and had fo walk a lot,

Of'ten, both food and clothing caused me great difficulty.
Sometimes, I had to queu through a whole night after
work in order to buy some meat.

In Budapest I saw womens' fure for 8,000-10,000 forinta.
Nobeody could afford them and ths worksrse were enraged
when they saw these articles in the shop windows.

Before Communiem, one could buy everything in Hungary.
Debrecen's storep were always well supplied with meat,
The standard of living was lowered under Communism.

The Soviets took everything away from ua and let us have
Just enough so that we could not die from hunger and

be able to worlk the next day.

The standard of living was lowest in 1952-~-53 when bread
was rationed at four ouncea a day. The best years were
104T-48 when there were RERAE private stores and commerca.
As poon as the Communiets took over completely, the econo-
mic situation only became worse starting with the Five
Year FPlan.

2. I lmew at Hajdunanas a very capable oarpenter. He
glweys had plenty of food and wine., He was able to keep
his business under Communism and the peasanta liked hinm
because he worked well. He was able to buy land and
vineyards although thies was forbidden.

In Debrecen, I lmew a former border guard commander
who had three holde of vineyards. His son became an




X/23

tha
officer atpXossuth Milltary Academy. The father refusec
to work for the Communiste and lived off the income of
his vineyards. He looked after ii himself and, in the
fall, he sold his wine for 12 forints without the lmow-
ledgae of the authoritles.

3. Pirat, it wae the economic expleitation by the Soviet
Union which accounted for the low Hungarlan standard of
living. Then, the meager salaries of the workers who,

as a result, did not work well and did not produce what
they could have v under other circumstances.

The majority of the production managers were not experts.
For example, the manager of the greatest hotel and restauwr-
and in Debrecen wap a shoemeker and former AVH officer.
These people did not know how to supervise thelr employees.
The workers sabotaged wherever they could. The Communipgts
paid them piece, and not hour, wagee. The workers cheated
and did not produce half of what they were pald for. The
practice of cheeting was general since nobody wanted to
produce for the Soviets and since it was necessary to do

it in order to earn the 1,000 forints.

B. Respondant's Tncome

My monthly was 1,300 forints with travel allowances.

Altogether, I have loaned 2,300 forints to the 3State.
This wes compulsory. In 1852-53, one had to glve an
entire month's salary. Now, 50 per cent of one month's
pay 15 deducted in 10 montha,

The following items were deducted from my salary: pe&ce
loan, 50 forints 2 month; income tax; 40 forints; trads
union fee, 10 forints. This lelft me 950 forints.

}, I did additional census work under anothephame
without the lmowledge of the council and was able to
earn an additional 1,000 forinte a year,

5. In 1951, my sterting salary as a referent was 000
forinte & month. It rome to 820 forints in 1952 when
all wages were re-organizged throughout the country.
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In 1954 my salary rose to 1,150 forints.

C. Retail prices in Hungary

1. The State stores sold their items cheaper since
thay pald nothing for the goods to the peasants.
They sold only the bad produces and axported the good
ones. The State stores regulated the prices., The
vorkers wre often angry at the peasante when they sold
an egz for five Torints (three hours' work) and
would breslk their eggs on the market. Both workers
and peagante were right. However, the peasants were
etarving also and were selling their last eggs in |
order to buy shoes for their children,

was
In the Soviet Union, in 1046, breadarationed and
tuo pounde ¢cost one ruble in the State stores and
40 rubles from ths peasants.

The differentials changed with the season. When
:ﬁga were plentiful, both prices were two forints
the people bought the fresh eggs from the peasanto.

2. The quality of the goods scld changed. In 1948
the quality was better but the regime exported the
good articles. There were two productions =-- one for
exporting and one for internal consumptbn. When an
export article was faulty, it was sold on the home
market, As the yesars went by, the quality decreased
and the prices lnereased. The lard we bought was
mixed with oil and one had to killl a pig in ordar

to get pure lard.

3. After being away for 22 years from my business,
I was offered the position of ingpector of some 50
=tate stores.deDespite the higher wages, I refused.
Most managers are former merchants who worked well
and knew thelr business. Some of the State stores
handled millions of forinte and a shoemaker could
not manage them. The shortages wers not their
favlt -- they simply did not receive any goods,

Spare parte were rare and there was always trouble
with them. The State did not want to spend money
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on them and did not buy them with the products it
imported.

4. Meat, lard (a year ago) were in short supply.

There were no colonial frults for 12 years. Coffee,and
tea sold for exorbitant prices., Two pounds of coffee
coet 300 forints; four ounces of chogolate, 20 forints;
a tin of 2ardines, 30 forints.

6. A store manager would get 100 lemons for 1000 cus-
tomers. The manager would put the lemons under the
counter and give them to his favorite customers or
relatives,

The State sold motoreycles (Csepel) but the stores
only got five or six chains and there were thousands
of motoreyecles sold, The store employees' salary
was 800 forints and the store manager earned 1,000

a month, They would accept a 100 forints' commlission
and sell the chain to the customer,

Everybody could sell a product for the price he wanted.
It wes not black marketing and 4t was not dangerous.

In 1048-49 the Communiste began to persecute the kulaks.
They searched their homes because soap and lard became
scarce. When they found such foodstuffe in a lulsk's
home they confiscated them. One could not store any
food in Huyngary under Communism.

D. Verldng Condltions

I worked 48 hours a week -- from 8 A.M. to 5 P.M. and
until 1 P.M. on Saturdays.

T liked my work. As an employee of the c¢ity's depart-
ment of social affairs I was able to have the people
and to give money to those who needed it., Under Com-
muniem, there was, supposedly, no more poor psople.

I was moved to the statlstlcal department because 1
Inew how to calculate. In 1951 the Mynistry of Sta-
tistics was decentralized and every county and district
were given statistical inspectors. This increas# the
staff from 3,000 %o 4,000 persona. The districts re-

. e
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ported to the counties, the counties to the central
office in Budapest which handed the reporte to the
top Party leaders and to the minieters.

I wes able to help the people. I did not denounce
all of the irregularities and countless falese datas
I found in the declarations of all enterprisss, al-
though the supplying of felee information wes punish-
able by six months to five yeara' imprisonment., No-
body went to Jail because of me,

Sometimes I worked in the office and, at other times,

I worked in the country. Owur district had 19 villages
and four towns. I epent 40 per cent of my time in the
office and €0 per cent in the country in order to control
and inspect. WVWe were 50 people in the statisticel cf-
floe for the entire county.

H{ relatione with my so-workers were the beet. They
all liked me,.

L was the oldest employee and all of my superlors were
my friends. My direct supervisor also ceme to the US.

2. 1 was one of three employees with high school di-
plomas. Under Communism, it wae necessary to have 2
statistician's diploma which I obtained in 1954,

3. The vacation program zrew worgs year after year,

Many people took advantages of it before; now, only

eight per cant of the personnel of any enterprise

can go every year. In 1954 I sgpent two weeks on Lake
Balaton for 102 forints. Ve were 50 employees and

we could only esend four employees on vacation each

year. We sent those who were ill or those who worked

& great deal. The Party secretary, the factory manager,
end the president of the trade union committee were those
who decided these mattere. The Party controlled the trade
unicns whioh were jJust a2 tool in its hands,

The medlcal lnsurance was better than that of the US.
The doctors of the national health insurance were ex-
¢ellent. The bepot doctore were there =-- even those
who also practiced privately. They could not always
give expensive drugs but, if a Communist official asked
for fhmm such drugs, he would elways receivad them,




The plons

The government increased gions of the agE:uwaau
of the former regime up to forints. For new
employees who woriced under Communism the minimum pen-
sion was 500 forints a month after 65 years. On the
average, such penslons amounted to 50 per cent of
one's salary.

E. Hes ent's Oninione on Country Lyfe and Agrd-
cufture 11 Fankary

1. I would always prefer to live in my good town --
Debrecen -- which I like xm=» niore than eny other touwn,
T 1ike ita swimming pool and bath -- the best in Hun-
gary. 'There are also beautiful woods in Debrecen and
more trees than in New York.

The agricultural worikers had better fool and better
elothing since they produced the foodstuffs and could
kill pigs secretly. The peasant girls vere more elegent
than those of the ecitles.

The general standard of living was higher in the country.
Politically, it was easiler in the country where the Farty
organs were generally weslker., The peasents who were Com-
munists were not as convinced and die-herd ag the Com-
munist of the cities and felt closer to the other peasants.

2. Respondent's Opinion About Collectivization

Everybody thought that this would bad for the entire
country. We saw the introduction of the communal
kitchen system. As a result, only the bums, thleves,
and beggars of the countryside joined the collectives.
When the government saw 1t could not do much with these
people who ruined the former estates, it began to hit
the individual farmers with heavy taxes in order to
force them to join the collectives. The State took the
peapants' land and zave them other land located far
away and with poor soil. Many farmers were forced to
join the collectives in this way. The bums continued




X/33

to atay id and the peasants could not work the five
hundred holde of the collective. The city employees
were often ordered out on Sundays to pull the weedn
in the fields.

All Hungarian peasents opposed the eollectivization,
except for the hmmm tramps. VWhen thse tremps had to
work, they also left the collectives. The Hungarien
peasants want to owm thelr owvm land and to produce
for themselves and not for others.

Under Imre Nagy, some 40 to 50 collectives in Hajdu
county were dissolved. The collsctive system dis-
integrated during the revolution. The peasars divided
the land, the animals, the machinery and each farmor
began to work on his own land., All of the collectives
were set up meang of coercion. I knew more than
half of the 220 collectives of the county. After the
revolution, there were, perhaps, 25 collectives left
in Debrecen. Maybe 60 collectives were discolved in
the county. but sinee we did not work we could not
eontrol this figure.

4. In an independent Hungary, I would like to sea
private farming. The State farma could remain with
better wages and experts. The Communists mechanized
the leculture, but had no manure and used chemioal
fertilizers,

The tax on a horse was 500 forints and very few peasants
had horses. The deliveriss did not leave enough pro-
ducen to feed the animala and the stoclk decreased.

The farmer who formerly had 50 pigs was lucky now %o
keep ten.
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TEE POLITICAL LIFE
A uation [s] 1

1. I was & member, since 1936, of the 3Smallholders'
Party because of my family origin. The peapants were
my friends and my father belonged to that same party.
I took no active part in politics.

2, I was embittered after my return from the Soviet ‘
Union in 1947 and I hanged myself. However, someone

cut the rope. I had to clear snow in Sverdolsidd with
poor Russian men and women dressed in rags, while a
Russian woman, dressed in furs, stepped out of a luxurious
car. This was the equality preached by the Commmists.

B. The convinced die-hard Communists, who would have
even killed their parents for the sake of thelr beliefs,
were very rare. For example, Menee, the mayor of Debre-
cen, former wagon factory worker, with a Russian wifa,
took part in the pre-war Communist movement.

The majority of the members joined the Commmist Party
for money. There were the carserists and, uwnfortunately,
most of them were Jews. They wanted to live well and 1t
¢id not matter to them which regime th-zh:arvad. Also,
70 per cent of the Nazi leaders hecams bast Commu-
niste in Debrecen. There were some people who joined
the Communist Party to keep their positions, not be-
cause they were convinced but becauss of consideration
for their wilves and chlldren.

In my opinion, the convinced Communists made up 20 per
cent of the membership, the carserists 60 per cent, and
those who were forced to join the Party, 20 per cent.

2. I will explain these changes in the following way:
when the mipery reached an extreme hate, when the glass
was filled to the rim, and fists were ready to strike,
the Party had to calm the people and decided to make
ecme changes., The Communists did terrible things to
the kulaks. They were in rags and had to pay five
times more taxes than the other peasants. The Com-
muniat council chairmen beat them lilke doges and
threatened to hand them over to the AVH.

The differences within the Party were obvious. They
were caused by human nature since there are nottwo men
who are similar. Some Conmunists were envious or jealous
of others. They renounced each other, wrote anonymous
letters, The whole country saw how Rajk was condemned

to death.
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Every opinion wes good for three months and changed
continually ag well as the instructions. My youngar
brother, a district judge, had to learn the new decrees
every day. The Communists did not lmow the right di-

rection -- they gropped and acted haphazerdly.

3. The Coomunist Perty members dondemned thelr leaders
gecretly among themselves but, in public they sald

that the Party wae good and wanted to improve 1its work
and make good Its mistakes.

4, I think that the top leeders were not convinced
Communiste. They thought only of having a good life
and lots of money. Rakosl, Gero, Vas, Hegedus ---
were men without any consclence,

C. Oppoeition to the Communist Government

It was not possible to resist openly but, every Hun-
garian resisted in the way he could. The worksrs
loafed or slowed down the production. All of them
kmew that thelr ucte left the country. Many
workers were Jalled for sabotage. In the wagon
factory in Debrecen everybody loafed.

The kuwlaks who had no seeds would plow their fieldsn
without plenting seeds. The Communieta called this
sabotage.

2. The terror was too wldespread at all times. On
Sundays ve had seminars, we hat to attend Party or-

ganizatione, were glven five or six houses eaci To
o there and perform propaganda work or to get peace
oane, We would usually spealk about something elsoa.

3. I did not lnow about the activities of the intel-
lectuals until only recently., DBefore, the gystem of
#rror was too tight and the press dld not tell us
anything. I heard of the Petofi Circle Just bafore
the revolution.

Writers and artists must be free. When these pecple
are put in frames thei:r basic nature and talents are
limited. Their artistic netures turned against Con-
munism because it was like & Jail to them. The in-
tellectuals felt this imprisonment more than the
workers behind machines. An artist wantes to express
and develop his ldeas and cannot work under command.
He 1e above the averapge peregon and sess and under-
stands more things.
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The trues and real writers, like Pgtofi and Vorosmarty,
alwaye voiced the complaints of the Hungarian people,
Last year, the writers could visit the peasants and

the workers and feel everywhere the deslire for freedom,




XII.

THE APPARATUS OF 20WER

A. The Secret Police

l. The majority of the soret pollcemen were gypelec,
scoundrels and tramps. There were also the career-
ista among them and the Jews. A Jew commanded tha
AVH in Debrecen.

I hated the AVH and when I saw a membear on the street
I turned my face away.

The gypsies in Debrecen lived better than the worzers
and the functionarles. They stole wihout working.
Once, the c¢lty declded to place 200 gypslee in a
collectlive on the Hortobagy but none ¢counld be found.
The gypsies, illiterate and eruel, with sadistio
tendencies were the best men in the AVH.

I tried to avoild the AVH as much as possibls. A
frlend of mine, a former offlcer under Horthy,

was arrested by the AVH in connection with the Rﬂi:
affair and I still do not lmow what happened Co him.
One of my pre-war employees was arrested and tortured
by the AVH. He remained unemployed for years and
works a8 a manual laborer today.

8. When Hungery 1is independent the szeret policener
should be put in an internmment camp and put to work
in mines as hard laborers.

9. EBighty per c¢ant of the regular police were de-
cant people who slded with the revolution. Only
the commanders were convinced or careerlst Communlsets.

The police could be bribed and alsc the AVH. In 1051,

& worker and & 24-year 0ld policeman helpaed me to
sansus the kulaks, We had the right to search thelr
homes. A certain kulak owed 20 quintals of scorm in
deliveriens, Weg told him to pend it within 24 hours

to the council house. He told us that he had no sormn
but the policeman found some 20-25 quintals of 1t in

the attics., Ve were supposed to confisecate 1t but I
falt with the kulak and wanted to help him. The »olice-
man geked the peasant if he hed some pige. Finally, he
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greed to take two quintals of corn and we asked
the kulak to deliver six quintals the next day
and to hide the rest in another place.

B. The Courts

My younger brother wae a judge from 1942 till 1955.
Pefore Communism, the Jjudges in Hungary were extremely
honest, They had a decent salary and could not be
bribed. Under Communism, my brother earned only
1,580 forints a month., Finally, he became a lawyer
and earned from 5,000-10,000 forinte & month,

3. I do not know anything about the peoples’ courts
of 1045-47 since I wes In Russia during that time.

5. I was a prisoner of war in Russia from 1945 to 1947,
These three years were extremely difficult for me.
worked in kolkhozes, in mines, ete. I fell sick several
times, starved to the point of eating burned horse bones
or raw cabbage, When I came back to Hungary I welghed
only 80 pounds.

C. The Hungarian Army

1. The Hungarian Army sided with the revolution a few
daye after October 23rd. However, the army in Debrecen
had only rifles and no heavy artillery. The soldlers
dismissed their former officers, elected revolutionary
councils, and new commanders, They provided guards

for the city council., These guards were composed of
one policeman, one soldier, and one civilian,

T was not surprised by the army's behavior. The
soldiers were people like us.

D. One cannot say that the Hungarian realigﬁg about
the Russlan Army. are due to the events of . Be-
fore the Russians came into Hungary in 194%, the
Germans made & huge propaganda campaign taliing all
about the horrors of Communism and those committed
by the Russian troops. This made me even hate the
color red. I only Imew the Russians cn the Ifront
near Dudepeat in 1945 when I was taken prisoner.
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In Debrecen they raped and even killed some women,
They looted and stole food. The gypeies led them
to the houses of the rioch people and they stole
whataver they could.

3. The Hungarian people did not forget this and
their opinion of the Russians did not change sinoe
1045, They hate the Russians, especiazlly the Rus-
glan women, The Russian soldiers received 6,000~
7,000 forints and had canteens whare they could
get everything for half price. Thelr women were
idle and dressed well.

Many Russiane came to Debrecen from Vienna after
the Austrian Pgace Treaty. They had more culture
and behaved better than the troops which cames to
Hungary after Wovember 4. They had few contacts
with the ecivilians; only with the prostitutes who
were the scum of Debrecen. They lived near the
alrport in a separate distriet and pald twice the
amount of rent for the apartments they used, ILater,
a five-story bmilding was given to them by the city
councll, This building wae located in the heart of
the e¢ity. There were 2,000 Russian soldiers in De-
brecen before the revolution and some 10,000 after
jizommisr October 23.

Some Russlans could speek Hungarian. One of them

wes spealking to the crowd on November 4 and stopped
when two officers passed by. Scme Russians acked

where the Britisgh and the American troops were =--
againat whom the Hungarian people had asked them
to come in.

In Ruseia, a Rusaisn officer told me with arrogance
that there was no culture in Hungary &and he did not
even have a handkerchief.

Thare was no resistance in Debrecen, Moat of the
Russlan troops there were replaced by new ones,
They occupled the city by surprise on Sunday,
anamberuﬂ, very early in the morning. The Russian
c¢ity commander threatened the manesgers (factory and
enterprise). He saild that they would be held res-
ponsiple 1f work was not resumed,




E. The Bureaucracy

1. Tha functionaries were good Hungarians but,

in order to live, they had to serve the Communisss.
The Communiets sald that any work was worthwhile
only if 1t was controllad. Thus, everybody con-
trolled somebody else's work. Among themselves,
the functionaries criticized the regime but only
their close friends and neighbors knew this. The
other people werae angry at them since they only
saw them worldng for the govermnment.

F. Eribery was general. A friend of mine was ths
assgistant to the drector of the department opharvesting.
He always had plenty of money, although his salary

was low, There were 6,000 farmers in Debrecen with-
out inclwding the collectives. This man helped the
peasants Iin setting up thelir delivery quotas.

The Hungerian pessants are clever like no one slne.
They knew how to elude any Communist regulation.
Every time they came into the city they would play
dumb in the offices.

¢. The Communists who held power had intelligence.
The peassents and workers who went ahead were above
the average people taken out from the ranks of the
proletariat by the Party. Rakosli was a cultured
men who had knowledge., His speeches were excellent;
Dobl was a laborer who rose from the ranks. Thece
people could make individual decisions in certain
cases but, they had to remain falthful to the Party
gince they always had one foot in jail. Usually,
they waited for instPuctions Trom abova. However,
when urgent decislons were needed they made them.
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ASSESSMENT OF FUTURE PROSPECTS FOR HUNGARY

A. Reepondent's Hopes for the Future

If the preeent situation continues, the old dreacful
regime under which so many Hungerians died durdng
the revolution, will remain. My brother and I left
good jobe because we Gid not want to work for the
Russians. All 200,000 Hungarian refugeee hope to
go back as scon as the Russianes leave. This canrot
be achieved by the Hungarian people alone -- who
will not revolt against the Soviets for at least
10-15 yeara. We refugees and those we lelt at home
expect help from the West so that no more revolutlons
will be needed. Without Western assistance, the
Hungarian problem cannot be solved.

T think that there will be a war between the US and

Russia, cooner or later., I think 1t is unavoidable

because of the Soviet &im to dominate and bolshevize
the worlé. The West must stop them with weapons --

otherwise, Communism will only expand.

B. Respondent's Hope Before the Revolution

I hoped for a war. My brother often said, "I only
wish the bombs would start to fall, as I prefer to dile
or take & chance to live freely.' We lmew that the Hun-
garian Army would never fight on Russia's side in a
war,
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SOCIAL, POLITICAL AND ECONCMIC IDEOLOGY
A. The Economic System of an Independent Hungary

I would put the emphasis on agrioulture, or rather,
gardening. Hungary could be the fruilt garden of
Europe and export its excellent fruits for coal and
iran.

The Communists cnly developed heavy industry anc
spent millions on it. However, half of theiron

ore that we received from Russla was rusted.

We had to accept it and give our plgs 1n exchange.
The enterprises that have to import raw materials
must be closed. Only light industry, such &s alumi-
num, which has the raw materlsl in the country thould
be maintained.

The State farms should remain. I would give back the
land to the farmers -- up to 200-300 holds, The col-
lectives would dissolve by themselves. The State
ghould keep the nationallzed factories but compensate
the former owners. The emaller stores and factories
should be given back to theilr former owners.

I would not approve of outlawing the Communist Farty.
An election would show how many members it still has.
Lesg thzn one per cent of the country's population
would vote for the Commmiste.

C. The International Pseition of an Independent
Hungary

T would liketn see a democratic republic with severel
political parties and free elections. Hungary should
join the Western European Union. First of all, econo-
mically speaking, this i1s esssntial in order to ralse
the country's standard of living.

3. The nelghbor countries should also belong to a
Western European union which 1ls better than & re-
glonal union, Hungary should have especlally good
relations with her neighbors.
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I do not think that Hungary's present boundaries

are acceptable. I suffer when I think of the Hu-
garians who live abroad and who were unjustly sepa-
rated from thelr country. After Bub-Carpathia was
re-attached to Hungary in 1940, the Ruthenlans got

a preferential treatment in the army and in the
achools, I thought that this was an exaggeration,
The Romaniane and the Sarbs mistreated our minoritiss,
while we, in Hungary, treated the national minoritiss
well.

The democratic solution to this problem would be to
hold a plebiecite,
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THE FORMATION OF PUBLIC OFINION

A. I did not hear aboubt Khrushchev's secret speech

to the 20th Party Congress, I knew only what Szabad
Nep wrote about Stalin's mistakes.

2. I knew about Senator HMeCarthy.
3. I only heard rumors that Rakopl lived in sump-

tuous villas, After the revolution, we learned
that his salary was 40,000 forints.

B. What Respondent Read Before and During Commimism

I especially read Mor Jokal. However, under Communism,
the good booke and most of the foreign authors could
not be read eny more. I also read a few Russian books.
To read one wes enough to kmow all about the others.
They were @piritless and atheietic. The same applied
to the Rueslan movies. You would see one Russian movie
and you did not want to see any more movies for twe
monthe.

I read less under Communism because I had lese free

time and there were less good books to read. After

work we had to attend the seminars and to propaganda
worlk.

The workers and the peasanta also reacd more before
Communitm. The only change was regarding the workers
of the ccllectives who had libraries where they could

read during the winter.

It was compulsory to read the loocal offickl news-
papar Nepla the only paper of the county. Ve
shoul ve controlled the artiecles in the papers

gnd corrected the mistelkes but, we did not dare to
o it.

3. In Sgabad Nep '.. ' the statistics f'or the whole
country were published; in leplap only the statistics
for ths country were publi . The statistical datas
were improved" a little for the protection of the
county. The central office re-arranged the flgures
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once more and the Party papers publiched the final
data. We never denounced anybody for furnishing
ue with false data,

We tried to read between the lines %o find out
some kind of truths. When the Communists sald
fiat things were going wrong in the US or in
England, we anslyzed this to be the descriptlon
of the situation in Hungary.

I never read any Western press products.

i, Debrecen had a public library bafore 1945. The
Communists moved 1t elsewhere. At least half of the
books, among others works of the Western authors,
were put on the index or desfroyed. They were re-
placed by Russlan and Communiet literature. The
other books which were avalleble were passed on

by the people in pecret. There was a merket whare
booke were not sold but exchanged. For l2 years
no works of modern foreign authors were published.
After reading one Communist boolk, one did not want
to read any more.

C. I got news word of mcuth from my f#ends,
workers and intellectuals. In 1947 when the Con-
muniste began to seize the power, we gaid to each
other that Communism would not last more than tuo
years. Theese opinions were based on what the people
had headd from the forelgn broadcasta, I had boeen
in the Soviliet Unlon and had seen that 95 per cent
of the people there did not want Communism. So,

I agreed with these opinione. But inside, I did
not completely belleve in them becauge fterror wns
relgning in Hungary. For this reason, the October
revolution in Hungary surprised me.

F. Movien end Theatre

Twice & month I went to the movies or to the theatre.
Usually, after seeing a Russian or a Hungerlan Com-
munist movie I did not go back for a long perlod of
tima. Bef'ore Communism, I went to the movies every
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Under Communism, I did not go to the movies more
than two or three times & year. To see an Italian
or French film, we had to queu for half a day.

The movies I particularly liked were "Woman of Roma",
and Italian movie, and "Three Good Friends", a French
movie.

The operetta I lilked best was "The Gypsy Love" by
Franz Lghar.




XVI.

EVENTS OUTSIDE HUNGARY

A. Ruseia

1. I think that the differences of views between
Party leaders will cause a revolution which will
bring a change in the Soviet TUnion. The statlon-
ing of Russian troops in Eastern Europe and thelr
contaminatbn by higher culture will also be a factor
leading to a revolution, especlally after the events

in Hungary.

2. Free elections in Russia would bring the down-
fall of Conmunism., Twenty per cent of the votes,
at the maximum, would go to the Communists.

3. Some of the Russian leaders are fanatics and
friends of Stalin, the others are careerists,

They are primarily interested in financial ad-
vantages. It 18 & eclique in which people, pilclced
up by Khrushchev, hold the high positions. Rakosl

did the same thing in Hungary.

B. ZEastern Europe

1. Poland ig very popular in Hungary. It is like
a pgister country bscause of the historical Polish-
Hungarien friendship. In 1935, thousands of Folish
rafugaes were harbored in Hungary. In 1942-44,
many Hungarian soldiers, going to the Russian
front, passad through Poland and were halled by

the population in view of the CGermans.

Cgechoslovalkla, Romania, and Yugoslavia are not

very popular in Hungery -- especially Czechoslovakla,
beczuse it is a feithful servant of the Soviet Union,
Theea countries took from us large territories and

this wes very painful to every Hungarlan,

2. Free elections in the Eastern Eurcopean countries
would bring an end to the Communist power.

3. Czechoslovakia has the highest standard of 1llving;
Romenia, the lowest.
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C. Poland

1. QGomulka's government is a puppet government,
just like Kadar's, The Poligh nation is also
herole and freedom-loving. The government will
have to be more and more independent from Moscow,
Only cne spark i1s needed and the entire Polish
nation will revolt.

2. Poland set an aexample that the Hungarians
followed. It increased the Hungarlans' desire
for freedom and their strength.

3. I do not epprove of going only half-way like
the Pples did. All Hungarians wanted complete
independence end freedom from the Russians. They
preferrad to die v: rather than be half-free.

D. Yugoslavie

1. The Hungarisns do not like the Serbs because
they ere cruel and bloodthirsty. In their opinion
T Tto was two-faced, & man without character,
shifting between West and East. I do not think
that he 18 very popular in Yugoslavia because he
1s & diectator.

E. Apias and the Middle East

1. China's pecple are very prolific and did not have
much space to live. China had godl und for
Communiem since large mapses of people were ex-
ploited by a few manderins, Therefore, 1T was

easy to spread the Conmunist slogans in China.

2. T think that Chine is more indpendent from
Moscow because of the country's importance and
weight. The Ruesians do not dare to command

the Chinese like they did Rakosi. In my opinion,
they even fear the Chinese.




5. Respondant had neo opinion about England
and India.

6. I d1d not approve of Nasser's nationalizing
the Suez Canal and brealking an international
treaty. I felt the Anglo-French intervention
vas legal.

Thie intervention hadé no influence on the Hun-
garian revolution., The people in Hungary did
not pay much attention to it.

F. West Germany

1. The West German standard of living is the
highest in Europe.

3. It is true that the Cermans may start a new
war,

L, West Germany's rearmament i1s resssuring for
ug because we do not like the Russlans,

5. The Russians wers wore unpopular than the
Gernans. The German soldiers were more dls-
ciplined. They had more culture., The Russians
were just the opposite. The Germans also com-
mitted a few abuses but not in the barbarie

and large-scale manner in yhich the Russilans
did.

G. Respondent expressed non opinion about the
British Labor Party.

3. West Germany has the highest standard of
iiving; Bgypt and Italy the lowest.

H. The United States

What surprised me most in the US was the fast
phythm of work and the rece of the people after
the money.
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The US must prevent a furthsr expansion of the
Soviet Union. It should &et up an economic block-
ade, boycott the Soviet Union, and leave it slone.
It sho alpo send people who experienced the
avils of Communiam to lecture to those people who
are threatened by Communism,

The West must not remain i1dle and should use the
Bame weapons the Soviets used and hit them baclk.
The Russians do the same when they tale from the
West everything which is good and eultable to them.

3. The US govermnment should not take notice of the
Kadar government esince it does not represent the
Hungerian nation and does &ll of the dirty work
for Khrushchev.

§. The peoplein Hungary would like to see more
Western visitors and they would also like to re-
celve Western booke and periodicals. DMore than

anything else, the Hungarian people expect help
from the West.

T. The Marshall Plan was a program to rebuild
Eurcope economically. The Communist propaganda
said that it was bad so we belleved that it was

the opposita.

8. The Americans fought in Korea in order to
Btop an axpension of Communism.

J. The United Nations

1. The United Nations should have satd sent a
police force to Hungary and supervised free
electliona. Today, it should assure the holding
of free elections at any price.
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KNOWLEDGE OF AND ATTITUDES TOWARD SELECTED PER-
SONALITIES

A. In my opinion, the greatest living Hungarian
is Calvinist Bishop Laszlo Ravesz.

B, Imre Nagy: we held him to be a good H an
espite hip being a Communist. He held the
people, especially the peasantry.

Cardinal gzgenty: he was loved by the Hun-
garisn peopla.

Lagzlo Rejk: unpopuler because he was a Com-
munist,

Gerc and Kadar: the entire nationahates them.

2. Ppesident Eisenhower: he deceived the Hungarian
people and more than onz refuges felt that they
were exploited in this country. Some worked for
more than two or three months for 80 to 90 cents
an hour, when leaflets dropped over Hungary pro-
mised 33 to $4 an hour,

Hammarskjold: an incapable man.

Dulles: he did not help us and is efrald of The
Joviets like 170,million Amertans.

Eden: no opinion,

Truman: no opinion.

3. Mikoyan: a hated man.

:  the legder of s new country which fought
for its Treedom. We felt that he would be on
Bungaryv's plde,

Chiang Xai-ghek: we condemned him for losing
China to the Communists.
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Ferenc Nagy: he degerted the country.

Rooseveltt he permitted Hungary to be handed
over to Gche Soviets after World War I1.

Adenayer: &a good politician who ralsed the
standerd of living in West Germany.

Stalin: the biggest scoundrel in the world,

Malenkov: somawhat better than Stalin; a
moderase politician.

Franco: he belongs to the dictatore and he
cannot be popular.

Bavan: I do not know him.

Khrushchev: he is very much like Stalin., He
Tound out that Communism can only use vile maans
to expand.

T™to: a turncoat and a dictater.
Peron: I do not know him.
Mnlotov: Stalin'e right~hand man and servant.

Churchill: & strong leader and a good Stateaman
ied the Allien to vietory in World Wer II.
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ATTITUDES TOWARD EXTLES AND EXILE ACTIVITIES

A. Charscterization of Escapees

1. The majority of the refugees were those who
felt in danger and could be held responsible for
taklng part in the fighting, A second group in- |
cluded people like me who could have stayed but,

preferred to leave because they did not want to

work any more for the Russians in a Russian colony.

Finally, a emall percentiage came out because cof a

desire for adventure,

Those who had strong tles remalned in Hungery --
likke the peasants who were attached to their land
or, workers and intellectuals who owned a houce
or had a large family and dié not want to take the
risk of leaving everything behind.

I feel that thoss who stayesd at home are better
ians than we and I am doing my best now
to help them with parcels.

At home, they think we did well to get out Binece
they feel we can have a better life in the US.
We never believed the Soviet propaganda about
the poverty in the US. The people at home know
that we can help them by whatever means we have.

2. If everybody had a chance to come to the West,
more people would come out. However, the peacants
would remain.

B, 4 tione d d g

1. I heard of exile organizations. We felt that
they were doing something for Hungary but, we
expected more, We thought of them during the revo-
lution and we felt that they could have obtalred
armed resistance for us, especially weapons ard
former Hungarian gendarmes from West Cermany and
Austria. I think that the organigations did not

do enough.
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C. I did not meet any Hungarians who escaped
to the Weet after 1945 and who, later, returned

to Hungary.

D. 'The people in Hyngary want to lmow whether
the refugees live well or not. Every refugee
has many relatives at home,

3. The refugees should group in one united as-
gociation to continue to fight effectlively for
Hungary and to go back when the country is free;
to build it up with money and experience. They
should go to the UN and to Elsenhower and ask
them to help Hungary.

L, I will do everything tc help the Hyngarlan
people. I sent parcels to all of my needy friends
and to my family.

5. I joined the Freedom Fighters Assoclation.

E. Yes, I want to go back to a free Hungary.




XIX.

AUDIENCE REACTIONS TO RADIO AND LEAFLETS

A. Radlo

The whole country listened to the Western radio
broadecaste, Before I owned a radio set I went
to listen = @&t some friends' house. I listened,
to RFE, VOA and BBC. HFE was the most Jjammed.
Befora the revolution, I listened once a week
and during the revolution I listened every day.
In the office, everybody listened to the Weatern
radio broadcasts and used to say, "They talk &
lot but, do nothing.”

2. Before the revolution we bought & radlio in the
office and, behind cloged doors, we lisgtened to
AFE and BBEC when we did overtime work. Everybody
was very careful while listening. The risk wes
the greatest around 1950.

The broadcasts said a lot and did not do anything
to help us. However, we ks2pt listening to the
broadcasts since we were curlous. We were aleo
zlad to know that the West was so well informed
about what waes going on in Hungary.

We considered BEC to be the most objective station
followed by VOA and finally, RFE,

4. During the revolution, RFE gave us good en=-
eo ement. It often gave us self-confidence
and electrified us. However, we were emblttered
when we saw that no help was coming and were more
and more disappointed as the days went by.

5. I think it is true thaet Western broadcasts and
RFE helped to inoite the Hungarian pecple by holding
out promises of Weatern help.

6. RFE should continue to broadeast into Hyngary.

T. It should broadcast straight news, espeoclally
about what ie going on behind the seenes in Hyngary.
It should play the forbidden songe and Hungarian
plays and movies.
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Programes ahout life in the West are very lmportant.
The radio, however, should not tell sbout salariesa
that rm $3 to $4% an houwr. It should tell the
truth and tell what cne can buy with the money.

B. I have never heard the initials, NEM, and
I have never heard of the 12 Demands,

C. Free Europe Leaflets

1 I haeve nevar never seen a FEP leaflst.

2, I heard about lsaflets from frilends who had
founc them near the border.

3. It was dangerousg to pick them up. JSome were
found near Debrsacen.

L, The leaflets were useful just as everything
that comas from the Weat.

5. FEP should continue to drop leaflets into
Hungary .,

6. 'They should always tell the truth and not

deceive the Hungarian people, They should not
tell about hourly wages in the UD.

D, The alm of the Western groups was to inform
the Hyngarian people about life in the free world
and also to fight against Communist expansion.
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CHILD REARING AND DISCIPLINE

1. A child should be taught to be religlous

and to serve God and his country; to obey and
respect his parents and elders. Before the
Soviet occupation and Communiem, this was the

pattern in Hungary.

2. I favor discipline with love. I would use
physical punishment only when it wes absolutely
neécecsary. The parents should always show a good
example to theilr children since the latter's mind
il very receptive.

3. We were 8ix children in my family. Both our
parents punished us. I wae very stubborm and nome-
times, I oppoped my parents. For example, I would
hide in the attic and not come down to eat and 1
would receive & spanking for that. Until I wan
gix, I was brought up in Hejdunanas by my -
father. I would fight with the other ¢ '

and my grandfather punished me with a rope. Onese,
I fell into a muddy pond with & clean shirt and I
was severely punished for that.

4, In 80 per cent of the cases, the mother punished
the children.

Workers and peasants beat their children more than
intallectuals because they were more tired when they
came home.

5. Fhysicel punishement was abandoned at the age

of 18 for the boys and 15 for the girls; earlier

for the children of workers and peasants than of
intellectuals, The Communists gave more freedom

to the children and discipline deteriorated. "he
¢hildren argued with their parents and felt more
independent. They refused to glve their pay as

they had previously and spent the money on cligarettes,
drinke and girls.

6. EBefore Communism, physical punishment was used.
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When I was in the gymnasium at the age of 14, I
used to fight a lot and was punished by a2 teacher
with a cans in front of the whole class.

Today the teachers! hande are tied, The Communists
abollsghed physical punishement and the teacher would
be fired il he punished the child. The children be- |
came insolent and even the Communlst parents saw |
thet this system was not satiefactory since they

could not disecipline their children at home. JSome

even esked tha teacher to use physieal punishment.

e

7. The characterlstics I value moet in 2 friend
are honesty, willingness to help me when I am in
need, and the ability to overloock my mlstales.

1o ¢



