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CHARACTER DESCRIPTION:

Respondent had a very prim and proper bour-
geois background, and was decently brought
up. She belongs to a class that ig beling
regarded as "class allien" by the Commumnist
regime. Subject had many drawbacke on &c-
count of this, but nevertheless, maintained
a balanced philosophy. S&he was rather re-
ticent, somewhat slow in her raactions.
However, I believe her to have been honesat
and above board in her answers and ploture
given regarding life in Hungary under the
Communist rule. She is the kind of person
who will soon get acclimatized to American
ways of living, becauss she ts to, even
though she is, and will rema at heart,

a very good and proud Hungerian.




II.

MAJOR SALIENCE AND WARM-UP QUESTION

"I hava obeerved that despite the news-
papers and the radio naws, the American
public is very little informed about the
situation in Hungary. The same can be
sald about the American public,before
the Hungarian revolution. I wish that
people could go over and live there,

—under the same conditions we did-for

& very short time, and see for them-
selves what 1t means to live under ter-
ror.

"It 15 amazing how very much frightened
the American authordties and public are

of the Russlane and theix threates of using
the atomic bomb., We can judge this bet-
ter because we lived D the iron our=-
tain andamong the Russlans. We sincerely

bﬂ""
lieve thng thie is only a bluff on the

part of the Russians. My opinion is also

based on what we saw during the revolution!--

that the Russian scldiers, on the whole,

are not herces at all. It 1s only dus to

their immenee mase and huge numbers that 4
the Russlans can achieve something.

Last, but not least, I would like to call b
~gttantion/bo_theiAmerican public that te V °©
time now 1s working for the Soviets, I

can only repeat that the Hungeriang -- al-
though our country is a small nation and
numerically, has been inferior to the

Ruaslan forces -- were not scared of them.
There's snother point to this: we have
:nnwn“thum better than the Western world

oes.
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CHRONOLOGY OF PERSONAL EXPERIENCES, ACTIONS,
%%%m AND EXPECTATIONS DURING THE REVO-

A. "I was worlking at the university 1li-
brary in Godollo when I heard from m{ a0~
workers, on October 22, that the public
gsentiments were riding high in Budapest.

"On Oetober 23, when I took the bus from

Budapest to Godollo to the library, we

heard on the bus already that the univer-
sity students held a meeting on Ootober 22,

iata at night. We also heard about thelr
emands .

"There was & great excitemant bolling up
at the university on the morming of the
23rd. Everybody already had heard about
the demonstrations that were planned, and
the lectures at the university were can-
gelled, The dean of the university let
tha students go and participate in the
demonstrationg, A couple of students be-
gan printing leaflets with their demands
on the hand press we had at the university.
(I would 1like to menticn the name of our
dean here. His name was Imre Mate.)

"The studenta of the university at Godollo,
including myself, went to the town to join
the demonstrations. This was around noon.
Contrary to the former xmikmx undigciplined
and rather rowdy behavior of the young stu-
dents whan going and coming from lectures
and on campus, thie time all of them were
dieciplined, quiet, and extremely serious,

"hen we arrived in Budapest, we c ed to

the streetecar. ever, we oould not go
further than the e ocentral boulevard.
The orowd wes so dense by this time that
all traffic had been etopped. We joined
the crowd that consisted mostly of students,
aiviliane and even Hungarian soldiers. The
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crowd was extremely elated and marched
in orderly fashion toward the Bem statue
on the Buda slde. We had seen the new
Hungarian flegs flying -- with the Rus-
E:En emblems removed. Feople were sing-

We paw truckloads of policemen who also
took part in the demonstration.

"When we arrived m=itkm at the atatue, the
soldiers ntationed in the barracks near
the square wew all at the windows and on
the roofs. The crowd shouted up to them
to join un and also to hoist the new Hun-
garian flag and ramove the old one with
the Russlan emblem. We distributed and
received a great many pamphleta. found
5:30 P.M, we went to the Parlismant Square.
Hovever, I did not stay because I had to
go home. We lived quite near. I wanted
to pick my child from the nursery school.
I sem that the crowd there (a2t the square)
wao terrifric.

"I met my husband, upon my arrival at home,
who, being ccncerned about our son's welfare,
picked up the chlild already from his nursery
school. Ve then, together, went out again
into the ptreet. We heard that the Sgttn
Stalin statue had been pulled down,., ILater
on, we heard about the fighting that took
place around the radio building. By that
time, the mm crowd around the rliament
Bquare grow esteadily, Around 8 o'clock,
Minister (ero held a spesch and this was
recelved with a great deal of 111 raelings
by -evarybody. We all wanted to see and

heer Imre Nagy.

- "Regarding my feelings during the demonstra-
tiong, I can only that we wera filled
with intense joy in hope that finally

- all of cur troubles will come to an end
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end we shall have an easler life when the
Russiens leave Hungary. Nobody wae afrald.
We did not think of any personal consequences
that might result for us, DNeverthelass, 1
remember, a few people cautioned ue saying,
'You never lnow what the AVH is up wo and
they might have their sples everywhore --
even among the crowd. It ie not guod to
show your feelings topopenly.' Nevarthe-
less, we 8till were hoping for the best.

Mo s, Bince last summer and the vents
in Poland, a general easing of the atrict
rules had been experlenced in Hungiry.

"Our main demands censisted of the 14 speci-
fic demands of the students but, rfivst of all,
that the Russlians should leave pry. In
short, that Hungary be allowed to live HivubLe
theltrue and-real- sense—of-a)democratic govern=/"wviy
ment. At that tinme, % from the behavior
and feelings of “he c , 1 do not think that
anybody even thrught of accepting & coupromise.
The crowd was ro persistent in its demmuvis
that nobody we:t home, nor did the peopl:®
disperse ever though they stocd there until
the early hours of dawn. COnly when Nagy t~1ld
them that h: 1s golng to do everything he pie-
sibly can und accept all of the demanda, did
the peoplz start to go home.

"Before the fighting started and in the course
of the. demonstrations, we thought that the out-
come of = all this would result in, at least,
the acceptance of our demands and so that our
1ive8 will be less under duress. FRagarding the
¢emonpstrators! age, sex, and class -- I really
could not say who did not take part in the
demonstrations except, of course, for the Com-
munists and the AVH members. But even here,
I would like to distinguish. I am sure that
meny people who formerly have been Communists,
--or at least, said they had been, had also
Joined the demonstrators.
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"An to the lesadership and organization of

the demonstrations, I belisve that, primarily,
the whole demonstreation started and was or-
ganized by the university students as a peace-
ful demonstration to show thelr sympathy to-
ward Poland and the rest of the demonstration
wab completely spontanaous because people
emelled freedom and wanted to be free and
more free than ever. The whole demonstration,
I can say, was completely spontaneous later
on. The students started to march and the
population of the entire city joined them."

we
B. "While,were in front of the parliament
building, we already had heard that the AVH
had opened fire on the defenseless crowd.
Alpo, we were convinced thet former mﬁl‘m
minister Nagy waa not allowed to freely
“in—-the—begirnming because I had witneesed that
the crowd wes dissatisfied with what he sald
in the beginning. MNevertheless, he was the
only person they put their confidence in.
When, finally, Negy told the crowd o dis-
perse and go home, '"Everything will be in
good order,' ° only then did people go home.
When a truck arrived from the radio bullding
with the news that the AVH had opened fire,
the crowd bolled up and surged toward the
radio bulilding. I believe 8 _ was the rea- .
son for the bloodshed lstartingl It could Vor tw &
have been avoided if the AVH had not opened
fire. Also, I believe that the Tighting
eould have been avolded if the government
had given in and complied, at least, with
& few of our demends. It was certainly not
the demonstrators who started the ahooting.

"The revolutionary slogans came up at the
very beginning of the fight. The Communist
radio, of course, called our Freedom Fighters
bad names all the time -- fasciste, - .. and

an wunruly mob,
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"Regarding the age of the Freedom Fighters,
especially in the beginning, they were mostly
young people, students, and soldiers. Also,
the junior workers joined in. I have sean

S chil ;, 10 and 12 years old, boys and girls,
who aleso helped the Freedom Fighters and

s took an active part in the fighting. Here,
again, I cannot really say who did not
fight éexcept the die~hard Communisets or,
maybe, a few of those people who wore
gcared or who had too much to lose re-

their jobe and thelr poslitione.

Neverthelass, everybody felt with us
and even 1f the women stayed at houme
with their children, they helped where
aver they could,

"As to how the fighters got their arms,
this I can only tell from hearsay.
Friends of ours, and my husband also, ,
heard that it was the regular police

and tha army who handed over their

arms, Also, the Preedom Fighters took
most of their arme from the armament
factories, like the so-called”lamp fac-
tory'in Budapest. Nobody knew that thay
were manufscturing armes here instead of
lamps. It was only during the revolu-
tion that we got & hold of this news.
Also, it was very characteristic o the
warfare of the revolution that we had
saen a great many trucks full of empty
bottlep, Theee were talken to some places
where they were filled with gasoline to
ba used ageinst the Russian tanks.

"Dua to the completely spontaneous up-
rising of the Hungarilans, the Freedom
Fighters wers not organized in the be-
glmning and, even to the very end, there
was no overall leadership. Of course,
saveral local groupes had some leaders



"For instance, we heard that at the
Kilian Berracks, Colonel Maleter had
taken over the command. Then, there
was another group around in the old
fortrenss part of Buda where a group

of 20 or 30 university students were
holding out. Also, in the Buda mount-
ains, there were several groups. Hpw-
ever, we did not lmow the names of
their leaders. We only presumed that
they must have been men who had soma
military lmowledge. We had great hopes
for the overell outcome of the revolu-
tion, especislly when Gero had resigned
gnd Nagy became the prime minister.

"Defiance and embittered feelin® graw
even after the bloodshed in front of

the parlisment buildings. It waes gulte
by chance that I wag not there becsuse
everybody in our house went to demon-
strate in front of Parliament. My child
wag sick that day and was rumning a tempe-
rature, sc, I did not dare to leave him
alone. I only heard the esrii VG welsE
of the arms and the exploslons sincs we
lived quite nearby. Later on, 1 eaw how
the casualties were carried by the lfirst~
aid automoblles and Red Crops cars.

) threw d From the windows

cwelsa, sheets, and anything tﬁat
could be used as bandages and dreseings.
I aleo saw many ehildren,: ' old people,
end women the dead. It was said
that the casualtlies amounted to several
hundreds. I belleved this to bs True
because I saw the corpses otacked uvp in
big piles in Parliament Square., Also,
the pavement of the sguare was full ‘of
blood for a couple of days.

"When we heard that the government had
¢alled in the Russiane, everybody was
terribly upset and embittered. All the
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mnrc_ho gince our hopee were pinned on the
actions of the UN. We lnew hmkxziax then
that since Rusglas had tregted Hungary as

a colony and now having’ 86 many casualties
in comnection with the revolution, the
Soviet Union miiixameiatuipowet would cer-
tainly not give up Hungary and allow her

to regain her freedom. We were sure that
maxithe before November 4, 1t was the Kadar
government that had called in the Russians.”

c. Reepondent spent the days between the
Soviet withdrazwael anf the Soviet invaslon

at home, caring for her chlld and looking

after her household, As ehe seid, seversl
friends of theirs had informed them that

the Russians had withdrawn from the capital, PUT

hey had dug in around Budapest. At first,

they belleved tixiaxhmxizmm what the Russian

command had sald about the airfields baing

oeccupied by Rusglan troepe for the purpose

of evacuating the families and dependents

of the trcops,to be true. The population

continued to ﬂnpu in the sincerity of the

Russlan withdrawal amsixtheyxssw when they

saw that the Ruesians had completely dis-

appeared {rom Budapest. ! However, the news we recelived
wae very disturbing and contradictory. later,
The Russlan high command even fooled the

Hungarian government with the withdrawal

of the troope and the starting of nego-

tiations regarding their complete with-

drawal from Hungary!

"It was on November 1 or 2 when we first
heard about the Russian troops having
been dug in around Budapegt. They re-
turned at dawn on tham November 4.

"I forgot to mention that the Ruselans
firast started to mmxmkistte negotiate



thelr withdrawal with the Hungarian
government in the Parliament and they
gajd that the szacond m negotietions
ehould be held the Russlans and
that is why they called Colonsl Maleter
to take part in the negotiations, He
then was captured and after that, at
dawn on November 4, the Russians started
to im re-invade the city.

"I mostly stayed at home at that time
uu:d.ﬁ for my child. Only once did I
go out to bave a look around the cilty.
I hadl to qiue up for food and do some
shopping for our household,

"Qur decision to leave Hungary came

very suddenly. My husband had taken '
an active part in the revolution and

we lnew after the return of the Rus~-

glans that some bad consequences might

result for ue. We saw thaet the revo-

lution had failed and were sure that

if we smxmmk did not escape, my hus-

band would be arrested. It was only |
on the day before we left Hungary -
that we heard of a way we could usae

in nrgeﬁ to escape. We left on Novem-

ber 16.

D. "Even though Hungary has lost so

many livee, I sincerely believe that

it has gained on the whole. I mean,

firset of all, that the Soviet Unilon

has seen that it no longer/trust the mcaw
Hungarlans and that the Hungarians will

not accept Communiem. Furthermore,

the Wgatern world has also sesn that

fthwx Hungary is an unwilling satelldite,

that Hungary will never accept the Com-
mmist doctrine and also that the Com~

munist doctrine is not & world powen”

which can dominate for a very long time,

even though 1t used the most terroristic
methods. Xmk Last, but not least, I

think that the ian revolution hae shown
prmyedxcke the world ket the true face of
Communism -- that is, that the Communlsts use
beautiful slogans and preach a wonderful doc-
trine, but in practice, it works out qulte
differently and they can maintain 1t only

by sheer terror.,"”
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EXPECTATIONS OF HELP FROM THE WEST
DURING THE REVOLUTION

A, "People like us, who thought more
realistically, did nnt hope for any
military assistance from the West.
However, since we somehow felt that
the West is car for{us, and the ApovVT
Weat does sympathize with the op-
pressed natione, we were gulite sure
that the UN will bée able to, in one
;ﬁr or another, to be of assistance.

is gsentiment was prevalent among
some of the Freedom Fighters. We had
a young ifriend, who, during the fighting,
th o hlirgimﬂtgzd m:.;ke drggrd

e news we on io
the UN sessione -- whether 1&3
being done or whather the UN has dﬂﬁiﬁﬂd
on enforcing the sanctions., We were all
fully awere that armed intervention would
mean war and this T—What nobody wanted

in Hungary."

B. "The buila of our expectations was,
of course, that we lnew that the UN was
formed for the basic purpose of keeping
order amcng the nations and to enforce

the panotions. After all, this, I be-

lieve, was quite logici&l and avarﬁbndr

expected this action from the UN.

C. Respondent did not come into contact
with foreigners or newepaper men, dip-
lomatic personnel between October 23 and
the time of her escape.




SOCIAL CLASS STRUCTURE AND ATTITUDES

£. Hespondent's father was ochlef ag-
ricultural supervisor of the provincial
distriect with the head officas at Szekes-
fehervar, Before the war he earned from
800 - 1,000 pengos This salary asoured
the family a very good livelihood. After
the war, he still remained In the same
ob, but later on, he was dismisped. Never-
helees, he was recalled and translerred
to the Ministry of iculture in Budapest,
where he worked until the summer of 1955,
because they could not spare his special
Imowledge and qualifications and, they
needed him. He, then, at the Ministry of .
Agriculture, was worldng for the livestock )

hruad%:ﬁ section. .During the revolution,
they found respondent's father cadre
filee, on which it was maried that despite
his having a very specific qualification
and being needed, he had to be dismissed

as soon as anybody ie found who can replace
him. He became sick in 1955 and so, he
left his job.

Respondent'a parents owned 22 aoraes of lanc
and a family house at Lake Palaton and a
2=-acre vineyard. For this reason, they were
sald to be kulaks.

Her father was a high school graduate and
had & degree from the Agricultural Univer-

sity at Keszthely in Hungary. Respondent's
mothar was aleso a school graduate

and she had a master's degree in hand ¢ 8
and was teaching 5 schools @

before she married.

B. "I do not think that socizl classes in
Hungary nowadays can be distingulshed quite
strictly. O0fficially, there are three soclal
clagses ~- the Intellectuals, the working
class and the peasantry. Hgwever, due to the
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Communist doctrine, thepe three classes
are very much intermingled nowadays.
Many peasants came up to the eitlisa to
work in factories and thus became part
of the working class. On the other hand,
" many intellectuals had to earn their
living as workers in the factories.
I, per , clageify the Intellectual
. clasg eccord to their education.
Everybody who had some sohooling and
a university or college degree, to my
mind, is an intellectual. Aleo, there
was & time when only children of the
peasantry or worklng class were ad-
mitted to the universitiea. The ehild-
ren of the intellectusls were completely
shut mff out. This never ha ad be-
fore the war in Hungary -~ that a class
could not get the schooling 1t wanted
é# the child had the tal:gzidgupagga in
ungary there were many o en pea-
sant or workers' origin who were talented
and could attend the universities and get
a higher education. It was a pet subject
of the Communists to harp on this -- that
the regimes before the war did not let
the g& ldran of the peapants or the workers
:tuﬂy ut, as I said before, this is not
re .

E

"My contacts HEE&E mostly with the in-
tellactual class at the university.
However, when I spent some time in
the countryslde, I also Asaw & great
deal of the peasants. I can o aa{
that I have & very good opinion of all
the thres classes in Hungary. My opinion
was based on their behavior during ths
revolution. There was no differance
between the social classes regarding their
maxtit participation in aurfpreadum fight.
At that ¢ime, are were nﬂ*fnlﬂﬂﬂ Adige-

- tinotions at all in Hungary. The nation
was united and mutmd wanted only one thing --
freedom. Evan tho, if there had been some
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rﬁvulutiunguvarything simply disappeared.

Even the w
ways favored by the Communist reglme,

hed taken part wholeheartidll in the

revolution.

"To my belief, there is a need for
all the three classes in Hungary, Iif
you oconsider the construction and the
bullding . up of a nation, The in-
tellectual class has to direct the

activities of any nation; the laboring

claes has to work and has to produce;
the peasantry has to feed a nation,
I, myself, feel that I belong to the
intelleotual class. This class was
hardest hit by Communism. Not only
were we oppressed and parsecuted but
ey were deported, considered clacs
aliens, and dus to the cadre gystem

« the arm of the Communist regime was

far-reaching and the intellectuals
were always being punished for belng
members of the wrong class., At the
time of the—go-called—of-ftharszitaxa
the so-called retionalization of the
industries and the offices, 1t was
elwayse the people who had an intel-
lectual clase background who werse
dismisgsed first and for ridiculous
reasons, too."

C. "I do not think that there 18
& great controversy in the soclal
claspers in Hungary nowadays. There
might be some animosity toward in-
dividuals in differsant classes be-
cause, unfortunately, among each

clase, you can always find individuals

class that had been al-

who sell themselves to the,regime thami—

dngﬁ?aently gEFEEth;ZZﬁ?
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"Before the revolution, thers might have
been some resantment between the intel-
lectuals end the wor ¢lass becausa
the Communist reglme did 1ts best to
@lavate the workere and to favor them.
The intellectuals, of course, were per-
secuted. However, during the revolu-
tion, even the elightest 1l1l-feelings
between all social clssgses had dis-
appeared,”

BE. "According to respondent, the role

of clapgs origin was the moat important

in Communist Hungary regarding the chances
of an individual to get ahead. Then came
pelitical viewa and lastly came talsnt.
The Communists liked tc say that it 1is
only talent that prevails, but in prac-
tice, thles was never t.s.

"The situation was much better from 1945

t11l 1548, At that time, the class origin

was not so much stressed. | Bnttl the re- V UvBER-
gime of Imre Nagy in 1952~53, 1t was

again quite good. However, after 1054,

1t became mg= bad once azain and there

wae a elight change to the better after

tha 20th Farty Congress in 1956.

"M8 to what kind of individual could get
ahesad in Commuwnist Hungary, respondent
believad that this depended on the line
of his activities., For instance, she
thought that they were two types of
people whe really could get ahead in
Hungary and the Lirst type was the one
who was & turncoat and who was a Party
member and, or lesast, could talk as i
he were one.and a convinced Communist.
The other type who, despite the bad
class origin or non-professing Communist
views could get ahead in Hungary, was a
person who was 8 scientiet, a prominent



artist, or a specialiet and who wes
needed by the Coomunist regime due
to his qualifiocations.



FAMILY LIFE UNDER COMMUNISH

A. "Commmiem had a deteriorating effect
on family life in Hungary. The maln
reasons for this were because every-
body had to work too hard and Zhm both
the husband and wife, when coming home
from work, were dead tired, nervy and
junmpy. Also, people felt very inae-
cure in theirjobs and in thelr lives
also. In addition, certaln people
nevar lmew when they are belng taken
prisoner or when they are being taken
away by the police and for what reason.
All of this, of course, had a very bad
influence on the bringing up of WE
children, In our family, before 1945,
the women never worked and they took
care of the children and of the house-
hold, Now, under the Communist regime,
everybody has to work in order to make
both ends meet! To illustrate the in-
securés position of a olass alien femily,
respondent told that she was first die-
missed Trom har job because her bacl-
ground was that of a kulak. Then, her
husband was dismissed because his wife
was a kulak, ILater on, he was told to
divorce his wif'e because it would ba
easier for him to get & job. ~ Respond=-
ent's husband is of peasant origin.”
Neverthalese, he was not found to be
politliecally reliable because after
1946 he was & member of the Small-
holdersa'! Party and he was even ex-
pelled Trom the university for that
reason -- that is, because he took

an active part in the Party functicnas.

B, In reference to how children are
brought up in Communist Hungary, res-
pondent could give detalls, eepecially
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regarding the younger generatiomm since
ghe had a small child. When the baby
vas three months old, respondent left
it at a nureery {dnﬂ when going to
work, This, of course, meant that

she had to wake up the baby very early
énd talke i1t to the nursery. These
nurgeries varied, There was the eso-
called district day nursery and also
the day nurseries for the larger in-
dustrlal plante or offices. ene
were the better ones bacause thmy
there were fewer children and better
supervision, There was also medilcal
care for those bables but it was not
very afficlient. Children hersa wersas
brought up under the co-educational
Eyetem. They received dresses thETe
and food during the « These day
nurseries were for children up to
three yeara old. From three to slx
there was the so-caélled Kindergarten.
The political indootrination of children
getarted here. For instance, the child-
ren had to use the Communist greet »
"Porward, Comrade!" They were taugh
to talk about’ Pal”Rakosi, etc. Also,
the fairy tale books were translated
from the Russian and were thoroughly
elanted, Hegarding the classification
and charascter of the nurses and the
Euperslvors in the days nurseries

end kindergartens, respondent saild
that she could not form a very good
epinion ag yat of these people ba-
cauvee her boy was in that kinder-
garten for only three weeks shortly
before they had left Hungary. How-
ever, she had heard that the super-
visors of these institutions were
people who were politically reliable
and Party members. There was also
very much to be desired regarding
¢leanliness and the methods of edu-
cation. It very seldom happened,
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reapondent disclosed, that old fairy
tale books were reprinted. For in-
stance, there was a reprint of,

ST T, Saonune 15 n
ou a rt time because it was
immediataly bought up by the parents.

Later on, in the grade schools, res-
pondent said, the chlldren were drafted
into the so-called, Ploneser Movement.

They wore badges of different distinec-
tiona, different colored neckties, etc.
Religious instruction in the grade
echools was abolished and & ehlld eould
only attend religious instruction clasasn
with the permission of the parents.

This was, of course, marked dowm on the
cadre file, So, the parents preferred

to have the children taught privately

in religious matters. According to res-
pondant's belief, this was (religious in-
gtructions) what caused some controversy
betwaen the school and the homa. Parente :
who cared about the education of tThelir .
childrasn had to explain to them why they
are being taught different things about
religion in school and trled to influence
the children in the right way. Even the
purely academic subjects were infiltrated
with politics in the grade schools. The
pelitlical indoctrination continued at the .
univeralty level. Fwther on, it was con-
ducted by f$he means of seminariss in every
office where psople were working. "I can
only say from my own experience, that 1t
happenad very often that we had to learn
much more about politics and political "
subjecte than about our own chosen coursss:

"During the last ten years there certainly
had beon changas in regard to children
disobeying parents. Thie 15 mainly due

to the fact &hgxk that at school the
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children were alfrefdy taught that they
have the right to criticize the teacher
and the'*parents. Furthermore, the
teachers and the perents were no longer
allowed to discipline their s children
in the way they thought it right.

Of course, it depended a great daal

on the family background and on the
parents whether or not they were able
to bring up their children in the old
way and to enforce thelr authority.

The second reason in my mind is, that
not only have the disciplinary measures
been changed or abolished, but the
ehildren were allowed to criticlze
things that were completely out of
their field of compentency. They were
taught that they were free and algo
that the respect toward their eldexrs
and teachers had decreaped. Young peo-
ple became sloppy in their behavior and
impolite.

"As to which social clase was most af-
facted by the ohange, I really ocould
not tell for sure. I only know that
in our family no changed had occurred.
However, I have heard that the change
was greatest and most alarming among
the young apprentices. Thase jyoung
boys were taken from thelr parents
and were educated in so-callsd stu-
dents' homes where boys and pgirls
were brought together and the morals
were axtremely lowered.

"I believe thet somebody can lead a
moral life without being religious.
Nevertheless, religion glves some
moral baclkground always and some
moral standards to live by and that
i8 why I think it has been B0 dan-
gerous that religilous instruections
has been abolished at school.
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"children of high school age were usually
put into daia:nhuoln by their parents
after the classes and here, of couras,
they were not educated or brought up

in good sense of the word. They
played hookey very often. This is also
a reason why you would find so many
juvenile deliquente among the young

people in Hungary.

"Nevertheless, t©oO mrfbeliar, the ma-
jority of the children in the high
achools who could already distingulsh
between good and bad usually told the
parents whet they were taught at
school and the parents tried to counter-
balance the bad influence of the Com-
munist schooling. Due to the fact
that children had to lead a double
1life, more or less, under the Commu-
nist regime, they became extremely
serious-minded and responsible toward
their parente alec. They knew per-
fectly well which facts and when, they
have to conceal at school amd so
that thellparents would not he affected
in their jobe and no bad mark wesXd be
placed on theilr cadre records.”

G When asked about courtshlp, mar-
riage and sex patterns, respondent said
that she was still educated in the so-
salled old fashion manner., Quite a few
arian families stuck to the old
customa, such as the parents requesting
that the boys visit the girls in their
own homes. Nevertheless, the super-
vision of the young paople Was much
slackened and, very often, the young
people went out alone and unchaperoned.
The whole life and the manner in which
the young people amused themselvee was
much freer. However, in respondent's
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vieaw, this dependad entirely on the edu-
cation and upbringing of the child and
the family background. The fallure of
B0 many marriages that occourred during
the Communist regime can be traced back
to the fact that people married much
too young, according to respondent.

For instance, raspondent recalled that
while attending the universlty, she

had many classmates who married and

who attended the university together
with thelr husbands. Due to loovees
morals, there wap a great number of
1llegitimate children. Respondent

sald that there was a time when the
slogan, 'For a woman to bear & child

iz morknmreexanf & duty and for & girl
it 1s an honor,' wap openly displayed
in the hospitala, for instance.

"Degpite the fact that the governmant

has always made a great fuss about

caring for the family and for the
children, there were many cases when
there was an only child in the family
because paople just could not afford

to bring up more children. There was

a time when birth control was strictly
prohibited and many of the dootors were
convicted for mimxiism performing abortions.
However, imtmeoamy in the lapt year 1€ was
permitted to perform an abortion if &
medical committeexmi had found the case
Justified,

"As previously mentioned, the inmrma=m
mixthe rate of divorces had increased.
Thie was mainly due to the lack of
famlly 1i7e. I 2lso think that the
woman who had been golng out to work
in offices had more of an oppertunity
to be exposed to temptations and to
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get in touch with more male colleagues
and make friends with them. Also, after
work, a woman when she went home, had to
look after her household, cock, do the
housahold chores and ghe was dead tired
by the evening. The lack of money was

a great factor in the deterioration of
family life and marriage. If there

were & couple of children in the family,
the siaries of the two adults were not
enough to cover the most essential ex-
penses. The xxmpezxdwomerrizge changes
in courtship, marriage and sex patterns
came about during the Communist
regime and notiduring the war.

"Prostitution was phibited under Com-
munism. It, elesa, iflourished.
The situation in this field was even
worge than before the war because at
that time the prostitutes at least were
under otrictest medical control and
now they were not. Nevertheless, thay
continued with theilr ﬂlﬁ.ﬁt tﬁm

The official government attltude on
pex matters was typical of the Com-
munist doctrine. On one hand, they
ware &ll out for a strict moral code
regarding family life and the edu-
cation of ehildren and for this rea-
son they abolished pmntitutinnojel on

the other hand, they were prea f;.'?ﬁ
¥im free love which, of course,

a deteriorating effect.”

D. "It was very deplorable to see
how Communiem had also affected friend-
ship. People were frightened of each
other and cne had to be very careful
with whom one was in a clope friend-
ehip. 'The true and old-fashioned
friendehip relations remained only
among the very, very old friends who
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knew eaoh other decades ago. Even B0,
it happerned that due to either Commu-
nist indeoctrination or, for lnstance,
fear of losing a job, pecple Joined the
Communist Party. If thie happened,

the other friend became very cautious
and withdrew, I have also seen that
friends c¢id nofmore stand up for their
friends to a dégree as before. This
was gum because they wers peared for
themselvee or for their familiea. Al-
together, it was very sad to seaz that
you could ne longer trust soma of your
friends, In the last two years, how-
evar, I have seen a change for the better
in thie respect and it was gratifying to
see that perpecution has somehow drawn

people together again.”

Respondent sald that she could not talk
on what her behavior would be 1f a frimm
former friend of hers had become & Com-
mumnist Party member because this had not
happened to her.

E. "The problems of crime, alcoholism
and things like that were ocarefully kept
++ out of the daily press by the Communist
reglme. I believe that the rate has Iin-
creased wnder Communism. We esocaped to-
gether with & former Hungarian policeman
who told us, while we were together, that
the regular police force was powerless
against the increased crime wave. The
newespapers ware not allowed to print any-
thinz on this topic becaupge the reglime
wanted to prove that everything was goling
well within the country. The greatest
increase of the crime rate was to be

found in robbery, thleving and rape. The
reapon for thie vas malnly that the aver-
age persons had lost thelir moral standards.



%:;u, living conditions were 80 very

"I think, as far as I know, the crima
rate among women and especially among
young women has gone up. I do not lmow
how high the crime rate was among the

young people.”

Rgspondent was unable to give any date

about government meapures to stem the

crime rate. Regarding the work of the
regular police, respondent said that

the work they did was not very effective.
They tried to trace down the oriminals

for weeks and, in very few cases,/they VPID
suoeeded. Probably, their methods were

wrong.

"Alooholism, also, has increased in Hun-
gary and 1t wae a sorry sight to see
that very young pangla got into the habit
of steady drinking.

On juvenile delinquency, respondent sald:
: 8 again, was a matter that was jused
hushad up by the authorities. The whole
thinz was punishable but, on the other
hand, it was not entirely the fawl.t of
the person if he or she could not get
work becau people were refused
jJobs due to thelr class aigin. For in-
stance, regarding the mmg Jampec, I
think this was a 8illy, ohildish way

of imitating the Western teen-agar
fashioms by dreasing flashily and
growing whigkers, ete,”
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VII. RELIGION

A. "The effect of Communist rule on
religicus life In ig,%0 my mind,
twofold., First of all, it had a bane-
ficlal effect and secondly it had an
adverse effect. I think that people
who were never - . very religious be-
fore, just out of sheer spite, became
more religliouns and attended the reli-
glous services more than before be-
cause 1t wap prohibited. I had nevar
seen the ohurches so '« filled to capa=-
elty ag during the Communist regime,
Also, people who had deep faith could
entdure much more and it gave them a
certain kind of bacle=bone to practice
their religion and to become more de-
undkm vout. On the other hand, people
who were kept late in their work and
who had to work very hard -- these
people became lax in exerelsing thelr
religion and were growing apart from
the churches.

"I balleve 1t was the Roman Catholle
religion that was hardest hit because
the Roman Catholie Church ' @ most®
strongly opposed the Communist doe-
trine., Hungary had been predominantly
Roman Cathollec and the number of peo-
ple in this church was the highest,
Also, the leaders of the Roman Cathollc
Church did not accept any compromise
from the State and since Cardinal Mind-
szenty was the head of the Church, thils
was reason enough for the Communists to
be mercilessly against our church.

"Communism algo had a bad effect on
the Catholic religion because we

had a couple of Bo-ocalled 'peace
priests! who were ready to compromise.
However, the number of these in our
church was very emall. I do not lmow
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how greatly Communism had affected the
other religiona, such as Protestantism.
and Juwilaism, in Hungary. However, I
think that in all religicons and secte
{uu alwayse could find a few of tha
eaders who were willing to compromise.”

B. Respondant said that religion 18
a less important fector in har l1life
than in the life of her parents. She
18 not so striet about attending re-
ligious servicas. She bellievea that
she is about religlous as the average
person in would be. At home,
she was so busy t she could very
seldom find time to go to church.
Nevertheless, she stresped the polint
that she is religious toa ¢

extent and she also attends church
whenever eghs can,

C. On the function of churches in so=-
ciety, respondent held the view that

in every country the church should be
completely independent from the atate
and should have all of the privileges

. that are granted tc a churah In a
free democracy. To her mind, the state
and the church should co-ocperate in
avery way.

Respondent thought highly of religious
schools in Hungary and she thought that
these schoole have a very important role
in the education of children. However,
she would like to pee the rellgious
schools lees blgotted than a few of them
had been before the war in Hungary. 1t
is very important, according to respondent,
that these religious schools give & relli-
glous and moral teaching to the children
and set up an educational standard.
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Respondent was of the opinion that the
churches should have & certain hind of
respansibility regarding moral codes
and standards in such things as movies,
books and plays. Under no ¢ircumstances
should the churches take &n active poli-
tical role in an independent Hungery,
respondent sald.

"I believe that & country should be
governed by the politicisns and the
Church should be kept busy with chureh
affairs and epiritual matters and
should never interfere with politics.”

D. Respondent could not give any de-
tails regarding to which extent the
Jewish religion had been hurt or in-
fluenced by Communism. gShe sald she
had no contact whatsoaver with Jewish

Regarding the attitudes of Jews toward the
Communism Paxrdy, respondent said that she
believed thie view was greatly divided.
There were many Jews who became Party
members. The reason for this she saw

in the persecutlon of the Germans and

the Nazie and that it was the Russlan
ogcupation and the Communist Party, so
to say, that liberated them. Many of

the Jews, howaver, disclosed respondent,
had finally recognized the true face of
Commumnism but it was too late than to
get out) from the Party. Neverthaless,
there were quite & few of those Jews who
bacame Communists by convietion and who
still are serving the regime. Also,

the Jews being very materialistic, they
very qulckly saw that a good job was only
obtainable if one was a Party member.

S50, they did not heslitate to use the Party
for their own personal material geins,
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Regarding the attitudes and actions of
the Jews during the revolution, res-
pondent egaid that she had heard that
many had been the feelings of
other Hungarians t the reg -
even those who were Commmist Party
members, Respondent could not give
any details -- whether or not they
took part in the demonstrations or

the fighting.

"T do not believe that the Jews in
Hungary have any reason to fear an
independent Hungary. After all, the
regime that has persecuted them --

I mean Nagiism -- has died for good,
go, in an independent Hungary, they
have nothing to fear. I belleve this
is only Commmipt pro of the
same type they used ag t the fescists.”
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THE HUNGARTAN YOUTH

A. "I believe that we should not make
any olass dietincotion rmgpawsdtag when
we pspeak about Hungarian youth. These
young people, from all social clasepes,
between the ages of 12 to 22 or 25,

belong to this category.”

B. "Ib is certainly true that the
youth of Hungary toolt the lead in
the revolution and X heartily agree
with that. It was the young people
who started the demonastratlions and
the fight and who InEkxiimxmmat had

the most casualties, aleo. DBefore
the revolution, the people had
joined and ool part Iin geasions
of the Petofi Circle."

Acoording to respondent, 1t was the

young people who took the lead be-

cause they had less to lose than peo-

ple with families, Also, it was the

young people whose eyés were openad

the guickeat arnd could feel it and

see 1t for themeelves that tha Commu-

fim nist regime 18 not the paradise

2 1t promised to be. Also, the young
people dld not see any future -- how

to pucceed and how to get ahead -- in
Communist Hungery. Furthermora, the

young Hungarian patriots knew that ;
the Communistadootrime im not a—form THE Wiad
of dostrine or state that can be ac-

cepted evar by the Hungarian nation.

"T would like to point out this faot
that the Hungarian youth knew per-
fectly well why they were fighting

and for what. finally zave
their utmost. mmrl for 1t and V_Fnr-:hl
were ready to sacrifice ev

12 uﬁﬂer to attain thelir ultimate
aim,



"Ap far as I can judge there wasn't
nnth:g;in Hnngnrw'ghn tr%rd to 2:&&
young people -~ I mean
older generation was wholeheartedly
behind them., They were proud of
their youth and the parents were
always encouraging thair children.

"Ap to the attitude of the younger
pmplﬂ toward the older ones, I

say that what I haxm had
huard wi&s that the older generation
participated as much as they could
and in the way they could in ouwr
revolution and we respected them
for this.”

C. ©On the schools and aduu&ti:g;l
syetem In Hungary during the e

ten years, ruupundumt gaid the
talle'.ng: "Immediately after the

war, the educational system in

the schoolep and universities in

had not changed yat oli-

tical indcotrination‘yntil 1 WAB
not being taken seriously.y This was
the time when the great changes came
about and the political indoctrination
of children in high schoole and umiver-
sities had ptarted. PFrom my experience
at the university, I can only sey tids
that each of us, especially those who
were class aliens were under the obser-
vation of fiowoewitsiim a reliable stu-
dent who had a good Party cadre. This,
of couwrse, we only discovered after the

revolution. Then, the young people
were drafted into the ranks of the DISZ
and here, the politicel indoctrinatbn
wae set up. These two means of control
were serving the aim to keep the young
pecple under constant aontrol and ob-
servation. After 1948, a great stress



was laid on the political =mmchwanrias
seminsrs which we had to attend and
the subjects hers had to be studied
far better than the regular subjects.
On the other hand, thare ip always
something good to be gained from
bad thing and dus to the fact

that we had to be so completely ef-
ficient on politicd topics, we also
could find out for ourselves where
the snag was.

"The quality of the education at the
university level was good. Thse Ie-
gime tried to keep the standard high
and sinee they lept the old and af-
ficient professors, the level could
be maintained. Of courss, they had

a couple of younger Communist profes-

soras, moetly asslstant professors.
These young assistant profesaors,
who mostly gave lectures on politics,
were, of course, not qualified and
ware chosen only due to their Farty
membership. These assistant profes-
sors were frequently changed mmoctiuck
s since they were sgant out by the
Party lesdership. It so happened
that it was never the same person
who took our exams than who gave the
lectures., The political seminar was
led, more or less, by one of the
students who was a Party member.

The vocational cholce was extremely
limited and entirely in the hands

of the regime. Even if you applied
for admit e to a certain univer-
alty, you never lknew where you were
going to be drafted. It depencded

entirely on which smiwmria university
had spome vacancies or at which of the

subsecy,

B{E%ﬁgﬂ}ggﬁing qualified people.
TR OFESS ps 1]4'.:-.."

-
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"Even if you attained top grades, you
could not use choose your profession

if you happened to be a claps alien.

But, if you were politically rellable
then, even with very low grades, you

could choose your own preferred pro-

fession.

"Re ing the political views of the
professores at the universities, I can

say that the majority was dead against
Communism, Thers was a small minority
who were Party members and, as I said,
mostly those who were lecturing on
politics. Consequently, all of the
oldgprofessors who were not Party mem-
berse, were extremely and extremely
well qualified in their field of science.”

D. "Regarding the afforts of the Com-
munist regime to indoctrinating thn-ruung
paople of Hungery, I can oply say that 1
was openly stated that it costs the re-
gime about 10,000 forints to educate one
student. On the other hand, we were per-
feotly aware whare the Communist regzlime
is taking that money from and where they
made their cuts in the budget to afford
this. They also gave g4l a great many
scholarships for educational puwrposes.
Nevertheless, class aliene had to pay
& very high fee at the university.
ILater on, in the last years, however,
these scholarships were dlstributed
according to the results attained by
the students.

"The indoctrinstion of Hungarian youth
failed mmkiwsipoiwmckmciinxfaxk because,
as I already seid before, the very moment
an intelligent young individusl seecz for
himself that in theory the Communist doc-
trine works out completely differently
than it is implemented, he
cannoct be convineced by that doctrine.




"Also, the parental influence in H

has etill prevailed to & great extaent.

I believe that only those young people

whose parents were convinoed Communiats
h;nnmn attached to the Communist Party

E- “i

"After the 20th Party Congress, pecpla
dared to criticlize the regime more openly
and, for instance, ask questions -- and
sometimes, awkward questions -- at poli-
tical lectures. It very often happened
that £hm at the seminar lectures when
the ptudent asied something of the pro-
fessor, he sald, "This is a gquestion I
cannot answer. I have not recelved my
orders on what to say.'"
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Eigﬂﬂ.ﬁISEATIHEAETIﬂHE AS FELT IN EVERYDAY
E

A. "The reasons for tiuf ti

in Communist Hungary nva

were the u:truma hnrd pe,

tire lack of the freedom of speech.

Paupla nuuahnu. falt thempelves to
enclosed in & tight prison num

pnlitinnllr and lived under constant

fear,"

B. "One of the petty annoysnces in
everyday life was the dally press,
eepecially the H which
printed the mos les and
whose articles were vury annoying."




THE ECONOMIC LIPE

A. "The standard of living in Communist
Hungary was extremely low. If husband
and wife were both e-earners, then,
their wages were sufficient only to
cover the most important and eassential
things such as food and 1 ¥s o
you wanted to be drassed well, ;mu had
to eave, usually, on food. We managed
to have meat once a week and this was
on Sunday. The oost of a good dinner
rnr three people was about 100 forinte.
ing clothes nnd shoes, they were
e in standard by the dtake
atnraa or state ranturinl. They were
rather inexpensive but of extremely
low quality and in bad taste. Also,
the supply was very limited,
we had to have mAde-to-order was neas
imposnible to afford. There “::.;d also
a very acute housing shortage every-
body had to live in cdtenancy. Very few
families could afford 'to have an spart-
ment %o themselves. Aleo, the prices of
the moe apartments were terrific, Even
if you wanted to receive a room in co-
tenancy in an apartment where you had
to shars the bathroom and kitchen, you
had to pay & certain bonus.

"Thers were oo meny things I considered
a8 luxury in Hungary that 1% is diffieult
to say which one to tell. Mainly, tham
these would be the nylon items, & better
plece of clothing or shoes, chocolate,
cocoa or oranges and lemons for my child,
eto.

"The standard of living in our family
haes changed meinly from 1948, It was
pretty good after the war until ™S

ynT&- Then, steadily, it went down.
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"The ges went up and the value of the
forint went down. These very bad condl-
tions alled until about beginning
of 1 wheh revision of the ealaries had
been brought about,”

Respondent Imew & few people perconally
who were better off than others and she
mantloned well-known artists, actors,
and people who were top sportsmen,

These were coddled by the regime and
recaived a very high salary. Regarding
the reasons for the very low standard

of living in Hungary, re ent gave
Ehex peveral reasons, as the great
amount of reparation payments that had
to iﬂ to Russia. Also, enything of good
quality had been exported tc the Soviet
Union and other Peoples' Democracies
which, undar Soviet method, had & common
mariet, For instance, sold a
commodity to the Wast Bo, 2 price re-
celved for this was divided among those
countries who needed it or, 1t wes taken
for reparation payments: '’ Also, the ter-
rific degree of exploitation by the Soviet
Union can be blamed for the axtremely low
living standard in Hungary in the last
ten years."

B. Respondent gave the following in-
formation about her income during the
last ten years: she recelved 1,430 for-
inte per month. She had to pay 50 for-
ints per month on so-called peace loans,
This was abolished in 1956, she said.
Then, the deduction of three per cent
for old age pension was made so that
all together 200 forints were usvally
deducted from her pay per month. In
her field of work, there were no pre-
miums and so she did not receive any.
There were no bonuses, either. CShe

s o R
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nelther did her hushand

both of them were woridng. Resspond
started with a salery of T80 forints.
After five yeare, she recelved an in-
ereass to 1,000 forints and later on,
to 1,430 forints. She was due to re-
ceive another increase by the end of
1955 but did not receive it becauss

was a class alien.

had no secondary anm-rfﬁ.ilmm and
[ ] ¥ .nlt

C. Reespondeant could tell the follow-
ing about the different prices in Hun-
gary before the revolution. There were
very few privately owmed shops and
these were operated only by the owner.
All the rest of the stores were State-
owned, Pricea in the State stores were
always lower. The quality of the goods
received in private stores, such as clothes,
shoes, food, was certainly better. One
ecould purchass commoditles in the so-
ealled commission stores where only
used items (this referred to clothing
or any housshold commodities also) could
be bought. The State food stores had
not such good quality foodstuffs but
they were lebs expensive, Frices on
the free market were higher but, here, _
you were sure to recaeive feeejfood. U [ RESH
The difference, for instance, Was!:

"We paid two forinte for a quart of

gour cream on the open market while

it wae one forint 70 in the State
store., I do not belleve there werse

any changes except the seasopal changes
in the food prices and this dependad
entirely on the harvest of that year.

If the season was good, prices were
low. The situation and the prices
sExfesmibcctaxks on the food market

and of all other commodlties was the
beet before 1948. From 1948 until
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1049 and later, prices were always on
the increase and the quality of the

nntarm was always worse. In 1956 iT wwas foss/ Ble

yoa purchase & rather good quality
.quondn but, on the other hand, they
were expensive. Hmm I bellave the
reacon for thie liees in the fact that
the export toward the Sowvlet Union
had decreased a llttle bit in the
lagt year. The distribution of goods
all over Hungary was not too well or-
ganized, The egituation was not too
bad anyway, always in ths
city than in the provinces. This ap-
plied especially to consumers' com-
modities. Nevertheless, the dis-
tribution of consumer goods or food-
etuffs was not evean it was very

§ 6poradic and badly organized,

"It can be saild that, generally, all
consumer goods were constantly in short
supply. Thia was due only to mismanage-
ment deaplte the regime!s constant harp-
ing of g planned economy. Spollage of
food also occurred ihimx dus to mis-
oerganization since, very often, fhod-
stuffs rotted away in big storage places
%x or in railroad cars. Many goods that
were avallable weremuch too expensive
for the average working man or woman.
Cocoa, for instance, was unavallable

for years."

According to respondent, the black market
was flouwrdshing only immedlately after

the war and there was no black marketeering
like this in the last yeare. She could
not give any further information on this
subject.
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D. Respondent gave the following in-
formation on woridng conditions in
har speclal field of work. She was
loyed as a librarian, first in
tg:ut and later on, in Godollo
at Iqbrary of the University
of Agrarilan Science., This library
was established in the last years
570 the Commmist regime in
and had started ite sclentiflic and
more—expanded work only recently.
Here, in this library, they employed
the Dewey decimal system., Hespondent
worked in the sectlon for foreign
Belentify books and publications,
Respondent worked from 8 A.M. $1l1l
4:30 P.M. with half an hour for
lunch., It took her about three
hours to go and come from her of-
fice to her home. Sometimes 1t
took even longer since she had to
take a streetcar, a bus and/or a
lecal train. Regarding how res-
pondent got thies particular job,
Bhe disclosed that she wanted to
become a doctor and wae not ad-
mlitted to the medical school.
She had to talke up the teaching
profeseion end she started out

ariEmpaorteroash e ssoncdcnons e
by majo in Hungarian and German
(languages). Nevertheless, after
two years sha switohed over to the
library science program and she
recelved her degree in that field.
The job she got was of her own
choice.

The relations with her co-workers
were extremely good. Hgwever, she
guffered much because of the fact
that she wae a clase alien, After
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a at the Dudapest section of the
unii'.:uty library, she was due for

what called ntimliutmmrivr

was Adwestalloved" to accept the job

at Godollo which, of course, meant

a great of inconvenience for her

because it was outside of Budapest --

about 25 miles or so. Respondent's

immediata superior was a man of

Russlan-Lithuanian origin who

held a job at the Budapest Agri-

cultural Universlity and also was

on the ws@erstalff of the Ministry |

of Agriculture. Respondent did not |

maintain a too-good relationship

with this immediate superior of hers,

who was always v nagty to her.

He did not have a librarian's quali-

ficationa. 3But, because he edited

:iﬂmim-ﬂunni:ga agrinultml d%u-
onary, ShEyxix regims

that he would male a good ubra.:ﬁn,

too. 'I:ﬁ man had a Hungarian step-

mother lnew some Hungarian,

Respondent's boss at the Godollo

I4brary was a very decent fellow,

as ghe said. He was not a Party mem-

ber., He was a historian by professlon

but he had been working in a library

since 104G, He was a great linguiat,

also. Respondent's other co-workers

were not all qualified people. In

that speclfic branch of the library,

respondent and another girl were the

only qualified librarians. There

were many Party mmmehmx members who

had no qualifications, whatsoever.
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Respondent belleved that her fellow workers wdm were W ELL
qualified wezw for their jobs., Her superior also

praised her for work well done, but she never received

any official pisce. PRRAISE,

On the Hungarian health and compensation programs
respondent was able to give the following information:
"The vacation program on the whole was a good program,
and the communist regime liked to emphasize that since
this program was established, more workers were able to
bensgfit from it than ever before. Thls was howaver only
on paperi'sg.bn:ause the vacation program served mainly only
the few choéen, and those who were party members more

or less. The prices of these vasations were very low,
but for instance, on purpose,they never took any

married couples along together at the same time.

"The sick insurance program was ¥and, but thls was nothing
=

new since we had an extremely efflclent and cood sick

insurance program before the war already. Here -

under the Communist regime, mumx all the hospitals and |
medisal centers weee under-staffed and therefore the |
doc tors could not examine the patients so thero y '
and this was mainly experienced in dentistry. T |
pension and compensation progrem on the other hand

was thoroughly immoral. Pensions were very low, and

also the majority of the people who earned their pensioms

were deprived of them. I know of many sulcides committed

hz old despondent people. 1t very often happened a

that if someone had a job in order to supplement the

meagre pension, he was immediately deprived of his

pension, !

E. "I certainly weuld have preferred always to live in

Budapest when In Hungary,because I found that the cultural
standards in the provincialz towns or in the auntry-side

are much lower. Also in the capital we had meore ater§ Moucs,
and the mpmux opera house etc. I also think that the general
standard was higher in town, and mm alsoc politically it

was easier to live there."

"When collectivization was first introduced Hungary,

1 did not think that it would work. My beli¥ was based on
facts I heard from my father who was an agricultural

expert. The way that it was implemented Hungarlrz

and carried out @ra was no future in collectivization.

It only meant d’defi:it for anybedy who max took part

in a caéllective farm. Furthermore no collective farmingem <o
be successful if it is .efforced on the members. The

poor peasants who did not own any land have joined a

collective farmVIt would improve their lot. The kulaks,

the so called enemies of the regimewere of course never
admitted to a collective famm, and In general I believe that
the farmers in Hungary were very much against collectivization.’

Respondent heard of collective farms being dissolved
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during the revolution, but as far as she knew, some of

them have rejoined the collective farm agaln,

The reason why they didssx dissolved the collectives 3

was because it was unprofitable and it was voltuntewy Lom | Fl59ﬂ7-

As an agricultural worker in communist Hungary, respondent
would have grufan‘ed to work on a private farm, Respondent
sald that she had heard so much about the state farms

and the collectives that to her belisf it was nlnais

?&tter morally and peruniarily to work on a pxm private
arm,
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A1, THE POLITICAL LIFE

'Before 1948, I was Interested in politics only to the

extent to which the situation in Hungary #€Sbheing
dominated and slowly pushed toward communism. We

at that time s&&81 had high hopes that the Smallholders
Farty might still be able to frustrate ths alms of the
communist party and after the first and only free election,

wwe were very confident that QQ%!Part¥ would be strong enough.
Atyes 'S

Most members of our family had gzme great sympathies for
the Small Holders Partys. All of us of course had a very
bad opinion of the communist partg and we wese observing
with great anxiety the political development, such as
for Instance when the communist party merged the Social
Democratic Party forceably with the Communist Party and
called themselves the Worker's Party. 1 do not know
very much sbout the Communist Party of 1918 and 1919
and Bela Kun, because at that time I was a small chiiﬂ,
anﬁ ngly what we were taught about this period in
school.n

B, "It was qulte evident from the very beginning that
the Hungarian Communist Party did is a puppet of the
Soviet government N

"I do not believe that there were very mss many convincad
communists within the Party. The majority of the Party
consisted of people who either were opportunists or
they were forced by circumstances to guin the Party sts=x
alse those who were out for materlal gains in juinIng the
Communist Party. I met some young people at the University
who belonged to the Communist Party smm and also some
of my colleagues at the llbrary. I have seen one very
characteristic attitude of these party members toward the
Party, and this is fear. And this may be the reason amd- Fo’%
not :Kalitykﬁlb I never heard anybody criticizfer the Party
as a whole. 1f they criticized, y only criticized the
Party functionnaries.

I o know about changling policies within the Party.

In 1953 when Imre Nagy was the Prime Minister, and then
later on in 1956 when a general thaw could be experienced.
These changes of course were surdly Moscow inspired and

1 believe that they wese due to the international

political situation. However, which this was and why I cannot
tell. The changes in "56 came about of course after
the Twentieth Party Congress and after the death of Stalin.
IxdoxneixbekievaxthetxthexbnagxcianxComnistxkasty
tuxoxxexaxxRudxany I do not believe that there were
factional fights #ithin the Communist Party. All Farty

policy changes came about on order of Moscow, and even
there, there is no unity,

Regerding the Party morale, I know too littla about the
Hungatian communist party;all I couldfhas that since 1956
Party members dered to criticizs the Party and the Party
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moxa le, and alsmint out the different mistales they |
are making. |

On the Communist Party leaders, and thelr aims and motives
in Hun?uz. respondent thnuiht that the Communist
Party in Hungary on the whole 1ls & very well organized |
hudr @ the members of which however, are not all
wholeheartedly convinced of what they are doing and
W“‘i hew they are doing./7.It is gsnerally known that the
top Party leaders in Hungary have sent large amounts of money, |
3 in fact fortunes,abroad where they have bank accounts in
different fnraigﬂ banke. Also as it had been generally !
known, Rakosl lived in & very un-Communist likgway and |
|
|

better than any relgning monarch for that mattér. All

Hungarian top communists are Moscovites, and servile followers

of ths Russian Communist Fﬁiiﬁf Some of are Intimidated.
M1'm thinking nolw of Kadar all otharsfare not very A N2

intelligent, I belleve that this is true for all

Communists in thke so-called Feople's Democracy. I belleve

that the whole Rajk case was a trap purposely set by the

Sovliet Communists for him, because he wanted to devlate

from Moscow lines, On the whole, as history has proved,

the Communist doctrinesd ls based on lies and exploitation,

morally and economically, I believe that there is a difference |

between the rank and file members and those of the

leadership. The moreso as there is no democract within

the Party, and there ls a great deal of personal cult there/

1f and when Hungary were independent, I would send all

top Hungarlan communists back to the Soviet Union and

they should stay there forever,#

C., "I do not beleive that before the revolution, there was
any opposition to the Communispnor let us put it this
way, any open opposition.m People wers very easily arrested
for the slightest sabotage, and this intimidated
Eanple. Also people were somehow apathatic, and felt that

t would be completely useless to do so (to sabotage pr

slow down any work because 1t would have no effect a4§119

"I believe that the spirit of the revolution was kindled
by the writers and the young people who gathered around
@ Petofi Clrcle. No writer #or author can write or
create anything under duress, and so it was quite natural
’ in a way that the Petofi Circle became the focus of the
revolution later on. It was here that the political debates
started, and where people dered to express freely their
. thoughis and to criticlze., It was in the Spring of 1956
when those literary,and later on political debates,
wexa became widaly %nown among the public, and maﬁl‘
young people and university students also some of tnllaaguas.riﬁf
. attended those debates and told me about it. Even my boss
at tek the University library has spoken once at one
of thoss meetings. And even before 1956 in the literary
magazina, we could always find something which was new
and which was more daring. I do not think that the

intellectuals on ths whols had specifically new things to ;ﬂy



N 46 /XL

They only farmulated the pews ideas everyone held and

they iust put it into a more factual shape. Mambers of the
Petofl Circle were the spiritual leaders of the

revolution so to s?y, and surely they were the spearhead

of the revolution,

1t was a very old fashioned view and I do not hold it
that the intellectuals are not down to earth and
pratical pegple, 1 hava the 2rnlteat esteem for the
older intellectual class and these pﬂ:ﬁia have shown ht
that under the communist regime when were deported,
they could work under the hardest conditions and could
show a great deal of backbone. i
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X11. THE APPARATUS OF POWZR
e

A. Mo my mind, anybody who was a member of the AVH
was 8@ man or woman of extremely base character who
haWEke sold themselves for material gains, ard have
undexrtaken the torture of innocent people, am to
carry out this repulsive mettes=uf police torture and inves-
tigation. In our familzlmy husband had a closer contact '
with the AVH police as was arrested for an alledged
conspiracy In connection with his activitles within the

U—W’tﬁ" peasants union. He{lonly in a so-called ax preliminary

A arrest, pend the investigation, but nevez_the-Yass

he was tortused plenty. He still carrief the scars on his
leg for instahce where they burned him with cigarettes. #f

I
NsSince at that time he was not yet my hiésband, I cannot |
Eivn anymore details about the treatment the AVH gave |
im when he was in prison. 1I've never heard of any AVH |
mén who wanted to leave the AVH force, or who suffered
remorses. Neverthless, I knew that some young people
of the AVH force were not by choice members ug this
hated organizatlion, because of the boys who were drafted
in the Army were simply assigned to unit. n

"1 certainly agree with the opinion that life in
Communist Hungary was a constant anxiety and fear for many
people. You never know when and why you might be
arrested due to an enemy denunciation by & so~called friend,
or for having dared to criticize the regime, and you
were overheard by somebody. The general situation was the
worst before the first regime of gmru MNagy, and
haxingxpraxadhad improved hI 1956, At present, as
mﬁ people write from home, it has switc back to
the fromer reign of terror and intimidation, and
many people are agaln re~arrested."

"when and if HungarI is indepﬂndantfé:;r, I do not know
what you could do with ths AVH men because their number
goes into the thousands. However, I think the fairest
way to deal with them would be to put them before

a8 very strict and fair tribunal,v

"As I mentioned before, I am sure that there are many

who are innocent of any atrocities, but on the other hand,
I alsc am sure and I know that the réng Adeaders merit

a very severe sentence. I certainly would not be lenient
with thoss,/

The regular police behaved completely differently from the
AVH during the revolution as it is well known, many of the
regular pollce have elther deserted or handad over their

. arms to the freedom flghters and also tomk part in the
revolution. The regudlr police was decidedly against
the AVH. 1 personally believe that communism had a deteriorating
effect on the regualr police force because first of all
in the way they speaking with the people, and how they
handled the crowd. In the old atimes, they were polite and

nice mannered, now te bepetsl—Sfemes maa that they hasthaan CsS =
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us-ing, I could compare them very well with the Austrdan
police force. How nice they were. And the regular police
under the communist regime was educated and brought up in
that rude and brutal spirit. As I have previously mentioned
we céme out with a policeman from Hungary and he told me
that the over-all competence of the regular police was

not very good, I do not know whether or not they wers
honest. Hagn:d my personal experiences as to how the
:ugul:r police behaved during the revolution, I can
only say that I hava sesn it forx myself duri the
dpmar aku demonstrations for instance, how were
whole~heartedly with us and also I heard from my husband
how they handed over weapons to the freedom fighters

and fought on their side.

D. All courts in Hungary before 1945 had the reputation

of being absolutély above board, very just,and administered
Jus tice without any blas. This was of course not the cass
with the courts, since then, and under the Communist regime,
since politics were prevalent even In justice. Cases

which had nothing to de with politics whatsoever,~

1'm thinking of economic matters, were also by some trick
or other declared & political crime. It certainlym must
have been an extremely difficult thing to be a judge
because he was also under constant duress and he could

not act according to his own convictions.”

1 know that the People's Courts in 1945 and%ﬁ’ were
set up to deal with political crimes, and I also know
that these courts acted under instructions of the
Communist Party. At the time when the People's Courts
had passed its sentences on so mngy political prisoners,
I was still a youngster and therefore I cannot volunteer
any opindon whether or not these sentences were just., '

B% E. "I beleive @& this is a misconception that feelings
of Hungariana about the Russian Army were due to the events
of 1845. I go even further, The experiences of the

First World War that the Hurgarian nation had with the
Russians, wasn't bad either. The dislike of the Hungarian
people of the Ryssian Army can be traced back only and
entirely to the Russian Army's behavior in 1944 and'45

when they occupied Hungarg under the pretext of "liberation/'
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We had first hand experience with the Russian occupation
army in 1944 and '45. when they came in they were

extremely primitively equipped and not atfmechanized  ac

A4S compared to the German Army, and as soldders on the whole,

they were a very backeard uncivilized Asistic hoxde,

afls n the first combat lines have faasad our village,
the others who were billeted in our placep went out continuously
to loot, to the women and etc. On the whole they
were a very“cultured and uncivilized lot. Our opinion

of the Rugsian army has not changed since. The Russians
were billetfed Iin our house and we were evacuated. Of
course, due to language barrier we never talked to them
and the when they needed lnmuthinia they just took it away
and never pald for it. This wsas '453. Later on also,
quite until the outbreak of the revolution, ths

situation was about the same. We o8 had no coatact with
the Russian occupation army whatsoever, but it wes generally
know that all %a% those Russians who stayed in H Ty

for a longer time, and especlally thom who had the
families with them loved living in Hungary and hated to
leave it., Some of the older soldiers openly told however,
that life in Hungary is much better than in Russia,

and I recall a case where my father talked with one of
these older men who was an agricultural expert also,

and this man again stressed gﬁw much highar the

standard of living in Hungary {ﬁ&ggmparud to Russia.
g

Regarding the attitude of the Russian soldiers dur the
revolution, that is in the first days of the revolut on,

all I canlis what I have seen, that they were terribly scared.
The whole revolution seems to have taken them by surprise,

and somehow they couldn't quite grasp the idea of what xh

has happened to those people among whom they liked live

and were living unmolested. As I was not out in treets t
during the fighting, I cannot give any information

raqarging the behavior of the Russian troops during the

:i:nlutiun or ths diff&r&ncia batw:;n off c%ﬁﬁlﬁ“%au Boias
?tnmiﬁi%%ﬂn;ﬂnﬁanrgﬂaauinaﬂann‘i?irtlzn'%nps that have been withdrawn

and those that have been brought into Hungary on Nov. 4th.
These new forces consésted of duite young T‘ boys,
about 16 or 17 years old, some wih of them didn't even
know Russian and all of them weme completely at lossm as
to where they were. They were told t they had come

to fight Fascists and that they were sent to Germany.

1 have seen personally two cases of individual brutality
by Soviet ﬁugdiars toward Hungarian civilians during the
fighting and this once 1 saw them shoot at a small chhld
in the street, and then an old man was also shot by them.
He was queulng up for bread. Both cases were just the
actions of trigger-happy Russian soldiers.'

"I have also heard of many civilians being killed by Russian

soldiers who did not carry any weapons and only wanted to
¢cross the bridges.

£. The library of the Unlverslity of Agrarian Sciences where
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respondent worked, belonged under the jurisdiction
of the Hungarian Ministry of Agriculture. The President
of the Trade Union for the Unlversity wes represented by
section chiefs. Each sggclfic section of the University
had its own chief, and these again had the so-called
group heads.under them. The Trade Unlon people were not
all on the Par:zﬂline. only the top leaders, and in
every section y had a so-called confidential representative
whnrzapt an eye on all the people who worked in the office
or library. The top trade union man was not an expert
im but he had his deputy who worked instead and for him.
This was the man who was an expsrt. Usually the adminlstrative
work was carried out by a typist, she at the same time was
the so-called confldential representative. She mostly did
only administrative work. If such a person was a Party
member, then of course she kept up close contact with the
Party also. The Communist Party had a similar organization
which waa as they said "built in"™ into the University staff,
People however, wera not a of this fact, and only when
the rationalization of the|miaistesrs came about, did they ﬂm vy *-,'-fhr:b
find out. People who belonged to the Party kept pretty
much to themselves, They attended the Party meetings, but '
never talked about them, They were in a special class
by themselves.

Office discipline was strictly enforced, amnd everybody had
to be on times However in ast two or three years,
the office superiors were mo enient in that matter,
and they knew that panfla had to come by train and that
the trains weee often lata,

Respondent ddd have the feeling that the top functlonnaries
weree especlally hard qnfhar. and this due to the fact that
she was allclzss aléen,/the daughter of the Comgunist Par ty
member for instance was promoted over her head. She was
formerly a htw® worker in ir dresser shop, and has no
qualifications whatsoceve work in a Library. Respondent
mertloned one boss of hers who was the chief executive of

the Library. He was not a Party member in spite of that
fact, he made & point of looking out for his people's interests
This man was smart enough to represant the interests of the
library in such a way that he was also abbe at the same time,
to quard thh interests of his emplovees.

F.J%hu Communist Party has blamed the regime before 1945 .
that they were exercising & great deal of depesizaF and me VEPOTIS/
such like. The Communist Party however did very much the

same. In fact it was even worse. Nepotism was exelised

mostly of course on the Party Line, I also heard of bribes

heinﬂ accepted at the housing commisséén office, and

by the local Party counclils, especlally in the Provinces.

But I never heard that you could bribe anybody at the AVH,

If found out an official who accepted bribes was immediately
dismissed, but due to the terrific corruption that reigned

among these Party members, I do no t think that the¥ found

it out very often, mwfesscihaxiacwsaxgd The reason for the

increased corrunticon durina the Communist reaime can be found
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in tha wvery bad and very low standard of living. People,

and Eiﬁecially the more simple minded people had entirely

lost their bearings, and they did not know anymoze wHat is
right or wrong. The personnel of a retaurant for instamce
stole the food whereever they could and whensver they mam
could, It was on the whole not condidered a crime to steal
from thalatate becasue the State was exploiting the individual
so much.,

G." do not believe that any member of the Secret Police

had any talent or Jintelligence or was efficient., These
ﬁeuplﬂ wers ﬁimitf“@ducatad. untntelligent people who

ad inferiority complexes for some reasom or other,

and who again for some reason did not get any decent

jobs anywhare else. As 1 sald before, the ve sold them=
selves for the terrific wages. They had their own PX

shops whers they could purchase good commodities for very
low prices and for instancs foodstuffs that ewsm we never
had seen for yeers and years llke oranges, lemons etc.
Among the Army leadership I am surem they also had a couple
of Party people who were planéed there, but on the whole,
thaz had to keep some of the old reliable and efficmiient
military lemders. Regarding the Russian leadership, I think
that they mostly and primari}ly had to stay on the Party
line. On the other hand they also must have been good
military experts becamse the whole Soviet system is well
organized militagikly./f

In the field of bureaucrac$, I can only say that everywhers,
the Party line was the most important factor, and not
efficiency. Shortly before the revolution, this was aven
openly discussed by the newspapers.»
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XI1I. SSE QOF F PROSPECTS FOR H |

IN my opinion I don't see any changes in Hurngary in the fore- |

secable future, regarding her internal policy. The ‘

Kadar regime is reverting to the Stalinist 1 , and

is keeping its Eusitinn by sheer terror and persecution. |
t is a very small reward for the Hungarlan |

nation to know that the entire Western world had finally

found out now that the Soviet's zusuhdsdoecin ardent aim

is word¥domination, Thersfore, maybe this unbearable

situation which Erevnils in Hungary now,wlll not last for

very long, and this is my sincerest hope also. What 1

wish for 1s that thsWestern powers would take over the

initiative to put an end to the Soviet expansien policy,

and take over the mangement of the world. The attitude of

the Russian policy 1s very unpredictablikg. There are

several ups and downs tending toward leniency and then

again to more strict enforcement of the doctrine,

and maybe thls will happen again sometime.

I do not believe that any compzomises would be acceptable
for the Hungarians @scept a complete and true independence,
As to the means whereby my hopes may be peallzed short

of war, I gsee only very severe mmi® diplomatic and pélitical
reprisalsl/against Russia. Everybody like myself would like
to see this problem solved withoutx war. Short of war,

no diplomatic means can be used against the Soviet Union
unless it is very strong, strict and perseverant. The
internal changes in the Soviet Union are swinging back to
the Stalinist line again, but maybe something or some
deviation might occur in the sateifite nations.

B. Before the revolution during the last couple of years,

it was fervently hoped by the majority of the Hungarians
that Imre Magy would be brought back into the Hungarian
cabinet, add that Gero would not remaln there. This was

a solutioen that was generally expected and even the
newspapers have had to write about this pesisdsmxxx. Since
Imre Nagy #inéss 1953 has won the confidence of the natlon,
it was generzlly believed that a solution like in Yugoslavia
could be brought about with a gradual liberation. Nobody
gver thought thet a revolution would break out in Hungary.
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XIV. $0CIAL POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC IDEOLOGY

A, "1 would like to see a democratic government in its real
and true sense In an independent Hunga:x. The main emphasis
in ary ought to be put on ?rnuing of frults and
vegatables, ard also breeding livestock. I do not believe
that Hungary should continuke to grow wheat. 1 also of
coursm would discontinue the several branches of heavy industry,
but woulyd like to see the light industry developed to a
Erunt extent. On the whole only those industries should

e kept for which we have ample raw material in the

country and do not have to import it. If the communist
regime were overthrown in Hungary, I would leave the large
national enterprises or Statem enterprises in the hands

of the State such as all communicatlons, then the mining

and power statlons. The smaller enterprises should go k=
back into private ownership and so should the industry and
trade. Regarding the State farms, if a State farm had
been made up by smallertﬂiupertle?; it should be given back
to the owner. Some of State farms should be kept as
experimental farms as it has m been in the past before

the war. 1 would also woiE® 1ike to see the cooperatives
being dissolved and the land being returned to the rightful
owners, Certainly if and at some places the cooperatives
wish to remain, then they should but under an
expert and adequate leadership.

1
"1 think that 100 acres would be a ggud whao ﬂlﬁtﬁ:ha
overnment should allow that an individual person or
amily may own. hexwise)I would put no restrictions
on other sssetsfSuch as houses for instance.h

Respondent would like to see a democratic, neutral,

but Independent cevernment in a liberated Hungsry,

The form of the State that she would like is a Hafublic.
when asked under which kind of governmemt she would prefer
to live in a n independent Hungary, she chose the first form
the one that grants all ursnnalr¥rnadum and rights, because
as she said “after all, the main thing is that you have i
liberty and if you are free you can work well, and you don't
mind so much even if you are working under not very ideal
conditions. I do not think that it would be necessary to
outlaw the Communist Party in an independent Hungary

because the Hungerian people know now very well what
communism means.

G. The international position ¥k respondent would

desire fiq for an independent Hunﬁr worE—F—iesire—for

HafaTy is a situation which 1s s iIar to Austria-

complete neutrality. "Hungary has always been a buffer state

all the time im history and back to the 12th century. e e
Now after years and sufferings, Hungary would really mer+tPLSE

to live abaa:eful,~==:==i_and constructive life."

Respondentyideas on eelations with the USSR , East European
states, thz pest of Europe and the -ﬁiﬁ‘g were as follows:
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"1f Hungry is a neutral state, then of course I
would not want to see her have any military relations
with any of the afore mentioned countries. I would
like to see Hungary have economic and cultureal
relations with e Ibud?, but with the proviso
?ZE%I t is belng kept on a very fair

W o thui;ﬂ‘ Russie
3 8i6. L also“think that it would be useful to

&

el

have cultural rekations with the Soviet Union for
the mere fact that the Soviet Union should see what
4 new Hungary can be, and how life under a free
demogratic regime can work out,

Respondent had heard of the Danublian Federation before
and she thought that it weuld be a very qgood idea if it
could be devised so that 1t also works. Furthermore
provided that it is kept under a strictly neutral
basis. "I belleve that it is extremely desiralble that
between the Sovlet Union and the Western world there
#houXd be a large buffer state and not many small ones.
This must be & unity so as to put amessmd barrier

to the Russian expansion policy. I am sure th# this
Danublan state federation could be established if
worked out by able politicians."

Regondent was of the opinion that the general feeling about

@ Dabublian Federation in Hungary is very favorable.

Her opinion as to which states she would like mk io

have included in this federation, she said that

Auﬁtril-HuniérX and Yugoslavia would be the best.
wohe #did noit like very much having Cechoslovakia,

and Bulgaria participate also. MNevertheless,

she doesn't object to it if tﬂis would be thke sine qua
non,

The present boundaries of Hungary are unecceptable for
respondent and she would like to see some ajustment of
the borders which could be solved by means of an
international committee or international arbitrating
body. Also a plebiscite would be acceptable. The

main aim should be that all people of Hungarian
nationality should live within the country. Respondent
wa&s much concerned about the problem of Hungarian
minorities living outside Hungary because since the
general thaw last year in Hungary she had heMad many
things“ﬂg’tulﬂ by trlends from Rumania and Chéchosloveakia
how the Hungarian minorities were treated there.

The whole problem of the Hungarlan minorities is very
impoxrtant to subject.H She is especially concerned with
the fate of Hungarians who live in Transylvania,
presently occupied by Rumania. She does not think that
the Hungarian minorities there are beingla fair | Gives
traatment as she has heard from her friends visiting
from Transylvania. Also she believes that regarding the
peint of view of the whole Hungarian n&tion and

Hungary itself, it is very important that the Hungarian



minorities should live within
Hungarga

the boundaries o
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A, Respondent confessed that though she had heard dout
the Twentieth Party Congress she did not know anything
about the Secret Speech of Khrushchev he held at
this Congress. She explalined she was happy when
she had nothing to do with polit and was not very
much interestaed in it anyway. Respondent also
did not hear anything about Senator McCarthy and

2 the activities of the un-American activities committee.

Of Peron, she only knew that he was a dictator in
Aggentina, but did not know anything about what
caused his fall.

Regarding Rakosi's prévate life, respondent said that
very little was divulged by the authorities regarding
his private life. Only during the revolution did

people get hold of soma news about how he lived and

what sort of an apartment he occupied., Respondent

was of the view that it was very characteristic of

of the one of the Communist leaders that although

he tried to make Hungary a Communist State, and tried to
enforce the Communist doctrine, nolens volens on the
Hungarian people, he lived in luxury as befitting a Prince.
He also took good care to put himself in the limelight

N some cheap and corny action. He also
was well known to practise nepotism, to a great
extent, and it has been generally known that his

relatives were planted in all importat posts In Hungary.
It was also rumoraed about his wife tha she is only a
planted spy who was selected by Moscow to keep

an eye on Rakosi.

B. Respondent was too young to give a picture of what she
had read before and during the war regarding her
reading habits in the last eight to ten years she
disclosed the following: "I have read very few newspapers
for the exclusive reason that I just hated the way
they dished up the nsws. I especially disliked the Szabad
Nep, with its slanted editorials and news commentary.
The Magyar Nemzet was much better in this respect,
. I also have read the literary magazine, Hegarding
other literature, 1 mostly read tlke Hungarian classlcs
and Western authors in translation. 1 never read
angthing by Russian authors because I just couldn't stomach
their style. Some of the Russian classics however 1 did
read. In the kast ohe or two years 1 also read Hungarian
el 7anihaxs who came out in reprint., For instance smux Aron
. e "% Tamassy books, However, I did not read the works
of these modern or new Hungarian authors who wrote
as the rmegime demanded agg whose books wera full of
propaganda and were verylanted,"

"I distrusted the Hungarian Communist press because of
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the pack of lies they were putting up day by day,

regarding agricultural grudu:tiun. industria )
production, about the plans for milk feemeat/and stc. PRICE 55, b
We were fully aware of the fact tahat these ars |
only a pack of lies. The only parto f the n8wWspapers ‘
I did trust were the Farts that referred to literature -
and the sports news. !

"1l handled quite a lot of publications from the

. USSR and the other satelfites at the library where
1 worked, These were of course mainly h rﬁly
specialized magazines referring to agriculture

. mostly. We also were allowed to order some of thosa
periodicals or magazines from abroad. However ths
amount that was_appropriated for that purpose was
always kept at lowest possible. From Russia
we were allowed to order as much literature or
magazines as possible. We bad to apply for a special permit
from the ministry if we wanted to order any ilestern
magazines or text books referring to agriculture etc./

"Books that were put on the illegal list in | ary
were of course surredered by the public librajes

and destroyed., Some part of them however, wasd kept

by the libraries with a special permit. These

were ga:knd in large cases and locked., For

example that all books thi referred to or treated the

Rajk case were packed away and also when the anti Stalin
campalgn started, Stalin books were also packed up.

As a rule 1t was the duty of the communist party

member to collect these books and this was never

the librarian of course, and to submit them to the
authorities, Also for instance whenever a chanﬂn of heart
came about In the Soviet Unlon, about certain things

we had destroy and replace certain parts of the Soviet
encyclopedlia which was issued accordingly.”

+“People on the whole very sdldom submitted books from
their private libraries. Mos t of them kept them hidden
and retained them 1n_3§5%ﬁi$§?5asninn. Some of th&mi
I

& coupbe of books ea==e— surrendered to show the
good will."

Respondent disclosed that she always gat news by word
of mouth from people she knew best and good friends
a and co-workers. These news were of course mostly

political whexe were heard over the Western radio.
Respondent was of the opinion tha this news, getting
around by word of mouth was quite rellable and it

. was only the communist press that made a big ado about
it, that people are conducting a whisparing campaign
and passing on exaggerated news."

Respomdent always passed on news by word of mouth wheneer
it was possible and thls she passed on to friends and




N N/ST

redatives. "During the past twelvatﬁiars it always
was the main topic whenever two or ee people met to
discuss the news heard on the Western radio because
nobody ever believed the Hungarian communist press.”

Fs Hﬂgardin% respondent's general cinema and theater
habits, she felt that she was much too busy and had to
work too much, and did bot have much time to attend
cinemas and theaters. Besides in the beginning of

the Communist regime in Hungary every movie or play

was s0 infiltrated with propaganda that she just hated
to go and see it. She prefered the so-called classics
or comedies, Here she mentioned that it was amazing ha
many times the writers of the sketches and comedies
dared to ctiticlize the regime and ridicule it. However,
she thought highly of the Russian ballet which was
extremely good in her opinion, and also the fi

dealing with the Russian ballet which came out in

color were extremely beautiful., The colors were good,
the actors werse bad., She ught they were always

ham actors. Among the Hung pictures there were

a few which were qulie good, especially in the later
years, #From 1955 on several Zkkaim Italian, French

and British pictures wers presented in Hungary. These
she liked very much. The two plays she saw during thelast
few years and liked best were Ibsen's Nora and

a play by an Italian author whose name she couldn't
reaall. Also she loved Shakespeare's R®meo and

Juliet. Among the two movies she liked best, the
Jtallan film g called Girls of Rome and a French
picturse Infise=l Women.

'-"'l"-""qul' T!‘I ,F'uL
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XVI. SYENT'QUTSIDE HUNGARY

A. Regarding thes chances of changes inside Russ#a,
respondent thought that she does not believe that

ahere is much hope for swk this even though the

young people had started a ferment exen thers

after the Hungatiﬂn revolutdon, but\[the :‘.:u:munist\lEEr RUY =
regime over there 1s keeplng a@ very tight watch
especlally now, so as the events in Hungary should

not be repeated any where ebse. Respondent did

not beleive that ahy revolution could break out

inside Russia. The énly way she believes that

some changes should occur is by means of slow evolution.
The reasén for this respondent saidm is because
communism had been discredited now in the West and all
over the werld during the Hongarlan revolution snd

the Hungdrian revolution has started a process which in
the long ran cannot be topped. In due time, all
pecpla's democracies will strive to become independent
from the Soviet Union. In the end the Boviet Union
itself Wil_é become incapable of maintalining the
Communist Tegime.,sx

Respondent themgki firmly believed that had Russia
a8 free election, the nation would certainly turn againat
Communism if the election would indeed be free.

In respondent's opinion the top leaders of Russia

are the mn who, in order to get ahead and in order

to safeguard there own careers, are using effective
propaganda and utmost cruelty to enforce the communist
ideology throughout the world. "Maybe I am biased but
I wxmxkyx very much doubt that there is real convinced
and idealést communists among the top leaders of
Russia. Marbe they are only one of two, because if
someonojreally does know communism and its methods
cannot possibly approve of i it, 1 see the
difference betw2en the Hungarian and the Soviet top
Communlist leaders in the fact that the Russian

leaders are thexmmimxwsxa masters and the Hungaian
ones are thekfr slaves. Xha Either they do not dars

or Soviet Russda does not let them go their own ways.
This might be the only explanation for the fact

that the Hungarlan Communst leaders are so servile
towards Moscow.
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B, The relative popularity in Hungary of the other

nations of Eastern Europe, respondent put in the
following order: first Fﬂiand. then Eastern Germany,
and tzechoslovakia, but only until tha reveolutien
because at that time the Czechoslovaks behaved abominably
towards Hungary, then comes Rumanla and Bulgaria.

"The Czechs, sald resgnndunt have disapproved offf

the Hungarian revolution and stood uEafnr the Soviet
Union. I also have heard that they have refused xh
mfentry to Hungarian refugees, The preferences and
dislikes of the Hungarian people are always directed
against the people because the governments are about
the same averywhere in tdh_satellite nations. The
great sympahhy towards Poland is mainly due to their
mutual fate and the same sort of history as Hungary.
On the other hand everybody regects Germany in Hungary
becamse thay condider the Germans the only real a
staunch enamy and a bulwark against the Soviet Union."

Regarding the free elections in the above countries,
respondent was not so sure so0o as to glve an answer as

to which country would completely turn away from
Communism. The only nation she was quite sure of were the
Germans.

On the standard of living, % respondent had the

following opinion: Eastern Germany probably had the highest
standard of living, and thils is about the same in
Czechslovakla also, followed by Hungary and Poland on

}ha «ame level, then Bwiwgfaia Bulgaria, and Rumania

s last,

C. On ths Polish situation respondent thought that

it seems to 'be changed. It is one step/anyway in a

good direction, and also. .respondent did bot belleve that
Gomulka is a puppet in the hands of the Russians.

The changes hs brought about are favorable and
respondent apﬁrnved of a gradual change. She

pointed out that Yugoslavia on the whole followed the
policy of gradualism also when breaking off from the
Soviet Union. However, respondent could not give any
idea regarding the future outlook for Poland,

As to whether or not the events in Poland had any
effect on the events in Hungary, respondunt sald:
"Most certainly they did have an effegt because primarilly
the university students steged tk demifonstration at the Bem
statue in order to express their sympathy with the
Polish thaw. Also the freedom of expression in Poland
as experianced alraadr in 1995 has encouragad the

Hungarian public opinlon greatly. Hespondent
referred hare to the developments before ths Posnan
riots., However, she also pointed out that the Posnan

riots and subsequent trials were gell known to the

| [ Pk g |
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by tha Communist press, but also by means of Western
Radio.

whethar respondent would have preferred the Hungarlan revolution

to take a path along Polish lines, she said,

"Now, whan I am looking bach and see how smgh many lives
Hungary has lost, maybe it would have been much

better to proceed progressively, but I can assure that

at that time nobody would have baen satisfied with a cnmprnmi:e."

D. On Yugoslavia, respondent ssld the following: "I

am convinwed that Tito and his policy had influenced the
Eastern European psople, They iave seen that this idea

can he followad up and also something can bs achilevad.

It was one way and means to break away from the Sovist
Union. Also peopls in Eastern Zurope have seen :
that the Western hamisphars ls looking upon Yugoslavia=
attitde favorably. Yugoslavia received different forelgn
loans; I do not think that Tito was the crsator of
National Communism, Thiswas only said by the Soviet Union.
Tito"s reldtions with the other Eastern European natlons,
Russia and the West depended always on Moscow. |These

waa @ time when the so-called People's Democra

were HE IoauSTiCALLS sealed off from ‘Yugoslavia
on Soviet orders. er howaver the xaai relationship
was allowed to f@ourish again, Towards Russls Tito

is trying to maintain Yugoslavia's independente and
therfore he is careful not to ge toc far. However, as

far as I know,since the Hungarian revolution, the relation-
ship between l{_lmL soviet Union and Tito is nni: too good.

He also has shown much consideration in the problem of the
Hungadlhn refugees and on the whole he disapproved of the
Sovlet action Hungazy.'/

las to Tito's attltudes and redationships to tha Western
hemlsphere, this is wery characteristic of him, He is

a wonderful Eulltician to the effect that he 1s a good turncoat,

and regards his own, that is Yugoslavia's interests./

"As to Rajk case, I belleve that he also tried to find

a similar solutlon to that of Yugoslavia, but of cou

Soviets wouldn't have tolerated that. We got-mews thet during
the Communist regime, that-even the bif shots could i
tumble down from their helights within twenty-four haams

hours 1f so ordered by Moscow.!

"I do not know how popular Tito is in Yugoslavia, I
think his break wltﬂ the Soviet Union is looked on
favorably by the nation nevertheless. As far &s I know
the condltions in Yugoslavia as to the standard of
living, labor conditions, add freedom of expreseion
gtc. are much better than in Hungary. 1 also know

that Yugoslavia hes received huge Western loans, but

in spite of this the country is very backward."”
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E. On the sltuation of China, respondent had the folowing
view:

"First of all, China is neighboring the Soviet Union, and
second the standard of livlng'uf huge backward masses

is extemely low in China. Therefore it is vexy easy to
achieve results with promises, and lovely slogans. Also
niamerically, China is a potential rival of the Soviet
Unlon, and this is probably the resson why Moscow is

more lenelnt with China than any other Communift Country."

Hespondent did not know anything about the relations wihh
England and India,

"On the Suex situation I do not know vexry much and thaﬂ?ura

I can't give a very stralght answer. All I can say

is that due to the Suex situation the whole problem of |
teh Middle Easst has become more involved, and the

controvargsies ars increasdng. I only think

that the blg powers should have gone ahead in this matter

with a little more diplomacy. I would like to say this, that

on the whole the whole world ought to leaxn a great

cal from the Sovist Union about diplomacy. So far their

W and they never
' T : 1 do not approve of these

lsraeli zmwxx invasion either. As to whether or not Egypt
was right to nationalizes the canal I know very little about
this problem and therefore cannot give my opinion.”

"1 feel however that events in Egypt ¥ had a2 ve

serious effect on events In Hungary in tha Fall §¥ 1656,

I see the main tragedy in the fact that bhe United Nations
was completdly powerless to act iwidew on behalf of
g:ngaiy dge to the events in Egypt and the Anglo-French

F, "1 have the imptession that the living standaxd in
Western Germany is extramely high, maybe surpassed only by the
standard of living in Sweden,"

'"The assartion that the Germans are dangerous and may

start ancther war im my mind is nothing but Soviet
propagande and mainly directed against tha rightful
desire of the Gaerman nation to see thely country united,
The Russians know perfectly well that this 1s of greatest
kmportance not only to Germany, but to America also
bacause Germany is the bulwark agalnst Soviet
expansion.”

"0f the West German rearmament I do not know many details,
I only believe. knowing the Germans, that technically
it certalinly must be excellent and also I have hesrd

and seen that the only enemy the Russians fmxa fear

are the Germans, thexrfore the West German military atrengthlﬂﬁﬁ::;na*
must be of some importance. I have no idea however e
how long the texm of service in the West German army is." Hﬂ
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*N obody who has lived in Europe can ask snch a quostion as

to compare the Garman aray with the Russian occupation arny.

Thare is no doubt about that, that the Russians are the worst
occupation army you can ilmagine. e reason Tfor tais is that first
of all, that the #ussians urc an yneultured lot. Hera we must distinguish
by all means between the (erman aray and ¢+ o German Wagis, because
the Nasis of conrse were thoS® WhHO persscuted a saction of the
population. I a= thinking here of the Jews. BHut as soldiars

the German army 18 above bpard.. They are very goUrageous,

ver s imtsllipgent culiured people. The Cerman armr »f course

was thae bebLter disciplined regerdling both officers and

enlisted men. Even though the German army invaded Pungary

and disregarded all its values, the nussian army was atill the

mos &t unpopular/

Regarding the People's labor rarty respondent could n %t glve any view
because a5 she sald 811 thoy heurd aboui this party was XEx in

a bissed wuy by the Hungarian Coumunist Fress and fadieo. All they
we & told during these past years wass it at the Western Labor

parties on the whole are fellow travelers ol Leste n capitalism,

and do not serve the interests of the working cless,

or the livin: -tandard of arions ieste n Ruropean countries,
respondent said that she believed that the living s'endard In
Wes tern Oermany is Lnhe highest followed by OGreat Eritsin and
Ttaly, but sbout Egypt respondent said tha @6he could give no
idea at all and neither could she about Oreece, or the Soviet
Union, but she beliaves that the living standerd here is very low.

H. The terrific 4 imemsions everywhere and in every wey surprided the
rtzgund-nz mostly Lg h er first monthe stay here in the US. G&he

mentioned in particular the sky-scrapers, the super highways the distphces
the bridges and the tremndous abundancs in material and fq:rf:i. IE:‘ '

About what the United States should do now for the people and nations of
Weste-n Furope, respondent had the following idea:

"A11l I esn suggest is thst the United Stater sho 1d pro ote and work for the
idesx that all Eastern Furopean nations form s United bloc. I believe

that this would be the best solution to stem Soviet expansion and the
crestion of a buffer state comprising sll Eastern Furopean nstions on the
pattern of the Upited States like the forty t states wor together
i:{utkzus:mu purposa. I belisve that this w be the only practicable

"Regarding the pressnt foreign policy of the lnited States, I ses that
this country le striving to do something, but I think that the foreign
policy of the United States on the whole ls too weak. After all it 18
not only in the interest of the Eastern Burcpean ctates, but finelly and
ultimstely in the iateresti of t!e United States to put an end to
Soviet expansion.’' '

1|
I balleve that the nlted States should hmkaxs give ald to the present
governments of Polend amd Yuposlavia snd the rest because Lhls would tie
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thege countrlesz more strongly to the Weetern world and to the Weat amd would
promote stronger tlee. However, even though the Hungarlan netion would
deserve some agslstonce from the Inlted Staten, the Kader regime in

Hungary should not be favored with thls bacsuse I'm that not a penny would
be ueed for the pecple. On the other hand, on secondi thought, this might
easily become 2 second Egypt when X the United Stctes turnad Lgpt down
Tor recelving help aml Egypt jumped at this t o extend & helping hand ard
thereby tied Fgzypt to the foviet Unlion scomomicelly and politically.”

' did not change my attltude nor my ideas on what the United States could
d o since I came to this country desnite the fact thagt we were rtuffad with
propaganda, neverthe leas we were fully aware that the United States wac
wlilling to do sorething. Xme Evenk though durilnz the revolution ne help
was forth-eoming, s oresently the United States hss extended a large-
xeix scale progr so na fio sesist gll reafupees. Therefore 1 am sure that
avervone is sredtlul.

Ae I smid before, it is extremely difficult to find a workable solution

regarding the present relstion= wckluockhn of the linited States government with the
government of Hungary. And I belive that even smarter people t han mysalf

d o not see what can be done. WNevertheless, as I can see, the kusslans have
always fourd a good solutlon for everything which I cannot ssy from the

inited States which has blundered several times."”

I dort not quite umieratand the question whether or not Fungary would

like to see more Weste:n viesitors. This can only happen if the Communist
government s willing to let them in, them it is no problem, becaunse

everybody fmcEarspm certainly would like to; however, I don't sse how we

can telik aboul it when the borders are sealed off as they are st presant

for forelgners. [ belleve that on the whole, Fungarlisn peopls would

certainly like to gee more Western vieitors ani they ought to be of all

clasges and nrofessions. Certainly newspzpermen, suthors snd diplomots would be
most welcome. 71s0 it is hoped that these people in the latter category

know the situation in Punpary slrsady asnd will not be taken in by the tnles

of the Communist government. I xwik® think allso thet the Hungarian diplomats

and new=papermen would be the most sulted persons to inform the vlsitors

ag to what to see in Hungary. I thdnking here of s fifty-filty retioc of new and

old PFefugeep noliticians.”

i Whether or not Fungsrins would like to smm reseive Western books and perlodicals,

here seain I must say that st present this is impossible, zleo peopls

at home do not have the money to pay for these publicstions. I and when the
fungarisn government would let these periodleals and books in, [ believe

thet the best plsce to send them to would be the mublie libraries whsre from
they would be aveilable to sveryone. 7The rsaction of peopls &l home regarding the
relations of Huncariapn exiles partieclpating in sending books or Western
vieitore to Hunpery, would certginly be favorable because they would feel
that somehow these people sre¢ dolng scmething for them. 0On the sther

hend, this agsin might bring about retalllations by tbhe government ad

the people receiving books ard pericdical®s could be perzecuted for tids

if it ie not allewed by the =uthorities.
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So as I said before I do not find this question very appropriate
now."

"The purposes of the United States when launching the Marshall
Plan were of course interpreted by the Soviet and the Hungarian
Communist press in a va:ym waﬁ. wWwe at home at that
time were told, the United States is launching the Marshall

Plan only for the purpose of tying the different Western European
countries to the apron strings of America. By acclaiming

loudly that anything that comes from the west is bad and

has some ulterior purpose, the Soviet Union only camouflaged

its own attitude,, because it is in fact the Soviet Union

that oppresses all small nations and exﬁlnits them to the

utmost extent, I for myself, believe that the Marshall

Plan was launched with the intention of hatﬁing economically

the Western European countries and to get em to cooperate in
an over-all commercial and trade plan.:

As to why Ametical became involved in the Korean war, I
believe that America just wanted to put an end to Communist
expansion iIn the East./

J. "It is my sincere belief that the United Nations could have
@ffected the gituation in Hungary in 1956, had the United
Nations enforced vigorously and with greatest energy and
determination all the sanctions that wers voted. After all
the Soviet has invaded a defenceless country, and therefore
the United Nations shnul? have enforced all these sanctions
against a member nation.

"I am sure that the United Nations have learned a great deal

by the Hungarian case, but this was a very high price to pay

for the Hungarians. I think the effectiveness of the United
Nations can only be improved if they charter is chan ed, a nd
unless something happens to this effect we can enly hopwe, but
not beleive in any actions in the near future on the part of the
United Natlons regarding Hungary.®
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A. gtine the greatest living Hungarian and to find
someone who would merit this adjective, it is very deplorable
thet we do not have a second Louls Kossuth., During tﬁe
revolution we had quite a few spiritual leaders among those
I would mention J@lius Illyes, who wrots the stirring poem
on tyranny. Politlcally at that time %hat there was only
one man,lmre Haﬂy in whom all hopes have centered. He,

hnwavarf would have been only a temprorary solution. Nagy

was an honest Hungarlian who despits the fact that he had been a
member of the Communist Party he was the first one to turn
against the kind of Communism the Russians wanted to anforce

in Hungary. Imre Nagy had character and knew what the
Hungarian people wanted, and wlth what they were fed up.”
"1 greatly admire Cardlinal Mindszenty who dared to speak up
against Communism and who was not intimidated despite his

attrocious experiences in prison. gverybody rejoiced when he was freed
from prison.

"of Rajk, I cannot say anything other than what I sald before. y

1ALl cruelty is written on the face of Gero. By his attitude during
the revolution, he has more than proved to what an extent
he serves the Sovietr Union.n

"Hubudy believed that Kacar, after his prison experiences, would
again eome up as a trusted man by Moscow. My personal

opinion of him is that he is thoroughly and wholly intimidated
and has no will of his own anyway. 7

We must spesk with greatest gratitude of President cisenhower who
has extended the American haven to ss many Hungarlan refugees.
Aned it is ocur sincere hope that he be abee to direct the

policy of the world and to be more strong in doing so. '

"We also have great hopes that he will not let lapse into
forgetfulness, the Hungarian cause, and some help on the part of
the United States will still be forthcoming.

HI think that Secretary Geheral Hammersjkold is dolng his
best to enforce the authnrit{ of the United Nations and J
hope that he will continue his work on bahalf of Hungaxy.

0f the other Dulles, E£den, and Truman, raspondent could not say
very much because she knew much too little about them so as
to give an opinion about thelr activities.

Of Mikoyan, Nehru and Genrallissimp Chiang-Kai-Chek, respondent
again could not give any views. On formsr Hungarlan prime
minister Ferenc Nagy, she knew that he was charged by the
Hungarian Communist government with conspliracg and that he
lives presently in the United 5tates. O f{ former President
Roosevelt she could not tell anything.
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thorn in the slde of thea Soviet Union. In respondeni's eye,
Stalin is a dictator on whose life anyevil =--= DEEDS books
could be written.

Of Malenkov she only knew that he was one of the top Communists,

Of Franco she had no idea at all and she asked who 1s Aneurin
Bevan/

She knew a little bit more about Khrushchev, she said that
this was the man who took over when Stalin died.

Tito she could not add anﬁthing beyond what she sald before,
and of Peron she had not heard,

Of Molotov she cannot glive any opinion atall, and 1t was the
game regarding Ollenauer.

Of former British Prime Minlister Churchill, she volunteered the
opinion that he was one of the greatest statesmen of our lives.




A. On the Huniarian @scapees, the respondent held the
n

following opinion: she thought that mostly the intellectuals
and the working class were represented among the escapees,
and very few Hungarian peasants have 3eft the country.
Their ages ranged between very young people and middle-age.
However, the majority was the younger generation and also
they were mnsttz young men., X The reason for their escape
was fear from the consequences and 4 tatlons due to
their active participatdion in the Hungazhan revolution.

Then also people were glad to find an opportunity to get
rid of Communism and to leave their dire life behind and
to start life anew under better circumstances,

As to from which part of the cauntiry the escapees mosltly

came irom, respondent thought that of course the majority

was from the ‘lestern part of Hungary., HNevertheless a

great number of penﬁle came from the capital Budapest, and

also from Gyor which is an industrial center in the Western part
of Hungary.

Respondent wés off the bellef that those who staﬁﬂd behind have
chosen a very very heavy lot. These people either did not want
to leave their homeland sme or had teo strong famlly ties,

"We all are extremely sorry for our kin who "stayed behind,

Our hearts go out for them because we certainly do know what
kind of a life they are going te lead from not on. //

"I believe that on the whole the epinion of those peale

in Hungary about hs who have left is not unfavorable. Anyway
our kin and friends are glad and think that we have been

wise in leaving Communist tyranny. Also they mim are glad for
us that we can maske 3 living in & free country,"

"Even assuming that all Hungarians had a chanfe to come to the
west I do not think that they would do so. After all ¢

Million people cannot leave 3 country. Furthermore, the

people who cams ocut came only because they had to save their lives,
and as a msis rule Hungar ans ars very patriotic minded people

and do not willingly leawe their homeland. /!

B. LI only have heard of Ferenc Nagy former Hungarian prime
minidter who lives in exile in America. I cannot recall any other
names nor do I know of any other Hungaimn ® exile organizations
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in the Wast."

On the list of organizations and individulas respondent
remarked tha she hzard only of Varga, of Fersnc Nagy,
Tibor Eckhardt, who are all Hungallzan politicians in exile,
Respondent also mentioned Paul Auer and Imre Kovacs as
politicians in exile in the West,

Redponcent was aware of ths fact that Otto Hapsburg is the

last descendent of the Hapsburg, She, also mentioned that

she had a very good opinion about thés# young menf but of MM aw
course duking the Communist regime in Hungary all his

actions and articlas etc, weee thoroughly misrepresanted.

Respondent named Admiral Horthy as the last govarnor of free
Hungary who died racently in Portugal.

In reference to people who left Hungary before 1956, IEiﬁﬂndEnt
said: "I do not know very much about the activities of these
people, but I give them the benefit of the doubt and I

presame that being good Hungarians they wéll try to do their
best for and on behalf of our homeland, ¢

C. Respondent did not know any family who has left Hungary
atter 1945 and who returned to Hungary later on,

On the redefection campaign of the Communists, respondent

held the vées that this had a propaganda purpose only,

That is the Soviet Union and the Communist regime of

Hungary would have liked # to prove tc the ilest that the
Hungarians prefer life in Hungary. Also they wanted to show that
they are good bovs, and ffggivu sins committed against the
Hungarian state. Ilevertheless this redefection campaign

was unsuccessful, There were a few cpeople who didi return
from sheer homesickness, and also on account of family reasons,

D. "Fram the letters we are recleving from home, S paople
in Hungary are interested in everything that refers to our
life s here, Neverthelss there is very little we redlly
dare to write, even though we know that tzﬁy de not get a
good picture of the life in the iest in the Hungardan press.
I think that our people should hnow for instance that we ars
not forgetting them, nor dces the Western wnﬁad completely
forget what Hungary did in the Fall of 1996.

l[ﬁ!.ll. exiles including myself, should do their utmost for

the purpose that the Hungarian coause should be kapt alive in
public opinion. Also people here in the United States and
the western world cught to understand that there is no
reason Lo be scarec by the Rudsisns., The Soviet Union is
putting up a great deal of bluff. Furthermore it iz our
duty to behave in & way that the Hungarian people should

be liked and respected here in the West. "

Hespondant expressed the desire to join an exile organizatlion
but only if she kncws the pmrposes of same., Shg would prefer
that it be a cultural organization with the puighe that

the cultural riches of the Hungarian nation be' preserved among
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the immigrants. Also that the Hungarian language be

taught to children. Furthermore that the Hungarian emmigres
be able to gut Hungarian books and literature, On the whole
respondent held the view that it is not necessary to
restrict the membership of this organization to the new

immigrants only.

On the various political parties before '48, respondent held the
opinion that dusﬁit& many political partles being active

at that time such as the Soclal Democrats, the Christian
Democrats, ad the Peasant(s Party, it was the Smallholder's
Party that was most what tfhy desired to be. Bhe fefered to

the first and the last free #flectyions after the war in which the
Smallholder's Party gained majority,

Respondent does not know nor has she heard anything about
parties In exile. In reference to the parties that were
revived in Hungary during the revolutlon, respondent was

of the view of the view that“it was realig irrelevant whether
they have started their activities, and this prohlem was
brought up already during the revolution. 3She was of the
opinion that agsins t the over powering might of the Russioans
notheing could have been achieved anyway, pollitically,

£. Respondent plans to return to Hungary, but only if Hung!%
is liberated and Communism ls wiped out. She pointed out that
from the very beginning this was her only purpose in life,

not that she i not; happy and content here in the United
States, but she feels that will not be able to ajust herself
completely to the American way of life and besides she is =

a8 much too great and deeply convinced Hungarian patriot.

And for the very same reason she will always want her
children to Learn Hungarian as well as English while in the
UNited—States. i
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A. "It was only the foreign radio that we listened to while
in Hungary. The stations most frequently listened to were
the BBC, the Voice of America, Radio Bree Europe., All these
stations were always jammed. Now and then we were able to
fish out one of the wave lengths which carried a better
broadcast. We listened must? to the broadcasts in Hungarian
language, and very regularly %nr that matter. However, we
pretsrred the BBC broadcsts to the others, because the BBC
gave the most factuval news without any commsntgry. On the
other hnad RFE did not give straight news. e liked the other
programs broadcast bg RFE. It weas nnlI to news material
which we thought to be exaggerated, Also RFE by
holding out hopws has encouraged the Hungarian people to a
reat extent to beleive implicitly in instant help and
consequence, to be thoroughly disillusioned mma and
unhappy when none came forth, The broadcast from the United Nations
session were also fery good and we léstened to them all the
time, We had our own radio and we listened to it either in
the family or together with friends. we also always told
everybody abeout the news we heard on thg radlo as did people
in Hungary under the communist regime, '’

In listening to foreign radio broadcasts, there was danger
ingolved from 1948 to 1953, The ?uvarnmant became more lenlent
after 1953 and again It became a little bét more strift

after a year or so. But after the death of Stalin, nobody cared
very much whether the authorities know that we are aleays
listening to foreign broadcasts. In fact as respondent said there
was no straight rals about radio broadcasts being prohibited

to be listened to, but the police used it usually as a pretext
when ﬂharging someone with trumped yup charges. The usual

slogan was dispersing forsign propaganda and subversive news.

Mas 1 previously sald we preferred the BBC for more factudl and
unbiased news commentary. We could nnlI base our judgement on
comparing the BBC news with happenings in Hummzy.

“Before the revolutlon, the news from the Western world as
broadcast by the foreign radio stations was always most
welcome and also during the revolution it was ths only
broadcast w3¢ could listen to, because in the g}rst days of
the revolution thers were no other broadcasts.

'rl do not think that the broadcasts of Radio Free curope
or other \lestern broadcasts needed to incite the Hungarian
people to revolt against Russian oppressicn. We had ample
reason for that, but I would admit this, that Radio Free
curcpe did commit a great mistake when holding outz promises
for Western help which were taken serlously by the freedom
fighters and the whole Huncarian nation."

4
"Radio Free Europe should certainly continue to broagast inog
Hungary even now the more so, because the Hungarian nation is
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conpletely shut off from the wWestern world and will bot be
able &ﬁ recileve any unblased information for a long time to
come,

1 believe that straight news without superfluous commentgry

ragarding politics and aconomic events should be broadcast.

Also cultural progarams and programs about 1life in Western Eurcpe and
the United States. However, 1 do not think that any anti-communist
propaganda is necessary or ls welcome any more in Hungarxy.

B. Aespondent did not hear the initlals NEM nor did sh¥ hear
the twelve damands., X

C. Respondent did not see or hear anythling about Free LEurope
leaflets,

She does not think it is worthwhlle to drop any leaflets into

Hungary because the "addp broadcasts can say 50 much more and give more
information, also the Communist prnﬁaganda will only use this

as a retalliastion measure against the population.

D, "D believe that the Western groups that have broadcast and
that sent leaflets into HUngary have the same aim, and the
same purposes. They want to inform the people behlind the
Iron Curtain about the foreiogn pollitical events.
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OUn the wav that chlldren should be brought up, respondent was
of the view that the child should be taught primarilly to respect
the parenis and family life. The parents shoubd try tn
create a familﬁ atmospbere so that family should really mean
some thing to the child. Respondent alse thaought that
religious instrucftiond is sxtremely important in the
education of a child though it should not be going into
axtremes. A chlld must learn to beoame a use?ul membexr

of the communigy, Spiritually the parents must direct

the educatiion of the child, at a child should laarn
everything that it is able to learn and to make a good

careser in life. On the whole, that a child should really
become a8 man. Last but not least a child should learn to
love its homeland and be a good patriot.

On the discipline of children, respondent held the following
viewss "Discipline is an extremely ewwmt lmportant factor

in child rearing and I am convinced that a child must be
disciplined., It depends entirely on the nature of the child,
however, how the discipline should be applied and what scr—tof

a discipline should be used, If necessary it must be physical
punishment alse. I do not say that a child must always be
beaten, but a good 5lag now and then doms not frustrate abybodys
ego, Punishment must be employed when edusatting a child
otherwise it will nevesr be disciplined.

It needs a great deal of perseverance om the part of the
parent of course to enforce her authority. The treatment for
the children must always be changed according to their sex and
age,

In recalling an incidant of her childhood when she was
punished for mischief respondent recallfed that she was

four years old when dancing on the top of a table whexre

the radio was, the table toppled over and she broke the radio.
Cn this occasion her father gave her a very good spanking,

On the whole respondent said that she was very seldom
physically punished, but nevertheless she was noa and then.

Among peopls respondent knew, children who were six years old or
older were punished by both parents, The form of punishment

as respondent sald variss greatly for the different social
classes. In her opinlon it is only the intellectual class

that can really sduasate the child and also can use the means

of punishment 1ntelligentll. On the other hand it happens

very often that it is the Intellectual person who gets mcre
nervy and loses patience.k

the authority of the parents on the whole has greatly
deteriorated in the last ten years or so and tﬁis was due to the
fact that the children spent very little time at home and
also both parents had to work and so the family life wasn't
s0 close anymore. Alsc the teachers have lost authority over
their pupils due to the new regulations in the schools.
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Among people 1 knew there was no line to be dreawn about the

time that physical punishment was abandonned for boys or girls.
1f a child did deserve punishemnt he or she got it. In general
punishment is abandonned in the age around fifteen I womuld

say. As previously sald communism did brlng about changes

in this respect bhacause as physical punisbhment was abolished the
parents have less authority over the child, As a rule,

in Hungar , as long as the child stays within the family, it haw
to obey lmplicltly the parents.i

During the communist regime, #¥ tRaxka in Hungary i:h&

discipline of children underwent a chan @ in- t pi
a!.ghtp ears in school. The ter:hnfques g? cﬂlsgpl Eshﬂfm.‘a

Communism consisted of, for the boys, phyvsical punishment or |
a warning note by the teacher in more severe cases from the |
dean or headmaster of the school and finally expulsion from the

cllass. For girls it was about the same with the exception that

physical punishment was very scldom employed agalnst girls

except for a gprap on the knuckles with a ruler or so when they

were smaller. Under the Communist rule in Hungary, physical

punishment was completely abolished at schools. The only

method of discipkine a teacher could use remainded a bote

to the parents by the teacher or the scheool master,

On characteristics she valued most in a friend, respondent dalid: .
"Two friends must have implicit confidence in each other and also be
willing to help each other, especially if one of them is in trouble,” |
Regarding changes in friendshig under communism, respondent was :
under the impression that people were more cautious when .
selecting thelr friends, Also she knew of cases when people were !
let down by their best friends. Also Communism has developed suspicion
in people much more., Many frisndships weee loosened due to the |
political situatlion, for instance, when people kept apart from |
their friends in order not te bring any harm to them
because they were fo=—imehiess suspacted by the regime.




