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served as m police officer.in the renk of lst
lisutenant and was assigned to the theft sguad
of the Budepest Police Headquarters. In 1946
respondent was mdmitted %o the bar ami started
practice on his own in Dudapest.

13, Ferente: not living
1Y}. Yo brothers or sisters

15, Chidlren: one child from a second marriage
ege 5+ reslding hers wilth respondent in I.Y,

16, Left Hungary lov. 24,1956
17. Arrived in 17,3, Jamary 11,1957

18, Sinece léaving Camp Eilmer reppondant has been
enly-in K.Y.

19, Has no immediate plens
20. Yot interviewed
21, Respondent speaks French

Respondant 18 s middle-sged intellectusl with an
upper mifille-claeas backpground, Lived sXtremely
well under the Horthy regime and in the first
yvears of the Comunist regime. A vietim of raclal
persecution during World Wer II snd Imprisoned by
the Communiats for flve years, lxax Nevertheless,
he 18 very homeslek, Sesms to be having great
difficulty in adjusting himsbaf to live here in
the U.8, He is heressed by t he langusge barrler
and has no conflidence of ever being sble to over-
come this, An intellipent person with very logical
repsonirg, Determined to get sheed in life ard to
compensafpe for the hardships end trlals ha has
sufferred, On the other hand,he 1s plagued by the
uncertainty of his immedieste future. Has & very
thorough knowledge of Jewish problems in Hungary.
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IX. YAJOR SALIENCE AND WARM-TP QUESTION

fhe American peopls should know that the political
opprasion and economic restrictions in Hungary
heve made the people so embittersd and oppossd to
Communlasm thet the revolution lsst Fall was their
desparate attempt to throw off their Commirist
slave-holders,
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1311, CHRONOLGGY OF PERSOVAL EXPERIENCES,ACTIONS,
ATTITUDES ; AED EXPECTATIONS DURIKG THE REVOLUTICR

&, On the aftermoon of Octobsr 22 I was in Dudapest
end heard from o friend thet s lerge-scasles demon-
stration was acheduled for the pext day. I did mot
attribute great importance to this news because 1
thought that this demonatation would bs amother one
ol the propapgends ones freguantly staged by the
Communiats in Hungery.

On October 23,around montime,l waat into the eity.
I hed besen fyeed from prison just three months before,
ard was rot yet employed. For & btime I telkwed with
friende in a cafe in the downtown businsss section
of .udepest., fround 2:30 p.m. I witnessad the silent
demonstretions estaged by the Unlveraity students., I
sew them march by in the direetion of Palffy Square
wheare the Bem statue stocd. I did not Joln the
emonatrators. They marched by in order and sllence.
Yoy cerried Hungarian flags and small signs with
slogans but I do not remember what tha slogans wers,

That sftermoon I saw students posting the fourteen
demnnds on the maip 2 treets of Dudapest. Only when
T ragd thess d emeands did I realige tha importance
of ths demonstretibn., I expected it womnld have far
resching consequences, The lesst I expecbed was e
hew cabinet under Imre lNegy. Lveryons was wvery
enthusiastioc.

Leter in the everning wo hoerd that 4 largs crowd
ol demonatrators wss walting for Imre lagy to aspeck
in front of the Pgriiement, We d4id not zo thare,but
arourd 6 p.m. we went to the "Szabad Nea" building
beasuse we heard that a special editlon liating the
feurteen demands hsd beaen publishsd. Hers,we also
met demonstrators tut these wers moatly industrial
woritare ,ard not unlversity s tudents.
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From the Szapbad Fep building I went with an ex-

prison cellmate toward the Redlo Studio bullding
boceuse we heard that a large demonstration was

to teke place there.

B. It was well past Tp.m. by the time we arrived
there., Great crowds thronged the strests in the
vicinity of the radio studie building,The situation
was very temnse snd I,ps a Jew,feared that the
rosentment of the crowd agelnst the AVH may turn
into & progrom spainat the Jews.

YWe already heard the sounds of shots whan we were
epproaching the Radlo Bullding, Trucks came with
tnduatrial workers from Csepel and they brought
arms, Later military trucks came and civiliens

with solddera bégan to diatribute srms smong the
erowd, I,too,recelved a rifle end emmunition, I

wna surprlsed to ses that the smbaganizm sntagoniam
of the crowd was simed only at the AVH. In the
general énthusiassm end joy sxmexk no one feared the
conseguences,nor thought sbout fthem st sll.

I also took part in the shooting,but my friend and

I were with sn srmed hroup some distance sway Ilrom

the Redio stusiur Studio,snd did rnot seeviE what was
actually going on there,

Tha situation there was very uncertain, Ore mimte .
the AVH cleared i hestreetsz of insurgents,the rext

mirmte they were in possession of the s treet again, |
By morning I was very tired snd dirty. My suit haed

been ® ruined, I femred that my wife woulcd Do

worried becauss of abaense, For thilas reason,I

gave my 2%xk= rifle to sn unarmed olvilian and

decided to go home,

Twe next day on Uctober 2L,I declded not to go
into the city,but remein at home, I lived in the
naighborhood of the Hetlonalised PDairy LEntarprise
in Buda, The workers of the dairy plant were very
stive, They immedistely amquired arms,formed &
militia,begen to operate a printing press for
loaflets,;and other propaganda material ,andi ousted




b 31
%, 6/11

the top Communists from their plant. They also kept
an eys on the dargerous Communists who lived in thgt
noighborhood,. Here the workers ware belng orgesniged
by one or two veterens of the Labor movement,ousted
Socinl Demoorats,and old workers who seemed to have
arievances againat the Communist regime., They knew
that I wes a lawyer who hed Jjust been recently
fraed from orison and asked my advice on & mmber
of questions, I took an activd pert in the work im
of this resistance group. However,thers wes mot much
fighting in our reighborhood,because t he Fusslans
avaided 1G.

When the Russians interfared on behall of the
Commnist govermment,I thought for s time thaet
tha revelution would be srushed., I soond saw that
without infentry support,the tanks slone were of
1ittles usa to the Russians in street fighting,

¢, ¥Yhen the Russians withdrew thair tarts from
Budepest,]l was certain that the revolution had
won, I imnedistely took an active part in the
ravival of the Soclal Democrat party. I also
joined the lationgl Fedasration of Politiecsal
Pprisorers. With s group of ex-political priscners
and in a car essigned to me by the Socclsl Bemocrat
party,ws went to the home of the notorioushanging®
ﬁdgﬂi,Jnnual DMirinr the Commmuniet regime Jonas
had sentensed more politiecsl prisconsrs to death
then any two %@ other judpes 1n Hungary, lis sent
me to prisor for 1ife in 1951, low we arriyed to
his home one day boo lete. Ye were informed that
the nrevious day he hed committed sulclde by
opending the gas Jjats on the kitchen stove.

On other oceasions I went with ex-politiecal
prisoners to arrest thosse civilian forsmen who
wero exceptionslly brutal toward prisonera in
the prison minss and workshops. The présonars
we captured we took to the headquarters ol the
Freadom Fighters in Verosmajor Street, AmiEahad

fa T hed been recently let out of prison,l wes
unahle to find & house or apertment for my family.
We were steylng with relatives,but their home was
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very crowded, When the Russians withdrew from
Budepest,l immediately madsa ingquiries to find out
whet had heppened to the avertment which the AVH
took awey from me at ths time of my errast in 1951.
My spartment had been in one of the most modern
gpartment bulldings in the downtown section of
Budapest., Two famllies were living in my old
anartment,erd it would have bean impossible $Ho
gx=d evict them, But,I found out from ths bullding
superintendent,who,by the way,had bean an MWH
agent, that thers wes s modern three room aparts
ment in the bullding,and it hed been occupled by

a major in the /Wh who had disappemmed since the
revadlution,

The bullding superintendsrt sesmad very reluctant

to have me return to the bullding,and he tried to
atall me by saying that a diplomet from the BErltish
lezation hed elready obtained permission from the
housing euthorities to eccupy the flat, I found out
that this wes mot true,end,with the ald of the one
tima vice-mayor of Budapesat,with whom I had been

in prison and who Had now returned to City Hall,l
roceived permission from the housing authorities

to move in. I recelived the keys of the epartment

on November 3. We took an imventory of the furnl-
ture and personal belongings which had been left

in the spertment. This,too,hed been sssigned fo

me as compensestion for the propsrity which had

teen stoler from me by the MWH st ths tims of my
arrest. The ex-tenant of the apertment,iajor Farago,
had a luxuriously furnished apertment,a mmmX well-
stocked wardrobe end & larce stock of food suppliles,
ineluding zmmum suech srticlesgy =s mix whiskey, 1iquors,

and ehampagne,

‘“here was no streest-car or bus transpertation in Budspest at
that time and T was unable to move info my new spartpent with
oy {amily thel day. —

n MNovember k I got up early because we wanted to move. “hen
ExEEmriywemncocknoesdin I turned on the radio,however,l heard
over Radie Budspest that the Russians had begun their attack

on the eity and ihem that Imre Nagy had made his last frantic
mppeal for aid to the “eat.
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A short time lzter we saw large columns of tanks gocing in the
direction of Fudapest. This time they were accampanied by
motoriced infentry. I felt great dispair becsuse I realized
that this time it would be impossibile to halt the Rossians or
to force them to withdraw again frem Eudapest.

Hevertheless,I toock part in scme of the fighting in Peterfi
Smdor Street and Bethlen Square. I was not able to take part
in the fighting contimiously becausze I had to kesp everything
a secret from my wife since she was very worrded that I would
be returned to prison.

To protect the car which was assigned tone by the Social Dem-

caratic party,I had it transferred to the name of the Childran's

Clinic of the Budapest University School of Medicine. For the
next ten days I was employed here at the clinic hauling medical

supplies, focdstuff's, transporting medical personnel,and deliverjmg

messages.

I still had not meved into my new spariment ,but on several
occasions I had taken away fodd supplies from there boeause
of the food shortage at home. n the 20th of November, however,
the bullding superintendent maliciously teld me khat the
major who had lived there previcusly had sent him the momthly

rent by mail,and wbuld shortly return. The Exitisx superintendent

demanded that I give him mdmy the keys. I refuded to de so,but
deemed it extremely advisable to get away from Budapest,becsuse
the AVH majer would propably be out to get me if they returned
to power, I also was warned that ohe of the prison foremen
when I had kicked in the pants,but not arrested,had eomplained
against me at the party hesdquarters. Therefore,ny wife and I
decided to escape to fustria,

e left Budapest on November % 22,arriving in Austria in the
early hours of November 2L. Our trip was entirely uneventful.
‘8 got off g train a long distance from the oorder,and went
ty foot,avciding all willages and settlements.

D, Despite the heavy losses in lives and property, I still
think thet Hungary has gained an encrmous moral victory over
the Cimmunlsts. The Hungarian people proeved to the world amsd
that they are sgeinst Cammunism :nd hete it so much that they
vore willing to attack Russian tanks with bare hands.
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iV, ZAFECTATIONS OF HELF FROM THE WEST DURING THE REVOLUTION

I realised the significance of the Hungarisn revolution
to the Yest. I knew that it was of immense prepagandistic
valuejthat public opinien everywhere in the world had
been turned sherply sgainst the Soviet Union. Therafore,
the least I expected from the West was to immese sich sancticns
on the Soviet Union that they would foree her to withdvray
from Farcpe,or at lsast from Hurngsry, I expected that the
plan for a neatral cone along the fromtiers of the Sovist
Jnion eculd now be realized. In the firat stage of the
revolution,and up to Wovember li, I did net expeet any
affeotive military assistance because,so far,the revaelution
had bean winning. After the withdrawal of the Soviet trocps
from Mungary,I expected that perhusps the West would send
Unived Nations troops to Mungary to msintain crder, I did
not exmect effective military intervention in Hung ary, becanse
I thought that economic snd political sanctions agoinst the
?m.a‘t: Union would be sufficient to acheive the requestad
aims.

buring the resolution until the time of my arrival in Austria
L hpd no centact whatever with foreigners.



V.S00TAL CLASS STHUCTURE AND ATTITUDES

A« Uy father died in 1933. He had been a fsirly proepercus
man. He owned twenty yokes of vineyard and 50 yokes of other
farm lapd. He was an agricultural college graduste,and farmed
ot large estates winich he leszsed.

< inharited my father's resl estate property with all agri-
culturel equipment and alse had two apsrtment houses in a
provinclal city in Budapest. I owned a medium siged villa
in the residential section of Budapest.

ity father completed the gymnssium and four years of agri-
cultural college. My mother finished enly four gears of
[ymnasium.

B, The social classes in Hungary are the intellégentsia,the
industrial workers,and the peasants.

“he inte’ tgla can be divided into two sub-groups. The
fMrat gro can ¢alled the new Commnist-zxmt crsated uppar
claes. To this group bel the Communist party officials,
romy offiears.AVH men,top “ommunlst government officiale,ete.
“he worker aristosracy can also be included in this group.

“he other sub~group of the intelligentsia arethe vietimds of
Communism;teadesmen,oraftemen,business mm men,and the old
government officiszls and the menbers of the old intelligentsis
vhe did not become party members.

~ heve had contact with &1l classes.

"he new Communist upper-class consisted of industrisl workers
and peagants who had become firm supporters 6f i he Communist
regime,and, for thelr loyalty,had been assign:d teo lucrative
or comparatively lucrative jobs. A good many Jews also be-
lenged to this group. The opportunistic elaments of the old
riddle«class can likewlse be included in this group.

he other members of the intelligentsia effered elther passive
or active resistance against the regime, They were barely able
to exist and were hoping against hope that,by some mirscle,
Cammunism weould collapse,
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“he vast majerity of the industrial workers is opposed to
Communism. Some of them,however,(I weuld estimate this at
sbout 10§ or 15) favered Cammnism because of friends or
relatives who had risen teo power. For example,the working
peasant wiiose scn had become an amy officer, It camnot
be denied that,in general,the present industrial worker
¢lass in ﬁungaxjr has a comparatively much higher cultural
level than during the Horthy regime,

\ith very few exceptions,the Hungarian peasants or alsec
cppeeed to Conmunism. Comparatively less peasanta than
industrial workers are supporters of the regime for the
reasona mantioned aboes.

I consider myself to be a member of the intellipentsia,

The classes which had been hardest hit by Cammmnisw in
Hungery are the following: the land of the middle-class,
the industrisl and commercial elements,and finally,the
middle peasants,

The intelligentsia,in general,is respected by the industrial
workers and peasants,with the exception of the slight minority
which favors Communiam.

Ihe Hungarian peasantry is regarded with sympathy,both by
the intelligentsia and by the industrial workers. Soth
these classes know that the Hungarian peassntry is strongly
anti-Communist and that the interests of all three classes
are mutual,

The Hungarian industrial werkers are alsp liked by the
cther two classes,although the intelligentsia,at one time,
distrusted the Industrial workers,thinking that they were
strongly pro-Comunist. In time it turned ocut that they
were mistaken and that the industrial workers could be
relied upon. The sympathy of the Hunparian ressants for
the industrial workers was expressed during the revelutioen
wien the peasants refused to accept money for the abundance
of food supplies which they sent te the industrial workers
in the cltiec.

Due to the fact thetd the Hungarian “emmunists had intre-
dueed eight grades of compulsory grade-school,the educational
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level of the pezsaniry and of the industrial workers increased
conslderably,while a small decline can be notioed among the
children of the intelligentsia,.in this respect. It can also =m
be daid that under Commumism class barriers practically dis-
appreared,

C. In my opinien class prigin was the most important facter
which detarmined what ones chances were of getting shead in
Comunist Hungery, whe is of lmeoepiees merpeiss bourgeois

or intellipgentesia origin hes no chances whatever of getting

shead in Communist Hungary. Talent played no role at all in

thia respect. I know this from bittsr e xperience,because I

tico was at a great diszadvantage since my parents were well-

to-do land cuners. I do not know what changes occurred in
this respact ofter 1950,because I was ghen arrested and
fsoemsl freed only just before tho revelution.

vpneaking of him as an individusl,the person dmE=z most likely
fo get ahead in Communist Hunpery is the oppertuniet with
the preper class baclkground. Such a rerson is willing to do
practically anything,end hes no principles or convictions.

D The top Communist efficials and party members were i he
ones who lived extremely well under Communism in Hungary.
“hey lived much betterthan they déserved,
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VI. FAMILY LIFE UNDOER COMMUNISH

A Conmmunism has ruined my family life intirely. I diverced

my first wife in 19L6. I remarrded in 1949,just before my
arrest. I was arrested and sentenced to life imprisomment.

My wife was sent to the concentration camp in Kistarcea.

fhe was there for 2§ years. Our child,my son,wss born in a
prison hospital. When the baby was one day old he was talen
awey from my wife. He was placed in an AVH hospital,later,in
eamomrse=yz state mursery. Our relatives had great difficulty
in obtaining the release of the child from the state nursery.
There are no namee at all on the child's birth certificatejonly
the prisen serial number of myself and my wife. It is stated

¢n the birth certificate that the identity of parents and child
hac te be kept 2 secret in compliance with the Instructions of
the Ministry of the Interior,

But,in general,Commmism had a very deteriorating effect on

family life in Hungary. Children did not get the basic religious
education which they previously received. Both parents were
gererzlly obliged to work. Consequently,family life disintefersted.
Very few people were able to lead the family life whieh had

been common in Hungary prior and during the war.

My family life doe= not compare to mmy one of the examples
eited,

The wzy children were brought up under Communlsm was greadly
effected by iexfaex whether or not the parents of the children
were =fvex afraid of the regime.. If the parents were afrald,
then they endeavored to educate their ghildren in guch a manner
28 to aveid mvery slip of the tongue by the child. If they were
afrald that the children may inveluntarily betray them,they did
not speak in front of the child,or,if they spoke,they were not
sircere,

However,if the parents were not afraid of the regime,then they
breught up théér children openly with anti-commist attitudes.
This latter case was the more frequent.

Seme industrial worker and peasant families were able to educate
their children in the old wey.
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9, Uptil 1948 and 'L9 there was not much change in court-
ships and marriages in Hyngary. I was arrestod soon sfter

1919 and am not able to say how these questions develeped
later cn.

“het T know about marrisges in cenmmnist Hungary is besed
entirely on hearsay. In general,it is my impression that
marriages under Commnissn were inclined te be treated less
seriously then before. The moral values of marriags depreciated
congiderably,and the inhibitions imposed by religious precepts
dissppeared. The morels af the wemen and girls became much
more lax than before. ey were influenced = to oo slight
degres by the Commumnistias' views on pexual relations.

In the first yoars of Comumsim thw imt divorces were made
mueh essier by intredueing mutual consent as the basks for
@ divorce. Later on,when the mmber of diverces incressedy
in dangerous preportions,the commnists then made diverces
difficult te obtain.

I think that married peeple indulge,to a considersbls dagree,
in extra-marital sexusl relaticns more than before. Harriage
had wi® neither the prestipe ner the moral force it had
previcusly,

1 think that the parents were hardly able to interfire or
conirel the sexual lives of the adolescents. the various
youth organizations gave the young people ample spyas
epportunity to indulee in seomisl relations.

The Commnistd s gorernment banned progtitution in 1949
or '50. Unlicenssd prostitution,slthough it was punished,
thrived considerably,aspecially in the clties.

[ think that a Commnist by conviction has considerably
less inhibitions coneerning sexual relations. Later,nowever,
the Comunist party demanded strict morsl conduct of its
party members,especially those who were married.

C. Cascs whers fréendships terminsted because one friend
was a Comrunist party menber and the other was not were
rather numbrous. Meny of friends who joined the Communist
pariy,later aveided me because I was of bourgeols origin,
and a lawyer by profession....a prefession which was
locked upen with great disfavor by the Communiste.
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In such instanfees the friendship would be hore likely to be
brokcen off by the Communist perty member,becanse it conpromised
him to associate with persons who were looked upon with disfavor
by the Communists.

I do not think it would be possible to continue a friendship
under the eonditben that politics will not be gpixed in it.

D. I have talked to judges who wore deemed less reliable by
the Communiste and therefore assigned to juvenile cases. In
iz their opinions juvenile dslinguency increased in Hun-
gary under Commmism. I n Hmiz this respect he considered

only crimes which ware termed as such by the criminal code

of the previous regime.

Vagrancy was punished much more severely under the Commnist
regime than before. Two or three years would be given for
vagrancy or mserel prostituilon,whereass during the previcus
rejime, the courts would not give more than tws or three
weeks. I don't think that vagrancy was very widespread among
the juveniles.

Under "Jsmpecs" one meant the young pecple who copied Western
favhion in clothes and liked to dance to American music. I
think that the Jampec problem wes greatly exaggerated by the
Conmunist government, The Jampece by age were mostly young
peaple betwsen the ages of 16 te 25. To a consdderatle extent,
thelir conduet can be attributed to oppesition sgainst Communism.
The parents were probably indifferent to the conduct of their
chilldren. I don't think that the Jampecs wers confined te
any” onie social class,but probably they were fewer among the

pensantd youth,
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vil. RELIGION

A. From the very beginming all religions offered a stiff

opposition to Eumunim in Hungery. With the mw so-callsd
tactios,the “emmunista were able to break down

the opoosition -ui‘ the churches. The Catholie higher clergy

wes Lmprisoned and so-celled "peace prizsts” were willing

to supoort the Communist regime. In the Protestent and Jewish

chureghes police sples and Communist supervisers were installed.

Upposition in the churches ceased almpat entirely.

A1l religions were supressed by the Comnnists. Because of its
gize snd arganization,the suppression of the Catholie church
in Jungary is probably the most obvious. Communist idéology
tolarstes no religlon.

By I have a respoct for all religions. The churches are the
arbiters of morals. They formulste a moral eccde which one
strives to achieve.

I think that T am just about as relisious as my parents were,
I at not bigoted and I try to keep most of the commands of my
chursh. Opn the other hend,I think thet I am scomewhat more re-
ligious than the sversge persen in Hgrgary. I ze 1o chirch
regilerly and say my pravers twice a day.

C. The ideal Felstions boiween church amd stats ecan te best
suied up in full autonomy for the churches and support,but
not. interference,in the part of the government. The teaching
of religion ﬂb.m_d b2 entirely optionszl in mk school,but
church schools should be allowsd tdexist. I think trat the
chirches ghould be allowed toexcercise mm censarshin over
books,plays,and motion pisuie pletures, I don't thirk howswer
thnt Lhe churches should interfere in every dqﬁ:li tica.

h
D, The Jewish religion and the Jewlsh church/itas gls¢ been
hayried by Communism in BHungary. The self-government of the
vorish churches hes been guspended and the orthedox and
— . . churclias wereforcod to urite, The national
lendership of the Jewish church was appcinted by the
Cormurist goverrment and not elscted by the church members
as before. It is enly natursl that the Communists anpointed
people who ware either party mambers or complied with Vosmunism.
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As a reaction to the 1943 to 19L5 anti-Jewish persecution in
Bungary,some of the Jews in 1945 endeavored to avenge their
sufferings and the deaths ef their relatives, The Cammunist
party used the bitterness of the Jews and thelr desire for

revenge r.:r its oun pelitical purposes. Extpignooogdagxoms
By waging a strong campaign qt anti-Semitism and by
satisfying the desire for vengeance for the so-called Jewlsh
"Lumpenproletars”,the Hungarian Communists won many Jewish
supporters.

But,when the Jewa saw the liquidation of thelr commsreisl and
industrial aspirstiens,they,in large numbers,turmed against
the regime. Before 1948 Zienist corganizations sponsored the
illegal exodus of thousands of Hungariasn Jews., The Hungarizn
Comunistd government was willing to close its eyes to the
operations of this Jewlsh underground raflway.

When the stste of Iarael was formed,the Zienist orpanizations
were outlawed in H'ngary. From 1918 on attempts to leave the
country 1llegally were punished more severely. The majority of
the people sentensed on such charges were Jews,

Very few of the Jews wers Commmunists by conviction. Many had
to joln because the nationaliseticn of industriss snd enter-
prised left them without a living. I do not know what per-
sentage of the Jows Wik®communist party members,but I do not
think that their ratigf in proportion to their number in
Hyngary was greaterthan that of Christian party members.

Very many Jews had bsen members of + he Scocial Democrat
party. Mpgst of them were not excented in the Communist party
when the tve partiss nerged.

The Hungarlsw Jews vwere well represented in the demonstiraticns,
and fightings by the Jewish univdrsily students. The Jewiah
chureh in Budspest made a list of the Jews who were killed
during the Fighting. According to my knowledpe,this has not
bean made public, I think over 100 Jewish waw¥ university
etadents were killed,

It is cogieteiyx a great mistake to agy that the Jews in
Hungary fear the ecreation of an independent Hungery. This
can be contradicted by the great nmber of Jews who took
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part in the fighting during the revolution,and by the Tact
thet the vast majority of the persons who played anv role
in the Petofi Circle were Jews., Jews led the intellectual

ferment in Hungary.

At the outbreak of the revelution I feared that the viclence
may turn into an anti-Jewlah progrom. I was very much sur-
prised to experience that my fears were utterly unfounded.
On cne cceasion I witnessed a scane on a Budepest market
square where a simple woman attempted to inpite the crowd
against the Jews saylng that the Jews were the cause of all
the troubles under Comnmism, Armed Frecdom Fighters cams,
arrastad the woman,snd took her awey.

I happened to know that at a meeting of the Btudentes Revolu-
tionary Souncll and Bartol Bela Ramd,a resoluticn was adopted
accarding te which every attempt to create anti-Semitic dis-
ordsrs mich be immediately and radically surpressed.

I very strongly dencunce the conduct of certain Jews who,on
arrival in the Unitad States,attempted to place themselves
in the ldght of "Martyrs™in front 8¢ the ilz-ldnb, relief pr-
ganirations enly in order to obtain more aid from them.

T




VIII. THE HUNOGARIAN YOUTH

i6
A, Under Hungarian youth I mean the age group from/iR to 26.

B. The Hungarian youth played an important part in the oute
breask of the revolution in October,1956. The demenstrations
which later led to the revolution were organized and cone

ducted by the university students,with the industrial youth

Joining them later.

The majority of the students who ware the cause of the put-
break of the revelution favored socislism,and did nob want
tho return of large estatep or mimimg the placing of so-
called key indusiries intgorivate ounership. But,they were
opposed to the Communist regime and even began to beccus
agfranged to socialism when the disintegration of the
Carmunist party first became evident under the Imre Nagy
govarnment in 1953. The youth Xkekm then realized the
favlsehoods of Commnist doctrines,saw = large mumber of
political prisoners held behing bars by the Camuniste,

and hesrd sbout the dissdvantagdsus trade relstions with
the Soviet Union. From then on they became more and more
diepatifified with the Ccamunist regime.

It was the Hungarian youth and not any other age group which
turned against the Hungarian cammnist regime,becauss yeuth
in general ie always nore enthusisstic, They were outraged by
the injustice of the Soviet dominated Hungarisn Commmist
regime,and they demended the freedom which had been denied
them.

During the revolutien the older pagple were preatly relisfed
and over-joyed by the comduct of the Hungsrian veuth, Fveryone
thought that Soviet indoetrination methods had = ectranged

the Hongarian youth,snd many people wers inelined to give them
up for lost. The youth,in turn,had respect for the mdk older
generation. But,in my épinien,the mentality of the fresent
Hungarien youth is much more demoerstie than it had been before.

C.(this sub-sectlion iz not applicable as subject is past 30
and had no children of school age.)

D. Untll 1953 Hungarian youth could not see clsarly and until
then it was mmepdihdexbofmooixk susceptible to Communist



indocirination attempts. Then the indoctrination gradually
falled becanse the Hungarian youth was asble to gee the con-
tracictions of Communizm in theory and in everyday practice,

The dissatisfaction of the youth finally culminsted in the
revolution of 1956,

I think that the young Hungarian industrial workers and the
so-cilled workling peasants were the most susceptible to
Comrunism.

E——

P TS
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LX. MAJOR DISSATISFACTIONS AS FELT IN PVFERYDAY LIFE

A. My greatest dissatisfaction in Communist Hungary vas

over the complete asbsense of political righta and the
corstiant fear in which one was cbliged to live. As a lawyer
by prefession I wee considsred a member of the explediting
group. 1 was also able to see the injustice of the courts and
pelice.mich betterthan the everage perscn in H ngarvy,

5. The other pecple complained mestly about the politicsl and
eccnomic uncertainly imwhich evervene lived, This wneertainty
Wes constantly increasing from 1948 on,



Li3-M

t. . zf:t'

XA,
L. THE ECONOMIC LIFE

A. I was out of prison for only three months during the last
year of my time in Hunvary. I was released in Juna,and until
the revolution I was unable to find employment. I sequired 2
meiical mkmbemea certificate statirg that I was i1l and under
treatment., I lived from the financial support rendered me by
the Israel legation in Budaspest. Since her release in 1953,
my wife had constantly been supported by the Israel legation,
In order to show an soceptable source of income,my wife made
shawla at heme. With this work and with the wmxk aid of the
lagation,our average incoms during the last yeer in Hungory
was about 2500 farints a month,

Doring the last thrse months before the revolution,one was
able to obtain any kind of foecd for money. We ate § alrly well,
and after my prison experience,l gained much weight,

G most serious problem was clothes. Everything we had was
confincated at the time of cur arrest. After my release,I

wap able to recover two suits of ¢lothes which I had concealed
for safety.in the home of a friend. In the way of clothes,my
wils =2nd son were also very bad off.

We were unable to find sn apartment of cur own., & distant
relative offered us one reem of his house.

A one room apartment entirely our own wes considered an
uncbtainable luxury.by vs at that ek time.

defore XRkB 194LS T had a villa of my own and owned censiderable
agriculturel property which was an extremely good scurce of
income. What I missed most was the peace and quiet of our
previcus 1ife. Opr one time high standsrd of living and our
preperty uf were of secondary importance. Our standard of
living has decressed considerably as compared to our pre-var
atandard. It would be extremely difficult to express the
differencd in percentage.

Yy standard of living in post-war Hyngary was the highest in
1948, Scon after that I was imprisoned.

I am unable to recall myocne who lived esxtremely well during
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the last year before the yevolution.Eut,until the tinme of my |

arrogt in 1951,T had known several Budspest sttorneys who

were able to afford comfortable homes,cara,and who entertained

on a large scale. "helr sptandard of living equaled their pre-

war standerd completsly. They were able to live in such & way

becausa they had =m extrémely good party contacta which essured
. then a very good incoms.

I do not know much sbout ths standard of living and its csuses

- during the puxtxfizw last five years befors the revolution,but
in the three years which preceded my arrest,the low mmk standard
of 1iving ean be atitributed to unfaversble trade relstions with
the Soviet Unlon,reparation obligations,and the ngtionalization
of Industries.

i
B. The average income of our family during the last year before !
the revolution was 2500 forints a month. The greater part of this |
wag the finaneial sid given us by the Israzeli legation. The rasg
was the small sum st which my wife made by making shawls and
srarves, During the meet of this time I was still in prison,and
in the three menths I was free,I had bemn unsble to fing em-
ploywent,

C. (this sub-sectirn is not applicable because subject was in
prison five years preceding the rewvolution.)

Do (ditto)

E.In Commnist Hungart I would prefer to 1ive in the city, It
is practically lipoasible to conduet my profession in the
country.

I think that the agricultural workers in Hungary ate mire and
batler foed than the city werkers did. The pensral standard o
liwing was higher in the country than in the eity. In the pther
hand,it wag politically easier to live in the city then in the

- couritry becauseé people wers less under cbservation in the oity
thar in the country.

- After 1945 that part of my real erestate property which was on
Czechoelovakian territory had besn confliscated by the Ciecheslevak
govermuent. Some 5 Or 6 wyokes of fmm land remained hére in Hune
gary and at the time of the celliwctivizationd program I expected
that it womld finally bLe taken awey from me. I leased this land
to = tenants. It was confiscatad only in 1950 at the tima of
ny Errest.
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Whaen the cnﬂ;ﬁiﬁinﬁm of farms began in Hungary,I realized
that it woul: a considerable decline in agricultural
production becauss the incentives of private ownership and
private profit were lacking.

I heve a very poor opinion of the cellectivization of farma

as it Was condusted in Hyngary. There were nc sgriculture
experts on the large fetate farms which had been fermed. In

this way the advanteges of large scale farming could not be
realized. The farmm cocperative production groups and farm
ecooperatives were formed on & compulsory basis. Fecple were
less willing to work here than on their own farme. There was
much red tape,too much arguing over what should be dene,petty
thafta,and political indoetrination which caused the cooperative
menbers to be disgusted with cooperstive farming.

Wnen the large scale collectivization program was launched
af'ter 19LB,211 peasants cbjected equally to it. Mosi of the
kuleks had slready beesn eliminated by somewey cr other by
that time.

There wae some tallk of dissolving farm cooperstives and

cooperative producticn groups in 1953,at the time of the

first Imre Nagy government. Bskosi did everything to check

the disintegration of cogperative ferming, In many mm3 places |
tha AVH had to intervene te compel the members to continue {
collective fﬂmiﬂgi

Tha ideal agriculture]l mymtms system would abolish the com-
pulsory delivery of crops,and would end government Interference
in agriculture. The maximm for fesl estate prooerty should

be set at 2000 yokes. I would even abolish the systsm of
tractor stetlons which had been introduced by lhe Hungarian
Commnists.

b
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XI. TRE PIOLITICAL LIFE

A, Rxfomm Before 1948 I was generally interestsd in politics,
but did not have any politicsl ambitions. Before tha waw I
was not & member of sny pelitical party. After the war in 1915
1 Joined the Hungarian Sceial Democratic party. I liked the
political program represented by the richt wing of the Sceinl
Jemocratic party. However,in the 19L7 elections I wobed for
the Bourgecls Bemocratic party (the Supka party). I joined
the Socizl Democratic party cut of nmecessity. I needed to
have party influence for my professien. I did not want to join
the Commnisl party and the only other perty of influence at
that time was the Social Demoeratic party.

1 had a very low cpinicn of the Communist party before 1948,
The Communists slmost hanged my father in 1919. He was freed
frea the gallows by the Cxechoslovak army whnen it came merching
in. Until hie death,my father was an ardant supperter of the
Horthy government.

I took part in the underground movement during Warld War II
and In this way I had same contact with Communists. But even
thea I was wary of them because I fesred that if they cane to
power my preperty would be confiscated. However,l wes willing
0 cooperate with them as far as defeating the Germans went.
It must be admitted that at time I did not exsetly know just
what communism was. Communism in Hunzary unvieled its true
facw only between 19,5 and 1908,

8, T think that Comrunist perty members can be divided into

two groups. To the first group belong Communist party members
Who are Communist by conviction. The second,and much larper
grotn, ire membership card heolders only. They pretend to be
Communists in order to get ahesd(opportunists) or ere com-
pelled te be members in crder to make = living. Meny Communists
by conviction became disillusloned by Communism when they saw
the seriss of blunders comitted by the party leadership.

During the last eight jears the polley of the dungarian
Communist party varied considersbly. Theze changes 1in
every cage were cietitad by Mosoow and reflected changes
within the Moseow politburesu itgelf,

1 heve never been e member of the Communist party,and know
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mi=iing notlilng sbout the party morale,

The top leaders of the Hungsrian Cemmunist party are,without
exception,Moscow puppets who sccept and carry cut instructions
given to them by Moscow.

Ths primery purpese of the Hungarian Communist leadsrship is
to strangthen Communism and tc isclate Hengsry both physieally

peychologically from the West. Their individual alms are to live

well,to preservetheir power,and all the sdventases which coie
with it. I think only a emell pereentage of the top Hunzariazn
leadership is Communiet by conviction who belisves sverything
that the Commnist party teaches or says. The others see elearly
the daceits of Coammuriem, They also reslire thet the Commmnist
economic structure is not sound andeamnnet operste well, The
ma]ority of them are evileminded,disbolic peopls. A slight
majority is misled snd means well.

when Hungary becomes indépendent,gll of the top Conmunists
lenders should be brought to justice,and tried by o ecourt.

C. There was opposition to Communiem in Hungery from the very
beginning. This in evidenced by a series of conspiracies,
smaller oppesition groups whose purpose was to publish and
distribute 1llegel leaflets sgainst the regire,to free the
poilitical prisoners,to asquire arme andtake part in the
liberation of Hungary when the time comes. Jhe general
pubiic in Hungary kmew very little sbout such resistance
movermnts or groups. I met mest of them in prison. There

was also a 2lonist underground movement which was very
active.

Other farms of cppoaition were grumbling,snd dissatisfaction
wlth the regime,the sirculation of anti-Communist rumers,

md silent sabotage within the industrial planta. Open strikes
were quite ocut of the question.

All. secial classes partivipated in this opposition to
Comunish, Most active were the eceinl classes most
affected by Comminism:the middle cla=s snd the upper class.
Mhese later forms of oprosition wers generally known to
everyong. “uch eppesition behsvier does not seem of too
great imprpdoey importancs,but 4t pesved the way to the



1986 revelution.

The degree of epposition behavier is in direct proportion to the
degree of terror and oppresicn, Opposition on a larger scele he-
gan in 3% 1948,and wis conducted by the upper class and the middls
closs. later it spread to the peasantry and,after 1953,even to the
industrial workers.

The opposition behavior of the imtellisentaia was probabiy the
girongest because this wos the class which was most oppressed.

I heard rumors goncerning the sctivities of the Petofi Cirels
in the Spring of 1956 when I wasetill in prisen. I wss abde to
read a copy of the "Irodalmi Ujsag" which was smiuggled inte

the prison labor camp, I was campletely suprisesd by the daring
tone of this newspaper. T obteined further details of the Petofi
Cirele after my relesse in June,1956. I have no knowledgze what-
aver cf the intellectuzl ferment even before the Petefi Circle.

The significance of the Petofl Cirele lies in their daring to
criticize the regine ocpenly,to point out the politiecsl and
economic mistakes committed by the Moseow govarmment,and te
oppose the liquadition of & large numbier of political endmles.

I think that the Hyngparien intellsctuals were the forerurners
of the Hyngarisn revolution.

1 have no general opinion of the intellectuals. Ity vapies
aceording to the individusl, Some of the HUngarisn intellactuals
behaved Very decently and dared to oppose communism, I think
many of “hem are reallstlc people and not impractical dreamsrs.
But,perhape the mejority of the writers and intellectuszls were
oppoertunists at one time or another.

The intellectuals were alile to stand oo azninst the regime be-
causa thuy had occupied an exceptional position all zlong during
Commnisn, The regime was more careful of how it handled Lhem.
Brutal methods could not be applied against them. Becsuse of
their exceptional poesition and because of t heir intellectual
superiority,they were able o start and promote the intellsctual
fervent which led to ‘the revolution.



AII. THE AFPARATUS OF POVER

k. The AVO officers were murderers and thieves. They were gancsters

wllling to do anything. The scum of the pessantry and of the industrial

workers who did not want to wark at home,were lazy,went and became
AVH officers. Many "lumpenproletar" Jews also joined the AVH,

Both my wife and I were srrested in 1551 on charges of espicnoga.
1 was gentenced to life imprisonment,but was placed on parole in
1956, three months before the revoluticn. My wife was in aff concen-
tration camp for toemmams 2% yesrs. As T have already mentioned,
our son had been born in a prison hospital and taken away from my
wife immedistely after birth. The AVH rebbed our house of every-

thing in it.

I did not meet any AVH officers who had pangs of conccisnce or who
wanted to leave the service,but I met some of the AVH gusrds who
drafted for this duty. They wanted desomn tdasperately to leave the
service,

When and if Hungary rsgiins hor independence,then 211 the members
of the AVH should be wery carefully screened. Their ectivities
durlng thelr service in the AVH sheuld be cerefully inveastigated.
A slmllar sereening procedure should ba applied like the one in
1945 for the members of the Hungarian gendarmarie. Only theose
members should escape responsibility Tor having served in the AVH
who esn prove that theghctively took part in the fight sgainst
comrundan . i

In J19U5 md 1946 I served twelve months with the Hongarian Hlue
Folice in Budapest. I left the service becsuse T saw thet T had
no chanee for promction due to the fact that T was of bourgeois
origin., Simple workers who were good Communist party members

Who had no education at all were sssigned te top positions within
the Blue Police force. On the other hand,pecple with law training
were assigned io insignificant,minor posts. uring the firet years
of the Communist regime meny officers of ths Horthy regime were
retained in the police force,and therefare,the force Mnetioned
very sffectively. Later on these police officers wewe custed fram
the force ard there wes a general decline in the eficioncy of
the police. After 'LB a1l non-party mesber & were ouated fpem
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the pelice force, )

During the revolution,the Blue policemen everywhere sided with

the insurrgents. They geve them arms and even supported them
actively. I know meny police officers,vhio,sven before the
revolution,were embittered enemies of the Ceemunist regime,despite
the fect that they were party members. There wap strong sntagonism .
in the Hluve Pelice force against the AVH,

B, Before 1945 the Hungerian cowrts functicned excellently, Charges
of ¢lass justlce are utterly unfoundsd. The Fecple's Gourts which
functioned in 1945 teo 19LT tried war criminals and the sc-called
"erimes asgainst the pecple.” The sentences imposed on war eriminals
sometimes were very severe,and not all of the pecple sentensed on
war crimes chargss were guilty, On the other hand,the so-called
"eriminals againat the pecple" (this incliuded crimes agatnst
conmunists,Jews,membership in fascist organizations,sic.) were
really pullty. The aentences imposed on them by the Paepls's

Courts were,almost witheut expeption,just.

Co During the revelution,in most places the Hungarian srwy sided
with the Freedom Fighters. In a very few places,at firet,the army
fought againat the insurrgents. Vhere the srmy did not 43 a unit
gide with the revolution,the soldiers escapod and joined the
Freedom Fighters individeally,or behave antirely passivaly.

I do not know of any cases where the comnduct of sn army unit
could be attributed to googrephic differences. '

Fram the polnt of view of rank,it can be said in genersl that
the enlisted men and the vast majority of the non-commissionsd I
efficers sided withths rovolution. There were comparatively less

suparters of the rovolution among the srmy officsrs. "

The difference of the conduet of the army cam be attributed mostly
tothe course the revolution took in that vicinity. vhere there were
no demongiratlens or fighting agianst the AVH and the Fussians,the
army wng more inclined to remiin entirely pessive. In some units |
the Communist officers were able to maintain control over the men/

all along.

1 wao completely surprisad by the conduct of the army during the
revolution. I thouzht that cn one hand military diseipline,snd on
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the other,rmmin Gommuinist indectrination weuld conpel the soldiers
and the army in general to oppose any revolution.

(The second part of the esction cannot be applied since the respondent
did not perform military service in the zrmy under the Sommunists.

regine. )

D, The Hungarimn feelings sbout the Ruseian army can be attributed
not to the 1848 events,but mmdy sclely to the conduet of the
Mussian troops when they invaded Hungary in 19LL and '1i5.

Before they came into ihe country we Jews expected them to put

an end to the Taseisty dictatershin and terror,tc oust ths Germens
from the country. But,shen they cams we experienced further
atrocities wn the part of the Russian troops. We fsared for out
vives,cur preperty,and our lives, My attitude toward the Russian
army has not changed einca 19S5,

( Respondent has had no ecntact with the Rusaien occupation troops
cther than fighting during the revolution)

uring the revelution I had some limited contact with the Russimns.
Seme of the boys in my group were able to speak Russian and they
talked to some o of the Fussians who came in after the re-cccupation
of Sudepest. The Russians did not lmow where they were, They asked

: - v ey Ehared whether the
Suew Cegnal wes far. In many places during the revolution,the
Russian enlisted men tried to be friendly with the
civilimn population. I do not ¥mow anything about the attitudes
of the Russlan officers. c

I have not noticed any difference in ths conduct of the Russians
during the revolution which could be attributed to differencea
of age,nationality,or the length of their stay in Hungary. The
troops with whom I had this limited contact were fresh trocps
which had arrived recently from the Sovist Uplon.

I do nct remember exactly on what date this cccurmrad,but it was
well before November iwe li. I witnessed s scens where two
Rassian tenks went over Lo the side of the revelutionists. Their
tanks were decorated with flowers and Hungarian flags.

I do nct know of any other cases where the Soviet soldiers hilped
Hungarians,refused to cbey their supericrs,deserted,fought on the
side of the Hungeriesns,feought against the AVH,or fought against
gach other,
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I have not heard of sny cases where the Scviet soldiers committed
sndividual acts of cruelty or torture agsinst Rungsrian or civilians.

B, It is true that sometimes local government 6fficials would be
willing to forget regulations and help t he peopls. For example, in
1949 and 1950 I experisnced that some of the judzes imposed very
Xix lenient sentences on peopla who were caught in sttempiing to
escape from Hungary. Such leniency was shown not only by the
Judgee who had served under the previcus regime,out also by the
new judges.

F, In the Hungarian Blue Police force and in the Hungarian courts

Zn I noticed sometimes thal some of the officials were willing to
listen to resson. But,interveniion was only possible &% in insignificant
cases,

It was possible to circumvent regulations and to resort to bribing,
especlally in public administration,in tex and customs admingéstration,
in the Hlue Pplice force,and at the ecurts. Both the pereson glving a
bribe and the one accepting the bribe weuld be punished severely if
they were caught.

O. My opinion of the top officers of the AVH is that they were not
intelligent not efficisnt. Frobably the sume was the situaticn in
Fungarian army. I do not know what the Russian army leadership was
likke. The Hungarian public admindidtration officials were alao very
inferior. Moat of the senior officials who had served under the
Horthy regime were dimmissed by the Commnists,and their places
were filled with young peesants and workers who had neither the
intelligence nor the education required,
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XI1I, AGSESSHENT OF FUTURE PROSPECTS FOR HUNGARTY

A. The immediate fubure of Hungary hinges entlrely on the course
of world polities,especizlly on the reletions between East and
West. Hungsry is only cne of the many problems that sre to be
solved. It 4s posgible that in the near future the Fast and West
will agree upon the creatien nf a nevtrsl nonemilitarized block
in gentral Furope in aceordance with the Eden plan propesed at
the Geneva Summit conference in 1995,

Within Hungary I think that Kadar will stay in power for same tire.
He may be replaced by snother Soviet puppet.tut he or his successor
are Insignificant. A slizht easening of the situstion swithin Hungary
can be expectad,

For the time beipg,the stubbarn and Lnpertinent policy of ths
Soviet Union will continue to gain for her diplomatic advantages.
But,the Soviet Unicn w111 only go so far as she deems it pafe
without provoking the West in & world war. The loosening of
eontrol over the sattolite countries will epen the road for

=m sconomie penetration by the West, American and Westorn
economic penetration into the satellite courtries will graduaslly
be accompanied by political penetratinn s well,

I hope that the Western world will be sble to ime locslilse
Communism end confine it within ite oun borders, The internal
situation within the Soviet Union will then probably cauge
& collapsa,both economnical and political,

A war between the Soviet Unien and the United States is peeeible.

I do not deem it desirable becsuse it would cause periieps the

ruin of the entire elvilised world, I den't think thad the people
at home desire such a war,although they wmay not e as wedl informed
of the possible outeame of such a @ muclear war as the pacple here
in the West are. If war bresks out between Fest and Vast,the war
will likely start within my owm 1ifetime. ‘his war ceuld be avoided
by strong internstional pressure upon the Soviet Union,but the
Merican foreign policy is too hesltant and vacilating,
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Perhaps in connection with the settlement with the Oorman problem,
the Seviet Union will be willing to neutralise the present satellite
countries,

B. During the past imn ten years we in Hungary hopad that after tne
signing of thwsignimom® the fAustrian Peace Treaty the Scviet
finion would be forced to withdraw ite troops from Hungary. The
German issue was also mxk encther problem in the frame work of which
the occupsticn of Hunpary may slso be solved. Our hepes were high,
especially after Stalin's death when we saw that the Americans to-
gether with Western Eurepe were conducting a mere déicisive policy
toward the Seviet Undon,

Our hopes were diminiuhing aftar the peaceful ssttlement of the
Borlin problem in 19L%. We then hoped that a showdown between East
and West oould m:t be avoidad. Our hopes were high et the time of
the Geneva Summit “on erence and declined sgain after the confer-
Snce.
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XIV,.S0CIAL,POLITICAL AVD ECONOMIC IDEOLOGY

A. An independent Hungary should be truly democraztic and neutral.
ohe should conduoct trade and economic relaticns with all cowntries
if this is advantageous to her.

By Hyngary should put preat emphasis on developing her industries.
Byen in case of an excoptionally poor crop,Hungary can elweys grow
anpugh to supply her home demand. Emphasis should be put on develeping
her 1ight industries since Hungary is unable to compete with the
heavy industry of the Yest or imerica. Thetextils and chamieal
Andustries have grest possivilities in Hungary. In comnection with
this,Hungarian sgriculture should specialize in industrial crops.
All industries which sarve cnly war purposes should be sbolished.
The expmnsion of the Hungarian locemotive industry md sgricultursl
machine industry should be continued., Hore heme appliances should
also be manufactuwred, “his branch of industry is very neglected in
Hutizary .

When Communism is overthrown in Hyngary the naticonslized enter-
prises vhould gradually be restfored to private ownership. The
money derived from the sale or laasing of pational enterpréses
sheuld be placed in a epocizl fund,the pem puroose of which weuld
be to oompensate the owners whe had been nationalized.

In &n independent Hungery the farm cooperativss should be sbolished,
but the state farms should continue. Large state farms ere necassary
for experimenting and to serve as model farms.

Uovernment management rnd cwnerahip should centinue only with
rogard to iranspootaticn focilities,coul mines,end cne or tuwe
large industries. Otherwise,private owrership should be re-
atored. T am epposed tcthe nationalisstion of 1isht industries.

The poveememtn gmyernmxtx government farme sheuld ecentinue to
function. The owners of priveate estatss should not be ziven back
more then & 2000 yokes. The compulsory surrendering of crops
should be sbolished. Goverrmant interference in aszriculture should
EHEEH-
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If I were to chooes between thm a democracy which did not insure
a fair standard of living,and a dictatorship wheik which gives
no frecdom,but ineures a fair standard of living,T would choose
democracy. I valus fresdom more than & gusranteed standard of

ldving.

I would not be in faver of outlawing the Communist party in an
independent Hungery. An underground Cemmunist party can be more
dangercus than when it cperates abowe zround.

C. In 2lliance with the Vest is desirsble for Hungary,but perhaps
due to Hungary's geographieal locetion,I think that a neutrality
like Austria's would be more advantageous. With the Soviet Union
and the satelliie countries Hungary should have no military er
eultural relations. Economie relations should be based on mitusl
economic interests.

Hungary should cenduct f lively culfural and econemical relations
with the western Puropsen countries and with The United States.

I hed first heard about a plan for the federaticn of the Danubiam
countries in the writings of Kossuth. I was very sueh impressad
oy this plan, Ve discussed such questions among friends at home.
Very many pecple in Hurgsry are in favor of such a federation,

I myselfl am strongly for it. I think that sueh & federation is
possibla,

If such a Danubian fedsretion should be formed,I would liks to
have Miatris,fugoslavii,Rumania,and Czechomlovakis participate
in it. T would not wani Bulgaria to be in it,

The great masses of the people at home would favor such a plan.
Perhaps only the conservative elements of the middls class would
be opposed to ki it.

I consider Hungery's present boundariea very unjust. I would want
territorial adjustments slong the Crechoslovak border,T would want
the return of Transylvenia,and of the Hyngarian inhablied ditricts
of Tugoslavia. I think the territorial sdjustments mmm con be
realised only in course of a peaceful settlement of eentral snd
eastern Furcpe.

fate
I am concerned about the/faitk of the Hyngarian minorities in
the nelghboring countries, Langusge and cultural privileges
should be secured for tham.
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XV. THE FORMATION OF PUBLIC GPINION

A. Before the revelution I did not know anything about
Khrushchev's secrot speech.

While I was in Hungary heard asbout Senator ‘icCarthy's Tight
againat Communism here in the United States. I sympathised
with him and considered his activities very usefnl and fruit-
ful,

I heard about the fall of Peron while I wes in Hungary,but
did not attach any importance to Lt.

Before the revoluticn we Heard rumeors to the effeot that
Bokosi's private 1ife was just as luxuricus as that of
Hitler. “e did net know eny detells about him.

B, Pefors my arrect I was #n contact with the Israsli
legation. I received my most reliasble information con-
cerning the world situstion sndy)f world velitical events
from diplomatic sources, The second most fmpegkan important
source of infourmation were the foreign radic broadcasts.
lhe first source I cansidered verv raolisble. The sscond
fairly reliabdé.

C. During my years in prieon,that is frem 1951 to 1995,

I was able to get information cencerning nolitical events
from the civilian feremen employed in the Hungarian slave
mines. They gave us an account of what the foreien radiec
were bDroadcasting. These sceounts were not alwaye relistle
becruse vary often they dimkwwk distarted facts. Heny times
thoy mixed wishfu) thinking for fncta.

O, Before and during the war I resd a1l of the newspapers
which were being published in Hungarv., I went everyday to a
cefe and there all the newspapers were available, I alao
regularly read one ortwo literary and pelitizal magnzinea,
I elso read many books,botifhovels and law bocks. I read
both claesic and modemm authors,nct only Hunzarisn,but
aleo foreign. The Fremch writers I resd in tne oripinal
text,the others I read in Hyngawisn translaticns. I was
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well xkm satisfied with the kind of reading materiasl which
WAz available at that time. However,during World War IL,it
became more and mors difficult to obtain Western publications.

After the war and before my imprisonment I read ail of the
Hungarlan dally newspapers and was also able to obtain Franch
and S«wiss newspapers. Such papers I received frrom forelgn
ik diplomats staticned In Budapest. During my imprison-
ment I was able to pet coples of the “"Szabad Nep" once aor
twice,swix wnich were smuggled dn to the prison labar comp
by the elvilian employees.

The pelitical articless in these newspapers I always resd in
great detall. From 1948 on I was wery about everything which
I read in the Hungarian newspapera. liot even sgtatintical re-
ports could be accepted as relisble. Tne enly had a basin for
speculation. Cometimes,however,ons was able to read betwoen
thas lines,

Neither I nor my friends read any publication from the Soviat
Union or from the other astellite countries. Such publications
were ghailable ,with the exception of Lhe Tugoslab ones.

Before my arrest [ read Swies and Prench newspapers which I
obteined from the Israeli legestion in Budapest. Mthamdae,
only commnist newspapers,for example,the " Humanitd "

or " Ce Seir” wore aveilable =% govermment nevo-
stands. But,even these newspapers conteined some news 3 tems
which were not published in the Hungarian Comminist news-

P-ﬂpﬁl‘a "

I did not read any illegal publications fyom the West. The
only excefptions were the fadlo Free Eurcpe leaflsis,

We read books placed on the index by the Hungarisn Commmistd
goverament. These were very herd te obtain. When the becks
were placed on index,they were withdrawn from cireuldtion,
that 1s,Irom book stores and libraries. But,the swrendering
of thasell Looks by privaete individumls was pot taken very
seriously. I had such books in my posssssion,but thay wvere
riot placed in the front row of my bookshislf. We talied about
such books and exchanged themd smeng friends.
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AVI. IVINTS OUTSIDE HUNGARY

A. I think there are chances of &n internal chenge in the
Boviet Union. Feonomic changes and more oultural changes,
and more cultural contact with the Western world may devedbeop
which would gixm influence the mertality of the pecple =%
=y in the Soviet Union., I think that the possivility of
a revolution in the Soviet Union like the one in Hungary is
not to be entirely excludad.

In my opinion the vast majerity of the poeple in the Sovist

Onion are sgainst Cemrunism. I form my opinion on the Lasis

of what I heard from people who were prisoners of wor in the
Soviet Union,or who were there for seme time.

Both gradual liberatieon and revolution are pessible. Onoe
the dictatorship relaxes its hold on the people,then ths
avalanche of liberalion carmet be stepped.

If freec lections wers to be held in the Soviet Uniom,I
think that the Camunists wetld be overthrown. Some worker
and peasant parties slong Soclal Democrstic lines would
come to power.

I think thal some of the top leaders of the Soviet Unien
are Communists by conviction. Their collsctive aim 1s to
ereate world communisn and to maintain the territories which
they have allowed mmquired., They are motivated by Russian
imparialistéc nima.

As individusls I think that the members of the Sovlist polit-
bureau are milicious,disbelic people who are primarily in-
terested in material gains,and in maintaining their powar
over the advantages which it gives them, They differ from
the Hungarien Communist lesders in ss mush as they have
more power and are more intelligent.

B. Of the countries memtioned,Yugeslavia ia 'bh%mst popular
because of its opposition to Moseow. Foland is second most
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popular because of traditicnal Hungarisn friendship and because
of the evente during the revelution.

The least popular are Czechoslovakia and Rumania becauss of
their conduct toward Pungarian minorities before World War IT
and immedistely after it.

If free elections were to be held in these countries,I think
that Communism would be overthrown everywhers,and a Bourgecis
Svcial Democratic party would coms to power.

I think that of the countriss merntioned Esst Oermany and Czecho-
slovakia have the highest standards of living,with Fgland and
Bulgaria the lowest.

C. I think that the vast majority of the pecple in Fgland are
opposed to Communism and wonld like to be free of Soviel ties.
The Gomulka government 1s wallkdng the tight-rope batween

Soviet Comunism and independence, T think economic aid {or
the Gomulka government 1s essential. This goverament represents
a virtual ghange,and improvement. His stay in power will depend
largely an the further course of political events...namely,the
relations between the United States and the Soviet Union.

My views on the Polish situetion have not changed since my
departure from Hungary.

fwents in Poland hed an effect on Hungary. The pecple in' fun-
gary knew about the thaw in Poland which meant amnesty for
phlitical priscnerc,economic and political concessicsn,and
also the replacement of Stalihists. This served te encourase
the resistance of ihe people in Hungsry, The eituation in
Poland was the direct cause of the demonsirstiens in Buds-
pect and these demonstrations later led to the outhresk of
the revelution.

The foreign radios and also the Hungarian neuspapers wrote
sbout a change in Polend even before the Poznen trial,

With xmpmwxk respect to the loss of lives and the enormous
suffering of the people at home,it probabily would have been
better had the Aungarian revolution taken the same courss as
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Pelish rewolution. Hawever,it eammot be denied that the
moral victory of Hungary is greater,snd that the cld Moscow
policy can newer azgain return.

D. Tito and Yugoslsvia had a grest influence on the eastern
Euréipean satellite countries. WNamely,after Tito had severed
ties wifith Bhe Soviet Union and established frieddly relaticns
with the West,especially with the United States,the concditbons
in Tugoslavia improved conesiderably. In this way Yugorlevia
became an exmmple to be followed by the satellite countries.
As the lesser of two evils,the people in these couniriss would
have preferred national comminism instead of Stalinist intar-
national Communism.

I think that Tito ls the originstor of national Communiem.

I do not approve of national Comminism either,because it is
Ixkiinic basieslly still Communiem. However,it cannot be denied
that it i1s the lesser of two evils. It can be considered a
transition from International Communism to demeoracy. As such,
it can exlst only temporarily.

Tito's relaticns withthe other eastern bLuropean countries are
good becsuse secretly they sympathize with him. However,the
official policy of the other eastern Furopesn countries is
always determinad by the line which Moscow takes toward ™ to.

litn'ﬂ relaticns te Moscow always change. At present,it scems
that the relatlons between them have improved considerably in
coamparison to what they were in 1918,

Tite is conducting close trade relstions with the Western
Wworld and is a nember eof come sort of military alliance,slso.
Xitis Tito's attitude toward the Hungarian revelution changed
during the revelution iteelf. Basically ¥ito blamed the
Soviet Union for causing the outbrsalk of the revelution in
Hungary. On the other hand,he feared that the Hungarian
example would be fellowed by his communists at home,

There are Titolsts In the other esstern furépean countries
who may rise to powsr. This depends largely on the course
of world events.

I think that Titp bas supporters in Yugoslevia,nevertheless,



he would be fefastad in free elections,were {ree elections to
be held in Tugoalevia., %

I Imow comparatively 1ittle about the internal situationd in
Yugeslavia, I thirk that the gtantard of living is probsbly
higher than it was in Hungary before the revolution,snd there
is mere political freedom. I formy my opinion on what I heard
frem Togoslavs,becsuse I met a good many of them while I was
in prison.

E. I approve of the [pelish-French-Isrstli invasion of Egypt.
J"hﬂ}' would have defeated Nasser had not the United States
intervened.,

[ siam don't think the Egyptian govermment had the rizht to
netionalize kicix the Suer Cansl btecause sir Erypt was bound
by international szreements to reepect the rights cf the
commercial companias which were in charge of the canal. The

is very vitel for the sconomy of both Asia and Europe.
It cannot be under the control of one government alone.

Bevelopments in Eghpt had a positive effect on the course of
the Hingarisn revclubtion. World opinion in the United Nations
could not give their wouthoest undivided attention to Hungary.

The standard of living in Yest Germany iz highgy,probably
even higher thmm in the United Stetes,

I mpprove of Germen rearmament because everything should be
done to bring about the liquadaticn of international communism.
Germany should be rearmed even if this means the possille
danger of 8 third world war.

1 do not think that the West Qermeny army is stronger then
the armed farces cf elther Britalrn or France. In my oplnion
the length of military service in YWest Uermany is probably
twe yoears.

Both the Germam ard the Russlan ssmspia cccupation of Hungary
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were oqually smtasifud distasteful to me. The Qermens killed
my mother and many membars of my famlly., The Russianas tock

sway ny property,ruined me financially,and cast me into prison.
The Russian ocoupation troeps were undisciplined and robbed and

plundered,whily tho Germans did the same thing,only in 2 more
disciplined manner,

I think that to the people in Hyngary both cecupetion forces
are equally umpeopular,

G. I heard about the NATD in Hungery,and know of 1te aima and
purposes. 1 spprove of its existance and deom its military
etrength essential.

ihe YWarsew Pact was signed to counter-balancs the NATD,

I spprove entirely of the policy cf the right wing in the
British Labor party. The Eart-;r is against Commmnism and hae
a great influence on the Sociel Demperatio parties of con-
tinental Eurcope. I wes extremely plessed by the flasco of
the Bulganin-Khrushichev visit to London in 1956, Gasitakell,
snd other members of the Sritish laber party gave them thédr
frank opinions on the situation in the Sewiet Unimn.

I think that the hishest standard of living from smong the
countries mentioned is in Eritein,with Ttaly second,Greece
third, East Cermany fowrth,snd the Soviet Union fifthe,and

EgHypt last.

He In my arrival in the United Stztes I sow immediately that
lve nigh ls entircly different from what it was in Forope.
Becple work more and faster,live better,have more time for
recrestion,but their cultural 1ife is pocrer than in Europe.
The deollar is the riost improtant thing in fhe United States,
and everythling centers around it.

I have a very peor opinion of The United Stetes' farelgn
poliey. It is too conciliatory toward ths Soviet Union, It
is very indecisive.




I think that the United States should give sconomic aid to
the Soviet satellites,becsuse in this way it can isclate them

from the Swxoax Soviet Union. :
close

The lnited States should conduct/meth diplomatic,cultural,and
commerclal relations with Hungary. In this way The United States
goevermment has more opportunity to influence the cenditions
back at home. But,if possible,The Uhited States should net
recognize the Xadar govermnment,or should requemt Kadar's re-
placement as a conditbon for economic aid. Since my arrival

in the United States,I think that the United States should

try teo influence the United Nations to contuct a more effective

poticy against Soviet oppression.

I think the people at heme would like to see more Western
visitors of all kinds. They would be sble to get a better
kmowledge of the conditions in Hungary and of the mentality
of the Hungarian pecople. Perhaps they would then to somsthing
in the interests of our country back at home.

Befere departing for Hungary,Western visitors should be
warned not to cause trouble forthe people st home. They nust
realize they sre under gonstant police supervision and that
every contact with the pecple 2t home mmy be dangerous for
bhem.

I think that the most recent Hungarian refuzees should be t he
ones to Inform Western wisitops sbout cordiitiens at home,be-
cause they probably have the best knowledge of what life is
like,

The gon pecple at hame are very much interezted in Yestern
publications. However,it 1s a difficult question how to get
these publications to them. I do not think that the present
Hungarisn government would permit the shipment of Yestern
publications by mall. Perhaps the Weatern legations in Hun-
gary could find somie wey of distributing these publicsticns.

I think

pmm— T e el L R
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I do not know detnils about the Barshall Plan which was
lsunched by the Uaited Ctates governmment in 19L8. Its pur-
pose was to ald the disrupted economiss of war ridden
Furope. Ite secondary purpecse may have besn to sustain
post-war boon within the United States. 1 do not know of
any political conditions attached to the Marshall isf aid.

In 1950 Communist Merth Korea wanted to corporate democratic
South Kordéa. The 'nited States interfered in the Korean war
because it wanted to curb Soviet sxpansion. I do not know of
gny other pEm purposes the Unted Siates may have had.

J. The United Nations must be basically reorganized to make
it more operative and effective. MHow it stands in €he same

catagory as the cne time league of Nationa,

In the sutumn of 1956 the United Nations should have adopted
affective sanctions against the Soviet Union which wounld

have compelled the Soviet Unitn Lo withdraw its troops from
Hungary,and perhaps also from the cthar satellite countries,

I do not expect sny effective actlon by the United Nations
which weuld fever Hungary/ ¥x in the future,




XVII. KNOWLEDGE OF AMD ATTITUDES TOWARD STLECTFD FERSONALITIES

A, ‘here is no one I would call the greatest living Fungerian
today.

B. Imre Nagy is a Sommunist, I do not distinguish between
Communists who are idealists and who are not. However,Imre
Nagy has opposed the Soviet Union and has deviated to a certain
exient toward bourgeols demoeracy. He would have been only

a temperary sclution in the progress %wm towsrd the creation

ef a Western-type demoeracy in Hungary.

Before he was raised to the dignity of cardinal,some of the
pecple who knew Cardinal Hydeenty as a simple villace priest
did not have the best opinion of him. They considered him a
determined,stubborn person. But,l have a very gk high regard
for Cardinsl Mydzenty because he dared Yo opuose the constantly
incressing Communist terror. His radio nddress on November 3
wag very 1ll-timed and not very political.

Lazlo Rajk is the same kind of Cemmunist as the others. The
time when he was the lHa minister of interior in Hurgary,he
comitted many atrocities.

Erno Gero is the prototype of Hungsrian Comminist who serwves
Moscow.

Kadar was responsibvle for the atrccities of the AVH at the
time when he was minister of he Ilnterior. He alse took an
active part in planning some of tha show-case trials, He
is very easy to influence and very indecisgve. He glven the
impressicn of being very nervous.

I become mcquainted with fSswex® General Bsla ¥iraly in prison.
He is anti-communist and was able to gzive me an acceptable

egplanation cf his reasons for joining the Communist party at
that time. He hated fascism end communism in the same way, His
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way of thinking is very demporatia.

Amma Kethly is the leader of the Socisl Democratis party's
right wing. She is sgeinst Communism,and behave exgellently
while in prison. Her speeach in Madlscon Squere Garden during
the Hungarian revolution was very 1ll-advised and can be
attributed to the influvasnce of Imre Szelig.

I have great respect for President Bisenhowsr as & soldier,
but I do not value him much as a statesman.

I have a very poor cpinion of Secreddry-Censral Smmees
Hammarskjold. The officef of Secretary-Ceneral in the
United Nations sheuld be in much more cepeble hande,

Mr. Dulles is not a zocd state secretary. I have a very poor
opinion of his fmxriwx foreign policy with respect to France,
Enelend,snd the Soviet Union. He is alse to be blamed for
United Nationsf iractivity during the Hunza-ian revel tiocm.

I do not think that Eden's policy was very clever in the
Near Fast,but I spppove of his sctlons regarding the Suex
Canal in 1956.

-
I have a much higher opinion of /Fresident Bar Trumen 25 &
steteaman than of President Lisenhower.

My opinion of Pregident Eisenhcwer,State Secretery Dulles,

arid The United Stetes' foreign pelicy has changed since my
arrival in the United S¢ates. I consider them more to blame
for events in lmsary than I did ot home.

i know who Mikoyan is,but T am unable te form sn opinian of
him.

Hehru is & very skillful dimplomat,but is attitude toward the
Kxm Soviet Union is great mistake,

I have a good opinbon of Ueneralissimo Chilsny el Ehek,snd I
hope that he will be able to liverate Comvunlst China.

Ferenc Nagy is a controversial figure. I do not what is true
about his telephone conversation with Rakosi. Alledgedliy,he
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demended money for his resignation at thast time. Maybe thia
is only an unfounded rumor. It is possible that ¥emx Ferenc
Hagy did the best he could under the existing circumstances.

- President Roosevelt committed a series of mistakee in his
forelgn policy toward The Sovist Unlon. He mede s number of
concessions &t the conferences with Stalin which duz the

- grave of postewar furope,and were the seeds of political
gﬁ:iiuulﬁiaﬂ in Eurkpe. He was too gullible toward the

idns.

Chancellor Adenhavear is a very wlse statesman.

Stalin has commitied the same kind of atrocities szainst
humsnity as Hitler did,

Malenkov is one of the few Soviet statesmen who favord
agreemsnt +ith the Wept,

I heve no opinion of Generalissime Franco.

ﬁﬁgq_nut approve of Emm Bevin's policy toward the Soviet
o,

Khrushchev's visit to =~ proved that he does not
have the qualities which ¢mn enable him tosolve the political
queatione snd problems of Furops zmd today.

Molotov is the most prominent representative of the Stalin
policy within the politburean todsy. He 1s & talénted
diplomat and ststesman.

¥ T approve of Ollesnhauer's policy toward the Soviet Unlen,
tut he should be more conciliatory towsrd Chankellor Adenhsuer,

Churchill is the greatest states upope. It is very
regrettable that he was unable to 1e views st the

- international conferences where the fate of Zurgpe was de-
cided.
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XVITI.ATTITUDES TOWARD EXILES AND FXILE ACTIVITIES,

A. Before November L only suspicicus eleménts who were
probably afraid of modskorinwsx the consequences ef a
victoricus revelution left Hungary. Also,opportunists went
away who were interested enly in lsading xz better livesthan

they had been living in Hungary.

After Wovember I the pecple who left were those Who had taken
part in the fighting end had to fear retaliation. Those »ho
took part in the intelleetual ferment which led to Lhe
revolution also fled, Folitlical prisconers who were freed oy
the revelutien alsc feared that the suppression of the
revolution weuld mean their return te prison.

Hoat of the refugees came from western Hunzer'y and from Buds-
pest. I do not have any statistices on the refupees,but I
think all sccial classes pnd all zze groupe were equally
repregentad.

The people who remained al home either did not hsve canse to
fear retaliation,or had gocd jobs,real estats which they did
not want to lose,and many people did not com2 out begause they
weref tooc old for such mdventures,or becsuse they had to stay
for family reasons,

I am very sorry for thosé who did not have the pelitical fere-
sight to see the situation and decided to remain.

I know of cases where people could have come ont of Hunzory,
but did not wish to do so beceuse they had small real estats,
or did not want to leave thelr farilles. I alsc kmew of =
plumber who deemed it his patriotic duty tc =osm remain.

“he people wim at home probably envy us and slse are glad that
at least we are safe. They may taink that we have & mission to
£111 in the liveratlon of Hungary.

If it were possible for everyone to leave Huapary,l think sbout
60f of the people now at home would still deecide to remsin. They
would be motivaled by age,property,homesickneas,and jobs.
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B. While I was still in Hungary I knew and heard about sueh
exile organisstions as,for exmaple,the Hungarisn Hational
Comittes. I knew that Beln Varga was ite chairman,
and it included such Hungari angt politicians =g Pfeiffer,
Eokhardt,and Xallsvy.

Since arriving in The United States,I have had ne condtact
with any exile organizations of peoliticians.

L heard about the Hungarian National Committese in Hungary.
It ie an organization of democratic Hungarian politicimms who
are best qualified to represent Hungary sbroad.

I have heard about the MHEK at home. It is basically a military
organization censisting of fascist army offivers.

At home I heard that Bela Vargs,ons time chalrman of the
house in parldsment in Hungary,and an smfinent member of the
Hungarian Small Holders party,was the chairman of the Hun-
garian National Committes here in the §6H.U.S.

I have a very high regard for Dr. Tibor Eckhardt. He was an
cppositionary pelitician in Hungary during the Herthy regine,
end was sent out by Horhty himself/ when the poverncr fesred
that the Germans would owerrun Hunzary. Eokhardt's mission
here in the United States #x during World War II was to
represent Hungary < if the Oermans occupisd it,and to fomm
antl-lUarman cabinet in exile.

I have heard about Imre Kovacs at home. ‘e was a Pessant
party Parliament momber,a writer,and a demperat.

Imre Szelig is a member of the Soclal Nemocratic party.lle
1z one of the theg-ist of the party.

Feyer was the leader of the Bungarian Sceial Democratic
party at home., He was not very popular.among the Social
Demperatic workers becmuse he escaped from Hungory.

Mikles Kallay was oné time prime mimmit minister of Hung ary.
e tried to oppose the Uermeans in avery wayr roesible.

Zoltan Pfeiffer was cne time under-secretary in the Ministry
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of Justice. He was not very popular.

Istvan Barankovies is an excellent newspaper man and a
politicina.

Jesef Kogl-Horvath is a priest who was & parliament member
for the Small Holders party.

Bela Fablan is a ridiculous person who,as a Jewishl lawyer
end one time member of the Hungarian parliament,tries to
play himself up here in America as the true representative
of the Hungarian Jaws. lmny people resent his activities
durin; the Horthy regime and his conduct in German concen-
tration camps.

Ceneral Ferenc Farkas wans one time commander of the Hun-
garian army cofficers' scademy in Budapest. Undew the
existing circumstances,hds way of thinking at that time

was democratic. However,he played a role under the T
govermment and this has disqualified him for any furiher
political role.

Mto of Hapsburg is a Bemocratic member cof the Hepsbury family.
I don't think he will return to the Hungerian irew throns.

Horthy's policy against the Communists was/¥ proper and for

a long time succesaful, He was in 2 difficult pesition during
Werld War IT and succeeded in forestalling the German cccupation
of H‘l.'l.ngar]h

I don't think that the politicians in exile were sble to
axgewpiish anytkivcxatiatixfar achleve practicell nothing
for Hungary. They have lost all ccontact «ith the Hungmriagn
pecple and are only politiezl mummies,

The Hungarian politieians in exlle,especizlly the Hunparian
National Counecil,should have preveiled on American sublie
opinion and used its influence on the United Nations,immx

to have them change their attitude toward Hungary,snd

pressure them inteo taking a firmer standpelnt in the Hune
garian question. Before the revolution the Hungaria- politicians
In exile failed to impress upon Weatern publiec opinien.the
slmost unamimous unpopularity of the Communist regite at home.
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Many pecple =txhem= here In The United States thouzht that
before the revolution the Hungariasns were in favor of Communisn.

C. I have not met any Hunzarians who left for the Yest alter
19l5 and later returned. But,I have heard of the Conmunist
radefeetinnaammatan _ _ . —campalin. I think it is
gimply propaganda on the psrt of the Communists. They misled
the Hungarian immigrants and lured them back home. Later on,
mogt of them were lmpriscned,

D. The people at home should like to know how the Hungarian
regugess are faring in the “est,and especially in the United
States,and what kind of aid or support they are getting frem
the Western governments and orgamkizations. They should not
be tcld the truth,namely,to what extend the Yeat and Yestaern
relief organizations have failed to assist the Hunzarians,

The Hungarian exiles sheuld try to adjust themselves to live
in the United States and in the bther Yestern couptries as
smme soon as possibvle. Tveryone should try to support himself
and not keerme be compelled to rely upon the zid of refupee
organiestions.

I have slready joined the Hungerien Federation of Freedm

Fighters here in the United States. The purpuse of this

organization should be to prepere the liberation of Bungary,

and to fulfill the democratic demands: which had been formulated

during the Hungarlan revolution. I have no objections sfainst

sarller HBungarisn refugess Jolning this erganisation as long

as they are neither Communists nor fascista. |

I do not know mf atcout the actiwities of Hungarian politicel
parties In exile. [ only know thet some of the Hungarian fascists
are orianigdng a new faselst Hungarien porty here in America,snd
are already publist-ing = newspsper called "Stabad Hagyercorszag'.
Itis regrettable that the fmerican suthorities tolerate such
activities,

During the revolution I knew about the revivel of the Hungerien
political perties. I tocok active part in the revival of the
Social Demoerstie party. I approved of such political sctivities
because it was neccasary to elect a new parlisment and to form

a new government. “ithout the revival of the partles elections
could not be held.
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I don't think that the politiclans whe went inte exile pre-
vicusly should have returned to Hungary to participate in the
revived parties,

L. “hen and if Hurgsry is liberated from Communist rule.T want
to return home.

I insist that my son study Hunzarian here in the United Ctates.
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XIX. AUDIENCF REACTION TO FADID AND LEATLETE

A. Until my arrest in 1951 I listened regularly to the
Hungarisn broadcastes of the B.B.C*,Badic Paris,Veice of
America,and also to Rrdie Free Europe brosdecasts after it
was organised,Ithink in 1950. During the three months thst
I was free in 1956,I listened to all these radiocs,and also
to the Hangarian breadcasts of Radio Israsel.

Reception was the best on Fadlo Free Furope broadcasts,be-
cause these prograns were brosdcast on several wave lengths |
simultaneocusly. |

11 stations were jsmmed,but because Rsdic Free Eureps
breadcasted progrens skmultanecusly on ssweral wave lenghts,
it was sometimes possible to receive the program on one
wave length which ves less jarmed than the others.

I always listened Lo the Hungarian broadcasts,sometimes to
French broadcasts of Radio Faris.

I = listened to these brosdcasts regulerly every day,ususlly
in the evening after B o'clock. We discussed the progrims 2

every day among reliable friends.

I d1d net have a radio when I was freed Trom priscn and there-
fore I was compelled to listen to these broadecasts on the
radie of the relative in whose home we were temporarily living.
Usually the entire family listened tegether to the foreisn
fadie broadeasts. & took care to close all windows=d doors
before turnin: on the radin.

Sometimes I heard sbout the forelgn radio brosicasts when I
was not able to listen to them spaefY myself. 1t was a genersl
teple of conversation ameng frienda,

Up to the time of my arrest it was dangercus to listen to
forelgn radio broaicasts snd to talk sbeut them. In prineinle,
listening to the foreizn radlo programs in itlpelf was not
punishable.but if 2 perscen wss apprehended in doing thie,ihen
it was usually supposed that he slso talked shout they ProsTamns
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te others. Talking of the programs was considered s crine

of inciting against the pecples demceracy. It usually meant
a sentense of six months to five yesrs,depending upon the
elass origin of the person apprehended. However,I think thst
this danger deterred only very few pecple from listening to
the radio broadcaste. It 1s said that one year bafore the
revolution it became comparatively safe to listen kpenly to
fom foreipgn radio broedeasts and to talk sbout them.

Seme of the promises made by the foreign radios,sspecially
during the revolution,were utterly unfounded. This has created
a cerialin resction azalnst forelrn radic broadecasts when it
bewane ewident tha® “estern aid and militsry asesistence was
not forthceming.

I d44 not have any preference to stations.

The fereign radio broadeasts were not alwayas relisble. For
exsmple,before my arrest I,myself,hesrd smx over the radio
that & certain politiclsn had died. I met him the next day
on the street. We usually tried to check the eredibility of
the news which was domestic and could be checked. This was
not pessible in the case of news concerninz foreign events.

Before the revolution foreign radio brosicasts helped to keep
the pecple of Hungsry informed about world events and it pave
them versions other than the Communiet cne. People were more
inclined to believs Western news broadcests mml than domestic
Communist broadcasts becnuse one 15 always more inclined to
belisve what one disires.

Juring the revelution forelzn radic brosdeasts served to
ineresse the enthuciasm of the people and also helped to
keep them abreast of what was going on in HYngary. but,there
wag strong anltipathy toward feorelpgn radic broadeasts from
the mement that it becamse evident that neither the United
“ations nor the Western powers were going to help Hungery
effectively.

What I have just now sald refers primsrily teo Radio Free
Lurépe. The B.B.C. and the French brosdeasts were more
impartisl and more moderate in tone. T think that promises
were made not only by the Free Furdépe broadeasts,but alse

by kmk other radic stations. Very often these were not direct
promisas,but mere or less implied ones. e to the fact that
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the majority of the pecple listened tec Radio Free Eurcpe broad-
casts =fter the suppression mmmxihe of the revolution,resentment
was the strongest szainst Radio Free Europe.

I think it is very important to hsve Rasdic Free Furope coptimue
its breadessts. It is vital for the people in Hungary to get
reliable news on whal iz golns on outside and within Hungsry.
‘Ihis iz very important becguse thers is no freedom of press

in Hungary whatever.

1 think that Fadio Free Europe programs should strive to
reveal to the people at home what is zoing on behind the
political scenes in Sgviet and xkm satellite politics. It
is necessary to point out the Soviet Lmperisiistic plan of
the Moscow polltburesu,and to contrasdict the lies spread by
the Communists,

I think that antl-Eolshevist propzcanda isthe most ensential

item on the present Hadie Free Furope prozrmms. It ia als=e
necessary to stress the high standerd of living of the indumtrial
workerz,and te compare thelr lives with the standard of 1living

of the workerz behind ths fron curtain,

E. I have heard of the initisls N.F.l, They represent the
Fungarian national resistance movement. I saw them on & lsaflet
containing the twelve demamds. Thie was in 1955 st thé time
whan I mm $8d in tne prison cosl mine in Tatabanya.

oaw
Ci T hzwexsemm Radic Free Europe leaflste in 195k dénd 195%.
M that time I was werking in the prison coel mine in Tatabanys
and in « Civilisn miners had picked up these leaflets
end smuggled them to us in the prison. One of the leaflets
contained the twelve demands,snother dealt with the person of
Rakosi,and contained anti-Eeolshevist propaganda. I received
such leaflets on five or six occasions from civilian miners
and pacsed them on to other priscners who were reliable. I
bave not heard of sny other Free turope leaflsts other then
the ones 1 read.

It wsas very dangercus to pick up,#f kesp,or to pass on such
leaflets. It was mere dangerous than listening or talking
sbout radlo broadcests. Emen prisoners who were behird bars
were brought before the court and sentensed for keeplng or
passing on such leallets. ‘me of the wivilian miners who



was caught smuzgling in leaflets into the prison camp was
sentensed to eight years in prison.

The camparatively jreater damger of possessing or passing on
illegal leaflets ceterred some pecple from keeping them or
passing them on. T think that the severity with which such
acts were punished declined somewhat before the revolution,

I approve of the lzaflets end I think that Free Furope Committee
should continue to drop such leaflets inte Hungary. Such leaf-
lets create a certain enthuslssm smong the people at home be-
cause they see that the West has not lost interest in their
cage. It had an enormous effect on us prisoners. They were very
unr usaful at that time and the people readily =EmEgp accepted
the contents of these lsaflets as true.

The leaflets should contain revelstions concerning the
suppression of liberties under the Communist system,and it
should peoint out the cbsoleteness and disadvantages of state
capitelism,

D. The purpose of all the Western organizations and radie
stetlons broedcasting news and sending leaflets into Hungary

is to keep awake in the fungerian people the desire for freedom,
to keep up their hopes of liberation,and to reveal tothem the
oppresion and dietatorship of the Communist system.

I see basically no difference between the intenticne and motives
of the varlous Western organizations and radio stations.




XX, CHILD REARING AND DISCIPLINE

A, The most important two thinks which a child should be
taught are patriotism and religion.

It is necessary to discipline children,and for this purpose

it may sometimes be nesessary to rescrt to physical punistiment.
I don't think that there should be any difference between the
treatment of boys and girls from the point of discipline, How-
ever,with ) the increase of age,blind cbedience should be ra-
placed with reasoning.

I waz fifteen years old when on one occasien I stole g cigar
from my father. He caught me smoking it and slapped me.

In the families which I know in Hungary the children are usually
punished by either parent. The age of the child does not play
any role in this respect.

I do not know of any changes with tegard to which parent
punishee the ehlldren in the femily.if the variaus svcial
classes.

I do not know of any changes during the Communist regime in
this respect.

I think that the physical punishment is sbandened by the parente
when boys are {ifteen or sixteen and at the age of Tourteen for
zirls.

Punishment in general is shandoned after s child pgraduates from
gymnagium. In the case of glrls this happens one or two years
earlier.

I think that the lower social clasres are inclined abanden
pungshment at a later stage.

I think that underCemmunism the children wers less under the
control of the parents. Consequently,punighmsnt of children
by the parents was rarer end ceased sooner.
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I heard in Hungsry that physicsl punishment was abolished in
the echools. I do not imow what forms of punishment replaced
this.

The characteristics which I value most in a friend sre =
willirgness to help under all circumstances,relisbility and
ability to keep a secrat.

I think Comminism did effect friendakup friendships in as
much ag persons who joined the Communist party were inclined
te sever concact with friends who did not become Communists,

-- THE END -




