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Respondent is sbout five fesct, three or four inches tell.

Of his wéight, one must say that he is average and rather

on the thin side. Hias blonde hair is thin and inconspicuously
smocthad down, His eyes are grayish-blus., He has an average-
shaped fsce; (by average I mean to say it is neither roumd, mor
oval, nor square) thera are furrows in his forehead and around
his mouth, which &ttest to the sufferings he has gone through.
There is a particularly deep furrow in the middle of his farehead
coming down from his hair and going vertlically toward his nose.
The color of his face is more white than anything else - but
on2 is more inclined to call his face colorlsss...go far as the
physical tone of his skin is concerned. Speaking of a color
deeper than his skin, hls face cortainly radiates determination
end parsistency aml tolerance and understanding and a warmth of

B

His bearing is erect; he wdlks with long, smocth steps.

He talks very calmly and is completely collacted. He is alweys
ready to, and inclined to engage in slsaborate explanations

and descriptions, In fact, all of his answers have the character
of a very informel and well-polished lscturer. He always firmly
graspa the essence - at least what he thinks is the essence -
and he builds the details around his essential point.

All of my respendsnts were mﬂlimd[bnt. he, perhaps particularly un)
to speak in first person plural rather than singular. He is always
inolined to spealk in first person plural which clearly revesls

that he thinks muth more in terms of the comsmunity rathar than

in tarms of himselfl.

This I know not only as this fact might ba considered ineidental
or a kind uf manneriem, but from my eighteen years of experience
with him.

I got acquainted with responcdent when, on one occesion, the
Seminary of my ethnogravhic and sthnological professor mas on a
field trip in an Hungarian village studying folk dances, folk songs,
folk tales, customs, coatumsa, tools atc. ﬁhﬂﬂl founded the
Student's Unien Movenant, Hungary's first demccratic student
erganizstion, reepondent becams one of my very best helpers
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and asscoiates, and friend. He wrote a number of articles in

our student pericdical - the first periodical written, edited and
published by students and based upon baeic nmational and sarious
f{gsuss - and when I organized a unique adult educatlion course

for Peasant youth leaders within the confines of ocur university,
I selected him to head that course.

When I had to serva my term in the Hungarian Army, reasnondent
bacame ny succsssor in my capacity as vice-president of ths
Mational Student's Union Hovenant.

Then my mooecowmk organization, the National Student's Union
Movement became rart of the anti™azi Hesistance Novemsnt,
respondent played the most active part in developing this

res intance mcvement. He had a lesading role at both the
Halatonozarslo and at the Nodmezovasarhely anti~Nazi conventions.
When the Resistance Movemsnt became Armed Hesistance Movemsnt
reapondant t ook over leadership of the remainders of the Nationsl
Student Union Movemsot (I speak of its remainders becsuss ®hen the
Arrew Cross Farty siesed power in Uct., 1944, one of its first acts

was Lo dissolve our movement). DxErmrpxsinsschesaccioctharkemy

Throughout all of these experisnces, as well as in my experiences
with respondent gince we mat again after the revolution here in

Hew Y rk, and throughmek the experignces of mutuml frisnds, which )
expariencea were conveyed to me during tha years ip which I was

not in comtact with resnondent, 1 experienced that he is a truly
dedicated person - a medern-day Saint, I would be most inclined

to tarm him - 2 person whose integrity is beyond reproach and who
is mxsfmamiiyx a devout Protestant and above all & profound, human

peracrality. Mot only admirer but alsc a follower of Ghandi and
Albart Schieitzar,

He is utterly persistent and patient which is a very rare charsctaristic
in moat Hungarimna, and he is resigned to suffer a great deal for his
convictions and as waell for the comnon pood of all. Several of my
gasocietes in the Btudent Movemsnt I spoke of above wrote with their
bBlood that they were true to their convictions amnd their frisnds. it
wes only by shesr luck that respendent does not bl ong to those who diad
for humen freedom and democracy. In the Armed Hesislance Movement,

he had an eprortunity to shelter our Jowish friends somewhers else

but he choee to shelter them right there where he was living, thus
aaposing himself to even more danger than amyone of olse, including

our mutual Jewish friends would have expectad of him,
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He i3 most kind and cheerful under all circumstances. His
thought ful way of tackling problems is pot only patient but
tactful at the same tims., I have pever heard him shout in
an argunent (which ie so frequently done by most Hungarians )
let alone did I ever hear him use a cusa word or amy thing
expressing wodeness or even btactlessness.

e aoomE o pd He was my most inspired sssociste
in the Student Organizeiion I have spoken of, and he is my

most irspiring friend ss of now, I have found in him 8 true

dedicstion to his nation, &s wall as to mankind in gensral -~ to

his religion as woll as to human sonls in goneral and to the
elass h= emanated from and he eo dearly loves , pessantry, as
well se to a truly classless socisty. In other words, he is
a shining eommple of humen charity, love aml dedication.
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T1, MAJOR SALTENCE AND WAMM-UP (UESTION

Thegs are the most important things respondent would like to see the
Americens by mware of:

(1) "Comunism is a mortal enemy of the United States, because the
United States stands in the »ay of world Communism to its ultimate
goal , which is world conquest, or, in other words, world unity under
Mogcow fa domination."

(2) "The idealougy, the methodology, the tactics, the economical,
social and enltural life of Commmism are devoted to this single
aim: world unity wxler Moscow's domination."

(3) "Bolshevism doveloped to perfection how to make dictatarship
efficient, despite bitter oppoaition by moat of their subjects.”

(4) "The real anti-Communist masses of millions of people are to
be found in the east Europesn countrises and in Soviet Husaias."

(5) "If the free world doss not fight against Bolsheviesm, sEmckisRing
keeping 2ll of these considerations in mind, Bolshevism may engull the
world ina gobal confliot.”

(6) "It is of paramount importance that in Eastern Burops it becams
apparent that today's Soviet regims is Bolshevism that nade 1dealist
Magrxists and Communists disillusioned in the ten yesars of Comuniss.”
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11T, CHRONOLOGY OF PERSONAL EXFURIENCES, ACTIONS, ATTITUDES AND
EXPECTATIONS IURING THE REVOLUTION

Respondent begins his narration with mentioning that he followed
events in Poland with grest interest and excitement and listened
carefully to newa on the night of the 2lat. Then, speaking of
the 22nd of October, he goes on saying:

"] gxpoctad the appssrance ofHetfol Hirlap. Vhen it gppeared on
the streets there were too few coples and the people actually
phyalcally fought for copies. I happened to be xkxarxm= with &
newspepar boy who had to be protected by a policeman because
people just dashed and slmost equeezed him to ths wall. The
policemsn &t last helped him to get into a public toilet and that
was the only way he could protect him {rom the crowd. FPalish
eventa were the topic of interest and comversation. But people
were ao interested in hearing about Folish events that they paid
as much as 10 forinte for a copy of the Hetfodi Hirlap or a copy

of the Irodalmi Ujsag. (Interviewar's note: Hetfoi Hirlap had a
role quite similiar to that of Irodalmi Ujsag). A friend of mine,
who was & librarian, told me that in poms places in the country
peasants paid as much as 100 forints for an issue of Ilrodalmi
Ujsag or the Hetfoi Hirlap. I managed to pgat = copy of the Hetfoi
Hirlap, but at about 6 p.m. I received much more interesting news
from a friend, who was working in Szovoses (Interviewer's note:
Nationnl Headquarters of the Stats controlled, but to & small degree
free, cooperatives.) This friend told me that studente of the
Enginsering Schools of the Technical University brought typewritten
coples of demsnds to him and dstributed such among their friends
and that these damends contaimed alsv a basic demard for fres electiona.
Of cowm'se we were greatly purgled and debated what this could meen
and what thls could lead to."

"Next day (Oct. 23) I went to work in the morning. The plant where I
was working was opposite the Kelenfold St. car depot. #£s I went to
work 1 saw orly a wvery fow peopls in thes streete and learned only later
that most students had stayed until dawn at the Technical University
discussing in unusualliy hat debates the dmmeadscchhmooespecmmc o
wording of their demands. At 1 p.m. I received a2 cell from my wife,
who worked dommtown, to the effect that youth was marching in the
streets in masses and that some 16 points of demands were pested in
various parts of the c¢ity on trees and wooden fences and walls, snd
that mass demonstrations were scheduled for the afternoon at the Bem
etatve. I told most of the people saround me, who wers reliables, the
news {(only two or three pecople wers not trustworthy) and 21l of us
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talled with terrific excitemsnt about these things."

"At 4 pemo, I called it a day and hurried to the Fem statue. On
the ioric Zeigmond Square I found a very large crowd snd saw the
16 points of demands posted on trees and walls and lamp poste, and
people road them aloud to those surrcunding them. I also observed
that people locksd around, watching for ADO. On the Buda bridge
head of the Zcswbwt Erzssbet Bridge, I saw the first truck loaded
with students who held flags and seng. Peopls waved at them, but not
611 peopls yet. Whersver I locked I saw streetcars jummed packsd
with peonle who were spparently all heading for the Bem Square. I
got on ons of the strestcars. Two students also got on the strset-
car with the 16 points of demands mimeogrsphed, and paople wanted
to get u copy, but they didn't have enough. 3o they kept begging and
plesding why it should be they who received those few coplus.
the Chain Bridge, I sew more trucks with singing students. It was
about 4:45 p.m. whes I saw peopls coming in bunches from the Bem
towards the Parliament Building. Most passeppers got out
nsar the Parliament Building and I listened enthusisstically to the
eromd which stsrted speaking freely of events and we &ll went
togather to the Farlimment. There was a huge crowd. Eetimates want
from 50,000 to 100,000, on the steps of the Farliament, and they
sang the nationsl anthem. We hesrd slogans liks "Let's have a new
government still tonightl" "Independence and freedom!" Ths enthusiasm
wags beyond description. Ever more people cams and demanded "Leti's
hoar Imre Bagy." Artillery officers arrived with flags and roseties
and they waved friendly and smiling to the crowd."

"ore and more slogans were veiced by the crowd, like "The soldiers of
every country should go back to their owm country!" and they startad
making notual concrete demands like "Down with tha red stari"™ "Hoist
the {lags!® In fmct, those responsible for these things In the
Farlismont Building followed suit and holsted Xhaodikegmoacioddes
s ORma armnanmmrbaombonodoca® flags and put flags in

the windows, flags which had no Gmmmf Communist emblems. The huge
red star on the roof of the Farlisment wes left, but later they
obeyed e demands of the crowd and put of f the 1ight. People keptl
shouting demmnds, pleading for f{reedom of the Polish and Hungariansz
peoples and demanding that Imre Nagy coms and speak.”

"ihen the street lights were put out, peoples Lightad newspaper torches
gnd it was an unforgettable picture. The parlisment square filled with
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people holding torches made out of newspapers. After about an hour,
when people kept demanding that lights be turned on again, they wele
actuslly put on. It wes botwsen 6 and 7 p.m. that I went kmmx to meed
my wife anpd sister-in-law so that we could be together on the
Parlinment Squere.”

"Thare were various rumors going around in the cromd about Tmre Hegye
After a while, Antal Apro came out to the balcony to speak. People
booed and yelled "Enough of liesi” There were also some yalls "He
should diel”

"Paople it seema were pretty inventive. Most of ths slogans were vary
well rhywing. The spur of tha moment, there mere many occasional poets,
it seems. Such siogens as "Hekosi into the Danube and the statue of
Stalin should be hung around his meck!" cr "Into the Denube with Rakosi
and Imre Nagy into the governmsnt!" end many similiar slogans wers
perfectly rhymed, and their rhythm was flawless. The crowd kept demanding
Imre Nagy from about 5 p.m. until about 84230 or 9 p.m. It was then that
Imre Nagy cama. He was pgreeted with great ovations. "Dear Comrades " he
started his speach. There cams a roar from the orowd: "Ws are no
comradss/” "Wa ere no more comrndes!® and sure enough, Imre Nagy
changed his mind and addressed the cromd: "Dear Hungarian brethren.”
People listened wk intently and expected complate promises, but wers
disillusionsd, He spoke in generalitisa and kept repeating "Trust me,

1 have never been 2 traitor." Unfortunately, the lood speaksrs wers
not functioning well and people heard sven thet little only faintly,

and grew more and more tense and angry. Feople noliced that he was not
standing alone on the talcony but was surrounded by othar

persons znd people said to each other thet he ia actually speaking at
ganpoint, becauss the AVO ere standing with submachine guns in the rear
of the bulcony. Hence, pecple startad demsnding: "Be alone on the
balcony!" but of courss nothing changad, and Imrs Nagy comcludad his
spesch without saying what mople expscted him to say. But paople did
not give up and the slogan "A pew government still tonightl!" was chanted
lh" the crowd."”

"Soon the orowd lsarned the news ambout Krno Gero's speech. The word s
spresd from mouth to mouth in the grest crowd. Minutes later the ory
rope: "Goro perish!" Another newe came the same way to the ofect that
the Stalin sk status had been toppled. This made a very great and

very good impression snd people grew more cheerful, but the aeffect of
Gero's spesch was devastating.”

"Another news which cams 85 & rumor was even more devastating and
particulsrly stirring, and that was sbout the ADO having flred at ihe
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erowd the radio station. Many young peopls immediately peassed

the -uu::= "Let's go to the radiol" Thaere were trucks that woluntesred
to taks these people to the radio and all trocks available in the
neighborhood were stacked full, carrying people to the redio station.
Others decided to go to a printing shop to see that they mrint the 16
points of domand.”

"] went with my wife snd my sister-in-law to the printing shop. The
night shift was working in the printing shop and the orond demanded
that the 16 points be printed. This demand was taken by a delegatllion
that was elscted right thore in front of the bullding by the crowd.
Many workers were in the windows and they seemad to be very interested
in the demsnds of the crowd. The delegation came back and reported
that they were already printing the demands inleafleta. Mt the
crowd was distrustful, end the pecple said: "lLet's stay until they
have printad it snd handed us over!"™ I had & part in developing this
demand and I decided to do this now on other occasions as well, to
influsnce decisions of the crowd by FitimpospmEziiass voicing
suggestions. Thus, I was ona of those who suggested slogans that
ware already said, or similiar ones, like "Gero should gol" or "Let's
have a rew government still tonighti" and the cromd was intense in
ite demands that the printers hand us over the printad lesflets.
After a vhils, the cromd became impatient and sent in the delsgaticn
again. Now printers came out with the delegation and they promised
in person that it wonld be ready very scon."

"By then we received again reports coming from the radlo station that
the AVO had fired at the crowd. And thie was nox the second time, while
wa were standing there in front of the Seikra printing shop. The first
stacks of leaflets cams now soon and the crowd was cheerful snd demended
that the points be carried cut. HBut, even more important, it was the
reaction of the crowd to the now clearly confirmed report that the AVO
fired et the orowd end that there wers casusltiss. The slogsn arose:
#The AVO sre murdsrers!®™ and they demand "Down with Ceraol®, ropeaisd
again and ngaing; end slso a new one, "The AVO should perishl®

"These and similiar slogans were particulerly shouted on our way to the
radio station. It was gbout 10 p.m. and the crowd kept swelling as
wa went to the Bajosyv-Isilinsszky Strest."

"hen we errived nsar the radio building, we heard that the student
group thst went from the Parliament to the redioc to announce the 16
points was not admitied to the radio building. ¥e wers told that by
then specizl AVO troops had arrived and we indeed saw their cars and
trucks in surrounding streats. We heard that the stwienta, as well

as the surrounding crowd, demanded that they bes let in, but it was
rafused. Dubt, the story went om, thres or four students crewled througn
windows and they were held captive in the building. When the crowd
ranlized what happened, they pushed even clcser to the AVO celonel

and the AVO scldiars who stood at the entrence door with submachine
guna in thoir hands. We were told that st this point the crowd shouted
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"Cet ini" and we wera told that tight groups now pushed interminstely
toward the antrance door., It was at this point that tesr—-gas gresades
were held at the advancing cromd. Paople rather suffer the paina of hell
we were told but they did not retradt, only for a few ninutes and then
they pushed backe After they somsvhat recoversdxfmm from epughing and
and weeping end everything el se, thay omce more started beck to the mninm
entrance &5 a phalanx.Now the AVO ordered fire, and tho AVO scldiers
appeared cuite reluctant to actuvally Tire at the crowd; they threatened
againa, and again, eaying: "Don't get clossr becauss we shoot. Stop
moving because we shootl" The Colonel gave agdin an order and as we

gaw it, his men still refueed to sho 't at the cro ds; he, then took

a2 shot at one of the AVO men and 1t wgs then that the rest of them opensd
fire. The crowd fled now, but soms mmapks peonle with more courage

vent buck for the wounded. People counted, we were told, eight dead and
eeven woanded who were taken amay to neighboring btuildings. It wss at
this point that the Colongl said to set AVO cars afire. We were glsc
told that vhen &ll of this happened, another crowd came from the Stalin
Statue.

"o were told that this first skirmish had taken place sbeut fifteen or
twenty minutes bsfors our arrivel. I should alsc mention that on our way
to the Radio Hldg. from the Sgikra printing shop we saw several trucks
vith soldiers on the Nossuth Lajos Straet and that we witneesed as the
soldiers handed over their srms to the surrcunding crewd. We alnso mt

mat & policeman who complainod to us that hexzh had only two rounda

of amunition and that he also would like to fight against the AVO,

These things come to my memeory as I try to pive an scecount 28 to what

I paw at the tasxcorner of Muzeum Korut St. and Sandor St. While we

hagrd theses things told mainly by my brothar-in-law with whom we had

been dar some time gt the Farlisment, but learned from hin that he had
come over o the Hadio B dg befora and withnessed all of the things just
eaid, ard slso from other pevple who were around 3— whils we hoard this,
e hulrﬁ g milling cowd all around. Wa savw the buildings burning which
had besn set afire agrinst the AVD and we saw 13 and 15 yr. old boys -
appranticos = arriving with rifies in their nands, and we talked to atudant
girla who told us about the dead who ad besn taken to neighboring buildings.
By then, the distribution of arms was goiig up and the battls nolse was
terrible ( it was tremendons). We were also offered fxk rifles apd I had
to pravent my wife from accepting onejy I decided that I would not fight
with arms in my handa because if they would capture me by any chance they
would turn this against the revolution because they would say that I was
tpe Who had baen inprison, and I kpnew wall that they would use wvery bit
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of information against the revolutions, daying that "jail-birds®
staged this entire uprising., The same wns trus about my wife who
wanted to fight - I didn't want a "jail-bird's wifa" to be captured and
I didn't wept that fact used ggainst the revolution.

"The boys who fought by them did it mainly from the Museum fommd

Garden, and from the corner at which we were s'anding and at other
surrounding corners. I went around, and asked, aper to see what mas

going on and hon meny people there were involved in the fighting, and I
tried to sssessthe situstion and to come to a conclusion as to what might
come out of this. Ii was amazing to see how many pecple, and what apas

of paople, ther were in the milling crowds. Teke for instance, I met a
ssveniy-ycar-old woman, an acguaintance of ours - who had come from quite
& distence Lo see thinge.

“The rrowd was now determined to get even more Fifles because the ones
which ware distributed proved to be insufficient to the army or snyone

vh wanted to fight. Peopls suggested that we o Lo Ghap Ceapel; others
that we go to W Pest for armsj others, that we go toFK-razsesbst. Telk altar
takk came snd they left to get arma. wenl to certsin barracks, Ltoo
¥hich were suggested in the crowd as a good place to sissze arme. I wanted
to gowith the tymeks but my wife and sister®in-law held ms tack.

"As we were standing thare om the corner, we saw one ambulancs standing
there and asked what the reason was that it was enpty and five or six
paoole ~ one acquaintance smong iem, 2 good aequsintance whose word we
can t rust - said that the sitvation was such that the people had no
regson Lo chanpgs anything. Thess morle said that this was either the
third ar the fourth ambulance which was going to go to the madio building
and since the first two, or three, did not return peopls found it
eonspicuous and when this one came they stopped it and locked into din
and found that it was fZadioodbemx carrying amnunition. People stopped
that ambulance and confiscated all the ammuniton found in it and chased
avay the driver and the pesople who were clad in ambulance service uniforms
but were suapected as being the AVO, Anyway, it wes epparent that thay
were carrying ammunition for the AVO to the radio building. As peoole
grabbed for arms end ammunition and distributed among themselves, it

waa very hard for me to keep my decision to keep out of armd flghting.
It was then that I first started reslizing that this is taking mome and
more the ppeportions of a revalution. Feocle gt organlzed and passed the
word * Let g capture the radio". They took positirns in the Museuns
garden anc in buildings across from the radio building and they s tarted
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argwling tomard the radio bu'lding just like soldiers. Horkers
vho cams with those trucks announced to the crowd overjoyed and
groudly: "Me come from Csepell" Others announced: 'We have
hondreds of rifles from the laspagyar.”

Now a real battle developed batwesn AVQ stationed in the radio building
and the crowd who wented to capturs it and had taken up positions all
m:;

"Thinking of our children, we dacided to go home, hoping that the events
would take a favoratle turn but atill didn't lmow how. RetExeEergchsmmy

» ¥ pasdlE N B GBI n W w W W ) L " - R T I P N s LR

mwmwmmm On our way home
we were 8o tired that we went into a cafe to 2it down for a few
minutes and to collect owr thoughts, in the terrific excietment. 4s

we sat thare with other similarly excited psople, seversl students

same in whose clothes ware torn end dirty and blocdy. ‘heymme in with
thers rifles and told ua about svents - sverybody did so, and we talked
over in grest excitemsnt what was going on. a revolutionuries could
easily have had their coffees without paying and it wms characteristic
of the whole atmosphsre of the entire revolution that they paid for
them ag if nothing had happened.

Mig we continusd our way, leaving the cafe, Hussisn tanks cams on the
Bejosy-Zsilinssky Strest and fired point blenk at people on the streat.

"Hot far from that place, as we walked on our way, we saw & Rusaian
smmored car burning and we saw the first Ruseian dead in the revolution
baside that armorsd car. There were cuite & few standing arcound and they
told us that it happened just a few minutes before- by the way it was
batween 2:00 and 3:00 a.@m¢ (Octs 24th). It hepmed, they said, that

this armcred car fired into the creed snd somepacple had hand grenades
attacked it and this is how it wes hit.

"Now the fesling of impending tregedy gripped me as I saw thhse

evidences of Ruseian interference. 1 knew and saw clearly that the dis
was cant, amd thers was no way back. I thought that it would be a terrible
fight- 8 massacre - and aftervards a series of arrests and tortures and
axecutions &8 nover before, but I ha¢ the feeling that we had to [ight

it out - that we had to help those who risked their lives and that the
fight could not stop, and that we had to hope again sgainst hope. 1
couldntt help feeling that this was 2 tragic turn of events,. Perhaps

I mver had more mixed feelings that in those hours.

"As we were walikdngwe passed by the Sellrs printing shop and also the
Voros Gsillag (Hed star printing shop). Thare wae e few students in
froat of those printing shops and they distrituted leafleta. The leaflets
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contained the sixtaen points and other pamphlets first used the
words "revolutionaries" and "rebels® and these leaflets said that

Htney are butchering our students- we take up the fightl®
1+ wag about 3:30 that we arrived at home.

sNaxt morning (Dot. 24th) I wws so restless gnder the impact of the

averits that I left hiome at 7:30 g.m. I decided to go around in toen

to find out what was going on. Lwantsd %o 8 @2 as mich as possible.

St411 the Buda sids of the Danube, Hungarian soldiédrs came in tznks and
ple on the sidewalks watched them silently. I walked over to the

Madach hridge and found that Hungarien soldiers closed tha traffice

on that bridge and nsard later that they let no Hussian tanks through

either. 1 crossed the b¥idge mnd on the Fest side L saw larga crowds

wherever Lwent. Thare were saveral checking points on the s truets

but they let us throught and they weren't able te halt peo~le and crowds

vere {flowing onths streets.

14t was about eight p.m. that 1 arrived at the Voros Csillag prinfing
shop end saw a large crowd standing befare it and demending "let them ocotl¥
1 learned from psopls that students who wera printing revolutionary
leéflets at night mere capturad by AVU and held ceptive inthe bullding,
and peonie wanted the AVO to relasse them. Feople were wild and todk an
armored car which they had captured from the Hussiane and remmed ths
entrance door but they didn't manage to break 4t, They t ook stones and
hurlsd thema t the windows. Then one AVU man came to the balcony and

he amounced to the crowd that they didn’t hold anycne captive, but ihe
crowd didn't belisve him. They yelled:"Don't 1ie! Don't 1i2/9 Their
anger extonded alse to the flag that was hanging their with the
Communist omblem and they demandad that he cut it down and the AVD obayed.
As tha crowd kept demanding that theymlease the studenta whoa they had
ovorpomered, severel shots were fired from buildings scross the streat,
As the situstion aesumed nmore and more a charscter of an armed fight,
people came with the news that Russians were coming. Indeed, 2 column
of Hussisn tanks came dnd the peuple ran to take cover, but we did,'t
care but went ¢n our wey to see as much as we could. As Iwalked away
from the scene I kept thinking that noweveryihing wes over and a new
wave of terror wonld followm this bold attempt, but I was anxious te
lsarn about the haprenings as such as I eculd. I manted to go to the
radio to aes how last night's fight ended. ! waa held up by & policeman
who said that 1 shouldn't go there as the Cight was still reging, bot

I didn't care &5 I wanted to see things so 1 lept going. Bn my way 1
saw Hosvlan snti~tank guns stationed at the Ady theatre. On the way, I
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saw several trucks with unarmed rebels who threw out leaflets.

More snd more people on the strest suggested not to recede. Russian
armored cars ware running around in the streets. Madach Square

in #ne of the aprtment houses facing the Ady theatre, 1 saw a window
open &and the barrel of a rifle aimed 2t the anti-tank guns that were
stationed there. Two or three shots were fired, and cne Kussian soldier
fell who was standing. Others Hussians fired back, and one minute later
Russien armored cars fired point blank at the houses, jockmf

"I laft the scens and woent to the Hokoczi Ut. 1 saw there a battle
raging betwesn Russian soldiers who were engaged in an assault sgainst
the Astoria Hotel and against apartment houses in the neighborhocd in
which revolutionaries were fighting. Again I had the feeling that I
wanted arms in my hands, but I didn't have any and 1 remembered oy
decision not to expose mye:1f to the danger of being captured and used
againat the revolution by referring to me a3 & criminal becauss I had
been inprison; I alsc thoupght of my family, and went home.

P0f course, I had to walk homs and thus it lasted quits some time and

I saw an awful lot on my way. As 1 welked along, I saw a soldier coming
with two submsrine guns in his bhand and one civilian asked him to give
one of the guns to him and the soldier was ready to do so, but right
then a policsman 8 topped them =nc w anfed to confiszcate both submarine
pns tat both talked him out of it. Closa to he Western Hailroad
Terminal, I saw Huesian guns, and soldiers, and I saw crowds @ verywhere
and a terrific excitemsnt was all owver tom. There was a nearby postoffice
nearby and the buildings were shollsd because freedom fighters were in
those buildings. 4 realiged that here was another fight going on because
there wer= several pests of resistance which the Hugsians were unable Ue
subdues. 'he crowds lept watching the fight. Bhensver there was nomsntary
quist people stuck out their necks and leoked around st what was going
on and whan shots came they ran far cover in the btuildings. I ssw here

g 15 or 16 yr. old boy who stood with & r ifle in his hands behind a

lamp post, He aimed well and s tepped wmkk forward for a moment and fired,
gnd then he steppsd bmok apain buhind fhe lamp post. He hit one of the
Russians who dldn't know where the fire was coming from, and the boy
judt repeated the seme agein amd sgain. I happensd to recognize one of
my former AVO interrogators standing in the crowd. As the Hussians
received reenforcement in the form of several tanks that started firing
all around, I had to run myself for cmover andwent into the May building.



AR
HLR I /A2

In another momentary quiet, Istarted again on my way home. 1 saw

peovle raising dreel barricades. In one side strest that led to

the Ministry of Defense, I sawa group of AVUstanding and ina hot
debate with a large orowd, The crowd shouted to them:"Come out you
scoundrals - you bums, you thugs, and they went cl oser and closer to
them - threstmaning. 1 learned from people that those AVD members held

& number of freedom fighters captive in the Ministry of Defense.
"Ralease our prisoners, you treitorsi” The Ministry of Defense itself
was surrounded by Hussian tanks, but people didn't care. Whenever there
was no shooting, they pushed closer to the AVD and voiced thair demands.
The entire area was elther fighting, o demonstrating, o preparing for
fight by raising terricadas,

PAs 1 walied on te street, I heard the radice blaring"Ammesty far the
rebsls if they mumxmosisx surrender by 1:4¢ P.M." It threatened that
bridges would be closed after 1:00 P.M." Eut sherever, I went, peopls
talked sbout the mwders of the AVo and 1 hsard people say in the
streets thatthis han to be fought out with the AVO. People were indesed
determined that the"man of the street” was prepent in numbers heretofaor
unsgen, end this man of the street was detarmined not to surrunder.

"I arrived about 2:00 or 2:30 P.K. snd received a nessage at home
from the University Hevolutionary Council and the Revolutiopary Couneil
of Intslloctuals %o go to the Central Universitys

"I gte juat g few bits and hurried to the tuilding of the Central
Univeraity who sent for me. 1 found them already in heoated discussion
talking of all the lmportant aepscts of t he Revolution. They called it

a revelution by then and called themselves what I just referred to,

The main concern of owm* negotiations was the practical tasks we ware
facing. Wa received reparts from fighters who were sngaged in battle

at the Kilian barracks snd from freedcm fightars from the Corvin theatre.

7it was at this meebting that I learmed that the radio building had
besncaptured by 2:30 g.m,, but that this didn’t mean conbrol ovar ths
radio becavse they had another studio and they could continus thaéid
broadcssts undisturbed. + slso learped that these frisnds of mina 85lled
up Hegedus the previous night and told him that it would be necessary for

the government to give in to the demands of the people bascause the paople
are detarmined to fight it out and Hegedue replied that the govemment
was well in control of the situation and said:"Don‘t be so nervousy,
comrades, itwill be all over by the next morfiing." Several anong the
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mémbers of the Univer-sity Council doubted very much that it Imre Ragy
who callsd in the Hussian troops, amd they knew that he virtually
held captive and thea no one could get into cntact with him at all.

"On my way home, I went through the Szema Square. Feople wer: busy
raising barricades =nd preparing for fipght and talking over things. I
heard that three young boys had destroyod an armored car in the afternoon.
I remained there Wor a while and halped them to organlszs resistance,
Fherever people | alksd, I heard again and a gain that they wondered
whether it was actual y Imra Nagy who celled in the Bussians. As I want
home, I saw more posters on the str=ete with imscriptionslike"Long live
the rebsls!® or, "Long Live our Heroic Fresdom Fighters/" By the way,

I think I wss either the first or among the {irst who wrote this
inscription myself as I went around and chalked up such slogane, The
sixteen points appearsd everyvherse — postéd on tresg, and lampposts, and
walls. FPosms, hand-written — mtriotic poems sbout the herces who were
fighting for Hungarian freedom - Agsin, apainand agsin, I saw and
helped spraad the slogan"Tha AVO has commited murdersi" or another one,
"Russki Demoil" (Hussiane, zo homo!)

Uis the evening fell, resistance groups withdrew to their nests. There
ware only a few shots from the Fest side of the Panube and quiet fell

en the city after eight o'clock. By midnight everything seemed quisat,
but 1 doubied that resistance was wipsd out elthough the radioc announced,
and the quist ssemad to prove it, Is till diclEt believe what I heard,
and I was hopaful that resistance would not felter.

" On Octs 25th, in the morning the govermment issued orders o resume
work, but pecple instead went to see the scenes of battle. 1 want from
Euda to Pest. I found no mores Hungarian tanks at ths bridge heads, but
Russlan tani= instead. Un the Pest side, I saw two dead coverasd with
wrapping paper; on the corner of & neighboring house, 1 saw signs of
shelling; and on the sidewalks, bloodstains. In the vicinity of the
Ministry of Dafense and on the entire Magykorut (large circleway) I
saw Hussian tanks and armored cars. All weapons were aimed at nearby
bulldings. Un the faces of the population whom I met on the streets and
they wera in larger numbers than ever, I sew bitterpess, boldness and
resolution,

"At the bridgehesds and at the Vigssinhaw, I saw Hungar-isn AVO man
together with Kuseian soldiers who checked on the populetion whether or
not they proceded to thelr joba. Since many barricades interruptad traffic,
tanks pushsd the barr cades away. Ambulances tried to find their ways
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among barricades.

#In front of the Western Hailroad terminal, on the Marx Square, I

found fragments of bettles - parts ol shalla spread over the roacs.
Thera were no shop windows intact in the entire neighborhood - hardly
any windoms - signe of shelling were evaryshere. Here and there one
could see dead..Hussian scldisra and Hungarian freadom fighters. In
shope, behind broken windows, I saw msrchandise untouched..evan in
4owelry stores. At some spots 1 s=aw signu:"This is how Hungarians are
looting" (interviewer's note: respondent means to say that there just
wasn't any looting and the people wers so prowd of it that they put out
the sign: streesing that they were not looting at all = pointing to ths
well-stacked shop windows, and saylng that this is the way they loot~ that
gverything remains in tact, and thay s tressed this point so broadly
hnanﬂa;.hi Communists ' radio again and again charged the “mob" with
looting

wIn antronces of hownses, groupe of peopls wers s peaking freely. Those
quist sc many ysars now spoke up in the a tmosphare of unfolding fresdom.

uAg I kept walling, I saw close to the Majekovesky Street, in fromt of the
H rizont bookshop, ashas of burnsd booke arnd the flaming pile of still
barning bocks. Students and a prrentices wsre busy carrying pertisen
literature to the plle of bocks. As Sovist tanks wers aporoaching, those
youngeters ducked but when the tanks passed theymrried on.

nl saw poopls smiling heppily as never before om Hakocal Ut, and other
places . I might eay wherever Iwenty the faces of people mdiated joy and
happiness and confidencs.

"A Dohanr St., I mst men running to Msgydiofa St. I stopped one and they
told ma “hey wore running to the site where just a few minutes Geflore
the folluwing happeneds three youngs todent girls went with Hungarian
flage on the s trset and ATO from an armored cer shot the flag-carrisr to
death. Unon this, the crowd on the etreet locked the strest by standing
in the way of the s rmored car and they climbed on it and tore the AVD to
places.

®As I koot welking, ! saw Hussisn tankse trying to intimidate people by
running snround inthe streets anda prerently they hopdd the people would
lose courage in the face of so much armed might, but they were slsiaken.
Even wild battle noise comning from the dirsction of Ferenchiaros and
Jogsefveros didn't prevent the grouping of paople on Hagykorut and

Hakoeszi Jt. The closmenoss of armed fighting did not prevent peorle from
sledge-hummering at the Stelin =tatue, As I arrived at the placs whare

the Stal in statis was ¥mwsodkmx being torn %o pleces, 1 saw people joyously
hapmerinz at it and teking it literelly apart. When la rrived there I just
saw tham sever ope of hisarmn from the body, ard then the hand from the amm.
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People were eager to seowrs pleces, and they scrambled to slare parts
for souvenirs, but the revolution is having a good time, they said,

to each other whare pecple were standings round. The nolise of the
hammering fillsd sll the nearby streets. On the status, I found inscriptions
1ike "Post-Office robber® "dass-murderer” "Trash-can". This was only
one of tha signs that the psople kept their sense of humour which is

mo characteristic of the people of Budapest. . was still standing there
and watching what was going on st the Stalin statue when I saw Rusalan
tenks running from the Jozsef Kortt) Joseph circleway) to Nepesinhas St.
and saw toem hit the Stalin Status with a tremendous noise and to
gontinue thelr =y undisturbed.

Win Nepszinhas St. I sew 2 pumber of armored cars. The Szabed Nep bookshop
I saw the same scen as at the Horizent bookshop. At Rakoozi Ut, 1 =aw
burnsd-out armoced cars and it wes there that I observed the event

that later played such a great role in resistance -~ the buses that had
resumed their work, stopped and strike was proclaimed until the Husalans
left Hungary. As ths drivers and comuctors stepped out of the buses they
deflated the tires, and ons bus driver at the corner of Napydiofa

St. and Myar 5t., 1 ohperved, turned his bus across the strest tostop
Rus=isn tsnlm. This wes to be kind of a barricacde. Other barricades ware
raised in many places. As I malked down the Rakocsi Avenue I saw signs
of the déstruction sverywhers, The least sign of destruction was branches
of trees lmxicsm broken. A largs departpent store was burped cut, ruins
dead - soms covered and somé not covered - One of the dasd was s Husslan
officery - there wer¢ peversl Hussisn soldiers. dost Hungarizns wers
covered bythe Nationsl flag. ! saw & nurse in uniform among the deads

At another spot I sew a father with his Liyr old boy, dead. Then I
approached the Astoria Hytél, Isw a particularly lerge crowd, and heard
them sing Solemn Apresl®of the Fungarian Hetion’. I saw meny in the

orond climb on the Russian tanka: in fact, all Hussian tanke that wars
there at the Astoria Hotel were Tull of Hungsrisn psople. fiomt

Tha shop windows of the Astoria, Hussian soldiers were standing with
submarine gune..Hungarian studentsf went to themand fratemized with
them. ¥he Russian soldiers smiled and were friemdly and I saw then
Hungarian students teking the submarims guns from their hands and huggling
end kissing those soldiers. The amila of the Hussian soldiers seemed

to reflect both some prowing enthusiassm, freindliness and slso intimidation.
Some joy was certainly clear in their aces but the ir emotione seemed to
be gquite mixad 80 far as one couid read iIn humn faces, The fever and the
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vigor of the revolution sesmed to affect them. They ssemed to feel
that the c musa of he people wes a just one, but in all likelihodd they
were afreid of the comsequences.

"The entlusiasm of the crowd was reslly hard to deseribe. Yne could

asy peorle from all walks of life and from all age groups. Signa wers
everyshers. The Hungarian Kossuth crest and the slogans: "Down with Cero"
"Neath to Gerol" "Tha AVO is murdering!” sounded agin and again. It

win in thisstmosphere that thescane I deseribed mbove took place and it
was in this atmosphere that the following incident haprened:

WA Hungarian army truck was eporosching with armed aoldisrs, An offlcer
wag sitting in the driver’s seat with ths driver. The crowdwd yslled:
"Den't you hit Hungarisns— you guys are Hungarians yourselves!" The

of ficer hinted:z "We won't" and he turned the trucka round; peonls cheered
in great enthusiasm, and solgans were shouted againt "Down with the
traitorous povernmenti" "Indsperdence, freedom, we are no Fascisti"

One person suggested:"Let’s go to t he Parliamentd", and the crowd
respended favorebly to this suggoetion, and then, lo! the Mussian

tanks &2 cocommaniad the erowd.

"I hearc thit fire brokeout in the tuilding of the Matiopal duseum, and
I hurried there. As I arrived I+ aw fire trucks working and saw smole

in thery ht wing of the building, but ky then the fire department had
just sbout finished their job. I eaw Hussian tanks and armored cars
focing the uilding. People said that there ware freedom fighters in the
building. Entrances wgrs locked. As long as the fire [ighters ware there
freedoa ‘ighters didn tsoot - =0 1 was told by those standinga round.

"It was nboul ten-thirty s.m. and I vent to the University Hevolutionary
Council. Be held a confersnce #mx from tenthirty =.m. until about one p.m.
and tellesd over things in grest detail. We trisd to assess the entire
situstion, We come to the conclusion, on the bels of the reports wa
recedved, that still nobody could get to Imre legy, but our conolusion
was quits firm that it was unlikely itwas he who isseed the orders. We
also leaned from reliable reports Mrom Trieonds that Mikoyan had arrived
the previous day. We conaldered how we conld get to Imre Nagy and liberste
him, We seriously considered kidomapoing him from Farty Headquartars
Building at ths Akademia St. Amekkxe resolution we adopted was to create
Hevolutiopary Councils and to forsm Hevolubionary Ooveroment under the
leadersh ip of Imre Nagy as sBoon as we coyld. This govermmerit we resclved
should pirsuade the Hussians %o acespt & cease-fire and to withdraw. We
estimted thaet the Hussian forces conaisted of from four-to-six armored
divigiomns I left bafore the confersnoe was over at about ons pom. I vent
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to Bude to the Moric Zsigmond Horter ( Morris Zigmond round Sguare)
I wanted to see my cousin who wes & good freedom fighter.

"The fact thaet Hussisn tanks had started from the Astoria Hotel

joined the revelutionary crowd spread like wild-fire throughout the

city, and I helped to spread it, Not only in the Hevolutionary Ccuneil
of the University tmt whorever I vent. At the Worie Zsigmond Horter

I found signa of & previous battle. 1 went to my cousin and other friends -
to the plant where I worked and I found only a few had showed up to work,
The former Communist Party Secretery said I wae told by people that it
rasn't vorth to fight becauss the revolution could not possibly succesds
Ee was qucted as having termed the revdutiommariss "fool-hardy children”.
The atmosphare aaong the workers wns fear and hopeful sxpectation mixsd,
They didn't lmow what would come out of the revelution and the anxious

queation wes whether "thg revolutioparies oan endure” ...

"It was not only their concern but the major concern of a great many

pacple to save the freedom fighters who had been captured. Saving lives

of hercs was the primery concaern of most people. 4 was still in ny plant
when the radio anmounced that Oero was dismissed, and that Kedar was

to join thes govermment. At the plant listsned tearfully to the arnouncement
and to the sppeal thet followed to the e ffect thet we should hoiet

Mational flags., This wse the first great accomplishment of the revolution.
(In hindside, I might say that Mikoyan saw that Ruseian troops were
cdemoralized and resigned Lo the ‘act that he had to give in to the demands
of the r evolution).

"How 1 thought that the revolution wouldn't stop.

"I went down town. Ae I walked on the strsets, 1 saw the destructicn of
the Sovlet stars, and cheering crowds. I saw a particularly lergs crowd
on the Moric Zsigmond Korter who were singing "Solamn Appeal Lo the
Bungarian Mation". After the song was over, I yellad, wry loudly:
fAmmeaty to the capturedi" and the crowd adopted this ss a slogan and
the entire orowd resounded from this demand., I helpod with & few mars
slogans #o as to direct the enthusiasm cromd toward attainable goala
&nd than | left and went domwntown.

"A%t the Hadik barrscks, a large crowd war demonmstrating amd it kept
comanding:"Llet thom outJ Let out owr boysd" Yoeung men ol imbed on the
gate ofthe barracks endrmeported tbat machine guns were standing fecing
the gate. Sut the demon stration went on. Some ten minutss later, a
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Eussian tank column spproached. The majority of the crowd ran away

bat some cf them stejdd. The Hussian tanks toward the darie Zsigmond

Korter anc the demonstraticn was resumad: "Release the prisoneral”

As & diplematic car, & Swiss car, rolled down the sireat, peopla

ended up ly standing in front of it and thay all kept shouting at the
rsone in the oar. The noise was tremndeus and nothing could be undarstood.
t the crond came t0 its senses, and the demard became the loudast: "One

person should speak up"e And indeed, one persom apoke in Oerman:"Let the

Wast know that the Hungarians wuni Crecdom and independence!f Flease

%ell the Yest that the entire Fungarian population is behind our demands

and plesse moke it clear what you yoursalf sawi"

"From sompwhera, & rumcur was brought to the crowd to the e ffect that
United Natione troons wers in Wast Hungary. As I looked around and
listened to peopla it sesmsd to ms that 70 or evem 90 percent of them
didn't believe the rumour. Their mein reaction to this was bhat the
main congorn of peoole was that news should go to the Nest of vhat
wns actually going in Hungary.

#Tt was aooub two or three p.m. when I arrived st ths Oellert Souare.

It wes thore that I heard that on Farliament Sq. & terrible mssacrs

kad taken place, and the estimatus around ware from 400- 1000, Feople

wera dispiyed, shocksd and infursited. This blood bath only impessioned
people more and actually poured oil on the fire imstead of extinguishing
1t, L ssksd how it happened and tried tofind people who achually saw it.
Thera wer: passiona te outeries in the crowd and determination was the
aost charictaristic resction to what we heard, Feople such as 1 and several
of them expressed 3 "Now g life and death struggle will ansusd e

Bgtvean Gallert Sq. and the Seabadssg 8x. (Freedom bridge)

1 mat Sussisn tenks which had hoisted Hungarian flage; people were L
surrounding then and a lively comversatiom was kept up throvgh a fawn
Hungarisns wno spoke Hussisn. When I got there they just interpreted that
+he Mussisn aoldier assertad that they would not shoot at freedom fighters
unless they were {ired upon. Now I asked through the Hussisn speaking
person:Why did youmys holst Hungarian flags on the tanks?" And the answer
wne that they wantsd to demorstrate that they would not shoot upon freedom
fightars unlsss they were attacked. And they had good reason to think of
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being shot at beomuse stramndous battle nolse was coming from the
direction of Ullol St.

WT wot sgnin to the Astoria Hotel by atout three or four pom. I again
m‘ﬁmﬁm tanks snd agains saw people #klkirmg with Nyssinn soldiers
and of ficors, but the officers this tise did not let mople go too closa
to the tanks, and people battered the Hussien soldiers with such
questions as:"iihy did you guye shoot cur houses 10O shambles?" They
argued with the noldiers:"You guys also have mothers, o on't you?i.

e 're no ensmies of yoursi" And people pointed te others in the crowd
saying that this man or this woan's toy yot killed by the Fussians,

Byt othern who were not so close to the Russians, started gquestiondng
thoir wisdom ané thair morel right to fraternize with the Huasian
soldisra;”! Wiy do you guys talk to them?i" but the answer was guick:
"They s re victims themselvesl”, The people who were inclined to qu-etion
replied: "Don't you think they are Communists?i". 'What should & poor
davil 1ika them do? Theyare pub here cn this post and that is it

Apd itwas only the minority of the people who wers Rgainst Ifraeternising
with the ipssians end they were kind of "votad down" and they left to go
te another group, The majority continusd the friendly conversatign: WHy
did you puys do this to us?® The soldiars defended themselves. hey
seomed endarrasced andeshamed:'"Ne were told thal you people had tobe
dfended apsinat Fescism.”

nf laft this ; ronp and went on. | saw shop windowe without marchandise
but signe in their plucs:¥ile took the merchandise with nothing lostW..
this is is how tha shop mnugers know how they sppreclated thst their
wes no st=aling, and mpmdx people spoke prowdly of this feat: They
quotad many admiratle evamples like:"Ons shoe fell out of s shop window,
and it goct ruined because & tapk squashed 1t. A hundred Porint bill

waes throsn by sombesdy Intothe shop vimdow with & meassage soribbled on a
papar®me ure sorry that tha revolution ruined this shop". Another similar
story went like this: "On the Klauszel Sq. locters were shot to death by
freadon {ightars: this is a fate of thoses who soll the purity of a
revoluticonl”

Wl walksd down on the Tanacs Heorut to tha Madech Sg- I heard & redio
which wae put in & window, and there I beard one of the officlal speschos
but unfortunately I wasn't gbls to listenwasll because it seemsad that
from Sservita Sg. T heard tha Metionsl Anthem. I listened and thena fter
g fow mirutea, I heard it again coming from Bz jecay-Zeilinssky Avenue, and
naxt to the Hessiliks, I saw a preat crowd coming with a great many flags.
The first row wers some ten black-clad Hungarien girle with mourning flage
in sheir hands, and ey also held Hational flgge; wounded fresdom fighters
wers wit? thom in the first few rows. ‘hey all sang the ®atiomal Anthemae
Ehohom=yx
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as if it vere a mourning march scng. Never had a crowd in such 2

rerede mece such an impression upon me. After the ®ational Anthen,

they chanted as one man: "Independence] Freedom] We are no Fsscletsd”

The A' VO i murdering!® "Who is a Hungarian goes with usl" "Come with usd"
They demoratrated a ehocking determination, as they went POet flags Harsi®
they shouied and tha people joined them with more flags. Slogens like

the ones enumerated ard the Mational Anthem followsd one & nother. The
Hus=ian tenks stationed at the Aetoris Hotel watched them demonstrate

in silsnee. Feople did not try to insult the scldiers who were in amd

with the panka. The crowd seimmixiimmox passed them without incident and
mny of them callsd the soldiers:"Come with usd" I hore 1 am not wrong
in my impression that the Hussian soldiers wanted to gowith them but

did net dare to. The crowd shouted more slogans;"The Thited Nations

should helpl" They quoted fromFetofi's most celebrated poem's rafrain:
"Wa swear we wor't be slaves any langerd" and they also recited another
1ine of that poem:"lox pr Neyerd I never nesrd '"nmow or never' sound mars
parfectly snd said with a more profound determinatiom as this merching
arowd wen® to the Fstofi Sardor Sq, #any pesople looked out of the windowa
and wapt.

"Up to this moment I juet watched this marching crowd and mow I joinsd
them. We went to the tish legations Thars the crowd kept chan%ings
"Phe Upited Naticns should helpl! and "Help usi". Through the

Gusgev we want to the Szemolynok Sq to the Americen Legation. The entire
Squars was filled with people and they a;ain changed:"The United Nations
should helpd" and "Now or Heverd". These slogans lured ome 3 fter the
otier. After a few minutes some officisl came out with an interpreter
to the ba_cony of the American lsgation. He hald a brief speech stating
thet he felt sympathy and that he would forvard the request of Lhe people
to his government. Zut people expacted m=e and they falt disappointad.
They felt disappointed all the more since this gmtlemean didn't areak
with much warmth in his aporoach, nor did he demcnstrate amy profound
interest in what was going on. Now pzople said again, "let's go to the
Parliamant". Others suggested that we do not go there, but firally

the crowd started moving in that direction epnd socms in the crowd moved
away from the group. We went to the Marliament whichwss surroundsd by
Rpssien tanks. There we sang the lstional Anthem and ths "Solemn "vpecl
to the Huagarian Mations", Ve passed the dindstry of Agriculture and
want slonz baclk of the Denube, pest the Hinistry of Defense and at
Seenlynok St. we went to the Folice uarters which was bal dawved,
erronecusly, to be an AVQ hesdquarters. Fere pesople ralsed the demards
that the wisoners be released:"Hsnd the political prisoners outl" "Don't
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hold our hoys captive!", Feopls became more and more threatsning:
"You are doge = not Bungarjansi" 1t seemed to me that the crowd was
mrticularly outraged when it d emamied the releading of politiecal
prisoners, and its demands were not wet.

I left the crowd to go home to see my wife and my children. As I left
the crowd, I still heard them shouting:"You ; uys camnot beat the peoplaill
! was no t veryfar when I heard the crowd cheer. Ithought that the
prisonere wers handad over to the crond. Later my belief was coniirmed
by relishle repurts,

WI found oply grend-ma snd the children home and my wife and other
relatives who stayed with ny family cams home later. They had beean also
out in the city to see things gbing on. By then it was evening and we
saw mutzle fires of guna' flash in the eight and the ninth precincta.

"l went again out to the city. On the cormer of #argit Korut and

Szant Ist Van HKorut (St. Stephen Circleway). I heard from people that
the prisoners had actuelly been r=leased in whose behalf the crowd which
1 htd Joined int he afterncen had demcnstrated in front of the ¥inistry
of “Yafencs, + heard %ix of the liberation of other prisoners by the sams
erowd at other points in the City.(l was with my wife ao I phould say
"wa” gnd not I.ﬁ Wa heard that at the Voros Csillsg printing shop

were working and issued a proclamaticn of Revolutiopary Touth branding
grno Cero and his gang"murderers" and thet the proclomation was
addressod to the pecople of Pudapost. Ee went there and found the freedom
fighter lesdar of tha printing shop coming out, and he s sked us to
desparse ap the AVO, or the tussiens do not find the crowd comsploucus
and do not pet thers. He asked us to get thse leaflets out to the
srdmoamcdoondoedxthe country. I went in with the others and brought out
a bunch and I startad posting them on trees in surrounding etreets with
the help of thumbtacks which I found with private ads in the printing shop.
On Ssent Lst Van Korut 1 met Humgarisns who talked to us telling that
the Russians took the fresdom fighters that cgptured tha Hasement of the
dinistry of Defense and thay saw this because they were on guard duty.
The soldiers also told ps that many wounded freedom fighters wer. anatched
from hoapitals by the Hussians. They let us know that they were with us
and sald again and again "if wo should hedeseerrccones "I saw gledly that
people wors resding the leaflets which in part I had posted.
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e received news that the demonstrating ocrowd went to Andrazsy Avenio
AVO barrscks and anproached the blook threatening end was fired at by
the AVO and peonle said that there were six dead and many woundad.

"I thought that I could best help at Shat very moment by epreading
more leaflets und postars, eo I want back to the Vors Caillag for more
leaflets and postera.

"At the Margit bridghesds I saw no more Russian tanks. Close to the

Buda bridpehegd thore was resistance under organimiion. Many peopls

in the streets built berritsdes. Une man etood up and spoke as an
arstar:"l introduce wmymelf. I vsed to bBe & Catholic monk; then I worked
a8 & Tasdewrouse® industrial worker. MNow, we have to form & group of
Budas freedom fighters. (While he spoke I scribbled with ohalk “Long live
our hercic fresdom fightsrs). The AVO is murdering!"). The men went on
"ie have to watch ths government that it doss not declare nilitary
dietatorship. Ve have to be on the slertl®. Feople responded to hils speach
by saying:"We have to get srmal®

"o heard that the Palffy Berricks sided with the revoltnion and were Becrstly
out arms snd ammunition to thes freedom fipghters amsewiiy.
They mentioned in this connsction the freedom fighers of Srena Squara,

"In fact it was Szens Sguare that meny peorle spoke of as one of the good
strategical points to becoms a centrs of resistance. By friends apd I, who
worked together, sent the women home and we went to Szema Square. There
ware only a few people at Szenz Square who ocoupled the subway s tatloam,
but in fact it a good placa for re lotance. The grestest problem
wans the supply anmunition. Soma of my friends steyed there to
organize reslistance and 1 went on writing slegans, encouraging rsslistance

in the Ssignond.

"Hext dsy ( Oct. 26th) I received g messepgs that invited me to a person's
home to go totalks of the Smell Holder's Farty leaders concerning htasic
problems aspessing whet could apd should be doms.

"By then, the radio station snnounced a general curfew but people didn't heed
these orders. Wherever I went in the oity, lew that people stood in queqes
and boupht things ip shops apparently feeling that shortages would

develop, but I also cbserved that pecple wers also petient and understanding
toward emch other. Orocery s tore amployses worked hercically. Il saw 80 meny
of them I ras told cawe in from far distances, and the same wes trus of
halers. They were all enxious and eapger to mest the meeds of the poruletiom.
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"iore and more appeared to strike. As Ivent around inthe eity, I alse
saw thm t fighting was epreading.

"I want to the Small Hdlder's conference and every ome of the 15 = 20
participants viewed their opinions with great candor. As sll kinds of
suggesticne came up, I sald the following thing among others:

The Russians want the pesople to stay homs so resistance would not be
organized. This is by government orders -wiy they gave out the curfew
and shy they issusd posters here on the walls with the words: “"No
blood ﬂ‘ﬂjﬂ "ﬂl‘kJ'u

8o I suggested that we pasa the slogan to the workers that they should
ocoupy the plante and I suggested this minly bscause I hope the
Communists would not shell the rlants bacause they need their equipment
vYery much for their economys That was one of my main subjects, and the
other one was the following: Warksr's Council's and Revolutionary
Counnils should be formed and the atrike should go on. Our conferemce
lasted two to two ard a half hours. One of our participante brought the
measage that Magyar Nsmeet (Hungary's grestest liberal paper of the '40s
which managed to speak with precantiom for demooracy édwven during the
war years. In the firat three years of the post-war ara it mnaged to
remain a 1iberal r and it was only after '48 that it was taken over
by the “ommunists) was on ocur side. 4 sugpested that the things which

I put in a resclution be made an editorial (ome of the editors suggested
it, not respondent).

"At this editor's request, I wapt over to the editer s confersnce of
Magyar Nomszet after the Small H lder®s Party meeting was over. I said

to them what I meant and it wes very favorably received. It was from here
that I went to the Hevolutiomary University Council. On my way, . saw
truckes with freedom fighters but I alse sew Hussian tanks run on the
street amd attack the freedom fighters. Il saw several grades of freadom
fighters on the 8 treets.

"As I went to the Kosponti Egystem (Csntral University Bldg.) I found

it then oocupied by our armed resistance freedom fighters. They escorted
mo to the Assenbly Hall, It was filled with capacity with studenta.

The speaker was Cesa Loaomory. He spoke quite openly about the fact that
the Stalinieta were still clinging to t heir power and he suggested that
Imre ¥agy ba liberated from the ®ussisn ring of tanks, and that he ahould
form & government and he could, and should, convinoe the Russiasns that
this is a popular people’s revolution. A debate ensusd in which many of
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intelligsntly. One thing ssemed to have erystalised by than. Beyond

"For ms the most significant activity of the mext day (Oct. 27th)

e 8ll kinde of segotiations which wers going on in Kosponti Egyetem. I
took pert in conferences of the University bsvolutionary Council and

of thos of the He olutiomry Council of Intellectuals; summarily I say
say that we realized that we had to go on taldng part in the leadership
of the revolution. Ons of the constant concerns was to find ways to
dafand ocursalves against AVO infiltration.

"As mas usual we learnsd most of the nignificant newp at thase
mu-tuni mﬁhm,hmmmmm;n'
left last night and wer transported out of tom with the help
Bussian tanks. The infirmoticn we received was to the sffect thatthey
wore heading for the Soviat Uniom.

"The greatest news of the day was not only this, Thers wers several
more and all of them could be the “"greatest® of the day. Another

Bit of news that we received wes that Mikoyun left Anstruwction when

be laft for Moscow that the lagations be allowed to sse Imre Hagy (uantil
then he was only a nominal Premier). The first delegntions, aa we
learned, in these two Hevolutiondet Counoils I was referring to, wont
to him at the night of the 25th. It came cut that maybs Mikoyan thought
that this might quell the revoluiion, but there wers very glear indi-
catlone that they would not; on the contrary, they would help our forces.

"ot only had Imre Nagy not cmly begun to act as Fremier but
also there mus a basic changs by the government that Bela Kovies and
Tilda were adnittsd to the Csbinet.

"He had numerous friends in the various rovolutionary comcile of
workers as well in thos of the intellectuals and we received the
most recent information on the pegotiations with Iare NHagy. We wers
told that he was very dseply iupressod by the formation of a Worker's
Coupc i1 samsharmmntmdnrei iden and not only grentad the forwation of
such but even ordered theam trhough the Council of Uniops. We also
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received infcrmation on the skillful moves of the Communists who

gave advice to their Farty Seoretaries and their Grant Committee
Sscretaries that they tried to enjoy and infiltrete the Worker's Councils.
In faet, we received relizble informstion that several of such were
slected as they were appreciated ss persons.

"We both received informstion srd help with our sdvice snd persussive
megotiations that thees Worker's Councils “shelled™ the government
with their demanls and their muggestions. We were happy to receivs
the pews that the government went over from the Party deuarters
Byilding to the building of the Farliament and that the Worker's
Counvile went there, one after the other,

"As I have already indicatad, I spant most Komponti Egyetsam £t the

Centrul Building of the Univeraity) . Mo reports cams in to the affect

thet Eussian experts were in Ghe same room with Imre Sagy as he received

msmbers of the Worker's Counoils and other delsgations that were sdmittad
%o forged plans how we could ioprass om laow Magy's government

the Euseians (perbaps thra Imre Negy) that csase<~fire megotimtions

forged other plane as well. Une of such plans was to make the
Oyor radio ~ thamdio station of the Hevolution. Soms friends of mips
and I were slated to go to assint them make ths opsmtion of this radioc
offective and efflicient,

“That night (from Ogt. 26ih - Oct, 27th) I helped edit, with several others,
snother nes peper cslled "Sgexnt? (Solesn Appeal).

"The naxt day (Out. 28th) locked pretty simflar in activities so far as

1 was comeerned, as the preovious dey, 1 spent most of the time in the
Inivers ity "-vn{ntinury Council and the Hevolution=iy Counoil of the
Intallectuals. ¥e now fommulated oar ¢ emands in clsarly worded statements.
There were two items of grest psws which brought ¢wr attantion end which
vwe discussed and ®hich bacame fsctors in ocur further staps - oo wae

the news that 3,000 workers of the Magyar Optiksi Muvek (Hungerian

Optical Factary) voiced for the first time the demsnd of neytrelity

and upon recaiving this news, we saw to it thet this appear on the leaflsts
and that theay be distributed sll over the city.
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"The eacond good pews was that the radio still in the hands of
the ATH and therefore in the hands of the Commumist Party, wes

side of the revolution. It wmas now in the uilding
and thet building was still under control of the

of this fact, 156 employees (that is all employses with
ofeight) demanded that they beocoms fres in their decisions
ose employses bes flred. They threataned with strike if their
demands were pot realised.

58

ifi%

EEEs
155

1§
g
g

"™e talked all of this news owsr and a great deal nowr'e which ceme
almost every minute, and we triled to find political mays to give added
meight asd to add to these things anxd to chenel them into the right
places and that they be followed up by the right persons - so far as
=2 ®are abls to dao,

e
°] was quite busy with sditing apother issus of Ssost (Soleun Appeal)
This was the day on which a cease-{ire wns worked in part with our
help. Bat there was still soms bloody fighting.

Wext duy (Oot. 29th) I spent most of the day in activities similar
to those of the laat two days., We were gquite gonverned over the fect
that in spite of the agreessnt batwesn the Hungarian Qovernment and
the Ruasiep wedquarters, a last dltech effort was mmde toorush the
foroes of the revolution. There wae ¢ partioular heavy fight at the
Corvin Theatre and the Kilian Barracks.

"ie planned to publish "Szozat" daily and we also planmed to publiash a
woekly paper. This tock guite a part of my afforts to get these underway
and orgenised and we glec organized help for the three redic Oyor's. I
wag quite busy in that as wall.

"The Small Holder's Farty negovtiated with Tildy and Tildy and I re Magy
negotiated with the Hussisns, demending their withdrewal. The lesder of
the Honsisn negotiations wae Uikoyan.

"ie ware greatly helped in these pegotiations by “we" (I mean the
leadership of the Smell-folder's Party0) We were helped by the fect that
popular demand that Fartissof 1945 became so vigorous that this demand
first formwlated and amnounced on the 22nd becams now ope of the mwt
clsarly pronounved and repeated demandes of the revolution. This demand
appeered among sany other things - I mean above all - resclutiocns of
Worker's Councils -~ also on postere which spread sll over the city.
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"Hext day (Oct. 30th) lociked similar to the previous daye so far as

wy activities were aoncernad. 1 wes aroious to follow-up all the
heprenings and developments, not only in the eity but throughout the
nation. There were ntill outstanding groups, let alone individual leaders
of the revclution, but I found it moet significant that demands of
Worker's Coun-ils i Csepel, of Wiskole, and of Gyor all locked the sams.
This indicated to me quite olearly that the country wees politically
mature and that demccracy had the most fertile soil imaginmable as I alwmys
hoped end meintained.

"I can'™ and am no moare anxious to say e verythiog in clear sequence, I
Just indicate the major events that I was part of, or that hap-eped to mej

5] went over to the Writer's Association to persusde them to belp keep '
the revolution clean by issuing eppeals to the nation that we safeguard
the cdlean record of % he revolution and not let pasciops win the upper hand.

"As we talked cver the condltions of the forming a "Smmll Holder'"s Farty]

we received news from the government that the Peasant Farty should be formed,
I took the stand thet only one large Party should be organised representing
the peasants of the copntry.

"I tried to contribute to the crystalisation of a new development by

a great mny nagotiations in several com-ittees and plaecce - one of those
was the Sgovoss (Nationel Assn. of Cooparatives) I was invited to parti-
cipate in megotiations on conferences &n @ top orgenisation which was then
under formetion, Netiocn-wide Mational Committee, whichwaas to be top
repressmting sll revolutionary ccuncils and mational , worker's coumcils,
and all whioch veally were the same and only nased differently.

e recoived newe that Dudas had conguered the press and the Bldg. of
Ssabad Nep with his group of freedom fighters and that they issued an
ultimatum which demanded the participption of representatives from cities
and towns In the country. This aforementioned netion-wide committes was
supposad to be it =~ the top organisation of all of these crgapizations,

"lhe ' R agK 1 *Agd T0 Beln iy A ol gongciopspens wmas Lo prevent
L }
T LD SE NAppan whgn tae g

"It was in midst of such negotfations that I received news from the madio
gbout the withdrawl of the sians which was impending, end that was
supposed te take plaoce on the next day st noom-
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"Now I thought that the time had marrived for negotiations on the
highest level. I went to the Parlimment Buflding and talked te

tar Erdei and Minister Tildy. I also partieipeted in negotiations
th the Social Democoratic Lesders - Kethly, Fischer and Eelemen,
gotiations were concluded by ome with lave MNagy. During wy
negotintions with Imre Nagy, he issued msix permission to ocoupy the
old party headquarters Building for ths SmmllHolder's Farty.

Xt

two days (Oct. 30, Flst) ware slso spent by negotigtions.

my time wus spent with the Smell Holder's Farty, and we decilded
to taks part in a Go-alition government, and 1 talled very mach at the
of fice of the Hation-wide National Committes on ths ways how we could
achisve the formation of & Go-alition government.

ga
2

"Fart of oy negotiations were carried out with the Farces of lew and
Order which were formed in those days, snd Exksshosososriodaooncii
ieenpirxibiys made an agresment thet the comtrols should comsist of
g freedons fighter, = policemsn and & soldlar. We worked cut details

of thess plans and everything was shaping up very well.

"In my talks with Dudss, I mede an agresment with him that we are
going to supply jourmsliste for his paper.

tJoseph Kowago, Lovd layor of Budapest, was another parson with whom

I had several talks in thomse days, I was often in the Ferliament Hldg.
partioularly conducting negotiations conoerning the Forces of Law and
Order. In all of these conferences, we were very anxious to prevent

any infivance of the extrems right - enything faintly resembling Fascist
influence was excluded very carefully. We wers also very anxious to ses
that these Torees of “aw and Order functioned efficisntly so as to prevant
the taking of personal revenge.

“In order to prevent personsl revenges and any gccesses we achieved, and
I had my part in it, that orders were issued that all members of the AVO
should report and should bs teken into custody.

"It was in these days (Oct. 3Cth -31lst) that we started setting up
E:mm comuittass that were to becoms the basis of the Small Holder's
tyo
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"I held my epeech in the oame of the Pessant Assn. in the svening
of Uet. 3lot.

"] observed threut the negotlations, as well ss through many reporis,
radio eoto. that the confidence of the nation pretity well rested with
those leaders who emerged in those days.

] will now give a sumsary of the fow o highlights which were
important in sy activities in the next days (Nov. 1, 2, %o

I will not try to put them in the right soqmnoe ~ jumwt mention them
more or lesss at random:

"l laarned that during the night of the 2nd, the Bussiane completely
sncircled Budepest, and I was very much werried about this news and
talked again and again with frionds and in the mepgotiaticns I mentioned
the feot agein and again, and . heard others mention it, but we trusted
the Moscow Declaretion wheih to the effect that they recognised that they
had to find 2 now approgch to the situation in the satellites and that they
would withdraw their forces. I found comcilation in the fact that the

of the coneequonces 1f it attacied
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¥Sut I observed that the atmosphare was that of joy. Feople were
busy cleaning the streeta. "o maitter whati happensd, we'll work 16

s day until the country 4s bullt up”® people seid again and again.
ers and artists wore producing like mever before -~ great works
fterature and art -~ Jubilent crowds ware in the streets and the

pie of Budapest wma that of elation and exmberanes. The -
ione were only leaders like I who feared the disastrous consequences
and who tock the pewa of Hospian troop movemmuts very seriously.

of Bov., 1 learned that Ilwrs Nagy was very talking

r satellite representatives, snd urging that the siaps bad
country. I, mymelf, talked with Isnre Negy oa severel oocssione
s1dy, end I learned from them that militery cegotiations wibh
wers proceeding apd progressing - they told me. 1 even lesarned
from them, for instance, that the Ruesians asked for s n
of the Hussian war memcrisle, and for farewsll spesches when

i
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“Aotaslly, all day on Nov. 3rd, I vae part of a conference held by
agrioplturel sxperds in Faasant Asgn. premises — most urgent
agricultural mtters.

this I was in permanent connection with Lore Nagy, and this
is hov I talked with him on several occcasions.

"Aths the comference of the Executive Committes of the Small Holder's
Party, we discussed the matter of the withdrewal of the Busslans apd the
likelihood of their kttack. Sven after the conference wap Over,
I still maid that the might stdll attaock.

After midaight (Bev. 4th) I took & Long walk with Lord Mayor Howvago
and othera of the Smell Hdlder's Farty leadership. It was about two a.a.
that we ocalled Iare Nagy's of fice and learnmed that negotiations were
progressing well with the Résalan High Command.

iNow Lwas so exhavsted that I want home to bed., In part worried about
the kuspian movements and in part,hoping,beceusef of the reports I just
received.

"] wag awalkened aftar four a.n. by a terrible battls noise. I issediately
knew what it msant. I tried to call lure Bagy office but the line was
busy agxin and again. I expected pows snd opened the redic and heard

At once, the radio was silent. I phoned widely all around the city, and
hal{ an hour later, ope friend from Pozsomyi Ut (Pozsonvi Ave.) He
reported that tanks were pouring into the city for wore than sn hour

and they were heading tosard the Farliament Eldg.
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riAnother and tragie phons call came later to the effect that
white flags were in ths windows of the Parliament and an armgy of tanks
sarrounded it.

"I left for Pest, By then I found the Jarglt Bridge sealed off. ITwent
baok home and tried to listen to Western radio stations. I heard the
events of which I knew apyway, and no move on the ulde of the UN that
oould have preventsd the Rusasiane from continuing and
Kadar

re-conquest of Hungary.

*I heard from the Ssndor radio station that
amounced and I gew that he made that proclametion in the neme of four

parsons.

"I went back to the city snd met soldiers who came without arms end taold
me that they were discharged and that they had been at the Ministry of
Defenne and others ot the Perliasment Hldg. and I heayd from them how the
Buasian attack took places Tanks rolled up to the walls of the
Ministry and the Farliament, they seid, and res

conpletely uselsse and sepselese. The iuul.:nl jumped from the tanks, they
said, with machips gune apd pushed into the iildings.

oIt wms about elé ven a.m. that 1 heard wild ghooting from the direation
of the “a)git Bridge, which lasted for half an hour. 1 wondered what
the copse was and whether thers was still armed resintance.

;
%
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ifter the shooting was over, I went to the Margit Korut(Circleway) in

Buda, and saw terrible destructiocn everywhere. The steople of the Franoisecan
Chruch was badly demaged. + saw partioularly much d estruction at the

Spsll Ealman Sq. and the Ssena 3q. I epoke to mny pecple, and syewitnesses
said that the Mussian tenks came off the bridge and wrought destructiom

upen Bouss after House— building a fter building, Most people, I was told, now
fled to the air raid sheltars.

"From these talks, the pattern of Russian attack becams quite clear in my
minds tanks rolled while systisatliocally ahooting up every tldg. they passed.

"Now the rest of the day was preity quiet. It was only at sunset that the
frosdom fighters got themsalwee arganised again. The clatter of madhiine gons
vas loud again, and rifle fire clearly distinauisable all over tomn.Tank
guns replisd. éu.rfn wae ordered but Budapest was just a plain battleground
and no curfew crders could bs put into effect.
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"Baok at hows, my family pleaded with ms, with tears in thelir eyes,
pot 4o stay at home becsuse I would certainly be dragged amay. 1 should
£ into hidiag thqtnlﬁ s

"By sext day (Nov. 5th) Buda was aleo orgsnised for resistance. The maia
of resistance in ow ares bscams the Kiscelli Varkastely (The

of Kisoelli). Another strong point tecame Martinovies ovice

Hill). Still snother one vas Kis Svabbegy. Still ancther was the
k’rﬂ hﬂ' ‘Hn]-]u

Worksr's Comnnile didn't leave their places, but were eagsr 10 organise
Plant Ounyds and were preparing to run ths planta by thsmselves. I saw

this goimg on, for instance, in old Boda. I kept going arcund and listeaing

and speing. + ssw soldiers who complained that they didn't have encugh

amunition,~ otherwiss, they wovld continue the £ight, and thay hoped they
oould hold out. I talked to batbewimg artillery soldiers who were aiming
thelr guns ageinst the Hussian tanke at the bridgehesds and st Farllament.

I heard many stories about heroic resiatance on the psrt of f resdom
fightere. I heard for instance ca theSlesi Ut (Vienns ive.) a Bussian
tank was mralyssd by hand grenades and that the Hussian soldiers were
ﬂ]ﬂ-“n

"As I went to the Eescelli Variamstely, . helped thoss freedom fightere
build up a nest of reaistance. With the help of other civilisns and
byetanders, we pushed a tank up to the hill ( a captured Russian tank
which ms umable to orawl aoy longer) we pushed it up and stood 1t up
in position. Wherever I went I saw more and more and longer and longsr
queques ~ partionlarly in fromt of bekery shops.

mStories of hearolc resistancs mn part of young boys and others were
cireulsting around town, and { bed no resscn to doubt the ir validity
beonuse relable reporta from pecple who saw oftand estroyed tanks cams
in one after the other.

"iow I don't txy to maks a real difference in the sequence of eventsof
Hyvo 5, 6, 7, €, 9the I will takk at rendom atout things that ocourred in
thase deys.



help to Humgary, and they thought it was worth spilling their Hlood

Rt wes still on the 7th of November that I personally saw Euselans
sboating at rendoa, at buflding inZsigmend Sg. and I also saw hit-and-

rm freedom fighters approaching them and shooting the Russians one by one.
I even saw the Russlans fleeing.

"In these days, ca the 7tk and Bth, freedem fighters still bhad much of the
stidvation under their cantrol, I observed, and I had firet-hand knoeledge
of the fact that the City Commcil still kept cooking for the freadom
fightars.

"It was either on the 7th, or the 6th, 4if 1 recall correctly, that I

beard FresidentBisenhower 's preas confersnce: "YRe didn't e noourage

smell mations to rise in sn uprising against overwhelming odda..."

This was ny first real bitter disillesionment, but 4t was a bitter
disillusionment oot coly to me bat to most Hungariens,xk@esmiockmoaiis
There were people who grew so bitter that thay desparately sald:s"Thase
Amsricans are scoundrals themselvea bscause theydon'™ 11t a finger to
help us in owr morial fight) the day will come whem they will have to fight
the Hospians themselves."

"It was in those dayw, 1t meeme to me, on HOv., Bth and 9th, moved to
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wi thdraw to the mouptains.

®0p the 9th, I left myself, I walked to the Buds Aille and I witnessed

a fight between freedom fighters and Russian army unita om
Barmazhatar hegy and Zeioroshhegy (hill), It mas etill on the 9th, that

I arrived in Pesthidegkute Next morning (Nov. 10th) I went to

Sclymer, and I witoessed how a freedom fighter was burled with all the
posp his comradss could afford and oven wost of the population of Solymar.

o] mantad to talk to the Council of the Towm. Ehen I was loocking for
the Chairmen, people asked mo Af I wanted to talk %o the pew or the old
Chairman. First I met the ald Council Cheirman and he told me that he
was bhappy that he got rid of the chairmenship and be also tcld me that
tha Party Secretary of the tom, fled, and be confided to me that he
would like to forget that be over wasa Council Chairmen (of coures the
old Council ohairmen wes chairmsn during Commmism). The Bew Council

Chalirman, I learnsd, was also prepsring to fles to the West, as I was.

*I continved my way end in Pilisssentiwan, I saw 2 well-organised miner's
guard, and I oouldn't help thinking what & happy, democrutic cocuntry we
would have bad had this disseter not coms about...

o] went te Dorog, another mining town, and found that the winer's were
still striking and determined to keep striking.

"It wae in Fommrom that I got en & trein. I stopped at Oyor to get
informetion axd then continoed oy way by tmein to the border stadson,

Aegyeshalon.

"Thank Ood I maneped to @t scross the border on Novesbsr L1l8h Into
Austria.,

"Bat I should add that it was ca three ovccssions while I was heeding for
the Wost that I deeided to turn back because I thought that I was one of
ths officears of the ship of our oition and that they sbould oot abandon

ship when 4t 1s in danger. I hed learned that it was the rets which first
fled from & sinking ship, and I didn"t want to be such B comardly pereon
*ho lsaves when things get tough.
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A. The demonstratiopss

Respondent hes told us in detail his knowledge and expectations of
the damonstrations when he first learned about them, and he has told
ud detaile about what he did during the demonstrations and what others
dids All of these facts are vividly described in his mccount on what
haprened to him.

Ho also described his feelings quite sleborately.
Asked what he manted the government to do then, he answers:

"On October 23rd, the actual issue was the demands of the college and
wiversity youth of Budapest ar detailed in their sixteen points of demand.
Actuslly, I should begin by explaining this by telling you that in the
evening of Jct. 22nd, a friend of mine brought to me the sixtesn points
and also showed me the demands ofSseged University youth. As you know,
actually the r:in:l.q of these damands started in Ssaged; at the University
where you and I started working for establishing a working demoorscy in
Hungary . It was only at that meeting with this friend that I learned about
the new movement of colleg and university youth. I carefully resd the points
of demand, but my friend remarimc that these points = ctually represented a
new step of DISE, Ak This friend of mine, in fect, was ready to
dismiss these demsrds =2 nothing in partisular. I, however, tock s

told him that to me those demends looked very stromg
and I told him that thay lLooked subetantial to me. It's another question
I remerimd of how muth of them can be accomplished. I also told him that
I eould clearly see the great influemce of the Polish svents in sotling
up thees pointa and in the wording of these demsnds. Iouth, es usuel, I
told him, does not respsct reality srd puts 4ts demsnds inte words as 1t
comes from the heart: It keepe its eyes on the actual goals.”

Still contimuing hie enswer to the quastion I posed above, respondent

goss on saying:"At thet time, I oonsidered them demsnds directed at the
government, I thought of them that they were unresl lsticelly strong and

bold, but at the same time, I thought thsy were very significent as I

thought that if youth sets forth demands as boldly as I saw them and with
such a tremendous force in its desire to see them accomplished, the government
wuld be gompelled to give in. I speculated that the govermnment oould find
two ways for curbing these demmnds. 1t ought to recognise, I thought,

that with the methods it had used until them it could no more silence the
ring leaders beo:use this movement by then & pparently held under ite impect
tbs entire univeraily and college youth. Thaus, I thought, it had only two
ways to this movement pster out. Une would be by using tricimry by

making concessions, thus satisfying youth and not carrying out those
concessions at all - or only to a degree so as not to smount to anything. The
other way could bs was to enter into an agreemant greoting conesgsions of
some mcdest sxtent, which however would bear in themsslves the davelooment
furtber. This is adoot how my reasoming went at that time. I thought that
the demends would ocerteinly have condequeposs to the affect that ths
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Stal in-Rakosi era would fxk epd, and Imre Nagy would take over, who
already in 1953 had a tesporary and kind of Fationsl Communism. How,
I figured that this would be the case again and that aome form of
Notionsl Commumism would come about undar the lesdarship of lsre “agy.
hmm,lhmdthtmhgrmﬁl-nmﬂ-m
descoratising of the suthore of the Petofi Circle and of youth. This
is what I had in mind on Ost. 2pd. "

8ti11 contimuing the explamation of what he wanted the govermssnt to do,

respondent. goes on saying:™hen on Oote 23rd, I laft the place where I

worksd and went out to the streets, I guite definidely folt that sentiments

were 80 profoundly ewekeped that the atmouphere was revolutiopary - ia

fsct, 1 might say, that L hod the feeling that those were the baglnnings

of & revolation - a revolution could be settled only, I thought, if one

of those in gesumee leadarship of the revolution., This 4o what

I pondered. main dessnd, the only actual demend was that Isve Nagy

assume leadership of the country. All demsnds actually were tending to

foroing the hand of the goverpmast to put Imre Negy in powsr. Tim

substantial d emends were closely conmeoted with this and the rest of

demands only symbolic, I listensd to the orowd in the evening of Dot. 23,

them desend Imre ¥agy for periods as long ss half an hour.

am referring to the dencnstrations at Farlingent Square. Epeex

£, 414 oot see any other person either.l wasn't able to see
eloe for this change in ths government. When, at long last, the
managed to see ite demands fulfilled ~ minly that Hagy sosak to
them - when he stapped to the baloony of the Parlisgent, he was received
with en indescribable ovation. Homever, when he finished hls spesch, he
caused great disillosionment in people, including ggs I starisd pondering
of course, what was the reasons for his speaking with such hesitation.

1, of coarse, discovered a cuite cbvicus reascp right sway and that was fegr.
Foar of whet might it might dewelop into - at that time, we knew pothing
vot of Ruspiasn troop movoments. This tremendous question mrk haunted us
behind everythin that happened. Be wondered"what about the Hussizna?® Ve
wondered what their r eactions to Hungariap events would be. We didnét
know mach about the bshaviour of Russian troope and Kussisn pol.twg in
Varsaw either during thope dgys~ we had no accurate information. 4he
Amgarian prese did not reveal that Russian dividions ware daployed in

the Warsaw ares as s oconseguences Of the s tirring of the Poles. Thus the
Polish events did not provided us to eoms to anyd efinite conclusions.

1, however, thought right away that the AVDO wers on the spot in the
Flrlinunthﬂﬂlﬂg bot I wanted to be sure of this - thus I went to the
main entrance of ‘arlisment and I found 1t locked, but * saw through the
window thatthere were a considsrable number of plain elothes AVD, 2 s well
as armed AVO in uniform in the building.”

"I,

:
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heading the Elblnltlnd his sssociates would him
Osts Losonosl, I alse hoped the “ussians would realise this they
would not insist on imposing anyone alse, ‘he ma o nd
mut that Russians had t Imvo Hagy slready in 1953 under
1lling circusstapces, and 1 thought that now impmot
of the farce of this revolutionary crowd, they would hewe to give in. I
also expected that demsnds would grow with time, but I thought that
Imre Nagy would be able to handle the situstion, i anticioat d soms umrest
inthe mext fow daye from revélutionary moves, but I thought that in the
lu;ru,-wlu‘unnmmuhplmﬂwwi
tomard freedon and democracy that would finully lead to just that.®

Since reependent has already described whe the demopstrators were, 1
eomcentrate now on sesking him whe the leaders of the dencnstrations were,
snd he answers: "I is actually very diffioult to speask of leadership

of the demonstratiops, There were no aotual leaders and there was oo
erganisation. Ingenius and inventive people mede the slogane. They becams
kind of chear lsadarse oot only for the period while the orowd liked that
eartain slogen - perhaps thet slogan was carrisd on for coneidersble time,
and perbaps it wao dropped after a fow minuotes, Firet the people
sarrounding such a person (incidentally surrounding him !) repsated the
slogan gnd & ter him and took it away vith him, and £ that was to the
liking of the larger orowd that followed suit. Sometimss a slogan sounded
on oné side of the crowd and porhaps eimulstangously enother ope on the other
slds, and thay cams in Waves spmroaching other and oolliding perhape in the
middle of the crowd. The one which was more to the liking of the crowd at
that very moment won cut and was then repeated by the entire cromd.”

Romembaring a fow mass demonstrztions, respondeut and I had taken purt in
while during cur student years at the Upiversity of Sseged in which I wes
s laader, and he a participant, I maked whether thone demometrationa

ret abled ooé epnother in chareoter and whether I was right in likening the
birth of slogangé to the birth of folk songe of ages, refsrring minly to
the fmct that the euthor doss not claim authorahip and in fact ie arcclous
to hide his being the nuthor bacause he hopes that remsining in snonymity
nls creatlion would be received more warmly and carrisd cn by the crowd.
Respondent answers that he thinks exactly the same, and that it has been
his observation that my questhon is juetifiod and he ¢ an answer 100% "yes",
He adds that the psyohdlogical impsct of the crowd are greatly influencing
the Individual in his creative words and he explaina the mutusl character
of thess inpacts and influences. Hs goes on ssying:™ it is always the mors

4
3



the sceles of politiocsl saturity in the crowd as being more
erystalised, olearer promounced and particularly representing more sotosl
politicel dymaaics. There were some extreseist demands bat nope of those
bud anti-eenitic sharagter. There mas not ons anti-semitio slogan end not
an incidentsl ome. Meither them nor lster did I heer amy of that saturs in
demonatrations, nor bas been brought to my sttention.”

on tha side of University and collegs youth, respondent answerss:
"The orowd again and again demanded megaphons, :I.ﬂdl-p-hﬂ'blo!;-ti-
speeches of those who addressed the cromd from the nteps of the Yarliamenut
were not audible in the Square proper. The ¢ rowd demanded repestedll:s
"Loud speakarsf Loud Speakervi” At ope point a load smpeaker station-wagon
aPpeared with artlllary of ficers in the driver's seat and when it appeared
it had en ewful hard time in the very closely packed and jeamwed crowd to
and warm ite way to the steps of the Yarliament to bs of soms help.
Ay soge measure of organization, namely there partisipetion, which

but by the crowd. Thoss artillary officers, in sll
1llmlshood had participsted in thedsmopstrations bafors, saw tha plight
and wont to the barrecks and then touk their equipment baok with tham.
Unfortums tely their equipment was notsufficiently pomsrful to belp the
entire cromd listen to the s peschea. Another eign of soms measure of

i there wore soveral trucks standing at the edges of

the orowd imxboscixsf on Farlisment Square and they were minly students
and alse working youth standing on those trucks and they sounded slogans
whicha prarantly had been developed at the d enonetrmtions aroand the Ban
Status."

TR 0 AN O YROUDEE 10 RO TR A TR R S T J X SR S R
E.

| 4 b Asiked about his own feeling during the fighting, respondant
answars ; the seoond thase of the fight -the somewhat wmpanized vhase
of the fight far the radio statiop started in the ewesing of Oct. 23rd,

that is to say when larger amounte of arms end awnunition arrived on trucks,
my feoling that the fight which the governmsnt picked wes assumed by the
Hungarian people. It could not help doing so. Sasentially I belisve ths
determination to Fight 1t out developed in ths minds of people when they
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firet heard that students were shot to death. My very persomal
fegling wes that I was anxicus to get some weapom to gel into
myhande, but as I looksd sround at that time there ware no

weanons that anyone would have given away because avarybody who
msphgad to lay his hand on one stuck to his gunms. That was e
factor and another factor was of course that my wife, as most

other wives, tried to dissuade me from sxxih taking up ares.

It wae only ister that I mede the resclution not to fight with arme
because if T were captured that would considerably harm the reputatiom
of themvolution because I had been @— although only political - but
still 2 prisoser and Communists 1iked to point alwaye to the fact
in any plot, or alleged comspiracy that there wers parsons Anvolved
who had basn "criminale”.

Mskod whether had had sny feelings of fear, respondent snswers:
*Thero was sops instinct of fear in me which on ome hend pushed me
gway from the fight, on the other hand itdso attracted ms, That
boceme cuite 2 pulling feres. I didn't have a feell g at that time
which I would have boen able to put fnto words but it was something
1ike this - I had the feeling that I could by no means leave the sita,
of thase events. I had the feeling that I must wot deprive myself

of from something tremendously great. 1 had the feeling that I had to
go through that experience exactly like the people around me,. Bhern,
upon the persuasion of my wife, we retreated to the stepe of the
fniversity, I wae attracted again and again to go out at least to

the corper, but even more t0 be part of tbhe oromd that was exoocsad to
flying bullets. There was even a period when I seriocusly tried to gat
arms for myself but ab that certain perdbd there were none available.
Perhaps that fact oontributed decisively to my having emough time to
think 1t over and to deoide not to teke up arms. In faot, there was
such @ shortage of ams thut I witnessed when & soldler aotuslly
wrung & rifle from the hand of & boy about 13 ar 14 yre. old, but be
sure the boy resisted fievdely. That scldisr wes in poniform. I aleo
was missed when one man csms with & sub machina gan in his hand and
two ¥eisssg gtudenta were 00 cverjoysd seeing that this mep came #ith
a more eeriocus type of a weapen to participate in the fight thet they
Tan to him, hugged him and kissed him,"(Interviewer's nots; kisses ameng

men &9 rare in Hungery and such moments of extrame el s &1
the only ococasion for such)."Whoever happsned to hﬂ;u:pu;.ﬂ :':“tgublhly

actusl fight was wnder the impact of such 2 mgnetic force - Gsmensa
sufferings - fears and humilistions of a number of years - the bottled
up feeling connected with euch ecperiences were freed in an explesim.
I could 1iken it to the birst of 3 damn. Mesoocths ¥ hen the water 1
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reaching the highest point of the damn, it can keep flowing on for
protracted period but i once at one point the dam gives in, there
to d up ths power of the water that is streaming
through that. Our psychologicsl oondition was very like that. The fear
disappeared and there was no mors pondering on what wouls happen %o
me tomorrow = whether I dis or not - pot even the terrar of what would
hap en following these svants~ nothing more than to go amd to fight 1t

tha t Y had to go sway a little distance from tha
actual combat to start thinking about these orsdiderstions. In fact,
I really begas resl ocontemplation when we were going hows, Them Iwase
territly worried what the Huseisae might end would do. How oould ten
mdllion win against the that is baclked up bty a 200 million people

seertations of the governmsat mpd I
didn't believs it; in fact, I didn’t refuts it in =y mind but I was oondering
in my mind whether he ae a person was able to withatend the compelling

they wantad him to call for the troops. In
they did it at gum peoint.

t bave been respomslills, responcent sayas
"I bave no doubt that it vms Oero and Hegedus— the Staliniste, end I
slso thought of Piros but sbove all I suspected Oero. It was he who made
that infemsous speech to the population.”



turming inte fighting, Ons wae the epsech of Gero., If he had oot

dal ivered that speech or had mads it 4in a form speaking nioely and
tactfully sbout the students and Ghlling that they might bave sooe
axageretted views but pevertheless we consider thea seriously, eto..even
this could have led to reconciliation., Of course, itwmld have besn wiser
for him not to apsak at all becsuse his peracn itself was hateful to

the population. Themel wise thing would bave bsen to mske Imre Nagy
gspeak over the radic. Ancther wise dedisiom would have besn to lat
delesgation of the students into the radio building snd to negotiats
them in 2 sensible moner. They muld have sven psrsuaded thea %0 ba
smizx oo ssvarsl of their points. For that, 1 am eure they would ha
vou in to the pressme of the governsent, They could bave persuad
delegation, 1'a eurs, to eltar seversl of their points and reword e
and gven to leave out some. 4o other words, if the
been considerats enough t¢ give in onths subatantial desands, Just
saying that Ferty Cepmtral Commdttee is in seesion and that Cabdnat 1o
considaring chapges apd in all likelihood Isre Nagy would becoms ths
Premier. Had they soted thisway they could have channeled the emotions
of the people into pesceful approaches. ‘sople would have gone t o bed
with hopeful expectations for tha next dey."

Asked when ths tarm "freodom fighter®™ first was beard by respondsnt, he
answered:s "If I can recall it right, it wez on the 25th that I heard it...
ag I tried %o think back, I remsaber I had heard it already in the evening
of tim 24th. sven I soribbled the slogan "Long live our hercle fresdom
fighters/" with chalk on walls in the evening of Yot, 24th, but I cannot
remdaber anymore tvhare 1 first heard this term. On the evening of the
2,th, however, this vord -~ thia term wen sverywhare."”

e
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hAgked who fought and during whioh periods, respondent sayst "The fighters
came from all welks of 1ife but at the Hadic Bldg. where the fight actuelly
started there were minly etmdenta (from bot scadamy and industrisl schoole)
and young woriers. Thers wers alet scldisre and a smell number of policemamn
among the fighters on the evening of the 23rd. Most of those who held out
in the fight and persevered momaxk throughout the revolution wers also
studentes and young workers."
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how end when they got arms, he anewerst™] rommber the case
first seisure of mrme on Oot, 23rd, when I arrived at the
at a stage when the AVO had already
young people came back from the first rows
they told exoitedly what hed happensd. They were pacticularly
concerned about the desd and gtopped trucks demanding:"let's go to

in. Others said "let's go out to

Vorosveri Ut (Avemus) beceuss I know where the arms depot is over there]"
The military unit that was ordered wipe out the resistance at the
Radio Mdg. didn't bhave wach samunition, but thay had rifies and sub mechine
guns and they eithar handed them ovar to the demomstmators or part
of them even 8 ided with tivm. I witnessed that mymelf. it
that I heard that they also mmaged to gt arms from the
Mechioe factory at Festerssebet. I also got the news that they mannged
arme and ammuniton from Timot Sirest Arms and Amsunition Depot. I
1oo learned that ¢hey actuslly menaged t0 get arme sud ammuonition from

1 2lso learned that there were fredom fighter groupe which
right during the first night(Oot 23-724 ) attacked arms depois tiat
wore prxx guarded by AVO men., They disarmed the guards and seized arms
and amemnition.”

Asked how ghe freedom fighters were orgsnized, respondent giveas thie
anaware "I the ovening of Oot, 23, there were no leadera whatsoewar.
Leddare daveloped only in the course of the fighting in subsequent days.
Parson who happened 1o be efficlent just kind of grew to be leadera.

The ooos who bad the indative to give orders and whose orders proved to

bs congiderate end workatle and circumepect. This is how Sgabo Bacsi
(Uncls Ssabo) bocase the lasder of the group in Ssepa 8q. He was not the
firat ope to teke up fighting in that area. There wers thres young boys
who atarted the actusl fight at that point in the oity. In feot Ssabo Bacsi
arrived thers only at night, but his personality was po dominmant be

told tha stadents and youmg workere %o get going "Tou boys do tnis..this
has o ba placed here.,this hap to be placed therel™ and the like sv

that he mas acceptad s & leader. During the entire fre-dom figat, there
were only voluntary leadsrs. There were absolutely none imposed from mbove.
Leaders were sither recognised or they were xxjsxisd not.

Kiscell! Varkastsly, s fermer army officer took over cammand aoting like
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this: "Boys, I have just come from Szena Sq. I have coms to

organise resistance here. 1 warn everybody from the begirming

that now e verybody may consider and recconsider whether he s hould

tak part in the fight, but the cnes who stay will be under discipline..
under military dhntp{hn.. «that means that we volumataryily accept it,
1fwe do, but from then on, we will have placed ocusslves under
military diecipline and the omes who leave their poats, after they have
became freedom fighters will be dealt with Just like in a military
sitmation in a great emsrgancy.” I don t msan to imply that this was
the pattern but in fact, in most ceases, it wasn’t half as forml as this
oné wasg, but in order to illustrate various kinds I thought of this
exzaple of which I have first hand kmowledge. In fact, in meat places,
not even such a "briafing® was nacessary. Samm Sumarily, I my say
that leaders naturslly developed.”

Cs The re-inveaiont Respondent has slready told us in detail how he
spant the days tetween the time of the Soviet withdremal and the time

of the re-invasion -~ in hisacoount of chromologicml events. Asked what

ha thought would happen when he Yed army tad bagun ite retreat, he saya:
"Firet of gll I thouyght that they realized that they could not fight with
their trocpe againet the entire population of the country; at the same
time, I suspected that they withdrew ae delayed tactiecs as they must
gain time to get reenforcements beceuse the troops commited to combad
were demoralized ant becaus: they wanted more materisl supplles as well,
I was dreading that some tridkery would follew the withdrawal move. However,
latar whan the high-isvel negotiations got under way between Hungarian
government represantatives and representatives of the Russian dilitary
High Uommand, I spolte to one of the person who participated in those
negotiations on the Hungarian side for Imre Magy ~ I am referring to
Erdel - and * questionad him ~ in fact I gave him wery o ritical questioms
- this wan on Uopday (Oct. 29th) and he assessed the situmtion, stating
that thésxsmax stepe undertaken by the Russians were sincere; in fact,
he explicitly stated thet he thought that not only thair withdrawmsl which
wes slated for thw mext dey, tut also their approval of a multi-perty
system wae sincere. 1 goked himwhat he thought prompted them to assume
such an attitude and he answersd like thisz"Mikoyan snd the Russians are
boiling mad at Hakosl in the first place and at Oere In the seond place,
because thay hold these persons responsible for the deteriocration of the
stination in Hungery. They agree very mlustantly but they consent to

the withdramal by thelr own decimion because they real ise thare is no
otlar avenus open to resolving the situation, They c en consolidate the
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li‘hlﬂ.ﬂhthl? thought, ouly by ressurecting the type of govermmmet
that was power inl945. This declsion is not sincere on their part
to the extent that they wished such & development, but it is sindere
in realieing that there i# no other way out."

"Since next dey (Det.30th) simulfansocusly with withdrewal of Hussian
txroop=, the Moscow Declaretion was made public in the evenlng, and
was announced over the redio and that seemsd to Indicete t0 ms clesrly
thet the Dussipne were e otoally redising wikekx bhow serious the situation
wss and they {eared lest all of Eest Europe would be revolutionised -stirred
by the Hmgarian sxample = and I thought that they prefarred to find
a modus vivendi, I thought they were [inding a way to withdraw without too
mach loss of their prestige and one

upe of freedom fighters, but would be orderly and dignified.

thought that the Mosoom tion had a prime significence in
thﬂﬂthtﬁqimiﬂlﬂmdrmhnthlrmrﬂﬂtm
with the Eastern pations on a different foundation than heretofore. |
IWthtmrw-hllmlmtmhmmm
sisilar to the one bud soncluded with Finland which recognised
the neutral status of Finland. I thought that such & sclution would be
poseitles and I thought that the Soviet's mers reslly seaking such = way
out &f the vary difficelt situstion. I also expected that the Soviet Uniom
would chain Bungary to itself economically no that Hungary could not
break smay, snd beoone an lntegral part of the West - but within the
country I hopod that the essentisly freedoms would be secured for the
pormlation end &bat it would be poseitile to develop & perzsnenmt
worksble demooracy.”

Asiced when he first heard that the wifihdrawal had bean halted, bs

answers i*The first news arrived om N v. lat from the bordar station Zahony
that a pumber of troop: had arvssed over the border. When the first pews
arrived, the Cabinet dealt with this problem immediately andwe nrged
them to taks vigorous action. Iz faect, this first serious move on the

part of the Russians prompted the Cabinet to take steps in & rapdd
sucosssion whioh othexwiss would nob have followed at that rate of =zpeed,
such s the resunciation of the Warsaw Pact, the Declarsbion of Neutrality,
and the placing the comtry under the protection of the UN end even
pl-adtng for its help. In other worde, the Cabinet corsidered the

Russian troop movements &s a provooetive atep, ae theye otuslly wers,

and they had no other ansver to those pwrovocative steps but to find
recourae,”
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Aaked when ha first saw the Sovist troope returning, he answered:
"I ¢ifn 't see them until noop of Nov. the 4th, but of course I kept
abreast of the dvelopments because I received datailed infermatiom

duripg the previous days.

"Asked about the mejor lines of hisactivities Trom ths time of the

RBud Armies return to the time of hism o scape, respundent gives this
aocount. "Sinoe I wes in Hpda thet time and could not sasily move

around, I was anxious to establish comtact with those with whoa I

bad worked politically..telpphons lines wers operating tut scarcely,

and this is why my attempt didn't succeed, Then I assumed the a Utitude

of an cheerver, but on ths second day I participated in crganising
resistance in I am referring to aramed resistance, At the sam t lme

I very anxious to regularly listen to brosdossta of Westernm madio stations.

We tried to aasess what the resctiocn to the sscond ajggresaive step

of the Rugeians was in ths West. In fact, the Secyrity Comeoil and later
the Gemerel Assemlly was cdlled into session and that the

queeticn was put on ite egands, and particularly the cosssptary of

EFE to the effect that the Presidential sleotion is the very reasonwihy

no active practical steps were undertaken but if the results of tiw election
be known it might be that serious political steps may follow. These
political steps, the commentary went on, oould change ihe situwation in
Budapest. When after & week it becams imposaible to keep on fghting
sgainet the Ruselapns within the city limits becauss they reckiessly

out: why the support which Bad been promised Sier over = pumber of ysars,
why this support did not materinlize.”

Asked when hoe began planning his esoape, rsspondent replicsi"Only
on thelOth when we were forced out of Budapest.”

Do t Askad whether on the whols Fungery has gaimedbecause of
the s Parpondent rescted thuslys®Hungery has gained notaing
visible in the tise that has lapsed sincs the revolution. The wisihls
signa indicate that the sitvetion bevame wuch more diffloult, ami
oprression much heavier than bsfare, but in my opinion there is a positive
sign to the plctare s opposed to the a forementioned oegative pids. I

can list the following geines (L) It was the first revolution in history
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in the so-called Socialis’ Camp., Thie revelution was clearly against
Commupiss. It was not a counter-revolution but a real revolution,

and the comter-revolution mas oonstituted ly the moves of the reogise
that trisd to suppress this mwolution, As such it put the entire
regine to shepe; 4% tore ite mask from the hideouws face it was hiding.
This faot cannot be alterwd ly even a terrific smount of wery skillful
propoganda on ths mrt of tha Sovist Union. Ib can cdmngs only very
1ittle in people's mind throughcit the world sbout the truth,

(2) The other great positive conssquence snd result of tie

:
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of the Fupgarian pesopls in the oo
(5) As enother gain may be listed
the oatward, smiling but under the surface actually grim face, the
Communist leaders = the Dres world realizes more than ever tefore that
Communist foreing policy which ism ctually tent om woarld conquest, and
which is unscrupulous in selecting ito ways apd geafe and tears down
every Mt of freedom whorever 1% can reach bersuse it fears freedon more
than anything elee, will pever sincerely follow the path of & peaceful
co-axistencs. The actions of the Sovist Union olearly point to the fact
that if 1t had enmagh nowar and 1f it were in a favorshble poeition, it
would without glving o second thought to it tremple underfoct those
retlons which are not within f{ts omn domain but outelde of it."
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EXPECTATIONS OF HELP FROM THE WaiT DURINC THE REVQLITION
A, Asied what he expected from the West during the revolutionj he says:

"I expected it to be wnifiad in the determinetion not to let the revolution
and fight for freedom of & small nation bte drowned in blood. I hoped that
it would teks svery opportunily end e vexy & venoce of a prroach which does

not provoks a kxil third d war and pave this revolution and fight
For freedom. I could explicitly and alaborately list on what this would
have meant in the various phases. The attitude I would have expected of

the West would have msant the fdllowing: On the 24ith,when the first

Dews arrived, k= in the West which must have arrived sither on the

Nov. 4, ar the 5th, which clearly g.ve an scoount of Soviet interference
in Bungarary's internsl affalrs, it ought to have realiced that this was
an issua which ocught bo have besn put on the agenda snd put on it immediately,
of the Security Council of the UN. The United Mations should have
sebtalished the fact that a war ahd broken oub batwean the Hungarian people '
socording to this realisation ant they should have talken sction

imnsdistely and have bad the Boviet used any resclution according to ita
voto power, it ehould huve bean transferred to the Oeneral Assembly and
should have pessed resclutioms as ocutlined in such cases by its cométitution.
Islso expected that the dissay ard indignetion that the Weet would be

80 strong that it would breask ocut in great demonstrathons and in blookades
agsinet the Soviet Unlon. I expected notes from the variocus governmmenta

a8 to the Soviet Uniom, and above all, unified action upon the parts of

the government of the free world..in fact, such actimns would have foroed
the Soviet Union's hand. It 1z not necsssary to outline what sotually
happened. They conv'ned only four days and aven then they did not pess

any resolurion for they adjowrnsd thelir session without a resclution.

#hen the Fumgarian resolotion st{ll won out in the rewclution by generocusly
spllling its blood - in apits of all of thess fmcts, managed to win its
freedom, the Weet cught to have employed avery mﬁy parmissable means

to save it from another Soviet attack. That they had such meeans at their
disposal is clearly demonstrated by the developments that dfollowed the
Sues crisis, snd the situation in the Middle Eset. The actions of the West,
talen in the Sues erisls and in the Middle Esst clearly proved that the
asontnation that every vigorous step towmmrd the Hungarian Bevolution would
have arrived at a war is a hypoaritical cover-up, because rhem the

Middle Egst sitvation was mn the agenta of the UN and the foreig Ministers
of the Eree World, there was no cuestlionmiswpd an nobody ot to the
facts that these ends would end in a world war. Althou re
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Russisn ama in Egypt and Rusplan advisors mere presen! in Egypb
s well as in the Middle Eant.”

Asked on what basis he formad his expectations, respondent sayst
*The real and suite firm abadd for this belief of mine wae the
gonviction, or at least hope, that the West would atihere to the
Natioral agreements and would insist thst Internationsl agreemants
are binding on every government that took part im bringing those
agreasents about, and I hoped that the West would ese, and indeed,
every Party whieh had been a party to such an ngresmemt would be
compelled tothose points of g greement whioch refarred to the situatiom
that devhloped. When the Sovist Uniongnnihilatsd all points of the
Talta Agreement in Eastern SZruope, faced the West with a great oprortunity
to sse that end any other agreesent enforced. I hoped that the West would
be sager to see. Bat firet of all, and above all, it waa the pointe of
the Tursaw agreenent that had bsen farced upon ths Eurcpean countirles
by the Soviet Union that ought to have been earxisd outs If only
those points of the Soviet Unloa, and Humgary amd other Eruopsans bad been
carried out %o the letter, the Jupgarisn revelution would hawvebeen saved.
Acofrding to the Warsaw sgreemsnt, the Soviet Union bad mo right to interfsrs.
More tham thet, the very peculiar situation actully developed that if
the Warsaw Agresment had besn carried out to the letter, the other
East Zarcrean Couhtfies could have n:hndndlﬂihrz‘hulphﬂmprm
it vas attacked by the Soviet Unmlom om Oot. 24bh. course it would
utter maivity to expect Beat Eruoprean Countiries but we expsoted that
the West would seize this ovportunity to put a pressure on the cther
East Europesan Countires and on the Soviet Union. I kleso expsotsd that
ths snnouncements, messs(cs and election programe of the respopsible
statesmen entrusted with the leading of the free mations are %o be taksn
seriously - among them concsrning the liberation of the Zastern Suropean
Hationse I didn't ¢ sendare to think, msbgeurkiwskarioomix that would
be let dom by the frwe warld becuuse I had knmowledge of e proogupnoenant
of 2 mxdxihe¥x responaible etateosman - a Secretary of State - whioh

had been mnde after the Berlin apd thes Fuvan mprisings and
was to the effect that in the future that if something of the same
sort every happensd onoe more in Easterm burops they would consider
what active, practical steps should be taken i o prevent thet uprising
from being orushed."

Frobed as te who the Secretary of State was, respondont sald it wes
Seoretary Dulles and he heard this statessnt of his after the Folzan
uprisings.

Asked whether he came into contact with any foreigners between Uct. 23

and the time of his escape, he answerss "On Ngv. lat, I talked to Austrian
nezspapermen and West German newspaper men and a Red Cross delegation

from the Wast, and a Swise Newspspermen on the 2, and 3rd, of Nov.

Asked what he hesard of these, respondent saidt 'ﬁammlly spesking these




LL=N
HLR v /49

people meked us questioms , and usually were reloutant to ansvwer
sany questions themmlves. Anyway, journalists were understandably
anxiovs to restriot their sctivities teo coly transmitting news."
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SOCIAL CLASS STRUCTUHE AND ATTITUDES
A.Fanily Backgrounds

My father was & pesasant, During ths mar,he haf sevenm and g4 half
acres of land. After the war, he received in course of the land reform,
three more acres. He also had au houss in which he lived in the village
he worked as a psasant.

Respondent's fether had wix grades of elsmentary sehool, apd so did
his mother.

B. Hocial Clapses:

Asked what soclal elasses there are in Hungary, respondent answered:
"Labor, Pessants, Bourgeouise. These three but of cowrse the division
lines aro anct shapp. They fluctuate and overlap a great deal. I

do no consider intellectusls a class - & soclal clase by itself -
intellectusls, in my opinion, are not of sooial category - a social
class - they are only ccoupations, jobe, professions, positions which
have a character of an intellectual worker. But ons dossn't just know
Af the managemert is adquired by s modern farm of 30 -35 a not
tc be regarded av intellectual work, and I really wonder iting

is miﬁrﬂmmmumlm*mnmmurﬂ.m

of that farm...l have thia guestion because I think that moet of typing
oonsiels of copysing or of just putting on paper what cne is dictated,
buthm#ﬁ:nﬂhmﬂndnnfntﬁarlmlnﬁtb-brmﬁtm and

@y dfinition of intellectuals is mot a sooial class but transcend socis)
clas:ses and @ very class hesits own intells~tual stratun, and people
are infellectuals in this semse of the word mot because of the completdicn
of a tertain amount of forma) &dusation, but are such bscause of thair
tﬁiﬂiﬂ:l talent ~their contesplative view, and their moral eriterion as
m™allc

Frobed into what eategory he thinks Communist lsaderahip belong,

respoodent says: "It is actually exploiting the upper lager in a

CGommunist countay. It 18 very mouh like the Capitalist layer of society

in the 19th Cent. in Bastern Eurcpe. Oommunist higher leaderahip and

the police apparatus which is necessary for presarving it - and whese share
in the natiomal income is disproportionately larger than that of the uppsr
layers in a Capitalist country with socisl institutions and gocial
legislature ~ it is in fact a eavage layer of exploiters the liles of which
Buooewizexkyx  ocourred only in the initial pahae of Czpitalism - the
relentless, aggresive, Capitalist, upper layers of explojtara of those decadea.
This Commumist upper erust is s nev-fangled beginning and & guite vital
layer. It is hungry and not satisfied at all and not yet dacayed by power |




a-y
HLR

v/51 (13a)

It is very mooh like the aforemsntioned thin layer of Canital lat
exploiters of the initiel phase of Capitalism with the fallowing
differences. That Uspital st layer in the 19th Century was powerful
encugh cnly in some certain arens - powerful emough to allgn iteelf
with the 1m1 administration, Hut even where it sligned itself compbetely
with the local administration, it was pot 8o much in wiexxge control
ef 1ife and death as is Comunint leadership in its system. Not only
the highest leadars as were Raknal and his accomplises enjoyed a luxury
beyond description and above all & powerful organisstion distant to
otect them and to serve them dersonally but a considerable nusber of
seper lesders snd their share of pomer-of-wealth was mach larger than
sny leading industrialist of tha lormer system in Hungary. The
statintioal survey could bear out the facts whioch I just approximately
outlinsd here. Teke for instanoy the basic fmet that the income of an
AVO officer, or an AVO detectiws was ten to fifteen times the amount
of incoms & firet rate guild worker had in Communist Hmgary. This
layor bes becoms Capitalistic in its thinking as well. This thinking
mans only dressed in the dress of Soclalism and in the dressof
Marxigt-Staliniest -~ in faect quite mixsd up idealofogy. It's s husan
attitude and ite relatioms with problems were aleo Capitalistic to the
extent that the Commnist prees tackled ss early as 1956
1iks the faect that favorites of the regime - like AVU offlcers - were
reluciant to hava their childrea Lexketxxmsx sducated in the saze
schocls that other children frequonted. The problem wae well-written
in the Commumyist press that the people camnot immgine that thedir children
would be in a less favarable scceptable status. In fact, these mocst
favored groups had spocial schools set aside by the government for their
childéwn. Irodalmi Ujmsag was foremost in unocowering such facte. The
analysis of their attitude and their condust would be tha interesting
topio for r serious survey and astudy,

Dne of the meost intsresting aspactsa is that these pecpls considered
their exceptions) status patural and perpestual. It was bant on aclidifying
its power and meking it inheritable to ite children in ope way or another.®

Hgspondent thus not only enuserated the classes in his oomception but
aleo characterised cme of those. Now I asked him to describe what actual
conduct he md with each of these sooial groups, and hers is his answer:

"I am of psasant descernt. dy entire background, my childhood experiences,
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my relatives all tie me to peasentry. 1 have experienced most
mrofoundly and most vividly the problemss of this socisl class.

It's fate, its desires, its lonyingy, 1its aspirations and its

attitodes and its entire may of thinking and I had no outlook for
lesding this class for awnile, and I had an awfully hard time to

got college educmtion, It was gquite interesting that in those decadao
many stns of daughters of peasants oomplately considersd themselvea
from that social group after thay completed collegs pducation and they
epsumed atiitudea and the vay of life of the middle-class, “any peasant

parents were afraid of bhia = pamely, that thers childrem would cut themeelves

locee from them - memtelly snd seychologically = after they got collegs
sducation, snd this wes & ressca in mny 3 fdudly for not sending their
children to college. They saw quite Gisheartening examples of this

sduestion, but when I was told by my parsnta "Nsll, go and becoms a
gentlemani” I had the profound mixed feolings about wy severing myself
from them as w.2 expressad in this sentenos and in siwdlar omes..l msan
their attitudes, their feelin.e that they feared I twrn sy beck on them.
This fesling mdﬂmutmﬂMﬁMlﬂﬂ
the vaniversity and even in high sohool. "hem I w0 or
15 yeare of age, & kind of did not join the
in ay attitudes self-comsciously outalde of
asouss those att tudes mor did I aseums the
class, so &8 mot to becoms unfaithful to oy family and the pessaniry,

not oven in APPEATANcEsswesssosl bochm an {inéellectual because both

ny talents and my education deiermined that I become one, but 1 have never
besoms a 100% member of the middle-class, nor would I bave becoms oma,
but in those yesars- the 30's and the 40's — it was elready posnible,

and one bad & chance for rising sbove class divislons » the intellectusl
ferment of those years of whioh you and I wers an active part in the
Btudent Unity Movemnt played quite a part in the foundatiom and further
dovelopment . Ooe was ready in those years to become &n intellectonl
without joiming the typlical middle-class of that era...lurough the
courtasy of the Ccamunist regime, I boonwms & worker even during my years
in prison = for a while at least = and certainly after my prison teTm

w2 over. I became ap industrial worker - first and unsfilled cne, and
later on & akillsd one. Bow I cams to familiarise mymel{ with the problema

.
E
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= the way of 1lifa- the wey of thinking of this oclass of workers

~with that of industrial lsbor - problams 1 had known only from the
outeide. In years of common worlk, I reslly familiarised mymslf with
their longinga, their way of 1i%e, their attitudes, the soolsl struocture
of that groufj = their entirs may of thinking and wey of life. The

way of life of that segment of tha urban life = getting sccially
soquainted with this group was a great sxperisnce for me. Thus, I may
truthiolly eay that I profoundly experdenced the ways of 1ife end

the mays of thinking of pessantry of labor and of the intsllectuals

as well.®

Asksd fer hisopinion about peasantry, respondent has this to pays
Feasantxy great changes in the last decede. Apooalyptic times-
eruptions o end political life like theose of lava from

volcanoes make trsmendous changes posgible within short periods of
time. A soodal clase muy male a very rapid progress, The land refoarm
of 1945~46 etarted a tremendous mx transformetion in peasantry. As
a resnlt of the large scale land-reforw, egrarian poletarians, day-
laborers and hired man of large estatea bocame oWners. Ihesy
became familiar with the problems of property. was only a

but the overwhelming majority astartad cultivating its nevwly amamime
aoquired (or for tmt mtter, received) cultural possessions with
trenendous determination and ambition, and the regonstruction of the
devested eountry in 1945, "46 and even in '4A7 umtil the Communist did

not fully taks over, went ahsad with sudh & tremendous foree from scratch
in oompletely delapilated areas, too. This fact was mostly due to the
parseverencs gnd dediogtion and the appreciation of ite rswly soquired
chapces. But In '45 and 'i6 there wers socisl layers within the

peasantry itself still existing. This meant that well-to-do psasante
separated themwselwes largnly from the peophyte farmsrs and the lese
well—off layer of prasantry. This fact accounted for the strusture

and nusber of votersm and awbiticna of the so-called Fessant Farty

in 1945. This inner structure of psasantry, however, never lsd to enything
resenbling class etruggle. That Commmniste termsd clase struggle wes an
artificlally creatsd somelhing, and that wes a real etruggle only in o
far as aggressive elementa reqrulted wstly from what we term in sccialiat
ideclogy Lumpenprolatariat were raised to become mesbers of the Stete
apraretus and they ereated a class struggle from above and as their

fight and their power grew, so did the urenimoos disguetent and.detestation
of psasantry. In fact, the strungest detestation sgainst them was
demonstrated by thelr osn kind, by the other mmxiy necophyte farmers

and the poar psasants, from whose ranks these peonle were salected to
become & ruling elite over peasamtry. As & result of this artificislly
creztad claspy struggle that was Elxextaixfx instigated and directed from
above, a trumsndous pressure was put upon the well-off pasantry ~ the
so-called Knlaks. The regine was bent on explolting them and stripping

g
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them of their possessions. The onse of theas who did not manage

in time to get rid of theira ereage were never able to do so later
on, aven if they wanted because they wers veed as mil by
the goveroment and the govermment was intent on keeping them in that
ttate:; This development erased oompletely the social dividions that
had existed within peasantry. Femsantry, in fact, became unified.
Meammhile, the disintegration of the peasant way of 1life got wdermy.
Pessant population started flocding tosard the immenes constructiom
Jobs in cities particularly in pewly and artificially created citiss.
This flocding caused agriculture to face labor shortags and
collectivisstion brought with iteelf the incredible phenomomen (at least
intraditle to those were new peasantry) that many people were

to get rid dm of thedr lands, Thas & unified peasantry ént the
revolution shere thers was no more difference between poor peasants,
and well -to=cdo pegsants.”

Continuing to answer the sams cuestion, - about his opindons of the
:h-rinnmmnhﬂunrm-mm“-nh:mlﬂ

4
fIt had been a long dreen of part of industrial laber that soecial ism
ona day woold bring aboot & nex golden age in which there would be no
exploitation. In fact, tiere were large groupe among labor whose
thinking was penetrated by the Mesplaniam of Socialiem. Soth those who
hoped that social demooreoy would bring a bout these changes and those
who accapted the Communist philosophy.......Aside from careerists,
opportuniets monbotmosyeriranco s Pe ligmbers of the former Arrow
Cross Party becems Communist Party ,ENEEXE there wers an
appreciables group of workers who haé lived for decades in the hope
of tha Messisnism of Social ism...who were r for thea I3 17%
of votes that weot to the Commnist Party 5 sleotione. In the
beginning, the dynamism of the Communist Farty snd the inner contredictions
and the entire structure of Hungarian Society caused many peopls to
beliove that after the initial difficulties which the Communist Farty
naoessarily had becauss there wers 21l kinds of elements that comprised
it, that after this ipdtial etage of difficulties, the Communist Party
would realisc the promises of Socialisa. “t wes only whem the Communist
Farty really established a ne-party system, when it suffocated all
other martiss and other forces of freedom and demcoracy, 1% was only
when more and more idealist Communists were expelled from the Farty,
or santenced to jall-terms, and that hardly any more opoortunists
and caresrists remained within the Party lsadership, that woriers, on
the whole, turned sway from Communism. Under incressing pressure of
'ir‘.hll—{-‘-p_llnl'pl- _‘;,-Fv:i'.-h.---_--.-:.an- = L] - I i = —_—
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the Communist State sppratus, the workers tecame more and more unified
smong themaslves - coamon misery= common grisvances — and common desires
weldad them togother with no diffsrence as to who and what they bad

bean previously. I mean this with reference to thoss so-called
"de—olansed” elements, who previcusly had been members of the miidle olasa.
Fo religious and otherwise difficulties ahd any significence amy longers
Under pre-<sure they became wnifisd beyond imeginmtion, &nd this was ome
of the most tremendous farcss in the revolution..sthe number of the mmall
bourgoiee layer of sotisty bescam immensely diminished because mxmx

small eraftsmen and small merchante were liguidated and these psople a lao
became an integrel part of the clsse of worksrs, The upper and madicore
layers of tha middle cleass of the bourgoise also became in part workers
of industrial plants, end even thu--hn managed to remsin in thelr

jobs became slaves nr ths State. lhey became wage-varners just ase lsber,
Thus, although there scoial traditioms and their environments made them
bourgoiss according to their asctual gocizl eitnetion under Commuriss, they
becams one kind of varier. Hoonskbdscoeckdxiindogmenxz,..it could be
said that the group of pessantry which was not completely supnressed and
owerturdensd by taxation and deliveriss which were wll nigh imposgible

to fulfill - in other words that had leas acreage than 24 acres, but more
than just 3 ar 4 eacres, was perhaps the mot independent segment of
sooliety under Communism. ‘here 1ife was zlso a dogfs life and they bad
tremendous difficultiss to meintain their partial independence but

they were still bettor off than other segmesnte of the populstiom. AlL
other segments of the population depended completely upon the nower and
the will of the govermmnt because thoir wages wers enough only for eking
out 2 very modest living that did mot exveed subsistancs level. Their
inpome made it impossible for them to build up reserves, ami to revelt
vihile leaning on those ressrves. This is why cne of the mein reaszons

wiy aprisings do not maore frecusotly ocetur and 1Y they cccur they do

not becone nation<wide. This ia why no major strikes msoorheccRtgErium
sumx can cope about spmuismesmewics The fact that thers was a nation-wide
strile in the wake of the Hungarianm revolution can be explained only

by understanding the incredibly developmint of, and longlng for freedom
tha taste of whioch was so proufoundly enjoyed in those free days of
victery of the smxsdswits revolution. The perseverapce of Hungarian
vorkers in the nation-wide strike wan medo poasible only by the
unpracedented gensrosity with which peasant offered their increcdibly

low supplies to the workers and the most incredible fact that they
offered those supplises for literelly nothing...bourgoiss of the type

that we find in Western Surops cedsed to exist under Communism. It
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continued exibting in part in ite social traditdons, which, bowewer,
underwent grest chamges, und in its soolal eitustion it bhecame 2 part

of labers Thachers, high school tesnchers, tharmecists, lawyers, doctare,
ell becams escsentially wege-earpera, and of couree all the englosers,
There was only a very sma’ll layer that still could be called middle class
in the actual semse of the word," -

Bespondent has already snswered partislly the next guestion; mamely,
whioh olase wegs hardest hit by Cowmmism., He quite clearly answered

the never voiced question to what class he fesle he belongs and now I
%k him make soms specific remarks &5 %o the clase that was hardest

hit by Communise spd here is Ais anmwer:

"The layer of ecoisty that was bardest hit coneisted of peopls who
found intellectual Jobe but peluslly were wage earmers of the State
ae any ordinery worler. It was ip these jobe of intellsctnal nature

that the Bword of Damocles hung most sbove the heade of people -~ 1 wean
mmﬂhmfmummummuu.mm
ro~groupings. s danger could be avoided coly by wentslly end morelly

wee not ascessarily & prostitution. It was
soough to join the Berty and jJoin in s surface= prostdtubtion. Sany
of these did not prostitute thair conscisnces at all. Usuelly, they
were expootédy to talk for the Farty and not only to join it, Hwmy Few
of tham did even that; etill, they aoctuslly they did not sell their
souls to Conmmism, but mest them did not meet this requirement. They
did not go beyond simply joining the Farty.®

Aaked of & ttitudes of clogsees Lo sach other, respondent mays: UIL is
awfully hard to generalize in answering this question. The sotosl)
‘uastion sbhould bte? Fhat was the attltude of John Dos and of Joe Dcle

to this elase, Making sweeping statemente is 41l the more difficult

gince barriers among olasses wora tremendeusly blurred. Peassnts became
parts of industriel laber over night. Constrection workers, factery
workers, ¥ transportation workers, undcilled worksrs - they werked topether
with the #0~0alled indws trigl workers and they were known to bave

se sany scres of land, ata. Such mingling brought sovial claases clossr
to each other, tut I must memticn in this conmeotion, the Commmist Party
used mothods of diabolic cunning to make the differentes between

peasants and worlesrs more conesious and propoumced. Pertilurly in the
yea n %48, 49, '50 and even 'Jl. Those were ths ysars when in open
market, Ouorm products and poultry wers available for terribly high prices
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and then the Communists pointed to the fact that the

were Blackmarketing. This was their pretense for ralsing railroad
ssansasesiO08 1n 1951, Hakosoi prmd‘l;r anpounced that they £ ound

a mthod for meventing peasants from meking black market by
maing the railroad tickets and tbus preventing people {rom coming
esaily from the country to Budapest with their merchaniise. Yf course,
be cdn't add that just by raising the mailrcad fares, tha workers
gtill would not get the geese, the ducks and the chiciens. Workers,
however, were bright enough to add this remark to the story that I
Just added. Such examples could de quotsd by the hundreds. ‘t hapoened

a again at
worksrs at how sotoh richer the ee-ants becams during the regime of
Imre Magy. Thank God such canpaigns usually fell flat on their faces
because workers were much mor: mature than to belisve these things

end order is 1953 in order to raise the productive capacity of the
peasants. This was of 2 favorable development for the peesants
but it wo By no ssans advantage of the workere. In fact, the

workere could also have derived benefit from the increased productivity

gove wo
cheaper pricss and ip larger quentitiss, but prices were filmsd, and
would lead na into very interesting ana of socialist economy
if we quoted examples of smclalist inefflciency. In order to keep prices
high, the govemment on wany ocovasions crdered first-class agricultural
produce to be put up as eilo mterial .?

PAskad to summarize his answer ss to how various social groups viewed
@ash other, respondent says:™ Temporarily it was poseible for the
Communists to sow seeds of discontent by their diabolic tricks to keep
social claseges Dfom esch other end to increass hardly existing ar even

a o dorment jeslousiee and animceities, partieularly by pointing to
the fact that infame of peasante wes rising during the regime of Imre Nagy
and they tried to picture this phenomenon in a way that the implicstion
wasclear and clearly prouounced that this was detrisental to the workers,
bat moat workers - at least on second thought ~ realized how fhxy this
trickery was becsusze they sald that sfter all their incoma eoald be
ralsed By the goveromant if it had given them a little share at loest
from the profit of their labor, Thus thes cousation which the rogime
trisd to level at the pessants was returnsd in the final analysis %o

the govearmmeot by the workers.
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Sumarily I may state that a more unified soclety was ths result
of Communist oppression and that formerly existing divieion Lines were
greatly disappearing.f and in part oompletely disappsared.®

C. Soedal Advancesent: Ashed what the chapoes in Comsaniet Hungary are
far ap individusl to get abead respendsut answerss

"i great many indostrial workers and minars wers anxious to porchase or
rent & very smll petoh of lapd sc that they oould grow their prodoce

for oriticial times, bven this practical changs contributed to ths

!
:
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fight from the firet grade on, a grading syetea acoording to claes origin.
Cetegory A wea far childrsn of the favarite Communists — for those

of children of sxceptionsl status under Communism -3 Catagary B was for
chilédren of workers; Category C for children of poor pessamts; Category

P for children of the intellactuals; Category B for ohildren of so-called
neutrel elements sand Category F for ehildren of class slisne. As o mtter
of course, these categuwriss were evem mors siguificant for ths gromm-ups
themselves. feople for instance, in the categery of class alis
mmmmhptlmdmlrwhnm“-ltmm“

end to the cause of the sotire oountry. y literelly had to aell their
vouls or be devilish clever to pretend doing #0. ‘hey had to bs coapletely
subservient to the desigos of tls regime. The other main feotor o

ahaad, was, of course, ore's relstions te the Communist Farty and to
the degree to which they served the iotentions of the Farty, The third
factar was, of course, telent and efficienty. If these gualities did not
interfere with the aforemsnticnod twmo, oamely, favorable elass origin and
fevorable relations with the Communists, of oourse he could ga

very well. Hovever, if he was not bayond repreach either from the point
of view of class arigin or from the point of view of the Comuumaist Farty
he had tremendous diffioulties - unlese, he managed to be palnstalcingly
nsutral in a Job which had no political, or istellectusl implications.
As & miter of course those were jobs requiring technical skills and
technical ingusuity.®
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in social mobility, respondent saywes

= gocording to who waa in power at cartain

« Up to the year of "turn" - so-callsd by Rakoszi

until 1948, there wus still a diminishing but still

sistance on all fronts of publio life. It was in

iteation dencribad above becams cozpletely true.igx

then, a new group came into existence with & society of tho

up of thows who did not get shead because of their sincere

itical convictions and the ideals they were anxicus o acoomplish,

a camp of thoss whose falthfol dedication end mubservience to the

Communist system and subgpervience to the leader «f the system in comtrol,
Matyns Raicosl becams the moet important criteréa for getting abead

The “arty by then was made a kind of mysticsl body."

Speaking about him as a persm, respondent sayss

"In such & regime of despotism and tarror, of course, the typs of
individual could get shesd who was apt to serve well because of hies
spbeervient characters That is toos ay, & pexidew sopportunisat carwerist.
By the time Communism tock over in Hungery in 1948, and even more in
1949, the camp of thoss who had bdesn sincers believers of Communism—

1 mean idealists,- becams reduced slmost to saro. Ip place of ideslist
Commmists stepped those desciibed stove, and s teppsd also those ssdisitic
elemwnte who made up the ranks of the Commmist secret polics. These
werw Iworuited from the menislly and particularly emotionally sick
elemsuts of soclety ~who are to be found in every socisty including

that of the United States~ but of course it is a Communist regime

that is peces-ary for salecting these elemsnts and using them for keeping
the masses under their control. In normel sociedites, these sadistic
ulrh are curbed and pushed back into the gutter, or £4ll up the
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Ds Favorite Ozroups: " From what I said above, it logicdlly folloms that
the favorite groups in Communist society were the ones that were

Iuckwin®l recruited from the opportunist—carserisate - who maks up with
thelr subservient attitude the upper class - the ruling clase of the
Comrmandst regime - who can justifisbly be called the Communist aristocracy.
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PAMILY LIFE UNDER COMMUNISM,

l.ﬂmiﬂni:;b = e

Spea of family in Hungary unter Commanism duriog lest

hn::tﬂ, respondent says:"The greatest opponent of Commmilsm was

the family. Family treditions - the idesclogy of the parents ~ the

way thay brought up their children frustrated the at of

Communien bent oo ralaing youth through Comaunist ach educliion

whioch youth would be completaly subssrvient to Communist ideclogy

and Communiet designa, What the rulews were smxicus to achieve through

the very closely cbeerved teachers and the skillful pedagogical methods

will apply to indootrisete youth in whatever the Communist syetem did

in schoole in the morning hours were destiuyed in the afterncon and

evening, while children wers in the confines of thelir familiss, The

real sturprising thiog wae that childyen of the new class did not fully

support the cause of the pew cless during ths revolution. Gtodents of

the two laeding military academies - the Zrinyi Adademia and tha

mm—ﬁn“m#mmmmmhﬁnm
w:l.th'ﬂﬂ-r the fresdom fightere in the revdlution)y in faot,

thers were quite a few among them who nctually joined ths freadom fighters.”

Mekad about the three types of families, respondent repliess

"o doubt these three typss were really discermible in Commmist Bungary.
Splite in the family were brought about sither by wimning over the
children in school and thus lotimadating the parents and preventing

them from implanting the seeds they wantad to plant 1o the souls and
minde of their chilldremj parhape this pattern was the more frequent ome,
but just the opposlite of this petterm oould also be obearved. * am
referring %o casss in which the parents becams Ucamuniste hecauss of
intimadation or other selfish rsasons, and children under the influence
of tha atmosphere of their classmater and other youthful friends oppuvssed
the attitodes of their parente. Of ocourse cages werew such smeller
in number than those I just mentioned belore. rally s

Oommunist educhition turmed out to e a failure in femily life.”

"Speaking of his own family, reevondent says:® Our family belonged to
the type which spolke freely in family circles about any issnes. While
children wer: smaller, we were cautlous and did not talk when they
were presmsnt. We dared not speak frankly in their presence, msinly
becanue we feared that they inoidnetally, completely unsware of what

they are doig they might say tove much. Consequently in thelir mresence
we watched our tengues. But when the children s tarted attending schoal
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quite wsuel forw of double fanlly education began. Wa told
m what to say in kindergardan and in schoel = the truth as
adtually eaw it.*

of other familiss, respondent saysfi"To me it's quite

viouws that the most frequent type of family was

grom Oloser and spoke riong thesselves

prusted friends, 1ife of moat familles

by counumiss. I mean, not in the respect of

they gave their children, The ftype of familiss

taffected by commanisn when they had sny fanily life at all,

of fact, there were families, even befars, which did not

fafamliy lifo, but they were a wvery small minerity.

o~ at lsast the mother - apd in excaptionally cases it

fathar - that i3 40 say coe of the pe at legst, and in a
even it wan one of the grandparents — built up somalistpg

of family culture, It wes there anyway, and it was quits

disintegrating forcea could pot find their may inte 1.7

t "There ware, of courss, chsngas in the sex patterms
youth, ALl the influences of the Commmist reglse
thet reldgiouww aducetion in schools was abolished, and
it wae ebolished tut that all those parents who raimed

in private religious inmtruction, copmited a socisl
suloide, mrticularly if they were intellectusle. Thos

the etrest.had its effects on the sex education of moet children.”
(Intarviewsr's potes"Street is a word in this coptext, and in most
contexts dealing with the problem of youth - almest tentamount to

the BEnglish word gutter.feceuse it describes how children are with

no parental guidantoe, or guidance of berevelowant value. If children
are growing up" in the stre t" thia seans in Hungarian that they grew

up without any respongible guidence - atmoepher of 8 family or & simdler
unit of society)*Official Commanist tendency was in the first ysars et
lsast to teach youth complete fresdom, but license in sexual life. later,
of cowrse, great consequences of this trend showed up snd to an extent
that even Communist potent-tea were compelled to rellise the fallure

of their sex edutation, and then they tried to apply s tricter asssures
but cutward measures do not help whoen sceiety’s situation was worsening,
and where the fawily had to msmotomk ocoasbat, sot coly communist indoctrine-
tion but, of course, the drive of besic instinots at the 2ame time. In
spite of my realising the slackening of moral standards in youth, I
daresay that the standard did not becoms woree than the sexual morsl
standerd of the averags of Westora countriss.”
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Speaking of marriags, respondent explaine :"From what I said
logieally follows that marrisges were contracted at earlier
agee than before. At the same tine, I must remark in this
tonngctdon that the sooial situation quite often preyvented
youmg people from getting together in merriage. The housing
gshortags was go tremsndous that 1t was nsxt to major disaster.
Thia, of couree, prevented meuy msrtiages and led to the
spreading of pre-marital ssomally relatioms, and also the
application of methods of birth control, These methods ware
applisd to a wuch grester extent tham aver before; all ths more
since the Communist reglms issuved laws and orders aimed at
very strictly curbing curatags and other methods for medically
rupting pregmancies. As & éonsequence, the rate of child birth
rose immensely in the early "50s. The Minister of Poblic Hsalth
at that period was Armna Ratko, and she was responsible for those
strict masures mentionsd abowe. The order was issued in 1950, or
in 49, snd a9 a consequence the muaber of children sntering the
first grade of grade sheool in 1955 and '56 increased to such an
extent tha t schoole lmd & very hard tims mx finding enough olass
rooms for those children. Those children were ironically called
“Hatico's children! Tosscaidddzsmoesst A change oceme about only
latar when strict messur o were rslaxed in view of the tremepdous
s0oial problem that it caused in so many femilies, particularly
betause thus the State had to pay mors wages beocause a child
sllomance was not mgligible.”

Speaking of courtship and engagessnte, respondent saysi™ The

paricd of time of courtship and engagsment depended completely

upon the social clrcumstances of these condermed., A great foroce
within these social oircumstances was the housing sitmtion to which
I have slroady referred above."

Speaking of other changee, respondent goes om sayingi"The oumber

of divoroces is dlearly indioated in statdstics. It 1s my recdllsction
that meet divarced were the result of the tremendous pressurss under
which familioshmd t0 live ~ inhuman pressures shich were mut upon
families by tha Polioce State.”

&
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Speaking of proetitutiom, respondent saysi* Prostitution wee
officially abolished end unly some measure of secret prostitution
remeined and this fact greatly contribmted to mors license in

pexcal 14ifs,."

Asiced about the saxual morel ity of Communists, r espondent ssys:"It is
Very hard %o speak of something about convinced Cossunists becavse
in the light of the fact that most of them,practically all of them,
ware Liquidated or jedled at the end of the '40s. The new clasa
consisted mot of persunded Gomsuniste Put of subservient carseriste
and opportuniste. Their marality depended on their socisl situmticn;
tha way t were brought up; the traditions to which 2 dhered
for one reason or ancther, and of:course, their inborn tendencies
axl sooe other factors and not their Commnist ideslology

or their Communist principles. At the end of the "40's there were
persuaded Coaruniata who belemged to the Commumist Farty elite

who gad sexual license, but in '49 ar 'S0, the official
m:mu tarned lﬂinlt:hﬂl and -mm-& the so—ealled
"leninist morality®.

¢ "Life was made politiocal in Hungary
undar Communism and thie broughtthe influence of the Communist
aristocracy on oven frisndehip. If one joined the Communist Party
and had ffiends who were oppossed to joining the Farty, then in most
cases they were cotrengsd. There were a great oumber of cases in which
friendship wis restored either because the mextpodtexjebmd frisnd
who had Joined the Communiest Farty becams disgusted with it and
disassociated himeelf from it, or beuocause his attitude snd owerail
bshaviour made it very clear ¢t be wae pot subservient to the Farty
end joined only for seving his daily bread. Bot even 1f friendship
war restared the warnth and sincarity of the former frisndshipws
gone: I know of po such case in whioh frisndship remined completely
in tact, although one of the friends joined the Communist Party and
bocame a minor functiomary in it."

Do Juvenile Delipouepcy:"Undoubtedly under the circumstances prevailing,

= in a socisty ruled by a commmist clique thers existed s probdlem of
Juvenile delinquency. This problem existed almoat exclusively in fanilies
wiose family life was sntirely, o well nigh, made impossible by the fact
that both parenta had to work and in plsces and at times that gave o

mortal blow to their living e sens family 11fe. Instead of & fanily homs ,
children went to the streete and raieed by the street.” (Imterviewsr's

noto; Here is mgain the expression "children wer raised by the street® which
I slready explained in detail in Point A of this chaptsr VI).

?
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Of course being rsised by ths street with a tremendous influenca

of bad and evil, Women as a rule were [orted to work as their
husband 's recsived starvation wages. Thay went homs tired from the
industrial plants; the of fices, and it was only afterwards that their
housshold choree had to be taken care of. 3uch women have little

and ir arumber of cases practically spraking no time to raise their
children with the care they had recsived when they been childrem.

Of course, the situation wge very bad in familiee whare the parents
did not have the feeling of responsibility to do thelr utmost even
though wmder very difficult and trying conditions, But this problem
of juvenile delinquents was, inspits of what I bave said so far,
otill much emeller than that of the @ity of Hew York, far instance
and the del inquency that wae gxisting hordly could be found anyplace
else but Budapest.®
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A« The role of religion:

ieligion played an extreordinary spd reslly impertant part in
Hungarian life in the last ten years. Huch more sc than in the West

in free socigdftios becauss it wea a very strong tendency on ths
part of cosnunism to completely eliminate the role of religion
from Hungarian 1ife. Commumism has always strived to establish
a totalitarian power over every phase of 1ife and particularly
over the minds and conscisnces of people. Since it wmes unable to
achieve this goal by merely using intellectual emd spiritusl
methods, it found recourss in terror and io all other forceful
means of communist admindstration. Communism was amxious to put
into leading positiona, o at least to help to gain leaading
positions in churches, persons sho were aither subservient to
these policiss of conmmunism or were not actively or vigorously

oppossed to them,"

Asked which religion was hardast hit, respondsnt answers:

BEvery religion was suffering in Gomounist Hungary but the
pressura put on churches was the greatsst in the case of the
largest church - the Citholie Church which is not only the

largest and the most poserful church in Humgary, but also is

an international power. No dabt, communists singled this religion
out for their heaviest attacks, and opme of those attacks waes the
imprisonment of Cardinal Mindszenty, but there wms no mexiwss

mmt far reaching difference in the way they opwressed other

religions."”

This is respondent’s view as to whether religion was a bulwarkj
against commonisms"The Hungarlan people found & refuge ia church

1o demonstrating ite adherence to the spirit of democracy by clinging
Shexapkbaxafx tc the churches even more than before and this was true
aven during the years during the rule of tarror when even simplo
church~going resclted more in dismises)l from ones job. Mot even
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Communists could completely skiwhmckmckiss cut the tles that
bound them or their familiszs to churchee because there ware

many persusded as well as opportunistic Party mambsrs who called
upon the c¢hurch to esslst them at the great moment of lifeideath.
Apd they chose to be buried with the help of church services

or cermeniss, or ordered such for thair family members. Even more
pignificant were the cases in which such Gatholies belomging to
the Party for one reason or snother asked for a Priest and made
eomfessions befare they died."

B, Pergonal preligioys 1ife:

"Raligion is the most significant factor in my life. Aftar a turbulent
era of youthful revolutiom, I got thoroughly acquainted with the living
Christ when I was 1B ysarn of a2ge, and since then the living God has
become the center and the substance of my life. In my view the substance
of the church is Jesus Christ. His teaching and His life is the greatesst
that spoke %0 men yet in this world. I know Him to be living Who has
lived throughount centuries in mens souls. It is Hs who is living in the
charch and the church follomed His teachings only to the sxtent that it
followsd His sxample and preserved His teschings in their entirety.
fictexpoax Church is on this sarth and conssquently ie in soclety end
in this sense it is indirectly a politicel factor. The church often

loat its origindl mismion and its original creed and it often becane

a purely snd domingntly a political factor in power-struggles.”

Co The role of churchess

Respondent has slresdy begun to spsak of the role of churches and now
he answers the explicit quastions:

"Churches fulfill their obligations, their missions if they dedicats
themselves to mdiciug bringing Christ to peonls end representing and
teaching His teachinge and if they dedicate themselves particularly
to the upbringing of youth to ite religious education.®

Speaking of moral ocdes, respondents reveals his opinion as follows:
"The church @ hould do juast as 1 said sbove. It doesn't help sssentially
by forbidging something because no forbiding - no snti- somsthing can

go very far. Negative tesachings are of 1ittls value. Fosifive teaching
and positive examples are in the spirit of Christ."

Contimming his explammtione about the role of churches, respondent goes
ont "The ideal is free churches in free statas -~ . mean churches which
have no other cbligtions and no other limitations but the teachings of
Christ. Hence, the church as & church under no circumstances can play &
role in politicéy - not evem in the form of lending support to amything
of political nature because politcs are clearly earthly in their nsture
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and churchas by fulfilling their missions in preaching the goapel

in thoughtful ways to adeults ami children alike can actually shape
the lives of individuals and socleties, and through these it actually
influences the actions of individuals and countriss and soclstios.”

D. Thg Jowiph Minerity: Ask whether ar not the Jewish religion was

also hurt by 4|:u|:|--|'-1:.'d.|||3 regpondent says:

"Communism suppresscd Jewish religion as well as the others. leaders

of the Jewish church were also Jailed. Communism sought to complataly
liquidate Zionism ~ members of the Zionist movement were pot either into
interment camps or jJails."

EEEmEcEmt X

Asked what the attitude of Jews { n Hungarywes to Communism, respondent
answered

"Mmgarian Jews had the worst posaible opinions on communism, and this
opdnion becams harsher throughout the years. This 18 all the nore
underetandabls if one considers that most of Jewxry held jobe
in the so-called "occupations axd professiona®™. (Interviewer's note:
"occupations and professiom" simply means private business in
socialist terninology). Comtunism has always been bent on completely
terninating and anrhiliating this way of 1ife baszad on private
initiative. Conssquently Hungarian Jewry was deprived of its ways of
1life."

Asked whether the attitudes of Jewa underwent changes during the last
ten years, rospondent answered:

"It undsrwent chamge® just like anyomne elee did. Jews and Christians

alike became increasingly familiar with the actual face of commmism

as years peosed. Many such Jews and Christians alike who formerly had
believed in 1ti"

Askod whether many Jews ware communists, rospondent answors:

"There were Party members in Communist Hungary. 19% of these either
joined the party under foreing olircumstances or was automatically
transfoerred from his Party mesbership in the Social-Democratic Party
when that party amalgamated with the Communiat Party. There were Jews
among these party members - disproportiocnate to their % in the matliom
for the following reasone; Party membership was higher in the cities
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and Jewry was living slmost execlusively in citisa. Fercentage-wise

the least Farty mspbars were to be found in peasantry; secund was

labor and Sexi third were the intellectuals and other msmbsrs of

the middle clasn. Since most Jews were msmbors of the middle class

had been, even before Communiswm, and mapaged after the sbolition of

the economy basod on private iniliative to keep their positions that

made them meabers of the middle class -~ I mean intellectuals and the like~
and in most jobs thet were high enough to bs termed middle class jobe, 1t
=as almost unavoidable, or at leest very diffiewlt to remin outaide

of the confines of the Commundst Farty."

Speaking of ths attitudes and actions of Jews during the revolutiom,
reapondent says:

"I think Jews fully participated in the revolution. It would be
exhausting to go through even thoso sxamples which I happen to know
perscorally.”

When respondent is told that some peopla have said that the Jews

do not want an independant Hungary, he answerst

O think it is true that msuny are, or perhsps moot, anticipated

when commmism collapses thare would be anti-Semitism, or at least

a oo-cal led "Jewish guestion™ would again exist, but records show that
wa axperienced no trece of such during the revolution. Un the cootrary,
Jowish classmates of the students participating in the demonstrations
ware among tham jost as wag anyons else, without anyons having taken
any steps that this should happen. But of ocourse, not only studenta-
other Jews were among the demonstrators just like anyone else, and they
did so without having heard any propoganda moaschimexkxz coning from
eithar Jewish or CUhristian quartars. truth is that ths entirely of
the Hungariac mation was welded into an unprecedented unity during

the actual fight of the revolution. Nobody even thought of aaking
someone 's parsntage- religious or otherwise. Did not even sak what he
did the previous day - or what he was, or whare he came from - #ven he
had simmed in the mat like AVO members, great disgracea ocould be washed
out by siding with the revalution and being ready to sacrifice for it.
The ot 418 that the revolution is willing to accept even such people
let alone anyone whose creed or gncestry was different. 1 went into
some details to make my opinion clear that I think the contention was
that Jews do not wamt an independent Hongary fx becsuse thwt they fsar....
is completely unfounded.
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PStarting with the demmmstrations of Cct. 22nd until Nov. 12th,

I particfpetad in @ great mny demore trations snd w itnessed H:I:th

and helped in them in sauxildary roles and participated in a t
nambar of negotiations onm locdl as w.ll as on natiomal 1«01;,':

got around in the city guite a ¥t lnt om no occasion, under no
circumstances have 1 even heard the word "Jew", In the initial days

of the revolution, I was with a friend whose wife is & Jew. Thay were
afriad that some anti-Jewish sentiments would be whipped up by
responeible elements Wt a few days later they registercd their great
satisfaction and pleasure over the fact that reality did not bear out
their fear. I am happy and prowd of the Fungarian nation and that in
the last ten ywsra it realimd that there is no real difference of
ancestry or religiop. There are only oppressors and oppressed. There is
Just no truth in the contention that Jews do not want an independent
Bungary. It 18 true that among the top leaders of Hungarian Comsuniom
there are disproportionate numbara of Jews, but thosa are actually no
Jews any longer - they ceased to be Jews quite some tise ldea Religion
plays no part in their liwws. Rakosi, Oero and the lile aren't attached
to their churchesj they are fanatics just like Khrushechev, Bulganin,
Marcsan and Hunnlch who are no Jews."
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THE HUNOARIAN YOUTH

As Delinitlop:

"By Hungarien youth we mean those age groups betwasn approximstsly
ten and thirty.®

B, Thegart of youlh.

"Youth played the instigating, stirring, driving fmemooefxkis part
of the revolution. Im the ipnitial period it was youth that actually
spurked the revolation and becams the motor of it."

Answering why they acted as they did, he answered:"They assumed this
political role, because sll the lies and other reasons of Communimm
that built up & tremendous bitterness in the mind of youth, acoummilated
in ten years and the frightening differences between the well-sounding
alogans end actuslly beautiful ideals and the animated promises on the
ops hand, gnd the awful reality of communism every day life om the other
hand, youth despaired and was mude bitter and cynical. Uymicisam of youth
wus recognized and realized by Communist leadership and they tried to
counteract it in the '508: Communist lesadership failed to move youth

to participate in communist mactivitiss. DISZ was a lifeless organization
but there was not much the commmist could do about it. The cynioism
and infact the nihilism of youth shocked even those who were davotad
sons and daughters of the mstion and watched dewol opments under the
surface. Youth chose the may of escaplsm. It escaped into eporta; Into
various kinds of amusemente; it escaped so that it would not be
compalled to see eye-to-eye the profound problems of life and to

ponder them. But under the surface youth actually had the idealn in

ites soul and mind, It had the craving for creating a life born in
freedom, and this is how it is understandable thet when ldesls were
actually born and voiced by people who belisved in them, when life
started to suddenly change, when bafore the revolution youth saw more
and more exanples of morslly integrity,of decdication to principles,

and ideals, Lt was deeply imprecssed. freedom of contelence; the
purity of idesls and dedication, and the gratefullness to idegls,

becsma living and moving forces in the memtality of youth, This is why
youth sacrificed 1tself so fully in the revolution. It was becauss it
pow that ideals -until then living only 4in its soul - could now be
followad and realized, end this is why it was enraptured when it entared
the fight which was fought with ideals as well as with weapons.”
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Speaking of the older peopls, respondent says:

nOlder pesople admired youth. The opinion of youth of course changed
sbout the older psople in those days because youth saw that it

had erronecusly looked with cymielsm upom most of the old psople -

in som cases oven at its owm parents. This was because youth now
actuslly saw that the older pecple did believe in what they bad spoken
to them about, and about which, according to youth, they had notdone
anything before.”

0. Edycstional svatem:

Thie 1 respondent's attitude toward education in Hungary:

"So far as subject matters are concerned, sducation in Hungsry could
be termed "high-otandard®..If we discount the ssntentiousneas and
the outright lies that had to be included in the teaching material. Thoss
were necessitated by the nature of the commmnist regise and the regime
eould pot tolsrate teaching material without its seal of aporoval and
that was given only if its basic views were represented in the teaching
material ooe wey or another. Discounting the meturally blinded
tendencies that ruled in the humanities; discounting the ming
Marxist historical materizlism which was taught as a main subject
matarial mstter - if we discount all these, whet remains is a guite
gerious quantity of knomledpe which in most cases is combined with

high quality. Thie 4o so trus that responsible edocators of ten raised
the quastion whetier the fact that youth &k was overtasked could not

be remsdy could not be remsdied one way or apother. I would say that
those were right because youth mig overtasked by tesching materisl it
had to assimllats. Aside from these facts, Humgarian education was
characterized by its belief in the teaching method. Education was not
directed by developing the personality of the student, nor did they

put any emphacis on the well=rounded persomality of the educator. Thay
were rather anxious to created & full and perfect teaching material

apd to tesch it with up-~to-date teaching methods. In spite of this,

moot Hungarisn teaching perscnnel stood his ground heroically in the
last few years. Teschers and educatérs in most cases . xm or at least

in too meny ceses, were not in & position to air their cwm views, butl
they taught subject matter in a way that there unvoiced silent criticism
of the lies and sententiousrmsses in the teaching material were sansed
by youth."
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Still going on with the same subject of wsluating teachers and
Askad what ha thinks of the professors, respocndent says:

"It is an interesting feature of Communist education in Hungary
that in institutions of higher learning - with the exception of
ssocedooiomiox engloeering schools, too many of the best
professors were eliminated. Thue 'miversities and calleges lost
their formsr high standard, Sany of the professors eliminated from
univers it iss and colleges found jobs in schools on the high srhool
lsvel ; thus, thoss schools definitely improved. High echools in the
last few yemrs ware of a better quality and were under leas of the
leadars control and the oost epsential part of education ~ the
personslity of the educator - hed a largsr role then in collegee and
universitiss."

Speaking of restricitions and vocational choice, respondsnt sayss
"Only members of the exceptional class had no restftotions whatsoever
on their vocatiopal choice. Vocational choioce was directad from
above. Somshow, moot students or at least too meny, landed in fields
which they did not like - or at least felt that they didn't like
them because they were compelled to choose those, but the regime was
coupiled to direct vocationzl choice besause its designs were not
nacessarily conourring with the natural tendencies in youth. Thus,
for example, they would not have had studenta studying Russian had
they not compelled them to do s0."

D+ Ipdoctrinations Asked what yeauth's reaction to communist indootrination
waa, rospondent snmswers:

"The ideclogical education of youth turned out to be a dismsl failure-
The leeic reason of this foilure is the fearful duplicity of life and
ideclogy. Liss that filled all kind of propoganda, press, teaching,
indoctrination were ummasked by the realities of iife and were actually
mido live by what people saw and experisnced day after day. Communist
lies were constantly refuted by communist realities. Certain age groups
of youth are inclined to adopt ideals. To ndopt ideals mo readily that
it 1s inclined to think of ideals as they represent reality. At the
end of the ".0s and the begioning of the '50s communists succeeded in
luring at least ope segment of youth, but whem youth passed that stage
in its 1ife which is so full of taking word pictmres at their face
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s bitterly dieillusgioned by what it found in reality.

Whenevar they voiced thelr profound disillusionment they were

lost ~ in jedils or in interment camps, or Af they didn't volce
their disillusionment but resolved it in bittermess and in

cynicism, they ware often unable to comtinue thedr careers. Of,

if they mmsmudkx reconciled themseglves to real {ties, they became
carserists and mansged to got abead but at the cost of their integrity.
The majority assumed the attituds of passive resistance. Im ite own
mind it did mot accept communism, amd it went only so far ae to seek
the waye of & conduot which is not tantamount to betrayal and etdll
provide them with g modus vivendi."



MAJOR DISSATISFACTIORS IN EV:RY DAY LIFE

A« "The first major dissatisfaction in Communist Hmgary was

the copstant sinking of the standard of living up until 1953,

which resulted in a constant and bittsr struggle for the mere
subsistence lavel of the the cordinary citisens. Another major
diseatisfaction was the exaggerated norm. The fact that tha

workers were n ctually driven faster and to more wark and to such
work that overtaxed their strength resulted in constant fatigue-
The third dimxtx dissatisfaction was the infinite degradation of
huosan dignity snd mmsm husiliations There has not yet besn &
system in the world which would have so terribly undarestimsted

the mantal capacities of ite subjects as did communism. Commundism
which thought that it could make peoples belisve anything. Lies
perpetrated in press, in radio broadcants, in 2ll kinds of

amnoyed and vexed people, not only bacause they hurt their feeling
of justioce but because they were insult to their intelligemce. Far
beyond even that they were compelled in Farty seminare, in wariocus
campaigne such ae the one eiwed st induoing pmople to sign "peace-
loane”. They were compelled om such occasions to show satisfaction
over their being exploited and their pecple held in terror, and so
many of thom were even forced to deliver smmechea to the effect of
thair being glad about supporting the aoparatus that made them the
most unhappy. Still apother major dissatisfaction mas the fmoct that
psople did not have a chance for baring their bitternesa ~ for letting
off steam. They wore not permitted to voice their dissatisfaoctions
and their mins and sorrows. They had to fear punitive measures the
minute they spoke up freely. As the cromn of all dissatisfactions,
sy be mantioned the comstant fear of terror - the constant dread
of the State mechanisa of terror that could extinguieh anyomne's 1ifas
without any further ado.”

Respondent gave such a full accownt of dissatisfactions that thare
is no use question B, which is 2 ctually answered already by his & tatement.



A. The Stapdard of Living:

"The standard of living mas sinking until 1953 at a progresive

rete indeed, While still im 1948 and '49, it was not absolutely
necansary for sarning the daily bread that both husband and work

in a family which hes at leaet one dependent - from 1950 on, this
became an insvitable necensity becauses otherwissa they could not

meet the baslo necesaities of kifis every day 1life. When in 1953,

Imre Hagy took over, the standard of living was slovly but definitely
rising once more s a result of the New Course...the Course, with the
return of Matyas Rakosi, these gains were almost cancelled out. Uy
wife also had to find 2 job in 1951 because otherwise we could not

have had the daily bread. The fct, however, that she was forced to
work, sade owr lives unbearebly thresdmill. In spite of the fact that
by then and particularly later on I balongad to pretty well paid workers.
In spite of the fact that in the last two ywars in Hungary, I worked
almost constantly on two work-ohifts of the three in twenty-four hours.
Still we didn't manage to acoumulate funds to cover the

necessary for renting & very modest little flat consisting of one
kitchen and ope rood.-..§ 5,000 forinta would have been pecessary

for ey-money, but we were not able (the two of us) and not sven though

wers were living a very modest umssumming, life to save moesyiootoomey:
5,000 forints."®

Going into details, describing their Living standard, respondent says:
"Even food was satisfactory and sufficisnt omly because we reduced

all our basic demands. This was the case in most Hungarian familiss.
Farents usually did their utmost to reduce their own demands so as to
meet the basic reguiremants of their children.l

Speaking of clothing, respondent goss on: "Clothing was certainly cut
to the minimum necessitiss of human beings. The averange man was happy
Af the savinge of about two years of work sufficied to buy a suit."

Coming back once more to the problem of housing, respondsnt mayss

"The greatest problem wasthat of houwsing. There were thres full families
that lived in the apartment in which we lived. That apartaen t consisted
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of ome kitchen and ome bathroom, ome pantry and three rooms, but
nothing else. Together, with children, this msant sleven perscns.
Two of the thros families had always it over us if they wanted to
go out to the kitchen or porch."

It hasbegun unecessary to ack what the greatest difficulty was as
reapopdent goes on by himoalfs

“This was the greatest difficulty becauss privacy of family becams
an impossibility, and thie spartmen-sharing, this co-opsrative
tendency Ainposed slmost unbearable streins upon most families. Sven
in the cane of close relatives or very good friends, a

uwsually led to tansions that sometimes exploded 4in confliots.?

Speaking of lwxury, respondont explsine: "It was a luoury to drink
bser on a Sunday - to take a bus instead of a streetcar. If oms oould
afford to driok one demi-tasse & day - if opne ate as much of freah
fruit as he desired -~ if ops satisfied such a modest passion as

for instance, smoking to the fullest extent, and anything beyond these
items just epumersted, were greater luxuries."

Speaking of changes in the standard of living, this is what
respondent can say: "The standard of living was the highest in L94E
in cur family. From then on, it wae deteriorating at a progressively
increasing speed ~ & rate of spesd until 1953. From 1953, it » howed
a very alight increase ggain. It was the lowest in 1951 and '$52.7

Asked about & family that respondent personelly knew that was better
off than any other, he answersd: "With the best will, I just can't
remsnber any family with which I was well scquainted that had a
standard of living thet could be called satisfactary - let alons, pood
The min differences were provided by the mumber of children. We heard
only of familiee which lived considering better then most and those
ware such which received regubdriy gift parcels from abroad We were
aware of the high standard of living of ths upper tent housand -
particularly ome heard moch about the lwwmrious living of the members
ofthe AVO and of Farty bomsss. Tehir domestic servents and othersclose
to them, spilled secrets of their standard of living."
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Irying to find what accounts for the Hubgarian standard of living,
respordant comes up with this aaswx statemont

" The main reas the economio policiss of the government in the
last eight years..ihe Westarn Fowars bad an intantion to ruin
Hungarian scopcmic 11fe and had they illegally and smemmxwriarwyx
sacratly placed their best agents into leading positions into
Hungirian economic 1ife I am guite pospitve that not even tha best
trained agents could have done Such a thorpugh job in destroying
Hungarian economy even if they had bad s well-designed plan for
dastroying the s conomy as the Communist ecomomic policy of Hakosdi
and Usro managed to accomplish in the last in destroying Bungarian
agriculture as well ss Hungarian ecopomic life in genersl. In the
field of Imbwdoooormsx Industrislizetion and the fisld of
construction, they could boast obastensible achisvements and
industrial employment incrsased oone hundred parcent but thass
schisvenents were made possible by mothing elss bat by an
immeasurable exploitation of both peasantry and labor, apd by
their immense sacrifices, and I am speaking of a measure of
exploitation and of sacrifices which until thenm were not only
unheard of but I for one was not abls to lmagine."

B, Incoma: "My montly income was 600 farinta. Deductions amountsd
to 120 forints & month.

"I had family allowance for two children since I worked
vary oftan, not coly coo shift but two shifts dn a rowm and this wans
s Secondary source of income.

"My wife also held a job."

"l received no wage inoreass since 1 worked in
a system of plece-work . It is trus that they managed to achisve
ostensibly some succese in industrializing the cuntry and in construction
projects - in fact thers were guite a nunber of workers eamployed in
industry but this progress is due soley to an immsasuable extent of
exploitation and sacrifices forced upon labor and peasantry. This
exploitation in faot not not surpassasd any measure of exploitation
imown in history of the country but surpaseed esven the widest srheres.”
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Co Priges: "ERGOSIRIEORIESICUTSENXREIREEY

"fe bought food at a State mtorejto a lesser extent aleo at farm
marketa. There were some articles which were worth buying at farm
mrketa — it is true thay were higher in prices but there quality

was better and first of all they were freshsr, thus the difference

in price wae worth it. This is why peonle eelling fem their merchandise
to farm markets were better off because they received better prices

for their produce.”

nOf course thers were differences in products which wore seascpal
in charsctar but the products which were availabls thraughout ths year
were regulated by the govermmant.

"The comtrol &f commerche was curcentrated on the one hand by the
government to such an extent thet any sompetition was out of question.,
Commareial life was not even a aint semblance of free trade or of
free economy. The only eimilerity was in the form of price increases
but they resulted not from competition but from the sagerness of the
State to inoreass its revenuo.”

Speaking of clothing andother mecessitiss, respondent said:

"He bought clothing in the State staresjonly to a lssser axtent did
we buy them in & comnission store.

FAEE YA A R S XY BR RN N N in

"he sxk quality of the merchadliee was Just about the same mml both
types of stores."”

"There were no price differences tiroughout the years becauss even

the raw material was regulated as to its prics amd so mae the quality
of every article. As a2 matter of courss there were different prices

for different malities. Better quality produfts wers of courss were
more expensive but these price differences were elways worth it because
drmidk durability of cheep mervhandise was little mores than zero.”

Spealcing of prics difruremnat respondsat salds "Thers were ne price
flucuations worth mationing.

Speaking of the efficlency in retail distribution, respondant sald:

"There mare tremendous difficultlies and almost constantly in evailability

of goods. Socidlist-plapned economy is actually disorganiszed. Most
sunrces of troublss and fallures are to be found in the bureausratized
gdministration, and a5 a matter of course the lack of individual
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reaponsibility and even more in the lack of individual incantive
becauss meither the w rkers pmor the management wore interested

in gains nor in the lmprovement of production or aduninistrative
procedures, o in the may of distribution. 1t bappenad in

a groat many cages that goods which exlsted in abundance were
aevailatle because of transportation and othsr distribution
difficulties. Much supoly was dgﬁ{% and other
articles of perishablo mhxx nat itle farsnarla
trensportation and atorage difficulties.”

Speaking of standard parte, respondent says:

#There were tremsndous difficultlies in obtaining fairly standard
spare parts even in the casp of vehicles and agricultwral implemente
that were manufactured in Hungary. Mot only consumers had difficulty
in obbainin g such parts but even repair shops: The rsason was that
in planned econowy so-called "strained" plan for manufacturing the
pew machinery erd these "strained plans® could be fulfilled only by
unreasonably acceleratad work. As a consequemce the menufacturing

of s para parts was completaly nsglectedd

"Commodities were often in short supply. Thare wers herdly any
commoditise in which there was no shortage at ome time or another.
There were years in which various parts of clothing ware 1n short
supply; in other years, partlcularly '51 and '52 in which there was
a tremendons shortage in food, sto."

Anked about blackmarketssring, respondent said: "Hlack-mmrket was
particular flourishing in the yoara of '43, '49, and until '5l.
Ponitive measures were applisd in an increasing rate and by 51
and "52 thay suppressed black-market so efficfently that it shrunk
to & very smmll amount compared to what it used to be.

"From 1953 on, black-eerket could not dewelop well although farmera
and small tradesmen were permitted to sell their merchandise in free
trade - atill, & black -market did not develop because commerce in

the hands of the State acquired large supplica because farmers and samll

eraftaman had at the time of the Hew Course some measure of freedom
of disposing their producta.”®
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Asknd whether legal outlets refused to scll goods unlese buyers
played & higher price, respondent aaids

"The system of favoritism was practiced in the case of scarcely
available goods - mostly in the fashion that goode in short supply
ware available in State stares only if the customer risked
a specail premiom."

D, Working copditions s

"Aetually, I am & callesge professor but as I stated before beocause

of the jafl-term I had been giwn, after serving sy prison term,

first work as an unskilled worker and later for about five years

I settled in the f1d of dectricity and I became a skilled electricisn.
Under the given circumstanceas, I got used to my work and I kind of liked
it, but could mever get really attached to it."

"The langth of my work-week was the usual forty-sight hours, tut
my job was so far from my home that I meeded every day two hours
for commuting to and back from my job.

"I worked in a smell plant which smployed about seventy workers
and in this emell plant, there was a quite familiar atmosphers berimmmx among
co-warkers.

"Not even my relations to my superiors were stroined, let alone bad,
"Under the given circumstances, I was satisfied with my working conditions.
"My co-workers were quite effecient in their fisld.

"My supericrs appreciated my work in spite of the fact that they knew
“eriminal™ past, and inspite of the faot thet thay were aware that I
®as & political foe of communlsm - which they represented. In fact,

Wy supariors praised my work on ssveral oceasions and had even the guts
to afford official recognition.”

Speaking of the Hungarian vaction, health and conpensation program,
respondent has this to says "I thought pretty much of the Hungarian
vacation program gemerally speaking. Disregarding the system of favoritism
which flourished even in this fisld, it is unqusstionebly trus that
workers were given the opportunity to take vacations at the most
feshiopnable and outst-anding resorts of the nation. Workers who in
previous yeers could nevsr heve thought of affording such a "luxury”.
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*The hsalth program can be rated "excellant" under the given
circumstances.

"Old-ags pension wae howevsr disastrously low. Nobody could afford
even & modest living from that who had worked forty aor fAfty years
on thsir jobs.

Bs Agricultiurer Asked whersa he would preferred to live, respondemt
ansmeras "Thare was no chance for mo but to live in @ city because

of my politicel past I would have bean subject to much more close
obeervation and persecutiocn in & smell town: Ina city, it was pomeible
for me to "vanish" and not to be accountad for every day-"

Speaking of standard of living, respondent cbmerves:

"The living standard wes higher nsually in cities than in small towns,
or villages except for the group of individuml farmers whose screapge
did not exceed 15 acrus. This group enjoyed a proportionste bearsble
sitmation becsnse 1ts tax burdens ss wll se the delivery ocbligations
ware proportionately lighter than those of all the other groups. At
the same time, thelr eafety of 1life was also proportionatly fimm,
particularly after 1953 as a consequence of the agricultural reform
of Imre Megy. Thelr inococoe and consequently their standsrd of living
inoreased subtstantially.

Speaking of the effects of collectivization, respondent says:

"My initisl opinion of collective sgriculturel system was that I
anticipated disaster, Collectivisation is quits comtrary to the basiec
pature of Hungarian psasantry to ita love of indepandence and to ite
dlinging to its own property amd to ite land. These interrelated fectors
excludad by themsalves thoe poesibllity of afficiency of collsctive
agriculture in Hungary. Collectiviestion canbe accomplished in Hungary
only by terror and farce. As a patter of course, anything that is
accomplished with help of force or terror is bed per se."

This is Rds current opinion: "Collesctivization ruined peasantry &8 a
matter of coorse.®
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Asjced about differences in objecting to collectivisation, respondent
explains :"The first to agree to colleoctivization were destitute

former farm hands who used to live and work on large estatss - who ware
given some acresags in the couwrss of the land reforam but since these
people used to live ms hired-wmen of lend owners, thers was not much
change from their fomer status to the new one. There 418 a very
revealing pun in Hungarian. The collective farms are called
Termmlossovetketetd Caport and the abbreviation of this long name 1is
T58. CS. Wall, the pun went like thin: T.5Z CS stood for the

following thrse worda: Tovabb Ssolgalo Cssled, andi thesa three
Hungarian words mean in Engl ish¢ "He-enlisted Farm Hande®. In all

other agricultural groups, collectivisation oould only be enforoed

by applying force. 1t wes mostly mediocore peasants and well-off peasants
wvho gave in to force and resigpned to collesctivization because they had
oply two alternatives - either to enter collsctives or to be called

and rated Kulaks. To be painted a Hulak, of course msant to be subjeot
to persistent vexations, unbelisvalle hamssments and mental torchera,
bumiliatione, all of which contributed to many kuleke commiting suicide.

"As & matter of course, collectives wore Xim dispolved becausa of the
reasons enumersted sbove.™

Asked what kind of agricultural system respondsnt would like to

880 in an independent Hungary, he aoswers mmxx : "I would by all

means advocate individual farming that is baned on the maximm nusber
possible of effecient smll farms. Collectives have turned out to be
complete failures. The roots of mpemxkibxm co-operatives however are

very deep, and even presently wherever thay are permitted to function,
co-operatlivas are flourishing. I figure that in case of liberation, we

have to reckon with a very stroug movemsnt of co—operatives in agriculturs.”
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THE POLITICAL LIFE

A Before 1948s

o] was genuinely interested in politics even before "48; in fact, I

used to be interested in politics even while I was a high school student.
In 1945, 1 did a Mesber of Farliatment with the program of the Small
Holder's Farty. My work was that of ome of the Natiomel loaders of the
Small Holder's Party until my arrest, My entire background and my ideas
affected my being deeply interested and involved in politiesl life.

"The same is true about mombers of my family. They were influsnced, of
oourse, by my political stand and role but quite indepemtently of that;
evan previously, the family of my wife and my family had been deeply
intearested in politites, although nons of them had taken an sctive part
in pacty life. But in those years -~ I mean the first two years right
aftar world sar 1], where we fought for seving our free way of life, it
was just obvicus that just everybody became interested in the political
atruggle - everybody in my family and even in the wider sense of the word
"family® was sdold on the idea of a completelydsmocratic system, and they
all belonged to ths Swall Holder's party, until leaders of ths

Saall H lder's Partlies were mak imprisoned or forced into exile.”

Speaking of the Communist Party befors 1948, respondeant givea thia
account s"I formed my opinion of the Communist Party by tha time when
Iwas an high school student becsusae 1 illegally managed to get hold
of a copy of the Bolsheveilk Party of the Sovist Union, I got a picture
of the aims and a spirations and the minutea of the Communist Party. The
strivings of the Communist Farty were not dew to me after that. There
wag only one circumstance whioh made me hope that the fres way of life
could be maintaired - saved - ard that was the Yalta Agresment - in

that agreemept the great powers agreed and pledged themselves that in
the 1liberated countries, and that meant also Hungary, free, unhampered
political life mey develop with the egual merticipation of all demvcratic
pariies. In tha beginning of 1945, we wore not yet aware that the Sovist
Union would be reedy to fxy brute force and terror to press its points -
its demands which were all a part of large scale plan, end sbove all, we
didn't lmow that the West would not orevent Soviet Russian in carryving
put steps leeding to tha ligquidation of free political 1life.”
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Speaking of his attitydes toward the Comsunist Farty before and
during the war, respondent says:

“1t was long before the second world war, that is to say it was in

1932 that the Communist Internetional diesoved the Commmist Party

bacause they reconvilsd themselves to the fact thet the Bwseshoriieiiee
detsctives of the HOrthy era managed to observe the activitiss of everyillagsl
political group in Hungary and it immedistely arrested all the leadsrs

of such groups. Thuz the Communiat International realimsd that it

emld not maintain a Communist Party in Hungary. Ih various crganizations
however, in labor unions above all, and in the left-wing of the

docial ﬁnnoonue Farty (Socialist Farty) many radicals of the left-

wing found a haven who cherished the ideas of and desired for socialist

way of 1ife, and who in fact looked forward to the coming reslisation

of socialism with a feeling efinseiamism. This, howaver, was a v

thin layer of the population, This thin} layer of almcet e xoluei

industrial worksrs provided the members of the Commmist Farty during

the war years which again beceme active and particularly alftar
mhﬁulmmda!‘msmupuf-huItﬂﬂmm ied also |
t of the anti-llazi Oerman Resistance Movemant. group,

however, wos a very small - in fact a tiny, smll mrt of this

Resistance dovement which consiasted of other slements of labor, of

pepeantry and of intellipsntsia xexcilocexkh You will remsmber, for imstance,
my group Hesistance Movemmnt in which you also participated snd you will

know that moet of our mmbers were students, members of the Student

Unity dovemammit
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“The lsaders who directed the activities of the Communist Party during
the War were puched back gradually into the background. Im 1945, when
the leaders from Moscow exile returned oaly such of them remained on
the surface of the political struggle that ensued mho wers completely
subssrvisnt to the leadership of the Moscowites. It was Rajk who managed
to hald out the longest and lmep a group of Wungarian Comsunist leaders
who were no Moscovites. Until 1949, bhe wes also liguidated,

“The masses of the Communist Farty were supplisd in 1945 mainly by ths
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little pecple who had been previocusly in the Arrow Cross Farty. These
people joined the Commmnist Party in part out of fear of consequences
of their sctivities in the extrems right party and also because of
thei psychological structure. Their joining of both partise whosse
entire existence am! tuwsiom idealology is based on bruts force was
quits netuwral. Ope mrt of the messes of the Communist Party were coming
from both the Bgrarizn and Bourbaon Lampenproletariat - that elemsnt
found 2 suitabla place in the Communist Party. Ope part of industrisl
labor and a smaller part of @ gricultursl labor gleo joirnsd the Communist
Party because it hoped that it weuld reslise the idesls of Socislism.
This is how the Party managed to get 17% of the votes in the free 1945
Parlismentary elections, The fact that the Commmist FParty managed to
get 22% 1in 1547 is dus soley to large scale trickery and cheating, Had
thosa elections of 1947 been eleo free, 1 am quite sure the Communist
Party would have poored ssveral percentages less than in 194$ elsotions,
becaus: by them it had lost the confidence of greel portions of ite
former believers. As the Communist Party assumed one-party rule, it
gredually loet more and more its ground in the minds of peopla who
formerly idsentifisd themsslves with it, or at lesst sympsthised with 1t.
W persuaded mmabersofl the tr eplit up more and more into
ch were liguidated either just by pushing msmbers into ohli
or by persecuting them or jailling them. Uther elemsnts remained
obsessed by power - those bacams msmbers of the new class - the
opportunists and t he careerintas.”

B, Thg Cogmupist Farty &fter 1040s The firat four points of this
section have already been answered by respondent asz above.

Speaking of changes in Party polities, respondent says: *There were
constant changes in the policles of the Comunist Party since they were
compls tely de;endedt on the decisiona of Moscow, All chenges in Moscow
beoume changes in Budapest as well. Since Hakosi gnd Cere was completely
subservient to all intentions of Moscow, they remaioed in power as long

att after Stalin’s death in the »ubsequent relaxstion dangsrous times
indicated that all w=as not well in southeastarn Europs. By then Rakosil

apd Oero cligue had sconamically ruined the country - the productive layers
of society were ruined and want and sisery pecame and intepral part of
Hungarian life. The early aprising scared the Soviets and it decided to
take a new course and follow new lines of Polioy. One of thess consequences
vas the emrging of Imre Magy. Kven while I was a plain worker, I was

aware politically and kept & watchful eye on the politicel and social
developmant of Hungarian 1ife. I mamnaged to laarn reasons for charges
within the Farty and I learned moves of Party leadership soom after they
ware carrled out. I also learned in the ywars of oppression how to read
between the lines of rewspapers..how sctual reslity mevbs lesrned from
written texts that try to portray mvursions removed from truth



HLR 11/85

"This is how I could follow changes within the Farty."

"Spealing of Party morsls, rsspondent saidsFarty morals in

1045 and in a decrsasing measurs until almost 1948, Trus ideallism

and the spirit of genuins hoping and expectation - even the spirit

of Masgianism was prevalsnt joorommx in certain groupe within the

Party but from 1948, the spirit of the Party becams that of lackey
attitude - of complete subservience - idecloghical values and trus
ideslism were banned. This didn't change later at all. Hakosi

apd Gero managed to produce the mew class, The new class which mas

subs rvient %o their will in svery situation - the apparatus of the
police state and everything that went with it mas the most characteristic
featwa of the Commnism. In the years following 1948, with o brisf
interTuption during the regims of Imre lMagy these psople gained higher
positions or maintained those llrlldi‘{:lilﬂ- This quite well d evel opad
& Party spirit which prevented Imre Sagy from achisving mmch more in
1953, When he wanted to carry out his reforms, he was faced with x
opposition with the Party. ..the opposition of the pow olass, the opposi-
tion of a bureauscracy of that new class. That new cless recognized

the great dangar in the policies snd atil tudesof Imre Nagy. They
double-crossed his intentions; they trisd to undermine them in every

way possibtle, and belped in such & mapmer the return of Hakosi.”

FRaaking of the top lsadars of the Commmist Party, respondent says:

"They, the top leaders of the Communist Farty, led by & strong desire

to maintain powar in their hands at all cost - most of them have no othar
choice but to cling to power at any rete. They are fullymars that if
fresdoa would coms Shere more would be over for good. It requirss a
certain dogree of moral fortitude and an appearing to be of substance

to pursue policy of which he lmows that he knows they ers of in interest
to the naticn but at the same tims, are weakening sand eventuzlly
destroying his own position and power. It takes very smeh for ona to
decide for such a course. Leaders in the Compunist Farty of Hungary with
Tare Nagy and Losonczy and Donath smong the main leadors have gonme through
a school of 1life that teught them the facts of lifeand they have come
to tha recognition that this iz not actually what they wanted to have -~
they drew the consequepces and they homestly apd decently amceptsd

the revolution . They accapted the historisal events while knowing

that the electiona the Communist Party coild not peseibly meke more
than 5% of the votas.”

L]
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"Backsd by Soviet poer, mambers of the new class, pecrles obsessed

by the love of power - peopls w th weak cheracters - ars In the
majority of the top leadera of tha Communist Farty amnd they conetitute
the government of Kadar,"

"Not even within this power as & groap are all leadsrs alike, Thare
aresome among tham who tried to explain in their way wiy they think
alike s they doj thers are cynicals among them who tryp to expliin
away there genuing ressons;~they concede they do bacnuse they snly
walit to keep pomer in their hands~ j there sre sglso fnnatic obsessed
diabclic parsons among them. Psople who are led by hatred - like eo
Hakosi and Oero and Reval. There are others who are mere tools snd
rather assume the role of mare tools than to risk losing their power
in positions - such agm Kadar. Then there are aleo some peopla with
hushl isr qualities among them who apparently maregs to persusde them-
selyes that they adt as thay do bucaunss they try to achleve some
highsr goals and try to serve the hommon good of all."

Spesking of what the fate of top Hungarians should be, whon
Hungary 18 independemt respondent sayw:

"Those who coamit a ocriminal act should be trisd by crimine]l =kwms
ecourts, antd those who will play an notiwe snd well-proven part in
bringing about Yiberation of Hmmmm celve far -~
reaching amnesty . Wa'll have to ®an smesty for the
coming struggle for tha liberation of Hungary because that will,

or perhaps might, save very moch precicus blood ; but no doubt, there
will bs many leaders among Farty leadership who will hava to be tried
in eriminal ecourts."

C._Oppogition: "The deapotic power of the Communist Farty grow after
it 11liminated all opposition parites by 1948 (It eliminated them then
by liquidation) = opposition on the purt of the population kept growing.
This oprosition was revealed in remarks,in discussions, dubates

and resistance, and onte in a while in orgadising activitiess in a few
conspiracies, and Pome not 8o clearly shaped movemsnts - ths extensive
organisation of the AVH - the apmaratus of terroxr— prevented such
conspiracies and opporition organizations from going on undebdeded.

Apd people of such endad up on gallows and in jJafla apd 4n slave labor
ummknithmt- achisving anything. The ocpposition crsatsd by the policies
of oel and Yere kept comstantly groving mpadmx and was practically
speaking shared by all the population. The only excdption being
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the alements who had & share in the power, From 1953
more and more quite realistic oriticism wan murﬂiudm;.hrvuhm
the comtry in Party local organisations - in the councils of the
so-callad Fatriotic Pront. These oriticisme quite well apalysed
the omadssions and misbakes and sine of the era and this mas done
under the pretense of "self-criticism” . This, however, was recognsied
by the Farty leadership for it sctually was and Rokosi =mi mmde
Josef Darvas write an article againet this prectice againstSsabed lNep.
(0ff4icial Party organ) - Later the resistsnce of suthors and writers
began and the resistance and opposition of the Petofl Circle. Tha
oprosition bebaviour of the emtire population kept constantly growing
and from the beginning &f 1956 41t ansumed more and mors the character
of opan resistance, tending to btecoms & revelution -
the moves of the Petofi Circle since June 1956 and the re-burial
offla jk, Iﬂdthlﬂtﬂmtmdmﬂlﬂmn the Battanyi on Cotober
bth, 1956 d were purts of a process which ended in a revolution
uhuhu.l oviked. Aod such were the quite open demonstrations in

ly the theatres) whenever there was any referenoce
udl to freedom. But conversations inplants, in streetcars, in offices,
on strest corners, in buses, in swimming pools and sport aremas - that
is to my in every area of life wherever psople could voice their
sentiments, even if they could mot afford more then to say things in
a2 velled apnd in a &k indirect form the opposition of the Humgarian
people assumed thousands of forms of revelation. This opposition was
constantly spreading from person -to-person, and from family- to family,
and group-to-group ,The Hungarisn peopls were emiotionally and mentally
in the state of revolution by October 1956, and all it took was =
to be pushed into the revolution and the country was sflams. The push
cansisted of two parts; one was the stirring in Poland and the other
the massscre of the secret police at the Hadio Station coupled with
the stubborn refusal to negotiate the demends of the students.®

Aslesd sbout the activities of the intellectuals, respondent has this
to sayi" I not only heard of the existence of the Petofl Circle, but
in fact heard about its plans before it even appeared in the open. The
generation which assumed leadership of the Hungarian etudunts in the
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the begimning of the forties to wh ch you also belonged and in which
you played such an outstanding, leading part, included alsc me as an
active lesder: This generation comsideredidy, Zsigmond Horics,

Dezao Ssabo and laseslo Nemsth very moch worth to 11 to. It was
paturally under the great influsnce of these authare saw things
very much in the light of their views - dnd accepted in particular
Laeslo Nemeth's book "A Minoseg Forradalma™ (“Revolutiom of the
Intsllectual and Moral Elita®™) in which the synthesis of Hungarian
cul turs and Western culture is achieved. This gencration assumed mare
and wore importance and & more and more s ignificant role in the
intellectual fearment of colleges and univarsities in the begimnming of
the forties. It the Mazi Conventiom at Ealatonsrzarsso which you and I
were part of, clearly revellled the views of this gemeration. One pert
of this avaldning pemEa gomeration, however, went to the left in 1943,
and particularly im 1944, and some of them even went as far left as
communism, but most of us repeiped with you and me what we call the
Third Side. This, our Third Side of Hungarian youth entered the emsuing
anti-Naxl end anti-‘ancist struggle with a great determinaticm and
fear in order to save moral and political values, and human life of
politically and religiously persecuted people for the era we sxpected
after the second World War. In 1945 and 1946 the Third Side (roup of
our generation i::' into a bitter fight with our former associates in
the Hesistance emant, particular with members of the Cyorffy
Kollegiom (Oyorffy students's boarding imstitute).

"In 1947 and 48 the Third Side section of our generation was tha first
to be liquideted by being pushed into jails and slave labor camps. Only
the arrival of Imre Nagy savesthese people from rotting to death. But
menmbars of our generation who had pulled to the left Batween 1943 and "45,
sl oxly recogniszed one after the other, that under the mack of socialism,
sctually a rootless, capitalist system of exploitation ard imperisliism
18 :eeping the blood of Hungary and in a shme on sociulist icdeals. This
laft side group was thus disillusioned but did not lose ite hope and
determinstion snd in its mentality it increasingly becams a Third Side
group once more. As such, it was seeking contact with geruinely and

and constantly Third Side persons, many of whom had just been freed
from prisons and slave labor campa, i was ops among those and we in
fact eatablished contact. “any of us who had worked togethar in tha
Student Unity Hovemsnt - oot of this plan grew the plaos for the

Patofi Circle, and this is how the addresses, discussions, and debatas
of he Petofi Circle came about. We, who ware jJust then freed from
prisons and slave labor camps ocould not even attend the msetings of
the Petofi Circle beczuse of the close surveillance of the AVH. We took
part only in the planning and behind the scenes in discussions of thoae
meetings which were actually arrangad but led by the lamer oprosition
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of the Communiatic organizations of writers. I am really referring
to thoss of the Writers Association and in soms segment of the
govamment.

"The fermert was &ctually started by suthors wvem before the meeting

of the Patofic Circle played a significant role. It actually started

in 3888 1953, when writers were permittad for the first tiss to write
freely. They relished the beauty amd the far—reaching poasibilities of
the fresdem of conscisnce and fresadom of press and when Rakoei

rescted and tried to push these writers back into dcbedisnce, they

were raluotant to assumes sgain & subservient role, but wers anxious

to imep the freedom they enjoyed. The 1ittle freedom they enjoyed in
the begioning longed for even more and by 1956 thay quite openly apoke
up in thelr writings and said the truth which was falt snd sesn by
broad massesof the people. Sikmx Since it was the communist writers
that is to say, those who lad been Compunists for a whils befare until
thay got disillusioned, well, since these were the ones that had to lose
the least, they were the ones who stirred most. Authors, who previously
had bean subservient to the regime becnuse they erromsously belieed
in the ultimate soclalist goal being served that way, now enjoyed the
fact that they were listeped to and that their writinge ware eagerly
expacted by broad mas es of the peopla. In many of them a very strong
moral determination ®: developed, and there were even clder pecple smong
them who rather faced explusion from the Farty - like Dery and

Tardes. This attitude logically led them to thair roles priar to and

in the revolution.

"The goperation I spoke of and the authors partly in this geperation
and in part older tham they and some younger, was the motor in preparation
and actoaly /Tighting for {reedom."
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THE APPARATUS OF PUNER

A. Ssgrat Folige:

Tha AVN developed from a sscret polive firat set up in "45 and %b
by the Communist FParty. It developed into such according to plans
drawp up in oscew and sent to Dudapest and literally followed here.
Tha ATH remainsd under ths supervision and the direct comtrol of
Russian suthoritiss. It received its instruotions to the smallest
detail from Moscow. In ths begimning, the top leadership of the
Hungarian AVH consisted of Mosovow-trained leaders. yater, they trisd
te find, and train ethers from the rankes of the Fmgarian Commmist
Party who ware apt to work in thie type of project in the police state.
It of course dropped thoee who proved unsultable for this type of
tarror activities. The sams situation mrevailled at the Military
M!.ticﬂl hl‘:'t‘“ﬂtu

"Sgdistic elements were selected and entrusted with econducting
interrogations, using torture as the main method of obtaining
confessions.

"Speaking of personal axperisnces, 1 have already msationsd that I
was sentenced to thres years and got around in prisome of the AVH.
For brief periods of t ims, even, my wife and my brother-in-law
were in the hands of the AVH."

Asked whether respondent knows of any AVH men who wanted to lsave

the AVH =ho suffered remorse, ote, he answera: "I heard of such

indeed and in fwot of such who gave & humane treatment to political
prisonsrs, figuring that this would becoms part of his defense when
the country would be liberated. Such & cape was rare; of course,

apd if for no other reason at least becauvse the Uommwndst grinding mill
was of a nature that people who got into it found 4t lapossible to get
out again. But only failures, or even wavorings were pumished the sams
way as was political prisopasrs.”

Asked what should be dome in an independent Hungary with those who

had bean membersof the AVH, respondant answars: "Members of the AVH
should stand trial and shonld be tried accordingky to S moogrexwiu
amt statubes of the Hungarian Crimingl Code, but those of them who will
actively participate in another revolution or revolutionary activity
that will lead to the 1iberation of Hungary should receive ampasty
even for crimimal actions commited before because polttical wisdem
rﬂ“iﬁ:u that a coming revolution Bhould be made as swiftly as humanly
posaible.”
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Speaking of the regular polics, respondent says:

"The regular police bshaved wonderfully during the revolution.

Finding enocugh persons far filling up the hugh organisation of the

AVH, meant using up all elementa who were inscrupulous enough to serve

as henchmen of the regime. Thua the regular police had slements more

of the normal type of human beings. They were ik bebaving pretty
decantly in the criminal and traffic cases, 1t is trus that before the
revolution they were not very popular either, because anything that

was part of the police state was resented by the population and they were
ome kind of police, after all."

Asked about corruption, respondent says that he found not mere than could
ba called normel in & poliocs state in most places.

Speaking of the role of ths regular police during the revolution, respondent
says:"It 1= an updebatable fact that ws sew po regular policemsn fighting
on the side of the AVH in ths revolution. Starting with Uct, the 23rd,

the of flcers of the regula: police issuved orders, again and ageins, for
regular police to resist buat they didn't residt. Revolutiopery sctivities
and in fact many of them chose te take part in the resistance itself; mny
only by handing over their arms to the freedom fighters and many becoming
freedom fighters themselves. I personally met a great meny of such right
from the begimming..that is, to say, from Oct, 23rd. The AVH applisd
trickery bymxddressing ite men into blue uniforms on Oet. 24th, and >
that might hawe led to soms misunderstamding, but that was about all."

By The Courtes

"Hungarian courts before 1945 wars actually as they were called"Independent
Courts.™ Verdicts of the court were made on a very high moral &snd legal
level and according to human justize. In oriminal cases as well as in

eivil suits. The only exceptions were the special councils of the court
1ike those handling political trimle, like in the case of the bock by

Gesa Feja *"Viharsarck" ("Sources of {'unmﬂ"]', apd the one handling the
case of Imre Kovacs' bock "llema Foradalom®™ ("Mute Hevolution"). Thesa
tr:.!.l-: vere under the influsnce of the political views of the Horthy

by s
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Speaiing of the People's Courts, respondent saye:
"Expert knowledge was still provided in these trials by Jjudpges
of the forwsr regime. Put such were sulscted from the group of
these who were ready to accept the arders of the Communist Farty
rather than the dictates of their own conscienses and their foelings
of justice, Such people became the chalrmsn of the People’s Courts.
The Feople's Courts reflected the political structure of the
Hangary of those years - the juriss cams from the warious partien,
amd just as parties were engsged in ; bitter struggle so were the
udgee coming from their ranke. . judges coming from the Small holder's
and in some cases from the Peasant Farty and in 2 few cases those
coming from Social Demooretioc Ferty tried to prevent in many cases
the terror-sentonces, but they werse usually not abls to do so ecamse
of Communist preponderance.

"No doubt there were war criminals. Hungarian laws regarding war
criminals were too strict. This is why Agoston Valentin, Uinister of
Justice, resigned im 1945. The leading Socislmdemocrat, he issued
orders and regulstions concerning war criminals which were similar
te those of the Furnmberg international court. In my opinion, the
majority of the sentences handed down to war criminals were dispro-
phrtionatsly strict."

Co The Army:

"The Hungarian army either assumed a passive role during the revolution,
or through individual members or groups it participated actively om

the side of the revelution. I did not hear of one single case during
freedom fighters. Later, when I arrived in the free Veat, I heard of

& case that allegedly took place in Eeztergfom.

"I personally witnesscd in the evening of Oct. 23rd on the corner

of Eakoced Ut (Ro komzi Avenus) that & motorised infantry conpany

was sent out to quell the revolt at the redio station in which workars
end students fought, and I saw them handing over their arms to the
people surrounding them after just a 1little while. A fuw days later,

I psrsonally witnessed the armored division of Pllissezsnto who rofused
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to engage in the fight, and assumed a passive role."

Asked about differences of warious army groupe, respondent sayss
"Obyiously there wore differemces. But the differences wars caused
by the different behaviour of the comranders of the varions unita.”

nT know of no differences in the behaviour of soldisrs coming froam
various social backgrounds.®

Asked whether he was surprised by the army's actions during the
revolution, he says:

#I cartainly was greatly surprised becsuse I was aware of the fact
that the officers’ conphé of the Hungarian army consisted of reliable
elsmonts, and thes  people were comstantly politically trained, and
were under very strict contrel and supervision. Proportionately, they
wore well paid. Enowing how much power a military commander has, and
what the atmosphere in army units is all over the world, I thought
that in regula- army units the soldlers can be forced to engage into
oombet with revolutionarias and to take part in capturing freedoa
fighters. But the revolution proved that sven with the help of
political officere, and with a system of informers, the regime failed
to force the Hungary ammy to fight against the pesople, It even
demonstrated that mny smsller groups and individuals sidsd with the
revolution., 1 wes gemuipely surprised.”

; When respondent is told that some people think
that Hungarian feelings about ths Sussian army are due to the events
of 1848, this is Bis reaction: "This is completely out of gquestion.

Mo sentiments connected with those evants sre surviving in people's
minde. The bitter memories of the Hungarian peojle stem (rom the
behaviour of the Red Army from the oxperiences ths Hungarian had with
them when they marched into Hungary, while resisted by the Hungarian
army in that pericd, and revesled how they bshaved if there were no
restrictions on them. They merited great unpopularity, and in fact a
lot of hatred-. This 1s a'l the more significant bscsuse the average
Hungarian - the Hungarian people defntely sympathised and extended a
warm friendship to Russian prisonsrs of war during the [irst World War.
In fact, Hungarian soldiers who participated in the first World Rar in
Hussia, remsmber ths Hussian people as good, willing, warm-hearted
peopla and this was the picture the Hungarian people had of t he Russians
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before 1945, But the experiences they had with them In 1945

at once changed the picturs. In fact, those experiences prevented

the Hungarian peonle from easily changing its opinion again for

the better. The Hed Army beohaved as a despotic usurper power as

an imperialistic, conqusring army which did not stop Xkmix

there, as most imperialistic, congusring armiss stop, but interferred
with the mesdockaddixddesixend personal life.of the individual.
Inmumerable canes could be quoted about rapes, lootings and wanton
destructions and murders of the msmbers bf the Hed Army which howaver
would take too much time."

Probed for what he and others ﬂnpuutud of the Hpsaisns befora they
sctually erntered Hungary, respondent says:
"Neither I, nor others, cxpectsd that the Hussians would come as

a8 liberators— distributing food to tha population and the forceful
rquisitions of that army were not recented half as much as the
undesoribably brutal repes on a very large scale, and the savage
brutalities with which the average Hussian soldier behaved in zll
most every instamce.

Asked sbout changing in his attitude toward the Hussian army since
1945, and in changes of his friends, fespordent says:

"The membars of the Red Army were locked upon by the Hungarian people
as nucmpexix parts of san imperialistic occupation army. Wherever they
appeareod in strestcars, btuses, or in the streets, people considered
them mm members of a foreign, subjugating power. the only exceotions
ware the meambers of the New Class - the favored groups of communism.®

"Speaking of the role of the Eussian acldiars in the revolution,
respondent says:” This waz the attituds with which the Hungarian people
looked upon Russian troups that spoeared on the seepe in the revolution,
but at the same times I should remmrk that the object of hatred was

not the individual soldier but the Army of which he was & mumber and

the imperislist power which tha* army was representing, and the hatred

of the Hungarien people was directed anyway against ita own traitors -
that 1s to say the AVH of ficers than against the occupation army. That this
is true was clearly revealed by the behaviour of Russian soldiars during
the rovolution. =any of them sided with the reveluticon. 1 personally
witnessed such a case at the As'oris Hotel (Interviever's note:

Respondent described that in detzil in his = ccount of chronological avents):
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The sentiment of the people was happy and ready to accept deserting
Russian soldisrs into ita midet. The greatest farce was induoing
Russian soldiers mot to keep fighting relantlesely against the
Bungarian. The first Hussian troops which were devnloyed to fight
revblutionaries were morally beatan before they could have even
fired & shot. Thaose soldiers noticed after a few days that they were
not fighting Yasciste,  The individual Hussian soldier dlearly
realised that be was not fighting Fasoists or aristoorats but that
he was fighting the entirety of the Hungarian people. Thus ganerally
speaking, they were actually fighting Hungarian freedom fighters. After
the first few days, cofficers - Kussian political officers- forced
thea at gun point to fire at the revolutionaries.”

Coming back to speak of contacts between Hussian scldiers and the
Hungarian population, respondent said:

"Before the revolution, I was not awars of any contacts between

the population and Hussian soldiers, nor did I hear ithat Huseien
soldiars went with Hungmrian girle, end I particularl have not
heard that sny marriages between Hungarian gi#ls and Hussien scldiers
have talen place."

Asked about cases in which Hussian soldisrs aided in one way or another
with Hungarians, respondent saysi

"l saw that Hassian soldiers fought each other on the cornsr of

Dohany Street and Dob strset. Husrian tanks were [firing at sach other;
I presumed that this was dus rwther to misunderstanding tham to

their actual intentions.”

B._Coverpment offiolals:

"I heard of cases of govarnment officials who were willing to forget the
rules and help peonle in trouble. ln my view, the actions of such

of ficigle were springing from two sources - either thelr financial
advantages which they explicitly demanded, or at lesast hapnily accepted
- for instance at the Housing Buresu of Budapest others might have acted
in this fashion to secure themmrelves awoomex som=thing to have in credit
A third reason mus much more rare-~ that was mrral conviction. There wers
those who risked much just to help others." TmmerasrsxEzzsxxin

"Thers were cases in the life of the police state in which one could
get around some of the regulations. Comnections through relatives, or
good friends, played the most important part in these. To an even
graster extent, perhape, were briteries used; persuasions played a very
ainor part, 1 think.



414
HLR

XI1 /96

"Officials who were caught were wery severely punished, except
if that of ficial was careful enough to cover hiwself by securing
4 co-operation of his supericrs which co-operation was secured
by briberies by sharing with them, of course."

O Competance of lpaderss

Asked aboulb the competence of the searst police, rospondent says:

iy psraonal experisnce with ihe AVE ves that there Mostow-trained

of ficers were highly efficient. They had fantasticsiiy cunning ways.
1f they hed an asslgnment to get a rerson confessed Lo something,

they had way=s not only of brutal torture but also twisting and turning
and promising, intimedating and everything else to get that confession
from that person. The onss who had no Lraining and "professional
experisnce” in Soviet Hussiay were less efficient.”

Asked sbout the Hungarian . rmy lsadership, respondent says:

"I mave no persopal knowledge but my inpressions are that the

top laaders of the Humgarisn aroy a4lso belong to & now clasa - that
is to say, they ere simarlly lacking in dedication as were most
army lesders of the Horthy ers. They live in pomp and lusury as

paragites of the working people.”

Speaking ef the Hussisn army leadership, respondent sayes

*1 heva no first hand knowladge of them, either, but I presoms thay
are st least as good as they were in the second World War and no doubt
had tactical ss well as etmtegloal knowledge, know-how and thes cunning
that is so characteristioc of Russian leaders as well as Communist
lenders, let alone if sombody is both.®

Asked about the efficlency of bureaucracy, he said:"That was good for
nothing. The good ones wers selectsad and discharged. It was not rersomal
efficiency but favortism of the new class that mede psople stay and
assume higher positions.®
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ASSESSHMENT F FUTURE PHOSPSCTS FOR HOUNGAKY

Ao Hext few ypare:

"The world has arrived in the atomic age. This fact has ruled out
war. Yar would mean world disaster - proportions beyond balief -

and would lead to extermimation of mankind. This is known by both
major powers. There are no sar-making isolation posdibles betwsen
contipeote. This faot may lead to the perpstuation of Semder

state boundariocs and might lead to ths perpestuation of the situstlon
behind the iron curtain in ones ray ar another. In esstern Europe
howsver, commanise has becoms & failure. There are signe that even
in Soviet Russiay the intellectuals are rising sgainat the oppressive
re and are looking for avenuss leading to freedom. This pressure
will, soomer or later, affect Soviet soclety. If they avelded a
world war at all costs, as 1 think a world war is ruled out, thus
they would expose themselves to an inner pressure - &n inner ore surs
which will affect changss. Changes affecting thelr situation and
connections sll over the worldl

"The leaders of the Soviet Union are bent on the contrel of the entire
world. They don't launch another war becsuse they are awmare that such
would lead to their own destruction as well. But they mant to use the
indetermination mf and weaknass, and lack of dynamic action on the side
of the West by sitting on the fence, they will use this a ttitude of

the West for gaining more ground. They sre amxious to siese all of Asia,
honing that in the nations that are by nom, or latsr vill be liberated
from Wastern imperialism, they will find a fertile ground for their omn
designs, and the same is true about Africa. They hope that communism
will actusl gain ground in these two countries, and the balance of power
throughout the world will bs tipped to thelr side, amd they hooe that
from this upsetting of the balancea of powsr of the world, that they will
aocompl iah their aspirations for world rule.

"It 1s my conviction that the situstion in Hungary cannot sclidify.The
Soviets will be compelled to [ind another way out;= of tha difficulties
at hand. Their existance - just keeping things ss they are - just

mal tiplying their difficultiss.”
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Speaking more of the problem of war batween tha USSH and the UGA,
reapcndent says:

nht 15 imaginsble that things will shift in Soviet iHussia in favor

of & war. The actusl source of power in Soviet Huseis is the army.
Khruschifev 1s a tool, a pupret of the army, who defeated his rivals

by lesning on the army. The Hed Arwy 1s led by imperialistically

inclired off'icers who ma. become widdrwiy drunk with power and

trigger hapoy by their alleged or in cartain areas the actoal preponderance
over the Txt free world. They may play boldly inm trying to blaclkmil

the West into more canceesions. Such actions on their mert my eitber
force the West into a suicids, o compel it to take a very firm stand
against such.y

"This might lead to & mare or leas accidental sxplosion.”

"Markind has to dlu evarything in its poer to prevent the outbreak of

s world war. It's protection can be afforded by awakéning the spiritual
forces in humanity. The intellectual and ths moral forces that are
availasble in humenity to mchieve world unity imstead of world destruction.

"This ia why the crushing of the Hongarian revoluticnp is a tragedy for
both the West and the East. Jt is a tragsdy for the West because it
proved that it is ready to give up its confessed principles, intellectual
and spiritual and politicel for its momentary alleged advantages, For
the dast, it has become & tragedy because this unlimited terror is a
doadend etrest, and it would prove a deadend street even If temporarily
it could swallow the entire world in its power-crase. The solution aould
mean now, practicelly speaking, the unification of gll of the fres
countriss of Surope, If & United States of Europe would become a rcallty,
the Sovist threat could and should induce the European countries to
decddey for such a grest historical move. In sarope’s past history,

there are still spiritunl, intellectual and moral forces dormant which
conld unite the entire world..in dedication to human freedom against
despotiem:. And this could affect even other nations throughout the world
ghat cherish freedom in many cases,just recantly won, that the entire
rarld would unite against the world imperialism of ths Soviet Union
which eould dissuade even that from rumning against the wall of the
entire world,"
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B, Hopes in fRstrospsot:

"I have paver balongad to the cptém'ets ~ Af for nothing elae

than avoiding possible disillusionments. I have always besn
pessimistically inclined. I triad to be as objective as posaible,

and to raspact the solid facte of reality. I mesver bellieve in o

date set for liberation, nor in predictions that liberation would

ocome within & certain period of time. ot I pot for onn moment
renounced =y hope that eventually Hungary would be fres from oppression.

"People in Hungary msually speculated on coming events according teo
their irmdividual background, and way of thinking. bal leved

in a poasibility of liberatiom in the nser future. Fensimists gave up
all hepes for af libsration = aven in the long run. Such a rencuscing
made people unspeakably bitter and gloomy and in faet, it even
shortened the 1ifs pericds of such persomns. The loss of hope means
glving up ene's imnnar life. Irrespective of such individual tions
there were weves among peopls which wevees largely depended mi% Lohs
in foreign palicy - mmtters of the world. The cemtral tople of all

of these mmoomgkkk speculations was, of course, the liberatiom of
Hungary."




SOCIAL, POLITICAL AND MCONOMIC IDEOLOGY

4. Ipdopapdent Hungary:

"] would like to imagins & future Hungary a kind of a state in which
the human rights are comiletely secured, ypich is identical in tha
applications of human freedoms with the practiocss of the Westarn
democracies. At the same time, 1 am dreaming of 4 Humgary which has
great social mchievements (Interviewer's note: This expression may
not pean much in Epglish = I could tramalete it also by eaying:
social legislation) and which realizes the welfare of the pation
and social equallty to the possible gr atest extent.®

B, Detalls on Ecopomys

"A liberated Hungary should be part of a greater economic unity.

In &n ideal =ituation, this would be United States of Europs, but
sconowically speaking, there ame tremendous differences between the
European states which would be parts of such a large unitm of statas.
Restern Europe, with its tremsndous economic and industrial development
end Hastern Europe with its baciowmrdnsss, but thare is a unity of

very great similarity of the countries &n and around the Danublan basin,
If Bungary would be liborated slone, as there was a tremendous chance
for such a liberation during the revolution, in that case, its owm
realitiss should be the point of departure for establishing an sconomic
coberxk sytem in it. This would mean that it ought to emchasis agriculture
and industry to the seme extent. The climsts and the geographical and
geological conditions in Hungary would warrant striving tosard tha ideal
of a so—called Shmuiaotiagxxy” "Garden-Orchard Hungary", that is

to say, Hurgary should change from growing sereale froam establishing
vegetable gardems and orchards throughout the country - to an extent
that would change Hungary from the " sket of Burope® into the
"(arden-Orcha:d eof Burepe®.

Speeking of industry, respondent says:"Contrary to the industrial
policiea of the Soviet Union forced upon Hungary which included a
tremendously exaggerated emphasis on hoavy industry, I would sugpest
that industiries sse raw matarials coming from Hungary and industriss
of precision instruments should be emnhasised.n
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Spesking of what should happen to national enterprices in a

free and indenpondent Hungary, reaspondent sgys:

"Natiomal entarprises should become the property of ths people,
Either 18 2 way in which smell sharsholders group togsthar to
establish entewprises or in the way Worler's Councils during and
after the revolution¥

"Bpeaiking of Kolkhoses and state farms, respondent hes this to may:
mh farme mubxeixiaidiose should be availlable to
th have no property at all, and the land of the
kolkoses should be availsble to those farmers whoss farmd became
part of the kolkos. At the same time, of courss, such kolkoses as
are prosperous spough ampdd have consented o remain on g cooparntive
basis should ba permitted to function as they see fit, because
cooperatives should be sncouraged. The freedom to unite with

ssswasbUt the freedom to units with agricultural cooperatives be
pecured to any ome who wishes to use it. But even the semblance of
forcs must natorally be eliminated forever."”

"The government of a future independent Hungary should truly be the
governmant of tha peopla. This means the ideal form of & representative
democracy. In the 1light of thle consideration and considering that most
heavy industrys, or large indusiries have been developed greatly in the
last decade, wamm mary even doubled their size -~ wer. in the light of
these two cemsiderations were, would be unjust to return large
industries to their former owmers. Theses industries were ﬂﬂﬂlﬂ?ﬂ in
the last years bocsuse the worlera vere so tarribly exploited, *‘hus
literally speaking the structure of the Fungarisn industry at its
nresent stage was camentsd by the sweat of the worlers. The baddn
industries - the key industries- should remain a socisl proparty .

The property rights of the other imdustries should be regulated ¥
according to “rinciples of justice and common eense. Frivate inlative
should be not only permittsad but encoursged and helped..particularly
in eonditions eof small trade and smmll commerce. Ihe mors and smaller
the industries arv that can be oreated the better. hesesxizxfesmic
Xconomy should be regulsted by the basic principles of freedom and
justice. lams enacted in this field should be based upon these basic
principles. ln rearranging Hungarian sconomy, the bitter experiences
efthe past ten years should be counseled but alsoc the poasibilities
which in short would mean "Third Hoad™ in ths economic field, Heferring
to the principles of the wrk of Ropke "The Third Rosd® - those
economic prinicples might mean a workabls system under present

and future conditiom in Hungary which may be expacted after libarstiom.
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Spesking of two poesible kinds of government, respondent has this
to says

PHumen 1ife without freedom is senseless and btad and valusless. Ona
can develop the inheremt talemts only if he is free. Even if life la
herder under a free form of government, I chose freedom under any
ciroumstances."

Asked about the Commumist Farty in an indspendent Hungary, respondent
sald: ;

® I would by no mans be for outlawing the Communist Farty. It would
conflict with my ideas of freedom and besides, a movement driven
underground hgs slways more sttraction than if it is ocut in the opem.
There la one thing, however, I would not like and that is the functioning
of organisations disgulsifed as demooratic organizations but actually
working under comnunist leadership or sponsorship, and working for the
realization of communist gosls. I would mot permit such a front
organizations for the simple reason that they would be cheats because
they would say one thing and do another. feople must not be parmitted

to apply large scale deceit and then to work under false names &s far

a® a politicel organisation is concermad but the moment they profesa thelr
aime and pronouncs their policies mand name things by their mames, they
should have fresdom, too. Iy the way, Communism in Hungary would carzy

ne weight at all; the Party would under best circumstances receive

not more than one or two percent of the votes. Even my ideslist friends
who actually repcunced communism by that time and remcunced it certainly
in the form that it was practiced amounted to not more than flve per cant
of the votss golng for the Oommunist Farty in Hungary."

Gs Interpational pesitioni

"linder ideal circumstances, I see a Hungary as part of the United States
of Burcpe. In my view & united Edrope could not, and would not want ‘o
dintinctive marks of mations, but it wonld certainly cdo eway with the
political and economical barriers between netioms. Nations would remain
independent in their cultursl davelopment and would becose productlon
centres of culture. Mations would @dd their special colors represunted
by their smeial historical btackgrounds; by their spscifie customs and
treditions - their specific of thinking and expressing themselves. They
wpld add that special color to the spsctre of the intellectual life

of such a Unitad States of burope. I would objact to anmy kdwi of
regimentation and conformism. I would very atrongly object to the notion
that the special cultures ss im expressed in music, dance, traditlons and
so on should cesse to exist.”
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"intil suoch &« United Etates of Surops may be brought into
existencs, temporarily & Denublan Federation oould function

as a wholesome unit of states, There are a great many tiss, vhich
espeaislly bind these pecple - the Danubtan Valley = and thus
there should te an even more coherant force persuading them te
undt even within a United Statesof Burope = they could mesn &
reglom]l unkte- & larger regional umit,.

"The mmxidgyr relations of such a regional unit to the USSH would

be deternined by the circumstances by which this wnion of states
cams about, with mrtiodlar reference as to how they were Liberatad
from Soviet ruley; If such @ Upnion of States could not be liberated
at cnoe and Hungary would firet become free and its best courss of
action would be to be completsly mmix mnsutral. It could psttern

ity neutral ity to that of Austria, It would be very important far
such a peutrel Hupgary to strengthem the ties of frisndship and
grod culturel relatioms with its neighboring countrdies of Eastern
Burope, sven if it gould not participate ln the preparation of Lthedir
eventzul liberstion, & neutral Hungary could becomd & ey attrectica
for their eventual 1iberutlions A nsutral Hungary should maintadin
friendly relations with all other countries, which is not frying to
amhiliate its freedom or its neutrality or its democratic way af
life.

"As I say, under actusl circumstances I imagine & United States of
Kurope. Second t¢ this would be a Danubian Federstion. A third
poseibdlity would be a peutral Hungary, but 1 oan alse i=agine a

eass which I would not call ideal but could be a reality, mamsly,
Hungary's 1iberstion under circusstances whioch would nscessitate

ita beooming part of & Wostern allignce - military elliarce. Naturally,
mich & case o¢ould not be excludsd and in such a sifvation Hungary would
be militarily mllisd with that bloc whioh libarated i1t. Although I

806 no practical ways for such a liberation, and I engags into this
spacalation coly om & theoretical basls. Tryimg to indicate that I

cen isagine many mays for getting somewhat oloser to an ideal situstion.

"Somsthing similar is true about economic relations, namsly, those
which greatly depend under what circumstences Hungary would be liberated,
af already indicated in the paragraph above."
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Aalad sbout the Federation of Danubian States ef which respendent
actual spoke already and went even into detaile, he has this to adde

"] was & young etudent when I firet heard of the ides of a Federstion
of Danubian States. I also read articles written in favor of such

in Hungarian magazines, nnd it even apreared in pewspapars;y later,

I learmnd the ideas of Fossuth. later I learned even more of this idea
by reading works ofDezso Szabo, Lasilc Nemsth and And Endre

Bakey Zsilinsskys. ] meditated syself mmch sbout the possidilitiss of
such a union already in my early youth. I even wrota an article

mbout it. I think it is desirmble, and I think it is possible and

I would 1ike to soe & oultursl union of the states sven in case of
the ideal sclution , that is to say: the realisation of a United States
of Burope.

®] woald like to see the following states ino this Unlon.s Fungary
Roumaniam, Czeckoelovakis, Pdland, Yugoslavia and Sulgaria, !

"Such & Unicn of States could becoms a cultursl, - buffer zone between
Russian end Oerman aspimtions — and such a Union would eliminate
designa of sigilar to those of past year¥ in which power politios
ecught to use theee mwsall countriss agailnst each otber in a largar
struggle for power,”

Asknd about Hungary's present oundaries, mepondent says:

"l am profoundly persuaced that the right te self-determimation

of peoples is & basic human right. Just like fxmoiew imitwtihedstrmdeamr:
Ixxkiecoripkt  persomal Ifreedom is the tmsic right of the individual.
This oractically msans that no person may bte harwed in soyway o guffer
disadvantages because he feals that he belomgs to a certais -thm.ﬂu
unit, This, of course, also meens thet I am looking forward to an
opportunity for peoplee to determine where they want to bslong —what
boandaries they would Like to have (I hops none, axcept fer cultural
boundaries ar I elready ocutlined above). It should be the people's will
expressad in secret tallots thet should determine the picture of the
future. Hence, I think that politicel boundaries a2s they mow exist are
umeoceptable. Wot ome eingle vots influsnced their determimation. They
are products of power politits. Present boundari:s of Hungaryare just
umogsptable to me as would be boundaries that existed priocr tc Werld

lgr I which ware the sacred cow of great sepmnts of the older generations
in Hungary and of the af ficial peopoganda during the Horthy regise.
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"A1l minorities within and beyond bordera should have the right to
1ive its own way of life = to dsvelop its own culture on the basis
of sutoality and brotherly understanding.”
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THs FURMATION F PUBLIC OPINION

4, Yorld Evepts:

Asked about tha secret speech of Kwrubsohev to the
Congress, respondent said: he heard about it only the broadoas
of Bestern radio stations.(Y% thought that thiss was designed
to opsn & new are in which the Staliniets would

the Amserican Activities Gosmittes in Hun pepers. but
in no way the news of Hungarian mpers. * was only surs in
case that the connotation is hardly refleocting the truth btut
form nt opinion as te whether what the attual situation was like."

|
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"] heard about the Fall of Ferom also by readipg Clmmnist ne epapers.
I thought of him as a dioSater - in other words, I comidered hin

fos of democreay, just as I consider Franko am enemp of demoorscy, and
not even the fact that I was, an! we were, undetr a much bloodisr
opporession didn't prevent me from feeling that he desarved his fate.
Moreover, I thought that the existing dictatorshipe in the Weetern
World give & baikdis to the Soviet Uniom to peint at those saying that
this is the way humsn affairs are regulated in ths Westarm world and
at the some time they aleo prevent the formation of a etrong pghwelly

free world."

Speaking of Rakosi's private life, respondent says: " Until 1933,

I krew nothing more but that a large safetly mmmoerhiux police
organisation was responsible for defending him, and that he had a
priwte villa on the Estenhepy and I knew that no mertal could come
even closs to the area of that villa. Althoogh enly Farty membars
participgted in building ths wvilla of Hakosi, they, or at lsast some
of them apilled the beans that it was villa bullt in luxary beyond
imsginstion of a common citizen. I kmew of similar secrets concerning

his summer home in Balatonaliga. 1 knew that the police apparatus desigmed

to protect Rakoel e nmemy tisee the size that was used for protsoting

the Minister President of the former era. I may add that this is increasingly

trus aboot other lsaders of this Communist aristocracy. The man-hours
meed by the epparatus designed to protact axd serve thea was many tines

the elze of what wae used by the mosi promiment aristoorata or capitalists

of the formar reglne."
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By Sources of perponal informations

"] drew mest of my informetion about what was happeming in the world
from foreign radio staticns. This source was the moet important for
me. Mext in importance came the nows received by word of mouth.?

Cs Word of Mouth:

"I received lots of rews by word of mcuth and 1t was awasing how
many of the communist officials spilled the beeps and how easy it
aotuslly wes to know of impending or Jus®l about
g8 wall a2 of those that juet Xx had taken plece
when thosa former associates and friende sho for awhils went very
far to ths 1aft and then came back agaln teo the "Third Side"

usnally well-informed and they told things of oonf idential

But sven agreat many news items circulated through otit the count
and it was amaing how mmx rel iables most of them proved to be.
course, a judicious selsction wes very good because there
herrings among them, &nd in fact, all kinds of rumoura
truthe But, still ss I say, at least themajority prowad to be

D. Resding habliss

"An & parson of genuine intellectusl interest, I have alwaye read

8 great deal. Although reading became very difficult in the Communist
era tecauss the ismensely strained work which we had to perfomr every
dgy preverfed me from reading as much as I wanted to. Farticularly
during the period while oy wife worked in a job I wae farted to lp
her whan we got homs with the housshold chores aml that left even
logs time for resding."

T

"Bafare 1945 1 read an ismense number of books ~ clagsios as well ao
modern -valusble litersture trying to keep abvemst of the intellsctual
development of the greatest minds that shared thelr knowledge with

paople through btooks.

"iven aftsr 1945, and doring the ysare of comumnism when little of

the grestest worke of Westerm literature was availables, I tried to
find the cooperation of librarians to get hold of such books, and when
I hed po opportunity to read such, I went back as most psopls did to
classics of Hungarisn as well as world, literaturs.

"I did not regularly resd ths Communist mpers. I just glancedthrough
it end if there were significant events, I sonetimes read the entire
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mews item, but uswlly the beedl ines were emough to give a fair
pibture- to give a chanoce to surmiss what actuslly happoned.”

Epeaking of magasimes, I started reading magasinee oply when tho
buds of resis tance ware showing and p artioularly when resistance
was becoming wore amd more vooal inm megasines, Peems of

suthars = poems whioh already spoke the langaage of fresdom before
the revolution and whre thus imetrusental in bringing about the
revolution were copled by & great many of us and given to friends
and this mas the way we reoceived memy of such.™

Askad once more about Cowmumist pewspapars, reepondent osyw:

"I had no confidenca in Seabad Nep whatsoever(Official Party orgen).
I did pot trust any of their news items or even their statistics
because it wes ay meny fold experience that they twisted and distorted
everything to sult their own purposes, “any ¢ nspiomaocu contmadiotions
could be foumnd sometisss on the sams page of the Gommunist paper.

of magasines, 1 read the Marxist-lenenist segasine TARSADALMI
SZiMLE, 1 read that particularly between the yeare 1947-1950, and
particularly during my captivity. 1t ms a great study to sse how
careless the editors wers in publishing articles which all trisd to e
very comnunistie and still ingdvertantly refuted sach other in a great
many in tantes.(Interviewsr's note: Bespondemt brin:a up seversl
striking examplssof this Wt I don’'t think I should list them because
this interview haes al ready becoms too voluminous).

o] didn"t resd any publications coming from eith Yugoslavia nor Polapd,
na dd oy friends oo far as I knows As 1 have already wentioned,
papers of the opposition, mmely; IRODALEI UJSAG, HLTFOI HIRLAP, and
CSILLAC wore sagerly read by me and sy frisnds when theay started
asouming their role of resistance.

"I received, illegally, soms fiftesn or sixtesn isswss of the Ueran
edition of Eand-r s Digeat, I read those isouse very carefully. I
received those from Western diplomate. 1 also read s sclemce~liction
novel whioch I illegelly obtalned, but that was all.

91 read for some tl e, quite regularly, ths Awstrisn OCommunist newspaper,
DER ABEND, In spite of the fact that mas a commmnist peper, it was

odited and published in the West after all amd it opened & 1ittle window

to the Went, and the paper gave & chance to look et cultural 1ife of Vienne
and it gave us a taste of freedom in the Westerm warld,
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"I took the copise of the @erman edition of Reader's Digest home
and hid them and read parts in trenslatioa to ny family.

“From 1953, I was not so afraid of keeping smch publicaticns mord

were people whom I knew. But ome had almays to think of an AVO search
and ore had to hid them very carefully. Lxeeptions were the publications
vhich were on the list of preseribed books which actually eutssanding
works of Western literature but wers banmd from the Soviets. Take

for inastance, tme of the books of Andre Gide, or the proscribed works
of dsfcat Derxso Seabo and Laselo Nemsth. Rildiculous ss it may seem, in
1950 ard 1951 at the helght of persscution of the intsllect, books of
Joka! snd #ikseath were glso proscribed and had to be deliwered te paper
adlls to make pulp from them, and of course we dldn't want to get rid

of such books proporticnatsly imsignificant as themy were, and we hid them."
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EVENTS COTSIDE HUNGARY

"I think most people in Hungary don't belisve in either elow

changes or in revolution within Soviet RHussia. The horrifying

power of ths police orgenisation in the Sov'et Union has supprassed
rivings for freecdom. It managed to exterminate those atlempts
at gaining freedom which were made in the twentiss and in the thirtigs
in the Soviet Uniom. Maxy were mipped in the bud at the tims of
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can smurvive. bvery dictatorship will sooner or later cosse to exist.
It will be foreed to give ground gradually democratisstion, or it will
bsooms & dismal failore. Still leaders of the Soviet lnion sy plungs

mresgures within ths Soviet Union will keep m, following from
the mature of such things Af the intellectuals don't become revolutionary
and will not take over the leaders of thas Soviet Union are likely %o
sesk & may out of the dilemme by going the way of imperisiisam - by
smbaridng upon imperialism, they hops to stir up the

Chauvinistic feelings of the Soviet population. «ite
desire for aggrandisement, of ite tarritory and power, and this is how
they hope to chanpsl ths pressurcs into an avemws which is in the lime
of their designs. I am amare of the signsll have been pertiovlarly sware
since the Hungarian revolution) the signs =f which clearly point to
the swakaning, avarepess of Soviet intsllectuals and students. I know
alse from the accounts of the mnany prisoners of war who hed firat hasd
experisnce inSoviet Hussmia that there is a new class in Soviet tuseia
g2 wll and in #ll satallits countries wshich s power-drunk, aml I
a8 weoll as the Bungarian people in general, ere convinced that the Soviet
people are aleo cppressed ty their mlers. Peopls, no doubt, are
desirous of xwxt ridding thessalves from their cppressive rules, but
those rmlers hawe very mell doveloped m ethods mf and meanr at t heir

el nomal to orush any attempt at overthrosing, of trumsorming, thelr regime.
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#If Russia had frees elections, in my opinion, there will come a
period of trmnsition mmtil they can actually establish a worikdng
demoarscy, Completely f[reve elections would be bheld only aftar this
periad of tmapaition of twilight -~ democreoy wounld actumlly lemd to
A penuine democratic em.

Pihen respondent is told that this is not the polnt of the question,
end 1t explains that this is & theoretieal question, presupposing ideal
comiltions, he amplifies hls statemaent by sayingjg

®" Iam persuaded that the ssjority of the Husslan people wonld vots
for a democratic form of governmant.”

Asked about the top leaders of Hussia, respondant says:

"They are tho most powerful membesrs of the new clees, which is the
product of every communist society. In order to get to such a high
position, the parson has to be completaly divarced from amy womal
considerations tr feelings and has to bs & person obsessed Ly craving
for abaclute power. Their craving must be 0 great that they rathsy
assume the role of subservient lackeys just to get to the desired
mtriﬂﬂn

"Their aims are deternined bylensnist~Stalinist ideclogy which olsarly

pranounces the ﬂtiﬂagw communisfis revolutionising the sntire
world and estatlishing oo ovar the sarth.

*These leaders completely disregard the humane aspects of 1lifa. They

in fact, dietort reality in thelr minds, and if they ars confronted with
reality with its hard fucts of 1life, thay escaps in thair minds from them,
into their own theoriss of ddeiamiex commnist ldeclogy, and they

oan’t even - aore stubbormly = stick to the idologioml precepts. Their
faxnecdx strength is their cbsession with power - their power, ambitions,
peam to surpess any othar besioc humen driving ferces.

"The Hungarisn top-leadars are a pattern to the Sovist top-leaders. They
elso derive their principles from communist ideology - their wey of life,
their thiniking provesses are tisd to the aprop-etring of their Noscow
models, anpd thay are also escaping {rom the realities of 1ifs into the
artificlally created mental castles of ideclogy ~just as the Soviet
laadars."




#The tsm moet popular country in Hungary was Poland and Yagoslavia
was second. Bast Cermany s a third, and then Rowminia, Bulparia and
@t the very end, Csteckoslovakia. The predilictions are directed to
the peonles and not tomard any governmsut and their dislikes are
directesd tomard the governments and not to the pesoples.This sequance
by the way 1o dictated in Hungarian mimls by the love of frecdoam.
Poland wao " ighly regarded afier the Fosnan riots and Fapt

after the Jerlin uprising. Tito was highly disliked but the Yugoslav
people who sumepged to maintain a relative indepsndance from Soviet
Colonthldsm was gpprecisted, but evem Tito was regarded suparior to
the Hungarian Communist leadars.

"] had no comtact with Bulgaria and C eckoeloveka in the Last few ywarsl

This is respondent’s sstimate of the elootions of East Suropean

countrisns

"Every nation in Esstern Surope would reject communism, s nd would win
landsl ide viotories over communist candidates if a genuinely free slection
oould be held. The largest percentags of those going to commmiste would
be in Csszeckoslevakia and in Bulgaris becsuse 1lu these two countries,
there is dafinitely some sympathy for the Sovie'! Unicn. On the ona hand,
g0, but on the other hand it kb is motivated also Ly their fear of the
Germans . "

Asked about the standards of living, in Sest Wﬂ'j‘!,
respondent give t 1s sequence: “Osechoslovakia, » Poland,
Homanis, Bulgaria .

¢ "Pplish and Humgarian events had an dmense mutusgl sffeoct
upon each other. The mutval effect particularly becams strong after the
events in Pozman. The Hupgrrian people looked with great adaixstion and
appreciation up to the Folish people after thelir demonstration of
love for freedom. AllL the more, since according to Hun arian traditiom
the Polish hsve always besen regarded as freedom-loving people. For awhile
we Hungarians thought that we could not gtand up in 2 bold action ageinst
Comuunist oppreseion, and thus the Poles were gemninely admired.

"Apparently the Folish psople drev their conclusions [roa the experisnces
made st Poznun. The Polish seoret police slded w th Bomilla in the
subeequent development. It was the Follish secret police iSself that
requasted its cetentatious etanding in order to lessen the violent hatred
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of ths FPolish peopls. It was the Polish secret police who hlocked
the streets of Warsaw and was ready xk to shoot 1t out with the Soviet
Army of Rokoewowaki.

"The Polish changes mads a profound ifmpression upon thes Hungarian
people and were instrumental in the feot that Hungary developed

and whenoe cams to an explosicn. Hungarian changes have stopred at

& transition phase which with the help of the Premiership of Inre Fagr
and by tha introductiocn of gradual changes had the Hungarian leaders
oot been so blind as to proveke the ire of the populatiom.

"It wae the role of the Soviet arsy inm crushing the Hungarian revalution

that frightepsd the Polish people from taking the sams courss of mtion.

mnnd less thedir revoluticm would also be tramsnorted into a
bath®,

"This basic fact determines the policies of Comulka. In sy opiniom,
Gomulks is a Comnunist whe, however, wante to establish an independent
communist system in Poland, He, however, has recognized that he cannct
oount on the West for help, nor can he think of a faversble attitude
oo the part of the Soviets. This realisation hagpers OGomulica from
orward with his actions. He is afraid of & bloody revelution,

be clearly resliced that the West wonld bet Poland down just
and it led down Hunpary, and he is realistic enocugh to see that tho
Soviot Union would subjugate Fland more. His attitude is also influoenced
bty the problem that exists in the matter of theOder~lleisse border batween

Poland and Carmeny.

"It was only in connecticn with the Poszoan ridds that mm I took

cognisence of the relexations in Polamd. It was mainly in Polish rewsrapers
that wa learned what waes going in Polepd. The ....friters assn. matched
vary carefully the Polieh prees organs. Through a frispd of mirs, I also
learned about the visits of & Polish cultural organitation, and 4t was
through this delegation that I learnsd of & freer and more national

way of thinking in Poland timt later was prevalent in Hungary. ®cst
Hungarians = I think most all- Jmew of Foland after the Posman ribts.



41-M
Hift VI /1L4

"I learned oply later that the Farty leadership and withih the
sesssMriters Asan. had bad knowledge even befors ths Pupan riots
of the Polish "Thaw". Put from the sunmsr of 1956, both from the
IRODALNT UJSACG and HETFOI HIHLAP started publishing more and more
items referring to Poland. It wes alse the IRODALMI UJSAO whoee
pages read of the Ggech Writers Congrsas - or convention, which
took place in the summer of 1956, and also in a freer atmoaphere.
We learnad that there were Csech writers who had been milenced for
over & decade and now had a chamoe te spsak again. "

Asked what he would have preferred the Hungarian rewvolution to take
& path along the Polish limea, he answered:

"It is very difficult to anewer this question. I think the Hungarian
would have remained victorisus if had the free world taken s firm
stamd; 1f it bad not wavered; Af Fres. Elsenhower would not have
announced that he never encouraged people to riee against great odds
taking & determined stand in support of the Hungarian revolution w
bave saved the success of the first phase of tha rovolution, and that
would have etarted mmiestimebly significance developmants all o er the
region of Sestern Surope. 1 am persuaded that this is so because

on October 3lst, Moscow Declaration was not only a trick - it was not
only humbug, but it reprssented a4 s tep made by the Sovist Hpion in
despeir and it reflected their stand which was ready to reccncils
iteelf to the fact.¥exk PFartioularly lest the msesep in Engt German
would rise. Howgver, it was not prepared for faoing snd sup orting such
changes snd since 1t was not prepared but onmly fer this reason, far no
other weascn, by iteelf may I say that I wish now in #x retrospect
because of lack of support coming from the free world, I would have
preferred if the Hungarisn developmenta had taken place along Polish
ilines. All the more, becmuse if both Poland and Hungary had taken the
sams puth, thay could mutuwally have supported each othsrs deweloomenta.
But it is worth consideration whether the stupendous significance of
the Hungarian revolution in the developmenée of the entire world would
not t» missed now 4if it had not talen phide. I think that the time will
come when History will register the fact that the failure of world~

compuniem started with the Hungariean mgoctsdwmpodxdx revolution of 1956%

E!mm Asked about Tite, respondent saids ™ I don't consider him
origirator of Mational ~@mmnism. We find in Yugoelavia @ very curious
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mixture of various countries in Hastern Burope. Whagodt could be
termed "Independent Communism®, or perhaps we could name 1%
Commaism, or socialism, or rather but "Geyfrilla Ruls"

puring the fights oarried out by gorrillas hgainst the Cermen
ocoupation foree in Yugoslavis, the Oorilla leadership of Tite
assumed such an important role that thay were abls to man all of
the higher position= all the key positicns~ in national life, on
the mationsl as wall as on the local level, a nd they were

to establish a class recruited from the former gorillas, Thus we
many speak of a Gorille-claes rule in Tugoslavia.

*I‘n not inclined to coapars Tito's system with that of Comulka or

with the 1953 Hupgarien situation. ‘hile in those countriss, in 1953
Hongary,in 1956 Foland, demcoratic forces ooming firam below pushed
developments imks towards democracy. In Tito's Yugodlavia, the situation
hew petrified apd the new aristcoracy holds everything in its hands.
Internstionelly speaking, Tito handled things akillfully. He wemmged

to cut himmelf locae froxthe Soviet bloc and this is wiyy Ao han been
able te assums a2 powerful position on the intermational scemns in
Eureps as well as in the world. He has assumed the role by far exoceeding
his s ctusl weight and importancs and the more the Bapt and the West
pulled asunder, the more powerful Tito's position becams."

Speaking of Tito's relations with other countries, respendent sayss
*Tito has memaged to taks unfair advantags of the West by coploakkdag
extorting economic aid and all kinds of farms of sasistance. Latar he
d1d the same to the Hast. “e extorted substantial evonomic sdvantsges
from the Soviet Unlon,

"Apparently he does not want to change his position and his policies
because this In-tetween position gives him the greatest possilbls
sdvantage he cen take of the West as well as of the East,

"Bowt on maintaining hie own power on the internatiomal scere zs well,

ap Oon the maticmal soene, the kindef bshaviour Tito displayed tosard the
Weat and tomard Hussia charecterised his a ttitude aleo tosard Hungary.
While the breech betwesn the Soviet Unicn and between Yogoslavia wes

in the forefront of @ vents, Moscow regarded Rakoel as a reliable, and

his regime ss an advanced patrol in the fight with Tito. Tito remembered
tals woll when & reconciliation with the Soviet Union wees achieved and this
is why he demanded that [akosl must go as a price for coopsration with

the Sovist Union. Thus Tito greatly contributed to Pakosi's fall.
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The sotion vas adtmlly taken by Molotov and Kaganovich. This was

at the time when Bllganim -8 In Endland but before Hakosl wme

setually dlenissed there was some complicstion, while namely, Bulganin
and Jawaw [hruschef was ln“l.undmmd:lolumwdllﬂ'ri:h
arote letters to the party lsadsrshirs of the satbllite countries to
the affeot that they ehoulld not trust Tite end that the Seviet

Gadons recomciliation with Tite 1s not genuime but only a tactical
manoevering. 1 heard from friends in the oppositiom of the Communist
Party and in the Writer's Aesm. that ~ I learned this from them through
conpactions astablished in Patofi
story went on, learned about the acti
Poliah sourcss and ha protasted very vigoroosly to Mosconm and it was
then that Mikoyan was sant first to Budapest and then te Bulgrede

and wo might eay, carrisd the head of Rzkosi on a platas This was

done to convimne Tito that the conoiliation with him was genuine.
Tito, bowever, wes not eo moch omcerzed with actusl internal develop~
monta in Fungary as he was concermed with establishing rew and
reputeble releticne with the Soviet Unlon and this is why he, although
bhe had contact with Imre Nagy was sl 1 ready to drop him and was

ready to drop the associstes was ready to enter into
agrosnent mith Wu&-q t thase two plogmedwcx

payed 3 vist te Tite right befors the revolution. The main resson

why Tito was resdy into pgreemsnt with Gere and Hegedus was that Imre
¥Magy was reluctant to acknonledge the tremandous obligaticos Tito
demanded from Hungary. lare Magy was reluctant to sign an agresmant
with Tite fulfilling his demends at a terrific amount of reparstion

to be paid by Hungery. Oero and Hegodus were willing to pay any smount
repars tions bscause they did not ciire gbout the condition of the Hupgary
people. These latter wers ready to pay $85,000,000 dollars (Eighty-five

millicn) reparations to Yugoslavis. hpu:é:m
wkidoRtia

werg in agreement with Tite echleved and msds and conosded and
this ie how it wes understandable that ha delivered that provdkative
speech on the radic in the evening of Ootober 23rd. Usro falt after
this, fear of Tito was gone, and that he was well in the saddle and
that this Is why be did pot minoe words when he delivered that spesk..
89 intrumsental in bringing about the r evolution.

:
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" Tito retalmed his double talk during the revelution as well =s
aftervards, Ho regarded the Hungarisn revolution with utter jJealousy
because he femred lest the Hunmgarian revolution would be victarious,
his position, his and exceptional position in the world would
ba over for good. e was afreid that the signifioant he holda now
becsuse he is in between, would have been aswumed by Hungary had
the revolution been victorisas., In conclusion, I may say, that Tite
is » turnpeoat and will remain 90 because that is his only chance to
play & role he likes to play."

Asiced about Titoists in other satellite nations, respondent answeral

"There wers mnmuhuﬂﬁﬂtnmnrthlmrtﬂﬂfm

far as I knows Lt wars rather the eagerness of the lemders of

g!.un to disposs all elsmemta who could go eventuslly on ﬂ:;
had

to taken, vhich brought about the conspiracy tiradea
and Hajk,."

Asked about Tito's popularity, rsspondent answereds

"Tito .'I.:pa;nhrmﬂ.rinthld.nl" of the new ¢lass of forwsr
carverists, and that he is ss detested 2pd hated Ly t e dommon pecple

as usual 'lit-h coomuniet legders in other countries where they are rulese.

the Soviet
path
Slanaky

"Ihe economy of Yugoslavias has not reached the lavel of mwe-revolutiopary
Bupgary...not aven in spite of tremendous economic gids it received from
atfeod bocauss of the internal structure of the Iugoslav shate.

Bhen we firast lesermed sbout this inl352, when Hungarian athletes went

to eports svents in Yuguslavia, we were greatly surprised. We bad thooght
before that Yufgoelavia maneged with Western help to achisve a much better
standard of living. Appurently, Titeisam is just as much of a prison as
eomunisa in other countriss with the only differsnce that Tito at the
st time triss om the intsrpational soens to play a role of a turn—coad

with supreme cumming.
E. The Widdlo Essts

*"T have a cdeveastating opinion of the Anglo—French invasion of @
Thie pnrobably iz uderstandsble becauss that tremendcously influanced
the dev:lopment of the Hungarian situation. The moment the newe of this
invasiocn arrived in Bungary, we grew desperats and bitter, bocausa we
knew the Soviet Upion would ase this fact for finding an eaxouse for
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repsatsd interference in Hungary's mattars. This determined our

gtand in this matter in Hungary. e condemed and bitterly rencunced
the Anglo—Frence invasion and although we ware sware that Kgypt had
talen steps conflioting with intermaticmal right, atill I think, and
all of my friends and assogiates think, that the answor was not this
brutal invesion. We couldn t help thinking that this irmasion which
apparently hed been in preparation Before, picked ita tims to godnolde
with t he Hungary stiuation, taking advantage of the fact that the Soviet
Union was tisd down in Hungary,and this is why they thought they had a
good chance for winning it - the invasion,"

Askmd about Egypt, respondent sayss "In my opinion, Egypt had no right

to mutionalise ths camal. It cught to have honored his cbligations

under the interpationel agreement. Egypt's demands ought to bave been
settled 4n an intermation megotiation. 1t 1s my personal conviction that
all such pessage ways, ocanals - should be put under intarmmtional control,
and that wham the UN police forde should wmatoh over these. It would be
Justifisd to give most of the revenus to the nation through whose area
the intermational passageway is out."

P ¥ast Osymppnys

*The living standard of West Ugrmeny is extremely high. Since 1951,

the Germans have sanaged to build up & prosperous economy. Their
prosperity is now on per with England and ¥rance and perhaps evem a

atep ahesd of those. Ferhape it is due to the fact that in the meantimm
they did not have to arm; they did not have to conduet colondal wars;
their economy was not tisd down, and every talent and energy and resource
could be need for building up & prospercus sconomy. Another advantage was,
that, since most of their industry wan or had bewen bombed out, they now
installsd the most modern machinery in thelr plants and thus are able

to produce at minimom cost-™
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Pihen responcent is iold that the Oermans gre Mg dangerous and may
start ancther war, he snrmerya in the following words: _

"In my opinion, the Oermans are not dangerous; not even if they fully
re-arn, & hoy wouldn't start ancther war, The situation which existed
befare the two worl wars (between the two world wars) w culd never
returns, The posaibility of tecoming independent great powers disappedred
for Gormany as well sa for Prance and for Britain. Farticularly if the
econonic and the politicel undfication of these countrisa progresses
at & pace a8 it has progressed in the last few years, and if the
idea of & United Burope will gain ground, as it has been gaining ground
in the last few yware, I think the ides of a Unitsd Gtates of Burope
ia becoming stronger in vouth and one has not to fear the Germans any

longer."

Spesking of Mest German strength, respondent sayss "The West Osrman
Army is much wesker than that of Britain, or even that of Framnce,
beocanse they have not much existing yat but the framswork. The term
of gorvies 1s, 1T I am instryoted well, one ysar.®

Comparing the Usrwah end the Hussian occupation forces, respondent

saysi

*I found Russian oocupatiom forces mores distasteful, in spite of the
fact that I had risked for a considerable time, again and again, to
fight the Serman occcupetion arsy in the Armed ﬁn-:l.ntanu- Movemant.

You know vary well what risky taaks ws shouldered juet bascauss we wanted
to rid the country of oppression the Usrman occupation army meant.

¥ou were with us wheén we prepared for saving the Dapube hridges from
being blown up by the Gerpans. S5till, I would say that the Sussien

amy vas sven worse than the hscteooarsgxheszzasx German ammy because
the Ygrmans wore disciplimed and there wes much less individusl bautality
bban on the side of the Hussians.

"This was not only my opinion, but the Zusclsn ocenpation force was
moh more unpopular in Hungary than the Oerman.”

G, Westerp Yuroves Spesking of HATO, respondemt says:

“The MATO mas formed to defend the VWest from aggression of the

2ovhet Union, and ite entire charactar is sffective &nd not aggres-iwe
and therefore it camot be compared with the Warsaw fjodnd it consiste
of free nations whereas tha Warssw Paot 1s a tool for the Soviet Union
for its aggressive designs.

Asked about the fritish Lnbor Farty, respondent says:
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"Esgentially it is a liberal party in which you will find very
different eloments. They comider darxism #far as the foundation for
their soclal and economic ideoclogy but it represents the refarmist
tranda of Marxism. "

Asked sbout the West suropean socialist parties, respondent sayet

The Wastern Huropesan soola'ist partiess are actually not om the basis

of historical materialisn. They refer only to their Warxist foundations
but sotual strive te realiss democratio-sccilaliem. They sre not
favorably inclimed to acocpt communism, but at the seme time it is tiuve
that Communist propoganin tries to nse those ealements in the parties
are loft-wings. On the other hand, Commmism is anxicus to place peopls
who foment disoomtent and influence the policies of thoss soolalist
parties. Right now, by the way, in their midet they consider the
sooialist parties their moet dengerous snomsles because they know

that the Socialists with their radiceliam are apt to taks out the wind
from the Commmnist saile, "

Asked about the living standard in various countriss, this is
respondent s 11sting AR SEEERERENN
Grost Britain, West Germmny, Italy, Greece, Egypt and the Soviet Union.

U B

Asked what surprised him wost, respondent answars:
"The high degree of tethnioanl xiwkicheckiss oulture; the well-ordered
reletions in soonomy and the tremendous rete of speed of life."

Speaking of the present policy of the USA toward mations of Esstern
Burope, respondent sayms

"In m opinion, the United States should change their pol toward
the Enstern Europesn Countries. It ought to have a concept based on
ite morel comvictions and om ite professed principles..so that Af an
Hungarisan type revelution would break out, tha (SA should not be caught
as unéware and aa unpreparsd in the ocase of the Hungarian revelution.
At the sama time, 1t should help those forces whisoh drive tha Eastern
Europsan countriss toward gredual liberalisation. Thus, the Polish
government should be helped in ita trying to cut its ties with Moscow
even more, and to establish an independent way of coxducting policien.
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wIn fact, svery effart at gaining more freedom, more independence
and more semblance of damooracy should be vigorouely supported.

%So far as Hungary i2 concermed, the United States should do its
utmost to keop the issus of Hungary mlways on the conference table

at evary internatiomal negotiation. The USA should treat a doctrine
concerning Hungary, similar to that concerning the iiddls Esat, which
eould be identical with the opiniom of iacdfllan as he revealed in a
dsclaretion in the form of a letter replying to Bulganin. The essence
of that declaration was that no frisndship with the Sovist Union
gould bs epoken of until the Hungerisn situstion is solved in some

"y opinicn hes not gone under Any changss since my arrivel in the
Unlited Ststan."

Asked furthe» about the American government's relations with the
present govermmsnt of Hungary, respondent sayst

"The United Btatas have a right to deal with the matter of Hungary
-it's origimal basis is the te Agresment- & contract which the
Sovist Union has broken on meny polnts, again end again. The sams is
trus about the Humgarlan Feaos Treaty which the Soviet Union has not
honored in amyway, which however, should be binding for the USA and

for the other countries which signed it to mysanrxihs apply pressure
upon the ovist Ugmlon that it should homor its obligations for allowing
the Hungarian nation to work out its destiny independantly.,

"Sammarily, I might say that there ought to be 2 concept reslizing
that the Hungarian nmation wheih has shown its love of freedom and
inderendence and ite dedication to achleve freedom and independence

on three solemnd occssions ~ &t the elections of 19453 st the elections
of 1947 and in the Hungarian revolution of 1956. This netion, alons

of ths other “astemn Hurcpean nations has demonstratadd ¥ ite
dedication to demcoreoy in three such equivocsl waye ashould supported
in gaining ites freedom becaus 1t could be the key of solving the
problems of the entire ares,
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"in all dealings with Rungary ae well as with the othsr bastern
Burcpean natlons, it should always be kept in mind that the nost
important is %o support the people and not the rulers, Every
suprort should s given to the people a0 that the®r resistance
can be gads stronger.”

Asked about Westerp visittrs in Hungary, respondant eays?

*The Aongarians would like to see as meny Western visitors in their
country as possible because they would like Western visitors to get
familiar with Hungsry. They dislike the visitors who visit only the
official forums of the country - the authorities and go to svwents
which are arranged by the muthorities. Such visiters are apt to go
back %o the Wast and teo publish articles and deliver apseotches that
all is well in Hungary. The Communist technicues are well-daveloped
to gover up every wound and to show the coumtry in a good 1light.
Feople are particularly bitter amd despermte about Westerm visitors
who go to plants and singls out workers asking for thalir opinions.
As & matter of course such workers cannot answer anything slse but
what they are ordered to, because they risk their life and the lives
of thair mexsxex loved omes if they even give an ambiguous answer.
¥o responsible persom can risk the lives of hia loved ones for just
giving opinions to Western visitors.”

Asiced what the visitor should be told about Hungary before going,
repordent sayat " They ocught to be taold how thay can recognize
Gommunist propogands; how Rhey can mnage to see things for themsslves;
and ia other words, how they can malke themselves independent froam
Communist guldance.”

Speaking of Western booke and periodicals, respondent saye:

"] think Hungarisns &n Hungary would like wery much to resd Western

gu-lnd:l.nlt and booek = maything in that line would be of amuch valus
or them.”

dentioning that Hungarian exiles could be assoclated with such
nctivities, respontent says:"1t would mean only goed if Aungarian
exiles could do something in this and other sress as well."
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¥hen the Marshall Flan is brought up, respondent says:

nThe United States extended the Mareball Flam sid to asslst
Western Eurcpe. Thedead aconosty of Western Europs which suffered
disas‘rove blowa during the second World ¥War was to te revived.
This was the way its economic blbedstream was started: The Marshall
Flan, in fact, betame the tasis for West Burope's sconomy and
prosparity, and S wes greetly inatrumental in helping Western
Europe to face the aspirations of t he Soviet Union wilth ocalm and
eonfidence; “ad the USA not extanded aid to Westemrmn Europe in

that sass Western Curope could have fallsn prey te the conguest of
Bolphavism- The motives I aseribe to the USA are clsarly prencunced
in what 1 have said so far."

Asked why America fought in Horea, respondent baye?

"] am profoundly perauaded that it wes the Kores war which prevented
the Sovist Union from lsunching mowe simlilar local wars. Ihe Soviet
Union had & plan to gain ground locally by sush ware. The Korean
Har dacided not only the fxhs destiny Mk of Sonth Korea, but it
bscame an important factor im world politics. *t was & serious and
very well-worded apewer, or »arning, to the Soviet Union that ite
sgredsive donigns will be met by determined action.”

ds The United Natiopss

king of the United Nations, respondent sayss
" UH unfortunstely has not justified the hopee atitached to it in
people 's minds. Its founders imoluded the right to veto deolsions
ard the Soviet Union used its vato taking very unfair sdvantags of ita
privilegs. This has parelysed the UN and made it imnotent. The UM
is affective only in areas that are outside of the sphers of inderest
of the Soviet bloc. A United Matioms is complestaly powerlesse in isaues
which arise within the Soviet ecale of influsnce. There might however be
sitoation that arise, such as the Hungarian revoluticn waen the UN could
do sowething wholesome, but the UN futally missed a great historical
opportunity in connection with Hungarian revolution. ¥hile in the Sues
orisis, the Seowrity Council was ocallsd into sesslon within hours and they
toock a wvigorous and sapidly forthcoming actlion.in the Bungarian qusstions
omissions dnd delays lollowed one another which in the hours of
decision emboldaned thesm Soviet Union to interfere ms it wished te.
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"In the oritical hours at the end of Dot. and in the begiming

Nov. in 1956, the UR ocught to have taken the same sction as 1t

did in thnﬂuturh!.l but aven with more vigor and emphasis as
H-nmm-ﬁﬂuﬂ-tMnuinﬁummlﬂmnih domuin - under

its control. Unfortunately, the very favorabls historiesl mogent

passed and it hes become highly questiopable whether the UN dould

do somothing cctbimtest affoctive for Hungary's freedom and independenoce.
But thare 1z ons thing the nited NMations could do, and should do by
all means. It has to keep the Hungarisn problem on ths purfBos; put

it on its agends whenever possible and it should frustrets the diplomatic
moves and endes of the Sovist Unlon whioh are aimed at drosnding the
Hangarian revolution, mot only as they did the last yesr, but aleo

in mkimx pilence mockimgouitd on the diplomatic stens. I hope thet if
the Hungariar question iz kept on the agendf, in this world of
oressures and temnsions, the Soviet ﬂﬂm‘ﬂihfm, gooper or
later, to grant concessions."

ﬂ.



A1-4
HLR XVII /125

KNONLEDGE OF AND ATTITUDES TOVAKD SELECTED PEHSOBALITIES

"It is very difficult to answer this qusetion. One could name

soveral peraoms qualifisd for this title. If I am restricted to
neming but oge, 1 would perhaps chose Uyula Illyes, who in years
of ruvthless oppressiom was abls to preseat with supreme skill
events in the history of Hungary in his drasmss; Events and detaile
that inspired the Hungacian people to couragejto perseverance; to
humaps attitudes even undar the most difficalt ciroumstances; to
honesty and decencyj to clinging to indespendence and freedom."

B, Persops ip World Aflairss

a) lsre Magv: "He is the type of the meditating Hungarimn, who

acts according to his omn conscience and convietion and 1s reluotant
to foroe his mind or his conscience. He was young when he joined
Communism; lived for over 20 years in the Soviet Union and returned
only in 19443 in epite of the long period of time he aspant iway from
HEungary, he did not cut hiee motional or intellectual %ies to the
nation. He preserved his humen dignity under all eircumstances, and
aside from his communist conviction, he was amxiously sesking wayes out
of the difficultiss, and he was not bent om building up his own pomer
but to serve tha best interests of his nkéion. So far as his political
views are concerned, I always vigorously and completely oppesed them and
will continue to oppose them but his homesty is ongquestiomable. In the
case of an eventual liberalization in Hungary, his significance is
surpassing that of any cne ales."

b) Csrdipal dindsgzenty: "He is the hero of Chruch redistance who

g5 & consequence of the way he haed been brought up, and as a4 consoquence
of his entire education preserved a conservative and somewhet reactionary
social and economic views at the end of the fortiss. He, however, becams
the martyr of the Hungarian psople - a martyr of his principles and

his convictiona.”

o) lgaglo Rajks"he was the type of the Commu ist, anxious tc grab power,
who, however, was nol sc far removed from realitiss of Hungarian life

a8 was Hakosi, but he complately adopted the morals of the Communists.
He fall into the pit he had dug for othere; he adhersd to the principle
that the enda justify the means and the same principle caused his death.”
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d) Erpe Oprg: "Together with Rakoei, he ia ths type of Soviet
leader who 1 in power. Nothing else mattars to him btut to
possess and wisld power and to increase the powar of the Soviet
world, In the intercsts of these aims, he is willing and eager
to do apything. He is ssalous, ruthless, bold, relentless ia
parsuing his aims."

e) depos Neder: "He is the type of wavering persons with a weak
besckbone, who can be bent bty both physical and peychologloal means.
He can be intimidated and under pressure hs camnot stand up."

£) 1"he i 8 person with good will and honest

2% & DArHOn. in smbitious and unfortumntely lacke politicsl insight
and wisdom and his good intentions are often mislad inteo miking mistakes
in situations end judgments. He is wery intslligent and smmcdenorsscerwset
wekhoounogoenikx 1a reasomable.

1"3be is an honebt person of good will who is eager
to serve her nation and her mation's freedom, whose heslth was
undermined by her yesars spent in Communist prison; her vision and
commept 1s not great enough, but her integrity is unquestiomeble.”

h) Presjdent Eigephowsrs " He ie a popular Leader with & jovial
mammer but his vieion 1z unfortunstely oarrow, end he is a soldier
with not enough determination end courage.”

1) i"He is nn spervated rersom with greet
lack of detarminmtion but an excellent diplommt of his own persorel cause.”

3) _Ea{."al "He is & very smart lawyer without the necessary historical
education and knowlsdge."

k) Bdens " Only Churchill made him great. While he was next to Churchill
he shared his significence. ¥hen Churchill disappesred from the scene,
Eden bocame dull and ineignificent and he aleo disappeared.”

1) Irwmsns "He is a peracn with not enough wide vision but with a great
integrity and with determinstion and ccursge. If he had been elected
PFresident in 1952, world politics would have taken a diffarepct course.”
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3 !n%gt "Ha is & burn-coat cameslian type of communist lasader; so
far ho always seas in time which side he ought to take.

Behrn:"He is & great leader of his paople in a period of crisie and
turszoils but with the passivity and patience of the Uriental mindj he
eammot become a lsader of world significance.”

C i " He was not able to break with the
goxrupt cless aml he lost and Emplire."

Ferepe Nagy: "

§ " On= of the greatest American Presidents. In domsatio
policies he was a glant. Ip world politica hés role was unfavorably
influance by his competition with Churchill and the lack of historical
sanse and herizon,"

Chancellor Adepauer: "He is the outstanding figure in world politicas,
among the statasmen of Hurope of the '508."

5 t"A dictator who wae obsesssed by self-edoration and pomer-crasa.

mas responsible for creating the most ruthless gyetsm of power '
in world history, and the creator of themathods of maintaining that -
most ruthlsss power.”

Salepkows "He is a emart person but oo mach of a comprimisor and
opportunist who lacks ths boldnesz to be a dictatar, After Stalin a
death, he wes the only psreson who might have directad Soviet politics
into & good direction. That was impossible for him in the midet of

power-mad persons.”

F t" He ia & good soldier, a smart dictator, but
a dictator with all the short comings and fanlts of dictators."

Bgvans™ A person serioualy seeking e synthesis but ls not equal to
the task that be shouldered. His skill 1s greater than he."

3 "He is & foxy Ukrainian pesssnt; a great technician and
good psychologist who max sspired to become a dictator,®

Titos" Afoxy-miciiies mmoossakmoecrssrssooct toorkieroe person with
supreme skill who has no morsl fmx primciples and hardly amy rrinciples at all

Beront "As & dictator he rosembles Franko, and in adtiition ho is corrupt.”



L1 -
HLR, XVII /128

"is is also one of those who are cbsessed by the lewe of
powers Nith the foxiness of a Huassl an sushilk.®

¢ "Compared to /demaner, his intsllectual abilities are
.not as great as his, but he 1s en homest person.”

amg],l " Tha greateat politicsl personality of the Trantisth
ntury but at presemt, he is perhaps senils.”
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ATTITUDES TOWAKD KXIL-§ AMD EXILE ACTIVITIES
Charsoterization of esganees:

"There were various reaaon® which »rompted people to follow the
avenue of escaps. As a matter of course thare are very different
types of people among two hundred thousand. There wer= persona
amoeng them who had never dreamsd of m chance to go to tha Weet,
tut sctually -had been longing to do so. Some amomg them had
members of their families in the West who had fmuix left Hungary,
fleeing the Bazi's or fleeing the impending rule of the Communists,
or just the strict justice of the twilight years of democracy-
Others simply left Hungary because they had longed for the West as
a place in which they can make £n sasy and good living. Most of
these had left before Nov. 4. The wers not interested in the
victory of the revolution, but they were anxious to get out of

» Most among those who escaped after Nov, 4, were driven
by fear, and Imgeocoomeednoedpocbendyrvkisxt attmotad by
the fancination of the Western world. About twenty-five percemt
of them I would estimete were persons who had to escape anyway
and the othors either thought they had to escaps, o just sim
could not stand eny longer the tremendous pressure of terror and want.
A consldarable number of these returned from Austria end from
Yugoslavia because of the tad conditions in the cawns, and becauss
of the hopelessness of their getting re-settled in a satisfactory way.
Retumning to Hungary would be assumed Ly a larger number 1f they
would not Hear for their lives. Politically as well &s morally, the
mos b valuable group ecnsista of those who actively perticipsted
in the revolutlon. Most of them are unfortunately still in campe,
end in largest sumbers in Tugoslavia and in Austria. They left Hungary
reluctantly and only the obviouspess of their Lmpending and possibly
fatal persectuiion and their former experiences in prisons and in
internment and in slave lebor campe forced and compdled them to escape.
Many of those who fall into this category stayed at homwe - in pert
bacaus ‘they hoped that the situation would not change so much to
the worse as it did; they hoped that the terror of the regime of iakosi
would not return ard that they could keep their freedom even though
faving Ceprivations or even brief terms mijw m=f jail. They could not
cut. themselves loose {rom their families, their homee, their frisnds,
othars wantad Lo escaps but there was ome or another auotng their loved
onas ywho could not jmxtx go through the diffculties of escape and thay
didn t want to leave thoss loved ones behind."
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In the long mregraph above, respondant already has anawered the
question of who stayed behind and why as well as the origfnal question.

"Fecple in Hungary think that those who have escaped have a mission
in the world to open the eyes of people in 3ll free countries of the
world to the realities of comsunism and communism in Aungary especially.®

“"Bacause of the experience so many thousands of escapees made in the
West - if people had had this saperiencs at the tims they would have
fled, I think maengy lesa pecple would have actually left Fungary.
Poople didn't even d ream of sncountering such terrific diffioulties
in firding work snd homee snd work compensurate to their training
and sxpart nowledge Iin countries of the fres West.

Buiddle Orgonizations snd Irdividoalss

"l was well=informed of the asotivitiss of the exlle organisaticans and
individusls who had fled to the West. 1 have the fesling that most
people vare informed aboul the organivations and the exile leaders.
Everybody evalunted the work of thesa sccording to his politieal
orientation. Aartioulsrly the exiles who emerged in our democracy
which wa found in 1945 and which mas suppressad by the occupation fores
of the Soviet Umion and under 1ts winge bw the Hungarian Communist
Partics; police spparstus. Ve were particularly interasted in those
exilee vho wera forced te fles Hungary under just thoss oppressive
measures I was referring toy I knew of the Hungarian Commeil, I
eriticized the Fetiomal Council it mixed itself up with exiles of

the Horthy regime. I thdught that thay should not have amalgamated
with those but should have sought anothsr form of cooperation. I

can see their point which was to gather all forces amd fooctions

to be able to extend ns much halp te the peorle in Hungary as posaible.
Ceperslly spealdng they over estimstad the chances of the exiles,

and they exaggerasted the possibilitiss of the organization ss well

as of certain individuale. Thinicdng that they could influence
interrational politics mosw than they actually could.

"Since I am actively marticipating my=elf in shaping the policlee

of the sxiles of today and of the Hatiornsl Hepresentation of Free
Hungary, 1 maturslly have besm in contact with the exile crganizstions
and individwals einoe lezving Humgary.
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"In my opinion, the exilss and exile crganisstions - among them

the Hungarisn Netiomal Council - separated themselves from the
reality in Hungary. Every section and faction of the exiles maturally
presarved the picture of the state of the country in which it was
vhen they had left, and there commositivn also reflected the
compesition of the political lsadership of the coumtry at that stage.
Exteptions are only individuals, end smmll groups who were smxious

tc map in close contact with the realities. At hose, in Hungary

to ‘mep abtreast 5f the developments,to evaluate them according to
thelir convictiona. These were parsonally able to do most in working
in the interest of the Hungarisn devalopments because they realistically
followed those historieal ,social ,economical and itieal changes
which were brought about in the country proper: pe did not
consider political trickery - the role of the Fstafi Circle - ard

the itellactual revolution of the writers, but censidered these

and similar developments neturel conssmences of thexosgoows

#00isl pressures that emamated from the deadly struggle in which
Hungarian society was involved under Communiet eppresaion. 1

expacted and missed that the entirely of the exils leadership would
identify itself with the Hungarian revclution and take & very firm
and unequivicgl vocal etapd in its supports In our view, the Hungarian
Netional Council should have made & solean declaraticn, anncuncing
its resignation and dispersal. It should have dons so, pointing to
the fact thet & free govormment was organizded in Hungary and of fared
ite porvices to that fros government., int he days of the victary of
the revolution. This would have beem outatanding political step, and
at tho same tim, they ought to have branded the delayed tactics of
Sestern politice which were not promnt in recogndsdng the government
ef ths revolution.”

ACEN: Eithsr personslly or from friends, I heard seversl times that
Radio Free Hurope talked about the Assembly of Captive Europe Mations,
and 1 heard of several meetings of theirs, omce inm N.Y., once in

Strows barg and in other cities, I alsp heard of their declarations

and I thought very much of such an organization. Sinoe I have been

in exlls myself, I have bacoms cloeer acquminted with this orgenization
and I think very much of their work. I just wish thay had more funds

for continuing their work and they should have more ettention in the
Americsn preas and radio..much more publicity and more funds to carry on.
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Erﬁug Natioral Coupeil: T knew of the Hungarian National Council

I heard them mantionsed in the broadcasts of RFE and ths VOA and

BEC, snd we spoke with friends quite often about them, and we oons iderec
them the trus representatiom of Bungary, although we did not unierstand
their political concept tecause we saw that this organisation included
gome politicians of the era preceding the Democratic years of '45

and '46, and *47. Since I have come to this country, 1 have beea

in imnuserable negotiations together with the members of the Homgarian
Rational Council and now 1 think the eame as I did duwring the revolution,
namely that they ought ,to have resigned and declared that the governmsnt
of the rovolution is the true representation of Hungary end they ought
to have of fored their services to that government. I am terribly sorry
they did, 't and I am sven more sorry to see that they have an awful
hard tims to readjust themselves to realitiss and that they are
reluotant te see that the revolution is the all-~important historical
évent in which the Hungarian people freely and olsarly pronounced their
desires andw ishes. Thess peopls cling to their positioms of rarty
politios and live in the past;most of them trying to turn the clock
baok - at least to some extent. 1 wish they would recognise that they
ghould join in epirit tha Hungarian revolution.®

UHRK: "I knew of the existence of the MHBE in Hungary, but I did not
knom emything else about it, and wondered what it locimd like. When

1 fled to Vioone (Austriz) I learnad that this was an organization of
formar aruy officers, and that it mas headed by Censrsl SZako, I alse
learned in Vienns thst this arganisation conduoted much intelligence
work In Hungary and I heerd charges lsveled agsinst them - that their
sgente were working for both eiden. danticping this fact dosa not mean
that T identify myself with these charges. I have had no chance to
evaluste them. Here, in the USA, I got acquainted with several leaders
gend tembary of this organimtion and 1 found that they were all kinds
of mmople among them — some whom 1 can appreciate and sows whom I
can't appreciste.”

Libers]l Damocratio Union: "I knew only of the existence of this
organigation in Hungary and I didn't know anything elss.”

Christian Vspocratie Union:"The sams is true dbout this organization.”
Interrational Council of Free Trade Unions {n Exile: T heard from HFE

about thalr existence and work. I was happy that they laft the Weorld
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FYedaration of Uniope which was under communist influence esa I
anderetood i%. I expected that *hie intermational Fedaration

of Frea Teade Unions in exile would do a groat work and I
particularly expectad that they would liquidate the Fifth Column
with which the Communiste operate their trade unions. Then I came
to this country I got closer acquainted with this organization and
1 may sey the sams about their work as I said about the Assembly
of Captiva European Naticno,"”

W&m}_ "] heard of their existence from RFE
gnd I wae happy that t organizetion was formed and I loockad
forvard to it with grest expectations. ALl the more since I used to
be the National Chairmen of the Hungarian Peasant Union. I might add
the same as I did of the Assembly of Captive Suropean Nations,
speeiding of this organisstion as I Jmow it in the United States.”

§l=hk nion of Central spd “astern Europgd "I knew only of
their existence in Hungary. Here I learped that they are vary
actiwe and they helped ths Hungarian Socisl) Democratic Farty
both merally amd financially.”

4 "] krew of their existence froa
foreign radio brosdeasts, and when I was in prison ny wife rsceived
s gift parcel from tham, and I thought that they ware doing much
work of charity. Here in the USA, I sm scrry te smy that 1 learned
that they are under too strong right-wing influence anc I learned
that this influenmce 18 only recemt. This influence however 1s
dissstrously damaging their moral standards and their politieal
reliability. They claim to represent ope million peopls but of course
their menbership list cannot contain even a comparable number.¥ ly
rough? estimate is that there membership ix can hardly exceed &
broksn psrcentaps of whet they ¢laim to represent. They get their
funds from three Insuranve Compenies with Hungarisn background.®

latohatar:.........: T™hic wae one magaeinss of w hich I heard in
Hunga=y {rom friends that actuslly read one or two issuss of it,

and also read abont it in communist papers. I thought very highly
of them very highly et that time arnd now I have about the same
opinion beside soms ‘o0 strong sovialist influence I think that
thete standard is ons quite cluse to mey thinking and their atiitude
in democratic.



HLR XVIIT/ 134

! "Unfortunately I haven't heard
anything abtout these,"

"hile beck in Hungary, I had 2 vary good
memory of his 194445 activities. In the Mesistance dovement,
he played a daring role and in laying down the foundations to
a Hungarian demooracy in 1945 he also had & much eppreciated role.
80 whon he was in exile, I expected much of him and I was happy that
he had a lsading rele. I thought that he would follow tha 1945
political linus. Re and Fereme would make a good combination, I thought,
because Fepeno nl% had the political wisdom and Hels Varge had
a peroonality apt to win pooulsrity. “*hus I thought they would
represent the Hungarian intereets very well. Here in exile, however,
I have experfenced that his own persomal political career iz much
more ‘moortant for him than anything elss. All of his politiocal
notivities asem to be undar the affect ol his own persopal ambitions.”

Farano lggys ° While in Hungary, 1t wes Ferenc Magy whom I trusted most.
His political pest and his perronal qualifications both sersusded me
that he waa a person warthy of leading Hungarisn exile rapressntetion.
¥hen I arrived in Austris, in exile, I found that Ferenc Nagy was atle
to renlize the significance of the revolution and thet his attitude
towards it was the best. He belomge to those few exile paliticians
vho in the last ten years systematically carried out oolitical
sotivities in fevor of the Hungarian people. Above all, he eveluated
the poesibilitles for trends of asmlchrtesk of Hungarian polititics and
reached the people who were busy working with these matters. I

cont inue thinking very highly of him."

ts "While I was in Hungary, I thought that Tibor Eekhardt
Ta@ & vory talented man, but in political matters quite unscrupulous
and a politician who ia interested in his own career more than in any
thing else. fe is & real politico, It was vay back in the thirties
that his irresponsible, politicsl tricks ruined the politics based
upan peasantry. My critical opinicm of him was only strengthsned in
thess months of exila. I have found no reason to change this eritical
ptiitude tomarde him."

Paul juers"I knew of him in Hungary and that he wae conducting very
efficient and conselencious exile work in Faris, perticularly es
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a mexber cof the International Asen. of Juriats, In my experiences
in exile, I contimue thinking very highly of him, I think he doee
an sxcellent job."

E5ES Jdupe. . Rouacss "When he went into exile, I expectad much of him
in bis capacity as a writer and in his capacity es a politician.
Unfortunately I heard very little of him. I read articles writ'en
against him in Szabad Nep, the officis]l communist newspaper. In RFE
I learned about hie book and about his sctivities in the Fessant
ASSN. KExypxx Hegardless of how little 1 haard of him I sxpected mmch
of him bersuse of my peast experiences with him. Here in exile I am
still thinking that he is ons of those vho have the boest underatanding
of the socisl changea at home. He is very talented and has m conoept.
(nfortunately in his human attitude, he indulges in self-admimtion and
has become scmawhat haughty,."

Szl 4’

"Rhile I wmas in Hungary 1 heard that he vas one of the
annouf@ers of the Hungarian progream of the BEC, Since I used to lmow
him in 1945 and "46 as an unconmpromising Communist -socialiat I thougnt
hghly of him. Heze inm exile I learned that he still remmined an
honeat politieian but asw unhappily that he is too stubborn and dogmatic
in his attitods.®

Charles Peyer:™ He was an honest Social -democrmtic politician whose
horizon was not very widas but whose sttitode wes beyond reproach.”

$"Back in Hungary I never knew amything of his. Here in
exile I lsarned and in part personally saperienced, that he distributed
the good greces of the Hungarian Natiornel Council on the basis of
peraonal sympathies and saw and learned that his aympathiss went to the
members of the former aristocracy and to other members cf the upper
ten thousand of the former era.”

Miklos Kiralys /I"Hs was ome of the few of the formexr regime in whose
aoctivities J found things I could truly appreciate. His 1943 politics
vere aimsd at more sooial reforms - at sabotaging the anti-Jewish laws
that had been pressed upon Hungary amd hie fine policies were aimed at
surrendering to the Weastern Allies and sabotaging the strivings of
Ngzi-lormany. It was in nart due to his attituds that onr Hesistance
Movemnnt got under way without great difficultliss while bs was in powar,
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Here in exile I have not met him yet, but I have learned from
friends that he belonge to the realistically thinking persons
who realigse that their former rols waes part of history and that
they should not try to turm the clock baok in any way. I think
he regrets these developments, but he is realistic encugh to
hide his regreta.”

"ihile I was back in Hungery and he was in exile,
I was afraid that his smert, witty and inpermous personality which
is completely incarable of any systemstioc work, and has in fact &
disintegrating effest, won't do much good. When I became an exile
myself, 1 have unfortun-tely learned that this man's conduct is
fl.mrr'i bayond any measure in his political mctivities. It ssema
that he has become an entirely irreanoneible person who is
politiking and who wanta to make a living from that and everything
else iz secondary inm his attlitude,"

Isthan Beropkovies.....1" While I was in Hungary, I thought that this
man dms an idecloglcally excellently trained politician who, however,
lacked organising and leadership qualitiesj still, 1 expacted much

of him. When 1 came to Amorica myself, + still kept expacting much

of him but was gravely disap-ointed because his ideclogical treining
soens to have bacome and ivery towsr for him, and he sesens to be
dedicated to self-admiration and sslf- admiration. e persomally is
hardly epproachatle becsuse he ia so haughty."

Wonaignor Joseph..Speisrincyaths... 1" In Hungary, I knew nothing else
but his name. I know very little more of him now. " is Farty - the
Christian Demooretic Party - ip behaving very sell and hns the
right attitude.”

Bela Yabians™hile I was in Hungary, I wondered how this man beceme

s mame and how he played any imcortant role because I remembared him

g3 a oompletely insignificant Member of Farliament of the former

rogimo. Here in exile, | have learned that few people hurt Humgarisn
intercsts mora by irresnonsible press snnouncemsnts durlng the revolution
az '» is quoted as of saving:i™e created the revolution". Hardly

anything could hurt Hungreden in erests more than such a prevarification.”
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Oeneral gn ¢ "It nas in the Hungarian Communist Farty newepaper
“read his nama, ‘hey attacked him becsuse of hls exile

activitiss. ‘his was back in 1953 or 1954; I learned that he was

the leader of the MHBK. The C + Barty newspaper alleged that

he was heading a epy agency in « When I came to exile myselfl,

T lesrned in YVienna that Gemsral Zsako had been in Uunior and that he

offered his help to the freedom fighters. Allegadly the freedom [1ghters

of Guler however answered to him "We have got rid of the Ffussians;

we will find it aven easier to get rid of you," That e all I know of

him. Unfortunately I haven't mat him personally.”

* 3"Fhile I was in Hungary,

1 preserved in my memoriss the ploture of the “ungerian Chief Scout
who in his attitude was considered a mabsr of the right wing, however,
extreme right. In fact, ns wes known as a good persomal friend of

the democratic Premisre Teleky and he was known as one sympathfsing
with the movements that fought for demcorsmcy such ae the Feasant Emkax
Assn. and the Student Unity Movement, or the Feace Catholic Agrarian
Youth Organization, or the Christian Worker dovement. In other wards,
he s & general was on tha left wing of the Bungarian generals and !
hoped that in exile he remained what he had been before and that he
vas still under the effect of his rersonal friendship withTeleky.
After sll, hs had issued an order to resist the Uerman ior and
it wan he who was slated to becoms Minister Frasident ne

secont Uerman invasion of Vot, 1944 ruined She remainders of

Hungarian independence. llere in axils, I haven't met him persopally
but I heard from friensds thet he went too far to the right in his

att tude snd cooperated with pcliticians who can be cslled anything
but demoeratic. I also heard that he has beem coopereting with a
Ukrainian-led-anti-Bolahevist Fational Organiration which wmas botn
praised to me and algo criticized. I can't understand the @eneral,
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1f things which I heard of his activities with Hungarian politicians
are true, and T am afrddd they are.”

MIM‘ "While I was in Hungary, I heard very little of him
ard L didn't care much, as we already termed the problem of thedapsbufgs
ati our Huﬁulmurluiy confersnce of the Yesistance “ovemeut "the mere
idea of 2 Hapeburg restoratiecn 13 an historical anachronism". Here, in
exiles I heard of Otto that he had a nice persomality and that hs waas
guite normel &= & individual. I also heard that he was teaching
Hungariam to his children: As a matter of course, 1 still think the skme
of the ides of mking him a Hungarien King as I thought whils I was In

Hungary."

:T don't cuite identdify N¥mmemx Horthy with the years
of his regime — with the atmcephere that ruled in Hungary dﬂrinﬁ.hil
regime. Horthy wes half & symbol and half a puppet of that erm.
was told by then to learn of democracy bocause his entire upbringing
#as in the atmosphere of the Vienna rules of the absolutistic Hapsburg
Monerch Franoes Josephs 4t wes most unfortunate for Hungary that ne
democracy was established but it was more the fault of the upper ten
thousend than of thés one person. Fhile he was im exile, I thought of
him es of & person completely out of date.®
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%m}_ﬂl have mst no redefectors in Hungary. I have
of suchs.

"The Comsunists were anxiocos to move all exiles back to Hungery
big or small. The Bolehewik revolution was fomented by exiles
and they feared a similar dewvelopment against thelr regime and
this is why they are amxious to see all exiles returning."

D, Exile Tsskes

"Paople in Hungary would like to know of the exiles - aside from
their own tias of relationship and fréendship - what they are doing
in the interests of those who remain in Hungary., ®hat campaigns thay
are conducting ; what moves they make and what the effacte of their
ettempts are.

"Phoy should know what iz going on outside of Hungary, end in this
respect only the radio ir at their disposal..A radio which truthfully
and realistically telle them about events going om in Hungary me well
as cuteside of Hungary would be of a tremsndous imnortance amd
#significance.”

Spenking of what the exiles should do now,respondent says:

"Firat of all, they should seck ways te securs their own livlihood

to find jobs in which they can perform the good work and receive

honest compensation for thet., Thay ought to preserve their nolitical
views which they form by themselves at home in Hungary. They should
preserve the ideals for which they fought or worked during the
revolution. They should try to imbue old exiles with ths ideals and

jdess of the ravolution. They ocught to perform active vivaceous work,

not only in their owm interests but also in the interessts of the
Hungarian developments. They ought to find as moy frisnds for the

cause of Eungr{.t:lmluhl- - people whom they help to see the truth
sbout Hungary. more peobla they halp <o lsarn the truth sbout Enngary
and Bolshevism, the more chance we have in free dsmssx countries in which
democrecy is the meality thet the leaders of those countries reallisze the
ovarell importance of seeing the countriss liks Funpary liberated from
Communist oppresaion.®

"in my view, the meeting and conciliation of old Hungarian exiles and
new Hungarien exiles can come about only on the tasis of the ideals
and aapirations of the Hungarian Bevolution because only this can
bring & bout such & wholesome ...« .Work which can ful fill its
tremendous tasks which we will face in the future.”
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Spesking of various Hungarian political perties, respondent said:
"Political partiea sctive before 1948 were quits diffsrenct frem

one ancther. The Samll HOlder's FParty waz a pool of forcss opposed
to Comnunism. Fifty-scven psrcent of the votes that it wom at the
elsctions clearly showed that the majority of the Hungarian people
were hehind it -~ particularly the maszes of peasantry and of smll
boargoise who viewed Communist-Bolshevism - ith the greatast of
misgivings. The backing of the Small Holder's Party was hetsropsneous
with a solid bloc with only the peasanfry but actually ecmstituted
the majority of the Party... the Feasant Parity was oreated by
Communiat techniques but there was aleo scme necesaity for its
ereation. Thexsxix tactios »f the Communist Farty were directsd at
erganising those small pessante - matnly agricultursl workers whog
did not feel well in the Bmsllholder's Farty becsuse of the strati-~
fications existing within peasantry, but who were quits reluctant

to join the Communist Party, et organisdng those into the Feasant
Farty. The Communista hoped to sasrt their influence through the
leaders of the Peasant Party. The mdicalism of the Fessant Farty
and its identifying iteelf with the writers representing the
sepirations of the broadast maeses of the people camnot e doubtad,
but the undermining asctivitiss of thos of its leaders who wer.
supoorted by the Communist Farty,and I am referring hsre to Erdei
apdDarvas,and the unsettled ismws of ideclogy within the Ferty
leadership actually pulled the rug from under the Farty. Finally,

it fell msunder.=«the Social-Demccratic Party

Emoutcickaxidx ook was in & very similar , T should say
identical situatiom with that of the Peasamt Party I just outlined.
The slemente in their leadership which were celled "Right wing
Soefalists" by the Communiste were not able to preserve the freedom
and independence of their Farty - only as long as the npon-dariist
Parties wer: able t o preserve thelir independence and wers not
liquidated by Communist t rickery and force. The other opoesition
Fartiss - thodiwfiereombdeodosmiarinoaed the Sulyok

dnd the Pfeiffer Party and the Bamnkovice Party and theBslogh Farty
were oallad into existence by the fact that malnly Communist techniques
directed at silencing ad irsctivating the moat coursgecus fighting
eleasnts of the Smallholder's Farty and dividing their opnosition,
managed to maks the xssodwyg remainder of the Smallholder's Psr.y

¢ coalitionParty. The Communists were hapny to see ths largs bloc

of the Smsllholder s Farty fall into pleces of smell splinter partiss.”
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"The revolution remembered only the 1945 parites - mamely,

the Smallholder's Farty, the Feasant Party and the Smhl-
Pemoccratic Farty. The 1947 parites were considered Ly the
revolution as nothing else but segments torn from the

Smallholder's Party. The revolution demamied the free development
of political 1ife and hence the freedam of political activitiss

of tho parties. At the aame time, homever, after the victory of
the revolution, public sentims against activitias of
ppliticel parties because of ¢ y danger of Soviet attack,

P blic sentiment wae against westing energles in party biclerings
and they wartod to see the mational unity that was formed during the
fight of the revolution, turn with all its vehemence against the
Soviet occupation and wanted to see politicel pertiss becoming
actlive only after bthe withdramal of the Soviet troops is achiewed."

Asked about groups that went into exile previcusly, respondent says:
"During the revolution, politicel groups that ldmtnd previously
were not permitted and should not have been permittsd to return to
Hungary. ought to heve dope everything her: abread to influsnce
the free warld to expend 1ts support 'o the struggling Hangarisn
people. Only after they kmf performed this grest task, and only
after developmanta have solidifisd the free and independant structure
of Bungary, ought they have returred to Hungary, but: they could

have done much more for t¢he independence of the country here ard
ebroad."

for future:

"I want to go back to £s poon &8 the country will be in a
position to permit humen freedoms &s securs, once more. L want my
ehildren to learn Hungarian ns well ae English in the US. and I
want them to remein Hupgnrians.”



AUDIENCE REACTION TO RADIO AND LEAFLETS

s Hadio:

"I listensd to foreign redico stations quite regularly and to
variouws extents to the various statlons. At the end of 1949,

whan I was discharged from prison, I listensd during the first

few nights every night, and them later, because ] was mo busy

in very hard menisl work, I learned from members of my family

what they had heard. Pariodically, I listened to certain programs -
to sertain ehows and fsatures -~ I listened most to HFE but I

alaso listened to the French radio and to the HC amd to VOA.

I lintenad only s= & specialty to g broadcast coming from Spain

and from Turkey and from Mamislr Yugoslavia every once in & long while.
The VOA and BEC wers the sasiest so far as reception was concerned,
and the best; at certain pericds, mlso AFE,

"The stations were jammed according to the phases of technical
advancemant. Sometimes to a greater, and scmetimzs to a lesser degree.
Jome features which they thought particularsrly sésential were nore

jammed than others.

"It was seldom that I listened to GCerman language broadeasts - meatly,
only to Hungarian.

#I told others what I heerd &nd in fact told all pesople whom I trusted.
Others slso told me and this wes 3 general phenomsma in Hungary.

"y omn radio waen't fit for listening. The sets of my father-in-law
and of my brother-in-law ware much mors powerful and we usually
Listened to the news together with them, ond sometimes even together

with other friends.

"Until 1953, we wers very cautious to listening to foredgn breadcasts,
We did everything in secret and turned the radic dovn so s to not o
be heard beyond our malle, etc. Although everybody in the country was
aware that largs-scale listening was going om. After the regime of
I"re Hagy we mwera no longer so careful when we listensd to the radio.
Terror came back with Hakosi's return, but etill we were not ac anxious
to dim the voice and to shut the docrs as we ware befors.”




Asked about risks, respondent saya:

n0f course there were risks involved. Thare were sinister informants
and the AVO msde spot chacks and if one was oaught listening to

the forsign brosdcasta, he was senbdneced to terms in Jall. If a
person was acoused of political crimes, one of the pointe wan quite
often that he had listenad to foreign madio broadcasts. Such sentances
were published in the press, to0. Communlism wees following its nature
against fres communicatiom; period.

"igny pecpls were deterrsd from listening. They wers intimadated, but
the degree of intimadation was largely dependent upen ciroumstances,
just as one hed m Ighbors who kxx were likely to inform om him, he was
much more cautious, ard the same refers even more to guests ar visitors.

"As I said before, the most dengerous period was up to LO953. Afterwards
the fear di not return in such & measure as it hed ruled over the minds
of beople befors 1953."

Spesking of various radlo stations, respondent says:

"A full program was given only by the AFE. But there was muoh criticisa
ot against various aspects and mrts of its program. fart of the

newe were proven false. ¥onw They wers often annoyed if they listened
to trcadeasts which depicted the gituation of the people at home in
emotionally overcharged tome. We thought that such broadcasts should

be directad toward fcoreign listerers in foreign languagas, bacaus: not
even the emotionally overcharged broadeasts were ables to déplct reality
in as stark colors as woubd have been commensurate with the actual
sitcation., Feoplas living in realitiss do not to be told gbout how bad
those are. The musical program of RFE wee good for mothing, but ita
cultural progrem I thought was pretty good.

" The oriticism,a etrong oriticisam, concerning the newscssts of RFE
came about actoally only after the revelution. The disfllusionment
causad by the attitode of the West was trensferred by the people to HFE.
Feople did not meie the difference between HFE end the West in general.
They considered EFE the orian of the West which clearly reflecta the
prevailing political views end attitudes in the West, but some oriticism
prewi iled all the Lime bacause of fxxkz reasons I just remed here and
.,bﬂ'ﬂh

"Bacause of resason I mentiomed, I usually prefer listening to the
French radic or BBC - even bafore the rvolution. I cmeldared them mors
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"] considered them more objective mmd realistic.

"The cultural programs enjoyed great popularity in Hungary
and I belong to those who liked them. I, and other, enjoyed
that windows ware open through which we were able to

pesk intoc what was going on in the Weat."

Asked now about the Badio Free Europe in particular, rxxmmmsant
mxyxxx in regard tothe revolution, ' espondent says:

"Hadie Eree Hurops undoubtedly played s part in motivating

the Hungarian Hevolution but they did not besicelly sffect it.

The revolution was not directsd by RFE. It only supplied informstion
to people. The revolution itself wam driven by its own dymamica. Its
OO kst s flams was fanmmd by historical develcpment
and its own nature was the mocat responalble for driving it formard
tﬂ-l'lhlt- hapremsd. +n this the RFE had only an inessertisl, regligible
rols,"

Azked whether HFE ghould continue to broedeast, respondent saye:

"By all mearns it should. it should give s full program fsaturing

new people and adding new volces and aspects to its broadcsst:. In its
newscart it should strive amxiocusly and meticulously to achisve objectivity.
Parsons who are thoroughly scquainted with the situmtion in Hungary and
with the way the Hungarian people think, who can extend comfort to the
paople, who are destitituos and Hltter, should be foremost amonj those

who speak to the HBungarian people and who form the policies of how and

when and who should be featured. Programs about Western Surcope and 1life

in the United States should continus on a reslistic basis, telling
particualrly much about the life ¥m of the refugees.”

B. RFE press leaflets:

"I heard about leaflets that were flowm into Hungary and my hopes as
well ee the hopee of others were strengthened by them. The- is to say
by tho mere fact that the West went to this t rouble as wall as to talk
to the Hungarian people.

"l recelived soveral of these lsa¥lets mysmelf and in fsct I picked one
up ryself when Iwas working on the shores of LakeBalstom.
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"l only heard of the initials N.E.M. but I didn't see any
leaflet referring to them.

"I heard of the Twelve Domands. I knew that the Tv.lve Damands
were on one¢ of the leaflets but 1 nmever mapaged to get
one of those into sy hands.

C. More aboyt lsaflets:

"In fact, I recall baving seen five different HFE leafleta, ona
which I picked up myeelf and cother which were passed to me and had
been found by others. They might have gone throughmamy hands until
theymeched me. I passed all of them to frisnds.

All of my friends pessed the Reaflete they received along ome wy
or another, but they xiosisd haended them over to only very reliable
persons because the spresding of such leaflets wmas connected with
groat Mx riska. Intsrment was the emallest price one could pay for
psdtimrdoadiekax distributing leaflets. Farticularly before 1953
trumped up charges, invented conspirsciss could result from once
having to do anything with leaflets.

"I thought that the leaflets were useful because they contained
informetion that wae & poreciated by people. The mere fact that such
were sent to tungary wes one sheer proof positive that thes West did
not write us off, and that it was anxious to see us regain our
freedom and m hoped that the time would actuslly coms when Hungary
could be liberated.

"Leaflet caxpaigns of the future should be determined by the world
political situation, and aleo the ciroumstance of how well radie
brosdeacts can be relayed into Hungary. Of course, the meet impartant
aspsct to consider that no exnggerated hopss may be created in people's
minds behind the irom curtain. At the same time, one should amxicusly
watch that hope not bs loet bocauss hope is the most important factar
in making one s mere existence a poasibility. Feople have the feeling
that thay can endure under the unboarable stresses and strains bacause
there will come the day of iberation.”

D.00gls of Weptorn Groups *

"I think that Western Groups had information as heir main goal when
they mlayrd Hungarian language broadcasts and sent leaflets into

» The gl of extanding information to the Hungarian people
was to keep their hopes alive and to strengthen resis-apce, and to
frustrate the the foreward thrust of Communism.
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"I think that all Western orgenisations had the same aim and the
persons featured in radio programs and in writing in leaflets

were influenced by their persopal political and otherwise conviotions,
how to farmlate whatever they wrote or said.”




418
HL& XX /18

CHILD REARING AND DISCIPLINE

"As a peGagogian, of course, I have my » trong conviotions about

how children should bs reared. The full mental, emotiomsl and

spiritual and physical development of the child should bs the aim

of child-rearing. The most important fsctor is the effect of persomalities.
The belp provided to children to develop their personalities, to bs able to
master the realities of life as well as face them. The development

ef humn personality that finds its place in human wsoclety without dismolving
itself in society but becomes capable snd interssted wikix working with
others and for the common good of all as well as for the good of his own
and his family. This should be the main goal of child-rearing from

the earliest childhood. Horal and in ellectual faluse ipherent in human
persomal itfy Bhould be helped to dovelop freely. Should both becoms

as full a personality and as happy an individusl as possible and at

the same time becoms as useful & member of human society ss possible.

Child rearing in the family as well as in nursery schools and kindergartens
ehould be the same."

Asked Lhﬂ Hor children should be disciplined, respondent sayet
L]

“The bEESS principle in disaiplinfng a child should be the effect of ths

personality and the offfiot of full life - that is to say - an
atmosphere creatated by the family or in kindergarden ar achool.
Teaching the right thing and reasoning with the child including serious
persuasion should be a second- but in critical situstions - punishments
cannot be completely swoidsd, not even physicsl punishment if mecessary
in early ohildhood, But punishment may not be comsidered & method - only
s recourse in ultimately extrems ocsses. The mturity and efficiency

of the educator decides when and hom punishmenta should be applied and

qe sparingly as= humanly possible.y

"As 1 already mentioned, I think physicsl punishment is unsvoidable only

in the earlisst years, and as the child grows clder it can be reasoned with
more and maore and particularly the example of the parents and older
brothers and sisters and the atmosphere of the family will dot hat part,
and will exclude the nscessity of punishments more and more, and at the
earlisst possible moasnt, phydical punishment should be alendomed. The same
refars to other mental Lype of punishment but probebly they cannot be
abandoned aa soon as physical punishment.
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"] think that everything 1 said in general refers even more to girls." I

Asled for a complate example when respondent himsdlf wms disciplined,
he answers :

"] was diseiplined ix when I was & child and received even physical
punishment but at very rare occasions bot remsabering the reasona

and the cornssquences were enough, L say that those were necessary

and t imly. Those cases of punishment by my father ware never too ssver
and after ] became ten years old, it happened only cnee or twice that
I received 2 slap in the face from my father, After I became fourtisenm,
I pever received any punishment of any sort. dainly, by personal
experiences, persuasion stc. also a slap in the face in critically
serions sircumstances a slap in the fsoe can go & long ways. In fact,
such an ultimate means I include also the factor of humiliation, of
putting one to shame, which 1s a tremendously serious factor and
under serious clroumstances net negligible. The one concrets case

of punishment respordent tells us the following story:

"A typical cuse was the following: I was in the first grede of
elementary s chool. I heard often from my parenta about various parte

of our area in which I had never been. Ume of those was & certain

farm #bout three miles from our village. ‘he name of that darm and the
fact that I heard often about it, and mainly the fact that 1t wae out
beyond the confines of the area which I knew cut of pargonal experience
at that stage of my d eveloprent, somshow conveyed the notion that it
was something perticularly interesting. In fact, it had the appesrance
in my imagimtion of really somsthing like wonderlazd. Yhus, when

one day my &ather told us that he was going to that farm, 1 asked him
to take me with him, and hs promised to do so. That wes to take plaoce
next day after school was out. All day and next day inschool I prepared
for that"journsy” and my despsretion and grief was greost when I arrived
at home and found that father had been compslled b) circumstances to
leave sarlier than he had planned and that s a consequence, I had been |
left home. I wae so bitter and angry over this fact that I told my
mother that I would follow him. Since I wss a tiny tot, nobody tock
this seriously enoungh and they didn't watch me when I actuslly lsft.
I erossed through flslds and walked on dirt roads, umwinding roads
indeed, and it wes well over two miles that I was found by am old
peasant who knew me 88 I wmas seeking the right direction amcng the
vineyards and fislds and hills; among which I was seeking the roed,
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"Ha anked ma why I vas on oy own and 1 told him my story and
learned from him that ha saw already retuming from that farm.
Thare was nothing left for me to do but to return. When I
errived at home, I found my parents desperate about my
dissapearance and dether tock a switch and he gave me & spanking
with the sduwenikhment that I should mever leave home without

the mraiseion ofmy folke,"

Askad about the practices among his acquintances, respondent sayu:

"All of ny acguaintances used coarporesl punishment very speringly

and with mture julgment in the case of children older than six ysars.
I am not so sure but perhape it wes the father who punished children
more, but I think it usuully deopended upon who was present at the
tims when the misdemsancr wos comnited. If both were present it
denended largely on who of the two was the more gulck-tempered..
Trying to think of differences in socisl classes, I don't see any
more difference but the fact that the more fimancial problems people
heve, the more nervous they are and more apt to lose thalr tempers.”

Asked sbout the age of children when punishwents were abandoned,
respondent said:

"Fhysical ponishment in the wide circle of my acgquaintancas wae
ususlly abapdoned in the case of boys between 10, 12, 14 and among
girls et the age of B8,10,12 yearr.

"Spaaking of differences in soccial classes; I can refer only teo my
statemert made earlier.,”

Asked sbout changes Communism brought about, respondent says:

“I have no systomatic obserwetions, but I am under the impression

that Communism smde parents more tense guite generally svesking, and
that they were inclined to loss their temper and to punish children
all the more sinte Communism taught children to be worse than when
they were children. At the same time, 4 am under the Iimpression that
the age limit at which punishment was abandoned was pushad down.
Childeen grew meture ecarller and there was another factor contributing
to oushing down the &ge level when punishments were abandoned and this
wes the faot that parents tlemselves grew more maturs than parents wers
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bafore and respected more human personality than in previcus
decades am the process of democracy — grew by itsslf-a propass
which cur generation had reslly started during our ptudent yoars
in 1940's; and in the leter half of the '30a, "

Spesking of how children wers disciplined in ths firet eight years

in nchool prior to Commurdimm phystéel punishement was part of
diseiplining dhildren but it was juditonaly used by most educators -
censoring adaonithmenta end threats wers the most uswal ways of
punishing chlildren and such 22 putting them to shames by =making thea
stand in the cormer, or knesl in the corner, ar go out aof the clazsroom
or junt stand where they were sitting. Eut, no doubt there were also
physical punistiment like hitting one's calme with a switch or spanking
him, Physical punishments were abolished turing Comsunisn and even
before Communiss in the first two yners of demooracy. 1 must mention
that discipline in schocle worsenad a grest deal under Y&

Communiem and most responsible aducators ¥k wished in extrome casse
they could use ieal punishmsnt. I even know of seversl cases in
which teachers led in the children ami this was done al=o by
prinoiples and locked up the room so as not to have witpesses, and
gave children who reslly, truly misbeshsved snd were uttarly fresh, they
geve them & thorough spanking, and thay claimed that suoh treatment
imwoved the situation.”

haked about charscteristics respondent approves most in @& friend, he
BayS !
"Charecteristios shich really make a friend are the following: faltafulness
in friendship under all circugstances. Even in cases where fhis means
& mjor sacrifice; sincerety and thankfulress and frankness =~ sincerety
and franknees in the mout serioas sense of the word in a concept considers
the friend's life part of our serious responsibility, and the feeling of
respopaibility must proampt & friend to sesk ways of sammxx how to isprove
the personslity and the circumstances of & frlend by good counsel.
This, all the more since I think that the trusr a friendship is, the
mare ope fdentifies bhimself with the friend and his meeds. The ooemon
parson doas not have & chance for asuch a full identification wf opesaelf
uith & friend, only Jesus Christ was ocowpletely capable of doing this,
and others only to the extant that they fcllow Christ's example, »hether
conplously or unknowingly. The Wmsis of true friendship is to ba found
in the harmony cof mntm-itai. tarity which does not aeek harwony in
conformity but rather in BBEFH BEf to the other and receiving the

of the cthar to hi-self ."
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Apked about changes of friendship ucder Commnisam, respondant says:

*Comnunien made che struggle for livelihood murderous. Theoe wer.
really tempting timee undar the oppression of communism, true
friendships bevazs even truer, bui the number of true friendwhipe
rmasprevected irom developing sand was diminished, and they ware
unable to develop into firofound commotions batweec huame boings.
Friepdehips were exposed to the greatest damger. They were certainly
wide™ greny siress when one of the friends was politically tried
and sentanced to heavy tarms in gail, let alone to death. In such
casea, Iriendship was tried in the great court of Lifr Gescens: weping
up & friendship meant both taking a politicsl astard azd in revealing
cpas inps™most husan charagter.™




