II., Major Salience Question
We felt that the :g:? had been sold to the Russians at the
5

Yalta Conference, orced us to live 12 years behind barbed
wires, under Soviet oppression. During the reveolution, we be=-
lieved untll the last day that somethlng would happen. Ve did
not expect millitary aid, but some kind of assistance from the
UN. It was not only our future which was at stake, but the
future of all the captive East European natlons,

I1I. Chronolngy of Persconal Experiences, Actlons, Attitudes,
and Expectations during the Revolution.

October 20~24:; Un QOct, 24, I went down to Pecs wlith a student
friend. We had a small circle of frisnds interested in Hungar-
1an literature and traditions. lie used to meet at the Hungaria
Coffee House, formerly New York Yalace, where we held many de-
bates, M friand was going down to Pecs to meet the students
there following the events in Szeged. I went with him,

On COct, 21, the students in Pecs made their first move. They
held a8 meeting in the student home of the pedagogic faculty, be=
hind closed doors. They decided that they were fed up with
Communist ideology and that a general meeting cof the whole
student body should be called for the next day, Oct., 22.

On Oct. 22, the general assembly of the students met and 20
demands were formulated, These demands were later printed and
distributed in the form of leaflets. The meeting was attended by
all professors and by many teachers from the countryside, This
was a meeting in the open alr in front of the Uhivfrsity of
Pecs, which lasted until after midnight, Oct, 23, “he weather
was beautiful, The whole city sesmed to be on the square; 1
bejlieve thers were mors than 2,000 people there. there were
gecret policemen in the crowd, but they didn't dazre t¢o inter-
vene. Several professors made speechas and asked for the dis-
missal of several Communist university teachers.

On the same day, students went to the neighboring mines and
established contact with the Miners' Youth associations.
Many of the students were caught by the AVO.

On Oct., 24, students were busy printing and distributing ths
leaflets containing the 20 demands, They soon found out that
some of them had been arrested. As soon as the people got

news of the events in Budapest, the AVU and the police occupled
all strategic points. In the evening, people were told to stay
in their homes and a state of seige was declared. I took, at



that point, the only train going to Budapest. Everybody was very
excited during the trip and discussed with animation the events
taking Elaca in the capital. There was an army officer on the

train who kept asking the people not to throw him out, He was
not harmed, hen we arrived in the morning at the Southezn
Railway Station in Budapest, (our train was the only one to be
able to enter the city, all the others had to stop outside
the city and their passengers had to walk into the city), we
derailed the train with the help of the railway employees, We
ushed down towards the Szena uare one sleeping car, one
ullman car, and the mail car, he¥ rolled right against the
Soviet tanks and stayed there constituting a barricade &lmost
impossible to remove.

I went immediately to ses my friends in the New York Coffee
House. They were already busy editing ravnlutinnar¥ newspapers.
In that building, at least 15 papers were edited. lhe New York
Palace was the center of this activity and during the revolu-
tion, not less than 50 papers were edited. I got a2 machine
pilstol and stood guard at the building, I also organized the
distribution of the papers in Budapest, on a Pobeda car, The
Russians never dared to enter the streets.

On Oct. 27, I was in the Second District of Budapest organiz-
ing the revolutionary Council of the teachers, 1 became a mem-
ber of the Council of the Uistrict. Following a meeting of all
schools concerned, we accepted the demands of the Hungaxrian
nation and immediately started to remove the Communist emblems
from our schools. The children burned their Russian text-books
with great enthusizsm. At the university, several Communist
teachers were removed.

I was, during all this time, in a mood of taking revenge for
moras than 10 years of oppression by the Communisis. I had to
work hard while studying in c¢ollege and though later I had

no more financial difficulties, I still had many reasons to take
revenge. I had no fear at all, but was very enthusiastic, I
wanted a truly Hungarian national government and complete in-
dependence for Hungary. e were all starving because of the
Russians. I hate the itussians because 1 know them well. I have
relatives who live in the Ukraine-Carpethes and I knew how hard
their life had been under the Soviet oppression.

Je were sure that we would not fail, iie hoped that the world,
espaecially the great .estern Powers, would side with us, I
will never forget the meeting I attended in Pecs; though it
was only for students and professors, everybody came, every-
body spoke and voted with raised hands. It was like a prayer.




B. Fighting after October 24.

The people got arms from the Army barracks, from the ware-
houses of the plants; they were given heavy weapons by the sol-
diers who were hrﬂugﬁt to town from the country-side. But un-
fortunately, they had no bazookas.

On Oct. 26, after the freedom fighters occupled the Radi
Building, we took Ensitinns in the telsphone exchange. The
officers of the Zr n{1 Military trainling school were sent out
to re-occupy the buildibg. They wers preceded by a Soviet
storm=brigade of 32 men and 2 armored caxrs. Only one Soviet
officer and one soldier survived, the others were killed by the
freedom fighters. When the Hungarian officers saw this, they
refused to fight against the people. The Zrinyl Officers’
Training School ceased, in fact, to exist from that moment on.
The Communist elite officers were disintegrating...

On Q¢t, 27, a group of more than 200 young miners from Tata-
banya came to Budapest through the ls with machine-guns,
mortars and much ammunition. The way was already cut by the
Russians., The miners left their weapons at Hunyadvara, One
group took position in the fortress on the Buda hill, the others
in the woods near Pest, near the highways. Thei fought for days,
in excellent positions, and destroyed many Soviet tanks,

armored cars, killed and wounded many Russian soldiers.

Later, they picked up the weapons they left behind ams with

dumpers, before the Russians® eyes, and took them to Szena

Square and to the fortress. At the square, the rallway cars
Eraved to be excellent barricades, not even the tanks could
reak through. Around the square, many builgings were destroyed,

They must be razed and rebulilt completely. The same applies

to the Vaci-ut and to the Korut.

The freedom fighters had no regular leaders. People would
join a group and fight there, then maybe, thay would join
another group. I had some contacts with the people who teook
over at the radio stations,

We got all our news from RFE, They gave us much hope. I knew
immediately that Hegedus and Gero had called the Russians.
The dampned sold out the Hungarlan people. But the Russians
would have intervened anyway.




111, The Re=Invasion

We saw that the Soviet troops had suirﬂunﬂei Egdapgst.
Y started, te 07gantize §ha,sthek,piiina 88 £2°9:,98130 00
regular armed forces, such as national guards and ammed stu-

dents. Their tesk was to stand guard at strategic polnts. lie
estaeblished pulilic kit:hg@;_fqglthem. I

The day the Ruzsians left, we alrZeady knew that they had
antrenched thenselves around the city. We had mortars on the
Gellert #Hill, anti-craft guns in the fortress and the army
was with the fr-eedom fighters.

On “ov. 3 and ¢, I didnh't go to slsep at all and set near tna
radio, waiting for news, On Nov. 4, we went out in the mozrnihg
to the Feherva=i Road whers the Hussians were coming in, lhe
fighting was particularly heavy 1in the bus dspoti. ije wera
pushed back to the Moricz Zsigmond sSguare. Four or £ive Russian
tanks arrived and guanned the buildings until they burned down.
when they hadno more ammunition, thre=s cars carrying some
arrived. we destroyed them zll with hand grenadess. lihen thay
exploded, one tank fell literally apart and burnad out. Fority
to £ifty Russian soldiers were reduced to small bits. Ve wars
attacked from the air with phosphorous shslls, We torc up the
cobbles from the whole square, pulled down wlwectric wires and
then went back to the fertress, Cur artillsry destroyec two ox
three Russian tanks and the same number of anti-tank guns in
front of the bhridge over the Danube,

e remained in the fortress until the gensral attasck slarteds
on Mev. 7 or £. The Russian tanks opaned fire from various
directions, damesging the church and the archives and the print-
ing shop. The tanks fired mors than 300 shells from a distance
of 15 %0 20 feet. Tha building caught fires and burnad for
three davs as the Russians also destroyed the fire engines.
The samerican Library, where two woundad were lying was hit by
mines, Our people showed the white flsg. When the Aussians saw
it, they fired 30 to 40 shells into the building. This I saw
myself. Then the tanks enteraed the fortress.




I went down wiih a small group to annihilate the Russians'
mine sweepars, 'le took our wounded to the cellar to sava them
from the hands »f the Russians, Later, they were taken to the
various hosplita s, ihen we learned that Dunapentele had fal-
len, 1 tried to go back to my home in Zugliget. I met mgﬂ
landlord, who told me not to go home because many people had
been taken away Irom the neighborhood by the secret police
and that the youig people had left for the hills west of
Pest, I went to Pest, The damage there was considerabls,
Mach more than w: thought while we were In Buda. I locked
for my friends and companions of the fighting. The New

York Palace was destroyed. In one room I saw bodies, but

was unable to Llientify them.

During the next ten days we tried with my frlends to. figure
out what we cou'd <o, e buried our friends and colleagues
whe had been ki led during the fiﬂhtiﬂiﬁ I lost one of my
best friends, who was killed while trying to get some <food
for his wife, 'lhen we saw that 1t was useless, we stayed.
Thousands of children had died only becausz they heard about
freedom, but didn't know what it was, and felt ﬂnlﬁ that it
was worth while to doe for it, \ie saw that all this had
been in wvain, b:cause we were again back under Soviet oppres-
sion, which tool the ten most beautiful years of my life (20
to 35}. I knewi I couldn't teach any more, End the xrest of

L3

ny life seemed m2zaningless if I were to be enslaved once more.

Than I met with ny athletic kmdma friends and the twelve of
us stole @ military bus and headed toward the border. gveryone
lef\ family bmbmb behind, children, fiances, etc. e were
mkmpn stopped naar the border by a Hussian radio unit, which
conslsted of three soldiers, we told them we were golng to
wzechuslovakia and asked them to climb into the bus. - Only
one was armed., we started the bus &d told thsm to keep
quiet. /e followed the railroad tracks. iilh Other Russlans
let us pass when they saw their men on the bus. e emptied
the Rusilans weapons and they came with us to the bordexr, lie
sald gooibye to them and wslked over into Austria, For a
long whkon time we could see them discussing in the sunset
whether ox not they should come too. If mdim they did so, we
do not know, ° as for us, we threw away our weapons and
reached freedom




7.

EXPECTATIONS OF HeLP FROM THE wEST DURING THE REVOLUTION

As for years, the whole llestern propaganda apparatus

gave so much encouragement and so many nice promises !
to the people of the captive nations, we nalve people
who liked a decent life and wanted to life free as ocur
friends in the West, could not imagine that the assist-
ance to the Mwmssmsth Hungarian freedom fighters would end
with the Red Cross relief parcels,

we certainly expected some help from the UN. If a war
had resulted this would only have been an advantage,

but the rest of the world cannot understand this, I
formed my expectations from listening to Viestern broad-
casts, especially from Maral's comments about the UN,

I met during the fighting many French, Austrian, British
and Swiss newspapermen who used top come to the lew York
Palace. ile took some of them with us to show them the
fighting., /e didn't talk of l/jestern assistance with them,
we knew it was a question of politeness, not of humanity.



SOCIAL CLASS STRUCTURE AND ATTITUDES

A, My fzther was a ship officer of a Hungarlan river and
sea fleet. In 1945, he was dismissed without pensicn with
several hundred other captains. He had to take all kinds of
jobs, was night watchman, warehouse employee, etc. He
still works today with a bridge construction enterprise.
Our family owns a villa,

(5) High schoeol digloma

B.l.a.) The Bolshevists, who are neother man nor animal.
They make the most of the regime, one to be served by every-
body ard everything. In brief, the new aristocracy.

b) A special group formed by the artisis, They enjoy many
prévileges fram the regime.

The micddle class has ceased to exlst as such.

¢) The workers'masses, industrial workers and peasantry

1 had many contatcs with all of them as I taught to young
workers and peasants alike, The Hungarian worker who formed
the largest group, forfeited their leading role in the for
mation of Hungarian life, The Hungarian worker does every
thing if he sees that work has a meaning, His eyes were
open wide during the revolutlon,

El
The peasantry received very mean treatment. It is more char
acteristic class, What is Hungrian today in Hungary lives
ib the peasant., If Soviet oppression contlnues, it is this
class which will preserve for the generations %o come
everything which is human and Hungarian and which means
fatherland. The peasaats are the country's heroes tc be
named both Hungarians and mem human beings. The peasanty
sacrificed during the revolttion was like & hymn, They
emptied their attics, gave their last piece of food for those
who fought in the heart of the country for a better life.
They sent food £fxe on carrlages to Budapest from a distance
afm that often exceeded 100 miles, and distributed it free.

The intelligentsia iﬁadagngues. etc,) is not a social clss.
The communists put the people together in the same misery
and sertitude. It was the best WEE to unite the people

and to help them m in meeting each other.



2, The Hungarian peasant is a man who lovesd his land,

He works hard on it and he hates every form of coexcion,

If there &s nothing to eat, it's his own trouble; if it's

a good year, it is his pay. He can be forced to give up his
own land. He hated the kolkhozes, where wastage and lack of
organization prevailed. In 1945 the land was not given to
the peasants by the Communists, When they took w away

the peasants' land the latter became enraged,

The workers.

To understand this we must gn back to anothexr regime in
which, socially, the condition of the workers was POOT},g¢
Until 194% the worker who worked for wages was the #siEpman
in the society. The worker's child was not given an ade-
quate educatlion, and the so~called differences of classes,
artificlally maintained by the society, kept the workers
away from becoming educated men with a broader horizén.

The original promises of Bolshevismd raised hopes in these
have-nots. First, the Communists proclaimed the power of
the working classes and tried to obscure the workers'
vision with this self respecting woxd,, As the workars

had no basis for comparison with anything else, they be-
lieved the nice words and looked at the Potemkin-Houses

of %hm Bolshevism as the pledge for their well-biing.

As theyears went by, the workexs realized that their stand-
ard of %9 living was falling lower and lower. And when they
looked up at the Communists'palaces, they realized that they
would get their own homes only when their grand-children
would be born,

These workers felt on thelr own skin that the man thaI called
their leaders were lzing so much that nobody could believe
them, The price of the lle rose from 7 forints to 35 forints
1/2 1b, At the same time billions were spent on the Budapest
subway where the hot water was forcing out the workers to

the surface like mice. This was senseless and the workers
didn't have to be too Intelligent to know it.

The workers lost thelr confbdence, became disilluskaned by
the many lies which collapsed during the revolation, The
workers were doomed who had the largest part in the fighting,
especially the have-not proletarians of the VIIith piesum
and IXth districts, It was not the villas or modern buildings
of the residential districts which were damged, but the
workers' districts of Csepel and Kobanya. The Hungarian



workers learned wx what Bolshevist comradeship really
meant: inequality.

3) Intellectuals

They knew that they had a xope around their neck and that
the regime needed them as long as they had fimimhamd not
finished teaching those creatures whom the regime thought
would serve it. They educated and taught, in the elementary
schools and universities. How, the revolution showed it.

It was the greatest blow to Communism: the hate of youth,
of the same vouth the Communists wanted to educate in thedr

own way.,

C. The oppression welded together the social classes. The
intelligentsia, because of 1ts culture, could see better
the inner situation; they considered the workers as victims
of Communismn, the peasants as the martyrs of the nation.
The workers had the same opinion of the peasantry which was
the hardest hit by Communishg.

E. If somebody wanted to go ahsad, he had to sell himself
completelvy to Bolshavism. From then on, as soon as hés

honor would eventuzlly rebel against the injustices, he

lost the favor of ihe regime, He could be the manager of

a small enterprise, or a politician, the regime only knew
one thing; the )ies and the power of arms. The man ing to
go ahead this way is embittered man, to whom nothing
matters and who doesn't know that the price for ruthlessness
ils always wvery high. A man who is clairvoyant does ndt
hecome a scoundrel. The cther lives from villainy and ignominy
Like the regime, Everybody cheated and stole from the state
amad wherever he lived and wherever he could,

After 1949 only the technical imtelligentsia could go ahead
with Stakinxkm talent because it was irreplaceable. There
was a pspchological change under the New Course. Private
initiative was alone in a limited form and many small
craftsmen whe had connections tocok advantage of the amelior-
ation. This decreased with Rakosi's return.

F. The secret police (AVD) and the Moscovites with Rakosi.
These people could cbtain any money or anything they wanted
on every line of the economic and cultural life. The depart-
ments of certain ministires were created se that several
people could earn more money.



V1. FAMILY LIFE AND THE COMMUNISH

f: Bolsh.vism hakimx deterlorated family life in H7ungary.
It was one of its aims. The weaker the influence of the,
fapily on the nungiganerntinn became, the sasler the
poisoning of the child's mind by the Communists' ldeology
which instead of jmwsksz truth and plety taught hate, lies,
and brute force to the youth.

We cantspeak of normalization of family life in

as long as the older sister gets married, brings her child-
ren to life and sees them growing up in the same over

crowded room, Comméinism didn't want to change this. If
children do not know the educational effects of family life
then, in these circumstances, they can boceme the ear

victims of an ldeology which tries to suppress the nobké end
decent efforts of the individuals in oxder to have them serve
only one purpose; the Communist world dominatlon,

B, 1. The way children are brought up changed. The parents,
in their struggle for making a living. has both had to work
in 99 per cent of the families). The Communists tried to
solve the problem by placing the children in nurseries while
the parents were at work. In these institutions, the peda-
gogic system was completely subjected to Communist ideology.
That, "Comrade Rakosi is our father" was taught to the Knung
child as soon as he would speak a little. Th&tﬂarants.w o
didn't sympathize wlth Communism, realized with fear that
th; :211d used more and more Communist slogans at home after
school.

What could they do? Explain to the child that everything

he learned was a lie and confuse his mind? Or let his respon-
siveness take in to a greater extent mf the morale of the
hated regime? This would have obléged them to educate them-
selves a their children.

2. The children's upbringing depended in a large measure

on the pedagogues who educated outside the home. The pressure
of work on the parents, their hard fight with life and the
problem of the daily morsel of bread didn't allow the re-
latioship between parents and children to become intimate,
and the child's confidence in the mrents deteriorated as

the parents' daily Etruiglu increased. The child's obedi-
ence declined in a agreat measure in the family as well as in
the school life. Dniv in those families where the mother
didn't have to work could something more be done in orxder



to develop the children's minds.
(1) Thie is a stupid question.

(3) In the school there were so-called "parents' collect-
ives®", Their role was to maintain the contact between the
school and the home. Politically their activity depended
on the director who, if he®s a Communist, tried to bring the
prevailing tone towards Commiénem Communism and nobody ere
to express a different opinion because of the consequences.
On the other hand, if Communist parents criticlzed without
grounds, the teacher's work or wanted some privileges for
their children, nobody would dare to say anvthin? or to
contrddict them. School life was reduced to the fact that
the teacher was left completely alone to teach vouth what
was good, beautiful and true. That the children understood
it, the revolution proved it with the heroic death of many
thousands of young boys and glils.

Thaxfixsnk

On the elementary level, 90 pidr cent of the Hungarian ped-
agogues tried to form honest and patriotic Hungarians of
the youth in thier charge. In 10 per cent of the industrial
schools, the role of whoch was different, the teaching board
was of such inferior quality, with the exception of a few
former honest pedagogues, that youth itself despised these
teachers for their ignorance and their arrogant attitude,
Some of them, who had finished six years of elementary school
and had recelived one year of treinihg, were qualified to
teach unlI things to their Party membership certificate,

were amazingly lgnorant and didn't khow much about education.
Thelr efforts were unsuccessful among the young industriii
students who knew the reality of Communlism through their
parents' and their own sltuation,

The desolation of the countryside schools under Communism
surpassed all imagination., The regime tried to solve school
programs by introducing morning and afternoon classes,

which meant that young children had te go home in darkness
in the winter. If a school was to be bullt in the country,
this was discussed for months in the newspapers as a new
victory on the educational front. But in reality crowdedness
and dirt were the two factors of the Communishm school policy.

In the countryside family life was more normal than in the

larger cities. But as the children grew up, they tried
immediately to leave the desolated and plundered small vill-

ages and towns.



C. Courtship, under its old form before Communismd
diswppearwd almost completaly. As life didn't offer =ni
anyihing ideal to man, the youth leost its idealism and
searchad for beauty, which characterized the Hungarian
pattern of courtship before Communism. As the husband
could give no security to his chosen beloved, because
insecurity was the basis of the regime, the cholce of the
other partner oféen was based on mere llbido. These ill-
fatzd marralges are better illustrated by the great number
of livorces. The Communist system could not provide a home
or an apartment to the newlyweds who often lived for years
apixt from each other, This abnormal life could not create
tht conditions for a happy life. As the economic situation
wa. very bad, this had only Harmful effects on the solidizy
of the marraige. The young people were forced to hand over
thiir children to the state and its various institutions.

From the legal point of view, in the years 1952-53-54,

a new Communist ideology was born whose slogani : "To
be;ome a mether is a duty for a woman, a gloxry for a girl",
This slogan was accompanied by a layettef and a half dozen
diapers. The Communists thought this would be sufficient
for the child for the next twenty years to come. The mat
disgraceful injustices occurred during those years. Without
any legal basls, any woman could name anybody as the fa thexr
of the child she expected. The young people's marraiges
were watched by the Party sacretarr,ﬂﬁﬁ and often they

had te go to the countryside if they @anted to get marrisd
in the church.

There were many illegitimate children. No birth control.

In 1956 a new decree made possible, to scme extent, the
correctlon of this intolerable situation. Contraceptives

were avallable at all times. Prostitution increased in fright-
ening proportions, The official of the regime was to emphas-
ize the beauty of familylife without dning anything in

favor of it. The sexual problems were avoided by the Communist
oress and only st last year were some serious articles
sublished. Many Communists chose thelr position so that

women were depending on them and whom they could use for

tieir own alms. It 1is not possible to answx whether or not

tle Communists were more or less inhibited than othexs.

This depends on the individuals and, in my opinion, this
question makes no sense,



D, 1. When two people tmlked together in Hungary they

ware very friendly and sincere in their opinions. If a

third person was present, they put en the sc-called "muffler”.
And they d said just the opposite of what they thogght.

2, A Communlist would have ceased to be my friend because

I had in my fiximmdskx circle of friends no men who sold
themselves to the xregime whéch ruined the country. If the
Communists felt that for his own interest, it was not good
to be friendly with an anti-Communist, he would also break
the friendship. It is impossible to continue the friendship
wothout gﬂlltlcn, becausa the Communists were those people
who committed faults and misused everything. And there was
too much hatred and too much contempt towards them.

E. The Communi¥t sf means of information always avoided
mentioning any crimes, There was maybe, one small news

item in the week. Crimes and robberies, which in 1945

were lnaugurated by the Russians reached proportions never
seen before. I know the facts pertinently because I had police
officers among my sport friasmds who knew the real situation.

The causes were:first, the bad economic conditlons; secondly,
the cnmﬁigte ailmlessness of the future, People, at least
for a while, wanted to %max live as men, and those whose
moral basis waw less developed than the averegesf, would lose
ground and become criminals. There were never as many em-
bezzlements in Hungary as under the Communids. With the
slogan "The factory is yours", the workers tried to take as
much as they could €rom what was their own. Everyday

dozens of pefts were reported in factories. The people
thought in themselves: to steal from the state is a glory,
from the state which lives on the sweat of the workers

and maintains an army of secret policemen, in order to
suppress the workers' rights., Nobedy felt any remorse

when causing damage to the state,

Special institutions, which never before existed in Hungary
had to be established for juvenile delinquents., Many young
people, when they left ths industrial sdhools and went to
work found themselves in such difficult circumstances and
were put in such wage categories that they were unable to
earn the minimum means of fivinga And as for months, thag
had no hope to get ahead, they didn't see any sense in their
work. The hoollgans were usually young workers who saw

the Party leaders in their magnificent American cars and who
tried to live as well without working. Expressed in otherxr
words, the example is catching. The difference between the



two groups was that one group had strong foundations in

the Communist Party membership, and good friends in lloscow,
while the other consisted of disillusioned youths who always
received something different from what they were told.

when the question was raised in ths press, the Party was
always the only one who "could lead the erring youth to the
only and just role, and the young people, putting their
hopes in the great Stalin, became ellite Stakhanovites of
the camp of peace®™. As long as the "criminsl" doesn't hurt
the socliety, I don't consider this a crime whether he works
or not,

The parents usually take notice of thls behavior when they
face their chlldren at the police station. Most Igung crim-
indls never knew thelr parsnts, Often, 1 envied the bums

in rags sunbathing on the benches while I ran from one
place to another to give my lessons and earn a haxd living.

The rise in alcoholism was such that the state had to increass
the prices of liquers by 100 to 200 per cent. The reasons

for that were the complete lack of security, and as salaries
were not enough for everything, it didn't matter on what

they were spent. Drinking is always the narcosis of miserxy.

Under the Eolshevist regims, the non-political crimes fell
under individual judgement. A criminal of workars' origin
would be sentenced to a few months imprisonment for stealing
20,000 forints, because he was a "misled proletarian".

At the same time, a post office employee with 25 years of
service who in four years would steal 3,000 forints of stamps,
would be sentenced to several years, because it was found

out that he had studisd in a religious schoocl and that the
Party secretary had seen him in the crowd &t th a religlous
procession.

The police were absolutely unsuccessful. It wss too busy
with crimes and many had political aspects., As the old

lice forc8® was completely disbanded and the experiencsd
?Ermer police officers and men were put into internment
camps, complete anarchy reigned in the ranks of hhe police,
The people hated them because they were an organ of oppression,
The new mercenary police had only one thing: faithfulness to
the Party, instead of experience, knowledge, and vocation
in defending the interests of sociecty.




VII. RELICION

A. Communist rule had much of an effect on the religious life
in Hungary. Beforse Communism, the role of the churches in
Hungaryw wae not satisfactory. The cle was too far away
from the mz:ses which paid the taxes which rpovided thelr
living and in return, they would often just give their hand
to kiss, The system of the religious schells in the elementary
grades becam completely obsolete under the former regime,
Vexry often, the existdnce or non-existence of people with
diplomas dep:nded on the sympathy or antipathy of & priest,
%h The effect of Bolshevism on a rellglous life was to
relisve the syiritual complexion of the masses. In my oplinion,
the sventual -eligious compulsion that the people had felt
was replaced ivnder Belshsviem by the inner rellgious life of
the individual, Bolshevism's fight agalnst religion deterred
many people frym practicing openly, but strenglhened many
people in the ixepertdse of thelr inner personal religlous
life. I remember the last procession of Saint Stephen's

Day which wacs axXany allowed under Bolshevism, Those who
were there were not forced or asked to be there, They came
either becsusz they felt plety in themselves or betause

they wanted to demonstrate against a world which tock over
in the years to come. In

In the people's minds and souls God's house was not only

a place of devotion, but a silent protest at every service
and high mass against something diabollic and hated by man,
To hear every Sunday a scrmon, open or in guarded words
telling of a uman lifex still to come, became the support
of many peopl:,

(4) The Ca:holic church was hardast hit bscause the state
wanted its weikth. The Bolshevists robbed everything from
averybody and, £sx this/ was used to cover thsir other aims.

(3) I don't see any differences between these religlons
as I believe —ommunism didn't maks any difference betwean
them, It was pnly @ question of terror.

B, I am not itoo religious myself. I bellsve in God, but 1
accept the religious doctrines only when I find them agree-
abl& to my amin g&elf created values of justice and of human
honesty. In our family, the actions of the ipdividuals have
to speak for themselves hecause 1f they are honest, one
doesn't have lo ask God ‘ox foruivsness of sins. In genaral,
Hungarians ar¢ not more religicus today then we were., I uded
to go to church regularly.




C. The correct relationship between state and church ,

The church shculd educate and not play politics. It must help
the needy peojle. It must not live in the frame of the

state on a maierial basis, but as an independent organ

which the fal hful support with sincere enthusiasm for

their own ben:fit, because they feel that from theur own

point of view, they need everything which they can get from
the church. .n any case, the churches should not set moral
codes and staudards in movies, plays, books, etc, The churches
should possess such forces, the effects of which are stronger
than those the churéhes should criticize,

U, The Jews :tick togehher far more than any other religious

roup. The events of 1944-45 gave & special opportunity

o the Jews, The leading positlions were almost all occupiled
by them and “hey directed the political, economical and
artistic lifu of the country, From the directors of the
uniuar51t¥, ‘actory managers, theatre managers, etc. all
spheres of life were under Jewish direction. The political
leaders of Fungary under Communism, all those who retained
the highest posdts were Jews, [ Rakosi, Gero, etc.).
Naturally, vith such common interests, the Jews were Elated
on a dx£fmrynk pedestal among the starving masses of the
Hungarian ptople, I do not exaggerate if I say that 90 per
cent of the managers of all state stores,snd gestaurants,
etc, were Jiws, Naturally, they did not become managers and
directors b:cause they wers Jews, but because¢ they belonged
to the Comn.unist Party. The oxganization of the AVOD was
done completely by Jews which was natural after the terrible
injustices which occurred In 1944-45 towards these people,
whose only c¢xrime had been to be Jewlish, densisexed

&€ Considered from a logicdl viewpoint, to be a membexr of

the Party for a Jow, was the most natural means of protection
against the eventuality of a new lazi persecution. As

under Bolshavism, the Jews had & lkading role in all spheres
of life and sat in theboat to which we were only clinging,
their only aim was to keep their positions at any price.

The ppice was the revolution in October. After the revolu~
tion, my Jesish school director tore up before my evyes

in his office his Communist Party membership certificate and
told ma, "In this country, there is no sense to live any

more! What could I do to get mux with my pregnant wife
out of the countxy?" As a man, he was honest and 1 & will

always think of him with affection.



I did not see any Jews demonstrating or flghting during the
revolution. Actually, these people were thrown out from their
leading positions by the rsvolution.

As the Jews leading role under the twelve years of Bolshewism
was felt completely in all spheres of Hungsrian life, and
that this life brought misery to the masses and comfort
without work for the leaders, the masses came unwillingly
under the effect of a new kind of anti-Semitish provoked

bI the Communist Jews, Buixihis In spite of this hatred and
disgust, the revolution of October remained unblemished

and free of any anti-Semitic character.

LXANKE
VIII, THE HUNGARIAN YOUTH
A. High school and university students and youggd workers

B. Under Bolshevists youth had the most hopeless situation.
The middle aged people who had already known better times

ih a relative freedom became somewhat insensible in their
struggle for survival. The youth which, through the difficult
situation of the parents could see mx all the hypocris
between daily life and the Bolshevist slogansd became dis-
gusted with so many lies., Youth knew what it could expect
when it became old. The old people were of no use to Bol-
shevism and were condemned to die.

Youth lived in misery..The normal daily food was a problem
similar to that of getting a pair of socks or shoes. \hgle
the Bolshevistf wage preachers staﬂpﬂd out of their elegant
cars in front of the entrances of the Luxurious restaurants
youth observed and wailted. There were animated debates at
university meetings in whidi only two or three vommunist
stooges found themselves facing the masses of the youth.
Youth asked for justice and for a free life, kekirx A
better material life, more food and easier means of Imax
living were not mentioned at these meetings. The goals

were justice and freedom, at any price. The university
students demonstrated, taking along with them the elsmmntary
and high school students and finally the ghole Hungarian
nation. This was the way the revo,ution beagan,

(3) In khm view of sc many sacrifices, the most sensible
man could say nothing but "let's try it at all costs". Among
the ranks of the youth{ mamyxsiswx fought many oldexr people
with more axperience. More than one mother was struck at
her child's side by an AVQO or a Russian bullet. Young and old



alike wanted only one thing, the country's freedom.
This struggle was the struggle of the entire nation and
cannot be divided into age groups.

C. The aim of the school policy was to win over the child and
the adolescent,to the Bolshevist ideology. The class books
were modified\t the image of the Russlan books, the :
compulsory teaching of Marxism and of the TRusslan language
were introduced., All this served one purpose: to educate

out of the youth good subjects of the new Soviet colony.

In the lower grade schools, the quality of the teaching

did not reach the minimum requiremnets which were asked

from the students in the high schools. The miery in which the
teachers lived, their complete oppression andpolitical inti-
midation were the factors which contributed to create such

a situation.

The admission to a university was based completely on xe-
gkat ax class origin. The aim of the regime was to train,
in addition to the many Jews who, thanks to theor connections,
were in the universities, an adequate technical intelli-
gentsia out of khwa thm worker cadres. As the preliminary
studies of these cadres lascked the most elementary basis ,

The level of the instruction in the universities had to be
lowered to their swmm level.

The result was amazing. If the student was an active Party
member and got honors in Bolshevism, the professor, if he

was an old one, wes forced to let him be promoted without the
sxsrxa minimum knowledge. If the teacher was a Communist,
--there were few of them-- he would promote him, influenced

by comradely sympathy. Foreign technical literature @as
reduced to a minimum and the lack of knowledge of the

Western methods undermined the level of the university in-
¢ruction. There were never so many faulty planning, un-
necessarfily invested material and delayed export goods in
Hungary as during the years under Bolshevism. The statisti-
cal offices which &sm rather locked like atomic plants

~~they were so heavily guarded-- published the most impossible
datas concerning the never attained heights of the Hungarian
economic, cultural and soclidl life,

E. §. They devoted very much time to this and a good ldeo-
logic knowleadge was often considersd more important than tha
technical illiteracy.



2. The ideologic training was completely wasted time
and even the Communist students knew it., This indoctrina-
tion had ne other meaning than to hawmxihsm repeat a lie
until people believed it.

Under Imre Nagy the university professors tried desperately
to raise the level of the educatdon. More emphasis was placed
on knowledge. This effort did not succeed and nothing
changed. It was all eye-wash from the part of the regime.

IX. MAJOR DISSATISFACTIONS AS FELT IN EVERY DAY LIFE

Hungary's ecfonomic situation was characterized by a con~

stant, disguided running up of prices by the Bolshevists,

gither by putting up the prices effectively or by reducing=

the salaries through a so-called “"adjustment of norms".

The situation was ths worsé in the countryside where in

1953~-54 and even in 55 paople had to make long queues in

order to get commodities ax such as bread, lard, meat, etc.

This was the often proclaimed increase of the standard of

living. The mere expression of opinion was equivalent,

in the most fortunate case, to dismissal from one's job.

Ig; q?llity of the products among the food stuff was the most
erior.

X, THE ECONOMIC LIFE

A. 1. As an Individual, I had a special situation because
besides teaching at school, I gave private gymnastic lessons
and massage. This meant that materially I was able to triple
my teachers salary with my other occupations. It also meant
that I was continually working from 8 A.M. til 9 P M.,
Saturdays included. At that price, I earned 3,500 to 4,000
forints a month., My private life was equal to nothing and my
only goal was to become materially Xie independent, %f

in the eventuality that I would not be allowed again to teach
because of my opinions, as during the school year 1954-55.

The prgblem of my clothing was solved through my connections
with ¢ who used to go abroad. As for the food my
ctaims were minimal. I renounced having an apartment for
myself under Bolshevism. Since I went to school, I lived

in rented rooms and during the twe years I was married, I
couldn't even get one single independent room for two

persons.



(3) Food (because it was the most expensive)
If someone wanted to buy anythling else, he had to give up
normal eating for along time. For weeks, I ate bread and
lard for breakfast and dinner to be able to buy all the
works of Shakespeare for 200 forints. I don't mean this was
characteristic.for 1956, when my material situation became
better than the average.

(4) As I was a student before the war, I can make com-
parisons only through the Mfe of my family. Today, the
reatdst problem for my father, bother and sister is the
aity bread. Before the war, we did not know this prpblem.

(3) In 1951, two pounds of lard cost L00 forints on the
free market. Officially, it cost 17 forints, but it could be
found only on the free market for 100 forints., The regime
made a"gesture"to the people and fixed the maximum price at
35 forints. The wages, of course, remalned the same, =

In 1952, there was a relative amelioration, though at the end
of the year the prices of textlles were increased 50 per cent,
The salaries remained ths samé, in 1953-54 pecople queued

long hours in the countryside for bread, lard, and meat.

A quintal of corn cost 800 forints, that i1s a workerx's monthly
salary. The good crop of 1955 brought some amelioration

to the food situation in the countryside and in the capital.

2. The family I knew was that of 2 Jewish business man

who sold sportsware articles. They had two children to whom

I gave lessons at home, as the fee they paid me was almost
equivalent with my monthly pay as a teacher. Both husband and
wife worked in the store, The finished products were made

for them by different small craftsmen and the business of the
store was excellent. The monthly net income was between 10
and 11 thousand forints, The monthly total turn-over,

around 100,000 forints. In spite of the heavy taxes, it was
woth while for them to keep their business. Naturally,

these people's housshold did not lack anything which could

be obtained legally or illegally in Hungary. They llved

in a2 tweo room apartment with adjoining space. One room

was for the children and the other for the parents. In the
summer, they,xsxksd vacationed on the lake Balaton or in

the mountains, in a private pension and lived like men

should have lived in our country. They were working and
honest people and they deserved their fortunate circumstances.

3, Until the end of 1949 after the inflation had been stopped,
the situation in Hungary was noirmal. The Bolshevists could
get a sclid hold on the economic situation only after they



took ks over the products and properties accumulated by pri-
vate individuals and achieved suppression of private own-
ership in favor of the atate. When they reduced everybody
who owned scmething to the state of a beggar, the state

was forced tﬂ% pport its own beggars. The economy started

to deteriora ith mild fluctuations,amd continued to do
go from 1950 uhtil the revolution.

B. 1. 3,500-4,000

. 2. About 12 per cent deductions plus 3 per cent union
ees,

6. I taught for five years and I always recelved 1,000
forints per month.

C. There were differences in price, For instance, the pota-
toes. When there were no more potatoes in the Kozert (state
storss) the price of the free market rose B or evan 10 fold!
Prices in Hungary dagnndad completely on the ingathering and
on the storage. If, because of faulty storage, 1,000
carloads of goods were spolled, prices increased two fold,
for example, so that the state enterprise could fulfill its
financial plan. As there were no competltors, the cltizens
paid everything.

{(2) Thers were minimal differences. It can only be said
that certain articles disappeared from the market for
sevepal months, Then we knew that the regime was exporting.
And to express how genial were the transactlons of the export
compnales, we used to say in Hungary that "for two quarts
of Tokagy wine, we recelved one quart of Pllsener beer from
Czechoslovakia®, Our foreign trade leaders wanted to do
business at all costs, because they still had business in the
blood when they came back from the concentration camps.
I knew many of them parﬁnnlliﬁp Wham from ths time I used
to go and buy vegetables in their own stores, I do not know
in what languige the foreign trade agresments,.suikimd were
settled, but I knew for sure that some of the peeple who
concluded them had only six years of elementary school,

3, £%% When an article disappeared for a while, it could
be found after a few days in limitless quantities on the
black market.

The ingathering system in Hungary was really amazing. The
buyer, that is the state, cheated the peasant whenever it
could. Nobody protected the peasant,if he complained, he



lackey
was branded a kulak or a xmkak of =m,kulaks., The buyer took
the good quality while claiming it to be poor quallty. The
asant thought to himself:"If you cheat me, 1’11 paﬁ you
cki", hux What had to be stored in a dry place, he
allowed to get wet (with water, it will weigh more!). When
the produce got to the warehouses, and when its transporta-
tion was delayed by lack of carriers, it germinated and got
rottén. The peasant could have put the produce in a dry place
in his attic, but Communism did not trust anybody.

I saw, myself, a case, in the Fall when the corn was being
gathaxed haxwesitmd gathered at the raillway station in a
countryside. The peasants gathered the corn in the heavy
rain, threw it on the ground and trampled it into the mud,
When I came back a week later, most of the corn was still
lying there wet and covered with mud. In that vear, 1954,
EMppIiesxuixEaxaxwas, the price of corn was 600 forints
a quintal., I wonder how the peasant who grew the corn by
the sweat of his brow and had to dd iver it to the state
for 40 to 50 forints a quintal did feelZ. This is the

way Bolshevism honored the tiring work of its peasants.
Those who directed these state organs had nothing to do
with agriculture, They were only Party membexs and could be
trusted by the Ministry for Ingathering.

S5, Mtk products (cheese, butter, etc.) Hun

Hungary was characterized the fact that everything could
be found, but for such a ppice that very few people could
buy them regularly. I censidered a luxury, while I was in
Hungary: alcoholic beveruges, cofifee, tea, cocoa, sardines,
tropical fruit,(they couldn't be found at all), a refriger-
ator, continuous hot water, a vacuum cleaner, a washing
machine, central heating or rather warmth.

6. There were articles in Hungary which were avallable to
the consumers only in limited guantities: They ould be
bought only through acquadntances. For instance, rice,
butter, chocolate, and every food stuff which disappsared
seasonally. Among the people who did under the counter
sales, very few were caught, I knew Kozert director who
kept in his store tamed rats in order to justify(the®damages”
he suffered. Every time an inspector would shoe up, the rats
were let free and the shrewd manager could report several
hundred forints worth of losses every month without being
suspected,



D. 1 had 27 hours of classes in schoel plus 16 hours pexr
week of private gymnastic instruction and 12 hours of massage.

What I earned with these thxree jobs was enough for relatively
normal life, But my life was literally calculated by minutes,
I had always to be back at school for the beginning of my
hours, My life was a perpetual running, This weuld not have
been compulsory for me, but teacher's salary did not

cover the minimum cost of my living, The school commenced

at BA.M., and ended at 2 P.M.. 1 had unoccupied hours between
the two. If Xhaxm I had to attend a lecture in the afterxr
noon I coukd not look after my other job, From my teacher's
salary and my earnings as a private gymnastic teacher,
950 per cent was deducted from which amount the director ,

the assistant director, the cleaning personnel and the

state got their share, the blggest gning naturally to

he latter. If I could have chosen, I would have preferred

to be a soccer player. It was the only intelligent occupation.
Soccer players could travel abroad with a regular passport
and they could live wothout difficultbes.

Inxthextuaxhexr Among the teachers, 1 must make a distine-
tion between two ignupﬁ: those with whom I spoke openly and
those to whom I didn't speak at all bacause 1t was advis-
gble to do so, as our position depended on the director's
good and bad will, But if one had a high protector, this did
not matéer. I was not satisfied with my job. One was forced
materially to take on much more than one could accomplish
normally. This was the same in all spheres of life for every-
body except for a very small category of people who could
make themselves independent materially from this situation.
Thizxmax

2, In their profession, my co-workers, in my opinion,
all gave satisfaction, When we were asked to put pelitics into
ymnastics and to prepare the young children to fight, we
ad to give them regular military training such as sharxp
shooting with automatic weapons and hand grenades, (I
taught industrial students for three years). The classifi-
cation in the progress of their military training was based
on mich shooting they did during the year. We took our
task seriously and we taught the youth how to fight. The
revolution proved that we taught them well.

3. The Communists vacation program was & faxgm false vaca-
tion which could be expressed by these woxrds, " If I don't
eat it I won't get anything else,” This meant in practice,
that people were sent in Nov to lake Balaton or in August
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to the mountains when thay wanted to be near the water.
Thexdzxkxioukionxwfxthe The granting of the holidays

was done on a "friendly" basis. Those who mexe had the
proper connections could have vacations as much as three
times a year, once lagally. the other times as a reward.
The granting of vacations was naturally linked to pim
political merits, though the amount of money which was
alloted was minimal. But the misfortunes of the poor vaca-
tioner really started when he arrived at the resort
designated fok him and whan he was put in a four bed room.
At a time when he wanted to rest, he wazxgixarxihzusx

found himself, like one of my fellow teachers, in the company
of three complete strangers of whom one snored, the other
listened to the radio until 2 in the morning and the thirxd
had a too marked preference for drinking. In addition,

a distance of one mile separated the dining place from the
dormitory and when my colleague came back from his rest,

he was so embittered that we could hardly cheer him up.

Health insurance was fairly well organized, If somebody

fell ill and had worked for two yszars at the same place

he received 70 per cent of his pig for the first two months;:
after this he was declardd a disableds person and was given
@ minimum sum on which he could starve. If he worked less
than two years at the aametglace, he gnt only 60 per cent of
his salary{ The health institutions ( nspitazu] were con-
tinually over crowded, the doctors collapsed one after the
other in their super human work, the haagzh personnel

was so poorly pald that as a result, it didn't care too much
about its work. In the dispensaries, could be found every
day thousands of people simulating {11ness together with the
pecple broken down by the Inhuman conditions of work. For
one year I assumed the direction of the athletlc cizxcle

of a large Budapest district hospital (Uipest). In the
hospitals, the food was kept at the lowest minimum possible.
Because of the bad material circumstances, the personnel
changed continually. The doctors had to take care of many
patients in varlous institutions in order to make a living.
As a result, their further scientific training was completely
neglected, I had many friends among the doctors whom I met
every day and I cannot recall a single one who was not
embittered.

Pensions

As Bolshevism needs a man only as long as he can sweat,
those who become old have to dée, The amount of the pensions
was so minimal that it did not cover the expenses for food
of an old man for two weeks! My grand mother received 120



4=M 26.

forints per month after the death of my grand father,
who had been a chief forestry officer.{This was the price
of eight pounds of lard),

I must mention separately the so-called Fartz pensions which
even a 30 year old man could get if the Bolshevist regime
thought him worthy of this amount. 1 knew somebody who

received 1,200 forints per month as Party pension. For what
merits, I don't know. The regime always spoke about reform-
ming the pension system and introduced a special 4 per cent
pension tax for everybody, but toc my knowledge, nomthing from
this money was ever given to the needy and starving old people,

E. (1) In I‘-Il.u'w,]n:-{;:I country life under Bolshevism was the
equibalent of belng buried alive. The country people, like
the rats from the sinking ship, fled desteratelytowards the
capital. This stream could only be called an "escape®.
Regards the distribution of goocds, wxz the country was looked
upon as if no people were emisting there. The Bolshevists
concentrated everything In the capital where they attempted
to create with fantastic shop-windows the a arance of
abundance., The Bolshevist regime destroyed the country. It
robbed who had something as long as it was possible, and when
they had nothing more left, it deported them, Ana:tﬁy reached
never seen proportions in the country., The police organs
could take any measures against anybody. Those who darected-
the country life were the m hooligans and the bars-inmates
who had never possessed anything and who, as trustworthy
proletarians, d become members of the Party and the leaders
of the country life,

The country life was characterized by fear and misery. I
tought for two years in the countxy, in a medium-size towm
[Nag?knniasa]. and as long as I'1ll live I'll never forget
those days of despair without any prospects for the future,
When we intellectuals met, nothing but complaints could be
heaxd, so that the people avoided each othexr's company., We
were all alone, witﬁnut any distractions, and felt extremely
miserable.l had no other choice than to return to the caplital-
if I didn't want to go insane or to become an &lcoheolic, like
other intellectuals, among them outstanding doctors, who had
been forced to accept a job in the country. In the city,
especially in Budapest, because of their number, the people did
not feel so exposed to the regime. Moreover, the economical
factors were incomparably more favorable.
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{2) The peasan had a horror of the collective farming

in Hungary. The Moscovite leaders who upon the Kremlin's
orders, wanted to realize collectivization didn't know the
inner life of the Hungarian peasants, because these leaders
had nothing in common with the Hungarian pesople. Collective
farming was introduced by an endless, vile and disgraceful
propaganda.A crusade was launched in the country against all
those who had some private property. They were called kulaks,
The Hunilrian paasants, who were branded by this name by the
Bolshevists were condemned to death. The peasantry, ruined

by the most terroristic methods, the most exorbitant taxes

and deliveries, was forced by groups to cultivate collectively.
The flourishing wmrkxwx farms went hankrugt* The Bolshevist
regime made from the Hungarian peasants who loved their land

a poor rural proletariate which possessed abecolutely nothing.
Propaganda farms were made out of a few kolkhozes with huge
sums of money, in which the members, after the distribution
of the incomr at the end of the year, were given as much as
4000-5000 forints monthly salary per person. At the same time,
the chief doctor of a hospital earned 1,600 forints per month.
The life and the work of these kolkhozes was the preferred
theme of the Communist press.

{3) The formation of the kolkhozes was opposed most of all
by the landless cotters of the former regime who in 19435,
had been given land and were finally able to have their own
1ife, in accordance with their own convictionk.

(4) Some kolkhozes, which were created by force, lacked so
much of means of production and of labor foxrce that the
members had nothling te eat. In Hung:r? one could regognize,
from far away which land belonged the kolkhoze, and which to
the individual farmer. When the weed was higher than the

apes, or when the corn was still not gathered in December,
t :nuid only be a kolkhoze, Students and employees were
forced more than once to go out to the fields to work, in
order to save at least @ part of the products, In the summer,
the majority of the army was ordered out for agricultural
work. When this free libor force was enable to reach any
sizable results, the kolkhoze was dissolved. The Communist
collectivization of agriculture was a planned and deliberate
destruction of Hungary's economic life.
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3. Private farms, In Hungary,nothing is so expensive as food,
The individual farmers, whe wexre fortunate enough to avoid
the kulaks' lists, and could produce well, took their share
out of the amazingly high prices of foodstuffs, though I knew
of very few such cases.

4. Independent farming, with the realization of an lrrigation
plan by the state, The Hungarian peasants would pay for the
water to the state, But the land would belong to the peasants.

XI. THE POLITICAL LIFE

A, 1. Before 1945, I went to school, The aim of school
education before 1945 was to keep alive in the child's mind
the so-called Hungarian patriotism and the restoration of the
Hungarian territorles detached by the peace treaty of Trlanon.
As a child, I remembexr the demonstrations of the years 1938-
1939, when we claimed for the returzn of the dedached territo-
ries. We heard so much in school of the Hungarian bravery and
heroism that we didn®t see that among the penglu who headed
these demonstrations some hed fu:mer?y owned land in these
territories.

wWith the beginning of World War II, the Hungarian politiwval

life fell partly under the influence of German ideology. We

in the schools and in the so-called "levente” youth organizat-

ion, also felt the effects of this tendenc(y. The anti-

semitic trend was propagated at that time in Hungary, too.

In our education, it played an insignificant part. In the

secondary school I went to, 50 per cent of the students were

H Jews, We never felt that ammanm where ware differences bet-

:;:n ui& we did our homework togethaer and played together in
yaxrd,

In 1942, when the German milétary apparatus swept over Europe,
the question arose in us, young people: what will be the fate
of Hungary following an eventual German vi#tory? We had seen
the es' fate, and we knew that in Rotterdam thousands of
people remained dead under the ruins after one single air
raid. As we became older, we started to realize what ruthless-
ness was,

In January, 1942, weX stuck anti-German leaflets on the walls
of houses and on street-car windows, and also in the school/
The next day, when I came out at noon from the schoel, two men
came to me and asked me to accompany them. They took me to the



Bajza-utca, in the German military and police establish-
ments, and the next day, I was transported to Vienne in a
sealed truck with two other students, and locked up at the
Elizabeth Allsa.

I spent 3 months in jail, together with 16th birthday.
After three months, at the end of Apxil, was questioned

by a Hungarian-speaking detective, and when I menticned the
name of one of my father's friends, who was chief detective-
in Hungary, he bacame very friendly, and told me how 1u=k1

I was, because some people had to walt one year before being
questioned. The interrogation took place in the building of
the Gestapo in Vienna, near the Banube Canal. Four or five
days later, thEI escorted me to the Hungarian border, and I
could go home illegally. Only when I arrived home did my
parents know of my fate for the first time.

In the jail, I got to know many foreigners, and I saw which
side had the strongest forces. After my return I continued my
studies in another school. During the German withdrawal, we

all knew that the nation had been swept into a hopeless and
injust war. At the age of elighteen, I fought in the war as a
"levente® in Budapest against the Russians, On January 13, 1945
in the last resistence center on the Margit kSrut, we threw
away our weapons with two other friends of the same age, and
put on civillian clothes.

And then we got to know the Russians personally. Rzxssiaimxxy
One can give some recognition to the Germans as soldlers. With
the Russians' arrival we discoversd a new type of men, the
type of men all dictatorships create for themselves, Without
any remorse, they killed anybody if this was in thelr interest,
Qur mothers and sisters had to be hiddem from them, and fox
long months, the generalm plundering and looting went on., We
would have never thought that God's cteation, man, humanity
could be destroyed to such an extent.

As the Russian pressure diminisbdd somewhat, the struggle
por power of the political parties and the individuals8
struggle for posétions began, The Jews saxme freed from the
ghetto established in Cecember 1944, and saved from the Nazl
death camps, wanted to pay back aze-fu:waye, tooth-for-tooth
the injuries inflicted to them. They organized the AVO and
the economical police. I met again some of my former school-
mates as detectives and AV) men. One of them told me that he
had just slapped half-dead one of his levente Instructors on
the Andrassy-ug¢ (AVO headquarters), who in 1944, made him lie
in the scheol yard. Everybody leaved in fear., The Russdans
took the peeple away from the streets and deported them to

[ ]
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Siberia for many years. Some fathers went down to gueue
for bread, and their families would mat see them again
five years later, if they were lucky.

This situation suited the Bolshevists whom Moscow sent

to Hungary for stepping openly on the stage, Where there 1is
mlsery, hate and dissatisfaction, Bolshevism finds safe
grounds. For the workers of the country, robbed by the

Germans and the Russians, a few words of encouragement were
sufficient, and hoping for a better life, a fraction of

them joined the Bolshevists who won therefore the first

round. The other partles either fought each other or,

inside the partles, fought for positlons. The parties divided
among themselves the mn?n poshtions dn the ministries. With
the help of the Sovliet bayonets, the Communists obtained the
most lmportant onas. The Earty had obtained a very small
percentage at the first national free elections. For a while,
the Communists kept promisin averything. Hundreds of thousands
of Mungarians had been deported to the Soiet Union, and when

@ small group of sick people was returned, ktixwms the Communis®
took the merit for it! The later evolution of eévents and the
strengthening of the internal security forwes of the Communists
followed a parxallel course. The Bolshevists' method was to
create dissatisfaction, to arm an interhal police force, to

pux surround the coun with barbed-wire and mines, and thus

their power was strengthened,

Because of the continous fighting of the parties, I could not
associate myself with thew ideas of any of them. There are only
ety nine million Hungarians in the world and I always thought
that one we could to put under a same denominator the
rrograms of all parties, and %zm to work with one single and
common will for the prosperity of the countxy.

E I knew of the first Communism only by hear-say, and at

lmn, in my oplnlon, one could have spoken ofi Communism omly,
not of Bolshevlst imperislism.m But the Communism of 1919

was based on ruthlessness, and did not raise the standard of
living of the masses. The Bolshavism of the years which follows
1945 was based on the degradation of the masses. The goal was
that eberybody should depend on a power which gives the minimum
means of living, If this minimum is denied, the mere existence

becomes 12;:035 le. Communism,is an idaulugI, which may bse
accepted by individuals like any other ideology. Bolshevism is

not an ideology. A small group, in a diaholical way, oxganized
the greatest sustem of terror of the world, and whereaever it

?ent,fit left nothing but tears, misery and suféering behind
tself. .

(2) The Bolshevists's contradictions.increased continually
during eighi years, and this could only lead to the psople's
foght for freedom.
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B. 1. A fraction of the CPF members jolned the Party

by conviction. The Jews joined because they saw the

protection of thelr existence in the proximity of the

Soviets. In my opinion, 50 per cent of the CP members

were foxrced to join. Some, order to keep their positions,
the others, in order to obtain a position through their Party
membership. The convinced Communists became quickly disxiilusim
ed by the hypxocrisy of the regime. There were honest men
amnnﬂ‘tham who were misled, The dangerous ones were those

who had top positions,and who, in order to keep these positions
swept everybody out of their way, Bolshevism tried to please
its members with the good man's mask only until its texrror
police force force was strong enoughf thx to supress expression
of opinion of the individual.

2., The Bolshevisk Party in Hungary had no policy of its own.

As the Bolshevist leaders were not even Hungarians, they were
not even able to follow IE parallely in Hungary the directives
received from Moscow.As the Bolshevists' pollicy changed in
Moscow, so it changed in Hungarﬁ. The Bolshevists always needed
to occupy the masses with something. They knew well the Roman
policy of "games for the people”. They hanged a handful of
people, and we sent cables thanking for having cleaned
our ancestral Hungarian life from these people. When an
influential man lost favor befere the eyes of the regime, he
fell immedaitely with all his entourage, includin% e cleaning
woman of the ministry. The sm positlions thus vacated were
filled again with even more zealous servants of Bolshesvism.

3. In ary, everybody lived in fear, but the most feaxful
man was the Communist. %t was c¢lear t& him that there was no
room for him outside the Party, and if he would lose its

favor, his further existence may ba annihilated. The Party
spirit was characterized by fear . The CP members had no
opinion; they had one duty, to shout together with the shouters
The so-called Party spirit was only good at preventing the
Bolshevists to become unfaithful to their masters in Moscow,
and to dare to express any fGndiviédual opinions,

4. The Bolshevist leaders of Hungary were without exceptions
the agents of Mescow, who received their training in the Soviet
Union. It cannot be denied that these men, apart from thelr
own well-being, never had any human feeling towards the fate

of the Hungarian people. They sold out the countxy %o the
Russians, and played the roles of tax mmkimkimgx collectors
for the Soviet emperor. As politicsl leaders, they were mere
puppets and were paraded before the Inepla. I am ashamed to
think that my country and the Hungarian people were oppressad
bu such damned gnmma dwarves, as Rakosli, Hegedus, etc,
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C. 1. The Hungarians felt on their own skin the benedictlons

of Bolshevism., The workers and the miners who at the beginnig
declared themselves communists realised that they had been de-

ceived. And those who spoke up were arrested. Everybody
cheated and stole from the state where he could. In the
minds of the people the state was the greatest enemy, to
which it was natural to cause damage and the destructlon
of which was the ultimate goal. If somebody, mwmx either
an individual or a group, would speak up openly and volce
dissatisfaction he was immediately taken into custody. One
cannot speak of open resistance in Hungary.

2. The relaxation under Imre Nagy iave a little hope to
the people, but nobody took it seriously. Everybody tried
only to take advantage of this eventual temporary situ-
ation, because we knew the Communist ideology: "One step
forward, two steps backward",

3. I had knowledge of the Petofi Circle, and our only hope
was that a national unity could be sventually reached
through thse enlightening of the masses.mm I was myself
interested in literature and was the secretary of a small
circle of friends which consisted of young actors, artists
and wrighters. We used to meet around the same table and
we enjoyed exchanging our thoughts about the creation of

a more human life. This Circle, which I created myself,
had about fifty members. I went once to a debate of the
Petofi Circle which was mainly s held in connectlon with
the students' situation, Our small clircle also trled to
learn and to play new plays which were not permitted by
the Bolshevists censorship.

Only in winter 1955 did the iIntelligence there to speak up.
1t was a cholce of alternatives between dying for a new
freedom, or living in eternal slavery. There was not much
to lomse. All the sorrows of ten years of oppression, tha
aasxafxthexmastxhbenutifuixysaxs which should have baen

the ten most beautiful years of our youth, were crying for
a new and more human life. In our debates, the passions
often silenced the volce of reason and we forgot to fear.
The whole country wanted something new, somethling purer
and nobler because Communism gave nothing but squalor and
lies. Dye~hard communists had broken down and steppad out
of the ranks of the Party. Even those writers who enjoyed
materlal advantages under Bolshevism were obliged to re-
cognise the freedom of the spirit.



The creation of thr intellectual and spiritual aimosphere

of the revolution is the work of the Hungarian wmxkexzx
writers. In the country, everything wasx crying for something
new, and this cry reached the workers' homes as well as the
smallest villages.

The role and fate of the intelligentsla under Belshevism

had been to be oppressed. By artificial means, the Bolshevists
wanted to oppose the intellectuals to the masses of workers
and peasants, and within the intelligentsia, they made a dis~
ttinction bstween progressive and non-progrepsive intelligentxin
sia.Communism, which stans on a materialistib basis, under-
estimated the strength of human mind and the eternal desire
for freedom of the human soul. During the revolution, writers,
workers, street-car conductors, teachers, students fought
togethet with weapons in thelr hands. I saw myself a fiemale
streset-care conductor, with a muddy bandage arocund herx hand,
came after three days of fighting to the New York Palace

in order to take some newspapers home for her friends,

X1I THER APPARATUS OF POWER

A. 1. Two types of men belonged to the AVO, The first group
took part in the organization of the AVU and its aim was to
take revenge for the harm done to it. As the years went hE,
these people occupled the leading positions in the AVO. The
se:nndtg?uup consisted of those who, for material advantages,
chose @ Infamous role of the secret-police.

2, One of my friends, the son of a former detective, was the
assistant-manager of a restaurant also selling liquor, One
day, a man in civillan clothes comss in in the after-noon and
orders beer. i "wWe have only bottled beer," saild my friend.
The man insisted he wanted tapped beer, "There is no tapped
beer", said my friend. XX gaxiixmy "I'll go and see for
myself in the celdar®™, sald the stranger. You have no
right to go down to the cellar replied my friend. "I'll

show you®, saild the strangexr and hes produced his identification
card showing that he was an AVO captain by the name of
Guismkexs Galambos (I don't remember his first name). My zaid
friend said "You still don't have the right to go into the
cellar, because only the man of the Central Office of the
Restaurants Enterprise have the right to go down". The
stranger left., Xkkx The same evening, two detectives came

to the restaurant and took away my friend for questioning.
Two hours later he was released. Ekh Three days later he

was summoned before the court mEgmim accused of concealling
goods and of being a Fascist, as his father had been a
detective, That was the reason why he didn't show the

cellar to the AVO :aptainfwhu turnad k out to be the local
AVO District Commander), and also bewause he wanted to
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to dowmprade the prestire of the /V0O before the other percons
who were in the restaurent. Iour days efter these events

ny friend was dlamissed from his job. The other store
manager who was not present durln; the incident was placed

in m another resteurant as well as the barman. (11 the
waltera were 8ls0 placed in other restasurants in the distriet.
The court proceedings were ended in this case by the revolution
at least for the moment. I was with my friend during the
revolution and we pald them back something. The sccount

of VO captain Galambos was definitely settled by one of the
walters who dld not forget him. This was life smmii in
Manpery. '

(6) 1 lmew two athletes of a handball team who Loth bdonred
to the AVOU. Doth had Leen drafted from the army into the

/VO end as they were trustworthy beocsuse of thelr oriyin,

the AVO let them study pymnestica st the universkty. Oitherwise
they had e8 lifttle in common with the seeret police as yself.
They were glven the ranlk of an offlcer and wers akudyinx in
their leat year at the university. Xmeausga Durin- the
revolution, I was afraid for them because they viore AVO
uniforms. One was shot by the pecple, but only wounded thourh
none of them foupht against anybody. 4/t that time they

both left the AVO, as many officers were allowed to co so.

there were many cases like the latter. These people's salery
was ecual to the pey of en ermy officer who as he wes not
clessified into the 'VO rid not et the clessifiecation
alloyiance. Their politlcal visws were completely in agreonent
wlth those of eny honest Ilungarian men. /8 they studied

they couldn't tell us much of the Intermel 1life of the AVD.

Here 18 another case. [/n acquelntance of mine was drefted
Into the AVO end sent to school. After he finished he ot
the ranl of an officer eond was mace the commander of a
parare. The nost Ingerestin,: fact was that his uncle was
a priest who wea 1n an Intermment cemp for years.

4. The hupe differcnces between prices and saleries in
Iungary under fhm communism lkept the people in continpual
state of worry. As the human righte ware implensnted
sccording to the comrmuniat patterms this created a continual
enxiety in people's minds. People would be arreated without
eny lepel foundation snd without havinpg eny ripht te choose
hls own defense coumsel. Thias situation ecen be 1llustrated
as follows: Somebody knocks durlng the night at the rypsy's
door. The ﬂﬁpﬂ{ terrified snd trembling poes to the door
and asks, Mho 1s it"? A volee from the outslde enowers
"Desth"! "Thank Cod", siphs the pypsy with relief, "I thourht
i1t was the AVO."
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S« T heard of thias system, but I did not experience it
personally. l/nen one arrived in a new plece, one soon
founcd out the people with whom one xzm could exchanpe
thourhts singerely, and those persons would cnution the
newcomer ageinst certain people before whom it wae not
edvlisable to talk. In my opinion the people who accepted
such an infamous role did 1t only in order to maintain
thelr positions.

6. Thls depended entirely on whether or not one had been
denounced by somebody to the /VO.

7« I nevor heard of such ceses. 1 doubt it very riuch
thet they oecurred.

B. Those who are fullty must receive their just punishment.
Those who dldn't harm anybody should be given the right
to live liks anybody else.

@« The members of the [lue ‘ovlice joined in many caAses

because they were &tracted by the materisl adventepes and
by an 1dle l1life. They had no prestige and from the point
of view of publlec sefety thelr role had 1little value. The
Elue Police force refused to mmwr cooperste with the AVD

in suporessing the revolutlion but choss a psaslve ettitude -
during the fighting. I

BE. Those who adulnistered the law In Hurary uncer the
former repima tried to merve those upon whom thelr positions |
depended, but there 1is no doubt that the right of choosing i
cne's legel defense could be used in r much freer way before

1946 than alter. Communiam erased comnletelythe syatem of

human rights and bullt up a new syste: which devnended

upon the situation of the moment of the Party policy.

The free labor force provided by the numerous prisoners

was & very lmportant fector in the acononie 1lilfe and plans

of communism. Vhe the commmuniste declided to start a lerge

gons truction work or to solve & niining projeet, they found

new poasibilitlies in order to errcet people. Bolsheviam

crecsted the le &l prac:lece of the defense accusing the

defendant and thanking the court for helplng the defendant

-- gventually for years =- fto becone a socielist elament.

The prisoner's sentence was declded on the grounds of

his origin and politicel opinions. Often the "mislecd
proletarisn” could save himselfl in cnses vhere the intellectual
woulc be sentenced to seversl years imprisomment because

hm his case was hendled politically mnd becsusSe Risxperxamraiity he
was not rellable.

3« The Peonles Courts of 1045-47 functioned on the basls
of revenre ond were the complete servants of the comwuniath
system.which, with a few exceptions, condemmed tene of
thousenda of iniocent people. If & Jew denounced somebody
in 1945 thet wes enou to send that person to Jall for
months without eny hearing and to be glven the heaviest

gentence. Desecause of the injustices inflleted upon them,
the Jews wanted to talle revence on everyhody.
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I reiiember & court hearing in 1945 when my profesaor of
(ymiastlies, 1l: ter ny collearue, Joseph V., was haeld for
ronths in prison after heving been denounfied Ly a Jew.

Em The latter, before his deportetlion In 1044, had =mam
entruatea some of his olc¢ to him. This pold, torether
with other valuables wes atolen from ry collesue by the
Missians. At the court hearins 1€ was found out that ny
friend had .one a similer favor for several other Jews

enc that he had saved everybocles wvaluables wlth the

only exception mentloned above. The audlence 1n the court-
roorm consisted mainly of Jews who sat there day efter dey;
as thelr relativea had been eventually executed by llazias
their only aim waa to take revenpe. I rerember tha: the
whole school want to the hearin: of my teacher, nore than
one thousand atudenta, vwith stones in our pockets and iron
plpes under our ecoasta declded to free, by force if necessrry,
the teacher we liked 30 much. ExsmckkmxfsnssdeamEs. They
woulé not let us into the bulldinc so we forced the door
and occupied 2ll the atelrways. I'A merlous Incldent

dld not teke place Retween us and the police 1t was only
thanka to the presence of our teschers. One thousand unwllling
youny people thus fell victin of feeling called "anti-
Senitism". (ur teacher was acoultted at the heorinp. Ills
three children end his prepsnant wife were rlso present. Ve
dld not let him return to his jall to go throush the final
formalitiea but carried him on our shoulders out to the
streat. Such a ceae cen throw a pgood lipght on the judieial
situation in Hungery at that time.

4. 1 have no persocnal ix experisnce of prison 1llfe wunder
the commwunists, but some of ny friends spent years in prison.
“he prisoners could obtain information from the ocutalde
because, for money, you could obtaln sverything under
Bolshevliam.

C. As the members of the Hungarlan army were soldiers draft-
ed by force, they hated their bond and their officersl whose
intellectual level was, with a few wxceptions lower, than that
of the privates, The army's role during the revolution was
most significantf, both at the besginning and after Nov. 4 .
The young soldiers who had been givan arms by the Communists
and who learned how to use them, turned them against the big-
gest enemy, the Russians. The young soldier, whose parents
were deported by the AVO could finally take revenge for thess
injustices. A fraction of the officers sided with the revol-
ution and nnlI then did it become evident how the number of
those, the Bolshevisits could count upon was small,

There were no differences between social groups. I thought
that the army’'s behavior was natural, and I was not surprised.




2. I served in the army during the first year when Hungary
joined unconditionally the Communist blo¢, and when the country
became simlilar to a large military camp. We were trdined

unddr the direction of reserve officers. In order to become

a reserve cofficer, one had to be 100 per cent reliable
politically. The officerss cultural level was amazingly low,
The commander, Major Fazekas, was a sergeant under the former
regime, We found out later that he got his rank exclus-

ively because during the deportations of 1944, he hid '
successfully a Jew who later became a' high ranking arm
officer. Everybody hated this man, even s fellow officers.
We had another officer, a horseman from Hortobagy who had
great difficulties with writing. Those who really knew

about the training were the soldiers trained under the former
regime, who served as non-commissioned officers, A minimal
supply of food was provided and when it got to the soldiers
almost everything was stolen.

As there was a hugh gulf between officers and soldlers,

the soldiwrs didn't trust their officerw during the revolu-
tiob, When we were attacfied by a storm-brigade of the offi-
cers' training school, together with Soviet armored cars,
these officers understood the meaning of the people's fight
only after we had annihilated the Russians. As these training
officers did not swear allegiance to the Kadar regime,

90 per cent were discharged on their request and gave up

the military carreer,

3. Those who did CP work, or were active on the political
lime were hetter treated. We attended low level politlical
lectihres a few hours weekly. We couldn't understand why we
received military treaining. The regime had to be very
nalve if it believed that we would not use our weapons
first against it,

D 3 ,jajf_ggﬁgg;_ﬁigg. The feelings are due to the events
of 1945, ought against them for more than one month

at that time and I knew that nothing good may be expected
of them., Those who expected something were deceived the mnost,

3. The conviction of these Russian troops changed during
their stay in Hungary, for our living standard, even after
ten yrars of Bolshevism, was not lewarxamxmmzhx lowered
as much as the highest in the Soviet Union, For them, even
this was ideal.

In thelr everyday life, Hungarians and Russians were completly
separated, and the former hated the latter,




4. The Russian soldiers who came te Hungary diéring and after
World War Il became unrellable for the Bolshevists' propaganda,

During the revolution, I fought against them and did not
speak to them, But wee were sure one thing: that these
trnﬂpa had been misled. The troopsxaixmmxz already stationed
in Hungary had much more obsolete weapons and had a broader
herizon for making judgements,

5. a) I heard of such cases , but I knew it was not true.
b) ¢) d) I don't know of such cases.,

e] I know mRxEaze one case when during the blood-bathg
before the Parliament, several Soviet soldiers were wounded
by AVD bullets, and when the Soviet tanks opened gun fire
on the secret policemen shooting from the Ministry of Agri-
culture.

f) The commanders of the new troops did not recog-
nize the old commanders' authoxrity and as a result, a few
fights broke out in the country, I don't know exactly where,

E,

» 1. If somebody had some business to arrange in an
office, he had to look in advance for somebody who would help
him in arranging it because otherwise, he might have lost
much of his time in the zig-zag of buraeucracy, without the
slightest hope of success. As the pmm people who handled
officlal business were very poorly paid, theyd were often
willing to arrange a case for some money.

Excagt for those former officials who were insidpensable
to the Communists, the personnel was new,and completely
new offices were set up to handle the affairs of the Communists.
buring the past 8 years, it is my opinion that the number
of administrative departments increased at least twofold.
There were £9d too many inspectors who were following each
other, For example, the operation of a small restaurant
would formerly require the owner, who often worked by him-
self, eventually with one helper. Today, after the state
has taken away the shop from the proprietor, we find AKAY
a manager, a cashier, a cleaning woman, and a barman
to carry the work. This only for the restaurant alone.



The head office of the Budapest Restaurant Industry

which controlled those shops consisted of: the Party
official, the Trade Union official, the management, the
secretariat, the commerce department, the personnel depart-
ment, the accountlng department, the registration department,
the payroll group, the control department, and the inovation
section., Each department had a large number of employees.

1f there number was dividegqd’ ' /by the number of those workers
employed in the restaurant, one finds out that Add/ L&KL/
there are two clerxrks for each restaurant worker. This ssems
amazing but it was the actual situation in all spheres of
life in Hungary.

In the school year 1955-56, I was not permitted to teach
for one year because 1 was judged unreliable politically

by the educatlional department. In the previous year, I
taught in an indéstrial training school with teachers who
finished their last school year maxk shortly before.

As there was a complete anarchy in the field of instruction,
I didn't remain silent and I lsst grace before the workers®
cadre (cader) . As thEI couldn’t criticize my professional
work, it was more difficult for them to bully me.

I knew many fine fellows who were desperate because of the
country's situation.

2, Self-criticism was a weapon in the Communistshdrdd
hands who misuded it to clean their faults and crimes.

F. As nobody was kikisd paid enough wages, except the top
leaders, evervthing Zdifil/¥</ could be "arranged” for money ,
i.e, trade licenses, legal affairs, etc, I f e employsés
social background WAS GUOD to be given as an example,

he was severely punished; if not, he was only supposed to

have been "misled" by the words of the reaction.

G. The Communists political leaders obviously were narrow-
sighted and unintelligent. The Bolshevists used only such men
in order to realize théir aims. And if one of them was shrewd
enough, he might have made a good careex.
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XI1I. ASSESSMENT OB FUTURE PROSPECTS FOR HUNGARY

A. If Bolshavism is to remaln ender its old form, it can
be maintained only amidst the greatest anarchy. Hungary is
today the last dependable among the captive countries,

1f the situation changes, the country will become again
a battle-field between various political parties. All those
who were harmed by the Bolshevist regime will be active
again. But it would be difficult to saz for whan this
ssibility can be considered. Among all the captive nations,
ungary's fate is perhaps the most tragic.

The attitude of the West towards Hungary was equal to
nothing. The West is militarily too weaz to treat, as an equal,
with the Sovietfs. The big Western powers AW/ YIL/XA/E/
sold Eastern Europe to the Bolshevists, thus, Hungary became
a part of the Soviet empire for whom the Russians sacrificed
millions of men during Workd War 1I. America spared her sons '
lives. The price today is slavery for X@@/siXII4d/Lix
¥ hundreds of millions of people., History proved again
that the smalleat nations are only mere toys in the hands of |
the bid powers.

man who was

The Western xidrvidd sitting in his car and heard the events '
in Héng rz- entuallly sighed for 2 while and put his ey |
i e tollec on bokxes, There wa chapge-in his 1ife
W £ A8/ rdLAE 17EW9 2: he car't th naive

ty 5

ag to pac ificaxjﬁﬂ prosper of His country becadse in
same small natio

The Westerp men who were sitting in thelr cars and heard the
avents in ‘‘ungary eventually sighed for a whilw, put their
money in the collection boxes. There were no changes in their
lives. We know that they can't be so naive as to sacrifice
their country's and thelr own prosperity because in some small
nation, of which they hear for maybe the first time in their
lives, AAd/AA/VNIAA/ €4  tens of thousands of people have

died and a few millions are living in slavery for an MAKMdyir
unforeseeable period £ of time

Economically and politically Hungary's situation can become
sure only in the frgme of a European united states. As long
as the country reamins by itself, it will become, because
of 1ts qgeographic position, a place of conflict between the
big powers.



4-M a1/

Time works for the Soviet Union. In my opinicn, as lnng 35
their political interests will keep the Eig powars div ﬂed.
no changes will occur in Europe. As soon as the Soviet “nion
will see no other alternative, it will attack Europe and thers
can be no doubt of her initial success. If the United States
takes interest in Europe's fate, it must Ad¥ sacrifice
at that time twice as many lives as were spared by Roosevelt.
Bacause the three big Western powers are jointly responsible
for the present situation/ in Eastern Europe. As for the
Soviets, they are determined to defend the booty bought with
the blood of their subjects. T

revolution
The HungarianTales Eruvad that 100 million people can regain
their freedom onlyAthrough war. When we young people think back
ofi the events and of the yzars spent under Communism, we rather
would prefer to die than to live in eternal enslavement.
1 don't see any other possibilities. The Soviet Union's
aims are to maintain her position, particularly in those
countries which were given to her by the thres Western powers,
I remember well the picture which could be found in Communist
school-books after the signdng of the f2£{¥Y agreement of
Yalta, The leaders of the three Western powers surrounded
Stalin, whose hands were stained with the blood of thousands of
millions of people. When the Western powers speak of honor,
they should always look again at this picture,.

B. Before and also fluring the revolution hope was kept alive
in the people only by the foreign radio broadcasts. As the
people became often completely insensible, thay believed

even the lies, The revolutlon was not somebody's hope because
nobody knew there would be a revobdtlion. The westerner who
goes to bed in peace will not take the responsibility for 2
new war, We knew this and we still hoped, without hope,
because we couldn't do otherwise if we wanted to live.

AlV. SOCIAL, POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC IDEOLOGY

A. I would like to see the independent Hungary in the frame
of a European economical and customs union. Hungary is pri-
marily an agricultural country and when the oppression of

the peasantry will cease,Add/WHéA the poeple will retuxn again
to the countryside,which always provided a living for those
who worked diligently. As for industry, I would put the em-
phasis on light industy and would develop only thoss branches
which are the most remunerative, for example, aluminum,

Heavy industry,which is an impoxtant/ factor in the country's
economic deficit, should be suppressed, especially the
operation of Sztalinvarcs, Because it was probabhky the fF/Zdf¥/
first time IA/NILXLS5  that iron ore was brought te the




smelters from a distance of over 650 miles.

Among the state enterprises,fthose whose operations are useful
from the point of view of the state,should remain under

its control. Those which were centralized by force, sheuld be
returned into private hands with a progressive system of

taxes and adequate representation for the workers' AlgW¥d and
;ha peasants' rights.

To set a8 maximum limit to the amount of lands a person

or family may own would be undoubtedly advantageous after
the present system to prevent the restoration of the situa-
tion prevailing before 1945,

I want an independent Hungary to be a republic, I will always
choose government which guarantees the personal freedom of

the individual., Because it is the law of survival that, in the
struggle for life, the strong shall survive and ZHf will

have successors while the weak shall perish, plants, animals,
and man alike,

I am ntt in favor of outlawing the Communist Party because this
A€ would be in contradiction to the meaning of freedom,

C. I want for Hungary a status of neutrality and of equality
with all of the states, I am in favor of large scale eceno-
mic and cultural relations especially with Western Eurcpe

and the USA., I favor a free exchange of material and spiritual
goods without being tied down to any ideology,

I can only imagine such Dapubian federation if it is based
on voluntary membership and neutrality. As for Hungary's
boundaries, if a common European unity can bs achleved,

it will not matter where the people will livs. On the other
hand, if the new changas inthe worid will keep the countries
within their own boundaries and cumpating for their own
interests, then the return of those territories populated by
Hungarians would be just, in my opinion.



XV, THE FORMATION OF PUBLIC GPTROGH OPINION

2. I did not hear of it.

the
3. I heard of this under Communist version, Several cases
which lasted for mathx, months, such as the Rosenberg case,
were known.

6. Yes, and I thought it was a good thing to have a distator
fall. Today in New York, I am treating several Argentines
who were wounded during the revolution and were sent here

by the new government to be rehabilitated.

8. I didn't know much about Rakosi's private life before the
revolution though I lived X@F 300 feet from his residence.
at Zugliget. After the revolution, I went into his villa and
1 could see what Communism meant according to 5Stalin's ideas.
The villa had 32 private rooms, three TV sets, etc. I don't
have to elaborate on this subject.

B, 1. Before the war, I read asfecially.Hungariun classic
literature. In school, Hungarian literature was my preferred
subjectd{ and remained so after the war. Moreover, I wanted

to acquire AMELLLLENL/ XX an artistic level g€ in

the presentation of Hungarian literature. I had a fairly

good library, which contained among others, the works of

all Hungarian poefts and many foreign ones, toe, in Hungaxian
translations. I collected £¢ books as a hobby over the
years especially works treating of literature and the history
of music. My preference went to the Hungarian novels particu-
Larly the lyrical works.

1 didn't read the newspapers reqularly. The Literary Journald
was the only newspaper I bought regularly because of its
lLiterary contents. I actually collected each copy.

The works of the classic foreign suthors were very rare

in Hungary and could be found only in antigue shops or

through private collectors. Certain books couldn't be found at
all. For instance, I searched in vain for three years for

a book by Jack London entitled Martin Eden.

2. I read more during the past ten years becuase these were
the most precious years of my life during which ons is
gducating oneself. I read often late at night because of a
strong inner conviction that man can't live like an anidal,
ﬁﬁ.f' 4 time was so limited by my struggle for survival

at this was the only moment when I could hold a book in =
my hands. The state of my nerves, however, did not allow
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me to mediate in peace and this was characteristic for
all people in Hungary under Communism.

People of my kind read the EI?E books as 1. Maybe more
fiction than lyrical works, 'he situation was worse with
the workers whose political ignorance caused them to fall
victim to Communism., On the cultural level, they were not
given anything else but Bolshevist culture. Their intell-
ectual level was not developed enough to enable them to
form a cultural life of their fdff own. The librarfies
were cu:ﬁietely at the service of the Bolshevist propaganda
Communists spent lar?a sums of moneg to create
elr own.

various cultural centers of th

3. I often read the 'Magﬁar Nemzet"., But was only lnterested
in its lterary value which was minimal. Sometimes, friends

would tell me that there was something which had to be read |
but I admit that, in our impossibls hopes, we often interpreted
NeEws ac:nrding to our own wishful thinking. I never read
publications from Russia or the other satellites., Apart

from technical literature, no political publications £4dId

WE/E from the West could be found in Hungary.

4. Yes, I read many books that were "illegal“&sfacially
lyrical works. I kept them at home and tried to lend them to
my friends who were interested. This kind of book was
destroved by the orbanizagions, hidden by the individuals
before the Communist regime.

some
C., As/Efidd of my relatives and friends were employed in
shipping, and went to the West.-- Austria, West Germany--
1 got foreign news from them, This news, instead of ra sing
our hopes, rather discouraged (s. We discussed it with
my friends, The news was mostly political and economlcal.
As I had some former class-mates who went to live in the
Wlest, I stayed in contact with them for a while/ through
correspondence.

D, Everybody talked about politics ih Hungary. It required
only two people, If a third one came, a3 completely candid
exchange of thoughts could not take placw because of the
danger of being arrested, We refrained from conductiéddgdei -

ing such discussions by correspondence or
telephone, Myf££€X#, “‘ihen I spoke of this news on the phone
at school and my colleagues would leave the room in a panic
for fear of being called as a witness by the AVO. This ac-
tually never happened.
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F. As I was very busy at work, I had little time to go to
the theatre except when I studied theatre myself. 1 only
went to see classical playa_espeuialiﬁ those I considered
important for my studies. I went to the theatre £ two to
three times a month, The plays I liked the HMost were

Cyrano #ZAd and The Mute LE&FAAL{{d Levente by & Erkel.
As for movies, and it may seem unbelieveable, I went maybe
twenty times du:inintha last 8 years, The reason was that

I didn't 1like Russian movies and that it was very difficult
to get tickets to the French and Itallan ones.

XVI. KB EVENTS OUTSIDE HUNGARY

A, 1 have always looked at forelgn events from the point

of view of seeing how clcse ﬁ!?lfﬂ?!ﬁ they may bring us to
armed conflict, because this would have been for us the only
solution in order to regain our independence.

l. 1 do not belisve in the possibility of a change in the
Soviet Union through internal liberalization or revolution,
The basis and only strength of Bolshevism is terror and it
can maintain its position only by the use of the policy of
terror. In all circumstances, time is faverable to the
Soviat Union and as ¥Héy her technical progress increases,
her strength will become the equal of the West's. As seon
as this happens, I don't belisve that they will hesitate

as muchas the West and they will reallze the Bolshevization
of the world, with the greatest power on earth, terror,

The Russian people will continue to fear intensely the terror

in which it is forced to live and to accept the lies which it

has to witness. The greatest lie on earth 1ls called Communism

by the Bolshevism. Not even we Hungarians were always able

;g imagine the degree of miseryy in which the Russlan people
ved,

Because of my particular situation, I had several times, the
opportunity to meet and to be together with Russian athletes.
As a masseur, I was the only man in Hungary who could spend
hours in their hotel rooms. The candid opinions of these men
who could not make comparisons between cénditions existing

in different countries, broke my heart. The only thing these
athletes took with them was a shabby suit, two shirts, and
one palr of black underpaents.fsd I could sez that these
people wanted a good sult, goed clgarettes, and a free life
just as much as any pther normal man. In their {flirst contact=
with me, thsy were very reserved and they came closer only
when I gave them a few packs of American cigarettes which 1
get from Western athletes. They had to smoke them in sacret,
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to avoid being seen by their superiors. I didn't get involved
in poltical discussions with these people but these simple
incidents threw enough light on their innermost thoughts.

2/ Free elections are unimaginable in the Soviet Unim.
In m; opinion, the Soviet leaders started a game of cards
which cannot be stopped, and the hand will continue to be
dealt until the partners fall out of the gams.

B. The most popular Eastern European nations are Poland

and Rumania, the least popular , Czechoslovakia. The Hun-
garians know perfectly well that the FALULA/BM{dg other
Eastern European nations did not choose thelir fates themselves.
and that, with the exceptlons of Czechoslovakia and East
Germany, their present situation is worse than Hungary's.

The leading roles in these countries is played by the same
Moscdvite agents as in Hungary.

I met athletes of other Eastern European countries, many

of whom were a:tUalﬂaHungariana, like the members of £
Rumanian teams. In t way, 1 got a good general picture of
the conditions exlisting in their countries. The sdtuation
there 1s the same as in Hungary,l.e. the people would reject
Communism if gl given the opportunity.

3, The best standard of living belongs to East Germany,
the worst to Bulgaria, Albania, and Poland.

C. We cannot speak of a real whange . The government alone
has lost its puppet character. I don't approve SdZK/A/BEXIEA
this policy, it is condemned te death, These people are
forcing themselves. But in the so-called camp of peace, such
a situation cannot be maintained for long; the near future
will show it.

The events in Poland had £ psychological effects in Hungary
but they were not the causef of the revolution.

The Poles were not allowed freedom of speech because
Bolshevism does not recognize it. As tha misery was intense,
and there was no remedy for it, the regime is letting the
people talk themselves out so that they will accept again
their situation, resignedly. 1f w

If we could have foreseen that several thousandf young Hug-
garians would die in vain because of the West's abandonment
and because the propagnada sent by the Western radios over
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to the Hungarian people turned out tec be a
:::azgzri Jjust as haga as tﬁg Soviet's treachery on llov, 4,
1 wuuldrzava preferred no revolution at all.

D. 1. Tito has no Influence 2t all on %xE ‘oatern Zuropesn
politles, lle 18 a dletotor and AT free electlons were held

in Yuroglavia, he would be swept nwy from nower, Tito 1s

the kind of politlclan who serves everybody, toes everything
for overybody, vhen thle 1is benafitl-l for his owm pnsltion
and interests. The stondadrd of living of Yurocl-vila 1s alai-
1r to th-ot of 'uncory, rersonnl frecdoms Junt as cup-repsed
as in "unT21y, thourh more " estern "wronesn cultur:l sorks,
nuch 8 books, movlios, ~re ~lioved in Yurorlovia, Dut the
rerime conolders them in tho groe woy as the re~ime in Mun~=rvy.

E, 1, I'ecouce of the clunninene of the “m~ricans. Tho US nolicy
in Ch#na conslsted only in sending déllors, lut no aen to defend
thelr ovn interests. s = result, lilke the I~sterm “urdrean
countries, Chin=z fell intgo the honda of the Jomiunists. The US
have "lre~dy atarted to poy in humen lives for that aintake,
Gurins the liorenn vor.

J. Tho "oviets havo moybe a more complete hold on Zo:-uniat

Zalna thin on Zostern Duropo. Thoy have hundrexds -nd thousanda

of dvisers" in the cruntry. I Imow that f-ot to bte true, throurh
waut I Yeard from the Mum~"plan uthletes vho visited China.

5. Englend &5 lost India for ever, but ass long 28 India's
destiny will be In the h-nds of n politician such as Iehru,
the country's fate i1s not renscuring. The porsonality of Mehru
-ogsn't offor any sasurances thet some day Indis will not aink
into the swamps of Com:uniem, Iichru 1s the type of A n -hose
praslion llet in the t eatre.

6. The Suez situation proved onco more than the Coviets oon
nlay with the world as they =lense, Nasner ic an ~~ent of the
Sovists In “frieca, like Tito wcs In the Dallisns in 1044, or
he 1s belns driven into the sane current beerusce of his weak
gharacter. It 1s not by nere chance that the Tuosains are the
beot ghess rl:yers in the unrld. Politic-lly, they move thoir
unrets oo that the ‘est cin ese~ e the d-n-cr of a checlnmate
only by sacrificinr~ a new fi-ure,

The eventas of Tuez had no Influorce on e "un~ ri~n revolution.
It plven only the proof th t thic nr--tireo of the US: in the
Joviete' eyes 18 nuch sanller thist we could have bel-ived it

2t any tie.To o'y, 28 none 4ic in the 'oot, thrt the Zoviet
intervontlon in Mmgnry was po:ailel to the ..n-lo-French inter-
vention in Tgypt is a bans distortior of the faste. Until now,
the ‘Jeat d4id not znd could not apply smnetlons ~r--inst the Sovi-t
Unlon. The usc of sanctiona 1o effective only  poinst a weak
prty, and for the past ten years, the polley of the Soviots
didn't show any simga of woskness. Everything ve Ekx called
wealmess frea thelr p rt w s Just wishful thinBing.
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F. Vest Germany's prosperity resched neveir-seen proportions,

and and thot beléeve that the Wast Germans will saorifice this
prosporiiy in a nev war,. Gormany knows well that CSurope's fote
dn in her hands, and she will alwoys play in Curope o first role
econonloeally and politiczlly.

W.CGernany has followed 2 very ~ood pollecy mnd rsives todoy the
aprearance ol the nost comploto democrncey. In her Jentern
re2lity of today, Garma.nir is more united thon in ony other tinme
in her history. It doeon'® have to accept any foreipn ddcolopy
and can crecte for her cltizens their ovn world to an extent not
found in any other Turopean country today. In my opinion, Gremany
will recelve evorythlng she wants becouse thore 1s no Turope
without Germany,

The German rearmanent is not conoiderable today, and o5 long as
1t 1s not completed, DNurope's security will be wmcertoin, 1ike
the weathercock twrning at the Russian wind, IV Vorld ‘ar I1I,
tho vholo world had to unibe ite efforts to force the Cermans
down on thelr kmees, Maybe this tine 1t wlll be the othor wny,
though tho Germand, traditionzlly, are notm politielsons,

2s The Germon /Aymy 1s the best army in the world., As men, most
lons would reject thom., As ooldlers, they have no equalal

I am convinced that the Joviets won't remain gatim quiet one

ninute 1f a etrong German rearmoment tokee place, The Sovieta!

pregent military preparedness could have ﬂ%ﬂﬂﬂ conpeotitor

in the world: Germany, The American policy ch oconstisted, in

eritical times, 1in sacrificing monoy instecd of men, failed 1in

many coses, and the US hnd to poy o doubls pacrifice o o rensult.

G. Britulnk economie troubles and political failures reveal thot
her role 28 a preat power is near an end. Following her leaders'
blundera ond mistakes, Britain's preotice is f2ding awcy, and
in 2 short time, 1t will bo complotely for~ottan.

3. Hlrheot, ‘lesit Germany, lowest, Italy.

H. 1, The leval of the well-being.

2, In my opinion, Eurocpe's fate depends on imoricc roarming

Germany o8 quickly as possible, before the Soviete stort the

third ‘orld War., But it ie not sure that the Sovieta wlll rslve

much time. If a bolance of power cah be mmx created with the
rearmament of eat Germany, , than maybe the US wlll be 2ble to
nerociate as equels with the Sovlete, and to take up the {ight

with 8 of poucess, elther sfwwmmk around the conference tables

or on the battle-{iclde. In my opinion, however, one rust consider
the fact that the U3A, which at the ¥nlta apreement puve the Eastern
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Luropean countries to the Soviet Unlon, connot suppert abso-
lutoly rightful claima on these countries, The Soviets paid &
to the West the price for those otratepie and political mosit-
ions, which were neceassory 1if thai wanted to penotrate into
Eurcpa's heart and to hkeep control of it.

Ap tho US has spent thousands of millions of dollars on much
more 5llly and bod budinese decls, ocuch as China, 1t's not
too big a risk to try a few hundresd of millions on such
countries vhlch, if clven arms inte their hands, would oect
for their own intereste. I 1nclude among tham cll the Lnetern
Furopean nntlona,

3« As nillions of my eccmpatriots are still romcimning in the
country, and that only & small froetion is in the lucky position
to liveo on o free poll, the US policy towards tho present gmovern-
ment x should be such that the fute and livon of those vho
remained in Ilunpary be kept bonrableo, To kexim btreak diplomatioe
relatlions would only aprravate thelr piltuction.

4, Yes, of course., This will pive them more “wope to bo able

to travel themselves,, and will en~ble them to get 2 true
plcture of the sltuntion in the world, ‘nd tho visitors will

be -ble to report the true sltuation in Mmroary. Nobody should
influomece these vianltora before they ro.

5« Yea, bocause they didn't rocolve any for the past ten yeara.

G, It doop not nmatter, Everybody whooe oves ore opon con 800
the rocl situction in Munrory.

Ts To ptrongthem the Nuropoan countries econunically in order
to roinforee their political Independance, 'heore there 1e misery,
there 1z fortilo —rownd for Commisam.

£+ Bocouse of Forea's strateglc importance, tnd because reasons
ef preatipge.

1. 1, In the Europoan scnee of the word, there is no dlecro-
pcney in Amorieco as far as skowinonir 1i1ving otondarda are
concerned bocause the mecning of mpger 18 umimowvm here,. The
differences tond to become oven botween rieh and poor, o8 both
have only one stomiach, If tho poor takes his r’:.mil;r‘r in his car
and drives before the rich nan's slyserapor, I don't think he
will fool thnt he needn 2 ghiysorper, too,

2, lMere the troadoc-unionos reprosent the woritora' intereete
tnd possesp tho rrectent powers in tho ccononle 1i1fe of tho U5,
They 2ro not under Communilst Influcmce, but tre such true ro-
presontotivea i the worliers thnt I 1mould have nover inocined it,



3, Orime rate is hiph toda¥, but the siturtlon 1is incomporably
bettor thon in tho 1920s. Thio c¢an bo erxplainod by the greater
woolth of the misEed.

4, Tn the Tio0ld of poncral and tochnical educction, the lovel

of Ruropecn oducntion is hicher in ny opinion, =nd tho demandn are

preater. Tho Ameriean oducation polley noods connlderablo
reforms, ond nust ontor o new erc,., In oy oninion, & Tuaropoan
Unlon would bo for more supsrior by 1ts tochnieal achlevoments
thhn tho U8, Af both continonts poscess the etuallity in ocono-
mic foctora.

5. An Amorican's 1ife cecmp to be more empty thon 2 “uroepans,
and at thoe present time, I'm unable to underctand this, In any
cape, everybody spends his fxoo timo as Je plotioen,

-

The UN ocould not have influenced the situation in Rungary. Tho
voloht of the Un 1e only folt by tho weak nombors, arnlmnnat the
poverful ones such as tho ¥mtikmd USSR and tho Unitod Jtates.
llo military sanctions can be applied to those bl militery
povers who look omilingly a2t tho fetlvitiso of the U, Tho

at povors are led by their own ibterosts ond nolo concodo-

ong only vhon this 1s negenscry to protect or to promotc those
intorocta. In their nolicics, they were never noved by tho
to~ros or oven the dooth of mil"_.‘mn of nooplox, Tho UN wao the
hopc of the small notionn, and plays ~pnronintivoly the rolo
of the school teocher nmi&nt the £ Nhting children. If ho

can't m-lke order petcofully, ho ~ives tuo olaps, ond ordor 1s
rostored. The child 1111 not hit bock, bocause hio Auty 1s to
oboy. If 2dults do tho sene togothor, more scrious trouble

eon bo expocted. Just lool at the behovicr of tho groot povors.

Only & conplete and demonotrative wmlty con bo effective in
order to bettor the sltuction in Munpory.Tho Soviete lmow well
tho troublen of Turopo and of tho 111ddlo Coot. Thoy oxplolt
thon und chiooo thelr victing without hoving anybody who could
atop then fron delnp Bo,
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XVII. & O LOnul of aeD . TTITUDES TOUARD S-LECTED PERSOIIALITIES

A. Dela Kovoes.
Because ho had gharacter and was 4 truo hungarion, he would
not sacrifice hls country for personal interosts se his party

colleapues formorly hod done.
B, Imro Nagy.

A8 2 man and ag & Commmist, he was surprlsinhly honoot in hie
aima thouch he poroonally rould not havo bheon tho soclutlion to
the loadorship of tho hmparden notion, I bolicve that ho's the
only Corrmmist the Munossrian people com think of with estoeom.
NMls fate resulted from tho fast thot ho couldn't forgop he

wag a Mmeoarlian,

b. Cardlnal IInscenty.

AB 4 premlent, he bolonpge ~mens the —roatest sone of the Chureh,
Mo 1ife and sufferfinge roflect Talthfully the situstlion of the
vhole Thmzordion notlon. But politicelly it 4o net nermispible to
rick 21l tho ectoom and affection he etrned from the Mmoarians
by his mortyrdom, snd to let 1t becomo thoproy of vorious
politiccl ideoloplon. He 1n a salnt in our cyes and I fecl we
chall never sec¢ 4 politielan in him,

¢, Laszlo Rajk,

i wictin of tho old but true comnon ani'mg: "He who prepares a
pit for anothor, frlls into 1t himgelf". I don't think that at
his exhumation, ~opart from his wifo =and relatives, cnybody eolse
phed a tear for him, If 2t the time he or-nnized tho VO and
oent thousands of IMunpordons to ho honged or deported, he

would hnve Invented freccling, ho could hove bhoon wmroed now and
ho would be today & 1living horo of Commmiom.

d. Erno Gero.

I foecl that Goro woes the moot hatod firure cmons the Minenrian
Comriundot lecdore. I'is nomoe ond tho notion of diarust boeano
identlieccl in the npinds of thio Mm-orian noople.

€, Janono Erdar.

48 his aotloms lack 2ll notion of lorile, my ominlon 15 that his
culturcl level 1s very low. 18 role will bo clarified lotor,
bogiuse to accopt volunt rily with 2 rationsl nind -molo sinilar
to thot of the rabid dop 15 simply inimocinable,
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2, o, Prosidecnt Eilsonhowor.,

I don't nhﬂ.nﬁ ny opinlono with timo, I con sty that whot 1
thousht of Eisemhowor was closoly raelatod to hin election

an Prosident In 1952, I thought thot tho USA hnd clectod o
noldior, whose honor ond kowledro, ond not political mancuvers,
had placed him 2t the head of the woslthleot notion on oarth.

As the yearn wont by, we, the 100 million caphive Zastern
Turopean people, kopt looking ot him, and our sttitude towirds
hin bocamo nore and moro naghtive, . fter lmoving his views about
the Mmrorian rovolution, wo ronlized wlth shock that his persen
woo just as poverlesc In solving the world's prebloma a8 we

were poverloss apalnst the Qussxlon tonks with our plstols.

I feel that Disonhover is no more tho man he was before, and

I cammot even ocll him a lucky man,

b, Heomersltjold.

This reprosentctive fi~ure neover filled any spoclal role in
solving problems, Ile has as much preostige as the N hae boforo
the sonll nationa, Thoe Biﬁ Powore potted his shoulder and
told hin " Foilo, Brotheri"Have a drink ond po homo qulckly
beczuse wo want to o to sloep.” ind vhen he rot home, he told
hoppily thot he pod 2 drink with 1l thoso Dlp poroonallitios.

¢, Dulles,

“han the new ~overnnent wao formod, Dulles' activities in
forei'm policy wore looked upon with hope DY the Furoncan ond
Apisn notions., As the Toroisn pulin{nprn{frmmn md idens didn't
suzped, these n~tlons olsoo loot w1l intercet in Dullos' person.
T fecl thot he often nilnoed the momont of action, though 1t
a~nniot be donled th 't ho bhears = hoavy reoponanbllity as tho
political leador of ¢ united leotorn world, at o timo which
hao no orulvelont in history, ond vhon monidnd @nn comeé 80 near

to o completo cmmihilatlon.
d. Eden,

Ke was o reppesent-tive fisure, Britaln alwayo neoded roond
looking statemon. Until now, the cumtrr’qjogr stige was enoush
to cover the ovontunl mistapes of her statomen, This world 18
ovor for Pritain, ond the future ovonts will prove 1% ,

e, Trmmon,

"is conciliant pelicy hairmod “urope nore thon we con ininine
toflay. If Sisenhower would have beon Proaldent =% thot timo,
naybe wo could huve attaln o free 11fc and our well=being,
inntecd of tho foar of o new world war,
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3. a. Mikoyan.
A puppet.
b. Nehrumx . I told you before.
6. Chiang Kai-Shek.

Invested very well the dellars he got from the US for the defense
of his country against Communism. If he loses his power in Formosa,
he'1ll still ba able to reignon the French Riviera.

d, Fersno Nagy.

Chose what he could chose. He left the country after assuring his
1ife meterially. If he hatl opened a grocery store in Hungary, he

would have been mors aucoeassful thanwhsan he was busy in Fungarian
polltiee: when the orsditors stormedhim, he went to a =zafe place.

#: Roosewelt,

America did not finlsh to pay yet for his narrow-sighted vision,

Many mother will atil] mention the name of thie man, who, for a
momentary wall-being, assumed the responsabllity for interssts

whieh his helrs will have to raepay wlth maledictions, I mean ths |
selling ont of Eaatern Europe. |

f. Adenauner.

Firat politiclan in Qermany's history. Before him, the Cermans had
only lsaders.

g+ Stalin.

There is probably no other max®k name in the world which is so
interpational as the pname of Stalin., The various pations will
probably say only "8Stalin® for murderery This man was also

& politician, who was toasted by those politiclans from whom we
expscted to reosive our fresdom.

h. Malenkov.
If he tould not feed his huge body sveryhmidy,day,he would bs omne

of the most unhappy member of the Soviet soniety. In order to
get s¢ fat he was even willing to play politiens.

1. Franoo.

A dictatorship, either red, white or blaock, is still a dictetorship.



ju Bevan,

If the British LP laaders would become lords, they would sit
with elegance at the (Queen's dinnere...

k. Ehrushocherv,

To be a rope-dancer, one must atart training while a ohild, And
when one reaches the proper age, pne may bs able to walk once or
twive over the rope., Bubt if one falls down, one can only blame
oneself. Thips profession is not a life~insurance, unlese one has
a large deposit in a Swiss bank,

l. Tito.

This passionate hunter does sverything in order to keep from expliring
the hunting¥kx license on his territory. 1t's doubtful that he would
got amother terriltory.

BA. Peron.

I didn't know him well.
Molotov.
n. Thias old Russian has nothing but bitterness laft for his
old days. He was always second man, and so willl he be smbalnmed,

0, Ollenhauer.

LA

P. Churehill,

This nice old fox was mavbe the only politieclan who conld keep

in harmony men and politics, in himself and in hia views. He solwed
alone more world problems than many of hlas fellow-masn together,

We will st111 hear his voiwe in the noise of a new world comnfliet.
If the old gentlesman says twenty, one does not have to ocount after
him. Ameng the dealars of bad cardes in polities, nobody can say

that he ever had suoch bonesty. Xxffak T feel that hs is tha greatesth
brainm of our time.
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IVIII. ATTITUDES TOWARD EXILES AND EXILE ACTIVITIES:

A+ 1. Those who escaped wers first thoss who had to leave becauss

they were exposed. Then all those who got tired of &hs misery.

There was alse the Jows' exodus, this time not from Egypt, but
from Fungary., Together with their posltions, many also forgot at

home thelir @ Party membership certificste, though it had assursd
them a geod living. '

Those who wanted to come out, but had no means to make the escapse
stayed at home, together with those who mmxm hopsad for some kind

of relaxation, Many families couldn'%t leave behind the achisvementu
of & whole life, I'm sorry for them.

The peoples 1n Pungary expect very much from us. HNot only reliasf
paresls, but political strength.

2. 20 per cent would have stayed home.

They would feel they have duties whloh won't change their fate.
If the people could take the material goods scguired by the work
of their whole 1ife, thid percemtage would be higher.

lt
B:. I knew of such organiszations and individuels, but we d4id not i
consider these men as the representatives of the Fungarian peopls.
Their activities were not decisive in chenging Aungary's destiny.

{3] No.

2e Among these people, Eckhart and Barankovies are the more
acceptabla,

3. Then people's moet important aim was to assurs their own living,
and this 1s perhaps understandable.

(L)oo, we.didn't think of tham during the revolution.

C= Tea. They came back because bad scomomle situation of V'esterno
Eurooe in 19L5~L6. They lost hope 4insm walting for different %isas.
Later they were all serry for returning. The (ommunist redefesction
campaign was organised for propaganda purposes.
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D. 1. Keltherk they were dispersed in the world, or if they

had the hopnesty to try changing the sad plight of thelr country.
Today they shhuld create such an organisation whieh would make

less difficult the 1ifs of thoses who stayad at home, It in essential
that they know the real situation 1o Fumgary. AS for myself, 1 feel
I must by all means let know in their true contants the evente
wvhich took place in Fungary, and 1111 look for the company of
those men who shars the same gosl.

when the hour of freedom will strike for Pungary, ons must assure
the best copditions of 1ife for the rebulilding of the country,
which needs new economic, political and chltural foundatlions.

These foundations should be besed on justice, and the leadera!

gims on honesty.

5. Ho.

6. he maln task of these parties was to obtain positions for their
members, and we still did no% peenm bo have leernsd the lesson
during the rewolution. I did pnot approve the activities of the
political parties during the revolution, They forgot the only and
important goal: ths creation of the Hungsrian unity. This sesems

to an eternal tragedy on ths banks of the pDanube.

(3) (o) Ro.

£, 1. Only of my own free will,

2. Yes, as our cultural heritage 1s guparior to that of
the US, this is only natural,

xIX« AUDIENCE REACTIONS TO RADIO AND LEAFLETS.
2. 1. RFE daily, and the BBC for the news,

a) yes, YOA, BBC, Parls, Ankara, Madrid.
b) yes, EFE

¢) Fungarian

d) from 6 to B8.30 F.M.

a) yes, to my close friends.

2.8) own radioe

b) with ny famlly
¢e) we sat around the radiloe.

3. Yens, from friends.
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The danger was particularly big in 1950-51,

3. RFE's broadcasts were those which deserved the less credit.
Sometimes they told news which surprised us a gaxx great desl,
as they wers based on very naive presumpiions. This was very
similar to the Communista' peliey, who thought that evarybody
was stuplid. This, generally, annovs the people. For years, we
lived from these broadcaste whioh kept the hopes alive in us,
but we alse had the right to make a criticiam of them. There
ia no doubt that they rehdered a great service in the hopelsas
1ife of Hungary. But we, who heard so many nice speeches of
Western leaders about freedom, and eaw so little tp materialise,
did not believe ebrything,

The BBC news service was the most acourate, followsd by VOA,
RFE and Parie . I Jjudged the accuracy by comparing the real
situation inside the country with what the bramdcast said.

4. The nmost interesting parta of thesze broadcasnts kapt soma-

times the whole population ip excitement for dawe. During the
revolution, it was the only pews service we had. The bepoadoasts
Played maybe the biggest role dubing the revelution, The tone

of RFE roase really hops for the sventhality of a freedom fight. We
can't speak of ipeiting,but our hopes wers multiplied. The man
vho 18 desperate talles for a fact the smallest enococ uragement,
exaggeratas it in the manner the most favorable th him.

Without these brosdoasts the Fungarien people would have been com-
pletely ocut Srom the knowledgs of the real facts and sven RFE,
which we did not 1ike because of its untrustworthy news, fulfilled
2 mission in informing the zcountry. Without the foreigh broad-
oaksts, I feel that the revoluticn mmnXdxikxem mey have broken out
earlier,be causs we would have besn deprived from a realistio
appraciation of the world situation, sand bitterness would have
forced tha issues out in tlme,

§. Naturally. Whether the program policy is bad or nﬂﬁ, HFE
must be influenced first by its mission which is th infora the

captive nations.

7. Hungariane want to know one thing: how thelr fate, and the
interbal situation can evoluate in order to brimg changes in
their lives.




B 1s NHO,
2+ Yea.

C. I saw several of them stuck in tha country-side in ""estern
Fungary, in August, 1956, They dealt wiih scomonic problems.

1 heard little of them, there we e few leaflets, apd 1t was
dangerous %o pick them up.

L. T didnt't find them useful. The paople knew that these lealfleta—--
1ike the radio speecfes —- cames from well -heated rooms and were
the work of well-nourished gentXemen., It was to little to be satis-
fied with. They had no role during the revolution,

£, No sense in doing ®o. In the present situation, £his can
only bring harmful effects.

D, To inform the psopls, to keep their conscience alive, To stop
the Communists and to frighten them to a certain degree; finally
to make propaganzda for the policles of the jesl. The BEC stoof
by the news aservice,

Twoe thiitds of KRFE's programs devoted Lo propaganda, one thirsd ,
to news and report on prevailing conditions.
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XX. CPILD REARING AND DISCIPLINE-

1. The ohild must.be taught reaspect. If there is no respect,
thers ims ne prestige. If thera is no »restige, thers is no
authority ovar the child. If there is no authority, one cannot
acquaint the child with principles. Yithout phinciples, thers ia
no ipdivédual. Without individusl, thers are no morals and no
soociety. Without morsls, the socisty falls victim of its own
woaknesa, and it doesnot dirunt: its destiny, but 1%s destiny can
be directed by anybady.

2, The moat lmportant factor in child rearing 4s the complete
knowled pthe lnner life of the individusl. Aws thers are not%

two roses on & rose-tres, there are not two individualn

who ars ldentlical. They are only similar te each other. The heredi-
tary characters of the individuala®' inoner 1ife go back acmetimes to
ganaratliocns, and the parents have nc understanding of the manifes-
taktions of their own ohildren. The pedagogle principles of education,
whethar general, i.,e., intendad for the use of the massea, or indi-
vidual, 4.e. aimed at the formation of the individual's inner life,
play a deoisive role,

In my opinion, the child's mind is a pisce of marblse from which

an artist's hands and understanding can form beumtiful master-
pleces that we can only admirs, If thias marble is laeft untouwnched,

it remains formless astone until tims does mot consume it. If thes
stone is worked upon with bad instruments or with negligences, plesces
will ba broken at the wrong plsace, and the maesterplece will be
inperfact and esthetlcally disappointing.

Communisn knew well that the child's mind was ite best hunting
tarritory, and 1t trled to form the spow-white marble to its

own image. At the same time, I can say that the only goal of tha
Fungarian parents and teaohers was to make the child's mind receptive
to beautyp truih andkt kindness, and to hale these qualitles deter-
mipate the development of thelr 1ife and their cutlook on the world.
Becanse ths search for heauty, Jjustice and poodness will be the
eternal flame for the cduﬂntinn of mankind, whereaver the world's
destiny will take ua,

The use of phrainnl punishment is vundenlably useful at the propar
tine, but the choioes of thia time 1= the most decisive peycholo-
gical moment which can deolde for o long time of the ochild's beahasir.
The basis xf the boys' and girla' views of 1ife should be similar,
Woman's role in the world has & similar wvalue to Man's, so it must
ralse to ths same level. Naturally, on the physlologlical lins,

she must find her own way in ed oatlion, according to her own sex.
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3: In the school I went to,we were punished exclusively

with a capns. I mgst admit that considering the oircumstances,
~=theres wers 2 pedagogd for 100 puplls=22-13 years of age -~=
there was no bther instrument of punishment left.

My father besat me twioce. T deserved it in both ceases, and when
1 think back, I find these punishments the most natural thing
for my mistakes.

b, In Hungary, the father was the ons who punished the children.
The girls reteived a diffsrent treatment, 1.e. considerably
less physical punishment. »

Because of their greater sxzperiencs, the intellesctuals tried
eventually te realise the scientifie principles in educating
their ochildren. But often these children proved to bess honsst
that the workers' children who learned honesty at an early age
through the toughness of life and thaet of their parents.

5s Thies is a stupid question. Bome people ah 5, othere at 15,
In some xxmz cases, the importance of the parents is diminished,
in othera, not. In any case, pkpoioca!l punishmant ceases Ab the
age of 15-16, for boys and girls alike, Punishment in general
is abandoned at the age of 10. In this respect, Communism has
brought no changea at home.

6. Yee, physical punishment was used in the schcols before
Communism.,

How, publie humilistion or written punishments are used. An

a gyn tsaoher, I used physlieel punishment at certain timss,
especially at the beginning of the year, in order to stregthan
discipline; But I never unsed it without any cause, or when
this would have had bad psyohological effests on the shild or
on the others.

T- A friend should always tell .the truth, and be selfless.
Naturally, I'121 apply the same principlea to =rmztk myself.
Under Qommunism, friendship became a very valuable treasure
chsrdshed by the peoples; becauss in their human contacts,
people had %o wear & mask, apd had to tell the opposite of

what they thought. The true friend wes the only one with

whom problems were solved, apd with whom ons could be complete-
1y frank and honest.

I wans the secretary of a small group of frionds and we cultivated
the meaning of friendship based on human honesty. This feeling
whioh tied us made possible for us te solve many problems in
oommon. We were all young and we were all ssarching for beauty,
which l1lves of itself and can't ba conquered by any "ismm or

any pranciple,



