39=i4
H

CHARACTER DESCRIPTION:

Respondent belongs to a peasant family and can be con-
sldered as a self-made man who went successfully through
a8 university during the war.

Because of the then existing social barriers. he went
after graduation to work as a clerk with a semli-offi-
cial and government-owned agricultural product collect-
ing enterprise, "Futura”. Being completely isolated

in Budapest, he tried to contacti Eaupla like himself,
namely young people of peasant origin,

At this time, & so-called "Popular Movement" was very
fashionable., The writers Gyula Illyes, Peter Veress,
Jozsef Darvas, Imre Kovacs, Ivan Boldizsar, Ference
Erdei, etc., belong to this movement. Almost at the
same time, Ference Nagy set up a peasent organization,
the Hungarian Peasant Association, Respondent belonged
to this organization, which was based on a corporative
system. Later on tﬁis organization &lso bagan to be
active in the pnlitlcnl field, and during the last years
of the German occupation, it turned to be completely
anti-Nazl and anti-German.

After the war, in 1945, respondent was put on the list
of candidates of ths Smallholders Party. As this party
won the electlons with 3 landslide, he was also elected
deputy. His work centered almost exclusively around

the financial administration of the Peasant Association.
He was arrested in 1947 in connsction with the great
conspiracy trial, together with 22 other Smallholders
Party deputies. After serving a three-year senience,

he was kept in prison for an additional year.

After his release, he started to work as a factory
worker like all the former political prisonexs, Due
to his friendly and family relations to Smallholder
Party members, he had continpus contacts with those
who wers considered potential leaders in tha future.
When the reveclution substantiated some kind of poli-
tical Independence for the traditional coalition
parties, he returned to the Peasant Assoclatlion to
lay its foundation stone again.
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He is an able economist and probed to be a good ad- |
ministrator. But probsbly due to the situation in |
the country, he was unable so far to do anything in |
nis particular field. As for his political views, |
he may be considered as a radical democrat, a little |
bit too far left from the center. Due to a lack of

kKnowledge of languages and conseguently, of objective |
views on world affairs, his political convictions are |
somewhat odd,

As a result of his education, and mos particularly
of his social background, respondent is honest, but
not open, He is daring, but not courageous. He is
& staunch Protestant, even in politics. During the
entire interview. he remained unsmiling and unemo=-
tional, but always willing to cotopsrate and to
answer &ny question,

r
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MAJOR SALIENCE AND WARM-UP QUESTION

The Amsricans ovemstimate the Soviet Union's military
and ideological strength and influence and are afraid
of the Soviet Union. This attitude, which is not
founded, declided the fate of the Hungarian revolution.
If the Americans would have known how little was needed
to make this revolution victorious, things could have
been completely different, The Soviet Union is more
afraid of the free world than the free world of the
Russians., But the West does not see it.

As one comes from Budapest to Washington and goes

away from the Soviets So grows the fear of the Soviet

Union, The people are a littile afraid in Vienna, more
afraid in Pazxis, and trembling in Washington. As the

H¥ngarian people know the Soviets they are not afraid
of them.
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CHRONOLCGY OF PERSONAL EXPERIENCES, ACTIONS, ATTITUDES

AND EXPECTATIONS DURING THE REVOLUTION

On Cctober 22 I worked as usual in an annex factory of
the Belcyanis Radio Plent in Budapest. In the evenin
three cold friends of mine, two university students an
one university professor, came to visit me at my home.
They brought along the plan they wanted to follow at
the university meeting to be held the next daw. They
also brought along the report of the students' meat-
ing in Szegad. They had a typewritten draft of some
ten or twelve points and asked for my opinieon., We
discussed the demands and made soms changes. These
frlends knew that I was active behind the Petofi Circle,.
I felt that the meeting would be a new step in the aevo-
lution which started in the summer toward a liberaliza-
tion of the regima.

Qctober 23zd

I went to work in the factory as usual. In the morn-
ing I received countless phone calls and at noon all
work cessed since we all decided to go to the status
of Bem to take part in the demonstrations. I left the
plant at 1130 p.m. and went to the Bem Square,

In the morning some politicians came to see me ~= somes
from the Popular Peoples’ Front. I was also approached
on behalf of Laszlo Plres, Janes Kadar, and Antal Apro,
and asked to get in touch with them on the same day.

During the six years I had worked in various factories
nnbed¥ knew about my political past and about the fact
that 1 was 3 former member of Parliament. My co=-workers
always thought that I was a laborer. On thet day I re-
vﬂa#ﬁg my real status to some sngineers I trusted and
they! particularly pleased about this., In the moerning

we also mimeographed many leaflets for the students,

At 2330 p.m, I was in front of the statues of General
Bem where secondary school and university students,
from 16 te 20, were reciting poems before the statue.
There were already several thousands of people walking
around the square. Peter Veress arrived between 3 and
4 p.m."’climbed on a car in oxder to deliver a speach.
He vias only & few feei away from me. Afterwards, with
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the people around me, we shouted, “"Flag on the Ministxy
for Foreign Affairsi™ After ien minutas, the flage ap-
peared on the bullding and all the windows were led
with people. Meanwhile, the actor Sinkovits recited

the national song of Petofi.

Many soldiers looked out from the nearby barracks.

Wie shouted, "Put out-the flags and join usl" On the
square, the first Comm At~ 8)was cut out
from the Hungarian flag, The crowd chsered and soldiers
put out Hungarian national flags and aven removed

on the rcoftop to put the flag out and to lock down.

Veress stressed that the Party and the government were
responsible for the dissatisfaction of the entlire Hun-
garien nation., Such a thing had never been expressed
30 clearly and openly before, By that time there al-
ready 50,000 people in the square -~ mostly students,
Pioneers, etc, -~ singing H ian

aggg§¥gg§;%§i. A group of 30 versily students
came te join the others after having been at the
statue of Petofi at noon,

All the 'Lzumgg' Lah_mtn.nfumﬁ were cut out from the
flags anc people asked for the Kossut .

THa stmosphere bscame quite electrifying. The crowd
began to shout to the Parliiament and started to move
in three large throngs towards the bridges on the
Danube, All traffic stopped. Everybody had to walk,
so that everyone became a demonstrator. When the
crowd rasched the Parliament it was 202,000 strong.
The slogens by this time were new and more demanding,
On the Mergaret Bridge, the people shouted, "Imre
Nagy in the gauarnmantf“ and "The soldiexs of all
nations must Eg back to their own cuunt:iﬁai“ --

which meens less diplomatic langusge, "Russki
T hgﬂi"} ] g | -laa g

After I crossed the bridge I rzan home to.gebt my 13-
Eeqr old daughter and came back with her-hals and.
our later to the Parliament. I wanted her to see
something that I felt was historical., Everybody
was happy and smiling. I met, by chance, my wife
who worked in a factory at Ujbest. 5She had neverxr
lefore been in any demonstration. My wife headed
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for home without expressing any worry about our child.

On the sguare before the Parliament poems were recited
and more slogans were shcuted. Darkness fell upon the
crowd, The people became more and more restless.

They now wanted to hear Imre Nagy, Some people ap=
peared on the balcony of the Parliament =~ first
Joseph Makis, First Deputy of the Council of Ministﬂrﬁ.
The crowd booed him. Then came Ference Erdel, Deputy
iMinister., He tried to speak but he could net continue.
In the nsarby streets around the Parliament there was
a crows of 200,000=-30C,000 people gﬂEhﬂred.

b
Suddenly all the lights were turned ;in the sguare.
The Eaaple lighted newspapers and the sight of 200,000
torches, burning for some 10 minutes, was somathing
fantastic, Finally Imre Nagy appeared around 9 p.m.
However, hls speech failed to appease2 the people. *
Gero's speech became known and enraged the psople be-
cause he had called them "counter-revolutionaxzy scum.”
I met many of my friends in this crowd and at zbout
10 p.m. we began to wonder what the outcome would be.

It was at this time that the first news arrived that

there was shooting before the radio building. I

greeted this news with akngigniam and thought that

%ﬁ was aanmmunistppmuvnca n aimed at dispsrsing
a2 CIrownd.

I could not believe that it was true since I did not
think that the Communists would be stupld enough to
shoot into the crowd, I -took hter home and

at 11 p.m, I went to!Stalin"s statue just as the
torches and ties were brought there to topple the
statue, I saw it fall down and dragged through the
downtown streets, Then, I hasard shooting. I reachad
Calvin Square, There werz already many wounded and
dead in the agardens of tha National Museum.

At shout 3 a.m, the first Russian tanks arrived and
fired the first shots., The radio building had al-
ready been taken at 2 a.m, Most secret policemsn
had escaped through a secret entrance and laft only
the dead behind them., I went into the radio build-
ing and was given a rifle. We took positions alang
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the stone wall of the National Museum and bagan to
fire at the Russian tanks. Around 5 a.m. I gave my
weapon to somebody else and went home.

1 thought that Imre Hagy would become Prime Minister,
but, I did not think that the Russians would with draw.,
This could only be a later objective of a naiw policy.

I also hoped tﬁat non-Communists would be allowed to
participate in the new government.

The people would have probably accepted at least 50
per cent of the demands -~ that is, a Nagy government
with & program similar to that of 1953, A governmant
with economic and xzfax wage reforms, the right to
leave the collectives, some form of freedom of the
press and of speech, foreign trade with East snd West
on the besls of equality, the rehabilitation of the
political prisoners. If Imre Nagy would have formed
such a government and such a program it would have
have bean the first step toward a new divection,

The majority of the demonstrators was first made up
of the students; later, the workers outnumbsred then,

The demonstrations were spontaneous. The slogans and
demande which were expressed were thoss of the Petofi
Circle and of the Writers' Association which had been
@xpressed openly or in covered words for the past month,

The university students took those slogans and became
their spckesmen., There were only groups leaders in the
demonstrations; but, no leader could have handled a
crowd of EUG,ﬂéD Eenple. Only common goals led this
h;gﬂ cgnmd == goals which were well expressed and well
phrased.

The fighting began only because the AVH opened fire on
the people. It was Gero's intention, singExhexiheuah:
that with the Russians' help he would be able to erush
the uprising within a few hours. It would have also

given him a pretext to get rid of all those whowsfe a-
gainst him. Without the Russian intervention the Secret
Police would have been liquidated in a few hours since
the Army of the regular police either sided with the
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people or deserted, Hungary would have then besen free
and independent on October 24th,

Ociopex 24th

On Octobsr 24th at 73130 I heard the news of the Com=
munist radio that counter-revolutionary bandits wers
being liquidated in Budapest. I felt that we all had
to resist the Russians and that everybody should go
out into the streets. My intention was not to fire
but, to continue the demonsimtion, We thought that
the Ruesians would not shoot st a peaceful crowd. I
weni out and told everybody to do the same thing. If

the Russlans had not fired at the paaﬁla the fighting
could have still been avoided. But the Russian tanks
fired into the alarmed crowd and killed many of the
people, When the people saw this they climbad on e i
trucks to get weapons at Ujepest arms stores, Each
truck brought back at least 40 to 50 people with
weapens., On the other hand, people kept walking with-
out weapons In front of the Russian tanks during the
entire revolution and this became a new kind of demon~-
stration. A‘;’nun% Hungarian soldierxs in unifozrm, but
unarmed was killed near me by a Russian tank gunner
who probably did not like his uniform.

I went to see tha’aﬁg;gg_giﬂﬁfgigajhhich lald near the
National Museum, I was out on the streets the whole
day with thousands of other people, despite the fact
tnat the Russian tanks ofien fired 2t the crowd and
kiiled many persons, We also mimeographed small leaf-
lets asking for peace and for the Russians' withdrawsl.

In the morning I first thought that the revelution was
over, crushed by the Russian tanks. But the Eeaple went
out again in the streets. Leaflets were stuck everywhere

some typﬂwr1tt=nrqanmnﬁhandqm:1$;§p. The maln demands
exprassad war&:{jﬁuaakis go home!™) and "Free elections?®
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On the Rakoczi Street ten Russian tanks were surrounded
by & huce crowd., A conversaticn began between the people
and the Russian soldiers and I also took part in it, _
We told them, "Did you see what you did? What would you
do if Enmabudzﬂgid the same thing in Moscow?" The
Russianes repllied, "We are here to protect you against

the bankers and the big landowners." We teld them,

"You are idiots. 1t is workers vou are killing and

not aristocrats.” This lasted for one~and-a~-half-hour
and fineglly the Russians realized that they were mislead,
1 was able to convince three Russians and five minutes
later the tanks and armored cars were covered with Hup-
garians, These ten tanks left for the parliament to

see Imre Nagy. For a while on an armored cer., When

the AVH began to fire at this column I left the car.

The column reached the parliament about noon with 2

nuge crowd and this was followed by the horrible mas-
sacre we all know.

At 2 p.m. the news came that there were many wounded
and deac before the parliament. We organized a unit

of first aiders, put on white cecats, and decided to

pick ;E the wounded on the square., OQur group had some
60 membsrs; stretchers were brought from various places,
But we were met gzahaavy AVH fire and could not reach
the square here wounded 1aid and screamed.

The people did not care about anythin

hundred thousand people.wit

haﬂﬂﬁﬁ%;%&gégﬂﬁﬂZEEhﬂg:. smonstrat ion- and sloukad
then on ussians and all Secret Police members
were shot at and killed. There was no more mezrcy,
no more pity on both sides,.

On October 26th I spent my time on the streets and
met with various people from the Peasant and Small-
holders! Parties. At my place of work 30 out of

100 workers were there and a workers' council was
elected of which I became the president. We wrote
down the political aims of the revolution and mimec-
graphed them. We asked, among other things, for
Hungarv?®s neutrality, the Russians' wlthdrawal and
for free elections. Two Russian women researchers
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who workad at the plant were dismissed, One was the
wife of an army officer, the other an informer for the
Se¢ret Police., Two Hungarian AVH men were also dis-
missed, althaugh they took part in the election of the
viorkers' council and condemned Gero and the Russian
intervention.

Many Communist Party members took an active part in
thefighting, They had been either convinced members
or had besen forced to join the Party, During the
revolution the first and main goal was to get rid of
the Russians, This was also the desire of those Hun-
garian Communists who fought with the rest of the pzo~
ple,.

1 became a member of the workers' council of the Central
Committee for the entire Beloyanis factory and until
November 1, I took part in its meetings.

Octobax 27th

I went to the Parliament for the first time in the
evening because I had been called in by Zoltan Tildy
since tha 26th. On the 27th the situation was charer
and the news was spread that Mikoyan was in Budapest.
A meeting took place at which it was decided that ths
varilous political parties could begin to function.
Tilldy asked us to auganiza ra-u:?aniza the Paasant
Assoclation and the Smallholders® Party., I personally
nagotiated with Zoltan Vas, Peter Veress, Ferenc Erdei
and Joseph Bognar.

We wanted to know what the Russians thought of this
move, They wers still ia Budapest and were shootin
about the city. Erdei told us that Mikoyan and Suaﬁnu
had agreed to let the varlous political parties function
cnce again and re~assured us, We ssked Tildy to nego-
tiate with Hikngan concerning this and Tildy did so.
Titiy told us that Mikoyan had accepted all of our con-
ditions,

Qcioberx 28th

I began %o organize ths Peasants' Association in Buda-
pest and took part, to a lessexr extent, in the Small-
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holders' Party. We occupied a Communist huilding in
Szababsag Square and got to work. I became the head
of the Department of Economics and Co-operatives in
the Smallholders' Party as I had been in 1946. We
established various technical commissions made up

of agricultural experts. On November 4 the future
of Hungarian agriculture was discussed with the top
experts of the country.

On October 29th the Russians began ito move gut of
Budapast and left the city completely hInthu 30th,

I spent more time in the Parliament seeing Nagy,
Exrdei, Pognar and Tildy, The coalition government
began to <unction effectively on November 1 and the
Communist government had to ceased io function since
Octobar 31 when Nagy and Tildy handled the affairs,

1 discussad important technical gquestions regardlni
economics and agricultural, but the future was still
net clear to us. Joseph Bognar, who was the Minister
of Trade under Nagy, was an old Communist but:he tried
te be honest with us and tried not to hamper our work.

One main guestionw@s not solved yet: were the Russlans

serious about withdrawing and would they leave the

country? We had a Smallholders® Party meeting on

November 3rd, A close friend of mine, who was one

of Nagy's advisors, informed me of the following:

in tha evaning, the ministers of the Peoples' Democra-

cies came to see Imre Nagy and made raproachas to him

for turning against the Soviets. MNagy sald that the

Soviet Union had guaranteed Hungary's independence

in its declaration of October 30th and had ré hewed

this assu-ance during his talks with Mikoyan. ~ On

November 3rd the negotiations concerning the Russian

withdrawal were progressing and the sacond mesting

was to talke place on that same nlghi. Nagy said

that he was sure that the Soviet Union would not

dare to risk an armed aggrassinn before the public

opinion o7 the world and of the satellite countries,
"We denounce the Warsaw Treaty, declared our neutrality,

aggliad to the UM and against all of these tha Soviets

will not dare te do anything." Nagy added that he knew

the Soviet Union much bettar than anybody else since he

had spent 15 years in Moscow, Hs had denounced the
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Warsaw Traaty in order to take away from the Russlans
the right to intervene in Hungary's affairs and he
had apgliad to the UN to give that arganization the
right to intervene in Hungary's affairs.

B, ©On October 24, 25 and 26 we were revolutionaries
who rebelled against oppression. All ithe leaflets sald
EE%;. The term, "Freedom Fighter," appeared around the

First of all, the youth fought from 14 to 40. The youth
fought because it was physically most £it to fight. The
majority of the IﬂUthE were 20 years old, but girls and
women and even old people took part [alse] in the revo-
lution. All social classes fought. The bulk of the
fighters consisted of workers and the factorles were

the main centers of resistance in the fighting.

The people got weapons from the various arms planis
in the suburbs of Budapest.

There wore local leaders during the fighting but Ji.
was the common cause.that united the paople.

e e

The feeling of uncertainty was gensral, All the odds
were against us and we sitill fought.

Until October 27. I did not know what the outcoms would
he, Afterwards, I foressaw a free Hungary with free elec~
tions.

Many people thought that Imre lagy was responsible fox
calling in the Russian troops together with Gero and
Hegedus. But the truth was known on October 26 and Z7th
and Nagy®s prestige was restored.

I wolke up at ® a,m. at the sound of the Russian guns.

1 left my home at 10 a.m,, after listening to the radio
and making many phone calls. We established a ravolu~
tionary ﬁnunniz of the l3th District., Earlier, I had
been president of the Smallholders® Partidurganizatiun
in that district and was chosen the president of the
council. We immediately began to organize the armed
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resistance against the Russians and to transform the
plant and public bulldings into centers of resistanca.
The district had three barracks and we went to see
their commanders. We jolntly decided to distribute

all the weapons to the population of the district.

My Intentlon was to save these arms befoxe the Russlans
could take them. The distribution of some 1,000 rifles
and several thousand hand grenades was ended in the
afternoon. The soldiers were sent out with the advice
to put on civilian clothes. The civilians gave them
sults of clnthing, food and blankets. Some 1,000
hottles of gﬂﬁnl né were prepared in a school yazd.
That night I slept for the last time at home. The
resistance was so strong in the district that the
Russians did not even dare to approach us, We thought
that if we could resisti successfully for a few davs,
the free world would intervene and the Russians would
be forced to stop their aggression.

On November 5, serious fighting developed in the district,
I was well known there since I had besn a deputy of that
district and I had to dlsappear and went over to Buda

to the radio fectory in which I worked. We transfcormed

it into a strong center of resistance. The walls were
very thick because the building was very old. Thanks

to our excellent location we could control all directiomns.
More than 100 workers were in the factory, We sent mes-
sengers outside,

I remained in that building for six days as one of the
leaders of that group. We established contact by radio
and telephone with the other centers of resistance around
ue, some of which had guns. e destroyed soms Russian
tanks before our bullding. Since the plant manufactured
short wave radio set we were able to broadcast very oftan
under the name of Arpad Roka, Some of our messages in
liungarian and English were picked up by RFE. For example,
our message about children being trapped in a cellar of

a burning building, and also, the news of the Hungarian
Red Cross.

As soon as the Russians came near us we fired at them
without merey. A column came ong day without knowing
the danger., When they arrived the buildim we sur-
rounded them and deluged them with hand grenades,
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destroying three tanks and one armoured car. But

the Russians were stronger than we thought and after
ten minuies we had to withdraw into the cellar of our
factory, However, the Russians did not dare to at-
tack there. We also fired at the Arpad Bridge on

the Danube whilch the Russians had occuplad since
November 4,

Wa kept listening to all the foreign radios -- RFE,
Paris, VOA, Moscow, etc. Around November Bth or 9th,
I realized that the situatlion was becomlng was becom=
ing worse and that the free world was not interested
in our problems and would not intervene. I would
have preierred no intervention at Suez but I thought
that if the UN had established a police forca for
Eqypt, 1% would do the same for Hungary. I never
theought the two cases would be dealt in a diffexrent
way by the UN,

I thought that our fight was one-sided and hopeless

end should bs stgﬁped. I thought for the first time

of going out to the West to tell the truth to the

free world which did not seem to know what was hap-

pening in Hungary. I had many politicel friends

gbroad and could not understand the indiffexrasnce

with which they treated us. O

I discussed the problem with my friends and we de- " {
cided to stop the fighting and leave only a small

armed quard at the factory. The Russians were too

afraid o7 us to show up, I went home to pick up

my wife and daughter and we hitch-hiked to the

Austrian border, which we crosssed on November 11.



EXPECTATIONS OF HELP WEST DURING THE REVOLUTION

After November 4 the Intervention of the UN would have
been in conformity with the articles of the Charter,
First, a diplomatic move would have bean nﬂcaasnrz.
fFollowed by the sending of the observers and of the
Secretery General., The first phase of the fighting
was & revolution and I did not expect any foreian
intervention at that time, The second phase was a
freedom flight fuuﬁht by a neutrsl Hungary whilch the
West should have helped,

The Westzrn blg powers had signed a peace treaty with
Hungaxry and were bound bv an international agreement
to come Lo our rescue,

The Wastarn radio broadcasts were vary depressing.
They wera always lete, did not analyze correctly the
events and did not feel enough that the revolution was
the movement of an entire nation,

On Octobaer 24 1 went to two Western legations to tell
tham the truth about the Hungarian events.



SOCIAL CLASS STRUCTURE AND ATTITUDES

A. Bespondeni’s Family Backgxound
My father was a small holder who owned 15 holds Enr 21

acres] of land, He died in the 30s. My family [entire]
belongs to the pessantry. Today we only own four holds,
that is, six acres with a family house.

Both my mother and father completed elementary school,

B. The Social Classes in Hupaary

Today there are four social classes in HungﬂrI: 1) the
peasants, 2) the workers, 3) the intelligentsia and a
4) certain type of bourgeoisie., To these one has to
add a spacial ?rugﬁ made of the Party officlals and
functionaries in the Ministries and the Secret Polics.

Ihe pesgantry

The peasantry tudai is divided into two main groups:

the individual small and middle peasants and the members
of the collectives, followed by two smaller groups,

the workers of the State farms who work for wages and
the kulaics who owned more than 20 holds (28 scres] and
were persecuted by the Communist regime., They tried

to get rid of the land but were unsuccessful,

Ihe workars
The workers are divided into skilled and unsikilled grovps.

Ihe intelligentsia

The intelligentsia included all those involved in intel=-
lectual work [pedagogues, doctors, engineers, administpa-
tive officials, writers, artists, etc.].

A limited bourgeoisie consisted of doctors, lswyers,
small crafismen and businessmen, intellectual experts,
who retained a significant influence on Hungarian life.
The reqime was against them,
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3. For the past years 1 was a worker, although I feel
I am intellectual who came out of the ranks of the pea-
Eﬂﬂtr{a But in the factory was the only place in which
I could feel safety.

The peasantry was alwazs united and rejected Communism.
It flercely defended its private prnpartx against State
- capitalism, When the land it received after 1945 was
danger the peasantry opposed nationalization as strongly
as 1t would oppose any eventual return to the large
- estate system,

The industrial workexs produced the masses of the Com-
munist Party which received 17 per cent of the wvotes
in 1945, But the policy of dictatorship and exploita-
tion moved the workers away from Communism and today
Communism has no followers among them. This was the
most exploited and the misled social class.

The large majority of the intelligentsia clearly saw
the economic and political situation, but was the most
passive social class, Many intellectuals feared for
their material existence and for thelr jobs.

Before the rewvolution the contradictions bestween various
social classes disappeared. The two maln classes saw
that the Communist dictatorship misled and exploited
them. While in 1945 the Communists succeaded in nf-
posing the classes against each other, they came closer
later. The intelligentsia felt that its state was that
of thewrkers snd peasants and its standard of living
was just as low as theirs, During the revolution there
was a complete unity and 99 pexr cent of the nation was
united, Otherwise, the revolution would have never won,

- I L f

un
Before Communism class origin was not,important but the
talent was essential, Under Communism nothing counted
but the faithfulness to the Communist Party. The ozgin
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and ths talent were unimportant. In some exceptional
cases, when the regime really needed somebody, talent
was taken into consideration, But it was not the man
whg received the esteem and he was only used by the
rgime.,

<« Thos2 who could go ahead were the Communists with-
out conviction who did not know or did not want to
think, like Dobi, Marosan, or Bognar, The convinced
Communists -  were liquidated 1like Raijk.
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FAMILY LIFE UNDER COMMUNISM

The influence of Communism on family life is over~
estimated by man; people, It is true that Communism
tried to loosen family life, to separate husband and
wife, children and parents., However, Communism ecould
not ruin family life in Hungary because everybody saw
it was & system based on lies.

B, , How Childzen Axe Brought Up Ip Hungary

1, Cemmunism tried to educate the children on & mate-
rialistic basis in the Communist ideology with psuedo=
sciences and false historical teachings. But tﬁiﬂ nad
little influence on the youth,

2., I think this quaestion of obedience is overestimated
also, The efforts of Communism were there but the Inuth
more in one honest pedagogue than in the ideologica
principles taught by the Communist regime, Fortunately,
there were many good and honest pedagogues in Hungary,
who, by talking one hour, abgut Arany Aby and Vorosmazrty
achieved more than two weeks®' courses of Communist poli-
cal ideclogy. These throe Hunﬁarian authors had a very
decisive luence on the youth and were never read as
much 23 now. Around 1950 the children were taught in
the DISZ thak not to obey their parents and more free-
dom would be Instore for them, Later, the Communists
changed their methods and used new ones based on Maka-
renko®s book, "The New Man", According to this book

fha even the Communists had to discipline their children.

1. The evolution is one of more roughness but couxrtship
still sristes and the search for what 1s good, noble ana
beautiful is not - dead within the youth. Communism
could not destroy that although it tried to lower the
values as far as sexual patterns were concernad.
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There was a period when the Partg divided the spouses
and when the wife in particular became faithful to the
Pu‘t'\;, But later the people fled back to ths family
which was the last place left for rest and truth after
all the lies and cheats in the offices and the plants.

The family preserved the Inuth against Communist in-

doctrinatlon and made it later stand up against Com-

munism, The family's educational effects were more

far reaching than those of the Communist systam of

ﬁgu:atiun. The children always asked evervthing at
me ,

Until our daughter was seven or eight we sald nothing
to her, Then I saw that this was gangeruuﬂ since ths
child beslieved many things, although she could sea
that certain things wers not correct. After that,

I told her what was glie and what was the truth,

A ten~year-old child today does not bsllave in Com-
munism, The few who do are laughed at and desplisad
by ths other children, Often, the father was an

AVH man and the child was anti—CmmmisM The young
officers of the Zrinyi Mili School who all sided
with the revolution were z2ll the sons of Communist
army and police officers., Their case illustrates
well anoujh the most complete fallure of Communism,

Sgxual ratiexng

Until 1930 complete freedom was advocated and unwed
mothers waire glorified. Then the Communists condemned
this policy since thE{bEEw ite hermful social effects.
Birth control was pohibited and severely punished,

2. Prostitution was illefal after having been legal
until 1249, It was severely punished but sexual life
became ~ very free.

R Thers was complete silence sbout this problem and
the ragimz simply ignored them., Ths reason was the
lack of frankness of the regime which hated to face
problems,

PRpp— S =.
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D. The people turned inside to E.rotm:t themselves
ageinst Communist and needed sach other more than
ever, There were wonderful and true cases of friend-
ship which wera never seen before Communism,

Communiem could not change fundamental human values
such as. marriage, friendship, etc. The capacity of
the peopls to help each other rather increased, Those
who were persecuted by the Communists were helped spon-
taneously even by complete strangers, Thiz could exist
only under Communism,

2. Those who joined the Party had to "cool off" their
friendships. After several years these people came
back like repentant sinnexs and tried to be admitted
again among the honest and decent people. In count-
less cases they: were sorry for having joined the Com=
munist Farty or for having to pretand to believe in
its ideclogy. They did not know what to do and often
asked for my advice after admitting that they wers
wrong., L “.told them to remain where they were but

to work on our side. During the revolution they were
all on our side, on the side of the revolution, and
fought with arms in thelr hands.

It was impossible to keep politics out of a friendship
with a Party membex,

E. GCrimg gnd Alcoholism

l. Crimes increased for two reasonsi: l) the deteriora-
tion of moral values and ¥he lack of zeligious iInstruc-
tions and 2) general misery.

The crime rate among women and young people went up too.

The police strong and effective measures to control the
situaticn.

2. Alccholism increased and people drank mostly to
drown thelr sorrows,

3. The jampecs were a negative factor. The youth was
isolatec from the Western world and tried to itate
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the dances and dress of the Western youth, The jampecs
were young workers, The Communists did not like them
because they danced Western dances at Communist balls.,
They were not criminals but were comical with thelir
silly dress. Thelr main aim was to please the girls.
This question was not important., The jampecs were con-
sidered as clowns, The hooligans were those who lived
at the expense of society, The word was in use in Hun-

gary.



39=]4
H

V1Ii.

VIL/23

RELIGICHN
Al

Communism provoked a deepening of religious faith not
only the faithful but aleo in the churches. When

the people concemned the so-called democratic frissts,
they looked within themselvas to find a new religious
“nfidi This applied to both the Protestant and Catholg
Iralilglons,

In prison I met many Catholic, Protestant, and Jewish

priests, ministers and rebbis. All religions were

E:fsacuﬁad and it did not matter to which faith ons
onged,

8. Religion plays an important role in 1lfe just as
it did in the life of my parents. I consider it to be
the main rngulating force of human co-existence., I
think that I am more religiocus than the average per-
son in Hungarﬁ. To attend church services was dan-
arous for a factory manager or for a functionary,

ut not for the workers. I always voiced my opinion
about religion in the factory.

C. ZHRelgtlon Between Church and Sgate

The relation between church and state should be one of
complete separation -- that is, a free state and free
churches. The State should allow the churches to have
religleus scheools,

The churches can give their opinions about movies,
plays, etc, but not censure them,

3. Church matters and politics are two different things
which exclude each other.

D. The Jewish Minorify
l, The Communists persecuted the Jewish religion.

2, I me: several Jewish rabbis in pxison.
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The religious Jews were oppressed and they took t

in the fight against Communism just as well as the

Christians since th:z could not become Communistis,

On the othexr hand, the majority of the Jews were

not religious, Among those Jews who mppx were op-

B:naaad under Nazism many joined the Communist Party
cause thay thought it was the enemy of another ra-

cial dictatorship. In 1950 they experisnced that

Communism also deported Jews as well as non-Jews if

they wers barbers or business men.

3. I can say that many Jews sided with the revolu-
tion and fought and died in the streets, There were
no anti-Semitic tones during the revolution,

On Qctobar 25 five AVH men in civilian clothes were
captured and interrogated on the streets, 1 went

there to listen to the convergation. One of them

said that he was a Jew and the crowd told him,i . Get
lost because they will accuse us of baing anti-Semiticl”

The Jews were, first of all, business men and were in-
terested in free enterprise and had nothing to fear from
an independent Hungary,
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VIII, THE HUNGARIAN YOUTH

B, Ths demands expressed by the Hungarian peoplevere
taken by the youth, The mistakes were revealed by
the writers and the Petofi Circle. There were many
young writers among them close in age to the youth.

During the zevolution the majority of the fighters
were under 26 vears of age, The youth was better
organized, It had the E:anibility to fight and to
encourage others to do the same.

The older people were proud of the youth and sup-
ported 1t, They were agreeably suprised,

The youth asked for politlcal and military advice
and leadarship. An older man would often lead a
group of young fighters,

The regime tried to use the schools to teach the Com=
munist principles bui it did not succeed in dolng so.
The youth they educated for 10 years fought in

first ranks against them, I was an educator for a
while whan in 1954 I taught indusitial apprentices,
They spent two days at work and three days in classes,
I always told them the truth in covered words,

There were many restrictions in a vocational choice.
The youth went to study where it was possible. In
some years the regime recruited only pedacogues; in
other years, engineers, etc.

The Communist principles deteriorated the lavel of
education in moral and political sciences as the
faithfulness to the Communist Party was more im-
portant than knowledge, In natural sciences, the
professors were excellent., The majority of the
professors were politically unreliable.

When the child was only 14 it already had a cadre file
and it was decided whether he should go to saecondary
school or not. A school director and Communist Party



VIL/26

member used to come every month to me to talk about
this situatlon and I gave them advice.

E. The Communists devoted much time and effort to
indoctrinatling the youth and the result was zero.
If there would have been no Communism in HUngarK.
there would be more Communists in the country than
there are today.

2, Tha Communists failed to indoctrinate the youth
because youth found out quickly that Communist ideo~
logy and practice were two different things. It
discovered the inner contradictions of Communism

and so it was nothing but lies.
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MAJOR DISSATISFACTIONS AS FELT IN EVERYDAY LIFE

A. Bespondentls Main Dissatisfaciions

1. The lack of freedom of expression; the extremely
low standard of living,

B. The people were complaining most about the

general misery. In Hungary the people used to say,
"What's new?™ The answer was, "Misery."



A. Ihe jtandaxd of Living

l. In 1956 I belonged to the best paid category of
skilled workers and could sarn above 1,500 forints
a month -= a sum the intellectuals did not earn.

My wife worked as an accountant and earned 900 for-
ints a month. Our net combined income was 2,500
forints,

Our apar:tment had two rooms with a kiichen and a
bathroom. Our zasi rent was 140 forints plus 100
forints for heating and 70 forints for electriclty
and gas.

Eqad

We spent 1,200 forints on food, We did not lunch at
home but in reality we spent more,

Slothing

We could spend very little on it and bought only clothing
for our daughter, This caused us great difficulties be-
cause most of the money went for food,

I considered the theatre ami the opera luxuries. 1 went
at least twice a month to hear an opera and once a month
I went to the theatre,

Our standard of living went down. We missed the normal
amount of clothing and good food, It was impossible to
travel and g0 on vacations.

?urlgggndard of living was the lowest in 19513 the highest
n .

2, I did know any family that was better off than the
others.

3. What accounted for the standard of living was the
complete anarchy of the Communist economic system which
rasulted in the impovrishment of the country. 1) The
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production costs were vary high since the plan organi-
zation was badj two administrators fell upon one worker,
2) The bad working discipline. The workers felt that
they were cheated and tha¥ did not work well or they
did not woxk at all, 3} he outdated and bad instru-
ments of production, 4) Soviet exploitation with dis~
advantageous itrade agreements.

B. ZHespondent’s Income During the Past 1O Yeaxs
1. In 1956bmy net monthly incowme was 1,500 forints.

2:; The deductions amounted to something less than
10 per cent,

At times I had a secondary source of income.

6., My first salary was 580 forints a month, I was

then a helper and the working conditions were tar-

rible since I had to empty furnaces. After six

Tgnths LI became an electrician and earned 650 for-
18e

In 1951 I became a skilled technical worker, that is
a toolmaker, I worked for norms and could earn 1.nué
forints, which xhke was the average pay of a good skilled
WOTKk&er.

C. BRBetall Prices ip Hungary

1. The priges were higher on the free market., Soma-
times, bv 100 par cent. In 1932 two pounds of lard
cost ﬁ& rorints in the stores ami 65 forints on the black
market. It was the same with the meat and the fuel.

The price differentials depended on the disastzous si-
tuation of the agriculture in Hungary. In 1952-53

the situation wes very bad and it was followad kbl by
only a sligmht amelioration,

2. The quality of the goods was always bad.

3, Retall distribution was complicated, bureaucratic
and bad, Some goods did not reach the consumers.
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The whole process was over-organized. It was possible
io get standard spare parts.

4, Meat was always in short supply and one always had
to queu for it,

3. Everything was expensive, especially lard, bread,
flour, sugar, etc.

6. The black market was widespread but limited since
the people did not have enough money. During the last
years it was less noticeable amel than justi after the
war, The capacity of buying was not there, only the
shortage of the goods. It was always possible to find
goods of better quality on the black market.

As for under-the-counter sales, the store manager would
say that he had no soap or meat but he sold it to his
friends or relatives who would re-sell it at a highax
price on the black market. This was a general practice
which was severely punishable. In 1952 somebody scld
chickens and spent several years 1ln prison. But some-
times, this practice was tn%nratad. A goose officially
cost 25 forints [ two pounds] and the peasants sold it
for 40 or 50 forints. Thls price was called the price
of the "free market."

D.  dorking Condifions

l, I worked from 7 a.m. till 4 p.m., Saturdays included,
That is 48 hours & week, I worked in a work shop on
radios., I chose that branch myself since it was the
best pald in Hungary with less » effort to make,

My relations with my co-workers were axcellent and my
relations with my superiors were good. We disliked
only the Party functlonaries. The workezrs were good
and the products were bad because the Communist pro-
?gﬂtign systen paralyzed and made our work more dif-
ficult,

I was satisfied with my job but not with the working
conditions,



X/31

2. My follow workers were skilled and good technicians.

3, The wvacatlon plan was good but not sufficient.
iMedical Insurance was far behind Western Europe but
better than in the US, Pensions were absolute in-
sufficient.

L. I prefer to live in the city because of ths cultural
opportunities, but if given the opportunity, I would like
to travel throughout e country. In Hungary 195 miles
became a great distance under Communism,

The agricultural workers had a better diet since they
were those who produced the foodstuffs,

The general standard of living was similarly low every-
where, especially iIn the cities.

In the clty the mnnzmpanpla could be followed leas sasily
and had an easier time of it politically.

2. lihen collectivization was first introduced in Hun-

gary I expected the impoveidshment of 2 riculturu‘ My

opinion, today, is still the same. Al asants '
opposed collectivization in the same way. T poorer

ones even more than the others.

In 1955 the government of Imre MNagy allowed the peasants
to leave the collectives under certain conditions.

Many took advantages of thls, Since 1954 the regime
triad te reverse the situation but without auccasﬂ.
During the revolution the overwhelming majority of

the collactives was dissolved.

The peasant'’s way of life cannot by collectivized

and must remaln independent. Cooperatives are welcomed
in certain branches %ﬂ!&dit. urchases, machinery) but
not in all sectors of production. The peazants want

to keep, above all, their independence.
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I would prefer life on & private farm since the produces
of my work would be mine.

4. In an independsnt Hungary I would like to see a
small and middle scale agricultural production., The
State would maintain experimental and model farms:
the machine stations could be maintalned but thay
should be owned and directed by the members and not

by the State,



THE POLITICAL LIFE

A. Ihe situation before 1948

1., Reespondant's political sctivities before 1948
Before 194B I was already active in politics.
In 1941 the Hungarian Peasant Assoclation was founded
and I became a member of it, There I met Ferenc Nagy,
Bela Varga, Bela Kovacs and Bajcsy-Zsilinszky. In
1941 1 belonged to a group of Boy Scout leaders who
groped aroundfeleki in order to give themselves a
political formation, In 1942 I joined the Smallholders®
Party. In 1944 1 took part in the movement of resist-
ance agsinst the German occupation together with Bajcsy=-
Zgllinszky. 1L was arrested by the Gestapo and condemned
to death but the siege of Budapest prevented them from
carrying out the sentence.

in January 1945 1 was associated with the work of the

Central Committee of the Smallholders' Party and be-

came one of the young leaders of the Party Buda~

pest at the head of its department of economics and

cooperatives. On November 4, 1945 I was elected

deputy to the Nationasl Assembly as the representative ,
of the 13th District, I was arrested in 1947 under

the charge of conspiracy and condemned to three years

in prison, Actually, I spent four years in prison.

yoTmu :

It was a Earty which aimed at acheiving a complete
dictators iﬁé In my opinion, thers was no Commu-
nist Far%g fore iwax World War 11 in Hungary.
Without the presence of the Russian Army thers would
have been no Communism in Hungary.

8. Bgspondentts Views op the Copauoist Paziy from
4243 00

1. The members of the Communist Party

In 1945 the Communist Party had some attraction, This !
was caused by the hate of the peopls for the Nazi dic=
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tatorship and for the war. The majority of the Party
members were, strangely enough, those who were members
earliex of tﬁa extreme rightist Nazi Party and who ap-
proved of a one-party system, becoming good Communists
eventually.

The other members consisted of a small percentage of
the intelligentsia who, as in Western Europe, tried
to discover the possibility for new forms of social
and political life,

Flnally., the most anti~social industrial workers
also joined the Communist Party.

All these members were convinced Communists. After
1947 when the Communists gradually took over the

power, manxspunpla, mastly from the ranks of the
intelligentsia joined the Party in order to safee-

guard their positions, In 1951-52 the members were
disillusioned with the Communist Party which had lost
all of its credit. The resson was that the Communists
did k not keep any of the promises they made for years.
On the contrary, y did the opposite of what they
told to the people. Out of the 17 percent of the vote
they received in 1945, maybe one per cant remained in
1950, They spoke of freedom and creatad a one~party
system and a4 police state, They sald that the workers
held ths power but in reality, never before had ths
workers been so expleoited. They sald that the standard
of livinc was high but everybody knew it was much worse
than thait of the West, Eve Atrade unions were not au-
thorized. In brief, the Communists lisd about every-
thing and nobody believed in them.

Changes 1a Party policies

2, There were technical changes but no basic changes
and the Communist Party never gave up the one-party
system,

When thas Communist Party saw that the masses turned a-
gainst it, the Party tried to win their coafidence,
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Since 1946 the Communists had keﬂ. announcing struggles
against #ll kinds of enemies, like the Social Democrats,
the kulaks, etc, After 1947 Hung was completely under
the one-party szatam_ At the end of 1952 and the begin=-
ning of 1953, when the economic crisis was evident, a
limgtad emall trade was authorized agsin and concessions
were made in agriculture. In 1954 all this was curtailed
onge again, The changa ! ' under Hng¥ came upon the di-
ractives of Moscow and the changes oif 1965, too., In

1956 the phase of liberalization was also started with
the same intention and the Communists thought they could
control it until the enda.

3. The Paxty morale

There were always different opinions within the Farty.

In 1945 Dudas, who spent eight years in the illsgal

Colonists! Movement, and was the leader of the undex-
round ﬁﬁrtglin Hungary refused to join the Communist
arty when Rakosl came back from Moscow. Veisshaus

and Demeny, who under Horthy were underground Com-

manist leaders and were ofien in prison, were not

taken into the Party leadership. vaissﬂaua was sentenced
in 1947 with us in the same conspiracy trial,

Then came tha group of Rajk., More than 500 Communists
wara executed with Rajk and I know this from confidental
Communist sources, In ths 50s, it became evident that
Imrs Nagv did not agree with Rakosi and that he had

many fol_.owars,

In the flrst zears a great many of the members folowed
the leadoers with enthusiasm. But as tha years went on,
and as they saw that the leaders did not keap their
promises. they became just as violently opposed to the
Moscovitasleaders as thoss who were outside the Party.
However, they could not openly express thelr negative
epinions. Otherwise it would have meant imprisonment
or a labor camp for them, These Communist Party members
did not = leave because they either tried to improve the
situation or because they fearsd for their income.

4. Ihe_top lesdexs

The top leaders were Intsrested in the rule of the Com-
munist Party. They believad that a better world would
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years or centuries later and that iha for them the
presant had to be sacrificed. In order tc achiave
this aim they used all available dictatorial and
cruel methods, They believed in a vague and uto-
pian Comnunism,

Thﬂ{ were misled since they tried to reach  un-
reaiistic and unnatural goals,that are in opposis
tion with human nature and they tried to ragglata
basic human forces which know no system. They

were alsc evil because they used coercion to achleve
these aims, This could be best applied to Rakosi,
w?gm I met often, I also met Kadar, Rajk, Vas, and
others.

Ce

L« All forme of opposition existed, The strongest
opposition came from the peasants., Tha peasants
ta?ﬂd or slowed down the deliveries and con~
tinually created an anti~regims atmosphere. 1In
1950-51 the workers showed the same behavior,
ThaI slowad down their work, made faulty products,
stoled from the factories daily, cheated the State
with their wages and did not attend Communist meet-
ings. Ths people were asked in vain to express their
opinion. Nobody said anything and this passivity
snowed that nobody agreed with the »egime., At the
same time averlhndy knew nothing would improve even
after a criticism,

This resistance was very effective, The Party and
ggvﬂrnTeni leaders felt it and tried to do gsomething
about it.

2. The dictatorship was at:nniiy felt and was most
repressive in 1951-52. The resistance reached its
peak at that time,

3. Since 1953 I knew the entire regimeposition

of the writers, I personally knaw Gyuia Illyes and
Laszlo Nemeth, I also knew all about the Petofi
Circle because I was behind its asxkix activities,

I could not attend anI meeting because of my political
past. The Circle included the Communist intellectuals.
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By using the Communist phraseology it was possible
to express anti-Communist opinions and we supported
all those who did it,

The writers expressed the wishes of the Hungarian
people. The public is always very important to the
writers. The writers saw that nobody read their
books and the most honest of them looked for the
cause, They went to the villages and to the factories
and spent time with the people. They found out that
the people did not read their books ause they did
not tell the truth but were tools of the Communist
propaganda, In order to regain their literary credit
and popularity, the writers began to turn their at-
tention on actual problems of the people, These
problems were the fallacles and injustices of the
Communist regime., The writers noticed that when

they spoke or wroie about these topics they ware
very popular again, This evolution became broader
and created the so-called revolt of the writers.

In brief, the writers once again found the contact
with the people. They preceded ths ravolution by
analyzing the mistakes of the Communist system.
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THE APFAAATUS CF POWER
A. Ihe AVH

l. The Secret Police werz people without conviction
who want2d to lead a good life and earn good salaries.
They had no inhibitions and would do anything for money.

After my arrest I was in the hands of the AVH for eight
months and I can only say the worst about them. I

was in prison from 1947 to 1951. I spent 1 1/2 years
in Marko Prison, thres years in the penitentiary in
Budapest and s haif year in Szeged, Before the trisl

I was foxced to sign a confession which did not cor-
respond with the truth,

A fsw secret policemen, or the young people who wers
drafted inte the AVH, realized how cruel tha AVH was.
It was difficult to get out of the organization but
some one I knew managed to get dismissed even at the
risk of being jailed, In the factory I worked with
& former AVH major who spent half a year in jail, had
all of his teeth knocked out, and many bones broken.

3, In my opinion between 5,000 and 6,000 people were
executed for political crimes in Hungary since 1945
until before the revolution,

9. The nformers were tha people who had weak nerves
and whom the AVH could threaten, or those it could
buy with money., In oxrder to spy on other people

the system was very widespread and there was one in-
former for every ten to twenty persons. An informer
was a fiiture in every apartment house,

8. When Hungary is indepsndent the members of the AVH
must pe brought to trial and judged and punished in-
di"l."id'[.lﬂ]..—.?t

9. Ihg jlequiax Policg

The Communist Party had a strong influence on the regu~
lar police but they were not as reliable &s the AVH.
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There was corzuption in thatgglica force since cor-
ruption always accompanlied Communist system,
With money it was always possible to arrange things,

During the revolution the regular police either gave
away their weapons or deserted, Some fought with the

B. Ihe Courts

Before March 19, 1945, that is, the German oceupation,
the Hungarian courts were just in handling private af-
falrs and it was not possible to bribe a court.

In the 30s the cows 3 of a big landowner came one day
to eat the grass on our land., My father went to court
and the owner had to pay a compensation,

3. Hungery had to follow the provisicns of the Peace
Treaty rfga:ding the war criminals, The presence of

the Communists distorted the functioning of the peoples’
courts which passed many sentences that were very severs
and unjust, Many of the so=called war criminals were
victims of that situation.

C.. Ihe Hungarian Army

1. The Russians never trusted the Hungarian Army. For
this reason, Soviet advisors were placed beside all com=
manders and they exercised the actual leadership. Any~
body recommended by the Communist Party could become an
army officer,

By not shooting at the revolutionaries the Army made pos=
sible the victory of the revelution. The membars of the
Army sided individuslly, or in small groups, with the
revolution and fought with the people against the Russians.

On Novembsr 4 the Army was infiltrated with traitors who
paralyzed its resistance., Considering the supariority
of the Sovieis the fight was hopeless.

I was somawhat surprised by the Ammy's actions, although
I was almays sure that Hungarians would never fight on
the side of the Russians., The knowledge of balonging

te the Hungariasn nation was stronge:r in the soldiers
than their duty to obey the orders issued to them.

More impo-tant was the fact that the soldiers were

with the veople,
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D. Iheg 3ussiapn Azmy Troops in Hungagy

After 100 years one cannoi remember the Czarist inter-
vention in Hungary. The hatred against the Russians
wgs caused by more than 10 years of Communist oppres-
sion,

Before 1945 I already knew how the Russian troops were
and I was not surprised by their brutalities and atro=~
cities. I was in Budapest when they arrived. They
looted and raped. My younger brother, age 18, was
killed at Cece without any rsason. Several of my
friends wore shot in Budapest., My opinion of the
Russian A-my did not change much since 19495,

Jeo The Russian troops stationed in Hungary before
the revolution knew very well the situation in the
country, although their contact with the civilian
population was limited., For that reason they did

not fight as strongly as those troops who were brought
in for the second Russian attack.

The Hungarian population déspised the HRusslans and

did not have much to do with them., The Russians felt
this and “ried to talk with the people without success.
A Russian meant "dirty felliow.® A girl who would go
out with a Russian was considered Indecent., Marriages
between Hungarians and Russians were exceptionally rare,

The Russians were crying when thay were taken back to
Russia because the living conditions in Hungary were
better than in their couniry. They did not speak of
thaeir country or Communism and did not about them,
Thay cons.dered the Hungarian workers as a2 bourgeois.

My opinions are based on conversations with Russian
soldiers,

Tha Russian fear their officers greatly but oftsn they
do not obey the orders issued to them,

in the Baknn¥ mountains where Russians deserters fought
T

S, Russlian soldiers fought each other near Gyor and ,
ash Soviet troops after November 4, J

against the



AIL/al

I know of one Russian soldier who reported on November 2

in Budapast at the District Revolutionary Council to
ask for political asylum and permission to remain in
Hungary. This was granted to him.

6. The Russians committed brutalitiss when they shot
at civilians on the strests but, they did not dare
go among the people,

E. Ihe 3Jureaucracy

1, The whole administrative system was a huge and
illogic bureaucracy. The Communistic system does
not trust anybody and has to keep an eye on every-
body. As a result many people were needed and a
huge bursacracy had to be created.

The bossas could only be faithful Communists. The
minor functionaxries were not Communists and if given
the opportunity they would have helpad th&tgenplen
However, they had strict orders and regulatlons and
often tﬁay had to do things against the people’'s
interests. For thati reason t :K wera very disliked.
Wost nf_m{ trouble arose from the bureacratic waste
system which was always unfavorable to the workers.
If the worker found out the mistake and complained
about it, it was a giant affair to have this com-
plaint azranged.

During the revolution, these functionaries sided with
the people. They earned less than the workers and
for years, they could not even open their mouths.

F. Under Communism corruption reached proportions
never bsfore seen in Hungary, Everybody knew it was
the same in the Soviet Union which was always placed
before us as 2 model. The main reason was the genaral
poverty. A starving man can be bribed more easily,

Of course, the main instrument was money., In the
factory it was often replaced by stolen goods and
"fixed" wages,




G. JIhe Intelligence of the Leaders

There was an anti-selective evolution in the Communist
Party, The intelligent and individually thinking peo-
ple were screened as the years went on and eliminated.
The Communist Party wanted peopls who did not think

but who believed everything the Soviet Union said or
ordered, The top leaders were not very intelligent

and cagable. There are thousands of people in Hun-
gary who are far more superior to them in every respect,
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XIII, THE ASSESSMENY OF FUTURE PROSPECTS FOR HUNGARY

A. Bespondent’s Guesses and Hopss

Hungary will be free soon &8s a result of several
factors, First, the Soviet Union can only maintain
its puppet government in power by using methods of
represeion, Sacondly, the ideologlcal effect of
the Hungarian revolution on the Sovist Union will
become unbearable. Thirdly, the West will realize
that it has misjudged the Hungary revolution of
October 1956 and was mistaken when it did not
support it. Fourth, the effects of the Hungarian
revolution on the other satellites, the neutral
countries and on the Communist Parties of the West
are so significant that the Soviets muast take them
into conslideration. The UN and lts members will
seg¢ it necessary to repair the mistake they made
when they did not dct In the spirit of following
the Cherter.

The Hussians will be forced to find a,mﬁﬁgﬁ
if the free wald continually keeps the gar
question on the a%anda. This revolution was
turning point in the history of the Soviet Union.
For 40 years the Soviets were on the offensive
agalnst the West; today, they are on the defensive
and according to the Communist ideologists and
theorists  themselves, they will not be able to
recover,

The public opinion of the four powers which signed

the Hungarian Peace Treaty will force their respactive
governments to act in accordance with the obligations
accepted in the treaty,

If the US thinks that it can appease the Soviet Union,
the Russians will take chances and sooner c¢r later
start & war, But if the US sticks fimrmly to its
principles and international obligations, the
Russians will never dare to start a war.

The pecple in Hungary do not want a war but they
had to defend themselves agalnst the Russians' attack.

— S il
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Since the Hungarian revolution there is news that the
Russian students are debating this question and are
increasing interested in the culture of the West.
More Westsrn plays than ever were given this past
winter in Moscow.

B. Hespondeni's Hopes Before fhe Revolution

My hopes depended on the changes of the international
situation. Until 1952 we heard that the pﬂlicz of the

US had among lts main aims the liberation of the captive
nations. At that time I thought that the American leaders
evaluated the whole political and economical situation of
the world and would achieve this policy.

In the recent years, from Eisenhower's and Dulles’s speechss,
we got newe that if a nation moved against its oppressers
the US would stand on its side and would not remain in=
active, At the same time I saw the inner crises of the
Soviet and Hungarian Communist leaderships and was sure

that soonar or later the situation would become unbearable,
But, with a police gate and foreign occupation power no~
body ever planned an uprising.,
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SO0CIAL, POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC IDEOLOGY

Hungary was attracted most by the example of Sweden
and Austria -~ two countries based on private eco-
nomy, but where the national and large-sized in-
vestments are under a certain form of state control.

The main emphasis should be put on agriculture whigh
should be mechanized as much as possible. As for
industry. the production supplied with national
natural resources should be maintained and developed
(aluminua, chemlstry, electricity, instruments) and
also the food industry (agricultural products, foods,
vegetablas). Heavy industry must be reorganized on
@ more healthier economic basis,

Two points of view must be considered in the question
of nationalization: 1) Who was the owner of the fac~
t ory before the nationalization? 2) The circumstances
in which the various of production can produce the
most economically. Bearing this in mind, I would re-
organize Hungaxy's economy on a private basis, Some
enterprises, like the Hungarian railweys, the Hun-
garian National Bank and several other banks, were

wir already in the hands of the State before the war,

I would study the economie experisnces and achieve-
ments of the West for the past ten years. Hungary's
economy will need credits in order to recover and

I am particularly thinking of the US hers,

The land of the collectives belong to those who had
to give it., They should be allowed to keep it if
they want to but I am convinced that the majority
of the peasants would choose private farmin?“ Only
th? ix e:émental and model State farms should be
maintainad,

The State should collect the taxes and play & role
of coordination and cooperation which, however, should
not go too far.
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To get a maximum on the amount of land someone can
own ls dlfficult because of the differences in land
in the various parts of the country. This quagion
would depend aon the local cenditions,

2, This question is bad since there is no govern-
mant which guarantees Rarsanal freedom and, at the
same tims, no possibility for decent employment.

I would not outlaw the Communist Party which is
finished in Hungary. A% least everybody would see
how few supporters it would have, This should have
also been done under Horthy.

C. The ideal solution would be a European Federation.

But the realistic position for an independent Hun-

gary is that of neutrality end good relations with

all countries of the world. Hungary should also support and
contribute to an international police force.

3., I very often thought of a Danubian Federation. I
think it is realistic but since the West European
Union has ressed, I think that Hungary should
join before the formation of any Danubian federation.
A grﬂatur unity is HIWIEE preferable, I think that
this opinion is shared by the majority of the Hun~-
garian people.

4, The guastiﬂn of Hungary's political borders will

be solved by a European federation - when the national
boundariss will have less importance. The present si-
tuation of the Hungarian minorities outside Hungary is
just as bad as that of the Hungarians who are at home,



THE FORMATION OF PUBLIC OPINION

2. 1 knaw of Khrushchev's secret speach to the 20th
Farty Congress from confidential sources even before
the Westarn radios told it.

3., McCarthy exaggerated the danger of Communism.

B, I knew that Rekosi lived sumptuously in contrast
with the workers whose leader he was supposed to be.

B. What Respondeni Read

Until 1947 my favorite books were the Hungarian and

Western classics, Among the Hungarian authors I

preferred Zsigmond Moricz, Laszlo Nemeth, Istvan

Sinka, Ady, Vorosmarty, Jokai. My favorite foreign

gﬁthnrﬁ were Thomas Mann, Sinclair Lewis, Huxley,
aw.

After 1947 most books were the products of Communism,
1 read them too and my opinion was: cheap propaganda.
1 read &8s much under Communism as before, Maybe the
people read more, but not Communist literature. They
tried tc fxsmxfax be free for a while from the drab
reality of life and found an escape in llterature.
Jokai, Moricz, and Laszlo Nemeth were axtrﬂmaiﬁﬂpnpu-
lar, The workers and the peasants read more n
beiore because of the people's desire to escape from
the reality of Communism.

In the factory I was the only one to read the JSgabad
Nep entirely. I did not trust the Communist news-
papers since I knew well that they contained only
lies and g?u ganda. But I tried to find the truth
between the lines. I also read Pravda.

Sometimes I read the Paris edition of Ih
H d and all the issues of

g which I recelved in secret through foreign
caiploma

tic representatives, I read the Wastern
technical ma?azinas and books in the publlc and
the factory libraries, We hacd all the American
scientific and technical bouks and magazines
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published in the field of mechanics, aviation,
electronics, machine tools, etc.

The Western press -- dailies, weeklies, and books ==

was prohibited. Also, many formex Hungarian books

were prohibited by the Communists who removed them
fvrom the libraries and destroyed them, Ths people

?12 tEﬂEE books at home and passed them on among
riends.

C. All those who could listen to the Western radio
broadcaste passed the news on by word-of-mouth and
the whole country knew what the radio stations had
broadcact; howsver, only trusted people told such
news to each other either at places ¢f work, on the
streetcars, etc. The Hungarian people were well
informed about the world situation.

F. Moyies and Thagtre

I used Lo see one theatre play and one movie and
hear two operas a month. The movies 1 Earticulnrlf
liked wore; "The Count of Monte Cristo, an Italian
film and "One Summer of Happiness”, a Swedish film.
The plavs I enjoyed most were “Juliua Ceasar™ by

G. B. Shaw, "Galilei" by Laszlo Nemeth, "Dozsa"

by Gyula Illyes and "A Glass of Watexr" by Scribe,

My favorite operas were "La Tosca", "Faust", and
"The Troubadour",
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EVENTS CUTSIDE HUNGARY

A. Bussis

i see the possibility both of a revolution and of
a liberesllization. This Egpnthasis is realistic
only if the Russian and the other captive nations
could feel that the Western world is not indif-
ferent to their fate.

2. Tha Communist Partz would be swept away by
free elections in Russlia,

3. The Russian top leaders have the ambition to
rule and are onl terested in remaining in power
at all costs. They capable of doing anything and
their goal is to achisve world domingtion == by
force, ii necassary.

B. [Easfern Eusope

1. Poland was always the most ﬁﬂ ular East European
country in Hungary because of t #Eistnri:al friend=-
ship batween the two countrles. The £ast Germans
were less popular because they first served Hitlerx,
then later, the Communists.

I knew Eest German and Bulgarian technicians. They
hated their own governménts Just as much ' as we
hated ours.,

2, Free elections in Zastern Europe would bring the
and of the Communist regimes in all captive natlons,

3. Czechoslovakia had the highest standard of living;
Romania the lowest.

C. ZEgland

1. I think Gomulka's policy is a tampﬂrar¥ trend which
weakens the ons-party system in Poland, If the Polish
people are left free to act, they will oblige Gomulka

o0 make more concessions. But if the Soviet Union inter-




XV1/50

venes evan the concessions granted to now will be
taken away. The Russians' interventlon depends on
whether or not the West will allow it.

2. The riots in Poznan had a huge effect on Hungar?.
Afterwards, in the summer and in the fall of 1956,

the Hungarian people followed with s puthx the Poles’
efforts to get rid of their ties with Russia,

4, The Hungarian people did not notice anything in
Poland bsfore Gomulka's rise to power. I read some=~
thing in the Western Ereaa about "greater freedom of
expression in Foland,

5, The revolution was not the choice of the Hungarian

people, The ordars of Gero to gshoot into the crowd

and the intervention of the Russian troops caused the

revolution, If no concessions would have baen granted

%n Poland, a revolution would have broken out there, 2
00.

D. Iite and Yugoslavia

l, Tito's influence had one positive result. The Soviet
Union's leading and absolute role was questioned and de~
fied., In my opinion, Tito did not invent national Com~
munism. Every Communist leader, in his country, would
like to build up Communism in his own way. This was
prevented by the central leadership of Moscow. Tlto
could evade It and impose on the Yugoslav peopla his

own brand of Communism, The Communist leaders of the
uthig East European nations would do the same if they

'EI:IU -

In my opinion, Tito is & Communist dictator who does
not want aRI dictator above him, He is fooling the

West with his double~deal policy, but, I understand

Dulles whanshas wants to support all efforts ~ even

from Communists -~ that weaken Moscow.

Tito's Eﬂpularity was increased by his opposition to
Moscow but he would not dare to have free slections
in Yugoslavia since he would not get the majority.
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Yugoslavia has more freedom along the economic line,
more opportunity for private enterprise, but not more
human gg:adums for the individual than the other cap-
tive natlons,

E. Asia and the Middle East

1. The Communists gained control of China because
of the mistakes of the US which should have supported
a truly democratic group in China and not the corrupt
regime of ChiangeKai-Shek.

China is a huge country which can stay less close to
Moscow,

5. I bear in mind the fact that even today India
is stil]l a member of the British Commonwealth.

6. I understand Egypti's efforts to nationalize the
Suez Canzl but the question could have been solved

much better in 1956, had the three big powers dis-
cussed the whole matter together in connection with

and wan Dam. Nasser was embittered when he seized
the Canal and tle lack of understanding and coordination
of the Wlest were also responsible for his action. The
Anglo-French intervention was a desperate move. London
andliarls could have obtained more favorable resulis
garlier,

The events in Egypt should have had no influence at all
on the situation in Hungary and the West made a big
mistake when it followed Sovist point of view which
related the two problems,

F. iest Germany

L. I krow that West Germany's standard of living is
very gooc and is the best in Europse.

3, If the unity of Europe is achieved and, if the UN
fulfills its role, the possibility of a war started by
Germany will never arise., But if the pending problem
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of Germar re-unification 1s not solved the danger re-
mains,

4. I dc not think the West German Army will be a
serious military factor compared to the armies of
the big powers. But, it is necessary in the frame
of the defense of NATO,

- 5, Both cccupation armies in Hungary were bad.,
The Germen occupation lasted only a year while the
Russian cccupation lasted 12 years and has not ended,

6. Western Euzope

The British Labor Party is a positive factor in the
politics of the free world since it deals adequately
with Grest Britain's economic and political problems.
It also prevents any Communisit progress in this in-
dustrial countrv,

3, England has the highest standard of living and
Eaypt the lowest,

H. The United States

Le I wes particularly surprised to s=2e how ths

Americane are uninformed about the Hungarian revo-
iutian, its causes, and the realistic possibilities
t offered.

2. The USs should negotiate for the creation of a
neutral zone in Europe on the basis of the Eden
plan put forward three years ago and propossd a
few days agoe by Bulganin.

The Soviet Unien would accept such a solution be-
cuase ite situation is unbearable before the public
opinion ¢f the world., It is also afraid of the ideo-
logical effects of the satellites on the Sovist Union.
The US could accept this solution since it is obvious
that the countries of such a neutral zone will not
reméain Communistic. They already wantsd to break away
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from the Soviet military occupation and all captive
nations would do it if a peaceful national solution
was reached.

J: The US should continue to consider the Kadar govern-

ment as a puEpﬂt government and not as a legal govern-
ment of the Hungarian nation.

4, The Hungarian people want to see more Western
visitors since they want to know about the West
and vice versa.

B. They want very much to receive Western books and
magazines since they have felt most intensely the
tan years of isolation from thes West.

6. It does not matter if Hungarian exiles are as-
gociated with such activities.

1. The ldarshall Plan was a good thing at that time
and I wish that Hungary could have accepted it, The
US wanted to help the countries damaged by the war
by good will,

8. The US fought in Kerea in order to repulse Com-
munist aggression in agreement with the UN resolution.

J. The UN could have assured the independence of Hun=~
gary. It only had to follow the dispositions of the

Charter. Today it should try to enforce its resolu-
aﬁgns and can still apply sanctions against the Soviet
nion.
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-VII, KNOWLEDGE OF AND ATTITUDES TOWARDS SELECTED PERSONALITIES |

A, The most popular political leader in Hungary today
is Bela Kovacs.

B, Imre I == he became an important figure of Hun-
garlahﬂﬁistnr? when 1) undexr the demands of the
. Hungarian revolution he dared to oppose Moscow
in spite of his Communist past.

. _?iggggﬂlrﬂiﬁgigggiﬁz the people lock at this re-
gious leader with affection, He suffered mar-
turdom under Communism.
ng;ﬁg_%%i%: He was not a saint and fell victim
to the dictatorship he helped to establish.
gero: A pitiless despot who wanted to rule |

at any price and had nothing in common with the
Hungarian people.

Janes Kadar: A weak and vile character.

,%zﬂiig ; I very much admired his mili-
ary s#ctions during Voxrld War II. 1

ﬁsmﬂxy.ﬁa:mglfgammuﬂslt He 1s not fit for
& present position.

‘ﬁfllﬂ:: Unfortunately, he does not know Communism.
s pclitical actions toward the Seviet Unlon are
not tlose of the foreign eecretary of the biggest
power in the world,

Eden: Until Suez I thought of him as a great states- !
man, |

Truman: He was the true friend of the oppressed
natiors and he saved Korea from Communism.

Mikoven: He belongs to the Stalinists' groups
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%EH§H= His neutral policy is good but I regret that
cas not know Communism weldé enough.

Qﬂiﬁﬂﬂlﬁﬂi ghgk: He could have saved China if he
wou éve gotten rid of the corrupt generals and
businescmen,

Eﬂ:ﬂﬂi‘“§§1= Aftar World War II he was one of the
most realistic opponents of Communism in Hungary
and the Hungarian peasantry knows his policy in
that reespect.

Eﬂmﬂm_i: Ona of the greatesi figues of American
ome policy who, however, made heavy mistakes in
foreign policy.

Adepguer: The most outstanding of a united Western
Europe,

Stalip: The Communist despot,

rs Collected with the liberzlization in the
oviet Union, but, it is difficult to know if he was
serious or only piayed a role.

§;§%5§: He maintains an outmoded amd economic and
soclal esystem in Eurcpe.

Bevan: Iﬁﬁurtant factor of the British Labor love-
ment but e qoals he proclaims will never make &
leader out of him,

Ehrushchev: A violent and impulsive man,
Jito: A Communiat dictator.

Paron:s His policies created many inner tensions and
ne regime can last under such circumstances,

Molotovy The executor of Communist colonization.
Churchill: The greatest statesman of this century.
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XVIII. ATTITUDES TOWARD EXILES AND EXILE ACTIVITIES

A. Gharacterization of Escapees

From October 24 until November 4 those gﬂnple who
had planned to leave the country for a long tims,
in the hope of finding a better life ami elsewhere,
left Hu1gnry. Following the Russian attack on
November 4 the overwhelming majority o those who
took the most active part in the revolution and

in the freedom fight, left too. Unfortunately,
among the refugees came some who were not con~
sidered quite decent elements at home and who

were locking for adventure.

Nine-and~a<half million people could not come out.

If I could have, I would have stayed myself, I

think those who remained in Hungary were right to
stay and everybody whose life was not in danger
should have stayed. Many who could have come out
stayed because they hoped that at the end of November
Hungaxry would be independent.

Those in Hungary are glad that we will have a better
life abroad,

2a Maybe some 10,000 more people would have come
out but the msjority would have remained because
the Hungarian people are convinced are that country
will soon be free,

B. Huagarian Exile Orqagizations and Individuals

1. I knew of the Hungarian axile organizations
through the Western radios. I followed the work of
the Hungaran National Council but I was very dis-
aﬁpnintad by the results and worried by the news
khaixihaz about the extreme rightist activities.

1 felt that the Hungarian National Council was the
representation of Hungary in the free world. Its
goal was to turn the world's attention toward the
oppressed Hungarlian nation and to work towards its
liberation. was disillusioned to discover that it
is more of an administrative than a political organi=
zation,
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3. I felt that the work of the exiles was well
intentloned and that the democratic politiclians
well represented the oppressed Hungarian natioen.
But theellungarian National Council also included
non=-democrats and it did not know well enough

the present demands of the Hungarian nation and
conssquently, could not voice them.

I thought of these people during the revolution and
xagaltiad we called them back. The Hungarian people
would not have opposed this, Imre Kovacs was re-
called by the Peasant Party. Imre Szelig, by the
Social Democratic Party. The Smallholders were
also discussing the return of Hrenc MNagy.

Cs I met some psople who came back %to Hungary
because they ware homesick., They were naturally
gorry. Tha aim of the redefection campaign was
to have less adversaries in the West.

D The people at home should be able to correspond

without censorship with the refugees and to know all 1
about them., They should also know how the peolitical |
representatives of the Hungarian revoiution have

suceaded in informing the free world of the choice I
for freedom of the Hupngazran people and to win the

fres worlid to thelr cause.

2. Thay should know that the free world does take
very serlously the principles it proclalms, especially
when it comes to the liberation of the captive nations.

3, The exiles should settle down, work, and adjust |
to their new social environment. |

4, Personally, I will always inform the free world
about the situatinn in Hungary and the goals of the
Hungarian people.

=1 I am a member of the Hungarian Revolutionary Council
of Strasbourg,

All the »efugees can join too if they accept the aims

and abjectives of the democratic revolution of October

1956, But the direction must belong to the Freedom

Fighters. |
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6. felt that the re-organization of the varlous
political parties was necessary and good., It was one
of the goals of the revolution which accompanied the
demands ‘orfree elections.

Es I want to go back to Hungary but only to a free
and independent Hungary.

I want my child to learn Hungarian as well as English
in the Us.
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AUDIENCE REACTIONS TO RADIO AND LEAFLETS

A. Badip

1, I used to listen to AFE, VUA, BBC, Paris, Ankarra,
Tel Aviv, stc, All these stations were Jammed and
the audibility depended on the atmospheric conditions.

I listened to Hungarian and English broadcasts prac~
tically 2very day alone, or with my wife,

2. We aiways listened behind closed windows and the
radio tuned to a low volume, I knew somebody who
lost his job for listening to Western broadcasts,

3. The broddcasts were very important to the Hun-
garian people, They were an open window of the free
world., As for the news, RFE was good but the comments
of BBC ware the best. RFE gave the news everv hour
and we ware glad to hear from the free world.

4.~&Uhtil the revolution broke out my opinion was
good,

5. The Western radio stations had nothing in common
with the Hungarian revolution, but the broadcasts did
not evaluate well the events and did not help the ravo-
lution but hampered it with inaccurate news and wrong
tandencias,

6. RFE should continue to broadcast to Hungary.

7. It should broadcast sspecailly every-hour news
with comments, More cultural programs and more in-
formation about life in the countries of the free
world arn needed. It should also tell in detsil
the Hungarian and world literature and irbrm the
Hungarian Eeupla about the activities of and the
results achieved by the Hungarian poeliticians in
exile in the interesis of the Hungadan people.

B. I have heard the initials NEM and I have heard
of the 12 Demands. ACtually I saw both of them
mentioned in leafleats.
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C. Leaflats

i. 1 - .  was given leaflets in my county when I
visited villages., Maybe I received five or six issues
in 1955 and 1956.

3. It was dangerous to pick uvwp the leaflets and peo~
ple were arresied and detalned for days for this,

4, I thought the leaflsts were useful and that their
contents were good, But, after I left Hungary 1 saw
that more Hungarian literary products could have been
sent in them, especially the srticles of Latohatar,.
But, the radio should have told us about this articles
fimst. The radio failed here. The Hungarian did not
need any encouragemant but information about the Hun~
garians living abroad and their conditions of life.

5. Leaflets should continue to be dropped in Hungacy
for information purposes.

&, They should stress that the Hungarian révolution
expreseed the rightful demandes of the Hungarian people
and that '". . freedom cannot be taken away for long
from any countrv,

B, The aim of the Western orgsnlizations was to Dorm
the Hungarian people about the free world and about
the moves to frea the captive natlons. These nxgamnix
zatisrs wera the aims of the Western governments and
the oryznizations, that is the radios, volced them.

i e



