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LNTERVIEWER'S IMPRESSIONDS OF QLSPORDENT

Respondent has an intercsting haockground with regard
to the orogressive evolution of the new intelleotual clazs
that has sprung up in Hungary during the naszt ten years.
Father 13 a foreman Iin & machine tool nlant, and her husband
is 8 self-made man who wes born to gqulte noor veasants and
took up teeaching sa a orofession (pedagogy and ohilosonhy) .
He later became & succesaful politiclan, member of the Hunger-
ian Parllsment, sand also a very sective member of the Hungarian
Smallholdsre Party.

This young woman Is the best subject I have had so far.
Besides being levol headed, subject 1s an ldealist and & very
good vatrict. TWithout being blased she also 1l desovly reli-~
gilous.

Respondsnt has well-formed, sound judgment. Dus to hex
age {30 years) she also could give enswers to many queetlons
to whieh there was no response I'rom Lhe very young glrls.

Sub jeot end her hushand have sxnerienced AVH interroga-
tions and orison for trumted up charges.
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I1. WAJOR SALIENCE ARD WARM-UP OCUESTION

. "I think thai there ars about 3 most imoortant things
that the imericans and Amerlcan public opinion ought to
kmow about the events in Hungary d uring the Pall of 1946.
The main thing 1s that the Amer cans ought to realize that
they have missed & unigue onnortunity whioh would have led
to the solution of the whole Basterm Luronean nroblem, had
the UN and the Unlted Stetes supported the Hungarian revolu=- |
F tion. fHere I do not mean military euoport bescauss m:obody
wants war and Bungoery lesst of all, Skemxikx but I am think- |
ing of the enforcements of the UN ganotiona. Then the other |
- satellite natlons would also have jolned the Hungarlan revolu-
tion and It would have been possible to drive Hussia out of |
Eastern EBurone."

"Second, I think I have %o point out that the Hungarian
revolution has brought about the death of the Russian Commu- |
niast expansion. OJf gcourge, thls dosan't mean that an immedi- .
ate effect could be saen, but I am qilts convinosd that the
whole Communist Party in Ruesia has besn shalten 1n 1ts
foundations.”

"Iy third polht 1s, and this refors to the U.S. egain,
ig that 1f the United States and the N would do something,
aven now, suppvorting the Hungarlan cause, thie would mean
that the anti-American feelings in Eurove, which are vur{

ar

strﬂng at present, would comnletely swing over to the ot
slde. |
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III. CHRONOLOGY OF MIRSJONWAL EXPERIENCES, ACTIONS, ATTITUDES
AND EXPECTATIONS DIRING THE ReVOLUTION

Un the 22nd of October In the even » reppondent was
at home when a frisnd of hers came and told them about the |
domands of the studenta at the Szeged University, and that
the students et the University #fe Technlezl Sciences were |
planning & meeting for that evening. 2n October 23rd in .
her offlice ons of her co-workersz who attendsd the meeting |
of the Tniversity students brought in all the demands and |
told them at great length about the neeting of the students
at the Technical University. There was a %iaat re jolcing in
the whole offlcs, andimm imnediately the girla sat down and
tyved out the Polnts In seversl coniles and stuok them un on
every [loor in the offlce. The manager of the comvany, who
was & former AVH colonel and & Stalinist, who had beon at-
tacked Just a few days befors in the nemspaper for this, did
not dare to do anything against the displsy of the stidenta’
demands. All of his workers planned to attend at 2 o'clock
in the aftermoon the demonstrations at the Bem statue. 'The
Communlet Party secretary, hovwever, 21d not let them all EO.
However, he vermitted ten chosen menbers of the office workers
to attend. Unfortunately, rescondent said she was not RMON
tha ten.

"By L:30 we flnished our work in the offlce and went
&ll of us toward the Bem statie in Buda. Howaver, kin by that
time the demonstrations there were over, and we heard that
the orowd went over to the Parlisment. In the meantime I
rang up my husband, informing him what I intended to éo, and
eegited him to join me thers, When he, as I found E out later,
was also at the Bem statue and at the Parliament Sguare. How-
ever we nover met, there was such a huge orowd. At 8 o'clock
in the evening finally I went home and met my husband. At
night we agaln returnod together, now at the Parliament.

"Here we stayed niil we heard Imre Nagy « Later on
wa heard thet the AVH had opened fire on the s=tudents at the
Hadio building. #e for & moment thought that thie just
might be a trick to mocare the crowd in front of the Parlia-
ment and to make 1t dlgperse.

"We then foined a lerge group of oeocnle who went to the
orinting off'lese of ths “zikra Comnan damending that the
Denands of the stidGenta be nrianted. ne menagement of the
orinting office gtrongly objeoted to this, and didn't lot
them In. udowever, the young peonle finally broks the doors

down and started to orint the pamohlets. By the time 1t
© waz already nlght vhen finally at 3:20 A.", we went over Lo
the Radic building where serlous fighting was golng on."

L muat edmit that only becsuse I trisd to be very reasonable
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did I not take w. arma. My husband belng considered an ensmy
of the regime voliticelly, I just did not dare to exnose him
to further dangers or ianterrogations by the regime. a then
wallked home to Obuda. e saw on owur wai baglt that flusslan
tanks wers sninsing the cipillian nonulation.y

"My feslings during the demonstrations were those of
intonae Ju{ end heoviness to see what a force the Hungarian
erowds In the atreets of Budapest repregssnted. I hevenr
thought that our demonstratlons would not be succesaful,
since I saw that it was not & grouo of neovls but the whole
nation which hWmdxhEaxaux®& Jolned spontaheously and wanted
somebthing whioh had been deorived [or eo mani long yoars.

I never felt any fesr becznse I had the feeling that I was
a small mamber of a huge force and that gave me strength.
We all felt vsery hoseful when we gaw that we were able to
make the government take down the Red Star from the Parlis-
ment building, and also that the Hungarian lag was belng
carried without the hated Russlan Insignia.

"The only time I thought about nersonal conasquances
that wmlght reault for me and my husbend was on the 23ird in
the off'lce when I saw from the window that down in the
streets the trucks were crowded with young peonle and covered
with flowera and flags, and whan we were rejoloing some of
the office peonle Told me not to show my havnlness so ovenly
because some harm might come of 1t. But after all, it was
the epirit of 1848 that orevalled that day, in the office
Rlso. ot only was I elated, hut everybody elege, and 1t was
quite lnteresting to ses In the office that even thoss who
hitherto had nrofessed to be on the side of the regime had
ehanged from one day to another, and they were quite onenly
and unashamedly hevoy.

"Our demands on the government wera of cource a redical
change -~ a new government with Imre Hagy at the helm. He
wes, after all, the nan who in 1953 trisd to enforce some of
his ideas, and who gave us & 1ittle bit more llberty. There-

fore everyvody had confidence that 1f he were the Prime Vinilster

evarything wiuld be all right. Also, after all, he promised
to comnly with the demands of the students.

"ie sleo wanted the Hungarian government to change the
voliecy toward Hussla. We wsnted to be on an equal basie with
the NMussian government, and we d1d not want to be comnletsly
exploited.

"I belleve that had Cero not dellivered hils apeschi on the
23rd, and had the government been formed by Napy, the crowd
wo uld have acesoted & momwawm compromise offered by Hagy. I
am {ldnking of a kind of resolutlon lile the Comnlka povern-
meént Iin Poland or Tito in Yugosla¥ia. I am also pretiy sure
tgat%ir gll this had hannensd, the fightling would not have
startcad.
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did I not teke un arme. My husband belng coneidered an

snemy of the regime nolitically, I Just did not dare to ex-
nose him to Turther dangers or Interrogations by the reglme.
iie then wellkad home to Jbuda. We mm saw on our way back that
Russian tanka were anlning the civilian nopulation,”

"Wy feslings during the demonstrstions were those of
intenss Jjoy and hanniness to see what a force the Hungsrian
crowds in the streets of Budapest penrssented. I never thought
thet owr demonstrations would not be succeseful, sinece I saw
that 1t was not a2 group of noonle but the whols nation which

Joined snontaneoudly and wanted something whioh had been de-
vrived for so many long years. I never felt any fear because
I hod the feellng that I was a small member of a huge force
and that geve me strength. Ve all felt very hopeful whenyesaw
that we were able to make the government btake down the Red
Star from the "arllament building, and also that the Hungarian
flag was beling carrlsd without the hated Russien Iinsipnia.

"The only time I thought about ssrsonal conseguences
that might result for me and my husband was on the 23rd in
the offlce when I saw f»om the window that down in the
astreets ware orowded wlth young vsonle and covered with
Tlowers and flags, and when we were re joicing some of the
offles neosle told we not to show my hapniness WExmuzmExmamm S0 onenly

bscanse somharm might coms of 1It. But after all, it was the soirit of
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1848 that nrevailed that dey, In the office also. Not only
was I elated, but everybody else, and it was quilts interest-
ing to see ln the offlies that aven those who hlithert: had
professed to be on the side of the ropime had changed from
nnah:ay to enother, and they wers gulte ovenly and unsshamed-
1y hapoy.

"Jur demands on ths goverment wers of coirse & radical
change == 2 mew governmant with Imre Hagy at the helm. XZimm He WS,
ell, the man who In 1953 tried to snforce soms of his idess,
end who gpave us & 1ittls bit more llhartz. Theraforo evarye-
body had confidencs that 1f he wers the ‘rime ¥inister avery-
thing would be sll right. Also, after all, hew oromised to
cormly with the demands of the students.

"We also Eanteﬁ the Hungarlan government to change the
polley toward “ussla, We wanted to Le on an sgual basls with
the Rugglan povernment, and we did not want to mxamikwiix
es¥mx be comnletely exnlolited.

"T bellsve that had Gero not delivered his spessh on the
23rd, and had the government been formsd by Nagy, the orowd
would have acoented a comprise offered b¥ Wagy. I am think-
ing of a kind of resolution 1lke the Gomulka government in
Poland or ilto In Yugoslavia, I am alaso oretty sure that if
all this had haonened, the flighting would not have startsd.
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"As muoh as I have asen, I would say that most demonstra=-
tore were between the agee of twent§ and forty, and ssoeclally
in the begilnning, mostly of the lntesllectual class. However,
the workers joined our ¢rowd mostly at the Radlio bulid
fighting. The atudsnts had no arms In the beglimning, an
it was the workars who arrived with truokloadsa of arms and
arrmmmnition, and men. You must know, for instance, that the
lamp factory in Cudanest of course dld not manufachure lampass
It was an arms factory. From here, for instance, ten thousand
rifles were brought by ths workers.

"I do not know really who did not take part in the demon=-
stretions and the f'ighting, but I bslleve thoss peo-le who
hold good jobs and did not want to jeonardize them. Further-
mors, those of course who were ssriously engeged Iin Communlst
Party activities dld not take nart.

"In the beglnning, we honed that the demonstrations would
result in our achicving the elms we Lad set, and we certalinly
did not think of an srmed unrising. Ihe wihole damonstratlon
started bsocause & Polish committee was at the time Iln Duda-
nagt, and the Association of Hungarien Authors and Writers
wanted to hold & gmall sympathy demonsatration at the Dem
statue, and put down a wreath. Ths students of the Unlversity
of Technioal Sclences wanted o5nly to Join thls veaceful demon-
atratlon s0 &5 to emphaslize thelr feellhgs for the Hungarian-
Pollish frisndshin. The leader of theas sltudents was (olonel
Mar lan, who had been sssignod by the Communist Party after
gll to teach the militery scisnces at the University, and
gurely did not want to take »art in an unlawful demonstration.
He was wholeheartedly with the students s¢ as to demonstrate
vencafully and in pood order. Hs aleo assigned tha studenta
to orpanisze the deqnonstrations so that evarything should be
lawful and peaceful. %hen the shooting started at the Radlo
he aleso etood up end tried to calm the crowd. He waa then
killed by AVE sniners.

"Otherwise, the demonstrstions were commletely apontaneous,
and I balieve that the new coursa after the Twentisth Party
Congress aomehow contributed to the sutbreak of the Rx demons
atrations.”

B. "I alao firmly bellsve that all the bloodahed could have
been avoided had Caro not spoken the wey he dld. And aa I
mentioned before, that Primse Minister NHagy would have taken
over the government. During the fightlng, at first thse stu-
dents took a very actlive vart. Later on, however, if was the
young mimdmzks workers who took over. I think that the young
students did not have as much norve %o carry on the fight as
the hardensd young fighkaw workera. 1 also saw that on the
2ith at dawn workers of the older gensration took the lead
and they took an =sotive oart in building the barricadese in
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the strectss I n0lso saw children, boys and girls of esleven
and twaelvs, tsiting oert. Nobody seemed to show Any fears.

As 1 sald befors, the arms wesre nrovided moatly by the workers
from the lamn factory and also tha workers from Cesnel brought
& great deal of arme. Howsver, there was & gereat shortage

of ammunition. Thls was due to the fact that the govermment
as of October lat had already put a ban on the lssus of all
ammunition excevt under assigned permit by the Minlstry of the
Interior. “robably they were already susniclous of somothing
brewing.

"Also, 1 saw members of the Hungarian srmy hand over their
weapons and ammunition, as well as some of the regular police
force. But even these compleined thai they were Lszsued very
11ttle emmunltion, I slso eaw & greet number of the young
apprentlces {ighting at the Redlo; they wore the regular
asmreknin avorentice uniforms. That's how T knew.

"There was no over-all or formal leadership. Ve had
several local leadera, however. For instance, in the defense
of the Vergret Bridge, a former Romen Catholic oriest who
worked in a factory (he alsc was imorisoned for quite = long
time) just stood up an?d organized the young neople for the
defense of the bridge. This 1s how it happensea averywhere.
One or another assumed snontaneows lesdership and, &3 1t
hanopened, none of these loca) leaders knew of the eotivities
of the obhera in the elty. ILater, however, I heard of Paul
Malster, who sssumed the leadershlo of the rebel Fungarian
army. He being an officer by orofession, and orobably due
to hls talent and exverience, he became ths leader there and
was scoopted by the crowd.

"As to the outecome of the ravolution, we of course weras
very ontimistic. We firmiy bellaved that the Rusziens could
not take up arme agsinat %She umgarlan ponulation bessuse
this would bare theilr aims and show the Vieet what sort of
bDurposes thney have in Surone. fie honed that the Russian
troops would wlthdraw and the eiltuation would be seattlad.

"Ap to the g resction of ths governmeni'a calling in the
Russlan troops, we all were convinced that it wes Gero who
6ld this. I have read here in the newsnavers with rregt
amazemant that now Warosan has assumed resnonsibili y for
this. On the other hand, I am convinecad that the Russians
were in fact not ocalled in, because thay would have come
snyway. TMoscow knew verfeotly well what it was plaming and
how 1t was planning. Hungary, after all, was a Rwmezrin
Russian swkmeiyz colony, and to say that one of ths Hdungerian
Minlsters called In the Russian troons was Just only to give
a8 nane to tha chilld.

"In the svenlng of the 2lith I went around in the Euda
distrlet and we vasted cur leaflets all over the walls and
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trees, On ths 25th of Cobtober I went back to work, but noe
body was working in the office and we very soon wers szsnt
home. My husband took an active part in ths Commlittoee of
the Revolutiomary Students. That night we had to walk back
home agein, and on our way home we had & chance to see the
groat number of unburlied dead at the Parliament Squsra.

I also witnsssed how an AVH woundsd & young Hungarilan man.
Wihen he asked him for dlrsctions he just shot him In his
lege. I helvned to carry him to a Plrst Aid nost. Lher we
went to Join the ecrowd that demonstrated in front of the
American Legation in Budapest. Several neonle spoke hers
and demanded that the Minlster should talk to them and
oromlse them help. Somebody came out snd spoke a fsw words
to them, ssking them to dispersem beceuse the lnited Hetlons
hed to remain comnletsly neutral. Everybody was terribly
digsapnointed and the crowd then dispersed."

C. Respondont svent most of her time between the Soviet
withdraval and the time of the relnvaslon heloing her hose
band as his secretary. He at thet time was the manager of
the Peasante' Unlon, and respondant worked with him at ths
Parliament bullding. She had the ovnortunlty to talk to
former Hungarlan president Tildy who, on this occasion,

told rsavondent very cptimistically that Mikolan promissd
him that by midnight that day there would not be osne Russisn
on Hynmperlan soil, obut of courss resnondent said that ahe
wae not as optémlstic as Mr. Tildy was. "After all,"she said
shxx"in the course of ten ysars %weF hadn't exnerienced eny-
thing but troason on the nart of the Russians, 8o we knew
that thls was too %und to be true." These days everybody,
and also resvondent and her x family, were always 1leten

to the Viestern broadcasts or the UN sessiong. Ve all bow
iieved that the UN, being such an Important and astive organisa-
tion, would with 1ts might achleve something on our behalf."

"On November Znd a friend of ours cams from Sseged,
informing us that sowth of Budanest ths Russlans wers digeing
in. Also, on Hovember 3pd, a friend of ours cane {rom Lake
Balaton snd Informed us that in every afport around Lalke
Balaton Russian atwwowim airolsnes carp twenty=-ons armed
Russian soldlers sach were lunding in Clve minute intervala,
Up until this time we all were full of hoves gtill, baoruse
we kmew that tanks could not be used in atrast fightingx, and
there was no infantry in or around Budanest, but by that tinme
wa knew that something was brewlng. And the same day et dawn,
thet 1s on the Jth already, we hesrd that the Russians were
returning, and af 7:30 that morning a friend of curs from the
onteskirts of Budapest phoned that the Russian tanks wars Ape
oroaching. Other friesnds from different dlstriets elso vwhoned
through the sama news. I saw the first Russians on the 5th
of November. Ths tenlk was statloned at the bridgehead of ths
Margret Brldgse.
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"From the time of the Red army'es roturn to the time of
my sscape, 1 went back to my offlece to work. Our office had
been shellsd out and burned to the ground, so 1t was moved
fo the Buda distrlct. The ohief enginesr of that office was
comnletely on the slde of the revolution, and he ordered new
akbotage work. All three thousand workers of the oormany
wint out on strike. This lasbed till the 18th.

"The AVH was after huaband again, end he lsft Hungary
on the 9th of HNovembors followed him on the 19th with my
twe children.

"I rirmly bslisve that Hungary has peined bscause of the
Dotober revolution, because it has orovsd to the liestern mumk
world that i1t 1s not & satellite nation, that it has kept its
national feslings and traditlons, end it still hasz co
Lo r'ight for frsedom. And furthsrmors, I also think tha
the October rewlution has convinced and sonverted many
people who In Hungary, In one way or mnother, maybe sympathigsd
#ith Communism. Theose pecvle, toc, ust have realiszed what
Communism really ie, and what its ultimate eims are."




IV. EXPECTATIONS OF HELP FROM THE WEST DURINC TEEL REVOLUTION

A. "Ouwr group of peonls and our frlencds did not exosct an
armed intsrventlon on the nart of the Vssternm powers. \ha

we were hovlng for was an enforoemsnt of the UN sanctlona,

and that the ocass of Hungary would be treated glmilarly to
that of neutral Austria. Ve also hoved that the UN would
breek off the diplomatic relationships with the Hungerian
government, and would not sccept or acknowledge the
government. e further hoved that Wiss Kethly would be
officially accepted as the UH repregentative of the Hungarlian
government,"

B, "Our exnectations were formed on the basle of the liestern
radio broadeasts. In the past years , the broadcaste of radio
Free Burope fully justifiesd our hoves. We also ¥ knew that
at svery international conference snd negotlation the nroblem
of the Sontheastern Lurovsan states was en the agends. The
liberation of ths setellite nations was very often mentioned.”

G. "The only time we came into contect with any forelgner
betwesn October 3rd and tha time of our escane was on HNovember 2,
when a liest German newspaner man Interviewed my husband on
volitieal guestions -- that is, the aims and exnectatlons of

the revolution regarding the future of Hungary, and abouit hie
opinions on Francks Hagy."
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V. SOCIAL CLASS STRUCTRL AND ATTITUDES

A. Resvondent's father was and 1s ait nresent a foreman in
8 machine tool factory that repairs machine tools for the
mlll Industry. As far as respondent csuld remember, in the
years betweon 1943 and 1944 hls income ranged betwesn 700
and 800 pengo oer month. Thls income was adequate to bring
uo his four children and have a four room apartment. 411
the ohlldren attended the universlty. Nowadays his incoms
ls hardly ehough to keep him end his wife. Resnondent and
family had some foreat land and a house in Transylvania bse
fore the war. As fapr ss she knew; her father was the child
of guite well to do peonle, but he broke with his fazlly
when he was 17 years old. He had to coms away from Transyl-
vahin; at that tims 1t was ococuniad by Romenla and he would
have been drnfted into the Roumanisn army.

Respondent's father had attended grade achool for I
years and then he graduated from a fmzkan technologieal col-
leges The mother had six years of sscondary schools .

B, Acoording fo res»ondent; there are 3 soclal classes in
Hungary at -resent -~ the workers, the nsasants, snd the
intsllectunla. She conasifders the members of the intellectusls
to be those who have had higher schooling, who are gradustes
of some hlgh sohool cr unlverslty, and not those who were

out by the rogime Into some lesding or whits collar job, and
who have been worikters or neasants and hadé no schooling., [nd-
er the Conmunlst regime, as resnondent says, there was also
the so-called "RY clasgs, which was mostly s part of the ine
tellesctual class, and could not be clessified to any snecial
ececunation. 5

Respondsnt had contaet with all other clmases bsasides
her own, because she comes from m the working class and her
husbsnd is the chlld of poor neasants. DBoth her huzband and
bherself oonslder themselves Lo belong to the intellectual
class due to having had x »roser schooling. Vhile her hus-
band was in »rison respondent stayed very often with his
narents in the country. Regerding resvondent's attitudes
tomard the different oung, they were the following: Hohm
"One part of the working clsse in 1945 felt quite drawn to
Communism, and this was the olass on whioh Rakos! was bulld-
ing. Thie class, bowsver, graduslly turned sgainst Communism
and 88 we nave seen durlng the revolution, has comnletely be-
coms an enemy of the Communist ideology. I beslleve that the
attitude of the Hunparlan working clmas now ig about ths same
as the Westerm Soolal PVemoeracy.

"As £mm to the neasantry, this olass from the vary boe
ginning has shown 1%te feelings towards Communiam by the
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passlvity and vassive resistance. In 1948 the very fem
poor ggricultural workers who recelved some xk

land from the rogime were In the beglmning cuite hanny, but
later on, when they were forced into the cooneratives, they
beceme an enemy of the regime ms well.

"There wers very in the imkmitexwkx intellectual olasa
who in ths very beginning {elt some symrathy fxik for Com=-
munism. "Yaybe thire were a few wrilters who thought that they
were bringing something "new” 1n 1deology. For instanos, I
am thinking of Domokos Vargs, and 2 counle of the writsrs who
now after the revolution have been oput Into prison. The
intellectual clazs on the whols 1s always against Communism,
end evanthose young pecple and young writers who in the be=-
ginning belonged to the Communiat Party were wholehsartedly
on the side of the revolution in the Pall of 1956, They
realized finally that the idea which they thought to be some=-
thing 1deal wes commletely im misinteroreted by lMoscow and
dirsoted by Moscow only. & Ome of those was Laszlc Kerdoas."

In resanondunt'e view, all soclsl clesses were hard hit
by Communism in Hungary to s different degres, to a different
extent and 1n a different vway, but nexswit nevertheless, all
thres of them. The workers had to work very hard and were
exvlolited for e plttance. They were foroed to ralise the re-
gime while they starved. The neasants on the otber hend
were exploited by the rigorous compulsory surrender of thelr
producte, and the intellesctual olaga lived in & mental de-
preseion, in poverty and without the vrivilege of the basie
human Irosdoms.

C. /s to the attituvde of the olasses to each other, resnon-
dent gave the following informatlon: "Soms of the intsllectual
olszs blamed the workinpg class for the Communiam, e&speolally
in the bveplmming, and the Commmnist regime took good care to
inoite theeeo two clssses againat X esch other. During the
revolution, however, it was “roven that there is no distincilon
of clegaes in Hungery, md they are only Hunparians. Thils
refers also to the nsasantry, &s, under the Commumist regima,
the former hatred of the upner classes has completsly disap-
peared, snd they have come very near to esach other =- the
peasentry, the intslleotusls, and the workers. The resaon

for thie change I sinceroly believe was due to the hardships
all the three classes had to put up with, and aleo bacause

the Communist replime trisd X so hard to inoite the clesscs
against each other."

D. ™Claes origin was the most immortant factor in getting
ahead for an 'ndividusl in Hungary, esnsclally In the younger
age groups. Among the mzmm older ones, 1t was the volltical
views and then the origin. Talent, of course, waa always
lagt: Only In the Tield of exkmex sclence and arts was =X
claes origin unimportant. "
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"oulte until the repgime of Imre Nagy In 1953, theas ra-
. gtrictione were strongly enforcad. From then on, littles by
1i¢tle and very slowly the situatlon beocame somewhat better.

"In Communiat Hungary an individual who ecould completely
disown his claes and his convictiona could get ahsad well,"
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VI, FAFILY LIFE UNDER COMMUNISM

A. "Communiem had & devastating effsot on famlly life in
Hungary, due to the fact that not only the husband but also
the wife had to work. The family tles were deteriorating.
Also, 1t was the government's policy that everybody should
spend much time away fromthe family and away from the family
girole. Due to the extremely bad economic conditions, avery=-
body was of couree harrassed and nervous in the eveaing when
returning home. All thle brought about & terrific Increase
iIn the divorce rate. I would 1lke to mention that our case
la quite excevtional. First of all, our marriage was really
and truly a love match, and 1 was separated fronm husband

alfter two weeks of marrisge only when he was imwrisoned.
Furthermore, both of our {amilles are ﬂlﬂpl{ redigious. But
I cenXkk tell you that it was extremely diffioult to keen up
our smirits and to keen the famlly together. At times I was
obliged to work also and I had to put my children in day
selivols. I think that the ohanges refer to all soclal oclassss
in Hungary."

Ba "4s to the chenges in the way children ars brought up,

I would say that already at guite a gnungia in the nrseries
they startsd the indoctrination of the chil s Bnd thui had
the nlcture of Uncle Rakoei on the wall and they were told
what a nice and good uncle he mm 1s. The children were taught
to aing Hussisn songs with Hungarian text. Furthermore, polliticsl
songe. They were read Russian folklore, in translation, of
pourss. Also, they had to attend all kinds of demonstratione
on the sc-~called national holidays. They were even taught

how to draw the heted Red Star. At school the older children
were Saught from ths Russisn textbooks, that 1s, ip Hungarian
tranplation. They furthermors tried to eram a tersific emount
of mterial into the heads of those childrem. WMy children,

for instence, had to spend sometimes four hours a day with
homework. Of couree, weXg religious instruetion waz abolished.
The headmaster of the school, for Instesnce, told us that he

is obliged to ravort to the -arents' office if the parent
desires thet the childrenm should attend religiouns Instruotion.
The nerson the 5 regime allowed to teach religlon, on the other
hand, was already someone who had some Gummunfut syomathy, so
we found out that this was no good either, and therefore we
taught our ohlldren at home and made them attend Sunday aohool.
The usual practice waa for neso-les to snrall their children

for Sunday school and religious teaching in s different dla-
trict from the one in whioh they lived, so as to elude control.
The ohilldren wers extremely game. They knew perfectly well
that this was a subject they shouldn't talk about.

"The adolescents who had to belong to the so~called
Plonesr Yovement xk wers taught very loose morals. FIres
love was pralsed and encouraged. For instance, I heard from
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instance, 1l yesr 0ld boys and girls sleot togather and wnere
. living together sexnally under the sumervision of the head-
master thers. Also I heard of several cases in the colleges
cf Budanest where seversl girls wers strongly criticlized for
their old-fashioned behavior, and had to undregss, for instance,
in front of the malee atudents, so as Lo got uged to the mo=-

Iriends that at the summer camn of the Ploneser Yovemant, for |

dern asolrit.
"I balleve that at a tender age 1t might haosnen that
’ ohlldren are disobedient in volitieal nroblems, or religion.

But I do not belisve that later on when a child's mind devalone
that great disobedlence is possible. In general, the family
and the femlly baskground always won. As all our acguaintances
are what I would eall still old-fashioned, I really cannot

tell an ng about chanpges or reasons why thay would have |
cocurred. Nevartheless, I bellieve that ths changes have |
affected all social classes. V¥hether or not the confilct
with ovarental values occurs, in my oninion, denends entirely |
on the fanily and the varents. WNoatly it affected, I belileve, |
the chlld beceuse he somshow develoned s solit nerasonality.

On the other hand, the head of the family had his or her

nroblems slso, bsgause after all, peoble like ourselves had

to Usach our ohildren to 1ie when at school.”

0. "By oreaching fres love the Communist regime discredited
everyihing that had hitherto been hsld holy, and thersfors 1t
d1d affect the moral 1ifs 1in flungary tc a certaln extent.
However, as previocusly sald, svarything denends on the moral
atandard of the family. If the family tiles were stron
encugh end the family Influence also, then it wes not Empon:lhln
to leeep up the same moral standerds. The number of children

. born out of wedlook sertainly inereassd terrifically, but
they were taken care of by the government. REirth control was
strlctly nrohibited, esvsoially in the beginning,up to the

. fifties, 2¢ that I heard of cesez in which women over fifty
had to give birth to children. Later on, however, abortion
wag vermitted and they went over to the ather extrems. Thias
may be dus to ths fast thHat there were not snough schoola and
nurserlies. Woral standarda, of course, always change during
& warg, and they 4id also during the wapr in Hungary. leverthe-
losg, 1t was under Communism that the moral standards were
degraded and young neonle were taught loose morals, carefully
schemed by the Communist recime.

“Proatitution was orohibited under the Communist regime.
Neverthalees, 1t was flourishing. The attitude of the govern-
ment regarding zexuel matters haa undergons a change. Ag I
sald, in the baginning the old-rashioned ethies were discarded,
but lster on in 1953 and 195, they tried to enfovce a vaiy
strict moral steandard on Party members.”



D. "Friendshin has certainly been affected by Communism.
This I oan say from my own asmerlence, because I never ocould
trust angmnra anybody she hecame a Party member, whethar it
was & relative or a friend. FEverybody wae very careful about
gtriking uo friendshlps. It waa usually the Communist who
broke up A friendehis. On the othsr hand, I must say that

we were very careful about our Irisnds, and ao we no dis-
anpointment in that repard.”

Es "I do not think that the number of major crimes Inorsased
under the Communist regime. However, the petiy crimes certainly
did. Tor instance, skwelingxwes thieving greatly lncreased,
and this was due to the extremely low living standard. Howe
ever, the newenavere and the official vress never referred

to this fact becauss thay wanted to create the Imoression that
Communism is imoroving morals. The ermhasis was out on the
politioal orimes meinly, so the nolice did not concarn them-
gelvas much with major crimes or vetty crimes. I do not kpow
whether or not the erime rate for women has gons up, and I

do not think 1t has gone up very much for the young veople,
because the Communiszt regime nut a great stress on spnorts, and
to my mind this kept the {nnhg neonle oretty busy. I do not
think that the regular police were very effective in desaling
with the non-nolitiocal crimes, becauss the old nolice exvnerts
were fired and those who showed any talent wers immediately
taken over by the noliticael volice. I also do mot know about
the pate of 2looholisim, which 1z sunnosed to have increassed

in Hungary durling the last ten years. The pricesz of aicoholle
bevePapes were axtramely high, so I 8on't ¥now that oveonls
could arford thsm very much, On the other hand, I have heard
in letters from home that alcoholism has tremendously increased

ginge January 'S57 in Hungary.

"I did not hear very much about juvenile delincueney baock
in Hungary, but not to the extent that it existe here in the
Je8y I know they had some zexfexmxxskx reformstory schools,
but on the whole I know very littls on that matter. On the
other hand, I bhava heard of the terriflc inoreaese of mesntally
retarded children, snd 4ll the homes caring for theae children
were Joked to full ocevacity. Hooliganiem in Hungary wes usually
called "the Amsrican sickness" and I think it was quits hamm-
less, as these young vneoole just dressed exapggeratedly, and
wore flashy coats or trousera. I also cannot tell whather
this hooliganism was nracticed by all social claasses or by
a speclal ons only. I also helleve that due to the very low
1lving standard end the extremely bad working conditions,
oarents &8 a rule forced thelir ch!ldren to astart work esrly
ao a2 to supnlement the family incoms."




Vil. RELIGIOR

"Communist rule in Hunpgary had a selective affect om
religion, because thoze who were only sort of lukswarm to-
ward rellglon completely drooned out, On the other hand,
those who were deeply religious became even more strongly
80. Unfortunately, howsver, thes majority of the young
neople did not partioinate anymore in religious life to the
sams extent as before the Commumist regime. On the other
hand, there wers quite a number of those who out of sheer
oppogition nartleinnted in nublie demcnstrations of the
church, such as orocession, etc. on great church holideys.
But I don't thin't these neople can be considared really re-
liglous neopis.

"I think that all religions have been hit equally by
Communism, that the Catholic rellgion has omly recelved move
publieity than the Protestant ones, amd because Romes after
all 1s a very strong force behind the Catholic church. Due
to the fset that thse Protestant church was less atrong it
vas more eaeily affected. The number of priests of the Roman
Catholle and the Protestant church mEExsdmnkxilmxesms who were
nergecuted for thelr religion was the same. I have also heard
of a great number of Zioniste who put into orison.”

B. "Religion plays & very immortant nart in my life., In
Tact, my whole 1life plvote around it, and it 1s more imnortant
for me then 1t hae been for my narents. I grew up in & very
religious atmosvhere. I glso considerm myself much more re-
ligilous than the averags perason in Huyngary. I could not

lead as sctlive a religloue 1ife in Hungary as I wanted to,
because I had to be very careful on account of ny husband.

But here in the U.S. I want to take a very active nart in
religious life, and in fact I have alraady begun to do so."

G. "The function of the chursh or churches 1s to take cars
of the souls of veonle, and should be comdletely indenendent
of any influence of the state. On the otherx hand, I think
that the cburches should play a very important role in educa-
tion. I am thinking now of the clerical gsohools, such as

the Piorist Fathers, the Dominican fathers, as well as sshoola
run by nunss I also think that churches should set a2 moral
code regarding standerds of movies ﬁlagu and bookes. This
censorship, €0 to eneak, however should not be exerolged by
terroristic methods, and I believe the church should mainly
restriot the sotivities in this field to teaching the young
neonls the difference between right end wrong.

"On the other hend, I most emphatleally disaonrove of
any church tsking an sctive role in politics in sn indenendent

Fungary."”
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D, "L do not know anything about to what an extent the
Jewlsh religion has been hurt by Communism. I can only say
that my husband was Iiwmorisoned together with saveral Jews
also. I also think that the great number of Jews that were
membere of the Communlst Party were Jewa by origin but not

by relligion, becmsuse they wers not rellgious at all, On ths
other hand, T know that the reslly relligloue Jews hated Com=-
munism jJust es muoh as anybody else. And bealdea, Communism
was also directed egalnet the riech Jews. The attitude of the
Jewa did undergo nh$E§'. toward Communism during the last ten
yeare, beaouse in 1 E great majority of the Jews came back
from the Germen concentration axgi campa filled with vengeance,
and I'm sure that they would heve willingly served any regime,
Communist or otherwise, which was libereting them. 4s to my
they have jolned the Party, I alsc bslieve that ths Jews are
aftor all very good businesemsn, and they thought thet join-
ing the Party would result in material gain for them."

"As far 83 I lmow, the Jews »articinated in the dsmonstra-
tions and in the flpghting like everybody else, and esnecially
the Jewlsh young peonle too.

"I really cannot say whether or not there is any reason
for the Jews to be xfwiz efraid of mn indevendent Hungary, be-
cause though under the Communlst regime you could feel some
anti-Semitic undercurrents, for instance, In my offices The
lsaders of the Jswish church, the rabbis, wholeheartedly dis-
pporoved of Jews varticlivating In the Communist Party activitdes.
And also during the revolution I must streass that thers was
no trase of of anti-Semitism whatsoever. Therefore I balleve
that the Jewlsh veonle have nothing to fear in en indsvendent
Hungary, becnuse I belleve that nation is much mors mature
than that. The exdesses commltied against the AVH men umder
the revolution were not dus to the fact that they were Jews,
but due to the fact that they were AVH peonle.”
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Viil. THE HUNGARIAN YODTH

A. “hen we say the Hungsrian youth we msan young neonle
from twelve ysars of age un until thirty.
B. "I certalnly agree with the wview that the H lan

uth has vlayed the leading role in the Hunger revolutlion.
he asix months before the revolution they took pvart in the

Patofl Kor activitiea, and then, later on, 'in the demonstra=
tions and the Tlighting. As to the reasons why it was the
youth and not the old peowle who took the lead, I belleve it
is bagause the young neonle alweys heve more energy sad more
elen, and thsy ere always more dlssatisfied end less fearful
of conesquences.

"In my famlly I have seen that the older neonle supvorted
the revolutlon, and they were with the young veonle more than
evor. fa to ourselves, we young peonle couldn't think but
with resvect of the older neonle. Alpo, begause we felt that
they were with us. I have meen many old workers who heslned
to sonstruct the barricades, together with the young »eonle."

Ce X On the educational syatem in Hungary during the last
ten years respondent sald the following: "Edueation 1n Hune-
E&Ty bas greatly suffered under the Communist regime, and
this I belisve is due to the fset that the good schools and
mainly the olerical schoola have been talten over by the stete
or diseclved. The cuallty of the teaching was extremely good
as alwaya, but the students unruugrt&ut not according to thele
abllitles or to their efforts, but entirely on ths grounds of
olage origin. 1o matter how well a child studled, and was
really eligible for the oo gradse, Af he wae a olass alien
he wae always oporessed and graded down. This, of course,
affocted the ohlld's ambitions greatly. The situvation was

at its worat betwesn 19,9 and 1953, After 1953, under the
new course, it got much m better. Nevertheless, as children
who recelived good grades due to their clasz origin, and were
not talsnted and did not lesrn well, could attend and were
allowed to attend the wmiversity, thle had of course a dise
astrous effect on the sducational standerd in the universities.
Also, I have talked with some of ths orofessors, who seid
that they had to dsliver their lectures on a high school lsvel
or even lower, inatead of the university leval, beecsuse the
atandard was so low, The vocational ohoiece waz reestricted

to a very graat extent; it was nearly impossibls for & clasa
alien to becoms a dootor for instance, and on the osther hand
Rusalan languege, for instance, whiech nobody wanted to study,
was the only subject to whioh the so-called class aliens had
acoass. Due to thelr ounalifications tha 6ld nrofessore were
usually retained. ilevertheless, most of them were fsarful

of losing their jobs, so they triad to gomnly with the wishes
of the regime. ‘'fost subjects, of course, were teueht in &
very alanted manner. The Communist reglme even trisd to



slant the physics and mathematies, for Instence. I recall
Profegasor Santha, who dared to oritieiszs the norm theory,
and dared to say that the enforcement of the norms was

ruin the human body. He waa immediately transferred to
a wrovinclal unlversity. The nolitlcal positions of s
miveralty vere awey always filled with Party members of
course. For Instance, I know that the Party Seoretary of
the University at Debrecen was the former cleaning woman of
the University. Polltlcally the situation was at its worst
here at the University of Debrecen. I do not bellsve that
meny of the teachers in the high schools or the miversitles
were really convinced Communista. They continued to teach
because they had to llive and they wanted to hold thair Jobs.
Ay the universitlies however, due to the fact that they were
irreplaceable in their own fields, some of the -rofessors
wers more courageous,. They could afford to be so. 4he
younger generatlon of teachers and vrofessors, mf XxEwam,
which wasm eduoated by the Communist repime and among whom
¥ou oduld find gulte a few who sinceroly believed in Com=
munism, wes extremsly low. The lecturers on Communist
{deoclogy, for instance, were really terrible.”

B, "The Communiets indeed did devote a great deal of time,
effort and momey to the indoctrination of the younger genera-
tlon by glving them scholarships and trylng to encourage
chlldren of the worker and n»easant olasa to study. They had
their colleges where they got free board and education, and
they could also pocket money. Also, the materisl ths jyo
neople had to study was very preat. For Instance, they

to read 600 to 800 nages a week on the Communist ideology,
and they had to rewort on what they read. Sometimes it so
happensd that you had to snend more time on learning the
Communlet Ldeology and doctrine® than on your chosen subjsot.

"I believe that the fallure to Indoctrinate ths Hungarian
youth can be attriobuted to the nart family lifs played in the
youths' 1ife. The famlly life, even 28 it was inder the Com-
nist regimes, counterbdlanced the Communist indooctrination of
ths young oeonle. Yurthermors, the young people could gee
fnrtthamealvau the dlfference between the dooctrinesf and the
facts.

"In the very beginning, there were certainly sporadic
changes when the ohildren did accept Communist views. After
all, it wae something new and vromlised them more liberty,
and young veople are always eager to &coent something that
is wmusunl. But later on the number of these who amccepted
Communiem decrensed steadily.”
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IX. MAJORE DISSATISFACTIONS AS FilT IN EVeRYDAY LIFE

Ao "The main dissatisfactions in Commanist Hungery, as
ghown up in the everyday 1ife, ware firat of all the awful
housing shortage, and second the terribly low llving stan-
dard in every fisld."

B.a "As a housewifes the most annoying thing under the Com-

munigt regime to me was the fact that, for instance, I never
) could vlan shead what I would ocook for the whole week, bos
cause you never ware sure what you were able to get at the
markets. The second most Xk annoying thing was the trans- |
portation. It was very dAifficult to get from onme part of |
town toc another onej the busses were awfully emawsdzy orowded, |
and 20 were all the strset cars.”




X. THE ECONOMIC LIFE

A "Our family snd ell my friende could get along xmxy only
with great d4ifflculty under the Commmist regime. The food
situation, for inatances, was really apoalling. My children
could for months and months never eat a hmimd bolled egg or
¢oldeuts for instence. If I was able to coock meat twlos a2
week, that wes somsthing gulte out of the ordinery, and usually
it ruined my whole wesk's budget, It was a tragedy of one

of the children ruined his shoes, for Instance. OClothing was
also & great oroblem, and you had either to svend your money
on food or on e¢lothing; you couldn't do both at the seame time.
The housing mhortage was very acute, and, for instancs, you
had to nay 6000 forinte so as saxhmwmxa¥isix only to have
allotéd an avartment of one room and a kitchan. lie tried
this very hard in the Budapest suburb, and this wonid have
been an apartment without gas and electrielty, but even eo

the houeling aunthorities did not allot it to ouk family be-
¢ause they found us politically unreliable and also ny
hugbend was & formery orilsoner, so he hed & oriminal record.
llevartheless, eanybody who had some connections with the Party
or hed e good record with ths Party could get an anartment
gllotted qulte easily. Just to 1llustrats the sltuation, I
would like to mention that = eleven of us lived in three
gmall rcoms. Fivs of them wers children. le had to uss the
kltehen, all of us, as well as share the bathroom. The great-
est luxury we conesidered while in Hungary was to be able to
trnvgl. and the greatest difficulty was caused by ths food
nroblem.

"My femily's standard of living was nopmal end good 1in
the yeare of 1945 and'y6. From '47 to '9 at the time my
husband was imorisoned, it was In the greatest and direst
need. In 1950, st the time my husband worked as a navvy, he
earned culte a good salery, and this was the case also in
1951, but by 1951 and 1952 the norms were tkghtened to such
an extent that what he earned was not enough for us, and so
I was obliged to work myself. £ So in the last years, for
instance, we had meat only once a wesk."

Regpondent remembered that, for lnatanca, the vhysielans,
the general oraotitioners in the nrovinces kxd earned the
most money comuaretively, amd they could live at a higher 1iv-
ing standard, and were better off altogether than many others,
They wers allowsd to have a wrivate nractlice besides working
for the Soclal lelfare snd State “edical hosvitals. Furthere
more, she recalled that several technlcal enginesrs who were
exnert in eertain flslds and who were willing to serve the
rogime slsc had very good Incomes. And finally, artists such
ag singers and muaiciang and the neonle who were nrominent
in different fields of svorts also sarmed good salariss.

RHogpondent wag of the view that the low Hungarlan standard
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of living during the last elght ysars was entirely dus %o |
the exvloltation of Hungary h{ the Soviet, and also that,

. for inatance, the relation between forint and ruble was
arbitrarily fixed by the Rusesiens to the effisot that the
Hungarians had to oay through the nose for everything they
got from Russie.X

B. Respondent's income in 1956 was 950 férints per month,
and ahs recelved on hand 900 forintas. At the beginning ten
vercent of fhe inoome had to be subscribed for the so-called
< veace loans. Later on this was decressed toxSf five mercent.
Her husband, when working undsr the norms, earned 1200 to
1800 forints, but thla ueually mesnt overtime also. In gener-
% al, the average was 1100 tol700. And oven the pooled incomes
of both were not snough to Insure them & norme)l stendard of
living. Respondent dld not recelve any premium or other extra
28y« She digolosed that this aiws xerumixx omky wes reserved
only for thogse who had a good record with the Party, and
aince the distribution of those nremiums devended entirely
on the Party Secretery end the nrosgident of the trade union |
and the manager of the nlant or office who were all three
Party members, 1t waz evident that & nerson like her, who had |
a8 so=-oalled bad nast, never got anything. They were even
quite frank about 1t and told her that she mmm could nsver
exmect to recelve anything. Since her husband worked under
the fixed norm system, he dldn't recelve any nremiums either.

C. Regarding the high srices in Hingary before the revolution,
resvondent discloses that, concerning food for instancs, the
prices 1n the state stores were slightly lower, but the qualiby
was always better at the 7 market. Concerning e¢lothing,
the state stores sold them at lower oricea bsoause the orivate

- enterorises, 1f thoy were alluwed to work at all, had to onay

bigh texes and also doublé the orice for material they

bought, The quality at the state stores was, of courss, very

. low, and bsocause everything that was manufsctursd of good
quallty was exported {rom Hungary. The so~eallsd commlesion
stores sold only used clothes and other commodlities, and the
orloes were very varied. Thepdpers of courses changes in the
orloes that came about as seasonal changes, regard food,
Tor Instance.

Howsver, "Ex after the Twentieth Perty Congrese, the
situation lworoved according to resspondent, and when Stalin-
ism was regarded as a thing of ths past In the Soviet Uniom,
thia also had an effect on the economic policy. And of courgs,
like everything, this affected the economy of Hungary also.

"The retall distribution in Hungary was at lts worst be-
cause even 1f thore wera adeciate sumnliea of everything, the
shons sometimea did not get them in time. The organization
was Just awful and nroduction badly nlanned. Also, they even
used the distribution of goods for nolitlical nurnoses. For

. instance, before May 1, or August 20, or other Russlan natlonal
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holldays,xfm the shons were suonlied with goods which we badn't
sesan for monthe. TFor inetence, you could buy rice, and there
wes & better suonly of eggs, etc.”

"It waes gulte 2 hooneless thing to get fairly standard
spare parts, and due to the diorganized diastribution and bad
menagement, there was a great desl of food sodllags. There
wes alsoc a great spollage of canned goods, for instancea,
Nevertheless, thess were then dlstributed to the orisons and
given to the political orisoners. Also, the inadequate stor-
age caused & great deal of damage in the exvmort Trult and
vegatable shivments.

MELanecially short in punply were egos, meat, lard and
fatas. The yearskeimmrxiikl betwean 19,9 and 1952 were worat
in this regard. Neverthelese, if you had the money than more
or less you c¢ould always nurchase everythlng. For inatanoce,
my ohildren have never seen chocolate, oranges, or any other
frult from tronleal climstes.

"Regepding the Black Market, I eertainly know that this
flourished, eavecially in the years 1949 and 1950. But I
cannot tall very much about the whole situation. Later on,
the prlcepn of Black Market goods, as I waa told, comparsd
with other mesrchandise, was about doubled. The undercounter
sale was renerally nmacticed, esvecially Iin the state atores.
For instance, black pepuer and rice, %m and lemons, whioh
were very goarce, were usually sold to friends or asqualntancea
of the sales nersonnel. I have rsad seversl articlss In the
nowanapers referring to the Elack Mariket situstion, and I
knew that there waz a penslty for 1%, but I do not imow the
¥ind of nenalties that were glven for Black Marketeering.”

D. "I was secretary to the Chlef Inginser of ths construction
company where I worked. Ve started work at 8:00 but we had

to be in the offlce ten minutes beforae B8:00, and ® 1f we wers
late, aven at the ten before B8:00 tims, thls was deducted from
ol pay, and if anybody wes late three times, then he wes
dismlssed. I was only kent because I waa an extremely good
workar. I took part in a&ll national shorthand and tyoling
sontests in which { won several orizes for the company, 80
this was the reason that in ppite of being called"politioally
uncreldable™ I never was dismlssed. It took me about twenty

to forty minubtes, depmdding on transportation dlifficulties,

to get to work. Wea were sunposed to work til L4330 ﬂnli but
anybody whe left before 5:00 was reorimanded. We had to

punch out cards like everybody else in Hungary, and we re-
colved ouwr lunches at the Mess of the enterprise. However,

it toolt us ten minutes to get there and another ten to come
back, sand our lunch break was only 30 minutes. Sc¢o if we had
to wait to be gerved, etec., we really had hardly & couples Of
mlnutes to gulp down our food.
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"I held that juha:g my own cholce. I heard of a va-
canoy abt thise office I filled out an a7pllication, but I
omitted the pollitical past of my husband. I was accented and
only after six months did they {ind out that we were both
uulitiualli unreliable, but by that time they saw that I wae
an extremesly pood worker so they kept me. But they informed
mé that I was a person who had to be avolded llke the olagus.
Hi rolations with my co-workers were extremely genial, and we
1iked each other very much. I never took vart in any offlelal
meetings, otoc., because I gave as a reason that I hed two
¢hildren and I had to look after them. I alweys trled not
to makre enemles anywhere. On the Party line, of ocourss, as
they imew who I waa, they were n»retty atlff with me. My
immediate suverior, the Denuty Chief Engineer, was & wmomber
of the Communist Party. In fact, he sven held a job in the
lesadershin. He was an extremely pgood engineer and the right
man in the right plage. He just wented to keev his Job and
g0 he sarved regime., But he was not a convinced Commune
iati he wae Just an opvortunist. He was extrensly nice to
me always, and I can only be grateful to him that he always
atood un for G@he neopnles In his offlce. He even made a noint
of it that when he waes informed of my nolitical oast he was
even more dacent and nlce to me. The Chief Englineer was also
an extremely pood man who was an axoert In his fleld, ard
despite the faot that he thoroughly desnised the regime, they
kept him on because they needed him. He even was susoended
for some iime for the above~mentlonsd rsason. The Manager
of the office vies a former navvy who didn't even talk to ths
Chilef Eingineer, and ha was thoroughly hated by evervhody in
the offloe, but mlso feared. He wes a rude, beastial and dige
gusting nerson. The Party Secretary wes & former worker, an
uneultured, stunid and ldlotic man. In 1956 We chose another
one among us, and he waa rather oassive and therefore nulte
1iked by everybody. BHe wes the one who let ten of »ur offlce
workers go and nartiecinate in the demonstration, and during
the revolution he behaved very decently.

"Sinece our Conatruction Comnany mainly dealt with the
construotion of balow=surface edificies, such eas mines, for
instance, then bridges, air rald shelters, ete., the Chief
Englneers and other nersunnel had to be exnerts in their joba,
and this refers to the so-called construetion section of the
office. The other neople who did eclsrical work on the other
hand wsrs only veonle who had a good record with the Communist
Eﬁgﬁy and thoroughly lnexperlenced and incompeatent in their
work.

"I was gquite satlsfied in my job snd haony that I wes
allowed to work. I liked and was interested in my work slso.
¥y immediste suneriors did oralse my work, asnd they wers sat-
iafled with me.”
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Regerding the Hungarian Vacation, ilealth and Comnensa-
tlon Programs, resvondent could tell that the Vacation Program
in Hunpary wae a very well mmgzxixss planned and extromely
good nrogram; also well organized. If you were chosen by
your office or nlant then you were allowed to snend your vacas-
tion at & minimum orice at a besutiful sva, and get vary good
boerd end food. DBut of course, this devendad entirely on
the trade union, and & 1ot of oulling of strings. In the be-
ginning when I worked in thet coffice, they knew I had two
children who were sick during the whole winter, and so they
were sorry for me. Since at that tlme they did not yet know
gbout my husband I wes given such & vacatlion hollday. Later
on, after they found out about my husband, I never did it
agein. It was nsuslly the workers whe recelved those veoa-
tion honuees, but even among the workers there was a greab
deal of string »ulling going on. The sick Infuranceé nrogram
also wes well orpenized,smdxmhsm but on the other hand the
doekors wers ascarcs «nd had to work overtims, and of course
they d1d not alusys allot a sneclalized doctor to a sneclal
t1eld. It waa very diffleult to get a doctor to declare ymu
unf'it for work; they were told to kesp the number of such
cages at a minimum. The reason for this was that under the
glok 1nsurence vrogram you received 759 of your pay as long
s vou were sick. The dootors therefors were kept under
strlet control. Neverthelesa, it always depended on the good
will of the dootor whether or not you were able to recelve
treatmont in & heanital. The pensions, on the other hand,
were extremely low and wery few people received them. In our
of fies {or inotance we had an old engineer. He was 75 years
old. Hs kept on working becsuse he imew the vwension he would
got #wauld not be snough to keep him going."”

E. "1 gertainly would have nreferred always to live in
the oity while in Hungary, and the roason for thls is that
in a big town or city you have s higher standard of living,
you have more ovmortunity to attend the theatre and moviea,
md on the whole cultural 1ife 1s elways at a higher level.
Tn my oplnion, the agricultural worksrs had a much better
diet in Communist Hyngary than the clty workers, and also
in a way the »sasents had a better standard of living re-
garding focd and slothing. Politically, also, they had &
much easler time in the country.

"Then collactivization was first introduced In Hungary,
my husband and I were sure that 1t would not work. After all,
my husband was an exmert in this fleld. He was the manager
of the Hungarian "eesants’ Union, and also he came from 2
peasant background. The way the Communist regime implemented
pollectivization was complstiely = nrngﬁ, because a cooveratlve
1ike the tyme in Denmark is & very good and well working
organizat ion, but the Communist method 1s very bad. Colleotiviaa-
tion wae objocted %o even by the noorest naasants. The rich
peasant was not dven admitted to a collective farm because

ma they just took away sll his land and he 001ld do whatever he
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might. Some of the oollsctives were dissolved under the re-
gime of “rime Minister Imre Nagy and et that time I heard of
many collsctives that were voluntarily dissolved beomuss the
neasants Jjuat didn't eporove of them. Also, financially

they were & failure. Of courss there were quite a few of the
collective farme that wsre used for nrovaganda ournoses in
order to ahow visiting foreigners how wonderfully thay worked,
Thees then got state ldans to finsnce them when in trouble.

"Aa an agricultursl worker in Communiet Hungary, 1 I
bad to choose I would orefer to work on a private farm, and
thls because even if the condlitions wers very bad there, at
lzgnt you were fres and could farm your lend they way you
chone .

"In an indevendent Bungary I would like to sse an individ-
uel and free farming system. Mayhe the cocoperatives on the
Danish examnle could be 1ntroduced, but even these should bea
completely free and not under the su-ervision of the state.

AR The onss that would work in an indenendent H Ere
an extensive fruit snd vegetabls spriculture. This, WeveDER,
1s not the invention of the ¢ at regims, becauase in the

'L0s alresdy Humgary began to put an emmhasis on thess two
branches of egricultural nroduction.”
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XI. THE POLITICAL LIFE

A+, TMEver eince I pot engaged to my husband in 1946, I was
vary much interegted in volitica. However, I was never the
member of any volitical verty end I took w»art in volltical
1ife only through my huaband, Iy qmg::-hiu were, of course,
for the Zmallholders Party, where my band held an important
pogltion. This Party wes the one that satisfled mostiy my
idesls -~ that 18, & civic demoorascy.”

"y feelings about the Communiet Party before 1945 =wwm
wore the seame ag now. I dsspise them snd I thoroughly dias-
asnrove of the Communist Party, because they are trylng to
enforoe & doctrine which 1e immoral and whileh 1s cormletely
contrary to my principles.”

B. ™I certeinly believe that there are different tgnaa of
Communist Party members. In 1945, for instance, moat of the
Arrow Croes Party members wers afrald that they would be
held resvonaibls for their poliitical nast, and entered the
Communist Party out of sgheer onportunism. Later on, another
clasg slac joined the Communiat Party. These were experts
in certain fields who held jobs maaxwexikm® snd who wanted

to keep thelr jobs, so they Joined the Party umder duress.

I mysell never had sny contact with Communiat Party memberas.
However, & few of tho emoloyess in our offloe Jolned the
Partys but I cennot put them higher than at 5 nercent,

"The Communist Party in Hungary always underwent dif-
farent changes. [t devended on what they wers taught to
oroach. Thm One of ths most blatant met io (and I am
referring to the disowning of Stalinlsm, stc.) that mm they
preach one thing today and awear to the contrary the very
next day, alwaye glving some rowndabout and very stunld ex-
plsnation. They aslwaye use the terror method, and want veonle
to 1ive in constant fesr. They use one prominent Communiat
Party member against the other, and slso I believe thers ars
many factional fights within the "arty. I am thinking now
of Rajk in 1946.

"In the very beginning, I believe the Party morale was
high, but after the Rajk case 1 think many neovle revised
thelr vliew. Nevertheless, tha; could not leave the Party
anymore. After the Twentiesth Party Congress, and In the splrit
of self-coriticiam and s0 on, they admitted that at the time
of the Rajk procesas 537 peonle wera sxecuted. However, thay
only admitted to 18 sxeoutions at that time. Otherwlee, I
really cannot say anything about the Party morsle, as I trisd
not to have any conmnsotlions with the Party.

"In my oninion the too leaders of the Party elm only
to work in Moscow's interest and regarding their own personal
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eima, this 1s to my mind only megalomania. I do not belleve
that any of the Communliat leanders is a Communiat by conviction.
There arve of ecourse a grest many oprortunlstsz among them, but
on the whole the ton Communist leaders in Hungary are dsvilieh,
cruel and extremely 1ll-intentionad neople. They have no
moral standing whatsoever. I believe also that the aotiveas

¢f the rank &nd file members snd those of the leadesrshio Aif-
fer greastly. First of all, there are many membars of the rank
end file who became Communist Party members only under duress,
but now they are Juat scared to leave the Party.

"As I do not know the feseling of vengeance and hatred,
the preatest punishment I wonld dole out to the to» Hongarian
Communiste if snd when Hungary is independent would be to put
them in prison and let them think sbout their deeds 1n solitary
conf inemont."

C. "I do not know of eny resistance under the Communist
government before the revolution excepit & passive resistance,
moatly by the pemsantry, becsuse there was very little op~
vortunlty to do anything In the plants and factories, for
instance, Nevertheless, neonle trled to slow dowm work when-
ever they could; I heard of this. These acts of ommosition
ware effective In the szense that there was a great nercentmge
of seconds to bs found 1n all commodities. For the above-
mentioned reasson, I do not know whether or not the oovnosition
behavior gccurred more often during some neriods than others.

"Wy husband and I both heard of the activities of the
intelleotunls befores the October revolution. Already in
March 1956 Feter Veres talked to my husband and told him that
he was sure some changes would occur very soon. Also, we
reallzed by then thet the newsnapers were writing more ovenly
and freely criticisfing ths regime. Wa also wers called as
guests, sspeclally my husbend, at the beglmning of 1956, to
attond the meetings of the Petofi Circle. My husband, however,
did not attend those meetings, becavse he kneéw thet he was
bound to meet people there who were Party members and this
he wanted to avoid by ell means. However, the intellectual
ferment was widely known by everybody because we could resad
between the lines in the newspapers. After the Twentisth
Party Congress the writers quickly saw that now was the op-
portunity to exIress thomselves more freely after ten years
of opnregsion. Ontil that time, the Hungarien writers wrote
only for their deask drawers and did not nublish what they m
wére thinking. I am thinkinﬁ now esneclally of Juliue Iglxaﬂ.
who urote $the nooem entitled "The Tyrant" in 1950, and 1t waa
vubllahed only durlng the rovolution. The leaders of the
Intellectuale wers to my mind certainly the svearhead of the
ravolutlon, The intellectusls In general are oractlcal and
a very veluable class werx se. Of course, 88 everywhers else,
you might Iind some drsamers among them, but I belisve on the



% Rop Xi/38 31

whola that the intellectusl eclass 1s a very valuabls oart of
the Humgarian nation. The revolutlion mnroved that 2£ the
very moment there wss an ovonortunlty the intellsctuals triad
to throw off tha yoke. These Intelleotuals, mﬂnz of whom in
the beglimning were taken over by the Communist idesl, found
ont that Communism as 1t Is internretad by Mosoow is not an

fdeal and not to be followed. Thay grow out of this slclimess
and wanted to be frees in their own way.”
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XIl. THL APPARATUS OF POWER

"The AVH in Hungary consiasts of neovle who have been
dévested of mx every human feeling, every human dunanug;
They are sadlets and they caen be bought by money. lie had
quite zome nersonal axverience with the AVH. For imsxkmex
Instence, I was arresated and taken prisoner by them, and
aleso my husband, who served several years in =rison.

"The AVH ueed a letber a friemd of owrs wrote from
Austria and added a poatecript to it and on the strength of
this forged letter I was asrrested by the AVH. Firet they
took me to Dabrecen and then later on I wee awitohad to
Budapest In a Red Cross ambulance car. This waes the usual
method of the AVH, to trensfer prisonere from one nlace to
another. I was taken first to thes milit politliesl orison
at the Hadlk barracks on the Bartok Bela Street. I was there
for three days without belng cuestioned. On the third day
they told me to go out and have a shower, and 1 was assisted
by the guards who stood around while T was talking the showmhr.
They vere always trying to invent very humiliating things in
order to break our snirit. For instance, we alszo were not
allowed to look up, and when we rassed = nauli.hrnught in
orleoner and I just tried to look up at him, waa beaten
geverely on my head. Also iIn the nrison cell we had an AVH
woman locked in with us who of course was nlanted thare to
find out what we were tallkting about. This woman was being
taken up for Interropation several times a day. We were not
allowed to eleen, for instance, and were alwaye awakenad for
81lly purposes several tises during the night. Later on I
was taken to the 11l feamsd Andrassy St. 60 AVH ocuarters.

I wes hers for three dsys. The first day I had to atand
facing the wall for the whole day. Fere we had very bad
food =- an emnty, watery soun and a small plefe of bread the
whole day. It was extremely cold in the unheated ecells with
onen windows. Hers agaln we were avwelensd at least 5 times
o night and always taken for interrogation or to have & show-
er or for some other reasons, After the first day I was ale
lowed to work but even so half the day I had to svend turned
toward the walle At the end of the third day finally, when
in the course of interrogation I told them thet they should
kill me if they wanted to, but I would not talk because I
dldn't know anything sabout what I wae charged with. I was
released but they etrongly advised me never to say & word
about my exnerlences in »risgon, and also they asswrad me that
thle relesse wae only temnorary, because they would call me
in apain maybe for another interrogation. However, when I
left vrison my handbag with all the contents wes returned to
mB, 80 I could go back to my homs. Nksmxzwksxmd VWhen [ re-
turned there I found out that nobody imew at home where I had
been and what had bap»mened to me. My brother went un to Bude-
peat and talked to a man % he knew from the times he was 1in
nrison, and maybe 1t waes this very man who helrmed me to get
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out Booner then I hoped.

ity husband was arrosted in Jenuary '47, snd at that
time he was still a member of the Hungarian Parliament and
theprefore as such he could only be arrested with the ap-
nproval or permission of the "erliament. Therefore he was
kept in errsst only during the day at Andras 8t. 60. In
the evening they always lst him come home, bu accomoanied
by two AVE men who alent in the same room with us with all
the 1lights on. On January 26 tho Hungarian Parliament sus=-
pended husbend's indemmity privileges and he was arrested
by the AVE. He was charged with conspiracy together with
Franoes Nagy, and the main charge wss that haying bean the
chiaef axecutive of the Hun%nriun Pesasent nien he did not
try to control the activitles of ¥Frances Nagy nor to (ind
out what he was doing. He was charged with being an acoessory
after the fant. He rocelved a 3 year sentence wWhlch he gerved,
end Tfor & commlete year he was in solltary confinement and
thers was one AVH guard in hies cell all the tims.

"st the Interropation at the AVHA hsedouarters he was
extremsly badly treated snd he was a&lso beaten up severely.
A1l the undsrwear he sent out to be laundered was full of
blood. The medical officer of the vrison told me he was not
go sure that he would remain allve, and thls was the resson
that the dostor gave an affidavit that the »rlieonser 1s pnfit
for false labor, so he cnly got a niflson sentence. He was
roleassd 1n Deterber 1949 and he returned home."

Respondent d1d not know or hear of sny AVH man who
wanted to leave the AVH Force or who suffered remirse.

"of gourse 1t i true that 1ife in Communist Hungary
conslsted of constant enxlety and fear. This was the method
the AVH adopted from the Communlst methods to keep peonle in
congtant fear. In my case, for Inatance, 1 was even told, as
mentioned befors, that my releasse was only temnorary, and I
never know when they might ask me again.”

"Whenever Bungery is indenspndent I think that all neopls
who wers moembers of the AVE should be out to forced labor and
alsc maybs they co'ld = bs redootrinated, but I doubt thia.

% Regarding the regular volice as oomoared with the AVH,
resnondent was of the view that you camnot commare tl eae two
Fopses., The vegular nolice just did whaet they could or what
they wantad, they were not even trusted by the regime.
The regular police, the general sniritb of 1t, was certainly
affected by Communism and the standard bhas dropped very much.«
Due to this of course they were very incommetent in dealing
with regular orimes.

pecording to my versonal exmerlence, the regular nolloe




wholeheartedly supportsd the reyolution. I kExx talked bo

a noliceman at the Hadio buiiding and he told me that he
would have had a good onnortunlty to kill several AVH men,
but unfortunately he did not have ammunition bsocause the
regime mietrusted them and they were issued very little
ammnunition always. Then, for instance, on Hovembsr 10th,
when I wes gusufing up for food, the nolicemen who kent

order at the queus mmmEx told avnrihndr. so that I could hear,
that in hia eyes Imve Nagy was still the Prime Minister.
During ths fighting I also heard from 4ifferent frisnds that
they Jjoined Lhe young neople in the fighting. In the begin-
ning they only handed them weanons and emmunition; later on
they themsslves took nart in the fighting. Alsoc at the Radlo
bul iéggnthura wers many regular oolicemenk who fought agelnst
the -

B, Regarding the coart and its mctivities resnondent eiuld
ive very Interesting information. She disclossd that, for
stance, & friend of thairs who was an attorney-general had
bean dismisssd because he was unwilling to dole out Jjuatioce
ascording to Communist wishema. For instancs, Minist instructed
of Justica In tlwree different oases, him with
a defendant who hed e pood record with the Communist Party,
should not be sentenced severely, or another so-called olass
@llen should be sentsnced more severely than he really de-
gerved. After thess three oeses in which he refused to obsy
orders, he was dismissed from his job. Aa to how the conrts
worked before 1945, resnondant 2ald that she always heard
from her narents that a Hungarian court waa soms thing which
wag held In peneral reaspsci by averybody and was lkmown to be
complately Imnartial. Thils eould not ba sald about the
peonle's courts In 1945 and 1947. She thought that 1t waa
oultes hopeless. Shamexwrraxxmven a oouvls of the neonle's
jurors vwho were well-intentloned, ths nresident of the neoplalls
gourt had the last word to say. She mentlioned here the name
of neonles's court nrasident X Janko, who was Ix sharged with
the case of ber huaband., This Judge, for 1instance, recelved
his Instructions, and whioch senitemce ha had teo give to the
defondant from the Minlatry of Justices In the case of her
huabend, Tor instance, they had to nostpone the verdict for
a day bscause In the Winistry soms of the Party peonle had
anm argument over which sentencs her hugband should be glven.
According to resnondent, the pveonle's court deanlt only with
political orimes.

Regarding reapondent's sttitude tguard the trssiment of
the alleged war criminals, she sailds I am sure that the war
eriminalas wera treated by the sams methods mentioned 1n my
busband's cesee I 2180 think that many comoletely unjust
sentences were given to the so-called war criminals. I do
not thin® that they were sctually gul'ty. The Hungarian -
Russlan war vas a tragle mistake, and certainly whosver waa
the cause of 1t has sinned againast the Hungaerisn nation, but .
etill in my mind a »olitical eriminsl does not merit executlion.
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D. "The first Russlan invasion of Hungary in 1848 d1d poo

an in the revolution, but the nregudice ageinet the Fusslan
pecunéition troone certeinly did not atem from this event.

This was entirely due to thelir behavior in 1945. This wes

& good encugh reason to be hated by everybody ih Humgary.
Before the Ruseians came to Hungary 1n 'Eh I recall Pater
Veres telling my husband that desnite the fact that the
Russgiane would occuny Hungary they would socom leave the
eountry end H ry would finally be indepnendent and free.

We all wers hnp%ng that ths Pesce Treatles would soon be
signed and thie really would hanven. But after ally we

hesrd about the Russian troone when they started potring in-
to Rungary in 194k, we d4id not exvect anything good from them.
Our actual experiences with the Russian army in 1945 were [irst
hand, and I can only repeat what everybody has nrobably already
told you -- that the Russian trocps ware looting, »aning. TFor
inetance, we could hardly save my B0 year old grandmothsr from
being raned by a Russlan, and they were thoroughly llving off
the land., They were a cruel, primitive, uneducated lot. Our
attitude dld not change toward the Russlan army alfter 1945,
nor did anybody else's for that matter. If maxxiix possible,
it got even worse. In all falrness, however, I must add that
I do not believe that the Russien neonle are fmdamentally
oruel and bad. These soldiers had to zsot on orders flrst of
all, and secondly, these veonle were away from their homes

and thelr wives for 5 to 10 years, so I somshow try to under-
stend why they behaved thia way.

"Regarding the Rugslan troong stationed in Hungary befora
the revolution, I cannot say very much about them, bacsuse
thess troons were stationed mostly around Budapest and outside
the city. I heard, however, from different friends, that the
1iked being in Hungary because the living standard was so muc
bigher for them hers than beeck home. They had their own PX
shons and were pald In rubles, the exschange of which was ex-
tromely high, so that finally whan they were ordersd to go
home meny of them left the country crying and very k unhavpy.
A friend of owrs who Lllved at the frontiler town of Zabony,
through which the Russian troons were taken back to Russia,
told us that they had to leave all thelr belongings behind,
and sverything wse taken from them at the frontier atation
before they left the country.”

"Aa to the attitudes and actions of the Russlan soldiers
during the rewolutlion, I can only eay that the very first daye
many of the Russlans jolned the reavolution or just refused to
fight spainst the Hungarians. I saw the sgoldlers talk %o the
neonle in the streets many times, and I also saw many tanks
manned by Russlan =oldlers and Hungarlan Freedom Filghters fly-
{ng the Hungarilan flap. Also, I saw myself a Russlan juming
out of h's tenk and saying "I pefuse to fight sgainst children.”
Thaess troons, however, weras soon relisved and taken Into bar-
racks surrounded by barbed wire, until they were taken In
locked railroad cars out of Hunpary. I believe that the above




attitude refers to offlcers and enliamted men diring the first
days of the rewvolution, and moatly to peovle of a sort of
middle age. The troons which were brought in sbout Hovember I
however, conslsted of culte young hoys who wars extromely
»rimitlive. They were a short, atoeky Asiatic race. T‘hu{
looked 1lke animale to me. They had not the fogeliseal notion
where and whom they were fighting. They were also strictly
forbldden to talk to the nopulation, and I heard of thres
different cases in which the command officer shot thse Pussian
apldisy wvhom he Tfound talking to a Hungarian.

The fore-mentioned I think covers the onsetlone to what
sxteant the Russian soldisrs helned the Hungarlans, refused to
obsy their suneriors, or fought on the side of Hungariana.
Whether or not Soviet soldiers fought against the AVH I am
not ouite sure, However, once I saw near the Natlonal Theatre
that & Russian tanit turned 1ts guns agalnst an aombtment af
at the window of which the AVH wes shooting and snlping at
the peonle. WNow whether or not the Russlens knew whom they
wers Tighting I mamwaxk cennot tell. I have not heard of
any csses of individual brutality by Soviet soldlerse toward
Aungarisne during the revolution.”

bureaucracy
Ea Regarding dumaswxsz resonondent wes of the oninion that
in the foregoing chapter when she talked sbout the working
sonditions she sald all she could and she mew. Ohe had no
further information to glve on this tonic. The reason for
thls was, ag she sald, was that she alweys trled toc avold
contact with anybody who had anything to do with the bureau-
oracy, because of hers end her husband's nolitical nast.

Iy Hegarding how to get sround some of the regulations or
how to get &n officlal to change his mind, to get = friend

to intercede for you, ete., resvondent sald that the inter-
goeaion and mematk% nenotism was stronger than sver under

the Communist regime, escecially on the Party llne. Thare
was one offlice, however; this was the Houslng Office, where
you oould bribe peonle now and then, even though 1t was guite
dangerous and strictly orohibited. Fespondent meéntlioned a
oange 1n whlch, in one of the outskirts of Hudanest, the whole
housing of' fice adminlstration was dismissed and exchanged be~
cause they found out that bribes were sccented there.

G. lhen nrobed as to how much she knew about the comnetence
and efficiency of the various groups and weonls who hold »ower
in Communlist Hungery, resvondent sald that this is a field

in which you cannot talk of intelligencs at all. Soms of them
were quits amart, this ig quite true. This refers to the gecret
nolicei "Yaybe Ogbor wae ag good and efficlent tailor, but he
certainly was not & good eecrat nolioce officer.V Fesnondsnt

had no idea to what an extent the army leadershio In Hungary

wes efficlent, and md@kkmwxdidx nelther did she know or have

any oninicn about the Russian army leadershiv. She seid however
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1t soems thet during the revolution the Russian army leader-
ship lmew perfectly well whet they were doing, and they eseem
to have been pretéty well organized.

Raferring to oublic sdministration in Hungary and ita
offlcinle, resvondent said: "In the last years the public
administration In Hungary wes over-administered. Ihere were
too many people. There was red tape to smak an extentk that
had nevar occurred bafore, end in spite of this or maybe be-
cause of 1t, everything wes in a terrible mess. The reason
for thisg of course was malnly also the fact that the nublie
adminlstration was entrusted to peonle who wers incompetent
and uneducated. They were out there by the Party. Thay had
& good record with the Party and that was all, For instance,
I can mentlon a ocsse in which a farmer ssrvant girl became
the Sectlon Chief of the Minlstry of the Interior. I think
with this examole I have said a great deal."
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XIIl. ASSESSMLENT OJF FUTURE PROSPECTS FOR HUNGARY

A When asked what she thinkas sbout events that are bound
to havnen in the next few years in Hungary, respondent sald:
"UInfortunately, if I try to be guite unblased, I don't see

any chenpe for Hungary now. I bellave that a very strict
Communist terror will agdin be enforced and this will not

ceese until the time when an interlor change Iin Russia will

br about the complate collapse of the Soviet Union. If

one is quits reasonable, nobody con believe that any further
sxEysnx resistance wlll be carried on in Huugnrg; ybe a
passlve 2arskx resistance, yes; but I am sure that Kadar will
revert again to the Stalin line, and willl not make any cone
gegaiong, I am als> wratty sure that the return to the Stalin-
izt pvolicles will also be carrisd out in other satellits states
and not only in Hunsﬁry. I do not e:xmect the Veet to act on
our cage slther, end I think that in Russia iteslf thay will

go back to the Stellm line, the more so since, due to the
Hunpgarlian revolution, thay havo seen that the moment they
slacken the reins they lose comtrol.”

"Aa to my hopes, I wvary farvnntli hone that the UN Snecial
Conmlttes, whieh has done a great deal of fact-finding now in
Zurone, will moet at last, and the U will force the Soviet
Mion to resoect the N sanctloms. I do not bellieve that the
Polish type solution would bte the right thing in Hungary, and
I do not think the neonles in Hungary would accept thla either.
After ull, efter ¥ having fought the Hungarian revolution the
Hungarien peonle will not acceot it. They have got beyond

thie line, As to the meana whereby my hoves could be realized,
thare ls only one thing, and thls 12 the enforcement of UN
smmctlons, but after the way things turned out In the Fall of
1986, I don't know whether I should hove for it or vhether I
can hone for 1t now. WNobody in Hungnrz or in Eurone desirss
war between the U.5.85.R. end the nited States, and thersfore
I sincerely hove that 1t will not occcur. Means £ other than
war, as mentionsd before, are an enforocsment of U mEmEkism
sanotions and a strlot International sontrol. The chances

of an Internal change in the Soviet Upion are very slight,
Neverthelesa, I belisve that they could ocouwr. Howaver, this
will be a very slow orocedure if I know the Ruessian neovls,”

B. "During the last ten ysars neonle in Hungary did not ex-
neot any change for the better. Wewvurtheless all International
medatinga in the Weat were followed with greatest ihterest.

For instence, at the time of the Udneva Lonference, hopes wers
high. Here I wouild like to mention In order to i1llustrate

how everyone 1n Hungary followed the events in the llestern,
that I met a »oor shepherd in the country one day, and hm we
started talking nolitics of course, as everybody did at that
time. Pe eald "y roodness, something must come out of that
Gensve Conference," sand he was very confident that something
really would. Thils ls juet to show you how even the poarest
of neomle Iin Hungery k@ nut thelr confidence in the Western



XV. THE FORMATION CF PUBLIC OPINION

Resnondent disclosed that she has heard about the Iwentlsth
Party Congress snd Krushchev's ssoret soveech by means of Radio
Free Lurope leaflets. Other oeonle In Hungary were Informed by
the forelgn redio broadcasts and even the Hungarlan °ress carried
Krushchey's xpwe aneach, but very much asbbrévliated of course.

On Ssnator WeCarthy and the Tn-American Activitles Committes,
respondent disolosed that they were given only the nsws as renrss-
ented by the Communist Press, and mostly in conneotion % with the
Rosenberg case. Howaver, she only heard about the un-American
Activities Committes and not sbout Senator MeCarthy. She added
that unfortunately 1t ssems that the Commlttee haa not enough
poway and doesn't carry its activities on too widely, sc as to
deal sffectively with that very grave nroblem.

Resnondent did not hear anything, nor does she know anything
about Peron. On Exkamk Rakosi's orlvate 1life resnondent heard,
due to the fact that the cormany che worked for was constructing
the air reld sheltars and atomic-vroof ahslters at his villa. It
was penerally known that Rakosl lived in luxury whlch outdld many
of the relgnling monarcha. Reasnondent also bsllieved that Rakoal
weg a very vain and concelited person who was extremely far from
the Hungarlian nation 1taself and who, In general, was not even a
very true and very convinced Communiat.

B. Regarding her general reading hablts, resoondent stated

that she very seldom rsad nswsnavera, naver very regularly, be=-
pause she diin't have time to do so. Somstimeg,x now and then,
she read the Szabad Nep at her varents' place. She alro yead

thé lite magazine. She had very little time to read books

ng 8 ruls, but she read the foreign, VWasstern and Hungerian
classics, sometlnes In translation of oovrse, and sometlies shs
BRlso read Russlan classics. They had access to and comnectlons
wilth the »nublic library, and also they had many books at home,

80 thay had kix the ovoortunity to read if they wanted to. HRe=
svondent disclosed that she never read the naw Communist Hunparian
literature and &0 she doesn't lmow anything about 1%, nor can shs
give any ovinion on that. The mailn reason for not reading newa-
pnaners in her family was that everybody was fed uv with the lies
thﬂ{ parried. Fesoondent sald that only neople who took un
politica very seriously, such a2 her husband, read the newsvaners
regularly and thoroughly &5 & rule. These neonls trisd to read
snd did read between the lines. The lorelgn »olitical news was
egneclally mistrusted usually, the more so Xaw& since the domestic
news could always be oontrolled to some extent. The oaly parts

of the newsvaners w-lch were trusted were thoase which referred to
art, muslec gnd sgoorts. The Communist Prese of the Legtern world,
for instence the Austrian Abend, was 2lsp aveilable in ths Hungerian
¢canltal , 2nd her husband frecuently read this »aner, first of =1l
bscause hse ltnows Cerman and aaunnd{y because thils -aper carried
more wastern news thsn any of the Hungarian Communist pavers. She
also new that other Western Communist vaners from France xaEs and
England were als> available. Prohlbited literature was only
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world and i1ts actions.” }
-.Sﬂﬂlhl?g'll ILAL*E& bt & ;Jﬁl’ﬂ?‘

—
.Lw &, o € g Eungary were indenendent, I would 1ike to see &

bourgeols democracy and free trade for my country.”

Wg' "As to the desired economic syatem and emphasis, I

bink that in an indevendent Hungary the stress shonld be
nut on agriculturs, and s7ecirically on fruit and vegetable
growing. The agricultural system should be an intensive

. xxuX cultivation of the soil. By no means should Hungary
continue to w wheat, 4s the Hungarian soil is best

suited to the growlng of vegetables and frults. It is well

. inown that in all Central Lurope nowhere can frults and
vegatables be Wn 30 successfully and with such extremely
good taste as in Hungery. Also, H ary should continue to
breed animals for meat, and also nou try. As to the industries,
only those should be continued which can recelve thair rav
materials from Hquary. Therefora, %km heavy Industrgm, which
meinly tekes the 7 and lmoorts 1ts raw materials should
be abandoned, all st lemst decressed as much as vossible.
Light Industry, on the other hand, should be exnanded,

"If the Communiet regime is overthrown in Hungary, I
think that the nationel enterorises should be returned to
the orivate ownera. This should be done gradually, however,
80 a8 not to bring about any dleruvtion of nroduction. The
Kolkhozes and the State Farma shouvld remmin in the mad hands
of the state if they are being managed In a nrofitabla way.
Then, even so, they must bs under the management of an eszna t.
ds to the Kolkhozes, I think that the wishes of the individual
membere should be resvectad, and if a Kolkhog wishes to remain
together, let them be. But under no circumstances should any
compulajon be axereised.

"I believe that the present large and huge industrial
winkx enterorises, such as on the isiand of Cganel, and the
mining industry, transportation should pemain in the hands
of the state. Light industry, according to its =ize, shonld
alsc & either remain in the hande of the state or be returnsd
to orivate industry. However, thie should be with | he nroviso
that the living standard of the workers in heavy and light
industry Bh:giﬂ remain on a favorable =¥ lsvel,

"As to, government setting a nekkanakxiigx maximum 1imit
to the amount of land anymmw one nerson or family may own, I
think that the maximum of 100 acres is apnroximately the right
alze, mamsifawimg 1f the land is of & normal quality. Of ocourse,
this would be different if the land were of an inferlop quality.
I do not think the government should set a 1im't to any other
real estate or assets one verson might own."

"To my mind, a republic would be the best kind of govern=
. ment Hungary should have after achle ving indevmendence. The
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repuplic and the government should bs based on free elections
and with a meiwiw miltiole varty system.

"As to which form of government to choose,; I certalnly
would choose the first form of government vwhich guarantees the
versonal freedom of the indi~idual. It Is much esasler to sup=-
port dire need and misery than to live without frsedom, and
under constant fear.

"I do not favor the outlawing of the Communist Party in an
independent Hungery, first of all because this is ageinst the
auman rights of fresdom, and second hecause T am very aure that
the Communiet Party in an indenendent Hubgery = would not have
any followers, and the Communiset Party should by no means be
made a mertyr."

Ce T"First of all I would like to have 1deally the kind of
sitiation for Hungary that prevsils in Anstria. We need a
complete neutrality. Hungnrgta vosition and the general st
titude of ite nopulation 1e best makk siited to thie kind of a
government and international nosition.”

Respondant's ideas on the relstione with the U.5.8.Rs,
the East Eropean states, West Europe and the U.S8.A. were that
she would welcome trade relations and cultural relations with
&ll nation mentioned above, with the excention of military mmd
alliancee or military relations.

iihen orobed on the idea of a Danubian Federation, resvondent
eald: "I think this is a wonderful idea, and I wish they would
work 1t out. Our former Prime Vinister Telali has already advocated
thie ldea very strongly, and I spnrove thoroughly and wholehearted-
ly of 1t. Furthermore, I see the Danublen Federation as an lmmed-
late and straight road towards a United States of Europe, which 1is
an ldea T favoralim. I culte believe this idsa to be raaslible, the
more 80 because all Danubian stetes do devend on eazsh other soon-
omically anyway. I also think that all states which 1le along the
banks of the Danube should be inoluded in the Danubisn Federation,
otherwise the idea would not work out. I believs thet the general
feeling about the Danublan Federation in Hungary le good, and 1t
ias considered to be a necessary and very lmoortant thing. Also,
the more so sonce & Danublan Federation would solve once and for
all the very difficult nroblem of the minorities in Transylvania."

On the oresent boundaries of Hungary, resvondent seid: "I
am not advoecati the 1des that Hungary should get back ths
thousand year o0ld frontisrs. This i{s an exaggerated demand. How-
ever, I would 1ike to sec a territoriesl adjustwment to the effect
that all territories that are lergely or mostly inhahitsd by
Hungarians shoild be returned to the mother comnmtry. This ad-
Justment could be brought about, to my mind, by a nlebisclte. At
oresent I am very much concernsd ®m over the nroblem of Hungarian
minorities living outside Hungary, and I do not see that eny other
golntion except that mentioned above ean bring ebout a favorabls




change. This whole guesation, of ocourse, i1s extremely immortant
. to me, and I think it %=z ranks narallal to that of the liberation

of Hungery,"
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available in the libraries or in thes sclentiflec Institutes.
Respondent and femily read 1llsgal lliterature, that iz, a
conmnle of the A-erican books were translated and tyned out

by Hungerian satriots and handed around from friend to friesnd.
Resvwondent recalled a book by Aldous Huxley that was on atomle
warfare, or rather Durope after an atomle abttack or something
like that, she could mot give the exact title of the book.

(Typist's Comment: Nmme of book by Aldous Huxley is "Ave
%%d issence."”) These typed books were aveilabtle in the

erary circles and handed down only to very reliable mem~
bera of that emall cirocle. Respondent alao read Kravehenko's
"I Choss Freedom."” The 1llegal publications or orohibited
books wers not burned or surrendered by most of the neools.
Thﬂi themeelves hid them in the cellar and so did many of
their friends because they thought 1t was & »nity to burn
these valuable books."

C. Referring to news recsived by word of mouth, resz-ond-
ent satd:s "It was a general rule in my offiee that llllt:l
hadyx all of my co-workers listened to the radlo broadcests
fpom abroad, and dlscussed them openly in our office.
This was mainly political news, of courss. In the past ten
ars in Hungary I muet add that everybody indulged 1n 2o~
1tice fervently, and was very much interested in 21l the
vroblems, sven those who hitherto had never taken »art in
oolities. Reparding the news they handed down by word of
mouth, of course this news was not very trustworthy, as
the ma'ority of -eonle were indulging In a lot of wlshful
thinking, and neonle were too ovtimistic. "This 1s" seid
resnondent, 'generally a Hungarisn characteristic.X "I
myself" continued subject "was very cautious In handing
dowm news by word of mouth due to wmy and my husbend's »oli-
tical past, so0 thls was & good reason for not tallklng about
the news Eaaaiua& from Radlio Free Eurone or other Western
atatlons.

D. When ouestlionsd on har general theatre and cinema hab=-
its, resno-dent sald that she attended the theatre once a month
wexk regularly, snd also onera once a month. She attended

the c¢inema very rarely, and only if she lmew that ths mxx
nieture was extremely good. They had a season tioket for

the theatre, =nd she mentioned that on this ocecession when-

sver they billed & Fusslan play for the season ticket holders
the theetre was nearly emnt§. Resnondent swoke with great
enthusiasm about the 1tish nicture film "Hamlet"” which she
fmx thought extremnely srtistic, and a French film the title

of which she coldn't rsoall, but which referred to education-
al nroblems. HRegarding the theatre, in the last few years

she liked bsst Bernard Shaw'e "Joan of Arc“h and then a new
nlay h; Julius Illyes called "Dozga Cyorgy. (This "Dozea
Gyorpy' was a legendary figure In Hungarian politics who

xxx stood up for the rights of the onpreassed agricultural
workere and neasants in the 18th century.) Both olays, rsesnon=-
dent said, dealt with mctnual vroblems, and had a very good bill,

Also the mansgesment and staging was woaderful.
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XVI. EVENTS OUTEIDE HUNCARY

. A, The chances of & changs mukx ineide Russla, according
to respondent, can hardly be brought esbout by a revolution.
Respondent said it is hot characteristlc of the Russiah
peopls that they scoi1ld or would revolt. She ocnly thinks
that this change will be brought about varilgr&dunllr.
Nevertheless 1t will ocome, because after all, young naople
will start asking questions even in Russla. The feelings
of the neonle in Russia about the Communist regime should
. not be too good. Here resnondent quoted an examnle, The
brother of a friemd of hers came back from RHussia culte
recently. He had been denorted there during the recant
i revolution. He w&s succeeded In sscaning and knocked at
the door of the first peasant hut he found. The pesasant
and his ramil%hiﬂmuﬂiataly gave him all the asslstance
they could. ey gave him a dog and sled, ard also tola
him "We wish we were already ms far as Hunpary has pgone now."
Thia man escaved to Finlend and came home from there on
accomt of hig children. He was »ut on trial and now at
oressnt he ls aellowed to work as a doctor, but he does not
recelve any salary. This information reepondent got via a
letter from her mother, It did not better the situation
that be came back from Rusela; on the contrepy. Bis letter
desoribing the facte about his imorisonment, shout his
deportation, his 1ife in the »rison camps of Rusaia arnd his
egcape has now been submitted to the United Nations. Hie
name was John Dudas, end he weg vnicked up by the Russiang
at the restern stetion in Budavest.

Resvondent is of the ovinion that if Russia had & free
election the Communist votes would be at & minimum. However,
. 8he sald of course this devends on how mature the Russian
peonle are politically. She doubts their nolitiecal matarity
very much; otherwlss, they would ixem already have resonted
v to different measures to throw off the En;ia yoke.
ussia
"In my opinlon the too leaders of kkaxSswimk are Chauvan-
lstio Husslen natlohalists. This 1s their colleotive outlool.
Their individual simexisxmsgx aims are megalomaniaec. Collect-
ively, the leaders of the Ruesisn Communiat Party would like
to establich a world lesdershiv for Rusela. The d'fference
between the Russien and the Hungarian to» Communist leaders
liss alsc in this. A Russian is a Chauvanlsetlo, nationalistic
man who 18 working for his own country. The Bungerien Come
munists, on the other hand, are servile verscns. They are
puapets of the Russizn Soviet Union and thelr masters and do
not aven think of tha interaste of the Bungarian peonle."

B. The relative vopularity of the other satellite nations
of Lastern Lurone in Hungary ranks ms rollows: firat of all
Polasnd, then Eastern Germany, Bulgaria and Czechoslovalkia,
and Romenla 18 at about the same level. These orefsrancss
. of the Bungarlans for the Poles and East Germens Xtaxka Xvean
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be accounted for by the mutuslly shared historical past with
the Poles and thelr ZEwmam thorough dlslike of the Russians.

1th resvect to Eastern Germary, the Hungarlan neovnle have a
. freat resvect for their culture and clvilization and technicel
sunerlority.

The disllke of Czechoslovakia end Romania may nerhave
be attributed to the treatmsnt these countrles rave to the
Hungarisn minorities.

If free elsctions were held in the above-mentioned
countries, resoondent thinks that all countries would re-
neunge Communism, though here she added "I mwmxiyx really
. don't kmow how many Communistes there sre in Czschoslovaitia
and how strong the Communiet Party is there, beciuse during
the revolution the Czechoslovak government sent their rail-
road men, locomotive driveres and machinists to Hungary to =
look after transnortation, which was commletsly at a stand- |
et1ll due to the strike of the Hungarian rallroad men. |

The living standardsz of the different burosean countries
were classified as follows by resvondent. 5he belleved that he
highest living etandard wa:s in iastern Cermany, followed by
Crechoslovakia, then Hungary and Poland are on about the same
level, followed by Romenia. The lowest, in her belief, was the
living standard in Bulgaria.

C. In connection wlth the Polish cuestion, res-ondent zald:
"Had the Hungarian revolutlon not been quellsd I am sure that
the changes in Poland would have been more slpnificant. Due to
the events in Hungary, the Ruassian oressure of course 1s much
stronger now. Gomalka's s0lley, nevertheless, renresents some
sort of a chanpge which I believe would nat have buen bad at all
. in Hungary, because at lesst it would have meant soms gradual
change. HNeverthelsss, in my oninion the future outlook for Po-
lend lies sntirely with the Soviet Unlon snd denends on the
nolicy of Russla. Therefore, 1t is not known whuther Gomulka
will asucceed in achleving indevendence for hle country.”
"In my xm onlnion, the Hungarian events in the Fall of
1956 were brought abaut to soms sxtent by the evente In Poland,
slrice the whole revolition started with the symnathy demonstre-
tion for R®XIx ®cland. Latsr on, however, it was events in Hungary
that influsnced the asituation ‘n Poland. Freedom of exoression
in Poland before Gomul%a's rise to =0.er already was & arecedent
which the Hungarien youth tried to exloit to the fullest extent.
It was genaraily known in Hungary that the Hussian -olicy toward
Poland hed slackesned graatly, due to the fact that the Sovist
Union wanted to gain over Lasztern Cermany, and for this =um
surnose they needsd s »eaceful, guilet and contentsd. "oland.
Peoole in Hungary heard alout the riots In Pogzran and the trial
in Poznan, mestly throur b the forel:n radio broadcsais, whlch
were factual, and through the ungarian radio and aresa, which
gave a very slanted account raf all th. evsnts. Tha whole
. Poliegh thaw hed the events In RXIx™ “sznan to thank for the
slackenling of the Russlan reins.
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Winether »r no>t the Hungarian revolution should have taksn
a »ath along Polish lines, resnondent was of the oninion that
the situations in Poland end 1n Hungary could not be comoared. y
"Gomulka, sfter all," she said, "was the Pollsh Rajk, and he
wae the leader of the Polish secrét nollce. On the other hand,
in Hungary Imre Hagy had no relations whateoever with the AVH
and theref re it was {mnoseible for him to remaln in -ower."

D.  "Yugoslatia and Tito certainly had some affect and were
Inflential in Eastern curoce. However, Tlto was not =0 much
lik%ed Iin bastern EBuros7e as he 1z in the Vestern Hemlisbhere.
Peonle in Hungary were much better Informed then %eonle In the
weatern Hemisphere about the real and true situation In Yugoslaev-
la. Peonle in Hungery knew that there were concentration camms
and orison for anyb:dy who was against the regime, desoltexh

the fact that this regime wss a form of National Comunism.”

Regarding National Communism, resoondant gaid: "As fer as

I kmow, 1t wasn't sven Tito who was Che originator of KNational
Communism. Hls official ldsologlst was Dilas, who was the
inventor of the Natlional Communist 1ldeoclogy. I% was very charae-
teristic of Tito that bhe locked him un. Tito 1s a smart enough
noliticien to foster good nolltieal relations with Luronean na-
tions, Ruseis and the #iest anllks, but nevertheless he ias &
Comnunlst, and his behavior durlng the Hungarlan revolution =mms
xkkadxhinxxx¥ wEks shoved him to be unwilling to atand at
Hungary's side comoletely. As to the Weestern Hemlavhere, he
very smartly uses them and soonges on them as much as he can
for economic and militery aid."

Regarding other Titoxists, such as Rajk,in the kbastern
Euronesn eountries, resnondent thought that it is very difficult
to say what they really wantéd. Rajlt was uo apainst the “ascow
and Russisn Cheauvanisim, and ths Soviet imperialism. WNeverthe-
less, regoondent did not think that Rajk was a very great -atriot;
He was rather an {nternetlonal Communist. After all, it was
under his “inistershl~ of thesdnterior in 1945 and '8 that so0
Ny neovle were executed by tThe AVH, and also as a result of
the death zentences broight ab:ut by the oeonlea! court, u;uinut
the so-celled-consalretora. "Therefore,”" resvondent sa2ld "to my
mind he wae first of all a Communist.”

Regarding Tito's -ovularity In Yugoslavia, resoondent bs-
lieved that X in 1945 he was very »o-ular there, but since then,
esvecislly Iin the lest years, volcee wers heerd dlsanoroving of
Tito. The living standsrd, as fer as was known through the newus-
pADers, was mach higher than in Bungary, and the more &o since
the nsovle were allowed to owmn »rivate nroverty. Regarding the
libor conditions, resvondent could not glve any information, but
ehe heard that freedom of movement, for instence, was much grest-
er than in Uungary. WNevertheless, she ha: heard of many concen-
tration camvs and srlsons In Yugoslavis under Tito's repime.

E The Communista galned control in Chlna, In resvondent's
ovlnlon, becsuse the living stenderd in China hed been extremely
low and 1t 1s slways casy to Ilmorove such & low living standard
with very littls <steriasl heln. Poverty e&nd a low living stan-
Aard are rlueye B8 v=ry rood bed of Communie=m. shether r not
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Communiat Chine is more imdenendent of Moscow than the other

Communlst countries, resvondent recalls that In 1955 a Hungarian |
. duthor, Thomas Aczel, was visiting Communist China, and wrote |
that the freaedom of exiresslon was very much better over there |
than here. "However," said resnondent, "thias 1s only dus to
the fect that Communism sterted to take over Chine much later
than the Lastern Eurooean countries,” and she asaid "I am qulte
sure that 1little by little China will becoms the same sort of
satellite as any other Euronean satellite country, becauss 1t
is against the 70lloy of the Soviet Union to stov at midway."”

Resvondent dld not mow anything about relations between
England and India.

When referring to the situation in Suez, resvondent sald:
"ihie i1e 8 very tickllsh oroblem to answer and I think that in
all fairness you can only oass judgment on the British and the
French if 1t can be dlscovered whether or not the Russian arms
shipment to Lgyot was so large that it justifled an armed intere
vention. 4s to the Ierseli Intervention in LEgyot, res-ondent
eald she is completely at a loss regarding the situation there.

Als>, she doesn't know whether or not the nationalization of
the Swsz Canal by Nasser was Justifiad.

Events in Lgynt mevertheless had a very great affeot on
the develooments in Hungary during the Fall of 1956, lLecause
it was a pood orecsdent for the Russlans that angmmit armed
intervention could be started any time, and also in the Hungarian
case they could refer to ths attaock of the British and the neh.

F. Respondent belleved that the living standard in Jestern
Oermany 1s the next highest after Sweden and that it iz increasse
. ing constantly and steadily. Resvondent did not bulleve that the
Germans would be dangerous in starting amother war bsocuse E
Oermany had such severe logses during VWorld Var II that 1t will
g think twice befors getting involved in a third world war.
ilhen orobed about her o7inion on whmihse the resrmament of
Uermany, respondent coi1ld not glve any information as to what
she thought the strength of the German ermy 1s, or how long
the military service ls. Howsever, she voluntesred the oninion
that she believes that the Western noweres are rearming ¥estern
Germany only because they want to use them as gun fa¥ fodder
ageinet the Russians 1f 1t comes to an armed conflict with Rus-
ala.

In comoaring the two occuosationsl armlee, the Russian and
the Cerman, ths most distastsful was of eocurse the Russian
occcupational force. However, resnondent sald "in my ooinlon the
German occusation ermy was more dangerous with regard to the
Hungerisn natlon, becsuse after all, the Germans are g cultured
nation also, and therefore more dangersus to the Hunrarian na-
tion on the whole. 0f course, you cannot draw eny som»arison
betwesn the Russiean and the German occuvational forces regard-

. Ing discinline, because the German army wee thoroughly disci-lin.d,

both men and enlisted men alike. Ilhe most unoopular occumation
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force was of course the Russian Iin Hungary."”

Resnondsent could not say anything about the British Labor
Party.

On the living etandards of various countries, resvondent
had the im-resalon that the highest living stasdard was in
Great Britaln and Western CGermany, followed by Italy, Greeca,
kgyst end the Soviet Union.

H. Her main imoressions of the U.S. whan arriving hers =k
were that first of all she was amazed by the rilchnsss of com-
modity sunolies.

Ag to what the U.S. should do now for the neonle and na=-
tiona of rhastern Eurove, resohondent was of the ovinion that
the U.S5. by and through the UN should bring about the withdrawal
of the Soviet troops not only from Hungary but fr.m the whole
of kagtern Burove. Referring to the forelgn nollicy of the sres-
ent U.S. government, resvondent said that k she is under the
imoreseion that the U.S5. government 1s more afreid of the Hussian
military foroes than it should be, and that 1t 1s dealing too
mich with gentlemanly manners and weys and msans with the fusaians
than the Husslans deserve.

Resoendent 1s of the view that losns, for instance, to the
Eastern Euronean countries, sven &t thes risk that the greater
part of them would go to the Soviet Union, whaxkd wo:ld be worth-
while since this would Increasse the symwathy for America tremen~
dously. In resnondent's oninion, the ssexentxreicckamsbizcxtis
officiel relationshin with the oresent governnent of Hungary
should be commletely broken off by the U.S., but only now, it
agggld heve been done already, in her oninlon, on November Lth,
1956,

Whether or not Hungarlan »eople would Tike to see moras Vest-
ern vieltors, resoondent said that this is not cuite rightly out,
because under the oresent political situation this is oomoletely
imoossible. This problem should bs considsred only, if and when
the Hungarlen government would let in foreign visitors. Hungarisn
xixtkapxoaxridxhaxneraxihanxeakecann neonle on the whole woild
more than welcome any foreign visitors that would come to Huangary.
Resnondent belleves that newsvenermen would be most welcome, be=
cause these peoovle could write about everything that the vWestern
viorld ought to know sbout Hungary. Thess peonle should be in-
formed first of all that they should not give any encouragement
to neonle in Hungary because that wo:ld be a great resvonsibility.
However, they ought to o7en thelr eyes end oven them wide, so
as to see also what they are not shoun.

Peonle at howne would slso liks to receive idestern books end
veriodioals,® but ae nreviously mentioned, under the ~resent
nolltical repime this seems to be comoletely imwossible. Books
snd neriodicals should not be shivwvsd into the oo mtry illegally
becaise this would only bring harm to meny innocent neople.[%Yfhe
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Hungarlan exilss were assoclated with such activitles as Western
vieltors and vabllications, I belleve that thils would harm only
these two actlone, because then the repime would only object

to letting in Veatekrn visitors and nublicetions. "

On the launching of the Warshall Plan in 1948, resnondent
gald that she knew thet by accenting the Marshall Plan the
weetern Euronsan nations ravaged by war could return to e
normal standard of living very much sooner. Everybody in Hun-
gery would have besn very oleassed had Hunperyv also accented
this helo, but of course the Communist government or better, the
Soviet Union did not allow Hungary to acesnt the Marshall aild.
The il-terpretation of the Marshall aid as vut out by the Scviet
ra%tma was that the imnerlalistic liestern World % wes giving
military mxmXimx assistence to the countrles Llnvolved, and by
this means ths liestern Luronean countriee were being colonized
by the U.S.

9n the Korean War in 1950, snd America's involvement In it,
reacondent esaid that she tried to figure out America's reascns
by oomparing the officlel Hungerian oress and the western radio
news broadcasts. She came to the conclusion that ths wer in
Rorea wae nrovoked by Communist Chlna and the reasons for being
involved for such & long time in the Koresan iar were, on the
nart of Americe, that the Weestern world wanted to pive a good
trial to the newest and most modern military equipment. In
her ooinlor, the Koream vwar could have come to an end very much
sooner then it did. Nevertheless, resvondent sald that nobody
in Hungary belleved the Communlat orooaganda radio transmissions
whan dealing with the Korean KazfaxFhmrxsxiidxkkatrnxtsansd war-
fare. They sald that ooisoned bombs were thrown from airplanes
to nolison eand exterminate the Chinese Netlonallsts.

J. On t“e UN reenondent =aid: "Undoubtedly, the attitude of
the UN ocould have affected the situation in Hungary during the
revoiution. We exoected the UM to enforce lte sanctions agalnst
Russia strictly and {mmedlstely. They did not do this; nelither
did they secknowledge Hungary's neutrality under the regime of
Imre Nagy. Aleo, they should have sent observers immedlately,
as they did m 1in Egyot and if Fussaie did not comoly with the

UN sanctions; much stricter measures should have been used.

For Instance, Russle should have been cut off from all econoxlo
and dilnlomatlic relationships w.th the fiestern world. What the
ON did, in faot, was only to talk end tallk end talk, and svery-
body was terribly unhep»y end greatly disavvointed that the

UN didn't act es oromotly and swiftly as i8 did in the cass of

Sues. Regarding UN actlons for BHungary in the foreseseable future,
resoondent seid "I fervently hope that the UN Factxitixgit Finding

Cormittee now, which finished 1ts mct'vities in Euwrove, will vut
the findings before the Censral Assembly and then the General
Assembly will enforce the sanctions against Russia by realizing
that the UN hitherto was not uo to 1its nurvnose.”
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XVII. EKNOWIEDGE OF AND ATTITIDEZS TCLARDS SeisCTiD TLRSIVALITICS |

A When asked who 1ls the greatest living Hungarlan in her
oniidon, and why, ressondent sald: "This 1s & gquestion I can-
not answer, because unfortunately even d uring the revolution we
did not have one Hungarlan who wae an all out leader and a man
perfeotly suited to assume leadershio.

"As to Imrs lagy, he was comolying with the wishes of the
revolition but he wes not a leader of the revolition, and that
ia why I belleve that he would hava been the man for a short
pericd only and would have been exschanged for sonebody with a
much stronger character.”

On Cardinsl ¥indsgenty, resvondent sald: "He is a ver
gerious and respected leader of the Homan Catholic Church. iﬂﬂ-
aver, he 1le not a good noliticlan. In ay oninion, he should not
have pone to the =2mericen Lepation. This made a very, very

bad imnression. Rather, he should have taken refuge at one of
the neutral Lepations. I am thinking, for inetance, ol the

Swiss or Italian. That would have glven a m tetter effect to-
wards the Soviet Union as well as the Hungarlan neonle, who re-
sented that he sought aaylum in the American Legation very smmmx
much, because no helo was forthooming from there. Furthermors,

I think that hls pollticel svpeech, held during the revolution,
waeg rather unfortunate, because he was attacking Imre Negy,

which waa not a wise thing to do at that tlme. Also he mentioned
that the Roman Cathollc Chureh striotly resvected the orivate
ownersnly of aasete, and of course sverybody thought that he
wanted the lands of the Roman Catholic Chureh to be returned

af ter the Communist regime had toonlsd. I do not think that

his sveech was obJsctive enough on the whole."”

"0f Laszlo Rajk, I have said what I have to say before."

"Gero 15 a convinced and mereilesa, oruel Communist. If
there ever was & man who is a convinced Communist by atrong con-
viotion, then ha is the one."

Hianos ¥edar Is a mén of wea'% character who can be Influsnoud
very saslly. He is & louse; that's all I can say. He showed
his trus face Auring the revol.ition."”

Jn Presldent Lisanhower, resoosdent had the lollowing to
gay: "He 1s an amaringly humen, a real humen being, and sccord -
ing to his a2lctures and the things we read in the news-aners, we
H arlang are preatly imoresesed by his L tegrity and Christian
good wlll. Let us hove that his pgood influence will have some
effect on world solitios.”

"0f Secretary General Pammarakjold I heve only heard nraise.”

"John Foeter Dulles I belleve to be a very Eranﬁ atateamen,
But I don't think that he ie very muoch oro-Hungarlan."
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of former Eritish “rime “inister Lden, I knew very little
and nlngnt say anything. This stands also for forner Presldsnt
Truman .

On the selected 1lizt of -srsonalities, recvondent sald:
"“ikoyan 1s & tyoleal Stalinist oollticein.”

Of Nehru, resoo dent was of the opinion thet the Huhgarlans
in general hsd great hcoes in him, because they believed that
he, with his lack of bisa, could be of asslistance.

Resnordent doean't know anything of Generallssime Chiang

Francls Wagy she belleves to be a very good noliticlan, and
is ocnvinced that in the nolitical 1life of ths future and indensn-
dent HEungary, he certainly will have & great role to volay.

Of former President Hogsevelt, respondent said he certalnly
waes the one who fruetrated the lestern powers efforte to oconduot
the invasion through the Balkans, and for this very rsason,
which brouht sbout the tusslan occunation of La-tern Lurcve, he
wag & man who was very much blamed in Hungary.

Chancellor Adena rer respondant belleves to be the greatest
living stateeman 1n Luroce and she sald we can Jolly well envy
the Cermans that they have a statesman like him. He 1s the
only one who ocan treat the Ruselanes az they deserve to be tresated.

Stalin ls a sly snd mercllese sadist, a dictator that can be
imagined only, 1In resvon ent's oninion. As commared to him,
Yalenkov 1s really quite a nice fellow.

Hespondent has not heard of Bevan.

In referance to Krushoheve, resvondent said that -eonls in
Hungary would bring abont en anveasement, and she thought 1t 1s
vary characteristic of the tonx Communists that now bhe is con-
tinuipg to work end behaving as if nothing had havvened, and
he is returnlng now to the Stalinist nolley.

0f “Yershsll Tlto, ressponient referred to her nrevious osinion.
Of Beron she didn't s ar.

She thought Welotov to be even more zly than Stalin was, and
he Ix sxxmpisgxikix changes hls code acoording to the directlon
in which the wind 1s blowing. So far each changs foind him still
at hils nopt.

Ollanhaver was unknown even by name to resnon-ient.

On Churohill she seld that tnls great ststesman is alroady
& thing of the »naet, and 1t 1s preatly to bs denlored that thas
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bestern woliticliane didn't lilsten to his advioce at the time he
wag In fuall nower. Respondent believed that the whole situation
would mal¥ now be comolstely different or would not even exist
had he been able to enforce his will.
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XVIII. ATTITUDES TQWARD EXIL:S AND &XILE ACTIVITIES

. A Jn peools who escaved from Huangaery, resnondent had the
following to say: "Malnly those peovls left Hungary who, {irst
of all, actively took part in the fighting and who fled for
thelr llves. Into thls same category I would out the veoonle
who were wolltiecal orisonsrs and who were freed by ths revolu-
tionlstes, and also had to fles, because they Ymew that if they
were tiaken they would be put to trial again. Then the second
category of neovle who left were Wmmm those who, though they

. were not In danger of lmorlsonment, were fed up with the Com-
munist rule and wanted to live a free life in free countries.
Then, thirdly came those who came with the flood so to gneak

- and some of them didn't even Imow why they cams. Then last
came those who, as 1t hannens with every mase exodus, were tha
soum of the country, the ordinary eriminels who were in orilseon
and who alaso escaved during the revolution. To my misd, only
the first two I mentioned should have come out to the Western
world. The socinl classes that cama out from Hungary after
the revolution consisted mainly of weoole from the intelleotual
clasa and the working cless. ¥hﬂra were very few veasants who
came Jub. As to their ages, thegy majority of them wepe young
and even those who were of & more mature age were on this side
of middle age. Most neovls came out from the Trans-Danublan
district, from the Westera -art of the country, and aleo {'rom
the eapital, Budanest."

"Of mwmx course all the Communists and AVH neonle stayed
behind. Then the others who c¢ould not or did not want to leave
thelr homeland and then, also, meny oeonle atayed behind for
family reasons, even If they knew that they were facing orison,
This wes, for i-stance, the case with my brother. I think that

L if we are oculte fraslk about the whole oroblem we must admit
that those veonle who stayed behind have chosen the heavier lot."

i "As to the oninion of veonle in Hungary who staysd bsuind,
1 can say this from the letters I recelve that comparsd to the

mase lmmigration of 'll, and '4B, the veople who leit now are
not blamed by those who steyed behind. For Instance, when in
the village my husband came from, the news arrived to his mother
that he was in safety in the U.8., veople cried and ware REDOY .
They surrounded his mother, telling her how hapoy they were that
my husband had escened. I am sure that if the Communist ruls
continues in Hungary and if neonle had a chance to come to the
West, a very small nercentege of Bungeriana would nevertheless
stay behind in Hungary."

B, "While in Hungary I heard throu-h the Radlo Free Eurone
broasdcastas of the Hungarian National Council; also atout the
actlvities of Wegr. Verga, Franois Nagy, ¥r. Pfeiffer, and

Mr. Sulyok. However, we imew very little about what they did
and thelr activities. The only thing I can say 1s that neonle
symoathized with them according to the date when they left

. Emga;g. The later they left, the better they were lired beck
Gme .
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When I handed over the 1liset of organlzetions and individuals,
resnondent made the following remarks: "I know that the Hungarian
National Council 1s the official reoresentative organ of the
Hungarians in exile, I imow of the WMHBK that they ars a bunch
of Arrow Cross Party people, but maybe I am wrong here" said
respondent. "Of the Christiaen Democratic Union I heard that
this organization is lad by “r. Barankovice and Kozl Horvath."
Reapondent was also aware of the fact that “r. Francls Nagy
was taring an active vart in the affsirsz of the International
Psagants' Union. The neriodisal Latonater she heard mentloned
over the Vestern radio, snd since then hers in the U.S., she has
also read 1t. Msgr. Varge resvondent holds 11 high esteem. She
disoclossd that he was greatly lilked in Hungary and he wes ex-
tremely nice and comvasslonate with her and her famlly while
her husbend was In orison. &he bslleves that he iz a very, very
good man.

On Tibor Eckhardt she heard that he 1s an extremely Intelllw
gent, well educated and interesting nerason who 1s alsd> a very
good gsouaker. Nevertheless, her views do not tally with those
of Mr, Eckhardt, snd whkiis as a child baock im her home vil-
lage she heard a great deal of bad words against Y. Eokhardt,
because in solte of being a member and lcader of the Smallholder
Party, he rather sided with the arlstocracy.

of Wr. aEEE gphe Imew that he waes Minlstcr of Hmpery to France
and also e was in the dinlomatic status. Of "r. ;Ega Koyace
she thouoght him to be an extremely learned, well sducated an
sultured nerson who also 1ls an sxtremely good writer. Raspondent
knew that Imre iz westheleader of the Hungarien Soeclal Demo-
arats in ExchkuammxBiermaxy bngland, but had not a very good o2inlon

of him, Of Mr. Peyer she knew that he was the leader of the
Social Democrats in the U.S. and that he dldd recently.

Of Wr. Kallay she heard that he le at wresent asgoointed with
the Hungarian & Natlonal Council., The same refere ta 'r. Pleiffer,
who 12 a very smart and well gualified newsnaverman to an extent,
but he la sn extremdst Ead as he wes at hone. He 1s alwayse
attacking everybody and, too, In reswondent's view, he 1s not
ouite n>rmal. Subject bslleved that a quio of Mr. PReiffer's
characterizes him best, and this runs: "Lverybody 1s sinking
down to his own level in the immigration,"

Resoondent thought wvery highlz of Mr. Bxw»xl Barankovics. X
"he thought he was one of the most outstanding characters among
Hungerian politioisns in any immigration. In resvondent's view,
"r. Kozl Horveth resresents the right wing of the Christian
Sccial Democrats.

When asked about Otto of Havsburg, resvondent caid: "Lyer
gince I have been in Amerien I have hesrd him mentloned more in
two dayas than I heard in twenty yeare back in Hungary." Besides
this, she thought highly of him, a2z 4« eh as she heard, though
she 12 a very well educated, intelllgent and well qualified
verson who is extremely well informed on Hungarlan mettera.
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0f former Hﬁgant Horthy she said: "He might have been an

extremsely good soldlerx, but he waes & very bed volitician, much
to the hnd luek of the Hungarian nation."

"About the politiciane who left Hungary before 19586 we heard
a great deal on Radlo Free Eurovne. Also, we heard about the
aetivitiee of the Hungarlan Nat'onal Counecll. However, I don't
know any of the results that might have come forth from Exk
these actlvities. I always thought that thess former Hungarian
emigres should do eomething for the Hungerian nation. However,
I also admit,Ekxky uaain% the situation s 1t iz now, haxxkhey
I don't asee how they could have done anything. The only time
I think there waes an ovportunity for them to do soqzthing for
our country was durding the revolution. At this time the Hungar-
fan government in exile ought to have stressed much more stronge-
ly thaet the government of Imre Nagy should be mcce-ted by the
United States.

"Having hed rslations with the Smallholders' Party I know
that 1t wae & thing that was dlscussed during the revolution and
that Francis Nagy should be called home. My husband, in fact,
wanted to meet him In Vienna, but by the time thinsn were arranged
Frendis Hlagy was already ex-elled from Austria,”

C. Respondent 41d not lmow of eny Bungarian who escaned to the
West af ter 1945, and who returned to Hungary later on.

D. ““anulﬂ who left Hungnry and are now in the U.5. should, t
u{-mind. sald resvondent, "get integrated into thn American na=-
on end work hard so &s to show & pood axample.”

"In general peoole in Hungary woild like to know about us
what we are doing, how we are faring, about our jobs and how
mach we are earning. The mein thlng neoonle at home should know
1a the terrific living standard in the U.8. Vs do not dare to
write this in our letters because we think we would be doing our
peodle back home mire harm. WNeverthelesa, they ought to lmow
also that fresadom of soeech is greatly rescacted here, and in
faot 1t is guite vnusual to us, the extent to which sverybody ia
allowed to exoress his ovinion freely in writing and in words,

"For myself, nersonally, beilng a woman, I woild consider it
my main taak to ehlighten the Amerlean cneonle about the alms of
the Hungerian revolution and to give them more details about

the sltuetion in Bungary.

"I do not consider it necessary or desirable that I join
any eort of exile orpanizetion, whether existing or to be formed.

"On the volitical sarties before 1948 I cannot gilve my
oolinion. At that time I wasn't «very muih interested yet In
volitics. I only knew the nam. s of the different nartiss.Bue
to my husband, I was closely seascclated with the Smallholders!
Party. I do not know anything about the different volitloal
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paertlea 1n exlle. However, on thes vnartiecs that have been re-
vived in Hungary daoring the reyolution, I hold the view that
tuls was a great mistake. It wes unnecessary to start forming
different nartles so soon, and 1t 1s my bellsef that even this
wasz carelfully olanned by the Russlens, since 1t was Minister
Erdel who inslisted on the forming of the different politloal
vartiea. The Rusalans wanted the Hungarlen forces to be dlvid=-
ed and not united.”

"1 do not think that whether or not the orevious emigres
should have besn recalled to Hungary la en immortant oroblem.
I think thls ought to have been un to the wartles themselves.”

E. "My own olans regarding the future are to return to Hun-
gary if and ever Hyncary 1s_{ree, but only then. I certalnly
want children to learn Hungarlan and soeak Hungarian here in

the U.S."




XIX. AUDILNCE PEACTIONS TO RADIO AND LLAFLETS

"While in Hungary we alwaye listened to foreign redio
stations, though not very regularly, because I had no time
to apare for this purpose. Wa mostly listened toc the BB,
Redlo Free Eurone, Voloce of Anerica, and sozetimes to the
Hungarian Broadcast of Paris. lie most frecuently listened
tc the BEC. The news we got over the radic we fresly dla-
ocasged wWith frisnds, and we alwaye llstensd with our famnil
on our own radio. In the years of 1949 and 1953 it was quite
risky to lleten to the foreign broadcasts, and everybody had
to loek the doors and windows. Later on, howsver, it wasn't
80 striot. Pecples were not deterred, but desnite this they
only Just bepame more cautious. Officlally, however, it was
a great orime to let other veonls listen in to your radlo,
and 1t very o!ten havoensd that for tnls you got several years
in omx vrison.

"ke oreviously mentioned, we favored the BBC stations to
eny other Western broadoasts. lie listened to Radio Free Lurone
mainly because there wers sevaral of our frlends who were broad-
caztlng over thle statlion. Ths reason why we vreferred the BEC
was that 1t waes the most factual and matter-of-fact of all the
stations. Also, thelr news commentator was more down to earth.
ie axmaenk esneclally disliked the man on the Radlo Free & rove
station who broadcast the orogram called "Reflector." He had a
disgusting volca. Even the Volee of dAmerica was sometlmes much
better, beccuse Radio Free Luro-e was what we called all the
time "blah blah blah blah." The Frenoh station was ver: aiffiecilt
to get, but somnctimes we were liucky to get a good brosdeast
thro gh them. In short, the Radlo Free Eurone brosdcasts were
out for sensationallsm and the BBC's broadoasts were logical,
olain and down te earth. Forelgn radlo broadcasta, nevertheless,
hed a great effect in Hungary, and it was mainly the ;i@ X older
generation who listsned in, bscause they had more time on hand.
But in general, the whole nation, even the simnle neasants, wers
llstening. Thle was the sit.stion before the revolution. Dup-
Ing the revolution, we had tiree radios at homs and all three
were tuned to different statlons, so that everybody cai1ld listen
to the diffcrent news. All I can say is that we were exvecting
a miracle, msybe, from the West, and this was the reason why we
listwed t the radio day and night. Also, it was & vory handy
means of kweeoing the Freedom Flghters informed sbout the fighting
and about the UN sesslons. This was a very good voint in x
faver of Fadlo Free Zurone and the Volce of Americm, that they
carried the UN full seselons durlng the revolution.

"I certainly would not say that Radio Free Eurore in oartie-
ular helved to incite the Hungerlan ssonle by holding ocut rom-
iess of western belp. Neverthelese, the railo broadcasts of
Radlo Free Lurone in the lesat ten years have made the neopls var ¥y
ootimlstie and they were very easily carried away by wishful
thlnking. During the rev: ution, however, I myself heerd aulte
8 few inciting snesches over Radioc Free Luronse, and malnly the
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above-mentlonsed broadcasts from Radio Free Burone called "Reflactor,”
wihiiceh were read by & man wlth a very disagresabls volce, hmd a

vory annoying effect. Another mkxkadke mistake, I btialnk, was

made by Radic Free Bkurcone when they read the names and messages

of neonle swho escaned to the west and were on their way to

America. This hed gilven encoursgement to many veonle, and I am

sure that oulte & number of neovle left dua to tals news than

would have done so otherwise. Anyway, this news oromoted the

great exodus from Hungary.

"Nevertheless, I believed that Radlo Free Lurone should
continue to broadcast into Hungary, end this for the reason that
these westsrn broadcests are the only link betwesan the countrles
behlnd the iron ¢ rtain and the Western Hemlsphare. I do not
think, however, that there 1ls need for any antl-Communist prona-
ganda, The radlio broadoasts should be 1lim:ted to stralght noli-
tical end economic news, the more so aince the Iron Curtaln
countrles are comnletely olosed off regarding Weatern newa maw-
teriml. I slso belleve that news about Weaterr literature, books,
art, music -~ things whilch are all tevond the reach of neovle
who are be=ind the Iron Curtaln -- ghould also bs transmitted as
well as orograms about life in Westerm Eurs-e and the U.S.

"Thers is also one 1tem which I think ls very imnortant
and whioh also should be brosdcast into countries benlnd the
Iron Curtaln, and thls ie news referring to the different churoches
and thelr religion. Also, religious services should be hald
over the radio in all rellpions, because lote of 9veonle cannob
or dare not attend religlious services In church, and these sere
vices would in e way substitute for them."

B. Respondent has not heard abost the initials WM, nor dld
she krnow anything about the Twelve Demands.

G, Bowever, about Free burove lsaflsts she could say more,
since she had ximmgmdy seen several and read them. She belleved
that tne one, for instance, she read about the Twentleth Party
Congress and Krushchev's speesoch was very interesting. However,
there was a great danger Involved in belng seen vlcking up or
reading such vamphlets, xmixkhewmfanw but neverthelessa seovle
were not detevred. "We recslved thues pamdhlets from Rmxmas
friende who brought them to us from the Trans-Danubian district"
seld resevondent. "Of cowrse we burned them immedlately after
we read them. I do not know whather or not the Radlo lree
Lurooe leaflets had any efleot during the revolution, or before
the revolution, bscapse these 1a§f1uta were found only in the
asrovinces and never ir Budavest.

X Rezvondent s21d that she belleved these namohlets were
very ugeful. However, the danger was too great, and therefors
she does not belleve that inder the nresent 72olitiecal conditions
in Hunpary imxk Aadic Free surons should X send loaflets behind
the .lron Curtaln.
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. Respondent bslleved that the maln alm of the Western organ-
igations in sending leaflets and radlc brodomszta to the oount-

riss behind the Iron Curtain was nainly to inform them about
the events of the “satern Hem!sphare. She belleved that all
the Western organizations had the same -urnose.

d =i
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XX. CRILD REARINC AND DISC (PLINE

WWhen asked about her views on how ohiliren should be
brought un, respondent sald: "I believe that it 1s very im-
vortant thet a child should not only recelve an aducation and
knowledge of the facte of life, but slso a xkxiddxematxcimx
ehlld?e soul ahould be aduocstsd and Torned. A chlld also muat
be taught how to become a valuable =member of human socleiy.

"In my onlalon, & ohild mist be diacivlined, even ohyeleally,
but not tom an extreme. The chlild must be taught to differs tlate
between right and wrong at an mewmy early age, and If this nas
sucoeedsd, then I do not think that 2 child must bs dlselinlined
very much, The treatment of girls and boys of course is quite
different, because & girl chlld is mueh sasier to bring uo than
akx boy. Sometinea you have to employ stricter methods with a
boy.

"Until which age nunlshment should bs enforced on a child
devends entlrely on the chlld and also on the varent. I remember
when I was fourteen one day I ocame home muoh later than I was
exnected to return and 20 my perents Ex Hut me Into conlfiremnt
in the house for & whole week. In our family it was our motaer
who educeted us, but our father was the one who had the right
to decide on our feta. On the whele, I cansay that ve were
braught ue wvery Jjustly but very strictly.

"The effeot of edpcatlon fs onlte diiferent Lo the different
soclel clesses, and [ Zmxk found that children who have grown up
under very hard circumstances usially can 8 tand ip agalnst the
hardahipe of life much better. Enforcement of dileciv®line, of
6o wee, chanpges as the chilld grows. I osrsonally do not aoorove
of ao~lying ohyslcal nunlshment after 1 or 2 years of age.

"At the beginning when the Communists took over Bungary in
the first #=y two years 2r so, thers was & very great change 1n
the educetion and nbringing of the culldren. TFirst of all,
ohysical ounishment was abolished, and then the ohlldren were
taught thet they sre ec 1wl with thelr narents or their teachers.
Thls, of course, rssvlted in the authorlty of & nirent or teacher
belng reduced %o zero, and the sitoation at the echools was aw-
ful. Later on, little by little they tried to return to a strict-
er sducational system.

_ As to when parents stonped numlshing their children, resoon~
dent bellieved that ohyeical ounlshment as a rile la abandoned
sarlier for girls than for boys, and if a child ls brought up

in discinline, therse la very little need to emloy physlcal nun-
lehment. Punishment in general le sbandor-ed at ths age when a
chl'd's 21ind is mors or less devuloned and when you oan rzason
with him provwerly and exvlasin richt and wrong to him. "I believe
that butwesn the sgee of 15 and 16, nunishment in genersl 1s al-
ready abandored. "




Resnondsnt waa of the view that there vwasn't much diiference
between the social elmsees in dlscinlining & chilld in Hungary.
Whether or not Communism hes brought ebout many chenges in this
resnect, reevordent salid she could not give an angwer right
away, becausse in her fanily there waa no changé at all.

Regarding discipline employed at gohool before Comminisa,
pesnondent 2ald thet sx the pirls at school usiaally got & rap
on the knuckles, they were 2ut in the corner, the i
teachers sent & note to the -arents warning them about the bad
behavior of the children, and finally they could als> be 8x=-
pelled from school. ¥lth the boys 1ix was sllghtly different,
hecanae esneclally 1n country schools, m boys very aften fot
a comle of slans, and the teachers sven ised the rod now and
then. After the Co=munists took over, physical ounlshment was
comletely abandoned and the children ware aven encouraged to
dsnounce the tescher or »arent who employed »nhysiorl » mlshment
egainst them. The only disciolinary measurs that rezained was
the note of the teacher to the =arent, or dlemissal from school.

dn characteristlcs reepordent values most in a frlend, she
gty said: "A friend -uast remain your friend not only when
things are running emoathly with you, but also when ysu are in
denger and when it meens a dangsr to ths friend to be seen with
yous This eeveclally was very true dr lng Communis=, when many
of the neonle you bulieved to be your friends turned wgi:x
against you or 4id not dare to show themselves with you when you
had been imoriso ed or you had a bad nolitical oast. During the
Communist reglme, this haonened very often, unfortunately. On
the whole, if there is a dapger, this 1s the »roof of wbat sort
of frlends you really have.'

THL END



