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Raspordent's picture contained, togather w th his article on the
role of the intellectuals in Hungary in the July issue of EASY
EUROPE, - probably that picture is somswhat retouched, or it is

from some earlisr time because the features of respondent are
smoother in the pictura than they ars in reality. But the differance
is not preat. As can be seen in the pleture, respondent's hair

is pretty bushy, and it is not sasy for him to keep it dowm. His
eyes nre greyish-tlue and thoy are pretty deep in his face, and even
more hidden becauss of sye-glasses. Hespondent 4s about 5', 6-7"
tall, and is heavy set. His stepe are very smooth, and his nosture
is very streipght enxi energatic but his steps are not.

The most striking thing about respondent is to observe his wvolca,
It 3s full of profound emotions. But the emotions sppesr to be
completely under control. Hespondent never lowsss his temper; he
does not ory out loud, nor he whisper, or do anything thal woyuld
be outwmard signs of emotiomalism. Ha certainly does nobt e xpress
himself goverrmd by emotions, but rather governed by & very clsar
and wall-pondared thought, but his physical voice is full of warm
aemotions, Tocemmeeylrseriaxdeetinosidcs The emotions apoear
to come from the profound dapth of his soul. ¥here hs speaks of
peopla of whom he can say something good, he is eager to do so, and
his expressions are sffexchm affacticnate, and s0 is his velce.
An he speaks, he smokes passionately and his eyes ars looiding very
far. He seldom smiles or laughs, but 1f it doss it is a Jeger
hearty and affecticate amile and hearifelt laughtar.

Dedication and modeszty ond smooth mgreeabllity, but gemuine snooth
agresablaty, seem 1o chersctarize him mors than anything =lse.
Unguestionably he i1a a dedicated persen who 18 in love with his idssls
of freedon and democracy, and in love with his mation and humanity in
general, If he ever hod hatred in his heart toward pecople, he certainly
extinguished the fire of thst emotion. ;s ppproach is profound
understanding, forgivensss end hatred toward 3in snd affection toward
*he sinnar.

I think it 1s partioulerly important to observe that he has a great
many frisnds, not only smong intellsctual leaders, but that he was
1liked end trusted, almo, by the fellow workers in the commeny where
he had a clerical job, and of course, he waa very much Liked and
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highly thought of by his prison and concentration camp inmates.

I have kmomn him for ons and s half decades, and I may be biased

for him because he followed in my footateps in the democratic student
movement I founded in Hungary, which he szo thoughtfully mentions. But
I have yet to find somebody who thinks differently of him.

Duty bound to find, also, negative traits in respondent, I may say
that he iz often disorganiszed bacause he gshoulders too many tasks

and he cammot ful fill all of them in time, He often misses appoiniments
or is woefully late for them because he is afrajid to hurt someonas's
feelirgs by breaking up a conversation, or leseving a meeting.

In spite of the unspeakable sorrow he feels because of the meny lososs
has experienced letely by the fact that many of his best friends and
co-workers were tortured to death by the AVO, and in spite of the

fact that most of the tims he is under the influence of these tragically
shocking experiences, he has kept his very good sense of humour. Although
it may not be apparant in this interview, he likes to joke end not to
take things too seriously if a little sense of humour helps.

I have both observad respondent, and have helped him to breach the
cleavege between the Mmoot ismdodtaprasmricaic oot ke
dospobooixtkmedoflmoei® National Representation of a Free Hungary,
and the Hungarian fatioml Council. His dedicated activiti=e in this
field remind me of his role at the historical Hodmezovasarhely

convert fon. The old Hodmerzovasarhely convention was the concdlusion

of the Balatonssarszo conferences which respondent write of so
eloquently in his articl in the July issue of E/ST EUROPE. It was at

that conference that we actually foonded the anti=-Nazl resistence movement.
The Belatonszarsso conference served only as preparatorys teps to thate
We launched our resistence movement with an anti-Nazl proclomation.

This proclomation had & point which said literally" we identify ourselves
with socialism", In all other points (about bhr stand toward the
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- Hapsburgs, our stand tomard the German Imperialists, the Russian

. Imperdaliste, etc. agreament was ppoportionately achieved, Most of
the time in the 3-day convert ion was lost on debating this one polint
of whether ve identify ourshlves with Socislism, o not. I wan the
leader of the wing vhich opposed this point by 2ll mesns. Voting
upen it wes out of queation beczuse there wes a very disproportionate
representation of various groups of Hungarian youth. Our movemsnt |
Natiorsl Student Unity Movement was represented very inedequatsly but
the pro~-Comwnists snd Scclalis‘s were represanted far btayond their
significence, I mean , of course, the laft wing). They pressed for a
show down upon the proposition. f\‘n more reasonable arguments left
after three days of presenting pros snd cons, I stood up and said |
that I will influencs all people whom I con in the Student Unity |
Hoverent to withdraw from the resistence movement if this point
is accepted in the join—dsclsration. It was then thet respondent
stood up amd suggested that we adjourn further debates of thde
point so thet we ean bring this debtmie to a close, and so that
wa can ~ublish our anti-Nezl snd anti-Oerman imperialist daclssaion.
His move was carried and thus he saved the Hodmesovasarhely conventdoen.

Such rvles of arbitration were very characteristic of respondent in
the following yeers, too, &s I understand from mtusl frismds.

Wihen 1 foundad the Student Unity dovement, Hungarians first democratic
you'h organization, together with a handful of cther dreamsrs anpd
dedicmted persons 1t wes my dream, I should say our dream, snd owr
professed idaa to accomplieh in our student world all the icdesls for
' which we are fighting on the large scale for the entire country - for

5 ‘the entire nation. When respondent jolned our movement, he wasome of
the most eagsr and one of the most capatle co-workers who had the
same cCream and the sams idsal. He carried on the sams work in 'EFLS?

x and the same in the Petofl Circle, and now he is sarving the sams
goals, with the same jdeslism, in the Nntional Representation of the
Fres Hungary. It seems that he i one of those who have really earried
out a great cesal of our fondest dreams to contime on a large scale what
ve started on a smwll scsle.
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UMAJOR SALIENCE AND WARK-UP (U4STION

Respondent hss these points to make in an answer L0 wiat he
thinks are the most important points he thinks an American should
know nbout the events in Hungary during the autumm of 1956:

1."TheHangerinn revolution was sbeolutely spentaneous. It was oot
due to any conspirecy. It wes a general uprising of the entire

population of Hungary.

2."he Compunist indoctrination of the Humgarian people proved a
complete feilure.

3,"he Communist Party and the AVC collapsad by themselves, snd
thars was very little to be done by the revolutlomary forces to get
A0 completely annilhated.

4"z may draw conclusions about the state of affairs in other
satellites from what we exparienced in the Hungarian rewvolution.

5.M1t is nut Hungary end the other so-called satellite countrlss that
gre in danger of becoming breinweshed and indoetrinated. It is rather
the Sovist Undon that 4s in danger of receiving too much, and too
strong influencesfrom Hungary end the other sstellites.

6."The Americen leaders, and the American people should consider thie
sugrastion:

Nedophlo-playing smat bs contimped. The pleture of pure democracy
and ths honoiness in democracy shvuld not be painted to the paople
in bordape 17 the United Stalss i= not reedy to extend help when those
paople rise Lo gain freadom. Suggestive pclicies may be carried out only
if tha fres world's powars have concerted amd well-coordinetad progrems
for that part of the world to which thay ere reluying broadcasts which
suggerts actions to those paople aven though by implication onlye
Uatil, the US meinly; and other countriss of the Western world dacided
upon such policies, only informative programs should be relayed to
Hungaxy, and by no means amy progrsms Which Juggest any nction.®
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CHHONOLOGY OF  PERSONAL EXPERIENCLS, ACTIONS, ATTITUDSS, AND
KEPGCTATIONS DURTNO THE RoVOLUTION

On Oct. 2L, reapondant recsived a egram from the lafess which had been
=z lormed in Sseped University. this telegram, they grested him

as the former first metiomel chairmen of the Wefesz on the ocossion of
the refoundinz of the organization at Sseged University. (Heapondent
rechiived a detailed letter from the Mefesz two days latar,which letter
bore the sane date as the telegram,and in this it was explained to him
that the Sgag:d students conelderéd themselves &5 Wefesz leaders of
the arganieation. Hespondent had been heading and had bsen siesed in

a coup d'etat hy the Bompunists - fellom travelers = on Jamuary, 1947.
The defesz leadership of Ssged Undversity explained that they would
like to fora a mational student parliamant, whose sssigmment it would
be to forma a mtion-wide dafgss but anly after local lsaderships are
electad in asecret ballot. For this purpose, they suggested, that they
would like to have direct comtacis with student organizations all

over the world.) '

Student bodiss in Budspest convaned at various colleges and urndiversitjes.
They convenad as DISZ, as part of the DISZ organization. The meetings
were informsl, mass meetings which had heated and terribly excited
dabates as to whether they shonld form defess within the orpganization.
This leadership tried everything posaible to hesd off disaster, and

tc persuvade mombership not to form independent Hefeeg organizations.

But thess attamp!s were mestly in vain. Soom they called 1a a committee -
a co-ordimating commlittes which was in the process of being formed, and
auch a co-ordinfating committee was set up.

This co-ordiniting committes of the Mdefesz organizations - 2-B- Forum
decided that sympethy demonstrations were %o be held to show solidarity
with the Polish studants and the Polish people. They scheduled this
demonstration at the Bem status. The co-crdinating committos sent 3
rupresontatives to the Fetofi Circle to asit for the opinion and the
advics ofth: Pstofi Cirele leaders. One of the leaders of the Patofi
Circle mdvised these students to carry out their plans, but to hold

a sllent demonstratlion sc as to avold provocation of the AVO who might
try to create aituations in which studenta will do things which make
them gullty of "crimes" which the AVO can retaliste for.
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On the 22nd of October, mimeographed leaflets eppeared the 16 pointa
on thw basis of which the Hefesz chaptera were formed. Seversl, or
even many,student organizastions snd student Commundst Farty orgunizations
had various leaflsta. The Cemaunists demanded liberation and the public
trial of ¥ihaly Farkas ard Vladimir Farkss, and the dismissal of
Sgalay snd Istvan Kovses. They also mentiomsd the exelusive Hungarian
use of the Hungarian Umnium mines (which were exploited complstely by
Russian interests); they also demanded, espocially Hungariane, a nplicatiors
of Bocialism, The Yefasz contaiped the 16 points which apoeared firat In
Szeged, an? at the technical university of Budapest.

Spenking of tha 23rd of “Yctober, respondant tells us that the o ffaect

of the laaflats reachad far beyond the students, “espondent refars to
the leaflets which contained the 16 pointa. You could see 2uch 1n plans,
on bulletin boards, in offices, on tress, on the walls of houses, In
the morning thelr wers several officeas of fisld workers who wers not
tisd lothose of fices who had togo out to various nlaces Lo check on
oparatione - guch of fices were wery likely to bé anpty by mbat of those
who were rol t lad down to omo place of work - thers were other offices
which also bacame enmpty -~ at least ino oart.

O Y RN 3 K SN MO X K A IR 8 N X S

Respondent cz=lled one of his close friends up and took one of ths
motor eyvelss of the comrany for which he woried - the Iron and
Btemails shop - with him.The merch of the demomstrators started

gome time ago, about 10:00 s.m., and riscvondent and his frisnd saw

the marchers on the various rounds (the wuricus colleages had bsen
scheduled by the Jefeaz leaders %o march on the various rounds temard
the Bsm atztueyf). Heapondent and his frisad joired the marchere for
the stetus. Hespordent found it strlking that many uniformed soldlers
took part !n the demonmatrations; thase soldiara were studying at
various crileges. Haspondaent stood glose to the Bem statve, and closa
to the bullding of the Foreign liniatry, and he saw metloral Dags

in several places. He also saw atme Kessuth emblens shown by studanta,
and with the ery:"That's vhat we manti"™ Chears wont up everywhare,
and emblers appeared. ‘here was tremendous &nthusiasm and & reat
confusicn everywhere. Croups chanted slogans and demmrds. ¥any old
time frisrcs, former youth leaders, were cited by respordant. la

saw ore hungarian flapg with the Communiet cods of arms ceversd up,
and he saw cna yruth fixing this flag on the Ban status, ard wlen
pacple saw this, respondent reports, a tramendous cheer went up and
tha Natlorsl Anthem was sung, although it was unacheduled to be sugp *hmn,




374
HIR . IX fé

Confusion, respordent recalls, was ceused by the fact that Lhere
were no loud speakers provided.

Thare wers saverel speeches given by people at the bBom atatue and
nore and mora chants were audible. Une of thiem demanded the toppling
of the Stalin status. He reports that saveral Folish flags appeared
in the crowd,

By 2:00 PM, the crowd started leaving slowly and pert of those who
laft went to the Petofl statue. Hespondent saw crowds everywhers

in the strects and about 3:00 or 4:00 even more paopls joirmed the
crowda. By flve o'clock the sultitudes swellied fo an enormous sisze.
dore and mors trucks apreared and were fllled with psople end flags
and the naws was brought by peonle abort iha attespts to topnle the
stalin statoa.

Assponiant phoned two friends sxchanging view ard informstion, Ha met
adl time friends send went with them to the Farliamernt. Since thay
ware ntt abla to hear Gero's spesch dirsctly, he want uvo Xm to

the home of one of his friends to listen to it over the radio; who was
living mearby. It was there that they listenad to Garo's infamous
apgach. Thev eypaocted that Garo would anpounce his megiz resignation
and hand over the povermment to Iore Hagys "1 lockad with anxiety

and fear tomard ths ovents. .ths events that would probably follow.",
regpondet reports. "As we sat later at an axoressc (smell cafe) we '
heard thenmble of tanks and =aw Hungarian tanks a ppre2ching. Ve went
to ses what wsould hapran and met other friemds zrd saw in pruat
amazement az tanks and armoured cars came rsople jumped up to them

and spoke to the soldisre:"Boys, don't mteay un. YTour officsrs may
aiglead you. Pon't btelisve tham!® The most important advice that
peopile gave Lo the soldiers spalin and agaln, was: "Don't go sgalnst
ths paople! Den't pgo ag@inot, don'™t do anything againat the peopl:'s
#111" Beapcadant reporte that the soldisrs ware non-comnital butsoms
of thaz nodisd and showed friendly facss. &x

As respondent went around town with the motoreycle, sbout 11:00 B

e saw the [irel barricsades ralsad at the Vestarn RR terminel anpd

from thera he went to Rakoez] S8uare and gaw the srmoured car in [ lawmen.
At another place, he saw the Horizont and Horizong idenlogical

Tpubl ications burpsd b snthusddstic people. He saw barricedes alsewhere
being built by people "apainst Red Eusaian attacks", He zlso hesrd
shooting by then and the SZIFHA of "fes, he saw eople conquering the
placs. Tha =ame haprensd at the rinting office of VUROS BSILL,
taspondent was in fromt of the building of the HZABAD WEP, thes official

tonmunist Pasty organ when it was invadsd end the red star on the Hld.
{emolished,
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Hespondent wirhes to emphasis that there was no wantan distruction
in sny of those places. 11-1 this respact, ke remaris, it vas a very
honorable rovolutionary ravolelution.

On the the morning of the 24th of Oct., the"Revolutiomery Council

of Intellsciuals " wps formed meinly by intsllactuals betwean 30 yra
and 40yra, who were {REEREY REERFTXGIEFY AXEROEN A IS ESLRAEL. no
Communists. They sel up their meeting place in one of the rooms of
the Lew School &f the JOSEPH EOTVOS UNIREESITY. Their aims were to
collact ‘nformation to corduct associations zimed at cor-crdination of
various forces in the revolution, and the wording of demands, and

the communication of thope demands tovard the government. Also, tie
coordimtion and tha direction of the fight of studsnts and & lisison
with other groups. Mearby was in a building of the departmsnt of
Pnilgspphy sheRBvolat/on Studant Council, snd the Hevolustiary Council
of I tellectusls vas very an xious to keep very close gontact with
theRavolutiomry 8:udent's Council .

The 25th, the Evoluticnary Council of Imtelloctuals slected a delegrtion
of gix or seven, iccluding respondent, to see Igry Hagy. This delagation
was headed by a2 University P rofessor. Then they saw Imre lagy they
damsnded sbove all the releass of the arresatad studenmts « The delegtion
condusted magotistions with the Cabinet members, Vas, Jansa,dunnich

and Erdei, and they discuesedrseveral pointa with them. Almoat every
membar of the delejation spoke. Then they saw Erdai in his office, and
cemplained to him sbout the presence of Hussian tanke around tha
Parliament ard askéd hilm whether the Hungarian government was so shaky
that Russian tanks tad to coms to guard it, srdai answerad, with an
irmmocent sir: " Are our tanks here at all?®

Yhen teélking to Jurnich, they asked him whaather the rumeur thatPiros,
the former minister of Interior was still there &nd was it Srua of no%,
and whether his presence did not endangera democratic transformation
of the government, funsish/ answered that this rumour was completaly
untrie s that he had his former comrades from the Spanish Civil ¥ar
with him tc aselst him in his efforts. Respomdent remarks that 1t was
apperent that lénnich was &n utterly crude and clever megotisator. The
delegation also objected to the presence of Former ‘inister Bata, and
they received the enswer mckx from Minister Janza that Bata was there
only to hangle the buniness. As they negotiated withVas, they notlced
that Vas we gverly and hitchily dedging fox.
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When fimlly they nagotiated with Imre Nagy, the leadsr of the
dalegation - tha University Professor - declared that their
confidence in him was shaken, antl several matter had to be cleared -
for irstamce, the calling in of Russian troops. Imry Nagy replied that
hedidn't call them in, a5 at that time he had not ‘een dinister yet.
The same war true, Friemler Nagy imsisted, about the Marshall Law
being daclared by somebody else, not by hime At the same tima, Premier
Nagy remarkad be thought it was right for crimipal cases to be
countarsd by martial law, so as {0 prevent chaos. As the msin point
of the negotiations, Imre Hagy dellared himself to be willing to
accept the 16 pointa of the demands of the students with which the
Intellectal Council (Hevolu!ionar Council) identifiad itaelf.

T*ra Naogy did d.clara that the government had its specific plans ard
that it did interd to improve all errors, end to make good for any
injustice. Bs wanted to make = country that is based on law, justice,
end the bapde principles of humanity.

Hespordenl aunksd during the nsgotiations Inre Nagy whather or not

he wan inforied that in the basemant of the Fetofi, political officers
of the Acadewy haddx apd of the Vinistry of Lefenss, sudente who had |
thought of the revolution, were arrested.(respondent had learmed hia
from=n /rmy Colonel, a surgeon =ho had been informed by a sick priscner
who had besen taken to him). Iwre Nagy asked respondant whether he had
tlaked to llinister Janze, Respont and others answered that he had talled
8lready to !inister Jrnza, but that he claimed he had had no knovled;e |
sbout what they told hime I re Magy promised to inveatigate, and told
the Revolptiomry Council of Intellectuals that they may chack on the
progress of his investigation.( Hespondent remarks that the next day
the studants who had been held captive were relsased and that thay vent
to the Council to exuress tneir eppreciaticn).

Respondent raocalks that it mes late in the night when thay [ nished
thelr nagotintiors, ind they had to smesk lack in the dark to tha
meating of tiw Hevolutionary Coumcil of the L tellectuala. Whan thay
arrivec ek they recorted on their progress of the negotiations. It
wan the first tine taat respondent had & chance %o smrkteeoiripeiks in
the last two days. 82t sométhing"

Hespondent orefora to speak about the next four days - that 13, tie
say the 2Bth, 27ch, Bth and 29th without meking any diatirction of daye
on which the events Gook place.

It wan verhaps om the 30th, respondent dries to remembsr that the
Fetofi Circle was re-organized, and its moobership emtended. A [rest
meny people apolied %o bucome memb.rs. It wa: a3t that sessicon that
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that respondent was slacted Ghairmen of the Petofi Circle.

The Petofi Cirdl: 1ike other democramtic institutions recelved
promises and vehicle which were taken & ay from In tituitns which
had bean abandoned. This is how the Petofi 8ircle recelived the
oremises of the Tervhivatal { Flan Buresul, and also recsived

15 cars and they modern printing shop. The leadars of the Fetofi
Circle had grest plams. They samiodmx meant to have 8 diddly ocaper;
g2 weskly paper and & monthly magaznine. Hespondant wis present when
the printing office was takon over and the sditorisl staffs were
organized. Respondent had & great part in the nsgotiations, apd he
maintaing that everything mans almoat rendy to launch their projects
on Hov. 4, when the great tragedy came.

Jt was probably on Nov. 1, that the representatives in tha sxecutive
committee of tha forces of law anxx! order met to see Premiers Megy.
Hespondent was among them as representative of the Revolutionary
Council of L. tcllectuals. Dudas was also among them - one of the
moat reknowned leaders of the Freedom Fightars, and there were
other rempresentatives of othor art groups. Dudas went to respondent
and Invited hir to po to this meetirg with the Vinister phesant.

®
Yhen they enterad the Farlisment it atruck respondent that the bullding
of the Forlioment wes completely unguardedand their were complete
1ines of discrganieation within the building. Ha says that some thirty and
forty, well-armed and disciplined paople could have captured the
bldg. of the Farliamsnt easily. It wes Dudas who started nsgotiations.
He eriticized Imre Magy govermment very severely, and spoks out not
only sguinst the Party membersof the government, but also aginst
opporturnists who serve every govermment like Zrdei and Bogrnar. Dudas
actuslly intended to spesk out againat Zollan Tildy a= well, but
finally he was dissusded by mrticipants of the conference. The
negotintions tended to come to & comoiusion that, damocoratic parties
siiould be refounded and thelr representatives should ba delsgated
to form = government. Jmre Nagy was concerned about practical matters
end conpiained that people still fired at Comunist Party Fdga. He had
. received that report. Raspondent remarks that it turred oyt that
the actual situatdion wes just the reverse. There were shots fired
&t Fresdom Fightors from Copmunist Hdgts . The question of the
treatmant of the members of the AVH was up on the agends and at last
they apreed *hat the AVC members had %o ba turrsd over to the police.
The qusstione of how pablic order could be secured and malntained =as
very important in the conferance. Respondant reports that he saw that
I re Nagy had a yermuine feslin. of responsibility and way very anxious
1o see that things did not lassve their hands, At last they agreed in
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a joint statement. The Revolutiomary Council of ths Folics
co-operated very well, respondant explains. Oszke and Censrsl
Pocze were rnpr-&umting the Revolutlopary Couneil of Police.

Respondant also give account of a visit to Cardinal Windsenty. Three
members of the mommmxy provisiomsl exechitive committse of the
Revolutionary Council of Intellectuals went to see the Cardimal and
handsd over & memorandum to him which conmtained a few suggestions to
ineclude in his speach which was achaduled over the radio. They asked
the Cardinsl to include inm hir epeech a wmarning? that any action
other than tsking pecple who sre corsidsred gullty of soms orime
captiva ls sllowed only kusmngcoompooneaxrizssciasx 2 (ter dus courte
of the law. That is to say after the pecple are considersd guilty, or
ars suspected of guilt, have a trddl. Hespondent reports that the
Cardiral wmas very graceful, and shosed apnnuht-lun for thalr sugrestions
and promised to ineclude them in his speech. Among the peopls who
stood in a cue to see the Cardinal were poople of sll classes und all
walks of life.

Respondent recslls that in the few days of freedom, mainly the 1,2, and
3rd of Nowember, he witneased a great meny moves toward reafounding of”
political rarties and other organizatiors. He says that he thinks back
on theee daye with gdmiration and with some shudder, bescause tha moat
unselfish pond, thamocat devotaed servant was contrasted by the
gmergence of svple-polishers, and joinars apd sven pushara. Peonla

who were sagar to receive good Jobs and good sssignments were eapger

to join partisa. They were mixed with those who wanted to do the
greatest posible thing for the cmntry (aside from sacrificing thair
livesz) - to devote their lives in unselfish sarvice o ths common good.
Respondent spent moat of his time in the Hevolutiomary Youncil of

I tallectunls, int eh l‘avﬂlutiumr;. Council of Students and in the
Petofl Circle. He helpad to sea the firct issus of the nevsnaver to

be comrlated, which rewspaper never did have & chance to appear, as
respordent regreta.

It haprened prior to the sacond attack of the Husainns, in fact, ome
day hefore whan he was elected Chalrman of the Torker's Council of
his oon comany whare he norkad,

On the 3rd of Movamber, a business meeting of the Petofi Circle mas held,
in which all current matters were trented very sericusly end affectively.
They sl1s0 talked sbout the denger of an immenent Hussien attack, ard

some peonle had reports that the Husaians axtanded thair wide guard trucks
50 far a3 Debrecen. As the meeting went on, it mwas Interrupted thst

there had baen an sgreemsant. achleved with the Rusaiana, A mast chesr
went up and people stocd up as ope men end ssng the Hationsl Anthem, with
teere in thelir eyss,
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When in the morning houra of Wov. 4, respondent heard Imre Nagy's
ammouncement over the radio, he imuediately went to the Rewolutlonoary
Council of Intellectusls and of Studanta at the University amd took
s sub-mschins gun. Not long after he arrived there at headquariears,
a2 Frenck radio msn fron the radio cslled Euroms &., &8 certain
densisur Talljiers ifnterviewsd respondent, and respondent told hiz
thet he saw no hope to oreserve, or to regain, Hungar lan freedom.
But he considared it a ssored duty tokesp fighting. The radio man
recorded respondent's statement, and it vas played over tha French
radio, Furops 1, GEespondent now stayed ut headquarters until he
had destroyed all papers and ymoommods thought he would hold out
there with othera who hurriesd to the offlice.

He did hold out until Nov. 7, when they were surrourded by Hussian
tanks which starting shelling their bullding. After a while, thay
withdrew and disparsed, "ith 2 friend he went to anothar friends
rocm and then to a studant dormitory whers the students were amed
and the resolved to residét to the last man. Szabo Bacsi and his
group were also mesrby, end they had a charca to exchange their
views, Sgsbo Hacsi animeated people to resistancs, not only by his
herode axample sxk and Yy sensible, encouraglng words, but also
with rusours which he voiced with grest persuvasion. According to

s inforssticon, on Nov. 18, or so, a UN Comrittee was dua to
grrivs ip Hungary npd that Committes needed proof that ths Hungaraks
wers still fighting, and hamanaged to drgenize even greatsr resistencs.
Hundredit of freedon fighters disd becsuss they meant So serva tholr
paticn Yy holding out until the UN Comnittes would mrrive.

Besrordent calla the second part of Nov, and Dec. "phaes of the
FHori=r's Couneil®. All Vorker's Councilismere slready in operation
and took an even more active pert in directing the Metions'

Lifs end they btizacande the sctusl scurces of suthority. They

enjoyed uranimous conficdence of ths populstion. Respondent remembers
theso Uorker's Couneils with words of admiraticem, and he says tlat
their fonetioning wae demcoracy at ite best.

The Hovoluticnary Souncil of Intellectusls sent a llaison 1o the
bydgpant Centre Vosker's Couneil to te informed on its actions. Thasa
Worier's Gouncil could have made a hapry democratic country cut af
Fungary had not thair powsr, and best leadars, baen ammilhsted, or
leaders sen' to prison. fdespondent sxpleins that they geve uvp hope
resuctantly, and they triad their level best to seve as mch of the
fresdom =5 possitle - of the freedom for which they had fought so dearly.
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Sven when thelr hope was fading, mest of them thought it was

thair eacred duty not to abandon their comrades and not to

abandon 'he Hungarian pecnle intis hour of trials snd tribulations.
Nevertheless, the power of the Communist Stata a pparatus was on the
increase and fadar managed to get s0 much telp from the Soviel
occupation forces that it had s vary good chance to reorgmnise ths
country on Comunist lires with all the well-known methods of
intimddation and degradation.

It was on Dac. 4th, when respondent decided with two friends of his
to fles, and they cross to Auatrim on Dec. 5th.

£s Tha Helovasiog.

When respondent 1s asked about his expectations with r=apect to

tha Hed Army when it had begun its "retreat”, this is his answer

"I expactad that the elementary force, the irristible force, of the
Hungarian revolution would compdk the Sovist Union to lsave Hungs ry.
It is still oy conviction that the Soviet Union rezlly eonsiderud,

and intended to do this, but unexpected svente such &s the Anglo-
Franch invasion of Egypt, and America's well sdvertised limited
interest in World Affadrs, in mrt because of the elsctions, amnd lack
of sufficient interest, aven when Hungary's Premier snnounced Hunza ry!
neutiality, then the conflicts in the Near Eeat - ell of these un-xpacted
eventa - prompted the Sovist Unlon to changs 1is sttitude.

When respondent i1s asked when it wes he first heard that the Soviet
withdrawal had besan haltad, he answers: that ho heard imnediately
tha! aftor the Soviet hed retrseted “ram Pudapost they dug around
Budapest and occuried three rings aroumd the City. Hegpondent elso
remarks that the Hussian could never have besten the Hevolution if
they had used only the troops which had besn sistioned in Hungary for
Bome time, or been in tha other satlellitsd countries,

Respordent paw “ussisn tropps returning only on Nowv. 4.

Reppondant told & grest depl a mejor lines of hiss etivitise from
the tims of the Med Army's return to the time of his encepe, s ha
alsc spoke of his sscape in his story elaborately enough.

s Yonciusjon:

When respondent is asked whether or not le thirks that on tha vhole
Hungary bss gained because of t he revolution, he answera a very
enthusiaetic "Tes", end he goes en: "By all mevrs, the Hungarian
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Revolution was s phase in mational hiatory which has become an
gsset for all similar moves for freedom and independence in the
future. It will always be a point of dsparture for thought, and
inspiration, like the fight for freedom and indapendence in 1848
has bean up to date. Psople will think and sayt"If wa Hungarians
ware abla to accomplish such a fantastic acts of heroism and
dedication in 1956, we cen do it ancther time again, because our
nation feara slavery more than death." '

" During the revolution, the unity of the nation was greater than
ever b:fore; selfless devotion, love and charity tomard their
fallow men rose to heights unimsginable before bascause of its
generosity.

"The Hungarisn nation proved to the world that Communist indoctrination
is not somsthing tha free world has to rsckon with in Hungery as

an asset of the Hads Ssoooddsdifigomathsrxciher failure ia a liability.

"The r evolution produced such leaders and mede tham known to the
Hungarian pecrle whose smergence will prove very us ful in the
future.

"The rsvolution and the post-revolution era produoced Torker's Councils
which showsd & way (psver tried ) to plant-sutonomy which was

democrstically built up from the grsss roots and wal“Feactionary imany
WY

"The Hung risn revolution made such a deep impression vpon the
world that Hungary became s headlins toplec for months and arousaed
aincars intereat in the fres world towards Hunpary as well as toward
the antire arsa which Ja strugiling for its freedom.

" The revelution demonstiated that the Communiet Party didn't mesa
have any rersl power in Hungery: In five daye, it becams lsas than
the shadow of its former self. We may arrive at the concluaion that
the same would happen in case of revolutions in other satelllite
eountries.”
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EXPECTATTONS OF HELP FROJ THE WEST DURING THE REVOLUTION

This is respondent's gewakiwm answer to the cucstion of what
he expected from the West:

"I expected that Imre Nagy's govermment would be morally supnorter
firet of all, and most of &ll, by the United Mations, but also

by statementsof govornmentd of the free worid, and by radio and press,
and TV more than it wae,

"I alsc considered it right awl very necsssary that the Radio Free
surope identify itself - ith the aims of the revolution, and that
it sccept Imrw Megy's government as & orystalization point, and an
issue which has to be dealt with later, which changes in visw whmn with
prospecto aré®Sery much better imk: government.

Hussian
"After the second aggression, when Hungary's Premisr amounced
the beginning of a war between Hungary and Sovist Hussia, it ought
to have bacom: clear to the free world that sn indepandent mation
wanied war with an aggressor. Then the fige world ought to have
se=n the situation in such & light, and ought to have seen that on
that day -Mov. 4~ snother war of conquest was launched by the
Soviet Updon, and the free world cught to bave taken a stend
accordingly,

"Hungary didn't expect armed help from the Fent becmuse ws knew
that it could have meant tha ocuthresk of World War 111, but g= a
minimuy we expected the representatives of the free world, that
the 11 resolutions passed hy the United Matione wmxisx with an
overwielmingss jority would be carried out as thoroughly as the ones
masad in the matter of sggression in Egypt.

"I certeinly cxpected thet the Seerstary-Oensral of the UN would
fly as head of & urdt and & UN Committes at onca when Hungary announoced
nsutrality, tut at the very latzst when Imre Napgy szked for help.

"1 akho expectad that Hungery's neu ral s'anderds be immedistely put
on the agenda of the United Nations with recognition in view.

" Since the exodus of the Hunpa~ians we have sxnected by "Hunge. isn
suestion®, peimarily not the metter of the refugaes but the problem
af theBunzarian peoole in Hungsry be met end ths people whoss flipht
for Iresdom wna dro=ped in blood be mccapted and axanined, and thet
avernss e found to make the Sovlet Union obey the riselutions of
the Upitad Iﬁq,ﬂ.mﬂ-
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] think that ths Sovist Unlon pave opoortunity for the

refugees to fles for aboul more than a month— almost two

months — s¢ that the problem bf Hungary be dulibarated to

s probl=m of refugees in the &yes of the freo world, Of course
ths free world should be smarter and not fall into this Trap.

It should help the refugees by all means Lo go to coun ries whers
they can be fres, but at the same tims, it should not losa sight
of the Mot that Hungary is emsleved and the Hyssian forcas are
staying in thngry to mke sure that the stamina of the peopls be
broken in rpite of all the resoluticns of the UN."

B, Then respondent 1s asked on what basis ha formed his expectations,
he comss up with the following snewer:

MThe gosl of the UN is to seldls difficolties emsrging betwean

two member pations, and if thare is an armed conflict, as thers was

in the cmsa of tha sscond aggress.ion carriedn out by the Sov Union
against Hungary on Kov, 4 and subsagquent days and weeka, u::m
Tosuch 8 caes, the UN Gharter,ss well ss all its professed aims and
115 view of succezssful o sctices would ¢{ndicated that such a conilict
should not be decided by bruts force - that is say ,by mperiority
of numbers, or of military squipmant ard training, but by megotistions,
plabesgites end other methods of tha free world -~ methods wihich are
worthy of the name "damocratic.”
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SOCTAL CLASS STRUCTURE AND ATTITUDES

L. Raspondept's fether werled es 2 jourreyman tailer. He died in
1925 when the respondent was three years old. From then on, of
course, hismolber wea the bread winner of the family, She worked
g8 a seamtress for n dress shop. She died in Sept. 1950.

Hespondent 's (amily wae cuite poor and no positions whataocsver.

Both hie father and his mother had oply sight-grades of zrade
echool, that is to say, bthe equivalent of that in the Hungarian
gchool sys ten.

B. Sopisl classaes.

Leoording to respondent, there are the following social classes in
tungary - workers, peasastry, intelligentsla, smployees, theclasa
sloments, and Party acistocrecy. cmplyges could slso be called clarks.
Hesporndent means by them in minor and meédiccrs jobs in tusiness, hoteds,
restaurante, with Hi'c sdx post office, etc.

Responcent had the falleving personel contaot =ith thes a various classes.
e had & pgood deal of contae: with workers, both while in prison ard

in mison camps and after he got out of prison for slx montha, he =8
an wnakilled laborer hinsaelf. Latar on, hs had contact In hle company
with pary workere. It wap whils in this commpy that ho Ni=zself was

in @ catagory "hich he cplls employees, or cdlsriks and of course, then
wd comtact with a gest mny whe alse fell inlo the sams category.

At the same tima, rroviensly respordent bhad In nary jobs, bafore
imprisorment, a vary good contact with mewbors of the intslligentsia
and he upheld of his contacts afier hiz rolsars from prinmon. He waa
nars of an intellactsal and polltical movement which waybe coreider d
tha ‘hird aide- 8 truly dsmcerasic movement »ith truly damocretic ldeals
and methods. hespondent wis napt of this since 1943 when he joinnd the
studarnt, Unlty Jdovemaatn which was Hungry's firat democratic student
sweme it . He soon bacane tno of these central loaders of this movemant
16 aiter thoe sar he beouss the first natiomsl chairman of the free

and d=ioepatlc Hunmirian novement for atudents which was frunded then
under @ new nape, but with Lha same ideals of domocracy thet tho Student
Unity Uovement had astablishaed In the yaars 1942-44. Hasponderd, never
ionnod 7o be n msmbar of that iotallectusl apnd politicsl movemsnt which
aat purs dempcracy ae ibe gral. int his conpsctlon be hig gppact with
the oure imtellsctuals end with reasants —~incirsctly thiu Lsdcers
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Khen respondent 1 ssled what his own attltudes towards thass
groups are, he sugpests that this is such a complicatad answer
that he could enswer only in an slaborates lecturs.

Fespondent feels that he lelongs to the intslligentaia.

He feels that mxmsk¥ that the class which was hardest hit by
Bommunism was the Workers. They were hardeast hit, first of sll,
by an exaggerated nerm system. labor hod too hsavy burdens to
earry, and too low wapes to live on.

€.  Mags Ovinions:

HEeapondent declined to amswoar on the sgme grounds he declined to
eay when his own opinion waa asked about clagsas. Ye thinkas that
this topie is highly complicated, and no brief arswor cenks given.

€. Socisl sdsuncemmut.

Eespondent holds that the chances In Lommunist E for amy
individusl to get ahead were determined by the following factors

in ‘ssquence of lmportance:

Ebowe all, the persons politiesl attitude ma revealed by his words

end deeds; secondly, his claas origin; thirdly, his talept and

his accomplishmente. In meny cases talent was oven o mxkixmiy the last,
raspondsot explaine,becansa:"Tinking heads ware not favored bty

the Communists who wantad %o have willing "yes"™ man sbove all.

They wanted to have fanatacism X in torning out orders, an in
believing in the Peity, in ths omnipotenca of the Farty, rather

than membara who were famtic in belisving in idsology and who
interrupted Futnkmpx i{declogy with their om minds.”

Faspondent says that ths new course had some affacte and it started

& process which was impossille to stop. They checked it for avhile,
but never mareged to stop it, 4n this process, talant started counting
for more.

Speaking about him as a person, ths type of individuasl to pet ahesc
most and best in Communist Pungary who pirsted editorials. It was
even peasible, resvondent tells us, that people cheated and invented
data of confersnces, of Ferty Congresses, and of suthors -Communist
guthars - to which they didn't know to whom to refer when arguing,
and no om2 waa sble %o check whether they were ripght or not. Such
peonle were greatly respected far grest knovledpge of Party idealogy.
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RELIGION

A, Whan respondent is asked what did religion plasy in Hungarian

life, he said: "Religlous 1ife bocame more profound in a greet many
punpie. dany of them found refugs in the church ard othars went there
just by naturel oppodgitéon to Communism. Many,otherwise not devout
psoola, hecams good ehurch memb.ors,"

But resporident also explains that the publicity which was orevelert

in education as a whole could not be avoided in the matter of

religious instructions, sven. Many peoble wontad to hava their children
receive mligious linsfruction, but suffered groat disadvantages 1°

not complete loss of their bread and hutter 1f they wers registersd as

reactionarys who have thelr children visit for feligious instructions,

Thus, people had to do thia secreotly.

Reapondent thinks that it was the Catholie religion which was the
herdest hit, becaun it had the greatast influsnce over the nation,
and haads of the church worded their ststemsnts regarding Communism
in unemivocal taran, and laft no doubt as to their absolute
opposition to Communimm. The othar reason, raapondent says, is
becanse there wers extremsly fes trpitors among Catholic Priests,
and even Catholic Ity lav loaders.

dpeaking of tther religions, respondent says thet many Frotestant
leadars were toc comciliatory toward Communism, and Communiets

mmaged to find substitutes for peopls who heroleally roesisted
Communism, ard these sutstitutes were resdy to enter compromising
agreaments. Respondent thinks that lutherens on the whole resisted
atrongar. Ha particularly points to Blshop Ordas. Among Calvinists
reaponcent outs his fingar on smallsr sschelom, particularly tha
Bethzsda group who offersd herofc resistence t0 Communiat infiltretion.

Respontunt 'a viewa on the affect of Commurdsm an Judsi=m are the
follewing:"Zionism wae considered a politfcsl orime," ha said, "and
Zionigts were affected t'e worst. There was an orgakbesd, half-way
llegal immigration Lo Iarael, adminiotered by Zionists, and its

nars wasbriha. Psopls involved in Brihas ope sations ware jailed,
{espondent himself and = Zionist Habbl were togothsr in prison. The
Hebbl's pamo wap Vreilach, ami he ras with Zlonists from the sc—cualled
llal group. Both of thess Jews, respondsnt gxplained, mide themselves
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inmiepandent from the regime's effect. They withdrew to their
commmities and remained politically intact. There were many

among the reformed Jows who became,in 1945,Fsrty llembers.

They bocame members bscaunsa thejy had been undar very severe
oppression during the time of the Hazi influence and Fazi ruls

in Hunghry. They thought that Communism was the strongest opposed
to Mazism and Fascism, and so0 it would be a mest positive toward
Jaws. A great meny Jews bocame sutomatically Far'y members end

did think much of it. They found refuge, they thought, in the Farty.

In the iixx highest strat: of the Farty there were marny lepdars

of Jewish crigin, Hespondent uses the wordz "Jewish origin" bhecauve
most of them didn't ractice their religion enymore, &nd hac no
church affiliation whatascever. These leaders themselves resen'ed that
there be mny Jews in the middle and lower eschslons, 80 as to
putbalance thelr prasence on the high level. This may seem z paradex
respondent adds, but it is quite obvious to him. A real dedicated
Farty leader e nc more a Jew just a= he 12 no more a Catholie or

& Protastant, but he belongs to the creed of Communism, and he

acts 1iln ona, a2 on2 in the Commanist fold, should.

B, Porsonal relijgious 13fs:

To the guestion as to whather religion is an important fmctor in
his lifs, rescondent answers that i% 1s a dull questlon. He explaima
that ha believes in God and hze his own persoral religion, if one
can call it so.

Respondent says that doenbtless he la less religion then the average
parson in bungary - b2 thinks it @ less important factor im his lifa,
than in the life of Xwx his parents; at the seme time, he dossn't
wall lmow, but would guess, it is glso less isportant in his Life than
In thm life of the avarage person Iin Hungary.

Q, Churgh function:

tha respordent's opinion, a relation between church and stata should

l:n that of comnlats semmtion. Speaking of the role of churches in
aducatlion, & sxys that even pursly rstiomel ln thinking thet youtk

be given r-ﬂl'giuuﬁ instruction,he suggests. neligion gives young men
an atoiecgl sttitude, he explains, and what else ls more important in

® parson 8 lfe than baving principles. isle for imstonce, even such
practical mstier as understanding the mcmnind= history of Vestern
eglture, yeou cannot do it without knowing Christien relizion.
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Commnists had a lmrd tims whan they taught art history te youth,
and vere forced to explain the Virgin «ary and othor saints amd
parsons in Bible when it came to explain works of art.

Hespondent suggesis that no censorship of anmy sort be grantad to
church authorities, but thet they s hould have the right to air thelr
visvs throuwh press and radio.

Churches should by no means taka an active politienl role in any
indevendent Hungary, respondent sugpests.

At the same time, he emphaczises that Christiznity has an ideclogy
that ¢an be the bosis of politicsl thirking and attitude. First,
paftics may be formsd whioh choose Christian principles ss idaclopy
and which psrticipats in politiecsl life. Thus the teneta of the
church may tramsnire in politiecal life.

This is respondent's sumnery of the entire gquestion:

"The ultimete goals of humen 1ife, end the basic tenets of humsn
behaviour should be repres-nted and taught by the churches, and
political merties - that is to sgy, party leaders and party members -
should learn from them and should meke up theirminds as to how to
reglive them in every day rractical life later.®

D, The Jewi=h minar

When resporcent lo asked whether the Jewish religlon has almo bwmen
hurt by Communisn, this is his reply."lNot to any lesser extent.

Chruch was church for the Commundsts and they saw no difference betwoen
one or the cther-basic difference - they were interested in making

one fold of peonle ;that is the Communist fold. The Yinlstsr Presidant
of the Hevolution, Imre Hepgy, is also of Jewish crigin” respondent
explains. "lary Ragy's family are Jewish.

In the revolutionary organizations and among the fighters themshlves
there were many people of Jewish descent, and also many Jews.

Take Osbor Tanozos, of the Fetofi Circle, who i5 of Jewish origin.
One of the commanders of the Student Civilian Guard was a religious
Jew, Among the foremost writers, prelude to t he revolution, one can
find several of Jewish origin. ‘i‘nke Gyula Hay, Tamas Aexel, or
Andras Sandor, respondent himmelf saw them among the Jevish fiphters.




o T

?u'?f fuouza |

THe FINGARIAN YOUTH
Respondent means youth when we apesak of people between 16 and 30.

5 ons

Respondant thinks that youth started tne revolution, gave it & decides
push because of ite natural readiness to be achive, and he thinks that
youth has ¢he lion's share among the {ighters.

Spenking of the six months befors the revolution says that the resction
to the intellactusl fermsnt which writsrs and the Patofi Circle
reprasantad wae greatest among tha vouthe.

Respondent says that youth had the leading rols in the denonstrations,
and the sams 18 true is sbout the fighting, to which he hag alreacy
refarred.

Hara ara restopdent's visws as to why it was youth who took the Lead
rather thaen the oldar pooplss

"In a revolution, it is mecessary that youth take the leading role,

Youth is inclined to be ssper, to promote charges for the better;

concepts wordad by intellsctual leadsrs are undarstood and carried out |
best by youth. Youth hes less to loss. But Hurgarisn youth mas more |
dixsatisfied becsuse the rogime gave good chances to youth to get ahead.
Student dommitories, cateteries, the relinquishing of ecartain fseu,

and many othsr advantapges were given to youth and the students of the
colleges and universities were already screened, and Commnists worse

very anxious not to hawe sny heetile elemenis mixk among thew. But the

real explamation for the acts of youth lie in the semsibility and
sensitiveness of youth which couldn't bear the duplieity which was

manifest in the words officially written and spcken amd in renlities

of svery day lils.

nTn the history of educstion m mew chapter hss to be opepned under the
title "negative education”. dxplsliniug how Communist ecucation achievad
the opposite to what it wee aimed at. Youth dsremieuirisnooecc

revolted sbove all to the fundumentsl hypocrisy of the Communist
syshem."

The clder generztion considered yooth the peraans who dared to say

and carad 1o realize the iders conceived amd cherished by them es well.
Youih esked for advica and guidance, and the more experienced oldar
people were gladly ready Lo give them what they asked for. These

are resvonlents' viswe on the raltionship batween the elderly geraratlon
and youth relative to the revolution.
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C. Educationsl Svtems

Haspondent 's ldeas about the schools amd gducetiomsl sysidm in

Hungary during the last ten years in Hungary sre expressed in the
following stateaments

"This entire question is worthy ol a rusearch project. Brisfly, 4t

may be staled that the gr etest gshort cosing of Communiatl education

wss the fact that schools bsocsme Soursed rether than schools. Inntead

of tha idesl of "exparis" beceme the idesl in educatlon. In place of

High Schools, which had the untire carmon in nind whea aetting up their
programs, 2 high mmbsr of wocationmal high schools ware ostablisbed,

such & ¢ "Dairy-product High Schools", "Railrosd deintengnoe Hipgh Schools™,
"Homd Bullding High Schools," - all of these were glmed at producing

n typse of = person whoxe is unsffected by argrt."l_i"ag, end ¢an move

orly within his own little cell in 1life. In addition, tha forcibls
screaning of pupils ss to class origins nd politioal attitude maturally
affected the smdant bediss of gll édvoational institutions, A great

many would-be ntudents were torned swayj talent didn't counti if ona's
father was & sivil servani under the mrevious regime, hs probably btacams '
fn umented psrson, & marked person who wesn't “ound fit to recelve '
higher educatlon, and had no chance to get ahesd In life. Teachars

ware advised that pupils of workers and neasapt origin haod %o be promotad

fast and with pood mrks so that goed results cen be shown in statitiztica?

%o _Jodocirinaticns

To the gquention, did he think *he Communists spent much time and efrort
trying to indoctrinmte the younger geremtion, respondent saya with

a loud ery:" I Then he goze on explalining: "The taxt books
of all, mrticwlarly of the 'ldesological subjact' are "a =way-of -live™
such as history, Hungarian culture, Hussisn culiure, geography were
exxencemixhy satursted by ,c-l:l.t:l.unl tlas, purposaely and systenitdcally
errenged. bven natural acisnces were greatly affectad by nmeterisd

vith political purpose and, in a grest mary cases, not true at all; amnd
a graat part of politielaing was directed at the glorification of ths
Buasinns. Taks, for ins ance, their prediléction for contributin g
grest discoverles to husslen scientistas. The s'sam engins was inventad
l:qr BEussians; the incandescent light amd the various typas of radar
ware also the output of Rusnian masters. Such ahameless lied, and other
quita primitive over-gimplillecablions ingult the intellizance of pacple,
and thoy lfeel that these trl ks as well as tha entire political i{mdoctri-
mtien is jammod down their throats.
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O @ of the jokes, and thers were many, makes it olear what we

mzan by "0lorification of Russiana®, re are books written, the
story goes, about elsphants. The Cermans would make & title sounding
1ike this: 'Contritutions teo the Knowledge of ths Elephant'. The
French would have it published under the title,"The Love Life of the
Elephant™. The bBnglish would publish it under the title "Slephants
in the Commorwealth", and ths Hungarian Commnists would have it
under the title "Our Idsal and Modal, the Soviet Elephant.”

The Communist youth arganisation mas completely devoted to the task
of political indoctrimation, and even 80, although its weekly meetings
were mandatory, ths Communists had to announcs dances aftar the
mmatings 80 that people would attend them regularly. Latsr they had

to use even more clever methods. They wer anxious to catch necrle
through sports and sport events. Meny youth attended only nienics

antd sport events, bub sven such oceasions the Commuinists began to

try to get peonles ideclogical trained. Motion pilotures, nosters, books
all are at least dedicated to ideoclogical training. An entire Mﬁﬁ'
of adult educatlon was set up for indoctrination. The Comunists
axpected most of such ideclogical training. The future = the futwse,
and again the future was the great dresm and goal of the Communists.

L ey Zik . e L LAY RS 0 8B urrenie ¥ L 3
today's 1ife in exchapes for a promised future.

To the queation as to why the Communists fziled to indoctrinate the
youth, if they really spent no much time trying to de so, respondent
comes up wlth the following answer:™It i1z trus that youngsters betwesn
freedom fighters views - youngster who maver expsrisnced, raver knem
what freedom actuslly means. The reason above all was, the basic truth
about human mature = that the idsa of freedom 13 profoundly inhorent
in the humen soyl. The basic idea of man includes the idea of fresdem,
and 1f it isn't in that staje, it 1s anxious to gain it. Secondly,

ag a miter of courss, ome cannot educate under conditions which #HNEX
contradict the ideclogical teachings in 3ll every day matters.

Quite practically spssking, it is difficult tospeak of the"Glorious,
liverating Rusaian Army" if people know how unholy and hidesus the scta
of that "glorious" Armmy ars. Iou camot speak of the Soviet Union

"the Great Friend of small Hations™ when it '8 policies with the small
natlons are impe lalistic amd colonial. Te chera did not fesl at eane
of speaking of the Soviet Union as the "Citadel" of pure arts, whan
for instance, the thestres playing Muasian films, were hardly visited
bty reople hecause they didn't find those pig-ures enjoyable at sll.
But even if a mediocre Fromeh film came to Hungary (very ssldom) it
was rensmbered by the papers (on higher ordess ) aa & decadent bourgo:se
¥oark. Feonle stood in cues to ga n admission to these shown,
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"Rising living stendards™ camot ba spoken of te youth, when their
familiss sweat blord ln everyday toil.

"Bright students raconized pgreat coptradicticns in the Communist
ideology. Tale for instance the basic daxist tasching that a value

of & product can bé measured by tha labor thet producsd it, and lsaves
the factors of offers and desand completely out of aceount.

"Then I was in solitary confinement for months end months, I caydreamed
about a pisce of bresrd gquite often and figured a3 to how much value
such a piece of b asd would ba to me. Under thore circumstsnces, when
1l cams to thls country, I saw many plesces of hread just thrown away,
and compared the walus of the ssme plece of bred undsr circumstances
haere and thers. Such basic truthse are completely ignored in =erxlsm.
“any Intellligent students were Lright enough tc discover such short-
comings, tut even if they didn't go so far as to put the theoretical
ernoiderations under close scrutiny. Tale for instance, the Following
fact. In the first Volume of Deas Mapital, darx condemned plece work
ard prefers hourly weges over them. #ia temches that plece work is
exploitation and hoursly map:8 am the enly right way for compensation.
At the sams time, the Communist regims introduced” Norms®™ Norms, w hich
vere more severe than imany other msgriwmx systam.

"There were other teschings of larx which people applisd te the
Commuriiat =ystem as practiced in the las- eilght yesrs influngary.

For instance, larx faught that a_mstiop which opbresses others canpot
moooikkxx = be free. FPeacnle applisd this darsixm to the harsh
facts of Soviet loregin policy of ruthless opnression.

"Such polints on which Cemmninhs were in contradiction with their
own teechings ware de~isively important in turning people asgainst
Communism. but we don't heve to go vary far if we juat consider that
"Peonle 's democracy” meant ncthing lecs and nothing more than the
"dictatorship of the proletaria+." In other wardns,"not a bourgoise
democracy hut a centralised socialistic democracy" - or another WY,
"people 's freedom was equal to the oppresion b the few whe hap-anad
to te of proletariat descent”=- of course such nonsense we e recognized
by youth, snd rsjected. The plcturs of the police ssata vould not be
@x7la ired gwey by word pictures taught in iceolopical cleases. It
vas epparent that the entire govermment was k=t in power by "force-
organizatiom " like tho AVH, and st the seme time, paonle ware told
they lived in fresdom and democracy.” |
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"Contradictions were everywhere and more and more people woiced

their resentment. We were taught, for instance, that the West ia

in a state of over production and tlat economic erisis will k111 it;
at the same time Khrushechev said that he wanted to have commerce
with the West, At ope of the Party seminerles T asked the lacturer
whather we were not saving the West from crisis if we undartook eny
exchange of goeds with them. The lectursr was terribly embarrassed,
stamnered, and 88 & rasult I was never invited again to Party
seminaries. Such smbar-asiing questions were [ired by more amd more
peonle in recent months, &nd t his was particularly trus of the youth."

When respondent 18 asksd vhethar youth accepted Communist views et
ore tre and then rejectad them later on, he answers: "A considerabls
portion of youth was inclined to embrace Communism ideas because of
youbth's mtural incl ination to lik  the revolutionary. But its
accaptance of Commnist ideals and ideas laat only as long as it did
not @xperlsnce the workirgs of the Communist rapgime, and even then

it was only & sizable portion of yonth ~ not even its majority. sost
likely, it wasn't. To this certain portion of youth, the attrsctive
force of iz Commumist ideclogy was ths fact that Marx presents his
ideals in 8 seemingly appeal ing loglesl way. For instance, Lhe
sequence of his reasonings go like this: historical materialism premsupposes
clasa struggla; class stouggle presupooses exploitation and surplus
valusa; surpluses, socumulsation of goods; accumlation of goods cavse
cflsis, The most regretta le fact that thare was no coherent concept
of the frae world which could opnose these thesorlee, and which cculd
bs preserfed in a way which apneala. In lack of such a bepeon, people
searching for solutions to mankinds' plight, ths portion of youth
whioch wos avld on Communism came into realizing the untenable Wasie
arrora of Conmunism only when the practice of Communisr proved that
it mian't feassitle. I think the same may be said, not coly of Hungary,
but of othar sstellits countries as well. This is why people in the
satellites resent and oppose the pravailing situation, but have not
yet crystallized & positiwe program, but have rather stopped at the
negative sttitude of rejecting Communism, and not knowing well encugh
should taka ite place.

"Let me say at this point, that, it iz extremely hard to estimate

how large a ppoportion of youth believed Communism for a while, and for
how long a time, but ome fzet is undenfably clear; there are extremely
few people left int he fall of 1956 who »:lisved in Communiam,."
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MAJOR TISSATISFACUIONS AS FELT 1IN EVeRY-DAY LIFE

Rasnondent lists the following pointe as the main dissatisfactlons
in Communist Hungary, as they shewed up in every-day life:

1. Intimidation. By intimidation respondent msans not only the

actual hearings and tortures of the AVH, but also like being called
to the personnsl depertment and hearing that injuiries were made

of the custodian of the apartment house in whioh peoula lived.
Respondent tells a stary &about a young merrisd couple who lived

in the state of deathly fesr for weeks and weeks. The husband was

s teachar and he was called in oms dey by his princiral and was

told that the AVH asked about him, but was told that this was a secrsi
and he mustn't tell snyore. Then he went homs, he wss told the same
by the custodian of the house. These people were prepersd for the
worst, and particularly aftert they learned that the wife who also
was a teacher was inguired about in the sames way by the AVH. They
tock emergency steps and prepared clothing whish they would take

with them 4T the AVH came to fetch them wirkmindhwyoommior for
paptivity, and they todk caﬂtinnﬂqa teps talking over with relatives
and friands who and how the- children would be cared for should they
be whisked away, Fimlly the men was cslled into the AVH headquarters
and he thought that this was the end. Put ths AVH told him to run [or
representative of their district. Now another period of deathly feer
followed bacause the c ouple were most anxious not to accept this
"henor" so as not to compomise themsslves. AL the same time, they
were anxious not to make it desr to the AVO that they hated
Communimm as sin. It was & Long tli 2 before they wers fres from both
dangers. One, to bz drafted to become a Communist representative and
the other becoming deported because of refusal to serve the Farty.

2. Schedules beyond working time; sxtraordimary assigmments, ip Perpy work.

3. Handatory overtime which was made twice as bad by the transparent
1ie that Lhis overtime waa offered by the workers thameslves. XXxiisi
in their enthusissm for Communism.

4« Party mestings and Party seminacies and over-politicised vocatlonsl
courses wheih many pecple had to attend == even when they wers not
Farty members.

5. Dif*{cultdes in transpoctation, particularly during the rush hours.
ba Searcity of besie food and clothing; long cues in front of shooa.

7. Cogstant difficultfes in teleghoning bacause of busy cirocuiis.
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P4 POLITICAL LIFE.

Respordent eays that he was wery much interested in politics

ba fora 1948. first becams rseriocusly interestsd in political issuas |
when ha becmme of the denoeratic student unity momen in the |
Academy in 1942 and 1943. This student movemsnt which had been foundad
in the previcus academic year by Julius Nylkos was Hungary's first
dsmosratic student movemsnt, and it opposed Nazism and pro-lazliem as
well &3 Commnism and pro-Commnism, and politically speaking it called
itsalf THE THIRD S51DE. Respondent participated ir the summer of '43

i the anti-Nasi corwention of this student unity movenent, and of ths
psasent organization and of the socialist-youth erganization and the
YCA and othar anti-Hari democrstic organizaticns. And the same was
trus sbout the amti-azi convantiop of Warch, 1944...just a few days
prdor to the German invasions of Hungsry, where 2 proclosation of youth
wzs prepared by all enti-Ne2i farees of youth; it wag respondesmt Wwho
szved this convention from failure by a compromlee motion which he
submittsd. The Socizlist Youth Urganization end the Pro~Communiat Youth
Organization wanted the comwenticn to sdopt a point smong the others

of the oreoclomation whioh weskexiacs ssid: "We sccept Soclalism.”
JulfusHFikos (sattending the comvention 1llegally, because by then ha
¥os in ths Hupgariun scmy O sobmitied 2 counter-motion Yo gxaolude thin
point and promised to use sll of his personsl influenca tn ¥ill the
student's urity morement which ted been foundad by hir 4f this movement
subscribed to this point of the proclamations Fimsllwy, resporxient
enlmitted a compromise solutien which war that the debate over thie
polnt be sdjourred until another convention which was to be held In
the summer, and that tha anti-Nazi proclomstion be adeopted withoat this
paint for the time being. This motion wna carrisd.

By the end of Ostober, 1944, respondent was arrssted by the Gestapo
bacause of his operation in the FRE:ZDOM FRONT MINOARIAKN STUDENIS
KESTSTANCE “OVEMENT which grew out of the anti-Haszi eonventiors ment Loned
bafore. Resporndent sockx wee in captivity of Geptapo until Jenuary 15,
1945 when he sscapad during an air raid whils he was belng transfered
from ore prison to anothar.

In tha esrly days of '45, & comprehensive democratic youth organization
wns formed ln Hungary. The mticnsl chairman of which Sardor Kisa. lhe
name of this organisation wnn XSES UADISZ. Hespondent tmceme raticnel
chaieman of the high school and college siuder organizations, He wes
alacted in fres, democratic slections. During his nationsl cheirmanchip,
he followed the same principles ar In the studest unity movement, and
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at the ratioml corvention of the MADISZ, he followed the democratic
princ iples of the natiomal student unity movement. The student

o ganizations of the various colleges and large departmenta of the
Budapest Univeristy were comilstely attonomous and they had the
freedom of action. The only vay of readirg was persuasion; there were
no arders. The system of completely democoratic and the atudent unity
movement. was omtimed now without being hindared by the pgovernement
as before. When the MADISZ Ch. E more and more under the influe nce

of the Communists and more and more ware against this influ=nes,
Sandor Xigs resigred; restondent and his co-workers laft MABISZ,
Instead of h=ving a student centre with the UADISZ they founded
MEFSZ. HRespondent vas twice elected nationsl chaiyman of the UEFESI
until Jamary 1947. UEFEST carried on the same demooratic principles
af th fADISZ end its predecessor thsstudent unliy movement, They
epgaged in no party palitics whatsoever, andpursued above all 2 course
in which representation of student interests was th: main goel of
the MEFESZ. According to statistics, only BY of thefir student members
were Farty members, at the same time. Ths sutonomoun student organira*ion
of colleges and departments of Budapsat Univercities, aa w 11 an the
ntiomal hsadquarters kept amﬁ%frﬂ!ﬂ-m an Conmunistic influsnces.
They took proteeticn of studen ously that they went on &
ganeral strike, on one occasion, because of an unfavorable tultion foe
ruling of the Universities, and they mansagsd to win thelr point.

Vihen respondent isa sked about his mnmbership in, or sympathy for,
politicael pexiime partys respondent answersd that fadicalism alwayr
attracted him, but ho saw Sremendous problems upnaoclved, and whan he
saw the scclal imequitlss in Hungary =nd he saw that a tremdndous
oppras ion kep the Hungarian peopls down, sn oppresslion which came
from North Cermany, he sympathised for about three months with the
Commundsts, But in aboul three months he saw the farce thet is cdlled
Communism. Latar he stuwlled Conmunien and ite theories and In its
practices as wmll, and e mever was agaln sttrocted o it.sxkiknocsy
Neither Communist theories nor Communist prectices sould win him,
nor hissympathies.
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Thus neither respordent nor any of his farily belonged tc any varty,
hewever, he had a great many friends in most parties - actually in
all parties. sany of these Ifriends trisd to win respondent over to
Jein this, or that, perty but he nefter made up his mind. He liked
irdependence, eml tovote for the parson or the lssue.

When inl947, the Communists staged a coup detat with the JEFESZ,
respondent was left high and dry &and from then on he didn't take
pert in any political ectivities until hie arrest in October, 1948,

fiban r spondant's feeling about the Comunist Party before 1948

ars asked, he ssys that after the brisf initisl period of sympathizing
he recognized Communism lar what it is, and considered it comtrary

t¢ human nature, and the terror appaatus with which it was worlking,
ha considered utterly dismeying. Communists, he says, ware not
aware of how to bring sbout necessary socisl changes.

Respondent bas a thorough lmowledge of the regime of Bsla Kun and
the Communist Farty of 19Ll8, and 1919. His attitude 4is thet it was
also a regime of terror and even its wemoriss filled the Hungarian
people with bitterness.

Azked about his attitudes towerd the Communist Party befors and during
tne war, respondent tells us that he lmgw vary little before the war
bet during the war he lmew some communist cells and the Communista
sopaalad to him &t that tims, a8 the on=a vho wanted to have rediecal
change in soclel and economic 1ifs, and also as one of motors of anti-

In 1945, respomdent explains he unveiled Communism in his own mind

and went further from it more and more, although he never had sctually
srbraced it, but from now on he felt it strangsr and strenger. Defore
Long he turmd againat it with full persuasion.

B. Co 5t ter 1948:

Asked about the members of the Communiat Fertyr, what they ware 1like and
why they jolmed, etc. rogspoment offers the following break-down:

(1) A pupber of Coemmunints hed bsen 1ll=gs]l members prior to 1945. —cat

of these were parsuaded ide-lists; at least pecple who had been ideallsts
and paw no better way for them but to comtimma, although they lost their
idsal ism. Thess again can be hrokesn up into the following grours: (ad those
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illegally in Hungary, part of them im jails; (8) those who in Russia
ware called doscovitesi (¢) thos participating in the Spanish civil
war; (d) thos in exils in Western countries, like Switserland and

angland.

(2) A much larger number joined in 1945. (a) A number joined because
they were persuaded Communiste; (b) o number had been persscuted by

the Mazi's - 2z large mmber among them ware Jews - and they hopsd for
opposite treatment at the hands of the Communists. These saw, above all,
yhaxiierz in Communism, & fierce opponant. (¢) Of course, there were

a large rnumber of eopportuniste,

(3) Anumber of people joined the Communist Party between 1947 and '4B,
and even later: (a) Yost of these were the oprortunists who wanted

te get into hi%h paying and comwanient jobs whero they would have a
lot of power; (b) There wasa yumber who wmers forced - mainly those
fathers with families who were forced to secura a livelihood for their
loved ones, and needed to avoid herrassment. It was charsctaristic of
thess that Lhey callad their membership cards "ded Carda". ‘hess poor
paople sweat blood when they studied Farty ideology, bul they wers
made to do so. Others, in highly responsible positions, Jjo'ned under
pressure - such as dootors, teachers, and & few ip adninistration and
pany other fields - who thought it was their responsibility to do the
test for sll Tor the common good, and thought it would be bat'er to stay
in their positione and do what theyecould, othervise, vici us Communists
would fake over and cause untold harm. Hespondent adda, that it is
enly by their agts wa can really kmow what type of Communists paopls
¥ara.

Yhen respondent is nsked ia those who jolned the Farty in 1945 were

of such pronle and people who were force: to join, he adnits that there
vas such & group., He says we have to be very careful in not belng too
lenient in our judging the Mazi-the pro-¥azi's who becams Communista

in 1945, He corcludes with 2 quotation from the Bille:" By thelr

fruits , ye will know them."

then respondent is & sked about the attitude on the members to the Farty,
e offers tha break-down.

(ma sfter the other of the groups of Com unists became disllluasloned.
Firet, to be disillusionsd, were such idealist Communistis who had been
‘1legally Communists prior te L945. Mespondent names two — one of than
ishladar Yelshasus, and Domeny. He mays of Aladsy Weishausis a living
saint, 1f ha is still living, beczuse respondent dossn't loow how he
rarticdpeted in the revolwion, end what ves his fata.

The second groap to be dissillusiopad was the people who Joined

the Farty in 1945 becsuse of persusalon or of serlons symoathies.
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The third were such who had boen persecuted by ¥axkés Haszis and

who aought refuges and solution in Communism in 1945.

" foupth in sequence were those who had been in exile in ths West
and were idealist Gommuniate.

The £1fth were such %ho had participetsd in the Spenish Civil war.
laspondent explains that are his own estimeten based on much experisnce
both in and out of jeil andprison czupa, and he explains that only a
fon of these peotle dared to lesve the Party. This is why he lists
these proura in ansverto the question: how Farty membsra felt about the
marty.

N Asksd about chapges in Farty policies during the last eight years,
f-’ raspordent says:" 1 was in priscon but still I lesrnsd about major
/ meas and I ean conclude the fellowming: by 1948, the so-cslled
@ Stetintist " technigues éid thsir part and were responsible for
reaking up the oppostion perifiea, thus facilitating the coup d'etat
sarried out by the Communists. In 1948, =2 am psriod of Staliniesm
followed, and it was (ekkwseshckyx characterized by anti-Tito-ism,
and by antishmericanism, and so-called anti-imperislism in forelgn
nolicy. It could be cslled & wild ca-paigning against glmogt everyons,
ind almest evarything that was mot subserviant to loscow, this
mariocd, mase arrests were carriad out on tha domestic fromt. A so-callaed
"mixed~chain=link policiy® w== amnounced and practiced. Eta main
features wers catening peo-le who wern guilty of (a) comapiracy; (b)
i1legsl boxder-eroesing; (e) spying; {d% undermining pecple's scanomy,
and sabotage; (e) right-wing socialist deviatlons. It wes in this
chasa that the term"bsthroom—sscapess” wes current in Hungery. This
axpreasion meant pewcle who were perss=cutad lacsuse they wera sussectod
of having plammed to escape to the West, The origins of the ternm is
the fzot that oms could assume shat o= would escape viz tha bBathroow.
This nhass which lzﬁtud until 1953 wus characterized by the sxtension
of the fall systam o"a meuwork of interment cuampa inte which psorle
wEre put iRt amreyedy  cven sithost s sentence of the
kangroc courts This wns a period of forced labor cawps for women with
children; of sleve lubor camps which were comcle tely isclated from evan
the swronnding villapes; it was the period of priscns, jails, and
panitentla ries mr'mlu.'ruq [{1led, 4mst but lezot, by secist installations,
comoletely dsolated, of the prlice wbxx state~ like ome terrible prison
under tha Xoztursus rnp Tor (Koziarsasip Square). The 1aaz panalty
ms piven Lo somsons like Zoltan Tildy, ‘he {ormer Hungsrian Prﬂ:ahierf

of the Hapublie v=r5 'heusteres™ o ,"'h__.-. v 2 i
‘:{Lu.m- FQISMD t...-l- h‘""’"‘h’-’:’ F; Flﬂ' % -“l
) e
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In economy this Stalinist period was characterized by the foreced
imposition of heavy industry on the Hungarian aconomy, and the
introduction of forced collectivization of bonds,

The great changs, respondent extlains, was provided by Tmre Nagy
assuming power 1n 1953, and b+ his liberslisstion of Communism.
It waa then that a slow intellectual ferment started thet ultimately

led to the Revolution of 1956.

This is how respoendent replies to the qusstion of what ths top Leaders
of the Commirnist Party are lile=- thelr aims and their motives:
nit {8 g cuestion difficult to answer. The higheat leadership of the
Party hes never had uny renl coobact with the common people. They Lived
in & vacuum, lsamhtitg only with sach other in sxclusive clubs, theatres
and even shops. ‘hoy lesrned about the people only from the reports
by the AVE and from stool pigeons' reports. Ssalay and Hagedus, and
othars, whan tiey became members of the high Party lesdesrship, had fe
Interrupt all contacts with thelir old friends and acquaintences; even,
with relatuea ir moat casac. These friande, scquaintances and relatives
I T L wars not trustec
Party nambsrﬁ. {}nnnaqnantLr, paople didn't have a chance to learn about
the comvictions of these high Farty lsaders.”

W Rl RS EFd PRl RS RN

Lhen respendent is asled about the motives and personality amd the
decp-gested traits of parsormlitias of ‘hese leading Communiets, he
offered to give a brief description of two such high Farty leaders whom
he mpmens to know persomlly. Andrss Hspedus was in 1994 in Ha=zi

Oerman captivity. In 1945, he bscame » member of the Provisory
Fraliament in Usbrocen. Since 1945, he has been a msmber of the Communist
Party, and momber of the Farliamsnt rspressnting the Farty. He™R§ an
immensaly modest and enthusisstic patriot in his college years; he mas

poarly dressed and wes a cerson vho could be recoznized as an idealist.
Already in his college yesrs - during the war - he canveared psople
into the Communiat Party. /fter 1945, hs was =apgsr to arsume a lsading
role in the YADISZ. He becnme i's organirzing secretsry., In 1248, after
Erno Oero Lifted him out of medioccre roles ard made him the leader of
the agricultural depm tment of the Farty, = from then on, Hagedus had
to break up 8ll former ties, From then on he never hed =ny contact with
Formar friends. Up to then, he lived with graduate students; then,
however, ha roecaived a special dwmalling fnn the most exquisits resldantial
section of Budspest - nogsadomb . In 1953, he became lirister of
\grdeultuomml apd was inatrumental in imce Nagy 's liberslization polley
re: acrieultural. later the Hakosi ging made aim Premfers snd then he
eriticisad Ilmre Mogy ' program. He wers Premier until the afevolution.
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It was apparent thet he lost all sense &8s what was actonlly golng on
in Hungary to a degree that when ome of his former friernds celled him
up Oct. 23, and told him that he had to stop the Hoodahad by ordering
Lhe AVH not to fire at the demonstrators, he answeradi® Thy are you

g0 meryous, comrades? In sn hour or so, everyiaing will Se qilet giain.
At last he had to fles to Uoscow to avoid quentioning Uy thas pacole .

]

Belay Sealsy was a close ecquszimtance of resnondent betwsen 1944 and
1944, In 1944, be becsme a ssmdmoryx & leader of the Antd -Bolshiviet
Touth Front waioh wae an extrame right arganization of the Imredy group.
They wersn't Nasi but certzinly something to = celled extreme right.
In 195, he joined th= Communist Party and he slso joined the

Gyorfiy Kollagium which w=e a famous dormitory estebllished for peorle
of passant origin whe had ro means to pay thoir way through sollsgs
and universitye dembers of the Oyorfly Eecllegium enjoyed, st that

time, very good commections, and® om of tta pat projects of the
loft wing political parties. Szalay took sdvantage of the Gyorffy follegium
and he became an official of the Budspest chapter of the Communist
Party Youth Orgamizstion. He denounced former friemds with whom he had
bgen during the Anti-Bolshovist Touth Fromts

L:spordent says that Szalay is a mediccre parrotying "y=s" man; be
accavts Party line without gue-tion.

Contimzing the story of Szslay, respondent reletes that io Jamery,
1947, Szalay both easnired und was denignated by the Communist Ferty

b becoms the mext chairman of the Mor=3Z and it wes he who carried
out in cold bleood in an s&rrogant ami cynical =ay, the coup ddatet
sithin the QEF:SZ, VHISH mule cut of = lemporatic Student orgeslszaticn

1 tool of the Communist Farty. After his ZsF=ol chalmmanshin, he beocame
as=istant chairmn of IS8, and Later he became the skt chairman
of tho ratiops)l office of Pians. He wen & mamwber of tha Sentral Farty
jomnittes, that is teo say the Bursau. During the o hairmanship

of the 6fflee of Flaps, he made grave mletakes, and was fired. The sane
wan true of his being Jinis‘er of Lipght Industry. Affer Hakoal was
forced to resign end lmre Magy took ovar, it mas Szalay who prepared
with & fam co-workers, the come-back of Hakosi, Istwsm Foveos wrs
Saalay's bast help. Szalay wes swept away only by the Hevolution, &nd
w fl=d 10 Joscow. Since then he hasn't darec Lo return to Hungnxy.




37=M
HLR X1/37

After having told us these two exemples, respondent
volunteers to summarize his opinion, and says that
the top leaders of the Communist Party there are three
main groups:
1) Idealists who started wihkha with the wish for healthy
changes and considered the Communist Party the best
maaas for accomplishing their dreams. As thiz
advanced, to higher and higher positions in the Party
hierarchy, theK lost contact with the people sver more,
:gd at last, they xxm turned completely against

am.
2) Opportunists, egotistic mediocre apple-polishers
and "yes" men.
3) Moscovites who spent years in Moscow and are above
all Soviet citizens and devote their activities
complately to Soviet goals.

Respondent says that there are no fanatlics among

the highexst leaders of the Communists anymore.

The ones who had been pmxmed werea pworged. Respondent
emphasizes in conclusion that by Ocg., 28, 1936,

there was just no communist party to speak of

because the Revolution swept away the remainder of it,

Respondent says that when Hun?ary iz independent,
the top ieaders of the Communist Party should be
tried by court.

C. Opposation:

To ths question as to whether there was anyw opposition
to the Communist government before the revelution,
respondent answers: "Always". He explains that before
the ravolution thers were wvarious forms of opposition.
The forms varied, particularly according to soclial
classes in which those concerned belonged. By soclal
classes he thinks rather of occupations and

professions than of various strata of soclety.

L%gg; hated the system of norms and of plans,

big and small hated the system of work and working
conditions, and voiced its opposition to these in
unequivocal terms, :E:aking quite openly. Amazingly
openly consldering t Hungary was & police state.

The ;ggeiﬁlgunigiﬁ tried to get more opportunity within
the confines of the regime-for free information and
free research. It took particularly creat advantage

of the liberalization process and preparcd as

hoped for era of even more liberalization. In other
words it tried to pry open the lid of the regime,

at least to lecosen it up, The peasanizy razised more znd
more its voice against the system ot collectivizatlon,
and against forced redistribution of land, and the
peasants turned more and more against ths lrresponsible

caucnus of lsaders. More and mors volces were ralsed sgeinst

Lil'l'.j ancroaciiinencts Ji -i.' = o % 2L LI = =iy ! l"—-".'-l'-'ﬁ
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ways of overtime work more and more through their
unions,

summarily it may be said that most of the Hungarian

people were in passive resistanfe against the regime.
Among
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Summarii=ily

SGEEIILE it may be ssid that most of the Hungarian paople wers

in ma=ive reaistance against the reglmn. Among friends and family

81l the arrested feslings wers revoaled. Feople hatsd the one-party
system and tla Communist kird of atate eccnomy and the misvse of
administration. They hated party dictatorship in any field, particularly
«n hoosing and in publie suppliesa, The profound and almost undivided
hatred of the populstion menifested itself moe and more.

To the question how effective these mcts of op oziticn were in the

eyen ol respordemt and of the peoples, respondent answers that resictance
could @ effecfive only if tbhe opinioms of mople could be freely
axmak revealed in politically formilz'ed veys, and could be nired in
the press, and beyond the confines of families and friend's clr:les.
This process rapnondent exclains started with irprepres<ible force in
1953, through Inmre ng:rthmllﬂui so—oslled ® True-wsy " also
ealled "New" section. Imre “sgy himself announced that this way wheén
ne denounced edomkbromdceyxeoroenodcaodoroaomt  Hegadus! policy

&8 ope that had caused 150 billion forints loss in the nation's
sconomy or in other words, two years of grows matirmal income.

Hakaal tried to stop this process ever since 1954 when ha came tack,
but he mever real’y succeaded. Hakos) fevored Bagy's program of
regotiomry deviatism, and ha affected the exclusion of Imre Magy

from the “arty. imre Nagy wes the pride of his professorahip, and
ameckrkeouey his membership in t & Satioml Academy of Sclantists
TEs taken awsy.

HEespordert thinks we should also 1ist as opposition behsvirue of ore
ceriain sort, Lhe oppositicn a ginatl the “omiundst Party denonstrated
by the anti-Commmnist partles. The peopls voized their ssntiments in
L@ clearest vay In elactiors. 1t wee very significant %o observs

Lhe = -king the popel gave 3o gepercusly to the Small-Holdar's Party
betw ocn 1945 and 1047, The Commundst Farty did everything thing thay
could to breck the beckbone of the Bmml  -Holdor's Party and <his
terrific atrugele in which Lhe Communists fought with the ss-ealled
cunulsted in Bela Kovacs' arrest, and in Ferance Magy so-—onlled
consnir oy trisl. After the Jmell-holder's Farby was broken up, the
Matiomal psasant Party was alao etrongly omposad to Communist gaine.
nesvondent mentions Imre Kevacs emong thos did a great dosl apainst
vommiundst Influeroes alter & oceriod in vhich he wés also gol o slong

v th the Commenists. 1 part of the social-demveretic mrty played slso
& very strorg role agaimst the gains of Communism, porticularly

fnna fRethley, Hevesz, Belemen. After the baokhons nf the small-holder s
perty wae brolen, new anti-communist pertics wapre formed end they glso

demmnstrated | he esis‘ance of 1he poculstion ppeinet Comnunism, very clusrly

esnecially iIn the 1947 elacbioms Swohnt —~artica were The Hungarisn
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Indeverdence Party; the Fr-adom Pariy; the Chyistian Democratic Farty
and the Liberal Psrty, ax! two more splinter varties .

Interviewar asked respondent to elahorate on t he sctivities of tha
intallectunls with particular regard to the goings on in the Petofl
Olrcle, The Petofi Circle was formed in 1954, There were only 12
persons who founded it, and noons Was able toestimte the later
significance of it at that tims. The Patofi Oircle was founded within
the given ciroumatances as part of The DaSZ, Its goal wes to legalice
the friendly gathering; the frisndly exchange of ideas which daalt
with tesic problems of Natlomal 1ifs. In the Tirst ohass of tha Circle
very few pacple took mrt in idgpoopemy the desbates. Such a debate
for instence, the ome dealing with Lhe drass rnemed Dorsa Oyorgy and
Gyula Illyes. Anothar debate was ghont the situstion of young anglinesrs
in Hungarys Towards the = nd of 1935, particularly in the atmosphare
er-atad by the 20th Ymrty Congress of tha Bolshevik Farty, after
¥hrushchev's secret speach became known, and de-cantralization began
in certain sections of + he Communist Furty, the Fetofi Circle dared
to touch more delicate problems.

Its first debate of mjor aignificsnce was't C

H W, Thin debate was held soon after the 20th
Feity Congress was hald in the Spring of 19%56. In this detate the
problem of "Seiencelessness® that ia to say, tha lack of scientiflc
approach which was in thie area of the sclence of history sarticula 1y
prevalont was attacked by sharp worés. *1 was the first time that this
angle was ‘ouchad on during the Comrunist regime. The debata mods 1t
olsur that history was lowered to i‘he level of Barty brochures
are that Party leaders oleyed &= siynlficant role. Heoxdakx A1l the
following points cams out elearly in ths deba‘al
The method was cogmatic application of historical materialise, ascording
to which history {s tut & seriss of cless struggls; reasarch in archives
bacame wallnigl unknown to young historian because the official
aradited historiane didn't have to mrove ths raliahility of thelr
data, History books had %o b= readied sgain ard again, accordin, to
changes in farty cutlocks. Thase, and similsr facts were revanlad in
alaborate detail at that session of the Fatoefi Circvle. At that time,
respordent marticipatsd only as ons of the participanta in the debale
and playsd no special role at all. Lals tars demanded “he return to
objective research in archives apd 1he presentation of source materisl.
The seversl hundred particpants Pn the seesdfes of the Officar'u Cosino
applauded %o the sharp sk trltiﬂiam'u)e{ the debaterss

'l—*_‘
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Another detats of the Petofi Circle which drew n largs crowd

end which brought omt meny points into the open was held under the

banding 1 "Th 3 pogress apd Fhilosophy™s In the course

of Gyorgy Lukneos, professcr of Yhilesonhy

who was purgad in 1948, wos disounssed. “4n dismisssl wes comsidered

very unjustitied. Among othars, ome of his sayinge were:” If a mouss

iz on top of a mountain, 1t still isn't any larger than an elsphant

in the valley."™ Lukacs had found that the work of non-ilarrist

phileaphers nad to be built just as well and just as seriously as with thet of
tho <dsrxist philesophers.

Ore mrilcipant argeed that cnly because Stalin had written in & few
peges of his work " bi-tlecticel materialism" tne philosophical say

thut this dossu't mmux meke & study of great think¥"Bf that same age,
ard of previous ages unnecessary. Ancther participant objected to

young "exparte" in philesophy who greduated recently from Universl ties
amd colleges aml who havs never read the actual works of Santyama,

Tewey, or James in originel, but only the criticisms dealirg with

thes idess of these and other philoaphers. s argued that 1t was mmwcx
knoem only through Laszlo Rudas - & tor Communist ideologist - what
axtendentialism and who Jaspers is. He and others argued that students
graduating recently don't have bsic ideas sbcut ths unfolding of a

mev pletura of the world which was made possibls by the recent development
of natural gclences and vhich changed lasic philosophical concepts.

The philesophy of miure, of Ebbington and Jeans perplexes our
philospliers in Hungary and leaves them in utter confusion, it was arpued,
The of ficisl dafinition of “matter"™ (Mwtter fan't anything but objuctive
rukeicix  reslity, independent of our comselousy 105"), didn't apnear

sy mare sallsfactory in the light of modern seiences particularly an
sxpla ired by ""aanﬂ, tha debaters ergued — Mie heve to thoroughly
investigate the consegquances derived from eptrophy, the second tenet

of thermo-dynamica] ooe deteter srgued, and the reasoning of this sherkay
wootukiexaixigos participant wes followed by & stormy debate. dany

pros gnc coms were aired end the conclusion of the d ebate ws:"The sourse
of philosophy can be cultivated only &e 5 &2 eisl branch of sciencas,
although it is the comprshensive eciapnce of gll. The rermiisance of
phllosophy, the comclusion went, in imspgiresle amly if complete freedom
of information amd fAnvestigation would ha sacur=d ss 1t would Tor an
other sclence.
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Such dshstes arcusad everyone's intarest in the Petofi Gircle,

Its meetings were locked forward to bscaunse they were a new color

in the uniformity of Communism dogmatism. Speciel sttroction wags

provided by the fact that the debates af the Petofi Circls were

attended by a good number of the best ezperts in various [ields

[scientists, artists, economists, educators, and above all, writers)

of the couniry. There wers quite a few writers who- though belatedly

still earlier than ir othsr countries of thes Comunist block ~ recognised

the necessity of ch in tellectnal momeErsrmsex renslissance.
a8 afc

Respondent took mrtm participant in these debstes and had no

special role.

Tha tople of ancther discussion of the Fatofi Circle sma eleo in the
sorine of 1956."Tha 20th Fs Congrean apd E gall The irresponsible
economic policies of Rekosi were discussed. In the course of the
discussicn it becames known that 10% of the country's efgricnlturel land
~ that i= or2 and HAlf million acres was uncultivated in the lasst year
bacausa of forced collectivieations and becanse of the fect that a

rart of the population left far large industrial centers. The dsbaters
scrutinized the ocrogram of the first S-year Flan and particularly the
promis of mrskmraoeoshgemocricihexdomx that plan that a 50%

raise in living standards and a great abundance of products and gooda
would be achisved. He lity showed 1t was made clear, thet production was
greatly hampered by the rigid norm system, and the relative and absolute
Egaaackaaenrimoxx exploitation of warkers. (felative exploitation
means that curing the same period of time more had to be mroduced and that
meant that the warkers had to extend the working time) It wes admitted
that the production lavel mas raised, but that tha living standard of tha
working didr t rise st ell, and it even sunk. The dsbate uncovered

the fact that the recson for all of this was to be found in the unfavorable
and ureconomicel investments in the incompatent economicel plamning, which
operatad with fizures sometimesa much too “igh for the # cbumd need; and
in sone cases with figures much too low for the actusk need. Uther
factors hampering production were over-edministration of the sconcadeal
life and incompetent in high administrative posts in economlc life,
who hed been im-osed because of politicel reasona. These were the points
made in the debate. Sven unfavarable I

« The pprticipants in the dzimte mentionsd the article by

mre Magy (which had apresred Oct, 1954) in which he had erpued that

the planning practice of the Communists which held that the increase of
heavy imdustry may not slow down - either absolutely or percentapewlse -
( propertioistely) - vas a graw mistake, and that manufactures of
commodietier had to be mEmkiexik pushad. This perticipent memtioned

-
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that Imre Mgy was right.(In spite of the fact that he was attacked |
by the Communist hisrarchy). It was argned that Negy economical
axkitinwk policies were proven right by the results of 1954.

In "5§, namely, the relatiom of purchasing power and of the quantity

of products were w; harmoniged and in the la't quarter of

'54 the curremy ich had besn conatancy rising was
temporarily etoppeds It wss brought out that a marked lmprovement
follawed Imre Nagy policles sven in the btalance of foreign trade.

The debeters mintained that Imre Nagy' eZficient economical policy was
eriticiged on falae ground, and that upon the return of “akosli, the
Commundst lesderhaip returred to the old senselesss, investment polleles,
and again lost sight of the immense nignificance of the production of
comnodities, This mrticipant stirred op a terrific debate. Anothar
partici@mnt dealt with the mrobtlem of the Institute of tconomic Ressarch
and he criticiszad sconomics In Hungary - vas stagnating, and that the
official bullstin of the IER was nothing but a2 rubber stamp of ths
classic works of darx - insipid repetitic. of sconcomic doctrines of
Lanin and Stalin. ‘s emphasized that originsl and independent ideas
mare completely missing and suggested the” thinkers be not afraid of
uaking mistakes because mistales in any sclentific approach often are .
naceseary and my have in some cases more merit i1 the finel end than
trulams wjich hkave bpcome platitudes.

Une functionary of the Budopest Farty Committee also spoke who deflended
Stalin's economic policles and tried to expend the principle that first |
the productien of means of production are necas , 80 that the production
of commedities canbe carried outs He argued that"the nation's leadership
follows the conomic policiea es advocated by the spuaker so critieal of
the policy of the E:nvernmnt‘; the mation sklls its future for ita

ore semt, g

The farty functiorargys' speach was acoomvani=d with many protesting
cemsrks from the audience. The next spsakar expounded upon ths untensble
nature of the Party functiomry's contention, The last speaker also

said that it is because of the prineiple which the Party functionary
acvocated, mainly that wo mustn't sedkl cor zlorious futurs for our present.
It is just this principle, bsecause of v hich, the fung rian psople slweys
aeerifice thelr present. 'i'hﬂ. Hungarisn people have & right to i1ive, he argued
ard to liwe inthe resent. Ihis present must not be sacrificed for the
future which is interesting, so far, only in promises.

Hespondfent and friends got topgether wi'h such spesakers afisr the sessiops

ard talked things over quite operly in private homes, and made new friepds
with such peopla.

The Fetofl Circle was becoming more an! mo)2 famous and was apprecisted very

muzh by the Hungarian population. lven Sszatad Mep, the of ficial Party -::1:5::-'.1;,'r
csma to mralse the Petofi Cirele imm articlo under the heading YAt the
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Daylizht of the Intellect™ which appeared Jure 24, iasupe.

The most significant meeting of the Pstofi Circle ook place onm June

tha 27, 1956. The toplc of discussion was: "Hupeacian Jourpeliam".

The two most nu*:-ﬂ‘t-nnding speakdrs in the onsulng dsbate were Tibor Dery
and Tibor Tardos. Dery's speech cams, and the modsrator concluded that all
thasa apseches made it clear that a tremendous gap wan existing betw=en
reality and word-pictures as presented in newepapers. Tibor Dary delved
deaply into the mubject arnd exrleired that the main reason was the polioy
of the Communist Farty which didn't want anything to be writtenas thay wers,
but only as they cught to have been, or as they sh=uld be in the Maturs.
His guite daring remerks concluded with his saying that he dldn't t rust
the future leadarship of the country, nor did he trust those whe ware %o
follew in their footsteps - their suscassors. Tibor Tardos spoke on
gimilar lines.

The top plysicist, Profsssor Janesi, slso spoke (the first tiwel) and he
braght up (the first timel) the sroblem of the uraniuve mines. He put his
firee on the tremendous lsck of information and communicstions in this
maiter. s said that he learned only lately thet Hungary possassed wery rich
uraniam mines and the products of it wore exportad to the Sorviet #aion undar
the label Baucsit No. 2.

This apntire meating of Juns the 27th wes attarded by about 6,000 pagple.
Tha dabato started at about 7:00 P.i. and lasted until 4:00 AL U. The
entire atmosplere was slzgling with excltemsnt, snd mas a emell revclutlon
by 4t2elf, respondent remarks.

Hext day, the Szabad lsp wrote in an understanding mamer about this dabata,
beczuse of the identity of the vocabularly used ducing the debate, and
tecausa of the upenimous nature of the discussion, or at lsast alaost
unanimoun nature.

On June the 29th, reports of the Foxnan riots reached Hungary. According
to thesa reports in!ﬁuicﬂ-l Communist rsports) coumter-ravolutionary forcas
causdd great harm snd brought lobs of dastyuction. The Communist Fartias
Cantral '-311'.'EII.1"}1’.-E-E resolved to take & decisiva step. It cellsd the Central
Ferty leadership into sesslion. This session, 8% which they labeled the
sotivities of the Petofic Circle as counter-revolutiomary. Dery and Tardos
wer uamdbxaxxk purged ss Farty mambers, srd the Tetofi Cimcle wan
danounced _in oo uncertain terms. In Jogx Em:r. the Patolic Circle became
a tergst Br atizckn.
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Sentiment in Hungary had developad too far, by then, and 1t was imposcitle

tc stop. So far as its attekes on the Fetofi Circla, there were two surprises

in store for the Communist Party: (1), the Party wished to have the

committees of the Fetofic Circle condemnsd at public meetins, but the

workers wers reluctant to follow orders. They referred to two facts: (a)

similar declaratisns had to be made several time in the past, for instanco, in

the case of the Rajk persecution, and at 1 last, it bacame Jmown Hajk hed |
been hanged and was the victim of willains; (b) On Juns the 24th, the article

in Szabad Hep went out of its way to supr ort the sctivities of the Petofi

Circle and ths article which did aowas expressing editarial opinion: "At

the Daylight of the I"tellect”. This article axpl:ired how much the discuseions

of the Pstofi Circle were wanted, and how little = place Army discipline and |
atmosphere had in intellectual life.

The Petofi eircle was fimally condemned only oy a few Party employess,

for imstance, ¥atalin Foldes, cne of the Party furnctiomaries of Budapest
Comuittee. She wrota a letter to the edita of the Szabad Nep. It appearsd
under the title:"Democracy Should be Afrajd of Depagogusry rather than the

Feriy".

Another surprlse was provided by scmething which never haprened befora

in the histery of Communist Perties. Ths Communict Part Brganization of the
friter's fss clation(yere Tardesand Dary belonged, sent a message to the

Cential Ferty ldqus that they did net recognize the excommunicstion of tha

Dery apd Tardos. This was the first insténce when administration orders of

the Communist PaFty lailsd COMPDLGELy» "

As s consequence of this unheard of inecident, Yikcyan was sent to Badapest

on July 16th, end ha tald Rakosi that he had to resign ss first secretary

of the Party. Rakosl clung to his office until the last moment and aven called
up Khrushchev who told Rsicosi (in & brutel tose, mot uncom on to him) that
this wee the last word of the Eremlin and that Haloel should resign instantly.
This is how tho bilg Party Bossdi resigning csme about in which he referred to
his state of health, to hisc age and to the mistakes he had committed in the
figld of pareo nal cult and socialist legitimecy. 'ds long term as ot fonal
Party secretary ended daomx thus &5 a consquence of the activitiss of the
Petofd Cirels.,

Rekosi's ¢ ccassor became Lo Gero. It was his acsimgment to take over,

by seemirgly arpeasing polliclss, but actoally adhoring to the old line. Ermo
Oero referrsd to the Jums 27th meeting of the Petofiec Cirele in his outstanding
spesch of July 19th snd called it a "LittlePopan", but at the same t ime,

he noundsd netes of concilistion tomard the Petof! Circle at the end of his
speech, He axplained that the Fetofic Circle becans the cantre of new
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political grouping, but nothing else could b» a2 political centre excem.

the Polit Bursau and he extended his remarks by sugpesting that e Baskye
ik baerdaad ncoeropek Patofi Circle should be put under the direction
of a DESZ. Respondent explaina ®at they found Gsro's speech Huffing and
something not backed by real farce. It seemed to respondent and his friends
that the Fetofl Circle won this lattle, and that it could go over on another
attack on the policiesof the govermment .

It was at t his point that respondent became & member of the executive
comnittes of the Petofi Circle.

Hespondent explains that vhile speaking of theactivities of the Pstofi
Circle he also should refer to other signa of intellecfual ferment. He

seys that fyom the Spring of 1956, mainly two magawires , the IRODAIMI UJSAG
and HETFOI HIKLAP, but other pepers such as NEFSZAVA AND (O0ZIUJSAG, and more
and more papers and magazimes spoke surprisingly courageous language.
Hesnpondant remarks that NEFSZAVA HAT BEEN UNTIL THEN NOTHING ELSE BUT A
SOUNDING BOARD OF THE OFFICIAL PARTY ORGAN, and that M0ZIUJSAC was entirely
insignificart mapgazine devoted until then to nothing slse but to writing
about meot lon picturea. But it was NOZIUJSAG that published one the greatest
poems of Oyula illyes and more and more the papers and magesines begen %o
have resl content, whereas all of them, up until pow, had ths mere function
of rubber stamps.

dearwhile, the historiesl fact , that the oll fields of Lisps were exhausted
cam2 to light. The wasteful mnagemant of metural resocurces which was so common
with the Communist regime backfir-d now, in the case of the oild fields. The
efl fields gushed water. XX¥I This fact assumed a significance far beyond

its immediate effects on ecommic life - all the wore since in 1949 tha

head enginser of the oll fislds of Lispe wes sentenced to jafl because of
Usabotage". “is sabotage consisted of his opposing this was‘eful mimmengmment
ef the oll fields, and hs warned, on basis of his oen caleculations, that the
cil fields would produce oil only for six or seven years. New his predictiens
cams trve, and he was otill sitting in Jail as soduocsmx an hamperer of

produe tion.

The ¥etofi Circle took advantape of this situation ard amnounced & mesting
with the topic:"THE PROELKH OF THs OIL FIELDS." In course of that debate,
they found oppoartunity to discuss the stupldity of the policy of the Farty
onos. mere .

The next debate cefitared around ' he topic of the country's acriculture.

This session was particularly imnortant becguse Zolten Tildy, former Presldent
of the Fungarian Hepubliec, alsoc spoke - the Tirst time iIn public in & number
of years aftar Hole error. Inry Magy slso attended but he didn't speak, but
another big name, Zoltan Vas rose to speak, then he not only didn't rebuke
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peakers, but in fact, he himscl! was quite critical of the
gl!ng;h Egﬁnﬁﬂvigtim policies of the Emu:?{..

A particular color was lemt to this meeting, that all the comments of

the participants wes accompanied Ly one of them frequently remarking

ard when this participant was given the word - without his asking for it -
it turped @t that he was & peasant from Tolma County. He took a trip to
Budapest for no othar reason toa ftend the mesting of the Patofi Circls.
When he took the floor he started his remarks by saying that he came to
this mepting because he heard that this was the only place in the country
nhere one conld say what he thought was true. Ha spoke of collaoctivization
in agrimlture; of the diminishing mumber of caftle and pigs, and of the
setiacks in apimal husbandry, of the mistaies committed b y the tractor
stations; he advocated an economy of independence of farms, with orchards
ard products that nsed mnual handling.His speech was raceived with greet
applause.

dearmhile the Petof{ Circle worded & statement corsisting of ten demands,
on the ccamsicn of T re Hagy' rehabilitation and his readmissim into the
ranls of the Coomunist Party. Among the tne points were the following:

"A gereral Farty convention has to be cellsd into session imnediately and
I“re Fagy has to be among the a*tendants.”®

Rakosi - 8till 2 member of the Central Committes of the Farty - has to be
Pdeprivad of ihw every office of the Purty."

" dinaly Ferkas amd Vladimir Farkas have to b given publis trial,®

" A division of the foresign trade agresments should be comducted,®

¥hen thefree MEFESZ organisation students was founded 1 Szeged and wordad
its demandc in & declaration to the mation, it used part of the ten points

of the Fetofl Circle and added "reticnal" damands to them, liks ths celebrat!lon

of Jgmch 15, and worded altogethar 16 points.

Before long, other WEFES. organizationa were set up or wers in the stage of
being & t-up at othar Univerasities; particularly in Budapest,

Gomulk='s speech at the Party Congress of the Polish Commmnis’ ..oty was
surprsingly liberal, and the Hungarian stucent= mainly the li.tera of thee
SERESE ofanivations decidsd to express theirs support for the Polish mow:s,
and prepar d great public demonstraticns, ¥hen the dinister of Interior
rrocunced over the radico wedshetioommmeiwex that thess demonstrations woulda't
receive permission of the authorities, the Petofl Cirele -~ joining forces
with the Writers Assn. - called on ieodee laszlo Piros, Minister of I terior,
and repressntativos told Piros that if he didn't permit the demonstrations
the bitter semtliments of the students might erupt in an explosion, but at Ehﬂ
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same tims, this refusel on the part of the ¥inister of the I terior to permit
demonstrat lons would be interpretod ss a etep agminsk the .anilh Brother Party.
Thers were soms students of the Technicel Universities bnginesring School ,
with the delsgates of ths Petofi Circle and the Writers Assoclation, and thay
asked the Minister to gof to ths Technical Univesrsity because they could not
be held responsibla for what was olog to happen there 417 ‘the suthoritiss ook
no atepe to scothe the semtiment of these studanta. Mnister Pircs gave an

ear to this reguest and he went over to the Tochnical Univeriity and held a
speoch together with Colenel ilarisn, hesd of Lhe institute of Millitary

Sgience of the Technical Univarallys

Cencluding his story of the Petofi Circle, rwspondent explains that it mes
only during the revolution that the Petofic Circle's executive coamiites
held & meeting on October 29, and that respordont was eloctad chal rman of tha
Petofi Circle. Until then they had had no chelrman at gll; all they had woe
& secretary who wes Cabor Tancros. The election of respondunt to Patofi
Gircla's chairmanship was ratified by & broad leadarship of the Patofd
Circla on Hovemtsr 3ride.
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THE APFARATUS OF PORER

Dy The Eassian Troops

Then respondent is told that some pevple eay that Hupgarian feelings =boul

the Russian amy &rs dus to the evencs of 1848, he expresses his thoughts in

the folilowing woida: _ _ _

"No, that is a mistake. Doubtlaess in 1848 Fasldevicz crushed the Hungsrian war
of i:ﬂpmi:,&, but the svaluation of this single fact 15 a satiesr of hHistory,
and people are not much comcermsd with it as far as the attack on the Bussians

is comcerned. Not even tha events of World War I are of much msaning in the
controverry in the fight existing between the Hungariers und the Hussians s of
now. On the cccanion of the first wmorld war, scldiors vho had contacted Husalan
soldiare, estatlishad “riewdly relationa with them in spite of the fact that they
vere snemiss. The genersl picture was that Sussisn priccpsrs of war were Lrested
vaory well in Hungsry. Among many other remsong, there vas & penerally shared
balief between Hongarlan peasants that they canp aslt the Lord to have 3 good
treatmant, for their own boys who were in captivity in Eussia only in cass they
do glve good humsns treatment to the Hussian pr'glanmrs in Hunsary- Quite a few
Busalan risomrs of war liled 1t so much in Fangary that they rather stay there
and nover return to Euscla, The e tuation grestly changad after the second

world war begsuse of the Russian occupation, when Lhe Fuesian, that 1u to say,
the Sovist Army didn't display charactarintice of Hussian mentality, but became
e tool of the designs of an imperislist power bent on colonisation. Well, rhen
this happened, Huogarians hecams hostile in thoir Cealings toward the Bussian
soldiers. Still, most pasople could differentiate and not the Russisn people were
hated by the Hungoriana so much ma the Russiap soldisre, In fast, I should rather
say toat Uhe Hussian pacole were not heted at all, only the Busginn soldiers, and
ovan much more oomdocwcxkhe than the soldiers wo: halad ths politierl anfEoeisl
systenm whoae repressntatives the scldiers werv, wmwittingly and unwillinely, ant
vhoss ordsrs. they carried out. Thinking Huinmarians hole that atrocitizs and the
mand fastetion of brutal force in group ss well os in indiyidual eases, snd the
iack of culture in most of tha Husslan scldiers, wara cus to the philosophy of
e soniel systam. It waa dos to this system that ewven peopls who dalek deslt
with Hussian literrture ﬂmmﬁgﬂsg ag ir profession, or othars who translated
worke of TRgenev, Tolatod mnd YOS 9372:95Y, .ard who hac the attitude wnnckad:ckhe
mirichmier of some mastery tomard the Hussisn vecorle apd the Hussiun peniuos,
glso turned against the Hussian ooccupation because of its misdaeds. Even the
bolievers turnad agaimnt it who expected the Smciameshyxdix disciplinsd sad
"sozial philosophby "-piboder army of world communism coms Liberating Pungary. Tes,
evan Witee whe expectad that the fad Army would act like the fairies in fairy
tslas who punish the villaina and reawas d the voor &nd wrteched, trass people hed
te realize that something cuite different happened. Sovist troopn locting did
ot dlecrimimmte whethor the lootad or meped, were poor or worthy resple. Rhile
the Garsan occapation troppe lootsd ® only" sntorprines, ehoos, institutiors,

the looting of the Russiane was Ly no mesns restrivtad to the sams which remsirsd
in tact, or were not Looted by the Usrmens, tut it extended also <o the

-
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pereoml mroperty and emtered Tamily hemss without ths slightest ghow of
having qualms or conscisnce. Fleads of immocent young girls, or cthers
and uixyrmxx prandmothers did not deter Hussian scldiers from whot ever they
maant to coumit. Halerench to their poor and being part of the dowatroddan
massss did not hold back the Hussian scldisrs from looting and raning./The
people vhom whey ware supposed to "liberate" - lany of the former 1deal ist
comminists tumed with the grastest of ressntoent and display sgiimt those
Beseisn acldisra bacause thay were so hitterly dissppointed, and bacaues they
had the feeling thay were repudisted by those Husala ef their
cours, ryman to twhom they promised thst the Russians mu

"Much coafort could bave been found in the fact that Hussian officars behsved
pitch better than Hussian soldisre had it baen the cese, but it just wasn't,
Comrunists m uld knve had a zood casz could they have paintsd to tha fact that
the omas who bacame the elite of ths Communist organiszation are real ccsmuniaste
en the syatam 1iken to depict its great heroes. Had the Ruseian mldiers been
greftly surpassed irl good bohavior by thelir of ficers, I think the suptire
pildure =ould have been dififerant. Bot Huncarians [ound t¥at the Husgian

o ficers wera not only not moch inspired by perty ideclogy, they fourd gleo that
they” ware gsavagely lrutal kek with thoes with vhome thuy ceme into contact, bt
they lncked foundetions of modern day civilisation and culture, Grimy.csceesoves
in Fussian fanily homes as =2ll as officers querters and barvacks was the rule
rather than the exception. Hypoorisy in words es well as hypoufpsy in deeds -
hypocrisy in speeches, hypocrisy in poblicatione - a hyvoorisy which was not
sublte st all, bat open and bratel. This hypoorisy, amcuntad to almosl ths

same kind of behaviour whnich ocan be charactarized an utterly primitive
exgrmles just imsgine how psople would feel about a holdeup man who would

say, whils poinmting the oistol et his victims, and while taking eway all thay
have, Lhat he came g8 the begnefactor of those neonle - firat of 11 Lo
enlighten their burdens ao that they don't hava to earry o much in their ponlats,
anc gecondly hw ceme to maks them stronper by showing them that thay shonld
1ift their avma and exsrciss their muscles."
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Co The Armys

When respondant is esked to give us some idea of the part olayed by

the army during the revclution, ha has this to say:

" It was on Dctober the 23rd thet I obssrved for ths first time the
scldiers of the Hungerian pecple's army deploynd to suppress the
axpacted turmoile, but the sttitude of the soldiars left no doubt

right in the first hours of their deployment. I first met them on the
dt. Stepnen circle way in Hungarian Szemi Istven Korut. The soldisrs
were sealed on trucks with their weapons in their hends, and & grest
many people of the strests surroundsd tham. People shouted to them:
"Now boys the Time hss come when you heve to lmor that you mmstn't

do anything against the Hungarian people!" Thers were only the
political officers who replied to the crowd 4in an unfriandly way;

tha obhers were either silent, or smiled or waved or gave soms frieondly
answers that they kosw their duty to be on the side of the Hungarian
paoplo. The behaviour of the soldiers was clear in this case, as it
bacame crystal clear in the following two deys. dost of the soldiars
Joined the Hungardan revolutlon, at least in spirit, and mractically
the only onos who realsted were political officers, and the students

of the political efficers' gchonla. For instanca, the Stalin political
officers who were in the Huvesvolgy - bul even the behaviour of the
aeforement ioned political officer's school mamed after Stalin chanped
by aboutl Novemeber the 3rd. We observed that these people had trucks
with lond speakers with which they tried to influence the people in
the street and always clearly revealed wimt they thought of the svents.
In the teginning, they cslisd the revolutioraries fasciste revolutioniats.
Later ,epocmprmynd their tuns imorowed “ay by day, and by about Now,
the 3pd, thay called the Cresdom fighter: actually "our freadom fighter
brotheret,

Whan respondent 18 ssimd zbout peographical differsnces, ard differences
in the tehaviour of Uhe anlisted men and officers,mf NCO's , he
angwors ' There sere no esesntial differepce in sither the gsographical
or the socinl womm respect: Ta may call the attitude of the army people
quite uniform. Thare wers difference betwesen officars and enlist:d men
in 80 far as officarn were much slower to undersiand tha gemuine
character of the Hungarian revolution. znlistad man graoped what wass

afi etake right at tho ischmdeg very first hours of the revolution., It
wes rather sa a response t0 ths tremsndous pressure of the enlisted men
and of the populaticn that of ficers sldad ons aftar the other with the
revoluticon, after the initail confusion. There were, however, units

in which the attiuds of the officers corps was also gquite vmaninous in
sepoorting the revolution from its fnceotion. SUCD WEre suees.ths so-ccllad
specinlized gnits, such &8 urits of the armored déivisicns. The Pirst
prmared units 4o apprar in Budapest wers Lhose of the divislon of
SZolnok. Among them were young mtodsnts of the officar's school of e
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armored division."

This is respondert ‘s answer to the queeticn as to whether he means by
tgiding wit the revolution! only a passive support or also an notive
participetion in ks actusl combat, and whether there were only persons-
$ndividualy or ertires matdx unlts whioh went over to the side of the
revolution:

"Indeed, there were also eptire units which hurried to the support of
the revolution, end in other units wmem vhere they met resistanca onths
part of the officers, there were s grest sany individuals who sided with
ths revolution in active combst. Such units ware dispersed as & rulej most
of *hem went home and n graet meny of thos who first went home took up
arm= and joined the fighting units of the freedom fighters in various
polnta in the city. Joining the revolution, staying aloof, or not being
able to join it beczume the of ficers locked them up in their barracks-
wall this picture becams guite clear about pctober the Jth - that is to
sgy by then everybody - every soldier wes well in one role or another
and the initial confusion ended."

Viken respordent is a simd why theme wes not more resistance on Novembsr
the 4th, he answers:

" Jainly becsuses by them there just wasn't any effective military force
that ecould have been deployed. There were units,rathor smeller omes, which
resisted heroically but they did aobt mean too much in thes entire pleture
mainly because the re-organization of the Huongarian army had not takean
place yat after the initial confusion and dispersal of a gr =% magy, o

I should sey, most units in the first few days of the revolution, Re-orgami-
sation was hampersd by 3 preat many factors - minly by lack of officaras
who ware patriots end ware mither communists nor fascista and who werse

in good health becsuze, of course, a groat meny of them had been wreciad
4n varioes prisons and concentrstion caaps — 1 mesn the afficers of tha
army which existed befors the commun!seta toock 1t over, Above all, thare
was no central leadership yst because the old ony was not replnced yetd

by 6 new ope which would have embraced the ldeas of ths revolutlon
comnletely. The minister of defense and the chiaf of staff ware sngpad
in negotiations with the enemy whan the attack 1ock plage, and thoss ware
arrested right at the side of ths negotiaticns by the Husslans. As a
conseauence, all the troops which were loyval to Ghe revolution stood
without amy central lsadarship, and thoy were anble to act only upon the
lesdershir of the local comnanders. Becuuse of the geparal breskdomn of
commnicatioms , thers was no real connection between the commanders kxk
of the various units. Buasisn army units mere denlayed in the way that Lhay
separated Hungurisn arsy units (rom esch other.”
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D. Husaian troops.

When respondunt 15 asked what he expected from the Bussian drmy bafore
they marched inte Hungary in 1945, or rather besfore they fought their
way into Honpgary inl945, he camss up with this answer:

"l axpected that the Soviet troope which were after all oms part of

the allied milikary powers would follor the principles laid dowm by

the alliad army commandars g8 well sz ths leadsars of thos countrias

in vwariouws svids internstiomal agrecmsnts. When mentioning this, I

am referring mainly to the hope that there would pever bs eny dictator-
sghip ander the nkmszsckoan control of any alllaed unlts, I also oxpectad
that the isolstion mf Hungary was forced into during the German
occupation would also end once and for all. All in all, I expected that
the Soviet tromps would rather help than hampar Hunpary teo {ind ite
rightfel place in ths fawily of mations of tha wild, because I saw in
them & tool of the intermtioml policies of the sllies. At the same time,
I expactad that the Russisn army would be & military force standing on
the firm grovwnd of ideologicsl convictiorns which I didn't shars, but
from which I hoped that they would act according te principlss, and
certainly in a discipliped way. Fhat we exparisnced, however, was just
tha opposite of what I expscted, It becams scon very clear that the
Russian cccupation forces did in no way represent the policiea of the high
lendership of tha allisa. They did not permit in sny way Hungery to join
the family of mations; on the comtusry, thsy did everything in their
powar to prevent Hungary {rom deing so« They rather wers bent on
integrating Hungary lato their pot only femeadbdnBmomy "sphare of
irfluence" but aleso into their =upire. The ammy turoed out to te in no
wey an ideolopical army. 29 they liked to call thogsslves and tor refar
to themselves, but rabher au army which locted Hungary not only the way
the Hussian srmy ad done befure -~ who lootad only goods of the state
ant corpmatiom and communitiss - No, the Husgians did oot stop at bthnt,
hui.;mnt. onn looting the individual famili=s and the individual permons as
t H -:.“

Probas intc the chanpge of fespondent's a'titude tomard the Bussian ermy
in Hongary aince 1945, result in the folloring answers:

iy opdnioen did not chanpe essentislly since I formed 1t upon the
experiance of 1945. LFf thare was ary change it was for the worss. My
real dissilltsions came in 1945.%

Hespondent had no peraoal commection with any Hussian soldiers after
1945, and meither did his reletives or friends have such, not that he
knasin of, or finds worth mentioning. He thinks that the relatlors betwesn
Bunparians and the pre-revolutionary occcupation troops were not very good
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because the Hungarisne dlstrusted them. He thinks that there might

have boen s intercourse of local popuintions in varisus paris of
the country, but not in Budapest where Soviet authoritiss complately
{solated Hussian f{emilies and Russian offlcers and soldiers from tha
population. The Russian fomilies, for instance, in the Gorkij Fasor
lived =w completely separated from the local populztion: Their children
went to their own achools, eslled Gorkd) schools; they had thair

own theatreg, both legitimate and movie theatresj they had their own
spacial clubs, end their omn shope and stores ™

Respondent thinks that the Russien troops in the ocouration army did not
influoence tha Hungarians in any other way than that thay alismted them
from the Saviets aswell as from Communism. Although Hungarians did not
need thiz additionsl resson to feel hostil towards commundsm, he remeris.

Hsgpondent had po contact with the Hussian troopa during the revolution.

Now respordernt ie @sked how Hussizn troops behaved during the revolution
and what att tude they showad through thelr actions. These are respondents’
words:

Pijhen in the first fem days of the Bungarian revolution, Eussian troops
wers dalbloyed to suppress the revelt, their fighting force and ¢ heir
fighting spirit was certainly not comparable tc the one they damensiratad
when they came in &s conquering force in 1945. In 1945, they ld no
inhitdtions of any kind - mordl or otherwise. In tha first few days of

the revolution, the Russian troops certainly demonstrated through thelr
actions, that they hed various censiderations and inhibtdtions te ge ahead
dn a similar marmer &5 they had dona in 1945, This mipht b2 due to their
erperiences in Wagary whare up to that very moment thay had ssen a pesceful
country and peovles simply gouing to their jobs and pever showing any 8lgns
thet couldbe lnteroreted as Lascist or arlstocrutic or anytiing vhich ths
army lezdership nsed to insight thelr scldiers against the Hungardan
freodom fightars. The Hussien troops certainly broke with {heir ruthless °
marper of fighting which was so cheracteristic of ell of thalr actions in
1945, I am guite sure that they wers deeply imprugsad by the fighting spicit
of the freedom Iighters and by the andoubtedly uniform stand of the enlirs
Huggarian population. To mention ome instance in which 1 personally saw
Husela army unlts - small as they were - join the Hongarian fresdom {ightars,
I em refarring to ome of the svents in which I gave account alrerdy in the
first few chapiers of oy interview, but wa also received entiraly relisble
news that this experisnce of mine own was by no means an isolatad inetencs
but that thers were geversl imtances of the same nature. Thesa raporte

care to the revolutiopary council of intellectusks in which I wan aciively
working, The raports casg in from varirus fipghting unite fux of the freedom
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fighters both in Buadapsst and in the country, rarticularly in the
courtry. It apoearsd to m: that there was such an instance in Hiskole
but I may nct remsmber well 2 pough to cits this sxample.®

¥When respondent iz saked vhather there were maxy deserters in the
Byssian army, he sngwered:

"] psrsonslly did not deal with this cusstion, but I can still recall

very viwddly that I received official rsports of megotiations going on
betveen various Hungnrisn sroupe during the revolution which wanted to

give n specizl standard tc the deserters of the Soviet army because they
received & report of sn soomwibiwgigx considerable high number of such.

The fimsl decision wes that we had to give them @xigem ssylum in Hungary
antl grant them all rights which are to be given to a political exlle.

One barracks was avaouated to houss these deserters, and it was decided
that these Hussian soldiers should wear insignis distinctively marking them
as hb2longing to the side of the revolution,"

To a probs whather these Hussian soldiers were expected to fight on the
gice of the revolution, respondent answars: "Ho, definitely not." To
annther probtin gquestion as to whether Lhey were regarded as POW's, hs
ansvwers the ssma doflinite no.

Another prote into whether Hussian scldiers lought en the side of tha
Hunyariaos end whether respondant has amy psvsonsl and reliable Imowledge
of such cases, respondont answers Lhat he was 20 busy with other casas
thet b2 hesird only reparts on which be w66 not able to check, Wt ke adds
that he has no doubts that there were such cases, even though vary short-
Livad,

Asie=d abtout cases of individuml brutality by Sovist soldisrs toward
Hungarians during the revolution, respondent says there vere several

such cases of which he knows personally. "Teske for instance, the case of
the mnoy Hungarian wounded who were in a bullding near the WYWnistry of
Dz{ensa. The people living in that houss called up the ambulance seversl
tinres to go to help those mmamks wounded. When the smbulznce arrived, the
Rurgian soldiers cold bloodedly shot ths chysiclan as well as the
aseistants vho were nith him, and =11 othsr peoole who hwrried to theae
vounded to halp them were shot in cold Llood by the RHuesian soldlers vho
vare on the other sicde of tle streat.
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as; ¢ dars.

Asked whethey Lha top people are clesver and intelligsnt quile apart
from their pirposes and motives, res ondant explaine:

"Colone) Uatyas, ratioml Comranday of th: AVH wme relieved and nls
diaminss)l was nothing but a purges [ don't know who is now in his place.
if *hs pro-revoluticnary AVH wee reorganised with the same sagsm degrae

of afficiency, one may say that their afficiency is tope..efficient, of
eoursa, {rom thair omn point of wiow = that is Lo say, capabls of carrying
out those designs thet the cowmunists went them to sccomplish. AVH mon
are tesimsd shrouwsh s munber of specizl courses which are painstalingly
glaborn-@."

A probe hoe come respondsnt lnows bhis sowll is apsvered by bim in the
folloving worts:

"Phs number of ysers, I aspent in prison and in concentratlion camps gave me
opportunity to lasrn asbout several AVH men in our jall or concentration
ogmps rather, that they left for = specdal course, When these AVH mon
returmed, afier about six to twelve months, they mecelved higher ranks

ard ve were ahla to obsirve that they Llesrmad new tricks and new approaches
to fimd out what they were after, It was apparent that thase tricks vera
learned durlng these couwrses, because they didn't epply them bofore.”

Ancthar probs as to vhet those certeint ricks were almed at 1= answersd in
the followling words: placing O

"hoss triclks were malnly aimed 2t (peidadve informers in our midst in a
woy ve did not discovsr them - tale= for lnstancs, the trick that up Lo =
cartzin period af time whansver they wantsd to transforn a pitlsonsr into
an informar, they called bim slor= to the headquarterg and after onw of
thosa i1ralning coursas they called alway= six or ssven #0 that peopls did
pot know who vas called for the sole reeson of persuading hia to Decoms

A dirty rat of an Informer,"

Respondent cones again o the ariziml cusstion by s{ating that he presumes
thers vere scveral cotheyr courses of wricus and different netures, nnd
tharelfore AVH paopla boecause they ware surprising’effectiwve and

resourcefol in thelr {ight againet the revdlution.

Hespondamt has this to 2ay abmt the clevarness and intellipgsmee about
Army lendership:
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"I think the efficlancy of srmy leadership is far below that of the
sscret police. The efTiciency of the wsll-trained leadersip
wag sacrificed to the political reliability of the new,"

Here is respondest's ¢pinion of Russian Army lesderships

"I thick high argy leadarship of the Sovista is quite competent and
efficient. Let ma mote the following evamples to illustrate my stand.
I had a chance to experiame Tirst hend the tactics of the deploymdnt
of the Russdan army after November the 4th.

HAREREY R TN THIBUEEY These strategic considerations behind those
plans appesred to bs very well conceived and all the dealgns appesred
to heve beon plammad moch earlier than thsy were actuslly cerried out
after Nov. the 4th. Take for instence that the Hussian troops marchesd
in a way thet they broke the comrsction linss between Hungarizn troope
and thelr hesdgquarters, o Fungarian troops and thedir supporting m rte
which were to take care of their logistic pseds, No doubt tha desploymmnt
of the Busaian troops can te termed a perfoct mancevor,”

Next question refers to the efficiency of public sdministration officials,
and respondent has thim to say:

"Ihe lower eschelons of publlic adminisiration officials is uiterly
poars #dost of the pecple sppointed by the Communist Civie Councils
wers picked on the basis of political relisbility rother X than
their actusl efficiency. sven if we coms Lo speskof officislsemployed
in the various minictries we may clearly see that the main prinicpls
of selection was tho pullticsl considerstilons But ss long e WONNICH
wes the Jdinister of Interior, he kedx handled affsirs ina wery
intelligent and quites affioclant way. Ha is upguestionably the bast
trained membar of the Hungarian government of today.M

When respondent is ssked vhather hs would cure to commsnt on any cthey
[:rm{pn in the leadership of thes couniry, he comss up with this

replys

"Tha leaderanlp of the Comunist Farty dtoday is not Heoftmmmtxix quite
uniform. I think the most interesting iviwprxrkewidimo: fact is that thare
1s = numbsr of high party officiesls who are playing = rolss in ‘he eysa
of the public apd their mames are very often mentioped, Tt they are
actually quite unimportant, These people are contrdsted by a numbsr of
others whosa namss are complsately unkmown and who are the actual whesls
behind the wheels ws can see. Ome of these is & cervainkg lajos Peher.
This man tegm hin career Sn 1945. First ha functionsd in the mExantpeasant
parsy, and later he joinud the Communist party, and becams editor of the
Seabad Folé, Fe glways bulonged to 8 olique oprosing Rakosi. Anothar
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similar personality ie likice Somogyl. Por sometime he was ons of the
top leadsrs of the unions and then ha was pushed asids for quite some
time. Ha was lknowm ans ome of the most decent fellows among the
Communists. If later & procszss of liberalisation my start within the
Communist Party, any charge for the betier may be expected from these
people and from others grouped arcund thea. Since S#alinism is once
more in the saddie in Hupgary, it my be quites some time until these
people csn rtart a naw develcpment within the Party. ®

Considering hom important such pecple may become in & new develooment
this interviewer deens it necessary to ask raspendent whather he would
suggest that the aforementiored names be not used, and that even the
deseription given be not used elther in any pullicdtion, Respendent
said that the inmterviewsr is wvery rdght and that hs requests very
pointedly that meither the mames nor thy descriptions of these peopls
be used in zny publisation.
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ASSESSHENT OF FUTURE FHOSPECTS FOL HUNGART

As Tha pext few years:

lespondent snswere the gquestion as to what he poesses willhappen in the
naxt fow ysars, and vhat Bis hopas are by saying:

"The only aveme for Hungary to becoms free in the presemt or future

in the to bs agreed upon by the grest powers ami preferably by the
United Mations. Hungary's sfituvation cannct be dealt with indevendently
of other so-cslled satellites. Liberation b milifary powar mppears

anreal istic because the USA will mever launch a war, all the more nm,
because it is justifiably efrsid that such would result fn a World War.
Sut thesmbjupated countrise can be bought from the Soviet Uniom -

me of the prizes, for instance, might be the withdrawl of NATC troops

%0 8 distance aqual to ome to which the Soviet Union withdrawa its troops.
Yor the nations of the free world, tivs weuld Be digscdvantageous baeause
ictually a strong Commundst area would come to 1ifs in this territoryi the
seutral ity of which would be but nomimal. *U iz my (imm comviotion that tha
a0st persuaded Communist masses are o be found in these comtrisa, mors
than anywhere els. in the world, perhsps, because of their first hand
axperiences with the actual workings of the Communist system, and becuunse
of the occupation by the Soviet Union."

These ere respondent’s sstimstes as to whet prebably will happaps:
"Communists have profitsd (rom thelr bitter expariences and arrive at

the conclusion thet hers is no other way to carry out Comumunism pelicies
but complete tarror. This is their ap roach to the unrestricted terror.

"Tha West won't stir in connection with the PHungarian situatiom and the
st Eyrone silustion in gsrerel. &y only real hoca is the_Eden Flap
7ill not easily reach & astape whers it cocld bs a point of agreemnant,
because of the dissenting opinioms of the countrises of the free world.

“Hussia will probably keep its self in Hungery by changing nothing elee
sut its appearimoes™

d{espondent thinks thet his hopen of establirhing & neutral soms in which
fun@ry could scome free could be reslizes by megotiantdions.

fihen he is asked gbout the viewe of the pecple in Hungary, he comas up with
this picture:

"At present, when most of the population of Hungary are persomally involyad
in the consequances of the Hevolution by kaving mls "ives or very close
‘rlends either lost in the reveolution -desd, weunded, or prisoners, or

& 8 Xismehw doportse to Hussia, or one becaps a rsfugse, the Hunpgarians
monld like to rid themszlwes of the present terrible situation, regardlass
ww and at what. cost.

=
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Fhen respondent is asked about his ideas of & war between th USSR and US,
he says he doesn't think there would be & sar in the nsar future, however,
in the fimal end, he thinke war wlilbe unavoidable.

War could be avoidad, respondent thinks, ¢aly if the Soviet Union would

e dissolved from within or if the 5 goas Comunist. kespondent is afraid
that with the present policies of the West &nd of the free world in gepeml,
the inner s olution of the Soviat Union is not 1ikely et all, end, of course,
he says, he knows very well that the U. will never go Communist.

By _Hopes in refrospect:

fihen respondent is asksd vhet he thought of the luture, and what he hoped

for before the revolution and in the last ten yesrs, he has t.1s to sey:

"In kkegy 1945 and '46, . thought that on the basis of the new agresment

that fres elections could be held indungary and that the Ferliament creatad

by these elections would produce @ goverament which would build op & democratic
Yangary, by elocting & republ icen comstitution, and carrying out & Sweeping
land refarm, by guarsntseing the basic fresdoms. One hops of 1ibersl .
damoere tic development was the Potsdom ggresmant, in which the Wentarn are
‘emended pert in the Alliss @ontrol Commeission; and the Soviet Union mprasd

to that participation. What happensd in rezlity, however, was that the

Fast allies ware not zbls to carry their pointe in the Control Commisuion,

and we saw that the functioning ampunted not much mors than & mére backing

of the Soviet policies of those Control Commissiora. In 1946, - ot the end

of '46 - it became apmront that the Clmmunists Loolk over nore apd more of

key posltions in the mution's life, The turning peint wes the state visit of
Parene Magy ir the United States. This Hungerisn Fremiar presontad a picture
of the Hungarian situstion %o Pregidemt Tiruman, and be ssked President Tromen
for a more efflicient support for the advancement (o the denoceratie dovelcopment
of Hunpary. Unon his return, Ferenc Hagy confided the answer of President
Trusian to the cirele of his fricnds. “ told them that Truman's answer was

shat the USA and the free countries could not efford to ive more help than:
so far, and that Honge y had to fight it moiex out with the aggra ndizement and
ﬂ&lﬂni.—,at.inn;f policies of the Soviat Union. L
As & matter of cowase, this Bght aminat one of the greet military nowars of
the wrld could not possibly be effaciiva. The Soviet Unlom applied openly
brute force in Hungary - in tungarian domesilic public 1ifs. Dele Hovacs,
misioomnreEtogoaithheex  sereral seqretary of the Small-holder's Farty
and ops of tha, o perheps the foremost leader of the anti-communist lins
within the Perty was kidnapped at Soviet orders, and when the Soviet Union
agw that the consciance of the free world wouldn't stir at this overt act
they started a wholas erles of similor sctions - ths Communiet carried them
out pesty themzelve and partly through the Hungerian ckmsgex sgents. he
asries of this sctions of terror were callsd the famops Sslam® technlgus.
This technigue vwas Lo symbolize cutting up a selami by small slices - cutliing
up the non-commmnist democratic parties, risce br place, littls by 1ittle.
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The Communists emphasissd agmin and sgain that there srs democrats and
vesctionaries, and that the reaotionsries ned to be liguidated, or done

avwey with in some fashion. Then the so-called reaciionary el iminated

one by ons, the Communists vere segying thet among the remaining d emoeratic
elements, there are good and bad, and the bud ones have to be smashed, Whan
those designatad as bed, democratic elsments were smashed, and the Commiaists
again velled: "Hibody murdsyi® by pubting thelr finger on the remaining z00d
demoorata, and eaid that they were hard and soft democrats smong them, and
that the soft democrate had no nlace in politicel life. This fs how it want
on and on. The principls offdivide and corguer"ssxxe was reslized to its I1sst
deteils .

"From 1947 on, I realised that [ hed to abandon hope. The Hungparian gidn't

fail up and didn't fall demcoracy, tut the ¥est and the fres world in general
felled to fulfill sny of ite promissa, held out in wartims agreements. J tiought
that we wers atendoned snd I abundoned hore. I sew thet the Communist perty
took part in directing the mation's 1ife, ad ghaping its destiny with mach
more fraws forca than its role ought to hev) been proportiomate to the rumber
of votes aliotfsd the Cemmuniste in the lact gensral elections.

1The Communist Party points to 1948 as the phese in which the struggls {0
power was sEEkismdrciEkarimaigomehesmor Tesoamdx concloded victoriously

and came to an ends I was Iin prison in 1943, I? priscon, my frisnds and I
noped - the result of the peculiar psychology of prisons - that the {'ree world
would soon be Ted up by the impericlist ajgrandizement policles of tha

Soviet Union, as well as with its horribl: system of oppresion, by whick it
demrived its victims frem every reraindsr of basie human rights, ihi= situation
was mide wven more Lragle by tha fact, thet the vietiws of this oppressicn wars
citigens of countries belonzing to the Bu'opsan cultura - in brief, mations
var completely daprived of their right to sell-detaraination, and thaia
citizens mere completely deprived of any | uman righte. We believad in tlks
solidarity of the Buropean osopls, so we ‘hooght that there would be wmors toan
just spe chas in fsvor of the realisatiop of the subliue goal of a United
Europs. We hoped that all me:an_would be avallable to the free nations to mmk
utilizs for fraventing the aggr=ssors snd oporesucrs from treating natiors
longing 1o be a Buropsan Commnity ez if Lbay rers in ths dark agses.

"In the course of the galiberetion proces: which was launched by Imre Negy,

in 1953, and which cams to Life after som: 3overs petbacks, aproocditae s
snspciinssmmbdmem iRk et g o o eneod e

e mrr s s s screatomress , veiy slowly after Stalin'e death, and

really after the 20th Party Congress, it vesmed to us that perbaps Hungry wonld

have & chanca to folles o more Zmslepesictimiass independent coursa.

-
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- The following are the regations of respendent to 2 Poland type
solutions |
" Qomulka-ism is kept in axistence by the consent of Cardinal

i Mindgentsky and its & form of nationsl Communism which takes the

greatest possibl: advantage of possiblities left open by Communism,

snd utiliges every svailable means to realize democracy within the

confines that are left within the framevoriy of Bommunism. ¥y opinion

is that this phase can b= only a step toward the form of gemins [reedom

but it can bty no meame be anything near n sclution. It is my convicticn

that Gomulka~-ism won &t the elections breoause there wes a wish in the

public gpinion of the free vworld for e victory of Gomlla-ism. This is

bocausg” the Polish people reject d this regilme and wish more and more

freedom for Lhemselveas, soconer or later similar svente will takes place

in Poland as did in October last year inBungery. And then the Polish

people will be sbundoned %o the tender nercyfone ofl the two great

military parties of the wurld, just as tha Hungarian heros of the

revolution, ,eaders of tha free world, presa and radio of thae free world,

certainly wished that no violence erupt in Poland, and the Polish paople

knew this. So they reconciled themselve: to the sacond best sclution,

or mthar not solution, bul approech. The Polish pecple were able to

assess the situation after the outcome of the Hungarian revolution,

At the light of that revelution, thay sew what be if they rase only

against their oppressors, Cerdinsl Windventsky and his associatsp saw

the same and this is why they took a gtend against violent revolution.

The tragio history of the Varssw uprising of 1944 cortainly waz oms of the

factors thai psrsusded the Polish pesople Lo use modaration. I am

completely sure that this mational form of Comrunism is not mmourk

approved by the Polish pzople, but it ssems to theaa bettar and mors

humane than Stsliniem or Hhrushecheviem.™

. ¥hen respondent is a sked how he thinks the sclution he advocated - that
is, a military zome - could be realised, he answers:
"The Sovist Union ssemed .o be ready %o start negotiaticons about tha
plan concarning 2 neutral zome but it wos the Western powers(for reascns
unknown to m=) rejected ths overturss of the Sovist leaders.

"According to MmEmocoouoems  neva received from Hungery, from reliabla
sources, Sulganin 's proposal was mt with panic in Comminist circles af
Hungary, sod Commaniet functicrarios didn't feel at ease, but showed al=rn
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The same woild have bsen true in the other satallites as well. This

i3 ome of those signs which persuade me to dissaprove of the reluctance

on mart of the Western -owers to onter negotiations about the implemsntaticn
of the Eden plan. The fact iteelf that megoliations are conducted in

this matter - (even though nothing xould come out of them) = could have
shaken the situstion bshind the iron curtain to ite foundations."

When respondents opinion is asked about intermal changds wilhin the
Soviet Union leadin \ to a settlamant ir Banstern Barope, he comes up
with this angwar:

"Evan this oresent Soviel povernmant ern withdraw its troops from
Hungary - that is to say, permit the liberstion of Hungary without losing
face, if we offer them something in Hangary's place. I am referring at
this point again, to the Bden slan. But if we expect changss within the
Soviet Union, I am afraid we dream of ruch easy made-to-order scluticns
sut of convenispws, and wishful thinking -~ just like the Garman lesaders
who, during ths second World Waer, had ¢ theary that it would be enough
to march into Hussiz or at the most, to launch & milltary attack agalinat
Russia and the revolution would brealk out,. < am afraid That The many
factors which 8ll contributed to the revaluticn in Hungary are not
factors of any importance in Sovist Mausia,"

i
5
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SOCIAL, FOLITICAL ANRD ECONOMIC IDEOLOGY

A. When respondant iz regussted to express his views as towhet

an independent Hungury ehould be like, =conomically, he answara that
this is too greata ouestidh, and he would prefer that we brsgk up the
question into smeller perte; otherwise, he would suggest that he hold
a langthy lecture on the topic.

At the questiony if responisnt would put the empbasis #m an indapendect

Hengary on asgriculture, or Building up ita Light or heavy industries

, e answers that light Indnatry should ba foremost in our plans, baside
agriculture., Of the light Lndustriss those which have s close comection

with agriculturs shoild ba eaphanised, ruch as food industriee, and farm
mchinery industries. Respondent also sugg.sta tlmt such industry which

hswve been developad mall anough shovld e fwthar developad such ms

preclision Instrumanle of cpties apd othars in which the Hungarisn industry

has been tons. Heapomdent suggasts that if the news they received durisg .
the revolution about the wemium mires ' n South Hun@ry, which are e
supposadly second only te the Belgiom Gongo, but sven if they are only of
moderate sizs, wraniwa dhoulill be develomsd and put to the bsst possible

L8,

Soeeking agnin of agricpliure, respondeit suggests that frult-growing -
and egetablas-growing shoild ba floremoa’ in the plans suggested for tre
future farmers of Hungary.

hzspondent thinks the following of wha! should tw done with the naticral
entermises 1 Hungary should become frie: "Che new govarnm-et of any
indspendsnt Hungary chould issus sn ordor stating that the status quo of
the moment rust bs recognitsd to peven anaroly and tha order should contain
g stztement that all the Industrisl leacers who 2re in charge of &ny
squipssnt or operation of fue. ry mehanisms weuld o held resvonsible

for the mainianznoa of th: equipment am! Cinding sclutions Go 2afequard the
oreration, or the lack of eneratlicn, imhédh thay ara in charge. A48 scon
gn Tesasible, the Hungarian Parli&mnt- ‘roaly elactad, should convens

ard decidsff about the metioml uu:rnri ad. L rers&mlly would suggast.
end do averything ponsitdis to persvads psople,that the matiomal enter—
prisss be harded over to @ workers of thosa certsin plants so &s to
b2eome the property of th: workere and k2 worksr's councila to he formed
- gimilar to thosa formed during the revolation - should bhe in charge.
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This should go hard in hand with the devélopmsnt of the o
of "Gocisl property". 8y accial property I mean conditicns of labor
and managemcnt of a cartain plant.

fPrivate people should also be given fruedom to establish industries,
andforeign capital should be invited to Hungary. Of course, under
corditions not hurfing the country's salf-determination."

Respondent thinkes the {ollowing -elativs to the kilkhozes and state

ferma:

"Collective farma would te automaticall:r dissolved by the population

in ecase of tasio changns. The fundamental priociple of re-arrsngement
should be the land raflorm of 1945, but nrrangements should be adjustad

to local condiftions, sincs smell farms ohould be the basis of the
agricultursl system —~ small farms which can leep a family busy and give
it bread and butiar. The prineiple tomerd the propriestors of the pericd
ef time before 1945 should be the sconsideration that the right of usape

is stronger then the right of proparty. Cartain stats farms should bs kapt
in the hands of the state Lo function an model farms with the help of
which the leval of ajpricultural know-hov should be raised as high as

ihe latest reaults indicated in ths United Statesg,t |

Azked about the metiomnlization of industry and of the transpor‘ation
systems, etcs repspondent has this Lo sayve

"The madis of transportation should be in part nroperty of the ststa
( pation<wide) and in rart of citiss and towns ( 1f of local fmportance),
Spaller smmmoUErpmchackresbas  snterprines functioning as cooperstives
are adnissatle apd desiracle." Hespomdent thinks that most of Hongary's
popalation think along siailar linss. Hespondent's general attitude to
gevarment. ompershlp of mines,and other naturel resources like oil wells
and in case of minss - particularly ore mimes and coal mines - is the 4
following: these should also bacoms commnsl proparty as explained in
& forward paragrach vhen espondent first started talking about ratiomal
entarprisse. “i, ki industcy should be private property end only largs,
mtivp~wide moEYx conceny of 1ig_h'q1rru.at.ry should becoms commumal
F—T‘:'iﬂ-rtf' s E

[ 2

fhen asked vaat role gove-nment egzuld Flay in ar,rieu}.tu:ﬁ, rzepcnddent
suggests that main concern should/agricyltursl ediicetion...education in
gvary field nlu_ﬁn agricultural educatior. “n its model farms, which woald
ba important !n this eduontion, it should use the most aodern methods

ap adjusted amd applied o conditions in Humpary. It should be a primacy
concern of the sgriculultural dept, to lresd better ma =s of armmals. <o
protect forest, and to regulate fishing and hunting, and above zll te
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dovelop naw and better crops and other agricultural products by
wide-apread experimemtations.

-~ The respondent thinke thnt the government shouldn't set a meximm
linit tol the amount of lend &ny one perason or family may own after he
new arrangamwot. e thinks progressive modockwssoomckmk tazation on
the profit hich s taksn oyt of ‘ha erterprise whould take care of not
letting people establish swent-shops ard take the profit out of the working
lﬂnihll-

When respondent is told =bout the two kinda of rovernmsnt which are
described in peint 2 of Chapter Xi¥, urnder capital B, respondent says
that thi= guestionis so obyious to answer that it is almoet an insult
to ask respondent msuch a question.

Hespondent would by no meensoutlaw the Communist Party. He thinks in

B democracy gkl parties, l:rug 284 they my be, should have the right to
ptate what they want to. *f one wishes to be & Communist, he thinks he
shoul \ have n freedom to do soe In a frae Hungary, respondent estimatas,
there wouldn't by more than et the very most, 4 or 5 % Commundist Farty
votes, and ne thinks tha! this is a very comservative estimate, and one
which #a veiry 'agamenimois toward the Conmunist Perty.

Ce Inta t _ : 2

Epeaking of the poaition, respondant would want Hungary to have ideally
emong obther naticme, he enswered "It is s United States of Burop=".
MHueocoiedxahmnk Then detailed qusstions are aaked, respondent answers
that the United States of Hurops wutceld be the {ingl and complately
conclusive mswer to all guestions of dstail, snd respondent fimally
says that if a United Steties of RBurope cannot be realieed then at least
& smller confederation of states shculd be brought about, but that
] confederation should be ¢e largg as posaible,

Aespondent with &n enthurisstic "yesz" when be i= asked whether he ever
thought of powe sort of fedaretion of Banubian states. Respondant was only
16 years old when he Zirst hesrd of the idea. Ha lsarned about it from a
book by Oscer Jeezi and the title of the book was in Hungarian " A
Fonledaracioe Essma Tortenste™ which translated into Znglish would sound
eomething like "History of the Idua) of Confederation.”™ He found this

book in tha High School Library of the school in which he was studying.

J— e —
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Respalcdont. thinks that the idea is very pood, He thinks it is desirshle
and possitle to establish a confederation of states, but he thinks

the lurger the unit the betisr. If he ought te come up with a suggestion
of his own and limlting the mumber of the states respondent would include
tha following: Hosanda, Yugoalavia, Hungsry, Bulgs ia, Chechoslakia
Austria, Polamd and the Ukraim, Raspondent thinks that the genersl

fecl ing about this in Hungary is that they want firet to get free and
then only decided about such matters, bul he ventores to gusas by saying
that he thinks peopls 1n Hungary on the wvhole would favor a United Statens
of Burope solution,

Bespondent finde the boundaries of Hungary not sccsptabla if thinking of
an ideal sitvation and an ldeal solution. When he is asked whether he
wants to see any territorial adjustment ls sgys that pecple in Hungery
and in surrounding countriss should {reely decidsd whare they want to
belong and respondemt thinks that =11 people, all sensible psople anmywgr
in Hungary think emectly the sams. In otiier words, respondent favors

a vlebiecite which should dacidag about the l:uunlnrieu if there are such
to be st mll.

Hespordient says that lw is very much concerned over the problem of
Hungarizn minoritiss living ocutsids of Hungary. He thinks basic human
rights together with the cther citisens of those states should be

secured %o tham. They should have the right to use thsir own languapge

in official places, too, and they should bave Hungarian schools, and even
collages whers nscessary. Their cultursl values should be laft in tact
like dances snd songe and their press am! their customs. Hespondent says
that all of thesa questions ars quite asrential teo him.



Agked whethar reapondeat thiniks there are changes poesibile within the
Boviet Union -graduill or btherwies - he answers in the following words:
" Since the death of Stalin, a process got started in Soviet Hussia
which mrocess weant some degres of liberalication. We have received
raliable reports about oren debatas of the Hupgariasn events at the
Mogcow University in the course of mhich students bombarded professors
with exosedingly embarrassing questions, but even though avents move
in that dirsction, it cannot be expectod that a basic shange will be
affected by some liberslization that he= taken placa so far. T don't
balieve that 2 revolution could come scon either becauss of the
efficisncy of the apparetus of powsr within Sovist Hussia. I think
mainly of the NEVD, HED and all the othor police orgens sad the army
itself. Sirce all of these are in the hands of the party., I think it
is well nigh impozside to male eny serious move which ls contrary to
the will of thess organs and perticolasly the party leadership which
disposes with them. I think basic chanyss in Sovist Hussia oan be
effected cnly by extermal events which would shake the Sovist Union."

This is respondent's puess about what other people in Bungary think '
of the seme question:

"hare are certain Hungarian belisfe according to which they gradual

liberation process will change ths facu of the Soviat Union, and there

are others according to which a sudden and profound eruption of

revolutionary forces will disrupt mhat we know as the Soviet Union.

I, however, camot chare smpmfdk elther of these two views."

Asked what he thinks the Hussian psople hold of the Communist government,
respondent answers:

"The pecple)fs of the Soviet Union reject the Communist government and

the Communist ai::tam just as well a5 the mations of the so-called
satellitas do. lhis is esrecially true zbout areas which are so-called
nationality areas. 1 think first of all of the Ulcains."”

Agked {or his gusssea what the respll would be of free elections in
doviat Hussia, respondent offars the following:

"Of course, it is embarrassingly hard to give en answer to such a
question, but I think if & completely irae election would be precedsd
oy a complstely free cpessch utterad everywhere, and completely free
press distributed evarywhere in Soviet Eussis - if thers would be a
great mny solightening epesches and lectures and if the Partias could
organize their membershid as freely as in a Westdrn democracy, I am
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persugded that tha Cowmundst Party would receive only a smxicic:
minority of the fotas.”

The folloming is the opinion of respondent of what the top leaders
of Bussja are llloa:

"It is theoretically conceivable that the top leadsrs of the Soviet
Unicn want ultimatsly somsthing good, howevar, even if this be so (

( whish i ouits debatabls ) ixhswx their actiona are characterized by
a ruthleoas imparialisa snd colonialism and by a state of their intermal
effairs which is certainly not in favor of the Sovist peoplea, While
concenteting themsalves coldly to designe =£ made for a glorious
tomorrow, the top lesaders of the Scviet Union comple tely neglect the
tasis of togey, mnd they lose sight completsly of the sssence of every
leadership in the world which is o serve according to the wishes of
the population -serving instasd of the peoples of the Soviet Union and
the other countries uoon wiich thay have established tha rule, they
sarve a aystem of dogmee, of 8 cOLCLY «ee-ss..ideclogy."

Askad about the difference batwean the Hussian lesders and the Hungarlsn
Communist leadership, respondent answeres:

"Although both of them are moving un the common ground of Communist
ldeclogy, anc although both them are dedicated to the same concept which
has bsen ontlimd by the Sovist laaders, still the Hungarian leaders
mist be influenced by the specisl Hungarian circumstances, and the
atmosphere in which they grew up. Saversl of them, intluding Kadar, have
first ad exrerisnce of the 81l system and the torture system of the
Hongarisn AVH., IT Is Impossible Lo leave thelir experliences cut of account
when we aspess them. Besides, there is a tremendous pressure coming from
the Hangarisan aillions which willingly they must eoorer or later
recognize ant! respect.”

A probing question whether respondent thinks that asoch pressure hae been
recognized and rescected 30 far by the Hangarian Communist leadership, he
amar{a:

"So far they have laf; it out of aceount. This however dees not mean that
they can afivrd in a Long ran to completely disrepard it."
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Go Foland:

When rospondent id e slad viat he thinks of ths Poland situation, he
rafars to his having made a statement on this gquestion in chapter XIII,
Sab chapter capital A, point 3. whon his views on a Poland type

solution ware asked. Upon interviewer insistence, he offers the following
opinion:

"The population of Poland, wxmmpk mccepts the Gomllm governmant because
it as no other choice. Tha peopls of Foland see no other solution
pogsible, moinly bsvause they realize that the Yiest is all for a Gomulka
solution and that the West favoras Comulka in the seat of the Prime
Ninistar. Ancther fsct which kesps Gorul'm in poeer, I think, is the fact
that he has reached an sgreomant with the Polish Catholie Church and
particalarly with Cerdiml Siomlymasix VWichinsig.”

When raspondent isealmd if the Polish developments had sny sk
gffsct on Hungary before Uct. 26th, ha comsn uvp with this answers

AThe effect of ths Polish svents was tremendous. The Llib.aeliretion
process going on in Poland infiltrated the Hungarisn scems. sven the
Bungarian revolution actually started op Uot. 23rd with a demonstration

in favor of Gesmulka. The leadership of the newly organiced indepandent
denccratic Hungarian sovement decided that thay wim hold & demonatration
expressing their syme=tlhy for Gomulks's spsech which he held at the

gth Congrese of the Fhlish Communist Farty. This sprech was wery liberal
sl it was very much to the liking of the Hungariann. Polish evanta hed

an effect apon Hungarian develcomonts both during arnd aftar the revolutlon,
bul, I am convinecad that the Hungarizn developmants inflluenced the

Polish events fezsxwesx to a2 very preat extent. The Polish devel onmerts
wars partioularly Influenced by the reallieation of what would happen to
thew 37 they vent farther than ths line drswn up by Somulks. They rassl luad
what an endlass trepedy would be 'heir lot Uf they wanted to havs a couplatel
indspendent and free country &g the Hingarians wanted. Polish peopls Zaurned
from the Bungsrlan évents that an even worsa Sovist Husslan oecupation
would follow if they reveltad beciuse the Fest did not feel in a position
to cone to Bheir aid, and they sar alone 'hat they could not atand up
agninet the mighty =ilitary vower of the Soviet Union.™

Asked whather thers were zny changes in fresdom of expresaion in Polam
before Gomulks's rises o power, racsoondent says:

FBafors Gomilka would have ceased power, cemtralization was very strong and
oporeesion was very harash in Polend. There was 8 dewalopmant particulirly
with students and writers, but there wes o tremendous cieavege between
lendership and ths peonle, and it wos this claavapge which Comilka triod

to bridge, or at least to meke saeller. Uomulla's perscon seema to enjoy
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some measure of confidence of the Folish paople. Probably he has a
role in Polapnd as Imry Magy had in Fungary."

This is respondents knowledge of the FPolish "thaw" bafore the Pogznan
riota:

"Thara was very little,if anything,spoken of an easing of the situtation
before the Poznan riots. The Fozman riots placed a tremsndous role in
axelting Hongarian imagination and sentiments.®

ksk=d whether he would have praferrsd the Hungarian revolution to taks
& mth along Polish lines, respondent answera:

"Wirile the Mungarian revolution was on, I certainly would not have
preferred it to tike a path along Polish 1ines. Events that started

in the Hungsrian revolution were followed by other events in a logiecal
meimer and it wee 8 natural development toward 2 purs democracy in the
Western sense of the werd, but pow after the revolution -months aftar
the revolution=- in retrospect I might say that I would prefer that tha
Bungarian sltuation would have developed along the Polish lines besauss
B rsalistic appraisal of the sum total of the fastors would warrsnt a
gradual liberflisstion. There I8 no =oluticn thinkshle that could be
worse than the governmant of Ksdar with its ruthless-anti-peonle, policiss
end practices.®

D._Yugoulavias

ksked about the influence of Tite and Yugoslavia in sastern gurope,
resporcdent says:

" Tito's Yogoslevia wislds a trewendons, slmost unbelievable, influancs
uprn the events in Esctern Lurops. Ste ementaof Tito - even statemsnotn
vhich only in part accept the view of loscor and whish in pert schex
criciess and refuses Lo sccepi the stand of dogeow - wielde & much groster
influence upon events in fostern Surope than sty temsntomace by leadeis

of Lbe United States of smerica. Tito uncusstionably plays an important
histerical roles Tito 's spesch delievered in Karlovard in which he
criticsed that the ds-Stalinisation process did no: g2t under way in
Hungary - that the Stelfnist leaderz wers still in theis formar positions -
wail, this speech to r vert to some $ime in Juos, I Lhink, had an effect

of an exploding bomb in Hungary snd Communist Leaders felt put on a spot.
The difference 1s this: if the US or any cther (res country criticizer mumyikin
anything tha goes on bshind the irom curtain, top leaders of the Commnist
Empire consider such statoments as kind of 2ompl iments; however, Af soms-
thing of tha® sort comee fram Tito, it is not dismizsed as a complimert bat
1s 8 erlously regarded as a grave criticism, bacause the Eremlin is amious
to seep up good diplomstic rdlations with Tito,"

SR il
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This is respondent's attituvde tosard Tito-ism apnd pationel Communism in
mmeral s

"In the Fimal amlysis, netionzl communisn is still communism which
takes into sccount & number of national chearacteristics in that certain
oountyy, but it is still commnism oppressing people and completely
detzchad from the mgtual representation of the will of the psople. A
petional cowmunism howsver, sinister and oppresaive as it is, is still
{0 be preferrad to the completely Moscom dicteted extension of the power
of hodbmmldwm Soviet Hussis. Meticpal Communism grants some, & very
poderate degres, of developing an independende. A WMoscow dictated
oommuniam doas not give any lesway. If there is any choice betwesn

28 tiomnal Communism and slmost any form of free governmental system, natérally
matiomal Comnunism hes to be rejscted, tut one can chose only between
Joscon dictated communism and national commundsm, the lattsr has to be
praferred beyond the shadow of a doubt.”

hsked what the r.lations of Tito are with other Hast Surcpean nations,
reapondent ansmers:

"] don't think we can lesm the geouine facta, The question dependa, Lo
4 verygreal extant upon the relsticn betwson Bzlgrade and doscow."

The following are respondsnts views on Tito's popularity:

*The population of ligoslavia rejecta Tito just as w 1l as the population
af Soviast Union rejects the Communist l.adership, But at the sams tins,
chere are signs that people have soms respect for the shrewd,jnternaticral
slay of Tito, but all those who took 8 trip to Tugoslavia lately and

sew the scononie situst ion of that country which is still very far from
»wlng stable, in spite of the larje amount of relief Tugoelawvis is petting
fram the fre: warld and mrticularly from the United States, and who saw
:he ssrious cegree of politicel oppression, did not coms back from Tugo-
alavia with faverable commants.”
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Es lilddle Engt:
Hore are respomients' views on the Anglo-French invasion of &Egypts

"Tne Anglo=Fremch invasion of Egypt was ome of those events which hed
disastrous conssguences for the Hungarian revolution. The Anglo-French
invesion in the erea of the Suez Canzl took unfair adwentage of the
Hangarian revolution. Jeen Favl Cartre made it very clear in one of his
articles that the Anglo-French military leadership plenned this invesion
at a much later date, but that the Anglo-¥ranch militery lesdarship meant
o fish ip Wropic waters and was amxious to take advantape of the situation
crented by the Hongarian revolution. The fact of the Suex intervamiion
itself, and even more, the fact that the Wast Alliss - Franece and

England = did not heed the warnings of the UN and did not carry ont their
resolutions encourapged, and in faot, amelx ldnd of entitled tha Sovist
Union to carry out the same intervenbion mik in Fungary, and not to obay
the resclutiona of the UN. This intervention was an act of aggression and
was sinful &rod dsplorsble by itsslf, but particularly the fact that they
chose such a time as to take advantage of the Hungarian revolution was

8 smomfxk shamelesa misdead.”

The following are respondent's viaws of the Israsli iovasion:

"The entire Anglo-Fremch invasion could b Xdooan! compared to a chese
fgame, and in guch a chess game, the Iarsell invasion was only one step
which was to lead to a combinstion of further stens with the uwltimete
aim, the Anglo -French milktary leadarship designed.”

Asked whether boypt bad a right to nativmalice the canal, respondent
rasnods 2

"Ihe mtionalisation of the Sues Capal is very complex guestion. After a
country has fulfilled all of its obligations gs de=cribed in troatips;
after it hes satiefied all the demande, can héve am coupensa-ion for all
of what such a commeay did in isvestment and meintemance, a country has
the right te appropriste and to rationalise an enterprise if it paye for
it in the sporopeiate way. digypt certainly would have hed the righ t to
nitionalize the Spez Canal had it waited until the date when the ocontract
between theSues Oampl Compeny and the sgyptien government forsew the
termination of the contract. Un the termination date, Egypt would have
recieved the stocks hsld by the Suez Canal company automatically aryway;
nence, 1 my say that the zgyptizo government had no right to netlopslige
the owaz caml under these circumatancus, and at this data. Still the
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retaliation conceived by the Fronch and the English govermment should
not have had the form of ar aggression and en occupetion. There were
other means available to the partiss interested.n"

Ibds is what respondent thinks of whether or not the Guormans are dangersous
énd my start ancther war:

not
"1 bave never hesrd about such views in the recent years. Xy personaly
experionces persuade me that Bermany is completely demilitarized and
deesn’'t fell like it will become witiang s militarily inclined and
irterested aguin. Peopls utterly dislike soldisring, and the sconomlc
prosperity of the German people ia mainly dus to the fact that they do
not have to bear the tressndous coats of armament. Setting up a Wast
Gormean aray would be in the interests of the tranguility ard order o the
turopean countries.” Respondent dlsmisses the quesiion ebeut West German
military strength with the aesartion that thers is none ,worth spsakkng of,
in exietence. Hence comparing it with the British or the French
military strength would be utterly impractical. According to respondont's
knowledge the recruitment of Osrman youth is still on a voluntary barin,
and there is no compulsary Juty.

Conparing the Oerman occupation of Hungary with thet of the Russians,
respondent velunteers this view:

“Usrman occupstion in Hyngary was pretty short &s campared with the
fussian occupetion, Aftar all it was started only on dsrch 19, 1944 end
Lested until the Huseisn troopa pushed the Oarman troops out of Hungs ry.
During the German oceupetion, there were trends possible within the
coantry - tremis which were aimed at restoring Hungary's freedom and
indgpardenca. There were aven retropreesive tarndencies poesible in Cerman
Scoupied Hungsry. On Mareh 19, 1944, a right-wing pro-Nazi Imredist
Eovernmant was Installad with dstojay al the besd of the government. Imredi
wan in that govermnment the ne-called %op =conomic minister and his
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party members dominsted ths government. This German favored govaroment
was khmm later rslisved by the lakatos government , which govermment

gould be described an comsiderably libersl - Liberal particularly ac
compared to other governmente in these yuars in y &8 well as in
other Oerman cocupisd or Carman influenced countries. So you can sec that
the Uerman occupstion still tolerated, willy-nilly, such sttempta &t
esteblishing & liberal goverrmbnt in Hungary. Undar the Soviet

occupation of Humgery, in thefirst few months, and even yenrs, therd was
=ome democratic progross posgible - particular in the first year - Tut
democracy - the dsmosratic institutions — bullt up by the Hungarian peorle
were dope away vith in a sys emntic mamner by the faorces as directed [rom
the Communist Ferty hendquarters and ultimately from ¥Hoscow. No serious
deviagtions from the politissl condept of the masters of the Soviet iinion
was possible. Comcaring ths two ocoupetions we msy arrive at the
conclusion thet the Gorman intervention and the German cocupation policies
and practices were not as werciless and rude as their Husnian counterparts.”

Bespohdent thinks that the Uerman Army was incomparably more discipiined
than the Hussian army becouse individual misdseds on the part of the

German cccupation soldiers wers rare, and individual encroachm:mts upon
tha rights of individusls were very rare, whereas in case of the Soviat I
occupation army, such things were svery-day matters.” |

This is what respondent ean and cares to ssy about NATG:

"The pnumbsr of MATEG troops vhich are presently in Europe and abtle to

stand up in defense of buropa is utterly small. If compared with nothing
elae tut the cemupation Army deployed in Poland by the Soviata wher: they
meintain 40 Soviet dividiops which is not much more than serc. Cons:quantly
if the Soviset Union would spgree to the sstablishment of de-militard:ad
mevtral zores within i1ts own danain, that is to say, if it would apres
withdraw its ceccupation forces from the Satellite countpios, and desand

{n return that the MATO forces be dissolved, I think this would be a

very favorsble burgain for the Frse Forld., It seems to ma, the barg=in
vwould involva giving up something that is not more than nothing, to sgy

the MATO (more scoura'ely speaking the units of NATO supplied b~ tha
Eropean countries) and the Iree world would pain at the same time, all
epuntries oecupied by the Soviet Union which holds thess countriss in dta
vary firm grip, and whioch malntains an immense occupstion mechinery in i
thoss countries.”

This is what respdndent, ssys whenzaked about the British labor Fartys:
First of z1l I mean to emphasize that lesrning from and aimoat Imitsting

the ideoclogy -the politicel concept— of the Eritish Labor Farty would be
the real tagk of sll Lebor Fartlez in other Europems ocountries. 1 wish
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that the ideologicsl ferment that bas teken place within the Labor Ferty
would come to particularly ths so-called socisl ‘emocratic parties cof

the ceumtrel and east Buropean countriss, apd I wish that this ferment
would tranusform the idecloglical comcept of these parties. The lesdars of
the British Lsbor Farty clearly see that the practical tasks given on
the prevailing conditions, the oconomic policiss which ssem to bepessonable
to becor= ‘he program of & mEw party and a govermmsnt, should have
precadance over idsclogical ,theorsticel considerations. If sy Iinformation
in correct, it seems that leadsrs of the British Labor Farty are

ready to give up thair mtionslization programs. If thay reslize that
thair ultimnte goal, that is to say, the welfere of ths workeras can he
realized by other means,betier and safer, I have great appregiation for
them bacause I ses that they remlize that the gcal is the welfare of

the workers and not the means to achleving the welfare of the workers.
This is a3 welcome enlightenment which would be very necessary in the
social ~-democratic parties of the HEsstern Suropesan countires which are
8till under too strong & darxist influvence. I found the goveromant |
policiss of ths British labor Party positive end constructive, and I

find it conceivable that the British fubor Party would mgaln receive

the majority votes of the BEritizh constituents at & foturs election

and thus altermete in the way a two-party system is affectively working."

This iz how respordent ranks the countriss emumsrated in the guestivmaire

socording to tha standard of living, Ms thinks they heve:
"est Garmany, Oreat Britaln, Ureece, [taly, Soviet Hussia and Kopt."

H, The Upited States:

Hore are the things that surprised respondent particularly, about Aperica
dizring his flrat few ponitha hers:

"fhe fact that America really hap mepazed to hecome a melting pot fer
poopls of didferont natiomlitios, creeds =nd oripgina; that America has
baan able to bring all of these marny differant people to reslize thet they
have coondm denominators, apd thaet it has bsen esble to develop & conimon
concspt which is cherishad by 2ll. Another practical surprise follome
quite clearly from the recognition I just spoite sbout. Hamely, the fact
that while in sweope if one dowsn't spaak the lenpuere of a country woll
enough and if he is not a djed-in-the wool Uerman, Pole, or Hungarian
ar whatever, he ususlly not thought of wary favor bly and -eople feel
some reluctance %o give him 2qusl voice in delerpining any policiss or
playing any lmportant role in public aifalrs. Hers in the United Stelsa
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if one epeaks the =nglish lengnage only peorly, Wt 4f he has
something to offer, he is very favor bly received by Americans,
and he ig admitted to their midst apd his contributioms are welcome.
I think the psychelogical engle of this comparison is the most
important ona, yet it L8 something that carmot be overlocked. Ancther
obsarvation of mine ~ in lmerica I was surpsed at the degree of
proeperity and individusl welfere of most of tha Amsricams which
swrpaseed even my imagimtion. The tmsic feeling of an individual that
he can buy almost arnything that ia really needed by him from his wapes,
is a fesling that is completely unknown to the sverage Hungarian, or
the citizen of any eastern Suropean country, for that matter. Such a
fesling is unkmorn to even a grest many Vestern suropsans. I found
anothsr pleasant surprise In the fsct that the apparetus of bursaveracy
ia so simple that it cannot easily bommes smuexewt compared to
that Euroosan fsstern countries have. Talke just ore smal) exampls in
my own personal case. I was questionsd only once by the emigration
authorities in this country, aml that questioning was currisd out ¥y in form
a4 ta2lephons comwarsation. I wnz greatly impresssd by the fect that
thsre 1= no obligation for a person to register whenever he changes
residence.,"

At a probing question how come that even respondent with his exceptinnal
background in Intellectuzl development and informmtion was surprised at
thare being mo otligation to register when moving, resporkient says that
efter 2ll; he also comes from o country behind the iron curtain whare
the legal procedures necszcary to move from one place to another were
vary burdensoma and elaborate.

This is what respordent thinke the United Stater should do now for
tha peorls and mtiom of Eastarn Europe:

"The United States has dore an awful lot for the peovle of Bungary
and for the posples of other so-called Satellite countriss. In various
raye, emong others by maver rencuncing thair faith and hops in the
ayantual liberation of thoes countriss; Indiracily, the United States
did very much for those countries by stopping the tide of Communism
by its policies which installed the Marshall plen and saved Westarn
saropean countries from doom. The darshall Plan almoat pulled the rock
from under the Womunists Partles in Weatern curops. But I think that
% Buropeen counbriss which were atdad by the US on the economic fromt
should recelve now not only export of goods but also export of ideas
and Intsllsctval achisveusnts. IT is by no msans enough to eriticize
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and to reject Commurdsm. That is but 8 regative approach. A positve
smEmamic:  political comcept has te be given in place of Communisn.

A serions intellectusl export has to take place from the US. This

has been & ccomplished so far only with great mistakes and great
ommissions. The US has every mecessary,and indsed ths best poaaibls
msans available, for carrying out & program of intellsctual export &
Ita radio stations, its mgazines and atc. 2ll are availatle for doing
nhat paople of the US deam fit, but peopla, and particular leadars of
the United States should b: much mors concerned mith the individual
characteristica of varicus countries, with the speclal circumstances
prevailing in thcse countriss,with the sttitwde of the population

ard with their peedns and dresms and difficultiss, sto. Great bralns

in the 1S should ba &t work to formulate an ideclogy which would cateh
the imsginatijon of the peoplas - particularly in the Subjupgated
countries. At the same time, they should be particularly interested in
giving the right people from the countriss in bondage - to those peoiils
who are in the fres world as axiles - 2 chanco to formulate such
jdeologies, and Americans and exiles should covperate in such efforts.
A well fornmlated, unified system of ideas amd phlicies should be
formulated, This should refer above all to ane conomic system. The 1S
ghould make availahle media of communications to the sxiles so that
thay could present their ideas and concepts to the pecple in bondage.
Hegating Communism is but a negatiwve approach, apd we also need a
positve approach in giving something in its place.®

This is vhat respondent thinks of the actnal present policy of the (G«

"It 1z conatantly wavering and subject to unexpected changss. We don't
know what Secretary Dullss msant iy the policy "of dyrsmic peacs" This

wa don't know if he meant a return to tho 1952 Dulles lins of cold

war, or whetber he just meant another verajion of the policy of co-axistence.
The leaders of the 0S have not sade clsar y=t vhat thoy mean ty the

polisy of Literation. Whan thsy use this term egmin and again, leadors

of Americe should male it clser what they msan by literation. latsst
gtatemnts made in comnection with the vialt of Chancillor Adanauer,
statmmente reforrin; to establishing & de-militarised, meutral =ome

in Cermany and pasgotictions smetsodmdockdooerieyemowy aimed at realfzing
such plans could and should tecoms a polint of departure for devaloping
similar policies for the otlar Soviet controllsd countrizs of sastern
Europe. It iz high ¢ipe that such policies be formulated and be pronounced,
and that such tecoms g positive program of negotiations.”
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Asked whether there have been any changes in respondent's gititude
on what the U8 should do since he came to this country, he answers:

WBafore I arrived in Mmocimrk the United States, I used to think that
the US and its alliss have commonly conceived and coordimated policiass
for tho liberation of the subjugated countries. I thought that they
clesrly saw what they meant to achieve and that alle saw an lﬁ:ﬂ;h,
or several approaches to reslising that goal. But my many talks with
repressntatives of the U8 as well as of other countriss of the frue
world have convinced me that I was looking in vain for such commonly
formalated policies. Countiiss of the free world have political scticns
and political steps, and perhaps soms sort of crusades, but these do
not form part of & unified, comprehensive concspi.”

Asked whether the US should give sid to the prasent govermments of
Paland, Tugoslavia, Hungary, etc., respodent answers:

"The US should give aid, by all means to mainly Foland, Fungary and
Tugoslavia. I can support fay suggestion with the following arguments.
Turning aginst the oppression of the Soviet Union] serious degres of
resistence and ravolution ars possibla not in countriea which are
utterly peor and the population of which has to struggle for the daily
bread with tremsndous difficultyes, They are, rather, possible in
countries inwhish thers is some degree of economic stability. Econcmic
backwardness, or humsn poverty ané misery are by themsslves not enough
to producing & seriocus degreas of resistance. In such countries not much
mors happans but that paople eat lese and sterve more and keep their
mouths even tightsr shut. Yor an intellectunl fermsnt to get under way
and to take shaps, 8 certain degree of aconmmic improvemsot is mecessary.
The aforementioned countries nead such sconomic improvemenmt very becly.
Hungary 1s an open wound in ths body of the Soviet Union at present; hanece,
aconomic aid glven to Hungzary is very nscessary because it will not bs
aid given to the governaent as much it would achieve some economic help
foar the Hungarian people. But any economic sid glven to Hungmry should
be with string attached - strings which bind the Hungarian government
not to deliver any mrt of the aid to ths Soviet Union, and the HSungarian
govemment should be ddliged to give a chance for observers of the free
world to see that the sconomic eid is really chenneled to ths Hungsrian
peaople. Sconomle aid to Poland is of primary importance, becauss Poland
meads a special color im the block of the Satellites, and this special
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color of Poland is a very specisl situatiom and attitude has a
tremandous foros of suggestion for the peoplss of other satellite
countries. 1 have slready spoken of the relative importance of the
whole of Tugoslavia among the satellite countries. Yugoslavia's
aignificance should becoms a point of sirength for tha fres world
and the free world should make the best of it for its om designs."

This iz what respondent thinks of whether or not the people In

Hupgary would Lile to ses more Western visitors:

"Ths people of Hungsry wonld Like to see amy developsspt on thsir cpdl,
or in the fres world, which wonld contribute to the cesssation or
sasing 8t leass, of thair terrible isolation from the free wurld. The
peonla of Hungary would bs ovarjoyed sesing cromds of Mestemn visitors
arriving in their couniry. In the phasa of liberaldization in Hungary
when rulings of the isouance of visas ware somewha® relaxed, a larger
number of towists and visitors from the West came to Hungary. These
tourists and visitors had certainly a good chance to sxperience the
warm welcome extended to them by the Hungarian people, and Ghey mlro
eoild ses the great sympathy. the feelings of frisndship the Hungarian
people showad t0 them. Tiess of individual Hungarians to the HWestein
World, to the free world in gemeral, bacame even stronger as 200,000
Hungariams fled Lo the free w rld, and keep to the greatest axtent in
good contact with their loved ones in Bungayian. Now the pecple of
Hangary would te perscnally even mora attached to visitors from the Weat,
and sven more inteprestad in thelr coming to Hungary."

Respondant answers culckly to the quertion what such visitors ahould

be told sbout Rungary tefors they go:

" 1 don't faver amy such approsch. I mesan T dep't think that any

similar typa lectures or discussions should be offered to visitors in
Hungarian history and eography, «to. I don't think they should receive
briefing of conditiond in Humgsry. I think the Imowledge that ths commen
peopls of the free world have about the Bungnrian svents of last Fall
and atout Uungary in gepersl suffice, With the knowledge they have, they
gre fit to go to Hungs y to lock arcurd to ses for thems:lves whai is
going on in Hungary. ! think the experiences they would gather in Hungary
would well ke coordinsted im their mirds with whatever they knew bafore
of Hungory and Hungsriana ard I think they would get a falr pictors of
Soviet opsration if they could just go fresly around in Hungary and talk
to peopls whom they wish to cmtact - people in thestrest and without
gy police smupervision or cbssrvation. The only thing that could to dons
end which i3 in no =my 2 brisfing would be %o remind our visitors that
they shoudl pe on wnguidsd tours and should detech themsalves [rom any
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official o semi-official guidance that would be given them in Mungary.
If visiters are taken to plants to see the welfare institutions or te
familiss to ses how they liva, they should seck other opportunitisa
whare they are not guided Yy anybody — whars lbey selsct the plant or
{natitution ar family to see and to spaak to. They should look behind
the scanes because the stage is set for them by ths Communist govermment.
If their visit to Hungary is restricted to rescrt places, hotela, ard
museums and public taildings they won't ses Hurgary as it nctually le.
But they should cartainly sse with thair owm eyes without being pwm-
econditiomd.”™

This is what prospondsnt thinks whether thepsople at home would like

to recaive Western books and pariodicalss:

"The Hungarisn people certainly mesdabx wish s nd long for information

from the West and they would certainly cherish receivips anything in

the form of books or pericdicals. Hungarian intellectusls suffer greatly
from the isolation that waa clampsd down on them by the cecupation furces
and the secret polics. They aoplied effort end cunning to get periodicsls
from the West and to pat books z¢ as to progroesa in thair omm areas and 80
thet they could have more infoarmetion and so that they could sse a wider
horizon. "

"The simplist thing would be if such periodicals would bs sent %o newatands

t of course the possitility of such is herdly imsginable. A great mmber
bookds and ariedicels should be gent to paorle and even more to
immtitubions of higher learning, 0 rewspapars and perhaps to librerigs.”

pkbfhis is the answer respondant fimds to a probing quostion of tha

intervisver whether peopla would not risk very much if they did not
deliver the pariodicals and btooks they recaived in this fashion from
the West:

"Even if Communists would mesort to sprlying restrictions for roading
these botks and periodicals, for ipatance if they would give parmission
only to scholars or to paople approved by them to resd such mterisl, it
atill would be worth ths affort and the sonay spent on ssnding much
rescing mterial vo Hanpary. Taks for instancs my example: I had the

only chance te rezd putlications from tha West in my omn field if 1

want to the Upiverasity and the Instituts of the University would store
guch reading saterisl ampd gave out Lo only scholars vho were Lrusted for
one reason or anelhar as belonzing to Lhs scientific research staff of the
Univercity. One of oy frisnds hupreped Lo be such a research person and

R S g— s B R v — o  ER
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he bronght issues of publicdtions for me to read, This is how
I laarned details of tha sscrot apeech of Ehrushehavy which he

dalivered st the 20th Farty Congress. 1 lesarned thoss details
from & French magasine. I think the title of it waa AURAURE.®

Asked vhother it would meks any difference <o the peoples whetpgh
or not Hungarian exiles ware asnsociated with such activities as

Western v isitors and pubplications, respondent answerss

"publicatlioms should s semt as 1 outlined to institutions bt not
byimstitutions. They should rether bes sent in the name of individuala

but not to individuals but to institutions. Individuals should receive
publicetions only if such poblicatiome are sent in exc-edingly high
mmbers te all kinds of people in Hunpgary, including Farty officizle

80 that the individual could say that it 1s not exaotly sent to him

but 20,000 or 30,000 more peaopls have recsived the publication, and

80 it is clear it was not =ant directly for him but to peonle at

randon and ac his responsibility would not be something which would
endanger his freedom., OF course if individusls are selected for recelving
publicatiens, there gshould be & larg: mumbsr of sddresses among them
which would addresses of Farty officials bolk in the lower and in ths
higher eachalon. This way sverybody would be under the same observaticn
and would be in the same mxkasodexewibpcemmiwmizcangsr of having
recelved and of having not turmad in publications from the West., Uf
gourss there is some danger inwolved that publicstions would arrive

gll right in BHungary the first time, buot such a campaign we might lose

& very great change of corrasponding with our people almost unhinderwd,
and v &2 of now wez canoend things in quite freely without ondangering
the paople to whom we send tie things. Homever, if such propogards
material would be sent, it could maks the Communist forces reallze

that great things can be achieved thisway and t hey may apply tha very
stringent restrictions. Indeed, such & campeign would drew after itself
tha cormsequenca of much more stringent postal inepesctions. Of course

we nesd not convi.ce the Hungariapn psople how tad Communism ls. The
pecple are mature spough and they heve provem it by the revolution that
they resd not bs convinced thet Communism is bad. It is my deep corwiction
that people in Hungary and in other Sastern European countries ase much
more parsuadsed anti-commanists than anywhere in the wd,. "
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Raspordent has no doubt in his mind that the UN could have affected the
situation I hungray during the last months of 19561

"Whan on Nov. the 3rd, tha second mesaive Russian attack was launched
in Bungary and sctually an aot of intermtiomalagpressiontook place,
the URN was certainly obliged te send aid - diplomatic, sconomic and
gven nilitary aid to the victim of sggression - all the mors since that
victin of sggression vas one of its ovn membuers, and becauss the
aggrossor was aleo & member of that mekdwsx intermational organization.
ALl the 0N did homsver, was pacsing resolutions -resclutlons which were
not carried ent in mmyway. Ths pecpls of Hungary, it seems to ma, have
leet completely their confidence vested in the United Nations, and

the UH will need to prove their valve by wvery rasolute actions and by .
deads ‘-’hiﬂh Ehm-“ i

The following ere respordent's sugpestions as to what should have been
done during the winter ant avtum of 15561 ,

"Seoretary Demerel Hamerskjold shovld have tsalken a grip to Hongary
immediataly, and the UN shopld have fourd ways to make thelr resclutions -
realities, &nd to force its menber rations to carry them out as was |
the case when France and tngland end Jsrsel were forced to withdraw from l
Bpt. Take for instarce the roesolution of the UN that they would send '
a fect-finding camities to Fungary. They oupht to have dispatched such

a fgot=-finding commitiea end should not have vaited for ths parmi=asion

of the Soviet Unlon. Thers vwould have been zeveral ways to orgsnise

a very pood fact-linding commiitee. There was, for lnstance, a plan

for daslgning tho members of the diplomstic corps of the free world

atatiored in Budapust to function at that tha same time as UN cbearvers.

Thig would have bean for imstancs to resceive direct repocts from UN

people, but nedther this, nor any other gopreach was actually trisd ont

in Mngery. If 2 fact-fhnding committse suskibdoreochesyot had teen sent

to Hingary in tlme, the entire history of the Hungarisn reveclution could

have su-nad opt dlfferently than it has begoms. But the UN was not altle

to ourry out even such a simple docision ae sending en uparmed, samll
hand-plcked obasrvation team, or fact~finding comritiee to Bungary."

Respondant thinks that thare are cheneces of effecting UN action for
Hunuary in the forsaesable future: .

f The Five-pations comithes doaijpnnted by tha 0% to launch sn
investigation about Soviet intarvention in Hungary ms finished its
projoct now and wmekE probed into the defails of prameditatec imter-
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vention, aml invaatipated the complex process which led to the
revolution and which menifested itself in the rewolution. I think
that a UN genersl assenbly still. could pass a resclution to tha
affsct that it has clearly establishad the fact that the Kadar
government does ia ko vay reprasent the will and the interests of

the Hungarian people; in fect, ths UN could subpoena Jmre Ragy to
apeepr befors the UN and to teatify bafore that irmtermational forum.
The UN could subpoems cther persone, now in jail, to testify so as to
throw Light vpon tho events lad to the eecond Sovist inmtervention in
Pungery. in conclusion I might say thet resclute action on ths sida
of the United Nations ocould change very much, but it seems that tha UN
iB rethar reluctant %o go shead with resolute actions."
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KRCELEDGE OF AND ATTITUDLS TOGAHD SELECTHED PEHSONALITIES
Gras t z

Respondant firt engages into making jokes and is utterly reluctant

to mams the greates living Hungarian he thinks there is. At long last,
he decides that he might name two people of whom he thinks very much,
and the two names sre Zoltan Fodaly and author, Gyula Illyes.

By Persons in world affslrs:
In the following are the opinions of respondnet of the persons as namsd

: ha was Moscow trainsd but the emotiomal and intellectual
life of the Hungarian people is of 8o much influence in his persomality
develorment that he strived to formulate policies which took ioto
account what the Hungarian people are like, what they think like, and
what they feel like, Imre Nopgy did not give up his gomnuniet ideas but
he tried to find to find a right middle-mey bstween Gomunism and the
demards of the Hungarian psople. At long last, he even arrived at a
decision o anmounce the right of establishing other perties as well
as keeping the Communist party alive, This was a very great thing to
do for a membsr of long standing in the Comsmpist Party. He thus
complately rejected the cne-party system of Communism. Haz was the
person who declarsd Hungarian independence and neutrality. It was be
who in 1953 started a liberalisstion process which meant easying the
terrible burdens and the restrictions imposed upon the Hungarian people
by its Moscom agents. It was he who pronounced the complete independence
apd the withdrawel from the Varsaw pact of his country. We may say that
he met the most important demands of the Hungarian people, and he had
the courage to amnounce them to all the world."

i ty: he ie a8 martyr of the Hungarian pecple, who has
an inestimsble moral etending in the eyes of the Hungarian peoble. His
statements end his sctions msan tremendously much to most of the
Hungarian peonla, ilindszenty's role is certainly to be reckmed with
as a hlstorigal fmwsw fsctor, and his significance must, under no
circumstsncen, be underestimated. At the same tima, ons must slso s&y
that opinioms which would attach as much importance to his mrson a8
to reason thet the Hungerain revolution was launched because pecple
wanted to@e him fres, sre of course, gravely mistaken and exaggerated."

: hes was one of the moat prominent members of the leadership
of the Hungsrian Communist Party. As Minlster of the Interlor, itwa he
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who dished upend organised everything in connaction with the famous
so—called conspiracy trial of 1947, and he prdered the most ruthless
methods of mental and physical torturs to ba used. In the gyes of
Moscow, his only short-coming was that he masn't a Yoscowita,

and that he was of Transvsalian descent, and by bein; of such dascent,
he had some particular interest in matters Hungarisn, and he
represented a certain spacial coldr within the party leadership.
Perhaps it was not his intention to have this specisl color, and
perhaps he did not have some apecial, and mere interest in mtters
Hungarian than did the other Commurdst lesders, but somshow he had
such & reputation among the people, and this remutation caused his
colleagues to heve some jealous for him. The most important person to
be jealous of Hajk's reputation was, of course, Ha himself. Now
in retroapect we can see the vhole issue mf built a Rajk, fquite
clearly. Hajk was tcld by his superiors that he had to sacrifice

for the Perty, not only his 1ife but somsthing he loved greater and
that is truth. He was told that he had fo sweender truth te Party
interests. It was thraugh all kinds of torture and so-called mmks
mental anguish and so-called persuamsion in the Communist sense that

he was won over to this ides. At long last, he was fully conscious

of what he was doi g and it was in cold bHlood that he confessed to

all charges leveled against him - charges which were completely con”rary
to the actual facts. Doing so he completely condemned himsslf and g1l
of his associates. The Comwnist leaders who wers talking to

Hajk tefare his trisl and during his trial mede him somshow understand
that it was their duty to kesp the Communist Farty always on the alert
and alaymed; always, in a state of great preparedness against the
emamles of Communism, and if there are noenemies who are just preparing
to attack Communism with great blows. they hev: to invent suoch e nemies.
They made him understand that the cause he hed dmmmx to serve wes in
this caze one that wert far beyornd the bLorders of Hungary, and Comnonism
in the fastern .urovsan Countries was st steke when he had to confeszs to
the charges. Thoy persuaded him by the methods mentiomed above that

the great camaes of Communism could be very greatly advanced bs his
confessing, (of courss using their typical terminology). Hajk was a
faithful and dedicatad woldier of hie Party and at long last accepted
all these sttemnt= at persuading him. In his s paech which he deliverad
at his trisl in the courtroom, he even amplified the chargss which vere
smmom e hoopcoecd oo thrust upon him, He amplified many of those
charges and undergoored their importance by hiz own very well ressored
amd very well comstructad testimeny which he spoke with clsar voice."
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Ermo Gero: "one of the brilliant membsrs of Yarty leadscship whose
stamina is really admirstle. Ho wes trained in the vary vigorous

way from his youth in Communist ideclogy. This Communist indoctrinstion
and training comletely killed off in him in his entirs mind any
senblance of a sense of humour. Erno Gero is reputed not having besn
seen by emybody even smiling. He comsecreted hie snmtire life snd

all of his idess end pep and vigor to the aims as laid down, arnounced
and prometsd by the leaders in Yoacom. i had a job of ma jor importancs
the first tim 4n the Spsnish Civil Var, Heturning to Hungsry, he
proved himself to be 8 very wager and capalile tool of MOscow. cver

aince he has served Communiam in very impestant positions. In & certain
semse, he was responsible for the outbrsak of the revolution becauss

he aroused the profound anger of the demonstrators with his speech which
can be termed, al least, 25 something very unwiss. Hs wmmk termed...

the demonstrators Pascist counter-revoluticmaries. Just imsgine tha
demorstrators who were the almost hand-picked favorites of the Communist
regime, namely collegs and University students.®

< dar: " he 's a nondloscowmite Communist. He was raised inn;lff’?ﬁ;?
one of Yhe suburbs of Budapest which resisted hepoically during the
Hungarisn revolution lust fall. His mother fxoodmmsz Wes & devots
Gutholic. Thay held Cathelic funeral services when she disd, and that
was during the tims when Hedsr weo Minister of Interior. Ore of the
respons foar the purgs of Kedar was that he participated in that funsral
while he was Hinister of Interfor. Inagine the Minister of Interior

of a Comrunist cooniry at the Catholle Tumersl services of his own
mother, together with the many reletives end neighters of his mothasd
Such and other similar events sither real or Umgired indicate that there
are mamy ties with which he is in close connzction with the Bungarian
pecpla, or at least, »zs. After zll, for some quite “ime he was mn
integral pert of the every day life and atmosphere of,....Pest, that
Yyrical suburb of Dudapest. It is only now, orobsbly, that all of those
tiss hawve besn severed. He becams & slave holder of & person who usad

to te slave himself. H= became an= pemy of the werkers, he who had been
R worksr jefoys hi gelf."

1 ISIBLY: o] know Gereral Kiraly too much to be abla to
speak detachad, inmpassively and objectively of hig peraon, I am afraid."

Appe Rathly: "I prefur not te comment on har personality and her rols
either for the zgne ressons 83 sta'ed abova, !
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President, Eisephower: "there wes tremendous rejolcing in Hungary
at the election and re-election of President bisenhower. On both
occasions we expectad an awful lot of him. Bis classic radio speach
in which he termed tha pecples of fastern Europe and pointed to the
grest idesls of mstional Independence and freedom, and similar
many manifsstations on his part, ssemed to indicate to ue & very
clear, visible 1ipe in American policy. They implied ito us that it
is not only in ideas that the wish of the Amsrican people can be
manifested but that glso have a practical propram for carrying out
those idesls of which like to speak. President cisenhower's anmel
Christms messages deeply impressed us. Those speeches had a lot to
sy to fungardians and other captive mations, znd be sure they 2ll
listened very esgerly to those speeches, But lately I am undsr the
impression and I have talked with {riends who claim to be under the
sare impresgion that President Uissnhower 18 perhaps over sager to
distance himsel{ from hsl military paant, and that this is the reason
why he is szo arcdous to refrain from any strong, detarmined pelitical
moves, and even from speeking in unequivoczl terms. It ip my feeling
ard shared I others, that Jomsmm Truman who came from civilian
life would have acted more resolutely and swiftly in hours of decision
than his successor did, + think that ‘he wey he acted in the Koresn
orizis wae typical of his attitude™(?)

Dullessz " I think he is one of the greatest diplomatas of our times, buk
the American Foreign Policy which ies connscted with the neme end the
pereomality of Milles in 2 gr at many ways, has been lately lacking in
determination and vision and straight forwsrd nailing dom of primciplag
aml goals, and even of ways and msans that would bes npacessary in the
present atats of ¢ fTfairs. I admit that I am always inclined to leook at
the things from the angle of the Hungarian and the Zast Huropean events
and its problems and goals, but forgive me if I make a very vigorous
gteterent to Tha effect thal it seems to me that the grest changss -ups
and downa, forwards and backwards - in Americen foreing policy remind

me of the great changss, reversals and corrections in the policy making
of the Soviet Union. Unce you haar sbout cold warj then egein, about the
policyofl peaceful co-existence; agein, enother time, you hear about
dymemic peace by which I =till don't know what metuslly is meant. ALl of
this edds up to leaving ue in the dark ebout the actusl gpoals and principles
of American and free world foreign policy. Re certainly would ap-reciate
o see the actual dreams and plans and vays amd means with vwhich the
Amorican Forefign Folicy fmagines to realize ito sime in Essterr Zuropa."

Eden: "I think of Eden 25 a verympeble anc very competent diplomat
wie is very much worth ikm listening to. His plans and ideas should

—— - —
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esrry very much weipght. His whole wmay of thinking in dirlematic
mattsrs is charecterized by a stark realiam which 1 think is very
necesaary, and 1a not sharad well e nough by a great many of his
colleagues. His plan - the sc-callsd Eden plan = 48 the most reslistic
among 2ll1 the concepts of whichw e can hear in foreing policy."

"I have the best recollections of the role of President Trumam .
and I xmorix have a very high opindon of #r.Truman. Although first he
was not elscted President but stcceeded his predecessor, dater he
certeinly deserved b his actisns to be slected a President. Hs had
& particula ly well-Caveloped sense of a msgessing a situvation and of
erriving at colley docisionn whicha re 2 o nacesgary at the highest Javel.
The Trumen doctrine as well da hismactivities in the foreign field |
made & very great impre sion upon me, ss wall a8 upon most Hunparinnn,” -

-

Mkoyap: "I think of him as ens of tha claverest anid smertest '|
politicisne in the Kreslin. The ghrewdness and flexibility of this

politician of Armenizp descarnt ls esrtainly exceptiomal among the

Hussisn leaders. Such accomplistmwrts of his, ss for instance, lils

patting in words the &ttitude of the Soviet in permitting Austriz to

regain its independence snd to live B 1ifa of a free country was tmily

was truly a sasterpiece of diplomacy, and he zaimed some measure of I
popularity 8% actione us this. The indulgence he demonstrated in Shose 1
negotistions which led to concluding the Austrian pszos treaty
certainly contributec to his gaining power and respscte The relisf |
end replacspent of Kakocul wes slso correctad with & visit of Hilcoyan
in Badspest, It wes ‘ikoyan who sugpested a more liberal and more
indulgent attitude in economic policies toward Hungary. He has bean
regarded as & troable-shootar among the leaders of the Soviat Union. Ha
bas bean comsidered & parsen who ia clpss to the thinking of the masses,
et least in understanding them, drawing consenvences if the leadaranip .
thinka it wins Lo drew conssguances from recogrition #f the actual |
atiitude of £ he milliong, All of Mdsastions, of courss, have almiys

besn well within the confinss of sll the framswork of gﬂht foralen i
ekiuhex policy." !

Pghry: " He i3 ome of the most outstsnding stetesmen of the world tho I
is ome of the true volcas of the world of peoples in Indis. He azpears

to have 8 tremendous populsrity in Indis and I chink that the policy

of indespendence shich hs la carrying out is completaly the expression of

the will of the peoples of Indiz. There is something about him, however,

that should cause serious concsrn. lamely, his sctivitiea throungh which

he kind of passes dovm sscond hend the comcept he in erprets as the

comsaml. of tha Soviet Union. ls sesms to be esper to intarpret the

intentiony and plans of tha Soviet Union snd te justify many of ite

actions. The rols of his allsgedly trastad friend, lenman - his chiaf
reprasentetive at tha UN - should cauwae even more concern. His role

could Uy nO m=sns mak bs fenmed a blessad one, but it sesms that there

ean be influenced also for ihe good 2and inflvence cmn be wailded upon him |
which prompts him to take very positve steos, The pre’ sure of the broad

maases of Lhe -ndian veo-ls who were aleormed at the Hungarian events

P "ell. fndonead him to take 5 poeitize atsnd althourh he, T=eoyuss

af 1=zt fal)
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reprasentative at the UN = should cause svan more concern. Hla role
could by no mesns be termsd s Llsssad ope, but it seems that there

can be influence aleo for the good, and influence can be wieldad

upon him vhich prompts him to taks very positive eteps. The mressure of
the broad msses of the pecple of India who ware zlarmsd at the
Hungarian eveats of last fall, ixluced nim to take a positive atand,
althoush he, because of considerations mf stanming from a reallstic
apprajsal of his sitvation in Asis he didn't make 1t a3 clear as we
hope he agtually saw things."

igs C - t" He is g vary Interesting and well
def'ned porsorality Iin world politica. Unforturataly, I think he
missed his chances in China because h2 2 urrounded himself by a
completely corrupt staff of gemsrals and administrative lsaders. It
wes dus to that corruptmssa that the nomsy that he recaived in the
form of aid frop the Weast to spend on armamenl and scoiel institutions,
was to 2 grestest extant played into the hapde of the Communiasta,
it was the rotten, corrupt clique which surroundad him that loat afight
of the grest idsa of national independent Chins , of a demooratic meticn.
Usny in that clique played into the hands of the Communiste. I am
gfrald that he has becoms an out-of-date politiodan. At present, he
may represant the netlopal Chima in Talwan bub there must be naw, \
completely new people,personalities of imgiretion and staturs who
will have to build up & nsw China.®

Fereng lngy: Hesporcent declines to make comment on Ferenc Nagy because
of the ressons he mentionsd sbove in similar ceses.

Hopsevelt: e wns an inpenious Bresident of the US. By his new deal
policies, he wes able to stabilize the economy of the US and in doing

80, he took the side of the small peopla. He w=e President in m=

unbel fevably hard times...during the tima of the world ecomomic crises
he needed every coupcil possible - sober, determined statesmanship to
lead the affairs of the nation, an¢ to a great extent, those of the
world - Lo save the world from & disastar from which there 5 no escape.
At the sage tims, I must alee point to the fact that in the course

of rearranpements statesmen made ir the second half of the ascond World
Far imnediately altor the Second World Ear, President Hoosevalt didn't
taclkde intarmetions]l matters with the sems clear vision as he ]
demorstrated in his policiea on the domestic front. As 2 matter of course
his success ard his oversll delicisncy in the irlermatiomsl mattsors in
the post-war reriod proved incomparably less than his success in
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domestic affairs. Farticularly in Yalta, he seemed to have thought

the time rips to take over the role of Oreat Eritain in seversl

parts of the world, particularly in the #iddle-8ast, and in

pursuing such zims, he toc often apereeched the point of the

Soviet Union too closely. He gquite often complately concurred;in
other caséa came to an uvnfavoralls compremise with tha Sovist Unions!
stand. The book written by cne of hie sons on mainly the Yalts
agresmsnts brings cut clearly the fact that Churchill saw moch

cleaver the situation in Burope Lhan did Roogevelt. In retrosoect,

no doubt remaips, that Churchill was much closer to the Sruth than
was Hoosevelt, Another great nistake of President Hoosevelt wan during
the second Werld Wer, the fact that he did not accept Churshlli's move
thet irmvasion be cerrisd on by onening a sscond Cront on the allers
ingtead of opening such a front in Emows Italy. Had ths second step
of invasion of the West Allies taken placa in the Belkans Instesd

of Italy, the entire picture in Eastern Burops would be a basically
diff rent one.®

Chzpesllor Adessysr:"Chancellor Adenaver has schieved such a degres
of reintegration, revival and trensformation of the Uarmen peopls
that it is bardly equallsd in history. After Hitler's regims of
tarror broke down, the German psople found themselves in 2 stata of
a Wremendous eeconomle and political confusion. It was Chencellor
Ademauer who wah most reaponsible for making the German psonls

again honogeneous politiczally, and prosoerons economically. MHs hazed
his sctions on &8 great racognition of psycholo_ ical and econouic
nature. fe was atle o fight o number of co-morkers who proved 4o

be excellemt partners in building up a new Germany. Through his
econowic organs, he was able %o win for himsslf the cooperation of
sesesdDEPk@.snnsan. g Bhis gsniue of an econcmist has glven him

a great many counsels mhicsh proved to be excellemt in putting Germany
on a footing of sound sconomy. Chancellor Adenaver sccompl fshed

to persuade ons of the most militaristically minded natiors of the
world to demilitarize snd even to assume an attitude of arti=eilitarisn."
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Stalin: Mespondent jokingly asks whather he is permitted to remaln
seated while the name of Stalin is mentioned becaure he reminds us

af the fact that Hungarisns had for a graat many years to stand up
when t b2 mame of Stalin wns mertioped, "Quastionably his hisloricel
record is most impresive ones. When heassamed leadership of ths

Soviet Union hs had mich lese quslitiss for lesdsrship than did Lenin
have, and he was also less equipped in the lmowledge of #darxisa and
Leninism, but iourly enough, ha had the ability to comvey those
Marxist and Lagﬁh idess o in a way it found respoonss in broad maases.

He very marefully and censciocusly chose a language in all of his
writings and spocches which ware fully of expressions and idlome taken
from the dialect of the common people. Fe very often used sp popular
Russian sayings, proverte, This war sabout the only step whkich can be
termwd as his true connecticn with the people. He set up the machinmy
of oppression of such a size and of such =fficlency that has been
unegualled in world history. Ha eonnletely abol Ishod the policiai

of tha NEF and thus he returnsd to what ia termed in Comrunlat
ideclopy "War® Communism. Mersower, hs tolerated no contradiciion

to his idess and hies policisa, not even within the polit bureau of
the Comnunist Party apd he mereilsesly ligquidsted sll of his
cpponents. His person and his status at least bocame the greatest
gymbol of oppression evershere in the Scvist snd Communist orbit.

His person and his statue becams the symbol of all idns of
encroachments upon other pecple's righte and interfersnce in othar
peopie's affeirs. fyen Ehrushchevy reported to the world that in nls
later years Stslin showed really visible signs of nchizophrenia and
of paronia. In a summer residsnce; be surrounded himself with his

own statoes and he enjoyed locking at his pictures ggain and agaln.
Sueh & high degres of self-sdoration led him at last into an avemus
in which avenue every dictetor has to welk sconar or later - every
dictator's ties to the poopls are severed and hils ties to reality =add
in general."

dglepnkov: " Fe is o statesmen of mjor fmportsnce in the Soviet Union.
He bas represented a very spacial color in the political gersrel atalf
of the Soviet Unlon. First of all, k= is of mure Ruzsian descent, ahd
elome for this reason, he is more underttood apnd more favored by the
actunl Hussiens than the Armenian Hikoy=n, or the Georglan, Stalin, or
the Uoeiniae Khrushohev. Consecuently, he apparantly he symbolizes
the actual Musslzn peonle. At the same time, Halenkev L8 'n enginter;
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connequsntly, Russian intellipgsntsia greal respect for him and

has mora confidence in him then in the others; at the same time,

this is tranferred to tha srtire to the emtire Hussian people and

the other people of the Sovist Union who are impressed by the

fact tha! scmeboly in modeddy not anly a politician but is alse

a person of the intelligemtsis who sogquired soms degres in science.
dalankov became populer after the death of Stalin by his own policles,
and the fact that Imre Nagy was abtle to make his his tory-making speach
after the Third Party Congress of the Hungsrian Commurdst Party - tha
apaach that is referred to — the ome that outlinss tae so-call

Wlrpe Tay" policy of"Nex@mmekxd New Course" nes. .. (Idvn . E“

in Hongary impossidle by Mslenkov's policies, 1f under the piven
eircumotances, 1 ought to chose who “he leader of the Soviet Union
should be - I emchasise under the given political ciroumstances -

my cholce would be by all means islenkov."

8 F :"Ha gtarted ss a dictator. During the Spanish
Civil war 1 had no sympethies for him, neliher had my £ix frionds.
The sytem of government andthe wey of 1ife he has set up in Soain
with the help of the Fhalangists is completely cenbrary to every
thingve call democrecy or parlismsntary system or somatituticomaliom.
But Ganerslissimo Pranco did not fall into the fstal abyes of mistake
of dictators. Hamely, he found out that if he wante to have agy
internatioml relations, he hss to libterallze and democratize Spain.
His first step in the right directicn was that he was urwilling to
declars yer on France or to attsck it from behind during the Torld har.
This in spite of the et that in the first half of . orld¥ar II, Cermany
and its 41lies gained great victories and e xtended their power ovar
lerge arsas, Italy., it mmst De ragemlered, was very willing to attack
Frsnce from the rear. This sus the way for Franco to take out 1ife-
insurance for his gpovermment for aftsr the World Var 1I; Remaining a
nouteal, he actzally supported the causs of the Allies In many ways.
A{teril the sscond Borld Tar, a decisive attack umfolded against
Franeo. This sttack was launched first of all by the Soviets and
the entire Soviet hiock, and secondly, by the Russian emigrees who
have been comstantly very busy in ecrrying out exile midceimy
mEncevours aimed at overthrowing Frenco. They often, again ard agaln,
expectad the collspse of Fraico's regime within weeiks and sometimes
even within dsys. But as we lnow this was not tha case, and Spein has
Renshle to mintain its position, even though it had recurring great
difficulties in the economic f3ald, Heports received lately polint to
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the fact that Frapco iz willing to make his regime even more
democratic than it bas been before. We can't accept tha ideas and
the antire attitude of Frenpo bacsusa thay 2 re not d emccratic, it
his dictatorship may be called the least ssvage of all dictaterships
of the mcesant day."

Beyun:"He's ore of the leaders of the laft wing of the Pritish Labor
Farty. %hile dinister of Welfare, he introduced sweepling mzasuraa

to improve tha youth apd compensation systemes of the workers - or at
least he was ore of Lthoee most reesp nsible for those measures. Ho 1z
ome of the charactaristic personalities in Apitish politics. I Wawe
the fesling that his excdluaion frcm the Britlsh “abor Farty was

& mistake becauss thus Bevan was given a charce %to organize thosa
pecple sallving arownd him in 2 sepamate block. After he was readmittad
to the Party his abtitude became muoh more positive, smd constructive.
He has a definite historicsl role, Vhen Khrushohev and Bulganin

vere on a ptata wisit in England, it wes Povan hinself - the leadsr
of the left wing of the lLabor Farty, mind you - who presented the
Soviet lssders with a2 list of leaders of the Socialist Party of
Hungary and othar democratic lsaders who were in jail at that time,
and he derended Immediats zction thet they be relessed. This mova

wis of an ursrsainble significance. Just a little later, tesic
changes wers gotually made in thic respect in Hungary. <amy of those
listed were reloassd and nsny, to use Communist terminology, wem
rahabilitated, ™

Ehryshehav: " Bs is ome of the moet dymemie and interesting personalitvias
in Soviet politica. His policiss vers influancad greatly ir the
tepginning by his feelings spaimet Stalin. The detaila of his sc-called
sgcret spessh et the 20th Farty Congress, are perhaps known. I aan
referring to tha detail pccording to which he, as & Ukrairndac, was
forced by Stalin to dance on the ogccasion of a receptlion. “his fact

put @ mark upen the emtiira attitude of Khrashohev. He was rever able
to farpet this humiliation. It mas hs who sounded off the slogan of
da-Stalinization. 1t van be who rovesled & great memny frightening facts
about the system that is eslled "Staliniem”. In hie speach, mentiomed
befere, dallversd at the 20th Party Congress, he revealed the uttar
stupidity of the Stalinist policies, and he declared and anncurcad

nav policiss which he termed the prineiple of collectiwve leadarazhip,

—
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He indeed affected u:r,r changed in the coviet Unlon, and in

the Soviet orbit. Take, for instance, the recemciliation with
arshal Tito of & closer conmection with the Western Wiorld, After
allh: vae the Pirst Secretary Ceneral of the Bolahvik FParty

who actually had traveled abroad end travaled, mind you, in
Western Countrien,Bogether with the Soviet Prime linister

he in rodoced the Coviet polict of "omiles", but 2t the sams time
we must romark that the basic policiss of the Soviet Union did not
charge, even under his leadership, end particulerly lately, ha
completely returned to the lines of the Soviet policies as outlined
and practiced by Stelin. He is even aquoted zs having mads a remark
to the effect that In forelgn pollcisx, they follow tha lina of
Stalin, apd he apphasized,zgalin and agein, that the "™eatern

Impor ializts™ must not be sllowed = single step within thes realm
of the Soviet world (by which term he of course meant all of tha
conntries in bomdage). Ehrushohev's present attituda is that of the
vell-imomn, tradiomml attitude of Imperialiom, colonclizstion, amd
gtriving for world d oniration. On the domestic front, he is resnforcing
the policies of oppression. In spite of tha fact that the parsomality
is quite different from Stalin'e, he is actually contiming the
poldcies nailed down and practiced by Stalin.™

Tito:" He is a clever pelitician. He realises the importance of

his country. Heclearly recognires that his country is meedsd both

by the Soviet Union and by the Powers of the fres wokld,amibchs

#&kmz Tito triee all kinds of tricks to tzke unfair sdvantage

ef tha reletivae importance of hie country to both sides in thas
sturggle developing the aniire world. By antablishing, in part,

and emphasising in part, the idea and policy of the third sids, of

the peutral block, he means to be & third power, st least a laading
figure in the third power in thestirugeia, He means to represent

the third pover both in the UN apd in tha public opinion of the world.
Although he really telms adwmntege of his peculisrly situvation betmween
fost and West; that 1s to say rather betwean the Soviet block and the
free worle, and although he han received tremendous aid in the econcmio
a6 well as in the military field, somhow fur rescoms not known Lo me,
he has not been alle to pul his country on & momt sound econonic basls.
The e conomic aitnation in fugoslavia is pitiful ard the standard of
living is very, very low. It is dncenceivable for me, how ha, in spite
of so mech help he has not bean able to marege to pat his nmt.ry in
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a battar shupe. Parhaps part of the explenstion mey be found

in the fact that he neintains an army which is proportionstely
large, The exaggarated pomp end glamour thet surrounds Tito and
his immdinte stall may also be responsible for the bad eccnomic
aituation of his coumtry."”

Paron: "Pasron is a dictator, snd as a dictstor I cammot have & good
opinion of him. His position may well be tetermined by his

valations te the Catholic Church. For soms tima, there were Catholic
girelss which hoped that Peron might estebliah a regime which can
live aunicdbly wibh the church and which pelitically means & step in
the rizht dresction. Howsver, Feron's entirs systam became worse and
worse, and g0 did his relation to the Catholic church. This w3
worsening of his relations was well dempnsfraoted by the Isct that he
was not received by tha Pope during his visit to Italy."

Uglotori" He is one of ths oldest representatives of Communism, &nd
For quite some tims he was the most representative figure in
Communist foreign policy and diplomscy. He has been completsly om *he
1im of the Stslinists 4in Commnism. Hs is not even willing to

tale steps which are dictated by political rancevering, which s‘teps
would mean devistion from the rigid Stalimfat 1ins. He made perhaps
the only exception whan he concludad tha {risndship and non-aggression
paet with the Uermana, which futility he meobably clearly forusaw.

He protsbly recognizad tha tresemdous {oroes which were behind beth
parts and which in no way could be promised, but still he pancevared
{in order to gain tim for Soviet Hussia to arm - 1o arm mors
vigorogsly than before, but after the 2nd vorld war, he realissd the
power ambitiors of Sovist Russia with undeniaslle clevarmass and cold
consistency. A good look at e gains and losses reallszed by varlous
powers after World War IT, it is really visible that it was tha
Sovist Union which galoed in avery flsld and increassd itas tercitory
and 1ts power tremendously, and the powrs of t e fee world withdrew
st the sams tiine on several fronts. These gsins of the Soviet policy
ware 0 a4 great exten dus to the clavernsss of dolotov's foreign policy.
The pcwers of the [ree world wer: unabla to counter the smergetic,
dynanic and precaptory foreipgn polioy of dclotove This is why ihs

free world lost one after the other - Chinn, Norsa, and now Indo-
China. It was only with tremontous difficnitiss, losses, that the
fres world mansged to sush lmek the Communist infiltration in Oreece.”
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: "He is a olasaice]l reprarentative of Wert Surcpean
socialism. Hin metions statomsnts, emd his mcdaration certailcly
represent & spscial color in Germen politics. Ullenhsuver’ideas and
politiesl eoncept are certaicoly to be an integrel mrt in the
policics of a demoeretic country, and especially now in Oerwary.
One may not agree with every detail of his policies, &a I don't,

- bacausa thers Js %00 much isolationism end rigidity in them in his
way of thinking. He guite often doesn't look bejropd the Oerean
frontiara but I'm persweded that if Ullenhauner and his perty would
talee over govermmont in Cermany, they would bresk with the isolation- |
ist and separwtisi policy, gust as other labor Perties switch when
appumming power szasentially conbtimue the pafkmackux policies of their
EEErEraass® predaceasors.”
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AZTZITULLS TR AKD WEILES AND EXILE ACTIVITIEE

A. Cherscterizetion of eatapeas: -

"Of course the encapces and the exiles may be grouped according

to verious sspecta. According to one aspect of thase, I would

muggest thet parhsps the folloring three groups may be sstablished,
The fir't group thet I wish to wantioned sight b= characterlised as

the most varisble group, end 1t includea sucl who were foresd to lsivs
Hungsry bsceuse of politicsl reapgons and sainly because of theis
aotive participation in the revelution. These peonle wero amxious €2
remain in Hungery for good, nevar to leavs it, and to conbtinue with
the struggle -evan under circumstances which changsd Masically aftar
the s=cond Hussian ettack op Nov. 4th; and thay ascaped only sftar
they saw the futilivy of theilr {ight and saw that their own Lives wara
threstened by exscuticn, or at leest by the los: of frecdom for a
long mumbar of yesrs, let alome torture wnich weuld mutilates nind and
vody. How seriously these political exiies, as I might mm them,
considered mtayling in fungary may bs proven by the fuect how moy
thousgandn of peconle who were in equally dangerous pesitioms stillk
preferesd to remain in Hungary and face deuath, tortors and laprisommant.
Thers 1s another group of exiles, of sacapess, who actuslly hed plasnad
even before to leave Hupgary. Some of these had relabives - at lagas
close friende sbroad, and others only thought that they would haws

a fres and economicelly well =i ancad life in the fve world."

At a probing guestion whether theee peo-ls conceived nlans Lo escaps
to the Vezt on'y during Communist regli-e, or even before, r spondant
has thiz to anewer:

mioat of them thought of lesving Hungary only durlng the Comundst
ragime, but there were a fsw who meant emlpgrate from Hungary even
vaforn snd under conditlons that came acut by the revelution..the
borders became opsn tomipda the West, So mary of thess neocls saw

a way to reslize their plans to find a new life in the Lres Wert vhare
they could ocoupy positicna sommer oy later-positlions whiech are
proporticnate to their talents and their develldn Lo work;xsxéasdccks
The thi:d group which is of course by for the smal lewt bhut still something
to he mamtloned 1T oma wants to be complete in his statmsrnt. This Is
an extromaly small group consisting of such who aps llahing in
troubled weters. In every revolution such elements come to Lbe surflace
for ewh.lles, end it 1s irdeed admireble that they olayved mo rols in
the Hungerian revolution - certainly no role pthar than taking part
in the sctusl combat actions. It is almogt 2n inersdible, but an
undaniable faet, that all of these elementes were under © ha comnlete
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eontrol of the resprneible type of pacpls, so they weres not

a}&a tc form mobs which would have sommifed actions of irresponsible
atrocitieé | of wanton destruction ste- sctions which usanlly
charsctarize revolutions, but it is undeniable that such slements
also came to the Weat in the weke of tha great axodus from Hungary
and many of them came driven by a restlessness, and some to seek
gdverture, and others to teke unfair advantape of the hospitality
extendad to Ltrem. These elements showed thelr rasl faces in
disturtances in camps which were set up in Austcia for refumes.
Tha difficultiss csused by pecple in refugee cauns were, of course,
dus to the oresence of such elements (of course aside from the
work of Comsunist provocateurs).”

" From the geograchie angle, we pay say the folloming! the geopraphic
location of peonle éartzinly influsnced thalr decision whather or not
to flee to the Tres orld and it influanced theirdseinions in & high
degree. Peonles living in the nejghborhood of the Tisstern border were
at ezge to Lesve hongery. I was told that there ware villages in ths
nearest proxinity of the Testern border which almost antirely
avaourted. Feopls who lived clese to the Yugoslave border, of course,
foundit much=sier Lo eross over to Yugoslavis and a great many
peopie were leter foreed to do just this because the Western border
was hermitcally sesled. . wish to emphasise on this point that
people who [led to Tugoslevis did not prefer that country hecauss of
ts political mature. The thousands who fled to Yugoslavia did
not. sympathize with Tito's sp—<alled mtional comrunism. This fact
is very important faximep not to lose sight of, bazcause thereare
people who ssy that the refupses who (lad to Tugoslavia are unreliabls,
bacanse they favor national coammunism. This is very, very far from
Lha truth:?’

"Bafore golng over to another subject, there is om=2 more thing I

would like no emphasize: it seoms to me, and many of my friends

ecnour with me (1 shoolc sey wirtually e1] of my friends do) that

the Soviet troops could have sealed the border betwesn Hungary and
Austrie after the first few days after thelr second 2 =sault on -
H.ngery, but they omitted to do this. They omifhd to do this becaase /4
hopad that the suceceedingly largs numbsrs appesring the courtries of

the fres West would stesl the show, and would exhanst the will arnd
resourcas of the countrice of the fres world $o do something in the

Hingsrian au-sticm | They hoped thet the tremendous indignation
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that their iphuman ectionsz caused in Lhe conscisnce of tha free
wvorld. would be wvery soon converted into taking care of the relugees.
In fect, we may conclude that the question of refugess has glven
tasks of charity and soclal tasks to tha countriea of tha frea Fest
which seem to exhsust them, and summarlly we may sey that the
Hungarian question becams in the minda of mey people cf the frea
West, & charity qusstion. Soviet politliclens clearly foressv this,
and t hey meant to reduce ths Hungsrisn question of moldlizing

gocial and :ha{!.tzbla Instulions, diverting from the c¢ssential, actpal
quention which'the freedom and inderendence of Hangary'. I think

that the pressure upon the puppet regims of Hungery ard upon tha
Soviet Union would have been much greatar had the problem oi the
refugees not been such & tremdndous task to cops with. "

This 1s how res pondent fesls about those who stayed Lshind:

"Seversl types of peonle remained in Hungary, smibedkismghk an
extrenely smell mumber though, bot perhsps it should Lo mantlomed
as first, becsuse thelr stay in Hungary was the moust ratursl om,

I am referring to psople who stayed behind because they were
compromised by their actions during the Commonis® regime. The vast
me jority of Hungarian pessantry steyed In Hungarvy. Fe:santa have
been characteristically the group of the population which is the
least mobile. By its occupational interests as wall as by its
entire att tude toward life conditioned peasantry to ba immobile.
Many olederly people remained in Fungiry = slmost all slderly
peopls who founo it hard to leave their beloved countiy and to stazt
& mw life somewhers among strange peorls . Also such peoples remainad
in Hungery whoze circumatances in the family - like siill children,
or sick people - forced them to remsin, forced them by the fties of
love, affection and charity. Lest but not least, a veiy essantisl
and palitically wery varistle segment of the population hes to be
mentioned. Those are the ores who were and a re dadicatsd Lo serving
their peorle's freedom oven though under very adverse comdiitioms,
even though facing perseoution, end privetions. Their dedicationm
rersuaded them even in utlerly hopeless circumstances to stay in
Hongary and to do their utmost to smeliorate copditions, if no whare
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elase at least in thoir immediate surroundings. e knew of many

of our friende andmquaintances who went to the border and let

thelr family go and fimxl shelter and food and freedom in the

frae Viest; thay, however, went back to continue fighting bteoause
they felt they had a duty to fulfill.Unfortunately I may give an
acoount, of a largs proportion of thess peonle in my own acguaintance,
who have slnce been jailed, and several of them hawe been tortured
to daath, cor exscuted. There is hardly anything in ghe Huongarian
revoluilen which deserves so much sattention and a6 much reepect as
the attituds of those who stayed behind risking dheir Lives,"

This ie respondent’s attitude when he is probed as to whether

the wery first group that he mentioned includss only such 2g sctuslly
fought, or otlerwise particdpated actively in the rewelution, perhaps
in burghers Councils and revived democratic parties, ete, or such
people ms wall |, who, perheps did notactively particimate in the
revolution but faared thit reprisals would affact avan them:

“No doubt there are 2 grest many people who should b8 included in

the first er second group, or a sub-group in tetween, who did not
actively participata but were aware of the Communist attitucde in
establishing collesctive responsibility. People feared that they
would alsc be included among those who sre sulfaring reprissls, either
in the fera of daportations or in the form of imprisomment. They had
to fumr this because they saw thousard and thousands of Hungarian
youth hérdesd into railroad cars and deported Lo Siberd, and they
also saw that those psople were not picksd but were indiscriminately
phosen and depocted.”

fihen responiert iseskad for an exampls of & person he rew who
decided to remain in Hungary even though he had an opportunity to
escape, respordent volunteers the following exanmples

"I loew very well a newspeper man who wes on the editorial staff

of Xsomx cge of the leading Communist papers and who wes & Comminist
for swhils. Since 1953 and 54, he complstely jolmed the group who

may ba callad the followers of Imre Nagy, and he certainly ragretted
his owm responsibility in prometing the Communist regime by being on
the editorial staff on that Communist paper for & mmber of yedars, and
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he did sverything pessible in his power to promote literslization,
and democretization.Buring the revolution he wrote articles which
belong to the gems of the revolution. Kader ip om of his spesches
remeberad three perpons perticularly, mentioning them by mame, who
according to his allegations were partioularly responsible for
forenling resentment agains the Communist line, and feming tha

flama of revolution ~ that is to 2ay ue he termsd it, counter-
revolution. One of those mentiored was by the then in jail, and
another one waa this frispd of mine. I met this frienc, and he mde
it clear that he was fully aware of his being singled ocut by the
rejgim: to te one of the ssape-goatz. At the seme time, he didn't

do more than take his wife and children to ths border and lst thes

go to fresdom and securily, and he himself came beck to Budspest,
Agein 1 had & chance to talk %o him, and I asked him vhy ha acted
this way, why he didn't choss the path of exile hime:] £, Ha sald that
he thought it was incompatable with his principles. He mentiomed the
exaple of Socrates who was also a partisen of his country of Athans,
and who when he was given e chance to escape did not > scape but
rather anptied the glass containing poisen and he saic:® T also
feel. & proud citizen of Athens, and I corsidsred 1ts lawa for awhila :
binding and @mpelling m to obay and now apain 1 feel oblipgated to
take the glass of polson. I have been a Commurist for a long rhila,
and nor of course I don't ldentify myself with the regime anymore
and leve not identified myself for guite some time, st 111 I think
it would a poor attitude; it would be utter yellownear to cscape now
to the Vest.y I wonld consider it cowardice srd submirsivensss to ¥
escam,." He explained to m= that he knew the comsosition of tha
emigre groupe in the free world end he wee wall arsre $hat because
having been a Communist he would expose himsalf to uncus attoels to
& disbelief in his actual and gemuine conversion. But above rll, ha
emphasized that he had great tasks to parfome in Hungsry. I should
have rentioned before that in those days he was participating in
editing and puliliching a clandestime paper maned "Octoder the 23mdn
but when I memtion this, it isonly for information of the peonls on
the staflf of the Hingarian interviewing project, and ! bessach them
not to oublish this fact of his having dited "Oct. the 23rd" because
this mn 15 now in prison and tha: might invite nore material of
accusation agalrst him. It was only one week after our conversation
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that this friand of nine wae siczed by the AVH and arrested of
courae,”

Asked what, in his opinion, the people of Hungary think sbout those
who left, respondant says:®

"I thirk their opinion is remarkably uniform, unusual a1 this ia

with Hungrians, this is doe to the fact that if most fimilies

have aither relat ives or at least soqmafdntances in thel- own fLown or
the village who escaped and this way we may say, the entiire Hungarian
paople are in some kind of persomal contect with people who fled

to the West. The 200,000 Bungarisn refugees represant & nusber

which includes peonle from sll walle of 1ifa, and from nost
geographical lccations. It is for this reason, that T think that most
people in Hungary are looking toward the escapees with an att! tude

of understanding, but the beyord the shacow of & doubt, thse people
of Hungary expect thoss nho escapad to remain trus to the Hungarian
paopls and to the cause for which they had fought; and vhey expact
thm to do everything in their power to helo them politically as

well as oconominally."

Assumifing thay had & chance to coms to the Wast, this is the
parcentage of Hungarians, respondent estimases vould still have
atayed in Hungary:

"l venture to guess that the mumber excaped to Lhe Wost would have
bean four times as large 29 it is under ths ziven circumstanees nor.
In other words, I would estimete that somewhare sround 300,000
might have left Hungary., The complste evacuuation of Hunzary would
have azounted to zZiving up the existencs of the Hungariin metion ard
it mould hava been resented by most peovle in Hungary. lsinly ssesacks
psychologlieal but alsoeononicel reasons and considerat lons weuld
have ferced most people to remsin in Hungery."

tions sndindivi 51

hespondant 's knowmledge of these is eapresasd in the followling words:
"The fellowing exile orjanizztions, that is to say Pungsrian exils
organirations wers known by me end by most of my friemiz while we
wer: in Hingary: abtove all, the Hungarian Matiomal Counicil. I also
knew snevaral persons who ware functioning ia the lation:l Coumeil. I
think 3 knew the majority of the people Munctiening. I 2lso knew
The Ascambly of Captive Matione in which the Hungsrine :lso pertici-
mied. I knew them meinly throupgh their statemgnts and heir

proclomations whick wera broadcast over V2 and other foreiyn stations.

v
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As far as other exlile individuals are moemi¥s concerned, Sk » mmnbsr
fsldowing =re known to me to be playlng a role abroad, of whom I will
epeik latar, As far &s the ir sctivities are comcsrned, I camot say
much: I know very little of their activities and lmow hardly wore
than thelr mere existence. 1l know more of the activities of the
Assembly of Captive Nations than of the activities of zuy ningla .
individual. The few legal publicaticns of which [ wes abile to get hold
dealt very littla, If =t all, with the exile leaders. Westarn recio
stations, take for Instance Radio Free Burope, dealt vary little with
the activities of the activitias of the Hungarian exile laaders.

Of cource I'm speaking only of the years which I spent out of prison
and then . might have missed a few broaricasts whan there was nuol
talk sbout the activities of certsin leadars, but I have not hesrd
sfx from Iriends about such braadeast; that is to say, [ heard both
mysel! and through frizands some scanty remarks and news itema, btut we
haard of the Assembly of Captive Mations.l ramember one srticls by
Faul Aurer which apreared in the Buricher Zéitung, who wrota of ths
Assembly of Captive Nations. Perbaps the larpest source for rews
material, I found on Hungarian exile leaders was the Communint press
iteelf. In its attacks upon exile leaders, it memtiopsd quite = fuw
factes Uf courss, distorted facts, but it referrad to exile leadsrs
on many an occasion but lately even these attacks diminised, and
beceme not much more than sere. For ome ruasen or another, the
Communist press did not find it necessary or worthwhile dealing »itk
them In the last fow months, I mads a rewirk on this ooint that Lhe
picture now suddenly changed again, and the Communist press apd radio
are giving very much snece to attack nem HMuncarian sxlle leaders.
Anna Sethly ard Bela Kirsly are tha targets of almcst dodly attscks
in 8ll kinds of news items about in all Kinds of news fLemy apd
articles in the Communist rress of today, pacticulerly es quotations
from speeches -take for instance the speechas of .lprosan, or Kallay,
or Kadar, Szbed Nep or rather Nepszabadsag,aoe particularly bent

on insulting the exile lsaders apain anc agsin. Of courss, sccording
to Communist custom they dig deep into the past of the accused ard trv
to prove that they were nevar all =ight.: Ther faoy to tring svidence
to prove that Anma Kathly was a traitor to %12 causs of the workers,
and for irstance, one worksr complains that a delegation which she
was siproged to wecelve vas not sdmitied to har at all, but was l=ft
vaitling in her lobhy, #nd s ch complaints ar: sired again and apgain,”
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When respondent is= asked to tell us his feellings about
thas: axile lesders and organizetions, ho come= up with the
following answest
"I find it extremsly difficult to nnswer this quastion. When
after ny flight from Hungary, I received basie informetion on
parsons snd ormnisetions snd their activifties, I %ook an
ativtude togethar with a rnumber of friends,- our attitude was that
wa are in no agresment with the parsomel constitution ef the
Bungarian Natiomal Council, nor do we agres with a mumberf their
basis principlss nr.diwliciaﬂ, while at the same? time, we certsinly
pald dus respsct to ev2ry single person - or at least glmeet svery
single ourson In the Hungarian Matiom] Council becauss we think
that the} ars respectable people. Fe mean %o represent the
Hungarian revolution, and to represent thoss primeiples which werse
somehow crystal lized during the ravolution, and we are villing to
pursus only policies which are in lins with the basie l.ﬁr-ﬁ-u of the
Hungarian Bommunism, 2nd we are ready to go ham! in hadd with only
such s!nh&mnﬁ who mean to repressnt the Hunzarisn mation, who
idantify fhemselvas completaly with the Idesas o’ the Hungarian
reavolut ion. We think of the "Hungiriun Unity" a5 of a unity in
principles because any unity which is not based upon fimmly
concaived principles is something fletitious, not ganvime, and
such & "unity" will soomer or later turn out to be a faBure.
Thess eoneiderations were the renson for me not to saek contact
with thare "old" exile organisations in Visom curing my etay in
thut City. I refrein from any cemsmakx contact with these organizal Lons
80 43 nol Lo mal® the imnreusion that I sm entering upor "deal® witn
tham, I remn a deal of my owne Fubt I was instructed in Vienra that
thoss orEniza-lons were very busy, anc they were able So afford %o
do much , mainly with the financial aid of the "FIRST AID FOR HUNGE Yo
and [ war informed that mainly a certain Genersl Lanpgyel wea
regpansille Tfor the activities of these exila organizatiors. Ferqaras
I should be more specific «nd wll thethe Hungs:-in Naticmal Courcil
by onme, but I zot into gontact with orpganlzations which are lazs
rnolitieal in mature and are ltaszed on 8 much wore broad <rather,
cultiral tasis - rhich are aid organicetions - chariby crgpnizatices,
such, for instancs The Pungerizp Ald Bureaw in Feris, France. It
lesder is Father Imre Geeser. There was & mumber of social, sporta
and oultvral orgainizetions in France where [ shent soms time after
the rawolution with which I cam@into cortees, sid whieh I appreciated
vary mach."
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When interviewerg asks res-ondent to spesk more of what he losw

of the Assembly of Captive lletione for comparisen, respondant

answers as followa:

"Perhape I wesn'tacourste encugh when I said that we wars praotty

well informed about the role of the Assambly of Czptive Nstions .,

I crnly meznt to emphasisc that we lmew the main things about 1t, ani

we lmew even less about Hungarian fxile Organizations. On aiy knowledgs
of this organization, I cannot ssy much more than the essentizl fact
‘thet it iz an interpationsl body composed of leaders - fres lsadurs of
those nations - working together in amity and intermstional undersianding
and that their aim 18 to do everything in' heir powsr to keep the f-ee
world aware of the fact thet our nations are in bondage, znd to 1let
their voices be heard on cocecasions when they can sy aomathing for ome
or the other, or for ell of them. And of course, I knew seva of thair
statgmenlls and at this point I wish to remsrk that these stat ma e
were not in every point wise snd statesmanlike, or at lsavt so 4t seemsd
to ma."

Unon & probe whether respondent says mkiomf#xhlemacidehe: that this
eritical remark only in retrospect, he answars resolutely, that he hae
held this op¥nion ever since he heard that certain statement to whigh
he 1s referring."1 can very vividly recall ome the resclutions of tha
Assemb.y of Captive Netions which resolutionsmmoossdscmorsmonskim
were passed before the Hungarian revoluti n. The one I am referrins to
was a declsration of the As embly of Captiva Mations and i< statad

thal. the intellectusl ferment which was by then clasrly distinguislatble
in various captive nations, and it ssems to me the declaration referred
partlcularly to Hungary, ele bly showed that the psenle of thoss
nountries are longing e icatemocecatik oS sin ot £
¥sickxx 2n economy of unlimited emierprise. This declaration mesnt to
point out that the mations behind the iron curtain are all longing for
an absclutely free economy and that the intellectusl forment snd the
restlessness in thosgcountries clearly prove that meo-lz ars longing for
a system wifth & system idantisl with those of ®estsrn damocracles. I Ay
agree with the Apsembly of Captive Matdons even if not complately, bub
eseantially. However, 1 wich to point out that the publishing of such

& decleration was extremely umrise and was not s tetéeman-Llike at sl1,

It was an sasy job for the Communists to rut thair fingaer on these

gta ements ond to refar to esvary movement &s resctionary.”

Hesponcdant does not amphasis{the Pollowing poiat, however Intervierer
thinks thet it is 3 crudial point and that it dsse=ves a sepamate
paragraph and ftalics in a2 ftemt:

“In_Hungary, we hsd to take steps in our strucols with Compwnism. Staps




Hare is respondent’s answer to a probs of vhat he knew of ths
Hungarian Metioral Council, or rathser what his opfnion of what
the Hungarisn Matiomel Council was:

"It was extremaly hard to form an opinion,"

B. 2. Hespordent talked at length about the AC and the Assambly of
Captive duropsan Mations and 2lso about the Hungerisn National Couneil,
20 W& go over to ths MHEBK.

Respondent has never heerd of the MHBE back in Hungary, only since he
laft Hungary.

Hespondent racalls having hsard the name of the Litersl Demoeratic lndon
but he d cesn't recall having hesrd amything =les.

Respondent says that he heard sbout thes Christisn Damocratic Undon, and
thet the name of Monsignor .............bat he dosan't recall having
known much more about the Dhristian Demooratic Unics.

Respordent says that he knew of the existencs of the Internationg)
Confederetion of Free Trads Unions in axile, ard he heard & few times
mentioned over Hadio Free Europs thet this organization mede some
declaration, or rather declarztiona.

When respondant 48 asked sbout his opinion of these orgenizations, he
says that he &ikwhm thought their existence is necessary, and he wished
that their activities wers more coordinated, ard that pews sbout thelr
activitiss would be given through the KFS much more syetematical ly,
Respondent explsins that the role of thazs various organizations made
the impression unpon him that they were more corcerpad with hickerinp than
with the #eal great 1551123) the t they played the game of commetition too

eagerly.

—
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Askad about the Imternatiomal Feasant Union, respordant has this to says
"I hed more detallad knowledge on the Intermationsl Peasmat Union than
most peopls in Hunmgary, but this was dus to the fact that I had

several friends among them. Correspondsnce with them - avan though not
regular- still gave me 2 clance to have more kmowledgs about thelr
activities than meat Hunparians had." Vhen this interviswsr asikn
respordent whether he was not afaid of carrying on corraspondence with
his friends, respondent answers: "In fact, their corrsspondence was
very careful, and it was usually in the cloak of neutral and ipdifferent
themes and topics."

About the American Hungarian Federstion, respondent saya:
"Thare was certain naws which we received about the existance and the
activities of thia highly/ respected, olu Amerlean imptitutipm.”

These are respondant's rezsarcks om his knowledge of “eiquatar”:
" My friemdn and I knew most zbout "latowatar® - because I think that the
copies of "latshatar™ were the only publications editec by oxiles
which were piercing the iren curtain.”

At & prebes, respondent replies:

"hese publications did not come in by regolar mail, but they were

gant to Hﬂm through secret charmals h:f PN | . (T
editors and publishern of "latchatar". I reed twe full issues of
"latohatar™ and I sust ssy that I liked them vary much, and perhaps
because they knew that copies of "letehatar® were coming into Hungarys
but whatever the reascn, the Ccmmunist press wrote on & few occasions

4n "Latehatars", On one such an ocession an article was written by
sswsessOudskoy (/). doat of his articles consisted of nn atitack on
ulstohatar”; but hest of his attack was directed at questiona on matters
of rhythm and rhymes, of poema that appeared in "Latehntarfs 1

remembar well that he wrota about the poems of . .secivssvvnsscs
Cadskov labeled these poems cutmoded and old-fashionsd. Anmothsr srticle
written, whose suthor I no lenger remember slso attacked "labonsr", but
wae forced, at the same Lize, te admlt that "latohatar”'s ideas were
rational and raflected much more commen sense than the publications
mace elsewhsre by exilea. This second article I am reforring te apnearad
agbout four or five days alfter ...Oudsgkov's article was written. llow,
because of these two articles mentionad and becsusa of several copies
of "latechatar that were given hand-to~hand in our friend's ecircle,

"Letohatar™ was somewnat knosm = known certainly more then any other exile

mitlication. I think "latohatar®™ is excellently edlted, and itz contents
rich and good. I like particularly the tasic tents of Their aditorisl
policy; namely, that they give space to variop opinlons. Tha
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mtrimtmﬂ TRge from 4. o us bieansasean the ril’ht’ armd to
Bourbon on the left. As far as I know they have orly one criterion
for accepting an article and that's a high standard - a high
intellectusl and moral standard of the article. Ard indeed, I must
say that thete.are articles of a high standard. I would like to add
the folloring to this statemeni. At the Strasburg Conference, 1
suggested upon the cccasion of founding the Matioral Repressntation
of & free Mungry, that is to say as we mamed it at that time, the
Ravoluticnary Council, well I suggested that we send a telegram of
recommendation to ...llstohstan'tbecause of its democratic and exanplary
democratic sttitude. My motion was carried by a large majority.
and I w28 vary gratifisd that I was able to do this.”

flaspondent. has never, abasolutely naver, heard of high schools in
Besuanhloth «. . -.and Linderberg. Maither in Bungzry nor in his sxdle.

Indiviygls :

domsignor Bsla Varga%Unfortunately the opinlon which T havae now

smil is s0 strongly colored by my recent exparisnces hers in exile
that 1 am afraid that I cannot distinguish what views T held bsck
in Hungsry and what are views of mihe which wressdessafSats vhich
were shaped recently. Therefore please allow m= not Lo answer this
question,”

Respondent has the same request in the case of Semrme: Farepe Magy,

Tiber Eckbardfs "Tibor Hckhardt Bs name back in Hungary is very good.
Let ms tall you why, Because peorle know very little Tibor Eckhardt's
role in his exile. His political role in exile is very littla known

in Hungary. Heis still reglstered in paople's mind in Hungary ap a
leader of small farmera. He's remebered mas 5 pelitician in the
oppoaition, whose name is clossly associated with Lhe strivings of
Hungarien psasamtry to gain independence by gining land. He's thought
of anm somebody whose democratic extdew attitude is flawless. Pecple sre
undar the impression that this man : emonstrated his geat opposition to
right wing policies because he left Hungaiy end went into exile. During
a regime which was not even pro-azi yet, but was somewhat right wing,
it wea certainly not extreme right. But Tibor bLckhardt was so strongly
opposed to “hst government that he chose exile, and he prefarred the 15
as the couniry of resdom to that Hungmry. I wes profoundly shocked and
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g0 were several of my friends when we came to this country and

saw here and sckhardt ard found that hisactivities are not at zll
onthe same line as he has been rememberad in Hungary. Above 211,
his more than cordial association with the WMHBE, that extrems right
organization, The role that he has played in exile is something that
con be termed arch-conservative.”

Fanl Auer:"I had the opportunity to carry long &nd wvery elaborate
corwersations with Faul Auver during my stay in Faris, after I fad

from Hungary. My impressions gained in the course of those conversstions
are truly mixed up with my knowlsdge end impressicons that I had back

in Hungary, but I will try tossparvate the two. iy friends and I hed

& pratty high opinion of Faul Auers; this fact ia dus mainly to

his having gome irto exile under oircumstances which zre above repreach.
in yoo may lmow, he chose exile when he was Ambassador of Hunpary in
France. Choosing of exile of Ambessadors of Hungary were moatly under
circumstances widch blurrad the pleture and which did not leave us
uncer the imoression that those peopls ware completsly sbove reprosch.
in most, or at least in numerous cases, thure ware soms mix-ups of
gconcmic pature and scmetimes the Tre sury of the mmbassies were not
laft intact when an Ambsssador chose exile. Paul Agpar wrote & letter

to the Fremier of the country at that time in which he expressed in

@ gentleman-like mamner why he was no more able, morally, to fumetion
&2 the Ambessadoer of Hungary. At the same time, he handasd over the
Treasury of the Embassy and all tho keys in a pgentleman-like Snshion.
The high decoration he received from the French Govermment, namely

the Commander’'s Cross of the Legion of Homor, elso contributed to his
high starding in our opinion in Hungary. Tha wey he is judged favorsbly,
is also Influsnced by the fact that he atood aloof from exile Farty
bickerings and politicsl confusions."

: ¢ "I must admit that I sm bissed when it comes to epeaking
of Inre Kovaca. I have always considered him somewhat of an ideal,
particularly in political matters. I am not completely concurring with
his exact political line - his pessadt radigalism - what I am really
admiring is his politlcal attitude, hie blameless record on the political
forum. When st1ll when very young, he made his d ebut on the politicel
sceng by his BOOK....screscsnassenass(Mate Hevolution).The segnent of
Hungarian youth which I was a member in those yaars was wery deeply
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impressed by this bo its way of thinking was greatly influenced

by this. Imre Kovacs' s greatly lnstrumental in directipg our
attentiop to sooisl and economic problums, and basie political prollsms
of the country. Imre Fovaoe was kickesd out from th* Urdwersity bFecsuse
of his book, ard this fuct enhanced the impressaion he made by his
writing. Mo later role as a newspsper man, ard as an author of sevarsl
other books drew a picture in my eyes, and in the oyss of many of wy
frisnds - a picture of 5 socialogiet whose attituds towmard the Lasie
protlems of the nation is that of ¢lear-~vision and 1xofound dedication.
Unquestionably, Imre Kovacs was much mare emoticoral in his approsch
than, teks for instance, Ference A...ib<ess., whose similar activitien
were carried out almoet xmimm void of emotions. But Tpre Novacs stood
as farap personel character is concerned, ao much higher than that of
AdaY..s...Whose desire to make & hiph caresr in puslic life became
Et-rl:rngﬂ'r than ‘w of his other motives. -llni.l.ﬁi.--..i'ﬂ".E'd tho camp of
the Communiste a9 a collaborator and a fellow-travalor. Imre Kowaon,
on the other hard, stood very far on the left during Cerman ccoupstion,
tut after 1945, when German ococcupation was over, ks stood nuits closs
to the heartis and minds of pecple and hawas atis w0 sense their desiius,
In the beglmning, his attituds tomsrd his fallow so-called follk-writers
was too criticel. In faot, he turned complately apiinst the po-ecalled
third-side group of the folk-writers, to whichihs s8% most davotad and
most sensible writers belonged and to which gamaxtie Student Unity
dovemant gave its suprert. I remsmbsr well [ r= Kovacs firet article
written agaimt this group to which I also belonged, of courss, both
as a maber of the Studan Unity Hovement and asa an Individusl, He
wrote it, perheps, in Jamuary or Eebruary of 1945. Eovace mames in
MEﬂﬂﬂlE lllilllllIl-l‘I-l'Il, ‘-lllq-ll-q.|-il.|-i..-.-l" IR IR T IR H-E‘
sccuses thess writers of not having given 1008 suprort to the
resistence movenent, and of having drawn up the dangers of the laft
wing. I tad the oppertunity to listen t0 ome of his major election
!ﬂﬂﬁmﬂ iﬂl?ﬂﬁ, and in that q}ﬂ'ﬂnh, Kovacs -‘.Eﬂj-n Eﬁntiﬂ-mth“...-.;.--,
AL LERTRE TN T -ﬂﬂdl senbssnssnes BNH ha Eitﬂd TNem Eb 1mﬂllﬂ'ﬂtﬂﬂ
greatneases in Hungarian life to whom everyons should 1isten and who
should play an important role. Imre Eovacs had a vary comwom deouble
role in the Peasant Yarty whers he was the other pole, orposad to
Ference Negv, Imra Kovacs and the group arouns him, left the Peasart
Party when thay saw that they couldn't carry thair point, and in the




37-
HLR IVITIf 11x Q.

1947 elscticns, thay ran as opposition, whereas the Fsesant Farty
was includad in the govermment coalition. When Imre Kowvace regognisad
that he was no longer abla to carry om a&s he thought it was ideal,
he threw the consequences and he fled abroad where he tried to
represent the sams poliviss and serve the seme idesls as before.
For quits sometime, he was rather a fuctory worksr than to acvocate
other policies than the ones that corresnonded to his ideals. In
those years, the Free Hurops Committee had & marrower vision than
later, and it was not ready to give Imre Kovacs a job. As a factory
worler, Hmre Xovaca sacrificed his nights to writs his book ENinety
and Nine", and he had a very hard time to publish it. dver since

he has been a d-voted worier in the research department of the

Frea Bureps Comnittee, where he reglsters things, cvents, etc. ina
memk wall-ordeyed systemmtic way. This man sticks to the facts, and
he does not just speak onut when he dosen't know things very well,
but Just saro a peme that 1s of any welight in Hupgarian public 1lifs
and e will taks out a eard and tell you about it, All of thase
facts cartainly make tohoypisom eff Imre Kovacs very atiractive to
ma and I'm in sympathy with his peliticsl concept and his »lans.

In conclusion, 1 may say that carrying out & longer comversation with
imrs !{man,mi aseally leava with the feeling that 1 have been shle
te feed pysclf with the morsels 1 picksd up in the course of our
convarsasion," At a probe, whether Imre Eovaca is s darxist,
responisnt answarsi" Imre Kovaes is anything tut s Jarxist. Hs

mas the furthest on the left in 1943, spd '/44 and at that time he
w-s [igh®%sn, 1lks you apd I did sgainst Hasiss. Later, when he
turmed aginat Communism, he was much I=fkx less on the left than
on the »ight,. As faras these expression can of conrse desipgmte
somaona's political stand wall enough." Whan respopdant is asked
how he can explain the role Imre Kovacs im influencing the students
of the so-celled .........(Dormitory) he says; "It is trus that
-Im RWEHH m:.d mw l!‘ﬂtm‘ﬂ Lﬂ‘ ’u -ﬂ.lﬂ '“ htlhﬂ FEBBBEBE S
and 1t is also true that & mumber of leading Communiszts cems out

of theesssssnenenenss but I think 1t im glac significant that all
thosa whom T ean recall of having becoms resl Communists from ths
el s scoe. seestudants, all turred thair bnoks to Imre Kovace wher
they becane completely associated with Communism. I think Imre EKovzos
is ons of the moal ouistanding Tigures awmong Eungarian sxiles =nd he
hes a grest political concept. He is eminen<ily malified, with just
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afew exiles topether, to play a leading role emong the exiles.

I think in the event Hungary will bs liberated, Imrs Kovecs would
have to have a leading wrole- a leading role irn & democretic Hongsry
far' which you and I and so many of us have fought for ®o many years.”

3 "His personal record is flewlass. His politicsl role in
Bungary has wom him & good reputation and great respect. Am g
represontative of the Social Bemocratic Farty from ...Pusat, he wue
in & very close contect with the workers. As one of the lesders of the
right wing of the Sorialist Farty, hewieldsd as much influende upon
the shaping of the peliciesin Hungery. The menifeate of the right wing
of the Soclalist Perty, which was vsuslly thought of as something
for which he was mainly recsponsible was clsar and admireble stand,
against the left wing of the Sooialist Farty which was meinly represented
h ﬂﬂ"ﬂ-ﬂ' fm th‘ [T E R R RN R N N NN I Thﬁ Lih--lq?m:ﬂ E:"'ﬂup dﬂ!‘lm&d
the closed coeperation with the Communist Party. Tmre Ss1iig was
farced te chose exile and here his mttituds comtimes to reflect his
original stand. The only difficulty in conmsction with his nerson is
that kmxks his way of thinking is unbeliswebly rigid. Ha 18 unable
to exscute flexible policiss in serving the vltimate gosl. His
rigidity often causes him to take & atand which is very unfaverstble
to him as well as to the Socialiat Party."

At interviswer's probe whether respondsnt mesns by 'rigidity!

anf ideclogicsl dogmetism, he anmwers: "No, I don't mean that/

I am confldent that I re Sellig who has every opportunity te

ebgerve the thinking snd the worldngs of the English Laber Purty

in England is not a dogmatist in ideologieal matters, I'm rathar
referring to his ripgidity in political mancevering (I msan BRcevering
in the good semse of the word). B hes dirgcted fire, very offiten,
egainat those, who, within the Socialist Party have a different

ap roach to solving problems, smsbder than he Aimself. Tal=, for
instance the followars of Charles Rsckmt Pever, Imre Sellig should
rather lead his attack om the real anamiss of democracy apd should

not, exhaust hinself by fights within the Party. Uafortupetely, he

iz willing to drop peopla completely becaura of persomal imcompatibility, "
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! "Ee won an outstending lsading figure of Hungarian
alism. -Socialism in the right sensa of the word, not influsnced
by Coemmunist, His significance is pretty well known. Unfortunstely
1 Jnow very little of his activities in exile. Sincs, when I arrived
abroad, he vas by then dead."

Igsslo Taubinger: "I don't think a darn thing about him. I infect
regret sealing him in such a list of more or less cutatanding leaders.l
Although i do not know him porsonally, I have roceived swme extensive
LR RO TP reports on his activitiss in Vierna, that I
huve developed in my mind a picture of & man
who &5 representative of the Hungarisn
National Council in Vienna uses the considarmble
finenciel means at his disposal according to
his ideclogieal sympethies, or the lack of such. 4
I heard mamy complete reports from reliable scquaintances and frierds -
about his lesa than commendable pstivitiss in Vierna. Tavbingsr worksd
in clope cocparation with Belp in Viemrna. They distrinted |
financisl ai's in form of gift: of momey, clothing, and people were
required to have certain political wviews so as to He given support.®
At & probe what ideclogicel stand people had to take, respondant
answera: "It wmes identifying themselves with & fevdalist Fungary. Upon
the basls of such pelitizal atand, they semepsd the people whom they
found wortlwile of suppart. Take for imtance, the exmiple 0f.eeecvsressss
hnd to be szoken of as "Iour Excellency", and sccerding to informetiom
availabla t¢ m® Teubinger had a similar attitvde."

Ja%: "ihen he was & Prime dinister cof Hungary, I evalusted
his activities as such completsly devoted to W eping and saving as
mach independerce of Hungary as possible under given clreumstances.

His foreign policy which was called the "Kallay Two-Steps to Both
Sides" (interviewer's notes this is the nems of a Hungarian folk dance
in wh'ch the dancing couples make two steps to the right and %wo stepn
to the left and this namayl hapnens to bo ealled sfter a Punegarian town,
C8rl0sssese., and the name of this dance was to serve and designate

the oolicy of Eetlayin which trisd to appear friepily to Cersan
leaders and al the same time do everything to pley into the hands of
the Western Allies). Vhile that foreign policy wes ptill the best vnder
those given circumstances which were tragie enough, how Kallay mctuvally
felt, and what his actusl alm was wes clsarly demonstrated by the fact
that when the (erman lnvaslon seiued Hungary in warch, 1944, fallej

was among the wvery first whom they sought to easture, together with
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Kllay's dinleter of the Intarler ssssvssscsssssnrnneddooonding

to information availatle to me here in exile, and accofding to

my first conversation with him in recent dnys he is assessing very
well Honpgary's present aituation. It is my fesling that he knows not
only ths merws coning up from Hungary and written about Hungnry, but
that k= is well informed on the imer atmosphore of the Hunparian
people. He seens to b2 well informed about and Lo sense well the
common sentiment of the Hungarian pecpla. He seems to know what makes
them tick at the very moment. Just above, [ tried to draw a plcture
of Tibor bckhardt of whom I had to change my views when I ceame to exile,
end now in comparison, I have to do tha sams in the case of Ksllay.
Kallay's nums sysbolized in the last sight or ten yoars in Hungary
the Horthy-Hungary. He is piotured a reactionary who would like to turm
the clock back amd everything look like the Hungary of the Horthy osra.
This, howsver, is not true if my impressions which I made out of the
aconversation of which you wer glse a part. Tou will glso remsmber
that hz clearly advocated democracy at itas best, As you Imow, ha gave
voice to his sentimonts in fully sccepting Mungarian land reform, and
he spoka out in faver of a broad representation in representative
democracy of the futare. 1 lile gll of this exy much in him, and I
&m vary gladly surpcieed.”

Eoltag Pfe ffors"He 18 one of the most talented politiclans of the
Hungar ian exile who works with grvat political sense amd tremendoos
energiss and partlcoularly with the abilktiss of a very capeble dsbater.
Hg was reimowred lor this esceptionsl ability of his in Hungery in his
rola in the Farliament. YUn the negative side, [ may mention that
probably he is turning his a rma toward too many aims when it would not
be mecaseary, bubt such are voliticsl manoeverings in exiles which are
quita genersl about cthar members of the older noliticsl exiles, Hia
gaying becume quite famous which states that in edle everybody deterior-tes
te his sctusl standards which he might hide otharwise, Now T should
:;:.um“tn say that this s aying is true about him &s well as about

A
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Asked how respondent felt about Zoltan Pfelffer when he waa

in Hungary, respondent answers:"He was widsly reknosnsd {or

his political role while hs was in Hungary. Ve kner very little
of his a ctivitiss in exile. We knaw that he wvas for a whils
chief editor of the Amarikal dagyar Nepszava, and that he was

a mepber and 18 still a member of the Executive Committee of the
Hungarian Ma' lonal Council. That was about all we knew of his
activitisa in exile.”

dstwvan Bargpkgvicg:"He is one of the best prorared and most raknowned
figures of Exkidwdy Cathdlic - that is to sy, Christiun Democratic
policies. His exceptional theoleglosl lmowledpe, which surpasses that
of & great many well-educated prissts - his ocutlook on life, which ia
based on a profound, philosophicsl knowledpe. predestined him to o
taks & position 1like he did in Hungery whan e w=a the Leadar of the
largest and strongeat cpposition party. Unfortunetely, I have not had
the sxparisnce to inow him persomallyj cemsequently, I cannot form

a parsorel opinion about his personal values. Infarmeticn I receivad
second hand- that is tosay which were firest hend but when they
arrived at me became second-hand, seemed to irdicale that he 1a too
passive & person, too much af & meditator who is more v srsed in
profound pniloscophical questions but ins ctus]l practical, political
life his attitude and behavior leaves something to oriticirze bocause
hs esems not to be able to translate those terete in which he balisvas
to rraotical life. looocomgzitws As & oriticism it may nlso be
mentioned that durlng his several years ip exile, he =till has not
maneged scguire comand of the snglish lapguags, which 48 cartainly
something deplorable in the case of an intellectusl who lan so much
of an education &a he," Probed as te what people thought of him back
in Hungary and perticularly what respondent thought of him, here is
his answer:® At home I knew that he was also & mmeber of the
Executive Committee of the Hungarian Naticnal Covmcil, but I think

I read ons of his grticles in one of the issues of Latohatar which

I happened to gol in my hands in Bungary.®

dser, Jogel Nogi-Horvathi™ I knew of Komi-florvath that ha is the
chalrman of the Christian Uwmocratic Union, and thus hs hes &
serious role in the politics of the Chritian Temtcra‘ic Partfss.
A grest many people in Hungary think very much of the Christisn
Demecratic Parties, and their political concept, particularly hecause

e S —
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it saems that only parties which have firm ideological foundation
have a future at ail, and this ideclogical foundation for parties

is given in all significant European countries., Thus, Hungary

nesds such a party even if for nothing slse than to leep up very

good reighborly relations with other countries, znd their intellectual
and political life, As 2 person participating in such momantous
movementa, Msgr. Kogi-Horvath Bas 2 paracnality with which we have

to reckon very seriously. As 2 spot in his record the slleged fao®

is mentionsd that allegedly when he was a member of Farliameat in
Hungary, he greeted as an A.P. Feranc Sealasi when he was installed,
If this ~lleged fact is really true, of course it blurs somewhet

the favorable picturs of this politician, but I have not been zlle
yet to check on the truthfulness of this allegation." Asied whethar
such actions comnited more than a decads ago still count much in
evaluating somsbody, respondent answers:" Everybedy is responsible

to an extent for his politickl behavicur; whethsr that bshaviour was
toward the Russians or toward Sszalasi. Unguestlorably, alter a whils
such sction is they are not teo serious bscome fedad and thair
importence is slackening. If somebody‘s later sctions and his entire
attitude provas that his ideclogy &nd his oversll political behsviour |
18 quite contrary to the ideclogy of which he is accused to be an |
oemmotk: adherent because of oneinsignificant action of his will

in such case, of course, cannot generally be held agaimet him. But
such matters have to be cleared by talking them over very wall,

and mrticularliy the peracns concerned shculd fird opnertanity for
making very clear statemsnts as to their stands, sc that the thorns
which are in some peopls becsusa of such remEmbarances be pulled out.”

Bela Pabiapn:™ He wea locksd upon in Hungary e one of the outatanding
leaders of the Libsral wing in the politicsl pictura. We lmaw of him,
even in fungary, that he is ome of the motors behind publlc demonastaa-
tions, and other moves which keep the Hungarisn cause on the surface
and in the focus of interest of many psople, like nicketing in frant
of the U.N. building. He is » veary movable person, but mary paople hald
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that hs doesn't have & broad political concept and he ls very
good,only, st carrylng out practical mmt political eteps enxd
manosvers and thet he is almost indeispepantle in such."”

Yako: He was one of the gemerals of Sezalasi. dven in
Hungary his nams waspretty well known to many oeoole, bot the news
which wrs circulsting in Hungary was not balisved by me because
I thought they were only part of the liss the Commnists perpetruted
in their prepoganda. Hosever, when I got t2 Austria, unforturately
I had to Find out that this p=ws does have moms foundation - the
allegations have some foundationa,

Qenarsl Zako as the €hiaf of the imtellipentuia services of

sgveral Western agencies did not function in this capeeity of his
with the circumspect, carefulmess which vould hav2 besn =0 assential
in such a position. ¥e heard mumercus well-documenmtasd cases in which
he sert home inscrupulously, carelessly, psople,to Hungery us pert
of an intelligence servics and these peonla wers oaptured becmuse
their trips were not well-prepared, end becanss they were not well-
trained, This bebaviour of Ceperal Zake demorslized the largs group
who felt that they were mixed up with adventures which were not
worthy of the , er &t least of a mumber of perscma who mere grouning
around Gensral Zake, Cereral 7ako’'e wignificance was greatly
enhamced by the fact that thers wae at lesst until recemtly &

mmber of officers around him, and that a mumber amounted to a close
knit crgnnization. This, with the help of this organisation, he
memaged to imprezs several Bunganrien politicisps vho are in exile -
who fled to exiln years ago and whe ¥2re anxicus to sae also & military

beckground te their dreams and they meant to discover"Army" in thae
people assembled sround Genarsl Zake, er st least they appearsd te

have given thought to regarding this group arcund Zako as & pogsiodlity
for a military organization in a coming development, in which thejy
meant to play a majer purt. Zake, however, stecrbed in the long run
most of these politiclans and he menaged te carry hia point. He manapad
te eubdue all the cther politicml concepts. Se did pll of this while
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bhs amphesised again and agein that he was only & wilitary leader
g2d peliticelly he was in gront need of council and advics. The
gullibie paliticiaps believed him amwl he sanaged te mele time work
for him, and te turn the. services of thee peliticisne te his
afvontage and to kesp his organisation in teet and propertionstely
Stron -“

- what
At imberviewar®s probe pe to mekler respordent refers to as an
ergnnisstion of Zake comsisting mostly of afficers im net the
KB4, Hespondent ameswers:"It i actuslly an intelligercs erganisstion
under the celer up of the MHEE which is functioning as a froms
organinetion fer this grouwp ef officers around Zake." At intarvisveris
probe whether this erganisation is still functioning, respondent
rapiies:” He far as I know Zake has by new ruinad his reputation
gad digoredited himeelf im before the Westerm orgenisations and
Agencies. 9f course, 1 camnet chack on the validity of this infermatien
tiat at the same tims I cannot check on the validity of the informstion
that Zake quite shrewdily sold identical informetion te ssveral
differant Western imtsiligence agencies. This feot is said te have
bean unearthed when there wes 2 cesrdimation of varions informations,
in intelldgence informatiors, in one of the Western oountriss. Whenm
this coerdimgilen was carried out, the rumour says t found out
that identical information came from sevaral scurces. realisation
of this, I understand, ruirad the reputation ¢f 2ako te a considershle
dagiee. these activitiss of Zake, whils coubt are needed, ure
activities whichare bought and sold en the merket, and which would
cgrtainly presuppose some vary serious expert training om his part.
Baoouse of these activities, he cammot have any serious future role
in an irdeperdent Hungmry."

% tha probe as to how much respendert knov of Geraral Zake back in
Hungary, he answers:" I knew orly that he had bsen a Oensral eof
Szalasi, and that he woe engaped in intsllipence worzk for Western
Agarcies and I alse hoard how inscrupulously hs sent home people
who were inen captured, one after the other, by Cermunist agents,
the Communist secrsi police.V

Gen syal Ferne Farss de Eislaital: "At homs, 1 had a vary peod
epirion of Ferenc F% s de Hisbarpak. I hed this good oploien
fwmiad of bim ae of K'chief Scout of Pungery, As the Chis? Scout,

he talemsed to & group of peopls whe representsd a politicel
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concept and political plans which I share, te angoexk extent at lesst.
As one of the imnner friends of Paul Teleki, &nd as & person KEkar known
for his feeling quits close to the so-called village expleorers and
go-called folk-writers, and as a leader who was always for high ideals
and high moral valuee and intellectual amalesnings of youth - as ore
who introduced a completely new spirit and rew atmcsphere to the
Hungarian academy of officers, I sympathised with him in Hungary very
much, but I anfortumtely I cannot ssy the same about hisactivities
in exile. The fact that ha planned in Austria, years agoe, that he
wenuld let himself be elected by & mumber of psople here in exils to
becoms Bhe future Bagent of Hungary and the Bagent mibtacidms

in axfle and else the fact that he surroumded himself in exile by
almost exclusively military people, and the fact that the military
paople inflvenced his way of thinking, and that he changed his
attitode in seversl pointe since leaving Hungary — well, thess facts
have persusnded me that I will have to assume & more eritical and
resarved attituds toward him, and in fact, teward every military
leader who lacks sufficient political sducation and ideolegicsl
training and foundation. I am afraid of political leaders, well-meaning
a® they my be, who change their politicsl views sccording to the
current situation.”

¢ "Of course, he is well reknowned even at home
in Hungary as one of the person of the Hapaburg dymasty who is
plated by certain ¢lrcles to bacoine king of Hungary. I hed the szme
opinion about Otte at home and as I held now, and it is reafiirmec
now by edditionel Informstion. It i1s brisfly, the follew ni: he
is a surprisingly enlightensd person of peod sducatlen who has a
surprisingly bread herizen. It apmesrs that ths role which isslated bge for
him by & mumber of peepla, mnamely: to b.ceme king of Hungary, is
actuelly strange to him. According te Anformation recently received
by me, hls stand in this mattar is that he would like te return eventually
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te an independent Humgary as a professer at a University.”

: _ answers te a proba ss to whethsr he still recalls

a conversatien beteeen him and other members of the Mational
Represantation of Fres fungary, and this irterviessr in the

course of which this intarviewer suggested that (ite should be
parmitied to go back teo Humyary as a privata nersem, and have

the sams , but not more, and not lesss, politicsl rights as =
private parson, and whether he still agrees with this view,

and respondent answers:

"It is my epinion that no circumstances could prevent ths

leaders of Hungary te give such permission to Otto. I don't think
his persomlity would couse any trouble in Fungary. Of course, in
case he waild 1ike te change hism attitude and if he would think
that he ought te help Lhe movement, which sccording te my recent
informition he does not identify hi-self with - nsmely, the so-called
"egitimian"; 12 he thinks that he ought to hesd it, he would havs
enly ona chancescdimx te proceed, but after he has been grented
Hungarian citizenship &ikat he rum in the course of a parliamentary
elaction and be elected just like any other private citizen in
Hungary, lddbdodds: with the Hoyslist program.”

Adigiral Horthys " The Eagent of the Hungary between the twe world
wars was the symbdl of that Hungary. Thisadmirsl who spoks not even

perfect Hungsrian had & great many shortcomings, just az the sntire
ruling class of this Hungary batwesn the twe worlc wars., But it must
bz admittad that they were not axymeshndedxmibesyxdis too gready
people. The fact that mcst of these people ecarried cut political
activities &8 a hobby gave a good opportunity for many psoole to form
their independent opinions and to take an Iindependent stand. It gave
many of us an opportunity te discuss things freely and te develop

an iptellecivel movemsnt. Sven in the Student Unity Movemant wou will
recsll you 2nd I and our great many co-workers had a pood opnortunity
to fight for what we believed to be right, mamely, pure desmosracy.

At the same time, I muet say that Horthy's mame is conrected with
such an unfortunete davelepment which is remembered often in a ioking
way as a kingless kingdom. It was quite funny for him to mmmx uphold
the idea of such & develonment. . .he wkm of ell who faced ths

King FKeroly in a battle. Thers were a lot of contradictions in his
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entire regims, and I think It was moat charactarized by great

irmer contradictions - not only the fact that hae e as an Admirsl,
Regent of a country whish had no sea at all ,which served rather for
a joke - but I mean serious gomtradictions. Seriocus onss, like
advocating great sociesl pregress end at tha same time, keeping up

a system which I would call s half-feudallsm. Contradictions like
pompous splendour of recaptions of forelgn dignitaries, and of
notables of the country, and at the same time profound misery
axoressed in long queus stending in fromt cherity organizations,
distributing free dishss of soup. Discrepencies liie ths horse-pole
ground on the sarguarite Island, or the salums of nte Valeris Telep."

Azked about the peopls who left Hunga:ry before 1556 — what they
accomplished, or tried to mccomplish, ete. this is what respondent
has to says

"The situation and the role of the Hungarians whoe fled bafore 1956
was extremely hard, snd 15 nol comparatle at 2ll to the situation
of the Hungarlans '-hu fled after the revelution. Thoge Hungarians
we speak of fled from Hungary in such times - either in the 1940%'s
fleeing the anti-Jewizh msasures of pro=ilazi regimss which ware
ferced upon Hungary by Osremany understood as the Juwws were who fled
from concentration enmps and gas chambars, ete. , atill the entire
world was full of such refugses and 1t were not afferded so much
help &8s they ought to have been glven. this was even truer about
paoole who fled from communism in 1945, and 1944, mrticularly, "45.
dany of these were doubtless collaborators of the Usrmana, but
unforture taly all of tham were looked ppon as such gEhRecrecuers
whercae there were quits a Jew anti-Nlazi's among them, and the mase
of tiem= the brosd massss were not commited at all - simply fal%r...
the Hussian trocps whoss reputation was just g 'ad as the replitr
which we experienced latar. Since these raopls wore discrodited by
in erroneous reputetlien that was extended to pll of them they had
no political possibilities at all. The exiles of 1947 ard 1948, who
fled when ths preat changas in Hungery took place and even the same
poaaibility of exeréésing political rights, of establishing or
meintaining a democracy ceased completely, and when mumerous
politicians ohose the way of exile, it was only in those vears that
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ths situation and the reputation of Hungarian exilass improved
somewhat, Jn the free world. Still, the interast of the intermatiomal
politics was not focus:¢ on the matters of Hungary and on the

exiles 8o much thst they could have done scmesthing significent. The
politicians who fled in '47 and "4B had a proportionate more favorabla
position, but even in their ceses, even some of the more significant
pol it ical leaders liks Harankovics had to uwams live in refuges
cemps for ewhile, and they were pot given & clmnce to engage in
political ectivitias which would have besn necessery. A few particulsrly
outstanding politicsna like Ferenc Magy and Zoltan Plelffer ware
favorably received, and the world of Ferenc Hagy carried some

weight which was particularly important because he hud besn an active
Prime dinieter of Hungary, but on the whole there mas showm a largs
measure of disintarest in the role of those who fled from Humgary."

n

The efforts are rocognisabls to the cne who can get information con
their work, but unforturately these peopla directed the maeln fores

of fire not in a comcentreted effort at the mancevers in Mungary

of the intermationmal politicel mechimery, or atl the Russian
occupation of Hungary (the two were, of course, almest identiesl)

but unfortunstely party bickerings axhausted most of their opargies.
The book of Dezso Sulyok is particularly characterintis of this spoch.
This donk i3 &8 typieal product of exile politiking. Sulyok attachs
glmost avaryore vho has been a nane in exlle or vho has stayed st home
and remained somes name, somehow, He dishes up Sew moatly and in

quite exagrerated presentation the negative sides of the psople of
whom he carss to write. This otherwise, quits talented, Sunlyok,whe
has some comoepts which have to be wvaluad high, who in the financi~l
field is zlmost imdespensable as the former head of the

Penzintezetl (Rimomtzcomudastx Nosmpont ( Central Financisl
Inatitute ). The speschos he delivered in the Farliament on tha
bidget willbe exemplary for all future timn, partioularly because of
his imvernse knowladge of referances and hiv easy handling of suprorting
matsrial. fat this cutstanding politician, thle exceptiorzlly talented
parson has narrowsd himself down in shallew, persomal quarrels in
exile to an erxtent that it can be only regretted. He sppears %o have
realized and oractices the motion that every sxile mockyx politicisn
is worth as ssmy much as high the number of cther peliticlana is whon
he managed to push out, but by now he has found on that he wes in

& grave error in thinking and acting on this assuanption. Mamely, the
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comtrary ias true.n

Asled vhaRRE he thought of the exiles during the revelution

regpondent answers:

"0f course we thought of them, not only during the revolution but
alse tufare the revolution, when wa were inprison, we often avocke
about phans - how we intended to retuilt an indepandant Hungary and
free Hungary. In the picturs we dresmed up, we certsinly wished to
give a serious role to the exiles, too, By giving them serious roles,
of coursa I didn’'t mesn us who talled about this guestion in mrison,
but I mean the entire Hungarisn psople who would have given assign-
ments to anybody. Ve just seent to parsuades as meny people as we
could that this is the right course ofaction. Pwing the revolution,
we dreamed te suggest a leadership for a liberated, independad
Bungary that would consist of politically persecuted people, of such
who distingonished themselvea in the long fight arainst communism

and of courss such who axceled in the revolution - such whe wers
known a8 experts, who politically did not compromise themselvos gad
at homs and certain axile lsaders and axperts in exiles who did not
esgentislly deviate from the line which they followad in Hungary when
they fought for fungarian demoeracy. During the revolution aven I
who was not in n postion of particular importance, evem I thought
that wea ought te get into contact immediately with lenders in e

exila. T assigned a teeching sssistant of the University, who

went &3 ore of the psople in charge of & convoy which wrs supposed

to get madicine and medicel equipment from Vienns %o Hungary. I assigned
this tesching assitant to take a letter with him ddatinad to reach
Ferne Sagy. In this letter I wished to report to him upon tha most
essent ial developments in Hungary and particularly on our work that
preparad the construction of an independent Hungsry, of sn incependent
political "Hungary, I mean. At the same time, I acked him for informatiom
in this letter, expeleining what he and other exile leadsrs thought

of their future role upon their return to Hungary. Unfortuna‘ely,

tho evonts followed in such raplid ssquence that thes comvoy not evan
managed to to get to Vienma, ily friend managed to gat it ouvt, but &y
then this assignment wan, of courss, too late. I was also prosant
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when the latter of Feremo Nagy which he addressed to ths Execmtive
Committee of the Fresholder's Farty wes amalysed and dlacussed at
a when the Ewecutive Coomittss of this party comvenad in the
few days of freedom. This lstter wes taken %o Humgary by a perscnal
envoy of Ferene Bagy. The reply te this latter was that Ferenc Bagy
ought to wait outside of Hungary witil the entire situation settled
and the pictures brightened so much that further action copld bs taken.
The Exscutive Committee
vas anxious to send him this mesaapge because they weres anxiocns not
to s xnose themselves, and Rungary, to Communist charges that the
revolution was directed from the outsids, or for that matter, that it
was inspired from abroasd. Summarising my stand I may emphasis that
there were several certein persoms mf among exile lsaders on whem
we counted. Such a persion, for instanpge, was Imre Hovacs."

C, Redgfections:

Here are respondent's views of CommunisiSredefsction campnign:

"The Communists had pumerous reasons te try to lure and force

people back from exile.The foremost resscn wag to prove that

people vhe returned were not able to salablish rocts in forelgn
soil. Psople rsturmed who were frustrated ia ‘heir attempts %o
establish a pew 1ife in 2 country of the West, and Communists

were very eager to see such people return and to speak of the West
in terms of their [rustration, so as to disappoint other people, and
to make othar pesople think vory disguatedly of the West. Such people
ware given good positiona seo that they could =presd thelr viaws

of the West in offices, in workshops, in factorisas, ete. The broad
massen of the Hunpgarian peonle were keanly interested anpd anxious

to learn as much of the West as posaible. They saw the realization
of thair longing for freedom in the West, and in the presperily

of the free countries of the West, they saw diresms come true,

People comparad their lack of fresedom, and the mizery which was
ocrezted Communist plenned economy in Humgary with those greatl successas
of which heard that were accomplished in Westarn countries. Now
Communists were emxious to disoredit this newn by the reoorts of
parsonal exnerience of these frustrated peeple which they brought beek
with them. Communists pointed out, again and zpain, that thosa paonle
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who had teen in the West gave the only relisbtls reports on

what Gapitalism and all the curses con scted with it actually

look like. The Communiste were anxious to sep redefectors in |
Hungary in &s large numbers as possible fxsotsmmxex becausc of |
soms othar reasons, teo. Une particularly importent reason was |
the fact that people ususlly ware ouite confidentisl to peopie whe ]
returpad from the West. They ware amxicus to recesive pews and |
information from them through infarmtion @ man-to-man talks
because tley thought that this people were only forced by the
Comminists to tell bad things about the West, and Lhey wanted to
hear with thair owm ears when talking privetely 1o these persons
what the resl situation was. Now the Communists were swmre of tha
phenomenon &nd they organized those people whom thay gawve good
joba to become Iinformers. A mumber of such peonle actually turned |
informers and {nformed the AVH of the sentiment of people ss |
revelaed in such corversaf fone and of actsal}y perzomal statements

of peopla. Thus, redefectors served a dual purpose in the (
Communist gome. On the ome hand they bacame tools of Communist

propoganda fgainst the West; on the other hand, thay became

informers of the secret police -~ at least mny of them,"

Asked what people thaught ef redefection in Hungsry, mspondent
answars

"A congiderable porticn of the mation was swera of what 1 just

seid. In other warda, for many people the Commundis? tricks in

this fMeld were transparent, and many people wrote to their relatives
and frienis met te return.”

D, Exile tasle:

Agleed what he thinks the peopbe in Hungary would like to now
about the exlles, respondsnt answers:

"Above all, they would like to mow particulerly in refarence
to the political exiles, what stepe they have taken, and are taking
te leap the Bungarian cause in the focus of the attention of the
world. Theay wish to know how the Hungarian exileg leaders are trying
te porsuade and influence Intermtional organizations and forums to
pat the Hungarian qusstion ajain on the agenda of the UN Gensrdl
Aspemtly. They wonder whether Hungerisn exile leaders are in eontact
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*ith many goverrmeits of the free world, and whether they are
asking them to kaep the Hungarian queetion on thoir schedule to
press tha UN that it not drop it. The peorls in Hungery are most
anxious to know that the Mungarian exiles do their utmost to
persuade the West not te keap the Hungarian situstion &s it ia;

not Lo perpetuate the tragedy that is called Hungary e an open
wound in the bedy of the Soviet Union. This perheps politicially
expedisnt, "sclution", for the West is horrille to the Hungariansg.®

"Aside from political help, ths matter of economic assistance is
also somsthing that Hungarians think of. Those who were forced to
flee countries, are alse are expected to help the peopls whe live
on a atarvation diet in Hungary. CARE peckages ard other shipments
of charity are very important to those people, so that they can
carry on & fight, for the time being, in passive resistence. Last
but not least they certainly expsot that the Fungarisns be
represemted in & co-ordimated way, net split up inte meny, quarrelling,
splinter groups, and they certainly desire that the political
fourdation for such unified representation be nothing lsss than the
ideolegical basis of the revolution. The revolution which is the
last legal source for any sction in representing Hungerians."

Asked what respordent thinks the Hungerians should kncw, te answers:
"They should know what they desire te know, and I think those
things are those just emmerated."

Asked what the exiles should do now, respordent refers again te
his statembat made abeve,

Asked what he personally could do now, respondent answers:

T I think I can marticularly contribute te renlising our dreams

at cresting a Unity in Hungarian representaticn. Although I must
emphasis that unity per 22 is not a self-aim - it is only a tool

to recliring great ideals, and in reslizing practical goals such

as directing the attention of tha public epinion of the world to

the cause of Hungary - to the unfinished businsss of the UN -

the urging of steps to be carried out by internstiomsl forums and

the powera of the free world in the interest of Hungarien irdependencs.,
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"last tut not least, the ebjsctive correct and efficient
infarmation of the rian mtion of events taking place in tha

vorld, Everything possibtle, and morally right, shouldbe done %o

imop not only the Hungarians but alse the ether netions in bondags
mell -informed of the inmteldsctusl and spirdtus) progresa of the
freo world , They should net be left, cut off, frem the blocd-stream
of intellectual life of the free world. I know of myaelf, hew
profound the interest is that existe on the pert of the Eimp.rinn
pecpls to leara about the advance of the West in every area, - not
enly political and economic, but alse intellectual areas.®

Asied zimxk whether he mould like te Join an exile erganization,
respondent saye:

"I would net 1ike te bsleng an exile organdzation, tut I de belong.
1 ame member of theMational Repressntation of = Free Hungary,in
other words - of the National Revelutiorary Couneil — and I am
alee a member of the Free Fighters Fedsration, but perhaps iz not
Deceszary Lo sertion because that 18 an intagral part ef the
Bational Repressentation,”

Asked what his epinion of the various Hunga-ian political partiss

is3 vespordent answers:

"Political partise in exile are good only for one purpese, I think.
Nemely, te build up wery veluslle contacts with oinflar orgenizaticns
of the frea world, It is comple tely umecessary and supsrfluous to
nagotiate here and to discuss any domestic issuass . Snlution and
discussion of Hungarian domestic isspes are te e carried out only

Sy a future Farliament which i3 composed of the elscted repressnte tives
of the Hungarians. Only free elections in & fres Hungary ean dscided
whe should represeat the MHungarian people and to what e xtent. dere,
abroad, avery peliticel party may say with the sams right, its political
concepl and its political plans which are recognizsed and desired by
the majority of the Hungariam people - but only a fres olection could
decide whether i is true, or not. In spite of this the political
mriies in exile have a significance because the framework of <he
parties can give a good chanca to build goocc and veluable contacts
with similer parties abroad in axils. I am thinking partieulsziy of
=uropean countries in this comnection. Take, for inastance the
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ist
Hungsrisn Social Democrstic Party which has & much essier way
to allign itselfl with similar soclalist parties of muropes than
any other group in the Hungarisn exile perties. A Christian
Democra-ic Party has a much better chance even in axile o
allign ft=elf with similar Christian Democratic Pertiee than
sny other group in the Hungarisn nation. 1 have practicsl
axperisnces that such contactes work very well. Take, for instance,
a case whare I was sdmitted to the Minister Presicdent of France
upon my roquest almost Immedintely becsuse my Socialist friends
asked him to grant such an audisnce. I recsived appointment within
two hours which eould not have bsen reslized in any other way -not
within day certainly. I my ouots similar examples in which
Christian Lemocratic frispds of mipe helped me te ses soms outstanding
statesman on some important and urgent issve. But the policies
of thess exils politicel partiies sheuld be coordinated and the
framewarks of marties whmekd shovld be kept in tect a2bove all for
establishing good friendly relatiors with parties im other countrias.”
a ¥ 3
Asked whether resvendent would li%e to return te Hungary, he
ANAWErn:
"Of coursa, I want to return to ree Hungary sll the mora since
I never wanted to leave Hungary. dy retwn to Hungary will take
place risht at the moment that Hungary will have & goverrment
which will be based on free elaictiome, or st lenst & government
which gpuarentees free electicas in the foresesabl: f{uture.”

Asked whether respondent wopld like to see his children spesk also
Hungarian in the U5, ha ansmarss
FBy all meansa, of course."
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Asked to comment on what redio stations respondent listened to in
Hunga:y, he answers:

"To the Hadio Free turcpe, to the Volce of Americs, to the BBC, to
the stetion in Paris snd tn that one in the ‘Fntiun.

Asiked whet er to his own or to that of other's , respondant answera

"Both -~ to both =" end whether alone or sometimes with others, resvondent
saysi"Somstimes slone tut mostly together with friends and certainly
together with the family.

Asked about the physissl circumstances of listening, measures of precsaticn
talken, respondent says elmost nothing wus dopa in the way of precaation.

Asked why no precautiorary messures were taken, respondent answers:

"Listening to thase foreign statlons wes s8¢ ganerel in the yeurs

after I wag freed from priscn that was the end of 53, until the

revolution, and there was so little risk irvolved listening to these

stations that we didn™ care 1o undertake any measures te protect

ourselvaes. The significance of the HFE can in no way be undersstimatsd

because practically the entire natlion listena to it, and I am surs

that the seme is true about other East European countriss. 1t was I
genarslly known tha the great majority of the natlion wis regularly [
listenlng to RFE, and also to the other stations of the free World.”

Asked about jamming, res ondne taays thers was a lot of jamming but if
cne was clever, he could catch most of the station= at wave langths
where hs could listen to them allrijght.

Askod vihether respondant preferred one station over another, he said
without hasitation: "I preferred the BEC."

Askad to give his ressons for hie preference, respondant answars:

"I have daslt with that queastion alre=ady pretty much = first of all,

I was the chairmen of thst Committes in Strasburg which wea given the
IBEiEmnm'. te investigate the work of the forsign radio stations, amd

I was invitad to ths Badio Eree Europe in /unich to discuss these
matters. For ten days it was my mejor job %o talk over thimgs concerning
the broazdossts of RFE and other foreignmdio statiops. I could ssy a lot
of things but nothiag new, nothing that I had not teold in Junich. I em
referringuainly to my talks with Mr. Griffith.”
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When this interviewer insists upon respondent telling somsthing of

his eriticlsm he offers the following:

"Speaking of Badio Free Burope ita significance i{s inestimatis becayse
practically speaking e veryone listens to it, but there waa at lsast

a period cf time when 21l thos . who listered, or practically all thess
who listoned to the HFE listened smmewhat angrily. ..even here in ths
free world , wa criticise broadcasts of the HFE we do not mean to

attack it, but we mean to help so that the breadcasts of the HFE become
80 efficient and so objective and reliable that it sould serve tha

Rx comuon cause much better. One of the greatest faults of the FE

was thet in pre-revolutiomary times the BEFE broadcasts becama statio, by
"atatic" I mean that HFE thought and s oke on the lines which were
cerrect in 1951, but meemhile great events happened in Hungary. Thers
was for im tance the government of Imre Magy, and thore was o literalizing
process and thers were the discussions of the Patofie Circle, and thare
wore the pews items and the srticlessf the IROLDALII UJSAG. in a great
mny cases these fectors were evalua“ed by the HFE in a mannar which
kaooctiootonrocoudce basieally leld that these devslopments are
inslgnificant. They thought that Moscow gave permissien to various
groups of really Communits journalists andother intellectuals to s peak
somewhat freer but still not deviatirz from the esseptial Moscow Line.
A few moments ago, I mentioned thes "etatie" character of HFE broadcastec
Let me add in this comneetlios that this mrtwrwimondtdwit donomockie
peopkE recognition didn't dawn on the people in charge of brosdessts of
{Fe, Famely, thet real, actusl forces were at work in Hungasyv behind ths
phanonema just mentiomed, and they cught to have redliszed thet 21l of
these developmenta were spontanecus and certainly not directed from
Mogcow. The popular movemsnt which Jemanded the damocratisation and
liberalization of the country was in no way conmscted with doscow or
Comnunism. There were Communiste, <hank God, smong the paople who wera
at work, but theose were disappointad, ideslint Cogmunisis. Unlorturately
HFE did not recognize this fsct. There are quite a l'ew psople in Munich
at the Hungarian desk of AFE who are kept abresst of developrents in
Hungary because they have thes daily information wall furnished; still,
it seems that they lacked the sense cf undsrstanding whet ia behind mll
the svents in Hunjary, and they seemed not to reslins the importence

of thece davel opments. The lack of this recognition was responsible for
the fact that the dynich-Hunga ian desk opsned fire in seversl C BBus

on people and on events which certainly did not dessrvs their attack
and which proved to be more than unwise. I am refsrring above 3ll to the
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person of Imre Nagy who was attacksd on marny ocganions. Lven in '53
and 1954, i1t was eirategically, perhaps, urderstandable, but not
everybody was able to understapd it in Hungary thet the dintster
President who introduced libsralization in Hungary should be a target
of attacle by RFE. After all, under the given circumstances, Imrw Nagy
moved in a positive direction, tut this was woxeky not nearly as
significant as the attacks of the HFE on I re Magy during the
revolution. Those attacksae, indeed, inevcusable, and completaly
deplorable. Those attacks met with the general reiection €F ths
Hungeriun people who participated in the uprising, Aftsr all it woa
Inre Nagy who symbolized the will of the nstion, apd gertainly there
was no other parnom to be found who could have united the nationm

A8 orpa person who expressed cauticusly and ¥wx slowly indeed tut atill
expregsad 1ts wish, and demonstrate at the sanme time towsrd the
Communists and toward Moecow that one from their ranks sided with the
Hun@mrian paopleand with the Hungarisn nation. Thoss who could half-
way sprreciate the megnitude of those difffcultiee undsr which Imre o gy
hed to work cartainly ressntad very mmch thoss sttaaks.

"Ancther basic mistake of HFi, was that it was sn inspiritive type of
radic, It cught tc bave beem en informetive type of radic instesd. It
inspired peopla o taks certain actions although thess sctlonn ware
actually not worded but still those broadcasts had an atmosphare whien
were too indlcative in » great many cases. Uary of the brvadonsts wera
sugeestive in thelyr tone that psople were led to think more o Wasters
intentions than there wers actually ip reality in Western goverrmemts.
Tale, for instunce, the statemsnts snd declarstions of poliey of laadar
of Festern mations or solemn statemsnts of lendsrs in exile. There wera,
for instence, mumercus statements by Hisenhowsr ard br Dulles Wiich
avolked very reel hope in the minds end hearts of the Hongaricons. 3FE
dished up 811 these statements in an ovsrtly emphasised way, [t ie true
that the quotations wereverhatim tut still on the basis of aenphasis and
the "asis of comsntaries HFE mids, pasotle were seducad o Imsgine mora
ard to think much mere than wee sctually meant by these statsmente,
BFE unfortuna sly omittad to reduce these stziements to their mctual

ol gnificance and mesning by its commentaries, Above all, HFE ought to
have emphasised that these declaraticns of policies ami tlmse solemm
statenerts mde by American staotesmen ware mesnt for hoee consumption
to sarve the winning over of the millions of votaras in tha 5 who vers
of Eastern suropean origin, ~erticualry Rex befors or in the sake of
election ceupaigns.®
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Asked whether Western broadoasts and Radio Free Surope in particulsr
helped to inoite the Humgarisn peopla by holding out promises of
Western help to rises in a revolution, responjent answers:

"Hadio Free Europe contributed in no vay to the uprising of the
Hungarisn reveolution.”

Probed whethsr repondant does not think that KFE saturated Hungsrian
feelings and contributed to exciting them that way sven though not
completely but that the many smalleffects added up to tme which became
incitive, respondent takes this stapd:

% word a statement like that, I may agres, but at the same time

1 to emphasis that I don't mean to minimize the merits of the HFE,
because itz role mwchciksxiwwsssbmont 15 very tromenpdous; it's inspiring
pews and commentaries instesd of hearing only formative nsws and

commenataries, but the revolution would have taken place - unquestionabtly -

eéven without this role of RFE. The mnst realistic, the most oblective
broadcasts were those of ths BBC - objective, reliable informuiion
upon Hongary In the world - bn internationsal evenis in general. They
hsd to turn to the broadcaste of the BBC which discussed sll of these
aspacts of the world and of Hungary in a cool sand infsrmstive way.
Nobody waa able to makes illusions sbout things on the basla of the
broadeasts of BEC. The BEC relayed its program only in a portion of
the day, not throughout the day &s did EFE; atill, it wmas ghle to

male itself mo underatood hy the Hungarian peopla as they meant to
convey thelir messeges. It glave them very reslistic informstion - even in
its brief broedeasts, it found time to give informetion on the slements
of the technilogical, and of the intellectusl world. Of the seisntific
world in general and all news were highly appreciated by the Hungarians
in gemrrl. Theyn leo gave inform-tion on developments in the world of
literature, and these were also liked by the people. Jt spoke about
baoks which had world significance and which aroused intarest in free
countries of the world, Those ware books,of course, which wers not
permittad to resch ths Hungarian reading public."

haked about the radio stations, respondent has this to say:

"The Volce of America used a method of general ovarsimplification,

I had the feeling~ perhaps I am too strict to say but I am inclined to
word my opinion in the following and csrteinly daring wey. The VOA

wir inclined to evalvats events and parcons in a way somewhat similar
to Stalinism, but of course wkkhx in the other direction. By this, I
mean the following - according to Stalinsim pecple were judped in the
follwing way -~ whoever is & Communist, 15 a grest guy, 18 a wonderful

| [ \
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fellow, and is complately unobjectionatle and his integriiy may not

be questioned. Whoaver is a non-comnunist is a2 bum, n secoundwal, &
no-good and good forr nothing follow. The VOA turned this vay of looking
at things around, and it eveluated svents and paople in 3 similar fashlon,
but , of course, in the other direction. This black and white
presentztion was a basic mistake of the VOA."

Asked whether HFE should contimue its broadessts, respondent says that
it certainly should, but in a greatly improved way.

Asked what these improvements should be, respondent answers:

" It has to transmit of couwrse the esssential rewa about the prest
political events of the world. It has tp evaluate svents very -
realistically andé should always find & way to pot the Hungarian matters
8lso in the framework of your polities and should be just as realistje
about Hungarisn .vents as about anything else in the world. At leest,
things should not be overemphasised as they hzve been in the pmst. 1t
is not permissible to do anything else but a very little editing, so
that people do not grow completely desperata. But editing in s way

as it Bas been practiced, as we are shla to evaluate it now —that is
completely deplorabls - should be aveoidad In the future. Peside

from this program, othar programs like thogse in the BBC should be
given, "

Asked whether programs about life in Westera Lurops and about life
in the United States should elso ba included, respondent answars
"by all means".

Asknd what other programs should be included in a broadeast of
HFE, respondent suggestss
"I am anxitue to suggest that news ltems and informetion on cultural
life should be included, and I think that the younz peneraticn and
sven the old geperation knows so litfle of ths realistic pilcture of
jan history that such should also be out on the program, but
vary carefully- in a vay that not only Hungarian intellestuals should
be interested in it, but that the broad masser of the population could
enjoy those broasdcasts telling about chapters in the past of lungsry;
perbaps dramatized historicel things would be particulsrly aprecisted,
and I think that historical evants of the latest dacedes, and of the
last century should be particularly smphasisoed. The immediate pest is
of prime importanca for them to kmow - particularly an objective view
of the evenis between the two world ward, and durdiny the last world wer.n
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"And I mean to emphasils above all timt ths tremendous force and
gignificance of the Hungarian revolution should be utilised even

more, and even much more in the broadossta of RFE. Take, for instance,
the imrense material that EFE collected from the broadeasts of the
Bungarisn radio stations during the dsys of the revolution, and the
many issuss of the Hungarian pepers thet appeared during the revolution,
gnd othor material of deocumentation + Perticularly anniversaries amd
evanta conrected with certasin persons should be utilized for refreshing
memoriss of people end I &am maferring perticularly to speaches made

by leaderns in the revolution on the Communiet and on ths axtdcemmmmdad
st democratic side. - speeches of such Hungasrisn leaders who have

besn executed since, or who are right now in prison, or who are now

in leading positions -~ for instance, Hedar himself. The broadcasts

of such speeches could have a profound effact im Hungary. In fact,

it could have gapentimable consequences to listen to Kadar, of how le
spoke in favor of the revolution while the revolution was on and
victoricus, Articles also which appeared during the revolution could

be read and that would be tremendously appreciated by the Hungerians
and it could have a shocking affect. At the same time, it would be in
interesting mrogran for HFE to let the mation hear agin the variom

end qidte opposing stands of Communist leaders In delicate questions.
Take for iretance the most delicate questions of Tugoslavia. It would
be very good ard would sarve a very good purpose to let the matiom
listen to various stands of Humgarisn Communist leaders taken in the
Tugoslav question and verious times. No comnentaries will be neccssery
or very little, if any, because those speachas will speak for themsclves,
and those articles written Yy leading communiasts. Yo show opinions vhen
thay are theyare on very good tarms with eson other, and Lhen when they
gre at & cold war. And again, when ths Bungsrian Communist leacers
called Tito a 2 mhx=gx "chain:d dog" and a "satellite of the imperizlista.”
Again, vhen they promise eternsl friendship and pralss sach other,

and again when there is scwsthing in betwaen...thus following ths lines
of very remarkatly changing policy on tha pert of Commuonist leaderahip,
would be very valuatle.®

"Another valuable of RFE could ba to compose the blographies of various
leaders ol the AVO, particularly of sach whe have slready met desth

or arother. That could even have the sffsct of a prim remindsr to

the other membersof the AVO. These, andother similar posaibilitizs tven
unlimited vistas to the AFE. Cold facts -rezlistic pictiures are ths
on2s that could have the meost profound effect and which people woulc

be ready to acospt without hesitation because thay would get used
experiencing that HFE is not propagandising but ziving the acourate
data and Tigures.”
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B: FEP leaflets:

Respondent explains that he knew the initials N.E.M. and he

knew what they stood for. He also kmew of %he Baloon Campaign,

but he didn't know any detsils, particularly not techalecal details.
He axphkaings

® There was only one aspect in which 1 found the campsign carried
out with the baloons successful. Nem=ly, it kapt the AVO oecupizd.
The search for and the picking up of the beleoons and the leaflets
took quite a bit of effort and time on ths part of the AVO, but
otherwise these leaflets had no particular effectz at all."”

Asked about the Twalve Demords, respondent hes this to say:

" I wasn't familiar with the Twelve Demends. This in itself can
prove to you that the leaflets did not have too great an effect,
because I cught to have hesrd of the T‘mlwm Demanis - at least

I ought to have haard of them. Of course, I was out of prison
since the end of 1953, but still mmthing shouid have been jmown
to e if the Twelve Domands had played an significant role.
leaflets have incomparably Emaller effect than the Lroadoasts; first
of all, because they don't come svery day. Only periodically.
secondly, their timeliness suffers by the time element involved.
Until they reach their destination, are ploked up and read and
handed over to others and talked over, the evants to which thay
refm may have leat thelr significance, News items and naws
commentaries gre, by their mature, very time-bound, Thf.’.‘ﬂil are just
the main differences between leaflets and broadeasts.”

D Gosls of Western groups:

Asked about his assessing what the actusl goala of Western groups
rhich are behind those broadeasts and leflets may be, respondent
hed this opinion to offar:
"First of 211, they sare of course aimed at informing pesopls in
countries tehind tha irom curtain of thse actual events in the world.
They want to inform them in a way thet reflects iakx the trus
character of Western decisiens and Western actione., thet is to say,
‘e actiome and intentions of the free warld. And slso, to inform the
nations bahind ths iron curtain about ths actions of their exils
leaders, mmely of such leaders whoare recognized by thease Waestern
groups, anct they are intent on making thelr omn stands iﬂ’ﬂ:ﬁ“‘iu

raference 1o politicians and leaders vho are on the opposite side, "




=

37-¥
HLR Ix/16x &

Askad about the differences between the BIC, VOA and AFE, etc., raspondent
has this to say:

" Our other stations relayed broadessts which are actunlly progrens
of those countries, end of those stations, which are foreign to the
Hurgarian people , tut thsy wera broadessts in Hungarisn languags-
Take for instamce, the VOA says explicitly thiat it is the Volce of
America: The only stztion which relays not orly Hungarian lenguage
bradoasts but ectunlly Hunmgarian programs is Radlo Free Burope.
Consequently, KFE hasmich greater possibilities, of which it is not
meking pwod use yet - at least; not muoch. BFE should aspume aven mors
character of belongirmg to tha Fh.mria.n people = it's Hongarian
bradesst, that is to say.

"In fact, I would suggest the followlng: those in chergs should take
into considorat fon whether it would not be much batter for Hungarisn
listeners if the Hungarian desik of the RFE would change at n

sl gnificermt time ~ for instance, on mext Octobdr, the 23rd - to change
its mame from Hadio Fres Burope to Free Kossuth O« This would be

a clear demonstration that this radio identifiss itself with the
ideals of the revolution; besides, tha neme jtself would awve a
treamendovs emotional effect on Hungarians. Thay would fesl it more
their own, Of course, ! could not estimte how much and how favorsbly
the tons the RFE has changed since the revolution. I havs no chance

te listen to the broaadeasts which are related to Hungary, This is

why 1 could not of fer my opinion, but I know that immediately after
the revoluiion, the exmct opposite haprenad what ought 1o have
hoppemsd, ramely: the RFE was overburdened with news of personsl
charactar, messppes sent by individuals which were of course neces sary
ard were certainly apmreciated by the loved ones of thoss individusl:
vho lat them lnow that they looee reachad safety. But these megss es
took a great desl of the time of the radio; on the other hand, it ia
btrus that, and that is what I'm concerned wi th AFS seemed not +to hewe
any message after the revolution. After tha revolution, it was so
embarrassed, I think, bacause of ita former sttacks on Imre Magy, thet
after the revolution it did not even attack Kadar to a sufficient dag ree.
Apparently the pandulum swung too much into opposite dirmction, and vhen
theyreelized they attaked lmre Nsgy too much, they refrel sed from
atlacking even Kadar. I don't know how the RFE operates of now, but
wnen we ware in sunich wa certeinly made it a point to c-iticiza HFE
because of this mhavier.”
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Child rearing and discipline:

Ackad what he thinls are the most importent things & child should
be taught, respondent. answera: |
"This is a very inberesting, but at the sume Lime, a vary complex
question. It is right this question of child rearing and education,
in which Communism lost its fight for the most impertant, end the
dearost of all of its targets-mamely, youth, and by losing youth,
it lost aleve its future,

"I think the most impertant besic ten:%t 1s net to mske any

axceptions whan dealing with youth. During tha Communist ere,
inmmerable exceptions were made. The educstor was forced to carry

out orders sccording to which he had to make a lot of mrocept lona,

Evary tescher was compelled to glassify the pupild and the students
according to certaln categories. Categy A w=3 for ons and daughters

of warkers. Category B. for the sons snd deughters fmx of pesasants.
Category C. for the ohildren of intellectusls, Ca'agory D. for thes
children eof emplovees. Calegory B. comprised ‘he so=called "peast®

into which belonged the indevendent oraftsmen, artisans, msrchants;

end eategory X comprised the so-called class aliens, i{nto which

all children belonged whose porents had more than one employes, or

who owped more land than 30 acres, or whose folks were civil servants
during the Horthy regime. I saw it from thess cetegories..the ins' ruciors,
teachers all, had to prove that students who belonged in categories
&.5%.B were the best studemts in the school, and this was not possiblas
in any other way than by cheating and maldng sxcertionsa, This undus
favoritism was offansive to those who were the victims either victims in
Lhe sctusl senss of the word, or those who ware fevored by this system.
In ths communities of youth, the matural scquence of walues, of human
values develops maturally, and a ong his sesks to repister this
naturally developed order. In brief, I think faveritism has no ovlasze in
raieing children ordeali g with youth in ary way. Another basic ‘enst
is that the law of truth; no one dealing with children must pever lie.
The tasic basic mistake of Communist aducation was Just this - whan
ehildren hesrd in school sbout the constantly arising living standamds;
ebout the wonderful achisvements of Communist construetion of a raw
and great world, and about the heroic deeds of Gommunist noliticians:
when children heard educators s:eak of Hussian troops with preat
admiration, end reptura, the children of course compared sll ‘hase
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thoschings with reslity which they saxperienced themsclves or

of which they heard from their folks ard other acquaintances, among
oldsr peovle. Take, for instence, the horrible experiences psopls

had w th the Hussisn treops inl945. All those experionces proved just
the opoosi'e of what children were taught. OUn such ocessions as Tinding
re:l ity quite different from whet he was taught in schools, the child
realized that he lived in a Comnunity in which lies were =mads legnl,
He had to aay consclously liss, and those lies were legalized by the
fact that he was expected and even foroed to sound those lies, and he
alsc knew that the teacher knew that he was omly lying , and he was also
conscious of the fact that his dassmatea were aware of his lying, and
he real iwed that hhe assignmont he had to perfomm was to do just this,
and his clasamties who refus.d to lie were punished, or vory severely
reprimanded mnd threatened. This dmslity proved in the long rmun
unbesrable to youth. Nor was the legalizstion of lisa just this mere
fact by itsclf bszralls to youth. In addition to thls, youth has

an inbora - 8 matural revolutionary spirit. It has a strong drive for
action - that it is hasthe right to be one or twe steps ahsad of the
other even if thess ons or two steps will prove in the long run not
profitable, or not right at all - and particularly to be ahead a few
steps even thowgh these wteps conflict realistic mssessment of the
pressnt af tuation, Yooth has to have a chance to fesl and to try out
those stene by which it advances. Youth should have the right not to
face everything completely realistically. Uns must not blams and
reprimend youth if it ventures ahead. Youth must not be rebuled bscause
of its wentures in trail-blaving. DEZ,the only ofliciel organization
of the Communist state in Hungary, becams a combletely hollow and gray
dull organization becauvse this di':gulty erganiration - allagedly
indspendent from the Party but actumlly directed bty Party leadership
-bzcame nothing more than the sounding board of deoctrines handed down
from above in Farty leadership and read sloud at DISZ meetings.
deetings of the DUSZ ware mide possible by nothing slso but by *he
trick that dances followed every busimess mesting."

n

To come to the essence of the question I was given as to what youth
should be taught, I may say the following: the essentinl task of tho
schools should be not to give just a conglemoration of sll kinds of
data to ths pupils, but to teach them to think loricelly nnd with self-
discipline. The most compatent and mest e £ficlent for this purpose is
the humanistic type of school, wheres students get acquointed with the
Foundations of human culture uponm which everythi g is tassed and by
going kummggom thousand %imes through the lopical thinking trocasases,
they lsam the actusl working of logicel thinidng; at the same time,
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an imnense imoortence should be given to the development of

character and tmttiochiwskiiyx personslity. The aim of a sbhool

system should by no means be thalermen ideal of & marrow minded

expert - such ane xpert who is complstely familiar with all th: tasks
in his own narromn domain, but is blind to the other great areas of life.
The idesl of education shouldbe a youth whe has the forms of logical
thinking end arriving at conclusions at his finger tips. A ycuth who
darss, snd who 1s ecuipped to breve problems heretofore unimown %o him
axi to have theability to aclve them - that is to say to know the
methods of resea ch very well and has to have the attitudes of liking
research; at the saje time he has to heve allthe character traits
which distinguish him f{rompeople who are not relishle and who tum
against their fellow humen beirgs with hatred and contempt, or with
sinful negligence towards the causes of the commurdty. These are

the criteria which we have to keep in mind whon educating youth, or
for that matter, whea rcaring children.”

Asked howa child should be brought up, respondent answere: "First

of allhe has to be imbued by the desire foar knowledge; secondly, he .
has to reslire that he belonge - that he is part of a Fungarian |
community - toward which he has obligations and dutiss; hs sould fsel

that beyond the commnity of Hungardans he bslongs to a Buropean

comminity and to & world commndty of humapitr., He should fesl znd

realise that he i# an integrel mart of thes: communities; be should

feel that there 15 no contmdiction in being a good Hungerian patriot,

&nd at the sume time a good Buropean. Being an Hungarian and part of

humenity should be a harmonious realiration. A child should be hrought

up to have a well-develop d beckbons and adherence to ppinziples, and

one who is not bent on taking advantape of the monstary omoortunities

but who is led by idesl poals smbosmaddgoaws and who choosss

morally mmobjectionable media to reslizs his goals. Evary chodce

& person should be directed by high idsals, etermsl truths which do

not change and of = hich noone has ever to feel sshamed.”

Asl:d atout how a child should ba disciplined, respondent maa this

to offer:

"Speaking of disciplining youth and how to punish 1%, it is my feeling
that ther: is s tremendous different between lilind discipline and
self-discipline. Hlind discipline is imnosed upon a community from
above; self-diacipline is, at the sams time, <o be somsthing that
everyone imposes upon himsalf and which he gladly, or if not gladly,
certainly, rmdily shoulders and of vhich he is convinced it is
indi=pensable.The matter of punishment is & very deliicate master, indased.
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Fsychologista and educators in general know how many diffsrent

types and degrees of such punishment are in axistence, an immwnse

array indeed which xxrarge from simple conversstions and discussions
through reprimends and on an slmost endless scale. It must be determined
which one is the right way one at a certain given oppertunity, and

under sertain circumstances."

Asked what respondent thinks of physical punishmsnt he answers:
"Phyyeical parishments do not have s place in modamn child roising and
aducation.”

Asked about ths difference in tredtment for boys and girls, respondsnt
ANSWE s 1

"Since I reject sven the idea of physical punishment, I don't know how
Lo make a difference between boyr andgirls in this respect. L don't
want to see physicsl punishment in =ither casze for efther sex. "

Azked about ways of punishing, respondent answapes:

"There are innumerable kinde of punishment that can bs metad out, and
it is pedagogs vho know their way around them. In mractice, warions
Lypes of punishment kind of develop in d!fferent cormunitisa of youth.
I remember well how as a youth we were punisbed by suth punishmants

W ich from the outside didn't aven leok 1ike raal penaliies ut were
very significant to ns."

Asked to offer anexampla, respondent comes up with this one:

"One of the most severe pid well-remembered punishments vas in my 14la
that vhen I was aboy-scout, I wes not sllowed to carry the flag of ths
petrol, for xikix me this was an immenssly serious punishment. An adult
mey amilc at such things, but som bogly in the fisld of edycaticon
certainly would be sware of hov important such things would be for a
youngster. 1 was usually the boy in charge of carTying of tha flag of
the petrol and the period of time Quring which I was barred from it,
#1l1 always be remsbered b y ma."

Asked for ancther example of being punished, respondsnt cemes up with

% storys

"“hen I went toscheol I frequented m school thet was locsted in asuburb,
the high school of Kispest (interviewers' mota: M this interviewer vsva’ly
translates gimnmeium hy high school, bt actually he shoclo translgte

it by saying the ecuivalent of our high zchool end junior collegs). There
it happened that in the firgt four grades of gimnaziom, up to our mpe o
ebout 14, we ocassionally recsived one or two elrap in the face from
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our teachars if we bshaved eapecially bad, but such ocecasaions wers
fery rare- I am referring to myself and to any of my classmates."

Asked who in the fomily ususlly punished children among the pscpla
respondant knew,he answeres

"Spesking of children six years old or older, 1 have to ntats that
it devended entirely upmm which fanily it was. There were fanmilies
in which the mother and othar families 4in which the fathor meted
out punishements; it depended upon the circumstances of the family
which parent de-1lt more with the children.”

Asknd sbout differences acoording to social elagses, rezpondant
pays:

"There were differenres undoubtedly, and diffarences wers ma inly
in the quantity of punishment. It depenied wodargely, rogardless
of social classes, upon which ope of the twvo parents mae more
quick blooded, There were mothers, for instance, who were resdy to
slap children in theface at almost any moment, and there wers also
casss inw hich the childrea for protectlon went te the mother whan
the father wanted to hit them or to spenk them."

Aslced to what age of the children peopla among his acque ntances
respondent knew did they c sase to punish children, he sesy:

"Of course, it was not uniform, but the age 1limit was terhaps somewhers
around the age of 15. In the case of brya, and 4n the caue of girls

it was bbout 13 years or sg."

Asked about differences according to svelal clssses 1n this

conr2etions "Yes, there are difference. Children of workers usually
became mature and conscious of their irdependence earlier than chéldren
of middle~claas familiss. Thus, children of workers are rob -unished
as long ae children of intollectuals. “sinly the fact determines

the difference how long 8 ape rces regularly *o school.”
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Asked about different types of parental punishment, reapondent

Rays i

"Ways and degrees of parentul punishement sre also on a very wide
sckle. Aside fromphysicsl punishments, the knseling of ehildren in
corners 1s quite fraquent, and that has also variations; ‘hey may
kneel on mrn, or just on the plain floor - either milder purishment
i8 just to atand in the cormer. A more saver type is Lo be corfined

“o t e room or to the house, or the refusal of taking a child to soms
place where ha would have liked to go - to & family which he Liked,

or to the movie, or for instamce - it %= slso & punishment that
usually is vary imprassive - to withold a certain food or csrtain type
of drink in which the ¢hild finds particular pleasure - celms, or plen,
“or instsnce. Anothor wariety of punishment is mutting dowvn once or
twice, orevana great meny timee, thet they fesl sorry for having
comitted this or thata ction, and that they promise not te do it any
more. Such inbrisf, are partioularly vsml ponishments ir Hungerian
families.®

Asked sbout technicues of discipline Bfore Commnien, respondant
recrllss

"Ihen we wera children we often recelived hits on our ralms ty aticks
pnd the same is true about receiving hits upon our fingerrails (intar-
viewer's nota: *his interviever used this ferm on one nrevious oecezaion
elradgy, and he oupht to have exolained that it is anly ealled 'hit

on the fingermails'! but actuslly it is a hit more uoon the finger tipm;
chiildren heve to nut together their Pive fingers in & vay thatl tha
finger tipe are on &n even level, and it iz there that the ta cher hnits
with an elastie stick. This interviewer received also quites a few hite
of this sort, and he remembers them azlmoat a2 4f he hsd recelvad tham
last week.) These punishments were given zlmost sxclusively in the
first four grrdes of gride—school only. In thess fiset four Eradet

it also hapoened thet we had to bend down snd ve ware sraried with
sticks. (interviewer's noto: these nticks were emong the "hand tools"
ef most teschers. They bought them wostly in the same stores where they
bought chalk, end other school eouipment. Thay were vary elastic-almoat
unbre keble cene = not hollowm ones, but the type of vhich I don't imo
the name either in Hungarian or English)."In Cimrasium® #s we== no
more snenied in our school, byt there wese several te-chers who
ocassionelly gave us somz more or less sarious slars in *ha frce. Somp
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of our leaciers, particularly one liked very much the kind of
punisnment thati he took a portion of our heir on the twe sides -
that is tossay he took our sideburna and he pulled them upeards .
There wers other punishments, not of physical mture. For instance,
it was a frecuent punishment that the youngstar not sllomd to
participste in esriain extra-curricular activitien. Ae, e was
kicked out from the kiyzx Boy Scouts teoop il he was a vary poor
studant, or ha wvas not allowed te be 2 mesber of the soccor team of
the achool, or not »llowed t~ marticirate regularly in athletics

e activities after school. Still enother kind of punishuent wasthat
mn of written messages which were sent to the parents ani were of very
official character, and which reminded the parsnte that their child
would fluak 4n this subject unless he improved rapidly ond greatly.
Such mesgapes had further condequences in most fanmilies Decpuse
most of the parants took thelr children to task as to why they did
not study well enough mc as nmot to receive such reminders. Such
megsages, indeed, served greatly the purpona to Ikind of Lransfer the
task of retaliation to the parents."

Respondent claims lack of knowledge whan asked what changes this
system of punishments underwent during the Communist repims.

Asked what charmcteristics respondent findsn most valuabia in &
friand, hs snswers:

"As & point of departure, I may mentionm that I have frisnds only
such who have tha criteria which value in thems Ao first semong
these I may mention that I vont to have 2 "common lanpguaze" with
my friends, namaly, I want to see that we msan by the sam phrese
the same thing as 1 do. Of course, we meed not agree om a groat
mary essential points of humsn life, but we need some commen
foundation to be nbhle to diseuss things samd to be able %5 heve
even heated debatss. Ancther point which I require from wy friends,
that at tha same time whan 1 mever give up my frisnds, tey should
have the sams attitude, xkxiomm I may say that my frisadships are
very successful and are very lasting. It i3 my fealing thet wy
friendahips usually protect my Interests battser than I myselfl can
protect them. I have 3 number of wvery zood friemn with vhom I have
been connscled for more than a decads, and it is 2leo mr feeling
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and it may be debated, but I think such friendships are of
particular importance and value to people. I feel it is not
worthy of = human being to live i he does net have true friends.”

Askad sbout changes in Trisndship under Cosmunism, respondent says:
"Friendships in my life, at least, assumed a much greater significance
than before because one needsd people on whon he culd count on any
event, and in Communist times it wes reslly proven that o frisnd in
need is a friend indesd. I am proud of my friends and it belongs to
the greatest sorrows of my 1ife that recemtly I had to wuich 30 many
of tham die = or suffer ths terrible Injuries for ths cause for which
we fought togethers. They are a loss, not only to ms, but to the
Hungarian nation and to bumanity.”

#l




