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Punishment, in gemeral, is abandoned at the age of 16
or 17, but on the other hand, I received a slap from my
father when I was 20 years uid.. I think that termination
of punishment 1s determined by the ehild's ability to
support himself,

I think that Communism affected the frequency of parental
punishment inasmuch as corporal punishment was abolished
in all sohools and this probably caused a decline in
physical punishfment at home, I don't think there
wae any differmnce X under Communism in the kind of
punishment or the age at which 1t was abandoned at home.

Under Commumnism, corporsl punighment was abolished in
our schools., It was replaced by scolding and in more
severe cages, by expulsion.

The characteristics moast valued in a friend are relisbility
and sincerity. A freind must be of the same political
opinion as I,

THE END
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e o CHILD REARING AND DISCIFLINE

A, THE MOST IMPORTANT THING IS REARING CHILDREN is
to give them a religious, moral education. They should
be taught the true meaning of the Ten Commandants and
! taught to observe them. It can be disputed as to whether
the Ten Commandments ere religlous preeepts or moral
. laws, nnvirthnlunu, they contain the essential rules
of humun condwt in soclety.

"’ I think 1t is necessary to discipline children and for
this reassn, it be advisable at times to resort to
physical shmant, but gloal punishment shmld bé
B o with caution and when absolubely necessary.
individual character and personality of the ochild should
be taken into consideration.

I don't think boys and girls should be treated equelly in
questions of dipeipline, I think that mothers betler mdnr
stand daughters.

As the ohlld 8 older and reaches adolescence, and
hig personality and pride developiy it can do much harm
to the ahild to resort %o physical punishment, On the
other hand, the child's sense of reason has developed and
this may be appealed to, instead.

I was fouwrbteen when I ex recelved extremely poor grades
on my report card at the end of the winter semester. I
flunked mathmetiocs. When I got home and showed my report
card to my father, he gave me three slaps/

The case of ochildren six years or older is probably
puniched most frequently by the mother, the father rarely,
but in exceptional cases and he inflicts heavier punishment.

I think that mothers punish children of both sexes, but
fathers punish ohly sons. I think that daughters ten or
older are very rarely punished by the father. I don't know
of any eapes of girls 12 or 13 or older being punished by
the father, I think that, in generalm the nﬂrpml punich®
ment of children is more frequent among simple families of
workers and peasants, but there is no change even in these
families in respeot to which parent administers punishment.

I am not aware of any ochanges concerning whichbarent
punished the child during Communism,

U T

. Corporal punishment i abolished for boys at 14 or 15
and for girls, at 11 or 12, but under any circumstance,
at 13. Girls rarely can get slapped.
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These leaflets served & good purpose: they kept alive
the opposition of the people, They also gave us hope
that there would eventually an end to our prison
terms. We always walted for the next leaflets because
the newspa leaflete whioch I mentioned, were numberd.
We always t a record of issues received and those

st1ll outstaading,

I don't mow 6f any leaflets having been dropped into
Hungary during the revolution,

I think that FEC should continue to drop leaflete be-
cause they serve to strengthen the resistance against
the Commmists, '

I think it must be realized that with the aid of leaflets
and broadesasts, there is no possibility of inciting the
Hungarian people to a new revolution, but these leaflete
ghould e the proper evaluation of the recent 2%ght-
rebellion and they should streéss the fact that the entire
Western world thizes with theim cause. Those at

homa should be ormed that the West has not glven wp
all hope of freeing Huuinry. But the promisen and hopes
stirredy should be realigbic ohes, In & certain sange,
thie 18 pm , but it 18 necessary. The leafletn
should also give advise on how to conduet passive re-~

e istance sgainst the Communists, It would also be very
importent to warn those Communists who are now exeroising
terror over thoge &t home that their day of reckoning mey will
come for them, too. ;

D, The purpose of the Western organizations in broadcasting
news and in sending leaflete is to increase the resistance
of the people behind the iron curtain and to thereby

wealten Soviet Union, I don't lmow of any differences

in the various groups.
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Their hopes and spirites must be kept alive, but not by
promis them future mirscles. It is better to make
the :mgm understand that a politicel change will re-
quire instead of telling them that a political
change can be expected in the very nead future.

When that near future comes and nothing happens, then
the people will not bellieve anything any more.

2 B, I have seen the initlals NEM on leaflets which were

. smuggled 4n to us by eivilian miners who were working
with us at the time when I was in the prison coal mine,
This was at the end of '54 and the beginning of '55.
At that time, I also received a copy of the twelve demands.
This wae at the end of '5i, It listed the 1945 political
demands, These demands were fairly realistioc.

Cy, I do mot remember any Free Europe Press abbreviations
on the leaflets I saw. I remember the NEM leaflets, "Wers
they not $denticalf”

Beside the twelve demands which I have already mentioned
there w leaflets containing cartoons of the Stalin
statue { on Rakesi. In the summer of 1955, we fe-
ceived sev coples, of the publicatien called

Szabad Magyagorsszag. i am not certain about the title.
There were 8 or 9 iessues of this newspaper whioch was
dropped in leaflet form into Hungary.

When these leaflets were smuggled into the priscn labor
camp by the eivillan miners, we always passed them on .
to reliasble friends among the prisoners., These wersa passed
from hand to hand until they were torn and ragged.

I did not hear about any leaflets, but the leaflets

y that were dropped in owr district always came into

5 my possesplion. I was fortunate in working together
with a)Y Social-democratie worker, elderly, who hated
the Coommist regime intensely, He was alwaye willing to
teke the riek of smuggling leaflets and newspapers to
us,

Had we been ceught, the person who had supplied us would
have been imprisoned and disciplinary punlahment for us.
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These broadossts contained mush propaganda which was
probably more effectlve than might have been suspected,
At leant, this is what the Hungarian revolution indleates,
But this does not mean that the ian revolution was
direotly ocaused by foreign braocdaasts, It was only a
contributing faotor,

I think that the most reliable and the least blaped
were the EBC programs., Then ranks Paris Radio., I am
unable to give my opinion of the present broadoasts
because I am unable to listen to them,

I praferred the HBC programs for their reliabllity, and
the Free Europe programs for the commentaries on the news.
My impression of the RFE pr 8 was that the RFE naws
items were not always reliable, but that the explanations
of the political situation g and events abroad and in
Hungary in the form of commentaries was excellent. I
formed my opinion of the aceuracy of f{vreign broadcasts
by lis to peveral broadoasts and comparing them
with eash other and with the materlal published in the
Hungarian prese or in the broadessgts of the H ian
radlio. I was able to cheok evants pocwrring inside

Hungary personally.

With the &xoception of RFE, all foreign statione were
very resatrained during the revolution. RFE was very
propagandistic. I, ogself, was unable to listen to
broadoasts du the revolution because I had no
time for 4t. 1 formed my opinion on what I heard
from others.

Sometimes RFE was too optimistie and was inelined to
ereate false hopes. This was best expreesed by one of
my friends before the revohution. He told me, "In the
evening, I listen to RFE; in the morning I get up
and am angry that the Americans are gtill not herel"

I think that RFE should continue its broadcasts indo
Hungary, but the programs must be revised, I donft lmow
what the present Frugrﬂmming 18 beoaspue, since my arrival
in the U,8., I haven't had the opportunity to listen

to RFE programe, therefore when I say that the progrmme
must be revised, I keep in mind the pre-revolutlon programs
and those during that period, RFE must give rellable news
service, And realistie evalustion of events at home and
their outlooks. In this way, people at home will not be

discouraged and disillusioned,
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XIX, AUDIENCE REACTION TO RADIO AND LEAFLETS

A, TUntil my errest in 1951, I listened regulfrly to
foreign radio broadeasts., Until the spring of 1956, I
waes-uwnable to listen to broadecasts myself because T was in
;ii!iﬂ. prison, but I listened to broadcasts re Ly

or the three mohths before the revolution when I was a

free man.,

I listened to almost 2ll forelgp stations, Receptlion was
best for BBC ian braadeasts, then for the VOA, the
Radlo Paris and last, I only iistened to the Hungarian
language broadeasts. Sometimes to the French language
broadsasts, I listened regularly from 7 til 10 every night.
What I heard, I mlways discussed the next day in the mine
with my friends. .

I listened to these broadeasts over my father's radio in
his company and on very rare occasgsions, we would have one
or twolfriends, We did not lock the door, but we were
careful, We did not tune in too loudly and for any sign
of anyone appraoching, we dialed to another station,

I recelved verbal accounte of the foreign radlo broadcasts
while I was working in the prison c¢oal mine, from 18953

til 1956, I was on good terms with soma of the oévilisn
workers. They ly reported to me what was belng
broadcast over fomelgn radio,

It was not a oriminal offense to listen o the forelgn
radlio, but 1t was a punisheable orime of inoiting agalinst
democracy and the people's government, if someone told
another about what he heoard over the furnign.raﬂin. Such
erimes were punishable up to three years of imprisonment.

I don't think that this- danger deterred anyons from
1listbning to these broadcasts. Until 1548, it was not
prohibited nor dangerous to listen to forelgn broadcastes.
At the height of the Communist terror im H , in 1950
and 1951, and 1952, foreign radio asesesunts- listening
was very severely punished, After 1953, these "orimes"
were not taken so seriously,

The foreign broadcasts served to keep allve the apirit
of resigtance in the peopls behind the iron curtaln,
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I would insist that they learn to speak and write Hungarian.
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a large number of dissatlisfied Hungarians living in refugee
campe must be countered,

I think that the primary task of all Hyngarians exiles is

to find jobs and support themselves &nd =ae save money for

the time when they oan rétwm to « The present exiles

would be able to form the core of a democratic socisty in

a free Hungary, They are now attending an excellent schoold
. in democracy.

) I am already a member of the Hungarian Freedom Fighters"

; Federation headed by General Bela Kiraly. The purposs of
this organization is to uwnite all es and freedom
fighters. It includes, not only FF, but all Hungarianaz in
ax who are of democratic leanings, We do not want Hungerian
Fascists or Coommists Bo be members of this organization.

Bafore 1548, X thigzed with the Hungarlan Speial-Democratic
Plrtq « I do not Imow anything about the Hungalan tical
padtties in exile. I think that there are no political parties
here in » only exile politicians. I sympathize with

all political parties which were participating mé- 4in the
wm eoalition with the exeeption of the Commmist

I loiew about the revival of the Hungarian politiocal parties

at ¥ home during the revolution. I also took part in this.

For example, I gave baok to the Small-holders Party, the

premises which had baen talten away from thep by the Communists

fo be used for student homes and day nweseriles, I approved

of the asativites of the demooratic parties in Hungary during

the revolution. The demoeratic political anarchy which existed

for a time must not be maintained permanently. It was necessary
" to provide the proper framework whixh represented the millions
of Hungarian worlkers and which could later talte over the
government.

I don't think that the Hungarians in eéxile should have returned
during the revolution. They should have returned only after
order had been restared in Hunpary. But the politicans in
exile must realize that in the meantime, the new germration
had grown up at home which also demands partiopation in
political activities.

E. I intend to return o Hungary as soon as she is liberated.
In the meanwhile, should I have children born here im the U.S.,
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Contrary to general belief, Otto von Hapsburg has no
ambitions for regianing the Hungarien throne, He 18 &
RepBblican who has a very good Hungarian education, He
speaks excellent Hungarian.

Governor Horthy died recaently 1ln Fort » He lived com-
pletely withdrawn from the political fleld, It cannot be
doubted that he meant well and that his intentlons were good,

It 12 my impression that the Hungarian politiciens in esxlle
did not do enough for Hungary. I suspect that ¢ made a
profession out of being exlile politiscians and thelr primary
concern was to make a living.

At home, I was unable to see the possibilities which stood
before thl exlle politicians.Hare in the U.S,, I must
aclnowledge with regret that there is not much the exile
politicians and the exile political erganizations can do

for Hungary,

During the revolution, I thought thatjithe Hungarian National
Coumeil would attampt to induce official cireles here In the
V.8, and in other Western Ewropean nations to interfere in
thd Hungarisn situation on behalf of the eivilian population
at home which was being slaugthersd by the Russians,

C. I have met several Hungeriasns who fled to the Wes® in
1945 and later returned. Most of them returned because of
homesiokness and heoause they had left families at home.
Without exception, they regretted having returned.

were unfortunate people who realized that the time gy

of their return was the time et which they gave up &
comparatively much better life than they would lead in

Hungery .

The puwrpose of the Communist re-defection campalgn was

%0 have all Hyngarians &t home, It also had its propagenda
value, but I think that, by and large, thiz campalpgn wap
unsuccessful ,

D, The people at home want to establish closer contact
with the refugees, they want to know what ciroumstances
the refugees are ii?ing under. The people at home shmld
be told that the refugees are living a free life and are
gatisifed dith thelr lots. Communist propaganda conoeIming
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Bokhardt Tibor 18 a very talsnted Hungarian politieian who |
opposed the Nezis and fled from Hungary in 1641,

Paul Auer was a mamber of the Hungarian small holders Party
and later became the Hungarian minigter to France,

Imre Kovaos is & peasant Party writer who fled from Hungary
. in 1947, He uwrote several bookse in exile,

Imro Selig 48 a Social Demberatitd Party leader now residing
: in London,

Charles Powell was the best lmown Spcisl Democratioc leader
who died resently,

ifiklos Kallai was the_Prime Minister of Hungery until

Maroh 1944 when the Germans over ran our country. He sought
refuge in the Turkish®legation bul in Budapest. Later

he was d ted and agter thé war, went to Italy. He 1B -
now here the U.3, and 15 a member of the Hungarian National
gptndel,

Zoltan Pleiffer was originally a Small-holder Parliament
member who later formed hig owm oppopition mli; was
ahtisferman and is anti-Communist. At present, 48 the
aditor-in-chief od the Hungarian People!s Volce, a nawspaper
published here in the U,3,

Istvan Baronkovics wag the editor of the Magyar Nemzet at
home. He was gnti-lazi and ig anti~Communist, He fled from

Hyngary in 1947.

Kozi-Horvath is a brave, outspoleen priest who opposed both
O rmans and Communlsts, He was forced to flae from Hungary.

» General Zakov was a Fasclst army officer in the Horthy ermy
who later was promoted to the rank of Major-Jeneral by the
Hungarian Fascists leadery, Ssalasi. He organized a fraternity
of Hungarian armmy pfftcers in Austrighnd Germany, but the real
purpose of the organization which was called MHVK was to
conduct egpionage for the American intelligence. He sacri-
ficed many young Hungarian refugees.for material gain,

General Ferenc Farkas was at one time, the -!m of the
Hungarian boy scouts. He was a ganarai in the Horthy army.
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The elder people,the Hungarian peasants,and people whe have
ghme property in Hungry would all msaminy remain,

B, While I was still in Hugey I heard about the Hungarilan }
National Committee and sbout some of its membars, Even the |
Hungarisn Commmiet newspapers reported on thmm,but always

4in a malicious tone.At kmmm home,I somehow axpeoted tham

to do much more for Hungary than they were able to accomplieh,

. (Respondent is reluctant to answer questions oone his

) ocontact with Wﬂ: political organizat |
%gﬂ?mﬂ ticiane sinoe his errival in the Uhited
- E'.

In we haard that the Hungardan lational Counoil
consiptes of the Bemocratic politicians in exile who left
Hungary in 1046 and 1947. All Humgarlan democratio partien
are represented in the National Council. The se of the
Netédonal Cowwoil 1s to pepresent the free Hungar .

o o aitiec] A A i want iAok |
Hungerian army ers v to ‘Wese . |
On paper it is a fraternal organization,but its trus purpose

15 to copduct espionage for the United STatee, Its leader

is the Iumgarian faecist Seneral Zako, This organization

has sentmumerous Hungarian young refugees baack to Hungary |
and gubpequently either to prison or the gallows. |

I heard about the Christian Democratic Union at home in
. It maintains ocontact with the Christian SoclAlipt

parties of OGlemiwwmer-end _Adensuer gnd de Gasperri.

T heard that the Intermatibonal Peasant Union is & union of
all peapant ties in exile. It i3 headed by the one-time
Poligh orime-ninister Miicolajeszyl.

: The ﬂatu Hotar is a Hungerian Democratlc newspaper published
5 in Germany. The Hungerian Communist newspapers at home re- sus-
{purnt it very much, but were forced to admit that its literary

evel was high.

I Imew that Father Bela Varga wae the chairmen of the Hungarian
Hational Coumeil. I knew him at home Iin Hungary. He wae &
very good friend of my fadher.

About Faerenc Nagy. we knew at home that he purchased a farm
herein the U,S, and he 1s now farming.
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XVIII . OEXNERES ATTITUDES TOWARD EXILES AND EXTLE ACTIVITIES

A, The refugees who laft Hungary durdng and after the revolution
were mtiimm people who toolk active part In the demonstrations
and the fighting,the political priscners who feared they would
be talken back to prison if' the revolution was surpressed,a
cangiderable number of people who,for economic reasons,wanted
to leave Hungary to start life anow under more mmuia
conditiona,and a number of guns paople who willingly left
Hungary to seek adventure. The majority of the refugees are
young people between 16 and 25 years old. I think more men
than women came out of Hungary. The majority of the refugees
coma from the distriots bordering Austria and from Budapest.

Fractically all peasants stayed at home, They were unwilling
to leave ir meagre pogsessions, Other remained for
by reapons,because they had young dren or old parents
thoy not want to leave behind. Other peopla |
Wﬂ.ﬂ they had real estate or .:HWE'-}
whioch did not wish to leave behind. BSe people -
who had nothing to fear from retaliations and whose livelf-
codgwere insured to a certain extent remained in Hungary.
Many renmained because they feared thet they would be un-
able to start 1ife answ outside Hungary snd feared that
they would be homsslolc,

Having some idea of what i3 now going on in Iungary,I have
only plty for those who remained at home.

There were people who probably could have lelt Hungary
during and aftes the revolution,but remained refused to
do o, It must be rememberad that,with the exceptlon of
* a few days whon the Russians mnbmSriumiapmmios withdrew
their troops {rom Budapest,the Hungarian border to Austria |
g:ﬂ ‘b:ﬁmt tgmrdad. sy people feared rumning the rdieic
oa .

I think the people at home are glad that at least we are
gafe and are kaxtar living under better conditona than
at home, The saner and more intelligent elements reallze |
we will be geperated for a considerable for-a conslderable- |
length of time,

If everyone sere allowed to leave Hungary,I think 2/3 of
the present number of peppla at home would still remain.
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Krmuschev 18 a fanaticdl Commmunsit who oraves power, He 1s
a Russian chauvinist.

Molotov 1s the moet talented and,at the same time,the most
narrory minded Communist in the politbureau.

Olenhauer is a talented politiclan,the leader of the Socilal-
Demoorat party in West Germany.

Churohill is the greatent statesman of owr century.It is a
pity that he was not president of the United tes during
World War II, fimwisixim Could he have been in Roosevelt'se

piece,I think there would be considerally less trouble to~
day in the world.
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namaly to cheok the decline of a world power, Even Chwrehill
could have done nothing in Eden's place,

Pregident TRumen continued Roosevelt's policy, He should
have been more {irm toward the Russians,

Mikoyan is & Stalinist within the politburean/

Neloa 12 an internationalist who severed relatlons with the
Eritish,but is also afraid of the Russlans.

Genaralissimo Chiang kei Chek caused the Hormiénization of
China by falling to introduce urgent social reforms in time,

Fereno llegy was one of the leaders of the Hungerian Small
Holdérs party whiech attained an overyhelming majority at®
the Bungarian eleotione, Ho committed many mistales

He wae too otutious,mmdxsggora to0 opportmmistic,and afraid
of the Communists, fe did not malos use af the avallable
possibilities. It 1s true,however,that he was in a vary .
diffieult eituation, That thinge bad devalpped so far in
such a dhiort time in Hungery/ oan be attributed to Farenc
lagy's tdmedi: timid and eonciliatray pollcies.

Pregident Rposavelt 16 the cause of all the political troubles
in thé world t4day. He migjudged the Rusglans entirely.

is the
Chancellor ffssimmese Adenhausr/m Christian-Demoorat leader
of Weet CGarmany,.His policy is very wige and cautious.

He does not wigh to sac ice the German people for foreimn
interests.

Stalin was a diotator who ruthlessly liquidated his political

rivals and hundreds of thousands of people who opposed him.
He had no consclence, It carmot be deniefl that he dewaloped

Soviet forelgn powar to such & gogree whihh has been unegualied
in the history of Rusgla,

Malenlroy was Stalin's secretary for a 1 time . He 18 talented
and probebly the leaat fanatical member the politbureau)

Ganeralissimo Franco had certain merits in as nuch as he
saved Spain from the Communista.

G.Beven 1s one of the leadeors of the BEritish ILeabor Party.
Eﬂhﬁnama itutitwactwmd entirely disillusioned wlth the
B B.
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XVIX, ENOWLEDGE OF AND ATTITUDES TOWARD SELECTED FERSONALITIES

A.I don't think there is either at home or outeplde
of Hungary I could term as the greatest living Hungarian,
Thie 1s the very edy of the 1956 Hungarian

revolution, Namely,it did not have any such oubptanding
leaders as Kossuth in 1848,

B. By November 1 Imre Nagy was not a Communist., He wvas.an
honeet patriot, The real Tm-m:l.n:l.ntﬂ B Hwa.rr.
I am afraid that the Commmists hang him,

Cardinal enty 4is a @iffiocult problem. I do not oonsider

him the so ian leader as 1are%ardadgmmny
here is the West. He 1s primarily a priest,and not a poli-
- tician. His last speech mas very prudent and moderate. His
purpbéses are honegt and desirable from the natienal peint
of view. As an iddivideal X respect him very msh, is &
loyal son of HUngary. Through his sufferinge he has %ocused
publie ettention on Humga:ry.

Lagle Rajk 48 the originator of the AVH, It is an Lrony of
fate that he was destroyed his own creation, He 48 &
viotim of Rakosifs struggle for power.

ERno Gero is a fanatical Comménist of the mest ous
. Ha 18 capable of amything. Of all Communiet leaders,
I hate him the most.

One hears very contradicting thinge about Kadar. I think he
muet be a very luke-warm Cormunist, He wes a political
oppohant of Rakosi, I don't think he is very talented.I

am most certaln that he is acting under eompulsion.

President Elgenhower is probably competing for the Nobel
Peaoe prize. Fe may be a very good milltary leader,but
he is nof statesman,

Becretary Genaeral Hammarselkjold is a bureancra%. All his
actions reflect the fasct that the Soviet Union and hils
country are neighbors.

I have a very poor opinion of State Becretary Dulles.
Prime liynister Eden tried to continue Churchill's worlk,
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it wanted to stop Soviet expension in ASia. $hh This was
the mikXa only honest and prudent move of the United Si.ates
in f'oreign afifairs for a vary long time,

J., In my éphnion the UNited NAtions 1is superfluous. The
aims and purpose of the W, are praisewortihy,but as long
g8 such countries as the Soviet on are mambere of thias
mrlm 1;1 ua:?:t wurkﬂfuut in 3 tice for poly

onal disputes. ully. very much re on
the benioaupt lLeague of m :

During those five or six days in whieh the Russlans were not
in Budapest,the United latisns should have sent observors
and even pniiua troope to Budapest, In that ocase,I do not
think that the Russians would have dared to return to the
city. I still am wnabdle to wnmderstand why SEcretary-Ommeral
Eaﬁ-frnkjold did not personally go to Budapsst at that

I don't think therd 1s any change of effeative Uhited Nations
adtion in favor or behalf of Hyngary in She near future.
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not recognige the Kadar regime. This ie of no great political
sgenificance,but it meamn much morally, It is necessary to
maintain very formal diplomatic relations in order to have a
1istening post to what 1s going on in Hyngary. The United
8Tates should have no economio and oultwral relations with

the present Hungarian government.

My views on what U,S8. foreign policy should be have not
changed mma much gince my gr2ival in the United STates. The
. Uhited States govermment should endeavor to press Nasser oubd
of t and the Russians out of the satellite countries.
U,8. foreign poliey should be firm, Suoh lulke-ywarm attitudes
toward the Soviet on can lead to no resulte. The Soviet
Uhion hae Trespeot for only one thing,and that is s

strength,

I think that people at home would welcome Wastern visiters,
This would give them a ochance to explain to Western visitors
what Communimm 4 1ike in practice, It would be extremely
degirable to have newspaper men come to Hungary because they
eould help form public opinion here,,

If going to HyngAry,Western visitors should be briefed in
Humgarian history and Hungardian conditions before &nd during
the war. They should be told to make their own comparisons.
They should be warmed not to form their opinionz on the
PotJomlcin scenary shown- to them by the Hyngarian government.

The people at home would lile yvery much o have acoess to
Westeam publications. During the past ten years Hungary hes
been completely cut off from the Vest. The sup: people at home
know very lijtle sbout oultural and political developments
outside of o But,I do not imow of any way of getting
these publicHtions to them. Perhaps,the Weatern 1? ion in

" Budapest may find some way of distributing publications.

It would be desirable to have recent Hungarian refugees
eonnécted with such activities so people at home could
see that Shwoeenrdwrxzichuze we have not forgotten about

then,

The ;n-marirﬁémpaaa of the Marshall Pian in 1948 was to aid

the reoons tion of the Western Ewropean countries. The

ggumdary purpoge of this Plan was to galin political in-
uence.,

Teh United S'ates got involved in the Korean War because

— | ., — S i i i =
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. At home I thought that Germary had bean reaymed to a great
extent, I was surprised to learn alfter leaving that

in all Western Germany has only 96,000 people armed. I was
astonished that Western Ewrdpe was exposed to Soviet nmmam
papetration,.to such an extent, Now,I begin to understand
why we did mt not received Wostern military ald at the time
owr revolution,

m opinion, the West German armed foroes are weaker than
armed forces than elther t Britain or Brance. I think
length of compulsory mili pexrvice in Went Germany is
ane yesx or eightéen months. Under all cireumetances,it
g shorter than the of military service in Hpngary.

I shared the general miew in Hungary that the German occupation
foroes were less unpopular sl than the Soviet ococupation troops,
It cannot be denled that the Cerman officers end men were better
diseiplined than thelr Sotlset counterparis. _

G. I think that the British Labor Party reprepsents eonsiderable
politcial force in Britain.Their polieles are most likely to
be followed in entire Euwrops., The British lLabor Party should be

gggh' &

=
&

congidered as an @ to the Worker Parties in Eastern Europe,
é think that British Labor Party ie very strongly opposed to
ommund.em,

From among the countries mentioned I think that West Germany
has the highest standard &f living with Great Britain second,
then Italy,Oreeae,the Soviet Unlon,and Egypt last.

H, Before my arrival in the United S%ates I had a very good

1idea of what conditdons to expect here, I heard much of the

United States over the radio and I road much. I oame hera,not

a8 I would have arrived for example in Hmwail,but upon my

arrival I was astonished how little tje United States public
: knew about world affairsy,ahd at their lack of interest.

They are mg unable to miina that Coomuniett is a threat to

them as ?mll.

The United States! wmmmaitsy foreign policy 18 very unsatis-
factory. I donit believe that diplomaticd experts are charting
the course of U.S5. Foreign policy.

I don't think that the United States govarnment should give
economic 2id to any Eastern Eurdpesn country. By doing so,
it would only strengthen the Soviet Union economiscally.

With respect to Hyngary,the United StUates governmenl should

— = —
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relations with the Soviet Union in 1948,his wlarity was
again on the rige at home. At present,l th that at homey
Tito's foreign policy is popular,but_his internal policy
is not, Perhaps ,the Yugoslav youth the only one whieh
who are enthusiastic about Tito.

I think hhat evonomlc conditions and the standard of living
in Yugoslavia are worse than in Hungary,. By this I mean
the pre-revolutionary Hungary. hganlavh was 80 baclaard
v and so neglected that & few million dollars of American
aid are wnable to mmismeximez raise har to the economic
lovel of either Hungary or Western m&sw 1:;?
opinion on porsonal experiences
o3 and 19%. I have also had friends and relatives who
were in Yugoslavia,

E. The Communist rise to mm power in China can be attrlbuted
to impmudent United States forelgn polioy, Another contrihuting
factor was General Chian-kel Shek'e fallure to introduce

gocial refomrms. .

I
China may msmmmrcx be ocoupying a special position among the
Soviet satellites because of her size and importance.

(o

Gandhi very prudently achisved independence for India. I do
not think t velations between @reat Britain and India
are too friendly. The ligh are not popular in Ingdia
because of their long cbBlonial rule,

The Suez orisis brolke out &t & time which was very inopportune
for Hungary, I don't think Eagt was entirely right in
nationalizing the Suez Canel, But,neither were the French and

Britieh Justified in invading Egypt. But,once they did so they
ghould have continued despite United States protests and should
" have drivan Nasser awayf accompliching thereby a falt acoompli.

The Ieraell invasion of Egjypt can be attridbuted to Isradll-
Arab disputes.

The lmmediate result of the Suez crisls was that 1t distracted
publlie attention from events in Hungary.

F.I think that after the United Statea the West Germany
standard of living is the highest in the world,

I don't think the flermans want another world war. They have
lost too much in the last two world wars.

S e o S
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hear anything about this,

I would nbt have erred the Hungarian revolution to Zxice
have taken the Polish course. Poland achieved nothing,not
even & moral victory which Hungary wnquestionably soored
against the Soviet Uniocn.

D, Tito in Yugoslavia did have a considerable effect on the
other Eastern : patellites . Tito's suscess in achlev-
ing indepandence dd liyseow helped to him bolster oppositon
within the Sswitwt Commmist Party,it gave rise to national
Commmistic tendancies among the Commmist PArty leaders,
The oppressed pesople in the other satellite cownftries

ﬂﬂ!ﬁiﬂﬂlﬂ & Tito type Mational Communism the leseer of two
aviis,

lational Communism,in my opinion,is fiotion. It can exist
only tamporarily as a transit to democracy. In case of a
dispute between East and West,I cannot imagine the National
Commmists to take any im other side than the Smsomchmisi:
¥atis International Communists.

Tite's relation with the Soviet Uhion shows a constant
ﬂmmtim gince 1048, Mopcow's relatien with Tito Rlways
d s the current relation between the other Eastern

Buropean satellites and Yugoslavia,

Dining the Hungarian revolution,Tito seemed to be gympathizing
with the Humgarian Freedom Fighters,and because of this Tito
raecfived sharp rebultes from Hosecow.

My opinion of Marshall Tito is that he 18 a vazg plkkillful
statesman who talkes considerable advantages of the differences
between Ezg8t and fst.

I think that the Commmist Parties of Eastern Europe would
1ike very much to follow Tito's example. They carmot do this
because of the vigorous control excercised over tham by the
Moscow politbubeau, '

Tito was very popular in Iugnalum in 1945 and'46, His
popularity can be atidributed to his herole struggles againat
the Cermans. Mainly,the Yugoslavs are very nationalistlc.
But,after the war,when Tito was on good terms with the Soviet
Union,his popularity at bome gradually declined,because of
his relaticons with the Boviet, When he broke off friendly
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. top Communists in the Soviet Union and those in Hungary,is
that those in the Soviet Union have more power.

B. From among the countries listed,the most popular is Peland

e e e
«» The Bec in p ity w B

because of distant but friendly relathon uhz

the two coumtries before the war, The least popular would

be the Czechoslovalria and Rumania bdecause of the territorial

disputes and becauss of their condust toward the Hungarian

minorities bafore and durdlng the wax. /

If free edeotions were to be held in these countriep,a
bourgeols demooratic government would come to puw -
where/ The €n Communists would remain in minority every-
where,even Czechoslovalcla where they received 35§ of the
populer vote in 1946.

I think that the standard of living is the highest in
Czechoslovakia with Esst Germany second. It is prodably
the lowest in Rumania with Bulgaria second lowest..

C. In 1956 the Gomullka govermment in Poland attempted to
attain a certain degree of indépendence,but,within the
rmpipting political and social framework, Since then, tha
achievements of the Comulla government have been retracted
to a conciderable extent.

In principle,I would approve of the policy of gradunlism
but, it na:ma% be applied againet Communism. Commimism 15
dictatorship and cannot be granted concesSslons. :

Conditions in Poland will lapse back to where they had been
before the Gomulla government.For a time it secmed that the
Polish people had achieved some independence and freedom,but
everything is going back to where 1t had been before.

Events in Poland and Hungary had 2 mutual influence on each
other but only to a certain degree. The true state of affairs
before Comullka in Poland were not lnown to the Hungarian
people. They recelved some information of this,but only

thru Wastern radio broadeaste. I am convinced that the
Hungarian revolution would have broken out sven without
Poznan and Gomulka.

I do not lmow whather or not Polish peopla have attalned

a certain degree of independence even before Gomulka's
rise to power. At that time Y was in prison and did not

. S e e S i i i o .
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XVI.EVENTS OUTSIDE HUNGARY

is

A, I don't think there/mem much chance of internal changes
within the Soviet Union, The Soviet Union is a totalitarian
government which can afford to make no coneeassions, The out-
break of a revolution within the Soviet Union is very wmlikely.
They now have had Communism for over fourty vears, The present
g‘mmmtim had grown up in Commmilsm and has no first-hand

ledge of how othar peopls are 14 « Only reliable
Commmiste are alloewed to leave the Suvviet Unlon and also
anotars and artists, All such people have umrativaga much
better life within the Soviet Union and a @ in
Commmist system would terminate thelr privelsped.positions,

I don't think that the Soviet people are very satisfied with
Commfmiem,but they realigze that the Communist rule in the
Soviaet Unien has achieved significance in world affairs.Under
Commmiem, the Svbiet Union and Russiay have become & preat
power,far greabter than it has ever been before. This appeals
to Russian patriotism even if they oppose Communism ags an
economle and political system.

But,I have never been in the fuma Soviet Union and do not
have a first hand account of mbomepimchhtsioctheesy how
people think there, But,it is my impresgion that all pesople
react similarly to political oppression, In this reppect, the
Russians are no exceptions,

If free eleations were to be held in the Soviet Unlon,a party
would coma to power whic promises mare freedom
and nore self-government to Russians,.But, they have become
o ugsed to the Commmilsts form of government and Commmist
institutions, that it 1s hard for them to imagine enything
else. It would be 2 immx long time before the Soviet Union
would be able to change its political system.

If electione were held in the Soveit Union,probbbly some
1iberal Soclal-Dgmocratic party,for instance,lilke the
Kerensky party had been,would come to rule.

Some of the top leaders of the Soviet Commméad Party may
be Commmists by convictlion,maniacs who are convinced that
thelrs 1s the right way, They are very narrow minded people,
but, the mejority of the top Commmnist leaders in the Soviet
Union are careerists who crave power,and are motiveted by
the advantages which thelr position inauraﬂ them.This 1is
material more than horal. The only difference between the
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to be extremely careful to avold observation by the large
number of stool-pigaons the priescners. I we were
caught i1t meant the dark-oell or striet solitary cénfine-
ment with no food. It also meant that we were taken from
our place of work to a disciplinary prison,for example,
the prison in Marianostra. If the prison guards found a

newspaper in the pespession of B prischer,and he was un-
willing to tell from whom he %?: he nuuﬂpa.par,the guarda
would very often beat and tor

F.(Not applicable beoause respondent was in prison and had

been freed only immediately before the revolution)

i e . S ——



T T AP M. MEGTS s es YT [ e e e

361
b, 507X¥

XV, THE FORFATION OF FUBLIC OPINION

A, I did ot hear about Kruachev's seuret spesch at the
20th congrese of the Communist Party,because at tthat time
I was in prison,

tocording tc Soviet propaganda snd ths Communlst press in
Eungnri Senator MeCarthy ard his House Un-fmericaen fctivitdes
mit i’aa were conducting polivlesl witoh-
hunting in the Unlted States. If smomeore is strongly against
Communism, thet in itsell does nnt necessarily meen that the
porgon is a sympethotlioc one, My impression was that Senater
MeCarthy 1s inclined towsrd extremes. If,however,he was
hunting for resl Commnists,then I sympathise with him,

In prison I heard sbout the f£gll of Peron in Argentinag. I
do mwot know anythinz else gbout this,

Before the revolution I did mot haar mumch about the private |
1ife of Rakosi, I heesrd thet alledgedly he had homoseXual |
inslinationyg. :

I

B, Bafore end during the wer,my fether subscribed to the
"Mpgyar Nemzet" and to the "Mal Hep". I do mot remember the
names of the magazines we had st home, My father read mueh,
not ornly Hungarien suthors,but elso translations of many
Weatern suthors, He hed & good command of the German language
end read meny German books in the originel text,

From 1946 until 1948 I resd all the Hungarlen dally newspspars,
From 1948 until 1951, the time of my arrest,I preferred the
er Nemzet". In prison it wes impossible tc get newspapers,

: From Magust 1953 until the time of my release in 1956 I worked
in a prison coal mina, Here we were allowed to purchesse Hungsrian
Commnists books and the Hungarien translations of Soviet novels,

. Put,we wore not allowed to read newspapers.

C., In thd prison coal minas we received newe about the out-
slde werld mostly thru word of mouth. Some of the civilian
miners who worked wihh us alwaye %old us about foreign radic
broadocaste and Hungerilan newspaper artivles. We had them
organized to take notes of various forelgn broadecasts.Some-
timees they ever risked bringing us Hungarian newsppers,
especially the "Szabad Nep". We had to be extremely carsful
not to be overheard, The miners would tell the news to only
cne person at & time in whom they had confldence, We prisoners
would exchange news,but only among reliabel friends. We had
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of the populetion in Yugoslavias hed transplanted the Hungerdian
minorities from all the Hungarian-Yugoslav border reglons,

The Commmaist dootrines of complete nationsl eguallty have
bsen favorable for the Hungerisn minoritiea in the bordering
countries. At the present,l em not worried about ths fate of
the Hungarien minorities in the other satellite countries,
wlith the exception that thay too are under Communists rule,

I don't think much can be dore about t erritorial demands

and the fate of the Hungerlen minorlitliesa at present, The
Soviet Union dosa not wish any territorial changes,and

the Weat is reluctant to interfere in such pmoblems, DBut,

when ths present #ilferences are settled(thlfs will take

nlace after Commmuniam is dafeated) then, the reorgenizatilon

of Europse will insure Hungery a fevorable position politically
becausae of Hungery's eentrel geographical locatlon,



36-M
t. L8/XIv

iiagdﬂm.ﬁT al though 1t does fot guarantee a high stenderd of
Ving.

I would not be in Tavor of outlewlng the Comminist Farty in
an independent Hungery. The Hungarisn masses hag:cbeen com=-
pletely cured of Communism. Sut,I would tolerate the exlst-
ance a Communiast Party only if it accepps the principles
of parliamentary govermment,

C., A atrict peutrality like that of elther AMustrlas or
Switzerland would be the most 1deel for Hy arg. Hungagi
should maintein neighborly relations with & oviet Union,
These relations should be sconmomic,diplomatie,and cultural.
Thax® Hungary should heve no militery alliances or reletlons
Wi th either Soviet Union orwith wny other country,

The nnl¥ military pecta which Hunpery should sign would be
pacte of ron-agression,

Hungary should maintein good relations with all reighboring
countries,but firsat the territorisl dlsputes with Yugoslavia
and Czechoslovekia xhaomif and Sumsnla should be settled, OF
the meighboring countries I like Czechoslovaekis the leest of
all, Mesaryk was the immdeiate cemuse of the outiresk of World
War II., Hed he been less chsuvinistic and had not desired
territory which was inhablied hg'ﬁanplu other than Ogechs and
Slovaks, thore would have been no World War 11,

Hungery should mailntain the closest possible relaetlons with
the other Western BEuropean countries and with the United
States. Hungary's neutrallty,howsver,should exelude amy
military pects other than peets of mon-sgression.

I hed first heerd about a plen for Damibian Confederation

in the writings of Kossuth ,S5ush plens are not very populser

at home. Parhaps such g federetlon could have been possible
100 years spgo,but not today. Navertheless,il such a federation
should be formed,I would like it to be only with Austis and
Yugoslavis, I think thaet at home a plan for a Unlted States

of Burope 1s much mors populer then plans for a Damublan
federation,

T do not find Mungary's present boundarles acceptable, On ths
basls of gelf-determinetion the mimorities in ths disputed
territories should decide by pleblscite where they want to
bedong., On the besis of such a pleblacite,Hungary would re-
zaln her territories from Rumanla end Czechoslovakla,butb
probably not from Yugoslevia. A 2xam forced InNEK migration
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V. SOCIAL,POLITICAL,AND HECONOMIC IDEOLOGY

B, Hungary should remain strietly an agricultural sountry
with intensive sgriculture, Hungarian light industry should
be devoloped,but our haavi industry is not able to compete
with the Weat or even with the Bal]ri% ) lﬁgm ahould 1ot
zrow wheat,but frults,vegetebles ard By erops which
wonld provide émploymernt for Iu 's agriculture labor
surplus, In an independeont H’m.t:ngng:.j would not be in favor
of unlimited private cwunarship, lerge national erterprises
should remalin in stats ownership,The middle-sized national
anterprises should be muEkmza restored to thelr original
OWNeTrs.,

The satate farma should be meintained by the govermment as
model agricultural farma. But,if the state farme were formed
by corfiscabing the egricultural estates of others,then these
large estates should be divided in course off land reforma,
unless the large scanle investments made by the state on these
farme warrants thelr contirmustion,(That 1s,1f equipment ard
installations on these farms would be wested in cese of &
division of the Tfarms 1in course of a land Peform,) The farm
cooperative production groups should comtimie te function 18
the mombers so desigde, They should be based ard organlzed
along Swedish lines, But,if the ferm cooperatlve production
groups wers formed on confilscated land,then the nroperty
should be returned to its original owrers. If it is inadvisable
to brealip such farm cooperetive production groups because

of la scale ivwestments,then the original owrer should be
gi?an??._urﬂ elsavhere ga compensetion,

The large estates,however,should not be restored, I think
that 100 yokes should be the 1imit,

1 think that the govermment should set the maximm of agri- |
eultursl property shz=l which one person or family can own
at about 100 yokes. |

T favor private ownership and private enterprias only to

the extent that it dees mot collide with publie intareat,

T thénk thet the plants and factories employing over 50
mnplugaaa should be nationalized, Key industries and banka
should be nationalized regardless of the mmber of employees.

I value fresedom more than a high stenderd of livipg. For
this reason I would choose a political system which guarenteas
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E., During the past ten years,the people at home knew very
well thet our doom wes seasled by the Yalta agreemant., We
krew that wewere in the Soviets sphere of lnterest, We
realised very well that the pace of bolshevizatlion of
Hungzary could be retarded tut,Hungery could rmot escape her
doom. We hoped 21l elonz that the people in the lest,ard
especially in the Huks Urdted States,would realise the
dangers of Communism end come to our mid, Our hopes lncrsased
somevwhet in 1953 after Stalin's death.For a few months then
we thought that persoral strife within the politbturesu would
weaker the Soviet Union and she would be forced to make con-
cesalens to the Vast,
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XIII. THE ASSESSVENT OF PURUNE PROSPECTS FOR HUNGANY

A, T thirnk that the present regime in Hungsry will remaln,
Kadar will not be repleced fov some time, The Unlted Netlons
and the United Stetes will do mothirg to elter the shtuation
in Huongery. The people at home will gradually be forced %o
become reconciled to this situation, I think that the polley
of the Commmnist Party in Hungary will not go back entirely
to the old BE¥ktx Stelindet line, Later on,perhaps,the seame
situstion will arige whioh existed in October before the out-
break of the revolubtion,

Optside Hungery, the other satellites will mot follow Hungary's
exemrle, Tha lack of effective sssistance from the West dis-
111ustored not only Hurgary,but elso dlscourasged the other
gsatellites from revolting sgainst Cormmnism.

The only thingk we can hope for is a miracle. Ths lew York Times
was right when it wrote that ornly a miracls can halp Hungary,
erd it would be & mirscle if the Unlited liations could do ary-
thing about 1t.

T think that a compromise with ths Communists 13 Impossible.
Tven Gomuilke had to retpact his =kkiuk abtitude toward tho
Soviet Urion, He now recogrnizes the Kedar govermmsnt.

T would like to have the world problem solved prefarably oy
peaceful mesns, But,l do not sse any poesibllity for this.

A the present,the United States is stronger than the Sovliet
Union,but the U.S, goverrment amd U.3. public opinion is %oo
sorupulous about starting e World War III, I am eorwinced
thet such & wer is inevitsble, It 1s only a quesation of time.
When the Soviet Union feels strong emough,she will stert the
war, Mmerlce should atrike row when 1t haﬁ supremaecy.

I,personally,do not desire e world war or & War betwesn t he
Urited States ard tho Soviet Union. Perhaps,the majority of
the peopls st home are In fevor of war,because thsy do mob
raalise t he dangers drwolved,

1 do mot think that Intsrnational prassere on the 3oviet
Union will be able to solve the situation, Internsl changos
within ths Soviet Unlon are very unllikely. There may be
personrel chanrges in Soviet lsedership,but this wlll not
effect Sovist foreign poliey.
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F, 3oamk Sometimes it was possible to sirecumvent govermsnt
gilations through personel contact and on the hasis ol
avor for favor. There may even have been som2 brdbery,btut
I know of no such cases, Perheps,it wes most widespread in

the Buresu of Housing.In order to obtaln an spertment or,
et leest,a room,ore had to give a brlbe to oma ol the
efficials In the housling department, If any such cases were

. found oub,the officlalfd mmmId:haxxEmy concerrad would be
very severely punished,

2 Go I ¢ thet the top lesdership of Hingerian seorst |
police intelligent ard understood Rpusiness, They

vere traired in "Mpacow, Onee,in 1952,1 waa questioned bie
Cabor Peter himself ,who,et that time,was the ohiafl of t
secret police, Tle made the impression of belnz a bright end
intelligent person,but who has a lust for puwer,

The top leadership of the Hungorian army waa tralned in the
militery scademies in Leningrad erd loscow, DBubt,many posta
in the Minletry for Home Deferse ard within the itselfl
ware rillad,nng on the basia of military qualificatlons,but
on the besis of Perty membership. For exemple,the one time
lMinister for Home Deferse "ihaly Farkas wes a'majurﬂggnﬁral,
tut owed his rark not to his hkrowledge of millitery girs,
but to his post within the FParty.

I think thet the top lesadership of the Soviet army has somo
very exceptional telent. Many of the top gererals who schleved
fame in World War II =re now dying out,

Publie sdministration in Hungary was the Lirat [idld In which
top officiaels wlo served under the previous Illorthy regime were
veaded out, They were replecsd by workers end pazsarts who

were Cormurdsts, These had nelther bthe experiencse nor the
knowledge which thelr predecessore hed, Graduaslly,ths Commmuiniat
began to »EEX replace these publioc adnirdstration officials
with new tslent who had been sducated under the Commmnist
ayatem.
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I pever thought of the Soviet Union imdepsendertly--only in
conjunction with other Allied powerd, Although I discounted

gll the atroocities the German papers wrote gbout the Hussiensy
g3 mere propagands,I stlll would have preferrad one of the
Western Allles ococupy Hungary,., From friends and reletives

who fought on the Rusaien front,I lrew that the Hungerien
soldiers in Russias¥ behaved very mixiisiiyxk civilly toward

the populetion, I expected the same trestment from the Russlans
in H ngery. When they arrived I was convinged that whet the
Cermen and Hungarian pepers Wrobte about the strocities committed
by the Russians wes 1o exaggeration,

During the long yesrs of Communsim,the lusslian people mla I
elweye corsidered to be beslcally good-matured,had becoms
erual ard wald, When the Sowviet troops oocupded the small

villape where I was at that time,they
oote plundered,murdered and raped women end tortured
rrieata,

Sinsce 1945 I have had no contact whetscever with iussien
troops,end my opinion of them had not charnged.

T 414 ot have any conteet wlth Russian cccupation personnel
in Murgery before the revolution. I know nothing,rnor have I
heard,arything about thelr mentelity srd views, There were
ro oecupation forces stationed in the vlielnity of Pees, 1
have glso been imprison for mors than five years and did rot
have the oppporturnlity to contact any Husslana,

Du.t-in% the revolution I had ro contact with the Russiens other
than fighting. I have slrssdy given mumxamam you an account of
my discussions with the commender of the Sovielt tark @kwi=mien
urdt which later attacled Peca.

1 do mwt know of ary ceses where Soviet soldiers helped the
Hurgariam,fnu%ﬁ: ggainst the AVH or against thelr own troops,
deserted or refused to obey orders, I orly krow of one chse
whepe Ruaslan soldiers were sxdéouted by the AVH ard the
fuseian troops, I have elready told you in section II1I about
the murder of wounded Hungerilan Frecdom Flghters, Among them
there were two wourded Ruseien soldiers who hed been taeken
Friagmra. They kwsm too were murdsred by the AVH ard the
usslans,

E,{This section 18 rot appliceble because subject was free
only three months befcre the revolution.)
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required to pass a gymrasium graduation sxemination within

a cerbain time 1imit, This reguirement was mads only in

1952 or 1953,when the Commnists reslized that their officaers
were unintaliiganh. Of course,khaxs on these ememinatlons,

the officers were treated much mere lenlently than an ordinary
astudent would be.

I d1d mt mtice ary difference in the corduct of the non-
commissionad officers or the junior or senior offiicers which
pould be attributed to Party membership or claess origin.
M™elr attitude towerd the enlisted men verled according to
the indieldual.

Within the army certein groups did get better trsatment whioh
was evident from their ratloning. For exsmple,the infantry

received only ©3 rationing. This smounted to 2600 calories g
dey. The lowest rationing norm was {1 which was given to the
prisorers in military prisons, This emounted to 1100 ocalorlea
a deoy. Yorm #8 was given to the aviation pilote,paratroopere,
and tark personnel. This varied from 6300 to Tﬂﬁﬂ calories e

day.

When I served in the ermy,we had from four to 8lx hours of
political indootrination a week, "hese classes wers con-

duoted by the political officer. llach army unit had a pollticel
officer of 1ts own., Overyone had to pretend to be agreeing
with the politiesl slogans and theories which were taught us

at these politicsl indoctrination classes.After 1953 the
situation was s omewhat better,snd 1t was poseible to conduct
debates on politlesl guestiors,

D. I don't think amnyone remembers or kmows sbout the comduct
of the ™ussian army in 1848 when it inveded Hungary to supress
the Kossuth revolution. I thirk that the umopulsrity of the
dggaiaﬁgtrﬂupa in H,ngery 1s based on thelr conduct in 194l

'a L]

Tarinz the war I inew that the approach of the Russlen %Hroops
meant the erd of the war. I thought that the Sovist Union,as
oma of the Allies,would get In a civiliged manner,.Bnee its
troops resched Hyngary,l expected a just peace treaty and a
revision of Hungarian territoriel demands, People in H'ngary
knaw very well that Germany is going to lcose the war. We
know thag. every offort to lenghhen the wsr woulé be of a
disadvanteme to us, Put,durirng the last staces of the war,
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rellability,end not thelr military experlence or cleverness,
was the daa.':.aiva factor, There was s saylng in Hyngary that
the worlkers of Csepel geve Communist =f Burgsry 500 minlstsrs,
zeneralg,ard officers. They were mot peild too well,but the
leisurely 1ife in the army eppsaled to them, For u:mug.}u in
1&51 the sslery of a 1st. ieiwkesext lleutenant wes about
1400 forints plus berdfita such as uniforms,quarters,ete. Un
the other hend,at that tlme,a good industriel worker was able
to earn slmost twlce himxmakaryy Smisz this sum,

The ron-commissioned officers were promoted from enlisted men
who were serving the regular time 1in the army.

I think,with & fow exceptions,moat of the offlicers dislilked
the Commurnists recime,ard were repesting the Parbty lines orly
from sheer necesaity, Politloel pressure withind the army waas
very zveat., I T anyore said srything he was liagble to be talan
immediately to the army nolitieal section which wes the AVH
aquivilent in the army. Many people had been hanged by the
militery prosecutors. An enlisted mmm man was liable to get 15

<EfEgRtwy yeors for golng AWOL once,

With very few exceptiona,the enlisted men armd the ron-commissioned

officers were on very good ¥ terms, 1 think the reletions
betwesn these groups were much closer than in the ermy under
the Horthy re-ime. There was 1o difference of age betwean the
anlisted men and the ron-commissioned offlcers,

In general,the 6fficera were disliled by the enlisted men mia
mith only one or two exceptlons,

Inder the Harthy reglme,a specisl school for treirding pro-
fegaionral non-commissioned officers was sst up in Jutas,

This school had z very good reputation and educated excellent
non-gcommssioned officera. When the Commnists gmme to power,
(v promotéd meny of thess ron-commissioned offlcera to
officers serd even ssnicr officera. Under the Horty regime,
these ron-sommissionsd officers had ro change of advancing
in renk because they didrot have the proper educetional beck-
ground, However,auch officers in the Communiat mrmy wers very
competart ard efficlent, The workers ard worlklng pesasarts who
atterded the short officers'! training ecourses under the
Commnist regime were mot ss competent , "he Corrmunists noted
this deficiency and gradually increased the length of thece
trairine courses from one to two,ard latsr to three,years,
Gffom Bfficers who did not have a gymnesium sducation were




36=M
G -!.;ﬂ'm:[

officere sided withithe revolutlion,sll the non-commissioned
offlcars serd enlisted men,without exceptlion,were on the sidas
of the Freedom Fighters,But,whara the commandinn officers re-
mained passive or opposed to the revolution,ths partlcipation
of the enlisted man and ron-commiaslonad officers was con-
siderably lower, The Hungariasn srmy unltes in Budaspest and In
the Trens-Dermblan districts,in general,were with ths revolu-
tion., Beyond the Tiaaa{'l'haini T4ver in sastarn Hungary, the
Hungarlan army units were rot 28 sctive =8 elsswhers, This
Endubu expleined,probably, by the proximity of the Rusailan
rder,

Tha m;uﬂﬂr officers, almost without axception,lavored
tha edom Fighters., The ssme can be aald of many sanior
offiscers but,moat of the offleers in the top leadar-
ship ard in the Vinistry for Heme Deferse were Stelinist,
Many of them had been fired efter t he Russiens withdrew
from Budapest. But,this occurred too lete,

I do not know of any differences in ths condust of offlcers
oy enlisted men which oan be sttributed to the differerce in
class origin.

I waa not very surprised at the conduet of the Hungarlan ermy
durinz the revolutlion, I,myself, hsd b@en in the army for three
months, I knew that politicsl indootrination ghven to enliated
men and morn-commissionsd offlcers was very superficlel, The
majority of ths snlisted men wers peasantd boys or young workers
who saw st home how ma® much their perents suffered through
farm collectivigation and Jewrxprudnziisocommes nom» naegsEy high
production norma.

I served 1n the Hungerien army for three montha in the summar
of 1951, I was stetlonsd in Veszprem. I wea assigned tc the
quartermaster corpa, Ve wers ouasrted in a maralon which hed
been converted into barracks. Our food was good,perhaps much
better then elsewhere in tha srmy.

ot of the ehllisted men who served in the army with me at
thet time were younz intellectusla., We dlglilred the offlcers
very mich,

“"o8t of tha officers were ol worker or pesasant ori-in who
completed comperstively short training courses srd recelved
assigmments as junior end even senlor officsrs, Thelr polifiical

——
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B. A bagsic prineipls whiech all courts hed to take lnto con-
glderation was rot the meture or sgsize of the c ass,but the
clese origin of the person concerred, For exampls,for the
same orime,a Communist would get a lighter sentomce than

a 8o=celled resctionary,

The courts of the Horthy regime were just and all persons
before the cowrt had an equal chemse, There was class juatice
in pre-war Hungery,but mot in the sense that ths courts wers
biased or prejudiced, "he clasa justice meanb that the exiat-
ing lawe protected kthe a different lkdrd of soclal order than
existed under Communlst, It cammoct be sald,however, that ths
gourta were controlled by the goverment. ﬁhe judges were Ires
to pess judgemert to the best of thelr krowledge ard acoordl
to their conrsciernce, Thay could rot be trensferred or retire
exoept with their own consent and,for retiring,after a certsin

age limlt,

The Paoples' Courts funmctioned in H ngery from 1945 %o 1947.
Thelr purpose wes to punigh the so-called war oriminels.The
Peoplea' Courts were strongly prejudiced,end in mary esses
sentemsed innocent people %x or handed out sentenses which
woare out of proportion with the guilt of the person congernsd,
However,a higher eourt whiech reviewed the sentences passed
by the ﬁunplﬂe' Courts did much to mitigats these unjust
sentences. I think that some of the war oriminsls were really
1ty,but most of them redelved sentences which far excosded

helr puilit.

On the other hand, thers were many war criminals who escaped
prosecution becsuse they became Cormunist Party members,and
the Commurdlst Perty a2fforddd them immurndty from prosecution,

¢, During the demorstrations,mnd in the first stage of the
revolution, the Furgarian army,in gereral,acted pnsnivel?lg
toward the revolution, Their reluctarce to Tight agelns

the Freedom Fighters was of preet help to the esuse of the
revolution,becansa the Cormunlets immedintely ssw that the
ermy wee unreliable, When,efter lovember l,it would have
been necessary to have & uniform,well orgenized army to
have oppossd the Hussiaena,it Surned out thet our army had
desintegrated,and that the %Top armgulaadarahip had sabotazed
every offort to uppesas oppose the saians,

The non=commissioned officers and the enlisted men behaved
alike, They sympathicsed with the revolution ard,in the €apltal,
they took motive part in the fighting,especially the military
pcademies which fought from the wery first day on. Where the
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AII, THE APPARATUS OF EREX POWER

he Some of the AVH ££ officers were fansticael Communizte who
1ated the "Class eremies",intensely. They were misled people
Hhﬁdwﬂra willing to do everything the Communists ordered them
o do.

The more intellimgent AVH men were sadiats ard people with
&%ﬁhﬂﬁf“sﬁgﬁgﬂgt"' I think no normal person would be willing
and gble orture people in thse way the AV H officers did.

I was arrested by the AVH on December 2,1951 and kept et tho
AWH headquarters until April 30,1952, During this time I was
tortured, heyxfozx with bleck-jacks,forced to stard for 72
aours in succesaion,bumped my head én the wall with full force,

ard did not let me sleep for days, This was the usual procedurs
in questioning politicel prisoners,

I do mot know,and have not heard,of any AVH officera who had
pangs of consclence or wanted to leave the service,

I thirk it 18 ro exapggeration to say that Commurdist Hungery
was a ecountry of sonstant smxiety and fear,

independence
then .T-Iungarg regeins her/ixdspmndsa,the AVH officers should
be brought to justice,but mot aceording to the principle of
colleative pullt.

The Hungerlan Blue Pollee did rot handle arg politlcel cases,
Their mathods were entirely different from thosze of the AVH,

The Blue Folice officers were alsc Communists,but mot es farstlcal
and wild es the sascret pollioce.

I think,in general,ths wobk of the Blus Police forece was
affective. They melnteined order and liquadsated mcat of the
Hungerian underworld.

During the revolutlon snd demonstrations,the Hungerlen Blue
Police at [irst remained entirely psssive, When the revolution
took over lecal sell-govermient completely,the EXiea police
formee silded with the revolution ard took part in the work of
the militia, I did rot mee ary Blue Police fighting with us

in the Me¢csek Mountaina,
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/, gpood many of the antellectuals were Communists by convistion.
Others were not, Thay were only opportunists who were will.ing
to sacrifice their political comviotlona apd principles. Until
1953, they bent head over hedls in an effort to serve the
Cormmnists. There wers only one or twWo progresasive young XuX
sgyimokusk writers who refused %o serve the reglime.

\fteor Stalin's deathymary of the writers made an efforé to
undo the bad they had done,

The Hungarian intellectuals turned sgainst Communism bscause
,too,had a consolenns and degphaed themselves for lying

ard mislseding the public. They knew,perhpns bast of all,thed

Jormurd sm wes the exect opposite of what 1t pretended to be,
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C. The more terroristic the Communist regime bsceme,the grester
wes the opposlition asgainst the regime from an ircreasingly
larger mmber of people. Communism in prectice dislllusionsd
even those ideglistic Perty members who originelly were in
favor of Communlsm.,

“he forms of opposition were various, Slow-downs and strikes
were infrequent but sometimes mosmmad occurred, Wages on a
piece basis did rot encourage slow-downd tactics. Bub,many
people were imprisoned for instipeting ageinst the peopleas’
democreecy and for conspiring to overthrow it.Such "eremies
of the people"” ceme from all classes,and included very many
peasants, industriel workers,end intellectuals,

It was a well known faet thet all socisgl classes ard ell safe
groups werse united in thsir opposition te Communiam,

Opposition was the greastest in 1951,'52 and '53 when Cormmnist
terror was gt its height, Whan the terror lesaensd,1t also
meant af lessening of the opposition to Communism. The opposi-
tion culminated in the Hungerina revelution in 1956, At that

" time ro one had arything to lose,

The intallectuasl ferment in Fungary begen in the summer of
1955. I do not kmmy know much about it bewsuse et t hebt time

T wae 8till in prison., I first heard about the Petofl Cirels
in ths summer of 1956, Originally,it was an orgsnizastion of
young Communist intellectusls,end its pwrpose wes to discuss
Commuanist reform problems., Graduglly,more ard mcre 3Scolsl-
Demoeratas and mxmdichks radicaels becsme members ol the Petofll
Oirele, Thru their influence,ths purpose of the Petofl Cirgls
was not to schieve Communist reforme,but to overthrow Communism
iteelf. It became B ecober-orgarigaetion in whisch basicelly antl-
Communist intellectuals sould influence public coinion,

Before the Petoefi Circle there were the young writers end the
Assocletion of Hungarian Writers, They begen to sir thier dis-
sgtisfection grainst Communism,at first subtly,end latery more
openly.

The significarce and importarce of the Hungarian intellectusls
laid not in whet they had to say,but 1In the fact that t hey were
the first ones to express opernly whst everyors reaslly felt.
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the years of grestest terror, 1953 is the year of Stalin's
death,which also csused considsrable change in Party poliley.
The gradual liberalization combimmed thru 1954. In 1955
there wes a slight relapse, In 1956 the libveralization was
contimed and culmineted in the Hungerian revolution,

Thanges in the policy of the Humpgarian Communist Partg are
only the results in similer chenges in the polley of tha
politburdeu in Moscow. The Soviet Union,in turn,changed the
polloy of ita Communiat Party Iin accordarce Hitﬁ politicel
and economic exigencies andfas a result of the struggle for
nowery im the Kremlin,

In principle the Commmunist Party 1s the partﬁ of the working
people,and in sccordance with the so-called "demoeracy with-
in the Party", The policy of the Communist Perty ls always
determined by the wishse and viewe of the working meases.In
oractice,hovever,it 18 cuite otherwise, There 1s striect dis-
cipline within the Party,and the masses have to accept the
nolieclss formlated by & few top Commmunists, The terror
within the Perty 1& so great thet no freedom of expression
or eriticlsm are tolersted within the Party. For this reason,
there can't be any Party morale Wl th the Communist Party.

Tha top leaders of the Hunzerian Communist Party must be
divided into two groups. In tha firat group belong the
Commriat leaders who,until the revolution,wers Communists
by comsiction ard belleved to be serving a true cause, How-
aver,during the revolution thay reslized that the working
neopls are agalnat them, When this became evidsrnt to them,
the majority of this group did not have the morel cournge
to admit their mistake openly. 3ome of them may have stayed
on hoping,that 1n ths long run,lt mey be of good that thay
ard not someone else izxinxpewsmg ere in power,

ke
But,the other,ard perhsapn lsrgur,grnupbra ﬁareariata?:aﬂistb
who are &3&nx clingzing to power at ell coatd, Otherwiss, they
would ot be plaving the role which the Soviet Union 1a com-
pelling them tec play. I somehow feel that there are very few
top Communlsts lesders who mean well and are ldealiasts,. Most
of them fear that they will lose their present powser and all
the advartasges which go with it,

If Hungary ever regains her independence,then the top leaflers
of the Communiat Party should be brought to justlce,



R SRS ARt D B o PEEREaai MY T ARE Al e T SR GBS L s TR

36-M
T b /xT

71, THE POLITICAL LIFE

h.When World War II broke out,I was only fifteen years old,
tut I was interested in politica,end especially in the out-
come of the war. I waes convinoed =ll slong thet the Germans
would lose the war,

Before ths wer father waa mot s member of any political

. party. He favored the bourgecls progrsm of Eﬂ’ﬁdg 3
personally,favored the Social Democratlc party. I 1lked 1ts
1lberallism and democracy.

The 1918=1919 Compzmrist regims 1in I-‘mngarg wes a blopdy die-
tetorship. During the Horthy regime and during the war,the
Communiat party was so insignifiecant In Hungary that no one
ook in dnto condldsratlon,

B, After the wer until the erd of 1947, the program of the
Tungerian Communist perty wee redicsl.and,to & cortein
extent, poceptable, After 1948 Commnists showed thelr true
face. Nisthar then ror sfter that did I Bvenkpprove of its
Program,

"hers are different types of Communist party members. There

i8,firat of all,the old guard,that is Commnists by convic- |
tion who were members of the Comminiat perty sven when 1t |
was underground, |

After 1945 many sx-fasclsts joined the Communist perty in

order to protect themseives from criminsl amssscxiian

nrosecutlon for beins members of eny fascist organization.

On the other hand,there were fascists who aympathized with |
Copmmanism because both [aselam end Commurism are inelired |
0 extremsa, ;

There 12 ati1ll another lerpge mroup of perty membera who oan
e oalled"existentieliata] Thayr sre small merehants,erafts-
rien,white coller workers who jJjoined the Comrmnist party in
vrder to be able to makeo e living, |

'"here wes & chang e In the Parjy polioy durling the last
eight years, LSO iz termed by the Communists as the year
of change. This was the year in whieh the CommuniatgParty
cemé out with 1ts true progrem. 1951 and 1952 can be called
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when collectivization of asgrioulture was first Lintroducsad in
Bungary,it did mot teke the Soviet form of collisctive farming

stely. The collective farms followed the Soviet pattsrn
only from 1951 on, I knew that hhis type of colldctive Texming
migld ceuse & gerersl declire in Hungarlar agricultural preduc-
tion,

In my opinion,all Hungerian peasanta oppossed Soviet collective
farme methoda to the sasme degres, The Hungarlan pessant hes =
very strong sense of privete ownership. They were very em-
pitbered when the Communist goverrment begen tealring sway land
from them which orly recerntly haed been given them in courss
of the sgriecultursl reform =x emecubed by the Communists cilter

1945,
I hesrd about farm cooperstives being dissolved orly during

the revolution, They were dizaoclved because the ferm cooperatives

had gone practically bankrupt.

If I were an sgricultural worker in Commmunist Hungary and
did mot have arny lemd of my own,then,l would prefer to wWork
on a govermment ferm, But,if I had a feu s of land of
my own, then,I woudd prefer to be an imdividual TETMAT.

The 1945 agrieultural land reform is good in principle.There
is not emough land in Hyngary for all ths peaasrts,but,the
largest amount of psesante possible should be glven land of
their own, But,farming on strips of land is mot sconomlca..
For this reason cooperative farming in Hungary la necamsany,
but this should be conductsd 1n cooperstlves orzanized alone
the Scardinsvisn 1limss. /M1l zovermment farms ahould not Do
disselved. They should be mal:tained to serve as modsl fammn,
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I would hsve preferred some kind of a white collar job for
which I am better sulted., But,because of my criminasl record,
I was unable to find any other employment.

I was on excellent terms with fellow workers, We had re-
spact for the foreman and superintendent who were old,ex-
nerienced miners., But,we had no respect,only contempt,for
those Communists who got thelr jobs bacause of their political
background, I must mention that there sre very mamy old miner
femilies 1n the Pecs Boal baesin,ard it is rot an uncommon
oocourance to ses the gwmimf grandfether,father,and the son
working together in the cosl mines.

The vacation progrem was sxtended to sll workers 1n Hungary,
but infldentisl Commmniste were sent totha better heamlth
vaoation resorts, It somotimes happensd that the husband
would be sent to a vacatlon resort et a different time from
his wife, This vacationing was regimented to a certaln extant.
The workers were rot Imkxmisxs lelt alorme to erfloy shimztheir
vecationa, They had politieel indoctrinetion clgsses ard
seminars evenduring their wvacations,

Tho soolal seocurlity heslth service In Hungary was good,but
only on paper, In practice the doctora were instructed to
out down to the minimm peld sick leawés,

The retirement age was raised from 55 to X&xy 60 ysars. The
pensioned workers compleliped that their pensions wersa not

arough,

E, In Comminist Hurgery I would prefer to live in the clty.
The atmoephere of the oity is embirely different. There aras
more possibliities for recrestion ard ocultursl sctivities.

more and betterfood¥,Because the scqulsition of foodstuffs
was sueh a major problem, the starderd of living must be
termed higher in &Zhm provinelal Hungary than &in the cities,

I think that politically 1% wes sasler to live in the
country than in the cit}es.

I think that 151‘51:1:1::11111151; Hurgary,ths rural popltlatlon ate

I am rot in favor of collective farming £n the way it had
praotised In Hungery. Collective faming is pood ornly on
the basis of volutary particismtion. I would prefer the

type of collective farming thare 1a in the Scandinavian
countries,
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to the Soviet Union and the other sllied countries,including
Yugoslavie and Czechoslavekla,sxmt Also,there were the dis-
advantageus commercisl agreements withthe Soviet Unién,

During the pest these months beffre the revolution,I earnsd
an average of 1200 to 1500 forints a month, I counld do t his
nnlgub-g working extremely hard and sccomplishing 130% of the
production norm., Had I filled the norms to only 100 q
monthly pay would have amounted to only 800 to 900 forilnga
per month, '

Kam From my pay/ 3% wae deducted for trade union dues and L%
for bechelor tex, There were no compulsory govermment loads
at the time of my relesse from mrison ard the revolution,

T did mot get any premfiums or oxtra pay or asllowances,
I hed no secondary eource of income,

Both my father ard I were working, I did not live with my
father, He rented a room in the clty,whereas I lived in the
miners' barracks.

Ce I em unsble totell you an?hing about prices and the quallbty
of goods in Bungery,becsuse I had been released from prison
just befors the revolution., During the theee months I was in

befora the rsvolution I did not buy any foodstuff's ror
any bigger purchases. For these reasons,I do mot know anytalng
about black-marlket pperatione or prices,

D, For three months bafore tha revolution I worked as & miner '
in a cesl mine near Pecs, I got up et Sa.m,,ete breafifest in

the miners' canteen,ard had to be at the shaft by 5:45 ready

to descent. Our shift lasted from 6a,m, until 2p.m. We camo

up to the surface st 2:30 p.m. The showere were crowded and

it was about 3:30 by the time I got myself in order. I ate

dinmer et L:30p.m. I usually went to bed at Sp.m.

/e usually worked LB hours e wosk, ME gssigrment was to push
loaded mine oars. Very often,at least three Sundays a monta,
we were compelled to do meirnteimance work for which we got

no extra pay.

Going to and from work wes rot any problem because I lived
in the barracks very near to the mins shaft.
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X. THE ECONOMIC LIFE.

A,.Before the revolution I lived only three months as a free
man, Befors thet I had been in prison for over five yeers,

As an ex-présorer I wss unable to find any other umplﬂgmunt
than working $k in the mins, I earnsd spproximately 1500
forints a month, I lived in the workers' barracks nesr the
mine,sharing a room with six other miners., I paid 20 forings
a month for rent and 200 forints a month for food, The food
which we got in the miners canteen was,perhaps,ewough,but 1%
wag not testy end it waen't good, I had two suits,one of them
had besen left from the time of my arrest,bhe other was pur-
chased by my father es a present after my release from prison,

I had the most difficulty with clothes,because clothes were
very sXpemnsive,

Compared to our pre-war stamlard of living,I missed the com-
fortable home, the gnad food,the clothes,and the chances for
recreation, According to my estimates,our standard of living
was 200 % lowerd than it was before the war, After the war,our
standard 6f living was comparatively the highest in 1948 end
the lowest in 1951.

From among our acquaintances,the famlly which llved tha best
was that of s hotel manager, He earnsd about 2000 forints a
month, his wife,who worked in an office,earnmed 1000 forints a
month, They had no children, They had & small villa of thelr
own whish hed not been taken awey from them ef'ter the war,
They could efford clothes mnd lived fairly comfortebly. They
econld not afford more for recreation tharn an oceasionsl movie

ortheatre tloket.

After the war,the stardard of living in Hungary,for awhlle,
showed an insressdng terdeney;ther,after thet,a rapld decline,
A three yeer plen was launched in an era when privete enter-
prise was not barred. This was meeded %o speed up the recon-
struction of Mungary which had suffered much after ard durlng
the war,

Tn 1950 the Five Year Plan was leueched, At thls time,the
nationalizsion of industries had elready been cerrisd out,
The large soale irnvestmenie which the Plan called for,could
be finsnced only by cutting the standard of living to the
minirnm. Besideg this,there were the reparstion obligetlons
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IX, MAJOR DISSATISFACTIONS WS FELT IN EVERYDAY LIFE

A& I,myself,in Commnlst Hungery,was mostly dissatlafiied with
$he lack of freedom and the total disregerd for peoliticel ricghts,
The majority of the people in Hungary,however,were dlssatlalied
beceuse of their fingncisl snd economlesl condltions,Freedom

ard basic rights came only second,
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before ths war,but that secordary education sxceaded the pre-
war level,

There wers restrictions of vocational choice because a branch
in the Ministry of BLducation decided what the intellsctual re-
quirement for each year was, For example,only 600 doctors were
requiréd a year,and over 2000 2#{:91& appiﬂ.ﬂrd for emrollment in

a medieal school. So,1400 students would be asaigped %o other
mﬁvniiitiaa regardless of inclinktlon to that speciflc vocatlon,
or not.

The staff at the mniversities and colleges was enlerged to in-
aslude instructoras of merely politicsl subjecta. Every university
also had a militery seience department stalfed by ermy officers.

The majority of the imstructors and nrofessors were people who

nad &ttalred fame under the previous regime. In the leat ysars

ander Communism,there was an inereesing rnumber of rew profesaorTs |
and instrictors who had proper political baekground,but,elso -
had the required professionel cualifications o teach.

E, The politiecel ipdoctrination of youth atarted early. Mttempts
to indoctrinate them were mede in dey muraseriss and grade-school,
There were nunmula::ﬁ politienl subjscts end clmssezm in the
aauﬂnd.ﬂzgischmla in the univeraities .aa well., If m student
Municsd his political elasses he could not corntimue hils gtudles,
The Commnist Youth Orparizatioms were another attemptf to in-
doetrinate the youth. The Youth Orgarizations included mot only
students,but young workers and peasants as well. Membership Iin
these orgenizations was more or less compulsory.

Despite the time and effort devoted to ths indoctrination to €
ggungar goneration, the Commnists could rof indectrinate the
ngarian youth becsuse 1t wae evident thatb the sxect opposite of
Commndists teachings wes true in everyday life, Althdugn the
influsnes of parents had been curbed by the Commmunists,nevertneless,
parents were ebla to influence thely political menballby of GLhelr
children. The older age groups of the Hungarian youth wese atlll
able #o remember conditions and 1life under the previous regime.
The Fungsrian vouth also listened to forddgn radio broadcnais
and was sble to form an opinion ebout the better life thelir
counterparta lived boyond tho iron curtain.
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VIII. THE HUNGARIAN YOUTH

A. Under Hungarien youth we mean the young people from fifteen
to thirty in sge regerdless of socisl clesa they belong to.

B, I think 1t is en exaggeration to say that the Hungarlan youth
led the revolution., Perhaps,"atartsd" would be & better term bo

uss, If only the Hungarian youth haé taken part in the revolutlon,

then the revolutlon would mot heve been the sucoess it wes,

The demoratrations in Budapest were organized by the Hungarian
Writers Associstlion end the Hungarien university students,They
organized the demonstrations in Budapest,but in Pecs the demon-
shretlons were entirely spontansous,

The fighting was sm sleo started by t he university s tudenis,
but it wes not led by them,

The initiative wes taeken by the Hungarian Eouth perhaps bagxsws

bapceusa -mth,in general,ls more full of ideals, It oan also

l;h: Hﬂﬁdaﬂ. t youth,in general,is mors irresponsivle snd more
t=he .

During the dmumm demonstretions and the revolution,the oldsr
age groups had great respect for the Hungerien youth. The

yvouth,in turn,was dissatisfied with the attitude of the older
age groups,becsuse 1t considered them too slow, 3ub,this die-
satisfaction ceamssed when ths roavolution was in full swing.

0. Bofore Communism,secondary education in Hungary wes classicel.
Under Communism,emphssis was placed on naturel sciernce,luring
the past regime,the rumber of university studsnts never excesded
12,000, YNow, the# rmumber was 60,000, All thie,to a certsin sxtent,
served to lower the level of studiea 1n HNungary.

To obtain a large rumber of reliable cadres,ths Commnists made
1% possible for workers amd pesasarts to smrodl st unlversitles
without the proper sducational beckgrourd. The Cowmunists wanted
$0 have only so-called "apecislized barbarians” who yoothing at
all outside dheir cwn ridlds, m

In tha saunrdarygauhﬂi%s he students were overburderned with a
large mmber of oh exceeded the pre~war level,. It 1is
my épinion that the level of university educatlion was lowsr Than
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from concentration camps, Everyone hed friends or relstives

who had been killed by the Germans, Probhhbly,I,too, would

have wanted to avenge the deathe of my frierds ard relatives

if I hed been in their plece. In 1945 many of them returned
with a desire for vengeance, /. mmber of Jews beoems officers

In the AVE beosuse they were deemad rellable el enti-EmEEXisg
faseists, But,Jews in general dislike dictabtorships, Jews

mux prefer %o live in an stmosphere of ldberslism where thaey

can btest exocerclse their telents, 1 very sli percentage of
Jaws were Commuriets by Gormviction, Vost of them soon bescene
disdillusioned with Commmrism. However,there wasw was a lerge
group of mpmxatm opportunists who exploited fully the favor-
able conditions in Hungery. ut,this group constantly deminished
bessuse the Jewa Iin Hung soon realised thet the top Communistf
Jews in the Hungerlan politburesu had been Jews only by bilnth,
liow,es Cormunist leaders,they do mot diseriminaste between Jews
and ron-Jews, The only favorable thing;;i Jeaye under Comrmnism
waes that the slishtest form of arbti- tism wos punished,

Vany Jewa were Communists,especlally immddlately efter Workd
War II, Buti,the majority of the Jows were eithar membsra of
the intelligentela or were buginess men. Poth groups were
oppreased under Commnism, In this nepaxk respect,jews wers
no exgeption,

Durirg the rewolution,the Jews wers glaed that thers was no
gign of anti-Semitism, They,too,opposed Communism,ard ware
expecting a bourgeois liberalism which wihnld have fevored
them as well.

I krow mary Jews who took an sctlve part in the fighting ard
in the demonstrations, For exempls,in the Presdom Fightar
group which I krew in the Wecsek Mountalns,there were thres
Jewlah brothers, 411 threse of them were killed in the [ighting.
But,it iz true,or the other hand,that the majority ol thae lsowa
were cautious and remained at home, Thay were very uncertain
sbout the outcome of the revolution.

I don't believe that the Jewa are £frald of an imdeperdant
Hungery. They leerd only enti-Semitism,but rot an indepsndert
Fungery. I krow,because I knew many Jews and ta’ked with mary
of them, "he Jews are orly afraid of intolerarce which can
gxist evern under Compmanlsm
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I go to church only on the more Important hily} deys, Religious
ceremonies are beautiful,but they srs rot the spirituel sensa-
tions which I ssek. I do rot pray in the sense of mechardoelly
repeating certain prayers, I often meditate on God and 1ife

after death.

0, &hew Churches have a very important role to play in soclafty,
The religious end moral education of children should be entrusted
to them, Bu%,the church should not play s dominate role in the
atate., Sometimes the teaching of the churoh ia too dogmatic.

They should strive to educate children and to prespare them for
everyday life. I would restors the church schools to the varlous
religious orders. Put,l would rot make it the sole privélege of
the Catholics to meintabh such schools, The church should be
supported by the govermment,but in return,the govermment should
rot allk for eny influence 1ln church affairs,

T thirk that the censorship ofbooks,plsys ard filnms shoukd be
entrusted to some govermmsnt agensy,and not to the church,
But rafnrdlaaa of this,the church can express ita views and
ﬁri%in ems of films,plays,ard books.

fetive participetion in politics i a diffioult affair which
often leada to attacks sgslnst persons who perticipate,There-
Sore,it 15 best for ths clergy mot to pley an actice role in
politics, However,a priest or ary member of the clergy carnod

be barred from holding public office mmmm nor from veting.

But, such ﬂl&rggmﬂn.muﬂt realise that their church office does

not gilve them immunity from the usual atbacks against politiclama.
If they went to participete in polities,they must beer the
corngequencon,

D, Tha Jawish religion was slec persecuted by the Commniaie,ss WAS
everything which is epiritusl and does not comply with the

principlee of materislism which they teach, Dut,there were very

fow Jows in Bungary.After World Wer 1I many of them Immigrated

from the country. Vhen the borders were closed,only sbout 70,000

or 80,000 Jews remaired in our country. The great majority of |
these were rot relipicus Jews, For this reason,the psrsecution |
of the Jewieh religion in Hurncary was mot as roticable as the

pergecution of the Cstheliec chureh,

I talked to many Jewa in Hungery concerning thelir attitude |
toward Communism., This 18 s very confusing problam, Mest of
them were ot cleasr themselves about thelr attitudes Howard
Commmundism, It ecarmot be denied thet there was a parsscutlon
of Jews during the mar in Hurgery, Vany of the Jews returnsd




VII, RELIGION

A, People in gensrsl like to do things which are prohiblted,
Fecguge of the perseoution of ths church and the guppression
of religlous freedom in Hungary,not only those people nExk
who were really religious went to church,but elsc those who ,
in this way,wanted to show their oppossitlon te Commmnism.

To be termed a "olerlcal resctionlst" was e very bad point
on a person's cadre sheet, People who oppoesd the persecutlion
of the churghes and who went to religious services wWhould
sometimes be dismissed for such reasons, Tha Communlst regime
1n Hurgery conducted a well orgamnized persecution of all
churches, The clergy &nd the churches were mede {inanclally
dependent offi the Commnadd&t govermmends, For the fipancial aid
it gave to the priests and tha churches,the Commniat govern-
ment depmended a participation in church admingstratlon, The
po-called chureh buresus were established, This meants com-
plete interference in church affairs. The clergy,especially
the Catholic olergy,wes impriséned, All reel estate Bkam
belonging to the ehurches were confisceted.Church ENAIXS
schools were nabionsl ized and the teaching of religion in
schools coased.

Probably, the Catholile church wes the hardest hit Commuand smy/
in Hangary,becsuse 70% of Tungery's populatlon is Catholic.
f1so,the Cetholle church had the greatest influence on the
pnpuiutiun.

The Protestant eshurchdf in Hungery wesg considerably smellsr
than the Catholic echurch, The Protestants were split up into
four or five different derominations., Their influence in
Hungary wag constderably smaller than that of the Caetheolie
churech,

B, T thiric religiong plays & less important role in my 1life
thar *mxtma 1t did in the lives of my perents, I think that
the older generation of Hungariasns 18 more religlous then I
am, On the other herd,I thirk thaet my views on religion are
shared by the averagse Hungarian of my age, I believe in God,
but I do not eccept mll the dogmas of the Catholle church,
The attitude of my ganeration can be summed up in the follow-
ing: Ve believe in the exéstance of a Ood,we try to live as
honsstly as we cen,end we will find out sbout 1ife after
death when we come to 1t.
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they thought to be sophisticsted manners, In a certaln sense,
thas Jempecs meent & form of cpposition to Communlam, I think
that the Commmurnist govermment at home exagsgerated the entire
problem, The Jempeca were mostly the young people living in
sities, They could be from 16 to 25 in ages. I don't think
thoir conduct should be termed crimimal.

I think that the parents of the Jempecs did no% care mch
about the conduct of their chilYdren becsuse fifienolally

the ohildren were supporting themselves, To 2 certain degres,
the parents also saw a form of oppositlon to Commminism in
the oconduct ¢f the Jampecs,
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Hungary did not show thelr true face, Mors or less, they ceme
out with only e radichk progvem. But,if sfter 1948,my friend
contimad to be a Conmunist of conviction,this would probebly
maan the end of our friendship, Moat likely,l would be the

oné to terminate such a friendship. Bubt,it ean glasc be imegined
that & Commnist would terminate a fréendshlp with a non-
Commanist member because the Farty kept him under cbservetion
ard frowned on any contact with non-Communiaets,

I don't think it would be posalble toc continue s friendship
with a nonsCommunist under an sement rot to mix polities
in the friefddship., The Communist Party regiments so many
aspects of everyday 1life thet it 1ls i1mpossible rot to mix
polities into the slmplest cormversation.

B, It is diffioult to say whether the orime rete inereased
undar Communism or rot. I do not thirk thst the rumber of
erimea agalinst prnpﬂrtﬁ ireressed, Such crimes committed
against governmment or "Pecples!” property were very severely
punished., ¥fter the nstioreilsetion of preparky industry,
very few rich people remained from whom one could steal eny-
thing. But,I think that the mumber of s@x crimes probably
ineressed. Also,the recent war has hed sn effect on the
mantality of the ganplu at home., Perhaps,efter the war,people
Hore more inolined to committ erimes ageinst life, That is,
perhaps their inhibltions were less, Thers was a conflderable
inereasd 1n economic crimes sitich aa currency speculetleon,
black-market pperatlons,viclationsofl price regulatlons,ate.

T think thet the erime rate of women also irncressed, Thia was
dus to the fact that more women wers forsed to earn thelr liwming
and had %o legve the protected 1ife et home,

Juvenile delinquercy probably slsc 1nereased. This can be
attributed to the fact thet the young peorle,in gensral,
like to heve m good time end,under Communism, they were not
able to mocuire the momey for this ponmpose. I think that
sex orimes among ths youth sglso incressed,

The live-today,-gnd-don't-woryy-about-tomorrow attitude
off the people in Hungary contritbuted to the incresse of
aleoholiam af'tsr the World War.

The term "Jampecs” was spplied to the young people who

imitated Western Tashions in dressz,amnd preferred to danme
Amerlcen dances insteed of £t he conservative dances which
noople were used to before the wer, They elao copied what
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that two oan live &s chesply né one. Becsuse marrlages wers
so easy to terminete,many rash marrisges were fpwmed with
thw divoree in mind in caese the marrliage did not work out.

Joint youth organizations provided smple opportunity for the
young people to get acqalnted. Due to the gensral looaensea
of morals,young pecple of both semes dld mot pry to curd
their netural instincts, The pre-wa® moral ccdes wers applied
primn;ily to girls snd women,but they slso bound boys ard =men
as well.

Under the Commungst regime,the mumber of illegltimate children
{nereasad oondiderably. Offlcislly,the wordt "{llegitimmte"” was
barned, and such children wers celled bhildren born out of wed-
loeck, The records of biprth were corrected and,from a birth
certificate,it was impossible to say whether a person was en
illegitimate chlld or mot,

Beepuse of the constent financiel difficulties 1in which people
1ived under Gommnism,couples did not want children. leveirthe-
less, abortions were punished very severly. Prophylactles,hou-
ever wers svellable at all times.

The Communists nffinialli banned prostitution,but secret
prosthtution thiived in the cities,and the mmber of secret
ppostitutes wes considerably greeter than the mmber when
it was officislly permitted.

The Commnists did not éncoursge extra-marital sexual re-
letione onenly,but neither did they prevent this, I thinlk
thet in prineiple they slusys favored the direct opposite
of what the ehurch preachad. But,when the Communist regime
noticed the grast harm whichwas csused by loose morals,
especislly smong the Hungarian youth,they changed their
tactics and favored "pure morasls", This was in the last fow
yesrs before the revolution,and I do rot krow amy datalls
sbout this,becsuse at that time I was in prisomn,

I don't think there is erny difference in the sexual in-
hibitions of &Comminist snd a non-Communist, Such things
deperd entirely on the Iindiwvidusl.

My attitude toward a closs frierd who jofimed the Communist
Party before 1948 would Gepend larFﬂly on his subsecuent
conduct. Up to mbout the and of 1948 the Communlsts 1n
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Vi, FAVMILY LIFE TUNDER COMMUNISH

A, Comminism in Hungary uncuestionatly hed a great influsncs
on family 1ife, The aim of tho Commnists wae to demoralize
famlljes, Thoy wanted to sever all family ties and tc oblit-
erate the closemess of femily life, Compelling both parents
to work in order to sustzin themselves,there were no homas
in Hurgary in the tirue sense of the word,

From this respect our family csmmot be considered ss typlenl,
¥y mother died in 193Timy fether wes always & bit of a recluee,
and spent most of hile free time reading, I,myself,hed besn in
prison for {ive years,

Bs Under Commnism,both perente had to work snd therefors the
oungest children were taken %o dg{amraaﬂu or kindergartsrs.
chool children ssw even less of ir parents. The older teen-

age groupd wes either forced tio go to work ms esrly es possible,

or study in sshools, The sducation which the children scquired
in achoel Rad no moral religious basis. Co-educationel schools
arnd student homes served to undermine the morals of ths school
children, The influence of the parente at home was unable to
counterbalenne the affects of school on the chéldren,

Children were forced to earn their own liwming ea soon as this
was poasible, By belng able to support themselves,the chlldren
ware less inolined to obey thaér parents, The children did rot
obey thelr perente at all in commection with religion, Thex
had their cwn concepts of what was mprglly right and wrong,ard
ﬂ'ﬂ'ﬂi‘l politically thsy did rot mccept the vliewes of thelr parents
antirely,

This incresse in the disobedience of children and the loss of
parental influence applies malnly to the children of the i1~
duatrial werkers. In this respect,the Hungarisn intelligentsia
and the pessantry were loss effected by Communsim in Hunzery.

C.Under Compmuunism,it waa essier to be married,but 1t was slaso
ageler to get diverced, The hardships of Communism maede pecple
want to snjoy 1life as much as they could,and rot to think sboutb
the uncertaln futurea, This was true of both sexes, For this
reason marriages were fomed not with the intention of making
them lasting. Very often,merrleges were the comvenient solvtion
to housing problems. Often,they were motivaetZed by the thought
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from the so=celled "people who wore pants." For thia reason the
paanniﬂ;a felt & cortain depgree of resentment tewerd the intelll-
gantels,

The industrisl workers also hed a certaln degres of dislike for
the intelligentsia becasuse their employers also belonged to this
class ard they were inclinsd to gemeralize. Previously,the in-
dustrial workers did rot like the pessantry or,at least,wers in-
differentsmxkak to them. Now,under the Communiat industrisllisation
program,workers in large mmﬁeru hed to be recruited from the
villages., Consequently,the attitude of the irdustrial workers
toward the peasant population chargsd considersbly,

Ingensrsl,it can be asid that,undsr Communism,clsss barriera
broke down between all classer,

E, Tntil sbout 1947 all persons in Hung had a equel charnce
of getting shead, From 1948 on until sbout 1953 the politdcal
attituds of the person concernsd was the moat decisive factor
in gotting shead, Clase origin wes slso important,but only if
it sccompanied ths proper political attitwde, A person who wes
of industriasl worker or pessant origins but did not profess
Commnist views wae unable to get shesd on the basis of hils
class origln or talent aloms, Talent,knowledge and sxperience
in themselves were not smough,

From 1953 on,graduslly less and less emphasis was placed on
palitical views.and claee origin. But,these factors remalned
important sll along,

s an individusl,the persorn most 1likely %o succeed in Hungery
is the carserist, By this we meagn the person who lis willing
to do practically enything to get shesd,and is cspsble of
settirg aslde hls copvietions,




V.80CIAL CLASS STRUCTURE AYD ATTITUDES

AMy father was a hotel owner until 1949, His fether and grand-
father were elso in ths same businesa, By selllng the propsriy
whiech he inherited from his parents,my father was able to bu¥
end oparate a medium sized hotel on Lake Belaton, When our hotel
wee nationslized,my father became a mansger of a amall hotel in
Peca, He sarned 1000 to 1200 forints per month,

¥y parents did not own sny real estate property besidse the hotel
I mentioned,

:gﬂrathar graduated from a gymnasium; my mother graduated from
Hungarian equivilant of = busines collage.

B, The soclgl classes in Mungary ere the industriasl workers,
the peasants,end the iritelligenteis, There is also the group
of merchants and eraftsmen which belongs mneither to the
intelligentsis nor to the irdustrial workera, "hey are some=-
where hslf way between the two groups, In Hungsry I have had
contect with g1l these classes and groups, I conaidsr the
industriel workers the most constructive soclal elass in
Fungary. The Hungarian pessentdy kamw is too obselete and
backwerd in mentslity., I have had contect with all these
classes gnd know them well.

T consider myself to be a member of the intelligertaia.

¥Wnem The Commalsts first wiped out the aristocrats ermd the
entry, lNext came the destruction of the industrial ¢nF1tﬂliﬂts.
086 tWo groups wers the so-called "exploiting class." Tha

next in 1line were the owrers of the middle estates.Then cams

the different categories of peasanta,and finglly the industrial

workers, I think that ell Hurngsrian social classes were #ffscted

by Communlism,but the most effccted were the eristrocrats ard

the mentry,because they were abolished entirely.

¢. Onder Communiem a new kind of intellegentsin wes cresated,
This new intelligentsia had s much better opinion of the
industrial workers and pessants than the old intelligentsia,
which very often had been inclined to look down upon the
lower social classas,

The Hungarisn psasants hed never experienced anything good
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IV, EXPECTATIONS OF HELP FROM THE WEST DURING THE REVOLUTIORN

A, During the revolution we did not expect arms or military
assigtance from the West, e diocussed these problem 1n detall

at that time. We knew that such militery eid was impossible.
t,we did think thet diplometic pressure on the Soviet Union
would be enough to malke her withdraw from Hungary, We attrivuted
mich more power and importance to the United Mations then 1%
venlly had, The most we hoped for at that time was that ths
United Mations would send observers ard,perhaps,an internationsl
- pelice force to Hungary.

C.The only foriegner I encountered during the entlre revolubtion
in Fungary wes a Western nawspasper reporter. I do not know his
neme nor the paver he repraserbed, We did rot learn anybhing
from him, He was the one who asked us mmerous questions about
conditions in Peses mrnd 1ts vicinlty.
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Gradually our Freedom Pighters disinbtegrated, At the end thers
were only about 400 of us fighting. Orgenized fighbing on our
pert contimued about November 10,

Tt 18 interesting to note that on llovember 8 thirty-nine Freadom
Pighters end two Russlsns,sll of them severly wounded,were mr-
dured bv the AVH snd the Russisna, It was our custom to gmiher
our wounded who meeded siedicel attention inone epot and then
thlephone the embulance service in the city to come and glve
them medicsl essitamnce, On thie ocemsion,ths cell to the ambulance
service was intercepted by the AVH. They came out dogether with
the Russisns ard murdered all thirty-nine Froedom Fighters and
the two Russierns,

We were vumnning out of supplies and smmunition. Unsble to main-
tain contect with eanch other,we were 8plit up 1n small groups
of not more than twenty or thirty Im Froedom Fighters in each,
On November 11 we were completely surrounied by the Rummlens,
We told everyone to fight his wesy ocut of the ring the best ha
asould,

On Y¥ovember 11, sbout noontime,my group was asble to beeak thm
the Russien ring in the south~esstern dirsction. We hed a two
hour gun fight with the Russiansgbut finally managed to bresk-
out. One Freedom Fighter in ocur group was killed ard seversl
of us were severaly wounded, Ve wers able to go on side roads
ard scrose fields for a short distance, Later on we acquirsd
trucks. We went straignht for the border but,hsd to shoot cur
way pas® Russisns several times on the wey. Fins of us resched
the Austrien border thet evening, It was high time to lesve
Hungary because I had only three more bullsts left.

#h Despite the heavy losses in lives and the preasent terrcr
which is refwminx reigning in Hungery,l think thet our couniry,
on the whole, has gained by the revolution, The entire world

has witnessed the heroic struggle of Hungary sgeinst X%z her
Commnist oppressors, The Hungsriam revolution will be some-
thing which will be remembered in the history bocks of centuries
to come.
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ammunitibn into the Mecsek Mountains, About LHO university
atudents snd young workers wers there ready to fight.

Before the .inssian attack sterted we had passed word to the
militia to go either to t ha VMecsek Mountains or to stay at
home ard conceal the fire arme, We destroyed the greater
part of our files and packed what we wanted to telke with ua,

The Russians ceme in and begen disarming ouwr soldieras and
militia. The FReedom Fighters began to evacuats the olfty

a8 hed been plemmed., I wes smong the last ones to leave, fe
the telephores were out off,I made the rounds tellkking to the
looal Workers' Councils,gnd to the srmed groups. I told them
vhat todo,erd was able to leave the clty anly about moon,
Some fighting at the outskirts of the oclty started at 10s,m.
It sesmed that bhe Nussgians wamrted to pgo with terks to the
Maceek hills overlooking the eity.They encountersd the re-
siastance of the Freedom Flghters.

Lts Col. %F”:fﬂg_ was very embittored end ssld that he would
atay at ¢lty hall to give the city over to the Russians,
sald this was the militsry custom. I heard later thet

and some of the other officers who had been cap-
e Russians were taken to Budaspest, I fear that he
had been hanged.

The Rusaisne sttacked the urardum mires with 8l ternks quite
unexpectedly. This waz in the early hours of November |,
simaultenecusly with t he atbtack on Pecs. The guards at the
uranium fields were taken completely unaware, They sufferfed
heavy casuesltles,

The miners in the cosl district were mble to withstand the
Fassians for two daye, The NMussigns were gble to mareh in
only on November 6.

Approximately 2000 Freedom Flghters had gathered in the
Mecsd® Mountairs, Zmky They were the miners,soldlers,
uriversity students from Peos ard the industrial distriects,
Beside this mumber there was also approximately 1000
neasants feom the villages, In &8ll,there were about 3338
3000 Preedom Fighters in the Veecsek Mountalns,

Tha Fresdom Fighters were divided up into small groups.For
saveral days we were eble to malntain contact with each other,
The telephones were operating and ¥k some of the hunting
lodges in this district were ecuipped wlth phones.

But,we hed difficulties in pgetting suppliss erd smunitlon,
Fortunetely, the miners had brought aloe stlcks of dynamits
which we could use sffectively agalnst Rusalan tanks,
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1ndustrisl workers to return to work,

Tere Was more rews of constankly returning Ruasians, For this
reason our military people worked out a stratégic plan.It was
decided mot to fight withind the city,amd not Bo £ighi defend
1t, Any fighting and resistance would take plecs in the hills
outside the city. This wae the so-called Mecsek mountains, Ve
krew it was Impossible to defend the clty becuase we had hardly
any ertillery,end no tanks, W1l we had wers a fow mine throwers.

On November 3 we received information that the Russiana wers
advaneing $wamrd toward Pecs from the direction of Dombovar
and were svidently planning to surround the eity. That night
I md two other Counocll members were sant put by the Revolu-
tionary Workera' Council fo telk terms with the Russians.

We demended to know what they wanted s rd why they were
spproaching, The commander of the lusslen t Manks told me
that he did rot have instructions to enter the eity.The
repson he wes sent here was to safeguerd the Russisns who
hed been employed st the uranium mines, Ve told this officer
that the Russigns had 1eft on October 26 and 27.Ha sgld some
of them were still missing. Ve promised him to find any
Russiang who mey be hiding snd reburn them gafely to him,
but aslked him mot to enter the eity in order to evold blood-
ahed., Yo also asked him to warn us in advance if he should
want to occupy the elty. We told him that our intentions
were to evoid bloodshed at all costs,

That right we t elophoned the Minlstry of Home Defense s~
mesting instructions, We were able to talk to & colornel
from the Yinistry of Home Defense. We told him that the
fussiens were nearing Pecs and asked him what ©o do. He
answerad "Son,hesn't there been enough bloodshsd plpeady?"”
Wher. I pressed him totell us what to do he sounded wvery
svasive, My impression of the entire Mirdstry of Home
Defernse was that it was esebothging the revolution, So

many eontrdicting orders had bean issued by the Ministry
that it only servad to 1ncrease ths confusion,

The Russians stepted their attack at dewn the next mornlng.
oUp telephone wires were immediately cut,but we wors sble
to inform !udapest ®hat the nttack had started. The Russalans
é1d not belephom® us in advarce as they promised,

The previous day we hed sent s large amouft of arms erd



o TR . e ST Tl e ol

_— o EE s -

36-M
te 13 /111

cepital to sttenl the first mesting of the letionel Revelutlonary
Council which was convened by the revolutionary leader,Dudas,
Our purpose was primarily to gather information erd to evalulte

the politicel situastion.in fudspest.I had mmmim recieved lnstructiom

from the Hevolutionary Council suthorizing ms to acknowledge
offioielly in the neme of our Revolutlonery Council the Imre
lagy govermment 4if I should ses fit to do so, Before the meoting
I went to the party hesdouerters of the SmalleHolders and
Soelal-Demoerstic Parties,which were then being revived. From
the infpomation whieh I reseived here,I gathered that the present
composition of the Imre lagy govermment was sultable for =a
temporary goverrment, Therefore,before the meeting I wert to the
Parliement and wanted to inform Imre legy that the Revolutionary
Coumeil in Pecs officilally recognises the present Hungarisn
govermpent, I was rnot able to talk to Imre I-'-ag,{ himself ,but to
Colonel Toth,tho was the commander of the Parliement guards.

The eomposition of the Nationel Revolutionsry Council,headsd
by the revolutddnery leader,Dudss,seémed a bit too reactlonary
for pood, Therefore,l ooposed the motions to place the

imre llagy ermment by the letionsl Revolutionery Courcil,
Howevar, s meeting was very useful in as ruch es I wha gble
toc gather muoh information concerning events and the operstlons
of other Revolutionary Counclls,

o aprived in Pece by ear in thd early hours of November 2,
Jeveral times on the wey we were stopped by Freedom Fighters.
When we armdved at Dombover,we were informed thet the glans
were moving 380 tarks in our dirsction I'rom Szekealfehervar.

On November 2 we toolk lLl} AVH officers énbo cuabody, We locked
them up in the Peca prison with the lational Guard guarding
them.Moat of ths offleers were glad te give themselves up
besause they wera in fear of their lives, Until now,they hed
been constantly staying at ABH headquerters, Thej eleven
sommanding officers of the AVH guards at the uranium mines
near Pecs had been staying at home, We imposed house arrest
on the four or five top Communists who had been staylng st
the Party headcuarters in Pecs, We told these pecple that
we are telklrg them inbo ecustody or plseing them undsr houee
arrest for their own good,

Things were réturning back to normal sgaln in our clby. The
atreet-oars were rumning egein, The ppblic utilities em-
ployees were at their work,But,ws could not perauade ths
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They lived in Fees proper,but on the October 26 and 27 they
left the city In oars ard trucks,

on Octobdar 29 we fresd all political prisonérs in the Pecs
prison, We also let cut thoss persons who wers sentensed for
merely ecornomle crimea,

I fmgt forgot to mention that the executive committes of the
Revolutlonary Workers! Coumcll consisted of twelve membors,
_ 2 gheirman of ths emesutive council was % military cormardar

All of us remlised whet would happen to ua if the reseiution
failed, I,myself had been in prison,sc I knew what was weiting
for ma, But,I think ell ths others reslised just ss well, But,
somehow, o one thought about the consequences,;lo crne wes reslly
able to reslise the significence of our sots,

0. We had a brain trust of four or five men,and in their opinion,
it was impossible to believe that the Russien withdrawsl from
a8t would be fingl , We realised that,for militery ressons,
and for reasons of priltigld;thn Fuesians eould rot evaouats
f

E:'u.tgm « 4t would have me the collapes of the entire satellite
_:z‘l « But, somehow,we¥ were hoping azainst hope snd expected a
mirpale to pen,

We firat heard sbout returning Russians on October 31. Ve were
able to mainptain direct telephome ¥inss with all parts of Huncary,
On October 31 I personally spoke with someone from Zahouy, This

is the Hurgerlan berder station on the Soviet frortier.l do not
tnow whom the person was I telited to,Ho told me that the Rusaian
tanks sre comirg Irom Csap irto Hungary, I must have sounded
skeptlenl,because the person sks asked me'Do you want to hsar

the tanka ¥ourself?" I éald I did,mrd then he must have talen

the phom outside hecause I was able bto clearly hsar the

rumbling eound of tarks vessing by. The person told me thsat

thie tank wee the 8L th which hs had sounted thet day, I told

dm that he should inform the Primeé Minlester Iure Hﬂﬁ immedistely.
He sald he had slresdy Informsd him,but the Prime Minister was
urwilling to believe his information, besceuse the Somist ambasesdoe
Antropov had told him that ro rew lussian troops ere being

brought into Hungary,

On lovember 1 I waa in Budapeat with two other members of the
Locel Revolutionary Workera'! Counecil,lie were callsd to t he

o — Sl S S W e o — W e wem - R RS —— . — =
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one Blue Policeman., There was 1o disorder whatsoever in the
olty end the AVH men were told to remein in their barracks,
and not out in.ths streets, The mejority of the AVH men
“::::1 drafted for this duty in course of compulsory milltary
se 1 19

Oy the morning 6f Ootober 30,three young AVE gusrds from
the uranium fiklde ceme to me. They did not wear thelir
insigria, They told me that the ¥ 300 gnerds which were
atationed in the uranium fields were supposed to be #2 dia-
miesed from military service by November 1. They had driven
off their officers and some of the officers had aven been
beaten upby them, Youw,they wanted to po home, Moab of them
were peacsnt boys from Sestern Hungary, I gave them the
receseary pspers eid gave ordera to have a trein take the
300 young soldiere to iudapsst, Before folnz swey they gave
us gll their arme and emmundtion,

My duties as secrebtary of the Nevolutionary Counell wers
mmerous, For example,the marsger of the local matlonal

bark came to me end sgid he has wo money to pay the monthly
sslaries on the first of £ he month, He told me thal there .
were thirty million 2% forints in the National Bark ab
Negykanigse set maide for his use, Bub,he was uneble to got
the money. I immedistely provided e cer for him and an ermed
sgoard, They wnet snd brought the momey beok salely ard we
were able to pay our emplojees.

On gnother ooceslon,s delepetion of peasants cams To me Lrom
the povermment farms and farm sooperativef productlon grouna.
They wanted to kmow what they ashould do. I instructed them fto
remain ss they sre for the time being,and do everything to
supply the city and the Tighters 1n dapest w 1th food supplles
They agreed to contirue the farm cooperatives srd atate farms
for the time badinz and were able to supply us with (7]
168,000 leters of milk gar dey. Beside this,ve wers sble to send
20 to 30 truck losds of fSod every day to the fighters in
Budepaat.

The Pees regiment had compenies stationed 1n the towns of
Mohnes,Szipetver,5ead,and Xomlo. fll theso upite weras on our
side, They eet up road blocks en the roads leading to Pees.

A+ the outhbreak of the revolution,there were no 3Societ
pecupetion troops stationed in our county. The conly Fussiasns
there were the encirsers end officisls of the uranium mines,
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not to lmrry., I inestrueted him to take s telephone and call
Hie sscond-in-command at the AVH headouarters,instructing
him to recall,within fifteen mimites,nll guarde which ware
patrolling the streets, I told him thet I hsbdxbesrrannbis
wad hardly able to resatrsin the minsrs from coming to the
gity and attacking the AWH on two previous occasglions,liow,a
daiees miners were waiting at home for wy phons call, If,by
mrn.ing,thl{ do not get wmy phone ¢all,l wlll not talte any
responsibility for anybthing which may happen from then on,
I also told him not to try to leave the bullding wlthout
our permiseion,bacause there were ten or twelve srméd young
men there who were eapeble of detalrlrg him,

Allthis wae only a bluff. The miners I referred to were
aleaping peacefully at home, We would not have been able fo
disarm the AVH, There were pome 600 AVH men in Pece proper,
and about 300 AVH men guerding the urendum flelds nearbvy,

After short deliberation,Bradacs tock the telephons and tele=

phoned the AVH hesdquarters,giving them lnsatructlons which

I had requested, Tha Council iately sgreed that L&,Col,
should take over military commands of the entire

sounty. Lt. Col, Iukszar immediately ecospted him ee his

superlor,

In the norning we lmmediately telephomned ell fectordes and
minse instruoting them to erm fifteen or twanty rellable
workers each,

In the first days of the revolution the Commniats had armed
the workers whom they thought relisble, Their dubty was to
have been to protect the mines end fectories sgainet any
atterpts to ddebtroy them. Our workere mxs went %o thesa
armed Commmunists ard informed them that the govermment had
besen taken over by the locel Hevolutionary Workers' Councll,
and that thamhnuld give over thier arms ard srsmpdtion. to
our paonle, v eomplied slmost without exesption,

Where the workere ware not sble to obtein arme themselves,
we sent them srms whlch we recéived from the army. The srny
gave us 600 rifles and 20 machine-guns,amd 120 sub-machle
uns, Dy morning the levolutlonery Workers' militie waas
ormed and they wers petroclling thesastreete. The patrols son-
sisted of ons grmed vworker,ons xpmEf soldier,ons atudont nnd
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AMftor the meeting I waent to ths radlo studio and was con-
vinced there was not such need for me there, It was agreed
that in the future the radio statlion would broadcast onl
mepsages whioh were signed bty me. I had s reliesble frie
there in the studio,snd was corvinoed that everything would
funetion to our satisfastion,

That evening I went bmok to the City Hall, The e zdoutive
committee of the Workers' ﬂawlutinnar{. County Couneil was
ﬂ!i:.]i :h-:n. They elected me the secretary of the exsoutive
o theo.

About; 20% of the members of the Revolutionary County executlve
dormittee were voung radicals. 28§ 20/ were extremely cersiul
end agautious, The rest seémed indifferent, I thirk that perhaps
thies neme averante csn be eald of practieslly all vevolutlonary
committees 4in Hungary.

¥km It was hard So got eny #8 work done with some of the mambebs,
and they later had to bs rapleced by others, For example,one man
wanted compensation for tha four teeth which were broken by the
AVE when he was arrested by tha them g few months before.Dut,
fortunatsly there were many levelhesded people in the Council,
and 1% was eble to funotioch efficiently.in a very short time,

The young workers and students were the driving lorce of our
fevelutionary Counclil, :

re yet,we did rot recogrige the Imre Nagy goverrment. This

csme only efter November 1, The Bevolutionary Council deemsd

its most importent taak to protect ths county from the (lusalana
and Communiets., We wanted bto preserve the "achievementa of the
revolution”,.For this reason,it wes necessary to form & miXlitia
from reliable workers,pollsemen,soléiers,a university students,

We saw that it wee neocessary to disesrm the AVH &8 quiek ss poasible,
When we talked to Bradascs shbout this he was unwilling to compliy.

He said he could do this only on instrhetions from the Mirister of
the Interior.

We told him that we do not,as yet,recognize the govsrmment in
Budepeat. We want %0 Xno | % gnd for this resson it
would be mery asdvisable for him to rescell ths AVH guards which
were 2till patrollinz the sity, He was urwilling to do this,
but wiaen, st 3:30 A,M,,he wented to lesve the couneil room &t
the Clty Hell,vhers the mestirg wes taking plece,l %old him
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I,in speech,streased the fact that the AVH could rof be
trusted. Three days ago the cormander of the AVH,Colonel
Bradacs,solemnly amounced that he wes with the revolutlon,
He betrayed us the very sdext day.

Colonel Bradascs broke down completely, He probably had good
intentions and wes an idealist Communist, Up'til then he
probably thought thet he was serying a Just ceuse,

The Lt, Col, Gi!ﬁgﬂ. ,who wag the head of the military
science department o local university,and Lt., CGol,Bulkszar,
commander of the Kaposver reglment stationed then in our city,
were present at this meeting as represertetives of the ermy,
"ajor Nemes,the commardsr of t he Dlue Police,but who in reslity
wes known to be an AVH officer,represented the Blue Police ab
the meeting,

County
After my speech,as resolution was adopted by the/Workers!
Coureil that ths AVH ahould be =& dissolved and local govern-
ment should be entirely talten over by the NemkamstxlownsiXzy
County Workera' Counecils,

The young wrkers and students who were present at the meeting
guarded the AVH and Pollice commanders elosaly,and they were
uncertein whether they eould get out of the btuilding at all,

The County Workers' Council =esligzed that it was too blg and
cumbersome to operate ss a body, For this reason it waes de-

cided to slect sub-cormititees, I wses elected to a committes

whiech wes plased in charge of the loecal radio atation, Airother
committés wes pleced in charge of rewspepers and printing shopa,
Tunctions were thus didided, Speclel committdées ard sub-committees
were formed for publie adminddtration and for food supplies.

At p.m, the meeting was edjourned and it wae declded %o resume
the meetinz the next day,

Lt. Cols. ~ and Bukszar,with sbout twerty other Worisra'
Courcll members,were electad to the exdcutive ocommittee of the
County Workers' Council, Thae two army officers took thelr oath
of office and owore bo proteot faird defend our county agalnat
irwadera, 1t was evident thateve e EhmaEhk meant Hussians

by inveders, In this way, the Countjea Workers' Council,which

ueg later eslled County Revolutlonary Council,gained supreme
control ovor the entire distrioct,because the armed forces,

two regimenta,werd nt its dispossl.
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when the surrenderingz of fire arms beosme compulaory. /Also,the
Hungarian soldiers who wers sssigned to guard the coalmines,
geve us arms ard smmnition, We got very mich amminition and
especially hend-greonades {rom them.

By October 27 not only the miners,but all industrlal plants,

and even the transportetion workers in Feos were on strikse,
The street-cars were nob rumnning ard everyone was oubt in the
streets,excitedly welting for news,.

A mesting of all the max members of the Workers Counclla' in
the Peca district was ocslled for 9 a,m, am October 28 at the
01ty Hell, The purpose of this meeting was to elect a couriy
workers committee. It must be mentioned thet when the in-
structdone for electing Workers'Councils® had been 1ssued,ro
mention wee made of forming such courty Workers'Counsilaf,

The initistive to form suoch a county workers council came from
the worlters of a locsl tool maching fectory., This factory had
more than 2000 workers,

Soma TOO or 800 Workers'Council members were present at this
meeting, I chief of the NWH ard represertatives of the army
units in Pecs were also presert, A few poesant delegations
ware also thﬂﬁl

The reports and motions submitted by the chalrman were very
gensral ard evasive, It wes evident that everyone feared

the AVH which was present. An old miner was the fourth or
£1fth spesker. He mot up end said "We are now disousaing
problems which are insignificent, These problems of 1ittle
importence oan ba sebttled laber. Now,the most {impertart thing
is to get the Ruesians to lesve Mungery.”

This old worker recsived much applause,Until thep no one had
dared spagk openly, As it turned out later,the AVI mo% only
wes present,but took tepe recordings of all specches made at
the meeting.

I wae the next speaker, I eaplained thet the revolution Bad
won & victory in Dudgpeat, It was high time in Pagns to dis-
arm the AVH, This wes t he firat atep necessery to create
order in Mungsry, Other politicel end ecomomicel problems

ere of less importarce,mnd can walt., I mlso eaid that under
the exleting corditions, the Workers'@ouncil has new problems
to fese, It maest take over the loesl govéermment in our coumnty
beecsuse the goverrment in udapest now wes unable %o aet,
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found a 1lithographing machirne and prepared several hundred
coples cf our damanda,

About moon that dey I and two other miners went to the locsal
Party headquarters in Pecs. We demendad that they get in touch
kkoupgh throurh thelr direect 1line with the govermment iIn Duda-
pest and resd them our demards,

The Party hesdquarters buildirg wes completely occcupded by AVE
forcea, All of the MNH men wers hesvily sermed, Heavy machins.
puns were installed in the windows of the bullding, I snd the
other two delegates had ths feeling thet if we ever got oul of
here saf'ely,we could consider ourselves fortunate.

We started haggling.ovar our demands Wl th the local Communists,
It waa evident that both aldes were fightinf for time,

Finally, the loecal Pnrtgiaauratary agreed to get me the Prlime-
“infsters office over his direct wire. I wented bto spesk per-
songlly to Imre Nagy,but I was only able toe spask with Ferenc
Erdel, He hed once been Minister of Agriculturs,ard now I
thinlc he wae in charie of ths compulsory surrendering of agri-
cultural erops, I read to him our fifteen polints demmnde over
the thlephone. He hed a sterographer teke them domn in short-
hand, Our demanda included the il thdrawal of FRussian troops
from Hungery,seoret elections,nentrality for Hungary,Hungarian
control on mining of urarium,the Improvement of production
of armms,esto.

Ferenc Erdeil told me over the phone #haet he was not the Frims-
Minister,but was able to promise that the Hungarisn cabinet

would discues the demands of the university students and tho
various workers, He warnfed ues to keep cool,ard give the Rusalans
no cause for intervention. He sald that the Prime "inlster was
very busy ard was unable to come to the phons,but thet he would
personally send us @ message over ths Hungariaen rsdio,

Agshort time leter,among other messeges,the Primes Mimlster
announccd over the radic thet he accents our demands, He glso
gdvisaed ua to keep calm,

In the meentime,the miners becan to arm themselvea, Thers were
meny concenled weepons in our district, Most of these arms had
been found by ths miners in 194l and '45 at the end of World
Wer II, Manmy of them were hunters and hed concesled fire arms
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to diapuraa,tha-{ fired first in the sir,lster at the orowd.
About four people were killed and ten wounded,

This insensed the orowd to susch an extent that they wanted
to sttack the AVH men with bere hends, However, the commander
of the /AWH in Pacs,s colorel by the name of Hradacs,grabbed
the miorophone and eddressed the crowd., Eradacs sald that he
warted .to mvoild blocdshed ard that he too was on the side of
the revolution, To prove this he took down the red star fuxwm
from his cap and his AVE men did likewlse, He mmirequested
that the drowd dispurse and the erowd wes nalve amough to
believe Bradacs,and wambt home.

Previously,e five man revolutlonary commlttee had been
cquickly orgenized and its members wers to dlaocuss ths
situation with Bradecs, On2 of my friends was a member ol
this commlttee. Bradacs was willing to reweive them at AVH
headeusrtere,but,instead of talking to them,he had them
lécked np 1n cells.

The next day the AVH men put back thelr red stars and contimed
to patrol the streets. A curfew was announced,ard ro one was
allowsd to lesve his home after darlk, There was ro sign of tne
d;li;ﬁatinn which went to take up megotistiona with the commander
o e AVH,

The maxt dav I telephored the AVH and spoke to Bredacs.Il told
him that the workers were very furious sbout the detemntlon of
the delegetion which went to take up negotistions with him.I
told him that unless he geranteed to free the members of the
delegation immediately,the miners would go into the oity e
csuse trouble, The MWH commandsew promised to free the dels-
grkizmn gaten immediestely.

That dey,from the redio,ws heard further detaila about events
in pudepest. The minsrs chose me as omne of the membsrs of a

delegatlon of three to go to Party headquarters to discuss the
situetion with the locsl Comrmunists erd with the Party secrekary.

I drefted a fifteen point demand, Our demands were practically
idertical with the demands of the university students in Duda-
past. ﬂﬁmmmm:m:mnimmnma They con=-
tained only several demaerds whieh were adapted to the spacific
conditions of the local miners, I reed these demsnds to ths
miners at our shaft,ard they spproved,them with chesrs, Ve
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Counsil,in turn,elected from its members an executive committZee
of ten members, Ths origlnral purpose of the NWorkers' Councils
was to excerclse s certelr degree of control ofer management,
but,in reality,the whole thing was ornly a bluff which served to
ocalm down the digsatisfsction of the workers/ glvang them,

at least on peper, an insight toc manegement problems,

The local Barty Becrstary end the dirsctor of our mime informed
the members of the Workers! Counoil that they should consider

1t thelr duty te celm @own the miners who wers excited over the
dbésorders which were stlill contimiing in Dudapest. They urged us
to tell the miners that everything would be in order in & short
time and to persuade them to teake wmp thelr work.

On the afternoon of Ghtober 25 s meeting of all the miners wes
called, Here the Party Zecrsetery and the director held apesches
urging the minsrs to resume work, Ons of my closée friends,who
died in the fightinz after lovember lj,spoke up arnd sald mo ons
would go down s8 long a8 Hussign scldiers are murdering our
brothers in fudapest. He pushed the director nsslde from the
podium and was cheered by the miners,who resolved to go on
atrike until the Fusaisns left Hungary.

I immediately grabbed the phone and rung up friends at all
shaf'ts in the diatrlet of Pecs,and,in & quarter hour,cosal
production ceased in the entire Pecs coel basin, The miners
wers on strike durlins the whole revolution, Ornly meinbainence
workf was done in the mines,ard,in sll,only fifteen or twerty
carloads were mined for Budspest hospitals,

On Octobed 25 a large demonstration was held in the city of
Paos. One oy two Freedom Fighters came down to our city to
incite the orowd sgsinst the Communist govermment, There was

. not mauch reed for this,because feeling was wvery strong agelrst
ths Comminists and Russisrs, Some 40,000f people took part in
the demonitrationsg The meeting was rot organized, It atartasd

¥ on the mainsquere where loud-speakers had been rigged up some
time before to spresd Communiet propaganda. low,s crowd hed
gathered there,ldstening excitedly for news [from Budapest,
The demonatration started sapontareously. 1ts outbresk cen be
beat explained by mass psychology. The orowpd began to shout
the following slogann:"Russkies go home !","Down with Gero",
"We want sz new govermment","We want Imre lagy to be prime-
minleter". The demonstrators became very exclted snd startad
to tear down lled Stars, An AVH detachment arrived armd sttempted
to dispurse the orowdd, When the orowd @id mot heed their order
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TII, CHRONOLOGY OF PERSONAL EXPERIEECES, ACTIONS, ATTITUDES,
AND EXPECTATIONS DURIIG THE REVOLURIORN

A. On Ootober 22,1956 I wes in Pecsbanya cosl mine,sbout five
killometers from the city of Pecs in southsern Hungary, I was
anmloyed in the coal-ming a8 & oar pusher and lived in the
workere barracks not far from ths mine. lothing umisual
hp'pglnﬂﬂ that day. We heard that a Ilungerian goverment dele-
gatlon hepded Gerc was in Belgrade conducting diplomatic
negotistions with the Yugoalaf gorerrmernt. We thoughh theat
nerhaps these talks would brirg about some political hhange,
but we did not even dream of p revolution or thet it woul
bhreaak out the next day. :

lothing uwrmsuel hspnened eéven on October 23. Only on tha
morning of Ooctober 2l ,when I woke up in the workers barracks
and switched on the so-called "Molotov 3ox" (a centrel radlo
receiver with several loud-speskers in several rooms) dld I
hear thea sound of gun-fire over the redio. The radioc slso
announcad that courmter-revelutionsry bards had started a
revolt in Budspest,but thet the situation wae under contrel,
anl the Hung ah ermed foreces would subdue it in short
order., When we heard this we,ct first,thought that this wes
an inaignificent affelr of no EEEL zreat Importence, But,we
became suspicious when we noticed thet the govermment kept
pﬁl;naim the time limit for ell ipsurrgents to lay down

t arme.

Thess radio brosdcaste were the source of wEx much spesulation
and ocaused considepesble excltement smong the workers, When it
cama time for the aftermoon shift to go down to the mines many
niners refused %o pgo down, Thie in itself waa a grest thing,
becasuse striet discipline wes maintsined smong the miners, ard
refusal to stert work on time was cordidered & great offense.

At that time I was a member of the Workers' @Gouneils. The
Workers' Councils hasd been orgamized about two weeks ago.

Such councils were being formed everywhere 1n Hungary on
instructions from the goverment, The Hungarian govermment

was copylng Yuposlav's methods erd establinshing work councils
everwhere in industrial plesnts ard fectories,and also irmour
miree/,In order to "malke management more democratic| Our shaft
employed mbout 1500 workers., ss elected 70 representaetives
to the Workers' Counclls, I waes one of them. The Workersa!

- TS e e —
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i1, MAJOR SALIENCE AKD WARVAUP QUESTION

Faople here in the Tnited States know comparatively little
about Hungery,end about Certral end Esstern Europe. 1t would
bs nacessary to give the Amerloen public s complete phcture
of the history of ocur couniry ard of conditlions there before
the revolution. In the light of such informetion they would
be able to understard the aima amd purpcses of the revolution,
and the reasaons for 1its outbreak.
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18, Travels in U.S,: After lesving Gang Kilmer,respondent was
?t Eardﬂﬂnllagﬂ in upper lew York State,snd,since Feb 16,
n .IYI L]

19, Tmmediste plana:At present pespondent is employed by the
Hungarien Federation for Freedom Fipghters, He wishes to
fiﬂg some part-time Jjob and to continue his university
atudies,

20,Hes not been interviewed by any amE Western organizetions

21.Foreign languages: Studled Jerman in gymnasium for five
ears snd ls abls to malte himself understood. Studied
"ranch BE=z for four ysars and is sble to resd but not
speglt 1t,

Reapondent ie a young intellectusl of middle class bachground,
Spent five years in prison under the Communist regimes, Was =set
free Just three montha before the revolution. Unable to find
any other employment he went to work in s cosl mine,Intelligent,
gave good respport. Hia vilews,spesch,arnd manners are somewhat
0old for hia age. Silent,contemmlative type,very active during
the revolthion, His secount of revelutionary eventa 1a very
interesting in gs much a8 1t caests light on how the Freedom
Fighters were sble totske over in Pecs practically without
Firing a shot, Gives gn 1ntarast1n§ explanation on how ard
why workera'counclils¥werse organlized., loteworthy is his

information concerring the smuzgling of Free Lurope leaflats
inte prison cams,




