CHARACTZR DESCRIPTION OF RESPONDENT

Raspondent is a tall, husky muscle man who seems to have more physical
streangth than brains, but who stood valiantly under the flood of

guastions with which he was imndated. His charsctar is ome of mkiky gmiety,
and he doean't let himself be bothered with too many problems.

At an early age, his family life ssems to be normal. But his exdstence
until now Has been one of continuel hazards and question marks.

During many years of hardship, he had to learn by himsel{! to stand on
hia own feet,but the sudden change of enviromment reveals ths short-
comings of ths sell-aducstlon under Qommunism.

Respondent ¢sn easily be influenced by others and it is difficult to
kriow when hip opinions are objective or subjective.

Thia interviewer noticed also e slight tendency toward servility, although
this is based on his genaral desire to be kind snd cooperstive. On the
whole, respondent has yet to find here the snormous belance beilwsen
physical and intellsctual maturity, he was unable to achisve alons undar
the adverse circumstances of Communist dictatorship and oppresaion.

W




IT. MAJCE SALIENCE /. ND WARM-UP QUESTION

The most important thing the Americans should know iz that the Hungarian

Revolution was not the fight of the Rungarian mation only against t
Sovist Union, but of a1l the captive East European nations. This revolution

also revealsd that tLhe Russians are not as strong as the [ may think
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ITL, CHRONOLOGY OF PukSONAL cXPERIMNCE, ACTIONS, ATTITUDES, AND
EXP-OTATIONS DOHTNG THE HEVOLUTICN

In the morning of October 22, wa met at Codollo:. The atudants of

Sgegod had left the DIST end eatablished the MESESZ. On that aftermoon,

at this meeting we worked out & program with several damends we wanbed

to put before the govermeent. The desmands were similar to other universitiss,
desnite the faot that we didn't know sbout them.

In the evening, two students from Sgeged arrived and lst us know the
program of the « We deacided umenimously to leave the DISZ

snd creale our own MEFESZ . The DISZ secrsiary stevped domn amd our
director geaided with our prineiples. Only two professors disapproved and
left the mesting which endad at 2:00 AM. We decided to hand over our 16
points Lo the government anc if it didn't accept them to demonatrats at
an undsterninsd date.

At 11:00 AM, on October 23, we got a phone esll from the Undversity of

Technicel Sclences in Budapest informing us that a genersl student demonstraion

was to be held that samz afternoon. The coursss ended sarlisr and our
diresctor tried to get a specisl train for us to go to Budapest which wa
finally didn't get. The students and the profersora had to take the regulsr
train and srrived somswhat late in the Capital. As for ms, I hitch-hiked to
Budapest and arrived at 2:30 A at Petofi Square.

That wes the meeting place of the students. The sixtesn points were read,
the mtional anthem was sung &nd poems were recited. Then wa want to the
status of Gansrsl Bem. While on thes way, we ocut the ODommuriist emblems

from the Hungarian flags. The PemSquare was crowded and groups kspt
arriving. The soldiers put out the Mstional flag on the nsarhy barrascks and
an airforce officer came ocut and told us that the srmy wes on our sids, but
the soldiara wers not permitted to leave the barrscka despite our demmnds.

The demonstration should hsve ended there, bul sombody suggested that we
go to Farliament and thie motto spresd in ths crowd wh ich converged to the
other side of the Danuba. It was 7130 P, We wanted Imre Nagy in the
government. The writers spoke to the people who listensd to Dery but
refused to listen to Gyula Illyes.

The studentz remembersd the radic and two cars of students went thars
although we had told them to wait for the rest of us. The actor, Siltovits,
recited the rmatiomel song of Petofi,

When lure Nagy arrived arcund 9:00 P, a car came from the radio with the news
that the AVHwas throwing teargas bombs into the crowd. The psople thought

it wan a trlek to disperss the srowd and they didn't move. The car went

back,

Nagy began his speech with the words: "Dear Comrade" but the crowds shoutsed
him down, and he began again by sajipg: "Dear Friends". But the belcony frem
which he spoka was in darkness and he wons pot alone there. His spesch hed

no effach on the crowd.
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Tha news came at 9345 that the AVO was shooting at the psople. Tith a
group of Agricultural Scisnce students we decided to go all together to
the radio building. Our slogan - our motto - wzs: "Those who are £ -
Hongariana, come with usi" Many people came with us.

Farlier, s delsgetion of workers from Csepel, came bsfore the Parliament

and scolded us for not having lat them kmow in time about the demonstrations,
Later, they went to throw down the statue of Stelin and work ceaned completely
gt Ceapel.

When we arrived pear the radio building, we saw cars buming on the streets.
It was & ons-sided fight as the orowd had no weapons. We wanted to send o
delsgation into the building to read the sixtesn points, and we held up a
white flag of truce. The secret policman shot at us and a womean mes killed.
We continued to move forward, and an Army Saptain was ghot beside me.

When 1 carried him to the cormer of the street, he was already dend. Thr.e
tim:8 ws tried to enter the bullding and sach time those who were in front
of our group were shot st, and killed,

A- During the demonstrations, I felt it was the only way to amsliorate our
axistence. I was filled with enthusiasm. I didn't think it would degansrate
into

and that the workers were in similar mood. The more our gtrength grew, ths
more I saw..l felt that if ths government didn't accept the people 's demands,
an exovlosion may ocour.

formed

The University and second school students fumgik the majority of the
demonstrators. Later many workers joined them after work. There were also
many women and old people moved to tesrs, but not too many young children
yel. They all came to demonstrate because they longsd for fresdom and
all were dissatisfied with the Communist regime.

The demonstrators had no nominal leaders. The students simply went out on
the strests but there was no leader the crowd could follow., It was lead
by 2 common goal — to get the Russians out of ths country and to have free
elections.

The crowd was in no mood for compromises - compromising on the essential
issuss. It wanted the realization of all siztesn demands and kmsw too well
that acoeptance of ons or two of them would bring no chenges at all.

The army conflict could have been avoided if theAVH hsd not fired into the
crowd. But the revolution vas unavoidable unless the govermment accapted tho
peonles demsnds.,

The Fighting. The secret policemer saw that the people had no arms. Soms

cam® out of the radic building only to killed with stones by the people.
We took away their wespons. An ambulance bringing emmunition for the AVE wes
overturned and itsdriver killed. An oftficer brought eight truckloads of
Students from an Officer's Training School, but they had no emmunition - orly

empty weapons. When the crowd saw the MaNY xxxfRmctEmdstahodtnchecane xinfuristed.

dsad and wounded, it bacame infuriated.

i
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A tank officer want o his barracksend came back with several Lanks

vhich surrounded the racic bullding, but bhey had no arms and offered only
the good protection. Tt was 10145 P, We got newa that tha btullding of Lhs
Szabed Nep hid been attacksd and oocupied and that the paople were buwrning
the communist nevepapare. I laft tha sceme 23 I had no weaven and returned
by traln to Godollos

On Octobar 24, at 4300 AM, I laft Godollo with all the old people I could
gather. The train wss filled with young workers and psasapts going to fight
in Budapest.

The radio studio was fimally taken but it wess too damsgad to be used. An

old man gave me & machine pistol which he could not use and I silencad an

AVH man who wes firing into the crowd from 2 window. T'hs AVH also shot at
ambulenees and we silenced a.verasl of them nesar the netionsl mseum.

Forty six poliomen were taksn prisoners. Three were beasten to death by

the crowmd, and the fourth wes killed later. We went from ope plece 10 ancther,
studapts and workers togather, as ihsre wzes no organized fighting.

The people got weapons from the barrscks end the students taught those who
didn't know how to use them. A% L0200 AM, I saw the first Russian tanks.
Thay didn’t fire, yet, but pushad aside ths people. A tsank ren into a house,
and its crew vere beaten to daath by the people.

I took part in several isclatsd fights. We sav an old woman killed by
the AVH and slso many first-aiders. The Apheneun printing shop begsn to
print revelutionary leaflets. In the evening, I tock a pile of the=e
papers snd ment by foot, and lz=ter by car, %o Godollo. At Kisparcsa, thare
Yas an army control pnint.. We picked up & worker who tol'us that at the
AVH  barracks at Kisparcaa, four students fromOdollo were killed that
day. At Godollo, there were Hungarian Army units “ith tarks, The Bussians
did not interfere. In the morning, the police had shot ons person during a
demonstration. Later, some hundred,-twanty students whom ihey had arrested
wara freed.

Early in the morning of Octobar 25, I returned to Budapest by foot (25 milen) .

In the aftsrnoon, I went to Parlisment and saw the desd and wounded there.

I gave my weapon to somebody slss and began to carry the wounded and to recruit

blood donors for the varicus hoapitals.

Puring the following days, I stayed in Budapast end heloed wherewver I cocld,
The medical students worksd herolecslly day and night in the hospitals - drove
the ambulencse under enemy fire, and didn't go to slaep for several days.

On October 30, I went homs to Ssekeesshervar.

AL the eastern railway station, ope Hussian tank stoppsd and itscrew gou

out, glad to be alive, and gave the tank to the pecple. Unfortumstsly, nobedy
knew how to drive it., On the othsr hand, in front of the Metional Musesum,
Husalans seated on a tank, ralsad thair hands, and then shot the psople around
thalir vehicle « When 1t was through, many pecple said what they had dona

in Bodapest was awful.




At Szkessshervar practically nothing heppensd, sxcept that ope Hussian traln
poigg to Budapest had baen demmilad. There had been a demonstraticn and the
ADH had fired into the crowd. When I arrived on Ootober 30, thare was

gensral constermation-fyorgy 4ikes locsl armycommander and s [sllowrcomumist
could pot be dismissad. With other studenta we forced him to resign. A certain
Majoer Popp organizad the Nationsl Cusrd.

October 31, I reportad for service with the Natiomal Cusrd. As the officers =&
didn't care sbout un, we asnked theam to givs us the weapone and we began
to traln young secondary students.

On Wovember 1, at 9:00 PM, we had an alarm in the berracke. We reglized that
we ware surroundad by Russian troopa for the night.

The next day wa aliminated soma ADH men. During the night we were again
surrounded by tha Rjssiana. On November 3, T went to see my mother. There
were two Husgian barracks nearby. In the evening, the three anti-tank guns
we had in our barracks weras taken out on the Commander's order, and once
more we were surrouncded by ths Hussians. I went to bed extrems ly tired that

evening.

On November 4, I woke up at 4100 AM at ths first Hussizn gunshot. Ve had
orders to get ready but not to shoot: I tried to shoot dowmn a Russisn officer
but my officer took away my weapon. Then we saw many Hungarian officers

being taken priscners. Thay ware shot later. We also saw Major Popp interpret-
ing for the Russians. We took all the weapons and ammunition we could, &nd
forty~four of us got out of the barrmcka and went into the countryside rear
Mor. Eight of us remainsd topgether and went to Varpslofe. On November & we
heard shooting nsar the minss which wers sttacked by the Hussiana.

We heard from the radio that they were many deportations of studants. I told
the others that we should go homa. We gave our weapans to civilians snd
went back to Szekessshervar,

On our way back homs, we realiced thet ths ADH - thes secret police whom we
had taken prisoner would retaliste sguinst us. It was then that we declded
to go to the West. I found our strest fillad with Huasian tanks. I teld my
mother of my plana, I laft Szekessehervar on Nov. 7, still hoping Ghat the
United Nations would intervens and that our stay ip Aus=tris would be temporary.

We left on foot, got rides on cars aleng the Lakes Belaton to Sapolcoa. From
there we reached sasily bLhe border which we crossed on Sunday morning, Nov. 11,
after marching more than 60 milea-

B. I heard the term Ir=edom fighter befores ths radio building on Oct. 23w,
All those who could gat wsapons, fought. Studente, workers, soldisrs,
poliohen, intellects, children, women, oldy and young. Those who
couldn't get weapona, didn't Tight.

The fightars got arms from the dead ensmi=s and the ermy barracks.
The fighters were not organized and no liaison could be met in betwsen

the various grours. There were only local leaders, but no ome could command
individually, Later reguslr Natiomel Ouards were organized.



. never had any Iesr during tha fighting.

I thought the U.N. would help us 1n some vay - police force, or sanctiona.

In cass sach help would have come, wa could have won, but without it I felt
we would losa.

L knew on October 23 that Oero had called in the Russlan troops. We knew
vhat a8 covard he was and how little he trusted the Hungarians.

When the Russians withdrew from Budapest, I suapacted a trickery as they
had entrenched themselves around the city.
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EXPRCTATIONS OF HELP FHOM THE YWEST DURING THE REVOLUTION

A: I hoped that the West would give us weapons, but didn't expect to
recaive soldlers. I thought that the United MNations was & strong
organization which had moral weight and which could eventuslly
force the Hussians to give the rights asked for by the Hungarian psople.
We heard that an internatiomel police force was sent to Sue2, and hoped
that the sams would be done for Hungary, but we were gulckly disappointed.

Bs My bopes were baged on what I krew before about the UN. According to
the charter of tha United NMationa, the organization should have intervansd
in Hungary. As for the Western radio bracdcasts, what they said was
only "calks".



V. SB6IAL CLASS STRUCTUHE AND ATTITUDES

A. Respondent's family background,

My father was a Worker before 1945, and is still & VWorker today in an
hunting ammunition factory. My parents divorced in 1945. My mother ownped
a grocery store which was Mationalized inl951. From then on, she had to
work in a State store for 700 forinthe g month. She still owns a very
small vinsysrd where there is fruit trees today.

dy father completed elementary school and my mother secondary school.
B. Soclal classes in Hungary.

(10 There are three main social classes: the Intelligentsia, the Workers,
and the Peasantry. The Intellipgentsia c¢onsist of the office worksrs
enginesers, army offjcers, plant managers, orofessors, and terchers, agricums,
city students, lawyers, doctors, etec. i

- divided into
The workers consist of the industrial workersj skilled and unskilled workers,
and of the collected farm workers.

The Peasantry consists of the individual farmers, the collective farmers,
the middle peasanta, or so-called ko-lacs, stc. 'Eh-ra are practically no
more peasants without land.

The class aliens were the small businessmen and the craftsman.

I knew well all social classes - the least, the intellactuals. I worked
several tim=s with Workers and got to know them. Later, I studisd
agricultural sclences and got to know the peasants better.

Practically, one camnot speak of "classes" as nope of these classes was
united enocugh. They were all divided and this division was done by the
communists. Maybe the most united class was the Workers class - united by
the trade unions, even if those unions were under communist domimation .
All three classes didn't like the present regime.

The peasants were always very diligent. As for the workers, they had to
work even if they didn't like it. The intelligentaia didn't receive an
adequate salary for its work,

From the Conmunist peint of view, I was a class alien. In reality, I belong
to the University intelligentsia.

2. Hesction of the different claesses to Communists

The Infelligentsia had the most dilficult & tuation, since 1945. Their
children were not admitted to schools and Universi t{aa. The psasants
opposed Communists because it tried, through collsctivisation, to take

avay from them the land they received in 1945.

The Workers were disillusionsd by the low wages and the high working norms.
At first, the Communist slogans attracted a fraction of the workers but
the bad working conditions made them change their minds rapidly.
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The little intelligentsiam sided first with communismy mt they were
foreed to write on command and thay also beocemea disillusioned. An
axample is that of Zoltan Zelk. These pacple actually sparied the fire
of the revolution, effer debates of the Petofi circla.

The Intelligentsias and the Peasantry were hardest hit by Communism.
The intallectual children couldn't go to the Universities, and the
salaries were low. Only those intellectuals who belonged to the Communist
Party ~ who sympethised with it, or who supported it, could go. But this

was & small mrdockkepes percentage.

As for the peasants, the deliveriss were sc high that if ths pessant fulfilled

them, he had nothing to 1live on. A2 hé had no machines, he had to go to
the St=ta Farm where salaries ware very low. The lowast wape was for
harvesting -~ 1t amounted to 1 flordn 82 per hour,

The land they could own was limited. Those pe=asants that owned more than
10 holds, or 14 acres, were consldered ko-laca.

0. The way the different classes felt about sach cthar.

There wers many contrasts betwesn the various social clssses. The Workers
were placed above all classss. The Pessants were their associates and ths
Intelligentsia could not share this power, &s 1ts ranks wers, allegedly
underminsd by the reaction.

The Workers did not trust the Peasanta a= they thought they wers Coamunista.
And vice-versa. Only the young peasantas snd workers got to Jnow and to like
each other as they worked and lived topsther and thue found out that they
had similar problems.

In brisf, the comrunist propoganda succseded then to keep the classes away
from each cther, but in reality it brought them closer and parmitted this
unity whish we saw on October 23, 1956.

The I tsllectuals were unhappy to see the Workers supplanting their children
in the Universities. Many workers and pessants didn't understand that the
Intelligentals was forced to work for the regime for very low wagss.

1. The most important factor was to go ahsad ; political views, then the
family regime and fipally, the talent. If ons had lots of talent ome could
go ghsad, but one had to keep one's mouth shut.

Until 1955, the student of intellectusl origin was systematically excluded
from the Universities. In 1956, during a periocd of rehabllitation,many were
taken back.lindsr Imre Magy, in 1953, thare was a slight relaxation which
was suporessed latsr by Rockozs

2.Those who can &dapt thamselves te any clrcumstances, who can hetray
their friends and bscome turncoats would always go ahsad with the communists,

F. The Party Offleiplm, ADH and Army Ufficials belonged to the privilegsd
category. There was a smal] fraction which was completely iselsted from
the people and lived wwell, Tt's only contact with the psople was throogh
ths AVH
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VI. Family Life upder Communism

¥hen both parents in the family had to work, thes mother couldn’t properly
geducate the child. The tiss bstween perents and child were loosenad. The
child sought a freer way. The child was under the influencs of the
Communist education. They wers taken out of the hime at an early age and
very often didn't see their psremts. The r=rente had less influence on
their children. When the child noticed that his parents often didn't live
togather, he thought differently about family lifs and his moral attitudes
vere consequently affected.

In this respect, the peasantry was the only class where family life remsined
close, The above mentioned remaskks apply to all the othar classes with the
Workers asthe biggest victims. The parents were tired and nervous after work;
thachiildren sew their parents cuarreling, etc.

H. How the children were brought up

1. Communism changed this, too. Bach young child had to belong teo an
organization where he lesrned nothing but communist propoganda. The
parents wers not supposed to apply ohisicel puniehment, and tha children
knew it, and took advaotage of it. As & result the children obeyed less
and they simply ¢idoft do whet they were told to do. Of course, there
were exceptions, In my family we wers not too young when these changes 1
ocecayred and our family life remained fairly normal. The younger children
wera affected.

The ohildren of intellectuals and peasants obeyed more. Whiles the young |!
varkers became independent at an early ege &nd cheyed lesa. /

The apirit of discord in the hom2 clashed on pollitical life. The parents
hed their former expsriences and opinions. &t sheeol, the teschars had to
teach communism, often against their own vill. Often the children didn't
know whom to belisve. Uf*en ome membership in party communism oreated

nf one parant or child, crsated many difficulties within the family and
was almays & negative factor in family life.

C. Marrisge, Courtship and Sex Aabits/Battles)

As for courtship and merriage, there were many diffarsnces, all depending
upen tha individuals considered, The pessantry remaipad attached %o th ir
forier petterns; the in¥telectuals continued to prefer Lo murTy smong
themselves, otherwise family troubles doubled up. The workers met in the
factoriss, but had little time to know each other well,

Ag for morals, the situstion deteriorated. The girls behasved more freely;
the boys locked for adventures. This was caused by the Communist educatiom.
Boys and girls were always together and given plenty of opportunities to make

miatakaa, The ragime glorifisd *he umwed mothers. There were many illigitimats
children who were raised either by the State or by their mother. Wife and

rmsbend were often not living togsther. There were many illegal sffairs and
cases of unfaithfulpess., As & result there were more divorces. People got
marrisd too young,without really knowing esch other because the courtship
was very short; moreover, the child—which is the main slemsnt in the
solidity of the family - wes often pot with the perents.



economical
2. Prostitution wes illegsl. The bed biming conditions were opne of its
factors.

3u Abortion was officially prohibitedby the regime. Sexual problems were
not discusaec In the press but were debated at the University. In this
respect, the Communists were not different from other pesoplas.

D. Friendship

1, Affects of Communism on friendship. True friendship was rare as people
didn't trust each other. Thay were tense and had to fight for their daily
bread. Nobodyknew who wes the ALH informer - who had this, or that opinion -
All these guestions wers answered only laat October. In brief, pecple had
less friends than before Communism, They mostlykept the old friends,those
they knew before Communiam.

When somsbody joimed the Commdnist Party and had a friend who was a olass
alien, he would have had to break the frisndship. As for me, I would not
have been his friend anymore - just, perhaps, his conversation partner.

E. Crime and Algchclism

1. The number of robberiss and crimss inoreased becsuse of the difficult,
matarial cirocumstances.

The number of crimipal women and juvenile delinguents increased even moTe.
This was caused by the lack of proper education. Thechild was not understood
and wanted to have a good time and soms adventures.

The police was effective in most cases, and did a good job.

2: Alcoholism increased, mostly among the workers and the psasants who
wanted to forget their meny mm worries end troubles.

Jampacs
3. The Ypmgaks wers young boys and girls who became indeperdent workers at
an early age and wanted both to be noticed and to have a good time,
could be recognized by their dress and lack of good menners. They couldn't
tell the difference between wrong and right. Some were orphens, or youngstsrs
who couldn't study.

The Communists exxagerated their behavicur. I didn't like them == they had
no respact for women and had no morals. In meny cases they were real

crimipela anpd it wes dangerous to go at night to Pobamya or @intyelford -
two worker's districts where they were wide spread.

The people who couldn't gst jobs, or didn't want to wark, were punished by
tha regime 1f they were caught. Some became crimirals; or others just bad,
or hanged around.
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VII Relggion_
A. The gffect of Crymenist rule on religious life in Hungary

Ons day, in 1956, the Farty Secretary came to tell us that he had seen
meny students in the church and that this could not be tolerated.

There was no religlous instruction in the schools. Ons could receive it
privately butthls was written down on our cadre-file end one was often
berred from school. Officially the State did not interfere in the affddrs
of the Church but those who practiced their religions hag trouble at their
place of work.

The Catholic Church was the hardest hit bscause it offared the strongast
resgdtence to communism. The State tried to make use of the Democratie
Priest - the so-called Democratic Priest but paonle didn't atiend

when they said mess,

Communism had the same effects on the ‘rotestants. The Jews were maybe
the only exception.

B. Role d faligi Hesoondent's Life

Hieligion is the most important instrument in education and is a very
important factor in my 1ifa.

It 1s an squal factor in my 1ife - than in the life of my parents. I
think T am as religious as the average person in Hungary,

1 usually went to all the churches where I was not lmown, and whers
I could not be recognized.

Ca T £ ean C atate

The most important factor is that the Church should function freely, and

atay out of politick. The Eovernment should not interfere in its activities
and vica versa. The churches must educate honsst man. They should have shhools 2
supported by the Stats or by the faithful.

If the churches educate ths children adequately, film or book censorship
i3 not needed, a®s those people will not go to see immoral things. The church
would advise but nmot forbid.

D. The Jewish Minority

1. The Communiste didn't oppress the Jewish religion. Thess people were those
who could adapt themselves the best to communism. <ayba becauss they are
shrewd. Cenerally they did whatthey were taldto do and this was the most
important thing under Communism.
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2. At the end of the war, the Jewish sitvation was tragic as the
Cermans wanted to exterminate them. The Hussians realized that they
could be used and paid. They trusted them more than the Hungarlans,

The Jews served communism on every line and could go ahsad in great number,
but many were business men who were hurt by the Netionalization and

didn t like the Heglme for that. They could go more esarily to the University
and wers always prefered to other Bungerians. dany ware Perty members

but 4+ don't think there number was comparatively higher than those of

the other Ferty msmbers.

3« Meny Jeaws fought with us during the Hevolution butths majority of them
remained passive and steyed at home awaiting the finsl outcome. They wers
probaebly afraid of their future.

4o Tmring the MESESY meeting when we ssked for the Russian withdrawal,

a Jowish otudent asked: "Who will defend the Jews against eventual
daportations?™ Ve told him that if his conscience was clear, he had nothing
to fear end that he conld trust his own country. Only those who played &
big role under Communism in the secret police, or elsswhere, have reasons
to fear from an independent Hungary.
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VIII. The Hungarjan Youth

A+ By Hungarian yuth, I copnsider all ssecondary school end University
students, the young workers, psasants, intellectusls from 15 to 28,

B. The role of tha youth during the Bevolution. The first spekk of the
Ravelution wegs lighted by the writers, btut on October 23, the msin role
was played by the youth., Later, the youth wes not alone and the whole
nation wza united ageinst Communism, as the problem to be solved was a
naticnal ops, but the majority of the fighters were young people.

Gensrally, the older psople feared for their job and thelr femily. The
young people had less to lose. All 1 had to fear was either to lose my
lifa, or to be kicked cut of the University.

The University stuodents had & brosdar horizon and knew batter of the
world situstion., Ve all felt it wes the right time to act 1n order to
achisve somsthing: Ths Police exsmple was before us and also Austria's
independenca. Finslly, the Universiby students were more united than any
other group in Bungery.

The older pecple admired the youth and supported it everywhere. Hefore,
many thought that youth was lost and misled by the Communists. The youth
became the hero of the Hungarian mation. For the first days we were afraid
that the older pecple would not support us actively but when they helped
s our opinion sbout them was similsar to thelr opinion about us.

C. Sghools and educstiopal gystem in Hunrary.

In 1951, my -other's store was Mationalired and we were classified as
class gliens. ¥or & faw wesks I could not be zdmitted to secondary school.
The teachers were allunreliable, politicslly speaking and were all dscent
people. The quality of the ipstruction, espscially a8 far as the technical
courses were concernad, wos sxesllent. But general education was limited.

¥han I graduated from the Apricultural tecnicum, I was admitted with e delay

to the University by showing Worker's origin. I had trouble with my
professor of Hussian who made me flunk after the first year.

First, the secondary schocl had to recommend & student to the University.
This depended upon his talent end his kadar file. Uften the le7 er was
the most important factor. At the examination of admission,preference was
given to children of pessants snd workers. If there were more vacancies,
the in‘ellectuals were admitted, and finally, the class aliens.

Each faculty bad a fixed guota of students. The students were put where there

was room for them. I wanted to be a mechanieal engineer and they put me in
ggricultural selennes. I hope that after five and a half years of atudiass,
I shall be able to complete them hers.
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At the University, requirements were heavy. Those whe were not rellable

. politicelly didn 't receive the marks they deserved. Wa had thres hours
seminar end four hours lectures of Marx's Leninism. We didn't have so much tize
for ona single tanchical course.

With & few exceptions, the professors were all decent pecple -even thoss

who taught Marx's Lepenism. The most stupid ones were the womsn professors

who kmw only the farty history snd nothing about technical problems, Most

professors taught befors Communism. A few assistant professors had studied
. in Hussia and were Communists.

E. The Compupist indoctripation of youtli.

1. It 18 true that the Communists spent much time and effort to indoctrimmts
the youth. Ws hsd to go to politiecsl dissussions in the secondary schoolsj
t~en, there were continual mesetings, radio speeches, newapaper articles, eto.
Politics were brought even into sports.

2. The Communists didn't win over those who lived through World War IT and
will pnever forget ths hormrs committed by the Hussiapa in Hungary. Also
the youth experisnced sll the evils of Communism and saw through sll
the fallacies and contradictions and simply couldn't believe them,




IX. HAJOd DISSATISFAOTIUNS AS ¥elT IN EVARY-DAY LIFE

A. Haspondeants mein dissatisfactionss "I was very dissatisfied by
the circumstances in which my family lived. Hy wether lived in misery
with a modsat salary of 750 florintha. I had Lo unloed railroad freight
cars or clsan snow in the winter in order to pey for my studies, as my
scholarship was insufficient. I never had ome ouiet moment, and never
knew when I would be thrown out of the Univera ty.

B: The people complsined most about the miserable wages for which they
had to work day and night. They had not encugh food and no fuel in the
wintar.



X. THE SCONOMIC LIFE

A: The standard of livine.

320
1, At Codollo, I lived on & scholarship of Forinta a month -discovered my
rent and food cost 287 Forinta. As the food was very poor, I had to spend ¢ e
remaining 33 Forints, toco. I could go, maybs, once a month to & movie. I shar-d
my room with thres other studenta. We had two bunks and opne table. While in
Budapest we were twenty in the room and it was impossitle either to rest or
to work.

I #till nesded money for my books, clothing and to visit my mother. When I
played with the volley ball, or basket“all teams I could earn another 40
florints per month. I used to unload freight cars at the railway e-ation
where ona could earn between 25 - 55 fYorints a night. I got once & suit
from the University which the Russians stole last fall during the revolution
when they looted the whole academy.

Clothing cost and caussd the most difficulty, together with books which wars
very expensive (200 forints for one semester),

I considered it a luxury to go to a movie or to travel homs to visit my
mother. I made four trips in a year and & helf, slthough the distance was
only 75 miles. To go to the theatre was a big luwkury.

My Tamily's standard of living declined after 1945. My mother worked aver
sinca then. Her earning went on food; clothing. and fuel were harder to

get. My mister nursed my grandmother who has bsen i1l for six years. She has
a small gerden and this providad some food for us,

The best yeer was 1948; the worst was 1951 when my mother was unemployed for
8ix months.

s I knew an englneer who earned 3,604 forinths a month. Hs wife didn't work
and could send their son to University at their own expense (cost 500 forinths
a month). They had & two room apartment.

Je What accounted for the standard of living wes the fact that all the
products went out to the Soviet Union, whers the standard of living was even
iower. The Bungarian goverrment was a puopet in the Russlasns hands and obeyed
sll their ordars .

Ce Retail pricas in Hungary

1. There were no differences in prices betvean the State stores and the
free market, but the quality was bettar in the free market, especlally the
fruits.

<: The quality changed constantly, depending on the production. Sometimes,
the goods were prepared too rapidly.

3. The distribution system was unjust. The citles were big comunist projscts
were under way were given privileges, but the stores had gbout the same
products to sedl. Transportation mas zood. There were some cases of spoilage.
Somutimes certain goods, like toothbrushes, could not be found at all.
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Oenerally speaking, spare parts could not be found at all. Torch light
batteriea, bkckcle chains wers very hard to get

4. Bread, at certain times - lard, and meat were of short supoly.
5. Washing machines, for instence, were too expensive tobuy.

6., THE BALCKMAREET. The black market was wides-spread after 1945.
Later, it was replaced by the so~called "under the counter" ssles.
Friands distributed - that is, sold foodstuffs for themselves. This
practice was fairly wide-spread. Lately, the store employses woauld give
gsome goods to their friends. The peasants would sell what we eat under
the maximum price, or sell products without authorigation. If caught, a
store manager could get five to ten yesrs in prison.

E. Country Life and Agriculture in Hungrry.
1. I prefer to life in the country becauss 1 am & great friend of naturs.

The agricultural workers had a better dlet as they were closer to tne
foodstuffs.

The genersl standard of living was higher in the cities, |

In the country it was more difficult to control the political 1ife of
the peopls who lived fairly isoclated. Ths control of the AVH wastherefore

raaker. '

2. Hes nts opinions about colle seflon.

thoughts. ..
When collectivization was introducted, I had two contradictory msoosssnc:.
maybe collectivization is good because as agricultural production would
be organived, but I knew the nature of the Hungarian peasant who doesn't
like to work for somebody else, ar to be forced to do somathing against
his will.

Todey, I sse that such a foroed collectiviszation carnot be a sound
economic basis for a ocovuntry. The collectives must be woluntary and not
be organized from above.

Collectivizdtion was opposed by those pesacsantswho had the most land, and
by those who were diligent. Those who had no land and could have lived from
the othsr peasant's work wars in favor of it.

During the revolution, many collectives were dissolved bacause the members
were disestisfied. Some collactives alepo warse heavily in debt with the
State.

3s I would prefer towork on a private farm as I would get a decent salary.
The norms were so high on the state farms that one couldn't earn one's daily
breads The same appliesto the collective farms.

If an individual farmer wants to have his work done, he had to pay more
wages inorder that the workers didn't go over to the collectives. The collact-
ives, tisd on by norms, couldn't do the same.
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In &n indapendent Hungary, everyons should bs free to choose a means
of production as he prefers. In my oplnion state

farming is not rellable
and the majority of Iyzespoms the Hungarian fa mers would choose private
farming,
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XI. THE POLITICAL LIFE

A. The situstion bafore 1948...

L. Hespondents intersest in politics:

Before 1348 I was not the least bit interested in the various political
perties. Thess parties only weakensd the nation end diminished its unity.
But I knew these parties were nscessary in a democracy. 4y mother was not
interested in politics. I don't know my father's opinion as I hadn't
seen him since 1945.

2. _Hespondent's fesl gbout the Comnunist Pa-ty before 1948,

I thought that the ideaclogy of the Communist Perty, which we wers taught,
was o stupldity . It's realization was impossible ss everyone would be
thinking the =ams way. I didn't know snything about bela Kun and the
communists of 1919 before going to secondary school,

Today, ! think the Communist Farty is 2 perty which hes an idedology
which cannot be reslised. It cannot even ba cszllad a party , but rether
a systam of co-—arcion lmese-< - +ha people.

B & 1948 9Nuoe

1. The members.

The first group of communists were those psople who were without work or
who had very hard work before communism and who hoped to have a better
1ife under communism. *hey were of low cultural level snd didn't undsrstand
the idehology but only the slogans of the Communist Farty.,

Then, thers wsare those who were asked by the Communist Party to join and
did for fear of losing their jobs and by lack of resolute thinking.

The third category were the communists trained in the Soviet Union.
Rakosi, for example, wee & prisoner of war in Hussia during World War I.

Finally, the careerists, who becams party members in order to make a
career and earn good moneys.

The majority of thes members were in the Communiat Party for the money,
ard not by convictlons

2. The ¢ 8 rty Policies

The first policy of the Party was to win over the middle peasants and
to neutralize the Kulac. This was folloved by a policy of liguidization
of the Kulacs. In 1953, the Communist Perty tried to make concessions
to diminish the gulf between the Fsrty snd the people, and also to
improve the sgricultumml situation. Rakosi didn't like 1t, and in 1955
returned to the old policy.




Moscow directed the whole economic and politiesl life until 1953.
Imre Nagy made an indspendent move, but this was not tolerated ard
Hakosdi was reimposed in Hungary.

The differences within the FParty became apparant - evident~- in the
Seminar debstes but were not known to the public. R vas in
disagreement with Rakoai and waa executed for this. Vany peovle wars
axcluced from the party.

3. The members could not fresly express their opinion, but many didn't
approve the policy of the Party. Thare were many exclusions and withdrawals.
In 1953, those who had faith in the party broke down & little. Some
preferred Nagy (Medje) new plans. Durire the revolution mony wers were
afweid while others fought wi th the paople end destroyed their membership
BErds.

4e The top lesders of the Communist Party are not independent men. They
feel for tha job, which depends on the Soviet Union, whather thay are
convinesd communists, or not. Hakosi was a communist's communiat.. Gari
was a carssrdst...Dobl, a puppet. Gardar (f) & man without character. They

must be die-berd eriminals capable of doing anything to achieve their goals.

CoOpposition to the Communist Government.

1, Such opposition slways existed. In 1953, there was an agricultural
strike when the harvesters throughout the country refused to work. Only
after Nadje speech were they willing to work.

Many people left their job or slowed down their work. The prisona wars
contimually filled with paople. The opposition came mestly from the
peasants and the workers while the intellectuals were not organizad.

The effect was ftather negstive as more people were arrested. The agricult-
ural strikes of 1953 brought only very few concessions.

1953 was the peak year. After that the AVH clamped down. Only in 1956

did the oppoesiticn astart actively again with the debastas of the Petefi
Circle. I also heard of some kindof strike, either Csepel workers, but
I cannot remember the ywar.

3.The activities of the intellectuals. I heard of the Petofi Circle at
the University as we reczived the text of some of the debatash=ld by the

Circle., Lster I kept myself informed *hrough the d Cazette.

The writers had refussd to write what they were zsked to write. A Russian
women writer cems to Budapest and told Dery and othars that thay were idéots
to write what they were ansksd to write.
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Tha writer's opinions were thes axprassion of the people's opinions.
A metion cannot be oppressed intellectually, politicaily and economieslly.

I was surpreied by the writer's views because 1 thought that they were
Communistas - Zelk, for example. The debates of the Petofi Circle wers
without a doubt the proprietery sigmal of the revolution. They orsated such
an atmosphere that only a4 spark was needad to start the revolution.

I think the writers performad a very positive tesk befors the revolution.
Leter, many fought with arms in their hands.

The inellsciuals etood up against the regime becsuse they thought that
the Ireadom of thought was supprassed and they thonght they could
mev r write nor think zs individuals.
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THE APPARATUS OF POFER
A:  Tha secret police , or ABH.

1. To those for whom money was more important than life and honor joined
the AVH, but meny people were forced to join by threats.

Cne of my friends was arrested and relsassd two weeks later after having
been beaten up for ressons he never told me.

I hsard of ome secret policemsn who committed suicide after discovering
thet the man whom he had beaten to death in a dark cell was his own father.

fie It is true that people lived in constant fear and anxisty. Uns could
not make a step without fearing arrest by the AVH. This apoléed equally to
student, worker, peasant, etc.

5: The informer asystem wes wide-spread. dost imformers were intorested in the
monay and some were forced to work for the secret policéy. In many cases the
people knew those - w o the Informer was. At Codollo, it was & twenty-eight
year ald student reglat:ored in the first year. We threatened him and he
.sked to be transferred to another university. Another student informer was
slmost strangled once, and I'm sorry we didn't shoot him during the
ravolution. These people were rejected by the population.

&. Yenerslly speaking, it was possible to avoid trouble vi th thes AVH
by keeping once's mouth shut, but one was very much observed especially
bscaus: of family origin.

7» The soldiers drafted inteo the AVH may have sided with the revolution but
not the officers.

f.Al1 AVH men deserved to get the rope, or jail cell as they have much
wiyd on Lhelr hands.

s The Regulsr Police. The truas police was pe.tly under communist influence.
They remained politicslly passive as moat of tham were older men who didn't
like the regims. D

laring the revolution they pave their weapons to the people, and many fought
in uniform or in civilian clothes. Later they incorporated with the National
Uuard .

The police worked efficiently. It was not possible to bribe themsexcept in
the villages as the police was afradd of that practice.

H. THE COURTS.

L. I think thet before 1945 money could nmot influende the judpe. But I
don't knos of eny concrete csse ge I was too young 8t the time.

"he People's Courts of 1945 -47 suprorted comnlsetely the aims of the
comnunistis and pessad Lhe sentanhces thay wanted.
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Today, all courts &re instrucoted from above. heavy sentence when
it come=s To so-called politicel crimes.

0. The HUNOARIAN ARIY.
l: Hole o d Revolution.

The Hongarian Army was & positive factor in the Hungagian Revolution.. It
supoorted wherever it could but its unifisd action was prevented by the
betrayal of the top commanders. Whers the officers were communists trained
in doscow thay preventsd the soldiers from fighting. At Szatessehsrvar
Commander WMikes threatsned to shoot every soldier who lef't the barracks
to join the revolution.

I was not surprised by the Army's actiona. Wost soldiers were young
paasante or workers whose life was just as difficult as the other pecople's
exlstence.

2. Life in the Army. Bvery-day life in the Army was inhuman. It was wonder-
ful if we could sleep two nights a week. We ware treated like dogs and the
fodd was dreadful, We had potatoes and black coffee twice a day. The
mejority of the officers wers Communists and had differencs of wviesws with
the non-communist officers. They used the soldis s for every purpose; an

of ficer who neadsd apples, for instance, would send a soldisr to stezl soms.
If he refuaed, he was locked up. The officer's cultural level was very low.
The degree of culture determined their beshaviouw. Some didn't even know that
one had to have a high sohool diploma before going to a university.

Most officars were well trzined but somewere tood stunid and din't know
how to dismsntle s mechine pun,

Politicel lecturss outnumbared the other courses for three hours every
second day. The students krew more about the Smsxk this topic than the
officers who gave the lecture. The other soldiers slept during the courss.,
or listered without understanding.

The soldiers couldn't do any resistence as they wers under strict super-
vision.

D. THE RUSSIAN ARAY TROOFS IN HUNGARY.

1. The intervention of 1848 was an insignificant factor compared with

the atrocities committed by the Russians in 1945 in the eitiess which

no opa can forget in Rungary. 1 was only 9 years old and I was besten

to blood with gunbutis by Russian scldiers and almost shot with my mother
grandmother, aunt and sister. The Hussian soldiers had seen our redio and
fqeoussad nps of sending news about them to the Cermans. Only an officer's
intarventlon saved us.

Along the street at Szetessehervar, they shot all the men they could find
and sat fire to the houses. The peasamts retaliated by pojsoning their wine.
The Kussisns stored all our balongings and burned what they couldn't kake BWEF «
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3. Ihe Russisn troops staloned in Hungary before the Reyolution.

I knew well the Ruseian scldiers and T played soccor with them on the

sama field. They clanped a lot while in Hungary. They were astonished by
the atandard of living and asked us how it was possible to live like this?
Thoy liked Hungary sconomically and said it was a very rich country, but
politicelly they felt the same way ssthe Hungarians apd msny said that
they cidn't like the Comminist regime which was imposed upon them. They
also felt the lack of freedom of expression.

But there ware many =ild beasts among them.

I eaw officers and soldiers alike as Sezetsssshervar wig one of the main
Ausgian in Hungary. We also, did black mirketing with thenm.
flussians wanted to merry Hungarisn girls and to remein in Hungary but
the Hungarisn girls didn't want them.

Thelr behaviour was not very good. They often would sttack wonen in
da k streets. In general, the Ruséians stationed in Hungary 1iked the
Hungarians even if the Hungarians didn't like them,

I met them on the Soccor field or nesr the tarrecks andwe have never
come imto a publiec plece with s Russian.

There seemed to be a difference between the officar and the soldier.

4o The Rupsisns at Szetessehervar were completely passive during the
ravolution, They were resmoved betwesn Nov. 1 and 4th =nd sent to
Czackoslsvakia. The freah troops were wild animsls who didn't know whare
there were and aaked whare the vas and looked everywhers for
Cermans and fascists.

5: 1 heard of Soviet soldadrs helping Hungarians before the Farliament.

1 saw a Hussian officer being shot by his scldiers after he erdered them
to shoot at the Hungariana, I also hesrd of Soviet soldiers who deserbed.

Joviet soldiers fought at the side of Hungarisns before the Farliament
on October 25th when the Hussian tanksfired againat the AVH.

I didn't hear of Hussian soldiers fighting sach other.

6., The Russians had not enough courage to comnit individual acts of
brutality. They only dared to shoot &t the people from their tanks.

E, THE BAUROCRACY . T e whole administration was eaten up by beauccracy
and the moat simple affair took months to be settled. Fapers had to be
m=de out for everything,and this slowed down the commerce, the production,
everything., My edmission to university cost me much time and effort.

The functionariez wsre not communists and worksd to 2arn their daily bread.
in the councils, in the offices the communists were always praeant, The
people wer: not intarssted in the functioreries who trea‘ed them rathar
passivaly. During the revolution,most functiomarisa fought but ths fraction
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stayed away in fear of losing their job. In general, they did their
Job well.

2.8elf-criticlam was 3 mask the people wore. If somebody wanted to clear
himself he used it.

F. It was possibls to a certain sxtent %o arrange an alfalr. It could
happan when one looked for a job, or at the admission to the University.
If one knew well a member of the admission board and could bribs him with
money, one could scmetiies get admitted to the University.

The functioreries who were caught were dismiss=d and Jailed.
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XI TTASSESSUENT OF FUTURE PROSPECTS FOR HUNGARY

A. Raspondant 's gusssas and hopea for the future.

If Hungary cemsins in Bussian Hends, the situation will only deteriorate,
Economically and politically and ths embitisrment of the Bungarian ration
will only grow.

I'm afrsid that the Russisns will soon start thelll Worla War and they
will paver give up their dresms of domimation. Their low standard of living
woy influence them but the Soviet Union will lose the war, as it is too
wesk insids and many oppressed paople will turn sgainst it. In Bungery the
paonle do not war, only freedom.

B. Hasoondent's hope bafore the revolutiom.

My only hope was to make some kind of s Yiving, and I thought that we would
never b= able to break amey from ths Soviets.
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1IV. S0CIAL, POLITICAL AND ECONGHIC IDEOLOCGX.
ke I want o free and independent Hungary similar to Austria,

life in the street and agriculture should be doubled-up (7). We hsve

no national resources for hesvy industry.Hungrary should produce, especially,
articles of prior necessity and suppress the smelters of Sstalinverocs, for
which we have noiron ore. It should double-up the production of fruit and
grapes, which are our best products for export, with the Hungarian wheat.

The lareg state enterprises must remsin in the hands of the state while
the smll on=#& whould b= in privats hands., These enterprises should be
sold indtead of being given back to the former owners who should recaive
a2 certain componsation 4f their enterprisa was nationalized without
compenaation.

The land of the collective farmes ahould be returmed to the respective
owners. The atate farme should belong to the villages and distriocts

interasted.

The State should not bs a dictator but an advisor. It could tell the
peasants what to produce In & given area.

The mtiomalization of the industris]l plants was good as it helpsd to
better organization. But the workars were at the msrcy of the state.

The trade unions wars 2 state organ and the workers daprived of their
right to strike. The workers should have their four independent trade

unione and the right to strilm.

To set & maximum to the amount of land anyone may own is a corrset idea
which could prevent the return of bigger astatess and of having peasants
without any land at all.

2v I would prefer a govermment which guarantess the persomal freedom of
the individual as it a4ill gives the possibility to have a better standard
of 1iving at a later date. Under dictatorship things always remaln the sams.

i1l parties shoold be tolerated in an independent Hungary. In & free election
the Communist Party will never get one vote from the peopla.

Ce The international position of an indepsndent Huneary.

I want Hangary to be a nsutral cnuntrr; like Austria. It should msintain
and double-up cultural and sconomical relstlonashipe with all countriss
on the basis of equality.

3« The Danubien federation is necessary. [ think it's desirable because
the e conomisns of the nations of the Dapubian hasin can complete sach other.
Such federation could be ereated withoul too many difficulties, and the
majarity of the Hungarians would spprove it.







THE FORMATION OF PUBLIC OFINION

A. 1. We discussed Khrushchev's secret speasch to the 20th Farty Congress
at our political seminars at the University.

2. I didn't know about Senator #cCa thy and sbout the un-American
Aetivities Gommittee.

3. Rakosi spent 16 years in jail. I only imew that he had a Mongolian
wife in a resort area nea Lake Balaton.

B. What Respondent resd: I read the newspapers SZABAD NEP and SZABAD
Ifjusag which were compulsory for the students. Il also read sport magarines
and university newspapars.

I read all the technical books lately. £arlier I read a 1ot of Hungarilan
glaseics, as my sunt owned a bookstore. My favorits authors were Gokykit
gardonyi and Miksath. In the secondary school, we had to read the

Hussian books, classics and communisis. I resd more while I was in secondary
scnool.

2. People read more under communism as they were more interested in
politics. Bucanse the good books were prohibited everyons resd them. More
people went to secondary schools and felt the desire to learn.

The intellectuals read the most The workers read technical books and the
peasant also read a let.

3s I selectsd the news I read and knew what waa progpoganda and what
was true., I didn't believe the doctars about production and the indxwmk
informstion regards certain point policy events. For example, certain
figures about Soviet agriculture were absclutely impossible to mmakkxex
achisva,

My aunt received once a month the weekly edition of the New York Times,
and a friend of mine translated it for me. I saw that it was really
a8 very thick paper.

4s The Comrunists put on the index all books on religion and pre-war
politica, like, for instance, the BBASS TREATY OF TRIANON. I was auvthorized
to take out pooks on the indsx from the Univeraity library for my studies.
The people kept thos books at homs and lent them to each other. They also
could be found on the balck market.

Cs I got, by wordt of mouth, news about foreign politics. At the political
seminar, thia news was confidsntial but w passed it on. The professors of
darxism and Leninism read W .stern newspapers, listepned to the Western

broade: ats and except for the women war not communists, and actuslly helped
us by giving out the books on the indax and the Western informstion.
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D, Esp.cially the workers, the peasanis and in general, ewverybody talked
about politics, at their place of work and at home. This was only among
family and trusted friends and strangers were not trusted. The people
didn't write about these matters and all telephone conversations were

tﬂprﬂdw

F- For financisl reasons I went very seldom to tha movies. Maybe once
a month when a friend could pay for me. During the year and a half that I
mas at the University, I want twice to the theatre.

The movies I liked the best were ONE SIM{sR OF HAPFINESS, a Swedish film,
and an Italian Opera film about Verdi's Life.

The plays I saw end liked were THe SFAN'E LAKE, a ballet, and Benk Ban
by Joseoh Katona.

I didn't like the Russian films and glways fell asleep as they had
no real substance.




XVI. EVENTS OUTSILDE HUNGARY.

A. Hussia. happan

1. I think changes may momodesssm through a revolution. The Hungarian
University students in the Soviet Union were sent hom= and the Rassisn
students are restless, too. the russisns don't like econmmicsvery

muc b

2., If Hussia had free elsction, Communism would be rejected.

3. The Hussian leaders are a group of a carearists who want to dominate
the world.

B. Bastern Europg.

1. Polsnd is most popular in Hungary. Its fate and aspirations are
similar to those of Hungery. Czeckoslavakia wasn't popular bscsuse it
sarves completely the Soviet Union as its most faithful sattelite.During
the Hevolution, the Cmesks showed no sympathy for Hungary and many
Russisn troops came from Czechoslovakia,

The Hungurians have sympathy for the mations neighboring them, tut not
for thelr govermment., which are not independent but under Scviet direction.

The Albanlan and the Czeck student at the University. They were allright
but I could never find out whather they were communists or not.

2: Free slections wauld mean ths end of the communist government in all
the Eastern couniries,

Czechoslavakia has the highest standard of living; Romania, the lowest

C. FOLAND.

l. Poland is falling back again under Russian influence. If the alections
would gemarally have been completely free Gomulka would have baen oustad.
The Russians will ligoidate him. They cannot tolerate any matiomel communish
wnich malkes concessions to the people.

2« The demonstratlons of sympathy for the Poles wers the {irst step of the
serias of revolutionary moves, Befoare Oct. 1956, the Polish evaenta had no
effects op Fungary. We didn't dispuss very much the Polish cuestion at thes
Seminar.

5= A partlsl result, such as the cne reached by the Poles iz not sufficient.
1 approved of the Rungarian revolution which showed the only way to @min
complate fresdom.

D. YOCOSLAVIA.

L. Tito ws the proof that the Moscow road was pot ths only cath lesding
to socialism. We never understood Tito's policy betwsen sast and west, or
his attitude during the revolution which wes very unclear On one hand, hs
remsined mmessive snd on the other hand, he took in the Hungarim refugess.

I do not know the Yugoslave pesople well. In my opinion, there standard of
living 1s higher than in Hungary and Tito may be popular but my opinion is
based orhat I have heard from the Communist propozsnda.
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ASTA AND THe WIDDLE EAST.

1. Chipa was an overpopulated ares which lived in misery; a facter which
attracts comnuniste, It also was an agriculTural country with undevelopm d means
ofproduction. The people's culturel level was too mimitive to understand
communism.

2 Communist China is more d@ndependent of loscow than the other satallites
bacausa it is much bigger and mach stronger country than the others.

5. 1 cannot give a realistic answer to the cuestion regsrds the relation
batween England and India.

6. The Natiomalization of the Suez canmal and the Anglo-¥French intarvantion
wera both illegal. An intermatiomel canmal which connects twocontinents
camot balong to one stats.

With no war in Sgypt, the UN would not have had its hands tled down and
could have helped Hongary which might well be a free country today.

F, WEST GeiUANY.
1. West Usrmany's standard of living is much higher than in Kast Oermany.

2: I have no opinion about the West Uermany social democratic marty.

3. In my opinion the Jerman who can think of startirg a pew world war is
not normal .

4o Weat Cerman rearmement is necessary to have a stromg country in Europs.
Otherwise, the Hussians can run over Europs any time they want. They kmow
will that the Serman scldiers are smong the best in the world.

5. The Yerman army had more modern equipment and an iron discipline -ths
oppoaite of the Hussian army. Both armies weme unpopular in Hungary ard
disliked by the population.

3. WESTERN LUROPE.
I heve no opinion sbout the British labor Farty.

West Cermany has the highest standa d of living, followed by GrsatBritain
y 1taly has the lowsst.

H. THE UNITED STATES.

I wasparticularly impressad here by the develoomesnt of mechanicalization.

2. The US should ask the Sovist Unlon to withdraw its troops from Eastern
Europe and to allow free elesctlions so that esch country can choosa a govermment
of his own free will., Otherwise, the Soviet Unlon may be excludad from the
United Nations.

1Z the IS gives a lcan to a country which is under Hussian dependence, this
only helps the Soviets. Today £L1 Yugoslavia is indepsnendent from Hoscow.

3.The US muet pot recognirze the present Hungarian goverment.
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4s The Hungarisns would like to see more Westarn visitors, in order to
know the l1ife of the West in direct copversations.

5. They woald like to receive Western books and periocdicals for the
sama obvious reason.

6. Exiles shoulld rather not be zssocisted with such activitiess as this
vill give the impression that they want to express their own oplnlons
and even to distort the facts.

7. I don't remember well the Marshall Plan. I think the US wanted to help
Burope and to do business at the same time.

8. The US fought in Korea because it wanted to help the Korean pecmle
against communists and slso in order to protect Itz own material interssts.

« Impressions of the American Domeastic Scena:

1. In Hungary I thought the differences between rich and poor were huge.
Today, I realize that the standard of living is not so different. The only
difference is that one man or snother has more or less moeny in the bank.

2. Tha American trade unions are very powerful organizations. They have
smployment insursnce and united efforts for higher wages. I don't think
they are left wing.

Their oresent powers ere quite mfficient but must not be curbed.

3, Crime in America is not ats wide spread as the Communist propoganda
tlﬂl-ﬂ 08

L» I ecannot compars Americen rnd West Buropean schools snd universitlass because
I don't know the latter ones.

5, The way the Americans spenc their free time 1s according to their own
cultural level and interest and not only in drinking.

G. THE UNITED MATIONS

The United Nations sheould have followed the Cha ter and asked the
Soviet Union to withdraw i8 troops from Hungary if it didn't wart 1o be
expellad from the World Organization.

Today the United Matlons is just as useful as an umbtrella after the rain.
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KNCWLEDGE AND ATTIDU«S TUFARD SELECTED PEASCORALITES

d¢ I could nsme only great leading Hongarians but there l= none who can b6
called the greatest.

Bs Imre Ragy, a comrunist but also an Hungarian who precalddmed his
gountry 's nsutrality.

Gardinal Mindszenty, a victim of Gommunism.

laslo Rajk: a faithful Gemmunist who had nmech blood on his hands.
Erne CGero: the grestest scoundral and traitor.

Janos Kasdar: A Communist mercensray and Hussian puppet

2, President Eisenhower, a good statesman
Secretary-Censral Hemmarskjold - no opinion
Dulles - a good politician
iden - I didn't always agree with his policy, especially about Susz.
Truman -~ He was not & bad politieian

3. ¥ikoyan. A Vile scoundaral. Capable of anythin;.
Nahru - & two-sided politician
Chiang Kai- shek — no opinion
Ferenc Magy - & fallen star from the Hungarian political sky
Roosevalt. We shall never forgive him for what he did at Talta for
Hungary ,
Adenausr. A man born for statesmanship. :
Stalin? A post-office robber who wanted to dominate ths world and |
used all possi le msans to achieve his aime. |
He
dalenkovs A scoundral like Mikoysns
Francoi: No opinion
Bavan. Wo opinion
Khrushehav 5 a vile and bestiel man amd fullof treschery
Titos Naturalist, but two-faced politician
Paront no oplnion
Churchill..ths most cutstarnding personality of Vorld War 11
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XVIII ATTITUDES TOVAHD EXIL=S AND SXILE ACTIVITIAS
A« Charac*erization of ascapaest

l. Thy greatest group of refugees are those who fought actively and
risked their lives during the Hevolution. Then, t ere were thoze who
plarmed for s long tims to coms out to thes wast for a better living.
Others came out to taste some advanture, but this was a small group.
Heny political prisoners were fresd during the R volution and also

managed to escape to the West.

The r maining Hungarians are those who lived far from the Western
borders; those who chose to fight until the end, and finally, the
Communists.

I can only feel sorry for those who stayed and fear for them as their
lives are continually in dapgar.

Those at homs are glad that we have saved our life and can coms back §om
day with morsexperiences to help develop our country.

1 knew a man who would have likad to come out but could not talke his
family slong ard decided to B tay.

2. No. more than 1/3 of the population would remain in Hungary. The old
people, the Communist slements. fven ths Sungarisn peasants would come out.

B. Exile organizations and individualss

L. We heard about them thru RPE (Rerenc Nagy and Bela Verge ) I didn't know
of their affinities and my opinion wss that they comld do nothing and it
was sasy for them to talk from abraad.

They tried todo something but could sehisve nothing. We didn't nesd thews
curing the Revolution as they represented an era which belongs te the past.

C.In 1954, a whole family cams back from the United States. They felt sorcy
for having dome so, althought they had brought pla mty of dollars with them.
I didn't understand the goal of their redefectien campalign and propogands.

D. 1. The people in Hungary would like to know in what circumstances the
refugees live in the ¥ast.

2, Thay should know if all the students can continue their aschool etodiss.
3+ The main task of the exiles should be to maintsin their unity.

4o Personally 1 will inform the people oIl around me 88 L0 what hapoanad
in Hungary, and I will study in order to b.coms & usaful citizen.

5« I am & membar of the Fresdom Fighters Assn. and of the Amarican-Himgir {m
Students Asan, I think these amsn. should include all the new exiles.

6. The political parites wer Treorganized too early at the Lims when Unity
was mont neadsd.



A8 gnd of Uomnunliam

= vant my children to know Hungarian as well as zs English
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AUDIENCE REACTIONS TO RADIO AND LEAFLETS

A Radlo.
le I kistenad to HFE, VOA and HBC and the Yugoslav station Hovi 8ad .

The Volce of America had the best aundibility.

I used to listen three times a week with my family and passed on the
news to my friends. I also listened at the student's home with all the
students.

4. It waps dangerous to listen to the Western broadeasts andaround 1950
one rould essily be jailed for it. To tull the news was oven more
dangerous. Une of my secondary schoolmates wes jailed for thres months
in 1951 or "52 for listening to the Western radios.

3. I listened to all programe and vas interested mostly in foreign news
and in the black book. The news was fairly acourste- in general- asspeciklly
that of the BRG.

Before ths Reavolution, the Western radio bracdeasts made the peopls
believe that they conld count on some help from the West. I didn't listen to
the radio during the revolution.

4w Despite, much imaccurate ijformation, wa listened tLo HFE am it tdld
us always new things,

5« 'The Western radlo bresodcaste had nothing to do with the Hungarisn
Revolution.

6. HFE should continue to broadeast inorder to maintain the contact betwean
Hungary ard the free world and to give the Hungarian people a picture of
the Wast.

7. In my opinion, the most important programs weeras: the newa, politicsl
and sconcmic events and programs about life in %estern Burope and the
United States. SkwmwCommnist propoganda is not nec ssary/

Anti-

There should slso be a good program with about literary works which
wera put on the indax by the communists.

Be 1 have mever hsard of the initials N.E.M., and I have never hsard
of the Twelve Domands.

C.Free Burope leafletss (1) I picked up many leaflets in
Last sumuar after Hakosil's fall. There were mapgazines and alse yallo
stickers. Ve passed them on, and many stickers were stuck in Budapast.
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2., “any of thense leaflets wers brought to the Univeraity. In Auguet
1956Egar, near, whid e I was in ths Army, we triad to shoot down thres
balpons without sucoess.

3. To plck up z2nd circulate leaflets was danperous,but nobody knew who
had origimally picked them up and the psople passed them on.

4w In my opinion, the leaflets were usaful.

5+ Thae Free Europe Committee shoufli to cdrop leaflets into Hungary.

6: The text of the leaflsts was excellent and didn't have to be chenged.
Dy The goals of ths Western groups which broadoasste and sent leaflets into

Hungary was to keep awake the anti-communist fealing of the Hungarian
peorle end to give them a poiture of the 1ife of the Hew World.
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XX, CHILD R<ARING AND DISCIPLINE

1. A child should be taught religion and philosophy. He shiculd learn
to low his parents andhis country.

2, I would aot use thysical punishuent in order to diacipline a child,
beceuse it only harms him and produces negative results. I would
discipline the girla more gently.

3. I was rarely punishsd, scat of thg time I vas scolded, usually by
my mothar. For instance, when I dldn t want to learn my lessons at the
apgs of aight. 3

5. In 1947, & law =as passed which forbid parents end teachers from beating
children, As a reésuli the prestige and the suthority of the parents

want down into communists, Pnysical punishmsnt was ususlly sbandoned at

the age whan the child went to secondary school. Physical punishment was
used mostly Ly the workers. The infellectuals didn't find 1t B oassary.

6., Bafore Communism, ths teacher could use physlcal punishment with the
child. This was prohibited under Compunism and the prestige of the
teacners went down.

7. Tha characterdatics I value most in a friend are honesty, frankmess
and an open character, and diligsncs,



