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CHARACTER DESCRIPTION:

This girl has & good family background. Her father was
& carear officer in the Hungarian Army. Her mother was
of Speanish origin who cared well for the needs of the
family. After the death of her husband, she worked for
the upkeap of her chlldren. The famlly was quite well-
to-do and lived well until the death of the father in

1945,

However, subject 15 not very intelligent; has very little
ideas of her omn; gives rather stareotyped answers; was
never much interested in politics. BShe is not well in-
formaed on werld affsirs and anything that has happaned
outslde of Hungary. She 1s rather passive and an intro-
vert; uncommunicative; taciturn. Respondent lknows little
of the revoluticn since she spent this period in a hospli-
tal, caring for the wounded,

I cannot see how she willl succeed in her chosen professzion,
which 1s pediatrica. I believe that she must be very elow
in the upteke. However, she profesges a great interest in
children and loves to cere for them. This subject was the
only ona on which she would elaborats more volubly.
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MAJOR SALIENCE AND WARM-UP QUESTION

"I think that the most important thing that the
Americans ought to lmow about the events in Hun-
gary during the fall of 1956 is: how very little
the US and the Western world lmaw aboubt the situ-
ation in Hungary. Nobody seemed to have reallzed
what sort of life we had under the Russian rule
and why the revoluticon really broke out. I be-
lieve that the whole Western world was compktely
taken by surprise by the everts in Hungary in
October,

"I have realized this especielly alftar I arrivecd
here in the US and started telling fthe people a-
bout the events in Budapest. Fsople were asking
extremely idiotlc guestions anﬂ when I answerad
them, or told them something, simply would
not belleve it. I believa iv 1n ause they do
not realize it and cannot realize &k what life
was in Hungary. I think that this is also the
reason why the Western world did not come to the
ald of Hungary -- haaauaa people simply do not
understand our cause."
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CHRONOLOGY OF PERSONAL EXPERIENCES, ACTIONS, AT-
TITUDES AND EXPECTATIONS DURING THE REVOLUIION

"On Oetober 22 I was working $i1ll 6 o'eloek in
the Goldberger Textile Factory in the plant nur-
sery. We cared for the children of the working
women., A friend of mine and I went into towm.
We met great crowds all over the ecity. There
were hardly any streetcars that were runninﬁ.

We saw a great crowd of people mérching on the
boulevards and the strests. They were carrying
Hungarian flage and shouting slogans. Som2 were
cerrying big placards with slogans written on
them. We joined the crowd for a while. At about
10 o'elock I started walking home. It was well
after 11 P.M. when I arrived there.

"on October 23 I woke up very early and listened
o the Hungarlan radio station. agation &t
that time, was giving out the inntructlions of tha
Communiet government. It ordered that martial

1ew be obeerved throughout the city and threatened
the population with reprisels if the orders were
not obeyed. Of course, I did not go to my officea.
T tried to call the office but, nc one answered.

I wae sure that no one went to worlk. At that Ttime,
a comparative silence relgned over Buds, the section
of the city where I lived. By evening the bridges
were closed by the Russians and nobody could crosB
over to Fesnt.

"nt dawn, on October 24, the fighting started in
our diptrict alpo. On the Moecow Square, which
1 near where I lived, Russians were ctationed.
They started shelling the lungarian soldiere who
were in the mountains -~ this place 15 oalled &the
Little Svabian Mountain, I aleo heard over the
Hungerian radio station that voluntary nurssd were
requested to join up immedlately at tThe various
hospitale. I went to tha 5t. John's Hospitel,
which was near hwere I lived, and offered my ser-
vices, We were enrolled immediately and assigned

ily

s Rl
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to different ambulances. We went out immediately.
We were patrolling the entire Buda slde and we
vent as far as the Gellert Sguare and the Moric
Zeigmong Square, where flerce battles were raging.
We carried about 200 wounded persons to the 5t.
John's Hospital in & single day. In this hospi-
tel the least number of wounded were taken. The
majority of the wounded throughout the Buda dis-
trict were taken to the Kek Golyo Street Millitary
Hospital and also to the Sporte Hospital on Allwtan
Street.

"The majority of the wounded, of course, were Hun-
gariane, In fact, we only had two Russian soldicrs
who were wounded and who were taken to our hospital.
Onz of them told ues thet he was shot by hle own of-
ficer beceuse he refused to obey and did not wanst
to fight against the Hyngariens., The ages of the
Egggnrian'uaundnd were from 16 to 25, Thay were
suung lads. The sniping and fighting raged

all day long. The Red Cross emblem was not res-
E;gtaﬂ very much. The reason for This was that

2 AVH soldiers started to carry ammunition and
arme in the Red Cross ambulances. The Freedom
Fizhters, of course; were obliged to halt them or
to shoct at them. it the end, we went to plck up
the wounded in the streets with open trucke be-
cauns evervybody could see that we were pleking up

wounded and not carrying ammunition or arms.

"I remember a young boy who was six years old.

He sat at the curb. He did neot even cry. When

we agked him what he was doing there we discoverad
that he was severely shot in his leg. The doctor
attended to him. When we took him to the hospital,
he began phouting, 'Please, let me go back! Let
me go back! I must fight!'"

From October 25 until October 29, respondent wea
working at the St. John's Hospital and at fthe
Alkcotae Hoepltal. I was trying to find out what
the situation was in those two hospiltals regarding
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medicine, ete. Respondent paid that the situation
was much better at the St. Jon's Hospital, First
of all, they did not take in o many wounded Freedom
Fighters; tha{.haﬁ an ample supply of medicine and
es, All of the giclane from the district
pulled their supplies, re ware enough doctors
but very few nureeg because moet of the nurses liyved
out: of town and could not come into the town. On
the other hand, the pituation at the Alkotas Street
Hompltal wan very bad. There were not enough beda.
Evan the basement wee crowded with the wounded.
Tha wowuied had to be placed on army ¢ots, side by
gide. There was & shortage of bandages and the
dootors took off thelr own white shirte. The ghort-
age of nurses was acute here. Food, on the other
hand, was ample. Respondent sald that the Interna-
tional Red Croses wae supplying them with everyihing
thay wanted. At the end of the fighting, the nurses
returning, one by one, to their respective hog-
pitale. A% the Alkotas Street Hosplital, respondent
said they had about 1800 wounded.

On October 29, respondent went bacle to her home on
Varoesmajor Street where she lived with her aunt.
At that time, the govermment of Inre Nagy was al-
ready in power. She went back to the factory ¢o
start working. However, there were no children
at the nursery at that time and all they did was
help dlstribute the different pamphlets and ledfl-

&atn which they received from the Freedom Fighteras.

A. When probed about her pereonal feellnge and
thoughts during the revolution, respondent sald:
"I really was not thinking about anything and I

was not expecting anything. The poliey of the
Communist government in the last year had bean

A bit more lenient and, in the last month, we
somehow realized that something must be wrong
because unexpected things were ccourring."”

Regarding her feelings, she sald that sha was
ghering everybody else's feeling during the
revolution., It wae an intense Joy and happilness
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end rellef to be free agaln. &he was never afraid.
Pecple did not think of thie during the revolution.

"We also wanted the same thing -~ all of us Hun-
garians -- mainly that the Russiane lsave the
country and that the Soviet Union cease inter-
fering in Hungry'e affairs. We also wanted a
new government, a secret ballot in the elsctlons,
freedom of Bpeech, ete. On the whole, all that
hes been laid down by the ctudents in the 14
demands. I am quite sure that nobody would hare
aacepted any concessions from the government.'

Respondent also stated that mchexhexisotagy ehe
did not think mimewt any shooting would result f*ﬂm
the demcnstration becauvse they ware hﬂpiﬂg

Nagy would be able to fulfil what ha promised

Ae to the age, sex and class of the demonastrators,
reopondent sald that men, women, children, pnrﬂntﬂ,
whole families with small nhildran uare

in the demonstration. She &lso sald that thay

were mostly of the Intellectual and working classan,
She saw & great number of students everywhere. OCf
course, as che saild, peasants did not takse part in
the demonstration in Budapest.

Respondent belleved that, probably, quite a feaw
of the old intalletual claps did not talks part
in the demonstrations because they were toc scared,
Mont of these people were at ona time deported and
they were on the theek 1list of the regime., 3he aald
that,most probably, thess waere the only ones who did
not take part in the demonstrations with the exception
of the Communists, of course. As for the crganiza-
tion and leadershlp of the demonstrations, respond-
ent sald that she did not belisve there were any
lezders or that the demonstrations were organizad

et all. She had the feeling, and so did evexrybody
elee, that 1t was completely spontaneocus, It hap-
penad sometimee, as she saw, that one man took the
initiative and Ehnuted "Now let!s go here and there,"
ené so the crowd followed him. She does not bellevs
that thers was an overall leadesrship.
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B. Respondent said that she had heard from &
friend of theirs who shared their apartment a-
bout how the demonstration turnmed inte fighting.
He tool part in the fighting on October 23, 1in
front of the radio bullding. He told how the

AVH started the shoot . +=he belleved that this
wes the reason why the demonstration turmed into
fighting. She said, "I am sure that the demon-
strators would have never started the shooting."

Respondent heard the firet revolutlionary aslogans
en Cetober 22, in the eveninpg, when she wes
town. She heard the wordg {reedom fighver, for
the first time on October 24,

"It was the intelleotual eclzss and mostly the
ptudents who started to fight first. Thsy were
cined very scon by the workers. The age of
he fighters varied from 15 to 30, Of courss,
they were mostly boys." HRespondent had heard
that girls also toock part in the Tighting.
Ap far as respondent knew, tha fighters got
their amme from the army barrackes and the police
barracks. Respondent was told that the Hungarian
Army had Joined the revolution very soon and a2t an
garly date, ©She also heard that many of the regular
policemen had joined the Freedom Fighters,

Respondent did not lmow whether or not the Freedom
Fighters were organized and how. She only heard
that they had group leaders and said that she was
khxk told that anybody who could get arms sinply
Joined the orowd and started fighting. 3She heard
the names of Pal Maleter and Gen. Kiraly mantioned
by several of the wounded 1ln the hospl « These
wounded persons also told her that some former of-
ficers of the Hyngarian Army had taken up the lead
in different districts.

When aslked about the overall outcome of the revo-
1ut1unr that is, wnat she thought of 1t, responcient
sald, "We were convinced in the beginning that we
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will succeed because we had put such confidence
into the government of Imre . Particularly
after the firat two days when prime minister
promiged that he would give in to all the demandsa
of the students.

"I do not think that anybody had to call in the
Rusgians because Mnuuaw'knaHTE:rrnutlr'wall what
they mem were going to do. whole thing wans
planned far in advance. We are sure of that.

The Ruesiane would have returned, anywey. We
wers aleo told by pecople living out of town,

who paw how the Russians dug In around the city.
On the othar hand, we lmew t for the so-called
‘calling in of thn Russian troops’ Kadar could be
held responsible.”

Respondent spent the daye between the time of the
Soviet withdrawal and the time of the re-invasion
working =2t the Goldberger FPactory. Respondent
discloped that nobody rﬂallr'hnliavud that the
Russian Army had begun ite retreat, for reasons
mentionaed previously. Respondent firet hsard

that the Soviets had returned to the ei

November 4, at dawn, when the shooting

again in Euﬂﬂ. She heard the tanks rﬂlling in.

She was alpo informed that the airport at Fexl
Hegy was bombed and shelled. The ian Army
put up resistance here as they were told to do.

On November 4, respondent did not leave the house
because the riuhting and sniping ntarted anaw.

She saw tha first Russian tank on November 5, &v
the corner of Varosmagor and Csaba Streets, lihen
the Russlsan Army returned after i November 5,
respondent again returned to the hospital at Al-
kotas Street end took up her duties with an am-
bulance. At that time there were leass wounded
persons thare. However, there were many civilians
who had been wounded at Moscow Square by the Run-
plang, while doing their mariceting. After the
fighting had dled down, and the Nagy government
had besn ousted, respondent returned to worik again.
On November 23, while returning from work, she Took
the strestcar with her perscnal menager. Thils woman,
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who wae a Party member, told her that now the
day of reckoning had come and everybody would
gea how they would be punished for their at-
titude during the revolution. Thie was day
that respondent decided to leave the country.
Sha did not even tell her eunt that she had
made uwp her mind and talked it over with her
friends who shared the apartment.

On November 24, she threw a few things into a
emall bag and went with these friende. She
crogped the Hungarian border inte Austria at
Elsenntadt.

When probed whether or not Hungary, on the whole,
had pained as a result of the October revolution,
respondent sald, "Despite the fact that Hungery
had a great loss of population, I believe thet
there was one thing we had gained and that was
that the Russians finally must have realized
that the Hungarian natiomctzomt was not going
to teke the Russian rule lying down. Also, that
the Hungarians were no longer taken in by the
Soviet slogans.”
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IV. EXPECTATIONS OF HELP FROM THE WEST DURING THE

REVOLUTION

"I did not expect anything frcm thz West because
I reallized that there is only one way in which
the West ocould intervene effectively and that 1z
with ayms. This, on the other hand, would have
such consequences that nobody would lilke to be
responsible for. However, people in Hungary

did axpect a great deal from the Weet. Some of
them expected armas, others expected moral &nd
material support. I also believe that this hope
was what drove the people to fight. I belleve
that the expectations regarding Western aid

came £8 a result of the Western radio broadeests,
to which everyone listened."

Between October 23 and the time of her escape,
respondant once talled with a membar of the
American legation through an interpreter. She
was queulng for food when the car of the American
legation stopped there and two Americans, with a
Hynhgarian interpreter, questioned people and asked
about happenings in that district regarding the
revolution. Respondent sald that thls question-
ing lasted about 20 minutes or so.




SOCIAL CLASS STRUCTURE AND ATTITUDES.

A. Respondent's father was & caresr officer in the
Hungarian Army &nd held the rank of a colonel. He
also taught at the Hungarian Officers' Acadeny (Egs-
suth). He fought on the Russian front during

World War 1II and was killed in action when the
Hungarian Army was retreating in 194% near Szentes,
Hungary. Respondent could not remember her father's
income before the war because she was a child at that
time, but she believed that he must have made guite
8 good salary. They were gquite well-to~do. They
had a house at Balatonalmadi; they aleo had 100
acres of land in Gyon (Pest County). After her
father's death, respondent's mother started work-
ing at the Hyngarian Natlonal Bank as a typist-
sgcretary in order to supplement the penslon she
got after her husband's death.

Reepondant's father was a graduate of the Hungarian
Milltary Academy for Officers in Budapest; her
mother was a graduate of the commerelal academy Ain
Budapesat.

B, Concerning social clasges in Hungary, respond-
ent said, "I can only give the classification re--
garding the social classzes as we were taught under
the Commumist regime. We had the intellectuals,
workers, peasants and 'others.' I consldersd mem=-
bers of the intellectual class t¢ be all peopnle who
hag & high school education or univeralty graduates,
the eclvil eervants and clerical people.

"Under the Communist regime, the class distinctions
have greatly changed because the intelleotuals went
to work in a factory and became workers. On the
other hand, peasant boys came to the city and be-
came the worldng class. Also, peasants and workers
have graduated into the inteliaatu&l clasas undep
Communilam. "

Respondant could not say anything sbout her atii-
tudes concerning these groups. She had no ideas on
this. Respondent felt that she belcnged to the in-
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telleotual class. In her opinion, it was the in-
tellectual clapss that was hardest hit by Compwmism. |
This was dus to the fact that the Communist regimes
persecuted this class the most since these people

- were the ones who were the so-called relgning class
before the Communiats teook over in Hyngary. These |
peopla not only loat their jobs, but they lost their |

= homes and properties. They were always loolked
88 class aliens and, very ofter, were not &l- |
lowed to work. In most cases, they lost their pen- |
gions Goo.

Respondent thought that under the Communist regims
the ¢lass differences, pomehow, levelled out and
gince averyone was living axtrame badly =- DOOXr
conditions and oppression -- sy realized
somehow that the other class had to work just as
herd and had it just as bed as hie nelghbor. As
& result, the controversies were not very groat. |
Respondent belleves that the different classes

understood each other much bettsr than aver be-

fore, Respondent also held the view that the |
revolution proved this to a great extent because

of how all classea took part in it.

i a———

E. How and Individual Could Get Ahead 1in Hunsary

Respondent said that this always depanded on who
the boss of the offlce, school, ete. was. I he '
wat & decent man, then one coulld get ahead avan
1 if he were from the "wrong' class. Hgowever, if |
. the section manager or some other top man was a :
die-hard Communist, then it was much more 4iflfi-
5 cult to get ahead, MNevertheless, respondeni was
of the opinion that clams origin came filrst when l
it came to getting ahsad., This was lollowed by
the political views. Talent cams last, Until
1952 the claees origin was very lmportant. After
1952, under the New Cowrse, this was no longer
etressed so heavily.
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Reapondent thought that there are two kinds of
perasons who could get ahead in Commmist Hungary.
Those who are Communiszte in belief and deed and

- these who are not Communists at heart but who can
play the role very well.

L4
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VI. PAMILY LIFE UNDER COMMUNISM

A, Respondent belleves that Communism did have &n
effect on family life in Hungary. Every family felt
some effects. Most of the ¢hanges were dus to the

fact that the income of the husband was never enough
for the family., As a result, the housewife had to go
to worlk. When both parties came home in the evening,
dead tired, the woman had the household chored to per-
form. Everyone in the family was nervous and irpitable.
Bacauze both parents worked, children had %o be put in-
to day schools and nurseries. The chlldren were ER-
rooted not only physically bubt mentally. They would be
awakened early in the morning and taken to nursery.
They would be without their parents all day and, in

the evening, they would be talken back to the home.

The o es in family life, acocording %o respondent,
ware 1y deplorable wder the Commmist regime.
These changes were, more or less, the same in all
the soclal c¢lasees.

B. Hom Children Are Brought Up in Comnunist Hungsry

Respondent Baid that she could not compare the two dif-
ferent ways of education since she was much too young
before the Communists took over Hungary. She could,
however, tell about how the children are brought up
nowt., The methods of bringing up the children deperded
greatly on the person in charge of the sehool or nux-
sery. In the nursery of the Goldberger Plant where
respondent worked, they had to use modern educational
methods, I asked her to name a few, but respondent
could not give any names, All she could say was that
Western methods were not used by any means.

Respcndent stated that at the nmursery school the edu-
cation wae not yet indoetrinated with politics sven
though the storybooke were translations from the Ruaglan,
Reapondent maintained that, contrary to Wesltern propa-
ganda, the children in these nursery schools were very
well cared for. They were well fed and glven excellent
care by the nurses, It so happened, thet due to very
bad living conditions in their homes, the children, for
instance, caught colds or contracted illnessea -- hut
not in the nurseries. PBoys and girls were brought up
together and were dressed alike. In the grade schools
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which had eight grades in all, there was a differencae
because the religious teaching had been complately
abolished. Acoording to respondent, this was the
worat thing that could have happened in an educational
gystem. Qrade schools were co-educational algo.
History was the subject which was moet falsified by
the Communiets. It was Interesting to note how the
young people did not belleve the Commumist propaganda
as soon as their young minds be developing. They
saw for themselves that the facts belle all doctiine,

In the high schools the children were taught consti-
tutiuni Russien propaganda was instilled into every
subject. For exampls, oredlit was given to the Russian
scientists for all new inventions, ete. The Russien
language was compulsory in all schools -- even in tha
universitles. Hpywever, in the last two years, thins
ruling was abolished and 1t wae no longer compulBsory
to study Ruseian,

Respondent believes that the atmosphere of the famlily
at home determined the grade of disobedience of the
children brought up under the Communist regime, IF
the family tles were strong,rthere was not mush dif-
ference in the bringing up of the children. Concern-
:g% cuurtizﬁ, this was somewhat differant because the

ddren much more freadom than before. As to
religious instruction, or religion itself -- if the
parents were religious, the child would be brought up
Just as bafore. If nnﬁ at school, religlon would be
taught privately et home. Parents had no word in
their childrens' choiece of a carser. The child had
to take the career which was prescribed for him by
the Commuiist regima, even if he wanted to pursue
some thing entirely different.

The intellsctual olass, respondent belisves, was the
least affected by the Communist method of bringing up
chiléran because the parents wers more intelligent.

A worker or a peasant never bothered oo much with
the bringing up of his children. As a result, these
classes woullede more affected by the bringing up
of their children by the Communist regime.
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Respondent also thought that the conflict between
schools and parents could not be very great, es-
pecially in intellestunl class or if & child
were intelligent unnugh. Ag a rule, children ailmply
did not belleve what they were taught at school,

but did believe what they were told by their parents.
Only in the field of religion wvas there some dif-
fioulty and this was a very spot in the sducational

system in Hungary.

Cc. Respondent did not volunteer much information on
the subject of marriage, courtahip, sex patters, etc.
Due to this, I did not stress the point. Regarding
gex behavior, respondent mentioned thet from what she
has seen, young people in the US bahave mush mora
freely and have lese inhibition than the young pecple
have in H . She slso sald that the Increased
numbers of divorces in Hungary were due to the fact
that people married at & much too early age, juat

as they do in this country. Two very young pecple
could not possibly lmow what a permanent marriage
meane end what responslibilitiss ere invelved. An-
other reason for so many diverees, respondent thought,
was the great ehortege of apartments in Hungary. Peo-
ple had to live under crammed conditions,

Respondent held the bellef that the change in court-
ghip, marriage, etec. has taken place only undsr the
Communist regime and not during the war,

D, [Frilendshlp

Respondent s&id, "Communism certainly had an sffect on
friendship. First of all, people wers much mere cautlious
than before in talking up a friendship with anybody.

Also, I do not belleve that I could be friends with
anybody who 18 a Conmunist. Of course, probably many
people had Joined the Party only because they wanted

to keep their Jobs, eto. If I Imew that this was the
cage, then my friendship would not change Soward the
perescn. However, I would certainly not be friends

any more wilth anybody who is & Communist.”
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E. Crime and Alcoholism

Respondent was most uncommunicative on this subject,
Apparently, she dld not read the newspaper very often
- and was not informed on these mattere. She did not
believe that the crime rate among women had increased,
but thought that it had among the young people egince
- the government reformitories were filled to capacity.

Respondent thought that alcoholism had inecreased be-
cause 50 many drunkards had never been seen before
as during the Communist regime,

Juvenile Deliquency, Hooliganism, etfe.

Respondent, again, could not give eny information on
this subject. B8Shs frankly admitted that she did not
imow about thie problem at all,
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RELIGION

Respondent said that she thought the Communist
] gsion against religion in Hungary had mis-
£ because even those people who had not at-
tended church servlices before Communism, were
now attending. If not because people suddenly
became religicus, then out of sheer defiance.
When people were observed whether or not and how
often they attended ohurch, soms people who did
not have a deep faith, were easily influenced
and were very cautlious -- at least tried not to

ahow that are religious, Also, there was
A time when weddings wers a v bad marik
on your file., The Roman Cetholic r on was

hardest hit, in respondent's opinion, The rea-

son for this was that the Church did not compromise
with the Stats as did the Protestant leaders.
Respondent thought that the Roman Ce&tholic Church
vias somehow identified with Cardinal Mindszenty
and his alleged consplracy, Due to this, the
Communiets wanted to oppress this particular re-
ligion as much as possible. Respondent said

that she did not have any information of the Jewish
religion. But she did say that since the Jews
were alwaye privileged in ev way under the Com-
munist regime, she assumed that this was the cane
with thely religion also.

. £ Rol € Rel in Res t's Life

"Binge I had been brought up in a convent, and at-
tended parochial schools, religion played a big
part in my life. But, on the other hand, I think
religion is not as great & fastor in my iife as in
the 1life of my parente. I beliave that I am more
religious than the average person in Hungary. I
also attend church regularly and take part in the
religious life.”

C. "To my way of thinking, the relationship bet-
ween Chwrch and State in an independent sountry
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should be based on co-operation batween the two
parties, yet the Churoh should be completely in-
dependent from the State. The role of the Chursh
in education is extremely important because a

child must be brought up in some sort of a religlon,

g of which. I have seen how we all missed
the clerical schools during the Communist regime --
not only because they gave us the religious in-
structions, but, on the whole, it 18 rally
nown and also proven that the educat in the
elerical schools wae far superlor to those of the
State or other eschools.

"I believe that the churches should set & moral
code and standard -~ in things such as movies,

plays, ete. Hgwever, I firmly believe that no

church should take any active part in politics

in an independent Hungary."

Il. Respondent said that this wes & tople that was
never discussed by the regime. &he believes that
the Jews were left in peace and ' « that was all.

& great manithwn had joinsd the Communist Party.
Respondent ught this was due to the fact that
efter the Oerman eruelties and deportations, the
Jewish people were liberated by the Commmilsts,
so, they joined the Party out of gratitude. Also,
she bellieved that the Jews always liked to look
efter their own interests and so they thought that
it would be more profitable to joln the ing
party. Many of the Jewe had accepted leeding
roles in the Communist government and exesutive
posts in the Communist Party. However, respondent
was of the opinion that the ority of the Jews
was not wholeheartedly behind the Communist regime,
They did it mostly for matérial gains. According
to respondent, this was typical of the Jews.

Responéent said that she had not sesen any Jewso tak-
ing part in the demonstrations or in the fighting.

As a matter « fact, she believed that the majorlty

of the Jesws was in hiding during the revclution.

They wers much too cautlous. HRespondent emphatically

deniad that the Jews are afrald of an indspesndent

since, she sald, they really had no reason
for that and since the Hungarlan Jewry ig rather
emart, she said that she is convinged that it does
not matter what sort of a regime will ever be In
Hungary, the Jews will always find a way %o get
the gocd joba and posltione,
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THE HUNGARIAN YOUTH

A. “When I sppealk of Hunﬁarian youth, I think
of the young boys and girls from 14 to 26 ysars
of E These are mostly students and junior
workers,"

E. '"Yes, this i3 very true. The Hungarian
youth took the lead in the Hungarian revolution."

Before the revolution she only heard of the I'utu-
fir Kor which was not exclusively run by th.t

people, the demonstratione and the ting;,
it was mainly bugn p&apluuhot-m&:p-rt 1t.
Tha university = ta, at the begimning, were thoss
who directed the f:t.ghting and took part in the great-
est numbers. Iater, thay were joined by the young
working cliasa -~ 8 from the subwrbs who really
fought extremely well and with great courage. The
reason for youth talking the lead in the revclution,
rather than the old people was that even though

they were very dissatisfiled a yo pereon is leas
fearful of consequencés, has less lose and 1s
much braver.

"During the revelution the opinion of the older
people varied. There were two kinds of opinione.
Some sald that it was a foolhardy thing to do and

1t will never susceed; the othere were very en-
couraged by the young peoples' actions and they
were wholeheartedly behind them. We young peoplea,
on the ether hand, believed that the older gensra-
tion did not understand or ses what we, the young
people, want., The oldsters wanted the old times

to return. Thie 18 imposeible. We wanted something
new., We were more progressive; the old people in
Hungary are more conservative and most of them eptill
live in the past.”

C. Respondant dleclosed that education in Hungary,
especlally at the school and wnilversity levels,
was at a very high 8 « They had to learn a
great deal and much was expected of them. Respondent
thought what she had seen here in the colleges showed
that American collega studentes leamn far less and
have less striciness applied than college antd univer-

ity students in Hungary.

Respondent tried, on several occapionse, to enroll
at the medical wmiversity in Budapest, but never
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succaedad in getting into the universlty. Thls
was her reason for turning to the naxt best pro-
feasion -~ that of caring for children ---bacause
ghe had always wanted to become a pediatrician.
She gain mantloned that 1if {::u were & class alien,
it was moet difficult to get into a univeridty.
The wvocational choice was extremely restricted and
entirely in the hands of the authorities. It was
made on the basis of where great needs laid in
certain professions.

Almost all of the professors in the universlties

and high aschools were non-Communists., Reepoendent
lmew, through experilence, that they were extremely
compatent. However, she admitted that as every-
where elee, there were a few teachers and profepaorg
who did bel to the Party. HReespondent sald that
to her lmowledge there are otill three clerical
achools in Hungary that are allowed to keep up thelir
own schools. One is in Budapest, one in Pannonhalma
and the third in Esstergom., Ehe also mentioned that
at the Pannonhalma school the Homan Catholic prissts
are 8till teaching to this day,

E, In respondent’e opinion, the Commmists did spend
a great deal of time and effort in trying to indoe-
trinate the youth of Hungary. The failure of indoc-
trinating the youth was due to the fact that = the
Communigts preached beautiful doctrins, but in practice
1t worked out quite differently. As soon as a child
could think for himself he was able to sse that what
the Coomunipts were preaching was contrary to {acts.
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I¥, MAJOR DISSATISFACTIONS AS FELT IN EVERYDAY LIFE

A. "The extremely bat financlal situation in Hiun-
gary wes the main dissatisfection 1n Communist Hun-
gary. Nobody could earn encugh to satisfy even the
basic needs of their familles. After all, you have
to eat and you have to be dressed somehow. These
two items were extremely difflcult to obtain.”

B. "The most annoying thing was the Communist ide-
ology &8 disseminataed by the redlo and the press.
We Jmew that what we heard and read wers lies.”
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THE ECONOMIC LIFE

A. "Our family got along very badly financially
during the last years in Communist . Ny
mother, for instance, could not buy herself a pair
of new shoes because she had to bring up my young
brother. My edusation at the nurses' home was paid
by the State. I received my room and board thare,
also, H{ mother gave me some pocket money every
month., also had a scholarship for my studies.

The food supply was inadequate and too expensive;
clothing was extremely expensive and of bad quality.
For instance, I had to pay half 2 month's galary for
one pull-over., Housing, on the other heand, was in-
expenelve but thers was an extreme housing shortage.

"I locked upon central heating and running hot water
in an apartment as the greateat luxuriss, The food
problem caused us the greatest difficulty.

"The standard of living of my family has gone down.
In 1940, Ghe Hungarian forint had a greater pur-
chase value. At that time we paid six forints for
two pounds of sugar; now 1t was eleven forints for
the same amount. In 1949 we paid 16 forinta for tws
pounds of meant; now it was 34 forints. My family's
standard of living was at its highest pealt in 1047
and it was at its lowest in 1955-56. The price of
g?erytning kept rising and owr incomes did not fol-
ow,

"My aunt, for instance, lived under much better cir-
cumstances than anybody elee. This wes due to the
fact that her husband was & technical enginser who,
despite the fact that he did not become a Party mem-
bar, held a key position. He was an expert in hins
fleld and was needed. He earmed 2,800 forintes per
month, which was a good salary at thettime.

"There is only one factor that accounts for the Hun-
garian standard of living goink lower and lower
constantly during the last eight years -- the Soviet
exploitation of the country."
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B. "My salary in 1956 Hﬂﬁﬁﬂ%ﬂ forints plus my
board per month. The dedud tions amounted to 60
forints per month. These cBneisted of income tax
which was about three to four per cent, old age
pension which wae about filve per cent, trade union
fees were seven forints a month and the Peace Lpan
(which wag compulsory but called voluntary on paper),
I5 forints per month, In our field of activities,
we did not get any premiums but I received a 100-
forints bonua twice during the perlod I worked at
the hoepital. I did not have any sacondary source
of income and, since the death of my fathser, my
mother was the head of the family and she also
worked, I did not recelve any wage inorease dur-
1?En£hﬁ perdod I was working at the Goldberger

P .

C. "The prices wers always the lowest in the State
stores or State markets. Dut, for instance, the
e¢lothing was very unattractive and of bad quallty.
Custom-made clothing, of course, was very expensive,
The foods in the State stores were the cheapest, but,
of the woret quality. The farm markets had very pgood
@ulity goode but ths prices were doubled over that of
the State stores. For le, in the State ware-
house, & woman's skirt wes ?Ea-iau forints while
cuetom made slkdirte ran 300 forints; a palr of shoes
(custom made) ran about 140 forints more than those
bought in a State store., On the State farm market
two pounds of potatoes cost two to two-twehly Torints
while ths State store charged one forint and twenty.
The prices of all commodities spirallad upwards &ll
the time. There was a seasonal change in the prices -~
enly in egge, fresh frult, vegetables, ete.

“In the commicslon stores one could buy used clothes
and commodities only. TUeually these stores carried
very high quality goods and these goods mostly came
from the packages received from the West. DMost of
the paclkages came from Americe. During 1o47-483, when
the purchase value of the forint was still good, the
quality of the merchandise wae also much better.
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The distribution of consumer goods was axtromely
inadequate under the Communist regime, This was
mostly evident in the food section, although 1%
prevalled in clothing and even furnitwre., The
disorganization of production was responsible for
this inadequacy.

Respondent could not remember if 1t was diffioult

to obtain spare parts and 1f thers was much spoilage
of food. Respondent mentioned that in the past year
there was an extremely short supply of onlons, eggs,

and paprllka, Rﬂgﬂrﬂin%h:ha black markst, respondent
sald that since her mother déid most of the marketing

ghe could not give any informatlon. As far as phe
knew, the black market had ceased to exipt in the
paet two years.

D. Respondent worked from 6 A. M. to 1:30 P.M.,

from 5:30 to 1 o'slogk, or from 10 A.M, to 5:45 P.M.
es a nurse in the childrens' mursery at the Goldberger
Textile Factory. Lunch time consisted of 30 minutes.
Respondent ¥® had to travel about half an hour by

streetear to get to worik.

Respondent's relations with her co-workers were very
goed. They were all well-trained and competent peo-
ple. The leader of the nursery school, who was &
Party member, was a good-natured decent person. She
treated the girls very well. Respondent was placed
in this job because of this particular womsn who; had
put in "a good word" for her. It very often hab-

aned that the Party secretary was dissatisfied with

his woman but, because she was so efficlent and so
well trained, they could not dismlss her. This woman
used to say, "My children are more important to me
than Marxism." '

Respondent was very satisfled with her job and liked
it eince ehe kpew that she could not get what she
wanted. Her superiors appreciatec her work and she
received praise often. As & matter of fact, she
mentioned that another girlfriend of hers and ehe,
who were both class ali=ns, were the best workers.
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Thelr superior, the Party member, alwvays put them
up a5 exampleg before the others.

"The vacation program wae good and well-planned.,
The trouble lazid in the fact that too many psople
wanted to talke advantage of it. Therefora, ﬁggr
thope people who had some "pull" would be assigned
to the health resorts.""

The health program was a carefully planned project

but the pe:scnnel was overloaded with work and,
therefore, could not be very efficent. As a re-

sult many pecple went to see their private dootors
instead of going to the so-called "poclal security
doctore.” All of the hospitals were crowded to

such an extent that in ths later: years, the doctors
were no longer allowed to advise their patients to

be hoepitalized., Respondent stressed that evan though
the hospltals were crowded. they were very well prun in
the last few years. They were clean and well~kept.
The health insurance took care of hospitalization

and surgical expenses. Only 10 per cent of the ecost
of the medicines had to be paild by the patient, The
optometrists' and dentists' billa were paid by the
health insurance. These health program benefits are
nothing Inew. They had been in existence before the
Communists took over in Hungary (for abouwt 25 years).

The compensation program, on the other harnd, wap ex-
tremely curtailéd under the Communist regime. The
pensions were frightfully small. No one could live
on any penslon. Reepondent lmew this well bacaupa
her mother had received a pension and later was de-
prived of it.

E. Respondent preferred living in the ¢ity while in
Hungary. This was the reason she came to Budapest to
8tudy. &She thought that life in the provinces was
much too quiet and tedious., She believed that the
agricultural woriers, on the whole, had a much better
dlet than the city workers. However, the consumer
goods were easier to obtain in Budapest. The housing
shortage was about the same throughout the country,
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On the whole, the stendard of living was higher
in Budspest than in the countryside. Also, po-
litically, the life was easier in the city be--
uaunu u could get lost in the big crowd. In

place everybody knows everybody else
ﬁnd peoples' astivities do not go unnoticaed as
they do in a large cilty.

"We did not know no» could we imagine in the be-

B how and what the effects would be of col-

decti tion. We did not expect anything good to

come of it since everybody lmows that the Hungarian
peasant loves to work on his own land. Alpo, the
mannar in whioh enllautivinatiun was practiced in
Huyngary wes completely wrong.)' In respondent's opinion,
1t was the more well-bo-do peasante who objected mostly
to the collectivization.

Respondent heard over the radlo, a couple of years ago,
that some of the collectives had beén dissolved. Dur-
ing the revolution she had heard that several collectives
wera dissolved volumtarily. Respondent sald that in
some instances whera peasants worked together in cloee
co-operation and friendship, some of these collectives
were qulite euccessful. Respondent said that sghe would
choose to work on & collective farm if she were an
agricultural worker. A private farm cannot afford

to pay good wages, according %o respondent., On the
other hand, the land of a collective is so neglected
that one has to work very hard and achieve nothing.

Raspondent would welcomé an agricultural system in an
indepaendent Hungary that would leave as much land in
the hands of one family or one person which he is able
to cultivate. Respondent also thought that the State-
ownaed farms should remain in the hands of the State
but should be run adequately. Respondent thought that
the mechanization of farming is & very useful and pro-
fitable innovation.. This, however, 1s nothing new,
according to respondent, bacauaﬂ aven before 1545 the
Hungarisan farmers had already started to use machinery
instead of manusl labor.
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THE POLITICAL LIFE

Respondent cannot give any information about the
political life in Hungary before the Communliot rule
because she was much Goo young.

B. "I think that I could distinguish betwean two
typee of Communist Party members. One 12 the man
who was a oconvincaed Communist and he became a Party
meamber for this reason, At least I respect thias
type of man because he had the cowrage to admit that
he 18 a Commmiet. The sscond type of Party member
ig the person who, for some reason or other, became
a Commmist member. These types I do not like at
all and I must admit thaet the majority of tha Com- |
munist Party members was made up of these people. |
On the whole, I despise all Party members because |
are those who mlmﬁ the Scoviet policy vo- i
luntarily or involuntarily. |
I

"All ochanges within the Communist Party during the
last eight years came about under the Soviet pres- |
eure. I am thinldng now about the sudden changes .
after Stalin's death. The reason for thies sudden
%l & Soviet mansuver because they had

t now and then they had to pacify the
porulation. The Humgarian Communist Party naver
acted on 1te owm -- it always had to follow the
Moscow line.

"I do not believe that the rank-and-flle Party
membars were patisfied with the way things were
going within the Party. In the factory where I
worked, I heard several worimen critiecizing the
Party, but they ocould not do much about 1t any-
way becausa the Party leadershlp stuck together
Jealously guarded their positions within the Party.

"In my opinion, the leadere of the Communist Party
are all-and-out representatives of the Communist re-
gime. Thelr only aim is to lteep the people under
heel and to maintain the Communist myth =-- which is,
'"You've never had 1t so good.' I think that even
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among vhe leadership there must be people who,
although onoa were fervent Communis 8, bave found
out that something is wrong in the way the whole
Communist doctrine is implemented, I firmly be-
lieve that the Communists of 1910 and those who
were ldealists in the begimning must have changed
their minde about the Communist doctrine, Howevor,
hh:{'du not dare to take the road baclk anymore,

I slso think that there must be quite & number of
pecpls in the Commmist Party who are Just plain
stupid and belisve everything they are told, The
third category, I think, consiste of gangetere,

"I do not believe that Rajk was 100 per cent decent,
At that time maybe he thought that he could intro-
duce a new way of Communism. But he lost out and
that was the end of him. On the whole, it is aguite
typleal of the Commmists to exterminete esach other
quite frequently.

"I do not think that we would have to think much
about the top Communists in Hyngary when, and ar,
Hunzary becomes independent because I am sure that
by that timeé the hatred will have mounted to such
an sxtent that these people pmmpi= will be killed
on the spot. I would really not blame anybody for
doing sc. It would not help them in any wﬁi to be
locked up in prison, Beaides, they 21l would all
merit the most infamous death."

C. Respondent had not heard of any opposition to--
vard the Coomuniat government before the revelution.

Respondent had heard about silx months before the revo-
lution about the activities of the intellectuals. She
heard about the Pgtofi Kor starting to issue daring
articles criticizing the regime in their llterary
gazette. In respondent's opinion, the intellectuals
had nothing new %o say, They only formulated those
ideas that evurwhadg else held. Neverthelees, res-
pondent thought that they were the spearhead of the
revolution by doing so., In gansral, respondent thought
that these intellectuals were not at all impractical
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people. She considered them to be reaslistic and
down-to-earth.

The respondant was of the oplnion that this ferment
came about little by little. It first was started
by the writers. These writers were jolned by the
younger genaration -- the gtudente and the young
worlcing class. When enforced by these, it wae nmuch
more gasler to sct unltedly. Having had members
in all social c¢laspes, the Petofi Circle msmbers
were fully and well-informed about the grievances
of all classesn.
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XII. THE APPARATUS OF POWER

L. "The members of the AVH were not only Communists
but they are crooks and gangsters who would sell
thelr souls for money. These kinds of peoplas ars
cartainly to be found in any soclaety. Even thoss
who had not tortured or killed pecple thempalves,
were indirectly instrumental in the persecution

of innocent people."

Reopondent had an uncle who wae hald in the AVH
prison for four years., He still does not lknow why

he was held. He was terribly bsaten up by them --

he lost &1l of his teeth. He was also tortured.

This man also teld of attrocities committed by the
AVH police to women in the same prison. He was later
in a concentration camp at Kistarcsa.

Reppondent never heard of any AVH man who wanted to
legve the force or who suffered remorse.

"Yes, Communist Hungary was a country of constant
anxiety and fear. You never knew when and why you
were belng talkten away by the political police. MNo-
becdy dared to speak sbove & whisper on certain mat-
tere becsuse one never knew who would spy con you,
People were soared to listen to the forelipn broad-
cagts because if one would be denounced, he would

be arrested and taken to prison. The correspondence
with the Western world was obeerved and duly noted.
All ties with the people of the Vest were cbsarved
aleo. It wes even noted with whom ons was visiting."

"When and if Hungary is independent, I thinic that I
would like to see all AVH men executed. Unfortunately,
too few of them were captured during the revolution
and, contrary to belief here, the nuwber of AVE Enlica-
men lilled during the revolution is not so high.

Reepondent sald that the regular police were not

a political organization, HNevertheless, she said
that no dscent person joined the regular police
force 2ither. They had many leaders who were in

the pay of the AVH. Otherwise, they were less cruel.
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Respondent also thought that Communism had, indeed,
affected the regular police because the whole stand-
ard had been lowered since 1945, They were inclined
toward Communist, They arrested a great number of
pacople. Respondent thought that the regular police
would not have dared to accept bribes. Respondent
did not held thelr competence in high esteen. She
explained that, ususlly, the regime would put the
ungdunatad, stupld country boys into the regular
police,

Regpondent disclosed that during the revolution,

the regular police force was rather passive. In

a few instances they had Joined the Freedom Fighters.
However, on the whole, they never flred on the crowd.
Under the short-lived Nagy regime, the regular police
wera over to the slde of the revolutionaries. HRes-
pondent also heard of several instances where the
members of the regular police changad into civillian
clothes and fought with the Freedom Fighters. This
wae a generally discussed event.

B. Respondent cannot say anything about the Hungarian
couwrts in 1945-47,

D. When asked whether or not Hungarian feelings about
the Russian Army are due to the events of 1048, res-
pondent saxd, "Oh, no! This is not true at all! No-
body ever thought of this! The reason for the Rusaian
Army's unpopularity is due to its behavior in 1645 --
the 'liberation' of Hungary in 1945 accounts for the
overall hatred of the Russian occcupation troopa.”

Heepondent sald that nobody in Hungary expected any-
thing pood from the Ruseslans before they actunlly
entered Hungary because the Geyman newspapers and
radio gave & very good pilcture of what to expect.
Respondsnt had first-hand experiences with the Ruspian
Army in 1945 because they were billeted in their summer
home in Balaton Almadi. The first bateh of officers
statlionsed there were intelligent and well-educated



XI%/34

people who spoke German with them. Thesa officers
ware shortly replaced by & horde of barbapric, un-
educated ecldieras. These man stole everything.
They chased respondent and her femlly out of their
home, they burned the furniture, ste. Respondent'e
gttitude toward the Ruselan Army dld not undergo
ENYy ¢ e.
Ae ghe sald, they gave no reason for that.

Respondent could not give much information about the
Russian troops stationad in Hungsry Just before the
revolution because nobody ever had much contact with
the Russian soldiers or officers., They lived pide
by slde but, &8 she put 1t, the Hungarisns went

to the right and the Ruselans to the left.
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The Russian soldiers, on the whole, never dared to
expreas any opinion regarding their country and

their own politlcal system. Sometimesa, thay wolced
the opinion that they were living far better in Hun-
gary that back home, Respondent did not believe that
there was any difference between the bshavior the of-
fijira and the enlisted men in the Russian Army on the
whole.

Respondent had very 1little experience with the Russian
soldlers during the revolution. She had hamd that
pome of the mmmphtex Russian soldiers had joined the
Hungarian Freedom Plghters but, it was not sure for
what reason they did this. Some of them were famishsd
and just sold a#ﬂrgthing they had for some [ood.
Respondent also balieved that the Russin soldlers,

on the whole, wera very uneducated and stupld persons,
Aleo, that they were kept very much in the dark by
their leaders. For instance, the new troope brought
intooHungary after November ﬁ ha¢ no idea whatsoaver

where they were,

Reapondent heard that 1t was the enlisted men who
Jolned with the PFreedom Fighters. Hgwever, she
belisved thet there was a great difference between
the trocps that had been statloned in Hungary for
pome time and those which were brought in later on.
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The f£iret group had been in Hungary too long already
and they diinot really want to fight. They snjojyed
their stay in Hungary because they had a good life
there. The second group of Russian troops consisted
moatly of fierce and brutal Mongollans.

Respondent did not hear of any casass in which Russlan
gsoldiers helped the Hungarians. However, as previously
mentioned, raagunﬂant did sncounter & Scviet soldier
in the hoppital who had refused to obey his superior,
Respondent hear of any Soviet soldlars deserting theEr
units but had sean Soviet soldiers with Hungarian
soldiers in tanks. The Soviet soldisrs fought azeinat
the AVH in one instance, on Parliament Squere. She
was not prepent when this ocourred but heard about

it. It was not clear whether the Soviet soldiers
knew £t whom they were shooting. Respondent did hear
of any cases dealing with individual brutality on the
part of the Soviet soldiers toward Hungarians during
the revolution,

®. The bureamsratic sst-up in the factory (Goldbarger)
where respondent worked was as followe: XENEERREERE
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weman the nuress in the Goldberger day nursery worked
under the metron. The matron in tuwrn recelved ordars
from the leader of the labor office of the plant and
the manager of the plant was over everybody elsa. In
the Oolberger Fectory the manager was & woman.

The matron was a Communist Party member. As previously
mentioned, this woman was decent and wase extremely nice
to the girls. &he was also a religlous person.

leader of the labor department in the plant was a
Communist Party member. They had very little to do
with her. The manager of the plant; of course, was

a member of the CP but she was not & very rabld Com-
munist eithar.
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The work diselpline was strilcotly maintained as &
rule, but the matron was rather lenient in the
childrens' nursery. They did not have to punch
time cards in the fadory. It was, of ocourse,
compuloory and rules were strictly observed. The
nurses, Emong themselves and even in the presence
of the head matron, openly criticized the regime
and talked everything over. They talked freely
even with the parents of the children when they
came to pick up thelr children. They had nothing
to fear and they knew that the matron, even tho
ﬂhg was & Communist, would be entirely on thelr
glde.

F. Respondent believed that there wae & great
deazl of bribery golng on and that cartainly were
wayE of getting around the regulatlons to some ax-

tent. She mentioned the housing administration of-

fice, for instance. On the other hand, she sgaid
that 1t was impoegible to bribe anybody in the AVE.
They were much too scared. In pome cases 1T was
easy to bribe members of the regular polica. Res-
pondent mentioned that this was mostly the cass
during the time of the deportations in Budapast.
Of'ficlals who were caught red-handed were ldis-
miaaadtgnﬂ probably imprisoned, according to res-
pondent,

G. Raspondent thought that no intelllgent person
or anybody who had some decency could have joined
the sacret police. In the last years, the regime
tried to improve the standard of tha secret police
and they made them attend schools in order that
mambars have at least eight years of elementary
pchooling. As © the Bungarian Army leadershlp,
respondent believed that quite a number of old
army officers were still left in the army be-
cause they were neaded, On the othar hand, the
newly-anrolled people in the officers' scademy
were thousght of by respondent in the following
sentence, "I woulda't trust them en inch.”
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Recpondent did not know anything about the Russian
Army leadership and its efficlency. Hpwevar, she
did lmow for sure that quite a number of the old
experte had been retained In the public adminis-

tration department because the new offlicials ware
not trained for tha Jjob.
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XIII. ASSESSMENT OF FUTURE PROSPECTS FOR HUNGARY

X138

A. "I do not think that enything will change

now in Hungery. EBverythling will remain as it

is at presant. I deo not believe anything can

be achlaved short of a war. I also balieve that

thie 18 the opinion of the people still 1n.Hu:Enrr.
active

"I do not see the possibility of any further resist-

ance in Hungary. The passive resistance, however,

will surely go on.

"The Kadar regime will not make any concesgsions
because 1t does not dare to do so and I am rather
inclined to think that the regime will tighten 1ts
grip on the Hyngarian people,

"As to the actions of the Weet, I do not expect any-
thing from the Western powere anymore because since
they did not do anything at the time when it was
poasible end easy for them te do so, why would they
come to our assistance now?when it is too late.

"Concerning my hopss -- there is only one thing every-
body in Hungary, including m{nu:l.r, hopes for and that
is the Russien withdrawal not only from Hungary but
from Eastern Eurcpe, This would be the only soclution.
Also, I would hope for a free election and a new
governmmant in Hungary. I believe that I am voleing
the opinion of all Hungarians.

"As to what means these hopes may be realized, I

really cannot say which maans could ba used. Every-
body has seen in the past that UN panctions are not

a weapon that can be used against Russla and Rusaia
doee not obey UN sanctions. In my opinion, thare
remains one alternative and this 16 war. These opinions
differ in Hungary. Some believe that war is undesirable
and others again thinlk that this 15 the only means by
which some solution could be achieved., I do not be-
lieve that a war is likely to cccur in the near future,
but I am convinced on the other hand, that as tinme

goee on, slowly but surely, 1t will lead to a war.

"As I said before, other means than war would not___ooffex
have any effect on the Russianse. The only,Solufion, '
and this is only wishful thinking, is an internsl
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change in the Soviet Unlon which certalnly would
lead to a settlement in Eastern Europe.”

B. Regarding Hungary's future, respondent said,
"As previously mentioned, I was rather a pessimist
and I did not hope or expect anything from the West.

Tha nvarﬂggnﬁaraun in Hungary, however, was hoping
for asels e from the Western powers."

I could not make her elaborate further on this sub-
ject.
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“OCIAL, POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC IDEOLOGY

A. FRespondent's ideas about an independent Hun-
gary were: "An independent Hungary should and

must revert to agriculture., The overdevelopment

of heavy industry 1s an unhealthy state of affairs.
Hungary doeg not have the raw materisle needed for
heavy industries. Hungary should continue to pro-
duce wheat, for instance, then corn; further the
induetrial plants such as hemp and flax; also, some
Tflovier seed8. The growlng of rice and cotton, for
instance should certainly be discontinued in Hun-

. Regarding the industries, Hungary should re-
vert to the light industries and the consumer com-
modities should be produced mostly -- for instence,
clothing, eto."

"If the Cgmmunist regime were overthrown in Hun--

gary, respondent thought that the larger national

enterprises should be left in the hands of the State

antd the emaller ones should be returned to the private

gznarg.aﬂThﬂ co-operatives and small farms should be
E80lved.,

In an independent Hyngary, soarding to respondent,
the heavy industry should remain in the hands of
the State. The private industrial enterprises, on
the other hand, must also be encouraged because
this would create competition and finally, this
would lead to a better quality and lower prices.

Respondent did not believe that the governmment of
an indspendent Hungary should set a maximum limit
to the amount of land one person could own.

The ldnd of government respondent would like to see
in an independent Hungary is that cof a liberal de-
moeratiec government, a coalition government made up
of’ different parties. Respcndent saild she did not
believe in the one-party system, of course. Res-
pondent chose the kind of government that guarantses
the all-personal freedoms but does not assure every-
one the standard of living because she said that in
8 free country everybody could get ahead according
to his own ability and choice. In reespondent's view,
liberty and freedom are the most important factors. .
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On outlawing the Communist Party, respondent said,
emphatically, "Yest" When p:-nbeé why, she said

that after the 12 of Communiet rule, nobody
should be allowed to Join a Party voluntarily cr

through etupidity, or for any other reason which

advocates the overthrow of the world and Christian
ideals. For the same reason, she would also be

in favor of outlawing fellow-traveling organizations.

C. Respondent would like Hungary's position patterned
after Austria's. O&he wants to have & complete neutral-
ity for HUngary because this 1s the most suitable form
of iInternational position. She wae most emphatic in
stating this and also added that everybody else back
in Hungary 1s thinking the same, Ag the different
relations with the various countries in ths world,
respondent did not want to see any military trade

or cultural relations with Russia at all. She would
welcome aeconomic and cultural relations with all
cther eastern European states and with the US.

Cn the posslbility of a Danublan Fedaration, res-
pondent had already heard tnis in Hungary, but shs

volced some doubts whether this gnnd 1duﬂ.ﬂnu1d

worlt because in her mind, there were too aon-
troveraial ideologles reigning in the coun 5%
congernad. She thought that the Danubian Fiduxutinn
might worlk in theory quite well and it 1s very
desirable, bubt 1t is doubtful whether it could be
brought about. In a Danublan Federation wik Hungary,
ehe would like to see only Austria and Bulgarias --
no other country. Accordingzg to raspondsnt, the
general feeling about this problem was very dividad
in Hungary. Some people advoceted it and others
were dead-s2t against 1t,

Respondent did not find Hungary's present boundaries
acceptable, She would welcoma a territorisl adjust-
ment which should be brought about an interna-
tional court. At present, she is not very concerned
ovar the fate of the Hungarian minorities living out-
gide of Hungery because she believes that with the
@xception of Romania, the Hungarians in the other
countries are not too badly off. Haowever, tha whola
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question is rether important to her because she

believes that Hungarlan natlionality should live

within Hungary. More so because these Hungarlan
minorities are living under the rule of another

country dues to erbitrary treaties,
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XV,

THE FORMATION OF PUSLIC OPINION

A. "People in Hungary learned about events out-
gide of the Iron Curtain through forvign radilo
ntmtiwmer broadcasts.”

Respondent did not remember hearing anything about
the 20th Party Congress or about what Hhrushchev
gald about this congresas. Respondent also did
not hear anything about Senatox MeCarthy or the
un-American Activities Committee, or Peron. In
fact, she did not evan know who he was.

The respondent had not heard much about Rakosils
private life. <She only heard that allsgedly his
wife was a spy who had been place to wateh him,

It was generally lnmown, however, that he lived in
great luxury on the other side of Lalke Balaton,
where respondent's mother had a house at Balaton
Aliga. He had a huge villa there. This place

wag guarded within a five-mlle radius by the AVH
and nobody could go near the place, not even acroas
the water. It was also generally kmown that Rakosl
:;; always under heavy guard at all times by the

B. As to respondent's generasl reading hablts, she
did not read newspapers regularly. She only read
the ladles' journal and then she read some of the
Hungarian and Western claessics in the Hungariasn
tranplationa. The contemporary Hungarian literature,
in her opinion, was thrash. Ag first, there was the
liberation period, then came the literature on the
Socialist man, end finally, the lliterature on the
reactionaries undermining the Socialist word. A
%reat number of Russian classlcs and contemporarym
1terature wae also printed in translatimin Hun-
gary. Even the childrens! fairy tale books were
tranpglated from the Russian. In 1955, according
to respondent, there was a reprint of the "Grlmms'
Falry Tales" and this was 80 popular that within
a couple of weeks one ecould not get any coples,
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Resepondent's family subsecribed to the ar N
newspaper because this was the only daily w Was
not filled with Communist propagenda and 1d::i;§i‘
Respondent never read the newspapers very c 1y
because she lmew that they were unreliable. The
only items that wara trused to some extent were

the sports news and on-the-spot reports. Respond-
ent and her family never read any publicatlons from
the USSR or other satellites, nor did they read any
Western literature. Respondent aleo never heard of
illegal publications.

C. Respondent and her family did get news by word
of mouth. This newa was wmostly the news of the
forelgn radio broadcasts. Friends and acquaint-
ances passed the news on and so did she, Regarding
the rellabllity of this newe, respondent said that
it depended entirely on the person who gave it.
Some people were more reliable, others not, She
always passed on the information by word of mouth
to relisble friends acquaintances.

F. Respondent generally went to ths c¢inema once

or twice a week and to the theatre or opera twice

a month. She mostly saw Italian and French movies,
which, in her opinion, were extremely gocd.

sShe saw Hungarian films only in the last couple of
years when they started to be imma more free from
pollitice. She preferred comedies and went to see

the Hungarian ones. Respondent also stated that

She very seldom paw Russian pictures because she
thoroughly disliked them, However, she also saild

that some of the colored films, especially musicals,
were extremely pood. She mentioned one Russian colored
film, "Romeo and Juliet". She said that in the last
two years, sginece 1953, there were less and less Russian
movies shovm in Budepest and more French, Itelian,
German and English f£1ilms,

The two movies she liked best during the last two years
were an Italian swiwesd musical in color, "La Traviata",
and an Italian-French movie, "The Monfgtery at Parma."

The plays she enjoyed the moat were G. B. Shew's "St,
Joan’ and Eugene Heltai's "The Silent Cavalier".
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XVI. EVENTS OUTSIDE OF HUNGARY

A. "I do not think that there are any great
chances of an internal change in Russia since
the change from within can be brought about

by a revolution. A gradual liberation
will certainly not work in Russia because the
government would never willingly give in.
Therefcre, I believe that only a radical change
could achleve anything. If Russia had a free
election, I think the people would, on the whole,
raject Communism. MNevertheless, the number of
votes for Communism would be far greater than,
for instance, in Hungary.

"In my opinion, the top leaders of Russia are
out to lmpoase tyranny not only over Russia but
alpo over the satellite nations. I do not be=
lieve that, individually, they have speoial alms
and motives, They differ from the Hungarian Com-
munists In the way that the Russian Communists
are Communists by conviction and I do not think
the Hungarlian Communists are all-out Communists
&t heart and do not believe implicitly in the
doctrine, The Hyngarian Communist leaders, I
balieve, are crooke because they are serving
the Soviet Union and not the Hungarian nation."

B. Respondent put the relative popularity fwmxibamw
., of the other nations in Hungary as follows:
Poland, Bastern (Germany, Czechoslovakis, Bulgasria,

and Romania. Respondent eaild that this classi-
fication 1s according to the preferences and dis-
likes of the people of these countries since ths
governments are the puppets of the Communipt rule
Just like in Hungary. Respondent thought Poland
to be moat popular in Hungary because Poland has
very much 1n common with the Hungarisn nation,
They fought side by side in the course of history;
they were also oppressed many times as were the
Hungarians. The popularity of the Germans, even
though they are now under the Russlan rule, 1s
due to the fact that the Germans, after all, are
aloo a cultured people. Romania, on the other
hand, wes alwayes dieslilted by the Hungarians --
not only because the people and the government
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were disliked but also because Hungarians looked
down on the low cultural standards in Romania,

Hespondent believed that if free elections were
held, EBast Germany would certainly reject the
Communiet regime and so0 would Romania and Bulgaria.
The only coun she was doubtful about was Czecho-
slovekia, BShe thought that there was a great number
of Communists in this country.

Regarding the standards of living, respondent placed
BEastern Ge on the top, followed by Czechoslovalia.
She belleved that Hungary and Poland had about the
sama standard of living and Bulgaria was followed

by Romania, in her opinion.

C. In reference to Poland, respondent thought that
Gomulka's government did not b about a complete
change. Even though Gomulka's policy is a step in

the right direction, the policy of gradualism will

not succeed and cannot bring about & radical change

in Poland, Gomulka, in her opinion, will stay in

powar but he wlll not adhere strictly to the 3talin-
1at poliecles because his popularity would be threatened,
He will always obey the orders from Moscow.

In respondent's opinion, the eventa in Poland had no
direct effects on the revolution in Hungary. The
Polish example did instigate the dissatisfaction of
the Hungarians but, 1t did not have an effect on the
revolution iteelf,

Reapondent did hear about the Polish thaw in the last

yea: and also that there were strikes and demonstra-

tione in several Polish townms, This was even men-

tioned by the radio (Hungarian), but the public got

hold of the news mainly through the foreilgn radilo

Eﬁgﬁdﬂﬂﬂtﬁ' Respondent alsc heard about the revolt
Poznan.

Respondent was most emphatlcally against the FPolish-
type of solution of the Hungarian revolution since
she belleved that only a radical change can bring
about resulta.
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D. Respondent held the opinion that Tito and

Yugoslavia have not been influential in Eastern

Europe because Yugoslavia has broken with the

Soviet Union and the other satellites have not.

Respondent did not think Tito was the originator

of national communism. Respondent also thought

that Tito is a Communist just as all the others,

but ne 1s a very emart man who can use the two

world powers -- Russia and the western hemisphere --

against each other. Ehe heard very derpgatory

viewa about Tito's behavior and thought him to be

a gangater for changing his attitude in two or

threa years. Therefore, Tito's relations with

other Eastern European nations, Russla, and the

Weet are always - based on how the wind blous.

fxmm because nobedy can clearly see what Tito's

real pollcy is. Respondent wae algo very annoyed

with Tito's behavior during the Hungarian revolution.

She heard his speech over the radio in which he dis-

approved of the Hungarian revolution. Regarding the

Rajk case 1in Hungary, respondsnt believed that the

whole blow-up occwrred because at that time Russia

zg; agti-Titn end so everybody else had to go along
B mal

Regarding Tito's popularity,in Yugoslavie, respondent
was informed by some friends who came on a vieilt,
that he is not very popular but he is a very strong
dictator. The living standard in Yugoslavlia, ac-
cording to respondent's friends, 1s higher than
that of Hungary.and Respondent was told that the
labor conditions are quite good in Yugoslavia --
anyway, much better than in Hungery. Algo per-
gonal freedom is more respected. People are al-
lowed to travel but, on the other hand, the press
is well under control,

E. In respondent's opinion, the Communists galned
control of China because, first of all, it is very
distant from the European hemisphers and also, there-
fore, the Chinese people really do not lmow what
Communiem is. Further, the living standard in China
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is extremely low and the people are very uneducated.
Therefore, it is easier to lie to them and to promise
them a great deal.

Respondent thought that Communist China is independ-
ent of Moscow at present because later on it will

be dependent of tha USSR just as well as other satel-
lite nations are. Psrhaps the Russians are now try-
ing, with more subtle means, to conquer China, Also,
was never occupled like the nations of Eastern Europe
80 the entire situation is slightly different., How-
ever, in the long run, respondent believed that China
will also come under the Communist rule just as the
satellite countries did. Respondent did not lmow
anything about relatbns between England and India.

On the Suez situation, respondent said the following:
"I do not believe that the Anglo-French invasion of
Egypt was rightful., It was the violation of the in-
dependence of a country and I hold the same views
about the Israell invasion.

"On the other hand, I do agree with Egypt's right
o nationalize the Canal because, after all, 1t
passes through Egypt's territory.

"The events in Egypt had an effect on the develop-
ments in Hungary because they divertad the attantion
from the events in our country."

F. The sgtandard of living in Western Germany iz ex-
tremely high and the working conditione are also very
%noﬂ. In some extent, the whole situation is similar

© that of the US, but, of course, on a smaller scale.
Western Germeny is producing, with American assist-
ance, & very great amount of goods presently for the
international market.

Whether or not the Germans are dangerous and would
start another war, respondent thought that this would
be possible only if the Germans were united -- that
18, Zastern and Weetsrn Germany. When respondent was
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in Germeny, she very frequently hesard (Germans
voleing the ldea of a German hegomony in Europe.
Howaver, respondent saild that she balieved that

the Cermane would not start another war at present,
axcept for the purpose of uniting the split country.

"I disapprove of West German re-armament and I do
not quite see why the US ie helping the Germans so
much. I have no 1dea about the strength of the
West German Army, or about the term of service in
the West German Army."

Comparing the West German cccupatlion army with the
Russian occupation forcee in Hungary, respondent
eaid that the Russian ocoupation force was a more
distasteful one not only to respondent personally,
but to the entire nation. The German occupation
troope were an army of cultured people and this,
of coursge, was falt during the occupations. The
Germena did not steal, they did not commit any
rapinga, and they were never brutal. Respondent
based this opinion on the fact that they also had
German officers and men billeted in thelr house
and riever was even a pin missing., Both the en-
iisted men and officers were extremely well dis-
eiplined, The Ruseian occupation army, on the
other hand, was looting, raping, and nitugathur
wae & barbaric lot -- uncultured and primitive.

G. Respondent did not kmow anything about the
British Labor Party.

As to the living ectandard of various countries,
respondent zatd believed that the highest stand-
ard of living wae found, at present, in Western
CGermany, followed by England and the Soviet Union.
ohe believed that Italy and Greece are on about
the same level and Egm# she did not know about

Egypt.

E. The fact that surprised respondent particularly
about America during her first few months' stay here

wags the abundance of food and the unbelisvable quantity

that you could see everywhere. She was greatly im-
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pragsed by the number of automobiles to be seen
on the ptreets.

As to what the US ghould do now for the people of
Eastern Europe, respondent sald,"After what had
happened in the fall of 1956, I do not ses what
and how the UN and the US could do anything for
Eastern Euope at present. The actual polley of
the US regarding the Russlan problem 1s completely
wrong. Not only now, but sometime back, when the
US started to be on very friandly terms with the
Soviet Union, I think that thies was the time when
the miptake was made."

"Concerning aid to the present governments of Po-
land, Yugosiavia, etc., I do not believe, desplts
the fact that Yugoslavia has brolken with the USSR,
that she would merit ald. Poland, on the other
hand, because of the Russlans stationed there,
would have everything taken away by the Russlians,
Thia 18 the same situation with Hungary. 8o, 1t
would not pay the US to glve anything to these
comtrien. My opinion haes not changed on thie
question since my arrival in this country.

"I think the best thing tmxwm for the US would be
to completely break off with the present govern-

ment of Hungary.

"I believe that Hungary would weloome Western visitors
vary much., Thess c¢ould be tourlists, newopapermaen,
ete., I would inform these hefmrExih people before
they left for Hungary that they should open thelr
eyes and see for themselves and not believe only

what they are shown by the government offlcially.

"Also, people at home would love to recelve Western
boolts and periodicals, but I do net quite aea how
thin could be arranged because the present govern-
ment would certainly not let them in. The best ldea
would he %o . sell them openly in all the bookatores
and nevspaper stands. I also am sure that if the
Hungarians back home would hear that Hungarian exiles
were associated with such activitiaﬂﬁ it would malce
a very favorable impression on them,
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ﬂagnrﬂigé the Marshall Plan in 1948, as launched
the US, respudent said: "I cannot give an wmn-
blased view on the lMarshall Plan because we were
given only a very slanted vliew and, sccording to
the Soviet propagandsa the US dumped unusable
surplus goods on the countries that accepted the
Marshall aid.

"I algo do not lmow why in 1950 America became in-
volved in the Koreen War."

J. On the quaestion whether the UN, in the last

months of 19556, could have affected the situation

in Hungary, respodent said, "The UN could have done

gonething for my coumtry and I am thinking parti-

cularly about the economic sanctions the U could

have enforced on Russgia. Furthermore, I also think -
that a diplomatic break of relationships would have

helped also. But I firmly believe that the economic

sanctiona, had they been anforced strictly and com-

pletely, would have brought Russla to hesl.

"I really cannot say that I am satisfied with the
activities of the W, nor ita effectiveness, It
seems that something 1s wrong with the whole set-

up baceuse Iin vary serious problems, they are com-
pletely powerless and cannot enforce thelr own rules.
For these reasons, I do not think that the W will
undertale any effective action on behalfl of Hungary
in the foreseeable future.”
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XVII. ENOWLEDGE OF AND ATTITUDES TOWARD SELECTED
PERSONALITIES

A. Respondent could not name any person she
. thought could be the greatest living Hungarian,

. B. Respondent's reactions to other persons of
importance in world affairs were: "Imre Nagy -
he was not the i1dezal man to lead our country
but, durlng the revolution there was ncbody else.
At that time he would have done the Job quite well.
He is not a bad man despite the fact that he 1a a
Communiset and for thip very reason, I am sure he
would not have stayed long &s a head of the governm-
ment.

"Cardinal Mindszenty . is & man of great common
Bense and he saw very clearly the Hungarisn situ-
ation &8 he detalled it in his speech during the
revolution. I am also oonvinced that all charges
against him were Juast fictitlious and were made up
by the regime only for the purpose of giving them
cause to act up ageinat the Roman Catholic Church!
more effectively.

;& have already told you what I thought about Laszlo
Jk.

"Erno Gero is one of the most eruel men next to Ra-
koai. MNobody expected him to act differently. He
18 a Mosecovite, he 1s a Russian cltizen and a ruth-
leas man, I really do not lmow how on earth Janos
Kadar accepted the post as the head of this last
Hungarlan government. He must be & man without any

. echaracter whatsoever and completely 1n the hande of
the Russiansa. I really cannot make him out, especially
not since he,himselfl, has suffered torture in Com-
mnist prison,

"Pregident Eisenhower mugt be & very popular man here
in the US and he has very sound and right ideas.
However, I have the feeling that he ie net strong
enough to be able to enforce them,
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"I believe that the Secretary General of the TN
Hammarsakjold 1s the right man in the right place.
We list@med in to the broadcasts of the UN sessions
during the entlre revolution and so we heard what
had happened there and, therefore, we belleved that
Hammarsijold, deepite his being an able man, is not
Btrong enough to enforce the UN sanctions.”

Respondent did not anything about Dulles, Eden, or
Truman. She did not Inow about Milkovan, Nehru, and
Chiang-kal Shek.

"Prence Nagy: during the revolution, I heard that
he wae menticned as a possible prime minister who
would come back to Hungary. But, mmxhmitz I be-
lieved that this would be a mistake becsuse he was
extremely unpopular in Hungary dus to his bshavior
in 1940 (?) when he left the country. (Respondent
could not name the year of his departure.) On the
whole, I did not believe he was the right man to
lead &2 country at all."

Respondent did not lmow anything about former Presi-
dent Roosevelt or Adenauer. About Stelin, she gaid,
"Whether we wanted to or not, we had to lmow a great
deal about Stalin, We were stuffed with propaganda
about his life and his deeds. By all means, he was
an axtremely smart man since he was able to en-
forcoe his will on the greatest part of the world,

He was & trus dilectator in the real sense of the word.
He was very similar to Hitler. He was the moat ruth-
less character In the course of history and he used
the Coomunist Party for his own purposee because he
wanted to be its dictator.”

Malenkov: respondent bellieved that he is implicitly
serving the Stalinist ldeas,.

Respondent did not lmow anything sbout Franco or
Bevan,

Khrushchev: "He was the one who invented anti-
Stalinism only for the sole purpose of assuming
Stalin's place. Khruschev 1s, nevertheless, try-
ing to achieve this aim by different means -- that
is the only difference."

Tito: respondent referred to her previous statement.

Respondent did not imow anything abcut Peron
Molotov, Ollienhauer, and Churchill. ’




34-F
H

XVIIL/54

XVIII. ATTITUDES TOWARDS EXILES AND EXILE ACTIVITIES

A. In reference to people who escaped from
thgarwﬂ rés ent gave the following Informa-
tion: People who left Hungary were, first of
all, those who took part in the freedom fight
and who had to fear the Communist reprisals.

Also, those who left were the former political
prisoners who lmew well that if they were caught

in Hungary, they would be put back into prison.
Then, many famllies left Hungary who had no hope
under the Communist regime of getting ahead in
thelir lives., 0Of course, there was & number of
young people who were seeking scmething new and,
also, as always, there was the pcum of the nation
who tried to come out -- former prisoners who com-
mltted erimes (I am not thinking of the former
political prisoners now). When such an exodus
osccurs, thie cannot be avoided. R ing the
age of the escapees, they were mostly the younger
paople and, regarding the class, they were students,
intellectuals and workers, The peasantry, as a rule,
did not leave the land. The peasants do not have a
profession they could take up easily in an alien

country.

"Most people came from the border territory around
Sopron, Szombathely and Szentgotthard. A great
number, of course, came from Budapest and its viecinity
as well as from the Tranedanublan district.

"People who stayed at home were mostly members of
the older ganeration. These people did not dare,
or did not want to leave their home and their coun-
try. Purthermore, people who had good jobe and
good employments also did not come oubt and lastly,
the Communists also stayed behind.

"I, personally, am very sorry for them. I think

about them quite often especially when I compare

my &itustion here in the US, But, on the other

hand, maybe these people are willing to make sac-

rifices for staying homs in their homeland, By
1&%1 means, they have chosen the more difficult
ot.
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"In my opinion, the people who stayed in Hungary,
egpecially those who have several members of their
families now, hers in the US or elsewhere in the
fee world, are happy that they have escaped and
at leaat these people will have it better. Many
are sorry that they have not come cut also. But,
of course, as there always will be, many people
wlll be resentful. They argue that it will be
very easy to return to Hungary when this situa-
tion has ed and it 18 more difficult to stay
behind now. f course, these voloces were also to
heard in 1945 and will always continue.

"Assuming that Hungarians had a chance to come to
the West, I am sure that another two million will
ﬂﬁﬁﬂ guﬁ from Hungary, Hgwever, the rest will atay
behind.

B. Respondent has heard of Hungarian exile organi-
zations and individuals that have active in the Wesnt
during the last ten years. However, she could not
name any organizations or individuals. She did not
have any contact with such organizations or indivi-
duals since leaving Hungary. When checking the list
of organizations and individuals, 1t was the MHBK
that she could volunteer some opinion about. &She
heard about this organization from her uncle who 1is
a member of that organization and she lmew that the
MHBK is the organization of Hungarian veterans.

Conecerning the list of individuals, she heard of
Charles Pa%:r in comnectlion with his political ac-
tivitles while in Hungary before immigrating to the
US. She aleo heard about Archduke Otto of Hpasburg
in connectlon with the trail of Cardinal Mindszenty,
when the Communiste charged Mindszenty with trying
to bring back Otto from Hapsburg to the Hungerian
throne,

Admiral Horthy: respondent said that under his governer-
ship Hungary enjoyed good and orderly conditions, even
though, economically, there were a few things to be de-
8ired. Horthy, according to rsspondent, knew perfectly
well what the cutcome of the war would be and he acted
accordingly only under Germen duress,
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Whethar or not people, who left Hungery before
1956, did accomplish or try to accomplish any-
thing for Hungary, they really tried to, ac-
coring to respondent's beliefs. The goodwill
wag there but it was impossible for thedi to do

so since thelr hands were, more or less, tied.
During the revolution, nobody ever thought of
the exilen, she bellieves, because pecple were
busy with something quite different.

C. Respondent did not lmow of any Hungarian who
egcaped to the West after 1045 and returned to
Hungary. On the redefection campaign of the
Communists, respondent believed that this was
purely a propaganda move on the part of the re-
gime, However, 1n sesveral cases, there were
quite succesasful. Those men who returned to
Hungary, however, were arrested and put to trisl.
This she heard from several of her scquaintances
who wrote to her about this. She even named
General Rudiger who returned for the sake of his
family and was immediately arrested end tried,
He never even met his family again,

D, In respondent's opinion, all people who left
Hungary should now unite and not try to work in
different parties and different organizations
because the power lies only in unity, materially
and spiritually. Also, if there is a wnited or-
@nization that works for the Hungarian cause, it
can act much better in ocase of a change in Hungary.
People in Hungary would like to know about the
exlles -- how they are faring here, what eort of
obs they have, and whether or not there 1= any
th in the propeganda the Communliet regime 1=
putting out regarding life in the US. People back
in Hungary, according to respondent, should lnow
what sort of people left Hungary and who came out.
It peemg to here that people in Hungary are not
fully aware of how many really valuable elements
of the country had left., In respondent's opinion,
the exiles now should show an example to our host
nation, America, that they are deserving the con-
fidence into them end also, &ll the emigres should
try to lead an examplery life sc that Americans
would not be sorry for going out to such an extent
to help the Hungarians,
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"I, myself, would do the same, Furthermore, I would
alwaye tell everybody about the Hungarian revolution
and the Hungarian cause because I would not like to

see that this should be forgotten by the public.

The Western world must know and must Bee clearly

how things stand back in Hungary right now,""

When asked which exile organization she would lilke
to join, respondent said that she has already Joined
the Hungerian-American Assoclatiocn for University
Students whiceh is co-operating with the World As-
soclation of Hungarian Studente in Ewrope. Thelr
aim ie, mwainly, to inform the world about the alms
of the Hungarian youth and to keep a record of all
the young people who emigrated from Hungary. &She
also disclosed that this assoclation has only new
emigres as members.

About her feeling on the various Hungarian pollitical
parties, respondent could not say anything about

ies .~ . in exlle befors 1948. In reference
tc politieal parties revivied in Hungary during the
revolution, she saild that she had heard that the
Catholic Party and the Smallholders' Party had
been revived, Hgpwever, she believed that at that
time = more important things were &t stake other
than fo a party and she did not think that it
wae a wigse thing to do starting with party activities
so goon., First, they should have waited, according
to respondent, until the situation became stab'lized
a little bit and, only then, should thess parties
taken up their activities.

E. Respondent said that she wants to contlnue her
studies which she had started now and learn as much
as possible. She also voiced her intentlon to go
back to Hungary but only if the circumstances change
completely and Hungary is free again. If she has
any children in the US, she wants them to learn Hun-
garisn as well as English.




XIX. AUDIENCE REACTION TO RADIO AND LEAFLETS

A. Respondent always listened to the radionbroad-
casts of BBC, VOA, RFE and to the Hungarian broad-
cast of the Viennese radio. All radio broadcasts

were jammed., The least jammed was the Viennese broad-

cast because it was broadecast in German while the
others were in Hungarian, 3She listened to the West-
arn broadcagte every evening, regularly, after work.
she always told others what she had heard and she
also received newe from other people in this way.

They always listened together with the family to

thelr own radio.

"There certainly a risk while listening to these

breadcasts and people, when they listened, tuned

down thelr radios, closed the doors and windows.

lievertheless, people continued to listen. They
Just became more cautious. The penalty for listen-
ing was usuvally an arrest, IT some one denounced
ou. The situation, however, was a little better

ter on, especially in the last few years.”

Regarding respondent's attitude to these broadeasts,
she stated that the British broadeasting was always
found to be the most reliable, matter-of-fact, and
naver exaggerated. Also, the news commentary wes
always the best. The Viennease broadeast was also
very good because it was very well informed and the
news material was reliable. VOA and RFE were not
much liked by her family becauese they found that
they were out for a great deal of sensationalism
and also they exaggerated. The manner in which

the newe was read by these two statbne gave the
impresion that it was only words, words, words

and that there was not very much behind it.

"I never allowed my mother to listen to the broad-
casts of RPFE. I usually told her, 'Come on, do

not listen to that thrash.'

"I Judged their accuracy by comparing them with
the radio broadcasta of London and, also to facts.



XX /59

"It very often happened that Radio Free Europe, for

instence, broasdeast naws which we eould control ourselvas,

waa completely untrue, RFE and VOA have always en-

couraged us with anti-Communist propagenda. They
always threatened the Communists by saying that the
day of reckoning willl come. During the revelution,
mainly, we could very well control whether or not
they were sticking to the truth. For instance, it
happened once that the RFE briadecast that a certain
building was in flames and fighting was going on
around the builﬂinﬁ We saw for ocurpelves that
this was not true.

As to the effects of these broadcasts in Hungary,
respondent dlsclosed that many people did believe,
indeed, those broadecasts and they lived for them.
However, there were alpo quite a few who were of

the opinion that for 12 long years they were simply
talikking, talicing, tallking and these people did not
pay much attention to the broadcasts. Neverthelass,
respondent said that the broadcasts of the UN sessiona
by RFE was very interesting and everybody listened
to these. VWhen probed about whether or not RFE par-
ticularly, incited the Hungarian people wilth promiees
of Western help, respondent said, "I have never heard
this and I do not belleva it 1a.truﬂ. RFE naver
promiced actual help. They only incited the feelings
by alvays, as I have sald before, saying that the
hour of reckoning will come. A= a result, people
rightfully assumed that some help was fnrthnoming

In respondent's opinion, RFE should continue to broad-
cast into Hungary but, she suggested that the news
material be sereenod more carefully and also, that

the news be broadeast in a different way and method.

Regardiig the programs in particular that RFE should
broadcast, she believed that straight politicel news
or sconomic events would be good and anti-Communiset
propaganda only in relation to important things and
more &ccurate than programs about life in Western
Europe and life in the US,would be very useful.
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B. Respondent did not hear of the initiasles NEM,
She also did not hear about the 12 Demands,

C. Respondant has not seen an RFE leaflet ever
and has . -, heard about the leaflet campaipgn.
She aloo heard that there was a great risk in-
volved in picking up tThese leallets, keeplng
them, or talking about them. The AVH was most
anxiouns to find these leaflets and peopls were
arrested and put in prison for ona or two years.
Nevertheless, people were not deterred by this
fact and thay collected them as mueh as they
¢ould and showed them to other people. Res-
pondent could not give any opinion about these
leaflets bacauee she had never sean them. She
does not believe that RFE should continue to
drop leaflats Into Hungary because she does not
gee muclhh sense in this. The risi involved in
this kind of operation is much too great as
compared to the effects of such leaflets,

D, Hespondent thought that all Western groups
broadcasting and sending leaflets inbto H

had the same goal -~ to diffuse anti-Communis
propaganda and to counterbalance the Communist
propaganda. Also, to keep alive the dislike of
Communism all over the world., She thought that
the aim was the same with BHBC, VOA, RFE, ete,
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CHILD REARING AND DISCIPLINE

"I primarily believe that the forming of the child's
character in early childhodd is the most important
thing. The character of the child should be formed
like a tree -- into the right Girection., One must
excercise a dertain discipline with the child, but
not alwaye. ¥You have to punish a child and phy-
sleal punishment, now and then, never will hurt
anybody's ego. I also believe that a child must

be brought to be able to sct and think independently.
The child must be brought up B0 28 to -~ stand alone
in the world, if necespary. Parents should never be
the slaves of the child.

"It 1s the duty of a parent to teach the child the
differences between right and wrong, to explain

things te 1t, and enforce parental authority striectly,
if necesp -=- @speclially in the =arly age. Further-
more, a d must learn what is morally right and
wrong. Aleso, I think it to be rtant that all
children must grow up within a ralision, no matter
which one, This religion should be taught at an
early age.

"I do not think that differences can be made between
the education of mitddws boys and girls because the
differences must be according to the individual
character of each child. This is not related to sex.
There is another thing that I consider very important
and this 1s that the education anc¢ parental authority
must always be exercised in a very consequent
matter so that the child never has the feeling that
he or she is not treated fairly. Another thing which
is very important is the good example of the parents."

Regard an episode in respondent's own life on how
she was disciplined, respondent recalled that she

wae her father's pet and it was always the mother who
was more strict with her. Once she ran to the father,
complaining about the mother having been too strict
with her. Vhen her father heard this, he gave her a
very good spankding and never again did she try to
complain about her mother to the father. On the
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whole, in respondent's family, they were disciplined
by being deprived of something they would have liked
or, for instance, they were not allowed to go whare
they wanted or when they wanted. Among people she
lnew, the families usually did punish children who
were six years old, even older, However, {rom the
age of 12 upward, the punishments wera less and less
frequent. In the matter of raising children, there
were great differences between the different social
eclasses, The intellectuals, of oourse, brought up
thelr children in a different way, more intelligently,
and more effectively. HAmong the lower clagses --
woricers and peasants -- the parents had neither the
intelligence nor the time to educate their children
in that way. Therefore, punishment mostly consisted
of physical punishement. The childéren of the intel-
lectuals are much better educated, as a result.

Ae to the changes during the last year in the way
children are diesciplined d their first elght
years in school, respondent believed that these
changes did exist at least on paper. In practice,
however, she did not think that very great changes
had occurred. By all means, ehe dld not pee any
changes in her family regarding how these children
are brought up. As to when punishment 1n genaral
ie abandoned, this also differs in the socilal classes
because the intellectuals stop punishing their cehildren
gt an earlier age than the workers and the peasants
0.

Undepthe Communist regime physical punishment had
been zbolished. Nevertheless, the parente continued
to use this Tform of punishment whenever necessary.
Respondent believed that it was 8till done., Exfuras
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Ictesfexiepeheysy Bafore Communism, girls were punished
by thelr teachers in the following menner: made to

atand in a corner, belng lept after achool, and some-
times, beilng given a rap on the knuclkles. Boys, of
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‘coursa, were somtimes physically disciplined by

their teachers. Another digcipline technique be-
fore Communiesm was the sending of a note to the
parents Informing them that the child behaved
badly or studled poorly, &nd did not attain the
proper grades. Lastly, the expulsion from school.
Cf all these discipline techniques, only the note
to the parents, or expulsion from school remained.
As mentioned previously, physical punishment had
been abolished. Therefore, it was extremely dif-
ficult for respondent to keep discipline, especially
in the lower grades under the Communist regime.

Regarding characteristics respondent wvalues mostly
in a friend, she sald that she wantz a - friend to
be absolutely henest, straisht forward, and of
strong character. sShe also believes that mutual
underatanding and willingness to help if needed,
ie absolutely necessary. A friend must feel that
he and she must count on the othar party. Re-
garding changee during Communism, respondent
believed that due to political differences, many
friendships were severed. Also, one had to be
more EEmtmweaoakmrpamicdhmocictenga cautious when
chooging friends,




