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CHARACTER DESCRIPTION:

The respondent often puzzled thls interviewer. OUn one
hand, he was obviously doing his best to be sincers and
honest in his answers. On the other hand, many of his
raplies either contradicied or excluded each other.

The intexviewer felt, at times, he was listening to

two different men -~ the one was persecutad undex
Communism and the one who was satisfied with the way

he was getting on and fel!t more secure than the average
Hungarian.

The only explanation is that the respondent spoke both
his name and in the name of the Hungarian people.
If we separate the two, one must acknowledge his per-
sonal honesty. He was astonishing open about the
blems concerning his religious faith and did not
eel L1t necessary to comment on hls repllss.

Personally, the respondent was not interested in the
revolution and had no reason to flght in it., But,

one intexesting point remzins: why did he leave
Hungary and why doesn't he want to return? Respondent
has a rather self-centered personality and his future
career seems to have begen his main preoccupation until
now, He has no class consciousness at all apd personal,
rather than national interests seem to lead him, He
gave the Imfmaﬂsiun that he was willing to compromise
on several issuas, either political or economical,

Respondent mostly needed pexrsonal security and knew that this
lggltinmate aim can be best fulfilled in the US, He stated

Eﬁs plans clearly and will probably succeed iln realizing
em.
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MAJUR SALIENCE AND WARM=UP QUESTION

The Americans should know the events and factors
that lead to the Hungarlan revolution. As for the
revolution, they should know what kind of relations
Hungary wanted to establish with the West.
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CHRONOLOGY OF PERSONAL EXPERIENCES, ACTIONS, ATTITUDES
AND EXPECTATIONS DURING THE REVOLUTION

From October 22, at 2:30 p.m., a general meeting of
the University of Technical Sciences was convengd =-
a meating which lasted until 2:30 a.m., I stayed
approximately until 8 p.m. Maybe 2000 students were
present with the Dean and some professors. The topic
of the meeting mmxe was the latest events in Szaged
where the university students had left the DISZ and
created the MEFESZ, A law student from Szeged told
us what the students wanted there. Little by little,
the atmosphere warmed up and the students voted almost
unanimously to leave the DISZ, Various demands were
then raised. Our dean said that he approved of the
students" decision and that he would side with them
as long as they would not break any university rules.

I was not present when the demands were phrased late

in the evening. I learnsd from my friends the next
day that ten points had been accepted and mimeographed.
At the same time it had been declded that the students
would hold a silent demonstration of solidarity before
the statue of General Ben,

The atmosphere in Hungary was gquite revolutionary at that
time., The press was very bold and contalned many oriti-
c¢isms of the regime.

Octobex 23

I went early to the university. The students guarded
the entrances and let students in only. The courses
ended earlier since the students were to gather at

< p.m. While I had lunch at home I heard that the
Minister of the Interior‘had forbidden the demcnstra-
tion. Nevertheless, we went to the university whexe

é¢ huge crowd of 6000-8000 students was already qathered,
A delegation was sent to the Minister of the %nteriﬂr
to ask him for the lifting of thes ban.
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It was announced that four additional points had been
added to the original ten points of the previous night.
These fourteen points were read. A speclal issue o

the newspaper of the Unlversity of Technical Sciences
came out in the morning with the report of the previous
night's meeting and with the fourteen points. These
demands had been stuck on walls and trees throughout
Budapest during the night,

The students had invited delegations from various
factories and Army officers' schools tc take part
in the demonstraztion. These delegations did not
fail to appear and we immedlately felt stronger.

K deputy of the Minister of the Interior came back
with our delegates and informed us that the ban on
the demonstration was lifted. The students lined up
in ranks of ten and the silent march began. e were
grouped by faculties. The people cheered us every-
where. On our way we distributed leaflets to the
passersby carrylng the fourteen points, #

Some Hungarlian flags appeared on the houses and some
had the Communist coat-of-arms cut out, We felt
that the people weére with us. Before the statue of
Bem a huge crowd gathered. The national song was
recited. Several speeches were made but the loud-
speaker was very poor. The soldiers of the nearby
barracks and the functionaries of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs were all at the windows.

When the crowd left for tha parliament, at about
4:30 p.m., it was less orderly, I mamged to get
a4 ride with some 15 other students in a military
car, Tne whole square before the parliament was
filled with people. The atmosphere became quite
revolutionary., The crowd began to shout slogans,
mostly against the Russians and against the Com-
munists. The people sang the nat?ﬂnal anthem
and asked for Imre Hag% -~ but nothing happened.
Later in the evening, Nagy arrived and said a
few words to the crowd, which booed him. The
crowd was in no mood to accept any concessions
and pressed for the realization for its demands.
By telling the people to ba patient and to go
home, Nagy committed a political mistake.
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Suddenly news arrived that there was fighting be-

fore the radio building. Many people went thers.

On there way the nc:tgied the Communist printing

house, Szikra, re the workers simply let <them |
in. The crowd wanted to go to Stalin's statue |
but was told that it had already been toppled down.,

There was no more organization. Peopletonverged |
on streatcars, trucks, etc. to the radie huilaing.

I headed for home because my mother was alone. |
On my way 1 saw many tanks of the Hungarian Amm
coming into the city. I neard shooting and real-
ized that the AVH had intervened. But, I did not

know that the Army would surrender its weapons and
side with the people.

A. During the demonstrations we saw that the Workers
and the soldiers were with us. e felt that the whole
city was with us, But we did not think demonstrations
would end in an armed revolution. I simply did not
know of the outcome, Only bafore the parllianent did
we realize that the situation was serious.

The demonstratas wers tly secondary school and
university students w oined later by workers and
functionaries coming out of work. There were also
very old or very young people in smaller numbars.

The decision to hold the demonstration was takesn on
the previous day. After we left the statue nf Ban
the demonstration became completely spontaneous.
Somebady shouted, "Let's a0 to the parliament!®,
and the crowd moved.

After October 24 I remained at home and followed
the events through the Hungarian radio and the
fnrei?n radio broadcasts. I lived in the 13th
District in which there wis not much fighting
until the victory of the revolution. I know the
revolution had triumphed ‘rom the change of tone
in the programs of the Hungarlan Radio.

B. The bloodshed weuld have been avoided if the
Secret Police would have done what the Army did.
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1 heard the term, freedom fighter, only after the
victory of the revelution.

Those who fought were mainly the students snd the
WOTkers == mustlI young men. But also girls, in

a proportion of 10 to 20 per cent, As for age,

1 saw boys of 14 and also people of 40ad 50. The
averags age was from 20 to 30,

The people recelved weapons from the Army. They
also went into the Army barracks to get arms.

I heard later that the Freedom Fighters bhac no
central leadership and had to fight in isolated
groups.

During the revolution I did not think that the
Russians would tolerate it, but I was optomistic
like averybody else. Tha news on the radio was
vary confusing. One only knew exactly what was
golng on in one's own district,

when the Russians withdraw I went to look around
in the city and to visit my friends and rTelatlves,
I did not go to the universlty because I heard
that some students who went there had bean plcked

up by the Russlans.

Ihe re-invasion

On MNovembexr 3, the press reperted that the Russlans
were surrounding Budapest but that the government
was nagotiating for the withdrawal. I was not toc
worrisd. On Novamber 4 1 woke up to the rumbling
of Russlan tanks passing before our house, 1 heard
Inre Hngg'spspﬂanh on the radio, Everybedy was
shocked by the Russians' treacherv. 1 knew the
paopls could not overcome the Rusgsians but énly in-
flict losses upon them unless the Wesit help them.
The people hopsd for some assistance fxrom the UN
both diplomatically and milltarily. The fighting
lasted for four or five days.
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A friend of mine who was in the Army stayed with us
for a week. Many of my friends went abroad. ie
heard that uniuarsitg studants were being axrested.
Under martial law, this could mean either deportation to Siberia
or execution, Wy friend left and I also began to plan
my escape. When I knew that the Russians were taking
2 control of the border, I went with a group by car to
the border, spent one night in a peasant’s house and
walked the next day some miles into Austria. \ie were
- stopped by RAussian soldiers and released after we gave
them six watches.
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EXPECTATIONS OF HELP FROM THE WEST DURING THE ReEVOLUTION

I was sure the \iest would do something for Hu:gary on
the diplomatic line, Everybody thought that the UN
would adopt a resolution guarantaaing the victory of
the Hungarian revolution and eventually take sanctions
agalnst the Russlans if they violated those guaranteesn.

These hopes seemed logical when we thought over the
internatlonal situation, Ths radio broadecasts zlao
tcld us that the UN was debating the Hungarian gitu-
ation.
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SOCIAL CLASS STRUCTURE AND ATTITUDES

A. Respondant’s Family liackground

My father worked in a commercial enterprise as a busl-
ness man when the Communists nationalized it. He be-
came the part owner of a small export-import business
which was nationalized also., He then joined the small
business and worked wlith the Aesfawda” snterprise and
dealt mostly with espresso machlines., iy father com=-
pleted high school and my mother mimmmats eight years
of elementary school.

B. Ihe Social Clagses 1n Huncary

There are four social classes == the workers, the peasantis,
the intelléctuals, and a small upper class -~ that is,
the AVH, the Party and government officlals.

I knew the intelligentsia the best; that is the class I
belongad te. I went to the university and spoke thers
with professors and assistant professors, with engineers,
etc. I worked one year ln a factory wlth workers, I
did not know the peasants.

Ihg intellectusls

The upper group consisted of the teachsrs, professors,
Eﬂ?iﬂﬂﬂf!. gtc. The functionaries and employees formed
a lower group. Then, there were the writers, artists,
and universlty students. This class was a rathar loose
one, Some groups were active, others were very shy and
afrald of loosing thelr interest, While the writers
were taking part in the theoretical struggle before the
revolution, the functlonarles did not do anything since
they ware afrald x of loosing thelr jobs.

Ihe wozkers

They can be grouped inte the skilled,; unskilled workers
and the foremen. It was a more compact class which car~
ried the economic life of the country. The workers

kihew that the¥ were need2d and were well organized as
industry was falrly centrallzed in Hungary.
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Ihe peasantzy

This was a varI isolated class. It can be divided

finto individual farmers, tulaks, and collective farm
workers., The peasantry was exploited by the Communist
regime, It could not think as fast as the workers and
students who went down to explain to them what the revo-
lution was about,

It was the peasantry which resisted Communism most
strongly. The Communist theory had more effect on
the workers and the intellectuals., The peasants
were not interested in thooretical things == they
liked to own their five or six acres of land and
disxmmt hated the deliveriss. The attempts to col-
lectivize the land by force turned the peasantry
against the Communists.

A large percentage of the wrkers was won over tempo=
rarily by the Communists. Wwhen in 1945 they recsived
17 per cent of the votes they said that they defended
the workers. Before Communism, the workers lived well
but had no pelitical role., The Communists told them
they would the leading political group and would
have deputles in Parliament. Many workers belleved
these promises, As years went by, they reallzed that
thairwera only nominally in power. They also saw have
thelr standard of living remained very low compared

to that of the West. They saw through personal ex-
perience all the fallaclies and injustices of Commu-
nism. EIHIQED tth were cnmpleteli dislllusioned

and remained politically passive although they criti-
dzed the regimeo,

Affection of the intelleggntsis
The technical group could be influenced by Communlism
for a while. They could think and evaluate and be~-
came dislllusioned even before the workers, In ap-
ﬁea:an:e they gave in to the regime, The students
ad to go to all of the Communist manifestations and
had to andure Communist propaganda. Many writers,
artists, etc. wrote what the regime told them to say

more for financial interest than by conviction. Later,
their attitude changed and they rsefused to serve Communlsm,
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Ihe former upper class

This class (factory owners, etc.) was the hardest
Ritx hit by Communism., From one day to another
a ar of 5 class lost his business or his
trade, nationalized by the State. Its further
life became very difficult.

Ihe way the diffexent clesses felt abouf each other

The workers felt superior to the peasants since the !
latter was a less organized class. They knew that |
Communism was wtnngrgut thay did not know what to

do about it. I don't know what the peasants thought

of the workers == they probably knew that the workers

were better organized.

Intellactuals saw the latent forces in the workers.

They wanted most to change things but they felt iso-

lated, They knsw that tﬁey had & common interest

with the workers and found them during the revolu-

tion., The intellsctuals also knew how embittersd the I
peasants were against Communism and that thoy were

a slower and less active group than the workers,

But when something was started, the peasantry proved

that it could act too.

E. How an lndividual gight adyance himself ip Com-=
mundst Hunoary

For me, to go ahead was to be able to study and to
work accoxding to my own talent.

To be admitted to a univesslity the family orlgin was
very important. What one's father did, or was, was
important than the talent. Many capable students
could not go to the undersitlies while other students
were gisnissad aftsr a year becauss they had no in-
telligence, Sometimes, S0 par cent of the beginners
would be out after the first vear.
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Among the workers those who worked more got more money.
To go ahead was to be active in politics., Many Party
functionaries got huge salariss and worked very little.

Tha political views were only guessed, not known == but
the past was known, Political origin and presant pre-
furences were the main factors., Those who sarved the
reqime could go ahesad much bettar than the people with
talent.

2. Those who didn't think at all, and sald what tha

reqime wanted to hsar, could go ahsad. 3Some felt that

thay were forced to do so, They were considersd re-

liable and were given top positions. |

3. Naturally, it was the upper class 1 mentioned be-
fore which received all the advantages not because of

Its talents and merits but for serv ni the ragime, in-
cluded the Party and government officials, the members
uffihe Secret Police, and to a lesser extent the Army

officers.
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VI. FAMILY LIFE UNDER COMJIUNISH

A. Effgcts of Communism on Family Life

The standard of living which was the result of Com-
munism forced both parents to work and even at that
price the difficultjes wers not solved. This situ-
ation upset family life because the children were
brought up in State nurseries and schools, and were
subjected to Communist education at an =sarly ags.
In this way, young children could be indoctrinated
and brought in opposition with their perents, Some
would denounce thelr parents as reactionaries, but
this would occur only in extremes cases,

in HHI case, family life was loosened. Feaple had
very little free time and even this was taken by

the seminars and propaganda meetings the parents
had to attend. Often, they cams home lats in the
evening, This harmful for the children who almost
never saw their parents. At school, as Plonsers,
they were subjected to Coammunist ideolegy. However,
in time, they found out at home that they weres told
many lies,

In my homeé my mother used to be at home and cook ard
look after us, Later, she had to work and came back
only in the afternoon. It was not good for me and I
became less close with my parents, But Communism
could not influence me for long since it necatively
affected my family.

B. How the Children are Brought Us in Hunaszy

1. The State wants to take the children awey from the
parents since the latter can expluai- ths fallacies of
Communism to0 them. In the nurseries and schools the
State can continually influence the children with Com-
munist history, ideology, literature, etc. Everything
was put at the service of the mgime., The sducation
was not objective and served only the purpose of Com-
munism, At the university there were almost as many
hours of Marxism~Leninism as of technical courses.
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2, Obedience of the children

The obedisnce of the children diminished 1f they
were told that they should act individually and
were smarter than the parents.

Family life :han?ed little in the countryside be~
cause of the limited ideological influenca of Com-
munism, The peasantry was more conservative and
its forms of Lifs remained the same.

The cities were mostly affected by the changes. The
workers worked extra hours and had less free time.

The inteslligentsia which was more cultured could see
things better and could use better means of educatloen.

Jhen clashes occurred batween parents and chilldren
they were of a rather political nature. The reasons
axisted before.

The children were told at school that Stalin was good

to everybody and that Communism was excellent. At

home the parents told them that Communism was all

WIOnNGS « Tﬁ& children were confusad. Often the parents

told the child to tell his lesson at school and to

forget it afterwards because it was not true. Reli-
ious instruction was abandoned at school and the
amily had to take it over.

C. Mazziage, Couriship and Sex Paitezns

Because famlly 1ife was so loose the situation differed
from the former patterns. Marriage was always considered
a very serious t inf. Under Communism it was xaktharx a
rather legalized relationship, verl few people could
live normally. Deprived of the feeling of security
regarding the future, the people lived for today.

Young m& people married more and divorced more. The
parents had less influence on them and the young
peop.e thought less and were irresponsible, larried
couples got premiums while the bechelor had to pay

g spocial tax. The Communisis wanted more children =--
mayEu in order to have a new generation they could

win over,
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Morals were v free. The children did not receive .
a proper sducation. WNo reiigion and morals were S
taught &t school == only political indoctrination,

2. Prostitution was illa?al and legally it was
prohibited. Since the 11?4“? conditions were bad
many women wers forced into it for economic reasons.

3, Officially it was not well seen if a Communist
Party member had a locose moral life, Only in 1950

ware these problems mentioned in the press -=- never
before.

0. Exiendship

Le Effects of Communism on friandshtg

People could not make friends with anybody because
they could always trust each other. Often they were
afrald of each other, This mutual distrust between
pecple reacted on friendship. Only the older friends,
with simllar views, could be trusted,

2. I would make 3 difference between a friend who
Joins the Communist FParty for material Interests and
one who joins by conviction. I would not break with
them, but, would keep away from them == not too much,
however, since they might be dangerous,

It is difflcult to keep politics out of a frisndship.
People are very interested in politics and politics
are present in uu&ribady's cdally life. In a friend-
ship politicsl Erﬂb ems prasent themselves all the
tima. To be friends, one must hold the same political
Views,

E. Crine and Alcoholism

l. Smaller thefts increased because people were forxced
to commit them dus to the bad economlc sltuation. When
somebody stole from his factory or enterprise it was

not considered immoral, but resourceful. To cause 3
damage to the State did not hurt any one. This prac-
tice applied to many peopls=.
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Those who were caught weze punished most sevarely
in order to set an example and frighten the other

people.
The common criminals werae usually caught by the police.

E-als.qhn.LLq

Many people drank because they were embittexed by

the future and by thelr economic situation. The youth
which had more advantages, drank less. Those who drank
ane were espacially tne workers who worked all day
onag.

3. Ihe & N

ate em. It was & group of uncultured peopls
from 17 to 24 years of agz., Tha Communists sald that
they were the representatives of the western culture
and many ﬁﬁuple slisved it. They were mostly young
workers who earnad enough money and had speclal sults
and shoess made for them. OUns sitive thing was in
their faver -- they dared to show nonconiformism under
Communizm. I do not consider them as criminals.

The people who did not work were locked up undexr Come-
munism and the bums were jailed. The workexs who
did not work took a big risk.
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VII., RELIGION

A, [Effect of Communism on Relialous Life

Religion was in direct opposition with the materialistic
idaology of Communism., According to the Communists reli-
gion was no more needed because everything could be ex-
plained by dialectical materialism., Rellgion was a
perpetual danger to the ideology and the unists
fought against it.

Thoy arrested the Church leaders and tried them, Those
who openly practiced their religion were branded as
"clarxicals." This was reported on thelr cadre file

and they could not go ahead. There was no more relli-
gious instruction in the schools. The Communists
destroyed the Regnum Marianum Church in Budapest and
bullt the statue of Stalin on the former site. They
did u;grything to frighten the people away from the
churches,

They did not make any differences betwsen tha various
religions and oppressed all of them. °.° . Commnunism
had the same effects on the three faiths...Catholicism,
Protestantlism, and Judalam,

B. The Role Plaved by Reliaion ip BRegpondent's Life

In the early years raliglon is very lmportant 1ln directing
the child. Later, it is necessary to keep some religions
basis, But today, rzligion is not essential and central
problem but a complimentaxy one, Religion is an aqual
factor in my life than in the life of my parents. 1

think that I am less religious than the average person

in Hunoary.

C. There should be complete freedom of religion.
The church should be compl.etely independent or ths
State and vice-versa. Churches should limit their
role to education and keep completely away from poli-
tics.

The church can advise the State and thea people, nut
cannot ban any books, films or plays.
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D. The Jewish Minority

Communism oppressed the Jewish minority like the other
religions, The people who practiced thelr felth were
put into disadvantageous positions. In 1944-45, the
Jews wers first grateful bscause the Communist saved
their physical life. Later, they saw that they made
no difference between the various religlous faiths
and reacted tha in the same way. Rakosi and Gero
were only Communists and sald so.

The Jews were beside the ravolution altho they did
not fight with weapons, They lived in Hungary and
suf fared under Communlsm but wera somewhat better
off, Thus, the problem was less burning for them,

4, The Jews are not afraid of an independent Hune
gary but only of the chaotic intexrval which may have
preceedsad democracy.
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VIII. THE HUNGARIAN YOUTH

A. The Hungarian youth consists of the sscondary
school and university students from 15 to 27;
the young workers, peasants, and intellectuals,

B, The baslc atmosphere for the revolution alrsadv
- existed in Hunﬂary. The students were only the in- ;
struments of the revolution. They gave air to their
problem, but, there wre no leaders. Ouring the fight-
iE IFUth played the main recle because of its physlical
a ty.

Youth has more problems &s far as the future is concerned
and also more time., It was very dissatisfi=d. For
example, ymu it wanted to travel but was not allowed

to leave the country. Youth is always more impulsive
and more active than older people and less tied doun

by family responsibilities.

The older people approved of the actions of the youth,
They supportad youth in the fighting but thought a
little more. The young people were glad to have their
support.

- Too much Communist ideolegy was the disadvantage -« but
broad masses of people were given some education. Many
people could be educated and even if many failed less
talents were lost than before.

I was satisfied with the quality of the education and
of the technical branches. But the students were dis-
satisfied with the Communist ideology which they had

to accept without opposition -~ at least in thelir deeds
and words, If thai did not accept it, they were dis-
missed from the university.

First, only the family origin was important to be ad-
mitted to a university. The quality was unimportant
. only the percentage of workers and peasants, Recently
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there was some amelioration when Intelligent students
were also admitted.

Everybody could choose what he wanted to be, Then,
the student was placed in the faculty where there was
room for him, If he did not like it, he could not do
anything but leave.

The older professors were excellent, while with the new
anes we felt that they knew more about Marxism than about
the branch they were teaching. The old professors were
not in agreement with the regime. Among the young ones,
some were Party members. But many young profeasors were
not interested in politics.

c. Ihe Copmunist Indoctrination of Youth

1. Communist ldeclogy was a c¢ontinual thame of propa-
ganda in the reglme's educatlon at school. Speclal
history were written. This effort showed ltself in
the field of culture, art, sports, etc., The regime
also tried to isolate the youth from Western art and
Literature.

2. The Communists falled because the youth could
2&:&9 only with theory. After a whille it realized

t the basls was wrong and that in the practice it
was not applicable. Thus, youth simply could not
believe in it. Youth was also denied many things
it wanted, such as Westarn books, culture, stc.
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IX. MAJOR DISSATISFACTIONS AS FELT IN EVERYDAY LIFE

A, iy main dissatlisfactions were the isolation fraom
the Western culture, the impossibility to traval a=-
broad and see the world, the uncertainty of the futurs.
A starting engineer earned less than a skilled worker.
Gigirally speaking, the professional opportunities were
1 tad.

B. The youth was dissatisfled for the same reasons.
For the older people the main dissatisfaction was
their wages which were insufficient. People had %o
steal in order to survive economically and they lived
in conmplete uncertainty. Thelr miniwmum human rights
were also limited,



THE ECOHOMIC LIFE

A. Th £ Livii
. Respondent's family

Our household consisted of three persons. e lived in
a two-room apartment. Both my parents worked -- mzn
mother in a State office. Thelr combined monthl -
come was 2000 forints., After the deductions, 1800.
Under Hungarian circumstances, we lived well,

wae ate breakfast and dinner at home and spent between
&00-1000 forints per month on food. Our rant cost
batwaen 200-300 forints and we paid almost the same
amount for gas, eleciricity, and heating.

Wo saved some money every month to buy clothing with =-
at least one sult & year, This caused us the greatest
difficulty since it was very Important, We had some
money left for entertainment,

I considered going on a summer vacation or owning a
car luxules,

Our standsrd of living went down under Communism,
Bafore Communism my mother did not have to work and
our housing was better, The best year was in 1948
whan we s3till had some money left,

2, 1 knew some famllies who were better off because
thase people either had high positions or because

they could steal. A doctor, married, and with one
child earned between 3500-4000 forints, A State
store manzger made 1200 forints monthly as a working
salary and 2000«3000 mores with the legal business.

He had twoe children, ata much better and had more
entertainment. But he had to be careful bscause the
regime watched how much money the people spant.



B. Resvondent's Income

1. I worksd only one year as a technician in the
textile industry in 1953-54., My monthly salary was
850 forints. Fifteen per cent was deducted for the
peace loan and twe per cent for trade union fees.

We got a premium of 10 to 15 per cent when the plan
prescribed in advance was fulfilled by ths enterprise.

1. The frees market was wvery limited., Its prices
wmere slightly higher, 10 to 20 per cent, than those
£ the State stores. DBut the quallity of the pro-
ducers was better. The Kozert stores hought every-
thing and the peasants had to give in all of their

surpluses.

These differences in prices were regular. The pro=
duces were more expensive on the fres market when
there was a shortage in the State stores or when
the pesasants had to pay heavy taxes.

2. The quality would change. This would depend on
what produces tha State would export and what pro-
guces it would import.

3, The retail distribution was well organized. When
no produces were available we knew that thaey were taken
to the Soviet Unlon or exported for hard currency to
the w2st, I heard of cases of shortage, spollage of
food and bad transportation.

One could iat gpara parts for the products manufactured
by thas national technical Industry.

and
&, IMsat, espacially veal, eggs,ahousshold articles
were in short supply. Lemons were almost impossible
to get. No colonial frults were avallable.

5, iotorcycles, winter coats, radlos, TV sets, gramo-
phones were all goods which ware too expensive for re-
qular purchasing.
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6. Ihe bk Tg;kgi
¥any small artisans worked without authorization

and many people sold various articles without authori-
zation from the State. Prices were not much higher
than the regular ones, !dany people used the black
market, Feasants brought produces to Budapest, Those
who were :aught were severely punished == alther fined
or Imprisoned, in order te frighten the other people.

D, yexking Conditions

I worked eight-and~z-~half hours a day from 8 a.m. to
3:30 p.m. with 30 minutes for lunch. That made 48
hours per week, I worked in a medium-sized factory
wgiﬁh employed 2000-3000 workers who worked in three
ghifts,

I held that particular job because¢ the secondary tech-
nical school of textiles put me to work in that factory.

My relations with my co-workers were good.

Some of our superiors were decent, some not. The tech=- .
nical engineer was decent. The diractnr. who often pos~-

gessed no skill, the Party Secretary, and the controller

of the working norms were less liked. Most of them had

completed Communist Party political courses before being

assigned to the factoxy.

Generally speaking, I was satisfied with my job.
The technicians were good professionally.

3., The vacation plan favored those who were active in
the Party and trade union activities. The sickness in-
surance was relatively good. Pensions were vurI Llow

altho the State tried recently to improve the s tuatlnn.

| 55 1 would prefer to live in town., I always lived there
and find there the conditions necessary to my life.
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hs far as diet was concarned the agricultural worker
had sverything on the spot which did not apply to ths
workers who lived in town.

The general standard of Livinec was higher in the cities.

Politleally, it was perhaps easier in the village be=-
cause politlecs were less oryanized there. The Part
Saecretary could catch us in the factory, while in the
village he often had to walk many miles in orxder to
find = peasant.

2. -.',":E,Lui
when cuiIec%?#Igaiiun was %ﬁtrndu:ed it seemed to

me to be a good ides in theory, Today I see that it
cannot be reslized in practice and that something must
bs wreng with collectivization,

All the peasants who ownad some land opposed collectivi-
zation. Only those who had nc land wanted it; or those
who would have got polltical or financial advantages .
out of it.

I heard of collectives baing dissolved during the revo-
lutior and someé six months before 1t. Tha reasons were
that the peasants were very dissatisfied that the col-
lectives wore imposed by means of coerclion and that they
ware running a deficiti

3, I cannot answer whether I would prefer to live on
a4 collective farm, & State farm, or a private farm be-
cause I do not know the clrcumstances.

4, For an independent Hungary I would like to see
the small=slized private farming and also collective
farming on a voluntary tasis not run by the State
but by the peapant cooperatives. Both land and
means of production should be ovmed collectively.
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THE POLITICAL LIFE
A

l., As & young secondary student I was interested in
politics, I heard a lot about the Social-Democratic
Party among our acgquaintances,

2. I did not know the Communist Party well vet, but
it appeared sympathetic with 1lts slogans., 1 saw its
true face when it took complete power in Hungary.

B. Views on the Communist Party From 1948 On

1, The Members

First, there are the convinced Communists either from
l?lghur trained in the Soviet Union. There are not many
0 em,

Then come those who sympathize with the Communist prin-
ciples but are not Communists. Some were anti-Nazl and
anti—iasciat during the war and were mislead by the Com=
munists,

Finally, come the careerists whose aim was to get advan-
tages and to go shead through the Party. They usually
got good salaries,

The unconvinced members saw the mistakes but did not
speak out against them. However, many fought during
the revolution.

2, Changes in Party peolicies

Chenges in Party policies occurred from 1948 until
1956, The Communists went too fer with the system of
terror, Then, Stalin died. The Hungarian Communist
Party was the lackey of the Soviet Communist Party.
Changes in Moscow were followed by similar changes in
Hungary. As the situation relaxed or became worse in
Russla it became the same in Hungary.

I knew that there was a struggle between factions in-
side the Party -- between Rakosl, Kadar, and Nagy.
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3. Party morale

Farty morale was nnlz a phrase without practical
meaning, There several types of Party members who
sll thought in different ways, Some said the Party
made mistakes but was still right; many said the
Party was wrong for this and tried to correct them
since thera was a8 huge gulf between ths Farty and
the people., The Party members had the duty to ac-
cept the declsions of the Central Committee. Party
unity was more important than theoretical discussions
of principles. Those who did not accept this unity
were excluded from the Party,

The top leaders wers fanatlcs who said, "Thls Is
right and that's all." These fanple were old Com=
munists. When Communism was illegal it looked like

a progressive movement. I would call them fanatlcs -
puppaets of the Russiasns - Soviet citizens. They re-
presenied the Russlans' interests not those of the
Hungarian people, HRakcsl did even more than what he
was asked to do,

C. Oepesition %o Commupisn

1. Theres was no open and concrete resistance becauss
this was impessible and too dangerous due to the terror.
fut the atmosphere was anti-Communist. Among themselves,
the pecple always spoke agalnst the regime and there were
many anti-regime jokes.

The workers and the peasants apgnsed the regime. The
peasants refused to join the collective farms and the
agrizultural plans of the State could not be realized.

The State felt this resistance since it was important
for it te rely on the people who were supposed to be
its foundation. The passivity of the workers and
peasants contrasted with the activity procalmed by
the Communlsts.

2. This opposition hehavior was a constant one, In
1953 Imre Nagy made some economical concessions but
gave no meore freedom., In 1996 the terror seemed to
relax and the people could speak up more freely.
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3., Activities of the intellectuals

1 read the and thaiﬂguﬂﬂ¥_%§§gjjg.
1 heard of the debates of the Petofi Circle
university. Unfortunately, I was in the army last
summer when the most important debates took place.

The people did not dare to express their feelings and

had no publi¢ means of informatlion to do it. The writers
. had the means of the press to do this and they spread the

views of the people. I don't know why they turned so

guickly against the regime after having supported it for
. 50 many Yyears.

They showed the mistakes of the regime and encouraged

{he people to speak up and to criticize the regime |
openly. For this they can be considered as the fore- |
runners of the revolution. |

4, The intellectuals, first, served ..z Communism when
they spoke not for the country but for a small foreign

minority. However, I rasg:;t them for recognizing their
mistakes and correcting t by turning azainst the |
hated regine, |




31-M
H

X11.

29/X11

THE APPARATUS OF POWER
A. The Secxzet Police

1. Some AVH men were convinced Communiste but most of

them were pald mercenaries who recelved ald to ten
times higher salaries than the average people did.
For this many did the dirty work of the regims,

4., People in Hungary lived in constant fear, ThE{
ware dissatisfied and could not express their opinlons
without fearing arrest.

5. Some informers were Communist Party members in the
factories. Many lll-intentioned persons denounced many
ggnpgeu Others were blackmailed by the AVH and forced

work for the Secret Police. Many informers were led
by financial motives, They were considered the vilest
scum of the nation.

6. If somebody kept his mouth shut he could avoid
trouble. Sometimes, tho, one had to speak up in
their language since the Communists wanted everybody
to be active,

7. Some young people ware drafted into the AVH and
were border guards. The regular secret Enlic&man
would have never fought on the side of the revolution.
They ware the only ones who resisted during the revo-
lutlion,

B, lihen Hungarg is independent the secret policemen
should be brought before a court and punished according
to their respaective crimes.

9, The regular ?ulice behaved well during \World wWar II
and also now during the revolution. They came from the
paople and were not & privileged class with high salaries
lik& :E: AVH. They held close to the workers and sided
with M.

The press wrote little about the work of the police. It
was probably as good as any average police force in Europe.
Some policemen could be bribed but controls were very strict.
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Juring the revolution they either gave their weapons
to the people or helped them, They aided the people
agalnst the AVH. They collaborated with the revo-
lutionaries who used their barracks as quarters.

B. 18 _Courts

2. 1 was too young before 1945 to know how the
courts functioned at that time.

3. I heard of the Peoples' Courts but cannot express
any opinlon about them because I was only ten years old
2t that time.

Today the family clrcumstances and origin played an im-
portant role in the judiciary system. For ﬂxamfln. &
worker, even if found gulilty, would be treated leniently
because of his urig;n or good cadre file, The Communists
also staged many show trials and countless kulaks were
victims of this systam.

C. Ihe Hupgarian azmy

1. FHole played by the Army during the revolution !

The soldlers and the non-commissioned officers
sided with the revolution from the beginning. It was
naturasl since it was the peoples' army. The soldiers
were sons of workers and pesasants and political in=-
doctrination had no success with them, Many top of=-
ficers turned against the revolution, They were a-
fraid of lesing thelir positions and even their lives,
The Army lost all central leadership even at the level
of the division and most of its armed actions were done
individually.

It could be sxpected that the soldliers sent out to dis-
perse the people who sided with them,

2. Life in the Axmy

Our milltary group consisted of students who were
nut with the reqular soldlers in order to become artil-
lery officers. During one month we received practical
tra .in? about the theoretical things we learned at the
urniversity, We also political lecutes. The soldiers
had to listen to them but wera not at 3all interested In
them.
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The officers were mostly of worker and pessant orloin
who jolined the Army after 1945, Thay were made oificers
in one or two years and thelr militari training and cul-
tural levels were very low, Only during the recent years
did I hear that officers wsre trained from four to five
years.

The officers' majority wes in favor of Communism but
from private conversatiors with some of them we gatherad
that their political views wers closer to the peopile,
Even so, they did not dare speak asgainst tha recims
because the politlcal officers always kept an eyec on
them.

The officers treated the soldiers roughly but thay could
not do the same with the students who were more intel-
ligent. During the revolution, many revolutlonaxy
councils were creatsd in the Army, Those officexs who
disliked by the soldiers were dismissad and those who
were liked were elected because they had been decant

to the soldiers.

The training officers were not very competant and did
everything only from orders from abovs.

D. Jhe Bussian Army in Hunagry

2. The Russians ars unpopular in Hungary because of
thdr role in 1945 and afterwarzds. The Russian fomy
was the instrument of the unpopular Soviet pollicy
aimed against Hungary. Hungary was under Russian
military dictatorship like the rest of Eastern Europe.
When the Russians came into Hungary they chased ths
Germans out of the country. But the army was very
primitive and behavad badly. This role was never
forgotten. Today the Russian Army is an organ of op-
pression but the Soviet leadsrshlip was hated more
than the Russiesn soldiers as such who also were sud-
jected to system of terror and to such an iron dis-
cipline thast they could not discbey any oxders.

3. I had nc contacts with the Russians before the
revolution. I only know that among those soldiers
who stationed for a few vears in Hungary, some sidsd
with the revolution as they could evaluate and undzr-



32/X11

stand the svents. Thay also probably sympathized with
the Hungarian people,

The Hungarian population and the Russians lived separated
from each other. The Russian soldiers had thelr own
stores and their separazte living quarters.

4, [ heard that among the troops statloned for a long
period of tlme in Hungary some sided with the revolu-
tion, They =aw the revolutlon from the inside, The
new troops were told in Russlia that they about to crush
bandits and counter-révolutionies.

I heaxd that Russian soldiers refused to obey thelr
superiors, helped Hungarians and fought against the
AVH, 1 did not hear of Russian deserters of of Rus-
sians fighting each other,

E. TIhs Buresucracy

1. The administrative apparatus was too huge and
bureaucracy was exaggerated. Since nobody trusted
any one evarybody and sverything had to be contreolled,
The controllers were controlled by other controllers
and there was a joke about a worker and the three men
who controlled his work.

Thesa functionariss were gensrally poorly paid. On
the whole, they were not liked because some thought
that they had unlimited authority because they sat
behind a desk. The whole system and its representa-
tives were disliked for their slowness. For the Com-
munists they were not reliable politically, Most
functionarles were of mlddle class origin and there
were unlI a few Communists among them., The were
palitically passive and acted the same way during

the revolution.

The main annoyances was the slownedd with which an af-
fair was arranged. In the factory my technical work
was avarburdened by useless administrative work. For
exampla, when a new screw was needed for a machine
dozens of forms had to filled.
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Only the sﬁacifi: Jobs givan to the functionarlies were
done well bescause they wers controlled. Some function-
aries mnade criticisms and even tried tec improve the si-
tuation but most of them remained passive due to fear
of losing their jobs,

2, Self-criticism is a Soviaet invention to sxplain the
changes in the Party line. People do rot like to admit
their mistakes in public evan when the others know tham.
Mggu often, self-criticism was a velled criticism agalnst
others.

F. It was possible to have an affair asrranged faster
by bribing a functionary or using the influence of some
friend or relative in office. But the affair still had
to go through the whole bureaucratic process.

G. A last remark about this topic: the top leaders wers |
rather well~trained peopla,



XI1I. ASSESSMENT OF FUTURE PROSPECTS FOR HUNGARY
A. Guegses and Hopes for the Future

It locks as if the present situation in Hungary is an
increzse of terror and of seconomlc dependence on the
Soviet Union. The present system will only strengthen
itself znd, unless there is & Western interventlon,
Hun?ary will be completely dependent econemically and
politically on the Soviet Unlon.

tntil now the West EUEEGrtEd Hungary and the UN wvoted
sevaral resolutlons which the Russlans did not res-
pect, The same can happan again in the future or

even no more resclutions could be taken as they proved
to be completely unsuccessful,

Tha finzl alm of my hopes is to sse Hun§arv independent
from Conmunist and Russian influence, althcugh tnis seems
Utoplan in today's situstion. I hope that the West can
use its Influence to stop the terror which reigns in
Hungary and to encourage a freer sztmosphere similar to
that of tha past two years,

The people in Hungary would like to avoid a war be~
cause they know ¢f the tremendous destructive effects
of the modern nuclear weapons. Such a war would end
with the defeat of Communism but would cost a heavy
price. The same result can be achleved with less
sacrifice. For & decade the Soviet Union prepared
itself for world conflict and is doing everything in
order not to remain bahind the West., Today the Russians
are threataning and trying to voke the West into an
armed corflict, Ths West and the UN must change their
policy and not always follow but precede the events,
or rather, the Soviats' at the appropriate momeént,

I do not think of an internal change in the Soviest
Unlon where the system cf terror is too developed.
The Russians are subjected to a strong propaganda

and belleve most of 1t.



3l-M

35/ X111

B. Hopes Before the Revolution

I held almost similar views before the revolution, I
did not think the regime could be overthrown from the
inside and I did not even dream of a revolution, 1
knew it was only through foreign intexvention that one
could change the situation, As tha basic foundation of
Communism did not change with the policy changes fol-
luwﬁng the 20th Party Congress, my hopes did not change
‘lTl-LI'I: a
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SOCIAL, POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC IDEOLOGY
A

In an independent Hungary induutrI and agriculture

must b2 conditioned by the natural resources of the
country., Today, only those industries must be develop~
ed, As for agrinulture, it must cover the needs of

the country. For this, mechanization is necessary

and machines must be manufactured.

Light industry is important since there is a lack
of clothing and shoes. Hungary must become an in-
dustrial state with a developed agriculture,

The large factorles, banks, and mines must remain

in the hands ¢f the independent state but the smaller
enterprises and stores snould be in private hands.
Competition is healthy and continually developes
economy and commerce,

The small enterprises should be given back to their
formexr owners. The workers should be able to oan
a shares in the big enterprises.

If the members of the State or collective farms de=
cide to quit they should be free to do so. If they
want to continue because it 1s economical thay must
also bas sble to do so0.

The role of the state would be one of co-ordination,
For the first year a planned economic system would be
better to co-ordinate the various firms and fadotises.
Heavy industry would be better in the hands of the
State. Light industry could be requlated and advised
by the Stats.

In a democratic state a limit to the amount of land
somebody could own could not be set uE. Today there
are only small estates and I can hardly imagine that
this would change in the future,

2, I would choose the government which guarantees
the frasdom of the individual. In Hunoary, the peo-
ple wanted freedom but in additlon they also had a
bad economic situation,
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I do not think that it willl be necessary to ban the
Communist Party in an independent Hungary because
it has no supporters, but I would spprove such a
ban.

€. Adeal Positiopn for a Exge Hungary

Neutrality is a very idealistic thing as we saw it
during the revelution. I still prefer it, if it can
be realized. Hun?&ry should maintain good and normal
ralations with all countries on the basis of complete
independente and eguality.

Se A Federation ¢f Danublian States is & varr inter~
esting idea, Its realization will be difficult but,

in my opinion, it will be good and useful. 1In school

1 heard that it was an older idea, All states adjoining
the Danube could form a federatlon which could ultimately
Join the United Nations of Europe. This is the general
opinion in Huncary but the first objective is to break
away from Communism,

4, 1f a Danublan Federatlon is realized the problem

of Hungary's politlcal borders will not be

For many people in Hungary this problem is very actual
end they are concerned with the fate of the Hungarian
minorities. ODurlng the students' debates &t the univer-
sity, for instance, the problem of Transylvania was
brought up, 1 have relatives in Czechoslovakia, but
for me, tgis problem is not an important ons.
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XV. THE FORMATION OF PUBLIC OPINION

A.=2, I dld not know about Khruschev's secret speach
to the 20th Party Congress.

J. I knew about Senator McCarthy and the Un-American

Act&witleu Committee only through the Communist propa-
ganda.

4. 1 learnsd about Rakosi's private life early in the
revolution,

B. luhat Respondent Read

I regularly read the newspapers X , Monday
‘ﬁﬂiﬂilﬂr.LISEI&II.IRHIﬂﬂls 1

The students had to read the works of Stalin, Lenin,
Marx, and Rakosl, They also had to know certain poli-
tic:ﬁ articles from the Communist press and had zxams
on them,

I mostly read Hungarian classical literature, technical
books, and novels.[ Respondent was unable to name any
speciiic author here, = Interviewer]

2, During my university vears I read less classical
literature because I had less free time, Iy parents
read less than befors Communism since their work took
more time and they used their free hours to rest.

Tha people in general read less literature than before
for ths same reasons,

The peasants could read more. The workers' reading
habits remained the same, The intelligentsis was less
interested because the quslity of the works published
under Communism was low. But Eenple were more interested
%E Egglgaily political news which directly influenced

e ves.

Js I read what interested ma. The students could read
between lines and separate the 1danluginar ﬁrnpaganda
from any eventual truths. After removing the Communist
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make=-up we could analyze the contents and make our own
Judgments.

The statistics about the standard of living did not cor-
respond with the real facts, e did not trust the news
about the workers' situation in the West and the influ-

enge of the Comirunist Party in the various llestern coun-
tries.

All Western press products were prohibited and I never
read any.

4. Illegal books and publications

The Communists put on the Index the books that
were anti-Communist, those that described the West,
and the works of the Western writers who did not serve
Communism. These books were kept by the people in
their homes and could not be found in public libraries
any more,

The peaople used to lend each other these books and I
also read some of them. I was especially glad to know
about the life in the West. I also loaned such books
but only to trusted friends.

- Such neuys received by word-of-mouth was mostly of a
political nature based upon the \Western radio broade
casts with some comments from my fxlends and acquaint-
ances who shared my views. I tried to judge by my=-
self if the news was reliable or not.

The people were forced to psss on news in this manner
since the press was one-sided. I also passed on news
about political events to my friends. For example,
aiter November 4, I told them about the debztes on
Hungazry at the WU,

D In general, all social classes were interested
in debat n? political questions, especially the workers
and intelllgentsia, Most of the time they met 2t home.
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Thagﬂalwgzs did this among themselves without having
anybody they did not know and who have spied on them.,
They refrained from mentioning politics on the tele~
phone and in their letters.

F. HMgyies and Theatrs

I went to the movies regularly and to the theatre or
cpera to see liestern films and the plays that con-
tained no politics. I did not like the Communist
movies in which ldeology, and not art, was the main
goal. They were stereotyned and exaggerated and
this applies also to all Communist plays and books,

The movies I preferred most were: "La Traviata" an
Italian movie and "The Thief of Baghdad" a British
film, As for the theatre I pxmfaxxmd particularly
l%keﬁ "The Czardas Queen" and "Pygmalion” by G. B.
Shaw,




AVI. EVENTS OUTSIDE HUNGARY

A. Rus3da

l. I find it difficult to lmagine any changes in
Russia. The Russians are bitter against Communism
but the news they recelve is only Communist propa=
ganda and ideology. Thay do not know the Western
conception of freedom which the Hungarians knew
before 1945, The Russians are isolatéd’ since 1917
and can travel unlg in the Peoples' Democreacies.
The people in the voviet Union still believe that
the revolution In Hungary was a Fascist revolution.

The organs of repression: political police, atc.

are too well organized to permit any internal move-
ment. The huge size of the coun is also a factor
against any organized uprising. Also, there is op-
position In Russia, 1 don't foresee any effactive
action there,

2. The Communists would not, most probably, win a
free election but might still get & sizable parcent-
age of the votes,

9. The top leaders' aims are the principles of Com=
munism. They cling to these doctrines even when thay
are not corrsct. hey know the evils of dictatorshlp
and continue to maintain it without caring about the
many victims of such a system.

B. Eaaters Eurooe

In Hungary, Czechoslovakia was popular economically
speaking becausa it had a higher standard of living.
Yugoslavia was looked at ' because Tito broke with
Moscow and was independent and Poland because of the
events of last October.

After the revolution the Czechs wers va:z unpopular
because they were ready to serve the Sovlet Union

against the Hungarian revolution while only expressions
of gympathy cama from all the other nelghbor countries.

The Hungarian people have the same opinilon about the
governments of these countries as of their own, They
despise them for servlnﬂ the interests of & foreign
power and for placing their own interestz zbove those
¢f the people,
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2, If completely free elections are held in those
countries, the Communists Party would hardly receive
a few votes. The outcome would be a democracy of the
wastarn typse.

3, Czechoslovakia has the highest standard of living;
Albania, Romania, and Bulgarla the lowest.

C. [Eeland

1. The Polish road is interesting since it tries to
be a gradual road from Communism to independence. The
fate and eventual success of such a policy depends en-
tirely on the Soviet policy determined by world poli-
tics. Poland may be used as a proof to show that Russia
does not oppress an :nunt:E, but, if Gomulka goes too
far the Russians will probably suppress him in the same
way they suppressed the zikmapkzx Hungarian attempts to
ragain complete freedom. L

d

2, The Hungarian people ware already decided to gst

rid of Communism and of Russian oppression; but the

Poles' attitude gave them more courage and encouraged |
the creation of a more active atmosphere.

4. It was only after the riots in Poznan that we knew
things had changed in Foland. Pseople knew about these
changes through the western radio broadcasts.

9, Maybe the Polish examis revolutlon would have been
Erefurabla because there would be less terror today;

ut I do not think that it is possible to get rid of
the Hussians in the w:g the Poles are trying and for
that reason I prefer the Hungarian revolution,

D. Yuaoslavia

1, By breaking away from Moscow Tito showed the other
Eastarn European countries that there existed such a
possibility. This can be considered as s positive factor.

Tite was not afraid to oppose the Soviet Union, but, I
do not like him because he remains a Communist and plays
a two={aced policy between East and West which I condemn.
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During the Hungarian revelution his attitude was
opportunistic and spineless.

2. After a visit of the Russian leaders to Bal-
grade in June 1955, I thought that the Soviet Union
wanted to develop %ﬂﬂd relations with Yugoslavia and
the West in general, This was better than the Soviets’
anti-Western attitude of the previous years.

3. If Tito is still popular in Yugoslavia he must
be less popular than at tﬂa end of World War II. 1
heard that Yugoslavia's standard of living ls rather
low in spite of the fact that the sconomy is less
rigld than in the Soviet bloc. Otherwise, it is 3
Communist dictstorshlp without any individual freedom
since the one-Party system is tolerated.

£, Asi | the Middle Eas

g B The standard of living in China was one of the
lowest in the world and the Communist ideology found
fertile soll there already after the first world war.
The Sovlet Union intervened and gave material help

to the Communist Chinese Army. Morsover, the US dealt
with the whole Chinese problem very carelessly and
when it realized its mistake it was too late.

3 England was correct to suppress her colonial
ties with India and thus, proved that the Western
countries gave ' freedom to the people who asked
for it. But I do not like to ses how Communist
ideology is spreading in India.

b, The events in Egypt are related to the struggle

fof influence between the Soviets and the US in tha
area, MNasser felt the Russlan military and diplomstic
support and dared to nationalize the Suez Canal., Thes
Anglo<French intervention was good as it showed in-
directly to Moscow that 1f Russia intervenes In the
Western affairs, she will be met with arms. But the
Soviet propaganda could also scere by saying that the
impariagists wanted to deprive Egypt of her lndepend-
ancea,
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This intervention aifected the course of the Hungarian
revolution, It was very difficult for the US and the
UN to fight on two fronts. In both cases the question
was delicate. I heard here from Americans that for the
US the Suez Canal was more important than Hungary be=-
cause of its significance ragarding the oil su ;Iy of
the West. The Hungarian revolution remsined thus, in
the backgound and was given even less attention.

F. llest Germany

1. I heard that Vest Germany had one of ths highest
standards of living in Europe. I only spéend one day in
Germany on my way to the US.

24 I do not know the West German Social Democratic
Party well.

3. Before I left Hungary I thought of a possible armed
conilict between the two Germanies which might have led
to a world conflict. Today, I see that there are many
other troubled areas in the world.

S The West German rearmament will make smixsf Germany
one of the strongest military powers against an eventual

Russian attack., It will prevent an eventual attack from

East Germany against West Germany. I can only guess that
the term of service in the West German army is more

thrae years.

De The German Army was more disciplined than the Russian
Army, Both armies had their goals, Those who supported
them were well treated; those who opposed them were par-
secuted. I found the Germans to be less popular because
they directly threatened our physical life, Several of

our relatives were deported to and killed in Germany.

The Russian Army was more unpopular in the eyes of the
population because it remained in the country.

G.  lestern Europe

2. I don'"t know the British Labor Party well., It re-
presents the workers' interests without giving in to any
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Communist influence. For that reason it has my sympathy
and that of the Hungarlian peopls.

3, West Germany has the highest standard of living
followed bI Great Britain, while the lowest standard
of living 1is found in Egypt, followed by Greece.

H.,  Ihe United 3tates

1. The whole life has a different basis and the ways
of thinking of the pecple are very different from that
of the people in Hungaxry.

2 The US should pursue a firmer foreign policy; that
is, it should not only wait for the enemy's moves and
try to counter them, bBut should precede them,

The US should support the movements in Eastern Europe
alming at the independence of these countries., It is
pernissible to give & loan to Poland only if the US
is convinced that it will benefit the Polish people
and will not haip indirectly help the cause of inter-
national Communism.

Je Even 1f the US recognlzes the Kadar government, it
musi know that it does not have the support of the Hun-

gaiian people and is cnly the mouthpiece of the Soviet
Union.

4. Yes, the Hungarlan people would like to see more
Western visitors because thelr presence weates closer
ties betwsen Hungary and ths Western countries. They
can also learn directly the circumstances in which peo-
ple live in the West and compare them sxistimg with

those existing in Hungary. All kinds of visitors would
be welcomed.

D Naturally, they would like recsive Western books
and periodicals which would reveal to them the true facts
of the economic life of the lWest -~ facts they can only
see through Communist propaganda.
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6. The exiles can tell the Westerners what questions
and problems the Hungarian people are interested in.
They can help in giving objective and true information
about Hungary,

7 i The Marshall Plan, aimed at rebullding the economy
of Western Europe after the war -~ I do not know many
details about 1t.

B. The US fought for the interests of the Korean peo=-
ple and for its own interests because it did not want
taigive up a strategic position in favor of the Soviet
Union,

I.

-t I always knew that those who are rich in America
have a much greater fortune that the poor people. But
the people who are poor here are much richer than the
poor people in Europe. The living standard is the high-
est in the woxld.

- In Hungaxry I had no opportunity to know much about
American trxade unions, Here I heard that their influence
was very great, They represented the workers' interests
versus the employers' and glive way to their demands, I
do not think they are left-wing or under Communist in-
fluence.

3. In the US the crime rate went down when the stand-
ard of living became higher and because pesople were not
pressured by the circumstances. But an the other hand,
there is less control and more freedom and the percantage
of crimes remains maybe higher than it should be,

4. 1 heard that the level of the European secondary
schools and universities was higher than in the US,

In the American secondary schools more time is devoted

to practical rather than theoretlcal courses.

9. The Americans have more iree time and use it, generally,
for entertainment, especially television.



J.  Ihe Upited Nations

The N could have used other means to influence the
Hungarian revolution, It voted resoclutions but did
not enforce them and did not obllge thes Soviet Union
to comply with them. It can impose its will only on
small natlons but not on hi% powers. Today the UN
should still find a way to force tha Soviet Unlon

to comply with the resolutions which are still valid

and to oblige the Russians to withdraw their troops
from Hungary.
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XVIii, KNOWLEDGE OF AND ATTITUDES TOWARD SELECTED PERSONALITIES

A 1 do not see anyone who dessrves the titls of
"Greatest Living Hungarian Today."

b,

1 1. fmﬁg 35%15 I agreed with his aims and ideas, but
© not conslder him a resolute man who cnuid :e:

sist the Russlans successfully.

.%ﬁi%lﬂil.ﬂ}ﬂﬂiiﬂﬂ&l= Great masses like him and his

uenca ls very great but he looked at the revo-

tion more through the interests of the Church than through
those of world politiecs.

ﬁﬂﬁ;lﬂ_%ﬂiﬁ: A Communist whose principles could not
ave solved anything.

*ﬁﬂxﬁl A fanatical Communist for whom all means were
good to realize the aims of intsrnational Communism,
He was ready to sacriflice Hungary youths, sconomk
interests, and natlonal existence.

115%5535§H§£= He serves the Communists with the same
principles, During the revolution we thought he
would be more moderate than Rakosl and Gero, but
after the crushing of the revolution we saw that

he used the same methods aes his predscessors.

wer: He tries to keep his role of
palitica Lleader and to fight agalnst the
doctrine of Communism, But he is not a dictator
and should inform the American people about ths
Huncarian xevolution and tha true essence of Com~
munism, Lf he wantis to get the support he wants

in his fight agalnst Communlsm,

iﬂSIi3ifﬁTﬁﬂﬂﬂliluﬂﬂmM§fi§iﬁ%§I He u:cuﬁées a vary
rasponsivle post Tor winic proved to too slow.

iilles: HNo opinion.

Edep: He took a noxe resolute attitude in Suez
ana the first concrete steps agalnst Sovist at-
tampts to infiltrate that area of tha world,
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4¥§Emﬁu: He was not resolute enough against
expansion of Communism and the Sovist
selzure of power in the varilous Eastern Euro-
pean countries,

Epﬁixﬂn: His policies could be favorable to
astern Europe. He ls the main ideologist
of the Soviet Communist Party.

jiﬁ,l;ET A two-faced politician who received
complete freedom from England. He is trying

tc build a brldga between East and West and

of ten serves the interests of the Soviet Union,
like during the Huniarian revolution when India
abstained at the United Natlons' General Assembly.

ghﬁug 556 ﬁgﬁ: while he ruled China and in

splte o aid, he was not energetlc enough
agalnst the Communist danger. As & result, China
is today one of the strongest outposts of Communlism,

Eezence Nagy: No opinlon.

mw_qm: Able and resolute politcian ==
one o 8 pitllars of Western democracy agalnst

Communism,

.i.ta.”&:\! he's dead., He was a dictator who wanted
o spread Communism all ovar the world, He built
the biggest systam of oppression in the countries
he occupled atter the war., He centralized the
leaders iﬁain the Soviet Union in order to achleve
his aims tter.

: Partisan of the wse of milder methods
g Soviet Union. He tried to relax the dice-
tatoxship,

Exanco: No opinion,
Bavan: No opinien,
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,ﬁh;g%§¥i1= He is not as resolute and as firm
as stalin, But hz was the atmosphere created
in the satellites by the complete dictatorship.
He tried to relax tﬁﬂ grip and almost paid a
fatal price for it and had to return to the old
methods of oppression,

1  twoefaced politician who tries to eat
out two dishes and thlnks only of hils own in-
terssts,

Peran: No opinion,

: The strongest partisan and eontinuator
of Stalin's methods in Soviet Communist Party
leadership,

Chuzchill: A uerI great politician who could
measure up not only the temporary situation but
the future one, too,
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XVIII. ATTITUDES TOWARD EXILES AND EXILE ACTIVITIES

A.  Characterization of £s5capges

1. Most of the refugees left Hungary because of their
activities during the revolutlonary for which the Com=-
munist regime would have used a retallation agalnst them,

Some young peopla came out to tas® some adventure in
the West.

There remained In Hungary thase who could not come out
because of family :ir:unstancas or because of thelr age;
those who did not take part in the mvolution and those
wno wanted to continue te fight for the Hungarian cause
of freedom,..finally, and naturally, the Communists.

I feel sorry for those who wanted to coma out but could
not because they will always be persecuted. I have grﬂlt
asteam for those who remained to fight., As for the

aw
Communists left, I wish that they will be disillusioned
500N,

Those at home are glad that we came out into the free
world and live without fear and find our happiness.

They trust that we will represent abropad tha cause of
the Hungarian people in the spirit of the revolution.

In m{ oplnion, the peasants who are attached to
theix own land will always remain in Hungary. The
overwhelming majority of the workers and of the in-

telligentsia would come out ¥f the possibility is
given to them,

B,  Hungaziap Bxile Oxcapizations and Individuals

i, While in Hungary I was not aware of an Hungurian
gxile organizatiorms and individuals. My op .'Lnio

is that even 1f they did something thﬂy natainad nn
results. lie did not evan know in Hungd of their
activities., I don't know what the or tried to

do and I did not think of them during the revolution.
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o7 An acquaintance of mine came back in 1955 from
Vienna. He was old and wanted to joln his wife. He
said that there was more freedom in Austria and he
was sorry for having returned.

The Communists probably wanted to make propaganda
about the good standard of living and to show that
the Hungarians living abreagtrusted them,

D. The penﬁla in Hungary would like to know what
we are deing here in their favor. |

2, They should know that there is a movement in
America which triles to embrace activily zll the exile
erganizations and individuals,

W The exiles should adjust themselves to the American
environment and learn the American ways of life, Thay
should do everything in order to help those who remainad

j..n Hmma
4. I think that I could do nothing alone,

= 8 I do not want te join any exile orgsnlzation,

6. The fact that the parties were re-organized was
corract since we wanted the multi-party system and a
frea election, But, it was a mistake Iﬂ gn it at a
time when every moment was preclous and was needed for
action. The parties should have worked teogether under
& conmon leadership.,

The former exiles' role depended on their respsctive
parties.
Ee I do not want to go back to Hungary.

2. Yes, 1 want my children to learn Hungarian as
wall as English in the US,
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XIX. AUDIENCE REACTIONS TO RADIO AND LEAFLETS

A.  Hadig

1, I listened to the BBC, Volce of America, RFE and
Radio Paris broadcasts.

The Yoice of America and RFE broadcasts were very jammed.

Before the revolution I listened to these broadcasts from
two to three times a week. During the revolution, I
listened continually.

Actually, I did not have to tell the others what I had
heard becauss they heard the same news too., We only
discussed the news among our selves,

I listened to the broadcasts together with my family.

- It was dangerous to listen till 1956 when the
risk diminished somewhat, but one could not talk openly
about thece foreign brvadcasts. Some people were ar-
rested, others were interned., Nevertheless, the peo~
ple kept listening behind closed windows.

We were glad to hear the news from the Western point
of view. The programs were satisfactory., I preferred
the BBC broadcasts bescause they were the objective,
The news was fairly accurate.

The effect of these broadcasts was like that of a
counter~poison against Communist propaganda. Many
people listened to the broadcasts, They wem able
to see and understand the events without the Com-
munist propaganda makeup.

During the revolution the Western radiogplayed thelr
biguest role by informing those who were at home about
what was going on. Thay tried to give & general pic=-
ture v to Budapest and the countryside and reported
the international events regarding Hungary, like the
UN meetings, etc.
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4, RFE always gave ample and fairly accurate naws,
but its tone was too strong, sesmad exagaerated and
not objective.

- A The radios did not promise any help and only

told us news, The revolution did not brsak out because
of any promises made by the West. It was a result of
thi demands formulated by the Hungartan people them-
selves.

6. RFE should continue the broadcasts to inform the
people about the world situation.

7. RFE should broadcast programs on European and
American 1ivin% standards particularly. A news service
and ideological program refuting the thesis put for-
ward by the Communist propaganda and revealing the
mistakes of the Communist theorles, In this way many
Communists could also be won over,

B. I have never heaxd the initials NEM.
2y 1 have never heard of the "12 Demands."

C. Leaflsts

I have never seen a Free Europe leaflet.

2. I read about the leaflets through the prass,

i1 also saw balloons in the summers of 195556 while
in the army. The political officers went to pick up
the balloons when they landed,

A To pass @ leaflet around was dangerous but thay
could be picked up without being seen. Those who found
leaflets were always glad and showed them to other peo-
ple.

4, The leaflets had an effect but I think the radio
broadcasts were more effective. Leaflets were more use-
ful in the countryside where there were not always
radlos. But in the cities the people could listen to
the Western broadcasts several times a dey.
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5. lLeaflets are good only to show that the West is
not forgetting Hungary. They can rsach remotes places
without radieos, But the revolution showed that it is
not necessary to convince the Hungarians about the
evils of Communism,

6. On the leaflets sent to Hungary the things hap-
ening at home about which the pauple do not know shoulrd
e bared. The lenguage of the leaflets must be simple.

D. The Western groups wanted to maintain an anti-
Canmunist atmosphere in Hungary and to try to dis-
integrate the Communist szlten from the inside, 1
thought all the organizations had & common gcal,
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CHILD REARING AMND DISCIPLINE

: 1 L would give the chlld my experience in vacious
spheres of life with adequata axamples, I would teach

him how to stand on his own feet. I would teach hinm

%und morals and good manners and help him to complete
is school educatlon.

2 A child must be disciplined. I would not use
physical punishement. This is not necessary. I would
try to convince the child. Boys and girls should get
the same treatment.

1 when 1 was fifteen I cams home late one Saturday
evening and was not allowed to go out the next Saturday
evening, My parents rarely used physical punishment.
My mother used to punish me whan I was a young chlla,

4, Amcng the people I knew the father usually punished
the children since he was the head of the family,

Physical punishement was less used by the intellectuals,

more by the workers and thes peasants, Those who had more
té?idnnd more monesy could devote more attention to their

[~ ren,

Under Communism, Ea:anﬁs nad less time to devote to their
children and physical punishement was more frequent be-
cause the parsnts were mors nervous.

B. Physical Eunishemﬂnt was usually abandoned at the
dge of 13 for thes boys, L2 for tha girls.

Punlshement in general was usually abandoned at the age
of 16 for the boys, 13«14 for the girls,

Among the IntelXctuals discipline lasted longer,. Children
of peasants,and workers began to work earllier and weremye
independent. For those who had to work at an eaxrly agse
family education and discipline ended sooner.

6. Before Comnunism physical punishemant wes allowed
in elementary and secondary schools, The Communisis
forbade this by law, The tsachers did not dare to punish
the child becauss they wers afrald of the consequences.

I approved of this change

7. The characteristics I wvalue most in a friend ars
a mutual desire to help each octher, to discuss our com-
mon probleme, to be trustworthy and honest.




