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On Oct, 22, I went by train from the place of my birth to visit
my parents in Borsod County. [ got off at the railroad sta-
tion in Mikolc. the latest
edition of the Baskesdabadsad. In it was an article by Thomas
eczel, It was called "Travel Hungarla"., Its contents were the
following: Up to now, nobody was able to travel outside Hun-
ary. The writer of the article just returned from Vienna and
& compared the conditions thare stating that Hungary is very

‘much behind Austria, In Austria, there was a very muzk high

standard of living and everything was modern and new despite
the fact that the Russian army also captured and occupled
Austria for a considerable time,

This article was a very bald one, but it was not the first
one of this kind., The so-called thaw(?) was in efect for
guite a time. According to Eczel, it was started by a poem of
the Hungarian poet, Benjamin Laszlo, compared to what life was
like begnra, this was indeed a great change, but at that tlme
on the 22 of Oct., 1 did not dare hope that the next daz, the
revolution would breal out with the demonstrations by the
students in Budapest.

I arrived at home on the evening of the 22, The village in
which my parents live does not have electricity and therefore
there are nof radio sets with the exceptiod of ane or two
battery sets, tharefore, we didn't know very much about what
was happening outside of the wvillage. But en the morning

of the 24, my father woke me up, I was still in bed, and he
told me kthuxziwolamks excellent news: there are demonstrations
in Budapest staged by the students and the students have alkready
captured the radio station bulldings. My father, who 1is a
teacher, learned thls news from a colleague who happened to
have a battery set. However, this news was too exciting and

I could not stay &t home., I decided to go bgﬂthe first train

to Mikolec and look around and see what was happening., I ar-
rived at Mikolc an the zfternoon of the 24. Thers was something
tense in the air, but I could see nothing unusual, People

were everywhere talking about events in Budapest. The stu-
dents were walking up and down the streets and there was
excitement in the air. Everybody felt that something would
happen that day or the next. In Mikole, I stayed with my
relatives. I spent the night with them,

The next day, I got up at ten o'clock and went ocut into the

street, 1 went to the very center of the city into a watch-
maker's shop., I wanted to have my wrist watch repaired. While

I was talking with the shopkeeper, a man of about 50 came

into the shop very excited. His daughter was working for the watch-
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maker. He said tc his dauther: "Come immeddately homebecause
the workers of Troagyer are coming into the city? The girl
immediately packed her things and went weth her father home,

I too decided to investligate what wass golng to happen. Then I
went to ward Trosgyver, to see what this demonstration was all
about,

Roubding the corner near St, Anna’s Church, I =aw about 200

yds away, the workers of Trosgyer marching toward the city.

I cannot estimate how many people were there, but the whn{a
street was packed, The crowd was bearing Hunarian flage.

It was significant and I noticed it immediately that the Commun-
ists ' signs were removed from the flags. Not one single red
flag could be seen. he demonstraors were shating "Down with
Gexro", "Russkies go out”.

The crowd was singing the Kozut song, the meaning of whach

is that should Kozut Emgiaxxeguixing again require soldiers

for his revolutionary, everyone will have to go and fight. Long 1
live Hungary's liberty, long live Hungarian freedom.

1 do not know how this demonstration was organized, bit I do
know that it was caused by Gero's specch the previous night
denouncing the Hungarian students in Budapest as Fascists
bandits. The workers of Trosgyer staged this demonstration in
protest of Gero's speech and in protest of the government's
acyions against the students’ demonstrations in Budapest.

Among the demonstrators I saw anlI civiliansm/, workers,
students, ofificals and so on but ! saw no soldiers among the demm
strators, both sexes were equally represented.

My feeling at that time was that these deomonstratlons
ware the demonstratlons in Budapest and like this one in
Mikélc would lead %o some result and the government
would make concessions,

The demonstrataps shouted: "Everyone who is Hungarlan will
join us Therefore, the peoptée standing on the sidewalk also
joined the demonstraters. 1 too went wgth them despite the
fact that my train was due to leave at 2. in the afternocon and
I still had to get my luggage from my relatives.

The demonstraotrs went and marched ib frontfd of the bulilding
of the Communist Party and there they demanded that Gero should
resign and give over h!s place to Imre Nafy. They also demanded
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that the Kussians leave Hungaxzy/

At that time, I taught that the AVU would not tolerate this
demonstration andwould disperse the demonstraotrs when they
attempted to come near to Party headquarters.

I could not stay any longer with the demonstrators. I had to
go back to get my luggage and go to the s&ation. The street
cars were not runnihg them in Mikloc.

At the railraod station and on the train everyone was talking
about the demonstrations in Budapest and & about the demon-
stration which just took place in Mikolc. The budapest trains
were not running c-nli the jocal commuter train. It seems

tht the Communists did not want to allow the industrial
workers of Mikeolm and Ocz(?7) to go to Budapest to help the
students in the revol,ution.

EL. o0se sengers who did not come from Mikolc, but came from
Charte

@ or L7) wexe or some other place outside of
Mikolc did not know about the events which took place there,
When we told them what happened they were very happy and cheered.
1 am certain that these passengers took the news and spread
it.

C
When I arrived a¢ Mazingzbarczika I saw nothing unusual in the
village. This is very small peasant village and was entlrely
quiet, I did not sze a flag anywhere.

This somehow damperded and checked my enthusiasm. W I had to
hurry home, dress and go to work. I was then working on the
afﬁernnnn shift. When I came just in front of the power plant,
1 khmught stopped for z second seeing a sight which I will
never forget, The factory (the pem power plant) had three
120 meter tall chimneys. I saw 3 workers taking =ach a flag
up the chimneys and affiging them to the tpp of the nhimnexs.
The chimneys were so tall and the flags were so tiny. But it
was great to see the Hungarian flag wothoi the Communist star
on it. Everyone was happy and the general feellng was that
perhaps at ix last our factory is not Communists any more.

We all had to hubry to work because we wére suppoded to xhexk
take over our assignment ten minutes before the shift
started,

Next to me werkhed the mxusmmunixkt ex~Party sacretary

of the pwer plant. I noticed that he was always wathing

me from the corner of his eye., It seemed that he was afraid
of me. 1 do not know why. I hardly knew him. He received that
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assignment only for days ago. Ha was replaced as Farty sece
retary by anutger man bescause the results of his Zarty work
were not up to expectatlons. He did not have the qualifications
required to do the work, to whic he was now asigned. He re-
celved this assignment because &t paid well,

While working, I was alwaus able to talk to many of the other
workersand we ususally exchanged our information., I told them
what happened in Miku!c. ldany of them were living far from
Kﬂzinnzgarczika and they took the news home, The next day they
also told me what happened at home,in one or twe willages.

thea pzﬁulatinn watbed to hang the EJa:l:-t secretary. But until

then the workers knew comparatively little abédut what was

taking place in Budapest and outslde Hungaxy. Thls was due to the
fact that wham many of the villages did not have electricity and
therefore the mws was scaxce,

Otherwise, nothing unusual hapgened on this shiftd There were
rumors to the effect that the Party decretary had salid that
the whole rebellion would be squashed,

The next day on the 26 of Oct, I and 2 friemds from the fac-
tory that is the power plant, wanted to go to Mikolc and &m see
what was going on. We wanted to go on the 7 o'clock train in
order to be back for work by two. On reaching the station, we
founf out that the train on which we wanted to go was

not running.

While we wexw were at the station, I saw an AVO officer whom
I knew by sight with a civilian who rpobably was also an

AVO officer. Theyseemed verv suspicious of us but did net say
anything.to us. Thayxwent They went and walked arounf the
powr plant and the homes of the worlers. Probably they were
sent to see what was going on. in Kazinczbarczika, It was

a very uncanny feelong when we zaw when we thoughti the AVO
officers were watching us. It seened to me that thaxRaxiy despite
demonstrations , the AVO still had control of tha country.

But the AVO officers soon left and did not de anything nor
speaf to anyone.

In the aftermoon I again went to work. We exchanged information
woth the other weorkers. Everyone wanted to know what would

happen next. £xkuB@ix (1-B)

1-B We discussed the situation with the other workers at
the power plant. Most of them were timid. They feared retalla-
tion, Mobody knew what would happen. The Budapest radio at our
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town only played music, We listened toc foreign broadcasts
openly. We had a good radio. We were anxious to know how
the situation would develop from minute to minute,

After Budapest, Mikolc espescially the workers of Trosgyer
were the first ones to take part in the mwvolution,
Everybody wanted to know what would happen,0

The next day the ex-Party secretary came and spoke to me.

He was extremely friendly. This was probably the first timex

he evr spoke to me. He said he was very sorry he cemiaaii

was fnable to do anythipg about my brother who at that time=
wanted to get a job indldkpower plant. He emphasized the fact=
that he comes from Transylvania and that he is a good Hungarian.
He also said that he was demoted from the job of gartv sacre-
tary because he didn't perform his work in the Party with much
enthusiasnm,

When I came home from the shift that night, I heard that theare
were demonstrations again in Mikolc. Thgs time the demonstrations
were staged hI the university students and high school students
and industrial workers also tock part.

On the morning of the 27 Oct., I succeeded in going ton

Mikolc. Already at the railroad station in Mikolc I heard

THat a great demonstration was going to take place that day.
The previous night, the AVO arrested 35 or 40 of the students
and workers who orcanized the previous demonstration. ¥he
purpose of the demonstration today was to free them from the
AVO, Evidently they had been severely tortured during the night,
The leaders of the previcus demonstration wesre in the custody
of the Blue police at the Blue police headquarters in Mikolc.

The workers and students came amsi in large numbers. This was
the secomd great demonstratlon in Mikolc. The crowd whax
surrounded the bullding of the Blue police headgquarters

Wa They demanded th&t the prisoners be fresd and they said

we they were unwilling to go away until the police would frea
the arrested leaders of the previous demonstration. With two
friends, I was alsc there in the crowd in front of the building.

The police warned the crowd toc disperse promising to use
fire arms if they cdidnot do so. A woman in the uniform

of the AVO police zlso spoke to the crowd from a window and
said "Go away or we shall immediately shoot!" Commander

of the Blue police of Mikolc also addressed the crowd. This
was the third warning to disperse, but the crowd said it
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wouldn't until the leaders ware freed.

Certainly AVO and policemen appeared in the windows of the
2nd floor and started to fire on the crowd with sub-machine
guns, The police commander, a man by the name of Seghy

and his wife [the woman ian the AVD uniform) whax threw
hand grenades into thé crowd. According to my estimates, 10
to 15 people died immediately and many were wounded.

I became vErI nervous, It was terrible to listen to the
moans and crled of the wounded,

The crowd broke into the bullding and ran up the stairs to
capture the AVD men and the policemen who fired on the crowd.

Thisxe They succeeded in capturing Seghy and his wife

byt most of the AVO and policemen escaped taking with them
about 25 of the arrested leaders of the previous demonstration.
I saw only about € or 10 of them who were freed when the crowd
broke in, It is possible the others were also

feed but I did not see them in the great crowd. Later I

heard maghitxm nothlng about their fate,

it was impossible to come near Seghy and his wife. More than
90,people were arcund them., workers armed with hammers

or iron bars, They were dragged down into the street in front
of the building but by that time I think both of them had
already been beaten to death,

A group of minersd came there with a triéick. Some of them took
down iron cables and attached the two bodies to the truck

h; the necks, The truck started off toward Beke ASquare,

The two bodies wzre dragged along the rocad, to the Russian
monument which was on the square, Along the way, the crowd
kicked and spat upon the ima killed policemaxx commander
and his wifw,

The truck stopped on Beke Square near the Russian monument.

I saw a workerd take a ladder and climb up to the top of the
monument. He attached a wire cable to the Red star on the monu-~
ment and soon we saw that Seghy's body was hanged by the neck
from this monument. As Seghy's head was already beaten to a
pulp soon his beody slipped through the nooss and it fell down.
The workers then took another steel rope and fastened it ander
his arms and hanFed him again to the star., Seghy's wife was
hanged on the other side of the same monument.
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About 50 meters from the monument there was a commetion in the
ceowd and soon the third body was brought to the monument and
hanged along side Seghy and his wife. This was a man in an
AVO uniform. I found out later that this man was also in the
crowd. He was some relative or friend of the Eeghtﬁf He made

a comment stating that somebody will suffer for this. Some=
of the bystanders heard his remarks and immediately he was
lynched on the spot., hanged beside Seghy.

I stood for some time thers on the square but later I had to go
to the railroad station to catch the train back to Kazinc~
zbarczika as I had to go to work in the aftexoon.

In Kazinczbarczika eveerything was quiet and the three flags
were still on the smokestacks . In the factory I told the other
workers what happened in Mikolc.

The workes also told me a piece of news. It was rumored that

at the time when the flags were being hoisted up the stacks,

the director of the Social Welfare department of the power plant
a man by the name of lanvor Verges, was also present and

said that the whcle thing was & dirty fascist provecation,
This upset the workers very much. He was a big Communists, a
Jew and actually he embezzled a lot of money. The next day,

this director wert away for a leave of absence. What the worker
said,that he would get his when he returmed.

Onother incident which caused much dissatisfaction among the
worjers was the following: three workers with hanmg*g destroyed
the Red star at the entrance of the exr plant. ThesFart
secretary worked near me said_the following: We will sett

our accounts withthem later. I know who they are, Some body
heard him and thers was much grumbling among the workexw

because of him,

tha personnel director
It is interesting to note that a[faw ?g¥s later, when the

workers councils were orgenized, was dismissed,
because "of unpatriotic conduct at the time when the flags
were hoisted on the chimneys of the power plant". We hoped
that from this,Vertish? will learn a lesson In social
respect and appreclation of his fellow workers, " This indi-
cates what the composition of the workers councils was like.

We went to Mikelc practically every say to ses what the
news was.,



Two days after the lynching of Seghy and his wife, 1 went to
Mikole with tweo friends. We got out at the first station.

The city was entirely calm and quiet. I walked to the building
of the police headquartaers where now the military revolutionary
council had its headquarters, At that time my impression was
that this military revelutionary council was under the jurisdic-
tion mpf£ of the city workers council,

Oppasite the Eﬂlice headquarters was the barracks of the Mikolc
army group. This building was the socalled Rude elite barracks.
when I was there I noticed several officers ancd soldiers

with guns escorting a civiliam, I later learned that this
civilian was the chief of the AVO'S quadrille section. The=

He had some documents in his possession. One of the officers
addressed the crowd and said that they have guaranteed this man
his safetz. His zersvices are valuable amd as he has turned
over to them the entire list of all the secret policemen?

and secret agants in Mikolc,

I wanted to see the place where Seghy's Body had been

brought out from the police headquwarters, There on ths square
despite the heavy traffic and the rains one could see still slgns
of blood and membrane.the three bodies remained on the Russian
monument,. for 58« several days,

The entire city was decorated with Hungarian flags. On one
building the crowd notiwed & flag which had the Communist
insignia on it. The landlord was requested to immediately cut=
out the insignis from the flag.o

From my relatives ih Mikolc, I learned much about the activities
of the workers reveolutionary council in Mikolec. It seemed

that there was much dispute among its members, as to whom

the leader gxmukzxim should be. Some of the public ad minis-
tration officials of the Horty regime turned up and wanted %o
take over the mangement of the affalrs. The workers ware
not willing to let them.

In Karincbatczdka, the situation remained the same. Me also
formed a workers council. Our council adopted the resolutions
of the Budapest revolutionaxry council, We establoshed contact
with the other councils. How these councils began their work.
and how they were formed, I do not know.exactly. Bux
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1 remember that one day when T was in the powar plant working, I
heard one of the workers asking the other, "Did you cast your
vote already? " I enquired what this was all about and I found
out the following; A list was being passed among the workers,
e@ach onae signing his own name and the name of the person

he wantaed to be our representativd in the workers council,
When the list cames to me, I saw jimmediately th# most of the
votes had been cast for the previous formem manager. I was not
satisified with this, I alse saw that the foreman and one of
his henchman was always near the persons who were signing

the kxx Xx list, When it was my turn to sign and the foreman
thought that I wes hesitating, he came to me amd said that it
would be advisable to vote for him and other people who
already had experience in running the plant. I refused to vote
for him, but voted instead for an old worker whom I could
trust completely. Neverthsless, the composition ef,the gw
workers council was not satisfactory. Most of the old people
were still in it.

The chief of the personnel section was ousted, by the revolu-
tionary workers council in the factory but he was not dlsmissed
only given a very good assignment. he was a convinced Commun-
ist, who previousiy was in the Army and al though he had only
four grades of school, became an officer on the arian
Air Férce, Later, hs was assigned to this position the
Ruwer plant where he had no work to do and received a very

igh salary. From such signs, it was evident to me that

ex#n the revolution did not succeed, then there would be
much retaliation.here in our power plant, agaiast thosa
who showed any sympathy with the demonstraotrs or who took
part in the demonstrations

‘rom the radio we knew of what was takini place in Budapest

6n the 28 and on the 29, Rallraod communication with Budapest
was severed partly dde to the lack of coal and perhaps also

to government orders to prevent the industrial workers of this
region from coming to Eudapest.

Nothing of thm inpdartance occured during this time until the
return of the Russians, The €ommunist Party was reorcanized
and w2 felt that nothing hagd been accomplished, Radio Free
Europas also informed us that thth llilxﬂlilﬂf the Communists
was still to be found old orderx

in ths Communist Farty.

On Nov. 3 we were listening to the radio in the barracks whers
we lived. Many of the engineers of thetﬁower plant were also
there, We were over’oyed to learn that the Russians allegedly
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had started to evacuate their troops from Hungary. Imyself
was pessimistic and teld the others, "Weit until the last one
goes out."”

Next morning, when I was preparing to go to the r plant
to begin the day shift, I turned on the radio and ﬁ:a:d or
the first time, the message of Imre Nagy. Hé announced that
Russian troops were atta king Budapest and he appealed to the
UN and to the Western powers for ald,

Even in the power plant we managed to monitor the radio broad=~
cast. and were constantly waiting for news to know what was
happening. The foreign radio broadcasts #n w informed us that
the action of the Russians was a viclation of the international
agreemetns of war. We hoped that the UN would be able to do
something in our behalf, Days passed and nothibg happencd.

And in the meantime, the Russians were pouring into {ungary
again and re-occupying the country, kuk

A few days later, I again went to Mikolc where I met my

father. He also came into the city to find out what was really

happening, He was very much concerned about my two brothers,

E:a ufktham lived in Budapest just opposite the ikkiam 7
IT3acKs.

during
From my father I learnedf that before Nov 4 he ol i one
n!k night how more than 1,000 Huﬁsinn{tanks!ﬁumlﬁg nthe”
direction of Mikolc. As he felt cold, he di

not stay much
ﬁangar. But the tanks wers still coming when he left/for
oy,

From my father, I learned that, before Nov. 4, during one night,
he countsd more than 1,000 tanks (Russian) coming in the
direction Mikolc. As he felt cold, he did not stay much

longer. Bu t the tanks wére still coming when he left for

home., This happensd at the end of Oct or Nov 1.

From what my father and other frineds had to say, i gathered
that the Russians were slewly coming into the couniry on
by-ways and side roads 1ln order to avoid observation.

III. C.. I believed that +the reinvasion of IlMikolc took
plave siméiltanecusly with the reinvasion of Budapest. 1 was

not in the city of Mikelc at the time this took place, but I
had a first hand account of it from reliable friends,



At the time the workers attacksd police headquarters in Buda-
pest, they did not have one single rifle or a pistol. Later,
the soldelrs Xeuwmd from tha Rudo barracks, equipped them
with arms. Still later, @ security militia was formed of
workers and studants, About 80 per cent of this militia were
studebts. They had arm bands and were equiped with férearms.

.. «sfr0om police headquariers Budapest to police headquarters

Mikolc. In the early hours of Nov 4 Russian tanks about 50

Tﬁpranchad the buildings of the technical university in Mikolc.d
e studentsd guards placﬂd on the top of buildings not#ced

their appraoch and started firing an them. Several Russians

were killed, The Russians also fired from their tanks

and mors tanks were drawn up to the university. By dawn, all

of the university students wers either disarmed or killed. I

do not know how many students were killed, but several. hundred

would not be an exaggeratlon,

The workers of Trosgyer remianed entirely quiet. There was no £is
fighting in that area/

With the fightinﬂ &t the university, all military action in
Mikolc ceased. The Russians drew up theifr tanks along strategic
points in the city. There was no fighting on the streets.=

The Russians were searching for arms among the students and
young people and teok anybody suspicious to them into

custody.

The Hujngarian armg in Mikelc offered no resistance to the-
Russians. They probably saw that they were overpowered and out

numbared.

At the time that he of the Russian re-invasion, we were
expecting some help from the VWest. e mx were constantly
sitting beside our radios and listening $o the foreign
broadcasts. We were walting for assistance from the West and
nre still walting for it. The sessions of the UN were always
pnstganad Immediate and urgent assistance was

r&qu

We did not think much about the form of assistance from the
West, Ve wanted them to some or to d send us guns and ammuni-
tion &and azms. To throw this down to us in parachutes, If i
we were able to flqht Russian with bare hands, how much more
effectively we could have done so with arms, had the West
supplied us with them?
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During the entire revolution, I did not meet any foreligners
in Hungary.

After the return of the Russians, I went to work every day=
and was waiting to see what would happen. Kadar already on
the scehe. He mada many promisas and appeals to the workers
to continue their work because stock supplies were short, etc,

1 constantly listened to the HUngarlan and foreign radio
broafcasts, to sp=@eches, statements amd so on. I wanted very
much to know what would harppen.

About the 18 or 20 of Wov., I realized it was lmpossible to
romain becuse the cutlooks were very bleak. From the statements
and speaches made by Kidar, it was evident that nothing could
be expected from home, only retaliations. His promises became
thinner and thinner.

It is interesting that the Rakoscli Communists were in the
workers militia which mexaxthenxfexmed. had been formed
during the revolution.

About ten days before I attempted to leave Hungary, 1 realized
that it was impossible to wait any longer. Workers were already
being dismissed from the power plant. was certain that it

was only a question of time when I too would be dismissed. I
knew that{ the UN would not come or send an army if they had
nn;tcgma til now. In my opinion, there was nothing more to

wil or.

@8 A few days bafore I started off, I went to visit my parents.
I realized that they will probably never see me again in my

life. They tried to persuads me to redakn, but finally they
realized that it was batter for me to go. They knew mhaxa very
well this was wams not some childish craving for admenture.

Hzadulay was also due to the fact that I wanted to know to
what extent the previous Rakosci regime would be restored.

I was very much concerned, wmithxthaixx would there be retali-
ations against my parents if I left. At the time of my depart-
ure, I hoped that the old previous conditlons would not be
restord entirely and no trouble would befall my parents,

I left home on Nov 31. 1 promised my parents that I would not
%n West, only to Budagast to enquire about my brother who
ived just oppesite the Kilium barracks. Therefore, we vere
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very much concerned for his safety because we knew that stifi
fighting had been going on in that neighborhodd. I told my
parents that I am going to visit my brother, but both they and
I knew that I am going West and would never rsturn

On the way to Budapest I saw something very intsresting whi h
strengthensd my resolution to go West and never return. At the
railroad station in Hatvan, I saw two Russian soldiers, evidently
deserters from the Red Armi, they were being guarded by at
least 12 Rza Russian soldiers with sub-machine guns,Thezmxii
Rugskamx A large crowd was surrounding them, Both Russians
were young, about 18 or 22. They acted very calm and resigned.
One of them tried %o ex=lain something to the Russian officer
in charge of the guards, Emkxhhisxmffszaixwanmelk But this
officer would not listen to him., I do not know exactly what
they had done, but it was evident that their lves were to be
very short., I had the fsim feeling that this fate awaited
all of us 1f we remained.

When I got off the train in Budapest, the sight which awaited
wa us at the Galite station was terrible.kEverything

was in ruins, Rusdsian tanks wiere statloned everywhere. iio
street cars ran. The streets looked as if they had been
plowed up,

With my two parcels, I finally managed to go on foot to mg
brother's houde. I found them there. The bullding in which they
lived was very badly damaced, but they were still &live and
well, Some of their furniture and possessions had remained,

1 tried to convince my brother and his wife that they too should
come with me. My brother was willing but his wife was not.

She somehow could not leave thm  behind the few possessions
which had remained.

1 went on by train dn the direction of Kapaczwa. I arrived=
there and tock a room in one of the hotels. My impression
was that very j}ittle happensd during the revelution in
Kapuczwa and the old police and AVO were still in power.

I went down to the room of the door man to listen to his radio.
He warned us to be very careful, Beside me sat an edlerly

man who also léstened to the radio. All at once, he motioned
to me to turn the radio o to another station, Very soon after
that, a police sgquad came in led by a police non-commisslioned
officer who was evidentlz drunk. He questioned us and wanted
to take me in, but he got into an arqument, a one-sided
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argument with this elderly man threatening to shoot him with
his plsyol. What the cause of the argument was, I do not know,
but I remember that he cazlled this man a Fascist, Soon aftexr
wards, the drunken policeman and his squad went away leaving

us there.

The next day I took a train for Somucz county to the village
where my othexr brother was living., Dus to the fact that I
would not have a train for several hours and it was unwisze

to remain in the broder district, I finally decided not to
visit my brother, but to continue my journey towards Soma
whatr hay. 1 did not have time nor the money to buy a rail-
way ticket, but the conductors on the tralns did not request
a ticket from anyone. Everybody was openly talking about
going West.

At the rallway stztion in Szonbathely-I wanted to enquire which
is the bewt way to go to Austria, But _ had to run from the

=@ rallroad ststicn because a Russiald patrol came and looked

& me with suspicion, I threw away my bags and ran, I succeded

in boarding the train going toward Kexmenmnd. The Russians did

not follow me= Kosseg

Soon after leaving Szonbathely an AVO borxrder police officer and
a rallroad man came through the train flashihg a light into
the faces of all the passengers and énguiring where they were
going, They went through the train six times on the way

to Koszag,

positz me in the train sat a young couple with a small
child. They seemed km wvery suspiclous to the efflicer, but
he did not detain them., Wy feeling was that I too was suspi-
cious to them, but they let me proceds,

I got off the train at Koszeg. It was dark and I went out in

the direction very carefully. About 100 yds from the rail road
station was a crossroad, Theres I saw two gueaxds with sub~-

machine guns. I noticed them in time and made @ debour in

order to avoid them. 1 tried to enquire which was the way

to the border. I knocked ona door, but it was too late and no

one answered my knock. Previously at home, I carefully stidied the
map and knew in which direction Austria was. I proceded in

this direction through vinayards and fields and forests.

Going on the forest road, I noticed in time a border control=
consisting of two AVDO borderpatrolmen. I stopped behind a
bush, Ha passed me but it was my feeling that they moticed me
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only did not wish to take notive of me.

Further on, I agaln met a border patrol consisting of four men.
They had a police dog whth them. han stopped me; I had to

put up my hands, They searched me, They were looking for arms.
They took me ihto custody.

Soon two other guards brought thres gypsies and a pPsY
woman who were also detained on their way towaxd the Austrian
border. They marxched us in toward the guard house,

This was not far from the Austrian border. I knew that I

could easily run, in the darkness, a hundsed yards to safety,
but I was not cettain whether or not all the mines and all the
barbed wire fences had been removed along the border,

We were guestioned at the guard house, ThﬂBiﬁﬁlT us that in
the morning we would be trasported to B&S88 RiYA truck came
for us on which there were zlready three people. We continued
to the next guard house, and in a very short time, there were
mn;g than twelve prisoners on the truck, We were not hand
cuffed.

We were taken te the Szonbathely prison, It was full and very
noisy, Most of the prisoners were young people betwesen the
ages of 16 and 1B8. The majority of them from Fudapest. Some

of them told me, they had already attempted to cross the bor-
der three times wathout success, but they sdid, they would

let us go and they would try again. Thexmaxixelayy

That same day, we were agsin questioned in Szonbathely,

They wanted to know why I wanted to leave the country and
whether or not I %took part in the revolution. I had to sign a
protocol containing my confession, The océficer sald this
protocol would be sent to my place of employment and to the
place where I lived and that the next day, we would be

set free, taken out to the railroad statinn and put on the
first train to Budapest. He said that if I should try once
again to leave the country that then they would turn me over
to the public prosecutor and criminzl proceedings would start
against me.

That afternoon, I becames acquainted wkth two other prisoners;

who told me that they Bad a chauffeur friend in Szonbathely

and that that men would essis® us in getting wut of the country. |
They advised me to ask the conmander of the prison to let me

go saying that I had transportation facilities to Budapest and
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therafore, did not have to wait for the train.

The W two of them went to see the commander before me and the
commander let them go, When finally I went to see the commander

he examined me and question#d me very closely. I gave him the

right answers as the other two had instructed me £ in

whfat to tell him. I gave the commsnder the address of this

chauffeur and finally, he let me go with strict warnign not -
to attempt the berder again, .

Outside the prison, I met the other two ex-prlsoners and we

went to the garage only to find out that pur friend, the
chauffeur, had already left for Austria and is not expected

to raturn. We went out to the railroad station and wanted to
know when the next train would go in the direction o f

the border. There at the rallroad st&tion, we were accosted

by a boy of 16, who asked us whether we wanted to go %o Austrla ,
g2/fd%. He agreed to take us over and we ware to meet him at
the railroad station the next morning at 4 o'clock.

The boy met us and we boarded the train gning only one station.

Thexre we got off and went on foot about i3 kilometers toward

the border. On the way, we met one or two border guards, Pro-

bably they noticed us, but they didn't say anything and we

avoided them. All the peasants on the way were very friendly

and gave us directions, We succeeded in crossing over to Austria

that very day by daylight, Near the border, we simppna Saw
and other signs that the border guards were

patrolling the border district with dogs and on horseback.

From about 150 meters distance, we started to run for the Ausirian
borderwhich was claearly identified by the Austrian flag. We

ran about 50,meters into Austrian territery and stopped only

there, This was on the Dec. 4,
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V. SOCIAL CLASS STRUCTURE AND ATTITUDES

A. My father was & school teacher. Before 1945, he taught in
a parochial school. From 1242 to 1952, he taught in the govern-
ment grade school . In 1952, he was transferred to a @od--
forsaken villace and Mis tzaching school there even tﬂdlz.
The reason for thic transfer was that father was on the
kulak list. The plece where he was previously employed gave

2% acres of land to the teachersand this was considared
sufficient to plawe him on the kulak list since we had & bit
of property of owr own. My father's education is Teacherx's
Collage, My mother completed four years of secondary school ,
She comes from a teacher's famill. 1 do not kncw what my
father's salary was before entering the war. His last salary
before I left Hungary was 1,15@ to 2,000 forints a month
and free rent. Since the Communists took over, the teachers
do not have the use of school land. Before the war, my parents
owed 35 satastrophic yokes of farm land. This was nationalized

y the Communists in 1948,

In 1945, my parents had to flee from the Russians and everything
they owned was lost or stolen. When they returned, the village
had to support them for one year because they had practically
nothing, only the clothes on their hmkszx backs. O

B. The social classes in Hungsry are the workers , the peasantry,
and the intelligentslia to which halnni the officlals and the
government emplovees. I consider myself to be a membe of the
intelligentsia, Although i, for political reasons, I was

unable to get any work cther than that of a laborer. I had

close contacts with all classes and have a high regard for

all three. Before the Communists took over Hungary, every class
was represented in political Jife.

The Hungarian peasantry, with its inherited love for the soil
could never be reconciled to Communism, Those agricultural
workers who had no land probably sympathized whth Communism
for a time, but £ when tﬁe land which was given to them in
the course of the land reform was taken away from them, their
sympathy for the Communists ceased,

The industrial workers also felt themselves defrauded , Thay

realized that dESEita slogans t. the contrary, their life was
far below the min of the previous reglme. The Communists
attemptad to create an apperatus based on the industraal and




agricultural workers, but sven those peasants and workers
who were boosted to civil service jocbs soon saw the contra-
distions between slogans and reality., and realized that the
whole thing was a fraud,

The intelligentsia was completely suppressed during the Cgmm-
unists regime. Knowledge and experience did nct count, Mosk=
of them were ousted because they served under the previous
regime, Communists attemptad to create a new intalligentsia

of their own, In my opinion, under Communism, the intelligant-
sia was hit the hardest.

C.v The attitude of the peasantry and the industrial workexs
toward each other can be summed up in the following: most of
the peasants were convinced that the industrial workers have
an easier life, They thought that the industrial workers not
only had a higher standard of living, but that, politically,
they are not oppressed so much as the peasantry. On the otherx
hand, ik the industrial werkers thought that the peasantry
lived better. Both of thess classes mistrusted the intelli-
gentsia because the new intelligentsia of the Communitss was
one which committed the most crimes against them.

The intelligentsia saw very clearly its own position. It
realized that ita standard of living was comparatively the
lowest and that it was exploited the most. Most of the intell-
igentsia never had any antaganistic feeling s towsrd the other

two classes.

E. Concerning the chances of getting ahead in Communist
Hungary, the question of talent was only of secondary import-
ance. Of primary importance was the reliable origin of the
Bersan concerned and whether or not he was a member of the
arty. If a person was able to repeat the Party lines to the
satisfaction of the Partvm then theye were unlimited chances
of getting ahead.

The sochkal mobility of each class depended largely on the politi-
cal policy of the government. For examply, under the Nagy
government, the intelligentsia wasnot considered as unrelliable
as before. The children of the intelligentsia were admitted

to the schools.

As an individual, the person most likely to get ahead in
Communiszt Hungary was of the loafibr, big-mouth type. The type
which likes to give orders to others. Such persons were usually
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able tc prove that they were of poletar orxigin, In

other words, they never appreciated what they
sarned, but spant it.
F. The principle of paying or rewarding everyone
according to his merits, is unheard of in Commuhist
Hungary. A #Zf smal proletar minority which does not like
work, £AA and usually is the scum of the population,
is permitted to rule and ordexr around the rest of the people.
Such proletars are available for almost anything. Th



VI, FAMILY LIFE UNDER COMMUNISM

A. 1In my opinion, Communism did have an effect on family
Life in Hungary, It changed the strict Gamily way of life
of the previous regime. This was dume to the constant

sense of lInsecurity, tothe poverty and to the hardships

of everyday life. Everyone was compelled to worry gidz

only about the today. Noone could make sechre the future

of his family or children. The constant nervous

tension 1in which everyone lived did not have a good effect=

on family life,

The principle of freze love which was propagated by the
Communists had also a digf detrimental effect on life in
Hungary. It undermined the strict moral principles of the
previous regine.

The family life of all social classes was affected,; but

to a different degree, The rural pufulatiﬂn was probably
less affected than the city population. The least affectedf
were the peasnats, after t;at, the intelligentsia and,

most affected were the industrial workers of the city.
Butia ganline in the family 1ife of all classes can be
noticed,

B. The Communists wanted to indoctrinate, first ef all

the Hungarian youth. Communist ldunlo?y wes taught to all
age groups, It practically began in kindergarten. Of course,
it is another question how successful this was,

The extent to wfhich children disobeyed their parents
under the Communist rule is a very complex one, In general,
those childrén who were carefully brogght up at home ,

hE their parents, did@not disobey them more than before,
There was, however, a notdd difference in the grﬂ:ﬁ of
children who can be considered more neqlected y the x
parents, Even these could not be won over entirely by the
Communists.

C. Dur to the constant financial difficulties in which
everyoine lived in Hungary, people inclined to think
twice before getting married. The number of MEZAAIdd<f/

ZELXAEXE  unsuccessful marriages were surprisingly high,
This can be left to the constant financial troubles a

that the poor working conditions ruined the lives of the
young people,
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The courtship pattern depended on many factors. For example,
origin, education at home, etc., therefors it varied,

according to the individual. I think I am toc young to make
a oomparison of what it was like before and during the war,

I do not know much about prostitution. Probably, there were
broghtels in Budapest, but I do not know from experience.

1 consider a marriage ideal and am of the opinion that
animal instincts should be governed by every individual,

We were often teld that love has & different meaning in
socialistic ideology than in the capitalistic meaning.
Otherwise, I do not know what the official attitude on
sexual matters was.

D. Communism did affect frinedship, In general, a shacper
distinction was made between friends and acquaintances.

For me, it is uarinunpleasant 84 to think back of
ex-friends who joined the Communist Party. But in generals,
I can say that whether the person joined the Communist

Party from conviction or because he wanted to make a living,
I make no distincticen between them. In my opinion, a

normal and honest person whe XI¥f leads a correct life
can never be a Communist., If a close friend of mine joined
the Communist Pargy, I would try to talk sense to thim, but
it would be practically impecssible to continue the frined-
ship, It is entlrely quite cut of the questlon to keep
politics out of a friendship. The reason for #is is

that politics played such a dominant role in everyday life,

E. The papers dld not write much about crime and therefore,

it is impossibel to form an opinion on this questien.

I do not think that ordinary crémes increased, There was not
anyone to steal from. LEverycne was poor., But if a mmemen common
crime was commited, very often, the police or the AVO attempted
to give & it a politicla tint. For edample, my uncle

who wes considexred a kulak, was constantly in jall on econo-
mic charges, for not surrendering the quota and so on.

in fact, this was only a small ecohomic crime, but it was
played up as a political crime because my uncle happened to

be a kulak.

I am toe young to be able to say wherher people drank more
than before the war, I think that people in general drank
just as much as hefore, This was despite the fact that the
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price of alcoholic bevarages was higher, People were
inclinad to consider life as aimless and without purposs,
They #¥Mdd  thought they may as well drink away their
earnings as it was not sudficlent at all for necessitiss
anyhow. Some people drank at home, others in the pubs, but
it was not advisable to spend too much mnnaih:n drinks in
public because guestions would be asked by police where
one got the money fxrom.

I have heard of hooliganism, but do not know exactly what it
means/ 1f under hooligan, we mean the "gompec" then holligan-
iem is the copying of everything that is foreign by the youth,
Especially, clothes, dancas, receration and so on. Some of

the things which come under this, of course, were considered=
as bad taste in Hungar¥. But in generald, the youth liked to
copy foreign fashion, foreign dances, and so on, Compared
with the bleak everyday life which the Communists wanted to
impose upon tham it is only natural that the youth preferred
such things as dancing and foreign fashions.

The Commuinists spent much mnneI and time to train thei#
youth to their ideology, but witBout success. The youth or-
ganizations alsc falled to achieve their purpose. Rakosi

abd his people noticed this and this is the reason why one
year before the outbreak of the revolution, they staged a
Youth Congress at which such problems were discussed, but
the Congress and the resolutions passed there did not affect
the situation much.

Hooliganism in the sense in which I understand it is more
characteristic of a cettain age gruug rather than of a social
class . There were the young people belonging to the intell-
igentsia, to the industrial workers and aven to the

Eeasantry WKL AR/ REL A/ Lo EidéLdd  who could be considered as
ooligans. In must cases, the pareins did not mind that their
children were cuEying the fashions and the recreation of

the foreign youth. In many instances, it was considered the

right thing to do just because the government opposed Lt.
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ViI. RELIGION

A. In my opinion, the effects of Communism on religious
life in HUngary should be considered according to age groups,

In my opinion, Communism had little effect on the religlious
life of the older age group or better to say, it even
increased their degree of religlousness.

But Communism did afect to a considerable degree, the relig-
ious life of the younger people. I do not dare to make an
estimate to what extent. :

Interference in the relligous life in Hungary began by
abollahing compulsory catechism class in school. Darwinism
and materlalistic principles were taught to the childxren in
school and they had a great effect on them. 1 know from my
own example, I preferred to accept the scientific explenation
for the source of 1life and so on than the theological explan-
atdpn., Even todey this is an open question to me and 1 am
seeking the right answer. This, ihn my opinion, is not a
question of politics, but it is a question of philisophy.

A% home, the clerqgy and the churches have the same general
respect as before.

Catholics were the greatest enemies of Communism. Itwas a
guestion of survival of either the regime or the church.
Because of the cifference of the methods used in this trdauble,
of couxse, the regime won.

Protetant churches were also persecuted, Religion in
Communism is a ceneral principle. Wéther it be Judaism or
Buddhaism is indifferent. Whoever is not a materialist is
an enemy of the Communists. This is a capital crime, A good
example of this is tha Cardinal Mindszenty. He has become
an enemy of the government and the people, because he tried
in every possible waz , that is every wa¥ in which morally
he could, fight against the Communists for the survival

of the Catholic €hurch.

B. My parent s have always been very religious as I've said
before, 1 was more impressed by scientifc theories. They regarded
with concern, my struggle to f an answer to my religlous

and philosophical problems. These are problems to which 1

am still seaking an answer.




whether one is religious or not is of indifference to me. I
do not judge people according to hhis standard. These are
most ly traditions which one inherits, but I do not think
that science can give convineing proof which would undermine
religion and the churches, Religion is a spiritual necessity
to most people. In the 20th century, the basis of religion
ad the religious life is humanism. In the centuries past,
religinn was mostly based on ceremony and even today, much
of ceremony is lncomprehensible to me. In this respact,
the Protestant religion is the most sympathetic to me.

C. My views on the relation between church and state can
be summed up in the fulinwing:ﬁ.&'{ﬁdfﬁﬂf

role
The churches play an important in the scociety of today.
They are a live, existing movement. They must be given full
liberty and oppertunity to function,

Concerning ecclesiastic schoals, I am of the opinion that
they should be abolished, but that catechism in religion
shald be compulsory in tﬁa state schools,

In mv opinion, churches should have an influsnce in such
things as censorship of films, plays and so on.

(Note: The political role of the church in the state had to
be explained)

Yes, in my opinion, members of the clergy should be repre-
sented in Parliament and so on. They could hold govemmnent
offices., But the Iddd)/KIZK ideal relatlionship betweéen chiurch
and state in a democratic country should be one of coordi-

nated relationship, not of subordination. The churches can have
an indlrect influence on political and soclial life as well,

D. The Jewish religion under “ommunism is a difficult
question. Was it oppressed or did it have todbe oppressed

at all? After 45, very few Jews remained. Those who remained
were placed in important jobs and high government positions. In
principle, the “ewish is the same as any other religion,

The simple Jewish citizen did not have exceptional priavileges.
Commerce was entirely under government control. Business

and commerce was in their blood. For this reason, Communism
ccould not hace been sympathetic to them. Politically, theyd
lived ukder the very same pressure as evary one else.




3-M 25/

Other Jews were able to get ahead because they became Communiszt
members/

1 do not quite understand your question about anti-Semitism
and Austria. Agaisnt whom do you mean, against Hungarian or
Austrian Jews? And by whom, the Hungarians or the Austrians?

I heaxd some talk about the Jews expoliting the favorable
circumstances for immigration., It made a very bad impression
when on e of the Jews on the train laughingly daid: "I'm
going to America to become a millionaire."

To me, in general, it is of no importance mx if one is a

Jew or a Christian, but on the whole, I have had many un-

favorable experiences with the Jews whom I knew, but this

is experlence and not principle. I think #L it is unjust

to pass someone out of society because he happens to belong

to this church or that, but it cannot be denied that ths

Communists leaders in Hungary were f€f mostly Jews. It

is also true that the conduct of some of the Jews immediate-

tﬁeaftﬂr wexaxafxihe World Waxr did not serve to increase
ir popularity.

The attitude of the Jews toward Communism had to change
during the past year, If at the beginning, they expected good
they were very disillusioned.

The vast majority of my Jewish acquaintances were Communists.
They joined the Communist Party for good pay or good positions
and for chances of gettigg zhead, On the basis of my personal
experince with my acquaintances, I think that this was a general
phenomenon .,

During the revolution and demonstrations, those Jews who

were in lmportant political zssignments or very good Jjobs
wereopposed to the whole thing, I have already mentioned

our ax-personnel director whe, when seeing the Hungarian
workers place the flags on the smoke stacks of the power
piant, granted it "a Fascist provocation®. It is my opinien
that the Jews had bery little to do with the refolution,

I did not see one singls Jew either in the demonstrations

or the revolution, but this is possible that this was not the
situation in Budapest or elsewhere in Hungary
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I do not think the supposiblion, that Jews In genersl, are
gfraid of a chasnpe In Hungerg, is well founded. The anawsr to
this question nglturally depends to great sxtenl, on the poli-
cisns of the future Hungarien gowernment, that 1s to what extent
the ways of anti. Stmit;lm,ﬂjfﬁﬁﬁj/ﬁﬁfﬁjﬁﬁﬂifkﬁ which Irom
time to time reoccur to a grsater or smaller degree, wlll be
tolerated. In Hunpgaryy there wes and there 1s some nntinﬁamit-
ism, but it 15 not constant and in general, 1t is more indiff-
ersnce YH{“Bntipathy than anti-Ssmitiam, But the Jews are clever
enough that they ean 1f theywant to ¥ change this general
Teeling to sympathy.

I must repeat that my leellngs toward Jews ere based on per=
sonal sxperlence and have hothing to do with Hitlerlstlec prin-
clples or slomgans,
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VIii. THE HUNGARIAN YOUTH

A, In my oplnion, Hungarian youth included the ege group from
10 years to 25.

8. I would not say that the Hungarian youth directed t ha revol-
ution, but I think that they did play animportant role in it,

I am not certain of the role of Hungarian youth in the 6 months
befors the revolution. I was not in their midat, but I can
draw conclusions to this question from the r evolution itself.

I believe that, in genersl, the Hungarisn youth was very reat-
less and wanted & change,

In my opinion, ths fact that the Hungarien youth alr-~ady had
a flxed program which ¢t hey made public in October indicates
that there had been some kind of organlzation amony them al«
ready before the outbreak of the revolution or befors tha
demonetrations.

The leadlng role of the youth in the demonstrations and the
revolution ia evident,

The Hungarlan youth played an important role or maybe the lesd-
ing role in the Hungerian revolution because vurg;prahnblr, it
was able to reallze the best, the emptiness of & ideology

fereod upon them and they saw best the bleak oubtlookas for
the fubure and also youth, in general, 1s less hesitent and
more impulsive Yf and is Inclined to act quickly withous
thinking.

In my opinion, the oldsr age groups admired the pccompliash-
ments ol the youth during and before the revolttion, The
youth dld more than any one could have expected, There must
have been gensral admiration for thelr open opplaltion to the
government, Il think that the Hungarian youth passed a test of
political maturity with {lying colora.

C. The Communiats admitted only those pesople to school vwhoi
they could hope would beacome the supporters of Communism.

1 Think that the Communlst povernment did right when #¥ 1t
abolighed tultion and other fees in school. All expenses were
borne by the state. Students could do mich better in school
il they had no financlal worrles about tultion fess,ete,

There syatem of entrance exeminations is pood, Rather, it would
have been pood if only the qualifications of the students had
been exdmined, but when t he political quesbions came/ to be
dominant, these entranca examinations servsd only to kesp up
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thet L1e, kesp out the undesireable slemente from school.

Concerning the quality of education, 1t wes good 1In somse
Iﬁjﬁfﬁﬂﬁ;ﬁﬂ{ institutes, in some, high,but ohly in the last
fow yaars. In general, the gquality of sducation Trom L9 teo 53
WAs Vvary poor,

Concerning the school perscnnel, many teachers and profesgors
wore not qualifisd to teach. They acquired thalr diplomas

and thelr sssignments from political and Party considerations
and not on the basis of professional quelifications. The

larger the number of suwh new teacheraf on the staff, the lowar
becams the level of the institute or achool. It W@ muat slso ba
ednitted that teschers and professora ware over«burdened by
superflous assignments. The level of the stafl, in genersl,
could be attributed %o the number of teachsra who s srved ubder
the previcus repime.

B, The Communlats did make an intenaive sffort to Indoectrin-
ete the youth. They apared naither tims nor money to win tham,
The reason for their fseilurs can be attributed moatly to the
fact that the youth reclized the emptinessn snd falsehood in
Communiat ideolopy. Opplaiton of the Hungsrian youth to Comm-
uniam increased f:om time to tims and depended always on

the extent of Communist SXSFAdddidd oppression., It always
depended on how wide the gap was between practice and theory.
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IX. MAJOR DISSATISFACTIONS AS FELT IN EVERY DAY LIFE

A. The major dissatlsfactions in my every day life whitle 1

wes in Hungary were the following: poor working condltions,
low standard of living, compulsory Communlat ildeology, the rule
of a Communist minority, the freezing feeling of Russian in-
fluence//dfd 1n all fiskds of 1ife, Communism in practice

was & dictatorship, brutal and Inhumane in extremo.

B. Psopls in Hungary, very often complained because of the
bursaucracy,# the stupidity and the lack of hnow-how,
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X. THE ECONOMIC LIFE

A. In the firat half of 195G, I was employed gs a super
visor of an MTH bome (Uffice of Labor Reserve). My salary
was 900 forints & month., Thers was an iron cot in my office
and I could slesp thore. I had an extra incoms of 100 forinte
& month from acting as a gymastic Instructor,

From June til I left the country, 1 was employed as a laborar
in the power plant at-Szkomnbaricszlika., My average monthly
incoms waz 1,000 to 1,150 forints e month, Ths salary was much

%nunr. about 750 per month, the rest I received as production
onuses.,

1 shared & room with threes other peopls in ths workers'

barracks of the power plant. I paid 10 forints a day for food.

The food wes = metimss pood and somstimes bad, On such occasions
I was forced to buy scmething to eat from the procsry stors.

1 would have liked very much to llve gqiiletly and save money
encughto get marrisd.

I never had moras than two or three suits. ZHdd¢, Of these,
one was my Sunday sult. For sxample, the sult in which I left
Hungary, [ bad been wearing since 1 « 1 could mot afford a
camera, not to mention a motorcycle., It wes a preat achleve-
ment wﬂnn I was able tc save, after five years, 1,200 for a
radio set.

I had to sconomise both on food and on clothing. ITf I spent |
more on clothing, I had to eat less and vice versa, -

Qur standard of living aa compared with pre-war and during the
war time changes considerable after 19/i5. My parenta were able
to live comfortably on thelir saslaries and {rom the Income of
thelr own property &nd from the farm land which they pot [rom
the Bchool whers my fathar taught,

I started 1ife in 1949 when I finished my studies, After

8 years, I had ten shirta, and three sults of clothea, In 19,8
and 1949, thes stendard ol 1lving of living was hipghsat, Since
then, it showed & constant dacline,

From among,.my scauaintances, the famlily who llved beat was

the neighbors. They had 25 cadastral yokea of fmrm land, This
wis Just under the leval which would make them kulaks. This
family had & girl and & non who wag married and lived with tham .
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Their daughter was aleo marriedy, bhut d.d not Jive in the family. They

hed decent food and elothing elthough their standard of living as conpared
with the rre-wer end during the wer lawvels declined at least 66 2/3 €.

Thay ware emong the first to surrender their crop, but whan there was a
good crop; some of it was I ft whiich they could sell on the fres mrket.
From this, thay had a copgidarsble income.

The czuse of the low standord of living during the past B yeers i was
complete enmrchy in the economic Jife and the elimination of mrivate enter-
mrice.

B. My average monthly inoome on 1996 wae 1,150 forimts. About 22% of my
incomewas deducted far Trads Union fess, cofpulsary poverrmert loans, etoe.
This enownt included production bonuses es my true salary was only 750
forinta per momth. The rest was produeticon bonuses. In olber wrds, if
for some reason, cosl shortape or scmetechnicsl dffieuliy, the rroductiom
declined, ow smalsry incoms. #lso declined.

In the first S morths of lest yesr, I had a part time job after office
hours; which gave me an extra inceme of 100 forints a month. I was a sports
instructor

¢ ]

I wae not merrdsd, but in my femily, only my f ether worked. I did not
Hve . th my psrents-

My sdlary was increased by 22 foriots a month in 1955. Until then, it wes
only L0 fordnts & mknth, Put this wes a genehal increase in salery.

Co The commissions stores sere also governemtn Stores and they only sald
second hand or used things.

Tarm
I do not know the Tiddsrences in prices ecnthe f'diid nerkets and the go-
vernmant stores, but it is my imprassion that the pricas were fixad by the
goverrmomnt =nd wore the oot bikh mrkets.

The quality of the goods =rd commodities A&AS{ASd imoroved the past

two ar three years, but it must not be feorgotten bhet in 195, we had to
start fram practically nothilng. From 19LL to 19686, good quelity goods
were avalleble, for instanrcs, textllss, but textiles, for exennle, ware m
desr that very fev pacple could afford tham. That redly was luoooy Af
somebody could affcrd 220 or 2l0 forinto for = yard of clething materisl.

The Immrevement of tho quality of ths goods in the past few years cm be
attributed to better equipment, beiter organizetion end to a greater degree
of control on the guality of the poods. For exmipls, wrlers were often
Tined if their products d.d not mest the standard reqirements.

Thare never was & shortsge in textiles, but irom time 4o time, there was &
shortage ia food supplies, aspecielly in fats, and meat producis. Very often,
retell outlets wers uvnable to supply cojsumers wth goods which otherwise
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waredin sbundanes. This was dus to Jack af corgamization. It vas very &fdl-
cult to get standard spere parts. I deon't think there was ever sny spolloge
of food.

As I sxid befors; frea tdre to time thave was a fpd¥dd shortege of fat,
land, and meat producioh but such items as cocoa, tesy and troplesl or cite
s frults were whasrd of.

Inmpnerel, everything could be hedyrbut at & very high »riee. For such ltems,
there were no purchasers. That is why the display windows were always full,
but pacple were mdlk to buy goodse

I don't think there was & orpanized block merkot in Hugery, If there wers
blaek marRet detls, thess had to be monducted in grest secrecy, mostly among
friends ar acquainbances. In LSy U6 and probably the £irst part of 7, there
wa1 some black merketing in fopd stuffs.

L don't think thet retdil stares sver rcfused to selll goods unlesg buyers
mid 2 hgher price, This was too risky. Black market pwrcheses smvd black
nalet desling wore vory strictly pumished, from thres to five years, and
evan more for the pechantu,

Do When it was 1y day off, I wsually slept 12 howrs a day to mike up for
lost sleep on work days, On such days. 7 never had mere than siz or seven':
hours of dlesp. T lived within welking distance of my Tactary.

Hy werldng time dywys depended upen what #ift I ¢A/dd/ was oany There
ware thres thifts, the day, the nlght A apd the afternoor. ¥When I was
on the dey eshift, I started to work at & AM, fdd and worked t11 2 P,
Thare wac no Iwmch time during this period, From & A.M, +41 2 P.H. Vs
raally hed to begin wark ten minvtes earlier. Ten minutes befars the shiflt,
3 had te be there and tale over frem the previous sbift. We received & half
hour's psy for each doy se & paid lonch time, but this was ever svd dove omr
Hﬂl"k Iliﬂ:l:‘:l.ﬂﬂa ﬁmlﬁ'-ﬁn.ﬂl il EP-.H-.

I wsually got up &t 5§ A-¥. My breakfos: cinsisted of a slice of bread snd
soma baccon, I had to hurry to works We hedt o be punctual, ctherwise, w
would te finads

1 wae dble to work coly as a dgy lshorer in the power plant getting the
A fddd drtiest and the worst aswigwents. My lest assigrment was ZMd
to taim cere of the amnll bedlers wilch mre~hesated the water for the large
bailer of tha porer plant. These m ethesting fwrnaces were beatsd wlth the
exhaust steanm of the large fuarnecas.

This is the only kind of work Iwes sble to get =t the end, I would have
preferrad woricdng in the offics, but I vas not relisbls for such work. My
fard 1y backgroumd and sosizl,crdgin were not 2 good 1ecommndatian. wWhen
1 vanted Lo got & job a3 & boodkeapar, Y was told that thde is an import=
Euthnsaigmmn'h end chly peldtdeslly reldshle people comld be employad far
sucth jobz.
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LW |

I was on good téms sdth &1 ny collaaguss and fellow workers with the ex~-
on of one = twe Commmists, The sngineers and the experdanced workers

had our respacts; but not the so-called "nachalnyikae. Such peoplay we Sweys
wanted 1o avold,

From smong my swerdors, there were some with wiom Isas on very good,yterns, but
thers were others whem I feared beceuse of their Communist memberships
Concerning thelr compstence; thle varies sccording toftbe individudl » |

:

ImmﬁemplﬂwmiﬁﬂaﬂﬂthwjuhnInﬂﬁmmmdtnﬂmﬂm
my studios, but this was impossible and thie was the best job T covld finds

Some of ry co-workers ¥ and superiors were really sxperts and slidlisd
workers, but smong such people there wers diways quite a mmiber of poldtse-
cally relisble people who were without my expert kmewladge, whatscever.
Thay were placed in such assipmmente cnly to get higher pey. Thekr task
vas primardily to kmep watch over the Ubners.

Good work wes pralsed as in Rusale. The politically relisabla rel workera I
yars picked out ond pradssd for good work which, in reklity, they did not

performe This vas only incrder to give them bopvses and madals, etc. On '
the othsr hend, the cld workers, who were experts in their field, very often |
praised i/ some ome wmofficlally, vho did good worke |

The Hungarisn sociglized nedicel sarviee would have been good if 1t had
besn managad by experts. As i1 operates todsy, wery Yew peopls have confi-
demce in the health servioca.

Comeerninz tha vacation programs, very fewpsople re e thay are being
chaated and are getting nothing Jron the trade umon. IT you count

your treds wnion dues and the amowmt that you have to ray far the vaoatlons,
you could get 2 vaestion “or the same price without the help of the trads
tm.im.

—_ -

Cencorning pensions; the slder people o that v at thay mre petiing
asr pend ans wes not enough ‘to [sod them, sa elfder peopls who were ad-
ritted to the howes for the sged live there-in great went and miserys

Be In Hongary, I alyeya lived in the comtry. As a young man who would

like to zet married, I would mrefer to live in the clfy. In Hungary, the 1ifs

in the villagss is so blsak aad gray, dresrys that it 1s G4 virtuelly

a prison for & man with some acucation. After acquiring thelr diplomas, the young '
members of ths inmtellipentsia, slwvays feared a village assigmment. According

%o them, a village coneists only of mud and dirt.
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I+ is hard to ssy who had o better det ln Uommundst Fimgary, the agricul-
tursl workers or tha clty workers. In my opindom, there was no basic dlifere
ence. Troa, that in the cities, there ware more top jymy officers, Py
o2ficials, and 50 on, who lead a2 better life, but thess ware not the peoplae

in dnion Lk sbandard of living, panerally, washigher in the chties,
Eﬂfﬁm. ‘::mth the olty snd the village popwlstlion hed an equd. ly A1l
cult time under Comumundome

In opinien, everyons il rural Humgmry wes strongly opposed to colleolivie
:ﬁ?&.hﬂtﬂmmmmmmtu Terms of their parents, b~
jacted aven more strongly. Some ¢f the ferm woriers who had no land wera in
faver of collectivizetion in the beginning whenthey still hed nothing, but

when their lands were taken away from them, than they too cbjected. to colle
ectivization,

¥hen collectivizetion started, I wen of the opinion that this was not & good
idess The Humgekisn psasent will never ot accustamed to the ldea of cocllsctive
farming. In my opdinion, every fom of compulscry collacil ve farming will

fail, From time to time, while stlil in Hugary, there w=s news ol some
collsctive farms being dispsolved and given back to their cwmers, This was

dome probably becauss the cellsctives bacame bankrupte

If I were an agricultursl worksr ir Hungary, I would pol stsy om the formy but
would go to the city and got & Jeb 28 sn idustrial werker.

In my opinion. the ideal form of ferming is tha collective farming based
on volumtary membership in co-operetives as in Degmark and Holland. The Jses
govermmant interferes in larming, the better,
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XI. 'HE FOLITTOLL TIFE

Ly I have g slueys had an intarest in polities, bub am not dld enough 1o
have taken partin politicsl sctivities nyself. After i5; my interest in
palities, naturally, incre=sed, I, boo, wanted Lo know what owr fubare would
ba.

I have never been & mambar of any Ffd4t politicel perty. From szmoug the right
wing pmtiss, the most sympathetie to me is the &wll Holdare Party in the
composition as in 1945. At that timey the parly redlly meant o reprasamt
the interests of the small holders,; who in my opindon, sre the back bona

of Hungerys Regrettably, there wers many Comrumists wio infiltrated the lefi
wing of the smeil holder's party ardlater, assumed control.

R oy

Yy ffd vereots we, and vover hove bosn, P membar s, but ths most gyme
pthoticly viewed party it the and 1 holiers. Soclal Demoorstle Party
has vary few followars in rurel Hungary. It is confinad mostly to the indnss
trial dlstriste.

Bators 1518, everybody watched W th grost ocncern, the political expansimm
of the Commmist Pariy,

1 have 4Jssys considarad the Comurdst Party something wihdch we must femrs
in my opdnion, the Hagl propagends did not dver exaggerate the horroas of
Communisn, Everyihing haprened as they sredictadas

By Yy opindion of the Comumist Pmty had nol changed since 1948

My opinim of Coommmdst Bariy masbers is thai they are blinded beasks o
enjoy shedding bicode Tt 1o true thebt mny mesbers joinsd in ordsr to have
igag and top rovide for thair fanilles.

1 md much cmrtect yith Ferty merbers no Pariy membors ware eyerywoere.
Most of the Communlet Prriy membors joined not from ¢ envickion, but fram
selfish irnterosts and reesona. Sewwotlys they laughed at Comurdam, amd
644 not conridar themeslves Commud.sts. This is tros gF in the cane of
sbout 908 of the stete mnd gowrment smployees, but svan withib the Farty
itself, dbort 704 of tho Party olficials were nct convinoced Cormmunists.

The polivyd the “crmunist Party was in constamt fluctuation in the past

ten years. Tha lina of tho Party polioy was alwaye dutermined by eccnomic and
poltical fectars. Whanthey desmsd it recesswry, thay mds cmoassions and
vhan no longer nacesaarys they rovoked thoen.
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I wvas aware of the fact that there differences of opinicm within the Perty

iteelf. This is a natursl ssquence of the various g of Party pifidy
but what differences there were among the Farty Imdership, I do

not knowe There no essential difference between Rakesi and Imre Nagy,

During the past eight or ten years, each of Party member had his own
how tha Party flmu{;.u:la- Thﬂ%mu, by convietiom,

followed the PF-u;,— 1ins blindly. They did not do so and they were branded

traitars. The did not tolerste any comtradiction cr private Zopinion.
Imre Nagy, because he trded to express his own views, wes ousted fram the

All of the leaders of the Hungarism Communist Pasty ware the motley pieces
Sovied interest. In fact, they were Soviet citizens and not Hungarian.
hadnothing to do Wl th ths Hungarian nation or with Hungarisn imterests.
Their eomduct met wlth owr expectations entirely.

The Commnist Perty leaders probsbly belisve in what they arepreaching. How
olss could one explaln thedr wdllingness to camuit such crimes as mss
murders, ete. They want warld Yemmunisn and they do not shat ways and
memes they use in achieveing their purpose. To them, ths of other
people have no value,

L do not lmow shat kind of people, the Commimist le aders are as indivicdusls,
I have never met them. About Kruschevs I hesrd that he drinks muchs sbout
Molotovy I kmow that he 1s a sadist ond likes to est very muchj Ferles is
also a sadist. I do not think that wealth ie of importance to them. Perhaps,
they have an over glzed ambition. ALl of them are puppets. None of them

has indlvidual character. For exgmple, Rekosi hesno character, but Tito

may be & strong personality. That is why Hoscow is not satisfied « th him.
In genreal, all of the Commnist lsaders sult tho purposs of Moscows

There must nscessarily be & difference in motives of the Commui st Je ader—
ship and in the renk snd #1ls members. This follows from the fact that most of
the rank and file mevbers are membars only for thelr own irterests.

If Hungary is free ynd independent, there will be no nesd to ban the Commmist
Party, because it will have no members.

Ce There was opposition to Commimism all tha time, This oppositionwas
strongest immedistely after 195, Az the Commmiste grew in pover, their
oppression grew dlso and this caused & decline of the remistance. This went on
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wmtil the oup was £ i1lad to the brim, then the rasvoluticn boroke out.

Thnamﬂ.lfwﬂutmnﬂﬂminﬂlﬂﬂdnnrluh‘;hulhgdm
REungary dince 1945 and knows the sltustion there must know this. “here were
a1l forms of oppositien to Communism from grumbling szainst the government
to conspiraciss. This opposition was significant in as wuch as this kept
alive the hste sgainst the reglem.

It is interesting to note ZMf that the Commmdists were really blind to #)iyf
fif¥ hat prest antipathy they engendsred.

I aid hear & out the intellsctual ferment in Hungery. In the erticle by
Themas Bogel, which I dready mentiomed, the shols intellectusl ferment ex=
ploded when Benjemin Lasglo published his poems. At lsert, thet was the
opdnion of the artick .

T heard sbout the Petofli circles. Tha Petofl clrecle was organised within

the DISZ because their members were bored and had nothing to do so the DISE
cargenized everyvhare, Petofi circles for open discusslions and debates. The
first experiences with the sctivities of the Fetofi circles indicated that
Addd their wrk ff was not satisfactary frem the point of yiew of the
govermment. or this reason the subjects of the debatsd were officially
assigned to them. The debates ware on social problems, Marxist ddeclogy, etc.

The first debstes in the Budapest circle were cenducied by Tibor Terdos and
by Thamas Bozel. They exercised strong criticism ageinst conditdone in Hungaxry
snd ageinst the poeple In powers

1 must stress the fact that Petefi circles existad sverydiere in Hungary

net only in Budapest. I read ebout this in the mewspepers. I believe that itbe
first debate of the Petofl circle which was published in the nmewspspers

see the debate held by the Petofi circle in Szepeds If - remember correctly,
even the radic bracdcast this debate. This happeneds I think, #){ 4n the
Spring of 1956, COr perhaps, alveady in February. Everyene lmew sbout this

in Hungary at thst time.

T think just before the debates of the Fetafi circle, thare was some kind of
internstional congress in which, from mow on, d1l the witers pledged to
ﬂ'itﬂmmﬂmtiﬂthu

Befare 1956, the Hungerlen writers were not sble to wrdte what they wanted to
because of the Commndism censership. Very often, they attempted to write
between the lines. And wvery often; what they wrote, they wrote from com-
pulsion. When the time arrived when they could write what they wanted, thay
did so and the result was the revolution.
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My opinion of the writers end the intelleftudls vardes accard ng to the
individual. For example, < have no regard whatscever; fa Peter Kuceias,

It 18 rediculous to ask why the intells ctusls end writers opposead the regime,
I have dlready told you several times sthet the situatlon was, Evidently, the
witerswvere not satisifed Wth Commmism. Such repetition of queshions
irritates me.
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iTI. THE APPARATUS OF FPOWER

As In general; the officars of the AVO were people who did not like to

works who ldked power snd who sold themselves to the regime. The non-camrisalioned
officers; at least a part of them; may form an sxcepticn az gfh some of

the AVD men ware drafted during the course of compulsory militery servise.

I did not have any perscanl contapcts with the AV0, but my uncls was pes~
tered by them wvery oftrn because he happenmed to be a kulak.

I was never arrested by the AVO. I was imprisonsd for four days while serv-
in the Hungerian army because I rofussed to cbey my politicel officer, I
almost court-martislled.

I do not know personelly of any AV0 officer or AVD man sho wented to laave the
service and had remorse, etce This prebably happensd. Ferhaps not so often
mong officers as among the men. Very often 1t happenecd that the AVO found
out that the parents of the perscon concerned were not w to enter the
collective farming or very often, the perents of AVO men Z4%H infcrmed
thely eons of ths situstion in the country, giving them a true picturs of
what Comnunism was in practice. These people very ofter would have liked

to leave the AVD and sometimes when the conduct of thelr parents, or their
own, indicated that they did not like the regims, they were custed fromthe
AVO by te AVO itself, but in most cases, this happepec only to AV persomal

coming f.om rural H!mgﬂw'u

It is not =n axaggeration to state that the Eoupln in Communist Hungarylived
in const_ant anxisty and feer. Every honest Hungarian must hete Commundam.

1]

I myeelf wvas maver an infamer, but evidently there were mamy informers.

Even the police Wffe worked on & premium basis, the rore results thay

achieved, the higher their pay. In my oplnion, the infcrmers were ff mostly

:'u:‘ ]:-nap:i.:d:ﬂ:ln sympathiged with the regime. The informer system was very
smre

Informe rs were everywiere. I do not know thalr motives; but it is aquite
entirely indifferent whether they did this from convictlon, for rewerd, o
to accompliah blackmail,

In my opdrdon, it is imposslble for & person to ramain cut of trouble just
by keeping his mouth shut, It is true thet a parson whc is able to keep
his mouth shut is Mable to get into less trouble bwt it 1s enocugh to be
temed an enemy of the people if cne refuses to repeat the slogans of the
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Commund sts.

Maybe it happened that fA/ff AVO officers took off thoir wiforms and
fought with the revelutiomiste. This mgy have happened, but I lmow of no
such case.

If this did heppen, then the motives of the AVo people were probebly that
they ne longer had to fear enything. Previously, mny er-Fascists entered
the AVO just to be safe, I can cite you concrete examples of-this idnd.

But; of course, there msy have beon swme who became the solubtlon. s th
Commun gme éisiliusioned

If Hungary becomes free and independent, I think it would be best to
conduct a strict investigetion into the affairs of the AVD persommsl.

Everyone ghould be judged individually for anything he did wronge I am
certain that most of thelyr misdeeds wi1ll come to light.

In my opinion, no sharp distinction can be mde betwean the AVO and the regu-
lar police. Blue police also worked for the KDH. It is difficult to draw &
gtrict line between political &nd nom~political ceses bacause in most nons=
politicel masas, there was & tendsncy to mix in some politica. Soms of Lhe
most rebid Commmdets were in chargs of the Blus police. They were capable of
doing almost anything, You must ksep in mind the exampls which I tald you
gbout, the chief of the Mikolc police.

Imow what role the Blue police played in the rafclution, but I
old you gbout their mle in the demonstrations in Milele.

Many of the simple policemen tried to dreas in civilian clothes and
gave their arms o the revolutionists.

do not lmow much aboftt couwrts in “emmmist fmngery, but I kneow that
after Tmre Nagy came to s thare was a genersl tendancy to correct the
unjust sentences of the & ian cowmrte.

I think that in the course of me=war Hungery, justice wes administered to
rich and poar equally. L wes too young to remember how thoss courts opersted.
dut these courts received so much sbuse in the Comunlst press that Just
that fect slone mekes them sympathetic to 1) overyons.

I heerd éout the Peopla's courts efter 19L5. It is my opinien that these courts
sentenced many innocent poople to ¥Mf death ar to long terms of prison unjustly.

Of course, there werebame who were ariminsle w10 daservad their fste, but
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the vuast majority of the people sentences by these cowris did not.

O - S ~aer Inetorine the

I myselld wes never in prison, but my uncle, whom I8ve lrcady memtiomed,
was arrested several times. He was considered & kulak and wes alweys in trouble
because he was not sble to deliver his quole of produchd. He told me one or two
things sbout his ZZLE/NRE/WENEE/AIAdS /)it prion 1ife, but he wes
glweys kept in small county prismns and not in any of the lsrpe houses. He

ned sbout sanitetion and food in thn prisom. I do not remenber much
about the detadlls of his prisen life.

Coln my opinion, the wast majority of the mmy including the officers sither
eympathized with the revelution or teck aclive partin the fighting. In a
certain sense, even thoss soldiers helped vhio did not want to taks part

in it. ‘hey helped by casting off their wniforms and going home.

I comnot make any distinction asccording to crigins in the conduct of the
dlers during the revolution. It f must be taken into consideration that it
a custam in Hungary, not to lat amyome serve in the sy near to the
where he lived, This is Stalinist strategy in practics because thay do
want soldiers to cast off their undforms and run hate at the first sign
troub

was a difference in the conduct of the enlistad mn and of the officeras,
cause the officers, in gemersl, ware consideraed more relizble Irom tha
Party's point of view., There were very few Commumfets anong the rank and file
in the army. JTHdYd/d# There wers more mmong the non-commissioned officer s,
but comparstively, not as many as smong the officers.

E!B

g

&
&

1

In my opinion, those soldiers snd officer s who came [{ram rural Hungary, took
a more active part in the revelution. Murdng my three years of militery ser-
vicey, I did not meet a single officer who boelbnged to the intelligentsia.

I served in the Humgerian army from 1950 until 1953, There wes a wide gap
betwean the enlisted men and the officers. llost of the officers wers paople
who did not want to work at hame mnd entered the ermy for this reason.
Reluctant to work, and with the proper class backgromnd,; they entered the

&Y o

In general, life in the mmy wae not a pleasant one. Food was bad &d not
enoughs Thers was too much ldeology traiming. Discipling was very pocrs

Tha conduct of the officers toward the emlisted men carmot be gensraliszad.
It alweys depended upon the individusl, Neot much can be seld sbbut the compe~
tence of the of ficers or the noncommlesgioned officers. This was not important,
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but to what extent they were sadiste and how much ambition they had, was-.

Thare was & differsnce between thoss ufﬂsn-l and non-cammissioned officear s
who were and who werse not members of the “arty. Although I think there were
very few who were not. There is also a difference in the conduct of those who
lived under better condltions previously &nd who ware more intelligemt.

In my opdinion, Farty members and Farty candidates recedved better treatment
in the army.

Concerning tha politicsl :Lndncrt.riaatimintha army, I wish to quote the wrda
of ex-Minister Farkas., He said, "‘he army is the largest Party school."”

The army had the necessary peans to forca its ideoclogy on amybody. md everyoody.
Training end military knowledge were sscondarily importent. Everyons took this
political indoctrination in the srmy. We did everything possible to sklp
classes. The result of this was general dlssatisfeftlior. Very oftsn, the
soldiers would grumble sgainst political indoctrination classsass Somatimes

the opposition even led to blank refusal to carry oul comands. And, in

genarsl, the discipline in the mmy was very low.

Do It 1s true that the participation of Russig in the 1840 Hungerisn Revol=
ution was not forgotten in Humgary and was also a source of resentmant aganst
the Soviet Unien. of todey. But the primary cauvse of the unpopularity of

the Ruseisn aymy in Hungary wee thelr conduct in Humgary during the 9Ll
19L5 ocoupation of Hungary.

I've already told you what the people expected of the Fussisn army befare

it come in and none of them were mistaken. The genaral impression sbout the
Russiahs snd the Russisn army has not changed since 1915. lobody in & Russian
i?ﬂimmhmﬂuwwﬂmﬂnmﬂmm.mmfmnmuiam
cathsoms .

My attitude and that of my friemds changed since 19L5. Since the revolutiem,
we hate tham even mors than befare.

The canduet of the Ruasias troops which wers sta ioned in Hungary, befere ths
revolution was essentially different than their conduct in Eﬁ;. At that tlme,
they were I allowed to do everythingd to commit murder, to rob or to rape,
but now they had instructions to act St as civilized I'uropeans. Thegr wrs

not &llowed to mingle h civilisns and there were no fikendships betwean
clvilians and husslans. ‘he last momths befare the revolution, some of the
Russians, men mpnd officers, could act surprisingly normally. By this, I msan
thegy had accepteble manners snd were almost European.
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had no contacts with Kusaians; neifher during the war or before

E

opindony courtehip and merriage betwesn fussians and Hungerians wes
out of the quastion. There mgy have been some talk of marriages or
in 19

t

The Russian officerw could be seen more often than the men who wers mostly
I do not ¥now of any cases of friendship ar

Russlan officers. Frobably, same of

Hungarimn Yemmuniets. They must have
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do not know anything of the views of the “ussisn officers cr man. on

otimm, Russia, H or the thungarian peonle. JYey/Vdd/dbldtddd
#}Mﬂﬂﬂfﬁ%ﬁ# If they had cpinicns vhich differed from
the official Party line, I do not think they were sble ¥ or dared mxpress them.
Concerning Hungerisns, they called everyone Tovarich, but whet their true
opinions of Hungarims woare, I do not know.

I can glve you no first hend account of the conduct of the Hussians during
the revolutiom, but I/ mlm;:nrmiam];hmdmhema{.
But it is certain thet they have always been ard will remain our foes. Wow
they have again shown their true selwes. to us.

Vo runmrs to the effect that officers, Russian officers, also Joined the
revolution, There may haewve been some soldlers who did, but I do not lmow
of differance in the condust of the Hussians according to their rank or

egas It is true thet the first Russisns, the cnes who wears in Hungary at
the time of the outbresk of the Uctcber revolution, were Europeans in appear-
ence and acted bettars The sscond batch of Russdens appeared to be Aslatics,

I do not, know of any cases mysel? where Scviet soldiers helped Hungarians.

Cr shere Soviet soldlere refused to abey thelr sureriocrsy deserted or fought
sgainst the AVO or against esch other. I heve already told you whet I, myself,
experienced: the two Russiens who were gusrded so cloeely at the
rallway station. I belleve that they were deserters.

E. In general,; the buresaucrats and govermment and Party officlals were
always overwhelmed by thelr own sense of importance. Thay spoke with everyons

using & very haughty attituds, Thy m de evoryone feel that the FParty is

I had very little contact with trade unmioncfficiale. Thegy sere of no great
importance, mostly thay were purpets whe did only what the Farty told them.
Ameng the trads inion officials, I knew of only one man, a trads union trustes
who was an engineer in our powar plant. He was a very nice man and sltruistie.




3-M b/

vho always was ccncerned pifl with the welfare of tha othars.

The ex<Party sacretery of our power plamt worked beside te, but I do not know
very much about him. He was deposed ff becsuse he, sllegedly, did not work
enough. to satlisfy the Party. I bave elready told you how worried hes was when
the revolution broke out and how herd he triad to mks himself appar as a
deceant man, but on the other hend, he threateped retelictions sgainst those
workers who toare down the red ster above the entrance of the »ower plant.

In general, the Farty secretary wee alweys a person who ruthlke ssly followed
the Perty line snd cayried out his instructions to the Jtter. This was in
his own interest. He received vary good my from the Party snd he cen thank
the Party for his present étandard of living.

At every place where 1 wrkad, I wvas alwy 8 in difficuliy with the Party

secretaries. They Lidddil/d¢ pushed me arownd siving me the wrst assigments

they could pessibly think cof. I never lasted more then four or five momths

in one place. This was because of my background and class origin, My -
reparts even objected to the fact that I am of 2 contemplative mtm%

no Party secretery or government officisl who opposed the Partyline in the

interest of the people. The trads wilon trustes whom I mentioned was the only ,
person who was interssted in the welfare of his fellow workers.

on of the FALALIY#d Comunist so-called self-criticism is 2 very

poor anee. (Unly the ctiriciem of those perscne is scospted who are
Commmists and if they exercise criticiem in connection with thelr work
they are placed on 2 black liet and the oriticlem of a persen on a blck

Iist is not worth anything.

Fe In my ocpinion, a Party membership card meant A/f¥ddi/déddl thegreatest
prll in Commumnist Hungary. The circumventieon of govermment regulations and
lawe was vary dangerous. I co not know chbout corruption in government or

in the Party, but probably there was.

Those people wno only pretendsd to be Commmists sometinmes helped & person,
but I had bad luck) I never encountered such a mn.

0. In general, it cannot be sald of the Party and govermment officlals
that they are intelligent or that they sre smrt. I think that thel werd
erafty would suit them and descrive them better. “he stindard by which ther
were maasured wes how well they could trick #ld/fdl¥lf ihe peoples

This dl applies to the AVO of ficers.
Concerning the ermy officers, militery knowkedge was of eecondary importance

becauss thay were not independent commanders &t all. Each cammander had bo-
side him an expert, a Russian. The liussian experts are reeded in the Hungarian
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army bacause ths officars themselves ero not »orth much.

My opinion of tha Bussisn officers is based on thelr rols in World Ver Il.
Then it was evident that they are not peniuses or the strategists that they
are now said to be.

Concerning the bweaucfats, my oplnion of them is that they k= ck ca ca
and are very badly trained. Mest of thegl/¥ new bureancrats Jilgy/
attended only short traning courses and their entires qualification

is based upon such courses.



XIII. ASSESSMENT OF FUTURE FROSPECTS FOR HUNGARY

As In my opinion, the situation in Hungary depends entirely on the courss
of imternational politics. It will depend mostly ¢n what idnd of pressure the
N0 mnd the Western nations can bring to besr upon the Fusslane and thelr
satellites. What if the UN comtinues to act as it did uwp ti1 now» L do not
think there is much hope far a change.

I sincerely hope that Kadar will not follow entirvely the old Rakosi line.
He will stop scmeshiers between Std@imlsm and Titolsm. Vithout ld from the
West and as lomg as Ruseisn soldiers are stationed in Hungary, Hungary will
remain Commmist.

The conduct of the West during and after the revolution was a souwrce of grast
disappointment to even tha most revolutiomsry elaments. The West did not

help 2t all except by glving medicel supplies, food supplies to the W¥fifedd
refugees and to Hungary and by accepting them as immigrents. Only a joint
over-all action pimerily egsinst the Scd#det Union can save Hungary. Isolated

and alone, Hungary by itsell cen do nothing espacially when it gets no
assl stance.

From reports I read in Hungary sbout conditioms in Peland, I do not have &
complete plcture of the situstion there. Neverthslsss, if it were s cholce,
I think that & Pelich revolution would be the lesser of two evils.

I suspect that some kind of & revolutionsry ourbresk can be expected far
Merch 15. The Hungarisn nationsl holidey, the anniversary of the 1848 revol=
ution, but I do not think that a new revelution, the kind that can be expected,
c&n bring any results. It will result only in a lot of blood-shed. and Wil
wwuhamwmnftarrmmthapm‘tofthasmrrmt.mwammwlﬂ
should do samsthing to help.

I think a war between the USSR and the United States is very prcbeble. I do nob
desire, but I fesr it iea unsvoldsble . Everybody is more or less afreld of the
ogen bemb and its effects. The later it takes place, the more cmpgerous
it will probably be. It is very hard to predict when £ such a yar will
break outs but I think it cannot be svwidad, I have very littls hope that the
Hussien studsnte i 11 cause a revolution of their own &t home. I think it
would have bean much wlser to stage & war gainst the Soviet Unlon at the time
when, eccarding to General MacArthur, the Scviet Umion otill did not have the
lydrogen batb.

I think thet Rusd an fareign poldey is very riasly, but cheyere willing te take
risks. They probably know how far they ean go. I think that pressure fromthe
Western world, either through the W or otherwles, would have very littls affect.




3 L1/

They e abls to trick and out~wit everyona.

I have jeard very little about internal strife in the Scviet leadership and
I do not expoct & change in the Scviet Uniom itsalf. The texror is too great.

B. During the past 8§ years, the futwre I outlook for Hungary seemed very
dsrk and gloomy. Withthe incresse of dictatorship end oppression, thers was
not much chance of expecting amy change. Howaver, we dlvays hoped that the UN
would do something. This was not only my opinin, but also the opinion, of
otharss

In 1952, the Sgabad Nep printed & full asccount of Eisenhower's speech. | Ve
sttachad much hope to it and alsoc to the meeting in Bermmdas

The hopes of & person alweys cdepended on the mood he was in, but, in gemevel,
the homs showed a declining tendency in time.

C. One does not 1like to think about such things as a hydrogen bomby &
but one can pever know in advance shat the hydropen bobn is really like.
Tt must be terribls, It would be & good idea %o impress upom the Kussian
people that time is running short.
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XIV. SOCIAL AND POLITICAL AND SCONEMIC IDEOLOGY

As (Notet This question was not asked of respondent as, in my copy, it
was earmarked to be left out.)

Bs Concerning the future econamy of en indspendent Hungary, I think it would be
ideal to restore free enterpriss. Co-operatives could exist, but only on

the basl s of voluntary menbership. Econamic 1ife should not be regulsthd by the
government. The further expansion of hesvy industry should cease. ihe main
enphasis should be pliced on agricultwre.

Allegedly, owr wanium deposits are vast. For uranium, we coukd pget mmy-
thing that we wanted. In my opinion, the ¢¢ economic disaster of Hun-
gery was ceused by the forced expmmsion of the heavy industry. The industridl -
ization of Hungary should procsed only so far as the exlsting resources ermit.

If the Commumlst regime were overthrown, in my cpinicn, the large enterw
prises such a5 coal mines; ircn and steel works, banks, etc. should remsin
in the hands of the govermment, The amsll enterprisss should be restored to
private owners. It would be necessary te grant govermment support to the

8 mall industry snd to the amall trade.

In an independent Hungary, the present govermment farms and farm co-operstives
should be divided smong the peasants. I do not think thore should be 2 mag-
dmum 1imit set to the amownt of land that any one person or family my ownls
In m independant Hungary, private owmership should be fully restorad and
recogniced with no restrictions.

¥y mewer to your quastion concerming the cliclce betweer a totalitarian
government inswring a fair standard of living and & free government insuring
politieal freedom, but unable to provide work is the followingt naither
alternative is acceptabls, Lut if there is freedom, thern one should be abla
to make a living. On the other hand, if there is a dictetorship, then life
isn't worth living.

In an independant Hungary, it would not be necessamry to out~law the Cammimist
Party. As soon aa tho Soviet Bolshevist threat had ceased, the Uommondst
Party in Hungary will heve no members.

Cs Concerning the ideal political position for Aungary, it is my ooinion,
that, long as Russian “ommmiem is not finally liquidsted, Hungary should
not remain neutral. Hungary should have a military alliance with tha
West, the same as VWestern Cermany. Hungary's relations with the Soviet Uniom
should be the same as that of the Yestern netions. This appliee slso to the
other Communist govermments of Gastern Burop , but it is my epinien. that if
by some miraecle, Hungsry becams independent, the other satellite coumtriss of
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Eastern Ewrope would slso over-throw Commundsm.

Cloge cultural, economlic and military ties with the United “tmtes and the other
Western countries would be very desirsble for Hungary.

Thare has been talt} of a fedsration of Damibisn states f or over a hundred
yoars. Kossuth made public a plan for such a fedaratlion over a hundred years
2go. Recently, thare had been again talk sbout such & federatiom, but how it
was plamad; I do not lmow exactly. I think thet the Soviets went to accamplish
such a federstion, but it would be & Commumist cne.

Holdddr Howewvery, if & federation of free Danubian countriss could be formad,
econamically, it would be 2 gound unit. It wuld be also of militery
importance apelnst the Soviet Uniom.

I would include =11 countriss which want to join, es long ns Hussia is not
init.

In Hungary, the opinions of pecple on this question ares varied; but I think
that most people share my views.

I do not consider Hungary's #fdd rpresent boundaries scoeptable. I should like
to see dll the territories re-annexed to Humgary which had been tajjen mwey Lfrom
her aftar VWorld Wer I. I think thet some internstional body or an internalonsl
confarence should attempt to seek a just solution to this question, something
like in the Sear district. ‘he minority in the neighbor countries should de-
cdde whether they wamt to stay of be re~annexwed to Hungery, but ths farced
re-sattlement and re-patriation of Hungarians, especlally fram Slovakia, should
also be tekan into conslidarution.

{hie whole question ie of considersble impartence.
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XV. THE FORMATION OF PUBLIC JOFPINION

A, Vnile in Yumgary, I heard sbout Kruschev's speech et the 20th Party
Congress,; but I know very littls about it. I know sbout it frem

radio broadcasts. The reports and speeches of the Congress were
and I, too, hed to buy a papar=backsd copy of it, but I do not know vhat
was in the pepart. Hobody ever read such things.

I read about Senator MeCarthy and the House un®Americar Acitivities Committes
in the Hungariem pepers, He was the man who hatsd most the Bolshevists. He
opposed thepolicy of appeasement and demandad the immedlate liquidation of
Commundsm. He must be & very active and brave man.

I do not know much &iout Peron. Iknwth&thumadiﬁtatwﬁnﬁmﬁh

America, Probably in Argentina. I heard dout him only in the Pungarim radio .
Vie did not kmow much sbout Rakosi's private 1lifs. I knew he was in con-
stant fear of his 1lifs and was alyays very clossly guardsd. gay that

Rakosl was afraif of apparing in public, for example, to deliver a speach
and it took him s conmldarable effort to conguar this fear.

Bx Befare the war, my father ‘subseribed to the Pesti Hirlab. During the war,
he also subscribed to the Magyar { Elat. After the war, my father subscribed
to the Igazsas Kis U)sag. Later, he also ran the Sgabad Fold and at the end
when it wes compulsory, he also subsprdbed to the Sgebed lep:

I myself in the first years after the war, bought & newspaper, but no
Commmist peper. Later, I too, wes compelled to subscribe to the Szabad Nap.

Goncarning books and novels, dwing the ten years of ‘*‘ﬂfmmmimi I #d not
read more Communist books than you can count on ons hand, but I was ¢ompelled
to read these.

In peneral, psople read more after the war. 1_Im-t. Hf was the cheapest
past=itime availahle. '

1 lmew many people who had the patdence to read the translsted Russien

novels. hey were published in large numbers and could be obtaned very cheap.
After five or six Rusalans translsted books, you could get one or two Hungarim
bﬂ'lﬂ; classicsa.

The bourgecis books of the Horti rezime wers thrown out from the Hungarim
ibrarles, but mmy pacople had such books &€ homs l though it was not advisable
to be seen owming such a book. From such signs; the Commmists ware inclined
to draw their own conclusionss
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At ons time, L was in charge of the library in the Mffff hame for young
workers. The library had about 1,200 books. Of these, 300 volumes were strictly
on political nﬂ::llctf. About half of the remaining 900 books were nevels

by £ writers. ‘he great majority of these writers were Hussian or Soviet
writers. rest were Bohemisns, Poles, ‘“umanians, etc. In 1956, sgme plays
by Shakespeare were published. Until then, you could not get thep. There

were very few Western books; most of them were WEstern classlcss

The same probsbly applies to all school libreries.

I think that ths peaﬁmtnnldm than before. They read smything they could |
put iy hande on. “he reading habits of the intellipeatsia did not change.
mch. read the novels and booles published in the previous reglme wiich
they could get from ome another.

I never trusted the 'ungarian Comunist newspapers campletely. I lmew thet
they were the mouth-pisces of the Hungarien Communist Party, but I was elways
interested in what could be read in betwesn the lines end vhat conclusions
could be drasm from the articles published ih the newspapers.

I had a radio only since February, 1956.

ctatdstics and articlas on industrizl development did not interest me much.
The figures quoted there were always in per centages. That was & precauvtion
because the Cammunists sald that the enemies are alsomading our nowspaperss

Neditter I nor my friends read periodicals or books published in hussizn a in
othar irop-curtzin country languages. Such publications were cbtainkble at the
stands of the government news companye. This also refers to Yugeslav publications.
Western publications were not obtalnable and L lmow nothing ebout illsgal pubws
lications published in the lest.

I once say en illepal lsaflet dropped probebly by plane ar bglloen #f An
industrial spprentice showed it to me. Pegrettebly, it was written in Bohamian
and I ecould not under stand it.

I heard that many such leaflets were belng dropped by balloen and planes,
but I did not see any peramally. I do not low anythinz & out other 11legal
publicetions ar 11lagal books.

Co We always discussed politics among friends, at home and ameng persons
of the same pantality as weo were. e glways exchanged the news that we heard.

The foreign radio broadcasts, thet is the Huhgarian broedcasts of the foreign
redio were the most reliable source of informstion. We slweys discussed among
ourselvas what each ona of us had heard. The informaticr we received by word of
mouth from friends wae deemed relisble. I, too, passed cn information and news
that I heard, but alweys with caution and only to persons whom I felt I could
trusts
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D. Ve had to be very cereful when disucssing pclitics for exchanging news.

He elwgys loocksd eround to zes if anyone susplcelous wes around. Ve never talled
gbout naws or politice over the telaphone, bacause sveryone lmew that tha
telephone comversations were bedng taped. Ve daveloped & certd n sixth sense,
¥ by which we could tell shom we could trust and whosi we could not.

Fe 1 saw very menmy films, but dd not have ths opportwidty to go often to the
theatre. ‘hestre tickets were more expensive. I saw plays, perhaps once evary
&lx months ar once in a year.

The two films which I liked most were a British film, "The Cruvel Ssa" and
8 French [idm of the life of Berpadetta.

It is very difficult to eay which plays I liked best, even the Hungarisn
national pleys were full of oropeganda end what was not good forthe regime
wis oensored from the plgys. During the past ten yesrs, T was not more than
8 er 10 times in a theoatre.
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XVI. EVENTS QUTSIDE HUNGARY

A It would be excellent if a political change would take place inside Hussia,
but I do not belisve that ons i 1ll. Russia has had a2 strong and cruel dictater-
ship and oprression AfYéd for O years. ‘here was sa

but this I consider insignificant. On the other hund I do not Enow how much news
lgaks into Hussia from the Vest.

I do not know enything & out the liberization in Fuesis. At one #Md time, the
regime did make certain soncessions, but ¥ff these were withdrawm. Kruschev's
pelicy of appessement wanted to remedy only the so-celled "extremes" of the
Stalin regime, but now they are golng back to the old ffglin lins.

In my opinion, & revolution in Hussias is very unlikely.

p

If free elections were held in Russia end the Russian yeople reslly believed
thet they had nothing to fear, tha result; in my opinicon, would be very sur-
prising, It wuld mam the end of Bolsheviemand it would never return. However,
I do not think that in such & case, aydght-wing goverment would be farmed in
Rusd a. Probably, thelr gevernment would be sonathing lile the Soclal-Demo-
crat government of England at one time, This would be because the Husslsns hawve
become used to the idea of the leadarship of the industrial fbfiddd workers
in politics.

The top leadars of the Hussian Communist Party are probably the tyme of people
whom the Camminists deem as ideszl,

Very likely, there mey be a difference between the Hungerim and theSoviet
Communist leaders. The Hungarlans do not have as much experisnce ss the Husd an
Conmundist ¥ aders have. They are blackpuarcds and are even more ruthless than
their Soviet mesters. The rank and fils, however, of the Conmuist Party cone
sists of the same types of people in Hungary as in the “ovist Unlon or amywhare
else where Commnisn exists.

Friendly relations could exist between Hungery snd Hustia, only when and if
Communian is entirely wiped out ind both nations are free.

Be. Among the countries listed, Poland and Eastern Germany are the most sym-
pathetic in Hungary. There is not much difference smong the other three. How-
ever, it must be admitted that econcmically, Czechoslovelda is far more davel-
oped than the othar two.

If free elections ware held in the Irom Cuwrteln countries, it would result
unquestionebly in the dafest of Commmism.
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In my oplmion, the standard gf living is highesl in Czechoslovalda and

Hungery or Eastern Uermany. standard of living is the lowest in Fmmenia anc
Bulgaria. '

Cs While still in Hungery, I wes informed of the situstion in Poland thru the
HEungarian & and the foreign radio broadcasts. It seemed to me that the
Comulka government in Poland is not as red os the previous govern—
ments were.

What the future outlooks are for the Comulka govermment are, I think Gemulks
himself, does not lmow. Comullm wmust be mn interesting person and no doubi,

he did make concessions. Whether he can bedfsld compmed with Imre Nagy, o nol,
1 do not know. I think, hed he been in the same positirn as Imre Hagy, he would
have acted likewlise.

I think that Gomulka's future is vary unoertain. As long as he follows the
nationalist he will be popular ih Polsd. Should he try to turn back to
the old P yathen he will lose his popularity.

I do pot think there was any freedom of exyression in Poland bafore Gomilla.
I do not WY think thare is sush freedom even today.

We heard sbout the Posnan trial,in Hungary. The Hungarim # newepapars wrote
dout it and we #Y aleo heard = out them in the forsign broudeasts. The gist
of the Posmen trisl was that the workers in Fpland toolr up arms in thélr em-
bitterment against the consitions in Poland. his riob was squashed by lMoscow
methods. Jhe leaders and the participants in the riots were sentanced by the
courts. Probsbly most of them got 1ife in priscn o long terms, It is dlso poss-
ible that the le adars of thls riot were hanged. Ve beesrd thpt many woxler s

hed been arrested in Poland and hanged.

New efter the revolutiem, it seems that a Polish -1like g solution would
have been & better cne. Several Inmdred thousnad Hungmiims, the most wvi uvable
ones, had to leave the country. lamy tems of thousands of even more valuable
petriote, had te die in the revolution. How many Hungaiiens will becoms the
victims of reteliaticns and revenge, it is hard to sgy. And it is very rightly
that gy meny thousemds of Hungarians will be deported to Siberien and “hina.

Taldng 811 these facts into considerstion, and probebly now after the revelution
cne cen say that the Pelish sclution would have been a better one. Bub the de-
cigions had to be mads in the first days of the revolution and &t that tims,

owr wey seemed to be the batter mme.

D. In my opinion, Yugoslavia and Tito do have influence on Eastern fawope.
I am mnabls to form a definite opdrion sbout the Marshil Tito. He must be &
talented men. Netiocanl Yommuniem, I think, is much btetier then the HRussian
form of “ommundism. “hould Hungary beceme free snd independent, it would be
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easier and better to maintadn close relations with Tito, than with the
Soviet Uniom.

In genaral, there is a different view on Tite in the satellibe countries than in
the “oviet Union.

In the satellite countries, peopls gre inclined to regard Tito snd his brand

ufnaﬂmﬂ“mnnﬂ.muthaidaﬂuh*uhin the most that can be accamplished

undar the present Soviet oppwression. “his would be a great achievemmt compared
th what was and what is now in the sat 1lite countries.

wil
in the Sovia. Uniom, they look upon Tito with concern. They regsrd hmzs a
threat to Stalinistic “ommunism,

Tito may be a brave man or he msy be an imposter or a mizture of both. It ssens
that he 1s not certain about hia position. “hen he saw taat the Himgerian re-
volution may threaten hds own position ineide Yugoslavia, he turned agalnst us.

Tito, in a certain sense, is popular in Yugoslavia today. He has soquired for
fugoslavia a certain degree of independsnce and better economic conditicns.
He does not show a tendency to return to the Stelinst line, but I think, that
the Yugoelave conslder Tito only as a temparary eolutdons are robdly
satlafied with the economic aid which lito soquired for iis country from the
West. Thie, naturelly, m ans better living conditions in Tugoslsavia,

hmmmmm: Commund st leaders were tre ned in the “oviet Unionm.
/¥ They were sent hame to undermine the Chiung Kai Chek govermment end
to win control over “hina. At that time, China wes weakessd by the Ghina=Jop-
anese vwaro The Conmunists leadars got, from Moscow, dll the military and econamic
aid that they needed to overthrow Chiang Kai Chek,

There is some talk about China being more independemt thin the other Sovist
satellites, but I do not Imow whether this iz truve. For example, Chou En Led

wad not rermitted to show even as much sympathy as Tito did fer the Hungarian re-
'Fﬁluﬁ.m.

Probably, the “hinese Vemmunist leaders, = the Communist leadsrs everywhere,
would like to acquire independence to a certain extent. This would m=a greater
pomuldarity for them at home.

I think that India mis-trusts Britdn and the other Westorn countries. This con
be atiributed to historie reasons.

The situation in Egypt and the Sue, Zous is = complex onc. Mmy events have teken
place there during the past & years.
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‘I think that the re-invasion of Suez dlid have an effect on the
Hunaa tian revolution, The Western countries were more concerned
with the Near £ast olil than with Hungary.

F. Since the end of world War II, Western Germnay has undergone a
greqt economic development. I think that the Western German stand=-
ard of living is one of the highest in Europe tudai. It probably 1s
as good as the standard of tiving in Denmark or Holland or any of
the other countries,

There are Social-Democrats in Western German., Ad¢ Olenauer is their
leader. He leads the oppostion, It 1s a strong party and has great
influence on the government. Theye may be diferences between the
Social-Democrats and the govemment concerning domestic policy, but
P¥g4f their stand on foreign events and foreign policy 1s the same.

I do not think that in the bhear future, V'estern Gexmany will start
another war unless it will be 2 war against the oviet Und@on, but
tiis may cause the outbeeak of the third world waf, I think that
Germany will be the first ons to strike out at the lussians.

The answer to the wuestion on wWest Germany re-armament 1is "Yes" and
"No". THE/AdSifert/ b2/ Xhé/MFXP The re-zrmament of German troops

for NATO has always been delayed, Talks among the Western allies
concerning the re-armament have been golng on for the past two or thrase
years. But under the influence of the Hungarian events, Adenauer

and his government hwve realized that the re-armamnet of Wes¥ germany
cannot be postponed anw longer, What happned in the question of re-
armament since that time, I do not know.

I do not think that the West German armI is better than the British
army. The Germans are probaly better so diers than the French, but
the French have incresed their armed forces because of the troubles

in the colonles

I think that the length of military service in Germany is about
one and a half or two years. 1 remember that the S5zabad Nep complalned

that that milltary service was being increased from one year to more.

I think that the Gemman ocupation, as compared to the Russlian
occupation of Hungary, was the lesser of two evils. The Germans
did not cuase so much damage as the Russians did. They were well
disciplined, The bridges that were bombed by the Germans cap be re-
buklt, but the conduct of the Ressian troops in Hungazy in 1945

¥£éé ggwfnmﬂthing that will be remembersd even in a thousand years

G/ 1 do not know much about the British Labor Party, I know that
:E;%Eiéﬁ Eugggeanf és ié Gaitgkill and he is now its leader. I know

e Br sh Labor Part s not Comminst., It ¢ b des-
as a Social~Democratic part;. Wh.be digianisd dos
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I think that the stabdard of living is highest in Great Britain.
After that wvomes Western Germany, then Italy, Greece, Egypt and

the Soviet Union, It is difficult to differentiate between Egypt
and the Soviet Union, Social and econcmic conditiens are different.
Neveértheless, I would prefer to live in Calro then in the Soviet
Union, in Moscow., However, 1 do think that there is not much diff-
erence between Nasser, Gero, Gomulka or Tita.

H, What impressed me most on my arrival in the United States was
the high standard of living,

The US government had taken mere cognizance of the events in Hun~
gary, but compared to its § international prestige as & great power
it has done comparatlively very little. I think that events in Hungary
took the US government entirer unaware, Or perhaps, the government
consodered the Suez fgA avents even more impoitant. Both
these crises g£/{KE /4 bore the threat of an atomic war,
but the sooner Communism is liquidated, ths better, In the case of
Hungary, the US should not have hesitated, It should have taken such
a firm stand as it is now taking in the fidd)¥ Ezst. problems.

near
It is interesting that the US is willing to curb Soviet expansion
in the near-cast, but it was not willing to do so in Hungary. If
the American government wants to weit for Communism to collapse by
itself, US aid to Hungary to establish its independence would have
helped to weaken the Soviet structure,

I think that the US shoilld continue to give economic ald and relief
to the satellite countries of castern curopa, VWhether the US should
maintain diplomatic relations with the Kadar regime, I do not kinow,
but even if it severes diplomatic relations with Hungary, 1t should
continue relief work for the Hungarian people.

“ince my stay in the US, my oplnion on American foreign policy has
changed. I have noticed a series of blunders ?ammittad by State

Secretary bulles. Amarica does not want war. *his is something that |
the Soviets are glad to hear. If America really does not 3want war,
it would be moch better poli not to make its intentlons Eublic,
During the cold war, the Russlians behaved themselves much better
than they do now because they feared the West,

Yes, I do think that Eeupla in Hungary would like to see Western
visitors and especially visitors from the US. Every family would

be glad to accomodats AW'd two or three American soldiers. There is
not much nead for A trade union and nawspaper officials to go there.
But, as long as the present conditions in Hungarv continue, there
will not be much chance of \estern visitors coming lnto the country.
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Hungary refused to let even the UNO observers come into the country.

Yes, I think that the people in Hungary would like to recelve books
and fuhlicatlnns from the West, but there is not much chanve of
supplying them with these, Just before the revolution, negotiations
were going on between the American film companies and the Hungarian
government to let in more American films, but &s I understabd, these
discussions lead to no result,

AS THERE IS NO CHANC.. OF wWestern visitors ;guing into Hungary, the
question concerning exiles and information to visitors 1is of no
practical value,

The purpose of the-Marshall plan and Marshall Plan Ald was to
curb expansion of Communism, It is something that everyone knows
mainly Communism fhrives in poverty.

The US got involved in the Korean \lar because the Russians wanted to
occupy strategicly important positions on the Pacific coast and also
the same kind of "war of liberatlion" could be expected at that

time in Korea as the ones in China and Vietnam. But in my opiniecn,
the situation in Hungary during the revolutlon was just as important
as the situation in Korea at that time.

I, During my stay in New York, I had the apﬂnrtunity tod see

several bums and people who were ill-clad. These people were probably
the cause of their own plight. As I see the situation here in New
York and in the US, everyone who wants to, can get &head. I was

very surprised to see that the samll families live in virtual lux-
ury.,

I do no think there is a very great difference between the standard
of living of the middle class and of the rich people. Probably the
rich spend more for amusement and for recreation,

1 realize that the trade unions in the US are very powerful. They
are able to do much for their members. “ollective bargaining has
undoubtddly great advantages. . My opinion of khe American trade
Unions is the same today as it was in Hungary,

1 think that the members of the trade unicns are in great majority
not “ommunists. But we have heard that the Communists are inclined

to infiltrate such key positlons as trade union posts. In my opinion,
it is not necessary to curb the power of the trade unlions.

There was much more talk about American gangsters in the Hungarian
newspapers than thers 1s hers,
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I do not know how American universities and schools of higher edu -
cation compare to their kind in cdrope. I have heard that European
schools were better, but I hope to be able to find out for myself.

As 1 see it, Amerlcans do have much spame time. They enjoy themselves
on Saturday and rest on Sunday,

J. *‘he prestige of the UN is rapidly declining., This is evident now
in the Suez crisis. It is the US govemnment and not the UN that is
making order in the near-ctast,

During the Hungarian revolution, the UN organlization acted too slow=
ly and it had too much red tape to untahgle, The UN will have an
opportunity to do something for Hungary after the Hungarian fact-
finding committed hands in its report. But bhis is something which
is %uing very slowly. It will require about twe or three months,

In that time, the Hungarian revnlut}ﬂn will be completely forgotien.
And the whole thing wgll go stale, “his is something which the
Russians know and rely upon,
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XVII. KNOWLEDGE OF AND ATTITUDES TOWARDS SELECTSED PcRSONALITIES

A. It is very difficult to say who, today, is the greatest living
Hungarian. #robably, Cardinal Mindsebtiy.

B, I cannot form a definite opinion of Imre Nagy. There are so many
contradictory things being siad about him/

Cardinal Mindsenty is one of the greatest figures in the history of=
the church and of the country. He has great moral prestige. Howmuch
of a politician he is, I do not know,

Laszlo Richt, he has been hanged and he deserved it. Erno Gero, I
hope that I can say this, too, about Gero in the near future. He is
nét one bit different than Richt, or Hakosli.

Janos Kadar is the same ds the other Communist leaders, only his name
is different.

President Eisenhower is one of the greatest figures in worid peli-~
tics today, Zveryone attachs much hope to his decisions. For myself,
I hope that he will hope the same courage against Communism as he
showed against the lNazis in the Vorld Wax.

Hammerschield is an excellent official of the UN,

I had much more regard for State Sexretary Dulles at home than L
do here. The wey the Buez crlsis had been conducted is not another

advantage to him,

Prime Minister Eden was a capable successor to Churchill, I think
British foreign policy is moch better than that of the US. It was a
pity to make iden resign.

President Truman, during his administration, missed all the chances
of curbing Communism. Here in the US, the leading politicians are
inclined to think only about prosperity during their terms in office.
they do not think much about the futurs,

Mikoyan is a great contrast to thas previous questlon. He has his
Gommunist merits and is reliable from the communist point of view,

I think that Nehru is a very cautious poéitician, but he 1s too
gullible as far as Communsts are concerned. Maybe one day, he will

realize his mistakes.
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Gemeral Chiang Kai Chek is maintaining a firm stand on Formesa. If
he gets a chance and assistance, he will be able to maintain order
in entire China. The general upiniuh on Farenz llady at home was
that he was too afraid to take a flrm stand against the Russians.

President Roosevelt restored prosperity to the US, but he committed
very many blunders in hls foreign polkcy. =

Chancellor Adenauer is one of the greatest politicians of today.

#hat 1s the use of asking my opinion about Stalin when I expressed
my views on him many times before?

Malenkov is a worhty pupll of Staliln,
Ggneral franco is a nice guy. |

Peron 1s the leader of the left-wing of the British Labor Party.
I think Bje has been ousted from tha Party.

1 do not know much about Kruschev as a person., [ heard that he
drinks too much.

We have already discussed Marshall Tito.

I do not know exactly in which South American country, Peron was the
dictator.

Molotov is the loudest mouth-piece of the Stalinist pelicy.
Olenauer is a true convinced Social-Yemocrat,

Churchill is one of the greatest persons living today.
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AVIII. ATTITUDES TOWARD EXILES AND EXILE ACTIVITIES

A« After the revolution, the first ones to leave were ths people
who had reason to fear revenge and retaliation by the Communists.
Many people came because of the economic conditions in Hungary.
After the revolution, life in Hungary seemed even more hopeless
than after 1945,

A small per :antaia of the refugees was motivated by a desire for
adventure. “ommunist propaganda did much harm in this way.

Those who stayed did so because they were unwilling to undertake and
risk the uncertainty of starting life anew. Many Eﬁﬁ people wére
unwilling to part with thelr few pssesslons. A person who owned a
small house or a few acres of land would most certainly remain
unless he feared retaliation.

Almost all the people who had 2nough opportunity attempted to do so.
It must not be forgotten that wvery many people tried to get out of
the country, but were unable to dof £ so and returned.

The people in Hunbary are probably glad to _know that those who lefd

the country are now safe from Communists, The{ realize that the
refugees will be able to start a much better 1life than they had in

Hungary.=

The very fact that the frontiers are open and everyone can go out of
the country if he wishs to do so would mean that the situation

at home has changed entirely and there is no need to leave the
country,

In Hungary, I have heard only about the natioanl Hungarian council,
it was formed by Hungarian politiclens who had escaped from Hungary
before the revolution., The head of the councll is Father Bela Varga.
The purpose of the council is to inform the foreign governments and
forelgn public opinion about events in Hungary,

I had heard about the American=-Hungarian Federatlon only after my
arrival here in the US,

I have not heard anything about the other organizations listed.
N elther here not at homw,

Father Bela Varga was one of the leaders of M the Hungarian small
holders party, before the Communists took 1t over. He is very sym-
pathetic. I think that he is popular also, at home,
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Ferenc MNady is Prime Minister of Hungary in 1947, He came away at
that time, I havef alrea y mentioned him,

ur.Tibor ckhard was a promlnent politician at# home, I heardd much
about him from my brother who 1ls five years older than 1 am. My
brother talked very highly of Mr. ekhard. i have heard the name

of Pewedd Auer before, but 1 do not know who he is.

a
I do not know who Imnre Kovacs is.

I saw Mr, Imre Salid at onefof the UNO meetings, but i never heard
of him before,

;ha;lgg_ggxg;*is a Soclal-Democratic leader who was very often |
denounced as a traltor, by the Communists,
I have never heard the name of Laszlo Tolfinger, JifL5 4

MLlgd  1iklos Kale was the Prime Minister of Hungary until
the Germans moved in. “hey wanted to arrest . but he fled to the i
Turkish tmbassy. |

Szoltan Plpar was one of the last Party leaders who could exist
in Hungary. He had to escapa. We had much hope when his Party was
in action.

Istvan Baronkovlics was the leader of the Catholic Paxty. He was
much against Communism.,

Father Kusze Horvat, 1 do not know, i never heard his name
before,

Nelther have I heard of Bela Favlan, General 3zzko, or Ferenc
Farkas,

Otto Hapsburg is the pretender to the Austro-Hungarian throne, He
is anti-Communist, of course.

I would like to write my parents at home that Admiral Horty has
died. They would be interested in hearing this, i do not think they
have heard or know about thls.

I do not know duch about the asctivities of the Hungarian exiles who
laft Hungary before the revolution, but i Er&auma that they did
everything they could. If, durding the revolutlon, the Hungarian
exiles did not do enough for Hungary, it was not because they didn't
want to dos o.
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C. There were many people who fled from Hungary after Uorld War II
and later returned. For example, there is the Hungarian actor, Antar
Pager, but i don't think he came home because he wants ot be a
Eumunist. Probably, he was very homesick. and hoped that in thepolicy
of appeasement, they would let him live and work at home,

1 think that ederyone who returned to Hungary from the West, re-
gretted doing so.

In my opinion, the “"come home" program of the Hungarian government
AAf1£4E served only propaganda purposes. In this way, by citing ex-
amples, the Communists wanted to p£€¥ dissuade the people from
leaving the country.

D, i think that the pecple at home know everything about the re-
fugees, where they are &nd how they are livin%t it was posslble

to exchange letters woth the people at hoke, don't think there
{s anything special that they sould know and do not know.

1n my opinion, it is the duty of every honest Hun arian now in exile
to spread the rial facts of tha Hungarian revolutlon and of condi-
tions at home. +t is necessary to keep the attentlon of the rest of
the world focused on Hungary and what is ging on there now, it is
necessary toc explain to the American people and to the rest of

t+he civilized world thatH they should not be afrald of the Russlans
because the fsssians are even more afraid of them. People must

be made to realize that time is playing for the Russians., it is

my opinion, that the people of the US would have done much more

for Hungary than the officlal American government.

Yes, i think i would like to join a political organizatlion of exiles
here in the US. But i know very little about the orbanizations
which exist now, it would be preferable tc have new exiles in such

a political organization, because thesy know bettar the events which
took place durlng the past ten years in Hungary, but it is entirely
indifferent to me if previous, older exiles also would be members of
a political organization,

In the first yearyls after the wer, I fostered much hope in the small
hokders pardey .

i do not know what political Hungarian parties are here in the
exile,

During the revolution, we heard about the activitles of the various
polktical parties in Hungary. i approve their acitivites, but feared
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that many “ommunists infiltrated the parties like in 1945,

it is a stupid qugﬂtinn to ask showld the previous Hungarian exiles
have returned to "ungary during the revolution.

it 1s stupid to ask should the previous poditical esdiles have
returned to Hungary to participate in the new parties. Anyone who
knows what the situatlon was before and durlng the revo,ution
knows that the return of these ﬁixlﬂlﬁixfﬁillii politicians
would have besen impossible,

E. When I left Huncarym I made up my mind never to return, only
maybe, perhaps, once, for a visit, I hope that I will be able to bring
my parents over here to live with mr.

I think I will want my children to learn Hungarian here in the US,
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XIX, AUDIENCE REACTION TO RADIO AND LEAFLETS

A. I listened regularly to the Hungarian broadcasts of Radioc Free
Europe, the Voice of America, the BBC, the Turkish Radio and the
Raddo Paris. Receptlion varied accordng to the tome of day and

to the weather. 1t is 8 stupld question te ask whether or not these
stations or programs were jammed. All of the stations were jammed
Equaily. i listened only to the Hungarian broadcasts of these
stations.

i consider the broadsast of the BBC and of the Volce of America,
;ore FeAXL oreliable. i prefer to listen to these brdadcasts, but
very often, i listened to the others as well. We discussed the radio
broadcasts, but only among reliable friends or én the family.

i was sble to buy a radio only in the spring of 1956. Up to then, i
often went to listen to a radio at the house of some friends. After
that i1 listened regularly on my own radie. Very often, other friends
would drop in and listen to my radio, but they had to bes very reliable
friends and we had

i did hear about the llestern broadcasts from other people, but these
X/ nd/k6/6¢/ too, had to be reliable persons. it was very dan-
gerous to talk about or to listen to foreign hroadcasts. if one was
Hﬁught, the comsequences Wi were very serious, A The least one
could Efﬂﬂﬂt was to be thrown out of his job and ousted from the
Party. e fear of being vaught or informed upon deterred many people
from listening to foreign radlio broddcasts or talking about them,

it is intnrestinﬁ to note that during the revolution noone cared
about being caught listening to foreign broadcasts. Every one lis-
tened to the Hungarian programs of the foreign radios, without fear,
People openly told each other what they heard ovaer the radio when
they met on the street.

in my opinion, the Hungarian prograns of the BBC, the Volce of Amer-
ica and of the Free Europe Radlio had very little Hugarlan home

news, These radios should reslize that ﬂeeple at home know wvery
little about what is happening inside the country. Programs ars very
short and very brief. it would be better if thes2a radios would not
repeat thelr news so many times,.

In my aﬁininn, the broadcasts of the BRC were the most reliable. One
could check the reliability of the news over the radio by subssquent
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events.

I fdd¥ would not dare to say that befere ths revolution, the Hungarian
programs of the foreign radies were entirely unnecessary. MNany people sald that
they were, neverthelass, they still listensd.to these programs.

Durdng the revolution, the acitivities of the foreign radioc stations, especlelly
o Freea Ewrope, were of great importance to the ravolutionists. Ons
mostly on the foreign broadcasts to know what was happening. The
ven by the Radio Free to the leaders of the Hunmgarlan revodution
of immense valus to them, but in many cases, Hadlo Free Euwropa went fwrther
the revolutionists wanted to go. ‘o examples when Cardinal Mindsamty wes
interviewsd and asked whether he wantad to be Prims Minister or not, they should
have lknown that Mindsenty as a Catholic Cardinal cammot accept the post of
Frime Minister.

I listened to the broadcasts of Radic Free Zurope thru the whole revolution. I do
not remember that it offered sssistance specifically aid to the revolutionists.

b
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I do not know whethar Kadic Free “uwrope is a povernment ergeni.ation or a private
enterpries. Whatever it is, it has done what it should have done up til now.

Radlo Free Ewrope should continmue its medical advisary ssrvice over radie. It
would be advisable to broadcast fresh news svery hour instesd of speating previous
broadcasts. It would be batter to give news in more detail, a little ewvery hour.

TRE V6t /oL /il fdd TRadio Free Lyrope should comtinue 1ts present program as it
is now, but so much anti-“ommmnist propaganda is not necessary. Ve there lmow very
well what Commmism is. Farhaps better than peopla in other comtries Jmow.

Bs I have never heard of the initiasls, NEM before.

The twelve demands ware the demands of ths Budapest univereity students witlch
they wanted read over the Fudapest redio et the wvery outbreek of the revelutiom.

Ce I have never seen a Free Burcpe lsaflet A with the exception of the one
Bohamlan one which I've already menticnsed. 1 do speak Boherdan and therefcre did
not understend what it sald.

The Communist pepers complained that the Americans were serding Iaflets over “unsary
ih balloons, I 4 so heard that from frisnde of the axistence of such balloons, but
I never saw one; only the ona which I menticoned dlraady.

The risk in picking up and kseping Free Uurope leaflets iasg&ngem:rfhm the
risk involved in listening to the Foreign Radio broadcasts. “‘his naturally served
to detear people in pleolkdng up or keepdng such lsaflsts, I c¢o not know of any change
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in this during the last ten years.

In my opimion, it is unnecessary to sand such leaflets cver Iron Curtain countries
con » The risk invelved 15 too great and it will get too many people into
trouble. radio is much better sulited for this purpose.

Concerming the contents of thess leaflets, it is quite umecessary to send politi-
cal propaganda in this ways. For examnle, it io entirely unnecessary to convince the
peasant who 18 working in a farm cooparative that life in the farm cooperdive or on
the government state farma ilan't good. He knows much better than the parsen uho wrote
the leaflst.

I have not heard of any Free Europs leaflets being dropped in Hungeyy dwring the
revoluticn.

D. The motives of the Yestern groups are secondary in importance. The main thing is
what is dome should be done well,
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XX. CHILD REARING AND DISCIFLINE

A« The most important things thet children should bte tavght are the proper moral
codas self discipline and respect for others.

Diecipline is very important for the children andyef course; in this, the use of
physlcel pundshment 45 soretimes necessory, but the most vitsl thing 1s that the
parentz vho punish the children should themselves be intelligemt. ‘here should be no
difference in the treatment of boys and girls. How the tregiment of children should
change &3 they prow older is & very complex question and I do not wlsh to discuas
it now.

My perents wers very strict with me &and I wes very often punished. But this is
sorathing which I do not like to think ebout now.

lhen 1 want to the gymnasiwm, I lived in the homs of the Protestant students.
Striet discipline was maintd ned there. For example, I wes 15 years old when I
wes slspped far belng imperitinent to one of the supervisors.

In the same students’ home, &n 18 year old boy was bestern by the director for being
extremsly nasty. He was rolliéng empty shos polish bexes down the steps just to
annoy one of the supervisoras. He weas extremely impertinert to the director, This
heppenad in 1947. During the Communists' regims, the ¥éyfd use of physical
punishment was abolished in schools ano student homes.

In the case of children ovar § years old, physicsl punishment to the girls would
be admindlstered mostly by the mother. Mhysical punishment to the boys could be
admindstered either by the mothar or father or by both.

The punishment of chlldren of S years or older did vary sccording to soclal class.
But in many instances, the pocor peasant educated hie child better then a member of
tre intelligentsia. In generzl, durinpc the last ten years, the Fefd/df/f uece

of corporel punishment daclined, in the oclder age groups. “ince the Communists
aboliched physical punishment in schools and student hoemes, its use eleo daclinad
&t home in all epge groups. As 2 consequence, a faother would never admir]ster
plysicel punlshment to & daugnter. Teen-sge boys also recelynd less vhysical pumleh-
ment and the apge limit for physical puniehment dropped in both sexes.

In general, parents #d ¢id not resorl to physical punishment of children unless
there wvas & grest reason to do so.

I think that physical pumlshment for boye ceased between the ames of 0 and 9.
Girle sometimes received physical punishment even beyond thls age, but only from
the mcther.

In the rural Hunrery, punishment in genaral, was sbandoned ot sbout 1L or 15. lhis
nappens sometimes earlier in the citles. But the girls in the villopes were kept
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vary strictly. A glrl who is engaged mnd will be m iried nett week will scmetimes
be slapped by her mother for going out cr not coming home waen it is dirk,

The age limit for punishing children is higher in the cases of children who are
studying. It is lower in the cases of children whe Legln te work and contributas %o
tha suppart of thelr feamlly.

The Commumlsts have sbolithed physlczl punlshment in schools. Their methods of
sducating children is basad on trying to convince them. A pgood description of “emmuni st
mathods can be found in the works of lakarenkoe and Xallmyin.

My frineds must have the same politlcal and moral paints of view that I have. Thay
mugt te compdetely trustworthy and reliable.

Inder Communish, many peopls have lost their best friends. On the other hend, e per-
son met many thru

In general, pecpls sre inclined to be more suspiclous of each othear




