27-M Personality Description 1/2a

Respondent is a short, normally built person with
dark blond k=ir and clesar big, blue eyes., His face
is somewhat thin and his nose just & little bit
longer than the average person's, His hair is long
and 1is kuft in a way that makes him look like

a cheerful journeyman of yesteryear, who doesn't
care much about his appearance, but is likeable,

As he speaks, he appears to be thoughtful,
very independent minded, very unusuaslly relaxed
for a Hungarian and very typically straight forward
for a Hungarian., He 5§aaks willingly and has much
to say. t is apparent that he is an intellectually
very alert person. Suggestlons in questions which
appear contrary to his thinking, make him laugh
rather than angry.

Ungquestionably he is a2 great dreamer and ldealist
aho thinkd much more of the common good than of
himself, It was very hard for him to leave the
country behind for which he would have died if
necessarI.

He 1s disappointed to find so little sincere

interest in and help for the Freedem Fighters in

America; and, above all he is disillusioned because

ﬁ:iaﬂea that the free world is afraid of the Soviest {
on

This interviewer has known him sioce last 1
SeptemberDecember to be a completely honest person
who doesn't mince words, and to be & dedicated person
who believes in the brotherhood of all men. I have |
also known him well to be absolutely unselfish and '
unassuming and kind, and have observed hém that he
has a sense of humor. He has much respect for
human valuss but not much for authorities, All
in all he is just the kind of person that one
}iﬁashgg sae bullding up a democracy with millions
Like him,
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HAJOA SALIENCH AND TAND Wil UP QUESTION.

He thinks that ¢t he most iqpartant thing= that the Americsns should
know satout the svente in Hungary during tha revolution during the
autumn of 1950, are:

From 1948, grava]l milltary, intellectual, politicel and scomosiocal
serror mas developsd by ths Hossians and their s'ooges in Fungary, and
it affected everyom except the henchmsn of the Comunist regime.

This is the reason why practically everyons turnsd againet the rogims
dur ingths Hungarian revelution - although Hungary was ssalesd off from
the West, and the West was painted by the Commniste with very dark
oclors and put in & baud light in every respect, Hungariars knew better.
In fact their curiosity was awakened even more by the Communist sttecks
and they imagined America oven better than it sctuvally is. In America,
pecnls think mostly that ths Hgssian troops were called in by Imre Nagy.
This is a great error becauss the Russianp troope croseed into Hungary
from Zhomy at 1:00 z2em., Oote 24, 1956, and I re Magy war n't even
Premier at that time.

From 1:00 g.m; Uct. 24th Contral suropsan Time, Hussian troops wers
pouring in with practimlly no interruption uotil Nov. 22, at the
very least. Wov. 22, mas the last day when correspondent. had & chance
to raceive firsthand information from the Syiregyhaza amplifiying
station, which was reported to him on a direct line = at that wery
momant, Hussism troops were still crossing into Hungsry thoough Zahomy.
Consaquantly, He also thinkn it is necessary to acd that it was
already on Opt, 2lat, or 22nd when Hussian troops built bridges over
th Tisza at Zahony. "!f those troops had oot coma inoto Hungary®,
mnumnt axplaine, " we would have )Licked them!®, The majority of

the troops gtationed in Hungary were in favor of not fighting againat
the Hunmrim, respondant explains, and when ths Budspest Soviet
troops wore boatan by the Budapest people (although thay Mad no
good weapons; ™ihen the Soviets saw thal the population of Sudapest
ooald licik the Soviet forces stetionsd thare, 1t recopmirzsed that it
neaded tim to pour in wore reinforcemonts than they hgd. This is why
they agread Lo withdrew its troops from Budspest apd pretended that
ita troops whith had bieen statioped for soss tima,cannct be counted on. ,
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CHRONOLOGY OF PEHSONAL SNPHATENQES, AUTIONS, ATTITUDES, AND
EZPSCTATIUNS DUHING THE BEVOLUTICH

Hespondent started telling his etory from October 20th and Zst,
bacause be thinks only the history of those days can explain what

in which he was studying in the evening division. He want to
Eiskunlachars, sbout forty kilo from Budapest, where h2 had severtl
friends in the military unit in which he had served bafore. He found
that a stete of emergonoy was declared. He learmed from them that the
South 2rmy of the Hungarian Adrforce and the Kecslsmet divieion, ware
called upen by the Hungarian mindistry to execute the necsssary steps
which charscterized the state of emergency preparadmness. lis sew officers
daom the unit of Kiskunlachawm, thoss friumds whom he visited in those
days, carrying hand grenades, machine pistols and even maching juns

to thair own homes. His friende told him that the students of Szaged
University bheld & mally on the 2th of Ostober and that {mt rally

whs taken wery seriously by communist headQuartera. According to iz a
gocret order, which came out &m ‘he 20th nnd 21at, those demomatrations
in Szeped amounted %o riots.

"Gn the 21lst, I went to Ppdapest and met there a frisnd who came from |
the eohnical universitys at end he told me that thay held

a meting and thoy issued an order to the governmsnt in which youth
demarded that the points of its proclomation be fulfilled, or at Lsast,
answered by roon of the Z3rd. If the demands of the yuvuths would not

b2 put on the agenda of the Cemtral Farty THe STULENTS %WOULD

00 OUT N0 THE STHLETS T0 DEIONSTRATE. Ky friend told me that thay

knev. vary well that peopls would follow them if they were on the

gtreets demonstrating agsinst the governmsnt. 1 alsc talled to

anolLher aequeintance who was a persusded Communiet. He was an Hungarian-
Russian linguist of ome of the publishing compeniss, and lm bhappeped %o
ks an honest person who gttended the eetings of the Petofi Clrole.

Fhils we talled, I asked him "hat pext?' and he told me that the Potofl
Circles w = the right answer to thess questions, aml that [ should almo
erganize a Peofi Circle dom nesr Hyiregynama. I told him that I had

the fssling that intellectuals could not posaitly rally, Ffhe peasants and

I
|
!
|
|

came later.

On October 20th, respondent was in Puadapest to a’'tend the College

ths workers around thelr smands because, the intellectuala were too far
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ahead in their thinking.- It waa still on the Zlstthat [ left for
liylregybasa. I arrived there on the 22nd and learned that the AVO
distributad erme to the members of the Bweky Sounty Farty Commitioe,
and to members of the County Council. By ths way, all these paople

ware scoundrels. I plse learmed thut at strategically Lmnortant

pointa, like our amplifying stationy, members of the AVD were staticnsd.
They were then available at any time ANy Omergancy arises.

"On the 23rd of October, everyone, practically spaaking,in Nyiregyhaza
e wis listening to the radio and not only to the radio in Sndapast
(which was controlled by the AVO and contirmed even alter the shooting
arourd its building and after the actusl capture of ths building hy
the Freedom Fighterd, but listened alsc to the farelgn newe ptations.
AVO of ficer patrols were patrolling the sireets of Nyiregyhaea, and
peorle told each other that the demonstreiions wess hold in Budapest
érd many telephoned their friends in Budapest to learn the truth.
Yaople learned that, strictly speaking, all pacile in Budapest were
ought on the streets and demomstrating agsinst the govarnment. To
understand ths sericusness of the situaticn, may I mentivn, that the
AVD patrols coneisted of seven AVU of ficers and thay carriad not only
pistols but also sutmachine gans.

"Issue of the Iroialgl Uisag and of the Hetfol Hirlap were sold at

fentastic bleckmarket prices, and 20, 30 and even 50 forinths a pists.

"gs the eventa fell in upon us, ve& listened more and more to talephone
comversations. This is how I learned that the Hungarisn border guard
near iskole held up the incomining Hussian tr ope, until thay were
ordersd from the Miristry of Defense that should let the Kus<ian troona
pasa. The firat Huesizsn tro ps arrived arcond twelve o'clack in
Hyiregyhmza. Peorle in tho streets wa'ched “hem pesning, and wara gravely
ala:ms: by what thay saw. I learned from colleayues st:tioned eluewhera,
&t cther amplifying stations, that the im-coming troope surrounded

the huge weapons' depot at Kirslytelek and they detained the Hungarian
goard of the depot at Xirslytelek. Vs also learnsd +het tha Hussian troops
surrounded the industrisl plants at Teglas, which produced smuniticn and
arms. The Comunint autharities ordered o curfem but peosle dldn't hied
the warnings and they went arcund in the strsets + lking over the evaentn
in great excliensnt.
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"On the 25th, the picture on ths etreets mas tls sams as the previocus
cays IN the nfternoom, a crowd of several hundred people beogan bo

gather on the city square as tanks crogsad over the city sousre om thelr
march to other cities. The crowd could stamd it no longer and in
deaperation over the fact that Hussisn treops were menacing Hungarian
freedom, end ripht, at the moment, whan their dountry demands their
withdrawal, they vour in new troops, vell in such desperation they
emarmed to the street in an attespt to make the Hussinn takes halt.
Buthe fussian tanks, apprently in a hurry, didn't care much end shot
over the heads of the crowd and the crowd gave ay to tham and they

cont irmed their forward merch. i

"0On the 22nd, the march of the Russian troops cortimusc. Wow, aven

larger croxds wsre in the streets wotching the march, in dasperation.

t was that people damonstrated again and again sgainst the Bussinn ‘tarks
gnd swarsed on the streets in an attempt to halt them. The AVO which
vas carefolly vatehing everything,quarreled with the people and threatensd
tham with consequences when they dedonstrated ajainat the tanks.

"l tad been atterding an snglieh class with & number of people and Wexyx we
were £ll very amxious to lesrn English, yet on that day we all went home,
after me tallnd with great execitesmsnt about the ovents and no English
lecture was given at all. In the aftermoon, he freedom of asssmbly was
cancsleds The AVO ran eround with emall trucks and made this order

over the loud speakers. In the evening, J want to a large grocexry store,

It was about 7530, The store was jammad »ith paople. Une worler heard a |
speech to ths people in the grocery stors, the sssance was adamand: |
® Ytet's have arms, and wa'll fight the incoming Husslansd® And the !
orowd repeated his words: “ArmeJ Ayms' Let's have armel® Wa sang the
mational anthem end we also sang tha Ssekely Hatiormal Anthem. When I

vent hose at nlght after work at thes amplifving station and arrived

&t homs, tha AVO waited Tor pe:"Why did you yell agadinst the Russian
soldiers?' I roveated:"™ The radio ond the mapers all tell ue sbtout

the government calling the trooos s aticrad in Hungscy to help, 2rd

these don't look to me like tletroops ststiomd in Hungary. They are

just now croasing the border from the Soviat Union.™ - I mrecelved, of
gourse, no anawer from the AVO but thay gave m= hell and sxdin told

me, sten by atep, where I had bean that dey amd what I had done. It !
was appareént that they had een tralling me. Alter questioning, aml
threatening, they ot w8 up in & room where I was allow d to =it on

& chidr, btuot spent the entire night by myself. In the moraing I wan

released and told to go home, ami not even to ;o to work anymore. At

8300 FM erowda wera disparssd by the AVO.

——
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In snite of the cancelsad freadom of sssembly, more than ACU0 peopls
got hurt on Cotober 27, in the city scusre. Seme pecople went tc the
hotel and took the busts ofiokosi, Lenin, and Stalen and threw them
down in the sovare. Others climbed up the Horona hotel and Lhey
demol ished ‘he Russian star which was on ton of it, and threw it

down to the ground. The psople cheered on both occasions, and thay
shouted: "Long live Hongarian fresdom and ocut with the Bussiansl"
"Dosn with the AV0", The crowd which went to the Beasonmyey Squars
and demolished other Soviet stars from the bulldings - from the hugh
of fiea building which waa in Bessenyey Square - they challenged police
to rip off theks Soviet stara from their caps - and ths police follemed
suit. The crowd grew and grew. It's beheviour was ao threatening that
2ll the AVO people disappearad. Many oeools appearad and sang the
Hatioosal Anthem and the flags wera carrisd in froot of the large crowds
that want to the high school to pe.susde the mrincipal fo release tha
stodents. I ran over Lo the Vasvari High School and found the atucants
and the faculty mesembled out in the school yerd, and & superintepdont
gpoke to the studects and toeld them thet 2 large, drunk crowd was
displaying an undignified and unruly behavédur and that they were
wrecking things, eto. I talled with om of my former classmetes who
was @ tescher, telling him it would ba right to relense the s tudernts.
Thay mgre in favor eof it, btut the superintendent refused to cormit it.
After a long tims, the will of the students and one man, they were
relsased.

Over at the high school, however, the cromd had to open the door
bocausa thoeechool refused even to talk to them. From here, the
students went to the “alinovaki Yemorisl (salincvski was a Eussian
war hero) First of all, they demolished the Malinovali status,
and a worksr from Jdiskule grve a Piery smeech to the cromd. After
him, a student leader Gymmeslum read the demands of the students.
The kaynote was fhe declaration of solidarity Wl th the Sndapest
revolution. Specchies were given, the Mgtionsl Asthem sung and ceople
destroyed even tha pedastal of the dalinoveki stétue 350 as not to
lesve any vestigs of Soviet dominstion. Now the crowd wantad the demands
primad so they wunt to & printing shop in the city souere. Trucks

vart in front of the crowd and ttay shouted slo ans like i"Reukyd go “OUEIY

They rushed to the =int sho- and wolted until the domends were printed.
in ths meantise, two trucks went to the cemetary to destroy tha

Hussisn war =norial in the cemetary. Peoples were very anximus to get
on the truck and take part in that acticon. | had to go to tha maplifying

— .
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station to report for works As I nsared my home, I overheard

my nine-ysar-old brotfier and his slaymatas talking over now they
aould throw stomes botween tha wheels of & tank so &8 to incapaecitate
it. From the amplfying station, I went sgain to tom. In front of ths
City dall, I found the Russian war mwmorial destroysd and found hugh

gigns, in flussien, hung over the s treet wmhich read:orkers are fighting

for their freedom. Russians go HOME!® "Lon't shout &t tha worle rs®.
They alse put cut leaflate explaingin more elaborately all this, but
they didn't mnage to distribute them to the Hussian soldiers, bscause
they acespted nothing from the population.

It was in the afternoon that another Hussian armored unit came to the
town, follewing the sume route as did the othars, but the arromd oould
stend it no longer. A largs mass of paorla desonatrated feverlshly
against them. They decided to halt them even if it cauned fighting.
So it msppensd. The crowd literslly astormed the Hussian tank colusm,
and overturned two trucke. Other mople took stomas aml stoamsd the
Hussian soldlers; others stampad on the bturrets of the tanim, amd
soms fus-1en soldiers had huga stones on thelr hsads. Only ome car
managed to get through the cromd, and when one of the truclks was over-
tyrped & 13 year old boy tock 1he submachine gun fram the front seat
of the trock and another yomungster took it eway and ha shob at the
crew of the armored cur &8 it went through the crowd. Oma Russian
major died, and others in the car were wounded, Now the Husnisn tanks
fired back the crowd with msching guns. & 56 year old men s'anding
pext to me, vho held a flag in his hands, died instantly. Thare ware
sltogether four deaths and nine severely wounded, Part of the crowd
shiad sray, but others stood up and sheutad:"You dogs, we dis for our
freadom, but you semxcksskitugx fight for enslaving the freedom loving
pecrle. It wee then that I saw one of the Russian soldisrs jumping
off ona of the tanks snd I heard him yelling at the crowds the orowd
yelled back at him. Some of it was in Russisn and told him in Rusaian
to go eh=ad and shoot -"Me dis for a poud causel® Then 1 saw thin
Hussiasn throw his submachfime gon to the ground, and I pavw him rumning
beck. I think [ must say before I go on that many of tha fussisn tanks
west have fired into the slr because if they had mot, with such a
pessive orowd, it would have beson memgcemmhekemxdiarxc a nddeoud

I B0 01N

Several of us tock care of the dead an wounded. Bo covered the body
of thawan who was sho! dead pext to me with the flag he had carricd
o brawely. Uthers took the wounded to the embulances. Le we did this,
four tanks ramaed into the orowd and bthe oroid was thus pushed to the
sidewnliks end w0 he side streets. The dussian tanks nov secured the

way for the reasl ank column oy stan'ing et tha antrunce of eve
5153 strest. .- v - e o
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Thile all of this heppened, theximidsrdimxsii¥>x Works: !'s Council
was {ormed, anpd the Hgsrisn unit mhich vue involved in ‘he skirmish,
laft town. The crowd came back to the citysquare and thoy decidad to
foto the priscn and free the political prisomsrs. They went there,
‘demonstrating, but the warden of the prison didn't want to pive into
‘heir demards and, bhad all entrances blocked. The crowd stormed the
wimiows anc prisd open the mein entrance. Inside the gunrda of fersd no
resistence and we found that 1he prisonsrs were all women who ware
locked wp for axerclsing free trede of ons kind or snothor; or, of
imufficient delivery of goods for the state, of oms kind or another.
It was & moving spectacls to see the women coms out in prisonsrs'robes
and then go to the storercom &nd find their own clothes and come buck
ag2in as fres mople. They all hurried home to thair loved ones.

"

The cromd wentad to go now to the policebsadquarters, and ask the
polics to join cham in thelir demands for a free Hungery. .any in the
erced thought that this would be impos=ible and they shouted & alogan:
" Dispr#t tha policel™ But as the crowd nrrived in froot of tha

police heacdquarters, an AVO Baptain came from the building and &
police mejer alter him. These two peoplo declarsd for tha policae and
the AVO thet they surrendesfed to the “people's will", and the crowd |
asked them to help form a Mcktmmedo@auxit Clvillan guerd to sefeguand i
arder and ;property rzainstlocting and destruction. 'hay talked over -
the mjor points of this arrangement . According to the sgreement
reached, thapeo-le who volunteered to be cart of the civillan guard
hed te report next morring at tha Police Hemdguarters,

n #hile thia haovened snother part of the peopls, also in & hugh crowd I
snd demanded that the ary mmedmxthmdwie unit stationed at Bylregvhams,
come to mlt the Hussian invasion. Tha orowd was told by the officers '
who st@d at the front. of the barracks that this would be impossihlas.
Upon this the crowd dumanded arms, and wanted to fight to defend Hungry
apainst the Russisn invesion. As the officers ai the gate were
reluctant to heed even this demsnd, the crowd stormed the bnilding.

At that momant, the Lisutenant in chargs, ordered:"Fire/™ Thers wern
seversl wounded in the erowd, but the liesutenant hiwsell foll ihock
(later; it was found thst one of the solcie:rs shot the 1iantenant

dead from bshind becanse be could not euree With tha order %o shoot)

A curious condition developad now. Part of the imnense crowd turned
ayainst a Soviut tank column which came on that same roed, and the
Rpasisns startod {iring into the crowd. But the Hungarizn moldiers who wers
not 1ined up in the barracks yard, noticed 1-ds and they started |
firing with mortars 2% the Mussian tank column. The Huseians turped back |
®ithout firing.or more resistence. I didn't sew this haprening but |
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pome who sav this skirmish told me later.idmx
n

How the Hungarian soldiers were ordered Lo take the cromi back to
the other strest and so it napremed, but the crowd, actuslly, only
wanh a8 far asthe other sids of hs street, and from then on it kept
arguing with the goldisrs and explained to them the rioutousress of
their cause. Apparently. the ¥R Commander of the Arsy barrscks could
stand it no longer, and he sent a delegation to ha City Hall whire
Tha Vorksr's Qouncil wee in session. Then, ths Commander agreed to
form & Revolution Comufittee of his unit at the Army barracks. %han
the crowd learpad abut this [from the delaga es who returned from
City 4Yall, they quieted down and vent home. Thay were todl that the
Army was with them on the side of the Mevclution and this patisfied
the pecple.

#In the evening, nothing significath hap-ened, but during the night
the AVO which had virtuslly disappeared [rom our town, #n & for that
ma jor who came negotiating with the crowd = which had been & symbol
at the Police HY — except for him, ths AVO had left town, bul now

thay hed come back to Folice HUs and they watched the streets around

the building. -

"Fhen in the morning of Ostobar 28, the Volunteers who were to bocoma
the members of the Civilian Ouard wanted to report to Folice HQ thay
were not 2 dnitted by the AVO,

" Before I continue telling the events of the mext day, that is,
Octoter 28, lat me add to the eventz of the 27th. The AVo also

cams back to our emplifying atation and that the Vorkers Couneil also
declared a general strile until the Hussisns ledt Bongary.

" isarwhile the Worker's Council worked out & compl: te agreement

with the Commnder o the Army Unit, end sccording to this & [riend
of mime wms to become tiwe Commander of the Civilian Ouard, end one
poldier - ong clvilisn gpuard and one polioce were to be maimbers of the
patrols which ould wotch over the f{own. I &lso bgcems & member of the
eivilian gmard. The Civilian Ouard showad an &k ultimatum to the AVOD
that they swroundsr by noon, and in cass of non-compliance he ordarad
the Police HQs destroyed by artillery pisces, so asto destroy the AVO
without loalng the valuatle 1ife of the citizens. It wan only later thaet
& civilisn jquard found that ammunition which was nacassary had been
transferrsd thres or fogr days prior to the Havolution people located

elsewhere. [Batween 11 and 12:00 a.m. ths AVD escaped, as we laarpsd dater |

to tha Sovict Unlons Tt was the AVO people who ware watching over our
amplifying station and let me remark that it was thes AVC pasorle

had asked sereral time: during the oreviocus days that we recuest the
AVC in Pudar=ast to say what wae hap ening to the AVO in Budspest. Ops
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of my collearues told them:" They mre weeding out the AVO". It
vas quite amusing to see hox their fsces changed when thay heard this.

After the AVO left, the Hungerian guard commander occcupied tha

Police HQe building, and orgenized & disciplined and responsibls
civilian gua~d. They coooerated with Blue police and the military rules
#8 had been cutlinad befors.

thile these things went ahead In town, I wos busy at the amplifying

stat ion and Llistenad to ths linesof the Communists. I hsard amajor,

vho wes amme mesber of the Farty County Committee, sajor Bubicsiea.

I hesrd dajor Hubicska reporting to the ~inlatry of “afanse tha ¥ an
unruly mob - & roging mot; surroundad the Hus bullding of the

Party County Coamittee and demanded them to accept the demands of the
crovd., He bitrerly complained thet the crowd gave them a strongly
worded ultdss tum = of course nothing of this was true because the Uounty
Farly SkErkxtdingons ansekakekycorfiaisne bullding was conplately left
glone. * heard the sinister of Usfenss reply to this a-jor and ¢ 11 him
vhat no county yet in tha country has gore over to the revolutionists.
This was also a 1is becsuse most of tha County PFarties, by then, were

in the hends of the romlekiaxizisfreedon (ighters,

I 1listenad to another convarsation in whith the AVD press ng orders
thﬁtﬁw‘j help and direct evary party functiomary to penetrate the ||
Worksr's Councils and destroy them from within. After we haard such I
conversaticps, I ordered sll telaphone lines and connsctions, interpupiec.
sxcept those of the hospitels, the doctora, smbulancas and the feod

shopa. liov ws walched radio comnversations. Infact, ths Counmty harty I
Comnittes resorted to uaing the radio. I wanted to paralyse them I
pompletely po, I issned arders that the oleactricily he discomnectad,
and sp it mppenad. At the same time, I gave the Vorker's Council & .
dirsot lime Lo the Budnmast povernmant. 1

The iskcle Yorker's Council broadenst over ths ..iskolc' redio. The
news of the revolution - the true mevp becay =@ ths Communiste radio
broadcast dlso. By then, the liyirepgyheza redio station had been silent
forr days, ard 1 gave modeom 0 the Kyiregyhaza radio station that

they relay .iiskolc news. The pecnle atte radio station santod me to
take *he responsibility sand I gave them the green light. Koenddumsxen
agosonmensatrandxsaid On the 29th, I wont to the mdtonodcrictse
Mty County Committee in &n attempt to persuade them not to

prevent the cevolution. 1 found them armed; and how well ammed!

They ware prapared to ouvtlast the revolutl n which thsy hopad mupld ke
shoet lived, but apre antly my attempts vere succassful bacause they
promised fo go 2leng with the revolutlon. Although there was one mrson
from the Bydapest i!Js who spoke in a verv condescending way to me,

and tried to talk ke Pariy County Camnittee from severing, I exvlaiosd
%0 tham tha there was no sense in resistong, and at loung laat, thay
surrandered thezr volas.

I:
L

b



274
H Iﬂﬂl

In the evening, they sent a small committes to the Chei rman ol the
forker's Council offering their services. Of course, ] informed the
Yorker's Council what kind of orders the Farty County Cosmitiee

hed received the previous day from Natiomal HQO to go into the
Yorker's Council to destroy them from within. The Chairmn of the
Worker 's Council put me in charge of the commnications depa.tment of

the entire county.

In the evening a County Vorker's Council wes formed from the delepates
of & number of the towns In our county.

In the evening larstall ZHukov's orders ceme over the radio that
fusrias' troops would be withdrawn from Hungary. Thers were trocos
atationed at Zationy and they withdrew to tha other side of the border.
In Beregaurary and Myirbetor. In other border towns nothing happansd.

Tt was completely quist. I reported to the .iskale radle and the

diskule redio and the MNyiregvhara together anncunced the great newn.
Huge crowds in Nyiregyhnsa and other townm expected the withdrawing
Busuiane to greet them. Two armored car columns came through
Nyiregyhsrs end we ssked the soldiers wheme they wers going. A

Russian major leanad out fLrom the lesding armoured car anc he seid:

"T wonder where the highway 7" Now we askad him acgain in fussian
where he was yoing and he, as wll as the other soldiars in the a=moured
car, replied: "Thare is & revolution at home. Vo go homs." Fecnle

wore extmbersnt. In thelr haprimess they hugged the Husslan soldiara

and comrstulated them on tnsir decision to go home. Kow the Bussian
soldiers accepted the nrinted leaflets printed in hussisn and axplaining
our revolution.

T ran to the ampl ifyer and reoorted what 1 saw o Liskulc and Jiskule
related the news. On= or one and @ half hours passed »ithout eny
more units coming. The thrue member committee cama to thée amplifyer
and askad ug:"How come we sez no Hnasian troo~s withdruwing? You
armounced “het they mould,.” I replisd to them that it would take lms,
of course until they arrived here coming from the imside of the
counttey- Lt warn sowshom ordained thatthey cidn't. “ors than that, at
8:30 or 9;00 P.i., | received renorts from Zahony that nem troops
ware pouring nto Hungery again, and that they had uilt thrwe new
plantoon bridges whizh made the mumber of tha plantocn bridges over the
Tisza, six. And tha troops just kept pouring into our coun' rye
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later in the svening, | ocslled up tha office of Imre Ney and I

callad up the Pevolutiomm y Councils -dyor, Szombathely, <iskoic,

and Debrecesn smbosmpotmixkockham  apnd csztergom, and reportec to
them the vew Invasion of Soviet troops. Jmry Nagy offica told me

that there must be some mistake bascause they just talked to the
Husrian Ambersador in Budapest and he cstegorically denited that

any troop movements for the last 64 hours were going cut of Hungary,
certsinly ncne into Hungary, ba alleged. He added: thers might heve
been toons that looked like they were coming imto Hungary, when they
were nctual leaving the country. I suggest to Imre Bagy office, that
they dispa‘ch reconoiter plames to check and verify my report. I also
gugpsted to them that they take Ambassador vith them to show
hin, from the air, what was poing om and to ask him to exvlain the
aciion - whether tothe sartor west. I supgpestud thet they dispatch
helicopters to film tlem £o0 that nothing could be denied about their trdop
movamsnte -(periaps Eecikixtoammxaf$s because of this comversstiom an
Rov. 18t, a tro-angine ~lampe was sent for reconneisence Lo our arss,).

On the 30kh, the Susmians kept coming. ‘he Chairmen of the Worker's
Council 8t Mylregytmes wes requested by us to speak with Impre Negy'
office, ard raport about the #ussian troop movehents. i did. Ye
told imps Megy'! of flece thet Lf the Russian troops were not halted,
the puorle sxmk from Myiregyhazs would go to Pudapeat. Hu was given
the answer that n=gotiations were in full smwing to withdrew the
Russian trocpe. But 1 received constant reports from Nyirbator, from
Baregsurany, from Kisvards, and from Zahony., The mtitern sverywhare
vaxa the sara. The Heilrozd men in Zalony demolishedthe vl

rails so sg to Melt tha Hussion troop movements b y reil. That helped
vary littls.

Tha Soviet'r were skillfully manoevering. They moved thair troops in
various directions. Ta obsorvad tricky movements end informad the
peovls of the signa, of the Kumsisn vehlolsa, and =o ve vers able to
chaack in whot directions they moved.

On Nev., 1, the “orker's Council sent me to the govarnment to directly
report abomut tha Sogn dian troop movemsnts. They gove ma & speclsl bus
and an I went on that tus tomagid Budopest, T saw ths Mus:ian troope -
mainly the u:rmoured latiali-ns all move tomard the Vest Lhrough
Szolnok and throuogh Becskeomet, and through all of the toma I massed.

PR ——TT——_ e %
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As we approached Budapest on the morning of the Ird, we saw
Ruselan troops digging in in three rings around Budapest. 1

went to the HQs office of the Mation-wide Natiomel Committee

( Dracagos Nemgeti Bizottsag) and as I reported to th.m about
evarything, we sam in the area of Nyiregyhazg I was asked to
eoordinate sll other revorts end asked to take over the office of
the intelligence. It ock over the Cantral Intelligence office far
ors day and I found the Huseian troops pouring in to Hongary and
surrounding air-porta and a rms and apmmunition denots.

In the moming of the 3rd, I went to the Frime linister's office.
From there I was sent to the office of Ualeter, and g=ve him an
slaborate report, Ha wes eager to listen to those reports because
his megotiations with Gensral Halinin and three other Russian
officers were to begin at 12:70 a.m. Maletsr had drdei, Xovecs,
and Sgucs on his committes. Thase negotistions lasted until 2:30
p.me When they laft they expected results from the nmegotiations.

I had a chance to talk to =aleter up to 5°30 psm. that night. He
told me that toe pegotistions were procesding well; they had already
achisved agreement over s cease-fire agresment: over the point that
no more Museisn troops were to come to Hungery, snd that ssolemn
farewsll should be glven to the Huseian troope mhmwkmxhk leaving
Hungary. 1 told him 1o be very carefuligg, to be extremely careful.
He anked me to go ovar to tha Ministry of Befenss to the devartment
of Infelldl and to coordinste reports over there. I went there
and talked to Lisutement - Colomel and tcld him the essence of

our coservations. He was very much surprised that my roports
completely concerred with reporte hs hed from othsr sources. He
promised ms to forward directly all the reports. About 9:00 ar 9:30,
I left and went back to the nation-wide Comaittee's of fice. People
full of hope snd confidence expected ma thare, and they told me
that they would resums work on “onday.

I wos terribly worried, but my worries were in vary aharp contrant
with the ha py peonle vhom I saw evarywhers in the str ata. I ment

to ancther amplifying station and reported to Miskulc and Nyiregyhara
Vorker’s Councils that the govermment has very reassuring exserience
with the direct mepgotiations with the fussisms and they ay mrepars to
refume vork on <onday. The <iskule radle had not wanted lmre Magy then,
but nmow they ssemed comwinced that s reemnt with the fussians wes
achievabls, In the evening, I mllad the netion-wide Matioml Com ittee
effice in ell mejor towns, and received reports from them that they sll
were surrounded by Hussisn units.
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In the later hours, [ called up Nyiregyharza and Zahony and was

told that the Soviet troop movements had stopped. They also reported
that Soviet troop commanders vant to the Vorker s Councils,
reassuring them of waitirg for the oufcoms of the nsgotia'iona only.

It vas the first time since Octobar the 23rd that I fell sound asloep
vhan [ went home.

Tt was at 2°30 s.m. Nov, the 4th, that the Nyiregyhera amplyfier station
reparted to me that the Debrecen postoffice was under fire by the
Ruscians. Soon we heard the samn from Ssstergom. We switched to the
Myiregyhaza amplyfier station and they told me that the “ussian troops
wara imvading Mylregyhaza and that Sepooostes &8s they tolked, the
operator said:"Here they comei® Then he started talling how they went
into the ard then his broadcast stopped. I called now the
Szombathely amplifyer and 1 was horrifisd to hesr the volce of an AVO
man revorting to me that everything was "okay". I called up the
lisitensnt-colonel of the dinietry of Lefense with whom I had talked

the previous dey coordimting owr informations on Husnsian trocp movemants
end he told ms that the officers in the dinistry of Lalanse drs

shooting it cut becaure the Comsunist of ficers made a palace revolutilon.
I ealled Imre lagy'office andsimickxkhmntecamemicltan Tildy resortad.

He told me they had no conmection with the népotisting comidittes they
had dispatched to the Russian His. An we talked cur connsctions were
interrupted,

I wanted to organise & defense of our building - “hat of the mation-wide
National Commjttes, and we wers prevared to ficht. «any students cams

to us for wesvons and we gava them to t ehm. “ater, ve docided thet

it was not warthwile to defend 'his bullding arkd went ovar in the
eveaning to a bullcing atthe University. On wy way, I zet a Swedish
journalist am I gave him ai interview sabout the events 1 sxperiencad.

ALl thhe next day . was with the University students invarious buildings
st the Univarsity snd ve weited for the assaplt of the Sus ians.

On tha 6th, the Bus=isnp ceme, lad by an AVOD officer, wheo hed besn with
us the wrevicus day as a Freedom fighter and whom we imow recognized as
on AVO officer. We fought with the fussians for about ome or two hours.
L8 desd, and I don t lmow how many wounded. I saw 47 students tricloed
into su rendering byt the Kussisns sarndd mew them zaptured and led aray.
The Russlans stood them up in front of the tanks and chased them slong
in front of their tanks and we folt powerless and fled from thet bldg,

Iy
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It seems to me &5 I was pondering that further resistencs was not

jus tified and I wentto a student's dormitory where I hed friends,

to tslk things over with them. I met ther -  not only Hungarians, but

also Geweks, African, Korean, snd BHulgrian students. We had & lot of
debstes with them as to what was right to do. =cat of these students :
had arms in their hands and they didn’'t give even a thought of sarrending
thoge arms.

® Next day, a group of the students fought on tha Kirsly Squars and
debstes wera going on again that night whil I stayed sguin with them.
The Gresks in ocur dormitory were apainst the Hevolution, and the EKoresna
wore for it. Things wenl on in the same Mmshion for the rext faw days
without any grave events. Un the lith, I wam called up by a tanching
assistant who wes the hondmastsr of the dormitory, Endhe supgertad
thet I lerve the dormitory at once because the AVO was aftar me. I
[ollowed rism advice and until the 23rd, I slept where 1 was invited to
stay in one of the three homes who had invited me. Those wers psorle
with whom I got acquainted during the fight. There were some [ifteen
or tweanty of us who worked togethar to dsvelop underground resistence.
I suggested to them that we talk to Eadar, but ome of the Communist
leadera who was with and for tha revolution suggested that we do not
see Kader bocause it might cost us our lives.

" Ope of my sisters arrived from Nyiregrhaza. She told ma ‘hat the AVO
ware terrorising our t om and that psopls were cesperate. She tolc me
about the d wpartations which went to the Soviet Union and said that

A great mny slips of caper had hesn {ound with messses from the
daportees with exnct addresses of their loved ones.

® By the twanty-third, the administration and all means of commnicstions
mers talen over by th Hodes rglme. OQur resistence group decicded that I
had to lsaw. I took my sizter with me after I received false papers

The naxt day, that is the 24{th, 1 croseed the bosder to Austria.®

A. The denonstrations: hespondent knew of the demonstraticn on the 2lst of
October. He learmed by 'phone on the aftsrno n of the 23rd, learning from |
frierds on Lhe "phone from Budapest whils at the amplifylng s*ation. He
wanted the governmaat then to declare independence ard nautrality like
owitzerland and Austria have. He was not ready Lo enter negotiations about
gonprsmisss

Phen the fiphting started be saw no real end. He could not judge the
outooms bscause ha hed never lived in hia conacious life the life of
g8 frea pagson.

Speaking about the two demonstators , respondent refars to the great
demonstrations which took place in Nyiregvhaes, mainly on tha Z7th when
the AVO wis still very stronp, and when im-ense Yusnian forces me chsd
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through Nyiregvheaza, and he aleo remirks that in Nyirejpyiwnta that
there wera no policies and no major plans.

All classes of socisty wers represented in the demonstrations, and
respordent asys thet the Workers were the opes who started them, but
youth, employess, rail-rced men, labor joired. There were fawer women
than men but they ware in very geod fighting epirit, he says. There wers
sany border peotvle amtng them, and the older peorle were particularly with
them in wetching, and wishing the bast, and trying to give them advice

as to uhdt they shauld do in taking over the lsadership.

Respondent smiles at my quastion sbout the organization and lemderhip of
the demonetrations. le says that everything =mas sbzolutely “apontanecus®
Peopls were eager to see what someone did do, or didi't do, and then they
jumped into lelp on those tasks. There was po competition sbout tasks
which stmeone was ready to shoulder. Feople sought a different assigmment.

B ek dimg
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Asled how the demonstrations turmed imto fighting, respondent refers to
the Nyiregyhaza fiphting, and tells me that the skirmish could have been
avoided md the Kussians returmed to the USSR, jmk not otherwise.

Speaking of who fought in Nyiregyhase during the shart periods of “hs
fight, respmdent says they were mainly young workers snd studsnts.
Thers was an cverwhelming feeling of the expectation of freedom, They
thought it wopld be a grodual development, but as the tusrians kept
pouring ‘n Hungary, they ssw thelr expertations completely destroysd,
and they ciddn't care about conssquences. "The stake was too high. It
bal anced ont everything. The hope that the d erression would be over,
ovaershelmed us comnletely." Hespondent thought that the overall ontcoms
of the revolution would be indermendencs and tosality.

Hespondent 'a reaction to the government's cplling for Hussian troops
was:" a dirty lie" bacause Uero said:" We anked for the help ol the
Soviet troops etatiomd in Hungary and this wes a bare-faced lle, since
those Soviet troops ware not stationed in Hungary at z11. They wers
invading Hongaryl®
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Hespondent sxplained in the foregoing charters how he spent the

days betwaen ihe Soviet w thdravl mmixkionkk - the so-called withdrawl,
and the time of the so-called re-inwesion. Hespondent belisved in the
Hussian retreat only for & faw hours on the 2th of October. Otherwiss
as reparted quite elaborately in the following chapters, he saw
technical manceuvers only on the 3lst, and some on the 29th,

Otherwise all he saw andobserved was through reliabdd friends...I might
say outposts on the barder. Nothing else tut the dnvzsion of Hungary

by new Russian troops. Hespondent didn‘t see any Hussian troops

leaving Hungary, only those coming into Hungary. This has en explained
previously.

His ma jor lines of activity were also elaborately explained in the
foregoing chapters.

Hespondent began explaining his escape on Nov. 22 when he learned that
the AVO was looking for him at his brother's home in Pudapast.

D. When respondent is aslked whether he thinks that the whole of Hungary
has geined because of the Hevolution, this is his answer:" T don't
think Hungary gained. The terror uxmmxx srercised by the Russian
Communiste has become much more vicious than at the begimning of the
Revolution.

"Hungary has gained intermatiomsl reputation, and its heroic resistence
prompted the UN to pass 13 or 14 resolutions.

" The Hungarian people lsarned that their hope and trust put in the

Wast was misplaced bscause the Vest was not ready to stand up beahind them.
You may r#ll this a gain. It is also a gain that they were headed for
Communism and Russian oppression incorsacsed.

REEXINASUID BRI WEXERE  In the past, 1 said to myself that it wasn't
worth staying in FHungary because the pecple are not freedom-loving encugh.
They cannot stand up in action against oprression and I started studying
Franch and knglish so that 1 could leave for the ¥ect and I plonaed

to eacspe. luring the revolution, however, I learnsd that the Hungarian
pecple are heroic, selfless and imaginative. I learned that privates
initdative is greater than mkimx in any other phase of history. And I
declided, 1 would not leave Hungary. I would :tay with these wonderful
maople forever. I think that other peools reached similar conclusions.

I think this a great gain.
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LXPECTATIONG OF HELP FROW THw VEST DURING Tie AEVOLUTIOR

ks Respondent expectad from the West that the UN would puarsnteas
Hongary 's independence and meutrality. He hoped that the %eat would

be far-sighted enough to recognise thet it would be for wider

intarsst to have en independant and neutmal Hungary. He argues

thet the Midrdle sast situstion wea not laess dangarous th:n the
Hungarisn. Ha argues that tha Vest had all the right o go into
Hungary during the deys of freedom. He says that peutrality can

ba guamtead mak only if during elections not only ome occupatiomal
power is in Hungary but if several of the free mations are repr. ented.
Firelly, he suggests that Af a fact-Cind committee had beem in Hungary
as he hopad it would be, then it could have securad Hungerian irderendance,
partiralsrly 1f 1t had acme fzakean token intarmatiorml police force
with it, Resprndent adds that he expacted no arms from the West.

When respondent L= asked on what besis he formed his expectstions,
e explains:"As a mafler of course, a basis of my expectations was
the vital interest of tha Wostl® :

C. Respondent r~an across a Swedish Jourmalish on Mov. 4th and ha

told him what ne thought of the Hussisn attack. The Swedish jourpalist
was vary undarstanding and showed & great interest in respondent's
views.




274
HRL v/ 19

SOCIAL CLASS STRUGTULE AND ATTITUDES

A+ Eanily Seckground.

Hespondant 's father wae until 1942 unsiilled laborer. in 1942, he
built a house nims 17 apd ovened & tavern jn that house 1ln town.
From then on he became & tavern Jeeper. Ho built the house out of
the meney he had put aside by thrifty living from his earnings as
unkilled labor. By 1951, taxes impossd by the Communist regime
upon nrivate busiress menaged to kill his tusinecs comnlately, and
vhat taxes didn’t min him, the cruel short-portioning of liquor to
privite dealers, did,

Aespondent 's father completed six grades of elementary school, but

he resd a grest desl end was particularly interssted in Bipgraphy,
history and politice. te had & Library of his own, but he himself nevar
tockpart in politics. He was so i dependeni minded that he challenged
com unist lecturers in evenlng clanses. Haspondsnt thinks vory highly
of his father's cutlock on the world. He thinks he was particularly
podd in forelgn affairs, From 1951, he had becoms a bartander.

B, gceigl Clzgsen.

Respondent thinks that the largest class ie the workars, snd with

the peasantry compose about the same social strate. Another stmstum in
pociety are the intellectuals and on top of all of these are the
communist aristocrets. By imsllectuals, respondent means educators,
professional rzovls, scientists and engineers, writers, eto.

Spesking about rdspondent's actual contact with these proups, hs says
tvhat he camas from a worker's family end thet he met on imvense mmbes
of workers in the tavern. Than going to ather poats of the amplifying
syaten of long distence lines, he talked very often to peasante becausy
he was interested in them, and he fslt az one with them. “w was oftan
enllad to check teletype macnines in other towns and met thom that way.
“'e thinks thess classes were not much different one from the other, and
he thinks the lass class difference there is, the better society works.

Ha hizaelf belonged to by being a student of engimeering and a highly
alcilled technicisen to the intellectuals' class and he clayed much tennis
with other menbers of this class.

In respondent's view, the Hungarian peorle were killed mentelly, spiritually,

palitically and economically, not as classos but as individuals., BR1
non-~confarmists wers exterminf ted one way or another undzar absoluta
dictatorship
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khan respondent is aeked about the various classas, he protasts
against "such generalising questionsy which he thinks "are umworthy of
scientific quastionnaires.

And now be roskates what he hes said before abeut his belonging to
the olass of the irtallectuals. He didn't man it in the sense that
“he 4arxist's sreak sbout elasses. “e just meant that in his thoughts
he felt e belonged to tham, but that he, in his own heart, belonged
to a1l classes in Hungary except the comunist aristocracy.

C. Class opipions:

Respondent never observed differences in classes, or attitudes of
classas toward one another as he saw no privileges. His stand was
completely proven by the fevolution that all differences existing

and imgined vers washedsway by the events. Although communists presched
class strugile, he szys he mever believed of the gensral struggle in

the warious strata of Hungarisn society. For instance, he 1s &

"Kulae", btut ther was only ovne class which grouped together and which
were looked upon &8 & superb class and that was the Communist aritstocracy.
They were hated by all. Respondent says in conclusion: "I spoke very
much 1o all kinds of peopl: in different segments of our area and 1n
various jobs, amd inall walks of 1ife, and they were all concernsd with
the regime, and not with onz another - certainly not with ope another
as mambers of so-eslled clmasesl®

. Social Advancement:

heked what chanczs there were in Hungary for en individual to get ahsad,
regvondent seys that any one who hsd some talent and was willing to

echo = all the lies of the regime = were on the road to advancemant under
Comminism.

There were obhers, r spondent exolsins, whe were erropeously selscled,
grd they didn't dars explain that they dic "t telong to thoss who were
ready to eerva communisn under any circumstances. It was really fummy
when somzone was nominated becsuse he was thought of as Communist, or
at least a person willing 1o serve comsunism and others ¢idn't dare say
s0 bscause thoy were afraid they would hart him in his vital interesis,
and that thay themeelves would be considered unloyal in not woting lor
the party nominee. Such people erroneocusly selected raz jood “party"
materinl were particularly of worker origin, he ssys, becav e they had
:: be of midcle-classs opinions snd be of burgoise prejudices the Comnunints
wught.




-

27
i v/a

Of cowrse, he says, thers was alsp a few people of worker origin who
were really ready to echo the ideas of the communists and who were
mama geable bacausae they actually had no vision.

From 1953, scrie improvement cams and the talent counted more. But aiter
Imre Msgy was discarded, the eitustion apgain becams worse., After the
20th Farty Congress, talent again figured somewhat amore. In an attenpt
to describe the kind of individual who would got ahead in Communist
Hungary, respondent had this to say:™ It's the unprincipled, over=-
indul gent typs ~ the Bxm chamelecrtype - who timmges color changes.
This uype, above all gets ahead. Besides, howaver, outstanding s portsmen
and the nﬂ.ia'u and the acientisis can also get ahesd without baing
such unm-inuirji-ad eowards.””
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FAMILY LIFs UNTed COMLUNIGN

A, Respondent thinks that Comsunism had a gonsideratle =7fect upon

family 1ife in Hungary. " The sacredness of the atmosphere of marriage

and fanily Life wss broken, because both partners had to vorx and none

of them could devote himsell to the family. Bssiden, most peopla wers

enot ‘omally low and nervous, becaurs 1t was very difficult for them |
to have to shut-up on the job and not to say waht they thought was right.

Poor housing, and loek of housing upset thsm emotiomelly, and the fact

that the average person was the villain about to leave or chomge his |
job without the permission of the higher~ups. The e ven more distressing |
fect that many a ‘amily was separated by long distances between the job '
amd the family homa greatly contributed te family life breaking up?.

¥hen respondent ie asked ~bout how he feels about these changes, he
arawars:" I think mach mors of family life than to ntar marriage |
without having & chance far my wife to devote hersell coapletely to

the Mmmily, =0d particularly bo Simtmoesct mddomomsickion roaring our
children.”

Bo the question as‘n whether Communism chenged the way in whith children
ware bronght up, respondent had this to sey:" There were many more famili=n
forced to keep their children in schools than in any time before

Comomnism, and & basic changewas the fact tha a religlous instruction

was forbidder and thers wan practicslly no wey to get oncmemmsdky: sacretly.
Schopls themselves gave no religions - eduction.

L L B

Askad whether during the last ten yeers the extesat to which children
the'r parents, haxssym undervent any changes, resdondent says

that mny prejudices, pocd and not so pood prejudices which axisted

before, wer gona. for irslsnce, he ssys, Lhere wers no nrejudices

held nom about young peotle returning b:fare B:00 F.l., and there

sora fover social prejudices, -Tha® is to say, prectleally none,

Au far as peiting acqualnted with emople of the other s=x le conc rned.

Qarears ware [resly chosen - that is, fros from social prejudices. After

this fres cholcoe was made, of“ic&l Hungary sent people to study,to

tale up whatever they thought was riphi. According te respondent, there

was quite a conflict between the official lines of the schoola and of ihe

parental tarriars. The Comunists forced the schoils to tesch history

in & complately distortsd way, and to temch sll kinds of faglsehocds to

the children. liks - even sbout their om standard of life. Since

children leamed different things from their parents, it often occurred

that @ child would say:" ‘other told me ... " Oenerglly socecking, the

regime was anxi us to give much pride to youth "a well-indoctrimated youth"

would ba a strong piliar of Communisms
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C. Sex patterns:

Hespondent feels that ha had no nformetion of times before

he grew up to compare d!fference betwesn mti‘erns of merriages
during the communist period, or methods of courting them and now.

He can say, hosever, that because of the Incressing opores ion, also
increasing Tinancial difficulties faced families, and it hap-enad
that & hustand was away from his family for two 2nd a hel! years
when he waa & soldler, and his wife grew desperate because she had
no livlihood, and divorced her husband., A great many tragedies so
haprened, resnondent saya.

Erostitdtion wes forbidden in Hungary, he says, but there were labor
camps and so-called"socialist oities™ end in this camps morale was
utterly low and most probably there was prostituti-n there as well.
These "socinlist cities" had a wery bad reputation all ever the
country. These cities are Dumspentele (Sztalinveros), Kasincbarciks,
and Perente.

Respondent says the the Communistic regims had no #fficial mmimyx stand
about sexual momsrak morality, but he thinks its wery significant to
knor that legitimete children were bought by the Stete and a8 boy was
bought for 5,000 fcsocecendexxpibtiofa:Ryiiixfamintex forinte -
sapoceak and agril for 2,000 forimts. Im 1946, he says, a paper
carried a lot of debates sbout the ethical aspects of abortion and
fimelly it was decided that abortion would be permissible upon
reasonable reguasta of both of the marriage partners.

In respondent's opinion, the Comsunists could have been more or less
inhibited about sexuwml matters becaus he had prac’'ically nmo contact

with commnists. He still thinks that such matters could depend upon 1
the im ividmal rather than upon ths group.

F i tas

Hespondent emphisized right in the beginning whenwe talked about
friendship with Communiste Yarty members apd minor pert functiomaries,
that he har a liberal oplnion. pointa cut that he likes to Judge
pacple, and he hopes that a great many llungarains feel the sgme, by

their performance and not by their party affiliations vhich exist

woaily on paper argway. "By their frults, you will know them", heocuotes.

A lisutenent who hed been a gocd [riend of respordentim bacame a Farty
member and they remained good frisnds. “sspondent knew other oarty members
and minor functicrariss, for imstance, the Farty Chairmen in his own out[it.
These actwmlly were good persons who were well-intentioned. His own

Farty Chai mman eliminated evil persons who were sinister in their efforts,
Hg eliminntec them with the intenticn of maldng them harmless.
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kespondent wolunteera this informetion: "I myself wrs temnted on

saveral occasions to become & Farty <embar. I stayed within the the
framework of the Party ae much ps I could, and I think 1 would have

been just the same person within the Party as I heve heen cutside of it."®

Baspondent seys again and again that the peitures abovt Farty <embarship,
or lack of it, is quite confused and that any oversimplification would
do & great harm.

Farty affiliztion should be no determining factor. AL the same time,

he sleo enphesizes thst members of the Communist Aristocracy are to

be judged quite differently. He camot imagine som one within the
Communist Aristocrncy who is even half-way decent, b cause otherwise he
could not have steyed with it - the farty aristoeracy. Hespondent
answerg an uncualified answer to the question,whet er one c-uld contiime
friendship with a Farty Comnunist member. "Yes." He gdds. "Of course
hs must be well-intention:d amd clean in his eccaduect.”

B, ifxlecaomx Crimes aod Alooholisg:

Hespondent doclinsn to give amy estimate as to whathar théere has bean

g2n incraase in such msjor crimes as robbery, murdar, repe and the lika,
becanse he spays thes.e questions cannot bz answarcd by juessing, but only
by da statisticas. He disclaims kmovledgs of statistice btefore and during
Communism. Ho euphsises that mewaspapers did not usually report on crimss
except oerhare in 1950 Sssbad Nep started doing so. Hespondent says

the szme sbout the crime rate in women. Young peopls he knows little of,
in relation %o police, and not political erises.

Haspopdent answers A hesitation "Perhaps™ to the question as to whethsr
alcoholism has increased during the last ten years.

Spadging of Juvenile Delinquency, reanondent says that nerhapa there s
tean some inarease but he doern't actually kmow.

fAaspordent leughs when we come to speak of the Jampec. /s says that

the Jampcess are allepedly cosmopolitan paople who are sold on “estarn
vays. He sayn that the Communist Farty orgens maks so mnch noise sbout
them, that Lhey await & pew interest in the "forbidden fruit®. Ie an
attenpt to descride & Jampec, respondent says that they demonstrate
excellent extravagance in dressing.@imen if thay have only ome decent syit
that haas to be different. Zzomethessnit Hegpondent tiinks that almost any-
thing extravagant in youth was branded "Jaomeo® by offloisl Farty.lime.
Hz even rocalls that policemen led away such persons from publie
parties and dances becaure they thought sach extravamnos does not belong
in the midat of the ordinery toller.
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RuLIGION

A« Comsunist effact: “espondent tms this to say about the affect

of religious 1ife of the Communist rule:™ Officlially, the functions

of the churches were not prohibited, but tie circumstances wer such
that everyome wae forced to think twice before onenly attending any
church functions, and partimularly before revesling that they did attend,
glving religicua imstmuctions to children, ar having wedding ceremonies
in a church and was conasidered detrimental to one's standing in the

files of the larty end could result in removal from office but &t amy
rate in poor rating and in pammament bothering."

Hospondsnt thiiks that it sms the Catholie church shich was hardsst hit
because it showed great msistence and because it was more connecled
vith the Western world than the protestant churches. It was also thought
of az g atrong representative of the Capitalist world because it had had
larpge estates before.

Askad sbout Communist effecte on protestenism, rescondent said that
those among the protestants who reslisted were daslt with puat the sams
as with Cgtholice but fewer of them were exrected to resist by the
Comrmunists.

Respondent claims lack of information about the effects cf Commaism
en Jewish religion.

B. sffect on personsl life:

Hespondent considers religlon to vlay a very isportant fector in his 1life,
but he thinks, humbly, that it is less of a factor in hie 1life than in
the 1ifs of his parents. He has not dared to comparz his smotion to
religion to <hat of the avarsge person in Hungary, becausas he thinks
there is vary littls ground to talk sbout the religion of the averags
Hongarisn with individusl differences.

Resrondent was an irregular church going, but suprorted his church
repularly.

C. Chureh_fup:tion:

Bespondent says that in a8 non~Communist country, church should =lay

8 very Important role in ths religicus-ethical education of youth ard
of averyone, but it should not be part of the atate. Tha mpral codes
which churchss cculdset in such things ss movies and plays should

be unliks erdars, and peodtle should make up their minds as individoals
whather or nol thsy hsed the wmernings of the churchas.

Hesporcient sava thet churches should by no means plsy an active political
role in an independent Hongary, and that there should ke 2 complste
separation beiwaen the church and the stata.
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D. The Jewish minerity:

Then asked whother or not the Jewish religion had been hurt by
Sommuniem, respondent replied:" The regime hated everything with
dostrines and rituals, and of course, the Jewish church was just another
one.” Respondent does not feel able to judge whether or not the Jewlsh
religion was effected to a2 lasser extent than other churchas.

of
Speaking of the attitude mmwi Jews toward Commonism in Hungary,
he sxplains that the Comaunist regime made it possible for the Jews
offer their martyrs, and msny str:ets and aguares wers named after
Jews who died of Mazi persecution. The regime also mde it possilble
fop & portion of many Jews to work in the leading positicna. This was
ons factor, and another, he explains,was many of tte Jews wers inclined
to generalize and tc mammm blame "Free Hungarians" far the terrible lot
they had suffered under the pro-lazl regime in Pungary, and thess factors
gontribated to their a ssociating themselves with the regima which
imposed no special hardships on them. All of this, he thinks, relates
only to many Jew and not to "The Jews", lecsuse, after all, thelir
sttitudes weare vory varied.

Hespordent doesn't know whether Jewish attitudes have changed during
the last ten ysars, or not,

Were meny Jews Communists] we asked, and what tﬂnir motives were, and
respondent answered partly yes, and since meny “ews wers in the leacing
positicons of political as well as economical 1life and Party <embarships
in thoss lsading positins were compulsory. Thus people Iin such positions
wers not krown to the great msses of peo le made the impression that
there wer more Jews in the Hungarisn Communist Party than sctuslly
might h:ve been. Thesa things, he saym, cannot be decided by opinions
but only by statistica.

Speaking ©f the sttitudes and actione of the Jows during the Revolution,
reapordent says that there were thres kinds smong them - such as thoam
who mrticipeted on the side of the revolution - such who didn't atir
because they were afraid that the tide might turn against them - thet
public sentimant might a:oume anti~semitic tomes, and therefore preferrsd
not to ke ssen in public; others were found emong th. AVO and in Party
Leadership,and were against the revolution. Hespondent tiinks ha camnob
satimrt @ proportions. Vhether Jeaws were involved in fighting amd
demonstrations, he saye:"Of course® and says there were many and he
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quotes an oculstanding experisnce. fe says that it was on Nov. 18,
that a Jewish family which had a mimeographing mnchine rut it at
the disposal of the Freedom Fighters and when they ware datected
one of the boys tock the entire blame upon himself tec save his
family and to save tha other fresdom fighters who wers involved
in printing the Comsunist leaflets.

Reepondent thinlks that it would serve a purpose best if Jews were
asked whethar they were afraid of an irdevendent Hungary. Vhen asksd
to give an opinion of his own, rescondent has this to say:" I don't
think any Hungary of cur dreams, amy peools have to fear. The revelution
was unbelisvably fair, ard atrocities mever occurred egainst the Jewn.,
Thers were culy s few atrocitiss comnitted by pecple &s instant
retalistion sgainst some members of the AVO. T have yet to find a
place in Hungary, in another revolution, perhaps, vhere one word is
said sgainst the Jews!" and, " the Freedom Fighters had the general
attitude of judging the people by their merits and giv ing individual
treatment to everybody."”
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THE HUNGARTAN YOUTH

Respondent thinks that 'the Hungarian' is between the apss of 14
and 30, quite generally sreaking.

B. Legadership in ihe revolutiop :

Hespondant thinke that the youth of Hungary took the lsad in the
revolution. He says:" University and collegs students sturtud the
demonst.rat lopej then delegutes went to young worlera in indostriel
plants.®

About six mopths before the r . wolution, the Petofi Circlos wer attended
all over by youth. The iniative for demordetrations camo from the
youth; and he thinke the same is true sbout fighting, but not only
students, bu also workers and pasants who did mest of the fighting.

Hespondent says that youth was more idealistic and youth generally
Speaking mepresants more axplosive energy, and this is om of the
reasons tley took the lead,®I've mevar Llived in a world better then
ths uiserible one under Bommunisam. But I spoke to many older psoole
who told me about much better circumstances of 1ife in their youth,
so L was looking for such, and I'm sure thet is trus of all of the
youth."

Hespondent thinks that the older people were amazed at the maturity U T4
of youth, and av'n more at the mture behaviour. Resspomdiant thinks

that youth didn't think mich sbout older psosle, as thay wers sean
everywhere, and because thers was no other person corltical of their
actionnm.

C. sdycatiopal System:

Generally speaking, respondant says about sducation in Hungery:"It was
absolutely regimented by tha regime." Hungary wss physically camnleted
isclated from the Vieatern world, definitely more isolated than the
Americens can imagine® respordent insists. The isolation wes inorsspsed,
year after ysar. He mentions cpe charscteristic exasaple of such isolation.
Hs tells & story about a took which apreared about brain surpgery, and
about which they held a lecture to experts and Santha, en cutstanding
brain specialist said that ho had s tudied that same method years prior

to that, at Uxford University. This rosulted in Santha being kicled out.
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The keynote in aducation was:"To educate youth to love fthe

Sovist Union". He explains and maintains that Soviet leading rol.

in svery fisld of life and s clence was glorified. He says that the
Russians like to pose as greater super-men than the Germams ever did.

Asked about restricticns of vocational choice, he explains that when

he graduatsd it was decided how muny students could be admitted to the
Univesity of Debrecen, and of the University cf Budapsat. He allepgsa that
the same was trus of the grade school and high school. Social origin

of the student end of the relation of his parents to the Communist

Party were ‘he deciding factors in choosing who was warthy of baing
admittad to a college or Universily.

Respondent says of the cuality of edusation that in technicel aspects
it w3 cuits se-isfactary, particularly in grade schools, Perhapa even
too much, he taioks. le insists that the schedule in schocls contain
more than ia prior years befors Communist.

Spedk ing of the teaching personmel, respondent ssys thad the Communists
ars eager to relisva the old with new teachers who came from colleges
where they are suprosed to have bean endowad with mew Commndst mentality.
They were, howevar, not slways up to Communistic expectations, but
whether they were or not, they certainly had lees experience than the

old teachers ami theg actoually Commnistic minded among them, tried to
penatrats youth's mind, but ther wers only a few ambiticus among theum.

Youth in meny cases, respondent explains, provoked discussions, and thay
foroad teacher to agres with them, in 2 great many cases. He mentions ore
cace where his military science teacher was transfarred bacause he

agreed with thelr reasoning. A1l in all, he says, one must admit that
there were more and more among the young teschers who were "reliable" in
frmm the Communist view,

D. Indoctrirations

Respondent says that most of the emergy of Commurdsts were devoted to
political training of people. They beliave that people should be trained
polititical &nd that their minds may be transformed. In the Service thay
had two hours, twice a week, devoted to political education, and it
wos mandatery to attend DISZ seminerien. The essential part of radio, of
press and of other media of communication wers gearsd tc indoctrinstlng
people. The teaching of -Adarx were particularly i-pertant from 1949.
gﬂnkﬂ, article, speeches committed by Stzlin were foremost in teaching of
omrmand am.
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Respondent thinks that the line sttitude of Communism was why ‘

they failed to indoctrinate the youth. Ulder psonrle knew the

truth and "we hod the advantage because wo saw the glorious Red Army

in actlion" respondent explains. "An unlimited terror invaded the life

of the intel! sctuals and the economical and the politicel, and the

military level, equally. They jammed down the throet of all peonle

terrors all their lives, and people saw such contradictions as, for

instance, - ome of the basis doctrines of Jarxisa is that it is npot

people who form hintary, but it is history that shapes peo le, at

the same times, Stalin was ths 1ife as the Urest Creatar of modern times T

Hespondent holds that Communists had confessed Lhe weaknssses, the |

short-comings of Communiam, of their aystem; if they had emphasised that |

all thase steps they are taking are only intermediary steps- in other

words if they had npot ideal ized reality, thev could have EmiborCCRCENT
- ared much better. Rsspondent tells us that yoouth was not interestad

in indoctrination, They found it irkeome. They found it confused, amd

they found the teachere ill- premmred. They attecked quite often in

class the absurdities of Communism. Hespondent recalls for instance, the

case when thay wera told that Stalin is raking care of the xmxk wel fare

of the poeols of Yoscom, and respondent's father said:" Tell, sre

the Russiens anlmels, that they have to be cared for?". The Communists

spolce again and apgain of plens inspired by Stalin, and they askad each

other why have contimuing scisntific plans inspired by bsik Stalin.

Don't other peoole have nay brains thal they must be inspired by a

great demegogue." Hespondent emphasises that people returning from

W camps from Soviet Eussia,sxsx or, from the battle lipe 1ip Hussia

during the second World War had very much to say, aml thoy were listeped

to very carsfully by peonle. Peorl: all came to the cenclusion thet

the Hungarian people were far ahead of the Russian in frkeiecabuak

st cultural developmont. They found fhe Hungarisns more diligent

than tha Hossisms. Yhen Hussia s, so-called Stakinivitss were brought

to Hungary to demonstrate that their superiord vorking skill, they

weare foumnd! either fakes , or people who were able to do superior work

only for a short tims.

. SRR S

Pacple saw Hussians building and they were "slow as lice".

All in all, all peonle came to the conclusion that Communists 1s the

- greatest Caplitallsm in the v rld - that it is & mono-Capitalism,
end thinking peonle see only great comtradictions in lenintsm, and
“arxism.
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Vhen asked =bout changas in peoples attitude tomard Communiam, |
respondent says that he had been for mtlonalimtion of banks, |
mires and some industries but he hac never besn for creating o
Stete Capitalism, and he thinks that this view of his is generally
shared by Hungnrisns.
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JAJOK DISSATISFACTIONS AS FoLT IN kVAKY DAY LIFe

A. Hespondent sayn that terror amd low-living standards ware the mein
sources of dissatisfaction in Hungary.

B. hKespondant thinks that sside from political things, people have

baen complaining most in Communist Hungary about the isolation of the
country; abtout the cre-sided indootrinatien they recelved; about the

regimentation of the authors, and of course the terror that manifested
iteelf everyvhere. Coming teck to isolation, respondent remsrks that
Houmsnians and Czachs were called "frisndly psoples"democracies" and
yet peoole were isolated from other people living in those countries.
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THE ECONCHIC LIFE

A. The standspd of )1iviog:

Hespondent explains that he had wery little kno'ledge of the
economic life because he lived with his parents and thoy took care

of all of his material meeds. His housing was sescure, and he had
chesper, sasier and far better fooc than if he had had to live on
his own. He sazys that the standard of living wes extremely low, and
we can't imagine how low it was, bocouse 1if we take a complete set of
clothing, it would cost more than {4,000, and respondent's monthly
pey was 1100 forints. Just one owercoat would have cost hin §1600,

Kespondent comsidered the following things as charactsristic of
lugury. A bycicle = golng to a movie - a motorcycle which was far
beyond the dreams of any derent person, or a car. It was a luxury even
to travel, bo explains.

He thinks that clothing caussd the grestest headaches.

He =aye that the living standard of his family, and of his own, wes &
joke. He says that one Hungarian says to another "You lo ow what living
gtands d 157" and the other ssyst"No, 1 don't." The fLirst omo sxplains
to him. "It is like an airplans. The highsr it is for the peocls, the
smal ler it 1s." He draws & parallel betwesn the living-estandsrd of

his folks befors the war and after the war. He seys that the following
fact wes characteristic. Before Communism had taken over, MEREEINFX
his mrents were abla to spend one weel avery year at a sunmer resort
not far from their home. But after, this wae never possible every ysar,
but only once in three yeers.

lespondent lacks information on what particularly was missed as compared
to Living before 1945 but amomeicdmxdksm edomeooemmrnduoes  he can
tell us that peonle had to work much hardsr and that work was more
stremmous ami over 2 period of tize to earn the same 1iving.

Respondent's living stendard was the highest in 1948 when the Forint
economy was introduced, when the currency becams stabilized. It was
the lomest in 1956.

Reapordent volunteers to name two of hisa cquaintances who were bettar
off than any others. The first exsmple concerms his boos, who wes &n
electrical technician, and who had & thre ﬁo- ard he mace

a good salary. His wife alsc worked, mede flothesa and they had ome child
They lived inone housshold with fhelr in-laws who took care of the child

/_ fmr-ﬁ |L1 Fiavysd
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and of the mny chores in the housshol:« The second example is that
ofan inderendent, privats oll-digping company, that ia to say the owner
of it, who sermed s great deal simply because his busiress was sought
after a great deal. .

Heppondent thinks that the sleve-labtor system of the Comminist regime
wes responsible, above all, for the low-living standard during the last
eight years. The Communist system made the working man cissinterested
in production bacause he didn ¢ share its fruits, respondent seys.

By Ipcope:

Hespordent 's monthly income wes in 1956 was 1100 forinta. Approximately
4LU=50 forints were deducted from his pay for union duesn, etc. The
premiums and other extra pay le received were inclueded inthe estimutad
107 forints a month. lespondant md no other source of income.

He was not the head of the family . His father was, and his earnings
suprlementsd that of his fabher. Hespondent received wape increass over
the last fiwe ysars after he made took a technical course, which lastad
for nins months.

hespondant had so listle personal responsibility in the sconomic fimld
a5 ha lived with his perents that he disclaims any knowiedge

of various prices in the stores, and he say® he never carad about tha
various aspsots of economic life at all, so he dossn’t know much about
it.

There i3 one point in which he feel he can supply informetlion. Meamely,
ha found retail goods wers of much higher quality during the Youth
World Convention whish was held in Budapest. The Communists wanted %o
show the world that Hungary actually lived well, apd they supplied all
stores with very good merchandiss during those weeks. Haspondent says
everything was too expensive for regular) purchasing and shoss for
small children were practicslly umavailable.

Hesmondant ssys that black-merlketing was prmcically over after the
ianoroooos crEresery ki inflation was overcome by ‘he currency.

He says that legsl outlets refuse in meny ways plecss td sell spare-
paris in some ins'ances, lard, linan, unlgsz they peid a higher price
than was authorized, He says thet black-mctins butdkeddng pus particularly
dangerous, esvecially if one wes a "Kulec", They were congidered

dark mactioneies end received meversl years in jail.
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D. W 0 g

Haspondent vas an amplifyer-station maintenance worker on long
distance tslephone limes. All long distance, and other 11 ea, ware
owped end operated by the Hun@mrian Poet Bffice. Hespondant worked
54 hours & veek. His main job was checking on instruments and all
equirment, end it was for timing and repair. Hs had this particular
job from cheice, and bacause he had no chance to sttsnd the regular
university, only a night course. He hed aexcellsnt relsations wdth his
superiors. There were about 16 psole ¥orking at this rlace, and the
atmosphere vas very frisndly, and he hed sxeellent relaticns with all
of them - his aasociatos. He was satisfied with his Job, and as wall
with all the conditions except that they were watched by tha AVO.
Since the AVo personnel watching over them were no sxperts, they
had 8 grest desl of fresdom. Sometimes they ecould even play tricks
with ths AVO,

Respondent thinks that his follow workers vware excellent at their
jﬂhﬂi

He thinks that the Hungarian health program was sssentislly very good, |
but that t he compensation program was not gemerous enocugh. Reither
was the vecetion program.

E, Agrioculture: |

Hospondent would prefsr to live in a country town, slthough he |
doean't know whather or not the sgricultural workers have a betier dist |
in Communist Hungary, then the city workers, in spite cf the fact that |
hs thinks that the general standard of living is bettar in towns.

%hen esksd who had an sasier tims polfiticelly, respondent said:" In

Bundapest, paople were not so closely watched. In =ny a smaller place,

however, petiy tyrants controlled all phases of life. It haprened in
gyhara that a preachar, a physician, 8 teacher and resvondent

himielf becims friendly in the summer of '56 and frem' then on, thsy

mat quite rezularly and it turmed out in Oet, '56, Lhat these men and

those meetl:gs were very closely watched by the searet pollca, Respondant

montiona this fsot, to make it clear, what he means by bedng watched in

Byiregyhaza, which is a8 middle-sized town. By middle-sived in Hungary,

we meen somothing between £0=50,000 population.
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Then collectivization was firest introduced in Hungary, respondent
dién't form an opinion, w d with distrust toward this

moveé, becaus he knew of Russia,he had heard of them from
PO® 's who had been in Soviet Hussia. Respondenta current opinion of
collactivization as practiced in Hungary is that perhaps if pecple had
got ten together on their it might have proven a much more effective
ane, but since these RRAERAVAEre called into life by Communiste, most
everything about them is a very sad story.

Acocording to respondent, everybedy, and he empRsises everybody objectaed
strongly to collectivimation.

When respondent is asked if he heard of collectives being dissclved, he
answars that many of those facts are publicly known, because tha
collective farms did net prosper; people were eager to dissolve them.
Those collsctives diin t prosper because of varijous reasons, he claims.
The basic fact is that the members didn't care to put much effart into
the collactive farms, because they were not their own. Another was

that the chairman, usually ferty ssoretariss wim neither cared; nor

knew much about farming, (with exceptions, respondent deema it necessary
to remark) and soms of the eollective farms did prosper, bat those, in
mogt cases were orchards where real experts mampged the farms.

Khen he is asled whather smmuk he would prefer 1ife on a collective farm,
a state farm, or a private farm, as an agricultursl worker, he ssys that
in many cases, it could be very good, o wvery bad, depending on a great
MEny circumstances.

When asked ideally what kind of agricultural system he would like to
see in an Independent Hungary, he answered:" I would depend upon the
paople of Hungary, and upon aprimultural axparta to form my orinion.”
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THE FOLITICAL LIFE
Ay Before 1948:

Respondant began @tting interested in public matters when the Hussilan
teoops captured Nyiregvhaza. The second time, at the end of the second
Porld War, and when they cavtured more than 2000 civilisns in the
following mammer: they issued orders thit all people should report to
work as the muilding of Hungary had to start at once. The unfortumate
pacple who obeyed these calls to assume work the next morning, appeared
to mve made a terrible arror because they were taken to the USSR as
slava labor.

Only & amall percentapge of them came tack after three years, and thoss
told herrible teles sbout the way their companions perished in slave
labor camps in Soviet Hussia. Asrespondent grew up, he became gradually
more intersated in politicis, sarticularly in foreign politics.

Hespondent had neither membsrship in, nor much sygpathy for amy particular
political mrty.Hs always thought very litile of party affiliations.

His father waes a persuaded social-democrat, but not a dogmatie believer
in darxism.

Hespordent knew the tasic facts about Bela Kun and his terror regime
of the Communist Farty of 1918-19. be had nosymmathy for it, for he
knew of Bela Kun's and Ssamuvelly's gory distatership.

Before, and during the wer, respondent had no particular opinion about
the Communist mriy because he counpletely lacked information about it.

There were changes in his attitudea in 1943. He claims that because he
hated the Communist Party and Comunism ss such, and pa. ticularly because
of the fraod they dered to call "elaction®.

B. Compunis® Farty after 19.8.

Respordent claims that he knors several different types of Communist
Party members but he feels ha can divide rhem into larger groups. The
first group are those who joired the party by themsblves. Asong them ha
yner some HLind famatica; he knew many vho wers persuaded communists and
re later dissillusioned. Amcng these ggain, he knew such who dared Lo
revenl this dissilliéionment, and others who didn't dare te do 80.
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fie also knew many unscrupulous opportunists ameng the voluntary

Farty members. He put in the secend group those who were forced into
the Party - those who hed families with smell children, and had to
sascure livlihood that way. Others among these wera paople who worked
in responsible positions, like a head phyeician who gors idered it mmch
mare consoisntous to stay in their posts and to do good wark than to
1_“&

isspondemt feels that by having given ¥a= an estimate as to various
groaps within the Communist Party, he hae made Lheir reasons for joining
and, at this point, he agein emphasises that there ware & great many
dissillusgirped Gomruniats.

Asked about Party politics and the changes during the last elght years,
resnondent says; alter the Hajk trisl in 1949, terror iricrsased. Tha
Party leadership was furious and incressed terror to gain & groater
hold of the population. In 1953; the program of Imre Nagy brought
relayation snd respondant thinks that the mosi important fact in these
relazations was that people were allowed Lo have debates, even in the
Army. People took advantage of the situstion and reiszed & gond many
doubts and voiced them. After the phase of the Imre lagy relaxmbions,
tha reaction from the Rakos¥clique reverssd this, and no more debates
were ellowad. At the sane , 1t is trus, they were very hard to
stop, but as far as Farty policies are concermed, they were very
anxious t0 ses debates complete stopped. In the winter of '55, and
particularly in the spring of '56, when the rehabilitetion processes
bepan,serious debates ensued, The 2uth Farty Congress was, of coursa,
most important in offecting changes. 5:ill the marty policy was to
allow dehates tut only "constructive criteism™ and no "demopgoguary”,
but peorls were anxious to take advantage of these relamtions. &
haprened, as an example, thrt in a noeiing under the chairmanshlp
krezasbat Andics that orme of the participants in the meeting sa id

that in the present situation, Hakosl is én toceshowf one side

of the scalas,and the innocent victims of his regime, are on the othar.

Respondent thinks that changos {n Party policiss mw= occurred because
the bankruptey of the regime was completely apparent snd they wanted
to hesd off 8 disastrous turn of evants.




2=id
HLR X1/ 19

Hespondent thinks that there were seriovs differences within the
Farty. Farty mambers didn't dere do, or say, much.

Speaking of Party mormle, he says that es to the rank and file members
the Communist reign of terror pe meated everything. There was very
real terror in esvery segment of the Communist Party.

Respondent says that the aims of the leaders of the Communist Yarty
are to serva the Soviet Unlon well and to secure power of the police
state over all of thelr subjects.

Feced with the guestion vhether Perty leaderahip beliaves in the
stated purposs of the Party, respondent answars: " I wonder if they
are of the mind, or think that we azre, %o believe them. I was in the
Army when I asksd a visiting Gepergl:' Whe was to deceive whom?',
and that Ceneral was not at ease in ans erin. me.®

Speaking of the psroopal ity and the motives of the top leadars,
resnondent says that gensrally sp sking upsard from County level, the
Poty leadars are "power-mmd", soldisrs-of-fortuns, am opptomists,
unscrupnlogs and pmerally speaking, the scum of ths earth,

Raspondent is convirced that thers is an immense difference betwesn
leaders and members. Party meetings wera hated by the rank and file
members. The Party Secretary read us something; a few, ssconded nis
speech = apole polishers forced by threat to be loyal; others, clapped
guife involuntarily, and nobody falt like saying anything, or saying
anything.

Whan Hungary is indeapandent, respondant thinka, that the top Hungarian
Comnunists should stand trial, and be made responsible for their misdeeds,
and that the punishments they would receive in the course of such a trial,
should not be jail, nor pemstentiary, but forced labor, so they coulc
"build socialism"”.

ont
Speaking of various forms of opposition, respomdent hastena to reaark
that he hes pever heard of any work-slovdowms becanse peopla were
anxicus tc barn their daily bread, but that he know of meny criticism.
In 19532, wien the relaxation program of Imre Napy was Lfrmxamk affect,
thers was a wave of stromg coriticism, and again in 1956. By the Fall

of 156, people dared to speak operly. You e uld hear a lot of criticiam
in the street cars snd in trains, Then peopls were reainded that this
wae a dangerous and destructive attitude, they referred to the fact
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that these debates started within the Party. hespondent says that
more and more paople spoke out in the omn and over that, it was
topped by press publicity. Tale for instance, such an ocutapoken
paper as HETFOI HIRLAP. Tte first issus, which apwared in August
or Septenbar, seid quite opanly:"We have lied so far. let's stop Lti"

haspondent thinks that in oppostion behavior, the declsive role was
played by free speech.Even though actually not psraitted, people
still practiced it. Be thiniks that mainly the workers who spoke the
most courageously, =nd asasingly enmugh, comson soldiers.

This opoosition behavier wee not conpidered actuslly effective; it
wrs somthing not dome in a systemmtic way, but rather ina matural
weys Acting upon netural instincts, and love of fresedom, people
expectad changens.

Asked what kind of opposition bebavior lapoeémed more often, he
enphasines that its and debatas, and mbates, did the trick. A free
change of ideas and griewances amounted o 'he sturdiest type of
opposition which let people know how other peopls felt.

Asked about the activities of the intslleoctuals, respondent says that
the formation of HETFOI HIWLAP wes the rallying point of nawamen

who longed for freedom and who dared 'o do something sbout its The
IRODALZT UJSAC was the rallylng point of authors with the same attituodas.
FETOFT EOR &8 PITOFI CIHCLE in tnglish, was the rallying point of
pople vho were neither suthors nor mevamen, tut longed for dofng
something in the intellectual way <« they wished to sxpress their
longing for freadom. Origimlly, the Petofi Circle had been, respo dent
explaire, the discussion club of DISE.

He explaing thet the Patofi Circle was well-knorm. It becams well-known
after its famous first m eting whaen Tardoa nnd Dery spoke. This meeting
was either in June, or in July. Me hoard about it in Nyiregyhaza.
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When respondent isacsked what he cpuld tell us ahout the

"intellactual farment®™ prior to the Potofi meetings, he is eager

to explain that p ople were not aware of sry so-caled "imtelle  tual
ferment" or any preparation far a revolution, but the protlems of

the day fillad minds completely and noons among the comson peopls
looked formard to anything definite except lor changes - simply changes.
In that respert you may call it a ferment, he agrees, and he refers

to STABAD NEP, the of ficisl Comrunist organ, which cuite outspokenly
eriticised circumstances and evan persons.

"hen he is asked if the intellectuals have anything new to say - orwere
they just the ordinery ideas everyone held, ete., respondent tells us
tha' he saw two issues of IHODAL.I UJSAQ and he thinks thet the

mere fact that authors and newpaper men spoke up freely and gave shape
to what peonle actuslly felt and thought and said to aach other in a
rather eonfidential way was very much to thelr credit, and contlusively
regnondant thinka that the role of these people mums sumparised

the ideas of the peonle.

Hespondent's reaction to tham wee, at that time, that those were very
valuatle end valiant paople and it seamed to 'hinm that all of that was
& mrolude to the revolution.

Hespondent is grestly embarrassed when ashed what ha [lelt in general
about the intellectusls, he thinks they sre not a certaln and ssparate
class in sociely and organised, as they might of apresred, they were
a large mumber of individuals. :

The intellectusls stood up against the regime because thueir experiences
showed to them that it was pgood in every rospect, and becsuse it becams
poesible for them to say what they thought, or at lesnt cart of what
they thought because the pressure sased. Any normal person, resnondant
says, must hove sesn ths complste .pral and intellectual snd economical
end politieal bapkruptey of the regims. ks n matter of courss, sducatsd
pacple, devoted to intellectual thoughts, mst have formed that opinion.




27l
HLR 111/ 42

THe APPARATUS OF PR Ed

A, The secret police:

Respondent considers the police mre crimimals, completely and utierly
nirrow-minded, rubber-stamp men and sadist,...the soum of the earth.
He had persomal experience with the AVO op the occasion when be vms
arrested on Ycto. 26, '56, about which experience he told us in the
story of thoss dreadful days. He also had par.onsl experisnce with the
mepbare of the AVD, who were meaigned to check on the oparati n of the
amplifying statien,et which respondent was warking.

dsspondent mever knew of any AVO member, nho wanted to leave the AVD
or who suffered remorse, etc,

He thinks that members of the AVH should be kimixtooms tried in
court, and that these trizls should “e open to the publiec.

To the question as to hos the regulsr police compared wilh the

AVH, resp ndent enswers:" They had no control over prliticel 1ife,

but they were under the control of the AVH. In 1953, when Imre Nagy

rock over,the poesr of the AVDO was curtailed. From then on, Hungarian
authorities vere anxious to pretend that the A'H and the Flus Police ware
actuslly equel, which wes cnly & farce ae the Hlue Polioa were complately
under the direction of tha AVH.

Respordent wants to make en additiomal s'stement to the question which
hé spawared cnly partially before, namely: ths question as to whathar
he had ary personal experience with membors of the AVH, This is what
he hes to add +o his s tatement:? I prepared the teletypes of the
Nyiregyhasa AVO; The prisonsr canp at Tissalok, snd of the AVO border
guard of Zahory, and of the border guard of Myirtator. ‘o experiancud
just about the seme in overy AVO station hut particularly at the

AVO of Myiregyhawa. Upon entering, he met noope in the corridors and
he found cut that ths members of the AVO had bean officially alarmed
that the visitors vere coming. He mes let in thr'ugh a mize of bars
and locke and let out th: same way. le w 5 cdlled upon not to tell
anyore what he saw at the AVO stations; particularly at the priscner
camp at Tiszalok. Ynce 1t hao emed that! he cslled 2 wrong mumber which
hapened to ke the Mnisier of Defense and the local AVU officiale
ware thers in a fev mimtes to irvestigate how he cculd hit wpon the
secrat numbsr of tha dinister of Defense. Hespondent adds that he

saw at th AVO stations &g well =22 &t the smplifying station that

any equipment of comuunications wan locked up, seslsd, and closely watched.
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hespondent feels that he doesn't hsve encugh informstion to judge
theé regular police as to its competency, but he regretfully remarks
that the regular police carrisd out the govermment ordars up to
the revolution, and up to 1953 ws pret!y arrogant;froam then on,
mich lass arrogant. Hespondent doesn't think thers was much
gorruption within the regular police.

During the revolution, the regualr police gave arms to the Freedom
¥ighters in & great many places. “n soms places, the entire body

of police went over to the fighters, respondent understands, like

in ¥yirsgyhaza, where the AVO fled and axcept for a major, the police
stayed ant helped set up civilian guards and marticipated with them.

B, Tha courte:
Haspondent has no information t raport om the courts bafore 1945.

fisspondent didn't know much about the psopla's courts in 1945-47-

Ha mésn t interestséd in them at all, but e heard people say there
were trials of torture conducted by People's courts, but he is not
sure that his information is true ¢ false. The Hajk wes rehabilitated
respondent learned that it had beea "ajk who hed been responsible for
orgnizdng the secfet police as well as tlhe Feople's courts. At least
it was “ajk mho startsd arganizdng them. ater it hapoered tha Hajk
was tortured by the sams men of the AVH for whom he crested that
hideous organizetion. Hespondent also heard the Hajk was tortured as
much a8 any other prisoner accused of heawy crimes, and perhaps even
mora severely.

faspondent doesn't know how the "war crimirels” were handled. He said
that without any doubl there were Hungarians who solé thair country
down the river to the Germans. These particularly were people with

a strong Uerman back;round. hespondent thinks the real traitors whoulid
bs tried and much p2ople were the real traltors.

C._The Hunmarien Argy: Asked about the role of the army in the
revolut ion, respondent said that the vntise army sided with thefight
for fresdom. The sided with it, at leact after ons, two, or perhps in
some ceses, thres days of not knowing vhat was golng on, and if thay
knew without appraclating 1t.

The Jinistry of LUefense hada wery strorgly Stalinistic -minded top

leadership. The Stalinists tried to prevont the national, petrictically

minded slemants who wore among them Trom actively participating in the
revolution. A proming weemksy confusion and anarchy pervaded the
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many places swnimaxidmairxipdigx on the 3,4,5,6th, and first

fow days of November when they found ocut that semy of the officersa
who tad sided with the revoluticn now played the cards of the Kadar
regi-e. There had been some confusion durdng the {irast few days of
the revolution but later practically all military unites went over
to tha side of the revolutionists - ith or without, their officers.

“any units sent their soldiers home in the first few days. Haspondent
hud 2 parsonal experisnce that soldiasrs in Kecskamet wemt revolutiopary
when the Hussisns attacked omgain, on and a‘ter Nov. the 4. Respondent
saw those lacslamet soldisrs antrenched around the clty so that they
could dofend it. cespondent md an experience in Debrecen that

the soldiers volunteersd to uphold public order and that they did it

in an exsmplary way. Hespondent concludas his remarks with the
assartion that In the few places where sume clash occurrsd batween
Fraedom Fighters and the military, many soldiers desarted their units
and took sides with the revolutioniats.

Hespondent says that he had this information during the revolution.

He dosen't think thers were any patterns discernible as to how membora
of ona social class and others of tha other sociel class reacted to
the same events.

If there wers any differences whatspever, they rere batween officers
and enlisted men = particularly betwssn field grade officers - unrard
from gajor. The fislill grede officers were hand-plcked Communista,
Very few smong them sided with the revolution.

L]
At to geograrvhical differsnces, respondent much depended upon how
closs either to tha western border or Mrmestinmmximeder to Budaneat,
that person wag. <perking of differonces, in generrl, rospondent says
that of course most depended on the leaders, or those who became l:aders
during the revelution.

Vhenssksd if surprised by the army's sction during the revolution, he

ives this information:" When 1 wes a scldier, 1 told my supariors that
the Soviet Union could not eount on the Hungardan soldiers.At that tise,
1 didn't think, nor before the revolution that so many soldlars w uld
atand up in bold action against their ovm ol ficers.®
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Speaking of the eveyyday life of the armgy in genersl, respondent
explains that whila he had been a soldier - goldiering was not

in gukkes i ite permitfive wey - there was nothing else but actual
drilling and ftraining snd indoctrimation , all gearsd to make tha
soldisrs first class Communist citizens.

Respondant explains that attitudes of soldiers torard officers and NCOs
¥a8 varisc.

During hie army experience, most officers thorcughly hatad. The more
intolligent and the more liberal cres much less and there were excert ions
¢f comrss,; who were liked. Hespondent here usea s comparison which

wae often used by his assoclates:™ In timee pone by he Hungasraima Army
Officers of the Horthy regims looked down upon their soldiers, most of
whom were much less educated than they were. “ow, however, they -the

o ficers gre lese educated than most of the soldlers, and their soldiars
look down upon them."

By pocial clags moat officers and enlisted men are of the peasant and
worker closa., The Communists wers slways very anxious to prove that
thair leacers come Trom tiiome clastes. Uf these people, mainly charmoters
who lated to work and liked to boss, wers many. Yher pecple who liked
to give peocls hell, were the ones who JNEfix becsms NCOs and officers.
Some of them were partlicularly vicious peopla, end the only way the
soldiers found wae to tell them:" New yon are yourselfl®

The majority of the officars were Communists but the ambitious ones
among them wers hated by their fellow officars.

Spen ing of their relstions to the enlisted mean, rospondent says that
thare were very great Individual differances, but tiﬂ lpinml pieture
wzscharqoferized by the fact that since poorly officers facec
battﬁr;aﬂﬂhé soldiers. they were anxious to compensate for ‘he=ir
lack of dducation by playing up thair ranks. hespondsnt tells a

hardly belisvatle svory wnich thie interviewer belioves only becsuse

he has known the respendent for four months and pretty wall., This story
is abtout 2 ear mutiny. UCn one day, at his barracks, in Aiskunlachaza,
(abocut forty kilos from Hudapsst).

Haspondent could not compare officer and enlisted men relationships

e i

R— Y
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of befara the wer with thosas of the Communist phase, because of
lack of knowledge, and the same is true about changes during the
ravolution.

As to competency of thas officers and NCUs, respondent says ‘hat
taehnically thoy were wall trained, so as far as soldlering and
fightin goes, they were all first class.

0f good and bad of ficers, he says that there wers certain such,
and it decended very much uoon what kind of a guy ons, or tha other, was.

Hespondent wever saw any discrimimmtion in lhendling scldiers, tut at
the same time, he emphasises that there might have been diserimination.

Speaking of political indoctrination within the army, he explains, that
such indootrinstion amounted te purification of the regime and of the
Soviet Union.

This is how reapondant desoribes the attitude of his &ssoclates in the
grmy;" dany of us were conpletely ¢lsimterssted in politics. Uthers
were interested btut btored by whit was piven us. Uthers sgain, who
perticipatsd gave their opinion quite freely. Thersa were no apnie-
polishers fn our unit, which means that there opinicns were very
eritiesl.”

As to opposition behaviour, reapondent says:"Of course, there wmas a
lot of oppositon behaviour. Tske “he basic fact in politicsl classes
where we had to take notes anoc moot of us refused to., Ve tught to hava
learnad every statement, and cught %o have reclited the vary thing
grthusiastically, and nothing of that aver took place."

D, Husgiap troors®

Thne asked whether the Hungarlan fealings abopt tha dpsaisn army are
dua to the evepte stemming from LB48, he becomes irate and indignant.
"Our boys cidn t dentroy Hussian tanks bacause “he Hussians had been
in Hungary a c&ntury ego but becausa thuy ware there, right thenl®
ieppondent admite thet if in 1945, no Hussians had come in there would
have bean some ill-Tesling asrinst the fuesians because of their role
in 1848 and in the first World ‘ar, and meinly of the Soviet system of
the peonls had heard a groat desl, and above all, because of tha treatment
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allotted Hungarian P¥e in Soviet Husansia during World War II.
But nothing wruld Smwx compared with the impression the Russians
matle on Hungarians by what they comnit¥ed in 1945 in Hupgary its 1f.

nespondant exnlaine ebout expectaticns that many workers expscted
A betterment of their lot. Germen occupation and Nzi-fsm were hated
and something better was expected, especially by the most down-irodden.

Hespondet's most personal experisnces with the Husslan A in 1945

rere tragic. He persorelly saw 2 numbsr of Huasjampm 1iterally drowned

in wine. He saw Russiams who had climbed Into huge barrels to drink wine
and became intexicatad and drowped in it. Others drownsd just in tha
wine callar jus’ because they orensd the borrels and became intomicated
and lay down Inths rine which llooded the celler. dg axperlenced rapes
sommited by Hussizn soldiers. Sumarily he anfu,“t':m Hussian soldiers
nere trash.They were unbelisvably prisdtive. lheir standard in
civilization wan below imegirmtion, batches, clock, bycicles ware wholly
unknorn to nost of them."

Hespondent's atritude,an wall as Lhat of others, he estimat- s, was
that of contempt and hatred toward "Glorfous Med Army". His contempt
bacame more acute in the course of time, and he thinke the same ls
true about cthers. At the sam ti®, howaver, & grsat pity developed
in his feelings, and he thinks meny peopls shared this plty - because
they s aw that the Russisn pecple ‘hemselves wer. not of 11l will, only
utterly primitive.

Respondent had parsonal experiences with fusgsian froo 8 because over

a period of tie, mors than 100 lived in thsir house, and this interviewsr
refors at this pol t, to the report of respondent about tho days of ‘he
revolution which gives a jeners)l picture of the occupation sol: fers and
that they were " no good®. Thare were no relations betlween Hungarisns

and the ceupation troops in Nyirvgyhaza. There mere mo huassian troops
statiom@d thoere. Hespondant estimn es that there were not many soclal
contacte elther, because once he was in & duselan berrecks while he

was in the Hunarlan army, and he talked tier tc Husaian soldiers, and

he found that thay were not nermitted to lsave thes barracks. For instance,
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he tallked with one *ussian soldiser who acknowledged that he naver
got oat of the barracks in three years.

Ask=d whether e had any conduct with Hussian scldie:rs or officers
during the revolution, he says that the crew of one Hussjan tank
vhich ressed through Nylregyhaza told them that thay were golng home,
and he, as well s others, stunding there, hugged the fuasian scoldiers
end expressed great affection towaird them themimuie they left Hungary.
Hespordent refers to his report on the nhasa of the revolution.

He thinks thal the Hussian troops which stayed in Hungary didn't fight
well, snd he heard & grea! deal sbout that. For instance, he heard
from a vary good friend of his that this friend saw a Hussian unit
M,Enr::nnr which camped in a fisld sl) during the revolition and
didn t =tir.

lespordent did not see, but heard of cases, in which Soviet soldiare
helpad Hunpariane, ernd refussd to obsy their superiors and *hen desertsd
erd fought on the side of the Huigariana in which they fought against
the AVH, and fought against each othar. i

Asked about Imdividual brutalities of the Sovist soldlers tomard
lungarians, respondent says that he saw on Nove 9, or 10, in tha
osondy gtreet in Budapest a senséless firirg at oivilians, and the
kidmoning of two womsn.

By The buresucracyj

nespondent explains that he had no experisnce whatacever with amy
pert of bureavcracy. sc he couldn't answer any of the questiona -afer-
ing to it.

F. Eribes:

lespondent explaina the sam2 as stated in the -éragravh above.

., C L, of offis 5

tespondent found that the secret police wer: impenioun in invernting
and carrying ot mnoexy measures securing secracy.fe found them very

circumspect In posting their peepls in ever- spot which can be econsidared
sansitive in the machinery of ztote.
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Hespondent feels that army lsadership had very good tachnical
knowledzse in its oon field.

He had no exparisnce with buresucracy, &0 he couldn & judge
their efficiency.
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ASSESSSENT OF FUTUKS PROSPACTS FOR HUNGARY

A, Hext few vears:

Interviswer is asked to put anaswers to ths question ss to the fulure
of Yungary down, verbatim, if possible. Here 1s the result s

nIf I could tell what's going to happen, 1 could also say that would
be the rext PFooa."

Fhan respondent is requested totry to estimate what would hapren |
tnlluingary, he finally answers :" svery phase of 1ife will be taken |
over, mora than before, by the AVO", |

About the West, ha had this to say:" The Test will meditate what it
ought to have dope in the pest.”

About, Russian policy in the future, respondent estimotes that open

tarror will be exercised in the worst form: "Since whatever the Ruasians
do, nothipg haprens dn the Western Vorld to prevent them from dolng 1t.
Oreat Hungerisns fought for a cons!itution similar te that of the U5,

and sti1l found & great meluctance to do anything for them. LI we compare
with that what protests were made throughout the Communist world and
everywhare where communists are  hen the Kosenberg pouple were to ba
sxecuted, the comparison would leave the free world xmmmeuix® in shams."

When asked sbout a Foland-type solution, ha saye: "Hungary massod

that stape. If CGero had made concilistory remarks in Bis history
making epesch on Uct. 23rd,compromises would have besn the solution

in the Hungmrlian crisis. low, of coursa, everything 1s lost, andita not
{mpossible that people would have split hkkmmiy cven amall concessions
with bitter apathy.”
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Very resclutely, respondent explains that he is against all

wars. he thinks it would be the craatest mmd"if he wished there to
bs var betteen the UBSR and the Uni'ed States.'ls aske:" THY and ROW
would a war come about?" He fears that were there a war, Hus lanp
whereye unitsd, although now as ‘hin gs s'and now Russians are greatly
fxcistest devided.

fpapondent thinks that internaticonal pressure should be put on the
USSR, shart of wer. He thinks we wait now for changes in the Soviet
Union which might result ina revolution throwing over tha communist
regime. At ' he same time, he remarimd hat during the Hungarian
revolution, the tims was ripe for a revolution throughout the Soviet
Orbit, and that Testern help should hava been given Hungary.

8. Hopes ip kx retrospeck:

Hespondent recalle that he had no expsctdtions for the future during
tha last ¢en years at &ll."™ I thought that the Yest wouldn't care at
8ll, and I was proven right." he szays, bitterly. "I saw no peint for
the Wesat to save Hungary, slthougn I was not aware how badly Imngary
had buzen sold down the river at ¥zlta. 5ti1ll it seamad to ms that
the Vast wmas too egotistic to diwewioomye pey any attention to poor
Hungary's plight." Measpondent recalls thet many pecpls thought that
the United States would liberate Hungary, and particularly the HFE
vas ocredited with holding out hope: to peorle. Some peopla evam thought
timt they heard RFL saying that next spriog they forces of the Yaest
would Somdwcinnpnxgx liberste Hungary. But respondent decided to
leava Hungary and nevar belleved rumoura thet Hungary would become
free.
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SOCIAL, POLITICAL, AND ECONGHIC IDSOLOGY

Re IWH=

Hespondant exnlains that the system ne would liks to see in Hungary
would be similar to Switserland, or dustris, “elonging to no ons,
aend with democrutic freedom for the pecpls to decids what systems in
economy and in any oongrebe detail they might dssire.

B. Eccpomic systeq:

When respondent is asked that an inderendsni Hungary should emphasisze
sprioulturel. or industrial, he sayei"Same, well-traired economic
leadars are tha moat im-ortant in Hungary and they should declide whatl
andhow.

Hespondent answaers tha same way wmhen askad which product should be
emphasised particularly and which should be abandoned. Hungarian
experts should decide it, he maintaina.

Mationsl snteror’ses, he says, that mammobh enterprises whould “ilong
to the state but the fate of all otherr again should be decldad by

Hungarian experts.

ne: kolkhozes snd state farms, ha says: ""hat ths peovle decide, above
gll the psasants. He adds that he -ersopally would be in favor of
returning all smsll ferms 1o privete owners. Hezpondent thinks that

the povernmant ahould set a maximum limit to the amount of land a2 family

Wy oW,

Lospondent laughs when hs is ssked which of two kinds of govermment
would he prefer if he had eonly {we choices: ome secewing freedom ot the
individuzl, and the other (uarantesing a living without the fresdoms.
How could we ask such a gquestion, he says, when he nas time after time
risked his 1ifs to fight for freadom.

This i3 respondenta’ answer to Lhe cuestirn whothar or not he would

be in favor of outlawing the Comnunist party in am indepandont Hungarys
nIf the communiats mansge to win two seats in a free election, that ia,
two seats in a Farliament, they deserva to have tham., I,for ome, think
that the mimute the Kussians lsave Hunary, the Communist party wouls
go to piscesa. 1 think so hacause last fall, they did leave, and the
Communist fa ty did pollapse.
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on
C. This is respordent's stand xsmt the position he would
et want Hungary to have IDSALLY,

" Hungary first must have independence end must Pecome neutral,

and its only than the Bungarian psople can investigate whather they
wvant to go into a larger unite - for instance a Tanubian, or a

United States of burope. At any rate, such things cannot be daterminad
in advance, or at least, not by me."

isspondent emiles how we could ask him whether he heard of the idea

of [apubian States bzfore, He says of course it was

Louis Kossuth's idea and he read sbout it even in the school text-books.
flespondent emphsises that such or any other federation could not be
brought about by force. He says:"It should ripen in peonle's mind".

Respon ent salwmomkws sugpests that sll stetsswho desire shoudl he
included anc be part of it.

Raspondent thinks that it is primary concern of the Hungarian people
to have their independence and nsutrality amd ite only then that
they would consider amy larger unit to whom to beleong.

Respondent does mol {ind Hungary's presernt bo
He wants to mee territorisl adjustments sccord | TBOLT-aE

of nations®, He emphsirzes the Shodogmciwmx prims inpurt.nm- of
pletescitas to decide whe! group of peoples wamts to belong to Hungary,
and what group tof meiphboring stetas.

Respordent i1s gravely concerned about the fate of Hungarian minorities
living outside of Hunpary, particularly now, he adds. The whole quastion
is utterly important to nim, ko he thinks that it is the central
probleg, second only fo Communism.
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THs FORMATION OF PUELIC OPINICN

A. Yorld events:

Hegpondent heard in the Spring about Khrushchev's secret speech
to the 20th Farty Congress. He heard from people who listaned to
American radio s*ations. Hespondent himeell wasn't interested. He
expeoted nothing from the West, and he didn't pay any attention to
anything until he saw action.

He heard much about Semator JcCarthy and the Un-Amsrican Activities
Comnittes. He heard in seminaries, on the radlo, and read of it in
the Hungarian papers, and thay all said thst Llcz‘fnrth;-,r was a dan arous
fascist, apnd that he brought the develormont of Capitalism to a
logical phass - the phase of Fascisme. The Compunists tried to make
him ridiculous and through him, the entire Americen leadership,

then respordent is asked about the fall of Peron, he asks:"Guatamalaj
Khich CountryT" It seems to respondent that that time he Imew detafls
asbout the Fallof Peron and it seems to him that he hssrd that Peron
fell upon Amarican influence, and that Amarica wanted him to fall."

hespondent didn t kmow anything sbout Kakosi's private life. He
knows only that~he showed up sometimes with nis aged wife, usually
not more often tot he gemeral public thanm at the ballot boxes.

Bs_Hapdipe habitgs

Hespordent read allkinds of newspapers and he Tormad some realistic
opinions, quite independent of what he found in Communist papers.
He read magazines only which dealt with peography. His Mathsr read
several mgazima and he bought them after church every Sunday,

Respordlent read bocks dealing mainly with history and geography.
He vas too young a boy to judge what was avaialble for reading h-fore
and during the war. The same is trus about changes.
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During the l=st eight to ten ysars, in Hungary, respondent read
fairly frequently the following newspapers: Sgabad Nep ;
NEPHALSEREG, SIABAD, IFJUSAG, VORCSZ SOLYZ, LUDAS ]J.T!.,

TARTOS BhMT*IE.P‘I MﬂMGRmT TRODALNT ﬂql'E.!U:], HETFO1 HIRLAF.

Hegpondent read carefully only foreign policy aml sports.

Ha pays his confidence was never born, soc it never died. He had
confidence only in the IKODALN'I UJSAG, ANL HoeTFOI HIKLAP,
itaapordent was perticularly distrustful to domestic policies in
the rapers; asa far fo eign policy, he thinks he was able to r ad
between the lines, and generally speaking, he remarks that lately
he found some imp ovement in +he press. For instance, zisenhover's
speech mgiomk &' Upogvea was fairly well printed in the Hungarien
FRerse

Haspondent didn t care to read statistics, and anmy detalled reportis
on anything.

Haspondent takes a [irm stand, as he facad with more questions conterning
r«ding habits, and he bursts out:" Aoh, I saw wsll enough of things
that happenad ard I didn't need any presa repoert to learn the truth

or thes uantruthl®

Hs maver read any publications from the USHR or other satsllites., Has
never read any putlications From the West or European omas eithuer, that
atewmed from the Vest, except leaflets vhich we will come to laten |

There were a rumbsr of illegml books in respondent‘'s father's library
apd there were & nuab=r of books in His own library which = wvouth
litermture and hisfory - were put into drawers and we.s not much afraid
of baing anorehendsd becaus of those possessionn,

haspondent said he loaned and he borrowed books which fall into this
catepgory. Gensrally spedk ing, he thinks that proseribed boocks in
oeopla's possessionz wers acquirec ond not destroyed.

Cs Tord—of mouth: saspondent got most news about the Soviet Union from

priscners of war wao had been in upth-it;f thare. He was verymuch interented -

in haring detailed accounts of theoir's. He also hesrd rumours of
Amarican holp forthooming but he mid no atstention to thope rumrurs.
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Hespordent thinks that the detailed acoounts that he received from
POs about the Sovdet Union were very relisble, and they wers
strinkingly wanimous. He couldn't judge mich about rumours becauss
he never comsidered them sericusly, he says. He considered rumours
which cams from {risnds whose actions were okay ns moro reliatle,
and from those whose overall behaviour was beyomni repreach. He
didn't pass information on to others.

¥ _Stpgs ppd Hoviest despondent went very seldom to the lepitimate
thes teg, but h: want cnoe or twice a month to the movieS.eiesnenes
The two plays that responcdent narticularly liked were THERE AR: THH:s
OF THE GIHLS and TOACHLIGHT. This Jatter jdaymst wes a nlay about
Louin Kogputh. The two nictures respondent liked most were ThHE LADY
OF THE CRMELLIAS and FrOFLe IN THeSs SNCHCAPIED JOUNTAISS.
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SNE DR LR G RN EE YEX O PTG
EVENTS QUTSIEE OF HUNGARY

4. Rugaia:

Respondent's views on the possible chance of change within Hussia
are exoreased in the following words:" iy only hope is a terrible
exnlosion within Soviet Hussia which would blow un the entire Empirs."

Hespondent thinks that i1t is very hard to guess what people in

Hussia think about the Communist regime, but former Hungarian prisorers
who had been in Huscis told him that Upssians expect liberation; that
the Hussisnn to whom they had talked in Soviet Hussia had bean well
gware of their being oppressed.

Respondent believes that a revolution within Soviet Hussia has much
more liklihood than graduwal changes which will effect the same,

fiespondent thinks that in spite of their long lasting and ruthlass
oppression, the Soviet psople would still be in favor of ¢ emooracy
if they had completely free salections.

Respondent thinks it very hard to answer -~ its a resl puzele- to
ray what the toep lesders cof Russia ars like.. He seys this is the
trauble with Amaricans, they just cannot imagine that there are
peonle who bahave Like thet.

When trying to describe personalities, and motives, respondant comes
%0 the concluslon that as far a=s he ren tell the nuopets in Soviet
Hussia are the worst crininels the world has ever seon.

hskad how the top lsaders differ in dungery from those in Huasia,
he say~:"The Hussians dictate - the Hungerian top Communist leaders
follow liks dops."

B, sast : .
According to respondent Poland and cast Cermary are the most oopular
countries in Fuangary, and Czechoslavakla and Houmania, the least.

Respondent had sevaral contacts with with Dungarians in Hoomenia and
Cezechoslavakia. He share these feelings sbout them.

dAgeponient says that froe elections could bo held in these countries
only after ths Soviet Union withdrews; then, he has no doubt that
Communism would be over in & matter of a few days and democracy would
tr iumph.
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In rospondent’s opinion, the best standard of living is in
Chechoslavakia and tast Uermany, snd the worst in Homa#ia and
Bulgaria.

C.Polands:

respondent's intaroretation of Polish develorments are these:
"Since Foland 1s occupied by a forkidable fussian ogcupation army,
it has no rea]l chance and no reel change can ba affected,”

He thinks all (Qomulka's pains are due to the Hungerian revolution,
end that no other comcessions which hawe bsen glven tec him somisbomb
kaxaxiean had the Hungariana not reveolted so heroleally.

Hespondet's idea of & future develomment in Peland is very pescimfstic.
He says that he expects ths Poles to gradually leose what they gained
from the Hus«ians."The Hussians will eat them up except if they can
revolt."

Respondent 's opinion has not changed during the last five or six =months.

He thinks the svents inFolamd, particulerly the Porman xikz riots evolkead
interest, an theHungarians hoped the rlots would be sugcesaful. A
great many of them prayed for the FPoles., The common Hungarisn people
talknd quita openly aboot the polngs on in Peland, he says, and they
wishad them the best.

Hespondent feals that any gafin within the slave smpire is hopefully
end not envicosly locked upon by ‘heir people within the framework
of Soviet opprearicon.

Hespondent did not —ey any attenlion to Folish events until the revolution,
because his mind was completely full of the grave happenings in his own
town. Ma thinks most of the Hungarisns were of the same mind in those days.

Hespondent lacks information ss to what measure of freedom sxisted in
Poland befors Gomulks's rise to power, and b-fore the Poznan riots.

He does not f=el able to judpe wh:t people in Hunpary gemsrally knew ahbout
thasa.

hespondent and others got 'nformation through Communist press and radio,
and through the radip stations of the free Fest which relay programs.
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Hespondent explains when he is asked whether he would have preferrsd

that the Hungarian revelution tale a path along the Folish lines,

that the Polish lime itself was made possible by the Hungarian revolution.
Consequamtly, Hungary itself could never have followed the path of

the Polish developments. The Poles took that course of action, respondant
{s desply convinoed, and wanta ua to b-ar in mind, becansathe Polish
peonle feared that Hungary's trajedy will te thler lot. Had they seen
Bungary triwphant and victorious, they could hav: followed the same

path as the Fungarians did.

L. Yugoglavia:
Hespondent feels that "Netional Communiam" is an invention of the Weat,

Es is convinoed that Tito is driven more by persomal ambition than by
anything else, and he thinks that Tito's relations with other

«ast suropean mticns depends completely what the situation in doscor is.
Tito's relations t o doscow i= changing, and his relations with the Taat
are changing, %o say the least, rospondent emphasises.

Hespondent 'a view ofyTito's poaition vis-a-wis Hungary and the
Hungarian revolution is a very comnlicated matter, Tito challengsd
Rusaia and Mhrushchev went apelogizing to Tito and this was not
eporeciated in Hungary by the Communist l2adership. During the
Hungarian revolution, Tito seemed to condamn the USSR for its ruthless
ection. The Hunparians expected help from Tito, but at xksk lasi,

he turned against them. When we vanted to go ses Imre Napgy at the
Yogoglev Smbmssy where he took refupe, we were not parmitted to do ao,
by the Yogoslavs. Theentire issue of Imra Napy extradition by the Yogo
glav Embasay was & highly muzzling matter.”

Hegnomdent dieclinas to take a stand on Tito—-ism Iin varions satellite
na' lons becsuss of the lack of informetion. He talkos & similar stard
on Tito's pooalarity erd his nvomition in genersal in Yogoslavia.

Es fAgin and the Middle-East:

Hespondent thinks that the Communists gined control of Chins beczuse
won itungs arwy hag fought with Russis tecking for decades, let alons
with Huesian waapons and ammunition.

Kesnordent thinks that perhaps communist China is more intimste with

Hoscow than any other Communist scuntry, buthewouldn't give & def'nite
gncraisal.

Haspordent clalme lack of knowledge about the rulations of Xiaacmix
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Hespondent claims lack of kmowledge sbout the relations mdfx
betwasn lndia and bngland.

Whan he i3 asksd abeut his ideas of the invasion of the Suesz

Camal, he says:" Toomcorsremimwiomeecd poodmsdomdnmmaddoct

mm Hespondent says that the Anglo-French irvasicn
was not justifisd morally, and above al. it had & very imd tiring.

If the timing had not tean so dissstrous it could be a matter of

dabata becauss it had some pros and not only some cons.

Kespondent thinks that the Israell invasion was an act of aggr:ssion
although it was provokad.

mgypt had neither the right nor the moral justification of its |
ratiomaliging the canal.

Yhen respondent is a sked whether he feals that events in bgypt had
any effect on the affirs in Hungery, during the sutumn of 1956,

he angwera:" The fact that we have no country, ie dus to the Enr.htu
above all, and sscondly, it is due to inglaml 2nd France."

Fs '#%E Cerpany: Responfent heard that the living standard in
West Germany wss constantly rising. He heard that they have uilt
up a very good foreign trade. It was an mcixkmk¥ ceneral topic of
converaation, respondent relates.

Respordent’s omn opinion 1s thet Weet Gumrw is not far encugh in
its devel oprent to extend trade to “ast Yermany.

Respondent doeesn't think sast OGermany would want, or even could, start
another war, end reiterates that it is not strony encugh to extend
help to £ast Yermany in cast GComman's struggle for independ ‘nce.

Hespondent heard of Usrman military strength only from Soviet statistics,
and he did not am:npt thoss, but he does think that Test German’s army
is strongar then that of Britair. He doesn ‘t knov how it compares with
the army of France.

de thinks the Hussian occcupation force wes much more distasteful than

tha German cne = he found the Uarmans much more disciplined as to both
officers ard onlisted men than the Hussisne, end he heard the same {rom othe
paonle.
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Respondent smiles and says it is completely useless to ask

which cccupation force was most unnooular because the Usrmans were
unpopular bat the Russians were so much more. He thinks everyons feels
the same, 80 perbaps this question isn't necessary at all.

G Seaterp furove’

haled about the British labor Furty, respondent says that he was
very hapuy when he learnmed that ths labor lsadera embarras ed
Krushechev in sngland. That was a major defeat for him, he explains.

Hespondent's impressions of the living standards in various countries
is sxpressed in ths following: the highest living standard is in
West Germany, he thinks, and the second higheat, Oreat Britain, third
Italy, fourth (riéece and the worat in th. USSR and in egypt.

Then respondent was zsksd what he was most surpris d at during his

firat monthe here, ke days:" Ths way Americans received us. I was
fascinated by the dimensions of New York. I was surprissd seeing no
fences around houses but to see fences around fislda. I was minfully
and bitterly surpriscd seeing that too amell a pumbar of scholarshinos
were given avay 4to Hungarian studesnts and too low & nomber of imnggrants
wore otdmitted. I think this is a major tragedy."

Respondent thinks thet the US shoudl do for ths people in nations

east of surope in its own interest. He thinks it shou'd ap-ly pressure
by all peacoful msans upon the USSH and to achieve that the USSR leave
Aungaryfor the type of freo electioms. Now, respordent explains, if
the poopls of Hungary would want to belong to the Sovist orbit, the

Red Army should go back, if the raturns of the elections would indicate
amything of that sart.

iwspondent. thinks the sctual mxiwem policy of the US is thet America
hide: behind the UN and it is shameful and disastrous. Be thinks the
US should inisté actlon. As things stand nom, it is gravely undsresiimating
ite significance.

The US should foree the USSR to behave like an eastern povernment should,

but.a t the same time he sald, 1t is very hard for indecent mople 4o
behave like descent ones.
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Heeponident is scsewhat annoyed when he is asked whether thede
have been any chenges in his attitude on what he might suggest
they should do, since he came to this country. lie says the things
he just enumerated ars so obvious that any foal couldsee that any
other read would lesd to disaster,

fiespondent suggests that such pressure should be exarcised by the
Aperican government ucon the Hungerian govermment that it should

have the very least embarrassing effects, and at the very best, it
shoule force the Hungarian goverment to ease, if not pive up, terror.

Hespardient ories cutloud when he is anlsd whether the people in

Hungary would 1ike to sae more of Vestern visitors. “As many as popssibla"

he says, and the Hungarians should also b permitted to visit the West.

hespordent dosan't think 4t has any value &8s to what type of visitors
should go to Hungary. As a matter of coursge, ha says, all kinds of
people should go eveamk@smmotisdooomciodom to Hungary, including
Comunists bscaus: thay could profit most of seeing oppression in
practica.

He thinks nothing is needed to be %cld + ha visitors before they go.
The otnly reminder or suggested piven them should be that thay should
‘alk to all kinds of people, and that they should tell about their
experiences after they return to this country.

He thinks that “nngarians would "of course" ¥e firterested in receiving
reading mterial from the West, perticvlarly peocle in large cities.
o they shosld be sent to large cities show all,

despondent thinks that poople in Hungary would be interested in
Rungarian axiles being associsted with activities of Western viditore
and publications, but that ths Communists would not believa anyway that
any such sctivitiss were carrisd out without the coopsration of e xiles
and they would tell the psonle , actually it would not make too much
ﬂiffurmﬁ:u

Heoponcent is so fowmilisr with the esscpmoe of the =grshallplan that
he gives a perfect definition - his attitude toward it is "it must
have bean pood beacauss the HussieEns cursed it."
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Hegpondent does not wish to make & statesnt as to L he motives
asoribed to the US inlsunching the larshall plan.

hespondent thirls that America became involved in the Horean war
becanss it followed the statutes of the UN charter. The US fought
under UN flag, respondent emphasises, and it hed to do ao becaus
Korea wae attacimd by rmthless aggression.

Je The United Yatioms:
(4]

Hespondent's genc al attitude towe d the UN is a feeling of terribla
disillusioment because the resclutioms pafsed by the vast majority
of the UN members have not yet been carried out, and no serious
attempts have been made at carrying them out at all."

Hsspondent thinks thet the UN ought to have a mobilized police forece
even when Imre Nagy ammounced neutrality, and at least a token

force should have been dispetched to Hungary.

Hespandent soyes that he sees very littls hope for UN action for Hungasy
in the forepeesbls futurs although he admits the only hope remaining
would be just that. Of course, he emphasises such action would have
been incomparably mmem easier before, while the revolution was on,

and mas viotorious. "The United Netions, automatieglly, annilihates
itgelf if it lets resolutions be ignorsd by members.” he remarks; gquite
bitterly. bGe thinks the effective action of the UN might have meant
the golution for Hungary in the hours of decision. Ete reaclute action
could mean it again, bub this tims, the UN would have to face much
graater difficultiss, he thinks.
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ENOFLEDCE AND ATTITUDES TOWARD GELECTED PURSONALITIES

A hespondent doesn't ¥eel able to pick out angy one Hungerian ast
thes greatest.

B, Fersons of jmporgfncs:

A Imre Nagy i a percon with Lots of merits but who is not a great
en-ugh slatesman to have played that terrificslly inportant role that

wes his lot in the Hungarian Pevolution. e was teo late in taking

over leadership in the revolution, respondent thinks. At the same time,
respondent emphasises that Jmre Hagy wos the only Hungarian starosman

in 1953 wm and ever 2ince who dared to say that the regime wna bankrupt.
ALl of Imro Magy' memsures were intended to bring sbout wholesale changes.

B. Cardim] Mindszenty is a major figure in Hungarian public 1ife, and
sthat his s ignificance cannot be overestimsted. e shulll stay in
Bungary, he thinks. In time, hs hopes he will clarify some of the things
he said in hi»s last spesch given over the radic.

Co Laselo Hajk was & victim of Communism in every sense of the word,

D. &rne OGero is a rat, respondent maintains.

B« He thinks Jance Eadar is an unfortunate puppet.

R- Hespondemt saye of Fresident iisephower that his middle-sast doctrine
should have been applied to Hungary, that would have proved him & stetssman
great enough to Lead the United States and the world.

0f Secretary~Ueneral Hamsmreskjold, he says; that he expscted him

to plans to Hungary and that had respondent been zecretary-penarsl of the
UN, no doubt he would have gone to Hongary to sse eve ing for nimself
and 40 help a=s moch as a men !n that vositi-n could. feals that
Hamnarskjold was guilty of a very important emmission.

Hesponfent thilks Dulles is a smart statesmen but that he is much too
cautiouse

Of Hden, he says, it was high time for him to resign.

Hespomient iz ready to offer an opinion on Trusan from lack of knowledge
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Hespondent said that Mikoyap is the same kind of rat as the others,

Mshry should have adhered to the principles of his great predecessar
and that he should cling to the West.

c knows little about him other than
knowing vho be is tut cen't pass judgment.

When President Rogseyglt is mwention, respondent jxxasked if he did
know what he was doing as that would be ithe only excuse for what he
committed. “e adds that Roosevelt was hated in Hungary becsuse of hia

making a daal with Stelin. Yalta Conference is the disgrace of the world.

Favepc Nagy would have to be judged later when more laformation is
availahle, pays respondent, about his de ling with the Russisns. Cne
thing i sure he says that Ferenc liagy is not populer in Hungary at all.

Hespondent says that Chencellor Adensuer is smart and couragscus.

Of Stalin., hs says, ttet he was great in terror bot that he had very
limited mental cepacitiss and said nothing new.

was ecitbmz well-educeted smd he wes either out of mind or
of dirt.

Respondent doesn't know enocugh of Osperslissimo Frspco to size him up.
The same is true about Beyan. He doesn’t even know who he is.

Of Khrughchev, he says, that he is unserumlous, snd he is a shrewd fox.
Heapondent recells thet his father said of Ehrushchev that fellow seems
to say:¥Let's look arcunx! and do avay with the world before they do away
v4th veYStalin hes never taken the cpportunity Lo do somsthing bafore
they diapose of him!" ’

Tito is a shrewd turm-coat, res- ndent holds.

Hespondent knows nothing of Fgror.

AREHERE N T8Iy
Of Molotgr, he says, thal he is & ialented and well-traiped politiecal

scoundral.s

Haspondent doeen't know of Ollephaver.

0f Churchill, ke s8ys:"In & waord or two, he should have pushed his plan
far opening a second front on th Zslkan Formipsula®.
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ATTITUDsS TOVUHD o¥IL.S ANT EXILE ACTIVITIES

Ay Chapactyrization of escapess:

Reapondants views of the escapees ars the following: "ihoever saw
that there was no hope, and whoever feared retalistion, and whoever
axpected a worse political oppressiom than before, and whoever of
these categorice mmaged to flee, headed for freadom. <ost of them
had the attitude which could be expressed in the following words:

"Re should do whetsvar is possible to work for a better future of our
people'. Many of them didn't mampage to get to fresdom.”

Respondent saild he had a very herd cholce, & vary cdifficult decisliom

Lo make when he made up his mind to flee, bDecause he had never wanted to
abandon pacple In trouble. His feeling was that he was abandoning his
friand who Looked farward to greater difficulties than ever before.

Wsspondent thinks that mainly people stayed bahimtd who had frail, old
people , or very littla ghildren ;tn tale enre of.

Aaked feodeck whet, in his opinion, people 'in Hungary think aboul thos

who laft, respomient cuotes an example™That while the general strike f
was on, such bus drivers s rallroad men worked to carry ppople io

the western boumlaris: of Hungary. The gensral oplinion, ha meintaimed,

was that youth should leave to learn - to come back very well trained.

They ought to see and learn, people thought. Hsspondent says, assuming

they heve a change to com io ths West,not more than 10,-25% people I
would stsy in Hungary. Thare would be tha Communists -hn fear punishment '
of great dissdvantapes for what théy supported, Uthers would stay behind

to help ‘hs helpless.

B, EIMM@L

Genarally smaﬁm&ﬁpﬁn&nt didn't hE-'&I’ of axils nrganiﬁatiﬂnam rhmg:rri
only he knmew there were exiles but he cid 't know of their political ——
Drojrans. e kaew thers ware good Hungsriim who hsd lown to he West,

and he knew, aleo, that a preat maMy of them had difficultiss in mlting

2 living, and mrticularly toa chiave a seriocus advance in life. Generally
spesking, he thongh highly of the common reople and not t oo much of the
ocliticians who continued political bickering outside of Hungary:

—
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+ Hespondent knows that he was ths head of the
Communist Party and won a handsoms landslide victory in 1945, and
afterwards he wae the Peemlere of Hungary. He knows that Magy
vanished from Hungary amd he claimn lack of sufTicient information
to know the person, or the motives.

Bespondent knows of C that he was an honeat Socialist
leader. He says that Communists considered him & traitor of Labor.
Hespondent thinks that he did good work in electing him to help
the laboring claas.

Hespondent knowe of Nigholas Fallav. fe is a true friend of the free
Wast; he was a akillful statesman, and he regrets that he was not
successful in intermational bickering, which was the only way for
an Hungarian statesman during the second World Yar.

Zoltan Pleiffer he says founded some non—communist party, and he
figured in the 1947 elections, and that he was very vocal.

Aespondent knows of Bepaniovige, just as he did of Pfeiffer,

When Otio of Mepsturg is mentiomed, respondsnt bursts out in

loud laughter. He asys that Otto is alledgedly a throne-pretendsr;
he says he would like to talk to him and would like to tell him off -
particulssrly concerning his advisor.

Speaking of ¥ respondent says that he was called a
"Fascist" ut he doesn't think the word really applies to him, but
Horthy doasn't see tlearly snough, Amyway, respondent says, if Horthy
had besn such & great statesman se his followers claim, the country
wguld have bsen in better shaps. fespopdent thinks that Horthy did
very much against Communists, and quite successfully, but not much
against eliminsting ths cavses - the outlote of Communism. Kespondent
sxnlaina that under Horthy's regime there was a Socislism; he did not
know what Democrmoy was 1ike, and didn't even think of giving
insuwrarce to service men who disd in a war against Soviet conqusst,
in which Bungary participated in various reason -~ first of all bacauss
it wes pverrun by the Cermanms who forced them to tale part; secordly,
bacauss it was willing te halp Hungary from Soviet conquest.
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Respondent wante to convince the Americans, that although they
couldn't save Hungary from their bondage in their bour of time,
thay ahould at least help the heros who {lad.

Hespondent is sager to do the same personally as related above.
He 1is a momber of the Hungarian Freedom Fighters.

Hespondent gzye that the HRungarian Freedoms Fighters for the Nation
should unite with those Hungarian organisations which identify themselves
with the aims of the netlon which were maniflested in thair fight for
freadom. It should male the Western world familisr with Pungarian
aspirations #nd problems with the rule of the Hungarian netion in ihe
worids Last, but not least, with the culture in jenersl, and mainly,

it should convince the Testern world that Hungai'ians would like to k ow
more of freedom than the nice words they get in form of radio msssapes
in the broadcasts of WFlk and VOA. Tho Hungarian Fresdom Fighter's ASSH
should begome "Hungarim Freedom ASSN" respondent ssys, and 1t should
become thacomprehensive organizatioma dn representation of Hungarian's
80 that it can reprosent more weight in speaking for the Hungerians,

In general, amd in speaking for the exiles. If there ie not such a strong
organizetion, respondent fears that extremists political arguments could
idluence the mass of the emmigrants.

Respondent thinks that all peopls, reegardless of when they b came sxi les,
should become members of the HEFK, if they identify themselves with its
program. ¥hen respondent has to think of his feelings about the variocus
political partice before 1948, he explains that he didn't hink much
of them. Noms of those politieal parties was able to stand about the
storm becsuse they had no support from the free world.

ue
“hen the question is extended to mmiwn perties in exils, respondent
say=: “Are Lheresuch?” and than he explaine that he knows only of
party leaders, of no Far$ws. These party leadars don't want to emal gamate
with the exile leaders of the revolubion."It's my fesling that they don't
want to draw the nacessary conclusions as to what haprensd in the
Revolution, 2nd cling to their leading poeitions.®
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When respondsnt ie asknd whether the people wno laft Hongary before 1956
tried to sccomplish anything for Hungary, or whethor did not, he claims
lack of knowledge, but volunteers that it loocks to himas 1f ihey

didn't do enough. Fartloulsrly becsuse the Hungarian revolution cams

g3 & great surprise to the Weat.

ihen respordent ins asked what bhe thinks the exiles ocught to have dona

he sayss"Monsiegior Varga should not have said that he meds the revolution,
end he should have mmsinckedockhsxsx received the pew leading domdpraeksx
exiles with the calm attitude of "you're the real onesl.

Respondent says that he isvary unhappy to conclude that it is personsl
interastsof exile politicians which prevent “hem Irom doing he right
thing.

As to exiles during thr revolution, he ssys, that until he came hare ha
idn't know abon’ exile leaders and cartainly not encugh to meditate as %o
nhat they sre to do. In fact, thers was po time to meditate at all. He
asid because tnska were so0 numerous that ops had not one moment free

in ope's mimd.

. :

Hesperdsnt met some paople who escapad te the West im 1945 and

returned to Huneary later on. They bslonged to the most unhapoy oeople,
he claimss. They returped because they had hoped that normil life would
retura to Hungury and beljeved that the democratic regime of Hungary,
whioh w & in power umtil 1948 would sgeure fresdom and progress, not
only for them but for thoe people of Hungary. Above all, respondent says,
they belisved in the Wast. The Weet woudin’t let Hungary dovm to beoome
an hopeless victim of Soviet Communism. All thesa paople were labeled,
"Westerners”. Thls was a kabtel whizsh proved very detrimental to these
peopla wharever they went in life. Thefe being a ¥esterner " mas always
held against them in vnequivieal terms.”

The Commurdste. eceuse the presence of Hungarian exkles in the

free West vas very emtarraesimomexiamorms outammto the Copmundsts, thay
mit out @ program out on the air which was entitled:"Our Fatherland had a
Mepsage'. They tried to lure the people at home, taking unfair sdvantags
of thalr natural Homesickness. Communists are macters of bold propogands;
tanpondent explains, and they preyed on the love of the mnetion, of their
country, of Hungarianss
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Pegople thought theat this propoganda belonged to the dirtlast tricks

of Communism ané they thought that our peopla who returned were silly.

dany psople ocmplained, respondent recaldis, that their relatives wers
axiles in somo free country and didn't believe them, and didn't beliewe how
bad the terror inbungary wes, and returnsd in apite of their warnings.

Lo Exils Taskg:

Respondents think that pecple in Hungary are interested sbowe all in

& life fer their lowved onee - the lot of their loved onss- and of their
acquanitances. Cener lly apeaking, hesggs, they would like to see the
Wist giving them & chence to have a good 1ife in their own fields and
peopla in the hest should know that they should have helped them, and
that they will help them in , if there is one, another revalution.

Fhen respondent §s asked whether there is snything he thinks the
uxikmoothmkabyds peopls in Hungary should kmow, he answers:" Psonle

in Hungary should know that the recent exiles who have the freedom

Loers, are anxious to do much for thscungarian czuse, but som the oldar
exile lsaders prevent them from teking positions of great significance
in vhich they could do much". Hespondent explains that there are persons
within the Bungarian tional Council who &re so sslfish, and so Jealous,
&5 to lis rather than to coms to a unifying agreemant batween the old
Hungarimn Mational Council and the Kevolutionary Council - slso called,
Mational Represeptation -,

despondent says whan we come %o speak of wkat the exiles should now do,
that the masa of the exiles shoudl bs admit!ted into Americen life, and
thestudente should lesarnm en swful Lot to bzcoms better cltizens of either
the USA or Hungary. They should be sware of the fact that Hungary neece

2 grost many well trained statesmen and industrisl lssdars, etc. Here,

in the United States they may lesrn &s much as anyone anywhere. He 86YS,
that under th Italign ragime, peorle didn't have a free chance to lesrn ?
to learn freely. "Liitle Hunpery has never had such a chance; - to gain
by zuperior knoxledge. This is not only true forstudents for true experts
in every field, mschanice, locksmiths, fammers, and sverybedy."

hespondent also explains that exiles should make known the truth about
Hungary to Amsrican lcaders ard the Amesricen peorle in general). They
should try to axplain that &ll captive countries expeoct Americe to help
them because it is only force that holde tham dorn and they want to
beoome fress If peaple behind the iron curtain see Rungiry atendoned, they
loge all hope and faith inthe United States, and the United States will
lose fecas Thie should be explained by the exiles to the akmericsns.
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VWhen respondent is asked what he knows about the revived parties,
he says of course he knowe of them. There were such in Nyiregyhssa, too.

¥hen queatioping his attitude he said that he couldn’™t form am opinion
as time was too short. "I'm for a muilti-party system but T wes lscupx
not happy mbout too much party politics immediately after the successful
revolution, tut I culd underatend that after 18 years of oppression
the artists exploded."

to the questicn re: ths groups tmt went into exile previously should
have returned to Hungary to participate in the revived partiss,
raspondent answers the following:" It's oarty members who should
decids. The Hungarian people are mature enough to select their leadars
and to decide about how they should lsad."

£« Rospopdont's plaps for the future:

Hespondent answers thut of courss he intends to return to Hungury

il lussian occupation, and consequently. cosmunist rule should be over.
He adds sven under comrunist dominetion because he would like to helo
it go under the axs.

Hsspordent's cpinion on his children speaking Hungarism is affirmative.
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AUDISNCE RSACTION TO AADIO AND LaA~LsIS

A« Badio:

Respondent 1istened to the HBC, VOA, RFE, to the French redio,

to the Turkish radio and to the Novisad Houmaniarn radio. He says
tlet the best reception was the Novisad: Then he explalins that

all are,at least most, breadoast at different length waves and

there was jasming at every wave length, so if cne found the wave
length at which jamming was not going on, he covld listen to the
broadoast very well. He also expleins that this w2e the secret of
the AVD, bscause they neaded always a wave length to which they also
could listen. This is why they didn't jam all of tham.

As far as jamming went, most wawe lengthe hsd no difference in jamming.
speaking

Hespondent listened mostly to Hungerian radio brosdeasts. Ha listened

qulite irregilarly and not more than once or twice a month.He listenad

mostly to the WOA, &t least, more frequently than to otherz.

Respondent didn't tell others what he hserd sxoept his own family,
sometimas, He listened with his father to his on radio, or to the
radio with others. #is father listemad systemmtically every day.

Somatimes friemis and a cquaintances assunbled in their home end
listersd with great devotion to the lLroadoasts of Western stations.
This hap-ened cquite often,

itespordgnt slso heand second-hand news stemming from broadcasts, but
he did_ t care to listen to them. Hs saw no point in paying attantion
to such “broadcasts. le used to think: "They have it easy in the Yest
to give us advice. They should ucme hers!", Uthsr people, ba recells,
gave much credit to foreign stations. e goes on with grest sadness in
his voica:"Unfortun tely I was right..the Vestara redic atetions don't
do more than talk, talk, It's allright [ar radic atations, but
Tastern governmants don t do much more either.”

%When rescpondant is saked whether there 1s any risk involved in listaning
te these broadcasts, he answers: "There was danger partiouls¥ly in

tal king - bout these broadcasts constituted foundation for seriocus
chargss in eourt. Hany people vanlehed, andgothers wondared, who the
naxt would be" llaspondent thinka this dete people from talking

in the open. They talked only in confidence, but he doesn’t thinl

it reterred them from listening.

There wers changes r=spondent recalls following the great changes
in 1953 which wers due to Imre Negy's program, and there were even
mare chanes alter the 20th Farty Congress. These changss refers

to the many relaxati ns in the control over the litening habits of

peonie.
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fihen asking respondent what his reaction waa he eaid:"1 thought
very little of them, of tha few I listen to. They don't sclve
problems. They are not realistic at all. They amount to not much
more than encouraging and animated speechss. They cannot effect any
changas. I say this that are of very littls walye.®

Hespondent preferred BBC over all othar ststions because of its
outetanding objectivity., BEC reported objective news even concerning
the ¥iddle-east. They gave accounts of the mistakes of the West.
They didn't make any ¢heap commpts as RAFE, respondent comperes.
nespondent also liked Rovisad radic broadcasts because they gave

Emd masio.

Speaking of the scourscy of mws, respondent agein qmphaises that BBC
presented pews without cheep commntariss, HFE didn t even have the
straight nows from well-informed scurces. Taks, for instance, the
allegatiorthal. Imre Nagy called in the Russisms. It's commentaries

were very mwch off base. Hespordent said le had a good listening post
at the smplifying station and had his sars open to the antire countr ,
and he had a very good opportunity for checking pointSas to how rsliable
reports =ere,

Speuking of the effects of Westarn broadcasta, respondent says it
dependsd uoon people, but he estimetes thet the majority of humble
people lived too primitively and even too optimistically to have
conclusione. e charge, particularly, the HAFE progrem:"0od's mills
grind slowly btut surely®. The listeners to these progrema made

weny mistakes in jumping to conoclusiona. cvan such conclusions were
drawn, respondent says:® They'll come in the Spring." Intelligent
paople expressed several ways in regard to RFE, or VOA broadeasts
"I heard it over the EFE as far as that cen bs taken seriously, the
news is this...".

Respordent saye that he 1s very ouch afraid that the RFE had a

role during the revolution.® I heard meny peopls say: Hold out for
only three more days, and Yestern elp will come". Radioc Free Hurops,
respondent chsrges, wasn't fully msture and responsible in itas
attitude when milng ennouncements during the revolotien. For imstance,
he says:" Whsu voluntesrs in Csnade and Italy snd Spain, eto. were
announced over RFEZ, oven I who didn't believe much that propoganda
stuff, waa elsated, And what did it amounmt toF Nothing! -IFE should
have known better amd not indicate things which could not bacome
realityl" Respordent says that after Nov. ths 10th, it slosly became
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clear that the West didn't intend to extend amy belp. ‘his realiszation
was slow to come because of the RAFE enthusisstic btroadoasts.

Fhen asked about HFE's rols in inciting the Fungarian pecople by holding
out promises of Western help, respondent refers to his above statement
and pays that probably there were very few direct promises, but all
indications. The revolutions didn't break up at the same time because of
such & rcouragements, but the revolution simply last longer - res’ stence
to Mussian inwesion after Mov. 4, lasted longer because people trusted
the enthusaistic commentaries of RFE.

When he is a sked whether RFE should contimumé to broedcast infungary,
hs mditates and is very unocertain. He says he actuslly doesn®t
know, and he has to crrsider that Fungary is shut off from the
fres world, and then he ¢comee up with the conclusion that m ybe
comazon people nead such broadecasts very much, but b couldn't decide.

When respondent is asked what programs in particular he thinks should
be brosdcast, his owrall views are expressed the following way:

#firat of all, HFE should place itself on the ground of reality. Its
main task should ba to breadcest relddble, complately rekiable,

checksd and re-checked strelght news. Bsaides tie political snd social
structure of the fres world should be mude intelligible to the Hungarian
listeners, and the semw is trus eboutschievements in the Western warld.
Flays, forbi den in Hungary, should zl2e be part of the central
program. Sclentifio achisvemsnts of the free world, based on relisble
reports would be listemed to; also, the political structure of the US -
the two-party oystem, and the role of the commnist party should be
made known through these breadcasts. The elsctions in the US and the
structure of the legislature should be explained in well intelligible
and simple terms. In brief, respondept saye -~ the imstitotions which
mele the free woild, frec. There is one more thing, he adds. which is
absolutely necessary -~ comparisons between the 1life of American, French
Hongarian, etc. workers - showing how much one has to work for one
pound of suger = how much the obther.

When respondent isasked point by point about the items in this paragraph,
he saye straight newa should be given - the basic news - emphaslised.

Respondent lesughs whan he's asked if anti-communis ic pregpogands should
be broadcast. "Thet is completely wmecessary,” he exclaims. The bast
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anti-communism is the raising of standards of living of free peopla.
He thinks mrogrems abtout life in Western Europe are good, as he alrsady
suggested. The same is trun of programs alout the life in the US.

When he is asked to offer suggestions about what slse should be

brogdcests, ha saks the interviewer to put down the suggestion, and

to emphasle it a= much as interviewer can: "The realistic history

of recent decades, particularly the time preceding and during

the second World War. Pecople in Hungary are not given the true facts |
the heppenings of the last few docadas, and Hungarians kmow too little

about them. Thoss decades should ba systematically taught because ‘
pacple hunger for ths realistic reports concerning those decades.”

B._RFE loaflets:

legspondent bas this to say sbout JEP Leaflets:™ I saw posters on walls

and the posters carried a picture of German boats with the Swastila on

them which etapped 6n small peopls and there was written MNEM. Then I

heard people asy that this was a very clever propogenda of the N.E.M.

I said that they tslked nonsemse. later, [ saw these posters torn off |
the walls and I have 1ittle doubt that thoy were torn off b the !
authorities as the fact proved that theay were anti-com unist in nature. '
And I bave little doubt that they really originated with peopls mho

tried to make propoganda for the H.E.W and used this utterly clever

tridec o =scepe the attention of the Copmunists.”

Respordent has not heard of the Twalwve Demands.

C. Free Burope leaflets:

Respondent saw Free Surope leaflete only omce. This leaflet carried
sdvies, atatemeris andd recopmendatioms about tha councils of cities

el tovns and tm essance was that peopla shouldn't vote for them,
feaponcent thinks that it is foolish pot to vote, even in Comamnist
regime beosuse thers ars very bad Commuonists and terribly bad Communists,
80 1t is siter to vote for the bad cnes and not for the terribly bad
ones - if there is any chance.

Heapondent didn’t oare to listen if anyom talked about Free Burope leaflats.
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Yhen asiced about the risks involved inpicking wp the leafllots,
respondent says tlnt people s d to deliver them right away; othsrwisa,
thay were punishable, but he maintains even curicsity drove people

to pick them up. Asked sbout changee, he saye that the changes were
just the same as thosa ha told us about referring to radio broadcasts.

fihen asked nbaut the leaflets he says:" Then 1 thought they were full of
balony and {hat they didn't amount to anything even they had been of
perious nature”. Respondent doesn't consider these leaflets useful at
all.

Speaking of the effects of leaflets, he aduits that they bocame a
problem in the press bafors the revolution, and he dossn't know of
any lagflets o the effects of such during the revolution.

Respondent suggests that the Fres Zurcpe Committee discontinue sending
leaflots to Hungary. If they want to ssnd something, they should
saxd good books.

Then respondent ia pressed for an apswer as te what should leaflets
should stress, he coma up with tha following suggestion: "Above all
they should complately explain thet the fres world was unprapared
when the Hungarian revolution broke out, and that it stood helplessly
watoching the events and wishing the best. Secondly it should conbain
firm and complete promises - what people can expsct - in another
revolution.”®

Reapondent alec suggeste that concrete reporte of the lot of the
Hunparien refupgees in this country should be good mierial - thair
work copditions, the ch.ice of jobs, fimaneial situation, the political
rights and situstions, etc. of the rafugees should be & mein point

in Radio Fres Europs programs.

D. Opals of Wegtsrp Croups:

Hespoodent looks Ruite bitter ard oynically upon Restern groups who
broadcast and offer leaflets bshind the iron curtain; he says that
he is afraid that the momy which is slloted to such groups and
peonle and probambly by the govermment could much better be spent upon
scholarahipe Pwn to refugees. Respondent mentions that mrobably
Americars don’'t see much more Ln establishing the BFE but 2 good
opportunity Lo mke good propopanda spgainst dirty lies for the
cormumpt iom of mecple in desperate situvations but without aoy sctual
concrete gml. Ferhape, he adds, bitterly, such programs secure good
Joebs for smuy oeonle and ' hay are sager to ksep the AFE going.
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them it comes Lo comparing various radio stations, respondent apain
couss up with the gesperous prailse of BBC.
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CHILD HAARING AND DISCIPLING

Thess are the most important things a child shonld learnm, according
to responrent: *'eligious ethics - love of parents- indspence and
judgeert (judiciousmess)~ an sttitude to apuraise everything very
I‘Eﬂlm&ﬂﬂlbl*

In repononts ' cpinion, @ child =hould be brought up by devaloping
his self-relisnce and self-ssteem anl sxaplifyingand teaching
self-diseipline, srd humility of heart. At the ssme time, respondent
omphsises that in cspe of nsed disciplining is also nscassary, even
through oorporeal punishment.X

Hespondent mintains thst the treatwent should not be the seme for
boys and girls. Boys should be taughi more Ly the father, and girls
more by the mother. Bat it should not be a rigid rule.

As the child growe older, respondent suggests thatthere should be

less punishment - less rsed, and idezlly, no need at all for punish ant.
Theechild should be so meture as early Bs possitle thut he &n be
trosted to understand and take the right stands "I never san held
responsible for what I did from the age of 16" pespordent explains.

4 ehild should be hald rosponsible by the age of 16.

Asked about a cage in which respondent himself wes punished, hs
vividly recalls when & high achool senior snd he was slapped in the
face. This in hisstory:® I had promised & dete fo go to & student
danoe party snd momidky I asled fathar for money as Was usual in

oor family. This time bs refused to give me money. He wanied me %o
help him work in &n extrsordivary situation. I aaked mother for money
and srept oot by the window, Father ceught me and slapred ma twice

in the [soe without sayirgemything. - steyed at home that night, and
life wonk on &z usesl, Dot the two silent slaps in the face he gave
we and I couldn't fesl acrry for myvelf, and I didn’t eriticize my
father in my mind., I thonght he was right. Uy father punished me only
with pod reason.®

Speaking of who in the family ususlly punished children who were 6 years
old, or older, respondsat says the Doys were perhsps punished more

by the fmther, and the girle usuddly by sither. Boys or girle were
runished by the one of the merents who sa% the dispeanor. "Mothers often
with the fethars of t he children, but fathers seldom without the Lhreats
of the mothar®,

The mother nsunlly nunishes the smull children az she im with them,
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Asked about changss in this during the last ten years, res-ondent |
tays thai the significance of both parents becans less - dimimished, |
Farents hed in a great many cases loos tims for rearing childran |
than in previous years and decades. respondent explains. |

Beapordent =ays that punishment should be abandoned, he says that
it ix difficult to say. As for phyrs loal pomishment, it is abandomsd
®hes boys get to be 14, or 15 yemrs old, and girla 13, or 14 years.

Ponighment in geperal skouldbe & bandonsd:® Khen they becoms mature

sntugh to buere flawless in behaviour, thay need no more punishments

and naturelly the babit of punishing ceasen. In tbe last few vears of

ruwirg up, only —“dproccheant and admonishment played a major role. |
fules are amueliy practicad paidl boys and girle are separated from |
thair familieg "

Hespondent, dossan’t think that the waye of ywaring children wvery much
a3 Iar as social slasecs are concerned. 'hey usually gre different in
various familhes.

It sess to respondent bhat commanism didn 't bring about any changas
except parhers that sinece parepts wers mors nervous during tha rala

of communiom taey panished som times more widely than b:fore.

Anobher change he adds was thet 12-year old children often left their
familise, becsise LMoy went to some dormitcry. Discipline before
communima wer abeve sll pEmE admonishment and reapprogchnents, spankings,
and hitting kmackles snd fin er nails with stillgs and elsa slaps in

the face. "But ome unjust accusation hurt me, apd I think mest of us,

in comparatively mors then & res) severe corporal punishmernt, if given
for serious offense. I mdd thsse distinotions, and I think ry classmat s
also did when thay were oniy aight o« niwe years old."

%ﬂﬂ disecipline during the Commuinist regiss were as Tollows 1"As

@ rule there wia po spinking during communiem, but there wers exceptions.
Thers were many tricks the teachers playsd to keep us diseciplined. Such
were, for indtunce, asking questions about weferisl we ought to have learned
¥hen we were absent, or a temporarv cancelation of an announced program of
entertalmment, and asking questionn <o moke ome flunk the examinetion.”

Hespondent preiers characteristics in g friond ares"Stre Lghtforward
attituds and sincerity.

Aespondent axye thit frisndship during communism became of even more

seriwus mture then befare. because Iriends had to te mbsclutely reliable,
otherwise they could canse the othsr persons down-fall.
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