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17. Arrived U.S.: December 1l,1956
18, Travels in U,S.: Camp Kilmer,Bard College,and 1i.Y.C,

19, Immedliate plans: Would like to cortime his mmsic
atudies,

20 lespondent has mot been wuestioned sirce leaving Hungary
except for routins interviews with goverrment offiecials,

2l, Foreign largusges: Studled German in school for five
years,but does not speak 1t well, Studied Ruasian for
two yeara in school,but krows wery little,

iespondent is a 206 year old music student of pessant background,
Intelligent, silent,and meditstive type, Frankly admitts he hed
been afraid during the revolution,and took no active part in the
filghting, It required some time to gain his confidence,ard there
were some questions he was reluctant to ernswer, He speaks slowly,
welghing all his ersweea very carefully,es most Hurgarian peasasnts
do. This lengthened the du:-:ginn of the interview considerably,
but 1t wes well werth the time,because hie answers on ma

qu.u;tlnm were not the astereotyped onres we have been recelving

go far.
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II.MAJOR SALIENCE ARD WARM-UP CUESTION

The people in the Unites States should know that the

Mungarian revolution was not organlzed in advance., It

broke out sponterdously, It was the frult of many ysars

of terror and oppression, Had the people here in the

Urited States reslized all this,porheps the U.3, govern-

ment would have essted differertly, The people el gmo, _

during and immdedietely after the revolution,axpected eflectlve
7.8. ald very mch, They have become very amﬁittamd ard
disillusionred,
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II1.CHRONOLOGY OF PERSONAL EXPERIENCES,ACTIONS,AID ATTITUDLES,
ATD EXPECTATIONS DIMING THE REVOLUTION

A, On October 22,1956 I spent my dsy as usual, I atterded
= classes at the loasdemy of “usie and practiced playirg the
bass viol 1n the aftermoon, On the stredts I saw crowds
slmost fighting to got coples of the "Irodelmi Ujsag",but
¢ I did mot think,or suspect, that anything umsual would
happen the rext day,

I usually ate lunch in the ecafeteria of the University
for Veterinary Medicine, Portions were BXRE8 bigger here
ard I was elways hingry. At lunch on Cectober 23 the Disz
cheirmen of Uriversity for Veterinary VMedioine
armounced that s veageful and silont demonstration would

be held thet afterrncon im sympathy for the Peolish studentsa.
He requested all studerts to attord t he demonstration,but
he emphasized that tha demorstration must remain a sllent
o, ls sald thet if there were any shouting or noise the
school would immediately withdraw, -

AMfter lunch I went back to the Acedemy of Musie. On the
bulletin board there was an anouncoment place thera,
probably,by the seoretary of the Disz organigation of
our Academy. It said that e atudents meetirg would be
held in ore of the auditoriums with tuwo cadets 68 the
Kossuth fcademy (military scademy for the training of
officere) to speak on students' problems,

I do not know when the meeting began, It muet have been
gbout 3:30 or lj p.m., Une of the cadeta spoke to us on

the events in Poland, e urged thet all students participate
in the silert demonstrationg regardless of whebher the
Mintster of Interior permitted 1t or not, He said that the
studerte of all mmiwanix othsr umiversities have decided to
stage the demonstratlion even if it were to be banted hy

the "ignister of the Interior,

While this cadet was speaking somebody ceme into the

4 anditoriwn and announced that the Minister of the
Interior had finally crarted permission th stage the
demonstration, The Disz secretary of our school
irmadiately pot up and proposed that we all lime up
ard march to ths Petofi mormment where the other
universities and schools would meet, This propossl wes
met with cheers and applaud,ard sbout 200 students
marched with flsge to the Petofl morumant.
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Here thea whole are was filled with students from the
other schools ard universities, Several patlotlc poems
were recited by an Hungarian sctor, Ribbons wihth the
Hungarian national colors wers distributed asmong¥the
studants,and everyons put the ribbon in hils button-hole,

= After l3/m{ we started off in the diroction of the Dem
atatus, On the wey the procession stopped in front of
one house which was flying the Hungarian flag with the

v Communist red star. The =mu% students inazisted that the
red star be out out,ard the bypilding superintendent or
2; g the tenanta inm:adintnlf eut out the star from

ag.

The demonstration did not remain a silent one, After
leaving Petofl Square soms of the studerts befan shouting
slogans, They wers mostly the demards that had been
sdopted by the universl students., They included mno
gampulsory political or Russian classes in schofls and
undversities, Rakosi.should be brought to trial,the
vestoration of the Kosut erest, new uniforms for the
Hungarian army,ths mesignation of Gere,and a new

cabinef under imra Vagy. I thought thet the govermment
would grsskxmomexafxihazs meke som@ concessions ard that
a new povermment would be formed excluding such Stalinists
as Cere and Piros, 1 did rot think that the deomonstrations
end in an armed revolt.

Some of the other kmei universities were much boldar than
we were, They even shouted such. slogans as "Out with the
mussians,” We did not dare to shout thincs like that
because/among our students wers a few who were rsbld
Commnists. For emample, the brother of one of §he
students who 1ived 1n the same dormitory es 1 Gid was
an AVH officer. He ard some other Communist students
tried to mmtk amillorate the course of the demonstrations
by shouting such harmless slogans aé "o want free Pultion.”
Qur group was very suspleious of each other, We felt that
there were many sples smong ua, The. students who were
1living in the seme students' home ms I was I had known
only for two or three montha, Most of the atudents In our
v group I had never seen before. Mevertheleas, the genersal
enthusiasm of the erowd,and the boldness of the othera
hed such an effect on us that we threw cemtion to the
winds,ard when we were raturning from the Bem status %o
Parlifment Square,ws shouted "Down with the AVO." when
we passed by the inlstry of the Interior and sew that
the building was heavily guarded by AVO men,

. 1t wes elmost dark when we reached Parliement Squere. Oy this
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time mayy people other than atudents joined the demonstrators.
All age gboups arnd both semes were represerted, Truoks bearing
young industrial workers began erriving., We also heard that

2 large crowd of industriel worksrs hed gethered around the
statue of Stelin.

We hed a long time to walt for Imre Negy to appesar. The lighte
were rot turned on in Parliement Square,only the Med Star on
top of the building, The Cormmunists hoped thab the crowd wonlé
ﬁ t ived of waiting in the dark,ard that they mwould =Xdm

gpurse, When the Commnists saw thet we wers meking torohss
out of newpapers,they finally turned on the lights. oerowd
simply would not dispurae. Tt was getting more restless evory
mimte, Some of the workers who camé acted as cheer-lesders,
The new 8lopans which the crowd took up wers much sharper
than before. They ineluded such things as "Thyrow Rakosil 1n
the Damibe,end Gero after him,"

Yot eve ne in the crowd was satisfled %& with the course of

everta, re were among up Commnists who disepproved of what

was taking place,but were %too interested and ourious to leave,
Some of them trisd to throw in Communist slogans,but without
mich Buccess. Twa Twe young girlf studerts were atnndiﬁ
beside me, One of them was furdous, She turned to me and asked
Do you want the fascista to ocome To power ?ﬁaini'“ lobody
seemed to be paying much ettention to her,ard soon she wWas
lost in the crowd. .

When Imre liagy finelly came he tried to quiet ths orowd, He
told us to go home ard that the govermment would comnsider
our demards., He warned us mt to cause bloodashed,

1t must be mentionsd that mot everyons gpproved of Imre lagy.
When the csrowds kept yelling for him to appear,many of us
dieapproved of him, e did rot want him to hesd 8 goverrment
beceuse he ®Was Commnist, When Imre Hagz attempted to address
the orowd ss "Comredes” the crowd,espsclally the workers,
gmtnatud. liis speeeh left ua ocold, Ve felt disappointed.

ome of frierds who stood mearer to the Parllement
%d%ﬂmﬁw gter sald that AVO officers were starding behind

After Imre liagy's speech the crowd stlll remained T
or aome
time, Put soon word was passed arounrd that everyore should
Eumtg th: Eaﬂin h::_ilﬂing to demand that our demands by
adcasted over ths redlo, Practically the e
started off towerd the radio bﬁilding.F Sinr s

The demonstrations were held and organized by the liniveralty
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gtudents. The studernts of the Szeged University were the first
ones to ebolish their Disz organization and organize & new
one called ™ .E.F.2.8.7. 0% Mefasz, 2t 2 studernts meating
held the previous week the drafted their demands ard declded
to send delegetes to all othsr Hungarlian schoold urging the
students to take joint sstion. I met some of these Szeged
University students in the cefeteria of the University for
Vaterinsry Vediclns,

It was slmost midright when we reached the vieinity of the
radio studio buildirg. We went as far as the cormer of
Rekoezi Street end the Museum iing. Ve stopped because we
neard shots. I had comethis far withtwo friends, When we
heard the shots one friend and I started running, We
ducked into a side strest and were heading for home, The
other friend, however, remained there and shouted after us
to come back, We did so,but very timidly,becpuse ths firing
had become hesvier than before. We were discussing what to
do when the crowd brought an ermy officer who wWas very
severesly wounded or,perhaps,elready dead, When we saw this,
all thres of us turnsd around ard hsaded for home.

In the studerts' home where I lived everyord Was excited
that night. But we didén't dare apealc much sbout what had
perned beocsuse we were distrustful of one anbbher, 1
did lesrn,however, that a lerge orowd had collectdd arourd
the Stslin statue,and that demonstrationa had been held

ther,also, Mostly by industrial workers.

On October 2l ,a8t brealkfast, we jearnsd that the previous
night the crowd had destroyed the Stelin statue end 1ts
pemnants had been dragged to the liatlonal Theatre, With
the exception of a Tew Communlat students,everyons sgamed
pleased, Gautiuuslg we begen to talk sbout the politiecal
gituation,ard decided that 1t wounld be much hetter for
everyore if the Russlans gobt out of the Bountyy. The
communipt students said nothing.

Tor the rext twe or three daga we ateyed in the Btudents'
home, Thia was not fer from the Soviet legation in Budspest,
and many Soviet citizers lived in that neighborhood, From
the windows of our building we saw Soviet elviliens ard
their families, They zeemed wory excited, Once or twlee
::nE: H;:t:urfliﬂ :ﬂ::nxmmm-nmxnnm Soviet
ng gtreets, We so h
shooting from not far off, el B ey

A few of the boys who were breaver thanths rest
of us wert
into t he xtmemks city and took partin the destructlon of
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the Soviet bookshops, *hey ceme homs and told us about what
had heppered. !Je were now openly listerirg to the foraelgn
radio broadcasts,and speeking more rmﬂ{. But we were still
sareful not to spesek in the presense of the boy whose brother
was an AVH officer, He was very mush concernsd about his
brother and was tslephoning him several times s day.

On the 26 of October hy cousin telephored me. She wes @&
gountry girl who had ﬁgat begun her sk atudles at the
Sohool of Pharmacy. She wes very much efreid and asked me
to visit her. I wert to see her,but wss carefu)l %o avoid
the mein strests. She was living in a students' home which
was se® up in one of the buildings of the Ludovika Academy.
Thelr depematorgés were Tameing a large square on which
Rusaian teriks wers obatiored, On two or three occesions I
was stopred by young bops who hed rifles. I heard the sound
of shooting from the distence,but I did not see anything of

iImportancs,

I reaohed my coupinin's safely end helped her move to enother
students' home nearby, I ouieted her and wert back home,
promiaing her thet we would go back to our village as soon
a8 it wea posslble,

The rext day I wenbt out to the square where prﬂinunﬁ the
Stalin statue had stood, There 1 saw young workere snd older
ones also srmed with »ifles, Teére were several truck loads
of them, When Russisn tanks and armored cars appeered they
began firing with their dmell erms at the tanks, Of course,
they did not do mmch dsmagh to the tarks. When the shooting
started I immedistely turned around end ran home,

Yhen the radio armounced that the Ruseien troops are FEEREXIINE
withdrewing from the city,sveryone in the studerts' home was
heppy,with the exception of the boy whose brother was an

AVC officer, Until them I was very pessimistiec ebout the
outcome of the revolution. I had the depressing feellng that
the revolution would ba suppressed gg the Ruseiena, low,for
the first time, I began to have slight hopes that perhaps the
Rusaslans would leave the eountry,after all,

Until now I had not seen ruch fighting, I met armed groups

of university students of both sezes,and of young and old
workers, I do rot know from where they got their srms and
emmnition, I did not see any aigns of wide spread organization
smong them, There were only amell fighting groups. The
Iﬂﬁlﬁﬂ cormardars of t hese small groupe were various
people,mostly with some kind of military experlence who

also had quaelitles of leadsrship.
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D, Two days after the Rissians withdrew from Budapest I
packed up my comsin and started fzm for home, The trains
were not running and we had to resort toc hitch-hiking,
Trucks mar from the country were bringing food to Budapest,
I managed to find a truock driver who was returning to
Debrecen,end who would take ua ﬂnnﬁ. T™his was on October
31. On the road it seemed that the Russians who,s few days
age,had been withdrawing foom Budepest/ were now returning,
Onoce or twiee the highway was a9 erowdsd with Russians that
we were forced off the roafl, Where -1t wae possible we left
the highwey ard Wwent by byways. We arrived st Debrecen lete
thet night, We spent twoe days in Bebrecen with friends., It
was impossible to get & rlds from Debrecen on beosuse the
Fussiane were not Eamitting Mangardfn trucke to lesve the
elty. I hed to go 1In the direetion of YNylregyhesa and Zghony.
The Ruesslgns were using this highway to evasuate thelr
eiviliens and C'emilies to thes Soviet Union,

Ve started off on foot, On the outskirts of the ecity a peassant
took us on his wagon. The traflfie¢ restrictions imposed by the
Rugaiesna did m'l:a%:far to carte and wepons, This peasant took
ue for sbout twenty kilomaters, Then we walked a distance and
sgaln got a ride on snother wagon, Murther on wée weré able to
et a ride on an Hungerian da!.r'g traak, This truck took us as

ae a8 Nyiregyhaza. We arrived there about & p.m. This was on
lorvember 2,

We 8till had sbout 30 killometors to go from Nyireshaza. This
part of our journey we had to go on foot, Thers wes heavy
Fassian treffic elong the highwey in both directions, For this
reagon we avoided the mein highwey and wernt on dirt roads which
the Ruasians 414 not use, We arrived home gt about l} a.m, on
Novembar 3, My pareits were very glad to see ua, Wa had to tell
them what heppened in Budapest ard what we saw on the rosd., 1%
was only late in the aftermoon when I could get some wmuch needed

sleep,

Next morning a family friend woke me up., He came withthe rews
that the Russlans were sttecking Budapest. We alac heard thet
there had been some fighting in ¥ Zahony between the Soviek
troope and the Hungariens, @ Soviet ertillery stetiored on
Soviet territory fired st the berracks of the ngarian border
guards in Zehony, The Hungerisn station master refused to hend
over the reallroad station to the Soviets, The Hungarian rall-
road men refused to work for the Soviets and went home. The
Soviets had to bemwk bring their own rellroad workers from
Csap. That is the Border station on the Soviet slds,

Our village hes s populstion of about 2500 to 3000 psople.
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Fothing happened there. I heard from my parents thet when
the fighting broke out in Budngaut and it soamed thet the
Russians were getting the worst of 1t,the Commurist leaders
of our village staged a demonstration ageinst the Soviet
Hnkan regime, Thﬂﬁayaruhaﬂ through the village erd put out
ungarian flags., Dut they staged the whole thing so cleverly
that thﬂﬂ remalned in powar, g only put on the Hungarian
eolors, Now,when the tide turned,and the Russiens started to
attack Budapest,they seemed very much relisved.

1 atayed home until lNovember 27, lothing urusual heppened.
vost of the tims we eat by the radlo, e warted very much
to know what would heppen. The inasctivity of the West was
exasperating, We saw thet nothdng wes polng to hapoen and
were prepared thet the Kadar govermment mm= would be even
worse than the Ruassiar regime,

Aboug two weelks before the outbresk of the revolution a
smagll orchestra had been foomed &t the fAcademy of Musle
in Budapest of which I wes a member, This orchestrs was
scheduled to play in Pustria and Czechoslavkia, We had
slready been rehearsirg for the tour. Originslly we
were to leave Dudapest on October 28,but the outbrealk.
of the revolution made our plens impossible.

When, st home,l ssw thetsk the revolution had been subdued,
and realized that the coming regime would probably be worsef
than the Rokosi had been,I decided to go to Dudepest and tyy
to £ind the other members of the orchesptra, I ,somehow,hoped
t!imt ‘HE would be able to go together to Austria ss originslly
plenned.

I left home on Yovember the 28, )My pasents did not know thet
I was leeving the courtry. Confiding only in my brother-in-
law, I left for Budspest and atayed thore for two days. It
was hopeless to t to round up the mambers of the orchestra.
Therefore,on November 30 I started off with & friend, On the
tralin we met a femily who weEm was elso going to Austria,
They had s guide,s Hungarisn who had already been once to
Vienna end hed come beck to leed this femily out. Thelr
relatives were American citizens and were wiiting for them
on the border. The gulde ard the femlly had no ﬂhgantiana

1 we went with them. le went by train as far as Sopron,
potting off one stetlion cheed of the oity. In the dark the
guide took us along country rosda and foot paths. We met

no one,and after midnight on December 1 we arrived at
Mistrian territary.
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iV, EXPECTATION OF HELP FROM THE WEST DURING THE REVOLUTION

A.When the revolution broke out I hoped thaet the Yest would
send elther military assistance in tﬁe form of troops, or
at least,secretly, arms and smmunitions, I did not believe
that the revolution could suceceed without Western aid,

B, I expocted ik ald from the West becpuse I knaw that the
West wes sgainst Commmuniam end know was aen opportunity for
the West to weaken the Soviet Union by liberating Hungery,
Then the other sstellites would follow sult, I don't lknow
what the opinions of the others were becmuse this was
something we did rot dare talk ebout, We fmered that stool-
pilgeons were in the studdnts' home.

C, The only foreignersa I saw during the revolution were

Chinese,CBechoslovak,and Korsan students who were studying

at Budepest, The Czechoslovak glrl flatly refused to take

part in the demonstrations, The Koreens came and athized

with us,but they did mot fight in the revolution. id

Et m;-.t or sese any Western ocitlzens until I came in to
atria.
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V. SOCIAL CLASS STRUOCTURE AND ATTITUDES,

A. ¥y father ie a peasant who,bef the wae,larmed on 35
cadfatrol yokem &f his own land, 8 included five cadostrol
yokes of apple orchard,one cadfstral yoke vineyard,and the
reat was flelds, We also hed a2 large house of our own. Before
the war my father won seversl prizes in livestock breeding
and In farming, After the war all our livestock wee Laken
iH:E by the Tussians, We had to startyd all over again, The
lernd was not taken sway from us, father even acouired ¥ive
mor cadfstalic yokes, This he inherited from my Erandfather,
Twice my father's lards hed been tultawy from him in the
Spring,when everything was resdy,and «» Farm Boopoeratives
harveated the erops and then gave my father his land back
again, In 1950 and 1951 my father was declsred a kulak. He
was imprlsoned once for two months, All our livestock was
talkken away,but alter the Nagy regime my fabher again smquired
livestoek and things were wmuch béttar,

Both of my parents have only six gradee of elementary school,

B. The social eclesses in Mungery are the peasantry,the
industriasl mm workers,the rew upper class,which
consiste of the Party offlclals,AVO and army officers,and
finally,the intellectuals, I have known members of all thsse
olsases.

The Hupgerian pessantry 18 very.eimple,veryBame, It does not
demand much of 1ife,but what it has 1t Haggt to Heep. Some
of the middle peasants and the landless psasants tried,at
first,to become Party members,erd joined farm cooperative
prodiictiongroups. They avon bacame disillusioned. A part
of the pessanty youth seemed to have been susceptiple to
Cormmniem,but the influence of the parents at home counter-
balanced this.to & great extert. Before the war Hungerian
peesantry was divided into sub-groups on the basis of
woalth, At that time there existed the rich peasantry,the
middle peasantry,end the lendless peassntry. But there

were ro barriers emong these zroups. A pessant who owned
fourty cadfstralic yokla would dring in the same publie
house with the pessant who had only five. My father went

to school togethsr with the children of my grandfatherds
share erppperse. They remained the beat fo friends sll

their lives.

The differerce between the various groups of pessants
could be felt only in the case of Marrisge, Parents
usually wanted their children to marry someors at least
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as wealthy ss they were, Dut marrisges betwsernthe children
of riech pessants and theose of poor peasanits were not rere
excoptions. Pessante may have been divided on the basis of
their weslth,but their education,rathsr therl lack of
education,their cuatoms,their way of 1llfe united them in

a large group.

I wes too young to know anything about the Hungarian industiial
wokers before the wer, I cen form my opinion of them onl

. on the basis of what I have read and heard, But after 1945
I had an opportunity bo obsexrve the life of the industrial
workers in steel end iron wokks of Csspel, Vy impresalon
wa® that the industrial workers mmm,at least s great mubber
of them,had welcomed Cormunism, They soon becems disilluslonsd
with it when they saw thet ,under Commmniat regime,they
were much more axploited than by the industrlesl barons who
owned the iron ayd steel works, They soon esw that they were
mmable to buy very little wlth their wages, They resented
labor competitions &ndother forms of labor exploitations,
They saw that the records establlshed by the outstanding
workera was based on fraud,

Seamingly the industrial workers hed sn opportunity undar
Corpmunisy to inerease theri knowledge, liorkers and thelr
ehildren were mdmitted to the universitles to study. The
govermment ercouregeéd them to do this,but very often with
their newly acquired diplomas the workers were able to
earn even less than they would heve if they had remained
industrisl workers. : '

The vast mejority of the 1rdussriel workers is very dilipgent,
But many fo them are imclined to drown thelr sorrows in
drirking on pay day. Despite thie,I thirk they are thrifty.

The new upper class consists of Party offielsl,AV0 officers,
army officers ernd the worker8s sristoeracy, They ere the
solected few who anjoy allthe priveleges of the Commnist
regime, They are the present exploltera of the working
elass,but without the lkrowledge or culturs of the previous
upper-oclass,

‘e The Hungarasin intelligertsia wae sssigned a very insignificant
role under Commnism, Thet part of the intelligentsie which
had been brought up under the previous regime was kept only
a8 long as it was needed, As soon as it was possible the
Commnistas begen replacing them with thelir oun
Children of the intelligentsis were barred from augni:a. The
majority of the intelligentdie realised that this regime wae
not theirs, If any of them joined the Commnist Party 1% was
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not from eonviotiony Only to keep thsir fobs or to get shead,
The greater part of the rural intelligentsia sold 1ts political
and religlous comvictions for a larger asllce of bread.

Under Comminism the old upper-glass of the previous regime had
been hit the hardsst, It had been slmost enbtirely 11 ted,
They could find work only as laborers, 'lany fo ware forced
Eﬂ 1#:?3 the country. The mejority of those who remained wers
eported,

The Hungerian pesserntry was aleo hard hit by Commundsm, This
referas aspeclielly to the kuloks, But the erntire peasantry,

with their strong sense for privete property,was an obstacle
to the Commnists in carrying out thelir dotrines in practice,

The industrial workers hed the most to gain ky Communiem., Dut
they too soon became diaillusioned whan they saw how bedly they
were pald ard how they were being exploited by such meens as
lebor competition,ete,

By birth I em of peasant origép, On the basis of studies I
ean considered as 2 member of the imtelllgentsia, I stand
gomewhore half wey between, I do not ever wamt bto sever the
tiea of my pessant origin,

C. The Hungerian peasantry was inoclined,to a certain extent,
o blame the industrial worlkers for the political situation
which erose under Rakosi, The peasantry thought that 1f the
irdustriel workers hed rnot cooperated with the Commurdats to
such an extent inmediately after the World Wer II the pmesent
situation would mot have erisen,or at least not so rapldly.
classa
There was a ocertein/barrier betwesn the peasan and the
intelligentsie. This van be ettribubed to the dilfererce
in the éducation of the two clssges, DBut thers wae no
hostility either way. This was the sttlitude of the peasant
during@ and before the war. When the Communsits came to power,
the peasantry felt hostike towsrd the intelligentsia. In the
villages the primery representatives of the intelligentsla
with whom the peasantry had the most contiact were the school
teschera. Regretably the majority of theachool teschers,
fearing for their jobs,became Communiat Party members,but
without comwlotion. 'Ihaz began to teasch as they were %told.
It was slso the achool teachsrs who,in the vlllages,were
ordered to collect subseriptions for the compulisory
goverrment loans, A1l this did rot contribute to the
popularity of the imtelligentsis amons the peasarts,

The peasentry heted and deplsed the now uppér-class. YMany
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talentad yo workeras and peasants had been educated by the
Comminiet re « This new intelligentsia either joined the

W upper-claes or shared the fate of the previous intelligentsia,
If these edudeted young peasarts and workers bscams members

of the new upper oclass,then both the peasantry and the

workers had no confidence in them, The young pessants Were

more likely to sever all ties with their social elass than

the young workera,

Tha ien industrial workera were influenced by the so- |
chlled "elass war" which the Communists waged ageinat the |
peasantry and the intelligertsis. The purpcse of the regime |
was to divide the pessants by discriminsting betwsen the |
working pessants and middle pessants or kuloka, Accordlng to |
the Communist doctrines the middle pessants in many cases, |
and the kuloke slways,wers mondkd considered exploiters, |
The industriel workers were inclided to consider all peasants
expleiters,regardless of how much land they owned,or whether

the¥ employed others or not. They slso blemed the pessantry

for the high food prices,

The industrisl workers got along better with the 1irntelligentsla.
They worked together in plants and fectorliea. lost €f the
engineers and sxecutives mae refused to have anything to do

with such things as,for eEample,lsbor competitions and
d&tarmiﬁg produation norms, They were willing to handle only
technicel problems, In this wey the industrisl workers and
the o0ld intellipgertela were united in their struggle agalnst
Communist lebor emploitationd methods, Some of the younger
engineers,educaeted by the Communists,were more willing to
cooperate with the Commnists,but such people bolonged more
to the now upper=oless than to the intelligentsia.

The Communists wanted to creste an intelligentsias of thelr
own, This new young intelllgentsis would have liked to be
condidered different from the old intelligentsia,but 1t

soon repglized thet 1t 1s sharing the fate of ite pemdmux
predecessora, They soon realized that thelr futpre outlook was
just as bad as that of the old intelligentsia, *his sewrved

to unite the two groups.

After World War II there could be noticed a definite
equalization of soolsl standings. The intellligentslas sarnk
down and the othar two classes rose up, Clase barrisrs were
even leas distinet than bafors,

E. Immdddately after 195 anybody who hed telent,experience,
or knowledge could get ehead, fs the Communists took over
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graduslly, the importance of talent and knowledge declined
proportionetely. At the end talent was not at all important.
Voat emphasis was pleced on class origin and polltical ereed.
At first,the Commmunists were not interested in whether the
parunn.uﬁn professed to be a Communist wea really a Party
member by corviction or mot, Later on they also tested the
convictions of the person concerned. ut even then,talent
played a very important role in such cases where talent and
knowledpe were esgentiel, For exaemple,in the case of a
professor of medicimne., Beginhng with the first Imre FNagy
rugima in 1953,class origin begen to play a leas important
role,

Under Commmuniam the person most liasble to get ahead 18 one
who is capsble of charging hia political beliefs and
convictions as tha situation fam requires. In other words,
he mmat be a turn-coat, His class oricin is very important,
He msut be willing to kill his own mothar should tha FParty
aslk him to do so,
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VI,FMILY LIFE URDER COMMUNISH

A.Communism in ary aeffected family l1ife o a great
extent. In our family it served to strengthen femily ties,
Ve had to suffer very much,because my father was a kulok,

He wes 1mprisoned, L8 ted the family more than Eu@drs
buafra before. Persscution under the Communists also helped
to improve our views on 1ife. I think this can be sald of
all persecuted people. I raver felt that there were quarrels
or strife because of the frustretion snd bitterress which
often arise in such situations, I think that our experlances
under the Communiats served to make us more religlous,

Put in general, Comminlism served to loosen fahlly ties.
Young pecple wers inclined to consider marriapge less
seriously. The parties ateged by the Commmnists on Shturdays
and Bundays often ended in revelry which d4ld not 1improve
morality. The atmosphere of cumpulsery lying in smhmk which one was
forced to live probably effected family life also.

With respect to family 1ife,there is a condideralbe difference between
the c¢ity and rural population. I think that in rurgl Hungary,morals
did not decline to such an exrent as in the cities. Divorces were
comparatively much less frequent than in the cities. Alsoc,pecple
regarded marriasges hore serioualy.

B. Even under Crmmunism,usually,the children received a basic
religicus educaticn at home. In schecll the teachers attampted to
change the child's views and belis{s. A ¢onflict arose between
aschool and home. The parents attempted to counterbalance what the
child was taught at school. Children of school a-e are

very impressicnable. The fact that they were tauzht by their
parents to tell lies did not have a good effect om theri moral
character. The children who were older in 194& recefved a proper
religious and mersl basis,so Cemmunsim was able to do comparitively
lees harm to them than to the children of the younger generation.
The generation educated entirely under the Communist/ regime 1s
much effected by Com mun&sm despite the famet that this generation
fought sobravely against the Communist during the revolution.

The Soviet form of co-education,as it was introduced in Hungary,

had a very bad effect on adolescents. Co-educaticnal student homes
gave ample opportunity fwx to the beys mnd glrlpd for semual
relations., Some of these student homes were almeost as bad as red-
lizht houses. The child who came into a student home may have brought
with him from heme good meorals. Dut in this stormy pericd of sexual

S il
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awakening the opportunity provided by such co-educational homes would
prowve tooc great a temptation for them. It is true that very many of
these boys and girls would have had semual intercourse anyhow,but

perhaps not so frequently and not ao openly.

I think that Communism alsc effected the extent to whieh ehildren
siyw cbeyed thelir parents. Three rooms of our home had been taken
avay for class-rooms. Therefore,I had cpportunity to see how grade-
schocl children were being broutht up under Communism.

The teachers were not allewed to adminlister physical punishment to
the children. They tried to do everything else possible to make the
children behave, Thelr econduect was simply intoleratle. This probably
effedted the conduct of the children at home,but,in general, I think
that the children were still ocbeying their paronts. At least,in the
villaves, There was more cpportunity for discbedience in the cities.
City children were alsc ebeying their parents,but net to the same
extent as before the Communist regime. The increasing degree of
discbedience ef parents can be attributed tofnot cnly the influence
of school,but also to the general atmosphere created by Communism.

I am not aware of any change in the obedience to children thich can
be attributed *ﬁ%_tﬂ Emniis
social class. .

were

C. The relations between young pecrle/was sreatly influenced by the
Communist custom of addressing one another in second person mkmuiax
singular instead of formal third person plural,sa was the custon
before.(using the Cermsn "Du" instead of "Sie”" ) Previously one
could use such forms as addrese only when speaking te friends,rdlatives,
and persons wikikk with whom one was on very familiar terms. The
relaticns between two young pec=le of the cpposite sem previcusly
had been ;rreatly influenced by their religious and parental eiucaticn.
Under Communism there can be noted & penersl laxity of merals.

The Communists sttempted to keep relizion out of marria-e. Civil
marriates were comnulsory in llungary even befor the war., ut after

the civil ceremony,almost always, a chmrch ceremony was perfermed.

The Communists did neot ban church weddings directly,but & pmm person

who was being married in church would be termed a "clerical reactionist”.
This would be a dark spot on his cadre sheet and he would verylikely
lose his job.

By raylng extremely low wajes teo everyone,the brifles were alsc
compelled tc work. It was impossible te support & family by enly

ene salary. There was no hoeme in the reel sense of t he werd.

“others had to t ake their children to day-marseries and kinler-
garten. llere the Communists had the opportunity to take the first
steps in the precedd of meking Cormunisty janizaries out of them.
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I think,that under Communism,the women in Hungary have leost much of

their femininity. Long working hours,lsbor competitions,fatizue made
them much coarser than before. They too were inclined te frng forget
thelr troubles hpnt swiniimg by drinking and having a good time,even

when they could not afford to de so.

There was also a change in the way young people learned to know wach
other. Fermal introductions were not required as beffre. The meetinzs,
parties,dances,excursions organised by the Youfth Jrganicvatioms ~ave
young pecple amnle oppertunity to beccme mcquainted with each other.
It alsec gave them the opportunity to indulge in sexual relaticns.
I have already mentioned the effect of co-sducational students '
hmﬂi

In general,sexual 1ife was meuh freer than before. The nuimber of
illezitimate children incressed econsiderably. The last year before
the revolution abortions were officially permitted. Before that
they were severely punished. Prophylactics sere available at all
times.

Logad  prostitutdbn was tolerated until 1950. Then it was
banned. The ourrent joke circulating in Eudapest at that time
claimed that the government closed the houses of prostitution
because the Women's Democratic Federation complained to tlhe
Eonpetition. But there vas secret prostitdtion,especially in
Pudapest;not so much in the country.

Most £#m of the zirls and women could net afferd to buy clothes and
bear the expenses of their recreation from their salaries. Seme of
them would boecme acqua!ntel with some male who eould pay their
expenses. This wos not exactly prostitution. They did not fet any
money directly from the nerson concerned,and they went steaiy with
him for a considerable time.

I do net know what the official Cowmuniet view on sexusl 1ife was.

I never read anything abrut this im the neJsparers,ncr heard about
them over the radic. Sut,I am undor the impression that the Comrunists
Were so oppesed to relizion that they professed the oppesite views
even in guch matters as sexval conduct. T think the Commundsts W
ecnvictlon,in general, were less énhitited by church precepts khx

&nd moral views in their sexual 1ife than & cther peo-le.

D. If,of two friends,cne would goin the Cemronist FParty and become a
Party secretary,the friendship would probacly continue. Uowever,it
woculd lose its sinecerity. Tt would be in the interest of the non-
farty member to continue the friendship in order to have an influsstial
Cormunist friend whe ceuld 1elp him if needed. If the friendship were
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to be terminated,it would probably be done by the Communist friend,because
he must be careful in his associations with non-Pargy members. T think
that it is impossible to continue &# a friendship in such a way thet both
f#iends agree not to mix polities in the friendship.

E. T think the nurber of crimes,especially the nurber of crimes arainst
property,ineressed condiderably under Communism. 3ut there were certain
thefte which were not considered erimes by others. Ixtremely low wages,
and finenclal difficulties compelled practieally everyone to steml if it
was possible. It was not considered a ghiame if somecne soocks B was cau ht
stealinz fmom the office or the factory. In the villages it was not
congidered & crime tec steasl from a kulek. In general, one would get a
mach stiffer sentense for stealing 200 forints worth of merchandise from
a government store then for robbing a kulok of 20,000 forints. The
children of the po r pessants were alse brrusht up to believe that it

is not a crime to steal from the gardens cof the kuloks,or to oresk

their windows.

Speh ¢ hefts in mxewwxkamk an atmosphere of ccnstant lyin: made pecple
reluctant to believe eventincronmertves. thergelves. For example,
averyone had resdy five or six versions of hls own biorraphy,to use
the various versions as nesded.

I do not know the crime rate of woren. But T think that ihe Juvenile
delingquency increased during hhe Communist regime,

The pelice did not do ruch about the indreased rate of crimes. They
were mostly concerned with gelitécal crimes. They were apt to
eondider all erimes frem this point of view. They were not so
efficient as the pelice of the Horthy regime.

I think that there has been en imwe increase ifl alocholism,also. In
Saturdays and pay-iays the workers sere inclined to drown their
sarrcws in drénk. This wes done despite the fact th at the price of
aleoholic bevers es woe extremly hih.

The s0-called "Jampec" were yooni peonle of the cities ,mostly the
cnes who lost eentaet with their families. They cculd ve regognised
by their style of irese,the way they danced,and the way they wore
their hair. The kifx lives they usually led cculd not Le termed
exactly moral. Fost of them did not “ave a proner mersl up-beinging.
Some of them became criminials,or better said,some oriminals spent
their ill-zotten cains by copyln: the ways of the Jampeec.

I think that the Communist press and government spokesmen exazzerated
the situaticn. It was not by far a8 dangercus ps they made it Eppear.
They tried to mix pelitiecs in it. Iverything thet was Americsn was
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immediately termed "Janpec". Iraoctically anyone wearing a checkered suit
was in danger of veiny called one. The situsticn was sorewhat better in
Budapcst. .

I think that the phenamenon of the Jampec can be explained by the
natural inclination of all youn: people to copy and imitate tbhers.
In every Bountry there are probatly young pecple whe sre too shallow
to be interested in rericus problems,and their interest 1s centered
on their rersonasl aprearance and recreation. “uch youn sters setthe
style and others are inclined teo imitate them. ut there may alsc be
volitical reascns for the conduct of the Jampecs. In his oprosition
to Communism he prefcrs to imam dance the /merican jitterbug dances
instead of the Fussian masurka,and to wear bright eclored sport-shirts
instend of the ussian gimnastyerka or rubashka,

The majerity of the Jampees are ycunr people from industrisl werkers'
flamilies. Young people whe Jid nct want to study,had no amciticns,or
could not study were Jampecs. T think that in this grrun there were
very few such mexkmxs young meubers cof the intellirentsia who bocame
Jampecs because they were unaoule to ccnmtinue their studles fer political
reasons. 1n goneral,l think thet the Jampecs are more of a city
phencmenon than a rural cne. Peasant children did not indulge in such
thikzs. =z “pori clubs and youth orcmanizsticns also contriiuted tc

the Jampecs.

The age of the Jaspecs varied from 16 to 25,

I do not consider their conduct criminal. I think that the parents of
such children werc,therselves,in favor eof such conduct. They were cof
the same mentality.
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RII. FELTOIW

A. Communism had a jreat effect on relizion én Hunzary. Interference in

religicn began by poisoning the minde eof the children in day-nurseries
and kkndergarten,and extended to the srrest and imrrisonment of the
hizher elergy. The effects of religiris persecution in lungary either
made people mere relizicus,or it drove them te the other extreme.lhst
is,they lost their faith. Nevertheless,churches were always full,even
in 1951 and 1952 atthe tine when relizicus persecution wss at its
eak. University students did not dare te sttend relizir s services.
AVH sent stencgranhers to the churches to take down the sewmons.

I believe that the Catholic bhurch in Hunzery was hardest hit by
Comminism. Tiis was because the mor'l princinles of the Catholic
Church basically differs from those of the Communist Party. The

Catholic hirher clergy was unwilling to ma'e any concessicns te
the Communis=t,and would not meke any corpromises. ! few of the
Proteastont hizher clery were willing tec do so,but ii is anocther
question that the vast majority of the Protestant lay men dis-
anproved of this.

I do not think that the Jewish relizicn was persecutdd in Hungary.
This was probably beasuse the Jewish synogezuss were able to resch
astexkmxx an arreenent with the Cormunists .

Rglizicn plays & very important role in my life. hy parents are also
wery relizlous. I think,in remeral,I am mere relizicus than the
average nerscn in dungary. I ¢ teo chureh frequently and attend fass
and participste in loly Communicn often.

C. Felirious frecdom should exist not only on paper,but zlso in
practice. Tihe “tate should rever interfere in the affairs of the
Chureh. Cut it ie necescary in such countries as,for emample,lun:rry
where the church is relatively poor,tc have the state contribute to
the surmort of the ehurch. Inm an indepvendent lunsary T aporove of
the return of the church scheols to thé chirches. T weuld malke
relicicus trainine oompulsery. T Lh!nk the churchgs rheuld be
allowed to velee thelr dpinirn in such matters a= the censorsiip of
films,books and pleys. In an independent tun;ry I would net vant to
have clergy head the government,lut me:bers 6 the elsmiy sheould be
allowed to tley an active rele in oelitics,

0. (The resprndent could not be persuaded to enswer questions on Judism.)

e
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VIIT.T.F HONI/RIAN YWTH

A. In yeur question concernins the Hungarian yeuth,de you mesn the yeuth
before the revelution or Bhe youth which took pary in the revolution?
Eefore the revoluticn,under Hungarian youth,one usually meent the rembers
of the Tisr organirastion. This included schcol children from 1L &= until
the completion of thelr university studies. I am hot certain,but I thirk
there was an sge limit of 25 or 26 when a student ceased to be & member
of the "isz,even if he had not comrleted his university studies.

Fut ,if you mean the youth which took parg in the revolutirn,then,the
Ihm_;nri;u youth includes younzsters from 6 to 8 te youns people of
30 te 35.

Bs Tn the lest six menths bpefore the reveluticp ,a certain restlessness
could be cbscrved amony the 'unzarian youth. They too were svare of the
intellectual ferment. 1:ey werc also effected by ‘t. Sut in this

intellectual ferment they did not pley a leading role,they enly particirasted

in 1it.
cutbreal of the rewlution

The demonstrations which lofd to the VENGHSUPEVEWRD were or anited and
staged entirely by the university students. fcme secondary schools slso
took part,and when the demcnstratoers were already out on the street,t'en
other pecple,mostly werkers,loinsd them. It can be dald thet hhe
Hunzarisn youth,cspecially the university stulents,crpanized and sta-cd
the demcnstrations. -ut here =mx a:isn,they had the asslstance and
advice of young intellectuals such as assistant university vrofessors,
writers,and sc cn,

I don't think that the unrarasin youth led the fi:htinz. Tt is better
daid that they only initisted the fizhting.

It must be mentione ' that some of the students whe partiwinated in the
demonstrations were Cormunists,and déd not want » revelution or 3 cnanze
of zovernment. out,by subsequent events they too were eau-ht Ly the tlie
ef the revelutirn and particlapted in the fichtins. Tt can be sald that
the fis tinz vas started by the vl -ersity students,but very soon,ihe
industrial wrrkers tock cver., It can not be sald that there vos any
lesdership &t 811 durdn: the fi:iting. There wes no leaders Ir even
withing the Hun-ardan arry,itself.

I think it s the Hunjerian youth who initiated the reveolution, snd

noct nma any clder s =roup,bocause the youth in general 1s -l Jays rmore
enthusiastie. The !'uncardand univeraity umrm students wers the best
artanized class in lunrary. Ty had close ceontact with e=ch other,

ani they were alsc intelli:ent enrush to understsand the casiec peliticsl
problers and issues. And they were influcnced by tae intelléctual fermont
whiech tock tlece befrre the revol tirn.
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I think thet the elder pecple had a very zoed opinion of the Hunrarian
youth at the tine of the revolution. They were affeetad to tears Uy the
conduct and bravery of the youth. They were also moved to action oy the
youth. The lungarian yeuth,on their pert,had a deep ro:ari for the olier
generation,and they accepied their directions and adviee very resdily,

C. The Commnists chanjed the educaticnsl system of llunzary to a esrtain
axtent. Previously,from the fourth gmede of prémary schodl cne could 0
to the gymnasium,the curricular of which was eisht years. llow,the
Communists reduced the gymnasium to feur yearsg,and introduced a zeneral
grode scheool of eight yoars.(MOTE: Children not widhin: to study in
secondary schools had te ecmplete six years of grade schocl and repeat
the last class until they reached the aze of 17.) This new school
system slightly raised the level of cducation of theose who did not wish
to contimue to study,but it redused the level of the cducation of the
secondary schocls. Folitice were mixed inte all subjects,sven mathematies
and physies.

the lavel of educatien in the seconlary schcdls was peood,but far Below the
level of seccndary schools during and before the war. 1his refers only to
the average shudent,because there were oxcepticrally Lrilliznt purils in
all scheels. T think probably the few renaining rélizious scheols were
the only enes to maintain the provicus lewvel of eduction in the

secondary schools. Xsomibck

Few of the old experts on educsticn were tolerated in the Linistry of
iducation. Tiey were replaced by Commnists who cepied Soviet rgkhods,
an who had Sowiet text books txameferwsdx translated to (lungsrian.

The Hun:orien Communists ,in erder te insure all pessible technicians
neeled for their expanding industry,introduced a series of veestionel
schools. There were agriculiuee gymnasiums,chemical yymnasiums,and
gymnasiums for the iren ard steel industries,end for the censtrueticn
industry,ot.In these schoels,sll imrortence was attached to special
subjects,and such subfects =s Latin sm,nistery,literature,foreisn
lanzuazes(with the « xceptionef EI.I.BELD‘HS were cut dewn condiderablg.

It gas Interesting thet mum in the universities specisl departientis
for military sclence,larxism snd the Hus=zian lsnzusgze were set up
everywhere. Jome university professors attempted to maintain the
previcus level of universit; education.tut meny of them wore unzble
to do so becavse of the darge number of youn: workcors and pessants
who wore gent to unmiversities alter comparatively shert training
courses. They did not bhve the proper educetirnsl bschground to
continue kkxmir universgity satudies. ‘-"aﬁ eften politlezl pressure
waz brought on universlity nrofessors to let such students pass.
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Some university professors resisted as long as they could,but HEny
ef them were compellad to take directions from the educational depart-
ment of the Finistry of [ducation.

At the univergityes the Communists intreoduced a system cf study-zroups.
Students of one ¢lass were divided into groups of ten or twelive. They
studied together. Tuch srours also served to previde detailed infor-
matlien off the conduct =f and mentality of the students. There was a
police spy in every such group. Oroups were often changed so that the
members would not set accustemed to cach rther. Tt sometires required

two or three years to ennile kexde a person tc lecide in whom he can
confide,

The majerity of the univar8ity professors were nrofessers who had
recelved thelr nominnticns from the peevious rezime. They were
eminent sciontists,and scholars who could not be dispensed with.
“ome of the prefessers whe had been nominated by the Communists were,
at least seeningly, Party members, Dut cven these professors were
gell qualified to teach at universities.

In the secondary schools the previcus instructors depended,to 2 great
extent,on the directer of the schocl. This was a key nosition to wh ich,
usually,Hokde relisble Communists werc sssigned. Mot all ~f the young
instructors whe finished thelr studies under Communism were polidically
relisble. / few of ther were Communists and were assined to key postas.
pusitiemz lhe rest of them were patisfied if they were loft alone by
the director.

It is my impression that the young zymnasium instructeors who Tinished their
studies under Communism :did not know as much as was requirsd during and
before the war. The pelitical conduct of the schoel teachers wes not as
favorable as that &f the secondary schoel instructors.lany new young
Comminists were assi-ned to teach schorl,and the majority of the old stafr
did not have enouch Lackbone to resist or maw sabotere Communist instructicns
eoncerning education. This coused a very unfaveraole impression in the
villages abort the intelle:entsia.

E Tt is true that the Commnists spent much time and effort te
indoctrinate the Hungerasn youth, Their indoctrinaticn began in
kindergarten. In xool orade schools and secondary schcols text-
books,especially thrse on history and litersture,were entirely re-
written accerding to Cormunist taste. Tecondary sehicel studenis
were tauzht Communist thecry in the form of "constitution." It the
universities Communist Jcclrines were spread in econcmic clasees,and
also in epceisl classes on sorxism. The teachlns of Fussian uas
sompulsery in the universilties.

The Communist were unsble to indeoetrinate the Hun:carian yruth becaouse




the youth was able to see tie centredictions between thedqry and practice,
If something is repeated on and on,at the end you will believe it,but not
if you see the oppesite result in sveryiay life.
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IX. MAJOR DISSATISFACTIONS AS FELT IN EVIRYDAY LIFTL.

A, The mmst thing we wented most in Hungary was freedom;freedom to talk
without fear,freedom to trasvel,lreedom to express cur opinicne. Cormunist
pressure did not allow one to do any of these things. It was so depressing
to know that my clese relatives lived only a few kilometers awey on the
other side of the Hungarian-Fugsian border and I was unable to visit them.
But even more unbearsble were the spiritual restriections,the regimentation

of thousht and beliefs.

The peasants complained most about the pressure to form farm cooperatives.
They wera slso troubled constantly becsuse of the eompulsory delivery of
producte. Their taxes were extremaly hizh. Ferhaps everybody in the
country complained becsuse cf a conetabt lsck of fugnids.here were alsc
pericdical shortage of ;oods,and goods which could newer be obtained.

The Soviet taste in culture was alaso very irritating. A1l cultural
contactes with the Yestern workd were prohibited, We lived in constant
fear. Feople were very poorly peid. This applied dlsc to those young
workers and peasants who were urged by the government to study.
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X.THE FCONOMIC LIFE

A. DURING my last year in Hungery our family menaged to get slong fairly
well financially. Since the first Imre Nagy govermment in 1953 the life
of the kitloks became more tolerable, About one year before the rovelution
they were practically all rehabilitated.

This rehsbilitation of the kilcks was not the same in 2ll villajes. luch
dependod on the composition cn the villege council. Scmetimes they simply
refused to carry cut the instructions o £ the minlstries. Jn the other
hand,it must also be admitted that during the kulck oprression the
situstion was mere tolerable in one villaze than another 4f the village
council consisted of men with geod intentions. In cur villaze the
eituation improved condiderably compared to what it had been before.

My father farmed cur 35 yokes of zkmé land. Hy brother-in-law helped hirm
sometimes. My mother had a liver allment,and she was unable to do more
than the houseworlk.

The foéd at home was the aluple village fare,but there was an abundance
of this. We did not have milk keemwmm or dairy products because during
the last yeor my father did not have & cow. Ye were not so wedl off in
the matter of clothes,but you must consider that in the villages people
do not need am am many clothes ss in the city. Hy father had three or
four suits, This included his work cletles as well.

iy parents lived in one room,ons kitchen,and one small hall. Previously,
we had had a five room house,but three recms were confiscated fer olase-
rooms,end a fourth was taken away to use as zn office of the farm co-
cperative in cur villase.

Fromthe Fall @f 1955 T had besn living in Dudapest,studying and precticins
to pass the entrance examination ¢o the fcadamy of Music. I had to pocxtdde
practice ss much as six howrs a day, I received atout five or six hMundred
forints a month from my brother-indlaw end parents. I paid 180 forinte
for a month,and meals cost me 380 forints & month =zt a students' cafeteria.
I did not have much clothes,and m winter coat was a very thin cne.

It was 8 1oy for me te spend cne or two weeks in Debrecen durin: the
summer vacstlon. I lived therc with an elderly lady in whose home I
lived at the time when I was a pymnasium student. I did not have 1o DEY
any money fer my reom snd bossd,but my parents sent her potaloes and
other produce in the sutumm. A1l I necded was a little ppendin: money,
but this in all wes to be consldered & luxury.

My greatest problems were quarters. I had to bave a room in which I
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con’d max prac‘ice,and one in whieh there wes 3 =k mue phano. I could not
afford to rent one,

Mthough Hunzarian peasants are very unpretentious,nevertheless,we live
mach better vefore 1945. Fer example,befeore and during the war my parents
were able to buy me a bass viol,and to pay for my music lessone. They
could not afferd to do so afterthe war. Under Communism thers have been
cergaln changes in my stadnard of living ,but this can be attributed to
not the betber economic comlitions,but to the fact that I had Ercsn up
and was living in a different envircnment.

Jur standard of living was thc highest in 10Lf,and the lowest in 19L1.
Amens the familles in knew in Communist Hung ary,probably a distant
relative of mine lived the best, li&¢ was a youn: schocl teacher Wmwho
married the daushter of a comparatively vealthy pesaant. Althoush his
father-in-law was comparatively réch,he was not termed a kulok,and not
persecuted. The yec ng eouple lived wlth their in-laws. The wife did not
work. They did not have te pay anythin: for rent or food, “hat the
husband earned they spent only on elothing.

The low standard of livin: in llungzarsy under the Communist regime is due
to political and economic reszsons. To e-d the nrivates ownership im of
land in Hungary,it was the nurrese of the Communist party te ruin the
peasantry. The introduction of labeor competitions served to exploit,to
the greatest poasible extent,both industrial and agricultural workers.
This was one in order Yo incresse te the maximum the experte to the
Soviet Unicn. Very much was taken from Hunzary to the Soviet Union,and
under the pretext of reparation ghiprents.

"n the other hand,the Communists crested a new small clas=s of w=m well
pald Cormunist officials and officers who lived cons Lderably much better
off than tefore.

B. I don't know what the averase menthly income of my father was. I
think that the income of a peasant such as my father wss deter-inad by
the amount of his tax. He had to work unt!l he ceuld pey off his taxes.
I belileve that in the last year mmfex before the revolution lyy fathers's
annual tax was 25,000 forints.mogmee Since the rehabilitation of the
kuloks beyan my father earnod encugh to pay off his taxes,and to have a
oit left for clothing and other essentisl expenszes,

In the lagt year before the revelution I did not work, I wes studying to
prepare for my entrance exaninetion to the /cademy of Muele in Fudspent.
I recelved soout 500 forings a month from my brether-in-law and my
fether, I had great difficulty in making ends meet,and hzd to live & Very
simple life.

iy £ather did not pay any trade nnien dues,btut T tiink that his last
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subgpeription for governpent loan was 2500 forints.
My father did not have any sscondary scurce of income.

My mother kept house for us,but she was @nsble to work on the farm;bocause
she was 11l. “hile my zrandmcther was living,she did the hcuse werk at home,
and my mother was avle to help on the farm. My brother-in-law and my sizter
would come te hedp my mother and father. “e did not dsre to iire any help
for the farm.

C. Peasants were not always permitted to sell their produce on the open

market, They could do this only if they had met all ecrwulscry farm

deliveries,and had paid their tames. Then what was left,snd vhat they

ware able tc spare they could sell on the free market fer scmewnat mere |
than X what the same products sold for at the governnent stores. But

I do not know how much the 8ifferences in prices wers.

Suits and &lething were cbtainable only in goveroment stores. You eculd
arder custom made clothes,but this cest meouh more than ready-made cdcthes.
The government commissicned shops seld only seecnd-hand erticles.

The items aveileble in llungarian retail stores were items of mass-production.
Their quality was inferior. T did not notice ardy chanze in the quality of
the goods during the verious years. The poor quality of the products canpe
attributed to the aldmr labor competitions,snd the attempts to economise
with materials.

I did not notice any bottle-neck situations arisdng in the diptributicn

in retail nrticles. "het wes not availehle in villase stores wes not |
available in Godapest mithmw:,neither. Tt wes mest difficult teo get .
foreisn spare parts,but Hunjarian spare parts wers zvailsble. I de net

think there was any spoilase or waste of focd.

At cne time thero were shortiges of flour,mest,snd lard. Pecple hzd to
1ine up for these,not only in the citjer,buy also in the villases.

Shoes and clothing were available vecause they were Loe expensive to bufy.
At one time it was entircly imposeible teo ret eranzes,citric fruits,dates,
banange,etc. Coffee,tea,and comon were =lso her! te et. dowever,one could
sea mime lemons in the last year before the revolutienm. I de not knew how
much they cost,I never bousht any. lhere was an acute shertaze of bread
in 1750 and 1951. At that time bex Presd rationing was introduced,and
even the farmers who gre: the wneat hed to stand in line te Luy bread.

There was an extensive black-market in Hunzery durinz the 19L5,19L6
infaation, I have had no percongl experience with the black-:arket
after this date,but I heard that articles,especially textiles,
smuzilel in from abread were cbtainabls on the black-parket. I do not
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know anything abuoat thelr pricef or sbout their quality, I
don't think eny retail merchaty would have dared to demand
more than the official price for axy product or erticle he
sold, MHe could do this only if he knew the customer very
well and trusted him. I do not know what the punizshment for
black-market speculstions was.

D.{Respordent wes & studernt who rever had any full time
employment. Hia father wes slso a2elfl employed on his own
farm, Therefors,questions under sub-section D had to be
omitted,)

E. In Mungary I wonld like to live in & city,but to sperd
summer vacationa In the eountry. 1 prefer city 1ife only
because of my interest in musie.

In my épinlon the rurel populetion of Hunpery asbe more and
better food,but perhsps,ths demards of tho peesartry ere
mach smaller in this respect then those of the clty population,

I think thet the generel stardard of living was hisgher in
the citiee ther in the country,

Perhaps 1t wes easler politically to live in the uities than
in the country, "any pessarfsleflft their farwe asid moved to
the city bacause they ecould stand the oppreasion ro longmer,
On the other hard, there were some of the sx-members of the
intelligentsie who went to the courtry ard lived there much
more pescefully then in the clty.

The Hungarlan pesserts hesrd about "kolho:"-es long
befors 1945, Mungarian soldiers who foupght on Lhe (nssian
front told much about their sxperiencss in Sussian whan

they returnsd home for home-lesve. _verrons wes pragudiced
egainat the "kolhoz"-es ayatem,and it wnas useless fo
substitute "Tarm cooperstive production growp" for

The agricultural pollcy of the Communist Party geve every
poasible assistance to the firdt few farm cooperatives,

They opereted et & consldersble loss, Seemirgly,lii'e on

these farm cooveratlves was better end oesisr for the peasants
than 1t hed bean bofore, But such show-wilirdow cocneratives
ware vary few, Soond the Hungarlan peasarts reallzed the
diffienlties and dissdvartares of ferm cocperativea, This
These were disagreemsrts concerning mensgement,lermm cooperative
membars had less incantived to work than when they owred

thler oun land,
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1 think et the kuloks were most opposed to Parm cooperstivas
and collectivizaticm. The middls pessertry &t one time played
with The 1deas of joining. Jome of the small peassrvs were
opposed to farm cooperaftives,othera were in Tavor of them,

The Murgarian agricultural mmmmnmw:mz
proliteriana who hed 1o 1armd of their oun wera the ores maat

in favor of colleetive farming. But they too soan became
disiilusioned with 1t wher they saw that thoy were enprring

less thar they hed beforas.

smaipaisfore the revolution I hed heard of some farm co-
operativaes being dissolved. The papers did rot write about
this; 1 do not know any of the detalls,

Thesa ferm cooperatives were probably dissolved becanse thay
wers operating at a loss, The mombers were eernirg practically
rothing, Tere was much argument gebout mmarazemert problems,
o mich bureauferecy end red tape were involved, In gereral,
everyone werted to it in en oflice and direct others,inatead
of poirr out to the flelds ard worl,

If T were en azriculturel worker iIn Gommurlst Turgary I would
mich prefer to wWork omn = privats farm.

In &an independent Hunzery farmers should be aldowed to s2ll
their produce on the open market, "arkeb vrices shonld rot
be reguleted by the goverrmsnt, But if prices get too low,
then the povermmart should come to Ehe assistarce of the
farmers, the seme se here in the 1'rited States. The egri-
snltural praform introduced by the Nommuniste should not be
abolishad,but the losrmer estates dhould not be restored %o
their previous owners, 1 think it would be andvissble to
contime the mecherization of tha farms,ard to intreduce an
unper iimit of 100 yokes per lamlly.

- Ry —
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AI, THE POLITICAL LIFE

A. Bafore 1°48 I wes too young to be interested in polities,

I don't see any difference in the Communist FParty before 194f
and after 1948, There is basicelly no differerce betwser Belas
Kun and Relcosl, I state this opirion despite the fect that
belore 1948 I had hed no practical experience with Commundse,

B, I think thet a sharp distinction should be made batween
old Commnist members and knew Communist Party members, e
0ld ornea are the Tommurlasts who took part in Pergy activities
at the time when the Party was forced to operate undergrourd,
"Many of them irfiltrated the Boclal-Democratic Party.

In 1945,when the {irst electlors showed how few Commardists

there were in the country,the Huncarian Commrist Party beran

to recruilt members. Bt that time Communiat corvictlors were

not nacessary. The veet majority of the people, then, Joined

the Party baceuse they falt renrisnsls because ol their

conduct or political belisfs durinc or before the war, Commnigt
Party membership offered them immunity from eriminkl prossoution;

They were aslso amble to leen thelr jobs,

fhexmaraxrazEnkxRarkrmankenexanayatthar wanbarsrkyxsamiakinn,
srrnaaiiawa nEesakxgetxaherdxinxiifa

The more recert Party members pre sither Communists by comviction
or peoplea who wart to ret ahead in 11fs, The latter are willirg
to nreterd that they are Communista by comvietlon,

Vany people have joined the Communist Party withont the slightost
intention of aiding 1t. However, thoy umwittingly contributad

to the rlss of Communist Party,because the Party was able to
always refer to 1ts lsrge mombership, Immediately after the
naexmax lorld War II many people thought that Comrmanlsm may bde

a chenge for the better. Thoy soon beceme disillusiored, This

ia true especially of the industrlasl workera., Vaerny smell g:d
middle peoasarts also Jeired, The intellipentsia reslisted
Communism #8 long ss 1t could,but Cinelly they,too,hed to glve
in,

Our Imprassion was that the péliecy of the Communlat Party slways
devended on politicel ard economic cordltions(for ememples,
muarai¥squerrols with Tito,the cage, Stalir's death,etec.)
The polioy of the Hunmarier Communizt Party was always direscted
by “oscow,
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There Wers necesserily differerces of opinion within the
Communist Party,because the Communlst Parfty was creatad by
ebsorbdng other parties,such as the Social-Demoorstlie rerty.
T™is sbsortlon wes complete only seemiiply,. llowever, terror
also axisted within the Party ard 1o differences of opirion
could be expressed. Only when Imre lNagy came into power
could some of theaze differerces be expressed,

True Party morale could mot exist in the Communist Party
whish considsred amgwanﬁ whiech wes quick to punish
the slichtest deviation Irom PYarty lime, Terror within the
Party and the unecsrtalinty of the Party moembers mede them
refrain from expressirg ary oninions, One could feel that the
Party members were forced to tiake the opinlon that the Party
was right ro matter what resolutlon was adoptad,or what wes
to be seid st the moeotings. The Communist Party tolerates mo
contredictions ard no dewviations,

ihen,efter s meoting,one entered s room wilch was 10W &pLy
but for the cigarette smoke srd cimerette butts,ore felt that
this wes the scere of a meetinz of which a few people with
bsd conscierces roddsd approval of what the Tomdyx cmndpotent
party hed to say.

There were reeessarily chanzes 1in Perty Horale,tnt thess

were rot ewiderte-Only after a limited freedom of axpression
was grented in the post-3talin era, Xmsx dven mary of the older
Commmuniste who were members of the urdergrourd Communists
beceme disillusioned with Comwurdsm, This however,they had to
keep strietly to themselves,or they could tell only thelr

most reliable frierds,

The guality of Party morale within the Commurdst Pnrty ls
recessarily determired by the composition ol 1ts maembers,

‘he top lesders of the Commnist Perty ere either dlabollc
fenatics, embitious people with ro moral {nhibitions,and the
me jority are Comrmnists by comvictlon., Some of them have
pergonality. For exemple,people like '1jk who fourht in
Spain,or Commniats like !laltosd who spent long yeers 1in
prison. "hey hade character but they do ™% have moreals.

The intertions of some top Communlstd members way have been
good at the time when they joined. Later on some of them
may have reslized their mistake,but thoy wera unable %o get
off the moving train. “ost of the top Commurdsts are sfter
both material end personel geins,



Vi

261"

%, 33 /X1

The top Commurist loeders must accept spd follow blindly tha
resolutions adopted by the Party. The true motives of t
Party's policy ers not slways made public. Bery often, they
are disgulded ir nretexts, In the hierarchy in the Communist
Party the resolubions adopted by the top lesdsrs wmust be
accepted without question by &ll lowar offlcisls, Ths common
Party member must corneesl his dlssgtialfection with Party polley,
and carmot leave the Jarty 1T he warts to. Thexmakiwssxefixize

3 TR ERFXREEERThO reactliors fo the common Papty
members tn.Partg policy very according to whet sroup they balorg,
ard for whet motives they had originally joined the Party.

0f Huangery beoomes irdependent the top membsrs of the Communist
Party should be brovght to justice.

C. There wes open a1d officisl opposition to Commurlam in
Hungery from 1945 until 1948. st 1=, ss long as other
politicel rartiea wers allowed to sxist, Whan the opnosition
parties hed been lignadated in 19:", strong opposition to
Communisk could be moticed In the villages wkere Communists
were unable %o find neople willire to Joln their farm co-
cperatives, Thei» answer to this was higher temes ard higher
compulsory delivery quotas for the kuloks ard middie peasmrte.
The peasantry resisted and ssbotaved thils the best it could.

e Inmersin industrial wor'ers shousd resistarce whan labor
compatitiona were introduced,and when workers were rot allowad
to leave thelr Jobs and seslk employmert slaswhere without
official permission,

Grumbling elways existed,but to what extert it wes domne openly
Exxmax depended larrely on the pollticsl nressures at t he time,
At the heipght of the Communist terror in 1951 ard 1653,people
complairsd very much to reliesbbé friends only. Polies informers
were everywhere., 1 heve not hesrd amythlrg sbout strikes smong
industrial worlkers,

The faota whioch I heve mentlorad sre public krowledgs in Hungsry.

I think thst Bhess swall ecte of opnosltion were,in s certatd
sense ,effective, They kent up the dissatisfacticn of the peoplse,
The Jg-nvarmmnt: was rot entirely irdiffererit to public epinlon,
end think that hed there been not tha slishtest avidsrcs of
resiatarce,the goverrment would have procscdsd at a much mbre
rapid pase 1ts progran to mske Huncervy Communistic,

Open opposlition in Rauxxey Hungery declinad somewhat in L951
end 1952, It inorecsed after Stalin's death,srd was at 1ts
hédght baefore and during the revolubion.
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The intelldctual ferment in Hurgary sterted Immedistely after
Stalin's death. Ths first writers were probebly instructed to
write the srtiwles which sppeared only to enable the Commmnist
Party to show thaet there was freedom of oplinion in Hungary.
With the loosering of the reins the irtellectuals became much
bolder. Finally,the "Irodalma Vjsag" sppeared,and the Petoll
Circle was formed,

T heard about the Petofl Circle only irmediately before the
cutbrosk of the revolution, I read about 1t in the "Irodelmi
Ujsag",The Hungariar intellectuels in the Petofi Circle and
the authors who spoke their minds during tho new course BaX
played an lmportant role,but did rot represert arything new.
What they had to say was known to cveoryone long ago. Their
immortance liea in the fact that they wewote open.y for t he
first time what evervbody felt in secret,

At first T did rot trust bhe new intellectuanls. Yany of them
Hed been swarded Stalin prises, But it can not be denied that
they started the avelarche that culminated in the revolution,

I value orly those intellectmals who had principles and
character,ard who were silenced under the Communist regime.
Mary of them hed been irprisored. "ost of the others hsd bean
prominent others who had only been cmrried away by the tide of
the revolntion, "any of thom have row recented,

'he intellectuels turned against the Commonist repgime probably
becesuse thevy were fed up with the tight control over thelr
1itersry activities., They were slways told what to write ard

how to wWrite.

L I e . T R - - m -
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XII.THE APPARATIS OF POVEIR

A. Prospective AVO men and officers were sslected when they
appeared befors the militaery draft baard. I f thekr claas
origin and background was right,they wers gelected and sernt
to specisl trainirg cemps where they underwent redlcal
treining, I had a friend who was a very likseble yourg peasant
boy. lle was drafted forthe fVO, In a speciel tralrirg camp
near Szeged he ues teught,smong other thirgs,how to torture
people, He said thet a diabolical non=commnlissioned officer
teught them how to hit people and whers to hit them,

The officers of the VO were very carefully selected. They had
to have spotless proleteriat backhrounds, They were villlans

capable of anything.Their top offlicers wers intellectuals
who sold themeelves to the regime, Ixkx

T have Had mo direct cortact i th the AVO, I ornly knew the
boy I just mentioned and slso heard a fey thincs from my room-~
mate whose brother had been hn AVC lieutenant,

My father hed been arrested and mlstreated no® by the AVOQ,
by the Hue Police, When they firally le® father go
he had to report every Sunday at the Police atation, He did
ot toll us mueh asbont what wert on there,but he fuaredinese
weekly visite to the police ssation voery mich., Once or thice,
when he drark a bit Lsaxmzmit more than usual,he sterted to
ard hinted that he was being mistrested and tortured by

the police.

I have rot heard of amy AIH man who warted to leeve the service,
or hed pengs of conscierce.

It is true that the vest majority of peopls in Copmmnist
Hurgery lived in constamt anxliety and feer. Thers wes only
a very small new upper-class which lived extremely well.

The question of what is to be dore with the AVH men in &
1iberated Hungsry 1lg a very difficult ore, There were amorng
them some simnle pessart boys who hed been recruited for
this service, It is nard to imaglire that they too hlstreated
prisoners or were brutal to others, The AVO officers uwere
probebly leas humane, I thipk it will be recessa to
irmvestigate the comuct of svery VI men erd,if' the ewidejce
warrante it ,he should be hraugi¥ to eourt,for trlal,

Yoat of the men serving with the MC berder guards wers
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recruited for this service, I thirk they are less dangerous
than the BElue /M0 had been,

"he polifticel role of the Blue Police differed considerably
from the MO "hey too hed their paaln elothesmen ard
investigatora,tut the dirty work waa lefit for the /WO to do,
However,in the villazes the Blue Pollice filled the role of
the AVO,especislly 1n the persecu tlon of the kulois,

The Blue Police force was also Communist,but the govermment
did rot trust it to the seme externt as it did the MO, I
thirk thet the Blue Police operated less effectively than
the pallice force durinz the wer end during the Horthy rogime.
In the firat few ieara g few police officers were retained
from those who hed served urder the Horthy regime ,but & hey
were replsced by new Commurist trained officers as soon as
it was possible,

In some places the Hlue Police ascted the same as the army
during the revolution, That is,they fought together with

the insurgents. In other places es,for exarmle,in Debrecen
the Blue Polien fired on the 4 emonstretors, In Daebrecen khx
three people had besen killed when they etbterpted to remove

g rad star from ore off the Imildirgs,.In Budepest the [Dlus
Police econducted themselves well,but very many AVO officers
put on Mimm blue unifooms to dispulse themselves.l personally
‘sew policeman tho were fighting in the revolution,

B. I think thst the civil courts in Communist Huncary were
also influernced by “erty politics, The courts were mEEj=R

pre judiced by the sceiel backaround of the peopls whose

cases they trisd, "uch deperndaed on the class origin of the
person appearing before the court. In criminal caces the
court was infliuenced elso byths &xsxk soclal origin of the
person against whom the erime was commlttod. Orimes committed
ggeinst ltuloke were punished much lesa severely than erimes
committed,for sxample,an industrlal worker,

I wes too yourns to rofice how the courts functioned during
and kaoft® bafore the war. fut on the besis of whet I have
heard from my father and older people,Il think that both rich
and poor rechévedthe seme treatment beffire the cowts. The
finareisl position of one influenced the outcome of the trial
only in one respect:the party who had more money had a betier
chance of solicsiting the services of the better lawyers.

I have hsard sbovt the peovnle's courts which were set up in
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1945 to try wer criminels, I do rot consider those Hungarian
army officers who fousht in the war as war criminels, I do
not believe that the sentences imposed by the Pacple's Courts
gould heve been just for the mere fact that t he Jjudges were
delegated by the vefious politicsl partiés and were not
Impartiel or unblased,

C. When the Hungarian students aterted thelr demonstratlion,

the soldiers inside the barreaclks fult thet something wes in
the air,despite the fact thet they were not aellowed newuspepers,
f few officers and the XYmmdszxxegf® hesds of militery sclence
departments of the Budapeat unlversities played an important
pert in orpgarizirg the demonstretions, It i1a heed to sey at
this stage how fer these officersthese offlicers warted to go.
For example,the cadet who spoke at our meeting hed to go throurh
8 certein seresning before he wes admitted to the mllita
acadoermy. Thereforg,he must have been a Commnist. He may have
wanted only certein small comncesslions,

In some of the barracks the soldlers saw the demonstrationrs
from the wimiows ard cheered them, But they were influenced

by the uncerteinty of the officers, For example,in the Barracks
facinz the square where the Dem statue stood,soldféers cheered
us enthusiasticelly and placed Hungarien flags on the barracks,
but were afraid of thédr officors erd did roft leave t he

building,

Arother thing must be talten in to conalderation in order to
understand the conduct of the srmy. Avong the erlisted men
there were very many who,for nolitical ressfons,were rot
permitited to study and hed been drafted for militury aervice,
These enlisted men did rmech to influence the others,

It can ot be dald the liungarian army fought as a arit. Th's
was out of the question becsuse there waa ro certral lesdership.
Put many smeller units of the army foucht together,and mary
officers ard drlisted men left their barrecks ard Joimad the
revolution individually.

The condnet of the srvmy depanded to & larpfe scale to whet
events took place in the wvicirlity where the various troops
were statlored. Dy this I memn that the troops in Budepest
reacted Xu differently when they sew the lsrge scale
demonatrations and the start of the lighting.then the troons
statiored in soms 1little place in tha trans-Darmblian distrlict
whare rothine at all happensd, Other urits were influenced by
the econduct of their officers. I thirk that if the offlliceras
gided with the revolution,thern they conld brim all thisr men
to jofn in the firhting, Dut,I thirlk,if the officera woere
opposad to perticipatirs in the revelution then thelr lrflusrnce
was comnarstively smellar,

— o —
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I was not surprised much by the corduct of the [lunrarian
ermy d uring the revolution. In the ons month that I was in
the ermy I sew srough cof army 1life to lknow that the xxdimwx
soldiers fere not satiafiod with the regime,

I served in the Hur?arian army for ore mornth in the summer of
1951. At that time I was a Tirfat year medical studert, I was
stationsd in Hajdusamson in a summer Emgw army camp seb up
eapacially for versity studenta, Ve were the first group
of univereity studeets who had to do compulsory military
service during thelr dtudies,thet is,duripz; their vecations,

We recelved Infantry tralnins. We had to pet up at dawn to

the sounds of m Russlien bulle. We had to merform Soviet
military exceecises., In course of this it was compulsory to
urinate. /fter the wilitary excercises we washed ard prepared
for inspection., Lreslkfmst consisted of dehydrated potatoes ard
gome bread. ffter that we hed politicel instruction classes
for one hour or sometimes for two, Then we wert out for drills.
For lunch we usunlly received aome atew with very little meat
iIr 1t and a slice of broasd, ’fter a short rest,oxcercises ard
drills cortimed. Sunper was at T o'clock ard we rocelved

sorme coffee,a alice of tread,ard & slice of bacoi., *bont every
gecord everins there would ba a film,but it was compulsory to
atterd the performerce. iletreat was sounded at 10 o'eclocl,

The a fere unrs very bed ard not erough, ‘e were not permitted
to recelve parcela from home, There was ro drirking water, but

we ware able to Luy bottles of beer from the certeer. Tho ceas
pools were too mear the wells and we did rot dere drilr! that
water., The officers erd the ron-wormisaioned officers,from
sgrgeant on,dld not eat the seme food as we did. 'Je were
cuartered in terts,twalve mer to & tent,

The mojority of the officers were ex-irdustrial workers,the
rest were ex-peasarts, The ron-commissioned offieers were
mostly neaserts, The officers hed been selscted to sttord
military trailnire courses at the hossuth ard Petofl ‘cademies,
Few of the non-commissioned officers were reenlisted men.

The officers chnse this profession because 1t was well psid,

it did rot require muech worl:,they recelved unifopms, cuerters
gerd food, The mon-comiuslored oflicers who reenliated were

ot pald ss well am tha officers,but they too had mery
edvantages ard did 1ot 11le to work. The ror-gmmmx commissioned
offiecers who were not reenlisted men had been nromoted to
théir rarks durinz thelr terms of commulsory military service.
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T thirle that gll officers were Party wembers ard most of the
ror-commissiored officera, Our cormandsr was a fajor woo
completed the famous school for mon-commissioned officers in
Jutas durin; the Horthy regime. Somehow,it wes my feellng
thet he wos not & Commmunist by sorviction, The other officers
were sasemingly Comrminists,especlally the politleel officers.
It was hard to decide who of them were rsally were really
Corrmuirists ard who were only pretending,
dut

In thse lire of both officers ard non-commissioned
officers played mexs mean tricks on us, Our tralpinz was
very stiff', ‘e had to merch magy weary kilometers, “e were
very tired st the erd of the month when we wers dischsrzed,

It was my immression that our officers had inforiority compleoxes
towardd us. They i@® did mot have the same baslc educetion as

we had, Their krowledge of militery matters was l=irly good, The
trairine proceeded ertirely elong Russian lirea. It couvld be sean
$het 1t wes based on en aburdarce of man-power. Irom erginesering
studenta who served in the anti-ett erafl't artillery,l heard that
the training of their officers wes very inedecuate, The cornduct
of the officeara ard ror-commissloned offdrers towerd the men

had nothing to €o with thelr Perty wmewbership or class orimin.

Seemingly there wes eausl treatmert for esveryons in the army.
Eut thepe were ope or two Disz secretaries who were 1n sasy
office Jobs,srd did rot have to go out fop drills ard excerclsas.
leedlesa to say,they wers Communists.

e hed oreard a hslf to tflo hours of political orientation afy
day. This conaisted of lectures and reports prepared by the
mep. Ya hed to take notes esrd onr rotebooks wers sxamined, “odi
of the meterigal we hesrd in politicsel irdoctrinstion classes
wes rot new to us,because we had had such subjects at the
university previously, Politicel indoctrlnation classes wara
entirely a matter of indiffersrce to us,but onerhaps we aven
preferred these classes to militery drills,

D, I thirk very few peonls in Hurcary remembar or resd about
the conduct of the Russians in Hungery when they erushed the
184R revolution, Put sveryone remombers their comduct in 1945.
Basieslly,this is the reason for their urnpopulerity in Hungary.

T was stil1l & child 1in 19L45,but I remember very woll that my
grandfather, whohad been s prisoner-of-wer in fussia during
Wlorld War T end others who were there with him,had e fsvorable
impression of the lussien neoonls,but they Tesred Commurilsm
after thef¥ empertences d4f the 191A8-1919 Commnist regime.in
Hungary. Therefors,te fesred the srrivel of the fAusslans very

T
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mich in 194) and 1945.

The first Fussisns who eame in,mxt took our horsss,and everything
else they took a liking to. Later some drurken J(ussdens came and
evan nulled the boots off my mother's feet. uverytime the dussians
agme my fethsr hed to hide in a seeret celler,becsuse they wers
telking swey the men for compulsory labor. The lusslans were also
committing atrocities egelnst womenmn,

'y opinidn of the fuasians d4id rot chergs wmuch Im with time, To
me they nlweye represerded Communism in Hungery. I did not
sympathize at all with them,

I personally did rot have mouh contact with Ruasien oeccupation
troops. One summer I wak worked full time on & rosd corstruction
job nesr the Russian adrfield in Debrecen. I talked to some of
the soldiers, A friernd of mine whe played the péaro well, EHEMERE
- g 8 to nlay jazz musiec,

R¥znndyn u:mxunl:iilﬁ#xixilm&xlixhihilmﬂa Haé'parmittﬁd to malte
a fow purchases in the ‘ngsisn ermy PX,ard on ore occasion I wert
with him,

Russian troope in Tebrecen were stetioned on the sirfield and in
one of the barrecks in the city. The iussian officers and their
femilies were living either on the ailrfleld,por in Xk speclal
apertment houses in the city. Ve could sea them snd their femilies
on the satreets often. The “dussian enlisted men were mot let oub
from the barracks or the airfield mamgxafiamxso ofter,

Their sometimea amiukxek orlentsl feastures and their rude manners
did not melre the lusslans vary popular. This in 1taelf had a
peculier effect on & person,regsrdlsas of hls previcus experlesnce
with Ansslans.

T™e ernlisted men were simnle péople arnd basiecslly mot evil, But
the 3oviet milttary system had made Jardazarles cut of them. The
officers wert about town very much, It could be seen that they
had plenty of money, They wers wdll fed ard well dreased
irdividuals who looked contentsd.

Thera wes very little soelel cortact betwsen the iussian sfilgmxx
pcounetlon troons ard the NMunserisana. Tefore the revolution thare
wes precticelly no cortsct whatever. The Hungerian women mi they
contactead vers montly prostitutes, I do not krow of ary court-
ghin,elthoush I hove heard thet In 1946 iussisn womern warted to
marey Mangarian men very bedly.in order to be allowdd to satay in
Hunzary, Thia was before the Commrdst govermment in the “owiet

Trlon prohibited merrismas hstween vesian citizens srd Toreizners,
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There were 1o soclsl cortact bdtween itussisn famllies and Hungarian
families, Huselan officers could be sesn more often on the stresets,
but there wes no besic differemnce in the atkttudes of the Humpmari an
population toward the iussien officers or the Ruaslan enllstad men,
The ussiens ware disliked and cdeaplsed by the Hungarian cilvilian
population.

My gemersl immression of the Husslens 1s that they ere ifusalaens \
first and Commmunlats only secord, They are petriotie despite thelr
rigorous Comrmunist indoctrination erd treinirg. I do not know whot
their opirion 1s of imssla economically end politicelly,but I think
thet t hey 1ike the situation in Hungary,end mary of them wanted to
remain here, It 18 my immreasion that the tusaianu likted the
Hungerians wore ther the Hungariane liked them. Probably the officera
were more Commundistle thar the marp, Durline the revolutior ndilther

I mor my femily mor any of our frierds hed ery direst sortact with
the russisn troopa in H,.rprary. From the wirdows of our studerta’
homaf I saw mary Russiars moldiers ard civiliers nmlike,but I did

not snaak to sery of them, I elsc sew IXNNF mary Hussians on my

way from E‘udmaut home.

The {ussipn clvllians scemed bvery unum"tain amd frightered, The
women were crying.

I do rot think thera wes ary differerce in the conduet of the
Rusaian officers inh cormerison to the enlisted mwen. /11 &8 the
Russians wera youne,wlth the exception ef & few high rarking
officera. ost of them were Ukraniens ard White Ruasians, I saw
Vorgollens ard Asieties only in the firat da;ru of Kovember. The
axx Asietics gave the impresslon of belrg very wild,but £t ths
agme time,thay too were um:artain. I think thet the Huusiam whe
hed been utntiﬂmd in BY reary &8 lorger time before the revolution
foupht very urdillinsly sgal nat us, Probably,this 1s the reesson
why they had to be replaced,

I know sbout the conduct of the Hussian troops durirg the
revolution only from hesrsesy. Ia the first stape of the revolbbion
I don't think that the [usaienrs committed amy ect: of atrocity
agelrst Hunrarlan eitlzers,but this may heve npansd after
lovember lj. I heesrd of kkxwx such csses,but orly kpow of them from
hearsay.

E, Ora of the rooms of our bhousos at home had been telrer wwey Lrom
w8 ard was used by the locel onoperative store ss an office, The
menreer of this cooperative store was o younr Commurist of 17 eor
a8 yesrs of re, fis father had also been & Commurdst from 1945 on,
Iie ranﬂvﬂd a very mood pey,rmetiing sbout 2000 forints ner monsh,
He did ro% heve more then 2mx iz elpht mrndoes ol slemantary schaol,
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but was e very bright young chsp. I thirk thet he was a Cormunist
by corvietion, He hsd telent,but did not have trainirg. Fs was s
typical bureaucrat preperirng the many spperfluoua reports ard
statistics., l[le was disagpeesbls to my parerts becsuse he had
taken sway one of théir rooms.

In Hungery I have knoun one or two publle admimistration officiels
who had conecern,primarily,for the bendfits of the Hungarian neopls.
But such officlals did rot remsein Ir office long.

P. In Commnist Hunrary 1t wes sometimes pcasible to clrcumvent
regulations end rulea, For examnmle,wher I applied for admimsion
to tho Emdxpast Debrecen School of "edleins I sutmitted false
facts in order to bz errolled, This waa dore with the asclsterce
of the local Party secretary 1In our villepe, Iy brother-in-law
krew him well ard induced him to rive me a report in which the
amount of lend my father oured waa stated to be less ther whet

he really hed, I wea admitted to the school,but sfter a year they
fournd out ard diemissad me,

pfter + he introduction of wvillare coureils,it wes dhore difficult
to ofrcumvert coverimert refulatiorns in the wey I hed dore with
the gid of the Perty secretery, In soms villeres whers thﬂﬁfpubliu
pdmiristration officials wers more coonerative,much could be dom
to alleviate the burden on the lhloks, For exampls, some villapes
permitted the Xk lmloks bo buy livestock jointly for the purposs
of delivédring it to the govermment for the quota, IXhExm:

1 have heard of a few cesses of BxiBBxy bribery,but this was Wwery
dangerous, If the officisl corcernsed wes caught it weent prison,
both for him erd elso for the person who bribed him,

@. I do rot lkrow much sbout the corpetarey of the Hungariesr
seeret polica, I thirk that in the first ysars they retaired
very many e:nerts from the nrevious resime. Vhor the police
force begman to function better these people were dismiaased,
But,I think thet in penersl the V0O acheived 1ts results not
by its krowladge of crimimology,but rether with the aid of
informers, T don't think that the offlicers of the MO were
intellécent or commetent,

I thirlc the ssme annlies to thes Hurgarisn army leedsrship.

T think that the Ruseian mEyw army lesdership ls basically
the same ess the Ianserian ermy leadarship,

The everame of competent ard intelligent public admimistrstion
officials is much hirher than 1t is in elther the MO or the
army. The reason for thias ia that mary of the public administration
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experts who ware sarving under the Communisty regime had been
trained ard hed socovired lonz experience durirg the Horthy resime.,
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XIII. ASSESI”IMT OF PUTITIE PAQSPLOTS FOR HUIGALY

A. Uith the ravolution hes begun the process of ¥iberation
for Hiungary, The people ot home are impatiently walting fo

be freed. The process hes just begun ard it has not ended,

It hes only geemingly been souelched.lt is imposedble to
imagine that bhis process wlill rot contimme. Dut the neople
at home realize that they themselves cen do nothing now.

They ere walting for lWestern sasistarce, The Commmnist emoire
has beenshsken to its very fourdetions, Probably the Hussieng
people at home ere also waiting for their own fresdom,

Yo metter how hard the presert Communist govarment in lungary
tries to turn baclr to the Btallnistic policy 1t hed abandoned,
they mre unable to erass the ilanrerien revolutlon from the
pacea of history. The concessions thet had been mads have heer
rocretted both by oscow ard Pudapest povermerts, Sven those
goncessions which were made durins the rewelution willl be
withdrawn,

Cutside Hunmery the ermamert race cortimes, LCoth the Last ard
the Yest are nrepering for war, I hops that the tims Tor the
finel settliig of acoourta with Cormmuniam is mot fer away.

If there were ary wgy to avold war between the Sovist Union
and the U,lted S,.ates,then 1t should be evolded, But 1t is

xak very & to imagine how this cer be dons, No matter how
mach I would like to svold .e third world war,the outhreak of
such & war iz very 1ikely beczuse of the Soviet foraign poliey.

I don't thirk that the Soviet Tnion cares very much sbout
Tnited Txwsaexspnckianzx lations aarnctlons.

In the Soviet Union the Party noliecy will ro baek to the Stellr
1ime., I do rot think that any gradual liberalizastion in the
Soviet Tnion 1is probably., T™e possibility of & revolution in
Russis hintee on the future of the satellite courtries. Should
the Funrarien revolution repest 1tsell,let's say in the ifasferr
German lepublic or 4in Polend,this mey also have unforesesable
effects on the interral sitllation in ths Soviet Unlon.

B.,Durine the peet ten yesrs we were forced to witpsaa the
gradual Comunizetion of our courtry. The £xamx formation

of goverrmsnt Carms,farm cooperative nroductlion grouns, the
nationalizetior of industries ard snterprises all Indlcated
that Hunrcery would scoon be a member of the 3oviet Unbon, Our
future outlook wea very grim, We saw the first reys of hone
gfter Btallin's dasth. e second tima,aflter the fall 66 Hakosl.
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Yastern radlo broadcsats asswurad us that one day our countey
would be free arpin,

We hoped thet Ghe unification ol Germany may also bring sbout
the solution ot our problems.
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XIV. SNCIAL,POLITICAL ATD ooNOMICAR IDEOLOGY

A. I think 1t 1s s great mistaie to contimue the devélopmsnt
of the Hunsarisn iron erd steel industry. We should expand
orly our light industry to the extent thet this i1s justified
by our resoucea of the recessary raw meterials, lle much 8180
develong our agriculture. Farm macharization progrems should
be contimed. Our agricultire should bagome more intemalve,
t*ore orcherds and vineyerds should be planted;su truck farma
should alsoc be creabed.

If Hurgery shonld beoome {ndeverdert,asll national snherprises
and movermert farms,sksand fer= coonerative groups should
cemse,

In prirciple,the nationalization of industries 1s acceptable
only in such countries where the form of movermment insures
thet the povermment ownsraiip of industries arnd trenaportation
facilities serves only the intereats of the people of hhet
gountry,and rot the intersst of some foreign govermment. In
principle,l spprove of the netionelization of both %the hsevy
gnd 1light irndustrles, '

The goverrment ahould 1ot direct sgriculture, it should only
ghve advise tothe farmers. The farm cooperatives esrd the
govermmert farms should be sbolished,and the lard glver back
or distributed amonz the peasants.

T would =5 set the maximum 1limit of 1Tand which one person or
family could own at 100 yokes.

If T had to choose between two forms of goverment,ons of which
Insured o fair af standerd of living,but gave no freedom,ard
the other insured no Jobs,bub hranted full froodom,l would
choose fresdom, If once freedom 18 {ndured,then everyons
would be sble to male a living. In an indenendent Hungary,l
wonld be in Tavor of eutlawing the Commanist Party. There
wonld be many top moverrmert officisls apd AVO and army
officers who were wery much shtisfied with ths present regime,
and who may use the fremeworl of the Commmunist Party the

yvegt regime to overthrow the poverrment ard reestablish
Commanism,

T would favor the outlawirm of Pellow Travelers orpanizations
only as they are dargerous to state scourity.

— N e S
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C.Tha 1ldeal internstionasl situstion for urgary would e for
her to bscome & meutral courtry lile Austia,

I would nrefer to have only ecoromic relations between Hurgary
and the Seovlet TInion.

With the other Lsatern European countries the Huncerianr govern-
ment of an indspenfent Huncary should mabiteln both economic
and ocultursl relations,providéd that their culture is reslly
not the culture of the Sowlet Tnion. |

I would nrefer to hsave o¢lose economie ernd eultural relations
with t he Yestern furonsan courtries,and the Urlitod States.

I heprd about plaens for a federation of the Darublen ststes
here in fmerica Trom other liungarisn students, Poople et

home know sbout this only from histery. I uwould rather prefar
Hungary to be indenerdent 1lillre Slitzerland and ‘ustrias,in stead
of forming such & federetion. 1 think 1t smmikxbaxwary will be
very difficult to realize this plen, If such a foderation 1la
sat up I would prefer to heve /fustlas end Cermary in it. I am
10t 80 ksen on the participation of iloumania,Yuposlavia ard
Czechoslavekia in this federation. I hrve ro objection to
Bulgaria.

Paople in Ilunzary,aspeclally the country people,do 1ot kkrow
much abeut thise ideas.

I do mot fire Hurpary's preaent boundaries accentaeble, I would
like to see Hungary regain =211 the terrltoriss which she had
bafore the erd of lorld “Wer I. I thirlc that people £t home,in
gereral,wonld like to sse Hunrery reraln at leest the territories
which shie recsived in the firast and seacond Vierna Arbitrage
dieisiors, Buz I realimed thet it would be extremely difficult
for Hungery to regein all of her territories. I do not know

what meens can be used to mcheived this nurpose,

I am rot much concerned about the fate of the Hungarsien
minority in Mstria,but I em concerred asbolit the Hmmgarlen
minorities in Yugoslavia,Cheschoslovakia,and Rumarias. Thelr
problems cen best be solvod by resrmoxing the Rungsrian
occunied tecrritories to Hungary.

I consider noll these guestions/ important,and I thint that a
eraat mejority of the people et heme alsc corsider them vital.
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V. THE FOR™ATIOK 0F PORLIC OPIFION

#. I do mot know enything sbout Kruschev's sscret speech,nor
about SJenator “eCerthy and the Un’mericen fotivities Committee,
I do not know who Peron is,

1 do mot know mmch about Rakosi's private 1life, 1 heard thet
he wase living in & ville on Svabhegy,and thaet he was slways
closely guerded, I ¥knew that his wife was s Momgollen, I saw
him only once in my life,vhern he was sttending & comeert in
Pudapest., He had to atudy his offleisl biography. I do rnot
krow anythirz else about him.

B, Before the war my father subseribed to the "Izazsag" and to
the ") lNemszedsk". Doth were delly napers., The U] lemzedek" was
a Catholic deily. e dld mot subscribe to eny merazinpes or
journals, "y parents roasd mmmy XXkkX® resd practiwally no thlng
but newspspersa, They read very few books,and these were mostly
religlous onsa,

After the war my Cather subseribed to the "Szsebad Hep" ard the
"Szabad Fold", He read these newepspers thoroughly, I read them
only to the extent that it was required for the politicel seminers.

Fprom 1948 on we did rot have much confidernce in %k what the pespers
wrote, Dut it wes useful to read these papers because we ware

able to comare their meterisl with what we heard over the redio.
‘a ®ere especially eceutions sbout scceptinz newspsper verslons

of the foreizn politicel situatlion,end sbout the so celled "elnas
war", e sométimes believed reporbs on industriasl oroduction,

teither I nor my friends reed any pubplicatlions from the Soviet
Union,or other Batéllite courntries, .iussiasr publlcstions ware
obteinable,and probably slsc Dohemian ores, I did not see any
Yugoslav publications and do rot know about the publicatlions
of the other getéllite countries,

I wes able to read Yestern publications a few times, ! class-
mate brought eome /merican magezlnes to schoal. “e saw paautiful
advertigsermerts 1n them and thousht that this waes exaggmeratlions,
and thourht thet they probably contaired propaegarda. We also
discovered z gm few coples of t he Nntionel Geogrsphic msgazine,
whiech ue read in secret. These were probrbly iegel vublications,
but 4t was mot advissble to be seen reading them. ''a were very
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ruch impressed by what we read. That ils,we dld mot raad them,
because méither om of us knew English,ws only looked atthe
pletures and advertisememnts, I do rot krow of any illegal
publications from the Weast in Hungary.

e did resd soms Huncerien books whéch bad been placed on the
index by the Communists, Whon the 1list ol subsoribed bools
waa published,people did not destroy thelr books. "'y uncle head
many such bool:s which wers on index,ard he loared them to us,
and to his relisble frierds, There were zome such books also in
our school librery which,by overslght,were rot weeded out. "hese
books wers mostly rovels ard fietion, 1 l1liked them very much,
They had a speclal sppeal to us because they werse banned,

C. I often got nows by word of mouth from people livéng in our
village,or from classmates. Such newa wes mostly of political
neture, Sometimes they werc exsgggerated ma or distorted,but they
slwaye conteined a grein of truth, Thers were some pecple I
cordidered more relisble ir this respect than others, I formed
more oplinion on the besis of iy contact with them. I,too,slways
pagsed on the politiesl rews which I heard, I geve such rews

by word of mouth to the membars of my femily and to rellable
ecouaintances, In school thers were a few relliable classmatas
with whom we pluwsys exehenged information,

F. I went to the cinema feiriy freguently,sbout once & week,
I saw many plays whap I had a part-time Job in the Debrecen
Theatre, "hen I was not amploysd there,I went o sInEwns
the kmx theatre,opera,or corcerts sf sbout once a month, 1
praferred to see films which had mume musicsel vselue, I
praferread nmraﬂ and operettas to plays., DBest of 511 I 1iked
Yozart'e " uotion from the Seraglio ard Shakespesr's
"omeo end Juliet". The two Mlimsysesisx I liked best nuax
were “ﬁamlat",an inglish £ilm,and g Prerch f1lm\the Life of
Verdi,
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NI EVENTS OUTSIDE HIIGATY

A. I think thet the vest gmparkk majority of the people in the
Sovliet Unlon do mot lilke Communiem, There is only a esmall
selected class which lives extremely well,and is satisfied, Dut
it is hard %o imagire thet i = revolutlon mmx will takse place
in the 3oviet Union, It may be poasible,but only if something
of this kind breaks out in the other satellite countries,and
spreads later to the Soviet Union., FPor emample,if a revélution.
simikar to the one in Hungary would break out in Eastern Germany
it mox mﬁi spread to the 3oviet Union, I do not think that
gradual libkeration 1s poasible,or probable,in the Soviet lirden,

If free slections were to bo held in the Sovliet Urdon I think
that the Comministd goverrment would be overthrown, Some
democratle perty would come to power,but not the Joecial-Democrata
because the left wirg of the Scclal-Democratle perty sterds too
elose to the Communist Party. ;

The alms of the top leaders of the Soviet Unlon 1s to cresle s
elaseless soeiety which would keve mo reed for morey. They want
to creste s corpletely 8soclal state, It 1s very hard to imerire
thet all this ean be ask&dwmdy achileved,

I think that the ton leaders of the Sowlet Communist Party are
the sams typs people ss Stalin wes,wlth the exception that
probably they sre row more volished, They aere militearists,a:d
their corvictiors are mmebhb probably strorrer thar those of
the ton leanders of the Hunrasrisn Communist Party.

B, On the basls of thair political corduet,I think that the
govermmert of Enst Germany is the most popular,ard secord
most populer is the poverime:t of Polerd, Dut if it i3 »
question of the populerity of the people thewmselves,then .
thiri: the neonle of Polard sre more populsr lr Hurgary than
the people of Cestern Germary. The traditionel frlierdship
between Hurgeriers ard Polés hns eluways existed, The least
populsr in Hungary sre probably the lumenlers ard the
Bohemiers,becanse of their corduect toward the llurcerian
minorities livir- in their countriesa, I did rot have wuch
sontact with these eourtries or people. Onee I had bsen for
a very brief visit to lumarie. It lroted orly kaw two days.

If free elcetlors were to be hold in the satelllte courtries,
I thirk thet Zast Jermary would Xmik mmnkd very llkely over-
throw 1ts Commurist coverr-ent. It would become urnified with
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Vest Germary and the present Dorn goverimens wounld exteanrt its
rule over Ieat fBermary as well., Jkechoslsvakia would probabl
remain Cormmurist because its sterderd of living under Communiam
1s very hich, 7umenisf would also probably overthrow the
Cormmurist rerime, I do rot lkrow about Bulgaria,l lknow very
1ittle sbout that eourtry.

1 thinle that the hirhest standard of livirg is in Lpot Germeny,
the second himhest in Bzechoslavakia, The lowsst standard of
livine is 4in Bulgaria,srd the secord lowest in Hahgary.

0. T do rot trust the Gfomulka goverrment et sll, I heve ZEXX
confiderce only in the Pollehpecple. 1 think thet Gomulke 18

a Voscow puppet. I do rot lknow vhat the corditicns in Poland
were before Gomulka's rise to pewer, I am rot in favor off hia
poliey of graduelism. Vhether Ho stays in powerg or not remains
entirely up to “‘oscow. Events in Polandfd ard eleo wanat Jermany
contributed to the fermert in Jluncery., The Polish evarts hed

g direct affect on the Hunrerian revolution. The demonctrations/
or October 23 were held in sympathy withthe Folish students,

The so-celled silent demorstration merchsd past a bulldirng where
the Polish worrers delepgation wna querterad,and whers Polish flaga
were flyirg from the bulldinrg. The Polss recaived loud cheers
from the demornstratdra.

I do rot think that sry resl fraedom of expression had been
grarted in Poland et all, /11 thesse freodoms wers only light
coneessions which sppoeared to ba more ther they roally wera,

/e heard about the “ozren rilots from the Commnist radlo and
press,and plso foreimn radio broedecsats. On ome occeslon,the
neonle in our villepe founrd leallets dropned from the sir which
pave an sccourt of the “onnen trial. tegrattably,those leafllets
were writter in alther 3lovelk or Czech end robody understood
them,

Tans erd thousards pefple lost their lives in the Hurrarien
revolution,ard they wers unsble to pchisave whbt they wished
to becauss they had ro estern aid, On the other hand,Polard
hed geired rothing by 1ts peacelful revolition.

D.™to's Yucoslavia seems to represert somethin: halfwey
betwear Lastern Corrmnlsm erd .“sterr demooracy. lub 1% is
a contradiction to call Tito's regime ratloral Commurism.
tyery form of Communism is Basically interretional. Tito
cannot ba called & nmatioral Communist, He does mot want o
jet the oscow Comrunists bte be the high-prists maxt of
Interrstional Commnism,but cleims this woet for himsell,
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In my opiniorn,there ig rof much differerce betwesen internationsl
o Coscow Cormunism,and netiorsl Tito Communisn,

I thiric thet from the point of view of the Wuposlav poenls,
Tito 18 s very clever atateemen. Jls 18 trying to pet all the
advantares of rierdahin with the '"Yest,but st the assme time
he remairs besicglly a Cormunist.

. lalationa betweer the Sowlaet Union ard Yuroslevis ere seemlrgly
Bomewhat streimad.sispe thes llunceriar reveoluticon, Dut 1 think |
thet underneath this gpnesrpres releticors hetweer Yuroalavina |
and the Coviet Trion sre cordial. |

Tito's relations with the sstellite ecountries of Lsurope ars
elweys irflverced by his offleirl relsatlors with the Soviet
iirdon. The satellltes akx always pdjust themaelved to the
policy of Tomcow.

T™to's relations with the -Zestern courtries,especlially with
the Trdted States,ere also influerced ard goveried by his
relstions with the "oscow ovarme:t.

ielatiors betwoen Huncery esrd Tito heve und@rgore consideralbs
chanres ssverel times, Un to the outb'eask of the (1jk case,
lunrery was on vary pood terms with Yugoalevias. He woE compro-
mised by 1)k, *fter lekosl's downfall, Gero mede svery attempt
to epnease "ito,ard seeminsly,succedded, During the Hungarlan
revolution,™ to was ?ar{ eautious,end flpally,termed 1t g5 28
esourter-ravolutionsyy attermt to overthrow Communiam. le
exikizdzmdx critisized the previous Commriat regimes,but
supports the Fadar goverrmant,

Uikkhothe eweaptlon alunilon. Sltodatac

With the sxoception of the fow Titoist Commmist leaders vho have already besn
liquadated,the remaining Commmist leadders of Buropsan sstellite countries
are in favor of .losoow brand Commmism, I don't think there is any great
futupe for Tito's ilational Commmumism in the eatellite countries,

I mow very little about the conditimmas in Yuposlavie,but my imoresaion is
that ¥k Tito is wery populer in Yuoslavia, ly iupression is based on the

- character of tho Tugoslawv people who are vary patriotio, F must also have
8 high repgard for £t Tito's war rocord.

E, I do not Imow rbut the omnditioneg which existed in China before the
Communists took over. But,I thinik,thnt the Jhinese Commmniste wers able
to come to pownrf bocmuse the great mnjority of the Chinese léve poverty.
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This made them rympathirce with Communiem,

Perhaps the Chinese Commmist government enjoys much more independence frem
idoscow than the cther satollites. The reason is that China is very large,and

hao & peant vost population,
1 Jmow practically mothing about the relations of India and Enoglind.

I am under the impression that the décision of the Egyptian governmment to
take over the Sues Canel was comspired by the Sovist Unlon, I don't think
that England, France,snd Israel were right in attacking and imvading Egypt.
They osused by this act an acute internstionsl orisls which had a wery bad
effect on the developments in Hungary. 7o the other hand,thsy were amhble
to hain anything by their fwsx invesion, Jany people in Hungary attribute
the fxitm failure of the Vestern countries to give military aid to Bungary

during the revelution to the outbreak of the Egyptian crisis.

¥. I balive that the standard of living in Viest Germany is the highest in
Europe,

West Germany is very stromgly im favor of unifying Germany. The unification
of Germany may very oosily be the cauns of World lier III/

I approve of l.est Germany rearmeament because the Soviet Union is preparing
for var. I think that the armed forcer of lestern Germany are superior to
those of France,end also to Gront Britain, But,on the pea Groat Britain is
stronger than the Cermim navy, I de not lmow how these ceuntries rate with
ragard to air vower,but I think thet Gormany's air powdr is strongor than
that of France,nnd not &s strong as thet of Great fAritain. The length of
compulsory militery service #én Viest Gormany is probably two yearas.
leas

The Ruseian occupation of Mumyzary wan much/monce fevorasble to me than the
Gorman ocoupation, Unguestionnbly,the German forces,both the officers ond
the men,wsro much better disciplined than the Soviet army. I think that
practivally ovoryone in Hungary is of ©he opinion that the lussian ocoupation
vmes worse than the German occupation,

I do not Imow tuch about the British labor Party,but 1 think that it is not
in favor of Commmism, It probably corresponds to the Social-Domserstic
parties on the Ceatinant,

From the point of view of a hiher standard of living,the countries mentioned
rato as followss liogtern Cermany hes the higheat standard of living, Then
Great Britoin,Itely,Croece,the Soviet Union,end Egypt.

H, On my arrival in the United States what impresped mp most wons the
atmosphers of freedom,end the comparatively hipgh standard of living.
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The Unitod States gzovermment is conducting/thm defensive foreign poliay. It
wanta to avoid war,

I don't think the United States should give ecomomis mid to Yugoslavia, 1
am not certain about Foland. The presunt Folish—Soviet relations are not
entirely olear to me. Foonomic aid to the presemt Folish govermment ghould
be dotermined by its relations to the Soviet Union, If there is amy danger
of strenghhening the Soviet Union by giving ecomomic 4id to Polend, thea
Poland should receive no such aid., I am not in favor of the United States
government severing diplematic relations with Humgery. U/S. diplomaticd
reprosentatives in Hungory are mecessury in order to be informed of evente
in Hyngary, I think that the United Stateos govermment should help the
Hungarian poople,but not the Hadar government,

I sm certain that the people im Hungrry would like to ses mws Western
visitors. Conditions in the liest are not entirely unknowm te the people
in Hungary,but they would like ,probably,te hear mors sbout conditbons and
lifle here. On the other hseidd,Western visitore would also be able to get
a firet hand account of the situation in Mungary. I think preference should
be givem to Westerm diplomats and to Viestern press reportors.

These Wertarn visitors should be informed that if they want to see the true
facs of the Hunparian psople,they should mot be influenced by those fxm fim
few who had been given back their old jobs,but should go to the workers and
farmors who are toiling in the factories and farms.

I think that the poople at home whuld like to pot Vesterm publicati-ms very
mach, But,l don't think thet the present Commmunist gowvernnent in Hungory

would tolernte \.ecatern publications of any kind, Ihey could only be sent

to Bumgoary illegally. It would be possible to use the help of the

university otuderts in distributing sush illegnl publicaticns. the publications
should ve §irectod,first of all,to the country and to the industrial workers,

I think it would be & very good idea to have Hungarian redugees or imaigrants
associated with those notivities, The people ot home recofriso the pscessity
for moat of tho refugecs to leuve the country,and now they msmy could soe
that the rofupcer here have not forpoiten about the people at hame,end &re
active,

I have heard about the arshall flan in school at home, The Comunict version
of the liarshall lan is that its purpose wos primarily to erm these countries
and to turn them againct the Commmists, Lssentially,fx I think that the
purpose of the Plan vas to pive economie aid to tho countries of Europe
because their cocnomien Lad been disrupted by Vorld lier II, Such ecomomic aid
f#ould insure o cortain degres of political influence Ffor the United States
government and it would alss msxh serve to curb the expansion of Commmism.

Asoording to the Commmista the United Stotos government started the Horemn
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Tiar because it wvanted to contimue its policy of colomization in Asia, 1
think that the United States got involved in the Horéan #nr boonuse the
United States governmont wented to curb the expansion of Commmism in
Asia,

G Since it has been formed thes United Hations has schievod some recults.

But it wma complotely powerlsss and umable to do unything in the Hungarian
question. It wan not even sble to sond diplomats ns observers to Humgary,

The United liatioms should have acted more forcefully,as,for exauplo,tha in
the Susg situation. The same way &s it semt an intermational police force

to the Sues 2ono,it ocould have also kxxm sant one to Hungary.

I do not have much confidence or hope in myy United lati-ms sctions in
favor of Humgonry. Tho people at home,in their dosparste situation,prebably
hope that the U1/ oan do somthing 4o help them,
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XVII/ ENORLEDGE 0F AuD ATTITUD 5 TOWARD SELECTED FERBOMALITIES/

A, I think that tho two greatest liumgerians living today ore Cardinal
Midsenti and the couposer Zoltan Kodaly,

B, I have no canfidence in Imre Nagy. Even though he set his courne a bit
to the right during the revolution,he still remeins a Communist,

Cardinal lidserty is & true Hungarian,aman of strong character,a great
church leader who remained firm in his convictions despite mf brutal

persecution and mueh puffering.

I think that Lanlo Rijk is & Commmist) who,for some reason,won the disfavor
of the Commnist Party at that tius,

Ernd Gero is & vile Commmist who does not have sny Hungarian or humano traits
at all,

Endar ig & fanatical Commmnist who also craves power.

1 expectad much more of President Lisenhower. It could be seen that he
wanted to help us,but his hands were tied by Congress. As a porson,
President Eisemhower gives the impression of being a wvery good hearted
man,but not #irm firm enough. fie is tha prototype of the Amorican
politician,

Secretory Ceneral Hammarskjold
did not attribute their true significence to the

events in Hungary last Fall,

State Secretary Dulles has shown much understanding of the problems of the
rofugees. lie is & very cautious,good-kmximi hesrted,and not firm enough.
He is the lype of man who would rather pive material essistance ten times
instead of taking a firm xxt stand poimt omce.

I htink thet Prime linigter odeon is an emcellent statesmin, Vorld evants
forced his resignation, Amyone elee in his place would have exporienced
the sane fote,

L]
I do not have much of an dpinion of Presidont Eme Truman as a gtatesman,
led he talcen a Pirmer sttitude toward the ltuesimnms in 1915 at the Potadam
Conferencef ,probably the situstion would not have developed so far and so

favorably in Eurepe for the Soviet Union,

lilcoyan is a mambar of the Soviet Politbureau,but I do not lmow much
ebout him,

Helru is an outstanding poersonmality with strong charscter. I do mot quite
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gee in which way his forsign policy in heading.

waa
I do not know exnotly what the situation/ix in China at the time Chiness
Commmists took over, 1 have not boen able to fom an exnot opinion of
Genpralissimo Chiang kai Chek,becsuse I lmow only what the Commnistd
press wrote about him,

lly opinion of Forenc lingy is not entirely favorable. He has contributed,to
& great extont,%o bringing the Communizts %o power,

ihat I daid about President Trumsm alsc applées to Presiddnt Roosevelt,only
to & much greator emtent,

Chancellor Ademhsuer is a great statesman in a very diffioult position,
Stalin vas & fanatic with an unlimited crdve for powor. e was an excellent
pdliticisn from axitx the Russian point of view. lie could sond millions of
people to thélr deaths without any pangs of conscionce,

inlenko has somswhnt fallen back in the race for powser in the HKramlin,

I have & favorable opinion for Generalissimo Framco,but he is mable to
put hia country om its feet.

Devan iz one of the leadars of the left wing of the British Labor Farty,
I do not lmow mmch about him,

Eruschev is & craftly,skillfull statosman,a typical top Russiam politician,
Helotov ia an edcellent diplomat,

1 do not Imow who 21lensuer is.

Churchill is probebly the greatest statesman in the history of imgland,

fis greatness iz not the same in world histery bescause he was willing to
gacrifice other natioms for the interests of theo British Lmolirs.
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XVIII, ATTITUDES TOWARD EXILES AND EXILE ACTIVITIES/

A, Very many of the Hungarien refugees who ¥mym left flungary during or aftar
the revolution vers amt students or workers who took part in the fighting,
and who had to fear retalliatioms. But a large number of the refugees had
nothing to do with the rawvolution or with the demonstretbons. They ure

people who came to try their luck, Some of them uay have left Hungary because
they were afraid that the revolution would bring theam tr-uble bsoause of
their previous Party membership,

The people who came out were mostly trodesmen and workere,very few peasants,
and many meubers of the intelligentsia. By age,the majority of the refugees
are undor 3. iore xmmm men camo out than womem or girle. The majority of

the refugess is from Budapest and the Trans-Lamubian district,vhich is nearest
to the Austrian border.

The distance to the border and the familiarity of the terrein were important
factars to a person deciding to stay or escape from Hungarg. The peacants
with their strong semse for property wore tied down and more reluctant to
leave the coumtry, “any people did not dare risk escaping from Hungary be—
cause of young children or family ressons. Thers were poople who refused to
leave the country becsuse they wore convinced that they were noeded home
to oontinue the revelution,

I have & very good opinion of the people who remained in Hungary. -any of
them foug! t in the revolution snd the majority of them took part in the
passive resistance after the rovalution, Their situstion 4% home iz very
eritiesl, Practically everyonms in border zome had an opportunity bo leave
the gountry,but even there,there were probably people who were uneble to
leave because of famdly reasons,or because they wers unwilling to leave
all their posecssions bohind,

The pesople at homs probably understand the situ tlon of those who wore
compelled to loawve the emmtry. Very likely,they were not surprised that
many people,who otheérwise were not comoelled to leswe) for politionl
reasans,also loft because they were tired of living under the condibtions
vhich existed during the Vommriaist regine,

If every-ne were nble to leave Lung ry,very mnny people wnuld. Hut everyone
wiuld remein at home if political and economicel conditlons similar

to those of imnimakiaxxmmdExEsxszeangsix Austla could be arrangsd,

B. it homa I heard that 7oltan Pfelffer and Xax other Hungarlian
puxXikigst politiclans weras here 1ln the !Inited "tates. .l thougat
that they were politiecally actlve,but I did not know what they
did,or what srganlzations they formed. "any of £t he Hungarian



t. 58/XV1I11

politicians in exile are good Hungariesns,but there are a Tew among
them who are not entlitled to repressant Hungary after the poor role
they played before they left Hungsry.

fince my arrival in the United "tates I have had contact only with
the newly formed Hungariesn organization,the Federation of Hungarian
Freedom Fighters,headed by General Bela Kiraly. I have heard of the
Hungerlian Naetional Council,about ths “.H.E.K.,and the Anmerican-
Hungarien Federation only here in the United States. I do not know
anything about them. I have also hesrd about Hungarien gymnasiums
existing in GCermany and Austria. I do not know any detalls,

1 have already given you my opinion of Ferenc Nagy.

1 heve heard about Tibor Eckhardt at home, He was at one time the
leader of the Small Holders Party who wes unable to come back o
Hun.ary after World War I1I.

Cliarles &g Peyer was one of the leaders of the Hungarian Foelal-
Democratic Farty In Hm 1945,

Zoltan Pfeiffer and lstvan Barankovies were copposition party
lsaders who were forged to leave Hungary.

| have heard about Otto of Hapsburg at home and here,also. 1 do not
sympathize with hlm.

Admiral Horthy died recently. He was not &s bed as some people want
him to appear. I think that ne was 8 very good Hungarian.

T did not know muech sbout the metivitles of the exilefd pollticlans
when 1 was 1n Hungary . 1 knew that they exlated and that tnay
were ective,iut meny of them hsde cooperated wita tne lnss . ans
and the Communists st the time when tney were at home. Now they
are not antlitled to any role at all, On the other hand,there

are many pecple here who should kmkmm be teken into consideration
although at the time they were in Hungary tney were not able to
play any role st all there. !ly present oplnlon of the exiled
politiclans and exile organizations 1s that there 1s no unity

and coordination smong them. They should unlte &nd cooperate and
bury all thelr personal differences for a later time. Durlng the
revolution I thought that the exiles in the West should be active
in preparing milltary asslstance for Hungary.

1 nave heard that some psople who had left Hungary sfter 1945 later
returned. Perscnally 1 do not know any sueh re-defectoras. 1 have
hesrd about the Communlists re-defectlion ceampaign only when I was

in Austia. I heerd that 1ln many refugee mamds the representatlves
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OF THE Communist Hungarlian govermment wera driven out of campl

., 1 think that the relatives of the people who have flsd from
Hungary would llke to know how the fefugees are making out In
taélr new homes.

The pegple at home should know thet the majority of the refugees
intend to retrn home when the conditions change In Hungary.

I think thet the Hungerian axiles should unite. Thihy should consist
of the people who fought in the revolution and left,and also of the
old exlles who had never cooperated withthe Communlists.

I would llke to Joln the Hungarlan-American “tudent Jrganization
which maintalns contaect with all Hungarian students everywheres 1o
the world outelde Hungary. i would also llke to Join the organlzation
of the Freedom Flghters headed by General Kiraly. The ourpose of
this organizetion should be to pave the way for the liberization of
Hungary. 1 have no objections asfainst older Hungsrian éxiles
partisipating in the work of orgsnization. But,of the old eamlles,only
those who have not played a shady role under Communist regime shou.d
Join. Before 1948 1 sympathized most mith the Barenkovics Farty and
with the Hungarian Small-Holders Farty. 1 do not know anything ebout
the partlies in exile. During the revolutiolR we hesrd that politicael
parties nave started thelr work. I think that this wasthe natural
consequence of our short liberty. It wes 8 sign that the people
were alrasady ready to express thelr pelitlcal opinions. But,the work
of thess parties would have been effectiveslf they had reached an
sgreement ifxihmy not to oppose one anotner/until the crisis had
pessed. It would have been advisable for some politiclans in axile
tn have returned home and partielpated 1n the work of the partles.
For example,lt would huve been grood 1f *»r. DBerankovica had raturnad.
But,l would not liked to have seen Ferenc Naegy thera,

¥, I would like to return to Hungury for good once the polltical
sltuation changes there. If 1 have children nere in ths United
Atates I will Inslst that they study Hungarian.
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AIX . AUDIENCE REACTION TO RADIO AND LEAFLTTS.

A. While T wes Lln Hungary I listened to the broadcasts of Radio

Free Europe,the Volgs of Amerlics,and to the Mmskid Madrid,lLondon

and Parle radica. I think that the recsption of the Volice of
america programs was the best. All ststlions were jammed. The
Hungarlsn programs of the Spanish radio were prohably jammed t he
most., 1 listened only to the Hungaerian breadeasste of the forelgn
radlos. Receptlon wes best late In the evenling,or around midnight.
When I was at home I llatened to the foreign radio broadcssts
regularly. I listensd more frequently to the programs of the
Spenish and Fatls radios,snd to the Volea of Amerleca progrsms.In
our villsge there wes not much need to tell others what we had henrd
over the redioc because there was a radic in practlcally every house,
and ewaryone listened to the foreign radio broedcasts. I ususlly
listened to thesze programs on my brother-in-law's radlo. When I wuas
in Budspest,]l elther did not hav: time,or the opportunity to listen
forslgn broadcasats. Only during ithe revolution did we dare to listen
to the foreign raulo broadessts in the Students' home. During the
revdlution everjone listened openly to for elgn fadlo brosdeasts.

1 sometimes repoived a second=hand asgcount of the radio programs,
At bome in the villlage, the people,when they met in the morning,
uaually discussad what they had heard on the radio the previous
night. In tne Studente® Home 1 usually had a friend who told me
what was new on the radlo. tuch conversations were held only
between us,and we were always careful not to be overhesard. XEXHEE

It was not advisable to listen to Hungarian brosdcasts of foreign
radio stations Ar to spesk about such programs. ‘hls was especially
true ln the yearsofl grestest oppression in 1950,1931,and 19562.
Perhapa listsnling w the radio In itselfl was not punishable,but

the Communiste were inclined to drew their own conclusions bhbout
this. It wes & black mark on onesz cadre sheet,but I don't think
that vt hls deterred pecople from listening to the radio. Preectically
everyone who had 8 radlo and was sble to receive the lorelgn broad-
casts Iixemas llstened regulerly. The attltude of the Hungurien
police and of the Communlists toward people listening Lo Hungarien
broadcasts of the forelign statloms xamam varied sccord . ng to the
politlical saltuation. After Imre legy's rise to powar 'n 1953 it
was not so dangsrous to llsten to these programs as tefore. Fefora
and durlnog the revolutlion practically everyone listenad openly to
the progrems.

The majorlity of the people al home fesel that the Westarn redlc
programa slac exaggerate to a certaln extent. They are inecllned
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to draw thelr owm conclusions by compering the news ltems published
in the Communist newspapers wlth what the foreign radics have to sev.
I,myself,preferred the radic statlons which were more impartial and
did not keep promlsling us so much, I liked best of all the Voice
of America programs,the Hungarian brosdcasts of the Spanish and
Frenoh radics. But In genersl,l did not notice eny great difference
in the accuracy of the news material which was brasdcastz by these
western radlos. 1 Judgedthelr agcuracy by comparing them wilth the
Hungarien radico programs and with the Hungarlan newspapars, What
was ldenticel omxmxkkxradisx asccording to both sources must have
been l00% true. AWhere there was a discrepancy in the verslons,the
IhxREAXEIWAYE ‘eatern version was always nearer the truth.

The brosdcasts of Radlio Free Europe were Important in es much as
they were the source of hope for the majority of Hungarians at
home, On the other hand,there always reméined & senss of lnadagquacy
and uncertainty. During the revolution the broadeasts of Radie
Free Eurcpe were improtant in as much as the various small
revolutionary groups were unable to malntaln contact wlth one
snother,and very ofteyn they would be informedf of esch othera
activities througn R.F.E.

Put, Radlioc Fees Europe was slso inclined to want to direct the
revolution. Vor example,Radio lree Furdpa's sharp criticism n=x
sxsomarxiyx of Imre Nagy was too earlys Imre Nagy was lmmadiately
branded a Communist,and was not given time to prove whether he
meant well or not. ;

It cannot be denled that Redio Free Furope played an imooptant
part in the Hungerian revoluticn,but I personally have never
heard Radlo Free Turope bpoadcssts promlse military ald during
the revolution.

I think Radio Free Furope should continue its broadcasts into
Hungary. Since the revelution the confldence of the pecple 1ln the
Nestern radio programs,and in the Jest in general,has basen shsken.
but even mere news servlce would be of condlderable lmportance to
the people.who are still in Hungary. Thls would enable thsm to ses
world events and politicel situations from a polint of view other
than Communistlic. But,to be reslly suceesaful the Fadio Tres
Furope programs should be able teo glve some news of effactlive
Gestern help to Hungary.

Great naws about political end economle events should be coupled
with progrems about life In Western Europe and In the TUnlted
States. The tl-Communist propaganda should be very =mk¥kikx subtle.
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b. I have never haard of the Initlals N.B.,M. [ have heard sbout
the Twelve Lemends published by the Budapest snd fzeged university
students.

C. 1 heve never saen & }rae Turope leaflet. At home I never heard
of sugh laaflets. I do not know what risk was Involved In plcking
up or passdng on 3uch leafleta. But I think one would hrve to be
very caraful. Consequence whuld be arrest by the AVO anc Imprlson-
ment.

I have never seen nor heard about such leaflets so I carnot glve
you my opinion of them. But,I think that the radio is a batter
means of passing on imformation to the pacple behlnd the Iiron
courtaln. It is much more interesting and Invokkes less 1lsk.

D.1I think that the primary motives of VWestern organizations
sending radlo progrems and leaflets in to Hungsry s to over-
throw Communism and to ourb its expenalon. I have noticcd no
difference et all in the motives of the verious iestarn
organizations. Perhaps,there's a difference only In flsancing.
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X%, CHILD REARING AND DISCIPLINT

A. A child should be given affectlon. He should be taugnt to love
others,to be homesat,to be religlious,and %o be diligent.

1 think 1%t is necessary to discipline children,and for this purpose
{t is somatimes necesssry to resort to physicaa punishment. bBut,

each child should be judged individuslly. The parents should declde
how much diselplindng and how much punishment 1e required for esach
child. Glrls should be treated fiiffersntly in this respect,because
they have an sntirely fifferent emotlonal 1ife than toye. As children
grow oldar they ghould be teugnt to disclpline themsalves. They
should be mede to understand the need for gpelfs«dinciplin.

1 was ten years old when I took 20 forints out of my father's
purse et nome. I bought some cookles for about 2 forints and put
the rest of the money back in my father's purse. When hs fournd cut
hHe gave me & vory sound thrashing with hls razpr strep.

in the femily the punishment of ghildren six years old or older
gometimes depends on the sex of the child. For uxamplu,mnthnriﬂ

are usually fonder of thelr daughters than thelr sons. For thia

resson 1t scmetimes msy be necessary for the father to égiscipline
the dau nters lnstead of L he mothers. Eut,both psréeta can dlscipline
the boys. Thls also depends on Lhe ags of the ehild. For example,

a girl who 1s about to be marrlad will not be punished except by the

mother. I don't think there 1s any differance In thio respect 1n

the various soclal classes. The only difference mgy be Lhatb ths
ehildren of workers and peasants are inellined %o be mora frequently

punished,and punishment will stop &t a later sge than children

of the lntelllgentsla,

The importance of the psrents,in general ,may have declined somse
undér Communlism,but not the importance or prestige o one
significant perent.

Faysical punlshment for boys I1s usually abandoned at the sge of
fifteen. Tnls age may be somewhat higher 1n the coui.bry. There,
perheps, 1t would be seventeen;Because of their sarllar EPML“"
development, the physlcal punighment of girls is atolished at
perhsps the ages of thlirteen or fourtesn.

Tn the ecsuntyry the punishment,in genersal,for both boys and gllrs
is mboliaped ususlly only st the time of thelr merriage. Thls mey
be true to 8 certain extent also inthe families of industrial
workersa., The cducation of childran in the fanilliens of the
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intelligentala 1s basically different. Physliecel punishment Iis
abandoned at a much sarller age and theye are famlilies who don't
use phyalcal punishment at all. Punishment,in general,is slso
gbolished earlier in the families af the Intelligentsla becauss
their children are usually able to zmxx marry at a much latsr
apes than the chlldren afi the industrisel worker:s or peasants.

Under GCommunism there was & conflict of educatlon between the school
and famlly. Thiszs confliect probebly increased the frequency of
corporsl punishment Iln the family. Parerits were inclined to bring

up their childran with & muen llirmer hend than befcore., I don't

think tThere was any difference Inthe kind of punishment or in the
age at which It was abandoned.

Physical punishment was sbolisned in all schools.under Communism.
But the Communlsts themselves were not ¢6f the sema oplnion on how
to educate the chnlldren. There were different views professed by
Maxmn lakarernko,and later my Gonchargv was deemed the supreme
authorlity on such qwestions. I do not know anything in detall about
their methods or mkx theories.

Friends should be judged by the qualities which they show when
their friend 1s In trouble adn not wihen they are having a good
time with him. The views and the sphere of Iinterests In friends
should be identiecal. Iriends abould be religious and serious.

Very often,under Communism,frlendsnips would be strenghtened by
the mutual resistance of two frdends to Communiam.

THF. ENL.



