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PERSONAL CPARACTER DESCRIPTION.

Background. fAespondent received good education both at achool
and at home., At a very early sge he oxperienced the evils of
Comiunism mkisk through his family, Fowever, despite afk the
mistreatments end injustice, his enti-Communism is neither blind

nor subjeactive. In fact, respondent was most objective and well-
balenosd in many respects.

Character. Respondent is obvlovsly not an intellectual genius,

but should be brilliant in the field of zmiwmxmxx technioal scisncas.
I tried to go ahead in thet fleld amd was doing the right thing,
This would have allowed him %o secure his material existence wihtout
meking any concessions as far as his ideological and religious
thogghts were conocerned. Fe ies not contaminated by any Communist
idesa apnd form his own opinions. Respondent should one of those

who wlll be able to adjust themselves succesafully to this country
and to render valuable servieces in their fimlds either in the WA

or in an independent and free Hungaru.
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I1« MAJOR SALIENCE QMESTIOR.

Firat, the Americans should know that the revolutliopn in Hungary

was not a movement which aimed to oreate another kind of Communism,
It aimedat establishing, after ten years of Rusaian domipnation, a
fres and independent oountry which wanted to maintsin frisndly
relations with all countries of the world:. It must be understood
that unlike in Russia, Communism can never be imposed &n Wungary,
and that Fungarlan peasants will alwaiys refuse 4o sccapt oollsotivi-
zation,
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III. CFRONOLOOY OF PERSONAL EXPERIENCES, ACTIONS, ATTITUDES
AND “XPECTA"IONS DURING THEKEX REVOLUTION.

In Ootobar, 1956, I was a first year student at the Miners!
Acsdemy at Miskelo. The Aoademy was built on the Russian pattern,
the building was very modern, but of poor quality, The former
Miners' Aoademy wis at Sopron, and the ragime wahted to transfar
it completely to Niskela, There was a continual debates about thias,
s theiprofessors and students prefsrred Soproen, and the Party

end thoe ®C secretaries preferred Miskolo.

Oun Ootobsr 20 and on the following days, the students of Eiag!ﬁ.

Pécs and Pudapest mede known their demands., On October 20, the
mining students hild 2 mesting to discuss the Sopron question. Their
number was 200. They received a phone call from Sneged asking them to
Jeinx the new stuwlent organization, tha HEFESZ,. Af%er an animated
debate, the Party secretary convinood the students not to Join. The
Communista had always a strong influence at Miskole. The students

of Sgeged were very dissppointed by our refusal,

On Oefober 2L, at 3 P.M. a student Parliament convensd at the Taohnical

Academy ip order t¢ discuss ths problem crsated by the eatablishnment

of the MEFESZ. Some 1,400 and all the professors were preseant. All

the demandes of the l'schnical Instituts of Budapest were approved.

The students began to raise their volece, denounoced the exploitation

of the uranium mines by the Russians. They asked for the publication

of the ecomomic figures and datas, for the restoraticn af ths tradition~

41 Hungarian army. Ihe meeting ended at 2 A.M. after delagates were

chosesn to ge te Budapest to reprasent tha Academy at the Budapest
students' ocouncil, I was to go , toc, bot we never left Miakole.

Co Oectober 22, our university weekly newspaper was publishad with

811 the demands.Our 1,500 coples wers hardly snough. We sent ocopies
0 the smelter at Diosgylr and to the miners of the various mines,

At Dissgybr, the first student delegate was slapped by the Party
seorstary, and the manager of the factory seid that the workers would
not coms out. I wani to add here that tha Mniversity at Miskole was
full of Party secretaries and of informers.

Heanuhlile at Miskelo, a demonstartion of sympathy for the students
of Budapset took place,The people shouted "Down with Gertiv, and
pulled down the red stars from sevaral public buildings. Gipsies
Joined the erowd, playing on their violins, while the polioe watchad
miltkn without interfering. Ssveral national flag sppeared with thae
Communist cost of arms cut out. On that dag, the students hald no
meating, &nd the Farty secretary convinced them to make no silsnt
demonstemtion, eithsr. He said violence would break out for whiah
tha students will be hsld responsibles.
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Oetober 23, Tiere was no students!? meeting on that day, but every-
body wanted to know what was golng om in Budapest. The svcondary
sohool atudsai: came to see us, 2nd in the evening, we held a
students' meeting, tfter 8 P.M. we got news that tear-gas bombs
had been thrown inte the crowd by the AVH in Budapest. But the
Party seoretary iid evorything to convince us that it was the

work of dlversioiiste. Twoe groups of high-school students, aged

15 to 18, decided %o ge to Budapeut, and left on two truoks. An AVH

Lruch went immediately after them, and brought them bsok. The students

were ‘aken to the AYR prison, and the news spread through the whole

tity At 11 P.M. a Luge erowd gatteredbefore the prason, At midnight,

it lvarned that the tatuve of Stalin had been pulled down in Buda-
pest and that there vaa shooting before the radio building. The
erowd shouted Tor hours bufore Lhe prison, The children were let
out throogh a back deor, and thay mingled with the crowd which con-
tinved to belleve thet they wre held priscner inside.

At L A.M. the people begay to throw stones and to Break the windows
but the meéret policemen dldn't dare to shoot. The children bagan
"0 elimb on th: walls of tte building. It was 6 A.M. when I arrived
Lafore the bulldipg, just to sse an army of filocer, whoss child wan
missing, shoot cown an AVH-man who foll out of the window. Ths AVH
commander, colenel Gatl, alias Qrossman, fired into tha air. Than
Lh> seeret policemen threw down a hend-grensdes whioh killed 26
children. The oldest one was the 15~your old daughter of a miner.

The nows spread immediately, und scon, some 3,000 minars arrived.
Trey had digarnai the faotory guards and were all armed wlth rifilss
anc. dynamito. Thsy took pesitien and tegan to thrown dynamite insids
the bullding. Several explosions followed and amongst the amoks,

a civilian ran oat. The erowd began to bsat him but socon realigad
thel. he was the bikery delivery man, stranded inm the building since
the night before,

The miners ran intc the building and pulled out with their miners®
picks some 15 nsecrut policemen. They attached them behind trucks,
puiled them througl the streets of the eity, and finally hanged
them on the monument to the Soviet soldisrs. It was found out later
thet moat of them lad escaped; they surrendered lanter, when the
revolution triumphed. The chiildren were buried on Thursday and
Friday. The students took over the cars and trucke of the AVH and
used them a great desl during the revolution,

Order was ra-establiched at Miskols, and the students were entrustad
with it: maintenance. 'Yhen a disdrderly mob sterted some shooting,
we took their weaprne awey {rom them. Ths students also went out to
tha nvignharing villages to help organisze the workers' and peasants’
councils

T — p—
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The few Russians who wore at Miskole did nothing. One of thelr
Jeeps was turned over, and the officers fled. They were in such
spall nuabsr that they vould have been annihilated. They remained
quiet till November L. lhe Hungarian army sided with the revolutisn.
fut the two main organa shich had authority at Miskole wers tha
Workers' Council of Miskele apd the Students' Farliament. There

was po more shooting betusen October 26 and November 3, only tha

AVH men were hunted.

A) Before vholence broks ovt, I didn't expect more than economic
concessiobs, I didn't expect the Communist apparatus of power
could be thrown over. I hat:d the Communists - our family was
banished for 1 year - and T was not afraid of anything.

During the demonstrations &ndi the fighting, the workers were sxtremsly
Wwell disoiplined and organiziyd, and let nobody join their ranks.

This applies to a lesser extent %o the students, too, In the crowd,
there were men znd women, childremsm, young and old alike,

What lead the orowd was its hate against Communism, its dissatis-
faction because of tha sconomic difficulties, There was no formal
leadership, When the students met., the DIS” members wanted to
direset the meeting. They wero shoubed down, and the students cljose
new reprosentatives. But theps representatives were not leaders.

B) In my opinien, fighting could not be avelded, becauses the AVh
and the Communist regims could not surrender te an unarmed crowd.
The regime could have tried no to.shoot at the people, but then
it would have been ocwvarthrown.

During the revolution, we oalled ourselves nationsl guards. I heard
the word"fresdom fighter" from the pilot of a plane which used ko
land every day on the Miskole airfield, after surveving the Russian
trocp movaments,

At Miskole, the fighters got most of their arms from the AVH stores.

The main orgen of muthority was the workers! counoil, with the
membars elacted by the workers themselves. An actor was its chairman,

As for the over-all outcome of the revolution, we bolieved that

it had triumphed the moment we saw that the Russians were unablae

an re-satabllish order in Budspest. I knew immediately that it was
ort who had called in the Russiam troops.



25-M 111-6

II1-C The re-invaasion.

The Russians had left Budapest, but the orew of the observation
plane told us that they had stopped outside the eity. We usad to
patrol ths country-side and noticed continusl movemenis of Russian
columns. On November 2, T was at Tger, and ]I was convinoed the
Russians would not satteok again. My flancee's father, who had snsver
balievad the Communists, was of a different opiplon. As for pme, 1
thought the Russlians would sccept & compromlise and would get out of
the oountry.

O November L, shotting woke me up at 6 A.M. in the students'! home.

The Russian infentry wes attacking the university. The fighting

did not last morsa than 20 minutes, the time we ran out of ammunition,
The Russians had tanks, hand-grenades and very modern weepons, We

waere chased out of the home, and the Russian soldiers befan to look

for Americans and Fasecista, They didn't believe thet it was the students
who hed been firing &t them, and they said they came to rescue Nasser,
“Wa wers all standing in pylamas, 3 of us were dead, and many wounded,
The Hussians took away two truck-~loads of dead lnd wounded,

The urnr‘burrnuks surrendered without firing a single shot., It was
treascn. The sir-force wanted to attuok the Russians, but was told
nat td provoke them. The soldiers were sent home in many placesa.

The Russians searched the students' home, then they let ua go. With
some frisnds, I took a Jéep and we went to a mining distriet. On
Hovember 7, we atteckad the AVHE vwho guarded the radieco station at
Lillarﬂrud¢ During the night, wae shot at Russian cars and trucks.

We also gave dynamite to the rallwaymen who used it to free an train-
load of deportses pear Wyiregyhéiza. The Husslans began to comb the

woods, killing the miners and the students they could encirole. YWe had
to hilde.

On Hevember 29, I went by car to Budapest and stayed two days at
homa, I returnsd to my old working place apd wae hired immediately
ag a machanic., I got office paper, forged a leitter whioch sent me

to the Western border %o collesot the abandoned truoks of my enter-
prias, Yithbt the help of that documentation, I was able to slip
through all posts of control and I orossed the Austrian border ax
with my truck on Decembar L.
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IV. EXPECTATIONS OF PFELP FROM THE WEST DURING THFE REVOLUTION.

The revolution wom in Fungary end Communism collapsed aftar two days,

I hoped that 1f we had a government with a man iike Imre Hagy, who
was willing to follow the demands of the people, the Yest would
support him economically}. Unfortunatoly Nagy could not lead and was
teo slow. I don't think he would have won in the free elections, but
I don't forget that my father owes him the end of his deportation,

After November L, there ware many rumors of YWestern help. I hoped
gome planes would drop Western weapons, I met no Fungarian officers
from the West. In brief, the west talked a lot, but did nothing.

The radio bropdeasts didu't promise any help. But wa had received
baloopna befors with leaflets, and 1 thought we would recsive also
weapons, end not only the iron lung flown by ths West German Red
Cross. We nacded especfally besoockas. If the pecple of PBudapesat

would have had them, not & single Russian tank would have lsft the
ﬂit\‘?!
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A. Rospondent's rocial background. My father was a forestry engineer
&t Basstercebiny:, fow & larpe enterprise, and earned 1,000 pengis
per month. In 19L7, he went to work for & smaller sntarprise. In 195ij
he was interned, with the only explanation that he was an "undesirable

“lemant'.Fe was freed in 1953). Pe fell 111 and can't work any mors. My
Moihar works av a cook sincel?s),

'y father gracuated from the Unlversity of Sopron, my mother got
Nar sescondarcr school ,diploma,ifo had our own houss which was taken avay

by the state im 1951,
B. tacial olaewus in Hungary,.

1o Firsi, thera is the psaséntry, divéded in severzl groups:
The kulaks, 1.0, the ridHsr veasants, who could not do muech during

the revolutlon; the middle prasants, and Lhe collactike farm re2santry,

who were both vey dissatisflied as they lived in a deep misery.

The indusiriel wyrkers come Jaxt, they were well organized, had
many 1n£ut!igan£':aupli in their ranks, and oonstituted an important
soojal grouph

The mambers of the formar middle-class; most of them lost their
former jobs and did physical work. It was a spineless group; some
of then becemo CP nembers for financial reasons.

The last aristocrais, who wore black-mailed by the AVR and often
foread %o beocoms informars.

The speeial ciass formed br the govarnment offieials, the Party
sceretarices and the secret policaman.

I lived for two years aith the Peagants when we were banished. Then
I worked wilh workers, Thus I can say I knew practieally all classes.

The intelligentsia was veory difficult to define. A workerts son
who becomes in engineer can't be called an intellectual. OUntil
L¥o years ago, the writers' behaviar was wrong, as they were the
mouthplieces of the regime. In brief, all classes were represented
in the renks of the intelligentsia, and thers was no suech class
consciousness as among the peasants and the workers.

I belong o the forwer middlie-class and today clasyify mymelf among the
intald otuals.
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2sReaction to Communism of the different claaoses.

The aristoocrats hated Communism as losat everything and had no
chances to go ahead. And also because Communism hated tha aristoaratas,

In the middle-onlass, & small group did not get out of life what it
expeoted. These dissatisflied people hoped to do beatter under Commu-
nism, like somes writers, for ex. The others -~ lawvyers, former small
artisans whose stores had bsen nationalized -~ all hated Communism.

When the Russian came in, the Communists promised a better 1ife to

the people. A small fraction of the workers beldeved them, but most

of them were Sncial-Democrats. After a few years, they learned the
truth, realized that the standard of living was lower than before, and
they hated the regime for having cheated and sxploited them.

All the peasants without oxception hated Communiam, Only the colleotire
farm managers could be exempted from this fealing.

The hardest hit by Communism wze the upper class, 1.,e. the aristooraoy,
vhieh was practically wiped out, The middle-cissa also, as it received
& very unjust treatment.

¢« There was no pessant who did not have a relative who was not a |
worker. Them workers were angry at the peasants because of their

high prices. Under Communism the upoer class came much closer than
befors to the proletariate. The workers and the pezsants were a 1ittls
Jealous to sees the intellectuals continue to po ahead. The Communists
mixed up the different sccial olasses, with the result thet they
brought them closer to each other.

E- K The chances for an individual te go ahead.

1. Pirat condlition was to have a good cadre file. On the scientific 1ine
knowledge was also recognised. On the political line, ona had %o sell
one's soul, and say what the party wanted tom hear. A few solentiots
and professors, céven with bad cadre files, could go shernd as they wers
irrefilecable. Until 1947, thease middle- and npper-claes intellectuals
(doctora, lawyers,etc.), could continue a career. In 1948 everything
wan nationaliged, and the state took control over everything.Svery
intelleotual and seientific career depsnded on the personmi's political
views. In that respect, the darkest p eriod was 1950-51. In 1953, thars
was a relaxation, and the small craftasmen could go ahead again on &
limitad soale. Theres was & set back in 195L-6%,

The family origin played a big role. It was showed on the cadre file
by the name worker, pesasant, intelligentsia, J and miscemllianious.
The X-» were given physical jobs » %“he miscszllanious, nothing. Those
of workera' origin were the most favorsd. Bat the workers did nat
become the man of the regime,
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2. Those whoe did not respect the prinoiple of 'to live and to let
live" could go shead. In other words, the turn-coats. kmong the
decent people, only & small percentage could go fhesad, thid only
becausa of thelr knowledge.

menmbers
F. The muhuxx of the AVH and the Party members earned much more than

hwta they deserved. They were the priviledged ones,
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VIi. FAMILY LIFE UNDRR COMMUNISM.

A Effects of Communiem on family life.

Before Communism, in Fungary, the man worked and his wife stayed

at home and brought up the children. Under Communism, the salaries
were so low that the wife had to work, too. Yhen mother and fathsr
worked together, that was not too bad. But this was rarely the casa.
The children had to be taken early im the morning to the nurseries.
If the parents worked at different places, they hardly could see each
other and were too tired in the wvening. Sometimes the husbend worked
in apother town for a long time. This resulted often in love affairs
on both sddes. At Setalinvaros, free love was wideaspread, and 1t
affected everybody who worked there., The children in the nurserias,
and later at school, did not receive any religious instruction.

Only the peasants who remained attacfed %o their land were not
affected by these changes, but mm% those who actually becams workasrs
folleowed the workera' pattern. Mést affected mmzm wam the middle-olasa,
oengineers, technlcal workers, ato.

The appartment was alsc an important factor, and also the tiredness

caused by over-work. Among the workers, the changes affected the

;hildrnn more than the mothers, as the latter had alresdy worked
efiores.

B- Changes in the way children are brought up.

i. Before Communism, state and ohurch were separated. Teday, the
chiiroh is perseoutod, and only a minimal frection of the children
gets religious instruction. The Pioneera, which replaced the Boy-
scouts, is a bad orkanization which does not eduoate men, but tries
to endootrinate the youth., After 1L, ome went to the DISZ, which
was rather a place of meeting. The pmxzxakm parehts didn't dars to
send their daughters to the Pioneers or %o the campas of the NIS7%, as
the morals were rather lose.

2. Changes in the extent children obey or disobey thelr parants,

This question i3 diffioult to answer. But one can say that Communism
dirinished the respnot of the children for their parents, It bolater-
ed ind vidual accomplishments, andmany children didn*% listen teo
thelr parents. The parents had nedther the time not the energy te
look after the children who were infected by Communist demagogy.

The children becams roughsr, refussd to listen to their parcnts ami
-did as it pleased them. In some echools, the children simply refused
%o obey. In the Franciscans' school, we were given a striot disci-
pline. But the revolutlon showed that the youth was not completely
lost, and that it still possessed intelligence and love for the
country.
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There whre clashes of opinion between the two classes of ages.
Hy father was too much in favor of the old form of capitalism,
while I favored a different type of social system which would

have given more to the workers. A girl cousin of mine entered

the CP without being convinced, only tc be able %o go ahead as
a chemist. 1 never sopka to her &s I thought she had sold her

honor.

Conservatism was a tradition in Vungary. The athelst regime tried
to attack this. Thus the children heard one thilng at achocl,
another at home, and didn't know which one was correct, Belors

the revolution I thought the ashool had beson successlful. Tha revo-
lution showsd me that the Communists had failed and that they did
amxk mot succeed %o inooulate the youth with their polson. NHatlen-
alism was one of the reasons why they failed. And the Russians had
made themsclves hate bacause of the imposed cuit of thelir "genlus®.

Ce Marriage, courtship and sex patterna,

1., There was still courtship. Marrddges were often held 1n the
chureh, eveon by Party nembers,vhe would go to a different church,
OCivorces could be obtainsd .or 2,000 forinta, but there wers also
many good and beautifnl marrddges and fanilies. The main handicaps
here ware the working conditions and the lodging.

2. There was no legal prostitution in Vungary. "omen ware indepen-
dent but had to work just as hard as men.

of the ragime/
The mffimixk attitude/was that everybody snhould solve his or
her sexual problems se well as he or she could, The outside attitude
of the regime was one of bigotry. Lightly dressed women wera fined
on the streoets. Nothing about sexual matters wes written in the papers.
The scenes with nudes were censured from the French and Swadinsh
movies,

D. Friendship,
l. Effects of Communism.

ndeaexiinmmunkun, Frienbhip was spioced with interests. “When onae
got into trouble, one did not have many friends left. But the
poople who sRered the same fate became very fond of each other.

The unhealthy friendships disappesred under Communism, the real and
serdous ones davelopad.

2. 1 hed no friend who ever jJoined the CP. If he Joins, I would
break with him 4f he is harming others. If he is pot a convincad
member, I still won't like him, but I will blame him less.



One ocannot sontinue a friendship keeping politics out of it, bescauss
politics plag a big role in somebody's convictions.

O. OCrime and s&lcoholism.

There was an increase in a certain varddty of orimes, because the
paople simply had to commit them. I'm not speaking of murders or
other major crémes, but of embeszlements and of thefts from the
factories. Hany peopls felt that they had the right to do it, as
they were rohbed by the state, &nd reasoned the following way:

“Te rob a thief 1s not & sin". Wothing was ssaid about crimes in the
nevspapers.,

One mays thet the orime rate in women went up, but I don't know thias
myself.l know that the police is ocorrupted. For a few thousands forints,
ones conld buy parmits of residence from certain police colonels,

Many of them were oaught, often bacause they denounced sach other,

But the number of bribes waa much more higher.

2+« I think drinking has diminished. The wines wers exported and
the 1iguors were of bad gquality.

3. Juvenile delinguency.

The "jampecs" tried to imitate the US in their way of dreasing, and
in thelr taste for negro jasz musio. They exaggerated the dress,
and looked just swful, They were children of workers, unintelligent
young people from the suburbs. The regime was very angry at them
because they showed sympathy for the US. They worked rather irregu-
larly. T didn't like them at all. Thelr age was batween 15 and 25.
The parents couldn't do a thing about their behavlior,

There were also the work-shirkers who, with some of the jampecs,
didn'b want to work. The Communists called this way all those who
refused to work for them or to perform the work they had bean
given.
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VII. RELIGION.

As BEffeots of Communisn on religious life,

Communiam had bad effecis on the youngest generation, but in genaral, nct
on thereligious 1ife as such.

Hany people went %o chuich, and a religious procession would gsther
more people than before, At the Midnight Mass of Christmas, theare
were more people outside the ohurch than inside. In my opinien,

Gommunist persecution trought mmem many peopls closer to God than
bafore.

The younger genmeration was given no religiocus education or principles.
The achools of the Church were first natiodkalized, but in 1951, B

of them were re-opened under publioe preasure. The religious instruot~
ion, firat also suppressed,was re-introduced if both parents asked
for 4it, A Weanoiscan priest who used to presach very openly was
arrested in 1954L. Thercwere informers in every church.

The Roman Cetholio Churoh was hardest hit, because it offered
the strongest resistanie to Comnunism and had the biggest unity.
In the villagses, the priest had more prestige than the Communist
officials and the Party sscretary just could not stand it.

The Calvinist and Lutheran churches made concessions to the state.
i1 don't know if the Jmish faith was persecutsd or not.

B. Religion is an important factor in my 1life, because it agress

wlth my outlook on 1ife and on things. There is a limit for humans
after whioh there are no answers in earthly words and measurements.
Religion is an equal factor in my 1ife than in the 1ife of my parents.
1 think ] am more religious than my own class of ags, and the

sem as the average population, i.e. neither bigotted nor atheist.

1 went %o confess and to attend mass regularly, in different churches.

C. The ochurches should enjoy complete independence and freedom %o
fupction. They should have as many schools as they want. But I am
cpposed to blg estates ouned by the churches which should be supported
by tha faithful.

I don'% approve the banning of movis or books by the church. A state
organ conld perform this work.

I don't want the church to take part in any political activity,
and this apolies also to any religious perasonality.

——
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D. The Jewlsh minority.

1. T don't know 1f the Jswish minority has been also hust by
Cosaunism, but I dom't thint: smo.

2. lvere was a politicel jo'e in Fungarys 'There are two types of
Jews: those who want to lsave the country, and those who do nob

lat thom out v (i.e. Rakosi and Gerd). In the first group, wers

the btutinessmen, jewellers, stoc. who lost their fortune under
Comnunim, In the second wery the nmkuxxz members of the top leader~
ship, su:h as Rakeei, Qerd, ‘as, Revai, etec.

The Jews tshaved stupidly. Miny came back from Qermany after having
suffered msny hardships. The} wanted to play the leadipg recles and
o get good positions., The Ctumunists let them play the first roles
and this mad: them responsible for many dirty things. Many Jewa
ware CP membars. Those I knevw told me that the Russians had freed
them from the Wazis, end thit they could be only grateful to them
and to the Comvunists. Othe: Jows recognimed that the Russlians were
not better than the Naesis.

As for the refugses, I only know that the Jswish reliasf erganisation
was the gquickest, and had r:ch money. At a time when nany refugees
received almost wothing, ¢! Jews were given & much betier treatment

Js« Attitudes duri:g the rarolution.

e had at Hiekole in our class a big Communist named Faul YWeilss

whose mother was Farty sgura:tary in a bipg factory in Pudapest. During
the revolution, he tock & un and stood guard with the other studentsa.
But he was afraid of everyiody, and never expressed his opinion about
the svents. “hen & Jewish lawyer of Miskole wes threatened, we put

& L-students guard before liis house. I can say here that there were
ne religious differencas during the revolution.

Le T don't think +the Jeyvs have any reasons to fear an independent
Fungary, because 2n indajsndent Hungary will be neither Fascist
nor Nagi. Only those Jews -~ and Christiens too- who served the
hated Communipt regime have reasons to be afrsid.
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VIII. THE FUNGARIAN TOUTH:

A. By FWungarian youth, I mean the young people from lo Lo 25:
publlieczand secondary achcol, unlversity students, young workers
end peasants. The latter were not a serious factor durldng the
ravolution bacauss of thelr dispersion.

B. The youth was the spiritual leader of the revolution. But there
were no individual leaders. The writera! dobate, which was the

work of a fraction of the Party, was somethlng differsnt. Thd vouth
wanted to live a better 1life and was emblttered by all the injustican
of the past. Bsfore tha revolution, the first role was playsd by

the writers. In the demonstrations the young students held Lthe

first place, During the fighting, the industrial workers played

an important part, with the miners and ths university students, in
Budarest and at Miskole.

Why did the youth take the lead, rather than the old people? A%
our university meeting, when asked for their opinion, one of the
professors, the dean of the Faculty of Enginesring, said:) I'm with
you. But I have also to think of my family. You may laugh at me or
despiss me, but I am afraidi» The youth vas much more fearless and
enthusiastic, because of its age.

All the old people were amazed to sse the revelution win. But after
November L, some of them said they had known before that it wounld all
end badly...In any cassa, many old people fought alopg with the youth.

G. The schaola and the educational aystem.

The majority of the teachars were anti-Communists. It alamost hurt
us to know that they had to tell up things it was obvious they
didn't believe in. But the teachers were i%xi%= poorly paid and were
at thr mercy of the regime. If they wanted te live, they had teo
cive in.

The Francsisnas who teought us were compleftely frank and told us
slways the truth in history, literature and especially, religion,

The branches studied in sevondary sohool were good, and I think
the requirsments wers higher than here in the US. The quality of
the instruction was excellent, as all the teachera had already
taught before Communism.

Tntil 1556, the family origin was very important in ordsr to be
admittéd to unlversity. The proletarians were favorsd, and only a

faw intellsctuals with excellent notes sould get in. Then theres wzu
a relaxation. The regime realized that the students it admitted
vwould not cohstitute an adeguate intellactual elite. This was my
luek and T was also admitted in thas fall of 1956,
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At Miskole, during therevolution, wo found the files of the AVH, with
all the oadres filas, e discovered that several asslstant teachers
and students mmxm wirked for the AVH. We also found out that ofls

of the faculty deans had refused ihree times to work for the secret
police,

As for the quality, Rdxxiwww® of the education, its level went down
after 19L3, and the rejult was that many incompetent and stupid
engineers were able to rraduate from the universities. The quality
raised in 1956, together with the requirements, e only had %5 or 1
hours of Marxism-Leninisv ove of 37 hours.

E. The Communlat éndoctriastion of youth.

4. The Communiats spent ruch money, time and effort to éndoctrinate
the younger generation, and used it a2ll in vain. All those who
want %o university were on scholarships, and the secondary schools
were free, too. Moreover, the youth was offred all the advantages
possible in the fixkm fiold of sports.

¢« The Comnunists failel beosuse youth could not take in, or rather
could not digest Commupjsm. Young peopaeien' eyes wWors open, and
theym were able to ses. besides all the nice things, all the crimes
of the regime. A fract on of the young intelledtuals was neglected
and not silowed to con.inus its studies. T have never met one
single young men who wis a convince | and faithful Tommunist during
a1l the tims I lived in Fungary.
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1X: MAJOR DISSATISFACTION! AS FELT IN TVERY-DAY LIFE.

A« Aespondent's main disritisfactions,

My father was thrown out :¢f his job, and intarned, our family house
was confiscated, and we u)re banlshed with my mother &nd grand-mother.
I wanted to study =t OyYizybs, but was told that the children of the
fromer exploiting class srs not admitted. In 1955, 1 was refused
admission to the university, though I had completed my secondary
studies with nothing but sxoellent notes .

B) Peopls in Fungary we'e complaining the most about tha informers’
system which csussd muci fear and uncerteinty. Then about the looting
of the country by the Tussians whioh created the very low standard of

living.
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X. TPE ECONOMIC LIFE.

A. Respondent's and his family's standard of living.

1. I earned 1,500 forints & month, and my mother 1,000. With this
income of 2,500 forints, we had S persons to support, as both my
grand-mothers lived with us,

e apent some 1,800-2,000 forints on food, paid & rent of 100 forints
for two rooms and & kitchen (in 1953, wexhad to pay LOO forints for

one room). The transportation to work and back cost 100 forints, and we
were glad when we could spend 200-300 forints on clothing..

I considered a "luxury” & better diet and btetter clothing or more
entertainment.

Before 1945, my father earnad 1,000 pengls and supported five persons.
My mothar didn't work. We lived in & lL-room villa that we owned, from
1935 ti11 1951. Then we had tda live for two years in a small pantry
for twh years at OytngyUstarjén. Sinoe 19LB, our general standard of
living did nothing but go down. It was &t its highest in 1948, 1ita
lowest im 1951-53.

2. I knew an engineer who had sold in time two movies and had bought
gold with the money. Fe sarned 2,000~3,000 forints a month, his
married daughter was also an enginser and earned well, too. They had
an 0ld car -but it was a car - spent their weekends on lake Balaton,
had a five-room appartmant,

3. The trade agreements signed with the Soviets account for the
Fungarian standard of living during the last wight years, The Egran-
monts were signed on the basis of 4 forints for 1 ruble. 0fficially,
‘1 was 11,20 forints or 2,50 rubles (instead of 20 rubles). Thus the
Soviets ordered a ship from Wungary, paid it in rubles at the rate of
the dolder;, and gobt it for 1/10%k of its real valuel

Yhat the state gathered in went out of the country, and the levsal
of the standard of living continued to fall down. The govarnment, which
was the puppet of Moscow, did not do a thing =about it.

B. Respondentts income.
I earned 1,500 forints per month., After the various deductions - peaoa~
loan, old-age, trade-union - I had some 1,250 forints left.



25~M X~20

C. Retall prices.

1. The prices of tis froe market were much higher, as the peasants
took adwantage of .ie situation. However, the quality was somawhat
better. An egp comt 80 fillers in the state store, the peasants

sold it for 2 foriria. Lard, 35 forinte for 2 lba. versus 120 forinta
(in the winter of )951), bacon, LS forints worsus 100 (winter 1951).
The peasants sold illegally wine for & lorints & gquart. The state
bought the same wim for 90 fillers and resold it for 18-20 forints,
Thess figures are r.ther extrems.

Sheoes cost S00 foriits Iin a state store, 1,000 forintas &h the private
sactor.

The differonces wers variable. They were big in 1951. The prices were
the same esveryWhere when the state stores were well supplied., For ex.,
for two months, the's were no brooms in Budapest. On the free market,
they were available, but cost 5 times more than usually.

2. There were ¢ hanget of quality, when the government could not

sell some export itens and had to throw it om the internal market.
There was always good guality, but it was impossible to but it,
espetlally as far as textiles were concernsd. There ware no relations
between quality and p*ioes.

3. Thers were [requent shortages of consummera' goods , like lard amd
meat. This was due to bed organizetion rather than lack of the
produdces.

Spare parts were very diffieult to get, even for home-made apolidbknces.
There was spolilage of food, not by the individuals, but by the atate.
For instance, th- grapes were gathered and the truckd went to plek

thikm up two days latsr.

L. Meat, lard, lemons, motorcycles mxm were especially in short supply.
5. Cars were simply unavailable, only for doctors. A 900 c¢c. 3 cylindres
oar cost L0,000 forints. The state imported some 500 of them, but

there were 5,000 doctors. @las was rationed, the monthly ration was
L gallons,

Anelectrio rasor, amotorcycle were "luxuriean,
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6. Tha black-market,

It existed everywhere and for averything, as soon as one manufactured,
i.8. sold something withaut the cermission of the state (shoes, dollars.
lard, motorbicycles, stc.) The black-markst was practically imposed

on thespeople. The =m prices were not always high. Punishment varied
from a few months wp %o 5 years., If it was a kulak, his property

oonld be confiscated, and the manjailad for 15 years. The Communists
wore the main black-marketars.

D« VWorking conditions.

1. As & car mechanie, 1 worked 2L hours out of evary 36. Thus I
worked some 70 Jours a week, sometimes BO houra. The minimum waa
250 hours a month, and thenl would have earned 880 forinte and a
207 allowance. I oftenhed LOO hours a month.

1 chose this Job myseif, because I liked the machines.

My relatlons mith my co-workers were good and friendly. With

the superiors, my relations were cold, but good.It depended on
the person. In general they wars feared. Our enterprise employed
some S500~600d workers, 70 administrative staff and 10 sscretaries
who did nothing. The asaistanta of the boss knew their job. The
boss himsell was a former car-washerg but a goed Party membarx.

I was not satisfied with my Job as I wanted to go to university.

2.

My fellow-workers were very good at their jobs, and had a good
technical knowledge.

3.

Tha vacatlon program, Their villas were takem from their owners

and thes workers were sent there to rest. Protection helped very often,
but within 3 years, everybody would go somewhere on vacation,

The medical ineurance wus good. Ona was sent to a publio hospital,
But thers wos 2 terrible shortage of drygs.

FPensions were very low. The regime let the old people live in

misery, and thelr relatives had to support them. Many old paople
comnitted suicide.

. Mespondent's opinions on country 1life and agricultvre.

1. I wuld have prefreed to live in the country. I hate all oities,
Budapest like Wew York. Cities had a better situstion from the
econcnlc polnt of wview. Also politicallt, becaunse one could mingle
and get lost in the orowd. In the vdllages,everybody knows evrybody.
The vountry workers hed always a better food than the city workera.



2. Opinion on col ectivisation.

‘n my opinion, collective agriculture as such is not bad, but it
1s renlized the wzong way. I would favor a co-operative of farmers
s¢t up voluntarily, and not an avtoocratio institution imposed by
t}s state. Such co-operatiwes could buy machinery and cultivate

re ionally. I'm no: in favor of small pleces of land, and also not
of too large omes ver 1,000 holda (1,L00 acres). This world mean
mapy cotters who wvuld have no land.

The smdium-sise peasants were those who opposed more strongly
collentivigation (5-15 holds~ 1.8. T-21 acres). The kulaks were not
even acrepted.

Tn 1953, mme colledtive farms were dissolved bacause they went
bankrupt. During the revolution, many were dissolved. The peasants
are indepenient minied and don't like to receive ordera. They were
cheated and didn't 1lke the Communist economic system. In Borsod
county, & very few ¢ llsoiive farms were without deficit.

i. A8 an agricultural worker, 1 would chose life on a private farm.

L. In an independen! Fungary, I would like to see a system based
on small peasant eccromy. Yhare the metibers agres,; & system of
co-operatives could |e established, for the purchase of machinery
or oattle, but not fcr property of land. The role of the state
would be only & legal and administratdve one.
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XI. THE POLITIC!L LIFE.

A: L. In my fanmlly, nobody belonged to any partye, but if I remen-
ber well, my fatiar voted for the Smallholdars. I was only 13 at
that time.

Before 19L8 T thought that the Communist Party was a friend of
the Russians whon were also Communiats. I also knew that Béla
kun and his frieuwls wore a bunch of Communist rascals:

B: 1. The Communiat Party membersa.

Since 19L0, one can't speak any more of party politice, as there
was only one aprty. Those who Joined the Party were mostly carser-
iste. Take for =skx ex. the actresss Violetta Ferrari, who didn't
have really to Joln, but did 41t for financial intemests. Maybe 109
of the CP members jyere convineced Communists. Most of those I knew
had other reasons %o belong to the Party. Some people who lo aned
toward the left wers not even members, elther because they were
dislllusioned, or fur other reasons.

In my opinion, those who were "forced" to Join the Party were not
so innocent. I knew nany peopls who lived in misery, but did never
anter the Party.

In publio, the CF memlsrs usually made pampoue declarations., But
among theilr olose frivnde, they said just the opposite, Some were
expalled from the Part:r for not playing well the gams. On the other
hand, some Communists vho became disflilusioned neverthelees remein-
ed in the Party, There are also the fanatics, like Marosan, who

la 1946, during & speech at the Oanz factory, attacked his own
mother for going te churcoh.

2. Changes in Party policies.

"henk there wera changes, we knaw that there was a4 struggle inside
the Party, and that the whole affair had its origin in orders
recelved irom Moscow. We analysed the situation through the
Communist press and the Western radio broadoasts, and this gave

us & better ploture. My own explanation of the etrugglesas inside

the Perty was that every Fungarian Communist leader had soma body

in Moscow who supported him. Thus his position was usually linksd
with that of his Russian protecter. In 1953, Imre Nagy moved forward
becauss Rakosi lost Stalin(s support, and ikmk bocauss “alenkov
supported Nagy.
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j. One cen't spsak of Party morale, thie wms only & whip to keep
the aspparatus of powar going. Party membership meant countless
professional and financial advantages. To disagres with the Party
would have meant to lose a1l these advantages. Most peopls were
too afraid to lose their positions. A oclaver CP mermber could naver
be discouraged, a5 he Rnsw perfectly well what was going on, while
the morale of some naive members would waver cocasionally.

L, The top leaders of the Party.

They are either 4insane cf fanaticms Communists, But in any oase,
they are traitors to their country, becsuas they serve a foreign
power., They help the Russians to rob and exploit the country, and
thies crime is ghared by all of them. I think they are scoundrels
or rather fapatic scoundrels. Rakosi spent many years in prison
under the former regime, but Kedar was jailed by his Communist
partners and must be fanatloally inasane to play his role of today.
Perhaps they have good intentions, but if they consider everything,
they must know that what they do is brutal, shrewd and diabolie,

As for the rank-and-Tile members, they ars not at all intsrested in
the Communist principles but only in the financial advantages
offered by their CF nmembership.

C. 1. Oppositien to the Communist government.

""hen twe psopls spoke together, they slways lashed the reagims and
if eought, could be sentenced ¢to severz]l months imprisonment. The
workers were dependent on their wages, and the quality control
vas very strict. Bul there were many acts of sabotage, thefts and
embssslements, as often the inspsctors themselves stole and mis-
eppropriated funfa. There wers no strikes but from time to tima
somebody would demege & machine or a motor,

The peasants showed much more oppoasition behavior. They cheated

with the deliveries und declared only part of their produces. Thay
didn't pay the taxes until forced to. They resisted collectivization
and refused almost openly to give their support to the CP when

they did net actually attack it. As they had a few acres of EXRRX ,
land, they could act with more independences than the workers

who depended entirely on thelr wages.

One single act of oppoalition was not effective, but all the thefts
put together certuainly contributed to aggravate the sconomio
difficuitias of the regime.

2« It wan pogsible te attack the regims openly cnly a few waeks
beforsa the revolutieon. The oprositien behavior in the essonomie
fiesld increased in number with the deterioration of the standard
of Ziving.
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3. hotivitlies of the intellectuals.

I heard of the Petifi Circle only in the esrly spring of 1958,
Mosuow permifted debates not to attack the Party, but ke to remedy
the mistakes of the regime. But the dabates took an anti-regime
character, and lsd to somplets freedom of expression, The DISZ

newspaper (Ssabad Ifjusig) reported verbatim the debates of the
Circle while the Smabad Mép attacked tham.

Before this, I saw only that the intellectuals sold themselves to
the Communists.They put into phrases what the people thought for
a long tims, but had father in mind a kiod of natlonal communist
system, while the mpm people wanted much more, i.e. complete inde-
pendence and freedom. But at thet time, the writers' demands were

a meximum, and to make more would have been considered a provocation
by the regime.

I thought that they were doing the right thing and today, I think
that they have eliminated all their past mistakes against Hungarian
literature and against their country.
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I11. THE APPARATUS OF FOWER-

A« The aecrat pollioce- AVH.

1. A1) kinda of people belonged to the AVE. They were sxtresmely
wsll paid and re the ravolution proved it, they wers all the
meroenaries of Moscow.The informers knew only & few other infor-
mers. The activities of the AVA covered all spheres of 1ife,
factories, borders, churches, friendship, etc. Some sscret police~
men earned more than 10,000 forints a ma month when the average
pay of a soldier of equal rank was 1,000 forintas,

Preir metheds to extract confessions from peopls were to break down
the prisoner physiwally and mentally. He was beaten and torturasd
was not allowed to sleep because of powerful lights in his eyes.

Peraonal experience with the AVH.

In 1951 the janitor dencunced my father without sny reason %o

the AVE and he wes interbed as "a person dangerous for the seourity
of the state." He was driven to Reoske eand remained a prisoner
there for ? years during which we could not see him or write %o him.
His 1ife was very hard. Finally, through bribed guards, we could
exchange messqges with him.

tn 194B/L9, a third year seocondary-school student friend of mine
who was 17 yoars old was interned for L years with twe of his
friends under the accusantion of nrconspiracy zgainst the stats’.
fis parents didn't know abou his fate for twe-and-half yoears.

i. People 1ived in constant anxiety, exospt the good techniclans
and professors. The othser people lived in wncertainty, eopecially
the functicnaries and even thogse who lived on the wings of the Party.

6. Nobody became an informer but of ideologleal conviction. The
informers' motives were dbkther parsohal desire of revenge or
financial advantages, or because he was black-mallsd. The peopla

had the greatest contempt for the informers and didn't consider them
a® humanbeings. During the revolution, we found out that ons of

sur assistant-teachers was an AVH spy. The former Wazis were welcone
at the ATH. Also there were many Jews among the top officars. They

got good poshktions at the secret police in 1945-~L6, and had been
climbting the ladder since then,

&. Everybody could be danounced to the AVA whether he spoke or not.
But it was much safer to keep one's mouth shut than to speak agalnst
the regime.

7. At Miskolo, the green AVF - border-guards - sided with the peopis
in aniform and with national cockades, but they were not reliable.
The officers put on civilian clothes only in ordar to escape.
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3. When Fungary is independent, the officers of the AVH should
be triey and condemned. Trése who committed crimes should be
executed. The others would sooner or later be absorbed %y in the
sociaty.

9. The regulir polioe. Some policemen were correct, but many
worked for the AVH. They ware completely under the influence of
the Party and wore not very different from the AVH. One police
office at Mickole was correct and the people did not harm hia.
The police arrested many people. They could be bribed, as the
avarage was plrobly paid.

During the rerolution, the police sided with the people, with a
few sxceptione. They gave their weapons, or often could keep then.
But in the wholm, their bshavior was passive. Some wers Eilled
becauamthey had mistreated many people.

Bs The Courts,

I was told that lefore 1945 2 poor peasant or worker mgould gbt
Enir treatment f:om the courts in a case against a rixch man, but

don't know any :oncrete case. The sentence was based on concrets
fects and proofs, and the judge couldn't be bribesd,

The Funplu'u Courts, As long as the aystem with several partiss
sxisted, the judicia Was independent from &sll state organs. Thias
changsd already iw 19!7. I can illustrate the situation which
followed with 8 cisex:

In 1951, somebody revilsd Rakosi and wes sentenced to 1 year
imprisonment for "agitating agalnst the statan,

"hile interned, uy father was treated as a worker and got paid,
e was only with political prisoners and after a while, was able to
Lrust a few of tlien.

Cs The Hungarian Army.
1. Role played during the revolution.

The Army played & passive role, except for giving weapons to
¢ivilians at certain places, But the army appearsd nowhers ss
& united body. Thers were only isolated adtions, like at ths

Eillan barracks, at Hrdliget where two guns shot out a Russian
armored train.
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The soldiers were not Communists, they belonged to the peoples.
The officers sll said they were convinced Communists, though
some were not. Some offlcers were foroced to join by the people,
sonme were shot by their own soldiers, like the oommander of the

airfield at Feldebrd, and some behaved well. Thers were no differences

in the behavior of the soldiers during the revolution,

I thought the army'e behavior was natural, because the soldiers
wore Hungerian llke us, and though they had a uniform, they were
not Communists. But I wee suprised to ses ths mistakes of the top
commanders, when the Ministry of Defense remained stuffed with
Rakosists and Staliniata.

2. At Miskole, T had 3 hours of military courses per wesk, with

an anti-aircraft unit. We had only theoretical and practioal courses,
but ne political instruction. The officers who tought us were ve
unintelligent and insolent. But they treated the students well as

we were lntellectually far more superior to them.

2. The Russian Army.

It 15 & non-sense to say that Aungarian feelings about them are due
to the events of 18LB. The reason is the mannsr in which the Russians
came to Hungary in 1945, when they looted, destroyed and raped in
thes country. For this reason,; the Rungarians have sll reasons

to hate the Russian soldiers individually. Secohdly, the Communist
clique came to power because it was supported by Soviet bayonets.

We hoped in 19LS that they would foroe the Germans to withdraw,

FPut we didn't expect a4 horde of looting Darbarians, They shalled
our houss, snd shot my 73 year-old grand-father while he defendad

4 pregnant girl the Russlanm soldiers were assaulting. This happened
on Maroh 15, -1945. My opinion didn't change since then. The first
troops wers replaced by others who were Just as unintelligent and
ruda, but who did not locot.

3. Behavior of troops stationed in Fungary befors the revolution.
They were hated by the people and lived isolated. They didn't go
with Fungarian girls. The Russians considered Hungary as a "Fascist"
country, but I know with certainty that they wanted to stay there,
as the standard of living was much lower in Russia, For then,
Hungary was slmest ths West, These Russizns were in my opinion
misied by the Communists, becauss of their stupidity. Their military
training was fairly good, soldiers and officsrs alike.
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4. Duripg the revolution, at Miskolc, they stayed first out of
sight and didn't da anything. The reason was that their forces mmx
wores infarior to ours.

S« T heard that some Russian soldiers were forced to surrender and
sided with the people to fight against other Russians after November L.
Some trpops refused to cbey and were ment back to the Soviet Union.
Some soldiers fled to Austria. I don't know if some fought against

the AVH.

Tos, Russian soldiers fought sach other, on Movember 30, nsar “rd-
Liget. They shot at wach other with guns for 3 or L days, and
must have been fresh units battling old onea.

E. The burssucracy.

1. As overything was in the hands of the state, all control was
done from the top, &nd it took a considerable amount of time to
arrange an sffair. Oftem the wholes thing ended in a yaste-basket.
This huge bureaucracy annoyed very muoh the public, Bufore +he war
mo st A;?nira could be arranged in a few days; under (ammunism, it
would take months, even years, to get some papers, etc. My cadrs
file was in the hande of some secret department nf the Ministry of
the Interior and this caused me much trouble, and smxhimdxmmxkx
spxumd made impossible for me to continue my studias,

The functionaries wers poorly paid, and most of them could be bribed.
The main positions were filled with AVE men, for the permits of
rosidence and cadre files, for ex. These paople were only interssted
in their jobs, but & few wers honest and tried to help the peopla.

At Gybngybastarjin, the council secretary arranged sverybody's affairs
and was liked, We MLl felt sorry when he was moved to another Place.

F. With money one could bribe & funotionary, and in many cases,
frequent controls were unsucoessful, But if bmeNas cought, one
could bes Jeiled for ywars. The functionaries were humble people
who didn't dare to say a thing. Inside they were probably dissatis-
fied, but they were too afraid of losing their jobs.

2« Self-criticism wes a Communist eye-~wash, and made the peopls
only more furious; when they asaw somebody criticize himself and
atill remain in power. Self-criticism could only kesp guist

temporarily thoase who were dissatisfied.
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XI1II. ASSESSMENT OF FUTURT PROSPECTS FOR HUNGARY.

A. If the Communist system remains as 1t ig today, 1 can foreses
ohly terror end arrests, In brief, & system that the recple have
rajected last fall will remain im power. But of within & short
pariod of time, freedom is ashleved, Hungary will be one of the
wealthiest countries in Europe. The country has much bauxite and
uraniuom end light industry could be tremendously developed through
intelligent sconomio policies.

Hungary should be given hor freedom by the four Big Powers, and free
elactions should bs organiszed according to the provisiona of the
FPeace Treaty. The Hussi;n troops should be withdrawn.

oot
As mmx uncertainty is/Better than somsthing sexksiuzhut worse but
certain, psople lean toward the ssoond altsrnative. In my opinion,
Yhe twe blg blocs must clash some day, because peaveful co-sxistesnce
with Communism is a non-sense. The sooner this olssh will occur,
the better for Eastern Europe. Bar is ineviztable, but the guestien is;
when? Todsy the Yest is still the atrongsst and would not be hit
very hard by a war.

Cthar means than war: an internal desintegration of the Soviat Union
on the pelitioal 1ine. This would be of course much more preferable
Lo a wvar because of the irceparable damages & new war would cause,

B: Befors the revolutioen, I saw & hopeful future for Aungary

only if the West settles its socounts once for all with the Soviets,
I never thought that the Aussians would decide by thamselves ti

1ot ws live the 1ife of our own choice. Ths average Hungarien people
ghere these faeclinge, only & small minority of Communists are

afreld of fraedom. The psople also hoped for some kind of explosion
insids Russia, i.e. & palace revolution zmong the Soviet leaders.
The deaxirability of & war was not rejected.
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AIV. SCCIAL, POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC IDWOLOGY.

A. In an independent Hungary, emphasis should be laid on light
industry and agriconlture. Fungary could compate successfully in
those fields in a free economic world. But she could not compste
aa far as heavy industry is concerned, becaunse of the high ocoats
and inferior quality.

All agrieuwnitural products should be produced exoept cotton . Rice
is useful ., The sxpansion of energy plants (water and atonic) should |
continue, as woll as mkux the aluminium industry based on bauxite, |
The remaining hesavy industry should correspond to the amount of |
iron ora available in the country, but no iron ore from Hussia or :

Aumanisa should be imported. |

ith the exceptiion of the fallways and mines, no enterprises should
remain in the hands of the state, because the stats is not & profit-
making institution, The netionalliged enterprises, especially if
developad and enlargad under Comnmunism, can't be given back to their
former owners. They should ba sold to corporations, and a fres
sconomic 1ife should start, with free and independent trade-unions
whloh would protect the werkers. The formar owners should get some
compensation, brt not more than the value of what was taken from them.

The collective farms willl end with Communism and the members will
takae their land back and cultivate it individually. Aa for thae state
farap, their landas should bes scld to the peasants who have ne land.
But thers must be no big estates owned by a few big landowneras.

T would 1imit the role of the government to the legislative line,
and to the maintaining of order. A progressive tox system should

be adopted. If the cornorations are honest, they will bs muoh better
than the state.

T think a limit should be sst to the amount of land a person or
famlly can own, let's say a few hundreds holds, but not Xmam than
1,000 holds (1,L20 acres). Everybody should possesax /mors/

a# much land as he ocan cultivate, but the repetition of the bilg
estatas system must be avoided,
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€. 1 would chose the government which guarantees the personal,
frasdom of the individusl, becsuss the sconomic deficiencies of
such government can be repaired. But people can't live without
freedom, and even a 1itile froedom is better than a higher standard
of living.

I would not outlaw the Communist Party, but would lat them take
part in free elections and fall down there. Something which is
forbidden is sometimes more attractive, and its importance is
exaggerated,

G« For an indspendent Hungary, I would want nentrality guaranteed

by the Big Powsrs. She should maintain good relations with all
countries including the Soviet Unlon, togsther with cultural and
soonomio relations, especially with those countries with which theas
reiations are the most profitable.

3« A federation of Danubian states would encounter the greatest diffi-
culties becauvss of the historiesl past of the various countries
invelved. But it could be realiszed some day. It was Fossuth's idea

and 1t came up again during the revolution of last fall, when the
people thought of the idea of some futurs United “tates of Europe.

I think most Fungarians aporove this idea.

e If a Danubian confederation can't be realicad, Hunjjary's present
political borders will remain unjust. But territorial adjustments

will no% selve entirely ths problem. Many Hungarians were deported

from whers they lived and others took their place. If the Fungarian
minorities will be granted equal rights in the nelghbor countries, a
Denublan confederation may solve the problem. Though I have no relativass
among these Fungarlane , I don't forget them.
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XV. THRE FORMATION OF PUBLIC OPINION.

R. 2. 1 knew 'hrushchev'as secret speach through the Jestern radio
broadcasts.

J+ I knew MeCarthy's name, but not what he did.

8. I only knew that Rakosi had a beautiful villa on the Buda hilla.
Also heard that some countess was his mistress and that he didnit
lige with his wife. He also had a villa on lake Balaton, near Balaton-
vilégos, which was heavily guarded.

B. 1. What respondent read,

1 didn't read newapapers regularly, as I knew that it was all liss.
The contents were empty and dry.

I read the FMungarian classies: Jokal, Qardenyl, Moricm, and the
foreign ones: Shakepeare, Bernard Shaw, Molisre, Verhs, Karl May.

I never read one modern novel written by Dery and the others. I liked
the Hungarian classics very much,and also "The 01d Man apd The Sean
by ﬂlningu;;, in Fungarian translation.

I read less reosntly as I had to work hard for my technical studies,
Peopls reed a lot in Fungary under Communism, though they had less
time and to work more than before, Thoss who read the most ware

the secondary-school students. But the workers and the peasants
also did a ghtealb deal of reading. The Fungarian olassies were read
more than ever.

3.5ometimes, some articles in the Communist papera cought my eyes,
eapecially economioco informetion. I comparad them with what the
western radios sald. All Communist papers (Szabad MNép, Esti Budapast,
issak Magyerorssig) were vary empty and dry, contained nething
interesting to be read.

As ilor Westsrn publications, only Vestern “ommunist papers were
avallable, but these were not intereating.

L. The Communists put many books on the index, most of which dealing
with politics. The fictlon stories wers sold on the black market, but
1l didn't have any such books,

C. One would get by word of mouth either news of evants vhich

happranad arcund us or news about ths nsighbor countriesa from those

who went to visit Cszechoslovakla, Poland or the Sovlrt Unlon.The news
about Western broadoasts were often not reliabls becsuse the psople
whom told them modified them in many cases, I would get such news

from friends and close acquaintances., I trusted some of tham more

than others. The most trusted were elvays my parants. I didn'h psas
information very often, as I had no surs sourcea. (Otherwise, T exchanged
such informetion with my friends.
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D. Everybody in Fungary talked about politics. As soon as two
people met they lashed ths regime and scolded the “West for its
slowness to help us. This was not done often in public places or
at work. When several people were together and knew each other
well, whey were nobt afraid %o talk about politics. But eve rybody
was very cautious with strangers. Many pecople wers arrested for

making remarks uncarefully. People were vory careful with what they
wrote.

Fo 1 went once every two months to the movies, very rarely to the
theatre. I particularly liked the Swedish film "One Sumner of
Happlness® and the Itelien movie "Pucecini®. The plays I liked most
were "Cyrano de Bergerao® and "St. Joan of Are" by B. Shaw.

I dida't like when there wers politics in & film, and there was

plenty of it in the Russian momies. I liked searicus musical or
realistio fiims,
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XVI. EVENTS OUTSIDE FUNGARY.

A« 1. The USSR,

After Stalin's death I expected a revolution in Russia. This didn'
happen but ['m convinced that his heirs will fight each other. The
policy of liberaliszation will bring desintegration along, and the
strugnie of the various tractions may well start a revolution.

2« '8 for {ree elections, the prople would need first soms explana~ |
tion, The younger generation if so blind that millions of Russians |
don't know ihat there exists a better 1ife and mors freedom else-

vhere! If tiis is explained to them, Communism wduld be overthrown, |
;u many Hus:lanes hate the reginmes, too.

The Soviat lrnaderas are fanatic Russian patiomalists who dream of

world domination, and who arp thirsty for power and authority. A few

are very intelligent men, like Holotov.

B. EsmXmudx Eattern Europe,

1. Poland is %)'e most populab Eastern European country in Hungary,
becanas o7 the old historical ties and friendship of the two countriass.
They often foupght togethsr for their independence and helped each
other,

Csechoslovakia Lls the moat unpopular. This animosity is not new, and
Ehe opinior is that the Uzechs are a nation which would pell their
mother and Yather for money. The main source of animosity againast
the neighbor countries ia the Pesce Treaty of Trianon which gave
‘hogs neighbors injustly huge Fungarian tsrritories,

2. If free vleoctions were held in the Eastern Turopean countries,
tle Coemnunipt system would be awept away,

3. In Eastern Turope, Czechoslovakia hag the highest standard of
diving, Fumania the lowesat.

L. Poland. Gonulka as suoh is not a principle. Poland can be black=
malled as her Western borders are not just, and as the Noles know
that only tha Russien can guarantee thsm. At the same time, the
Felea hite both Cermans and Russlans,

CGomulka can't last too long. Poland will either return to Stalinism -
1 think this 13 what will happen as the fussian troops remain station-
ed In Poland - or will break away from Moscow and settls her border
rroblens hersalf.
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2, From the East German uprising of 1953 and the Poznan uprising

of 1956, the Fungarian psople learned that it was pessible to speak up
against the Communlst regime. The events of October 1955 in Varsaw
roge many hopes 1ln fungary, and the people thought the Russians would
atep back in Fungary as they did in Foland.

Ik, There was also fxvek greater freedom of expressionm in Fungary
since July, 1955. I hsard of the same ih Foland through the Western
radioc broadoasts.

5. The events in Poaln! could not rapeat themselves in Fungsry.
In PFungary the AVH firel into the unarmed corowd and started the
revolution. If the AVE 1ould not have fired, and if Gerd would

have made immediate and satisfaoctory concessions, the bloodshed
occuld have been avoided.

D. Yugoslavia.

Tito influenced Sastern FRurope in a very limited way. He was very
isolated since his break with Stalin. The reconciliation of 1985
had bad effects on Fungary. At Pula, Tito sald that the Russiana
sahould allow the other peojmle's democracies to follew their own
path, "hat hag happensd in Fungary in October and Hovember 1956
w&s the psame that would have happened to Yugoslavia if Stalin would
have dared to attack i%. But Tito said leter that there were "Fascistsn
io Fungary. He 1s a smart politician, who maintaina 4in his country
a regime of terror. He is mors than a Yupgoslav Rakosi, and if he

is not liked, he is left in peacs.Yugoslavia's staddard of living
is nevertheless not higher than that of Hungary.

E. Asia,

1. The Communists gained control of China because of the mistakes
ofWestern polioy, the corrvption of the Chlang-Kai-ghek regime,
the big misery of the Chinvas people and the military aid of the
Russians. 3

3. The Russisns can run down China militarily as they did with
Fungary. But economically, China is entirely dependent on the
Soviet Union,. :

5. Rlelationa betwesn “ngland and India are bad. India has much cul-
ture and slso many reazsons bo be embittered, while the British
expect too much gratitude from her. But the Indilans will not forget
scon all the injustices she suffered.

6. The Anglo-French intervention at Sue: was the bigpest crime
committed agalnst the Fungarian revolution, although I'am convinced
that this was necessary because of the serious Communist infiltrate

ion in that vital ares. But the date of the intervention was chosen !

with too mueh irrespongability. This distracted the attention of the
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United Nations from the revolutlon in FWungary end gave the Russians
a right of defense to cover ther sction of repression. The Egyptian
government was wrong in seizing the cemal as it violated a traaty

by which Egypt was bound. But I don't approve the “estern polioy,
when it promises to finance the Aswan dam, then refuse to give any
money for 1t. I'm sure that if the money would have bean given, thare
would have been no nationslisation.

K. West Qermany.

1. I think the living standard in “est Germeny is sensational, and
that Adennuer is the greatest politician of the past 10 yseara.

2. I don't know the Uerman Social Party.

3« In a fow years Germany will play again a leading role in Turops,

if it continues to develop at the same fast rythm. There is no other |
solution than rearmament with the pressnt Russian denger. But Germany o
rearmament can't be controlled for ever. %cononmically, Cermany stands”
better than England and France, militarily, not yet.

k. 1r Adenzuer is succaded by another politician with similar
views, “erman§'s foreign policy will not become kmk agressivs.

5+ The Germans occpied Fungary by cunning, they did not loot and

raps, But they wers not welcome at all and were traditiomally hated

in Pungary. Compared with the iusslans, the Gsrman army wng disciplined
and fought well. The Russians would be afreid of 2 united Germany
which would be thelr most dangerous adversary. In brief, nons of

the two armiea was popular in Hangary.

G. Mestarn Turope.

2. I have sympathy for Gaitskall and the British bawer Party, as thay
treated the visiting Rvssian leaders as they deserved it,

3. Yest GQarmany has the highest living standard, Egypt the lowant,

Hs The United States.

1. 1 thought the 1S was the country of great speed. But the way
affairs are Bandled 13 slow and also bureaueratio.

2s The US can't do anything fer Rastern Turope now. The pending
problems betwesn the two blocs should be solved and the problen

of the small Eastern Buropean countriss would be solved st the same
time.As long as Russian trrops remain in Poland, the US should nok
give any money to that country, &s Poland is not indepondent yat.
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3. Thi 0S must maintain a cold relationship with the Fadar regimme
but alsc realise that it exists. No economic aid, sither loans or
goods, should be granfed as this would only supnort the Communist m
economis system served by Kadar,

li. Fangariens w uld welcone “estern visitors, thelr presences would |
be a sig: of freedom, and because Fungarians alse want to travel
abroad ard to know foreign pecple.

5. They would like to receive Western books and periodicals, becaksw
these are vore colorful and tell them the reality, end thus would
give them a better and clearer picture of the Western world.

5., T+ would 10t matter whether or not Rungarian exiles were anmsociated

with sueh ac:iyvities the purpose of which si to warn the foreign
visitors and ho inform the Hungarian peopls,

7. Ths US gave seconomlie ald through the Marshall Flan to the Westara
Buropsan coun:ries devastated by the war, I'm not oclear with ths way
the oredita hed to be paid baokIt wss of the intesrsst of the frees
world to avoid any discrepencles in living standards and to énoreass
the solidity of the West.

B. Amsrica foupnt in Kores because 1t had guaranteed South Eorea's
indepeudencs and was oxposed to ome of the greatest provooation in Asie.
1% won & tempoiury battls, but at the vost of some 60,000 American
soldiers' 1ife.

I. Differences in the US between rich and less rich are what 1 thoeught.
The wealthy peovie can efford everything they want (ecar, plane). But
the workers don't starve, oan also eet the best meals and have oars,
eto. Maybe their housing is not quite adaquats.

2. I knew thet the American trade unions held huge power, and ] approve
this. They try lo obtain the highest wagess possible but sometimes

they go too far boyond the goal. T dom't think that most labor unionas
Are very ieft-wing or under Communist influencas.

3, The Communisns deseribed the US as a gangsters' parsdise. I think
that in propertion with the sige of the populatien, the number of
erininal 1is low,

Yo T'm sure that Hungarian uni?nrsitiqa have moras courses, and
thes the studies as we!.L 83 the sxeminations are more strict than

in American colleges,

S, I'm against toos much frae tims. TV is good, but it must not bes
. tha only sourns of oulturs. However, the Americans are not as super-
ficial) as they are su,posed to be, ny
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Ja The unltﬂ'd Ha.}iﬁiﬂﬂu

I don't consider any more the United Nations as aserious an organisa-~
tion &s it was sippoaed to be. It is too often & show-piaoce which
brings resolutio!s whioh are nothing but words without waligh.

First, tha UN should have sent a delegation td Hungary, to get
informed about tis eventa oocuring there since Ociober 23. Such a
commission shoull be a permanent organ of the UN:

After Novenmber L, the UN should have takem wonsrete sanctions egainst
the Soviets unless their troops withdrew from Hungary and free slesctions
were held.
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. XVII. ENOWLEDGE OF ARD ATTITUDES TOWARD SRELECTED PERSONALITIES.

A. The greatest living Fungarian today is P4l Maleter. We owe partiy
to him the triumph of ths revolution, independently of what ha
waa bafore.

B. Imre N¥agy.- A convinoed Communist but I have esteem for him for
having been able to follow the Fungarian people’s revolution and
for being deported for this later.

Cardinal Myndszenty.~ As head of the Church, 1 respect and like him,
In his speeoh of Heovembsr 3, 1956, several things were not timely,
egpecially when he mantioned the "defeated regimav.

L« Rajki~ Fe died like all murderers deserve to die.
Erntd Qerti.~ A fabatlc Soviet agent.

Jancs Kadar.- I hold him for insane.

2. Eisenhower.- I like him for his popularity. But becauss of hia
health, T don't know whether he'll be able for the four years %o
come, to be vigllant enough as far as the Russizns are concerned,

Fammarskjold.~ A man with weak hands.
Dulles.~ A politician who doesn't think in advance enough.

8den.~- I approve his intervention at Suesz, but the date chosen '
for this was & stupid cholce.

Truman.- No opinion.

3. Mikoyan, "The good spirit" of the Soviet ecllque.
Nehru, A wvery shrwed and clever politician,” I forget his
attituds toward Fungary last fall, "
Chiang-Kal-Shek.- A corrupt Chinesss gensral,
Ferenc Hagy.- I don't approve his policy of martiea in the
immi enigration.
Ro@sewelt.~ He should have listemsd to Churchill, The Aklies
should hawe attasoked in the Balkans and not im Italy.
Adenauer.- One of the greatest stetesmen of Germny.
Et.—lin-&" A xm briliiant scoundrel.
Malenkov.= A stupld puppet.
Franco.- No opinion.
Bevan.- I don't know him.
Khrushchav.- A stupid man who wants to concile dictatership with
. freedom of opinion,
Tito.~ A smart turn-ooat.
Peron.~ NHo opinion,
shurchill.- The gresatest stateran of the JXIth century.
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XVIII. ATTITUDES TOWARD EXILES AND EXILE ACTIVITIES.

A+ Characterisation of escapeea:

1. The first and largest group consists of those who took part
with arms and words in the revolution and were exposed after
November L to Communist reprisals. They were mostly young poaople
from all aoccial classes.

A second group is cobstituted by thoss who could not go ahend under
Communism and took advanteg of the cpan border to go to the “Jest.

Then there i3 a very small group of which we can't bo kam very
proud.

Those who reomained in the country are: 4 small group of Hungeriann
who will fight till the end =zpzaxk against the Russians and
Comnunismy the peasantry attached to the landy those who were
afraid of the dangers of the escape, and [inally, ths cld paople.

1 have the greateat respect for those %wno remained in Huongazy.
A 35-year old bus driver, single, whom T met during the revolution,
could have come oyt with me, but said instead that he was ataying.

Those who remaizned home know that most of these who esocaped savad
their lives., They oxpect us té& help them, and to tell the truth
about the revolutiosn.

2. 1f everybody would have had a chance to como % the Jest,
1 believe that more 200,000 pmopls would have escapod

B. Hungarian exiles and exile organisations.

. T knew the Fungarian National Council, and the names of

olg Warge, Fereno Nagy, Pfeiffer, but I didn't know what theass
people wore doing. I still don't know todayl I approvez an
exile organisation 4f it represents & perfect natiopal unity,
and not party interesta. Since I left Fumngary, I met Pfeliffer
&nd Barankovicas.

3« I don't know that the exiles coulid have done during the
revolution . I was waiting for VWestern help stirred up by the
wxiles, but I didn't see anything coming.

Cs I never met any Hungarian whe escaped to the lest then cems
back to Hungary.
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D. 1. The people in Hungary would like to know sbout thair relatives
who ars in the Wist, especially the parents wan! to know about

thelr children. They must know that thex refugeos have the attention
end the sympathy of the free world,

2. They should be jiven an objective description aof 1ife in the West,

3. The sxiles shoukd settle down according to their knowledge, in
order to win the syspathy of the people who welcome them, for
tehmaeclvew and for {helr country.

o In my environment, T will give a olear picture of the ewents in
Fungary, and will show the bare realitirs of Communism to those
who don't know them. T'11 also ask the American people to write

to their representatires not to let the Hungarian problem be
forgotten.

5« 1 would join only a “otally uniied organisation., I don't approve
divisions, ohly a uniteo front. Tais organisation must denounce the
Russian danger and call “he attention of the l.est on Hungary, also
help those refugees who gncounter difficultiss to adapt themselves to
their new home country, tc those students who can't receive scholar-
ships: T would make mo differences betwean old and recent refugees,

6« I think that the aexilc political parties are out of place. This
was my opinion in FAungary, too. During the revolution these sxile
politiciens should not Flave partiocipated in anything until the
situation would have bein consolidated.

Evw 1. Yes, I want to gr back to Hungary, but ohly in the kind of
Jungary I have been firhting for.

2. If I have children in the US, I want them to kearn Hungarian.
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KIX. AUDIENCE REACTIONS TO RADIO AND LEBAFLLTS.

Ao Radio.

1. 1 listened to “estwn broadcasts, théugh not regularly. Listened
te RFE, BEC, VOA. Some ¥ave langths were lesz jmmmed than cthers.
I listenod more to the broadcasts after than before therevolution.
I told what I heard only to my close friends.

Ve had our ewn radio &t home, and the whole family listened to
the news, except my mother. At Miskolc, we listensd to the broad-
aasts in the house of & miner. Practically avarybedy in Pungary
listened to the mmam Vestern radios.

2. RExmukxbitehe To listen to Western radios was a baed point on
ons!s oadre file, but thore was no specific punishment for it.
The danger was the greatest in 1951, but diminished considerably
in the recent voears.

3« 1 found the broasdoasts very good and very necessary. I liked
all of them. Sometimes there were mistakes, but generally, the
broadcasts were zocurats. BBC was the most objective and the
most realistin,

The broadcaads informed the people about the true situation in the
West. They also showed the finreality of the Communist news. Their
psychelogical influence was excellent, as the Rungarian people
felt they were not left alone.

L. AFE should be careful encugh to check the accuracy of the news,
“hen there was & mistake, the Communists immediately told about
the "lies" of RFE. Aleso the tome should be less emotional,

5« It 48 not true that the Western broadoasts helped to incite the
Hungarian people. Brapxuskpxurdaxitamrfrn ik xtnarrarreruskxntanns
in Wungary, people believe only in what they see,

5. RFE ejould continue its brosdcasts to Hungary, in order to

kesep the people well informed and to make them feal that they are
not alone.

7. RFE should broadcast first of all newa with short sommentaries.
Anti-communist propaganda is good, but the regime mistakes should
bes showed with concrete fasts. Then programma about life in the
Viest, Burope and US alike.

B. I did not hear about the initials N.E.M. or about the Twelvea Demande

C. Leaflets, I s=aw no leaflats but Takosi stiokers wers shown to nms
by a frisnd who picked them up near ths border.
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<. The Communists mada many attacks against the leaflets and spoke
mors about them than 2ybody else.

3« It was dangerous %o show them or tokx talk about them, annrthulnnn.
many people picked up the lesaflets.,

L. The leaflets were difficult to obtain, as it waas dangerous to
Pick them up, They mers not very uaseful.

5« RFE should continw to drp them from time ti time, to excite the
Communists.

6« They should contei; threats against the regime.
D. The brozdcastas wers aimed at informing the Fungarian people and

keeping their hopes mlive. A1l Western groups had commén sims and
goals, + beliave.



