INTERVIEWER'S IMPRESSIONS ON SUBJECT

Family Background

Respondent is of lower middle class origin., Her father is
in the dry cleaning business. Respondent had more education
than her parents and is a typical example of the new "in-
tellegentsia" that has sprung up during the Communist re-
gime. The family background and the influence of her parents
seemed to have had a stronger hold on her than Communist in-
doctrination. In fact, of mK five subjects so far, this
young woman was the one whe hated and objected to Communism
most, She is a fierce little patriot (about %'1)., Burning
with love for her homeland she wishes to serve her country
&s soon as she can here in America or elsewhere, She spoke
very openly and sensibly of all problems. In fact, she had
some constructive criticism. She always admitted when she
did not know about some questions (mostly due to her young
ace), 1 had the feelin? that ghe nevaer talked “thrnuah her
hat" and that she was sincere and honest about everything
she said, I was quite impressed at times about her mature
and sensible attitude toward some problems, especially po-
litical ones,
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IL. MAJOR SALIENTS IN WARK-UP QUESTION

Referring to the most important thing that the American
public should know about the events in Hungary during

the fall of 1956, respondent said: "I wish that the Ameri-
can public would realize that this revolution was the re-
volt of the whole country and not of certain classes only.
Everybody was united in this fight against Communist op-
pression and, I would also like to stress, the determination
with which everybody fought and the hate they felt towaxds
their Russian masters. Secondly, I would like to emphasize

how very much everybody expected the assistance from the liest."




5/111

IIXI. CHRONOLOGY OF PERSOMNAL cXPERIENCES, ACTIONS, ATTITUDES,

AND EXPECTATIONS DURING THE REVOLUT ION

A. On October 22, in the avenini. I was at home from work
n

when my ?usband came from work £ fact, he rushed home like
8 madman) cdishevelled and out of breadh and filled with en-

thusiasm. In great detail he told me what had bupﬁﬂned
at the University of Technical Sciences -- about the meet-
ing the students had there and about their 1é points they
had drafted. He also told me that he had joined the as~
sociation of the free students, I heard from him that
the studenis had planned a peaceful demonstration for the
next day at the Bem statue in Buda as a s mgathxndamun-
stration with the Polish people., On the following day,
October 23, I went to work at 6 o'clock in the morning,
as zusual. This was pay day and I left work at 2 n'cga:k
to go pick up my pay check at the head offices and to
meet my husband., Peopla at my working place were already
talking that something was brewing and also, we were joinad
by people from the other factories. e knew that Igung
students were going from plant to plant and informing

the workers about their newly drafted demands. At our
head offices at the Csanyiutca (located near the Andras~
syut, now called Stalin Avenue] I decided to give notice
because the work I was doing in the plant was much too
heavy for me == I had to do heavy physical work., (Here
she axplained that when she got married and returned to
her post she held in the cooperative before she got mar-
ried, she was informed that she was not going to be taken
back to that job, Because of this she had to work in the
dry :laanin§ section where she had to lift heavy loads of
linen and clothing all the time),

All along Andrassy street 1 saw the handmade posters of

the students with their 16 demands. At about 3:30, I
joined the crowd which was milling on the Nagykorut, march-
ing toward the Bem statue. \le were all shouting slogans,
"Russians go home," "Independent and free Hungary for us!®,
"Give us beck the uranium mines," etc. Euaryﬁndy was shoutw-
ing and c¢rying with joy., 1, perscnally, was elated because
the 12 years of oppression that was really like a physical
pain on &ll of us, seemad to have bheen lifted all of the
sudden. On the corner of the Visegradi street, whera the
headquarkers of the lawyers' and barristers' assoclation
was, we saw the first flag from which the Russian emblem
was cut off. The crowd cﬁearad wildly.

I do not believe that anybody thought of anz cOnsequences.
People were just delirious and nobody thought of anything
axcept of freedom. The crowd wanted the government to ac-
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cept the deamands of the young university students. e wanted
Nagy Imre to form his government. We wanted the uranium mines
returned to Hungary. We wanted an independent sconomic system
and also complete political 1ndegendﬂncu from RHussia., \e

also wanted to be allowed to follows our traditional national
customs and get back our old flag,..the Kossuth emblem and
that the teaching of Russian be discontinued in the schools.
In fact, nobody even thought of accepting any concessions from
the government except the acceptance of our demands.

I was amazed to see how disciplined the crowd around the Gem
statue was, This was 1in great contrast to the organized
and forced Communist rallies that all had to participate on
May 1 and other Russian natiocnal holidays. People were
marching in orderly rows =-- everybody was gay, talking to
everyone==complete stmngers and dliscussing e avents of
the day. Respondent stayed with the crowd near the Bem
statue until about 7 o'clock in the evening, By that time
they were joined by the workers who came from the different
factories and plants., The crowd them went to Parllament
Square and the radio, but she went home since she had her
ay check with her, Also, that morning her mother asked
er to return early so that they could do their weekly
shopping. This theg ' did and she remained at home
wailting for her husband. Obuda at that time was still
guiet, but evarﬁhody was very excited about the news,
Respondent and her family were listening to the Radio
Frea Europe broadcasts. When asked what she thought the
probable outcome would be of the demonstrations before
the fighting started, respondent said: "We . -~ were all
hnfing that our demands would be granted since the general
belief was that the West will exerclse some pressure on
Russia and the Hunﬂariﬂn government.,” With regards to the
demonstrators -- what age, class and sex they were =-
respondent said: "I believe that everybody who could
walk was taking part in the demonstration' and she also
believed that this was the case for all social classes.
There were mixed groups of boys and girls and even small
children led by their mothers., About 90 per cent of the
demonstrators were the young people, especially around the
Bem status, Later on, the older generation jnzned them,
especially when the workers came after their working hours.
They came in kaxms groups with large signe..."We are from
(this and that) factory." As to who did not take part in
the demonstrations, respondent said: "vWell, of course,
the Communists.” But, everyone elss, as far as she knew
did partake, \lhen asked about the leadership of the de=-

e e S o ik
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strations, respondent said: "I do not believe that their
was an overall leadership. As a matter of fact, that was
the trouble. The revolution broke out spontanecusly and
there was no time to organize it, Groups of 30 to 50 people
had one man who assumed leadership and told them what to do
and where to go."”

On October 24, respondent and her family stayed home at
Obuda, which is in the upper northem part of Hudagast.
In fact it is rather a suburb of the city. They listened
to Hadio Free Europe and stayed at home. Around 9 o' clock
in the evening her husband returned from thmtﬁarliamant de=
munstr:tinn. He had arrived at home before the shooting
startad,

On October 25, respondent's husband left for the university
to see what was happening there, She, too, left the house
desplte the fact that martial law had been imposed, But,
apparantly ne one cared anything about the law because

the streets were crowded and people were talking in small
and big groups -~ discussing the events. Her husband then
came home in the afternoon.

B, Respondent believes that the demonstrations turned into
fighting when the AVH members turned their weapons on the
crowd, If the people had had arms they would not have taken
this lying down. At Obuda, where respondent lived, there
was also an AVH barracks, Here, the AVH men quickly changed
inte their civilian clothes and fled. They left everything
behind. The crowd simply took over the building and got
hold of the weapons that wesre left there. Respondent heard
the revolutionary slogans come uE first on khmx October 25 ==
this was the day when she first heard the words "freedom
fightexr" for the first time. On October 25 her husband

told about having joined the voluntary militia of the univer-
sity studente, Thez were dlvided into groups of forty psople.
They had arms and they did their service in rotation. The
Communist Party also had a "Party house" in Obuda where res-
poncent lived and these people had Eruhahly asked for re-
inforcements because on October 25th about a hundred police
came to thelir sssistance. People, when they saw the police
marching forward, started to heckle them shoutlng slogans

and especially mothers Wwho dared them to shoot. The com-
manﬁing officer of thls police force saw the feelings of the
people and he just commanded them to turn around and they
marched back. When the crowd saw thls, it cheered wildly.

TR . v
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Respondent belleved that anybody who could get hold of
some sort of weapon wss fiihting, Of course, the
majority was the ynunﬁ people, as yocung as 13, 14, and
15 years old. But, she saw older paup?u fight too.

As far as she could see, all the social classes were
taking part in the freedom fight. S5he could not really
say who did not take part except for the Communists,
nf course, According to respondent's information,
the fighters got their arms from the military barracks
and also from the soldiers themselves, who very often
handed over their arms. When the fighting started
groups of 30-50 people chose a leader, usually a man
who had seen some military service. The leader of the
Obuda group near the place where she lived was an old
sergeant majoxr from World War I.

As to the over-all outcome of the revolution, respondent
said: "First of all, nobody thought that the revolution
could not possibly be successful., Also, we wers all sin-
cerely convinced that western aid would be forthcoming.
At the time when Gero called the Russian troops to his
assistance, the people in Hungary were even more con-
vinced that now was the time when the UN would come to
their assistance."
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C. Hespondent spent most of her time at home betwean
the time of the Soviet withdrawal a)d the re-invasion.
The husband went to the University of Technical Sciences
to join his comrades there every day. He had his weapons
and came home late in the evening, but was very reluctant
to tell his wife about the occurrences of the day. When
the Russian Army began its "retreati", respondent said
that they somehow felt that it was ' too good to be true,
It was somehow suspicious that all of the sudden the
Russians would be s0 obedient and such good boys. It
was on November 4, eariy at dawn, when they first heard
the Russian troops returning. During the day they saw
how the trocps surrounded the important buildings, the
bridges and roads leading to the Parliament, and tha
alrportse., The Russians also tried to occupy the Var
(this is the part of the city which lles on the top

of a hill and where the castlkes of the Hungarian klngs
were situated), Here, however, they could not get zhead
because the universlty students were fiercely defending
thiz part of the town. Even after the Russians returned
to Budapest, respondent and her family were going out
day by day into the city and joining the smaller demon-
stating crowds whersver possible. On November 6, there
was a large crowd that marched toward the western rail-
way station of the town., Here they were met by machine
gun fire from the Russians, arnd the first rows of the
crowds were mowed down., During these days, respondent
gaw many shops that had broken windows. The window
displays were still intact and there was no looting
going on despite all of the misexry. Hespondent wanted
to point out that this also shows how discilplined peecple
at time were, and they had only one thought -~ to fight,
and nothing else, When asked about her major lines of
xtivity from the time of the zmwaiukimm Red Army’s re=-
turn to the time of her escape, respondent said that

sha mostly stayed at home with her family listening to
Radio Free Europe, The Hungarian radio, of course, was
of no use and only through Radlo Free Europe could they
hear what was going on in the other parts of the country.
The fighting and sniping, nevertheless, went on through-
out the whole « toun, and respondent sald that she really
couldn't understand how daring these people were and how
they didn't show any fear. HRespondent and her husband
were already planning thelr escape, when one day her
husband came home from the university with the news that
the 1ist of university students who took part in the
fighting and who volunteered for service had disappearead
and they were fearing treason. One other reason te get
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te get away as scon as possible. So, on November 21,
the young couple left for Tatabanya, the town where
respondent's husband's parent are living. They stayed
there for a day. Her father came after them and asked
them to go back, but they did not. During their flight,
respondent pnin{ad out that the Hungarlan soldiers were
extremely helpful and never tried to turn them back.
They crossed the bridge at Andau into Austria,

vhen asked whether or not Hungary, on the whole, has
gained because of the October revolution msméant
answered: "In my belief, Hungary has gainad..,auma-
thing quite great, too. Flirstly, it had won the ad-
miration of the whole world for aga fighting against
such tremendous odds and with such determination and
courage, Secondly, last but not least, the moral
strength of the Hungarlan people must have increased
because only people who are very couragecus and have
very high moral standards can fight as the Hungarians
did., This st{rength, perhaps, will give them courage
to fight on until the end."

"I also wish to add that due to the Hungarian revolution,
and its outcome, the West must hdave finally realized that
unless khny it starts a war against the Russians, it will
never bes able to put an end to Russian expansion. Also,
that the decay in the Soviet Unlon has started and can-
not be halted any more."
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IV. SXPECTATIONS OF HELP FROM THE WEST DURING THE RE
VOLUTION

A. When asked about expectations concerning the West,
respondent sald, "I, mgself and everyone else 1n Hung-
ary was expecting Western asalstance, or at least, we
thought United latlons sanctions would be enforced. We
were absolutely convinced that the Western powers could
not stand i1dly by while Hungary revolted. We were hoping
that our revolutlon which took place after twelve
{mn of opppession, would show them that the willl %o
ive 1s st1ll very strong in the Hungarian nation, that
is, the will to live freely.

I don't suppose that anyone in the Veat can reallze
what 1t meant to Hungarians to be free for only throe
short days."

Respondent then said that she belleved the refugees

and immigrants would consider it the happlest day in
their lives if they could, one day, return to a free
and independent Hungary.

B, Her expectations were based upon "her bellef that
it would be a most natural action for the West since
the West has always been known to fight Communism. Also,
we thought the Vest would realize that a co-existence
with Russia is impossible; furtiermore that the time was

then ripe for the lleet to break up the blg Russian empire.

C. &he had mt contact with foreigners between October 23
and the time of her escape.
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V. BSOCIAL CLASE STRUCTURE AID ATTITUDES

A. Respondent termed her father's occupation as that

of 2 emell eraftsman sinece, before the war, he had

ovmed a dry-cleaning shop. She had no specific pilcture

of her fabher's income at that time since she was then
extremely young, She did know, however, that he made a
very good income since the family pad a very high standard
@ living. BEvery year, the family went to Lake Balaton
for their vacation or to the mountains. The family owmed
a car and part of a house.

Her husband's father vas a retired miner whoy , on his
pension, managed to give his ¢ seven children a good
aducation. All five bdys went to the universlty.

Respondent's parents had only elght years of schooling,
but the father also attended special classes in dry-clean-
ing end he was a qualified man in hig job.

B. Recpondent named the following as the three soclal
alaspes now in Hungary: peasants, workers, and intell-
setuals. She felt that the intellectuals should be divided
into two sub-classes, She polinted ocut that there vwas a
go-ealled Communist intdllipgenteia, the members of which
were mostly the members of the Commundst Patty, but which
also included those psrsons who had gained high posltion
thru the Communist Party. Those who belinged to the other
section and whom she considered the real intelligentola
were persons from the upper-middle class and the upper
clase of bafore the war and before the revolution. She
held graat ecteem for this clees.

Reppondent had contact with the working class and with tThe
intallirentsia, but not with the peasantry, therefore,
thiz 1s one elass about which she can give no information
or opinions.

She thought that the workers were explolited to the ex-
treme under the Communist regime. They were strongly uni-
ted during the revolution against Communism and the
intellectuals were alwvays against Communism and they had
a very hard lot. She felt that she belonged to the in-
tellectual clases.
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As to which social clase was hardest hit by Communism,
respondent feels that i in one way or another, all social
clasees were hit. Communiem isn't very choosy, as she
put it and is a foe of all soclal clasees, mors or less.

C. As to the attitudes of one elass toward another,

she felt that the intelligentsia admired the workers

for being able to withstand the exploltation under which
they had to work. Thelr wages were low and the norme
were constantly being raised.

As to the attitude of the intelligentsia toward the pea-
santry, she couldn't say. She thinks that the workers
were sometimes a little jealous of the intelligentsia
because they bellieved that the latter did not have to
work so hard. They were, however, very respectful to the
intelligentsia, At least, such was the case at her place
of businesc. She doesn't lmow anything about the work-
erg' attitude toward the pesasantry.

Her only conerete dmowledge of the pesantry was that
during the revolution, they behaved wonderfully to the
residents of the city by bringing into the city trucks
and traine loaded with food and @istributing all ot 1t
free. They were helpflul in every way they could be.

E. Respondetit had two opinions about advancement for
someona in Hungary: The most importent thing was to be

a Party mcmber n clagse opigin, and lastly, talant,

In 1954, end the latter half of 1056, this situation

was comewhat betber. Regpondent felt 1t would be nscessary
to pay lip service to Communism in order to get ahead

even if the person wersa not truly convinced of Communilsm,
It would z2leo be helpful to sglect friende from among
Party members and have no compunctions about "tattling"

on others and finally, he must be unscrupulous and willing
to get ahead by clawing his way forward.

— . S . SN A e . . GG ——
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VI. PFAMILY LIFE UNDER COMMENIEN

A, As far as family life under Communliam 1ls concerned,
respondznt had this tc say, "Famlily life in Hungary un-

der the Communint regime had deteriorated.” Respondent
deplored this change khich had affected all soclal classu¥¥
Perhaps, the least affected was the pesantry.

S8inece, ordinadily, both parsnte worked in p@e order to
provide for the family, thore was little time for the
lcind of parental care or educatlion for the young onese
a8 ther:s was before. Also, everyone in Hungary had to
work gically very hard and at the end of a day, the
parents returned home feellng exhausted and nervous.
Misery znd poverty played a large part also.

B. Respondent gave the following account about how
children are resared in Hungary: Since the mother works,
tha little ones muet be placed in nurserdes. It 1o at
this carly stage that indoctrination begins. For instance,
respondant tried to buy a beook of fairi tales for her
sister, but all she could find were put out by the
Communizts and were slanted, So she bought & pecond hand
one, but these {ormer books were usBsd in the nursery
schools,

Children only three years old have to learn about Sta-
1in, the great benefactor of the Soviet Unlon. Usually
the fairy tales are Russlan books translated into

Hungarian.

. Similar things are true amongst the older children.
They atiend day schools (since the mother works) and
here they muet Join the Pioneer llovement, which acetl-

* vitites are by now well lmown in the West., Even the
child's grades are influenced by the parents'attitudec
and whether or not they are Farty members, or what
thelr occcupations are.

"Of couree, in our omne, it was different because our
mother stayed at home and so I saw how she could counter-
balance Commmist influence while raising us."

Hot only was religious teaching banned from gchools,
but it wae branded as bunikum. Children hed & very hard
time getting adjusteé. It was entirely up to the family
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to exercise a good influence Wthe children for good.

High school students were taught politics, economice,
history, etc. These subjects were cnrtainir highly

glanted.

Disobedience toeards parents has, of course, increased i
. because, at school, children were taught that they

were free and independent individuals, I have seen

the difference betwean my younger sister and myself.

T would never have dared to speak to my parents as i

she did. I was reasted railsed in a conservative mamner. |

As I snid before, it was up to the parents. |

She feels these changes occurred due to lowered morals
followims the second World Var coupled with the Comm-
unism education. Low standard of living, hard working
conditions, misery and poverty also produced an effect.

"Despite these changes, respondent felt that the intell-
eotuals mangge to bring up their children better, aven

nowadays.,"”

"fhe greatest conflict between parents and children
was in the teen-agers between 13 and 15. Until these
ages, children are very easily influenced by the
Communist doctrine especially regarding religiom.

As children grow older however, and since the recent
events, they can see for themselves what is what and
I thini thuy'wial adopt a sound critical atil tude to-

. ward Communisn.

¢. Referring to marriage, courtship and sex patterns -
"¢ ghink that the foregoin explains why there was a
great change in these matters also during the Communipt
regime. Here are reasons enough why morals have slack-
ened so much.

Young people were more frec and had more occasion to

ba to-gether, and to court without parental supervi-

sion, Many yung people were unable to marry because

%f Eﬁmﬁcaﬂ and the difficulty in finding a place
o dwell.

There were many divarces because people married in
hast. This to the respondent's mind is not good since
they do not lmow what they are going into.
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There were also many illegitimate children, but due %o a

new law of the regime, these children never regelved the

name of the mother. Alsoc, unwed mothers were permittad to

sell their children to the state. They were paid 5,000 forints
for & boy and 3,000 forints for a girl. The mother had to
wailve all rights to the child, in fact, she never saw 1%t
azain. The ohild was then educated by the state, Ae far as
regpondent knew, and she had heard information to this

effect, these children were taksn out of the country and

sant to Russla.

Divorce cost 1,500 forinte. However, there were stlll

quite a few people who insisted upon being married in
church as respondent and her husbend were. In earller years,
this was a very bad mark on one's cadre sheet, but lately
this had eaped & bit. 0OfTicials or Party members, of coursa,
naver got married in & church. This was the worst in

1352 and '53.

The same conditions held true for the baptism of infants.
The respondent remembers her mother taking her younger
gister in great secrecy to be paptised,

Lateli, the state permitted abortion if one had a special
permit. :

Prostitution was officially prchiblted, but was going on
never the less. -

Respondent sald she could not make out what the official
attitude towards sexual matterp was because, on one hand,
they were terribly strict and cn the other hand, not.

A Party member was always expected by hls superiors to

behave very decently 3o that the Party could not be censured,
but if anything was wrong woth a Party member, the Party
alwaye tried to cover 1t up.

D. Friendships under Communism - People were more cautious

in maling friends and it was wise to ascertain the person's
reliability. Should a friend of the respondnet become a

member of the Communist Party, she feels she would aslc the
person whet the reasons were for joining. Could the regpondant
feal convinced of the pergons pincerity in ssaying she had
joined only under duress of some form, then respondent

would continue thelr frisndship keeping politics out.
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E. Alccoholism has ineepased greatly in Hungary, but

the newspapers never disclosed this fact. The increase, re- |

gggndant feels, 1g due to the excessive misery in every day |
e.

Respondent had no Imowledge of crime increase among women
or Juvenlless,. Here again, the newspapers never printed
much on this, it was, rather, covered up.

News reports of major erimes, such ag murder, ruhhar{, ete,
ware made public if the culprit was of the "alien" class,
such as a rich peasant boy or a member of the intellestugal
set,

The government tried to control the situation, but there |
ware not eno Institutions for placing these Juvenile :
delinquents. spondent belleved that the regular police |
ware quite effective in dealing with these non-politiocal |
crimes.

Respondent feels that what we call "hooligans", she would
call "loafers". They were usually in and out of work and
changed jobs very frequently. Finally, they started com-
mltting petty crimes. The increase in juvenile delinquency
can be laild at the door of Communism, because neither
parents nor teachers have any authority worthy of the title.
dhe felt that the hooligans came mostly from the working
elaes and were about 15 to 1T7. She also considered these
acts criminal.

Respondent feels that parents canbe held responsible if 1
thefir children are becoming delinquents. On the other hand,

the regime is to be blamed for the inability of parents to

have time and money to spend on thelr children to educate

them properly.
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VII. RELIGION

A, Communism had a great effect on religlous life in
Hungary, K¢ Shildren were taught at school to resist any
religious training. In 1950-52, it was observed, the numbexr
of times a person went to church, Also, aglitators were
canvassing apartments to see whether there were any signe
of religious articles such ae a cross or a holy plctiurs.

Respondent feels that the hardest hit was the Roman Cath-
olic Church, mainly because prilests like Cardinal Mindscenty

had interferred in politics too much, The Protestenats, on

the other handpl tried to compromise with the regime.
Also, because the Catholic Church 1& the most conservative

and takes the strondest stand againet Communism., They wore
quite open in their critlielsm of the regime.

Respondent feels that the Protestants were not as affected
because of thelr historical role. Protestantism was aomething
new that fried to brealk up the Catholio religion. So, some-~
how, maybe the Communists believed that Protestantism wes
more progressive, and they dld not have as much against thoem.

As to the extent to which the Jewlsh religion was affected,
respondent could not tell, but the general belief was that
it was not suppressed at all. This is one reason why the
people in Hungary feel anti-Semltic.

Since the Jews are a business-minded people, they gave in
and joined the Communist Party for business reesons. There-
fore, they received all the good Jobs,

B. As to religion in her own life, respondent said, "While
in my teens, between 1} and 17, I was certainly influenced
by the anti-religlous education at school, but before and
during the revolution, I returned to my religion and it
gives me moral support. Nevertheless, my parents are more
religious than I am. I believe that I am about as religlous
as the average person in Hungary. I attend church regularly
and try to take along my husband aleso who had been educated
in Budapest away from his parents at what 18 called a
"workers' college". He has very little religious belief. "

C. "In my opinlon, there should be no relation at all
batween church and state. They should be kept separated

and no church shold mix into politlcs, especially prilests.
On the other hand, the role of the church in education 1s
extremely important, The religlous orders are alwyas dédl---
cated educators. Therefore, their role in education and

the moral rearing of children is extremely important.

The church should NOT interfere in the setting up of
moral codea for plays, movies, ete.,"
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D. 3&Since the regpondent had very little contact with
Hungarian Jews, Bhe could not tell whether or not, the Jewich
faith has been hurt by Communism. All she could say wae that
during the twelve years of Communisem, the had observad that
Jews were always allowed to fredly attend their services in

Bynagogues.

Respondent thinks, due to their keen business instinct,

that the Jews became a tool of the Commmnists. She thinks

that ebout 0% of the Jeury became Party membere and made a2
business out of the whole thing, The others, on the other

hand, were quite canvinced Communists. Since they were freed

from the German concentration camps by the Red army, the |
Jews, in return, were quite loyal to the ﬂnmmunista, in !
respondent's estimation, However, respondent found it |
quite delorable that they forgot that, firset of all, they |
were Hungarians, and that they could sekl themselves Eo

easily to a completely alien regime. Anyway, the per centage |
of Jewish Party members was very high. However, she paid

that every race and every country has good people as well,

and she Imew quite a number of good, decent Jews.

ABs To the actions of Jews during the revolution, she could
say the fellowing, "During the revolution, many Jews

Joined us. For instance, I knew a Jewish man who toolk part
in the revolution and the fighting also. He was the leader
and commander of & large block consisting of five housesn."

She believes that many Jews, egpeclally students, were
involved in the fighting.

Responderit felt that the only reason the Jews might lear

& free and independent Hungary was the large number of Jews
in the upper echelon of the Communist Party. This is somehow
1ooleed upon wilth great mlsgivings, bBu$s by the reat of the
Hyngarlian nation.
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VIII. HUNGARIAN YOUTH

A. Respondnt thinks that youth 1s considered as the
ages between 16 and 24%.

3. Respondnet agreed that the youth took the lead in the
revolution, mogt emphatically. I

She belleved that the zctivitias of the Petofl cirele were
the sperithat ignited the fire, and ingpired the gung- |
young people during the demonstrations, and the fighting also. |

Respondent felt that the § young rather than the old people

took the lead because the young had much less to loge.

Secondly, it was the youth who felt more dissatisfaction

then the older generation. The older people, on the cther

hand, thought that the young people ware simply hitting |
thelr heads against the wall and that they were too opti-

mistic. However, ths youth never lost thelr respect toward ]
the older people during the revolution,

C. Recpondent felt that the educatlon during the last ten
rears in high echoole vwae extremely ﬁund. That ia, the
quality of the education. This was due to the Tact that

the old tsachers and professors were retained. These people
gould explain bad information in a manner za to do ag little
hur:l as poBsible. They were X all very highly qualifisd

ag teachners.

A persons' voeational choice was always determined by the
political plan prevalling at that time. At the time that
respondent graduated from high school, the trend was that
averyone should continue their educations and study a2s much
ags popelble, After two yearas, it was declded that there
were too many intellectuals on hand 80 bad marks were

then given out so that it was impossible for people to con-
tinue thelr studies. After ancther year, it agsin became
much sasler ©o be enrolled at the universlty and the next
year, sgain very bad. o 1t went on. However, the gystem
always worksd out according to numerous edapus clauses.

She doep not believe that the high schoeol teachers and
professors were convénced Communists, and they wera
particularly reliable politically. She can only repocst
what she zald before, that they were extremely competent.
With excention of the teacher who was giving the poltiical
or economic lectures. These, cf course, were Party mebbers,
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Howevar, she lnows that her former gl political economiec

teacher left the Party and became 2 militant member of the
Patofl circle,

5. At her school, studsnts had four houre of political and
economic study and such like, all slanted. Her history
teacher was a very competent man kho was not a Communist and
he managed to give his courses in such a way that the
students !mew how he felt and usually Telt the sams:way.
In her cpinion, the Communists really did spend quite a lot
g mmyhand time and effort ia trying to indoctrinete

e youth. -

Wthen out of achool and worling, she had to attend politicel
geminars leld for members of har office, These were ussally
twice a waele, but attiéndance, whether or not it was com-
pulsory, depended entirely upon the present s&fuation

of the regime, For instance, at the time of the Korean

War, they had to attend many such meetings.

The rsason for the feilure of the Communist Indootrination,
respondent felt, is that the parents were able to counter-

balance guch teashings. Also, when the young people .
grew up, they could see for ’Ehannalvuu that facts belied

the Coomunist teachinge. "How can anyone belleve that every
thing is fine when I can see for myself that it isn't,"

At the begimming of the Commmist regime, in 1o48-49,
great memobers of young people joined the DISz, This 1s a
Communist youth organization, but at that time, everyhhing
locked much better than things actuzally turned out.

e
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IX. DISSATISFACTIONS AS FELT IN EVERYDAY LIFE

k. According to respondent, the main dlssatisfaction
wae the extremely bad economic conditlions and the com-
plete disregard for personal freedoms. In short, all
that was contained in the sixteen demands.

B. Particularly the young people complalned about the

difficulty in getting shead and in getting good Jjobs #n-
. what-skey-2ikedy and to study what they wanted to,
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X. ECCHOMIC LIFE

A. REspondent disclosed that, during the last years

in Hungary, her family could not live a decent life at
all, The standard of living was terribly low regarding
food, clothing, and housing. Food was both expensive and
searce, mainly the esstethial consumer goods. One had to
pey a whole month's wage for one pull-over, The cheap onen
were of very inferior quality.

The housing shortage was extremely acute. They had to pay
about 300 to 400 forinte per month for a sub-let and thie
wag only one room.

Reepondent considered it a luxury to obtain & good, decent
meal. However, it was housing that caused the most diff-
lculty to the respondent, Thie was also the greatest pro-
blem te all young married people. They had to pay about
20,000 forints premium for an aprtmant,

The living standards in her fanily only went down further
and further since 1949,

Reegpondent recalled an uncle who wae an ¥ ophthalmoleglst
and had his own ahop. He made quite a bit of money. People
in the medical professlon who had private patients beslidesn
thelr worlk at the hospitals also made out very well.

Respondent bellieves that the reason that Hungarisn standards
of léving have gone down so frightfully during the past
elght years is the general world situation. The Soviet
Union must be armed and they have a great need of food
stuffa so as to feed their army well. Slnce the Soviets
cannot tale food stulfs from the Soviet without caunin%
dissatisfaction at home, they take it from thelr satellites,
respondent thinks. Much Hungarilan food stuff also goes to
Bagtern Germany since the Soviasts are trying to boleter
up the standard of living there so as to avoid a break
between East and West Germany. In fact, respondent saild,
Eﬂa guﬂaiann arg deathly afraid of the Germans ef and of the
ericans.

B. When respondent first started to work, in 1955, in the

dry cleaning oooperative, she recelved T4O forints per

month. Deductlons were as follows: Membership fee for

the cooperative, 40 forinte per month; old age pension,

5 forinte per month; and health insurance, 6 forints per month.
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Respondent did not receive any family allowance or

any extra pay. She did not suffer any deductions for beling

ehildlepg since at the time she married, she was under

the age of 22 and her husband was a student. These were
lona,. She did not haveany secondary source of income,

The only other member of the family who worked was her

father, who worked in the same office. As previously

mentioned, when respondent married, she didn't get her

job back and she was placed in a section of the dry-cleaning

plant where she had to do heavy physical work. There, she

got as & starting salary, 800 forinte per month and this

was later raised to 1,300. For this money, however, che

had to work a Htraigh% 1% hours & day.

C. As to prices before the revolutim, respondent saild

that the oricees in the state stores were always lower

than those of the foreipgn-markess, farm markets. On the

other hand, the wuallty was always better in the farm markets
or in the privately owned small shops.

The state stores also had food stuffe of much lower quality.
The commisslion stores carried only used clothing ob
furniture or commoditles. The prices here were not too

high and the quality was much better,

There was always some seasonal change in the price of
food, Consumer goods always underwent a price change
dependeinz upon the prevalling political situatlon.
When there was a pay increape, 8o did the prices of
Engga go up, and vice verega, when pay was cut, so were
prices.

Ap to quallty of goods, thad always went down and down.
This, because the tempo of preoduction was increased and
the norms were tightened. Naturally, the goods' q&al
quality suffered under this method.

According to respondet, one can not speak about reteil
distribution in the literal sense bacause all the stores
were atate owmed. These stores alwayse carried all poods,
more or lesa. The Communlets apent a great deal of time and
noney on market reosearch soas to avold a shortage of

goods, Whothar or not this had any effect is something
quite different, of course.
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Tt was next to impossible to get standard spare pearts.
Egpecially short in supply were the consumer goods, for
instance, shoes and underwear. It always happened that
certain goods were simply unavallable. On the other hand).
all pede- goods were always too expensive for regular
purchasing. A wrist watch was, for instance, 1,700 forints.
Coffes, chocolate, cocoa were simply unvailabke, except
for what could be gotten through the black market and
this came mdstly from packages received from abroad. As
an example, respondent quoted that ten decagrams, about
34 ounces, of cocoa was more than one day's wages.

pounds of oranges were two days wages, Only Party members
could have @hem- an automobile. The dostors did not

own their own cers, they had them on a loan and use

basls from the state.

On the whole, at the begimning of the Communist regime
in 1048 and at the beginning of the Three Year Plan at
that time, commodities were pretty much available, but
the sotuation deterilorated ever since, i

To respondent!s knowledge, there was quite a blb of blaci
marketeering going on, begimning with gold and food stuffs
and procaed wool and knitting materials. The black market
was not organized., Everybody was selllng pomething under

the counter or behind closed doore. The prices wera pretty
steep. Cf course, such quality was much better than any
obtainable on the open market., Black market commositites
usually came from forelgn sources smuggled into Hungary

or from packages received from abroad.

One pair of nylon stockings took five days' pay. Respondent
made the comparison that here id weuild costs about one hours!

pay .

Respondent never heard of legal outlets refusing to sell goods/
unless the purchaser paid a higher price than authorized.
The more to because they were all state controlled so there

was a fixed price and nothinp doing.

Black marieteering was illegal and very dangerous. Usually
the penzlties imposed were rrAging-fFrem peveral years in
prilson.

B. When respondent started worldng, she worled elght houwrs

a day ineluding the lunch break. She took about an hour
traveling to her job. Later, as mentioned, she had to worlc
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14 hours a day. Since hepfather also worked at the same

coop, her relations with her superiors and co-woriers

#ere quite good, On the other hand, there was always trouble
with the Party secretary who told her to work overtime on
her wedding day. This she refused to do and so she was fired.

Respondent said that she was never afraid of her superlors
nor of the Party secresary whom she hated. This man was
not competent at all. He was & political figure head and
that was all., The men under him were the ones who knew

the job.

She was cuite pleased with her work in the office, but
became very dissatisfied with the physical labor which
gshe later had to perform. She pointed out that while

the workers were all high school graduates, the secretary
snd the boss had only completed silx grades.

As mentioned, health deductions w re taken from the workers;
pay and everyone was therefore entlitled to 12 déays vacation.
As & special compensatlon, some workers received a vacation
at some health resort which was run by the state. Here,

the costs were quite low and thergfras good food, usually.
The cholce places in the mountains and along Lake Balaton
were reserved strictly for Party members.

Under the health program, every worker in Hyngary was
covered for hospitalization and doctors} feea and one
had o pay only 10 - 15% for medicines. However, the medical
examination was very superficlal, Pensions, of course,
were frightfully low. One could not live on a censlon at all.

E. Regpondent said she would prefer to live in Hungary
in a2 small provinciil town where she could have to oppor-
tunity to attend good libraries, the theatre and such 1ile
and where there are decent shops, but on the other hand,

& place that was more quiet and peaceful than city life.

Respondent believed that the city workerg in Hungary had
a better diet. As &n example, she sald that a peasant
very often had to buykhie bread and could not even make

1t at home., due to a bad distribution or a bad harvest.
She alsoc belleved that the standard of living was much
higher in the eet- o¢itiea. Also, thes people Qjad an sagler
time in the city politically because a village or a small
town ie too smal and everybody knows each other, In a big
eity, one 18 not 80 conspicucus,
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Her attitude toward collectivization when first intro-

duced into Hungary wase that it would not work. The Hun=-
garian peasant 1s very fond of his own land and likes

1:0 work it for himself., It iz against the character of

& HungarianPeasant to work on a collective farm. Collect~-

ivization was carried out very badly because it was rum

by people whodidn't Imow a thing about it. Those peasants

who objected most were those who had had middle gized farms/

A loulalk who was not allowed to Join & collective farm

always had something left and on this land, he could work

for himself. The middle sized land owners wera put entirely

into collectlives and were not permitted to work any land for

themselves. However, the very poor peasant was quite happy

gbout collective farming slnce they never owned anything.

Respondent heard that during the revolution, some collect-
ives wers dissolved. In her opinion, the reason for this
was that the peasants were glad to become independent once
more., Had she been an agricultural worker in Htmgar;r, she
would have chosen to work on a state farm. Here, they

pay less, but they could get around the work and were not
forced to work so much and anyway, she dais, under the
Communist regime, 1t is mt worth while to work. It was
easler to loaf on a state farm. Oradudlly, she would like
to see a small land ovmere gyetem in an indepandent Hungary.
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XI, POLITICAL LIFE

A, ©Since respondent was very young in 1948, she could
not express any views regarding politics at that time.

B. When asited about attitudes & of the Communlsts

and why they had jJjolned the Party, respondent sald that
there were different kinds of Party members. First of
all, there were thope who had to join the Party under
duress, mora or less, bescause they were afraid of losing
their jobs. Then there were tha2 others who Jjoined the
Party voluntarily and more or leas out of business, so
to spealk. These were mostly the Jews. "I'm sorry I have
to say this, but this 1s the truth." There were s2lso a
few who were convinced and all-out Communiots,

Her god-father attended all Party schools and was a rabid
Communist. She still cculdn't figure out why. Her god-
mother was very much against this attitude and it made

f'or a very wnhappy marriage. Her god-father's action could
be explained by hie having had a very unhappy c¢hildhood
and also in his younger years, he was unlucky in busi-
ness, so maybe, respondent feels, he tried to compengate
to himself by Jolning the Party which promised him so
much, Anyway, he achieved his aims, because he became

the prezildent of the oll indusbries truat.

Ag to changes In the Communist Party Guring the past
alght years, respondent felt she could say very little
about this due to her age. In the past two years, hou-
ever, they had experienced a "Softy" policy from the
Communlste, but thls was due entirely to Moscow'es
orders. Respondant does not bellieve that thls new

trend came about because of tha Egk ¥£%ﬂ3,, fights
within the Hungarian Communist Ve was after the
death of Stalin that the Party line from lMoscow deviated

from Stalinism. Then the changes in the Hungarian Commun-
iet policien occurred,

Respondent could not give any information regarding
Communist Party morale becsuse she had pratically no

connection with these peopde.

Respondent believes that thsz motives and aime of the
top Communipts in Hungary are axelusively to obey the
orders from lMoscow. She doec not believe that they have
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individual motives, only that they are puppets of loscow
and wmat to maintain thelr positiona as long as posslble.
Thus, they are eervile to the Moscow reglme. The Soviet
Union haa nlaced at the top in Hungary only these who
are 100% behind the Soviet Unlon and the Soviet Commumist
Party. A few who deviated from this, llke Rajk, are very
soon eliminated. But even the bigwigs in the Hungarian
Communist Party are kept under strict observation by the
AVH, even Rakosi, himself., This information wae received
during the revolution in the free Hungarian newspapears.

Respondent felt that the Communist members could be divided
into three categories. There are puppets, there are a
couple who sincerely believe in the Communigt heaven and
then there are, laatly, those who do this only for mater®--

ial gains.

Respondent felt that the motives of the rank and file
members are the same as those of the upper echelon,

Respondent wase very unhappy about the kind of punishment
ghe would dole out to the top Communiste when and 17 ‘
Hungary us free. She sald that they do not deserve sven

g trial. They should be shot straight-away.

C. Respondent has heard of opposition to the Communist
gowernment before the revolutlon in the form of slow-
dovms and sabotage. These actions occurred mainly among
the worksrs, but unfortunately, theae acte were in no
gense effective. This opposition behavlor occurred
during the entire last ten years or so. You couldn;t
hear of 1t very often, but it did exilst.

Respondetn had heard of the aeisivies activitien of

the intellectuals before the revolution. She heard
about ths assoclation of the authors and the Petofil
eircle alpo. She first heard of 1t around August, 1956.
She heard that great and serious debates were taking
place in the Petofl Circle, that the members are

openly eritileising the regime. This intellectual ferment
gave somz confidence to the other people because, £o
far, nothing had happened during the ten yeara.

All social classes Jjoined in the actlvities of the

Petofl circleg. Everybody took part in the debates
which were of literary, econcmi, and political character.

——— = -— e iy ey il = - -



BN S AR B - =

22-F 30/XX

e ’
Some of the Petofi debates and meetlings were aevan shown
on the newsreele at the movies. In the opinlon of the
respondent, tha Petofl clrele formulated the ideas which
averyone held and, &a was said before, they were the
apearhead of the revolution and the people who lgntited
the spark. Respondent feels thatthe Patofl wircle was
so strong that, had the revolution not interferred, she

- thinks it would have accomplished some appeasement and
conceseions from the government.

3 Respondent has a high regard for these intellectuals and
ghe believes them to be very practliecal and down-to-earth
people. During the revelution, several of thelr works
were published such as FPetofl poams, for instance,

She felt that the reason that they stoocd up agelnst the
Communists 18 that,as writers and authors, they must have
freedom of speech and freedom of thought. In order to

ger ahead #r¥® in the regime, even the writers, suthors, com-
posers, had to join the Party and they were restricted in
their activities. They could not write or compose what

they wanted, but rabher what they were told by the Farty.
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XII. APPARATUS OF POUER

A. Technically, there were two Ilcinds of AVH personnel,
One was the blue AVH and the other was the green AVH,
The green AVH were the political force and the blue
were the members rank-and-file of this erganization.
The blue only served thelr compulsory military years
and only were assigned to the AVH force. These blue AVH
should not be mistalken for the so-called blue police
who were the regular police who handled trafflc and
dealt with crimes such as murder.

The green AVH can be again divided into two categories.
Firat, there were those in administration who held the
top jobs, who sold themselves for high pay. The other
part was those who implemented the AVH. These were the
vilest gangsters,

Respondent had a brother-in-law who was locked up by the
AVH for three years, He was tortured and beaten, but he
never wlked about it when he was releaged. As far as ghe
knew, he was arrested on trumped up charges.

Respondent sald that it was no exaggeration that life

in Communist Hungary was one of constant anxiety and
feagr. _For instance, whenever they listened to RFE or
other Western stations, they pulled down the blinds and
locked %he doors. A few monthe before the revolutlon,
however, the situation changed. Pecple didn't seem to care
and RFE could be heard going full blast all day.

When Hungary is free again, respondent would like to dee
done to the AVH the same things that they had done to
their victims. In commection with this, the respondeant
told quite a greesome story. I wonder 1f 1t is of any
interest, but maybe I had better tell 1t.

She said that one of the freedom fighters, & frinec of
her and her husband, has seen this personally. During
the revolution, at the big minicipal theatre, they

found a secret passage leading down to some cells.

As a matter of fact, they were following a flielng

AVH men who suddenly disappeared behind a door, They
forced the door by 2e blowing it up and behind 1t

they find a kind of machine which this man compared

to 2 hugh meat grinder. This machine was used, allegedly,
for chopping up the AVH viectims. The bodles went through
the sewer and stright down to the Danube so as that thers
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were then no traces of the vietims' bodies.

Also, in the same vicinlty, they heard Imockings and
nolsesa duwring the revolution, coming from the sewers
which might have been some kind of ventlilation for the

prisons. They never found anything.

Respondent thinks that the regular police, as compared
with the AVH, were, a2 she sald "nicer". They were not
that type of ecruel gangsters. lievertheless, they were
under Russian tralned people. She feels that their
activities were quite efficient and they were competent
when dealing with regular erimes. As to their role
during the revolution, she can only tell of an incident
which she saw for herself.i&s mentioned before, the
police returned when ordered out 6p to fight the crowd
and did not use their weapono. A couple of times during
the reoveolution, her husband saw the regular police
surrender thelr arms to the fighters and they aleo
fought on the freedom fighters' side.

B, Her opinion of the courts was that they were
pretty fair in civil suits or ordinary crimes. How-
gver, she could say nothing about the courts before
1945 or about the People's Courts in 1947.

D. "Certainly not, the actions of the Russians é&d
in 1848 dild not create the feelings of the Hyngarianse
toward the Ryssians., It was entirely die to their
actions in the 1944-45 'liberation!."” Thus was her
answer to what caused the feelings of the Hungarians
at this time.

Even tho &t the time, I was & small girl, my parents

sald thet they didn't sxpect anything good of the
Ryesiang' occupation. They had read too much in the
newepapers and heard too much over the radlo about

their behevior so they knew what to expect. Respondent's
famlily and everyone they lnew hated and desploed the
Russians for their behavior. They were sptealing and
murdering, looting and raping and in her opinimn, they
have not changed since.

Until quite recently, there were Russian soldiers billeted
in a barracks qulte neab her home. The soldiers were
extremely well fed and well cared for. They were often
seen accoeting people in the atreets and trying to sell
them stolen goods, such as watches and so on,
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In these barracks in Obuda, specially bullt railroac
tracks led to the main railracd junetion and here,
they had seen for themselves how the Russians loaded

ian commoditifes and goode, food, etc. and shipped
them out to Russla.

]
People desplsed the Russian soldiers billleted there
and nobody was friend¥y with them. Women never dared
to come home alone in the evening along the street
where the barracks was alituated. However, this may
have gotten a little bit hetter, but nobody talked
to the Russlan occupation army as & rule.

Since no one ever had any contact with the Russlan
soldiers, che could not give an opinion on the Russians'
attitudes toward Russlza, Hungery, or the Hungalan people.

During the revolution, the soldiers were scared to

death, eespecially by the kide. They were also fTamished
because their supplies ran out and they were not suppliled
with any more food.

Respondent only could offer hearsay about the actlions

of the Ruseilan soldiers during the revelution so she

couldn't give any specific data. The only positive

incident she could relate was about a girl she met

in a camp in Austria after having left Hungary. The girl

gald she had been helped to cross the border by some

E:gu Russian soldiers. These soldiers defected them-
ves,

The only cruelty she heard of was that some Russian
gsoldiers were shooting at the refugees along the border.

E. Respondent had very little contact with the Comm-
unist regime emder-Hakssi burcacoracy. The placw where
ghe worked was a cooperative and they had only a dele- |
gata of the trade union. This man was not an expert and
id not Imow the trade, but was a Party member. The #
other members of the coop were not Party members.

F. As to getting around Party regulations, respondent
gald the best way was to pull strings through some
friend or relative and this was done by everyone, as
much as poesible.
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Bribery was not such an easy thing. You had to know
where to do it and how. As a rule, however, the top
Communists could be bribed, through money ar through
women. Officers caught accep ting bribes were severe-
lg punished, but if the person were a h Commie,
the Party tried to hush it all up and no WBG
publighed, even though the defandant may have been
put to trial, Usually, the man was transferred and

ugsually to a better jeb.

G. As to groups and people who hold power in Comm-
unist Hungary, respondent said: "The police thought
themselves go but were certainly not efficlent except

in carrying out cruelty. In the Hungariphrmy there

were still a couple of the old officers and leaders,

but these were replaced, little by little , by the newer
generation. These had nelther the efficilency nor the
experlence of the c¢ld military personnel.

Fleld service employees, in general, were efficient,
E::ﬂnnx. the leaders, They wers just Commmnist figure
B.
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XIII. ASSESSMENT OF FUTURE PROSPECTS FOR HUNGARY

A. FReppondent sincerely belleves that the Hyngarian
revolution has Ba% not been In vain. She thinks that
for a couple of years, 1t will be very hard for the

ians under Communiat rule, but again, she hopes
that slmuld any other country shew any sign of wanting
to beeak sway from Soviet rulers, she hopes that Hungary
would join them and would be willing to fight to the end.

Respondent does not believe at all that a Commmist regime
in the long run would be well established or that the
people would actept 1t. Diring the Hungarilan revolution,
the Soviet Union and the Communbset Party had shown thelr
real asslves and so nobody will ever have any confidance
in them, llevertheless, rwspondent bellees that the HKadar
regime will move further toward Stallinlet types. They

are, at present, scared of a new blow-up.

As to what will happen outside Hyngary, respondent sald
"Russia, no doubt, will continue with her policy, that

is, imperialistic aims. The Russlans are ext good
pniitiniahn and the West i1s underestimating themp. On the
other hand, they are not good soldiers and they are not
well equipped and the Weet here is afraid of them." She
believes that the attitudes and actions will determine
whether or not the Russians will go to an extreme. How-~
ever, 1f the Western poers do not check the Russlans ib
good time, little by little, Rusasla will achleve her aims
without firing even one shot. All I can say is, during
the revolution, our boys who fought against the Russlans
were amazed to pee that they were uping old, obeolete
weapons. They never saw them use new, modern arms. 5She
stressed that she felt the Russlans wvere deadly encmies
only in the political fleld and the U.S should reallze this
by now.

After all that has happened iln Hungary, the great loss

of life and loss of hope, respondent sald that the
Polish solution would have been better, It 1s etill
better than nothing. On the other hand, this is not a
final polution at all. Respondent beliemges that a Polish
typr solution could b2 achleved only if Imre Nagy formed
a govarnment in Hungary. She spoke very warmly about Imre
Wagy and her reasons for thizs were that under his regime
The Hungarian people had a much better life and began

to fecl a 1little more free.
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Ags to war between the U.S, and the USSR, respondant
gald that @during the revolution, people were hopdng
that this would happen. She firmly bellieges that,
short of war, no one will ever stop Russia. The events
of the last few months have clearly proved that the UN
sanctions or intermational pressure, arbitration, ete.
have no affect whatscever, on Soviet Russia,

Internal changes in the Soviet Union could lesad fto
umsettlemant in Eastern Europe.

B. According to respondent, befors the revolution,
nobody expacted anything because they saw that things
were goln from bad to worse,
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XIV. SCCIAL, POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC IDEOLOGY

A. U"If Hungary were independet, I would like to

gee & lkdnd of politicel system like the one in
Switzerland. This system seems to work perfectly

well in wmit the different nationalities so I

am sure 1t could be worked out the same way in Hungary, )y
It should ba governed by demceratic principles. I mean
democratic in the true sense of the word and not ac
interpreted by the Saviets.

B, According to respondent; an independent Hungary
should concentrate on the large scale expdoitation

and development of her uranium mines, Binece this would
put Hungary on a very sound basis. Szcond, an independet
Hungary should return to an intensified agriculture.

The light industry should be developed and

consumer goode prodused, In the agricultural field,
Hungary should keep on producing wheat.

In case the Commnist regime is overthrown in Hungsry,
the national enterprises, that is, the heavy industry,
should remain in the hands of the state. The factories
should be returned to private owners if they do not
employ mors than 100 peopla. Then, they could remain
in the hands of the state.

gﬁﬁarﬂing minimg, respondent had the view that thie
ustry prospered much better under private ovmer-
ship. 80, the miners fared much better before the
minea were nationalized in Hungery.

About the half of the ptate farms, respondent would like
to gee them remain In the hands of the state. The rest
of the land should be given back to the private owners.
She would, by all means, dissolve all the kolldhogzec,

In her view, the government ghould set a maximum limit
of 1,000 acren as the amount any pne person may own.
Regarding other reul estate assets, she feels no limit
should be put.

Respondent said that there ie no other choice for g

wema her than the kind of a govermment which guaran-
tees complete personal freedom for the individual.

"After all, we have lived without freedom for twelve
years and we had enough of that." Besides, if one is
guaranteed personal freedom, one can work and succeced
accordinzg to one's own falente and not according to one's
class backzround, or political viewe.
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Respondent balieves that outlawing the Communist Party

in Hungary wold be umecessary since Communlom has com-
pletely lost its appeal in Hungary and she is convinced
that the Party would have very few members.

C. Referring to the international position respondent
would like to see for an independent Hungary, she said
that any complete neutrality, as she sald before, like
that of Switzerland, in itslef excludes all militiary
alliances with anybody. On the other hand, she would

1like to see decent and honest trade relations with all
aountriee as well as cultural relations, but she excepted
the Soviet Union.

On the Federation of Danubian States, respondent cald
that she has heard about this problem and people are
discussing it widely. Besddes, as she recalls, Koosut
already thought of this idea which 15 a sound one. It
depends upon which countries participaté. She personally
would not like to see any other country than Austria
taking part with Hungary in such a Danubian Federation.

The present boundaries of Hungary are unacceptable for
the respendent. She would like to see a territorial ad-
Justment referr to Transylvania and the northerm part
of Hugary, carried out by an internatiohal court, or
arbitretion. She is highly concerned over the problem
of the Hungarian minorities and believes that onlyr these
territorial adjustments would help. The whole problem is
gquite important to her as it is to all Hurgarians be-
ecause the Hungarians are highly nationalistic and resemt
being under foreign rule.
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XV. THE FORMATION OFFUBLIC OFINIOK
A

A. At the time of the 20th Party Congress, respondent
was gulte young and was not very Intereasted 1ln it. She
only lknows about the events of thie congress ag they

are taught at school. Respondent did not hear about
wenator MeCarthy and his un-Americen zectivities Comittee.
Nor did she heaxr anything about Paron and the course of
his downfall.

Ralkosl's private life was never diccusged in the Hungarian
press and therefore, no one knew very much about 1t, only
since the revolution did it happen that the newspapers
printed what it had found in his luxuriously equipped
villa with all its secret passages, its bomb-proof
ghelters and so forth. He had a direct telephone line

to Hoescow, to all the AVH headquarters and to all the
Party chiefs. As a natter of fact, respondent believen
that Ralkosi was the man who directed the activitien of
the AVH. His library was crammed with books whose pages
were not even cut. It also is rumored that six big car
loads of valuables were taken out to Russia during the
revolution,

B. Regerding respondent's general reading habgits,

she disclosed that she did not read the newspapers
regularly and the only magazine she read was a literary
magazine, Dooks, however, she read in great number.

ahe read the translations of lWestern literature as
much as poosible, claasies and modern, whatever wap
avallable and aliuwed. Some of them were handed down from
friend to friend. She dlso read all Hungarien classlca.
Ruselan, she read only in school whers they had com-
pulpory lectures. She lmew slanted Hungarian litersature
which she despised thoroughly and never any by the new
modern authors,

=ne and her parents did not read newspapaers because

they were full of lies and one could not trust them.

The only part of the newspapers which could be trusted
were the weather forecasts and the tyheatre programs.
Nevertheless, the family had to subscribe to the Szabad
Nep. The family also read sometimes the llep Szabegd and
Eptl Budapest. Respondent didn't Imow of any publications
from the USSR or other satellites. Also they never read
any publications from the llest since they couldn't get any.
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Except when friends recelved magazines from the U.S.
which had been included in packages. Officially, no
Western publications were allowed into the comtry.
However, respondent read Hungarlan patriotic poems
ineiting against the Soviet Union. These were passed,
in sacret, from friend to friend. This was the only
so-called 1llegal publicatiion she could think of.

C. Respondent alwgge heard news by word of mouth

from different friends and relatives. Everg:ndr wae
telling the things they heard from the Wgstern radio
broadeaats. They were very careful however about whom
they told thie news to. Respondent always thought that
people always added a blt whenever they passed on news.
She did not consider such nes 1007 reliable. Actually,
there was a lot of wishfull thinking in this newma.
Respondent always passed on information by word of mouth,
but only to very good friends.

F, Respondent went to the c¢inema several times a

week. She was very enthusiastic about French and
Italian picturesg which she thought to be the best.

A couple of the Hungarian movies were quite good,

but especially at the begimning of the Communist regime,
there was too much Communist propaganda in them. She
hae seen v few Rusgkian plctures because the atories
were ext dull and silly. However, the photo-

grpphy wae quite good.

Ag to theatre and opera, she often went to the Hungarian
National Theatre and to the Hungarlan opera. In the
theatre, she saw mostly classics and at the copera, a
group of Itallan opras. The two movies she lilted best

and could remember were "Before the Floods Cgme" and

"My Lafe aa a French Princess". The Two plays she liked
best were "Cyrano” and "Bankban". Regard "Cyrano", she
sald the production was terrific and the actors were
wonderful.
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XVI. EVENTS OUTISIDE HUNGARY

A. Respondent thought there was a posslibility that
changes inside Russia eould occur, but only through
a revolution.

Many Ruseian soldiers have spent a 1 time in Eastern

Euwrope and could tell the people back home that things

Era different over there than they are told back in
ussia.

Re ent doesn't believe that a gradusl liberation
would work out because it takes too much time. Also,
they-are pince there are constant rifts in the Party
factions in Russia, a gradual liberatlon would, in the
end, only mean a see-gsaw pollicy and it would not achleve
a relative change. If Russia had free elections, she
believes that the Communist Party would get a minorlty
vote. She thought that the govermment could be republican.

Respondent was very quick in answer what are the aims
of the top leaders in Russia. She sald there is no doubt
abéut it, # Russian Communists as a group are after

world domination. As respondent seas it, it is meglomania.

The difference between the Hungarian and the Soviet
Commmists is "The Russian Communists dictate and the
Hungarian Communiste obey."

B. According to respondent, the popularity in Hungary

of the other nations is firet, East Germany, Czechoslovakia,
Poland, Rumania, and Bulgaria. This is based on the
preferences of the people because one cannot differentiate
between Commmist puppet govermments; they are all the
same, Also, she said that she had seen some statistics
beffre the revolution which showed how many pecple

visited these Eastern countriez and the majoripy of peopls
went to East Germany and then accordingly, as she clted.

Respondent had no contact with anyons of the Eastern
Buropean countries., She'a convineced that il free
elections were held, all the countries would oust the
Communist regimes.

The best standards of living at pressnt are in East
Germany, Czechoslovalla, Poland, Hungary, Bulgaria,
and Rumania.
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C. Respondent believes that the Polish situation

has changed for the better and Gomulia's govarnment

nas achieved pome improvement. However, she was not

g0 sure that in the long run, +this would work out
well, At present, it does seem to work because otherwise
the Poles would have Joined the Hungarlan revolution.
Gomullta, at present, is pretty popular and the people
of Poland are hoping for further improvement. Therefore,
respondent belleves that Gomulkea will stay in power,

at least for a while. On the other hand, the future
nitPnignd depends entirely ih the workd's peolitical
situvation.

Regpondent did not hear much about events in Poland
before the revolution. In fact, she first heard from
her husband on QOctober 22nd when he came home and

told her there was going to be a sympathy demonstra--
tion at the Bem statue. During the Hungarian revolution,
the effects of the Polish events, such as the Polish
thaw were dwarfed by the events in Hungary and every-
body was busy thinlking only of the Hungarian cause,
They more or less forgot about foland.

She did not hear any of the freedom of expression in
Poland a year before Gomulka's rise to power, She Just
heard the-mee® of the Poznan riots, but she couldn't
tell any more about them. At the time of the revolution,
regspondent would not have preferred a more Pollsh
solution because they were hoping for so much mora.}

D. Respodnet had a pretty low opinion of Tito. When
asked why, she said that she despised him for his
opportuliist policy. He's a twrn-~coat and a faney seeker,
she said, She thought that Tito was the originator

of national Communicm, but naticnal Communiem ls just
as bad as the other international Communism. As to
Tito's relations with other Eastern Buropean nations,
with Russla and with the West, she sald that he 18
the same toward everybody, he is not a sincere and
honest man, Nobody lmowe what he i3 going te do next.
But anyway, he always does what 1s most profitable.
During the reveluticn, Tito's behavior was much
eriticised by the Hungarians, In fact, the speech he
made was typleal of him. He condemned the Hungarian
revolution and then praised them. Nevertheleas, his
attitude encouraged many Hungarians to flee to Yugo-
Blavia after the revolution.
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Regarding the actions of and other titolst
Communists, respondent pa 18 was much too young Bt
the time of the Rajlk trials. However, she thought that
the rehabilitation of Rajk was very rediculous. Never--
theless, this attitude i3 very typical of the Commmist
regime. Respondent also sald that the widow of Rajk got
100,000 forints from the Hungarian Communist government.
a8 a compensation. But the woman handed over this monsy
to some gf L or cultural purposes,
Respondent me B. socially.

Respondent believes that Tito must be popular or else

he couldn't be at the helm of the country for such a long
time., As far as che has heard, the working class in
Yugoslavia has a better standard of Mving than before.
But the others are pretty badly off. Perscnal freedom

is on a much better level than in ry. This infor-
mation she got from frinds who visitfed from Yugoslavia.

Respondent fecls that the Communists geined control of
China due to the extremely low standard of 11 , that
had prevailed there. Blso, the sharp contrast een
the poclal castes had much to do with this. Communiste
promised neutrality and a land reform,

Respondent doesn;t lmow very much about relations

between England and India. She only thought that

thelr relations had become more friendly due fo Nehru's influ-
ence,

Respondent's views on the Suez situation were very
impulsive and rather unorthodox. She thought that the
British and the French shouldn't have invaded t,

but that they could have found some enemies to ellm-
inate Nasgser. The timing of the Suez situation was

one cause of the Hungarian events taking such a bad tusm.

Respondent did not have any particular views regarding
the Israeli invasion and wasn't very mcuh interested in
that pide of the quastion.

Regarding the nationalization of the Buez Canal, she
sald the action was quite right in point of view of the
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people, Af Masser wanted his p eople to benefit from
this. On the other hand, she believes the whole
nationalization came about under Soviet pressure anc
instigation. According to her, the events in Egypt
had great influence on the development of events in
Hungary. Russia's attitude was then that if other
nations are allowed to sttack, why shouldn't she?
Also, reepondent believed 1t wes a tragedy that, at
the time of the revolution, not only the Suez evente
and the W died down, but there were presidential
eélections goin on alpo, in the U.S5. and so Amerdica
was busy with other things and was not fully concerned
with the Hungarilan revolution.

F. Respondent thinks that the living standard is
extremely high in West Germany and is expected to
improve furhhermore. She saw this for herself when
she stoppad for three days in lMunich before coming
to the U.S8.. She feels tha the dividion of this
country into two parts cannot be maintained for
very much longer., This is a very delicate situation
and will remain a possible powder keg for some Clime
to come, The Germans will do thelr utmost to unite
their country. Thls may be a cause for war.

Respondent believes that German re-armament 1s golng

on with the full etss assgistance and approval of

the Western powere, And she believes that this 1=

quite right because Oermany muct be armed against
Communism. She also belleve: that the Vest German

army 1s stronger than the British because it re-----
celves arms from the U.S5. and these arms are very

modern and up-to-date, However, che algo belleves that
the German army 1ls stronger than the French, but she

does not Imow the term of service In the West G rman army.

In reference to the Ggrman occupation of Hungary in

1945, she ecompared them with the Russian army and seid
"At the time of the German occupation, I was only &
veare old, but I can well remember how these soldlers
and officers werfe so I lkmew this from my mother,

Those officers and enlisted men were extremely difficult.
Thay were very tidy, clean, cultured and fedendly
people. They respected the women ané there wasn't any
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case of rape. There was no question about thas 1t

that the German army was disciplined unllke the Russian
which was not. The Russlan army was highly distasteful
and disliked in Hungary.

G. Respondent doesnj;t know much about the Britleh
Labor Party, but she read that they are getiing gore
and more votes. In her opinion, thls Labor Party

ig rather a socialist party not favorable to Comm-
unism, She believes that in every European Soclalish
Party, there are probably factions that tend toward
the left and others more to the right.

Respondent ranked the countries according to thelr
standards of living as follows: West Germany, EEE;;
Britain, Italy, Soviet Unlon, ¢y Greece, and .

H, Her greatest surprise upkn landing in the U.S.
was the ecity of New York. Its huge dimensions, its
sky-scerapers, the amount of traffic, the rich display
of goods at comparatively low prices.

Respondent didnjt think too highly of American

foreign policy; she bialieved it to be Too cautious

so she doesn't see how the U.S. could do anything

helpful for the people of the Eastern Europsan

nations. "I think that this 1s a ve ry difficult |
questlon to answer., Since East Europe was sold out |
at Yalta, I don't quite see what can bz dons now.

The only eid the U.S. could give now to Eastern Europe

would be economic help, but then how to go about it

so that this aid doesn't go to Russia and remains in

the chosen country for the benefit of the people 1is

a problem. On the whole, I must say that I was greatly
disappointed in the foreign poliey of the U.S. Ve

expected them to be much stronger in spirit.”

Aid should be given to the people of the countries
behind the iron curtain, but it is doubtful whether
the people will profit by i1t. llaybe some way could
be found for the distribution of loana and aid. Thae
international Red Cross or something, I really do
not lnow. However, under no condition should the
Kadar government in Hungary receilve any asclstance
from the llest.
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"This 1s and has been my attitude sver since I came out”.

“"The only government the U.S could deal with in Hyngary
would be that of the former Communist Nagy."

People in Hyngary certainly would like to sse more Western
visitore. These vizits should be of a puwrely cultwral nature
and all poddtics avoided, This already determines the kind of
persons who would be mogt welcome. Viegltors should be advised
before they arrive in Hyngary that they should not belleve
averything they ses, but they should try to find out things
for themselves. The actual conditiongin Hungary could be
learmed from those in the West who left Hungary only a

ghort time ago.

She 1g convinced that the people at home would like to
receive Western books and periodicals., Theaa past twelve
years have meant they were cut off from wverything that
meant something to them so that they are literally famished
for anything that comes from the West,

Respondent mentioned that during the f'ew short days of
the revolution, all the books that were on the prohibited
list somehow came out of hiding and were gold at the
gecond hand book stores. She remembers that instead of
buying two pounda of lard ones day, she bought herself a

bool hy{%m best place for these bookn
to be sent wo be to p shers or distributors. They
would have the facilities for distributing booke and per-
lodicals on a large mcale.

"I have learned something about the Narshall Plan as launched
by the U.S5. in 1948 in our history lessons at school, but I
am fully aware that these were planted and we were not told of the
real motives of the U.S5. We were told that Italy and

Fpance were swamped with American surplus stocks which

were dumped on the markets at very high prices. Also at the
time of the Korean War, I was much too young and I do

not remember public dépinion at that time., However, 1

think that probably the U.S wanted to have militery basas

in thie hemisphere, Also I remember that 5% of &ll salariee
were deducted for Korean stamps and doctore and nurses and
even students went over to Korea to fight., They received
terrific salaries.”

J. Respondent!s general attitude toward the WN is bitter.
She said, "Do you Imow what we callad the UN? We called it
the of the big nationa. I'm sorry to be no
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bitter about 1t but what has happened in HEngary makes

me feel I cannot be unblased. To my mind, the charter

must be completely wrong. The decent members of the UN
cannot act according to their convictions on account of
the veto which is always exercised by the Scviet Union

and I believe that the past has shown that the UN charter
doesn't work. Regardin g the UN actlon we expected d
revolution, we were thoroughly convonced that the UN would
send troope and observers Jjust as they did with the case of
Egypt. This was the lemat we were expecting and hoping for.
In my belief, the chances for effective UN action in Hyn-
gary are nil in the foreseeable future."

"You can also note ta$ that these views are shared by the
young people X who came out from Hungary and all the people
8till back in Hungary. We sincerely wiah that the top
executives of the UN would see for themselves our reactions
and out attitudles as we express them in these interviews.”
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XVII. KNOWLEDGE OF AND ATTITUDES TOWARD SELECTED PERSONALITIES
A, Respondent immediately named Imre Hagy a8 the greatest
1living Hungarian. She said she had a great admiration for
Mr. Nagy even though he is a Communlst. He did nct spell out
the country to the Russiens and he did the bast he could,
Furthermore, she baelieves that he 1s a very able man who
. has several degrees in soelal, political economy. He was 2
professor at the wniversity and she £irmly bellieves that
he would have been the men to lead the country out of its
- terrible mess. "After all, he was the first one to declare
Hungary neutral and to invoke the Warsaw Pact.”

B. Respondent's reactions to a number of persons of
world importance were as follows:

Imre Nagy, see above.

Cardinal Mindsenty "You lmow, I was confirmed by Cardinal
Hinsenty and he is a wonderful priest. However, I do not
approve of the clergy interferring in politiecs and I thor-
oughly ﬁiﬁ&ﬁp@ﬁ?ﬂ of Cardinal Mindsenty's speech during the
revolution.

Rajk - "I cannot sey anything. I was a emall girl at the
£28d time of his trial."

Gero --"I thoroughly despise and hate thils man."

Kadar - "Somehow I pity him and despise him at the same
time. He is not a lonely person anymore."

Ripenhower - "To be quite frank, we were expecting much
more of him in ecomnection with our cause, but on the

’ other hand, we feel deep gratitude toward him for 2ll his
asglstance and aid given to Hungrians who came to this
comtry. I aleo think that Viece Precident Hixon'a vislt
to Europe in December was a very fortunate idea. The vice
president was extremely popular with the refugees. I myeelfl
was quite near him when he came to vlsit us at camp."

Hammersjlkold - respondent wes wery critical. She 18 rather
inelined to be on the "left" side. In cormectlion with the
Hyngarlan cause, he wap decidely too weak. I belleve that
the reason for hip leniency is that he is strongly socialist.”
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"Since Dulles represnets the American foreign policy, I
do not approve of his abllities jJust as I do not approve
of the United States foreign policy, which is much too
cauticus and much too slow,"

About Tormer Prime Minister Eden and former Preaident Truman,
- respondent doesn;jt lmow anything.

Respondent's view on other important people in world
- politics were as follows:

Mikoyan -~ she doesn't lnow anything.ajld

Neh™a - she thinikks that bp expressing his sympathy for
the Hungerian revelution, he hao somchow made himaelf
unpopular with the Soviet Union. She Inewthat he is the
man who tried to weed out mlsery and dependence from the
British empire.

Generallssimo Chiang kai-Chek - She lmew that he is the
leader of nationalist China.

When I acked abos Ferenc liagy, her reaction, I quote:
"Oh. welll! This one is a scoundrell He took with him
the money of the Smallholders; Party when he left the

country."

She confessed to a dislike for former President Roosevelt
because "he was on too good terms whth Stalin and
because he sold out Hungary at Yalta with the rest of
Eastern Europe.”

Chancellor Adenauer =~ She agreed that he 1s an extremely
able politician.

che felt there wes no nged to express her opinion of
"our father", Stalin. This would only be repetition
of what everybody says.

Malenkov - She said that she isn't quite sure what his
policy is.

Generalissimo Francc of Spain - He is an anti-Communist,
a "little Hitler" and he is the leader of Spain,

Bavan - Never heard of him.
Ehrushehev - He was the Party secretary of the Russian

Communist Party and she resented his trlp when he tried to
. court the lestern powers together with Bulganin.
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Tito - She can only repeat what she said before,
Peron - She didn't know anything,

Holotov - Is an extremely good politieian and is full of
ambition. He rather likes himself in this role.

Ollenhauver - Never heard of him.

Churchill -~ Ehe couldn't give any opinion due to her
youth while he was in office, but she lmew that he was

one of the statesman who took part in the Yalta Conference
with Roesevelt and Stalin.
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LVIII. ATTITUDES TOWARD EXTLES AND EXILE ACTIVITIES

A, To respondent's belief, generlly speaking, first of
all, the young people who left Hungary may now fear re-
taliations. Also the young boys who left weee afraid of

be deported. These were mootly students between the ages
of 16 and Z 20, Then, also, quite a number of peasants

had left from the villages and from the border. A great
number of skilled workers had also left. Furthermore, re-
lativre of former immigrents who thought this a good time
to leave and not be misséd, They did not want to live any
longer under Communist oppreseion. Respondet also believes
that a great number of prilests and nune came over. The
majority who stayed behind were mostly elderly people,

Also the majority of workers and peasants who did not

want to leave their land. As to why they stayed bashind, responent
believe that maybe & great many pf them had made up

thelr minds ard-th to leave and then it was too late

to leave by then, The peasants asaid they didn't want to leave their
land and the older generation was afraid of the future.
Then, the Communiste also stgyed behind. There were quite
& number of them who stayed behind but during the first
daye of the revolution, she believes there were also

quite a few who escaped.

Respondent feels very sorry for all who stayed behind.
She had a friend whe also decided to come out and they
went to take leave of their families, but then the
children and older people broke down and they didn't have
the strength to leave. Hlow, they are really corry.

Those who stayed behind are keenly interested in following
the path of those who left, their activities and how they
fere. The general opinion is, and this she has from
letters, that 1jfvas a wise thing to do, to flee.

Ass that the young onsg had the chance to flie to
the West, she stlll thinks that a small per centage
would nevertheless Etﬁg back. lMostly, these would be
elderly people tho couldn't start life anew., under
completely allen circumstances. Also, she thinks that
the Hungarian peasants would not leave the ecountry.

B. &he has heard of Hungarian exile organizatione from
individuals while in Hungary, but she couldn't name any.
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On the 1list of individuals whieh she had to fill in,
she made the fellowing remarks:

Monslgnor Varga - she heard about him, that he wae a
non-politician in 1948.

Ferenc Nagy -~ she paid "Well, I have given my opinim
about him, didn't I?"

Charles Peyer - she knew he was a Sccial-democrat and
that he was Prime Minlster in Hyngary.

Pfeiffer and Baron-lcovies -~ ghe only lmewr that they played
some part in Hungarian palitics in 1948.

Otto- she recalled that he was the last Hapsburg and the
pretender to the Hungarian throne.

Admiral Horthy - she held him in high esteem who was the
rugent of H and he thought he was from a wonderful
family and extremely nice and good Hungarian people,

She knew he had dled recantly.

On the activities of politicians who left Hungary before '
1956, and other immigrants, she belelved that they did |
thelr very best to accomplish something for Hungary, but

they dilidn't succeed. She belleves that they sghould have

axerted stronger pressure on the UN. She also thought

of them during the revolution because she hoped that they

could do something to influence UN zctions,

C. Respondent never lnew any Hungarian who escaped To

the West after ;45 and who returned . She believes that

the Hungarian Commmist re-defectlion campaign met with
aome success as there were qulte a few people who were very
homeslick and who returned. But on the whole, she did not
congider thlis campsign very succegsful,

D, In respondent'e view, people who had left Hungary
should be united now in some kind of &n organization

80 &8 to be strong and unlted in case there is an
opportunity to act and Fgpresent a united front.

She feels this was a trouble during the revolution, that
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nation did not have a leader and that the nation was
not completely united.

She believes that the people in H would 1like to
know about the exiles, forst of all, how they are getiing

in their new homes and what kind of jobs they are
getting, what salaries they earn, and what are the living
gstandards, atoc.

What they should know, and thies 1 s what everyone ghould
write home is about the extensive personal freedom per-

mitted everyone here mnd that everyone may have his own

views on rights to freedom.

When asked what she personally could do for her sountry,

ehe said she wants to learn English as quickly as possible.
Then she would like to get a Jjob with an organization

that is working in the interests of Hungary and the Hungarian
ecause, She mentioned specifically any organization that

deals with immigration and later on, Radlo Free Lurope.

She would dike to join an exile organization and she
wondered if there is an organization that has eultural,
soclal,political aims all at the same time, already.
If not, she thought it would be a good idea to form such
2 one, One purpose of such an organization would be to
keep the Hungarian camse before the public. Algo, if
given the opportunity, i1t should be able to present the
ian cause irmediately and effectively. The organization
should consist of new exiles and old, and pre-revolution
exiles algo since they would hav e more experience, in con=-
nection with public life in the U.S.

Concerning the various political parties before 1048, she
has not any real Imouwledge eince she was too young at that
time. Ag to her attitude to parties that assumed re-activity
during the revolution, she repeated that she thought this
was wrong befaupe it divided the nation. Thils re-organizing
of the parties could very well have been pestponed until
after the revolution.

E. Respondent was quite declided about this question,
and she saild most emphatically that she does want to go
back to Hungary when and if Hungary is agailn free. Ir
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this does not ever occcwr, then she would only go back for a
viglt or go only to the border to get her parento out.

ohe also said that she would wish to teach her children to
speak Eungarian in the U.S8, when and if she has any chlldren.
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XIX, AUDIENCE REACTION TO RADIO AND LEAVPLETS

A, VWhile in H , she and her family listened to

VOA, RFE and to the BEBC broadcasts. The best was usuvally

VOA, but thie changed. All the free stations were more

or less jammed. Since no one in her famlily espoke any forelgn
angh. e, they alwaye listensd to the ian broadcasts
of se sptatlone. Most fraquantly 1stened to RFE
and especlially, during the ravnlut Egﬁr and night.
Everyone told evryone else what they had heard on the

radlo. They listened to the hrnaduantu on their own

radio together with parents, relatives and good friends.
They openly discuseed these broadcaste in the office

but ohly when the Party secretary was not present.

Until 1953, there was a great risk involved in listening

to rnreiﬁn broadcasts, but this never detarred anyome

from listening. The penalties were usually prison or at least
& bad mark on the cadde, Under Nagy and shortly before the
revolution, 1t was much better and no one cared too much
about being overheard,

She preferred the BBC broadcasts for ite good music.
Otherwise, she useally listened to VOA if ghe wanted

to get reliable news. She thought that RFE was exageratling.
che ‘Judged the accuracy of the VOA by comparing what

the Hungarian radio sald with what she heard from people
by word of mouth and so on.

Eﬂ dent felt that these broadeasts had a good effect

e people especially before the revolution because
Evurrhnﬂr was listening and all were fervently hoping that
at a2 given moment, Western aid would be forthcoming.

During the revolution, the main role of RFE was that 1t
kept the Hungarian people informed about events outside
Hungary and even about events in the western part of
Hungary. At that time, the Hungarian radio did not
broadcast anyt but musie. During the revolutilon,

RFE was not jammed. People were glad to hear, about the
reactions of the western peoples at this time, Furthermore,
RFE was in constant touch with the Freedom Fighters}

radio transmlttere such as Rolta radio which was the
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broadeasting station of the Freedom FPighters' headquarters.
Her own reactions to these broadcasts were as follows:

"I had quite a good opinion of RFE broadcasts up until

the revolution. At that time, I belleved that RFE promised
too much and encouraged people irresponeibly. I remember
just before the presidential elections, I heard a broad-
cast saying that only three more days, please hold out

and thenhelp will be forthcoming. It was a great disillusion-
ment to everybody that, in the end, it was only Wwords.

and no action,., "Since RFE was not authorlzed to encourage
the Hungarian Freedom Fighters, why did it do so?l

Nevertheless,, she thinks that RFE should continue to 4
broadeest behind the iron curtain, moreso because now '
these broadoasts are the only source of information |
from the Weast for the people in Hungary. Ehe belleves that .
the emphasis of these broadcasts should be on the cultursl

gslde, but also political and economic news is very useful. |
In thies respect, the broadcasts of BEC were always much
better than those of RFE., Programs about life in VWestern
Europe and in the U.S. would be of much interest to the
people of Hungary. As to anti-Communist propaganda, it
should not be put on so heavily. Good musical programs
shold have more tige on the new programs of the RFE.

B. Respondent did not hear esbout the NEM. She has
_heard sbout the 12 demands and that there is a rssistance
movement underground in Hungary.

Respondent has not seen amy Free Europe leaflets. Also
phe doesn't knouw whehher there was any risk involved in
pieking them up because these leaflets were dropped
primarily in the provinces and che alwayes lived 1n Duda-
pest, llevertheless, she belleves that 1t would be quite
useful to drop leaflets into Hungary. It never does any
harm to encourapge people.

As to what should be stressed in these lecaflets, ehe

thinke that politics should be left out. Theee leaflets
should contain moetly economic data. The Hungarian people
have become accustomed to the fact that they have no
polttical rights. On the other hand, respondent 18 convinced
that straight economic news would interest them. A worker,
for instance, ie not so much interescted in politics as he 1s
in knowing the buying pover of & dollar, Respondent thinks
that living standards, worlking conditilons, ete. of the West
would greatly interest such a person, howergr and would be
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good anti-Commmist propaganda.

D. Respondent believes that all groups that have sent

leaflets into Hungery have the same aim, that is to inform
the people behind the iron curtain.
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XX. CHIID REARING AND DISCIPLINE

L. Respondent gegsed the view that & child should

be reared in a religlous, honast, decent atmosphere,
k child sholild be told to read a great deal, but only
books that ate it for a child, He sl ld be made
interested in the arts and in the theatrs and also
he ahould learn as many languages a8 possible,

In her opinion, a child must be disciplined, either
words and example or if thie doesn't helpn, as long as
the child ip small, then by phiysical disclipline since
thia never hurt anybody. She thinks that the beliel that
phyaical punishment harms a child's ego is completelm

+« The treatment for boys and girls must, of course,
be different. Une can always be softer with girls than
with boys. Boys must be brought up to be breve, smart,
qulck and alert. The boye should be brouzht up by the
father and the girls by the mother.

The treatment of ehildren changes accordlng to thelr
ages. Up to 15, children ghoiild be kept very atrickly
and then gradually the discipline should change into a
relationship that 18 mors friendly (on a friendship
baeis). It is very important that the children should
Imow that thelr parents are thelr very bast friends.
"This I can say from my own experience in my own family
and this way has worked fine in ouwr family,"

dhe recalled an incident when she was 10 years old and

ahe played hookey. When her mother found this out, she geve
her a good spanking. Later on, she was &aken back to

school where the teacher took her around to all the clapees
and just presented her, "Now this is the girl who didn't
vant to attend school! &he was terribly ashamed and it
never happened again, of course.

inother time, when she was much younger, about 6 or T,
she didn't do her homework. This time, the scame thing
hnppaned, ahe was presented &t all the other clasces
as "the girl who didn't want to do her homework”, and
once again, she never felled to do her obligations.
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Among the people she knew, children were usually

punished wven if they were 6 years old or more, A

few slaps now and then always worked wondere. She

does not think that this varied among different soclal
classes, However, the role of the father in the last

ten years has greatly diminished in thie respect. Thie
H:HhﬂUE to the faet thaet the father was less and less often
at nome.,

Accordin g to respondent, parents stopped punishing children

at about 13 or 1% years. This is when they stop physalcal

punishment, Of cowrse, it's a little earlier with girla. |
Other punisghment is not abandcned for as long as the

children live at home, and are not independent wage earmors.

She does not think that there is any difference in type
or length of time that punipghment ig administeEed among
the @fifferent soclal clagses.

Tha Communist regime did bring sbout changes in this

respect inasmuch as the physical punishment has been

abandoned at school., The parents however, do employ |
it, Usually, the parents do not care too much about

the dicta of the Communist regime.

There hasn't been any great change in the last ten years
regarding the disclpline of children in the Hungarian
gchools =xcept for the fact that the techniques of dls-
cipline have changed, that 1, physical punishment

has been abandonzd. The other metheds of disclpline
were maintained. Uoually, children were first warned
and then the parents were notified of their behavior

or poor grades. If children got bad marks in deportment,
they were usually transferred from one class to another
or expelled from school, This technical discipline

was maintalned during the Commumist regime. Respondent
eould not gilve detalls about pumishment for boye because
aha attended an all girle school.

Ina frimmd, she must find sinceréty. A good friend b
imust stand by even thro trouble and also she must tell
her the truth even if it'a not pleacant, but she must

never tell confidences beshind her back. It is also impor-s--
tent to have identical fielde of interest, more or less.
Under Communism, people do not make friends as easily.
Everyone is a little more cautlous.

END




