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19, Immediate Plans: To contlnue hils stwdies at some American

college.
20, Other Western agencies interviewing: A student from

some universlty questioned him while he was at Camp Eilmer.

He was asked for details on the revolution, he does not
know who the interviewer was or what university he was
from,

21, Foreign languagss: Studled Russian for wight years, anc
English for two semesters, He had just beguh to study
Spanish and German.

Respeondent 1s an economics student. His back-ground 1a beth
industrial worker and peasant. Falrly intelligent and we
establicshed a good rapport. He belonged to the smart young
set ealled "Jﬂﬁrﬂﬂ“ by the Communists. He took an active
part in the revolution and was wounded twice. Fears retal-
iation sgeinst relatives still in Hungary. Gives the im-
pression of being homesick and intands to go back to Hungary
as soon ag the present regime collapses,
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III. CHRONOLOGY OF PERSONAL EXPERIENCES, AETID'I'Iﬁii ATTITUDES,

AND EXPECTATICHS DURING THE REVOLUTION

A, On October 22, I went to the wmoversity, as usual, The
previous svening, the Petofil Circls had held a debate. Two
ptudents of our university who were members of the Petofl
Cirocle greeted the students in the hall of the university
building and announced that, in the afternoon, a meeting of
the students would be held in one of the suditoriume to discues
the plans for a silent demonstration in sympathy with the
Polish students, It must be pointed out that the plans for
this demonstration did not originate within the Petofi Cirele,
We had already gotten in touch with the students of the other
universities in Budapaeet in order that they, teoo, would hold
such a demonstration.

For some reason, the meeting of the students was delayed and
it did not begin until ev 1. The preslident of the Petofll
Circle was invited to speak, gave us a summary of the
ggiitinal situation, At this meeting, we had already heard of

demands of the Cseged university studenbta, At ten o'clogk,
the meeting was adjourned until nine the next morning.

When the meeting was resumed, the main issue to be decided
was whether or not the demonstiration shald be a silent one,
The majority of the students favored such a demonstratlon
because, in this way, it could not be termsd "counter-revol-
utionary". We decided to carry flags and a few slogans, but
in all other respects, to keep the demonstration silent.

The meeting was still in progreas when, at one o'clock, the
president of the university cams into the bBall., He addressed

ue, approving of our plans for the demonstration and our
demands, with one exception: he objected to ouwr demand which
stated %hﬂ Russians lsave Hungary. He sald the time was not
right for such a demand and that it should be withdrawn. Howevsar,

the students booed him and in protest he £% left the hall,

Shortly after that a delegation of students from the Technical
University arrived at the mesting. They infopmed us that a
silent demonstration would start 2% 4 p.m. as agreed.in aplte
of the fact that the Minister of the Interlor Piros refused
permission for the demonstration on the grounds that it would
provide an excellent opportunity for the counter-revolutlonsxy
elemants to cause trouble, Upon hearing this, a very féde
Communist students made a motion that the university should
not take part in the demenstrations. They ware immediately
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gllenced by the majority of the students and they had to
withdraw their motlon.

Just before four o'clock, we marched off in the direction
of the Petofi Square where we wre to meet the students of
the other umiversities. Our students carried a large number
of Hungardian flags, but we also had five Red flags with us.
Thies was to insure us againat counter-revolutionary accusa-
tions.

In front of the Petofi statue and after we had recited some

of Petofi's patriotic poems, the crowd became inelted to such

an extent that, from there on, the demonstration was no longer

a silent one, 13 we mardhed niung the main streets of Pest in

the direction of the Margit Bridge, the demonstrators kept

shouting slogans demanding the clarificatlon and ingestigatan

of the Rakosi and Rajk eases, that uwranium not be sent to the
Soviet Union and that the economlic and commercial agreements

with the Soviet Union be revised. One by one, the Red flagse

which we carried, disappeared. When wer reanﬂnd the Margit

Bridge, the students of the Lenin Institute, that 1g the

department of the Russian language and llterature of the

Budapest university still had fouwr Red flags. Dy-standers,
especially women, shouted at them sayilng that they should be
ashamed of themselves and they should throw away the Red flags.
They did not throw them away, but they rolled them up and |
put covers on .

A large crowd collected on the square where the Bem statue

stood, Vreaths were placed at the feet of the status In

sympathy for the Pplish students. The spesthes were delivered
and patriotice poems were recited., The soldiers in the barracks
facing the square were lined up at the windows. They cheered

ugs and decorated their bullding with Hungarian flags without

the Communipt symbol, However, they were not allowed out of thelr

building.

Someone in the crowd sufgested that we all go to the Parlizment
building. Th eword was passed on and everyone started across

the Danube, On the way, we passed the buliding of the Hinletry
of the Intericr., It could be seen that the building wes

heavily guarded and that the polise had prepared for emergenclss.
Just before we reached Perliament Square, a speclal, one-pags
edition of Szabad Nep was distributed among the ecrowd. I wes
able to get a copy for myself. The Smabad lNep listed the
twenty-one demandsof the university students. The sditoes of
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the newspaper accepted full solidarity with the students.
They pledged to continue to edit their paper wlth a new
apirit. One of the captions of the paper was "The Entire
Country Should Know".

Parliament Square was completely filled with demcnatratoras.
Ve demanded to hear Imre Nagy. There were also shouts for
the immediate free of Cardinal Mindsgenty and that he
should be placed at the head of a new cabinet, but these
shoute were originated, not from the students, but from
the workers,

We had to walt several hours for Imre llagy to arrive, When

it became dark and the lights in the square were not turned
on, the crowd began to malke torches from the coples of the
Sgabad Nep. Plctures and placards of Stalin and Ralcosi were
also burned publicly on the equare. I do not lmow where thess2
came from hecasue I had not peen any carried in ths demonstra-

tion.

After the torch episcde, the lights were soon twrned on.

Imre Nagy £inally came and spoke to the erowd. He tried to

quiet us down. He promiad that all owr demands would be dlecussed
by the Parliament and the government, but we should go home. -
Hungarisn blocd was precious and we should not spill 1% neéd-

lessly.

After Nagy's speech, the crowd did mot want to dlsparse.

It remdined until someoyne passed the word that the entirs
erowd shaild go to the radio building and demand to have our
demands read over the radioe.

This was probably the turning point of the demonstration,and
the start of the revolution. However,even before the demon-
strations started we realized very well that they would not
remain silant. From Patrofi Square on there were no silent
demonstrations any more. And when we passed the bullding of
the Ministry of the Interlor and saw how heavily it was
guarded we realized that the police mmm were preparad for us
and that the dmmamnimxkimas entire demonstratlon could very
easily turn into a revolution,or a massacre. Such an outlook,
however,did not dampen our Enihuﬂiaﬂm « For the first time Iin
years we felt we were really Hungerians,

The silent demonstration was organised by the umiversity
gtudente in cooperation with the Retofi Circle and with the
Writers Club. At the begimning the damonstrations were only
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university students. But by the time we reached Parliament
Square practically the entire Budapest was there. I saw several
Polish,Albanian, end Korean students there also. Later many Zof
them fought on our side. Several of them were killed,

B. With three chher friends I went to the Radio Building, By the
time we arrived there wae a large crowd in front of the radio
studio building. A delegation of twelve students wae standing
right in front of the entrance. They demanded to be let in and
be allowed to read the demands of the Budapest University
students over the radio., There was a long delay during which
this delegation told us that if they are imk let in and not let
out within a reascnable time we should break in and free them,

The delegation of students wes finally let in but a conslderable
time elapsed and there was no sign of them. The crowd began to
get nervous and suspicious. We began to pound and kick the gates
of the Raddd Building, To frighten us the AVO guards fired
several shots in the air. This only infurlated the crowd, The
AVO gk guards resorted to tear-gas bombsa. When paw that
even this did not help much they began fliring into erowd.
Saveral pepple were lkiflled and many wounded,

When we saw what was happeniéng my friends and I decided to go
to Csepel and get arme. We only got ten blocks,as far as the
Korut and there we saw & great commotion. An AVO officex had
fired into a erowd from a building. He killed one woman and
wounded two other people. The orowd went énto the house to get
him and they brought him out and beat him to death, An AVO car
was recognized in the street. The crowd turned it over and seb

it afire,

On seeing this episode we turned back to the Badie Bulliding
deciding not to go to Csepel. About a half hour later several
trucks appeared bringing arms and ammunition. I was given & oub-
machine gun. I was able to handle 1t becamse that very summer I
had ¢ eted one month of compulsory military service and had
been trained in the use of small arms, Flarce fight engued.
The AVO guards were shooting at us not only from the Radio
building but also from the roofs of the other bulldings near-by.
We too kept firing &t them from behind a stone wall at the
Museum Park. This shooting continued untll 3a.m. We then heard
the rumble of approaching tanks, Four Soviet tanke and stopped
on the street of the radid building. One tank aimed its gun
directly at us. We stood up from behind the stone wall and -
wanted to r»un for better cover, I felt a sharp pain in my forg--
head and lost ecnsclousness. I regained consciousness late the
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next afternnon. I was in a private home near the lNuseum Paric.
A young wesmm woman whom I had never seen before was nursing me.
I was safe and there were no AVH men Zmckh
and that in the afternoon I would be
i for treatment., They took me in a private
car to the Surgery Clinic of the Budapast Universlty School of
lMedicine, I stayed there until November £ 2.

When the fighting started there was no time for slogans.During
the demonstrations our slogans were "A new gobernment under

Imre Nagy.","A public trial for Rekoei',"Better wages." Afté
the demonstrators left the Pem statiue the demands were that She
Husslans should go home, thet Hungarian wranium should remain in
the country and that Gero be expelled from the government. I
First heard the term "Freedom Pighters" in the hospital from
friends who visited me, E

Everyone took part in the fipghting,young and old allke, There
were soowy many women and girls with arms ameng us. I recelved my
sub-maching gun and a round of ammunitibon from soldliers, Thay
brought them from Csepel, The sub-machines were being manufac-
tured in the sorew factory in Csepel. However, there was not
much amunition in the factory and we had to bring a truck-load
of sub-machine gun ammunition from Svabhegy.(A n elite residential
section overl Budapest whaere many top Commmists 1lived,)
We were led there a Lieutenant Colonel., He was among the
on=lookers in the erowd when the AVO started to fire from ths
radio building. A simple woman xh awout 45 pointed at the first
five people kllled by the AVO and said to him "iook at thisl

Is there nothing you can do?" He burst out in bitter tears and
asked for ten students to volunteer and go with hlm. There were
so many voluteers that he had to pick out tem. We went and
brought three truck loads of ammmlition.

There was no central leadership or command to direct the
fighting. This was due to the fact that the revelutlion and
fighting was not planned in advance, Flghting groups were formed
under people who had some military experience or who were born
leaders. I have met and fought under saveral such group leaders.
Some were army officers,others were assistant professors at the
universitys S8imple industrial f#orkers who previously served in
the army,ete. The most remariable man among them was a 60 year
old industrial worker whom sveryone called Uncle Apdy. He had
been a young corp in the first VWorld War. He

did not have much eduscation,but he wes a born strateglst and
Imew how to handle people. Even captains ané lisutenante obeyed
him willingly. In general, it was the 60 and 70 year old
veterans who taught the youngsters how to handde armsihow to
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lcad and to clean eto, They also taught the youngsters how to
shoot,hcw to seelk coverand so on, In & matter of hours young
children of ten add twelve who had mever had fire arms 1n thelir

hands before became experienced [ighters.

No ome thought of consequences during the revolution. llo one
Teared dieing or getting wounded, The sight of others getting
killed or wounded a infuriated us the morae.

Before the demonstrationgat the university the question was
raised what would happen if the govermnment should decide to
send out the AVO to stop the damonstrations which the MHinlster
of the Interior had not permitted, At that tlme we were of the
opinicn that Af the police should shoot at the demonstrators
then the West would intervena. But I must repead we dlscussed
this only as & possibility and did not have any plans of
turning the demonstrations into a revélution, :

In my opinicn it was neither Kafar smexfimem nor Gero who called
in the glan troops. It was the Kremlin which decided to

talke raswrss nilitary sskdes action against us.

C.0n NHovember £he 2 I left the clinic to go to Visnna and bring
medical supplies. I went with a caravan of 21 trucka. These
trucke were manned by e personmel of 0 or 45 peopls consisting
of truck drivers,medical students,nurses and doctors. All of .
us put on white coats and put on Red Crosp arm bends. We were
warned not to take any arms with us.

In Vienna we loaded our medical supplies and were twning back

to Humgary. We arrived at the Hungarian border late at night

on November 3. The Hungarian border guardwerned us at the

border $o stop immediately if we were chaollenged anywhere on

the road. He said he felt something was golng to happen because

:%1 edly Ruseians were coming to take over guard duty on the
ontier.

We got as far as Sopron without any trouble. Ve etopped at the
local hospital to rest and to eat something. Our trucks
ptarted off agaln for Budapeat atxmtdmimiusalfter midnight,This
was the cariy morning hours of Hovember 4.

Whera the Sopron road runs into the Budapest-Vienna Highway

we were stopped by Russian guards. Ve showed them the papers
given us by the Hungarilan Red Crogs. They brushed them aslde
paying they were no good. They insloted on searching the trucks.
They sald they were loolting Tor arms and ammunltiom, fXam

Since I spoke Ruspian I acted as interpruter. I saw that the
Russian sergeant in charge was opening the food erates in the
trucks. He seemed very kwmgap hungry and was eating from the
orates. I told him that the metiical supplies and fcod was
neaded for the wouwnded in Budapest. He saild the medical
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supplies could go but the Rusgian scldiers were hungry and
neaded food. We teliced the situation over among ourselves
and decided not to glve the Russians owr eupplles. Seceing
only eight of them we dedided to meke a break for it,

The Tirat ten trucks got over safely. I was in the 1lth truck
leading the second half of the column. I told my driver to
drive as fast as he could,but we were able to go only a few
hundred yards when two Ruasien Jjeeps and three motor-cycles
Rmnpicooprootoonnd with slde cars caught up with us, They
began firing at us, Iy driver was killed and ouwr truck turned
over,

I regaingd consciousness in the hospital in Gyor. I had bean
shot In the leg and head and my arm was brokan. The truck
must have caught fire after 1t turned over bvemause there were
severe burntc on my face and hands, It the hospital there were
three other people from the second half of our trueclk column
whiceh I had besn leading. I was never able to establish what
happened to the others. Beslde my chauffer I think many others
had also been killed,

I was In need of a serious skull opesration and I was rushed to
& CGermen Red Cross hospital on the outskirts of Budapest.I
wes unconsecdous for & long time after the operation., Days
later I was allowed my first ten minutef wisit. My friends
told me how the Russians shot up the Technilcal University and
then started shélling our university bulldings, The two
universitfes face each other onthe bakks of the Danube, Some
medlecal mmutuniversity students told me how the Russiane
im:gﬂu% hospitals and elther took away or shot the wounded
pavients.

On November 10 the doctors told me that I would be abia to
leave the hospital a week later. I did not wailt for the week
to expire,but left the hospital on N'vember 14.I conpildered
1t too unsave to remain because there was too much shooting
going on in the neighborhood.

My friends came to get me by car,but riding in the car gave

me & severe headache so I dedlded to go by foot. We got as

far as the Marglit Bridge without any trouble. There the Russians
were cheolklng wvehicles and pedestrians alike. My head was
bandaged but I had pulled & 3Swiss beret over my head,HOwever,
the ¥ saw the bandages under my cap and refused to accept
my ldentli'lcation card. inslsated on escorting me in, A
Hungarian in civilian clothes was there acting as translator
for the Ruasians. He told the Russian soldier that he would
escort me in, The Rusglan turned back and we continued scross
the bridge, When we passed gafely through the second checlk
point at the other end of the bridge he told me''The next time
be sure to pull yowr eap further down to corceal your bandages.
Go home as mim quick as pou can, I too am a university
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student.” Ofla of my friends lmew thiz boy by sight. A few days
later we heard that he had been executed by the Russlans becesuse
they caught on that he was intentionally giving them wrong imfame
natizm translations.

I xmk went to my parents home but their flat had been heavily
damaged by the fighting. I learned from neighbors that they had
gone to relatives in the country and that my brother had also zone
after them. I decided to go and llive with my friends in a studento
home,

During the next few days we sat beslde the radio constantly. For
our meala weé had to go in to the undversity. Ve were forced to use
the side entrances or the rear windowse because tha Russiang did not
let us in. On one cor two occasiong they fired at us.

Seeing my bandaged head people would step uz on the street and
invite me and my friends to lunch ar supper. Thare was & olinic
near bhe students home where I lived and the nurses often sent ue
their ovm meals,

On one occagion when I went to the umiversity I met my Russlan
professor, Hs was an interesting man who was born in Germany
educated in the Soviet Unlon,and was sent to Hungary to s
Russian, He was an ldealistic Commmist. He was very glad to s2e
me because it had been rumored that I hed been killed. He warnesd
me that we should disappear from Budapest befcre Novamber 20
because on that the Russians would start taidng university
students in to cus . He was very bitter and disillusioned, He
paild that what happened was worse than Hitlerfs barbarism before
and during World War IX, He used some very drastle worde when
expresoing his opinion on the Commmilst Party.

Heeding the warning of this professor I and my friends declded to
leave H « Wa left Budapest on lNovember E%. Boarding a train
in the Kelenfold station we got off one station bheforsSopron, The
border wag not guarded there them, We had to wallk one and one half
kilometers and arrived in Austrian territory at 9 ?P.M.
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IV, EXPECTATIONS OF HELP FROM THE WEST DURING THE REVOLUTION

A, When the revolution broke out, we thought that the U3
government would send & formal protest to the Soviet Union
and if that were not sufficient, then the American air forcae
would bring paratroopers to Hunpgary. If only a single American
airplane or a single American soldier hed appeared durdng the
fighting, 1t would have encouraged the population to such an
extent that no further ald would have been necessary. When we
sew that we would get no aid, we fought on, embittered.

B. Vhen Inre Nagy made his appeal for aid to the UN, we expected
the UN to send an international polie force to HUngery. Our
huggﬂ were soon dispelled when we saw that the Ul wes delaying
action,

C. During the revolution and the demonatrations, I sgaw for-
elgn newspaper reporters, but I did not speak with them. Durling
the fighting in front of the radio bullding, somebody from

the French legation was there taking photographs., My brother
told me that in Cespel, he had to seek cover in the same door
way with a Western press correspondent. The man did not lmow
Hyngerian and my brother was unable to speak with him. But one
thing must be made elear: that with these press correspondents
and photographers did not incite the crowd. They were simply
talkking pietures and notes on what was happening.
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V. SOCIAL CLASS BTRUCTURE AND ATTITUDES

A. WMy father is a peasant who owns 12 cadastralic yokes

of land and a house. For a considerable length of time, hw hsd
been employed a&s a laborer by a chemlcal factory. He completed
elght years and my mother four vears of grade school.

B. The social clasees in H are the peasmats, the worlkers,
and the intelligentsia. The tradesmen and eraftsmen should
be included among the workers. To the intelligenizia belong doc-
tors, teachers, professors, and, in general, all persone who
£4111 jobs requiring at least secondary edwation.

T have had contact with all these groups because my fathsr
is of peasant origin, but he worked for a long time amnong
industrial workers and as a university student, I came to
lnow many of the intelligentsla.

aniniunnrﬂm ian peasants is that tThey are very

ty and they #mhard.'mmyrmﬁayaattmrstrur
lmowledge. For example, in the summer vacations when I took
my text books homes, friends of the family would come in and
look at my text books wanting to lmow what was in them.

The workers, in general, are more intelligent than the peasantry.
There is more cooperation between them and they are better o=

ganized.

The intelligentsla was the mabt valuable socizl class In
Hungary. They were not willing to be misled by Communism.

On the basis of my education, I considergd mysell to be

a member of the intelllgentsla. thinlc that of all social
classesin Hungary, the industrial workers vere the hardest hilt
by Communlsm because of low wages and labor competition methods.

¢. I think that , In Hungary, the peasanis sympathlized with
+the industrial workers., They were much closer to them than to
the intelligentsia, They did not have the very best opinion of
theintelligentsia because they did not Imow them 80 wall,

The workers sympathized with the peasants and ware sorry for
them, When the government was using every msans to ruin the
peasants, The eorkers acknowledged the leading role of the
intelligentsia and stood much cloger To this calss than the
D‘EEE!.II";E gid.
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The intellligentsia was a blt inclined to look down upon the
peasantry, It valued the workers far more than the peapants,
The only change to the attitudes of these clagses to each other
was noticeabls In the last two or three ¥uara before the re-
volution. Then the gap between the Intelligentsla and the
peazantry became much smaller.

E, If a person washed to get ahead in Communist Hungary,

Tirst he must have a good cadre gheet. He had to be a

Communist Party member with nof relatives living in the
Western countries. A person's talent or lmowledge or expericnce
was of the least importance.

Class origin was also very important. This was one of the
first things stated on 2 person's cadre sheet, People in
general were classed as either workers, peasants, intell-
ectuale, or they were classed in a group calle IKB.
To the IKsz group belonged the people who were political
unreliasble, such as ex-Army officers of the Harthy regime.
Top government officlals of the previous regime, or prom-
inent peolitieciana or members of the Hungarian Fasclsts
(file cross) Party. The majority of the students admitted to
owr unilversity were of worker origin. There were alsoc some
peasant boys, but very few chlldren of the intelligentsia
and no one whose parers belonged to the IKs group. This IKS
fgpum did not exlst in the first years of Conmmism immediate-
after VWorld War II. It was introduced only in 1951 or '52,

The person most likely to succeed in Communist Hungary, was
the bilg-mouthed Communist with the proper class back ground
who 1s willing to read the Communist newspapers at least
three times a week so acs to be able to quote from the Hungar-
ian Commumist newspapers, publicly, thereby giving the im-
pression that he 18 &2 good Party member,



21-11 16 VT

VI. FAMILY LIFE UNDER COMMUNISHM

A. Femily life under Communism was ineclined to become
loosened. Quarrels in families because &f the Commumnist
Party memberghlp of a family member were very frequent.
Paople were at home had to sever practically all con=-
tacts with relatives living abroad. Financial difficulties,
very often, cauded soenes and quarrels at home.

B. In kindergarten and ingrade estchool, the c¢hildren were
taught to worship amnd idollize the Soviet Union. Communiasts
wanted the chlldren to be, not Hungarian, but Soviet patriots.
Religion was banned from the cuwriculum of the schools, latasr,
children were permltted to attend religious classes &f the
parents wented them to do so. However, usuaslly only a very
short time was allowed for enrollment to these classes. The
parents, very often, found 1t impossibla to enrocll their chiléren
because, nore often than not, the teacher in charge of
enrollment was not available. When he became available, the
fime for enrollment had expired.

In secondary schools, the children were led to believe in
Soviet superiority. All technical inventions and sclentific
discoveries were credilted to Russlans, The sccizlist type

of man wae described to be muoh more superdior than any other,
Strong emphasis was placed upon Ruspian literature and culture.
"For example, in gymnasiums, at the final examinations, Tif-
teen questions were sslked about Soviet literature and Soviet
authors, whereas only filve were agked about Hungsrian coumtspr-

parts.

Many of the professors in the secondary schools and at the
universityles were alther Soviet borm or Sdviet educated.
They ancﬂur%ﬁed getudsnts to conduct correspondence with
members of the Soviet Komsomorg.

In general, the Communist intended to separats the children
from the parents, but I do not think that, under Communism,
there has been much change in the extent to which children

obey thelr parents. I think that this varled according to
familiés and depended largely on what kind of people the parents
were,

C. DBecause of finanecial difficulties, both husband and wife
were forced to seek employment. This had a very bad effect on
the emotional side of marriage. Very often, there were also
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differneces of political opinion between husband and wlfe.
In general, I think, marriages were formed mare easlly and
perhaps more irresponsibly than before.

I do not think there has been any change in the way young
people learn to lnow each other. Perhaps, 1n the citles
formal introductions were less important than in the viil—
ages and in the country. Extra-marital sexual relations were
purhagﬂ, more frequent than beddre. I think that the number
of 1lligetimate ehildren increased.

Oficlally, prostitutlion was bannad, but there wae secret
prostitution.

There was not much talk in the papers about the official
Party or government attitude on sexual matiers.

The morals of the Communists and thelr attitudes toward
sexual matters bably varizs according to thelr social
¢lasg. The 8 of Communist workers were sometimes
very loose. In factoriles, after Parity meetings, driniing
bouts were {requently haid to which the women worlera were
algo invited. Perhaps the Commmists, in genral, have less
inhibitions in sexual metters, at least, they are less
concerned about keeping up appeatanves.

D, I don't think that the Party membership or Party acsign-
ment of my friends woluld influence owr frisndship. For

le, at the university, I had a room mate who was a
Communist Party member. He was ju "a reactlonist” just
the same as I was, only he jJolned the Party in order to be
able to get shead. I think that a frilendshlp can exlst between
persons of different political beliefs. A frlendship can
exist wathout mixing pollitics Into 1€,

E., I think there has been an increase in crimes under
Communism, but the Communst prese did not writefiuch about 1t.
Many erimes against proprty were committed under Commundan
becauses the offender was driven to crime by poverty and
desparation. The crime rate amongst women has probably
incEmased also. There certianly was an inereasge in juvenile
delinquency. At one time, certain sections of Budapest were
ungafe because gangs of teen-agera held up and robbed pedes--
trians and committed acte of atrocity against women.
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The police were not able to do much about the crime gituation.
They ware not as effective ap the gendramerie was under the
Hﬂrthr rﬂgim& M

T supposa that alecoholism algo incepased under Communisum, Many
people drownded thelr sorrow in hopeless drink.

The "Jampec" were mostly young intellectuals and university
students, They lilked to dress smartly and according to
American style. They wore long halr and imitated the American
Jitterbuss. 3 Sope young industrial woriers
also imitated them, They were frowned upon because they
imitated European and American faghlona,and behavior. I do not
think 1t 48 a crime to be & Jampe¢,but somiimes young criminals
would also imitate this fashlon, In such cases the Commmniets
were inclined to generalize and say that all Jampecs were
eriminals. This was not true. For example,not one of our
assistant professors at the unkversity could also be called

a Jampec bescause of their dress and style of hdir. The majority
of the Jampeog wers people between the agas of 18 to 21, They
weee mostly ehildren of the intelligensla and some came from
industrial worker rfamilies. The parents Teally 2w did not mind
their childpren being Jampecs. Sometimes they protested against
+ge the over exaggerastion in clothes.
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VII. RELIGION

A. There was no religious freedom in Communist Hungary. The
university student did not dare go to chuwech openly. If he
wag geen in church he would be called to the dean's office
and warned., He would be told that Communist beliefls were
incompatible with church doctrines. If he bellaves in the
ereation of the world as deperibed by the ehurch than 1t inm
useless for him to attend the university. He shohld reconslder
his religious views and $hink twice amnfxm before zoing to
ukssh church again, If this warning was of no avail and the
gtudent was seen golng to church agaat again he would be
expelled from the univeralty.

I thinlt that the Catholic church was the hardest hit by the
Communists in Hungary, This was probably because of the
international relations and ties £x of the Catholie Chwrch.,
The teatant church was not oppressed to such an extent by
the Communiets ams the Catholie chureh,but it was not advieable
to be seen attending a Protestant church either. I have not
heard that the Jewish religlon was also persacuted.

B. Religion plays an important role in my life. Whatever ine
regime religion remains a spiritual necepsity for everyone.
But perhaps I am not as religious as my parents sre. I think
that I am just as religious as the average university student,

but I cannot compars myself to the average person in Hungary
with regards to religlousness. I sometimes felt the need to go
to church and pray but I did not go to chureh regularly ,nor
did I pray at home every morning or night.

C,I think that the government should not interfere in religlon
and the church should not interfere in government.Clureh and
gtate should be independent of ona another.The church should
be concerned only with the spiritual life of their members.

I think that the church should play an impormtant role in the
education of children. In an indspendelit Hungary I would glve
beck all the church's schools, I would make religion compuloory
in school. I think that the opinion of the church should be
heard in such matters ag censorship in films,plsys,and books.
But sometimesz church censorship 1ls over sxagserated.

The church,in my épinion,should not play an actlive part in
politics in an independent Hungary.
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D/I did not know many Jews and therefore I do not have an
exact opinlon the situation of the Jewlsh religion under
Commumism. But my impression is that the Jewlish religion was
not persecuted becamse =0 many of the top Communiste were Jsws.
I don't think there was much difference in the attitudes of
Jews as compared to the attitudes of Christians toward
Communism in Hungary. It is tryge that of the three Jews I
imew personally two were Party members. But they were memhers
only to be able to get ahead. They were not Communists by
conviction.

I did not see any Jews participate in the demonstrations or in
the fighting during the revolution.

I do not know of any reason why Jews should be afrald of an
independent Hungary.
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VIII.THE HUNGARIAN YOUTH

A, In my opinion the term Hungarlan youth should be applied to
the younger generation between the ages of 18 to 24,

B. I don't think that the Hungariang mouth lsd the revolution,
The Hungarian youth and mostly the unlverslity studants started

the revolution bubt st let the industrial workers talke over.

In the six months prior to the revolution the Hungardén youlh
staged politlcal debates in which it mxfsf critisized the
Commmist regime and In this way it paved the way to the
revolution. This was done not only in the framework of the
Petofl Cirecle. Heated debates were going on in student
Gormitories and even in political orlentation classesz.

The demonstrations were organized and staged by the lungarlan

youth; mainly the unibersgity studentes. gy They were the ones
who also started the fighting. But,the Hungarian army and the

tndustrial workers soon tool ERE over,

The Hunzardian youth,and mostly the Btudente,started the
demonstrations because they were very well organized and were
able to maintain contact with variouep groups.prbbably much
better than anyone else in Hungary.

During the revolution the older generation glorified the
Hungarian youth. Many of the older people had not belleved

it was poesible to start @ revolution. When they saw that the
impossible had happened they toolk over.

C. In Communist Hungary the Hungarimn chigldren and ctudents
wera belng educated along Soviet patterms by Sovelt citizens.
The poung people weare belng educated to serve the puposes aad .
gims of the party.

The cholece of a vocatlon wes vefiy much restricted. During the
final year in the gymnasium students were requlred to hand in
their petitions for permissicn to enroll In an university.They
could state which profession they wished to prepare for and
what wniversity they would like to attend., Very rarely were
these requests taken into condlderation. For exampls.l wanted to
enroll in the school of medilicine. I was permitted %o study only
at the University of Ecomomics. A gymmasium student could naver
deal directly with the universities...only thrpugh the schools.
The director of the ghy gymnasium had to give an opinion of

gach studehit,stating in his dpinion whiech profeaslion the student
concerned was best sulted to. The opinion of the directeor was In
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moat cases declalve.

At the university we had thirty-five academic hours a week,
This included about four hours of political indectrination.
We were over-burdenad with studiea. There were too manyllarxist
books to be read.With the exception of the Marxist and
political indoctrination classes the quality of education at
our umiversity was excellent. The great majority of our
professors were emminent scholars and scientists who had
achieved fame dur the previous ragime., They were what the
Commmists called " tionists". A few of tha younger professors
got their jobs because of political beliefs or Communist
memberahip.But they too were wall quaslified to teach us
although they did not know quite as much as those who had
taught under the previous regime,

E. It is quite true that the Communists devoted much time to

indoctrinate the Hungarian youth. The youth m=xrmwas crammed

with Soviet and Communist ideology. Everything that was Western

was prohibited. But this only made it more interesting to the

'Eungnrinn youth. From the very begimming they were opposed to
ommumism.
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IX  MAJOR DISSATISPACTIONS AS FELT IIEVERY DAY LIFE

A.My major dissatésfactions with life under Communiots wera
the constant lack of momey, too mush Marxism and Leninism in
gehool, the presense of Korean,Albanian,and Chinese students
who recelved much more aid from the Hungarian government than
we did. For example the scholorships which the Hungardian
guvnrnmant paid.did not give an Hungarian student more than
60 forints per month, At the same time the Chinese,Korean
students were getting over 1500 forints a month. ANother
source of dissatisfaction in Hungary was not enough food.

B. Mpat of the people complained about working conditions,
low salaries,labor competitions,and,in the country,the
compulsory participation in farm oocoperativas.
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X. THE ECOHOMIC LIFE.

A, D my last year in Hungary I was very bad off
financially. I recleved 468 forints a month from the
government. From this I padd 120 forlints & month for & room
in a student home. I shared this room wikh tbree other
studekte. Ve pald 180 forints a month for lunches., This wa
Ent at the umiversity cafsterila. PBreakfast would have cont
5 forints a month and supper 110 forints. But very few
texhuitnpamnptudents, including me,ev ate breakfast or
supper, When I was very hmgry I ueually visited my aunt who
1ived near-by end ate a second lunch or dinner with them.
The food abt the cfeteria was of a very gggsﬁguality and it
was never anough. I had two sulte. Une gult whileh was

ahabbily dressed.

Por me,a rarely achlevable luxury was to go dancing on &
Saturday or Sunday. This usually meant an ampense of 20 or 30

futnforints.

I had the most #1fficulty with clothes, I would have like To
own three or four suits.

My parents did not live vary well either. i When our
family was living in Budapest the food at home was somewhatb
better than in the household of The av e industrial workez/
This was becamses my father recelved parceis from home from |
the person to whom he had leased his land.He was able to
bur & suit or coat for himself,my mother,or my brother RInEKy
uggﬁ every third year.They 1ived in a twoe room apariment,
Their greatest problemwas clothen.

Our standard of living was much lower after the war than
before, Before the war my father was able to support hie
family fairly well on hig salary &lone, Before and during

the wer we had a radio. After the war we sould not afford one.
According to my estimates our standard of living decreased
about 50 or 60 percent in comparison to its pee-war level.
After the war, our standard of living was probably the
highest in 1049 and the lowest in 1956.

A distant aunt was probably such better off financially
than anyone else 1 kmew In Hungary. She was a widow, Har
husband had been a physician. She hesell waa a mid-wife
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She hed a 16 year old daughter. They llved in a provincial
town in a four room house of their own. Thelr food was
very good and they wers able to dress well, She was
planning to have her daughter study medicine. could
afford to go to the cinema and theatra often and to give
parties at home. My aunt was able to lead this life be-
cauce she was- had been well provided for by her husband,
A1so, because she recedved many sick calls after her reg-
wlar hours at the hospitel were over.

T think that the low standard of living in Hungary during
the paat 8 years is due to the economic expleitation of
the country by the Soviet Union.

My father's average income in 1956 wes from &5——- §50 to
g00 forints & month. This was tale-home pay which did not
include the 50 forint deduction for trade union fees. The
take-hone pay also included a small allowance for my youag-
er brother. My father did not have any secondary source of
ineome., My mother had heart trouble and could not <do

other work than housework. My father once recseived a e
ary increase of 50 forinie a month, but I do not Imow in
which year. This was not a general wage increase.

As I've alveady mentiemed, I received a scholarship of

450 forints a month from the government. I would not have
received this amount had I been living at hime., This wes
not enough to cover all my expensss. For this reason, we
wmiversity students would go to the central Budapest pro-
duce market to load and unload fraft. This we could do

only on Saturday and Sunday. By 12 to 14 howrs of hard worle,
We were able to eern about 100 forints each week-end.

C. In penmral, food prices on the open merkets were abou®
10% higher than the ppices in the government stores. New,
ready~made suits ware obtalnable nnlg in governmant stores.
The government commission stores sold only second-hand
articles. The differaence in food prices on on the two
maricets was only seasonable. The food price differential
was eapecially great in 1955.

The quality of goods available in government retall etores
was always very poor. I am not aware of any difference

in gquality in the varicks years before the revolution,
Retail distribution in Hungary was very cloppy and ineffi-
eient., Tor axample, in the winter of 1955, you could get
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lard only in twe stores in the whole of Budapest. At

the pame time, there was an abundance of lard in all

stores ﬁnrﬂ elge in the country. I do not lnow

how difficult it was to obtaln ¢ parts. There may
have been some waste of food in Humgary.

There were periocdical shortages in such food ptuffs as
lard, potatoes, flour amd meat. The price of lard and
meat was very high and, even go, very often, it was

not available. Oranges, lemons, tropical fruits, coffee,
tea, were unobtadnable. I am not aware of any shange 1n
this respect during the paet few years.

shortage of money compelled amny people to conduct
black market operations. Many peasants were forced to
sell their produce on the black market in order %o be
able to acquire the money necessary for taxes. Tvwo unl-
versity students whom I Imew bought and sold wrist-
watehes on the black market.

My friends lmew only twp people in the black mariket,
One wag the man from whom they obtained thae watches
and the other was the man to whom they sold them.
Thepe watches were smuggled on from Austria. Ususlly,
by Russians, or by the crews of the Danube shipd.
They bought watches at the price of 200-300 forints
ezch and passed them on with a profit of about 100
forints each, to & man who sold them in provinclal
towns and cities, where such a2 watch would usually
gell for 600-~T700 forints,whereas the store price would
be 1,200 forints or even hlgher.

Very often, the prices on the black-merlket would be
lower than the officlal reteil prices. The quallty
wonld also be better, especlally if the goods was

some that had been smuggled into Hungary, from Austria
or Czechoslovalia,

Blacl-market operationd were dangerous., The university
class-mate received 18 monthe imprisonment because he
sold two or three dollars on the black mariet. The
professlonal black-market operator would be liable to
get from 4 to 10 years.

I d4d not hear of any cases where retall dealers de-
manded a higher price for scarce goods. This may very well
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heve happened.

D. (Respondent 1s a student and had never been em-
ployed.)

E. While I was in Hungary, I preferred to live in the
city. Life in the city is always belfer and more com-
fortable, It had more pessibilitles for cultural enjoy-
ments than in the villages.

T thinlc that in Commmist Hungary, the agricultural
workers ate more and better food than clty workers.
The general standard of living was higher in the
villages #hen-in-ghe-seun~ and in the country.
Politically, it was wasler to live in the country
because the rural population was spreed farther apart.

When collectivization of the agricultural propertlies
uas firpt introduced in Hungary, I was too young o
have an opinion on 1t, but my present opinim on this
Mas it has been conducted in Hungary, i1s & very poor
one., The pessante were opposed to this program. 1
saw, many times, that the unharvested crop stood in
the rields in December, I think both small and middle
peasants objeated to collectivization in The same
gggrag.eg have not heard of any farm collectives beling
gsoclved.

As an agriwultural worker in Communist Hungary, I would
much rather work on & private farm/

The ideal agricultural system in an Indepandent Hun-
gary should be based on individual farming, f{ree mar-
keting with non-controlled prices, no compulsory de-
livery of crops and fairer taxation. The tractor sta-
tions set up by the Communists should not be abolished,
The mechinlzation of agricultura) should continue.
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XI. THE FOLITICAL LIFE

A. About the activities of the Communlst Party be-

fore 1048, I lmow what we have been taught in
school. I suspect that we have been given a very one-
sided account of the Hungarian Communist Party in

1916 end 1919, therefore I am unable to Torm & definite
opinion of my own, I think that the number of Gommunlsts

in Hungary before 1945 is very insignificant.

The vest majority of the Communist Party members
joined the Farty because they were afrald of logsing
their jobs. lany people joined in order to be abla o
have & career. Very few joined from convictions. I
have met Party members of all three types. The vast
majority of the Party members applawuded the actions

vords of the Party, but, at home, secretly, they
thought otherwise.

Th e policy of the Hungarian Communist Party always
shanged in compliance with the wishes of Moscow. There
were periods of open terror and perlods of appeasament.
In general, it can be said that from the time of the
20th Congress until 1956, there wae a thaw in the Comm--
unist Party polloy. The policy of appeasement cén pro-
bably be traced back to the fiet that the Communists in
Mosocar reclized they were headed for economic and poli~
tical disastor, I am not aware of any differences with-
in the Communist Party itself.

By Party morale, I mean the aoceptance of bhe Party's
policy by its members. It is my opinim that Party
morale haps been very low since the 20th congreass,.
Criticiam and difference of opinion wsre allowed within
the Ferty. Many people discontinued thelr membership.

I think that the top leaders of the Communist Party

are Conmmists by conviction., They believe blindly what
the Perty teaches., As individuals, they &re only
puppet:s &nd have no personality. They are evil and
diabolienl, Very few of them may have good intentdpns,
but be wnable to carry them through. gy have to obay
instrustions:—They are motivated, primarily, by material
Thew-heve-so-sbey gain and only secondarlly by personal
gain. They are very incompetent and scmetimes very stupid.
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The motives of the simple Party members are fear of
losing thelr jobs, the desire to have a career, and
a2 wish to live as comfortably as possible. Cn the
other hand, the motives of the top Communiste are
the desire for power and for unegualled good living.
When Hyngery regains her indepandence, the top
leaders of the Hungarian Communiste should be liquid-
ated the same way that they have llquidated many
thousands.

C. Every form of opposltion to Commmism could he
found in Hungary. There was dissatisfiactlion and
grumbling, production slowdowns, and even striles.

For example, in 1949, the workers in Cgepel went

on strille. The AVO was sent to suppreas thies strike.
It opened fire on the workers and killed sevarsl of
them. Sabotage was conducted mostly by worlkers and
very openly by the peasantry. Such oppositional behav-
ior was no secret to anyone in Hungayyd, especially
not when the persons concerned ware arrected for their
acts. All forme of oppositional behavior served to
increesse the unpugh ularity of the regime. The closer
we come to 19 e more frequent were the acts of
opposition, up tu 1048, pﬂﬁplﬂ dared to ocppose the

re more openly. With the increase of terror after
19485, the people darad less and less to volece their
dissatisfactions of the regime.

I have heard about the activites of tha intellectuals
bafore the revolution. In Humgary, the author, Zoltan
Zellc, wag the first one to bring up the question of
Hungarian wranium. lLater, the Petofl Clrcle tock over
this question and debated it in great detail.

I first heard of the Petofl Circle in January, 1956.
Some of the younz resistant professors at the uwnlver-
slty who were mewmbers of the Circle told us about its
meetinge and invited ug to attend some of thelr de-
bates. By the summer of 1956, the Fetofl Circle meet-
ings and ebates had become so popular that peocrple were
unable to ged in to them any more. Specizal ldentity
gards were issued only to Communiste and to old members,
These were shown before any one wat admitted to a
meeting. Still later, the meetings of this clrcle
were hanned entirely. A few months before the out-
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break of the revolution, the Petofl Clrcle was
again allowed to function.

There were certain signs of intellectual ferment

long before the Petofi Cirele. Ever since the 20th
congress, oriticiem within the Party was allowed.
Rumers could be heard of heated arguments and debates
at Party meetings. To prove that there was true free-
dom of opinion within the Party, non-members were
also allowed to attend some mﬂaﬁinga.

The activitlies of the intellectuals in Hungary were not
secret. Everyone lmew about them, especially after

the Irodalmi Usag began to publish articles of ¥

some of the intellectuals,

The signifilcance of the intellectual lieas, not so

much in what they sald, but rahher that they dared

to express what everyone else thought. I valued their

activity highly. They atarted the open opposition to |
the govemment and to the Communiste’ regime deaplte

the fact that they were glven precise instructions

on what to write and how to write it. I do not con-

sider them the leaders of the revolution, but they

ertainly paved the way for the revelution. I think

that they are practicaland reallstic people.

The young intellectuals twmned againafthe regime be-
cause they Imew very well what the pituation In Hungary
wae. They realiged that life in Hungary was guite 4iff-
erent from the reports submitted at Party meetings.
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XII. THE APPARATUS OF POIER

A. The Hungarian Communist secret police were cruel,
ruthless people. All traces of humaneness were carefully
eradicated from them. They were well paid to be loyal .
servants to the regime.

Not my family, nor my Tfriends, nod I have had any
personal contact with the AVH officers. None of us
was ever arrested. I had heard of only one AVH
officer who left the service, He was a second
lieutenant, He resigned and became a laborer, I ido
not lmow the reason for his resignation.

I do not think it 1is an eration to say that
Eommunlst Humgary was a coun of constant fear and
anxiety. Nobedy dared to speak openly because of
ormi-pregent AVH informers. The AVH kept practically
everyone under constant observation. When

18 independent, members of the AVH should either be sent
to the Soviet Union or executed.

The Hungardan Blue Police were somewhat more popular,
During the revolution, many of the Blue police fought
on our side. There were some Communists by convictlon
among the officers of the Blue polite, but they were
far less in number than those 1n the AVH.

I do not think that the Blue police operated as
effectively as the police force or the gendarmerle

of the Horthy regime., There may have been gome
corruption and bribery wathin the pollice force.

Durinz the Budapest fighting, the majority of the

Blue policemen sided with the revolution. During

the first demonstration an October 23rd, I personally
saw a traffic policemsn pin on the Hungarin national
colors, take off his white gloves and police arm

band, and slip in line with the other demonsirators.

On the oiher hand, there were several pollce men wno
did not let the students fin the national colors on
their coats. Later, when the national guards were
formed, blue policemen performed guard duty togehber
with students., On one occasion durlng the revolution,

I met & police srageant who told m2 that he had been =
offered a higher rank with the AVO, but he was unwill--—-
ing to accept it. When he rejected the promotion, he
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waes taken in to the AVO and severely beaten.

B. I did not have very much experlence with the
Hungarian courts, but I think that the civll courta
in non-political casee operabted fairly well, I am

toc young to remember what courts were like under the
Horthy regime. But, according to what my father told
me about the pre-war days, I do not believe the
Communist allegations of class Jjustlce are true.

I do not lmow anything about the people's cowrts which
were get up in 1045-47. I think that the war criminals
were gullty and tha their sentences were Jjust.

C. It is larpgely due to the ald and cooperation of
the Hungardisn army that the revolution of 1956 was
allowed to develop into what it did. The army pro-
vided fhg-azm ws the small arms, mmitions, and
heavy guns, At first, the soldiers were virtual
prigcners in their own barrakize. When they were
freed, they came to our assistance and fought with
us. This T know from personal experiance.

Troope stationed in eastern Hungary, did not parti-
eipate in the revolution to the pame extent as the troops
in Budapest or in the trans-Danubiam country. This

was due to the fact tha®t, in eastern Hungary, there

were very many Hungarin wmits under Russian command.

Practically all of the enlisted men, most of the
non~commisaioned officers and sh many offlcers,
openly sided with us. I do not know of any difference
in their conduct which can be attributed to class or

origin.

Some army groups did not jeoin the revolution because
they wers influsncad by thelr pro-Soviet offlcers.

I wasnot very much surprised by the ¢onduct of the
enlisted men, but I was surprised by the conduct of
the officers. That summer, I served one month in
compulsery military service. After experiancing the
manmer in which the offisers spoke Lo us then, it
venld have been very difficult to imagine that they
would fight with us against the AVO and the RUsslans.
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I believé that the conduct of The army ingeneral can
be attributed to the fact that enlisted men and officers
alige kmew very well how misersbly thelr parents were
living and working in the factories and on the farms,

I served in the Hungarian army for one month in the
summer of 1956. We were stationed in the barracks of
the ARMIRED troops in Nyidegrhaza. Training was
very stiff,food was very bad,and we had to do very
unreasonable exercises, For example,we had to march
for hours in gas-masgks. Sometimes we were loaded with
sand-bags and made to march for houre with such dead
wiight, OlUr training officers were mestly of industrial
worker origin,with & few peasants. They were appointed
by the Communist &Earty to attend speeial training
courses Tor officers. They prodably went very raadily
because this life appealed to them. They did not take
part in our exercises but looked on through field pglanses
from under a shady tree., Whereas we had long hours of
marching they were carried by Jeeps and cara, Their work
was comparatively easy and they recelved coneiderably
highar pay xEm= than they would have if they had remained
in thelr previous jobs.

The non-commiisaioned officers were moatly of peasant
origin, Af'ter thelr term of compulsory military service
expired they remained in the ermy probably bescause they
liked that life. They were not as well paid as the
officers and did not get as many benifits.

I do not know What were the real political views of the
officers and nocn-commlssioned offdcers. However, our
political oi'ficer was a true Communist., Previously he
had been a Party Seoretary in Hungary. He was sent to
the Soviet Unien for Gtraining and stayed there for over
three years. His rank was First Lioeutenant,but he had
already merved in the Soviet ermy before. Perhaps all
of the army officers and the majority of the non-
commiaslioned offlicers were Communlst Party members.

I think the majority of the officers were Party members
by convictlon.

It waa interesting to see thes difference in political
indoetrinetion in the army and in eivilian 1ife, In
the army we were told outright that their purpose 1s
to develop the Soviet military type on the basis of
Soviet THeoS and with the aid of the Soviet
lnion, e small arms we wera taught to use were

mada in the Soviet Union, In the first year we did
not get any trailning in bha use of heavr gunﬂ or
anti- Ej_d:rﬂrE guns. xEmIME : F R
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I do not know what the relations were between the
army officers and the regular enlisted men m. Ve
recieved speclal tréatment because we were performing
military service only in the summer months during
vacations. I now that ouwr officers recéived us with
hostllity and contempt. They told us they had been
waiting for us for the past ten monthe. They said

it 1= not enough for us to study and to go in for
sports in order to become good soldiers and officers.
They were very conceited about thelr profession and
thought that their experience was the peak of human
imowledge. According to r tions university studente
completding compulsory tary training d have
been allowed a ten minubte rest every howr and should
not be exerciped for more than eight hours a day. But
these regulations were not observed.

According to my experience the non-commiasioned offlcers
were much better than the officers.Wthen the officers were
not present they were fery friendly to us and did not
insist going through senselens exercipese. But if they

paw &n officer approaching they immediately resumed
their official tone.

I think that relations batween the officere and the
enlisted men improved condiderably during the
revolution. Those were exceptional times and an
of'ficer would very readily shake the =k hand of 2
simple soliier,and would not insist the his belt
and buttone be in order during the Zighting.

OUr officers could not be termed as Intelligent.They
were certainly very bad instructors. They lmew some-
thing about their owm professlion and did not care about

anything else.

In my expdrience the officers and non--commissioned
officers of peasant origin were much better than thoes
of industrial worker origin, Perhaps the officers and
Mxfixexriz non-commissiossd of'ficere who were Communist
bgﬁfnnvictiun were inelined to be more severe than the
others,

Some pecple did get opeclal treatment in the army.

For example one of my class-mates was the scn of &
colonel ,Whenever we marched out for exercises he

went mm. IT I s raayE i e e, had
done the ssme thing I would have been court-martialed.

We had six hours of political indcetrination and
seminars a weak.But we heard from the other soldiers
that the recruits who weren't students recelved twelve
hours of poiitical indoctrination a week.In general,the
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recruite did not like the political indooctrination
olagges. Duming such clagges and in seminay groups
they always took it easy. Soldiers were very bored
with these classes. Whenever if was possible they
gicipped them,

B. It is true that the unpopularity of the Russlan
army in Hungary is partly due to role that the
Russlansazmy played in £ equelching the Kosut
Rebellion in 1848. But in my épinion the umpopularity
of the Soviet army is due moatly to 1te econduet in

Hungary in 1945,

Tn 1645 I was only eight years old, Judging by what
the older people said aboult the Russians I was very
much afrald of them even before they came. Although
my father had not been in the army durdng the war
they took him away as a priconer of wer. He came
back home three months later only beaause he had
been able to esocape from & priscn-of-war camp in
Rumania, Once they trisd to molest my mother. They

raped two voung women livipg next-door.

Since 1945 the majority of the Russieng enlisted men
and officers came to lilkke our country and ouwr pesople.
Some of them were very friendly. On one occaslon in
1055 I was traveling by train. ke A Soviet First
Lieutenant gave his seat to an elderly Hungarian
woman, I started a conversation with him in Russlan.
He told me that the Russisns liked to be in Hyngary.
He also said that a Russian oouple %ﬁﬁfﬁ
had committed sulcide by Jjumping from oor
when they heard they ware being transfered to the
Soviet Union.

I think it alwaye depended cn the individual Russlan
how much he was liked. Probably this is the reason
the troopes which were stationed in Hungary for a
long time before the revolution were replaced by

the Russlans.

On another cocasion I met & Soviet First Lisutenant
who was & university professor back home. He was a
very intelligent man and his wife was very charming.
I met them in 2 club and I danced wlith the wife.The
husbend teld me that they liked being in Hungary very
much, THey only regretted that the Russians in
Hungary were 2o unpopular, He knew that this
was due to the conduct of the Russian soldiers in XX

1945.
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I have had no cother personal contact with Russians.

After 1945 the conduct of the Russian army gradually
improved. Simultantously the hoatile feelings of hhe
HAungarlan population also lessened to a certain estent.
But the econduct of the Russians in 1045 can never be
forgotten.

There wae very little contact Between the Soviet
Qecupation troops and the eivilian population.
The enlisted men and the non-commissioned officers
were locked vp in barracks. They were not allowed
to leave the premises except for military duty.
Somtémes they could be seen patrolling the streets.
There was somewhat more contact with the Russian
officers and thelr families. Usually they were the
ones who sought mmaftiz social relations with

lens. With intelligent Ruselans it was
poscible to maintein soclel relations. Otherwice
the Russian ohildren did not attend Hungarimn
schools but had schools of their own. I imow of
no marriages between Russlians and B, 1f
there wae any courtship at all it was limited to
officers and Hungarian women,but even these were
Very rare.

general impression of the Russlans 1s that

ey were Russlans firast and Communists only second.
They lifed living in : better than in the
S@oviet Union,They openly admitted that economic
and soecliel conditions in Hungary were much better
than home. Sulcides were frequent among them when
they were told they had to return home. The Rissians
whom I talked to lilked the Hungarilan people. I do
not know the opinion of the Russian enlisted men.

During the demonsatrations and the revolution I had
no contact with the Russians other than fighting.
But I don't think there was any difference between
the conduct of the Russian officers and the Russina
men, Their conduet always depended on the individual,
I did not eee any older men among the Russians, The
ones who were here before November 4 were Ulkranians
and white Russians,

L e e L B BT e e, T R T EY TR

THere was a great difference between the conduct

of the troops which had been stationed in Hungary
for a longer time and the troops which were freshly
brought in. The new troops were strictly prohibited
from talking to Hungarians. I once Bpoke &0 a
Ruesian who arrived only three days before. His
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answers were very nude ané reluctant. He wan not
willing to tell me where he came {rom or when he
arrived. He condidered everyone wiho asked him
guestions a spy. On the other hadd the troops
whieh had been stationed in H fpr a longer
time were firlendlier, For example,in Budapest I
saw one such Russian get in line and wait for his
turn in front of a bread shop.

Imyself saw two Russlan tanks desert and fight on
our side against the AVO. This was on October 30
in Parléament Square,These game two tanks turned
their guns against the other Soviet tanls later.
The orews of these tow tanlks were very hungry.
The eivilian population showered them with food.
But one of the Ruasian officers inaisted that we
ghould not think that he is fighting on our side
just because mxdmxhwmpe they are hungry and we
have given them food.

I personally do not lmow of any cases of individual
brutalisy by Soviet soldiers. toward Hungarians
during the ravolution.

E. A typleal burocrat with whom I had contact was
the Party Secretary at our university. He was very
much disliked.Very often he came to work late and
drunk, He gpent fowr or five howrs in the office
doing nothing and then went home., His salary was
1200 forints a month. He was 27 years old and
single, He wanted to 2um force hls secretery to

merry him,

This Parpyy Secretary had juripdietion over all the
setudents and assltant professors at the university.
fhe regular professors dld not belong under his
Jurdlsdiction but they toeo feardd him because he
was spylng on everyone there. He would sometimes
come mk to claess and stroll arcund while the
asalstant professor or prelessor was lecturing.

He would examine some of the books and notes of
thie students,and sometimes even the notes of the
agsletant professors. He did not do any productime
work. Ha wes merely a spy of the Communist Party at
the wniversilty.

F. If a person had influence or money it was sometimes
possible to circumvent sovernment regulations, For
example the child of a university professor or Party
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Seoretary had no difficulty at all in enrolling in any
university, It was also possible to gilve a 500 forint
bribe to the Pargy Secratary at the university and then
the students concarned did not have to undergo an
entrance examination. I lnow of one suoch case at our
wniversity and thare probably are more. If our Farty
Secretary had been caught sccepting & bribe I don't
think anything would have happened tcohim. The Communisis
wera caraful to mvoid compromising their own people.

¢.In Hungary we had a worit m which cen best describe
such people as the tep officers of the AVH, This word
was "Barbarian specilalists.” They were not at all
dmtelligent . They only Imew semething about thelr
ovm Pield . From the point of view of the H ian
Communist government the top officers #f the AVH
$ymwere competant and well trained. Requiréments for
edmigsion to the offciers school of the AVH wers
very Btilf. Procpective candidates had To under-go

g2 stiff entrance éxaminaticn, After that came a one
monthy training ==k courase/ Thesmxeom the purpose of
which was to test the candidates both mentally and
physically., If they passed the one menth treining
course they had to under-go stiff military Training
for gix months in a militery camp. then ecould
thgy attend olasses et the pchodl for offlcers
in Budapest.

I think that the hefghsehigher leadership of the
Hungarian army st have been fairly efficient and
competent. I do not know sbout the Russlan urm{
leadership. The top offlcials in Hungarian public
adminiptration were probably mors intelligent than
the top officers of the AVH or the Hungarlan army.
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XIII . ASSESSMENTS BB OF FUTURE PROSFECTS FOR HUNGARY

A.In the next few years Hungary will very likely
share the fate of the Baltic ptatas. I foresee &

very ced fubure for Hungary. Only & third worlkd

'gﬂr or effective United Nations action can halp
er.

I think that Kadar will soon be replace by another
Soviet trained Hungarian, The Hungarian government
will continue along the Stalinist linea, MNo
concesglons are likely to bé made,

Outside Hmpary the Wéstern world is behaving
very paeively, Teey are afraid of war. The Soviet
Union realises this and 13 reaping the advantages
of the situation,

When I left Hungary in November 1956 I hoped that the
United Stetes or the United Natioms.would send us
affective help, Now there is only a slight hope that
when and if the Hear East crisis is settled public—
attention can again be focused on Hungary and some-
thing can be done by the United Natians in her behalf/

1 do not desgire a war between the United States ana
the Soviet Union because of the larﬁa axin sgale
butehering 1t would result in, But I think that the
people at home would rather zimixiim face the risk of
war than to continue living under the present
elrewnstonoes. leverthelese,I think that war belween
the hited States and Soviet Union 1B very p able.
It may bpeak out very easily because of the lear
East or beceuse the loscow leaders will want to
curb the rapid decline of Commmism by starting a
new war.

International pressure agalnst the Soviet Union
would help, For example, joint resolution by all
lnﬂg shoremens uniong not to load Soviet ships
would probably be much more effective than any

action the United fitshms Netions could mxicex adopt.
The United Nations ap it exists today is too wealk
and serves no practical purpose.

On the baesis of what 2 friend who lived feoxr thiree
years in Soviet Union told me I hope that some internal
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CHAIIGe will cccur im there which will lead to a
settlemant of the Fastern European problem.,

B.During the past ten years the situation in

wes gradually becomdng more and more oriticsl. The
peapants were being orushed by the evar-inoreasing
burden of taxation. The industrial workers were
being completely exploited by low wages and labor
competitions. Ev g at home thought that this
canmot go on much longer, Ve always hoped for some
international change which would effect us as well,
Everyone constantly thought "Semething must happen
next year," @k The time limit was constantly being
extended,
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XIV. SOCIAL,POLITICAL AND ECCNOMIC IDEOLOGY

A When Hungary regains her independence I thinic she
ghould become a demooratic Republic in the VWestern
penge of the word,

B, In an independent Hungary the heavy industries
ghould be entirely reorganized, It 1s now geared
entirely to Soviet military and economic demands,
It should be geared to only Hungarian conditions
and resouwrces. I think 1t would be well to expand
the Hungarlaen machine industry and the production
of tool machinery. There is a great future for the
Hungarian aluminum industry because of their pexk
great deposits of \ «Uranium exports will
also cont ribute considerably to our economy, All
national enterprises,farm cooperatives and ptate
farms should be abollghdd,

In an indeoendent Hungary I am opposed to all fooms

of nationalization. This refers not only to the

nationalization of industries but also to the

nationaligation of transporsation facilities. The

Gyor-Soorony railroad was the only privately owned

and operated cne in Hungary,but it operated much

better and with a greater profit than the Hungarian

gtate rallways did.Neither heavy nor light industries |
should be natichalized. However the large estates |
ghould not be returned to their previous owners,

Such land should be distributed among the sants

who have no land, The owvmers should get a limited

compensation, I would set the maximum of land one

famlly oould ovn at sbout 50 cadostrel yoles.

Mechanization of farms should continue, Compulsory

surrendering of erops should be abolished and

discriminating tazation of the farmers should also

be abolished.

If I were to choose between a political system which
gives no freedomto the people but it insures a fairly
high standard of living and ocne which gives only
freedom without insuring a high standard of living

I would choose fresdom. Once freedom im insured
everyone can make a living.

In an independent Hungery I would be in favor of
outlawing the Communist Party. It has a long record
of gubversive amtivities and cemmot be trusted.,
However I think it would do more harm to outlaw
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Pellow Travelers organizations than to tolerate them.

C. I think that ideally & neutrality llke Austia's
would be the best for Hungary. Ve would be restrlcted
neither by the East nor West. I Paver only dipaomatic
relations with the Soviet Uniong,and only diplomatic
and cultural relations with the other Eastern
European countries. MHlltary relatiocns are quite

out of the stion because of Hungary's neutrality.
Trade reletions are also out of the questlon because
if the other Eastern European countries should remain
Soviet satellites with fxxtwisccidlist eccnomy it is
almost lmpossible to trade with them. I am in favose
of cloge trade and oultural redations with the ohher
Eurcpean countries and with the United Statea.

T first heard about a federation of Danublmn states
in my history studles. Thig idea =t was originated
by =rom S in 1548. At the unlversity ow
aspistant professor of larxlsm was of the opinion
that a Danubian fedleratlon is a very sound idea
but cannot be achelived wmder the Soviet system,
I too think that such a federaticn can be accomplished
only after Communism has been over-thrown. I thini
1t # 15 very possible In that caps,end very desirable.
But I would not very much lilkke being in a federatlon
of thie kind together with Czechoslavakia and Rumania.
I feel very strongly about them becmase of thelir
conduct during the Hungarian revolution, Also the
Czechs are very chauvinistiec people. For example,
when an Hungarian chéor went to perform in
Czechoslavalcta a few years ago as a regult of the
Czechoslovaic-Hungarian cultural sgreement ihe
audience threw epms and tomatoes at them, It seeus
that the Czechs were afrald that such performancesa
kingle the ifmn --rtﬁlr-l-*i'l'-iﬂt'-t-'i,- ' t
patriotism of the large Hungar minor
gﬂenhnulﬂmﬂkdn.whinh.thﬂ government would like to
lovaklze.,

I think the idea of the Danublan federatlion is lmowm
only to the Hungarian intelligensia at home. The
great wajority of the Intelligemnela would probably
be in faver of ik such a federation,

I do not find the pressnt boundarles of Hungary
acceptable. We should get back all the territaries

we had before 1045, But I don't thinlc that the
nelghboring countries would return these territories
of thelr ovm free will. But there msy be a EimEmEchance
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to settle the terrdtorial disputes in East Europe in the
course of a general settlement after the third world war,

I am concermed about the Hunpgarian minorities inthe
nelghboring countries. They are rapidly losing thedir
nationality.

I think that these prohlems are important. not only to
me, but to everyone in Hungary. We have hiatoric rights
to the territories which have been taken away from us
and they should be returned to us.
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XV. THE FORMATION OF PUBLIC OPINION

A, I heard about khruschev's secret speech over the

Hungarian broadeoasts of the forelgn radioces. The Hungarin

pregs, at that time, seuid brought only Khruschev's pub- 4
lic speech, Even thée Soviet radio gave more detalls than

the Hungardan press or radioc did.’

The Coomunist press wrote about Senator HeCarthy and the
Senate investigation commlttee, He received much abuse [rom
the Communist press. The only time he was praised was when

he made a speech about granting equal riphts to Negroes,

I do not lmowr who Peron is.

We lmew practically nothing about Rakeel's private life,
All we lmew wap that he was very c¢losely guarded.

B, During the war, my father subscribed to a Protestant
newspaper called Ag Ut, for a dally Hungerisn newspaper

and for the Sport Ujeag,., The only magazine I remsmber at this
time was the Futar. It was a German spongered Hungarian
magazine which appeared in 1944, My father also read detectilve
stories and movels. I think that father was satisfied

with the kind of books and publicatione which were then
n:gglahln because he had a large variety from which to
choose,

Under the Commmist regime, we subseribed to-the following
newapapers: Az Ui, Szabad Fold, S=abad-Hepy-2 liepszava,
and, later, to the Szabad Nep. We didn't read everything in
these papers, but we kept check on domegtic and foreign
political developments. Up wntil about 1948, it was
possible o accept as rellable what the newspapers wnrote,
From then en, foreign radlo broadcasts werae the only
apthenticated sowrce of information., Roports and articles
on foreign, political and economic developments could

be trusted least of all, Simple facts, such as "Vishinsky
is now in London” could be trusted, but not the detalls
concerning the purpose or the result of sush a visit. In
general., what wase in the newspapers served 28 a basis

for comparison with the bréadeasts of the foreign stations,

Neither my family nor my Sriends ever read any foreipgn
Commumnist publications,. Yugoslay publications were not
available after 1948, but then for a ghort time in 1954, |
Publirationg from the Soviet Union and other satellite
countries were always available.
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We did not read any legal publications from the West. I do

not think that any such piblications were available. The

only Western publication I read while still in Hwngary, |
was a small Hungarisn broghure which the Hyngarisn sports- |
men (athletes) brought back from Austria. It gave a de-

tailed account of the Hungarian Party and its activities.

We read many fletion books which were base placed on

index by the Communigts. It wae dangerous to do so. Ip

you were ocaught with such booke in your possession at |
the unoversity, you were given two warnings and expelled

from the university the third time, Otherwise, there was

not much secrecy about the pospsession of suoch books.

People did not destroy them, but kept them in their boolr-

ugﬁg. Frequently, they borrowed such books from wh each

u L7

I did not attafh much importance %o the news which I |
heard by word of mouth, I considered the fareign radilo

broadcasts more reliable, but I did get some interesting

political information from the Hyngarisan athletes who

were in Austria, England, and Itsly. Among other things,

the Hungarian footbal players told me that they were

forced to lese to the Russiane twice. I usually slways

paesed along, by word of mouth, the news which I heard

over the radio. Haturally, I gave such informaticn only

to meki& rellable friends and students.

F. The cinema was the cheapest form of recreation. I
went several times a week. In general, meny Budapest
university students preferred to go to the einema and
skip Folitleal indoctrination classes. We got to the —
theatre about once every two weels, and to copera and o=
operettas. I did not mee any Russian films, that is, not
a8ince 1945,

Two films which I lilted most wers, a British film called
"Storm over Italy" and a Yugoslav £ilm, "A Wight of Terror”.
It is very difficult to chcose the two plays which I

liked best. They would probably be "Rigeletto” and

"La Traviata",
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¥XVI. EVENTS OUTSIDE HUNGARY

A, Certain signs indicated thepinner disintegration

of the Soviet Union is in progress, Thia is the opinlion
of a friend who spent three years studying in Moscow.
Others also share his coplnion.

I think that both Soviet workers and Soviet peasants are
opposed to Commmism. The higher intelligentsia is pro-
bably satisfied with the pmsent conditions in the Soviet
Union. They are the cnes who daerive the most advantages
from the regime.

I think that this changef in the Soviet Unim will come
in the form of a graduval liberation. The possibilitles
of a revolution are very reel remobe. Russia is too
big for a revolution to succeed Papidly.

If free elections were to be held in the Soviet Union,

I think that the Communist regime would be overthrown
and a socialist-democratic government would come to rule,
I think that the top leaders of the Soviaet Commumlst
Party are mail robbers, gangsters, and similar people.
Their personal motives are world domination and material
gain, They are not really human beings, I don't think
any of them has a family life. There is no basic d4diff-
erence betyeen the Russian and the Hynmarian top Comm-
unist leaders.

B, From among the countries mentloned, Foland and

Esst (learmany are the mozt popular in Hungary., The least
popular are Czechoslovakia and then Bulgaria. Hungarian
sympathy Tor Poland and Peles 1ig almost traditional.
Germans are respected for thelr ashievements in sclence
and for thelr character. The Czechs are disliked because
of territorial disputes and becasue of their ceonduct
during the recent revolution. Hungary has had very little
contact with Bulgaria,

I have had practically no contact with theee cowntria g.

If free elections were to be held in these countrels, I
think that the Commmists would be overthrown in all
countries with the exception of Bulgaria and Czechoslo-
vakia. These countries are more in favor of Communism
then the others.
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1 think that the standard of living is highest in
East Garmany, segond hiphest In Czechoslovakia and
lowest in Bulgaria and secondloweat in Rumania.

¢, At first, 1t appeared that the Comullea government
in Ppland represents a definitiéve change, but now it
seeme that Comulka is another Communist pupgat.
Before the H ian revolution, I thought that PVland
would be the first satellite country to free herselfl

of the Sovet Union, but now, I think that this is en-
tirely out of the question. I think the Sgwlet govern-
ment will tolsrate Gomulka for z short time and , later,
will replace him with another MoBgcow stooge. Gomulla

is already showing a tendency to strengthen Polish ties
with the Soviet Union.

Events in Poland most positively affected the events in
Hyngery. The whole Hyngarian revolution started as a
sympethy demonstration toward the Polish students, but

I don't think thats after October, 1956, events in Poland
had any influence at all on the events in Hugary.

I have not heard that more freedom had been granted to
the Polish people a year before Gomulka's rise to power.

Despite a great loss of Hungarilen life, and the prbsent
situation now in Hungary, I prefer our ravolution as
it happened to the course of events in Poland,

D, Marghal Tito can be called the origlnalor of
national Communism. Natlonal Communicm remains basieally
Communism, hut she-3e with less terror and more inde-
pendence fooum Moscow.

My opinion of Tito is that he is a2 very crafty politician.

He tries to reap benefits from both sddes, His relations
with the Soviet Union were very friendly up until 1948.
He wes then excommunicated from the Communist flock.
After Stalint's death, the Soviet Union took pains to
appease him, Since the Hyngarian revolution, and events
in Poland, relations between the Soviet Union and Yugo-
slavia are agian somewhat stralned.

Tlteo's relations with the other satallite countries is
always influenced by his relations with Moscow. Perhaps,
since the revolution, =elestens-betwoer-Hungary-and
sha-Beviet-Uaten there 1s more sympathy for Hungary in
Belgrade. I do not lmow anything of Tltclem in the
aatellite comtries. I did not hear that Rajk wzs a
Titoisat.
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I think thaet Tito is very popular at home and condi-
tionas in Yugoplavia were sompswhat better than in Hungary
before the revolution. I hase my opiaion on some infor-
mation I received from Yugoslav students studging at our
univeralty and from a H ian newspaper reporter who
vislted Yugoslaval in 1050b,

E. I do not lmow how and why the Communists gained
control of Chima,

It is probably true that Communist China is more in-
dependent of llosoow than the other satellites. This 1s
becasue China is much greater then any other patellite

country.

I think that both the Anglo-French and the Israell in-
vasion of Egypt were ¥ mistakes. Egypt had no right to
nationalize the Suez Canal bacauseé she was bound by
1n§§rn:§15nal agreéementa to let the eanal remain inter-
national.

Were it not for the events in Egypt, I ihink that our
revolution would have had a much h&%tar chance for
sutcass.

F. I think that the standard of living in VWestern
Germany is the highest in all Europe.

Germany may very likely sp-the-eapu be the cause of

the outbreak of Werld War III, The wnification of East-
ern and WEetern Germany 1s a possible cause of a world
war or, one may ariege if a revolution braaks out in Eapgt--
en Germany and Whsterm Ggrmany goe€ To 168 asslstance.

I approve of the re-armament of Western Germany and
at least, there will be & military foroe on the
European continent vpon which one can raly, I Chink
that the arméd forces are stronger then those of
either (Gpeat Brbtaln or France., The length of com-
puls military service in the West Ggrman army is
probably three years,

I consider the Germen cccupation of Hungary more dan-
gerous, but the Soviet occupation was more dlstasteful.
The Oerman army was, by fezr, the more disciplined. The
Soviet army is unquestionably the moat unpopular,

G. I know very little about the British Labor Party.
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With raspect to a higher standard of living, Oreat
Britain oomes first, West Germany second, Soviet
Unicn thied, Italy fourth, and Greece {ifth. Dgypt
ia preobably the last.

H. On my arrival in the Unlted States, the thing that
most surprisad me was the comparatively high standard

of living.

I thinlk the primary aim ef the US foreimgn policy
should be to liberate the satellites from Commenist rule,
I do not think that the pesent foreign policy of the US
government 1s forceful enough. I don't thinlkk the US
government ghould give loans to such countrds as Yugo-
slavia , Poland, It would be best to sever all relations
with Kadar and his government. My views on these ques-
tions have not changed since my arrival here.

The people in H would like to see more Western
visitors and espec vy writers, reporters, politicians,
statesmen and even aimple Tourlats. Eefore goling to

Hyngary, visltors ghould be told to see, not only tha

alght which the government offiolally shows them.

They should go everyshere and see everything for themselves.

The people &t holime would most certelnly like to get
Western publications. These should be sent to the rural
population and to the industrial woerkers. It would be
& good ides to use universlty students as distributors
of such matexrial.

I think it would be advisable to have Hungarian axiles
asgoclated with such actlvities as the informatlon to
visitors and the sending of publications. The people at
home would &t least see that we had not forgotten them,

I was too young to lmow much about the larshall Plan at
the time 1t wasg launched. I know about this only from
what I have been told, at political orientation classes,
I don't thinic that the Communist version of the larshall
Pijan is the ri ohe. Up to now, I have reser ved

Judgemen®y on 1t.

It iz not quite clear to me why Americaz became Iin-
volved In the Korean War. I am not willing to accept
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the Conmunldst versgion of this question.

J. 1 think that the Ull hag shovn itself to be too
weal, but, instead of abelishing the UN, it should

be re-~organized to be more effective. In the fall and
winter of 1956, the UN was too afraid to act, It should
have sent troops to Hungary. I had not much hope for
effective UN action in the near future,
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XVII. INOWLEDGE OF AND ATTITUDES TOWARD SELECTED PERSORALITIES

A. The greatest living Myngerian i1s probably } Imre Nagy.

B. I do not doubt that Imre Nagy was a true Hungarian
and that he had the interests of the Hungarian people
at heart, but on Hovember 4th, he hesitated too long.
He should not have ordsred the army not to resist tThe
Russian invasion.

Cardinal Mindszenty 1s a great man and a religlous and
honest person, He 18 alepo a2 good politiclan, but he
happens to be & Cardinal and this malteg him inoompat-
ible to any public office.

laszleo RajJk is a dirty buml

I do not lmow any words strong enough Lo expraas my
feelings about Erno (ero and Janos Xadar.

Pregldent Eisenhower, I think, is a good statesman,
but he should be mere Povceful with respect to the
Rusdians, Secretary Genaral Hﬂmmnra] old could have

done more for Humgsry, probably, in 1956 if he had
wanted to. He was too afraid that he would inecwur the

displeasure of the Communlats.

I do not know much about State SSeretary Dulles. I
thinlke US foreisn pelicy depends morse upon Pregident Elsenhower,

Prime Minister Eden was a good statesman, but he made
a great blunder when he attacked Egypt.

I do not kmow much about President Truman.

I kmow that Mikoyan is a top member of the Soviet
Commmaist Par%y, but I do nct lnow anything more about
him,

Frime Miniptr Nehru is a very interssting person and
a good statesman who is trying to maice hay while the
spun shines.

I heard about Generalissimo Chilang i=l-Chek at the
time of the Eorean war. I heve not formed a definite
opinion about him,
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acoprding to our history books, Prime Hinlster

Ferenc wanted to sell our country to the West.

I do not muah more about him, but I do not think

he would malke ansshe® good Prime Minlster.

I, of course, have heard about President Roosaevelt, but
I was too young at the time he dled to have an opinion,

Chancellor Adenauer is an excellent statesman,

otalin was a dictator. I did not Kike him,

To hell with Malenicov!

Franco 1s also a dlctator and I don't llke dlctators.

Bevan 1s ena of the leaders of the Eritish Labor Party.
I do not lmow much about him.

Kruschev is a dirty bum.
We have already discussed Psron, and Tito.
idlotov is the same as the other top Conmunists.

Dllenhauver is the leader of the German Social-Demooratic
Party. I éo not lmow much about him,

Churchill is the greateat statesman of our times.
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XVIII. ATTITUDES TOWARD EXTLES AND EXILE ACTIVITIES

A, The persons who had to leave Hungary were primarily those
who had to {ear retaliations because they partifipated

in the fighting. Also, the people who had been perse-

cuted for thelr politicsl beliefs, or who had been

Treed from prisons. And Tinally, the peoplas who were

Gired of living uvnder conditlons which emdss eaxisted

dur the Commmist regime. The majority the people

were from the intellectual class and under thirty years of age.

Very few of the peaple who stayed in Fungary did so
because they liked the regima. The majority of them
wae elther unable to come out or had to stay because
of family or other ties. I pity the people who stayed
at home. Thelr situwation is much more difficult

then oursa. I do not Imow of anyone who could have come
out, but preferred to stay in Hungery. The majority of
the pecple at home are relieved to know that the
refugees are at least safe and they understand the reason
for our leaving. There may be a very few people at home
who despise us and consider us to be cowards.

B, While I was in HUngary, I did not have any know=-
ledge of tho politicel organizations and parties in
exlle nor about Hyngarian peliticans.

Since my arrival in the US, I bhave had contact only
with the Federation of Hungerian Freedom Fighters
headed by General Bela Keral.

1 have heard about tha existence of the Hyngarian
latlanal Counecil and of the Americen-Hungarian Fed-
eravion only here In America,

e have already discunsed Peranc Nagy.

Charles Feyer was & soclal-democratic leader in
Hungary who was very often denounced as a traltor
by the Commumist press.

Hilklos Kallal was at one time Prime Minister of
Hyngary. I heard about him at home. but I do not
mow anything about him,

Admiral Horthy wae the governor of Hungary. We heard
runors of his death several times £t home, but he has
dled recently, since my arrlvel in the US.
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. I do not lmow anything about the activities of the

lan exiles who had left the country bdbelfcora
1950, I don't think they were able to accomplish
much for Hungary. They probebly did all they ecould
namely, they steged demonstrations here in the Wast-
ern countries in order to arouse public eopinion against the
Soviet Unicn.

C. I personally do not lmow anyecne who had left Hungary
after 1945 and then returned to the country, but I

have heard of such casesa., I think these people re-
gretted very much having returned to Humgary, They
probably returned because they were homesick or had
close friaends-e® relatives living here (Hungary). I

do notlmow what the purpose of the Communist "Come
homel" program was. Anyone whom the Communists could
lure home was consgidered a fool in Hungary.

D. I think that the people in Hungary would like to
know how the exiles are faring here in the US, They
should be informed about the sctivities of the Humo
garian organizations in exile. The exiles, themselves,
should remain united, They should stage demonstrations
ageinast the Soklet Unlon every weel in front of the
Soviet lepation.

Here in the US, I am willing to enter or join only
such exlile organizations as those whose purpose or
ﬁmms conform with the political viaws and be-
efa of the refugees. I am already a member of the
Federation of Hyngalan Freedom Fightera headed by
General Bela Eedlal Keral., This organization should
unite all Hungarian exiles, It chould keep alive our
paiblotism and should focus public attention on
the situation in Hungary, I have no objection to
earlier Hungarian exiles in thi s organization, as
long as they are not Hungaian Fascists, that is
members of the Hungerian firing party.

1 do notimow very much about the Hungarian political
part¥en and especially nothing about these in exile,
My only opinimn about them is that they should unite
and not quarrel amonga! themselvas,

In Hungary, during the revolution, we Imew all
about the revival of the political party: The
Hungarian Small-Holders, ths Peasant Party, and
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the Social-Demoeratic Party were especially very sctive.

I appreve of the activities of these parties. They were

g:gdeﬁ. Our plans were to hoid elections on a2 multi-party
Bis.

Very few Hungariang who were living in exile at the time of
the revolution were able to return to Hungary to talke part
in the revival of the political parties,

B, I think I shall return to Hungary as soon as the
present regime collapges, but if Communism is overthrown,
before I finish my studles, I shall probably remain here
until I have completed them,

If 1 remain In the US for a considerable time, gef married
here end have children, T think I shall insist upon my
childen's learning Hungarian.
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XIX., AUDIENCE REACTICH TO RADIC AND LEAPLETS

A. While I was in Hungary. I listemned reguwlarly to

RFE., VOA, PARIS radio and Spanish broadcasts. All of these
broadcasts were jammed. RFE operated on several wave lengths
similtaneously. I lmow from & class-mate who was the son of

a member of the Central Committee of the Communist Party,

that the Hungarian government always left one wave length
unjammed in order to enable Party officlals and the monitoring
service to listen to broadcasts, The wave length whi which was
left wnjaemmed was always changed for each broadeast.

Gensrally, I listened to the Hungalan breadessts of these
stations. Rarely, would I listen to the English language
broadecasts also, I listened to the foreign radio regularly
once or twice a week. Usually, on Saturday or Sunday. That
was when ye had the most time to listen. But during the |
revolution, we ppent six anc seven hours a day beslde the
radio, What I heard, I always told my friends who were
reliable. And I was always by them informed about what
they had heard.

T listened to these radio broadcats over my own radio,
sometimes 10 or 15 students would gather in dur room
to listen to them. We usually losked the door or set
one man out in the corridor to keep guerd, I always
heard about the Western biroadeasts from others, but
such accouni® of Vestern broadcasts, I did not consider
reliable, I preferred to hear for myselfl.

There was some risk involved in listening. On one
occasion, a student informed on us, The director of
the student hall warmed us that if this recccurred,
we would be expelled, I dontt think the risk inveolved
deterred anyone from listening. In 1956, evedyone
dared to listen more opanly.’

The rezular broadeasts in Hungarian were very useful
because they informed the people € at home about events
abroad and also in Hungary.

I preferred the Hungarian programs of the VOA because
these ?rugramﬂ were the most impartial and exact, but in
eneral, the naws services of all stations were reliable,
formed this opinion by comparing the news broadcast by
the foreign radio with sunsequent events and with the
news meterial of the Hungarian radio and of the Commmist
press.
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The Hungarian broadcasits of the forelgn radio statlons
were very effective. They informed the people at home
about news events whlch they otherwise would never have
heard about. During the revolution, the foreign radio
was of very valuable service to the insurgents, They
explained the aituatlon at home and the international
gituation, They also gave some much needed advice, The
for eign broadcasts contradicted the lies broadcast
over the Hungarian radic. They also demounced the
charges of the Communistes that the revolution in Budapest
H‘iﬂ th: uprising of anti-revolutionary reactionargsy
elemants,

It ia true that the broadcasts of RFS and of other
Western stations helped to ineite the Hungarian people.
They promised Weatern help.

I think that RFE should continue its broadecasts into
Hungary. Its news service at home 18 very valuable and
much needed. IT operates on many wave lenpgths and
pecnle are sometimes able to hear the breadecaste of
RFE when other programs are unable to get through.

There 18 no need for such ltems as for example, the
opinicn of "GOalikoz". Unbiaged, accurate straisght news
about political and economic events 1eg of moat impor-
tﬂnﬂﬂi

B. I have never heard the initials NEM nor about the
tumlve damands.

C. I have sean Fres Hurope presg leaflets peveral times
at home, Such leafleits were brought to Hungary through
gecret channels or were thrown from ballcons over Hungary.
1 recelved such leaflets from a university classmate
geveral times, but he was nat willling to reveal to me

how these came into his possessicn, From '54 to '56 I
recelvad such leaflets gbout ten times. They eontained
anti-Communist propaganda. I received £haes them under the
condition tla ¢ I pass it along. I did so.

There was condiderable risk involved in pielcing up or
distributing or passing on such leaflets. I remember that
in 1950 when I was still quite youngz, some workers found
anti-Communist leaflets in the outskirts of the villages.

We all read these leallets, they charged the H ian
government with building soccialism with the sid of prisoners
and prison labor. A eonsclientious Commumist worker reported
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this incident to the AVO. The AVO came, confiscated
the leaflets, arrested several of the workers, and
almost arrested us also,

I do not think that such dangers prevented Hungarilans
from picling up or pessing on ills leaflets. It was
most dangerous tc pass on such 1 te in 1950-51-52, -
ATter 153, it becams lass dangerous, that is the punlch-
ment was not aes severe as before.

I think it i1s not necessary to drop such leaflets iInto
Hungary. The radio 1s a much more reliable and safer
means of commanication. It only infuriastes the Hungar-
ian Commmist police. I do not think they are useful.

The effacts of these leafle tp were about the same as
the effects of radio. However, these leafaets were not
g0 wide spread and thorefora, not as effective ag radio.

I think that RFE Bhould oontinua %o send Free ]
leaflets into Hungary, but not inéé to the citims,

only into rural areas. There, many of the people do

not have radices and therefaore, are not as well informed
as in the cities. I think 1t is more dangerous to throw
such leaflets over citles or the outakirts of cltlés,
The leallets should oontain a realistic and accurate
account of internationel events and appralpals of the
international sltuation. Anti-Commumist propaganda is

hardly necessary. Hews

D. The primary aim of all Weatern organizations whioh are

broadeasting newe and sgending publicationa into Hungary,
is to free Hungary and other satelllte countries from
the Communlats., I do not see any difference in the
motives of the verious Wgstern organizations.
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IX. CHILD REARING AFD DISCIPLINE

A. It is most espential for children to refeive a
rellglous education. This means that they will also
be taught to honor and respect their parents and to
obey them. It ghould also be that they are made aware
of politiczl values.

It is necessary to discipline children, but parents and
educators should resort to physical punishment ap 1ittle
as posslble, I don't think there should be any differance
in the treatment of boys and girls with respest to dlsel-
pline. But as childéren grow older, physical punishment
should be replaced with persuasicn,

I wap elght years old when, on one occasion, I went to
glay football without permisalon., I atayed away for a long
ime and was late for supper. When I got home, I received
two big slaps from my father. I heard bumngz pounds in
my ears for two days. Otherwise, I was us punished

by my mothee,

Among my acquaintgances, children of alx years or older
were usually pumished by the mother. The pex of the
children did not malee any difference in this respect.

But ai'ter a cettain age, it was usually the father who
punished the chlidren, I don't think this varied according
to soclal classes.

In our famlily, physical punishment was abandoned when
I wag wight yvears old. Otherwise, physical punishment
in general, is abolirched, for boys, about the age of
ten and, somwhat earlier for girils.

Punishment, in general, is abolished at the age of 18

for boys and 15 for girls, but this varles sccording to
soclal claspes. The rule I mentioned applies mostly

for the children of the intelligentsia. In the peasant

and industrial workers families, the punishment of children
somatimes continues beyond this age.

I don't think that Communliam has brought any changes
in the frequency, lkind or type of parentzl punishment,

Under Communism, physical punishment for children has
been abolished for a2ll children in schools. Instead of
physlcal punishment, the children are punlshed by scolding,
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or* by open criticism before the entvire class or before
a Communist youth orzganization group. In more earious
cases. the children are expelled Trom school or barred
from the youth organization,

I thinlk that a trus Iriend should share his trouble and
wealth alike. It must be that friends have kindred sould.
They must be diligent, intelligent, good sports, reliablem
dependable, truthfTul. They must have a gense of humor and
lilte to havs a good time,




