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Background. As a member of the former middle-class, respondent
was prevented from bettering his edusation at the university
level. Portunataiy for him, he discoversd & valuabla technical
ability in the féeld of elsctriwity and did his best to go ahsad
in that dirsction. ALs long ae# he worked, the rogime could not do
anything against him.

Charaoter.- After his father's death, regpondent remainsd cloae
to his mothar, who provided Wim with a good education at homa.
This seems to hars counter-balanoed the possible harmful effectia
of Communiat sndoctrination, and on the whole, respondent is &
well-balanced young man with both fest on the ground. He has a
nositive outlook on things and persons, and doés not sesm to have
too mush trouble to adjust himself o his new environment. At the
same time, he is very aware of his céuntry's tragedy, and feels
he hadé a mission to fulfi1ll in explaining te the Americans why
the Fungarian peoplée rejsoted Communism in all its manifestations,
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II+ MAJOR SALIGHCE (UBSTIOR

The Americana should know first what caussd the atmosphere which

lead to the revolution in Hungary-Then theay should know how the

Ruasisaa intervened twice in our affailrs, esspecially on November L, 19%6,
and how thay trampled down the freadom won by the Fungarian psople.



CHRONMOLOBY
TI1. GERGNSXR® OF PRRSONAL EXPLURIVNCES DURING TRE REVOLUTION.

Sinse October 10, 1956,1 was in cell no.5 la the Budspest Milltary
prison at lMénessi-ut 28. I had hit my sexrgeant in the army and was
sentenced to 20 days imprieonment. We were 12 in my cell, and maybde
S0 in tho whole prison: 6 officers, 12 WCOs, the rest,soldiers, They
wera all imprisoned for disciplinary reasons.On certaindays, we were
takens out to work in factories or to perform physical work.

On October 23, there was & delay in the change of the guard, which
tock place at L.30 P.M. instead on the customary 2 P.M. We wers
working at that time in the garden. imong the =s¥f guards, “here was
s decent soldier whom we knew well., e acked him for the news, and he
told us that there was & huge demonstiratiom in from%t of the Denm
barracks, around the ntatussm of the genersl., The crowd was so thiok
that the soldiers oouid hardly get oubdoors, The soldier showed us a
leaflet containing the 17 demands of the MEFSS7. This caused much
surprise and enthusiasm among us, and beceme the toplec of discussion,
&t dinner-time and afterwdrds. During the night, we hsard continual
running in the prison, boot-stramping and the nolse of cars going ounb
and coming in.

In the morning of October 24, we were waken up at & A.M. and teken

one by opne to the Tavatorlies - and not together -, esoorted by & guard.
At § A.M. the soldier whom we knew told us that an armed revelution
had brokenm out im Budapest and that the AVO and the Russians were
fighting against the Hungerisn patriots. ‘¢ becams very excited and
impatient. The eooks didn't come in and we had to prepare our breakfast
purselves, In addition to the watery coffee, we wore glven jam for

the firat time on that day.The control was tightened in every cell.

At 9 A.M. we heard a blg =mpx shouting alh the entrance door, where
civilians were exchanging words with the grards. The nolse atopped,
and began agaln at 10 A-M. YWe heard shouta: "L.et the prisonsrs outin
Thaere were alrsady 2 guards bvefore avery cell, and they told us not

to make any nolse. Tha people broke into the prison, and the guards -
vho were soldiers like us ~ got afraid and trled %o hide their weapoas
under their bunka. A group of civilians, led by a 19-20 years old girl,
froed us and told us te tear off the star from our capas. We went to

the prison office, and took baok our personsl documents and belongings.
When we walked out of the jail, the crowl was singing the nationsl
cothem. e wers moved to tears., Tho red star on the towsr of the
prison - a former cloister - was toppled down, and the crowl spat a% it.

I went dowe to the Moriex Sxigmond-kirut, where barricadss had besn
sat uwp, and fighting had flazed up, I tried tc go home, but wes
canght in a group of armed civilians and given a weapon. I ¢clecided to
stay with them. We took 7osition at the Boriros square and prevebted
the Russians from rescuing the AVO-men beslesged in the radio building.



fletobar 25.

1 went home to Tugld, and was told that the radio had asked the
soldiers to Join thelr units, I waited till October 26 and went
to raport et the Zrinyl Milltary Academy, knowing that kkmyx it

had Jjoined the revolutionaries of the XIVth distriot, under the
commnand of volonel MArton,

On Cotober 27, at 2 A.H. we went to the arm depot at 7b6bt., 1 was
driving one of the cars.VWe took soldiers there, and brought baok
anmunition for the VIIIth district. In svery locality, the people
received us with great joy, gave us apples and cigarettes. There
was an AV0O barrack near the arm~depot. The day bafore, the AVOs

had come to ask for weapons, the soldiers refused %o glve them any,
and an araed fight developed. Finally the AVQO withdrew. On our way
back, 1l young people from Dunaharassti, tetween 17 and 25 years of
age, came with us to fight in Budapest.

On Cectober 28 and 29, we stayed at She Jissel Telephone Lxchanpge.

A mother came to us in tears and told us that the Russlans had torn
in twoe her 5 ysars old daughter on the street. s ran Lo the scene,
but the Russians wers gone. It was & horrible sight.

The exchange of artillery fire stopped greadually. At B A.M. on Qctober
29, bafors fhe Russians even began %o withdraw, we went to atand

guard at avery important center of resistance. A% 2 P.¥M. the Russians
began to withdraw. We went back to the Zrianyl Academy, helpsi to
distribute food for the state stores., e went back once more to FoOb,
ohanged the guards, and brought back more amnuniftion, The revolution
was victorious,

On Hovember 1, I went back for thae first time to Erdliget te join

my battery (I was in the anti-air oraft troops). The three top
officers, 1.e. the commander, his assistant and the politicel offlcer,
had been dismissad and repleced by a revolutionary council of T mem-
bers , in which I was also inclwled. The so0ldliers declared solenny
that they were not willing cny more to received orders froa commanders
who served Moscow. “We established national guards at Dicad ahd st

the Ttkily radie station., We wers rather isolated however, and didn't
know too well what was golng on in Budapest.

On November 3, wo hasard on the radio that the Runslans were withdrawing

from the country.

1_1




The re-invasgion.

e morninz of Hovember L, we heard Imre Hagy's radio
E;::ghi;nggrning thE Fungarian people of %tne treacharous ﬂ:::ilz
attapk., Our tmlephons lines were out off. Out of the 9fhnt 1:h
stationed around Budapest, we ware the only onss laft free, “hnd T
xusxnkkmxx another battery &t TYrkbilint. Both together, :; -
guns. The battery at Tortkbilint, intercepted & Russian order ior
our annihilation, and told uas te Jjoim their unit, b miles from uﬂ.nd
He agreed but had no means of transportation, Bafore they could se
us trucks, the Russians oceupied thelr positions.

we were 72 men, including the cooks and the office pursﬂnnnl._than
Ehn Rnsszanu nﬁprﬂnnhad, the battery decided oolbsotively that we
were in & too small numbar %o resist effectively to the Russians.

e decided to break up in small groups, dismantlad the guna and
destroyed our redic. Them, in smsll groups of 5~-6 men, armed rur+
guerilla warfare we went to gifferent dirsotions. Ve gaws OUF 8XLIE
ammunition and two guns “to the people of Trdligst, who used then
later to destroy part of the cement runway of %he Pokbtily airfield.

1 wenttoward Budapest, and learned that at Nagytétény, the Ruaslans ;
osccupied the battery with white flags. Many soldiers were not at their
guns. The Russians took them to TUkly for forced labor.

I reached Buda in the svening and weni to the Hories fesigmond square.
The people had set up their headquariers in the aschool, and walted
calmly for the Fussians,; The Ruasslians cama on Hovember 5, with two
tanks. We had one basooka and two guns, shot out ons tank, while

the other ecoaped. Later, I managed to oroses ons of the bridges on

the Danube to Pest. The ﬁtrtnu JGézsef bridge was free, as the Russians
were unable 0 hold it, and everybody took advantags of it. Finally,

1 reached my homes in the evenlng.

On November &, at noon, I went withouit my uniform,fo ths makn square
at 7ugld. The day before, the Russians had abnadoned there 1 gun

end 3 bazookas because they were damaged. They were repaired during
the night and tried in the morning. The gun worked and was plaged

in a central position commanding all directlomns. The Fussians arrived,
end we guided our firw with hand. The first tank was hit, and it crew
annihilated when they climbed out of it. In the afternoon, the Russians
same back from 3 dirsotions, and stormed the whole place. A large
store caught fire and whils the people were trying to sxtinguish 1it,
they were shot at by Hussian soldiers posted im the church tower.

The people ran.up and kialad them all, 18 alltogether.

Until Rovember 15, there was a oomplste strike everywhere. On that
dayl saw on the tracks, near the rallway station at Rikosmesl, three
freight-cars guarded by Hussisn soldiers, Thers were alireay many
rumors of deportations in the air. I phoned- impnedintely some friends
in the ¥IIIth district. Ton of them came out with weacons. There
wore alrsady 5 freight-cars when at 10.30 P.M., we readthed the rail-
way tracks, About 10 Russiesn soldiers stood guard. Two of us attacked
them from the front, zni distracted their attention. The rest of us
attacked thom from behind and teached the freight-oars. We began

to break them oren, young people cams outof them snd ran away in the
drakness. As we wers cpening the fourth car, tha Russians ceme back




20=N I11-6

and their fire became no hesavy that we had to retrsat. I'm sure

that we opened four cars, and freed between 00 and %0 voung men.
Later I had time %o speak with two of them. One of them had been
arreated by the Russlians on the street and taken to the Yestern

rallway station with five other young men.

On Nevemboer 17, the radio celled on all soldiers to report to their
units, otherwise they will be court-martieled. The order was repeatsd
on the 18th, with a deadline set for the evening. I decided then

to leave Hungary, and got started on the 19 by train to Ssakesfehervar,
then from thare by car to Papa.I found myself with four other young
men who were also heading toward the border. At Papa, the RNussions
arrested us, took all our documents, and escorted us to the local
police station. A8 soon as they left, the Hungarian poliece officer
in commapd pave us our papers back, and told ms to get out by the
baok door. He took the train, which stopped im an open field, some

¢ miles from the border. All the passengers climbed out and began to
walk, Our group, 30 peopls together, marched in small groups of

L or 5. At 600 feet from the border, we were stopped by twa armed
Hungarian border-guards. First they refused 4o lat us pass, but the

- people began to press them and to bargain, The disoussion lasted
quite a while,the poople gave them all the meney they could gather,
some 5,000~6,000 forints. Finally they let us go, and sven told us
the best place where to cross the border.

B: I heard the word "freedom fipghter for the first time on October 2L.

(3) Thise wha fought were mostly the young secondarys school students,
& fow ublversity studehts, all the workers, a fow middle-~aged peonle.
The army's role cannot be called =xk aotive, oxcopt when the whole
unlt sided with the revolutionaries wath its commandey. It remsined
pasgsive and didn't shoot at the peopla. In most cases, the scldiets
fought individually. The intellsctuals wers the smallest group
among the active fighters, but they did orgamisational work,

(L) Hany regular police units near the Kilian barracks, jJoined the
revolutionaries., and gave them their veapons. The arm plants were
emptied. Laso many soldierss gave their weapons to the peoplie. Later
the distribution of ammunition became regulsar, 90 of the ermy
barracks handed over their arms to the people together with ammuni-
tion. One sooficer who tried to stop & truck loadad with Weapons

was killed by the people.

(5) The fighting as such was not orgjanlzed. There was ro central
leadership, and this vas a blg disadnzantage. The leaders of the
local preoups were chosen oh the spot by the paople. Sems were Tormer
army officers, othasrs, younp pecple, They wers chosen for the merits
they acquired on the apot.

(6) I had only one thought durlng the fighting: to free Hungary.,
I had also a personal desirs to take revenge : in 19245, the Commua-



ista tortured and beat to death my father in the Andrassy-ut prison.
I felt that it didn't matiesr to dle for my countr¥Bs fraeesdom.

(7) We didn'% think of how the revolution would end. Ve wantad

to drive out the Russians and to ovarpowsr the AV0, and were not
concerned about the rest., Today, I can sesa the lacunes of the ra-
volution and why we couldn't consolidate our victory.

(8) I didn't consider Qerli's-or Kadar's - government as ny govern-
ment. They had abasclutely no right to call in the Russian troops.

II1-C.

(2) First I thpught that the Russians' wlthdrawal was seriouns, as
the revolution was victorious in Budapest and in the rest of the
country .-

(3) I didn't know that the Russians had stopped. I only 3a¥ them
coming back and attacking on Wovember k.
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EXPRLCTATIONS OF WELP FROM THT WEST DURING THE REVOLUTION.

A. During the first days, there wers rumors that Thto was coming
tom our rescue. Later I saw that the revolution had won without

extsrnal help, and at thet time, I didn't think of forelgn asslsi-
ance.

After Hovember k, the whole country walted desperately for
assistance, not only from the T5pa, but feom the rest of Europe.

e would have welcomed any weapons, or & U ermed foroe, or rathar
eny kind of szoldlers.

(B) All the foreign broadcast (VOA, BRC, RFE ) gave us tha certainty
that the West is politically opposed to Conmunism, and that if a
revolution breaks out behind the Iroa Curisin, it would help 1%
militarily.

(¢) I didn't talk tn any forelgpar during +the revolutlion.



V- SOCIAL CRASS STRUCTURE AND ATTITUDES

A« Family background.

(1) My father was a second-yese omnglneering student 2t the outbreak
of orl War I. Fe fought on the Russian front, After the war,

he entered the knitthng iodustry sas an apprentice, became Tactory
superintendent in Budapest. Around 1935, he became technloal lecturer
in the textile induatry and was emploved by the Material- and Qoods
pffice in Budapest. Ho went to various knitting faotories in the
gcountry.

Re lat birild & house at Zugld which is still ouwr property today.

My mother went to comnarcial sochool after she graduated from
secondary school. She bscame secretary, later departmeht head at
the Ministry of Agriculture, was dismissed without pension after
1945, She worked later as a typist and stenographer. Ip 1955, she
was dismissed for political ressons, because she was not a Party
menbar and & brother living in the Unlted States. Today she has
found a new job &8s & secratary.

Bs 1. Social classes in Fungary.
a) ShaxinkekXigumknin:
A first group here would bs the Party soclet i.e8. 211 those who

ara CF members by conviction. They enjoyed a the material advantagss.
The Army officers &nd the AV0-men alse beslong to this group.

b) The intellectual ruling class (professors, cdirectors of institutes)
Some of them were CP members, rather by duty than by conviction. B0~
of them were opposed to Communism, but many haod been forced to jeln.

¢] The so-called 'grey intslligentsia", i.e. the small functionmaries,
with middle-olass inclinatlons. They wers not &ctive during the
revolution. Theilr main worry was their Job, but they didm't likas

the regime elther.

d) The students. This was A mized groups, as the members had various
family oripgins.

The workers ocan be divided inteo 3 groups:

a) the regular workers, always engaged in the production.
b) the simple a&nd uneducatsd workears, who cams from the country,
bacause attracted by better wages.

o) the former intelligentsia (former officers, gendarnes, etc.) who
did very heavy physical work. This last group was the less relia-
ble cne in Com-unist eyes. They oculd talk intelligentiy and become
eventually the politeoal leadsera of the workers.



d) the apprentices, who were close to the Party workers. But they
took side with the revolution against the regime.
ej the miners, well organised and warm supnorters of thes revoiution.

Peasantry, in fwo groups:

a) Those who had or have thoir own land and farms, Some of them ware
hired men undsr the Essterhasys, but said it was still muoh better
than to be & collective farm member.

b) The peasants'in red pants", who were influenced by the Communits
as far as collectivization was concerned

(2) I know the best the technical intelligentsia, ie. the group
among which I worked, But I fad also contacts with the peasantry
in the country and with the workers while I worked im footories.
(I lived from 19hk ti11 19L7 in Soprontounty, in a rural distriect).

(L) T feel I belong to the technleal intelligentsia,

2, Reaotions of the different oclaasses to Communlsm.

Peasantry. The former individual farmews wers the bisgest enemies
of Communism. The Communists could only influsnce the workers, through '
the social institutions they created. Dut they did not pay dsoant

salaries, and the workers retaliated by stealing from the factories.

In 1545, the Communists made a huge propaganda in the villages, without
any success, The peasants hated the moat the dslivery syztem. They

wanted %o work and to sell their produces independently. But the state
flixad the prices and gathered in the crops. Lverything was regulated from
8 Ministry, and many injustices committed against the peasanta.

“"oorkers. The workers who first opposed the regime were those who
before Communism were pald im hour-wages. Now the Communists harrassed
then with porms and cheated them in many ways. T8#ore, ithe workers were
promoted sccording to thaeir professional skill, under Communism, CP
membership and political views became more important. The repgime tried
to win over the workers with various soclal institut#éons. But if it
falled, it 1s thanks to the group of former Ilntellectuals and pre-war
workers who telked and explained a lot to thelr co-~workers.

Intelligentsia. Those who wanted to make a oarser had to fellow the
Party. Thw writers who wanted to msee their works published had to

lat the CF censure their books., Most of fthe professors were passive,
The members of the technlieal intelligentsia ltnew that they vera needed
and never expressed much sympathy toward Commvniam.



(L) T think that the intelligentsia was hardest hit by Conmunisa,
because it didn't have the means to live & normal life, and
bevause it 4is in that claess that the living standard deterlor-
ated the most, Defore the war, a university professor could
support his family, and his wife could remain st home and
bring up their children. This was impossible under Comnunlsm.

€. Now the different classss felt orward sach ather.

There was no absolute expression of opinion. The pesasants sow that
the workers enjoyed an sasier situation, llany young paasante left the

country amd worked in factories. A small fractlon of the intelligentsla

looked down on the proletarians, the others who worked with them
kEnew thanm much batiter.

The workers didn't like %too much the intellectuals, and didn't
care much about their work, but their mecognised their skill and
intelliganca.

During the ravolution, &ll class differences disappeared. Thera wers
only Hungarians, who were 211 fighting for a comlmon goal: to drive
the Kussians out and to free themselvaa.

£+ 1. In order to get ahead, &n individual had to become 2 rardy
member. In the fisld of tedhnical intelligentsia, the absolutely good
and precise work was recognised. Also the excellent porformances

in sports. The good connections were very lmportant. AS for soclel
origin, the workers and peansanta wore advantaged, and there wers more
diffisultias. Ths so-called class aliens snd reactionarbes were
completely disadvantaped.

In 1953, there was an amelioration for the intelligentsis,which was
raisgd at the same levsl an the peasants and thoworkers. Af%uer the
20th Congress of the Sovie® CP, new evolution which lead to the
revolutien.

Many deceant people could go ahesd with their mers talent, amonf
the techniczl intallectunals. A new invention for ex., meant an
advantags to the Communlst ecomony.

There were many careerists who thought only of thelr own interests
and denouncad other pesople in order to go ahead. They wore spineless

Eanplu who never thought of the others. They were able %o do anything
in order to promote utheir interesta. Some haoabands would avan

dennunce their wifes. This 4type of man flourished in the aray.
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F. The greatest materlasl advantages weore enjoyed by the top Zmmisex
axuyx offiocers in the army and the secret police, by the intellectual
garreeriet sy the athletes and artists (they desrved it in my opinion).

the Party officials, functionaries and secretarissa, the DISZ
seoretaries, ate.

The top leddres (Rakosil and the other ministers) can be considered

as & special casts which enjoyed much more material advantages than
any other Party member.
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Vi: FAMILY LIFE UNDER COMMTNISH

A. Uffoots of Conmunism on family 1ife.

Communism had big and harmful effects on family life. First all

the members of the famlly had %o work in order to acssure its material
subsistence. ¥n addition to her work outside the home, the wife

had to cook, wash and lron afterwards - and though the father holped
h:ri very often, she had very little time left for educating the
children.

Respeot for bhe parents lessened, and a few slaps didn't asaure it.
The parents worked until the emd of the aftermocn, while the children

came out of sohool st 1 or 2 P,M{. and were free to do what they liled,

They often met bad companions at that time, and fell under their
influence.

B+ The way children are brought up.

The small children wera taken in the early morning in the factory
ouraeries. Thus they couldn't have a normal aleep, and thie had
haraful effeots, too.When they graew older, they were closer to theisf
mother, but were etill left by themselves most of the day. In the
nursery, they played with Communist games and the nurse had an impor-
tant role in their educatlon.However, home educetion still remained
more important.

At achool, the educetion hed one purpose: 0 inculeate in tham

the ideolopgy of world materialism, A1l the kings were described as
reactionaries, and all the school-~books were in that spirit, If the
child didn't recelive at home & religious and cultural education, it
could slip easlly, end there were plenty of opportunities for that.

When the ohild entered the Pionecrs! csrganization, he pontinued

to reocsive big ddses of comnuniast doctrine. Only thefemily education
could counter-balance the effectsof this. Later the young peaple

went inte the NISZ which made huge nropaganda, and proclaimesd that
"youth was tha golden resarve" of Lhe country. But the youngaters
mamkE had also a thinking of their own, and thore were many conflicts
in the youth organisation.

The changes for the various social proups.

There wers changes evarywhers. The smallest changes occured in the
families of intellectuals. Though & few youngsters became Communists,
most of them got an ex ‘allent educatlion at home.

In the other olasses i depended on the family, and alsc on the
school. ¥Many young peasents left thelr familles and became workers,




Ia wy family, my father died in 1945, and wy mother hnd teo work
hard to support her 3 zhildren. Hy uncle helped with parcels fram
the U8, but he hardly saw our mother. We all hated the regims, but
ny younger brother pot infected to a certain extent. Though I wa=s

a DISZ member, I was older and had had othar experiences bafore
Communism, i.e. with the boy-scouts. My brother was very stubborn,
listened very little to his mother and to me, He went Lo asese many
Communist movies and had no sense of ecriticism, He alao had no
religious basis, which is very important 1ln my cpinlon. This last
factors was the bigcest defivienes in education under Communisa,
But my brother fought very bravely during the reveolution. My sister
llatened more %o my mother and though she was anky four years
younger than my brother, she noticed many more things than he.

Bs 2. Obadience and disobadienos.

Obediences wapsmall, becauase parents and chlldren were hardly together,
and tocause, as a result, the parents had no albtherity. In several
falidliea, political differences put a straln on relations between

the various members. Under the age of 15-16, there was religious

cbedl ence only 4if the parents asked the ohilid te hm practice his
religion. But every sport meeting, movie, ete. wans held on Sunday
morning at mass time.

For lnstance,my brother pnever wanted to do the house-work, and we had
toa beg him to do his share, Some children kept wikk the change whan
they were sent out for shopping, apnd bought cigarettes with it, NMany
of tham could kesp lata hours without being punished.

In the apprentices' school, the teachers had already teught before
Communism and were not the servantio of the regime. There were not
cnly spiritual ocdnfliets betwesn the schosl and the home, For ex.,
the parents had to attend certain nmnectings which wers nothing else
but Communist propagamia. The schools had programs for Sundays and
religious holidayes, like Exkme Easter and St., “tephan’'s Day. Soma
excursions lasted fron Good Thurdéay till Taster Monday. In every
eantesen, there was always meat on Friday.

C» Marriage, courtship and sex patteras.

Communisn affected marriape in many ways. FPeople got married without
any spiritual basis, on first look, usually. Courtship was different
in the various smcial groups, and [ think here not% only of the places
the young people went, bui also of the topiec of thsir discussions.

There were many divorces, especiually among the ‘ounp »eople, becausad
they realised that they couldn't go on with mso meny material worrles,
particoularly after the firat or second ahild' s birth. Many divorcad
then and looked for a better 1life.

Marrisge was not a problem. The real problem vas fo get an aprartmsnt
for the wife and the children. When the young ocuple had to live

with kikx his or her parsnts, this created only additional gquarrels
and problems.
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|
The wife wan harrasged during pregganny and she had to resume |
work immedintely after the child's birth. Thls hermed both family |
1ife and the child. If the people would have had mors senas, two
thirmds of themarrliages would have never hap ensd.

Form the poimt of view of morals, there was more fresedom than bafore
the war, in speech as well as in physical contacts. The young woman,
divorced or not, wers u speoisl class, They often had the big advantage
of having an appartment.

2. Legal prostitution was abolished in 19Lhs. Illegal prostitution |
flourished. Many women neaded money. Other wanted to buy things |
whlich were considzersd asz luxuries. Some prostitutss were informers |
for the secret polics. j

3. The repgine discussgsd these mottars only in the frame of marriags.
Sexual matters wera not discussed in the papers, only alightly
after the XXth Soviet CP Congress. For the Party, it didn't matter
if one of its'menbars wes & homosexual or a depraved person as long
as hes or sha remsinsd a pgood Communist.

Ths Communists had losar morals tecause Communism was opposnd o
relipion and didn't recognise any moral values or princliples. Hany
Communists didn't sven fsel they ware doing somathlpg wrong.

s Effects of Communism on friendahip.

1. People bascame frisndly with thoss who had thes same opinions as
they had, and who warse in the same situation. A decent boy or girl
¢ould not make frisnds with youngsters who had 4m bower moral
valuss and aducation., I 2zxx tructed myg oldar fr-iends, from the
political ponint of view. Before other peopls, one couldn't express
any frank opinion. Jur friendehip bagan &t achool. Ye were 2 smsll
group of Tour friends who were always together., But it took us mors
than ope year te trust sach other completely.

2. 1f & Tfriend joins the Party, this would certalianly influence the
frienship. [ would find out immedliately why he Decage a IF nember.
For ex., a sscond-dsgree relative of mine, a chief-engineer, weae

a4 CP member, and at the same time, a perish-member of hig district
church. I knew that he had to joln the CF because of his vwife ard

three children.

I can't imagine having a R2fxx friend joining the CPR.If he Joins,
the friendship is broksn, and he would becoms a mere acguaintance.
aybe we would have had reasons to fear ezch other.

One cannot continus a riendship keeping politiss out of 1t under
the preosant circumstanoes. Fecauvns a real and ideal friendship
means that one sherss svarything and that onels wviasws are identical
in every fi=14.




E: Crime and cleoholism.

1. Tos, there was an inorsase in major crimes because of the
cconomic exploitation. People were knooked dowm for a wintar-coat
and & palr of shoss. The many young eriminala ware more dacgorous
than their elders. Aloochol influenced preatly the behavior of youth.

Hothing about this was mentioned in thepapersa. Soonsr or later the
police was able to find the criminal. But the work of the polioce
was too slow and hampered by buresaucracy.

2. There was muoch drinking, for two ressons. Fiest, the people hed
very little money laft, and couldn't save it. Seocondly, many pecple
people drank becadss they were embittered.

J. Juvenile delinguency.

The Communist concepticn of the jempeos was stupid, because they

vwers neither reactionmary or anti-regime. They saw the “estern drssses
in the movies and wanted to show up by doing something unusual.

They wore extravagant clothes, tight trousers, fantastic Jackets

and shoes, whioh thet mads themselves, Most of Shem were young
workers from the suburbs, and a very few were students. [fost of tham
worked. The rogime =sxaggerated thelir behavior and perassouted them,
easpacially im 1952, The jampecs wers cought by the polies, and their
pants end thelr hair were cut.

T think that in a way, the jampeos demaged the prestige of the Vest.
209 of the girsls among them were proatituteas.

The "hooligans" were the bums who didn't work. They stayed one webk

at a2 Job and were thmrown out. Or they were tooc lasy. They could be
found espscially in the XIITth, VIIth and VIIIth districts in Bhdapest.
0fficially, they were crimipals and if cought without working lden-
Eification card, they wvers punished,

The mxrsmke children were independent from the parents who counld

see only thelr clothes, but dide't know what was going on among the
young people, They had %o resign themselves, The members of the family
nouldn't meat together or to go together te social gatherings.
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VII+ RELIGIOH

. Effects of Comiunism on religious life.

Communiam had many effects oo relligion. It tried to destroy it
and persecuted it constantly.

Coemnuniam opposed rellipion and called Lt an anachronism, something
whioh was not needed any more, Marx based his prineciples on Materia-
lism. The Communists also felt that those who hal a rellglous besis
looked at thinge more realistically. The effects of religlon worried
them more than religion itself. As they had no raligliouws basis, the
Comnunists didn'% feal when thay wwore doing somsthing wrong.

in practlce, religious instructlon dldn't exist Iln the sthools,

thoggh: 1%t was puaranteed 1n the Conatitution. To have the zhild

attend religious instruvctlion, both parent's consent wis nacessary.
The parents had to think it over, bacause of the risk of losing

their jobs. Many preferered to give thedr childron religlods instruct-
ion at home,

The Lutherans wanted to build a =kaeidk larger chureh at Zuzld, This

was refused %o them because a park for Plopsors was suppomsd toc be built
there in 1960. T had a relative who wam a priedt, and this was very

bad for ma.

The Party members, convinced or not, couldn't go to church,couldn's
get married fhexs or have their children baptised thers. Thesy couldn't
have rexligious burial. Some did this ascretly.

(L) The Catholic religion was the hardest hit, bacause it naver
gave in to the Communist ideology, with the sxcenticn of & few
priests, and because of thr resistancs of Hindszenty and of his
follovera,

The religlous Jews could pragtice their religion just like before.
The Calviniste and Lutherans wére more accomodating. Siace 1949,
thelr sermons were broadoast on the radic while “he Qztholles
couldn't have any more broadeasts. Thay containasd blessing: for the
government, end thias was probably the reason why they were allowed.

B. Y88, I consider religion an important factor in my life
I hold it eassential in order to bscome a nornal ond decant person,
sspecially from the maks moral point of viasw.

Rellgion is ay important in my life then in ry parents' 1ifa. In my
own class of age,l think I am more religlous than the average, though
i didn*t go regulsrly to church. But I never misced a proesssion

which waa always consildared as & manlfestation against the regima.
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0. I would lilke to sse a relation of independenca between Lhe
churches and +he state, i.e. complate [reedom for the churches
outside of politics.

The churches should preach Cod's words end teachings. Religious
instruction shonld be facultative. The churches may have schoole
if those schools don't depend on stite supvort.

The churches could expressex opinioas about a book or a movie, arpd
influsnoe tha people toreject an immoral omns, btut they should mnot
ban anything.

The churoches should have no pkli%tical role abt all in an independent
Hungary.

De The Jowigh religion, in ny opinion, was not hurt by the Comnunlst
rule, Tooc many top positions were [illed by Jews. After all, Marx
and Rakosi ware also born in the same feith, Comnunism was only
favorable to them. The Jews were psrsecuted by the Haels at the end
of the war. They retallated afterwards with the polioy of eyo-for-
aye, tooth-for-tooth, and munaged to get most of the top positions.
The majority of them were batter off than the avarage Fungarian
people, "hey received many parcels from the Joink and from thely
ralatives abroad. They took advantage of Comaunism, though some

of them were honest. PBut their subsisgtence was more important.

Many became Party members, joining for the money and for their ounm
interssts, and some by conviotion. Their opinion of fthe Party must
have changed because of the varlous gzig-sags of the "arty line,
but they remained in the 0P because this was esssential for their
stapndard of living.

As for my expariences in Austria, I can say that the first planss
bound for the US were full of them. They received more money than
the other refugess, went with letters of recommandation from the Fiae
to the US Consulate, and pot preferencial preatment. T{Hose who were
anable to take advantage of %he situation were ths stupid onms. Ve
had to whitness this with mixed feelings, but we didn't want to
quarrel, The Jews themselves falt that this was not quite correct,
and made themselvas small.

puring the ravolution, the Jews 'are another passive group after
the Army. They didn't take side with or against 1%, and waited to
sae them end. rfter lovember L, they said that it was good that
the Russians ohased tha Fascists. Many of them were thrownm out of
their jobs when the revolutioen triumphed.

ihy should ths Jaws be afraid of an independent Hungary? They ocan
1live perfectly -efld in & frese Nungary; maybe they would have to work
a little more. Among thoas who leff Fungary mow, I can say oalmly
that 80¢ came ount because they can liva botter sbeoad than in
Hungary, and not because thay were persecuted.
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VIii. THE FIINGARIAW YOTTH

A- By FPungarlan youth, I mean the wyoung pesants, workers and
students (secondary schools and universities), from 15-16 to 2L.

B. The voice of the youth could be heard everywhers during the
revelution. It took the biggest part in the fighting. Touth took
the initlative everywhere. 'then they didn't know how ta use a gun,
they asked the soldlers to show them.

The older peopls were more guiet. But the university professors’
attitude, for mx,, influenced the students when thoy made up thelr
resolutions. During the ravelution, the older people sup-ortsd

the young ones everywhere they oould. The youth considersd them
a8 companions, aven %2 they remained passive,

[/whan/
C« Sohools and aducational system in Hungary durinog Commuonism.

“'hile in sscondary school, I went to a school in which we wers
Lought by the old, good teachers, In ths apprentiwes' school,

807 of the coursea wers technical, and the politiasal effscts were
nil. The technioeal teachers were ocxcellent, the politiosl onss less

convincing. From 1952 on, the director was a OF menber, a former

turmer from Diosgybr,

1 was not admlitted to university becauss ] balonged to ths middls-
class, because we kmk ownsd & house, and because T had a relative
{n;_unnlu} who lived in the TSA. This was of course not %old oz the
notice of refusal.

Those who wanted to go te the university had tc do something "pro
forma"® for the Party. Children of pesaant and worker orizin, who
finished sevon dary scliocls, were given preference, espacially when
they came from a school of human, and not technical sciences. A few
intellectuals were adsiitted too, if they had excellent marks,

There were many restrictions as for the cholca of vocation., CUne of

ny girsl cousin had muoch skill for drawing, and wanted to study das
dress desipgning. She was sent instead to study as & constiruction
engineer! I had a girl friend a%t the school of electrical scimsnces

who Wad wanted to become a teacher. The schools sent the children whars
it pleassad them, and the studentsa couldn't refuse.

E+» The Communists sacrificed much +time and money %o endoctrinate tha

youth, Th“ﬁ ergancned mang cultural meetings, dances, movies, sport
meetings.The youth took advantage of all tgia, but never falling for

the propaganda behind it. They were taken colhectively %o the fhakrs
theatre apnd to opemes (the tiokets were vary hard %o get). But they
didn't go %o see the Russian plays, whiok wers very stupid.




2. The Communists feiled to epdoctrinate “he youth becanse though
the Iron Curtalin existed, they cowmdln't suppress other movies,
bacause sports are internatlional. This waus enouga to keep the youth
ianterested in the Westcand in the free world,

Those ¥oung psople wha thought could see all the centradistions of
the regime. Thare wéra too nany lies, and thay bscame so apparent
that one could sea through them. The youth was distrustful and
wanted to ses everything by itself. It liked comical plays, which
in reality, ware directed apgeinstx the regime. Many young workers
wore taken to saminars after work, but this time wes not paid. This
can also explain why the repgime falled te endoctrinate them.

As for changes over time, the Communists scored some successas in
19L8-49.At that time, the attitude of the yruth was one of passivity.
It began to spesak up in 1953 under Imra Ragy, them more strongly
after the XXkk Part Congreeszs, im 1956. In the whole, youth has always
rajected (July) Communism ila Hungary.
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IX. MAJOR DISTATISFACTIONS AS FELT IN EVERY-DAY LIFE

A« Main dissatisfactions in respondent's life.

First, the conpleta supnression of the freedom of expression. This
kept us narvous and resentful. Then ths economical and politiecal
consequances which resulted of thlis situation.

Secondly, our isclation from the freoe world, and the contlibual
worshipning of the Soviet Mnion by the Communists. One didn' fesl
at home in one's own country.

Finally, the continual eccnomic rtruggle for the dally means of
subslstence.

Bs People were complaining the most about their salaries whilsh
ware much %teo low,
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L. TEE BCOROMIC LIFE

A- The standard of living.
1. Respondent's famiiy.

Our household consisted of S persons, ie my wother, my gramdimother,
my slster, my brother and myself. "'e owned Lhe Housé in which we
lived.

OQur income was the following:

My mother esarned 950 forints per month, plus 2% for. family allowance;
I contributed B0C forinte, and an uncle sent 130 forints per month

to his mother,l.e. our grend-mother. Thus our monthly ilncome was
aparoximatively 2,100 forints.

Qur regular expenses wnre: !il forints for taxes, 70~80 for pas,
water and electricity, 2J, for newspapers (Hagyar Namzet,Radio).

Faod .

e ate b 1b, of bread, 2 guarts of milk par day, cost 300 forints
per month. Alsoel-4 1b. neat per week, -lus butter and # ur craam,
c0st 220 par month. 2 1b, lard per week, 1L0 for,, 3 1b. sugar,

55 for., flour, 60 fer,, noodmles (or rice), 70 %ar, salt, spicen,
vinegar, ete., 100 for.

s arrive at a tokal fipure of 1,05C forints. Inreality. we apend
around 1,400 forints per month on faod,

Clothing, We racelved most of our clething from my uncle in "ashington.
Spent some 150 for. per month on shoe repaige, thredd, ate.

Spekt 50 forints for entertainment, 100 forints for transperntation
( my mother and brother). “ithout speaking of the house repairs and
the mew articles we needed in theshousehold. “a spant yearly 1,000
forints for fual , and the same zum for home-canning.

lie usually ended themonth with a defioit of 100-200 forints. Ye made
up the differances by selling food parcesls, aand my mother would
make extra-hours at work.

1 considered a moftorcyecle a luxury. I could never buy one, a5 a

250 ec. "Pannonia® cost 1Lh,500 forints.From 19L9 to 1956, we
couldn't repair or repaint the houssa, This would have cost botweern
5,000 and 7,000 forints. I had only one pair of pylanmas. I wanted
to buy a blaock smit, but resnoupved, because this wuld have left ne

without black shoaan.




The standard of living fell down aince 19LB-L49. Before we had
everything we noeded. My mother had more time for her family and
for fuxziu® herself. Then the prices begam to climb and the sala-
ries remained about the same.The living standard was at its
highest in 1550-%51, at its lowest in 1952-53, during the past

8 year s under Coannnism.

€. 1 knew a family where the father had a good job in the Winistry
of Justice, and the wife worked in a paper-cooperative. They
earned 3,000 forints per month, ahd a 2 1/2 year old daughter.
They lived without luxury, but normally, im a 3 room independent
appartment.

I also knew the chauffeur of a Ministry, whe earned 2,500 forints
per month., As he was single, he lived very well, weat often on
holi 'ays to lake Balaton or in the Matra mountaing.

3a That accounted for the standard of living is that it was
necessary foxr the state to decrease the real wages. If the peopls
are not forced to work, they will not produce more with ths equipment
at their disposal. The Russian and the other neighbors took many
things out of the country. For ex., the wheat went to Past Germany.
Noe copper was available. But when the Gans factory had te manufac-
ture oranes for the Soviet Union and Ffoland, it receivad copper,

to be used exelusively for those ecranes. For the Exxinxxy Hungarian
eranes, ordinary aluminium was used, which could burn after a few
months.

The government had to keep esxpenses and income balanced. It sold

our pood-quality produces and bought cheap foreignm foodstuffs.

The people knew that the orders came from the Fremlin, but
officially, nobody knew what was gelng on behind the soenes. The
industrizl producxts were too expensive. A Cermsn Leica Contax D
cost 5,000 forints, its Sovist imitation, 2,800 forinis., But Fungary
had to buy the German Contax, too,

B« My own salary im 1955 as a tobol-maker and electrical maintasnance
man was 1,290-1,320 forints per month. Out of this, 20 forints

ware deducted for peace-loan, amg 3¢ old-age tax, and 4% bachelor
tax. I had sec ndary sources of income, but irrguiarly. My salary
rose from an initial 500 forints 4imn 1953 to 1,300 in 1985, at the
timo I was drafted.
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G. There were only slighte differances (5 to 10%) between the

prices in the state stores (Xbaért) and the free market., However,
the produces sold oa the market were of much better quality. Certain
produoes could be obtained only on the free market, such as

chicken, goose, bacon, nuts, etec.

The individual tailors and shoemakers competed also with the state.
They would sell a pair of choes made on measurs for 700-%00 forints,
while the prace of the state stors waas betwsen LBD-620 forints. Shoes
ready-to-wear cost from 200 to 380 forints.

A 8uit, made to measurs,sost 1,500 to 2,000 forints in a state store,
2,000 when made by the tailor. feday-to wear, it would cost frem

500 to 1,300 forints. Shirts, resdy-to-weer, B0-220 forintyg,

made to measure, 150 to 300 forints, in stats storss znd private
sector allke. These differences were regular,

For foodstuffs, the prices differentfels werme smaller or greater in
some years. In 1952, they wers esmaller. In general, the prices of
the private seotor followed the prices of the sbtats. It must not

be forgotten that all those who sold on the free markeb had to pay
huge taxes.

An egg cost 1,70 in state store, 2% 2,20 on the free garkst, lard,
35 forints for 2 1b,, but unaveilable in state store, L0 forints on
free market; nuts, 5 forinits versus 5,60, sour cream, 1,70 versus
2,203 apples, 6-9 forints for 2 1b. versus 13 forints (in winter).
The prices were usuually a few filler higher in the morning.

2. ko for the quality, no maelioration could be mentioned. Sometimas,
some rejacted expori produces were available, and were bought out

in a few days. In 1956, there was 3 gx larger choioce of taxtiles,
with bigher prices, but no better quality. Threa faet of ordinary
cdoth coat 180-300 forinbto, of special eloth, 300-L50 forints.

3, Everything was owned and planned by the state. The choice

was failrly large in the big stores, but the gquality was poor.
There were pesriodical shortages of milk, butter, sugar, bread
and lard. The produces could be found in ome part of the city,
not in kx others, because of bad distribution or difficulties of
transportation.

It was very diffichlt to pet standard spare narts. One hal often
to ask for a letter of allecation, except for a few puare parte
for motoreycles. “hen one bteought & new bicyiole tire,one "ad to
give the old one. Car tires were allocated by the state.

Because of bad organization, some produces wounld get spoiled. But
one cannot speak of wastage.
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L. There wére short supplies of pork meat, liver, veal (paly for

111 people) or when thers were many foreigners in Pudapast), lard
and bacon.

Foreign motorcycles wers unavailable,It was imposaible to import
anything because of the heavy taxen. Por such motorecycla,one would
have had to pay 12,000 forints taxes. A bath-towsl cos: 50-80 forints,
which was very expensive. A bicycle cost 900-1,400, a washing-mazhine,
1,500, a Fungarian motoreyels, 1k ,500.%o0 cars were available.

6. The commission shops were the centsrs of the black-market, Tn those
s%oes ona could find everythimg. They bought averythinf and sold it |
to the various zaks state stores. For ex., a fellow would mell =
good carpet for & low price, 250 forints for instabce. A friend of
his would go to the store and buy it for 300 (the store made betueen
17 and 20f profis. leter, this friend would resell the sarpat for
its real price, letts say 600 forlints.

The small oraftsmen needed many bools, whioh could be found ia the
commission shop. They paid &n extra to the stors spd pgot their tools.
If I wanted to sell to somebody a tool for SO0 forints,T went to

the store, sold it and got & receipt for 500. Then my proapective
huyer bought the tool for 600. Without the receipt; I couldn't

gell anything. The store dida't do any control.

The athletes who travelled ndrasd brought in rasor-blades, matohes
and nylons. These articles were sold in umx expressos among friends,
bui the practice was dangerous.If cought, one could be imprisoned
for 1/2 %o 2X %two-znd-haldl years, depending on the chargs, unleeas
one gould bribe the police. Yany food parcels from abrond wera
resold in détall,

There waas also the 'black carriage", done by drivers for the private
sactor.They got gas on the black market. They also '"saved" some gas
on their ration and sold it at the end of the month,

In the Edzért shops, some employecs would pubaside the hest pieces
of meat for their friends. But the managers couldn't change the
prices.
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Da Vorking cenditions,

L. In the stocking lfactory, I worked LB hours a week, l.e. 9 1/2
hours a day, from 7 AsM. %11 Lk P.M., and wuntil 22,30 P.}i. on
Saturdays. The work in the factory was done in three shifts, and
went on without interruption, Sunday included.

I got my job through a friend after having been unemployed for
a4 period of 3 months.

The electrical personnel consisted of L2 persons. ' ware & for
the sewing-machimes. iy relatioms with my co-workers were good.
e shared the same ldess and this helped a lot, becauas we could
trust each other.

Hy relations with my superiors were good, too, because we all did
some black-marketing togethar, Moraeover, they were not afraid of
working, toc, and we had thus respect for them. Ye didn't fear thenm,
except the caloulator of norms, who kept harrassing us.

pupriors
Hany of my Emswmxkexx were originally skilled workers. After 19L5,
theyrx tried to work on'their own, and went to evening courses.
They were not ponvinced Communists. Thay wers not psrfect, but
better than ordipary workers.

I was satisfied with my work, though I was in a category which
received & baslic 900 forints a months, which obliged me to work
ever the 100 norm.

2« Those workers who dealt with the sewing--macliines had a good
technical kpowledge. Other workers wers 5till learning. A)1 skilled
workers in the f{actory were pgood, and this was chown by the fact
that we could operate with a small staff. The work had to be good,
otherwise it waa refussd.

3« The holiday progrsm wes a publicity action of thes trade-unions,
They spent part of the huge fees collected from the members ito
sand some workers on vacetiona. Pusband and wife were sent to
different places, people were sent to lake Balaton in the winter-
time, etec. Tho Party members had an advantage on others, but
protection and personal connections helped, too.

The medical jnaprancﬂ program was good on the peper, but not in
practice. It didn't matter to the doctora wheither they had 20

or 50 patients. Tverything depended on thes doctor's conscience.
Frofessionslly, the older doctors were better than the young onas.



The pensions were just enough to atarve. I knew & former Judze
whose pension went down from 500 forimts in 1950 to 175 teday.

My grand-mothar received 270 forints, but many people had to liwve
on with pensions a8 low as 150 & month.

B+ I, I prefar to 1ive in the city, @ was born apd brought up thera.
I likad the cilty and was used to it.

The diet was better for the agricultural workers, as they produced
themselves. But the workers in the city had alse to be given the
food for which they worked,

As for the gemeral living standard, a peasant haes less needs than
&he pcople who,llive in the city. The general standard of liviag
was lower than in 194LS or 1938.

Politically, the pituation of the country was better, becauss of
its isolation., Thus the Comnunists had more difficulti=s to Teach
the pasants politically.

2, My initia)l opinion about colleotivisation wae that it wounld be
an unhealthy system. I lived from 194k +i1l 1547 in the country
and knew that the majority of the peasants would not llke 1it.

Today I cah see thazt the land in Pungery has been ruinsd for ten
years to come, The system took also away frem the peasants their
enthusiasm to produce, and to take good care of their land. Today
they are not interested in producing more, and let the produces rot
in the fieldo.

Collectivization wes opposed by all those whe were fndspendent
farmers, whether they had 8 or 75 acres of land. In brief, the
large majority of the Hunparian psasantas opposed collectivisation.

Yeas, I heard of collectives being dissolved, after that Nagy took
office in 1953, and sfter October 23, 1856. As soon a: the pressure
relaxed, the pessants got out of the eollactive farms,

3+ Although all three possibilities are not good unde» Conmunism,

I would still ohose working om a private farm, in spilie of the
hesavy taxes.

i, In an independent FHungary, I would like to see private and
individual farming. This is absolutely needed. Local psasantk
co-operatives should be sut up under adequate management in order

to carry om large-scale agriculture onm S0 of the lanc in the sountry.
The same should apply to animal--breediag. The other 507 of the land
may ba cultivated by individeals.
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XI. THE POLITICAL LIFE

A. 1. Before 19L", I was interested in the Smallholdzers! Party.
I liked it becaunse I was its vietory in the national elections of
19Lk5, and because it opposed the Communists' REERARX Program.

2. T knew little about the Oommunist Party. I thought it was a
workers' party. Later I cama to hate it, because it lied, mads
false propaganda and countless contradictioms. Thus this Party
could neither be trusted nor believed in.

1 knew about Bela Eun and the CP of 1519 from my school books,
That regime was just as bloody as the revelution in Russia, and
caused much hate agaiunst Communism ip Munpgary. After 1945, the
Comnmnuaists tried to wash the whole story white. )

B« Tha Party members.

About 159 were reslly reliable. The members had mariovs reasons
for antering. Host of them were stupld, they were tought and
andocsrinated by the Party. Other wanted to make a career and
thought only of their selfish interests.

Host afxikm office and fastory managers wore CP members by nacesaity.
ALl those who did non-productive work can be added to them. They
lived in the fear of losing their daily bresd, but there wers alsc
many oppotaeniste anrong them

There weras mleo the old Pabuy members of 191%., These were gradual 1y
removod and pushed aside, because they leened more toward Marx
than %oward Lenin and Stalin.

A Party member cannot say anything against the Party, and had %o 2ay
what he was %old to say. On the other hand, to lesave the Party was
the equivalent of to comnit suicide. The UF membars who was thrown
out of the Party had-to take the poorast joba,

#. Many changes occured in Party policles cduring the last eight years,
The Sovlet Tnfon first recognized that Stalin's policy was a failurse,
than it withdrew its declaration, The Tate of the couniry depended

on tha Party's policy. At all times, the Party was fighting against
some _.nnetr snemy or clasa. It wanted to put the people against

esclj other, %o prevent tham from thinking of their ecconomie Sroublas,
in 1952, khwgxzx ths kulaks wers persecuted and deported.

Rikosi, Ger® nnd Co. received their instructions from Moscow, and
Were the geandimasters behind the ccenes, with otner lackeys lLike
Debi andRdval. “hen they committed mistakes, they always found
3ome :ncape~goais,




0fficially, thers were no diflerences within the Party. “hat the
Party sald was sacred, and everybody had to accept it, Individual
opinion and thinking were not tolerated and were suppressed.

3. Yheither they liked it or not, the members had to accept what

the Party s#id,. They had to stey in the foregpound if they wanted to

get the advantagas they wanted. The Party morale was the fear which
kept all the members together, fear fromexeglk sach other and fear

from the leaders.

k. The top leaders wars in direct comtact with Moscow. Often, they
were Fungarians only nominally, but never felt like Hungarians do
feal. They only thoujght as Communists and accordipng to thelir awn
logie, did everything in order to satisfly the Kramlin, Exk They

were (epending on the Russisns and could be fired i1f they didn't do
their job well, They must believe in their ideologgy, otherwise they
would not have been able to find so many explenations for it.

Hakosl, who was ank intelligent man, got in comtact with the workesrs

and becams a convinced Compunists. Later he went too far, but he
alwarys thought that what he was doing was oorrect. Fe opnosed the
former regims, and after the war, succeeded Lo grab the couniry by
force. In brief, the motivesn of the top leaders are very different
from those of those of the rank-and-file nembers.

. Opposition to the Dommunist government.

l- No atrike was posasibls, becauses this right was danied to the
workera, There were complaints in certain factories where the work
was slowed down, Sometimes the machines ware damaged. Tor instance,
in 1953 in the machine fastory at Csepel the grinders walked out
because of a change of norms. There were many thefta in the factories,
it was almost a sport to cause & damage to the state in this manner.
As for the peasants, they hid their produces, or aold them themsalvss.

The workers wers the most active as far as this behavior was concern-
ed. But this opposition was not very effective. The state simnly
fired a few psople who, it thought, were respomsible for the troubles.

The opposition beshavior incressed generally when the norms wers
ralsed, or when some restirictions were introduced. But T can't
mention here any particular year or date.



3. Activities of the intellsctualis

K
Thosa intellectuals we could read and hear were censured and servecd

the regime. Ve didn' read their works with pleasure.

I heard of the Petdfim Circle. It was an iatellectual circle whioch,
after the 20th Soviet CP Congress, begam to criticize the mistalkas
of the regime, to discuse the problems of education and of the
family, something what couldn't be done befere, I heard of Dary's
and Tardoa' rebellion, then nothing until the summer of 1956, The
debatea of the Pettfi Cirols were mentionod in the press end on the
radio.

The intellectuals saild what others could nct have eXpressed, but
they siad nothing new. As was quite pleasad, because before wa were
not intereated at all in them, ae they were the mere spokesmen of
the ragime. I think the technical intelligentsis was the group
which was the most capable %o act, and that it thought differently
from the pure intellectuals,

The lntellecutuals turned azainst the regime because their children
were nersecuted, and because their standard of living fell much
more Lthan that of the workers and peasants.
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A11. THE APPARATUS OF POWER.

Abs The secret police or AVH

i. Until 1951, its members were all volunteers, selected among
people of low cultural level whom the regime trisd to educate
into faithful servants.

After 1951, when the green AVH, i.e. the border-guard unifs, wmee was
created, soldiers were draftod inte the orgenization. The regine
closed the Yestern and Southern borders and crezted border-zones

and border-zone permits . Some green AVH~-s were shot by Yugoslav
border-guards, vhé never shot at Fungarian soldiers!

I was arrested twice in such border-zones, in 1951 and 19%L, when

I went to vislt some relatives. The first time, I was taken to
Szonbathely, tripped and kept under arrest for 1 1/2 day. In 195k,

I was detained for hlaf-a-day near Csurgl, near the Yugoslav border,
where 1 wase sent without the necessary permit by my enterprise.
Otherwise, T avoided the AVH as well as I could, The blue secrat
policemant were the most dangerous ones, they dealt with nothing
but politicel erimes.

Some of my friends were deported to the country in 1951-52. One of
my uncles was thrown out of his apuartment with his wife and four
ehildren.

L. People in Hungary lived in constant anxisty and fear because in
addition to the many economie hardships, they were afraid of ench
others. One reason for this was the lerge aumber of informers. Tt
resulted alse from the fesling of animosity the regime tried to stir
against a certain group, 1like the kulaks or the "jampecs”, for ex,

5« There were many informers, one four every four Hungarians, 1t was
said. Thoy worked only for financisl interests. Soms were built in
in factories, and often couldn't be recognized. But they would

also betray themselves, by always approviag evarything one said,

or by being present everywhsre and listening to everything. In the
country-side, people knew each other much more, amd the numbsr of
informers was smaller. "hey were wide-spread in the cities. Some
were forced by the AVH to spy on othera. They all disgusted ms,

and I think they should be rendxered harmless once for all.

B. Thae best policy is to keap one's mouth shut, but it was not a
life~insurancs.

i» Perhaps some soldiers drafted icto the AYH pot rid of their uni-
forms. Put there must have been very few of them as their pay was

170 forints, and not L0, 1ike 4in the Army. They alse got better food.
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B. The secrst policemenk should be punished severely. Thay should
ba executed or deported so that thev can't do any more harm.

9. The ragular police,

This organ will always be necessary. It was strongly under the
influencen of the Party, in the same manner as the jirmy.

1%s work was alow and bureaucratiec, but it sclved meny problems and
cuses. The blue policemenk were mostly involved in taraffioc control,
which was very striet. A pedestrain who orossed &%t a red light was
figed 10 forints on the spot. If he could not pay, it was 20 forints

or two days in Jeil., VYor a driver, the fine was from L0 to 100 forints.
and the poliee could take away his license, There ware 2 to L policemsn
a4t every interssction. In my opinion, this was exagpgerated and
unngcessary. The polloe could be bribed, as they were poorly paid.

During the revolution, the rasgular police remained passive, even
more than the Army. They gave their wespons to the people, but didn't
do & thing as an armed unit.

Be The courmts.

le A8 I was too young at that time, I don't knowwll the courts which
exigted before 1945,

The courts which existed after 1945 wers unjust. They had instructions
to annihilate all those who had or could have epposed the Communist
system. The people wvha appeared before them hkad te be sshtenced.

I knew a grocery ownper who gpent 7 years in jail (19L5-1952) for
alleged action agaipet the paople before L945. Ae was terribly
tortured physically and morally, they put hot needles under his
nails, and so on. He wasz alss tortured by a sadiet woman,

C. The Hungarian Army.,

1. The wheole revolution would have been different if a fraection

of the officers could have bsen won owver, and if a central command
could have been established, to give orders to the soldiers., Because
this didn't happen, the role of the army was passgive. Vhere the
officers sided with the revelution, the soldiers sided, too.

With a few E:ﬂupiinna, all the soldiers were on the pide of the ravol-
ution, but in practice, they were preventsd by thelr officers to do
something practiecal. They hed learn to fear and to obey their officars.




20-H XI1-33

If the officers didn' + take position or remained passive, the
soldiers did the same thing. At the Zrinyi 0fficers' Training

fichool, 900 officers and 600 soldiers slded with the revolutionaties,
but this was an axcaptional develcopment.

The officars were afraid to flight against the Russiaos. Thay also
had to obsy to their suparicss, who turned againat the revolution,
This was due to Jansa, who since 1951-52, wanm always a creature of
Rakosi and a wild Communist. His orders disorganized the army.
Independently of what he was or did, Maleter was unable to give any
aeffectivye crders and to reorganize in time the Ministry of Defenne.

I was not surprised bty the army's actione. Tiverybhere we went, we
were greeted with the greatest sympasthy, vhen tha people saw thet
wé were om thelr sida, and 4id not suprort the regime.

2y Life in the arnmy.

In general, the soldiers hated the officers becausa they were
arrogany and rough, %hus hurting the Boldiers' faellinfs. Bui the
superiors treated the officers in the same manmner.

Mest of the time one spent in the army was wasted, Men of wvarious
degrees of intelligence ware put together, and the instructiocmn had

to be lowered to the level of the Last idiot. People like me slept

28 much as they could during those instruction courses. In my cpinlon,
one could have loarnsd in one -and-half year what they tried te

teach us in 3 years.

The najority of the officers were primitive men. Our battery command-
er, Liszlb S3abbd, had been = chimnny-cleaner assistant in s liquer
factory. In the upring of 1066, it was decided that all officers
should possessz in the fauture a secobdary school diploms. The firset
group of officers educated in the new spirit was to graduate from
military academy in 1957, They studied since 1951, and speat 10
months in Moacow. Tha officers ware 2ll Communists and didn*t talk
politios before the soldiers.

Puring the revolution, some officers triec to bahave better toward
the soldlers, and evem made suto-criticlswms. But we told them to
g9 to hell...

From the military point of viaw, the officers were not compeient,
because they couldn't take a2ny indepemdent action, Im 1951 or 1952,
an Amorican plane flsw over Aungary. The news was phoned fron Szeged
and when it fipally reached the Minlstry of Yefonse, and whon the
order to shoot doun the plame was issgued, it had already lafi the
country. After this incident, the commander of the anti air-creft
units was diamisssd. We had shooting exercise opce a yeser, The
precisiocp was poor, and the new soldiers hed never seen a gun or fired
a shot before.
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The soldiers who were friendly with the officers pot sometines
better treatment. The reasoas were not always political; vometimes
soldiers rendered some small servicea to the officers.

The level of the political instruction was very low. It consisted
of a mixture of Fungarian, amd Party history, and of Marxism. There
¥ore examinations every two months, togsther with the military
branches, The pelitical part was very easy, &s one knew already
many things from secondary school,

There could be no opposition behavior in the army. The discipline
was made of iron, and the smallest disobedience was punished with
Jail, and a minimum of 2 months without lsave.

Ds The Russian trocops ino Fungary.

It 13 non-sense to say that the Fungarian feelings are due to the
events of 18LB. After their depredations of 19L&, the Russian _
troops didn't harm the population. But thay were the representatives
of a foreign oocupation powsr, mmxm namely the Soviet 'Wnion, which
helped the Communists to selize the powver ia Hungary.

In 1945, T didn't expect anything good from the Russians. I was
afraid of thew when they cams intec our house, they were odd and
feightening. My mother and aunt had to hide. The Russians raped
many women, got drunk, stoles everything, especlally watches and
Jewellry, They were very primitive and uneducated, especially in
their maunners.

Since 1945, I never sympathlzed with the fiussians, and so0 did the
whole Hungarian natlon. “hile in the army, I met vofficially" some
Russiana officers ~the so-called advisers -~ and could see that the
Hungariun culture was much higher than the Russian one. The Russian
officers' uniform and boois wera clesan, but thay had nothing else
beaides.

The troopa stationed in Fungary before the revolutlon came in 1950.
They had canteens in Budapest where they could obtein everything
for very low prices (lemuns, camerans, watches). The civilians who
worked there bought things from them and resold it on the black-merket.

The Russian soldisre didn't want to go home, A Russian woman offered
75,000 forints to a Fungarian soldier whom I knew mx¥ well, if he
would aarry her, thus allowing her to remain in Hungary as the nomi-
nal wife of a Fungarian national. The moldier refused the offerl
Many Russian soldiers brought back frem Pungary were not taken back
to their homes, il they wera net deported. Because for the Russians,
Fungary was the Yest.
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The Russian poldiers liked the Aungarian people as such. They
thought they were in a good country, and they liked to stay theras.
Those Russians T could speak with told me thls. Yhemn they were

asked abovt thsir own country, they Just waived with their hands and
said nothing.

. During the revolution, the soldiers obeyed the orders they
received. They committed many atrocities, because of the Limited
lavel of their intelligence. All the blame goes to thelr coamandars,
to the Aungarian Communist leaders and to trose in the Kremlin.

The Russians didn't know the real situation, they looked everywhoare
for Fascisis, Americans and the Sues Canal. At Szombbthely, on
October 2L, the Soviet city commander declared that he would not

de anythling ageinst the Fungariana. fe was replaced the same evening.

The fresh troops were much worse than the old ones. I also saw

on October 28 or 29 Rumanian soldiers in uniform - maybe 500 of them -
at the Estaern Rallway station, They were supposed to maintaip owvder
after the Russians® withdrawal, but were mot used,

5« I heard of Ruasiaen soldlers helping Fungariens, but not of refusing
t0 obey thelr superiors. I alsoc heard that 2 "“ussian soldiers went

to Vienna. I didn't hear of deseriions or of Russian soldiers
fighting against the AVR. But they fought each other conce, by
miastakes

A Boviet army unlt beslieging the Kilian barracks was attacked by

the Russian troops coming from Soroksir. Moreover, Russian and Punga-
rian tanks were very similar, and there were PFungarian in Russian
tanks, and Russians in Rungarian tanks.

6« The only case of individual brutality I know of and withnessed
personally is the one 1 mentioned esarlier, whenm a % yesar-old girl
was torn apart by Russian soldiers.
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E. The Bureaucracy.

Le

It was a necessary ordeal oms had to go through. Tt all deperded

on the cape and how often one went to look after it. The functionarlies

were needed, but their number was of the competonce of the state.

The state had set mp a huge bureauncracy, with one office controlling

the next one, and an office on the top of the pyramide which controlled

81l the others. In some case, one uingle office could have replaced

six verious offices. “hen a machine was planned, for ex., the plama

wvere went to four different offices, and two additional copies %o

Iha enterprises interested. In brief, there was too muoh centralizat-
on.

Some functionmaries triesd to loock out for the peopnle's interects,
but they couldntt do much.

2. In theory, self-eritiecisn is good, but it was comical under
Communism. Rverybody had fto do it becauss of the always-changing
line of the Party.

Fe Yos, 1t was possibls to get around some of tho regulatione. Because
there were meny reguLations, it was possible to vidlate them, espscially
the texm cdeclarations. But it was impossible to et a dispense from ;
the army, for instance. The artful functioparfies were not caught '
because they did these things always after work., I

i -




XIIY. ASSBSSHENT OF PHTTRE PROSPECTS FOR FINGARY

K. T hope one thing: that the Russians wil} go home and thab

Fangary will become a free and independent country, enjoying the same xi
rights as any other country. We muzt try to achlseve this goal . Once
the Russians have left, the people will decide through free and
sacret-ballot electlons the kind of government they wanb.

The West should try to achiave at leatt a part of this goal, As for
us, Nungarians, we should carry on & work of information in American
circles. Publio ppinion should be influenced so that it will press
the free world &nd the UN and keep their attention off the Rungarlan
problenm.

Last Tall, the US and the UN could have forced the Russians to
withdraw @rom Hungery. Now it's %oo lebte. The Hungarian people's
confidence in the tast is badly shaken, and they will think it over
befors bebelling sgain. ¥We all waited for effective help in
Hovember.

In Hungary, some pecple don't care whether they will die in a minute
in & new war or slowly under Communism. I consider a new Wwar very
poasible. The West could send people o FAungary in ordsr TOo prapare
& new revolt which it would be prepared to back. But for this, one
neads money, men and time.

At present, only some internal changes in the Soviet Union could
bring some amelioration for the Hungarlan nation., The rest is
just nice words.

B. Befors the revolution, I hoped that some day, thers will be

a united Bastern Turope, scme kind of Dapubian Fedaeration. Uthers
hoped for a war which might have changed everything. Still others
were awaiting internal strufigles in the Kremlin and the internal
desirtegration of the Soviet regime. These hopes fluctuated with
the international conferences, and the evolution of the 'est Qerman,
and the Middle-East problems,
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XIV. BOCIAL, POLITICAL AND “CONOMIC TDROLOGT -

A. Bconomy in an independent Humgary.

In a free add indapendent Hungary, the country's normal esoconomio

pieture should be resstablished. Priority shonld be given to agricult- |
ure, and light industry should be developed, but not the heavy
industizy. In this manner, Fungary could compete sconomically with
the other European counitriss, The economy must be neither planned
nar centraliged. The snterprises and factorlies must be independent
and in mutual compstition. The industry must produce unlr whet

15 necessary to the country.

1 would put the stress on electrical industry (radios, motors,
instrumesnts, ete.) for engines and cranas,

Ia agriculture, wheat, wine, pork, lard, hem, ete.

As for the "national enterprises", if they ere not too large, they
should return to thelr former owpers if they are in Aungary at thet
time. The large enterprises should be managed by a trust, whioch
wounld issus stocks apd bonda. T would like to have a progressive
tax system like in the US. The atate shonld however have little
influence on the factories, The motoreycle and sewing-machinex
industries should be suppressed, as they have no foundations in

Hungary.

The large state farms phonld alse placed under the mapagement of
some kind of council. The collective farma can dissolve if the
members want 1t. In my opinion, all will.

In my opipion,nationaligation is not necessary, especially not for
light industry.

The role of the state should be limited to pXkay foreign trade. It
could buy directly from the peasants, or through a market in priveats
hands which would be an interdediary between the peasants and the
astate.

It will not ba necessary to pet & maximum limit to the amount of land
any one person or famlly may ownf.

E. T oan't imagine a situation in which I would have to ahoase
between two governments of thot kind. T would Toss up a dims...

"e. I would noft cutlaw the Conmunist Party, it will become an insig-
nificant political faoctor.



¢c. If Hungary alone is free, I would her Lo be a neuntral country

1ike pAustris. If the other Tsaatern Buropean countries are free, too,
Rungary could become & member in an Nest European or European
Federation. Should maintain complete political and economic indepen-
dence, sspecially toward the soviet nion. Broad amd fraquent econonie
exchanges will be mos® beneficlal to Hungary.

3. The idea of a Danubian Federation is not bad, but its realization
presents many 2roblems. I heard of the ides when studying our national
history and the various plans of Kossuth. One of my aoquaintances

told me & great deal about ij%. Personally I think it can ba reallzed.

In such a federation, I would welcome only the Danublan states, i.a.
Fungary, Austris, a democratie Yugoslavia (nmot Tito's), I would
inelude the Biovaks, but not the Csechs. Under these conditions, 1
think many people in Fungary would approve such a fedexation.

Aungary is interested in all territories where Fungarians live. A
pxekixakie plebiscite, with secret ballot, should decids whether
these territories want t0 be re-united with RAunmgary or not. 1'm
concerned over the Fungarian minorities, LO years 1s a long time,
and the sooner they will be helped, the better. If all neighbor-
countries ares free, & satisfactory solution should be reached.
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IV. THE FORMATION OF PUBLIC OPINION:

I heard about Fhrushchew's spcret spesech to the 20th Party Congrecs
through RFE and VOA.

I heard of Melarthy in 15651-%2.

The study of Rakosi's biography was a compulsory subjecti in achool,
with a special examipation. 1t' was 2 nice sbowy, but I don't know
how much of it was true. We knew that Rakosi had nany villas whiczh
were all guarded by the AV,

B, T read the "Magyar Wem:zetv, vSport” and the teohnical magasine
"Auto-lotorf, As for booke, 1 read Nungarlan classizecs: Madach,
Hikszgath, Jokai, and foreipn suthoras like Dupas, Fuge, Sheakspeare.
I like these books very much.

I ueed to read more when I wss a stuwlent. My mother didn't nave time
enough to read, aud read much less thap before and during the war.
The same remark applies to the whole population. Alao there were

very few good books. Many modern Hussian novels were offerad on sala,
but they didn't interest the peopls. The workers read little,

uaually the nwwspapers only., The penants read even less,

3« I read "Magyar NWenmuet” because it was the most objeetive of all the
newepapers, and was not %oo politicall, Tt contained varicus artdkdlass
of public interest. I read the forsign newe, and founds out sconer

or later from the V'estern broadeasts whather ::s&lq111 truos or falise.

Publications from the NE°R and the oither satellitesz woare available,
I never read them.

I read the French sport magazine "Miroir-Sprint'. Thare were also

some Austriap and West OQerman newspapers, but they wers Communists.

1 got soms catalogs and publications from the American apd British
Liegations. They were in English, and deait with nom-political matters, am
such as the American family, eto.In 1952/53, it becams dangerous to

go to these Legations. At the British Legation, thare ware movies

twice 2 week, nosily documentary filns.

L., Some books were “illegal", such as "Gone with the Hind*, by
Mitohell, the book on Rommel, and others. The books which describsad
& quiet, harmonious family 1ife were ale» pul on the index by ths
Communists, togethker with the booke vm religiom. The pecple kepb
them ie their homes. It was possible to get them in secret from
reliable friends. Naturally, they could oot oe found 4in any library.
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C. One would get by word of mouth most mews given by the Yestern
radio broadcests. Voually my mother or a few close friends would
tall me auch news. In trustad the news, generally. I also teld
such newa to my closa Triends.

- In Aungary, everybody talked about polities. But the people did
this alweys topgether in Rhkax theilr own circle of friends, at home
or in expressos. YWhen strangers were £lao present, thers weres no
political discus=ions,

““hen the people wrote letters abriad, they wrote between the lines.
In Hungary, the mail inside the country was not censured,

F: During the theatre season, from October to June, I went onoe

&4 month to see & play or Lo hear an opera, I went every two or Lthres
weeks to the movies, I didn't see any Russian filma, but liked

the French, ltalian, German and English onma.

I liked particularly the "Tragedy of Man® by Madach, and Faust. A=
for the movies, "Rigolettor, an Italizn fllm, and "Publlec Tnemy
No 1", a Frensh film with Fernandel.

- A e
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IVI. BVSRTS OUTSIDE WURC-AZ.

As T have hopes for changes Iinside Russia, but I don't know what

will hapnen. The members of the pgovernmnent wlll struggle ameng Shonselves,
and this may lead to a revolution, But from what I heard from the

Russians T met in Fungary, I wonder if this will hapren. Those Ruaalanpn
who wars mbroad then returned to their country are not satlsfied,

but they are taken to fm=2 remote regions, sone even to Jlabor canps,

I don't know how Che flussian people feal about the Communist regine,
45 they zannot compara it with any other regime. Thua I don't inow
what would be tie ontcoms af a free election.

The Russian leaders' alms are still Lthe same. Sinece Stalin'es death
eagh of them tries to take adrantage of the asltuatlon and te battar
his posltion, They want Lo "unite the prolatarians of the mekr wor .dn,
as they say. In reglity, taey want to achieve world domination,

B. 1. Sinee the revelt of 1253, East Qermany is quite peopular in Munpary,
also becanse of her induatriml preduects. Poland ie popular, too,
espacially sinca the revolt in Poznap. The Useohs are the most un-
popular because of their behavior and insults duriag the revoluktion,

and for the manner in which they trested the Rungarian minorities
between 1945 and 19L8.

Free oloctions in the Bast European counftries wouldi abolish the
Communiat regimesa and atata capitalisn, perhaps with the exception
of Coechoslovakia.

3. Beconomically, Bast OGermany and (zechoslovrakia have the best
standard of living, Romania the worast.

C. Poland. Gomulka is neither a Stalini=st nor a denocret. Me kax
gives the apiearance of indepondence. But in my opinion, he wiil
either ne killed or overthrown sfon. For the Polss, he 1s stilli betlter
than & {adar or a Tito.

The esveats in Foland had a goond inflvence on the evants in Fupzary.
They ahowed that the Polos were not &fraid %o miake demands to the
Russiana.

I didn'% know of the frasdom onf aexpression in Poland beforae tha riots
mi in Posnan. One of my friends was &t that %ime in FPelend for the
Gang fastory., After his retura, he tocld me a Jot wnich was peither
mentionsd in tha Vungarian proess ner the Yestern broadoasto.

I think the Pucgarisn revolution was bezubtiful and good. HWhet tha
Poles dld is acother thiang...
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D. Tugoslavia.- Tito has been influventizl in Eastern Turope since

he broke away from the Comnunist camp, and thus changed the plans

of the leaders of the Kremlin. However, Tito is a Communist dictator
like any other one. His polioiss are more flasxible between Wast and
East, ln comparison with Stalin's rigid peiicies.

Tito approved the Hungarisn revolution, he approved Imre Magy, then
Kadar, then he let in the VMungarian refugees. He didn't but talk...

The Russian leaders went to Belgrad becaune Tito's "chains" didn't
reach Hoscow. They made sacrifices in order to hawe peace, and

the other satellites followed. Ecomomically, it is advantageous

for Hungary to have normal relations with Yugoslavia (copper, etc.).

Tugoslavia's standard of living is not good, and the political regime
13 one of dictatorship. Tite is at least mores populer than Rakosi.
Two students vho were in Yupgoslavia told me their experiences there.

5+ nder Moscow's direction, the Communists gained econtrol of Mhina.
Mao-tse-Tpung was & smart man. I'm afreid that some day h~ will
attack the Russians and play tha maln role in the world.

It is true that China is more independent from Moscow than mny other
Communist country. The articles about China never describe har as
leaning on the Soviet Tnion., But China needs the Soviet machines

and technicians. Wevaitheless, the country is too big and too far
for the Kremlin to bs controlled entirely.

5. As a wolld power, Great Fritain was the biggest loser of “orld
War IT. As & conmsequence, il lost Inddla. If jiehru suceeds to increase
India s role im the world, it will =k be primarily thanks to Gandhi.

6. In my opinion, Bgypt did not have the right to pationalisze the
Suea canal. The Anglo -Frenoch intervention influenced the situaticn

in Fungary. e were shocked to see that Sues was more important to
the “Yestern Powers than Rungary. The invasion took away the attention
of the UN and of the US, and the Soviet diplomacy took advantsge of
it. This caunsed much distrust toward the “est in Fungary.

F« Weat Garmany.

1. The est German standard of living is much higher than the East
German. In fact, it is the highest in Yurope today.

2, 1 know of the ljest German Socisl Democratia Party and I fdon't
sympathizs with 1%, as it is Socialist.

J. West Germany alons cannot start enother war., Moreover, she is
a pember In a colleciive militery mi¥xix zlliance.
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L. Yast Cerman rearmament 13 a pgood thing, bocavrse Furope naeds

a strong state whoih can reois? sgeins® an eventusl Russien attack,
gnd save time for the Americans to coms to Kurope's rescus. The
Russlians know this well.

w5 .

5. The Oerman army iz superior to the RMussian army in every field. |
The German Lroops were more disciplined and mmxm had more culture, |
The Russian occupation forcs was much more unpopular in Fungary. |

G. YWestern Turope. | J

I havs no opinien about the British Labor Party.

-

“'est Germany, then Fritain nave the highest stardard of 1living,
Greeca and Italy the lowedti, |

H. The ¥nited States.
1, As far as oulture is concerned, I expected much more [rom tha 1
average /merican men.

2, It is difficult today for the U5 to do something for the peoplo
of Eastern Rurope. It could have done somathing when it had the
opportunity. I don't approve loans to Yugoslavis and Foland. In
the lztter's case, nost of the money will g¢ to Mosgow, whether
there is a Gomulka or not, as the Polep have tight agreemants wikth
the Soviet Union.

3. The Uz must noet recognize the Kadar governmert. On the other hand,
they should try to0 put prsassure on the Soviet Unlon, this ould
allasviate the present situation in Fungary.

i, Ferelen visitors wlll always be welcoms in Fupgary. Not only

for the cconomical benefits, but for what they vill tell about the
gree world, For the same reasons, Western books end periodicals

will alsc be most welcome, especislly that they &re prohibiter today.

. If Pungerian exiles who left ths country now were assocaited with
such activities, it would kake no differences t¢ the people at hona.

7. The Marshzll plan repaired Western Burope’s hed economineal
eituation following the war. The main reason of the U3 wasz to
prevent “he Esst from gainiog over these countries. But the plan
was not i bad business for the US. '

B. By intervening in Xorea, the US intended %o ;top the advance
of Communisn and to localiza & war.



1. Impressionas of the Americecn domestiec scene.

1. In T"ungary the poor pecple were the begzars. In the US, there era
algo poor people in every pecple, but il they don't have & car or
their own house, they den't have to beg. There is an inemployment
ipsurance of "35.00 a weak. The contrast between rlch and poor psopls
is smaller when evarybody pets good salaries.

2. The American trade unions are the only ones in the world which
really fight for the workers' rights. They reise thelr pay, help
tham in case of unemployment, support the legal strikes. Fome

may lesan toward the left, bui the labor unicns are not Communist.

3. 1 don't know the statistice xbax on crémes. The Fungarian communist
papers wrote a lot about juvenile delinguency in the ¥West, bu®t until
know I didnt't see any of this. A1l I saw was the covboy romanticism

in the movies and slsewhars,

li. Secondary schools in tha (IS are weaker than in Surope. The Americans
are trying to mmeliorate the situation by improving the universities.

S+ There are countless ways to spend one's free time: to listen to
the radio, play -olf,watch TV or sit in & bar...

J. The United Yations,

The Uln will sconer or later have the same fate as the League of
Yations becaunse of the mistakes of the TTnited States. It should have
sent a police force to Fungary after the second Russian attack.
Today the g would find i% hard to change a defeat into a wviclory.
1f the delegetesx continue to be afraid of the Soviets, they can
soon renamd the building in which they sit.
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EVII. EROWLEDGE OF AND ATTITUDES TOWARD SELRCTED PTRSORALITIES

As I thiok Beia Xiraly is the greatest living Aungarian today,
For %the Little he did &%t home, end for the more he'll do hers.

Bs 1., &) Imre Hagy, The man had good will, but his thinking wae
too slow.

b) Mindsszenty. VWanted nothipg btut goed for his country.
Through religion, he wants %o lead Rungary to peace snd happiness.

e) Rajk. A Communist like the others, Was liquidated. Pia
reburial played a role in the revolution,

d) Gert. Muscovite 100%.

e) Kadar, He is even worsa,
2. Eisenhower. His first real initiative i3 the so-called Eisenhowar
doctripne., Should do more in order to deserve to lesd the greatest

powar of the world.

Hammarskjold. Re is not a bad man, but for him, too, Sues was
mors important than Hungeary.

Dulles, He follows Eissnhowerts policy.
Eden. Qreat politieian, but slipped at Sues.
Truman. Ho opinion.

3s Mikoyans A scoudrel,
Rehru. A great statesman.
Chiang-Kal-Shek. Some consider him 23 a Chinene leader.
Fereno Nagy. Since he left Hungary, worthless as far as Hungarilanp
politics are concarned.
Roosewelt. Bold Aungary at Talta to the soviet Union.
Adenauner. One of the ablest leaders of Burope upon whom one can
rely against Communiam,
Stalin.A very artful dictato®.
Malenkov. Hlia weak disciple.
Franco, A dictator I domn't like.
Bevan. Mn opinion.
Kerushechav, Tried to consolidata the Communist camp, but the
. Hungavrian revolution rujned hias plane. Ae must not be under-
estimated as a politicizn.
Tito. A Communist dictalor with independsnt ifeas, I don't lika him.
"Peron. I don't know him.
Molotiv., A claver Soviet diplomatl
Churchill. He settled two world ware, and marked the history
of this cantury
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XVIII. ATTITUDES TOWARD WXILES AND EXILE ACTIVITIES:
A. “haracterisation of escapses.
Those who loft Pungary were: the formeay politiecal prisoners releasusd
during the revolution and who fought during ity the freadon fighters

handful of eriainzls.

Those who remeined a+t home are Kadar, the AVH and the Qommunists.
Then those people whe had no leading role in the revoluiion. Many
students and workers simply did not want to lsave their country,
Yther beople had large families. The peasantes were atteched %o thelr
land and had not taken active part in the fighting.

who took active er lweading part in the revoiution, and who feared
deportation; those who had great difficultiss to survive economically
and who sew in the West the only place where they could start a dscent
lifey those who came out for ad vantures, and can't be relied upons &

One of my Friends had the tpportunity to escape, but remained in Fungary,
sayinz tha% things will shange, and that he will wait for a whilae,

The people in Aungary with whom I correspond are not resantful at all,

be cauas thay have great nopes in us. I fell sorry for them and want
to heip them. At the same I know that 9.5 million could not all
a80aps.

Assuming everybody had a chance to come to the Weat, still mont
pedasants would have stayed home, together with ths trus patriots gnd
the lower intelligentsizs. It's hard to guess am percentage in this
conneciion

B. Fungarian exiles and exile organizations.

s I Erew azbout the Wungariap-American Federation, through my uncle's
lettere. I was glad to know that the Fungarians romained togather
abréaad, but T didn't konow their activities.

They certainly did something for Rungary, but I don't know whether
they did enough or not. They certaialy tried to let the world know
that there was & Fuagary and a Hungarian natiom. Many Amsricaps stil)
don't seem to realise this. Today, “his 48 even more important than
ten years ago. The sxiles are also respoensiblae for fLhe permanent
radio broadocasts in Fungarian st RFE and VOA.

During the reveolution, the Hungarlans who had relstives abrosd thought
of them. Otherwise we didp't feel they bhad to do romethiang. After

. November L, we wondered what they could do in order +o halp us,
without anything clear in aind,
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C. I met no Fungarians who zume back from the Yest. But I knew about
the Communist redefectlion :anpaign which was mere propaganda,

Some »eople came back becanas they were not able to meke much money
abroad. Some bacame Commupnists. But the Hungarian people knew perfsct-
ly well that they did not cone back for the reasons teld in the news-
papars,

Ds Tha pecvple in Pungary would like to know the circumstamces in
whioh the refupees live and want to follow their relatives' Tate.

2. In any case, they should lknow the real situation here,

3, ths exiles should make a vtrong propaganda against the Sevriet
Union and Communism, and for Fungar¥'s cause.

. The same thing es at presont. I'11 support any organization which
promctes the alms of the revuvlution.

€. I have joineéd the Preedom Fightera! Association, lead by Bela
KEiraly. Pre-ravolution exllsr can also Join if they esocept the
principlis of the revolution of Qotober, 1556, and fought or wers
persecuted eaprlier by the Commuanists.,

6. leny vungariinx organizatlons remaindd in the spirit in which they

imrigrated, Somoe tried to follow an up-to-date policy, others remained
parsive, The divisions weres not heslthy, but it was still better

thio to have opne single organizations with lote of quarrels inside it.

It wea too early Lo revive the political parties auxRy at tha bteginniag |
of Hovemter, 1756, and there were iLoo many parties. |

I don't Lhink that +he formar exiles could have adjusted themselves
td their parties, or they wonld have wanted to play the [{irst roles.
fut those who lowved their country and were bringing "estern culiure .
vith ther would have been most welcome. 4

Bs L. With an armed group, I would go back to Fungary. But if
1 succaed to get settled here, after 5 or 5 years, with a good Jjob,
11Xl thionk more of it.

2, My children will learn Fungarian, &s my wife will be Hungarian, too,
if thia is possible.
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I1X. ATTDIGNGE RIACTIONS TO RADIO AND LEAFLETS.

A. #adio.

L. I listened to RFE, VOA, PBEC, Paris. In the late evening, the
«pception of tha BP was better. All statlons were Jjammed especially
RFE and VOA.

I listened to the brdadoasts every day, sometimes once a weel., I used
Lo tell the interesting news to my friends. We had our own radio
around which the whole family wonld sit. In the army, we listenad

te the radio in secrest, together with L or 5 other soldiers, and also
one officar who became later Maleter's masistant.

2n It was rather dangerous to listen to the radio breadcasts becauss
this wvas an excellent sccusetion when the Communists wanted to get

ri€ of somebody. It was alweys danperous o listen to the foreign
radio broadoasts. A colleague of my mother, & girl of 26, was denounced
in 1953 by her room-mate and condemned to forced labor.,

3. The broadcasts tried to explain to the Pungarian pszople from the
other side the same news they learnad from the Comnunist side, This way
W@ were able %0 compare thom, and to believe or disbelieve them., Tt was
an excellent counter-propaganda which helped to maintain high the
people's morale, '

But on the basis of the broadcasto, averybody thought that the "Test

wonld support the Hungarisn revolution, Rungary did not need advice,

but effsctive help. We thought the radios had stromg influence on the
governmentis,

I preferred the BRC, because the programs were realistio, and without
too many commentaries.

The news was fairly a-curate. The less sccurate ones were thése of
Radio Madrid.

The radic broadcssts counter-balanced the Compmunist propaganda and
were & real advantage. During the revolution, the radios didn't know
what to do, had no definite programs. Yhat theybtold us then was
nothing new, only the news was intereating.

ks I realized that AFE could not do much during the revolution. Some pro-
grams were interesting, but there were not %oo many differences batween
the various stations.

B . Ideologically, the “estera radion supported the Fungarisn psople,
. but thay did not incite them to revolt. Thae reveolution broks out
for other reasons.
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6. EFE ahould continue to broadcast into Fungary. It must be

& roslistic means of information, and aust inform accurately

the country of the ovents which Leke place in the world. It
should heve twice ot three times & week &8 progrum about kim thoss
who left the country now.

£. 1 would put the emphasis on & resalistic news service, a good
literary prozram, but before that, a high-level freddom-Tightera’
Program.

B- Tes, I heard about the initials N.B.M. and sbout the Twelve
dlenends.

C+ FEP Loafleta,

1, s fttand of mine gave me lesaflets in 195L/55, and also Rekosi
stickers lasl sumres, I passed thes further. Im was in the nrmy

at that %“ime, when an old man came to us and to.d us that a beloon
had landod in a field. ¥We £1) ran there with our officer, apnd we
collected them, bu!i had tine to hid soms in our boots. The vontents
of the baloon were handed over o0 -ur political officer at Erdliget,
near Budapest.

P. We heard aof Free “urope leaflets, first of a’l from the Comnunist
presas, whleh called them an "impu;ialistic provicationn,
up
3, I% was very dangurous to pick the lsaflets, and many people
weara afraid te do se,

i, Their effact could have been increased. But Lf they have no goal
apnd if their distribusion is not ragnlar, they are of no use. Much
depende of courss on “he text. The leaflets played no role during
the revolution., Beforo it, the word "resistance" remidined in the
peonie's nind, as well as n few good Jokos.

S« Loaflats eould stiil be dropped, if the atmosphere is favorabla
to a gew uprising or popular movemesnt ageinst the regime. But one
should be careful with the text. Other romari: the text should

not be too compliocated.

6« What should be straaped depends on the circuastances of the
momant .

e Why the Yestern organisations breadeant and sent leaflets into
Fungary? This 1s the big queation...Befoire the revolutleon, T wae
conyineyd that the Yest would not let us cown. Today, I don't know.
There is a huge contradiction betwe=n whant had been sald and vhat

has happasned. The TOA ias the official mouthpieca of the US Qoveramant,
the BBC Lls objactive, RI'E more independeni bthen V0A. But their goals
are similar, YOA wes nore dry, RFE nado more comments.




XX. CBILD REARING AND DISCIPLINE

1. I think the role of the family is essential; especially how
much time the mother spends with the children. The children should
receive a religious education, should be taught to tellk the truth
and to ba honest toward their parents. They should develop moralily
and physically.

2, Children must be disciplined. But I am against using physical
punishment which should be oniy for exceptional capes. In his

early years, the child should be tought so well that mere words
will be sufficient to meke him obey. Boys and girls should gat

the same treatment, but tha girls give less reasona for punishmant .
instead of beating the child, I would deprive him of somethlng he
1ikes.

3. When I waa 7, J didn't say ‘'good morning! one day to my fathsr
who mado a remark to which I paid no attention. On that Sunday,

he didn't take me to swim, &5 ke always used te do, and I felt very
miserable, because I 1iked the wster very nuch.

“hen 1 was 5, I wWent awsy one day on a sand carriage and cams home
very late. My mother beat me with a spoon; In our family, my
father did the punishing. My sister was also punished, but not very
af ten.

li. Among tha people T knew, the father uwsually did the punishing.
Among workers, the physical punishment was used to a greater
axtent. The peasants' children were more obedient,

Jinder Communism, the parents' influence diminished, because parents
and children were not as close to sach other as before. My friend
who went to Cmechoalovakia told me that the children are pickegd up
by & bus on Monday and taken to a nursery for the whole wesk.

5. Physical punishment is abandanad at the age of 9-10 for girla,
1315 for boys. Punishment in genaral is abandoned after 10 (when
the child become major) or 17.

Rirxixxl Punishment was abandoned earliser for the children of
worlers and peasanis, as they bacams independent earliier and went
%ﬂ Hﬂﬁildﬂndus En? unéam, punishnent was abandoned earlier, but

.a ren didn't obey! The main reason for this was that the
parents had l1ittle time to spend with their ehildren.




6+ Before the war, a teaohsr in an elementary school could use
physical punishment. This was prohibited under Communism. The result
was that school,discipline went down, the children learned less.

The teachers were nervous but could do nothing effective in order to
punish the children. A 28 yeers old girl friend of nine, who wan a
school-teasher, became nsurotic.

7. One makes friends with thoese who share our outlook on 1ifo, and
have the same woys of thinking. I want my friend %o be completely
siocere. 1 want %0 be able to trust him. Ve would ba both unselfish
end help each other in the small and big things.



