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LI, MAJOR SALIENCE AND WARM-UP QUESTION

A. Respondent thinks that the most important things
that Americens should know about the events in Hungary
during the sutum of 1956 are these: virtually all
Hungaians hate the Commmist way of life and the Communist
ideology. The Communist system has been kept allive only
by the armed might of a foreign power, Communism 1In

H is not the rule of a minority, but the rule of
Just & handful of traitors - Eﬂiar actually is in the
hands of the Soviet army. 3. "Americans should corract
tha mipbaken view that the Hungarian revolution was a
fipght of another faction or another shade of Communism,
against Staliniesm. The Hungarian revolution was a truly
anti-Communist uprisingl”
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ITI. CHRONOLOGY OF PERSONAL ERPERIENCES, ATTITUDES AND
EXPECTATIONS DURING THE REVOLUTION

A. On the 23rd of October, respondent worked as usual
from 2 to 10 P.M. in the sawmill where he wasa employed
as an uskilled worker. The workers spoke among themselves
Eigpilr about the students' preparations for demonstrating.
workers hated the regime, but they came from the
country and knew very little of Budapest events. What
little they lmew they spoke of very excitedly and happily,
however, not quite openly yet.

The real news came at © P.M. It was this, STUDENTS
TOFPLE THE STALIN STATUE! Still, workers passed on
news very cautlously, not openly. About 10 P.M., he
went home by bus. As they were heading for down-towun
Budapest, the conductor amnounced that they would go
only up to Orezy Ter(which 1s at the border of the
actual city of Budapest and the outskirts, the suburbs
and the green balt.ge.Eb- le on the bus were surprised.
The excited talk which had been goling on among the
pesgengers now became even Teverish, and noticeably
cheerful and happy.

They now learned that all traffic was stopped down-town,
but respondent lterates that these people came from the

peripheries of town and were not well informed yet.

Ap they appracched the last stop, they heard the nolse
of rifle fire and theclatter of machine guns.

People referred to news items which teld about "silent
demonstrations". They remarked, "What is a loud demon-
strati like if this is a silent one?l" and people

laughed happlly.

"There is apparently some change goin on," siad some
one elege and puch remarka came from all over the bus.

Respondent saw the streets full of people In groups every-
where, particularily in front of the houvees in the doorways.

He walled over to lagy Korut and there he found a group

of people who were systematlecally destroying street lights.
They threw atones with 2 great deal of glkdll and destroyed
the lights this way. Respondent Jjolned them and he thinks
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that they did a very thorough job. It occurred to
him that the people might like the streets to be in dark |
neas for any fighting that might occur. W¢ They heard

that people were shot at at the radlo station., As he
wallkked down the streets, he saw many people in the streets
and he saw one car buwrning and he was told that this car
belonged to the film industry which had sent somecne

to talke piectures, but the people didn't want fo be sesn.
That ie why they overturned the car and set it on filre.

He also saw more cars and trucks with the Hungarian

national colors without the Communist emblem. The

people on these trucks simted to others that on the

following day they would strike. By then, 1t was late, |

;huut 11 P.M, and people showed no signs of wanting to go
oma .

He saw one group on the comer of Kiraly Utca and Korut
which, like many others, was talking about the evente
and a man showed & hole in hia coat which had been made
by a bullet, The essence of the sonversations was thus:
people felt that the system had to be changed, that the
Russians should go home and Communism should not prevail.

They heard about Imre Nagy ‘s declaration of a state
of alepge and they were then aﬁainng him as well.
"Enough of all of this dirty deall" was the most often
repeated plogan. HRespondent did not hear even one
disgenting opinion.

Respondent gol on a street-car where students and
young woriers were distributing leaflsts which eald
that the people should strilte until the Russian army
leaves, Paople were very imterested in these leaflets
- and literally tore them from each others' hands. Several
people in the street-car read the leaflets aloud and
people tallked quite openly. This all took place about mid-
b g night. Then sespondent went home.to the fifth district.

Sp of the morning of the 24th, respondent remarks
that Communist Party headaquarters were located 1n the
fifth district quite close to his homse., In the morning,
he saw the streets full of Russlan tanks and soldiere.
He evar saw Russian navy uniforme. At the same time, he
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heasd rumore that AVO members were dressed as sallors.
A1l of this military might was set up particularly around

the Party headquarters.

Respondent then went to one of friendfs home and stayed
there throughout the revolution so as to evade the A

if they looked for him at home. They could heer noises
which more and more assumed the pooporiions of real
batlle noises. Gun fire, the banging of mortars, ete.
He did not think of going to work and he didn't see
any one else go, elther.

The big apartment house where he was now staying wlith

his friendt's family housed many workera, real proletarian

famities who had been placed there in the stead of families
deposed saveolved 7Y in the deportations in Hungary. lone of

those there pave any sign of even thinking of goling ©o

worlc, All these workers spoke bitterly againet Communiaem.

A friend of thefrs who came to visit lived acroes

the street from an AVO building. The AVO was so afraild
of the people that thep blocked the streets completely.
They stood with cocked sudb-machine guns in the doorways
and windows. When the thirteen year old boy of one of
the tenante casually went to a window, he was shot from
across the street by one of the AVO men. He was shot in
the neck and severely wounded, Such stories reached the
hundreds ,

In the evening, the government news agency announced over
the radioc that rebel groupe skeuid surrendergbne after
the other.

Onn the 25th, sometime between ten and eleven, he saw

two Hungarian trucks full of soldiers shouting, "Russians,
go homel" and he saw a crowd with national flags moving
toward the Farliament. He followed them. He heard shootling
coming from the direction of Parllament, the clatter of
machine gunc. He started wallking facter and people
coming from the Parliament were telllng each other excltedly
that the AVO were massacring people., AVO men standing in

the windows of the Ministry of Agricultwre fired into the
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unarmed crowd, They shot several hundred of them.

Now he started rumning toward P arliament and there he

gaw about 300 wounded and dead in the square.

Treuks and cars arrived to take wounded to hospitale.
He helped to carry two wounded to a pick-up truck and went
with them to a near-by hospital. One man was severely
wounded and was in a coma. The woman's leg was hurt and
she oried sllently. When arrived at the hospital,
many people from the hospi ran to them and carried

’ the wounded up stalrs,

Regpondent asked, "Do you need any help?" The peopie
answered, "For the time being, we can take care of the
situation." |

Reepondent went baci to Parliament Square and heard

more details. A huge crowd demonstrated fpr the 16

derands in the morning. The Ruefiian tanks wese standing

thers, The commander of the Russian tanks was talling

in a friendly manner with the surrounding people and as

the demonstration went on. AVO men standing in the

windoms openad fire. They shot this Russlan off'icer

and hundreds of people. Then the guns of this Russian

tank crew were turned against the window of the Ministry

of ulture and they shot the AVO men. |
tely, humdredns fled from the square and others :

went back to help the wounded., Respondent notes that

thousande would have died if this Russian tank crew had not :

ghot the AVO men. |

Now, respondent decided not to go home to hls room.
It was at thies point that he decided not to return to his
own. home, but rather to stay only with the famlly of his
friend already mentioned, As he wallted back there, he

: saw people becoming brotherly toward sach other. A11
strangers were friends and they disoussed events.

v After lunch with a friend, they went to g towm,
locking around and thinking quite seriously of Joining
one of the rabel bands. As they rpogressed, they learned
that the AVC was no longer hn streets. They all
withdrew to theilr own buildings. They were safe only when
they were surrounded by Rusplian tanks,
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In the evening, his friend recognized an acquaintance
among an armed wp. He asked whither they were bound
and learned that they were out to liberate the Freedom
Fighters from an AVO building where they were being
held in Izabells Street. Respondent and his friend
decided to join the group. They were given rigles and
when they arrived at the AVO builgtg§, & group of
Freedom Flghters already had the d under fire.
Tha AVO fired back and there were several wounded. Two
ambulances came and they also mere fired upon by the AVO.
The FF now blew up the entrance to the bullding an<
invaded it.

While the fighting was going on, respondent also fired =2C
windows where he thought the AVO were. He tallted with

other FP who were part of this attack an@l they compared
thair reasons for [ighting. As they talked, respondent

told the FF with whom he was lying on the ground fir

away that he had been In various prisons and concentratcion
camps for seven and a half years. When the actual storm-
ing of the building was about to take place, his companions
suzgested that he go home and not take part bacause if

they were captured by the AVO, his presence might prejudice
the revolution. They told him of an announcement made by
the radio on the previous day that among three rebels
captured, one was a political prlsoner and another was
unanployed, The FF was so anxious not to have thelr repu-
tation endangered by the particpation of political prisonere
that they dlssuvaded him from further fighting and he also .
reports that during these talks, the convictlion that the

FP would win providing no Russian troops arrived was shared
by everyone to whom he talked,

Although he accepted the ag@évliece of his comrades, he

8t111 stayed there zlthough he did not storm the bullding
with them. He =aw the prisoners freed, lle remembers

that they had been badly beaten apparently by the AVO.

He went back to the friend with whem he was staying and
didn't tell him the etory because he still had the fear
that the AVO might suppress the revolution and he dldn't
want to compromise his friends.
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On the 26th, respondent took part in a desperate demon-
stration in front of the American legation building. The
demonstrators asked for UN help in making the Russians
go home and that free Hungadan electionsz be held under
UN supervision.

The days between the 27th and the 3rd went like this:

In the house where he wap staying, there also lived

three members of the secret police. One of them, who
regpondent considers to be quite decent, reported to

the ¥F during the early days and he was told that his

cage would be reviewed and Af he was needed to help, he
would be notified. The othar two AVO members contlnued to
live in the house, but they remained hidden most of the time,
These two ghared living quarters.

Cne day, a team of civilian guards came and wanted to |
talte one of these AVOs to the building of the FF., That
particnlar AVO was not at homw so they egted that

his wife go with them to tell the FF about her husband.
In tun, e wWoman 8 stad that they talke the other
AVO and so they dm.uﬁy found short wave radioes

in the possession of both of these AVO men. When thelr
papers c¢learly showed that they were radio peopls, they
were 8ll releaped. They were given papers by the clvilian
guards saying that they would be recalled to police head- |
quarters if they were needed. For the time bing, they |

were olkay.

In three days, respondent took part in organizging |
g democratis-Catholic organization which had been

dissolved years ago. He seid it was amazing to Bee |
how many people reglatered to be active members. AL |
the same time, he saw other old democratic organizaifionn

which had been forbidden during the Commmist regime.

Recpondent was in the Parliament building twice on matters
per ing to the reorganization of this Catholic group.

He attended many conferences and helped fﬁoﬂgganize the
organization of former political prisoners of the
Christian Youth Organization. lany demosratic organlizations
wvent to the Parliament bullding to ask for permission

to resume thelr activities,
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Respondent also took steps to initlate a paper for
thelr group and he attended a large conference of
Catholic parties and organizations which wanted to
coordinate their efforts and fuse the efforts of
similar organizations,

He remarks that some older people were clumsy in their
approach to coordination and were not so ready to
worlk out common platforms as were the younger people,
But everything was carried out in the spirit of
democracy and brotherly underetanding.

He adds that 1EE{ on one of his trips to Parliament,

he saw Istvan i wallkking out and around quite aimlessly

and greeting everybody in & most friendly manner and
aging in eonversation with anyone who wanted to

talk with him,

Respondent says that Monday wes & partiocularly happy day.
Everything seemed to shape up nicely. Everyone felt

that it would be quite appropriate to resume work

on Monday, the 5th. Students offered their free sgervices
to clean up the city of the debris left from the
fighting. The people had the feeling that they were
movihgetieardshy prepdy-futhurae -democracys

moving toward a great future democracy.

On Novembar #thﬁ at dawn, they heard guns and ?g::{ firing.

Then came Imre Nagy's speech on the radio and b

an ungpeakable embitterment filled respondent and his frienda.

Yet, they had one hope, "The West can't let us down."
This was thelr conviction. In this, they found comiort.

Yet they lcoEed forward realistically to what was in
store for them in the next few days. They cleaned up
the gair-raid shelter and took beds for the children
to the shelter so that they would be protected in case
the fighting reached their neighborhood,

Amazingly enough, the telephone service remained intact.
Telephone conversations with friends brought the serious
econsideration of resuming the fight. But they reached no
decision. A1l day, they stayed in the hmse and they saw

very few people.in Ghe atreets.

In the next three or fouwr days, an amazing and herolc
pieture unfolded in the eity of Budapest. The battle~line
changed constalitly and the Kadar regime was in pover

in the areas which wers surrounded by Russian tanks.
When the tanks moved away, back went the rebels. Then

it wae free area apain.
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The hatred toward Kadar wap beyond lmagining. They hated
him even more than Rakosi had been hated. It was during
these daye that respondent listsned to the radio along
with the two AVO people in thelr building. He tells us
that both AVO men cursed the WEst for not extending aild
to the Imre Nagy regime. And for not liberating Hungary
by this means.

But people didn't give up hope easily and he tells us
about an incident which othere, took placa on

the Tth or Oth. While Fi' and Russian tanks wepe engaged
in fighting, a truck full of bread was going to the
Rokup hospltal. Becasue of the heavy fighting, the truck
could not get to the hospital.

The FF handed out »ifles to everyone who happenad o be

in the streets in that area and respondent was one of then.
They were asleed by the FF to keep the street under fire

so that the Rupsian tank was diverted and the truck got
through. This wes achieved by the valiant truck driver

who eppeded up ¥ his truck apnd drove through to the entrance
of the hoepital. There he was allowed to enter with the

much needed bread,

On the 8th or the 9th, he and several friands declded

that they would make and distribute lsaflets. They
printed the famous poem of Gyula Illyea about tiranny.
They also gecided to prént Rusaian language leafllets
requesting the Russlan soldlere not to fire at Hungerlans,
but to unmderstand what the atr a waa about. They, however,
goulé find no Rusasian tyve (Cerillic). In other leafletbs,
they reproduced the demands setting forth that the
Ruesians withd=zaw and that the H riang do not resume
work until Russians withdrew. At long last, they managed
to get Cerillic type and theyprinted and distributed
Russian lsaflets.

Respondent says that the distribution of both the Russian
and tha Hungarian leaflets took place in the traditional
secret manner, They were very cautlious and gave bunches
of leaflets only %o those who were identified by sacret
gigne, but no names or where abYouts were disclosed.

A great many lsaflets were pasted on walls during the
night.
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On the 10th, he saw a policeman and a civilian reading
one of the le&fidets and he heard the policeman remark:
YT told you it's not over yet." They smiled and left.

Respondent now decided it would be betfer for him to
reméin in hiding because mors and more of his acquaint-
ancepn were caught by AVO and they disappeared.

On the 17th, he and a friend decided to flee to the
West. They found a truck going to a emall town close

to the WEstern border and the driver was ready and
willing to take refugees with him without aslcing any
money. Thus, they departed and were captured by Russlans
in & nearby city, but were relsased upon making some
explanation and showlng some papers. Most of them had
some false papers. Those who had none were halped out
hylpﬂﬂple who were more sucocessful in ldentifying them-
ge.Lved.

On Noveymber 19th, he and his friend crossed the border
masquerading as lumberjecks, after a most heoctic two
gdays in the border reglons %ry:l.n,g to evagde detection
and after having been harassed by border guards.

A, Before the demmnstrations, respondent thought that
relaxation in ﬁﬁvarnmant polity would have to follow
because the entire nation was alert and unrelenting
in its demands. for more freedom.

First, he heard over the radio about demonstrations

to be staged. The radic even announced the areas and

the instances in which they were permitted, and those

in which they were not permitted. Permission was granted
by the Mimistry of the Interleor.

The first news of the demonstrations reached respondent
at his place of work when he heard of the students!
toppling Stalin's statue. "On the 26th of October,

I was in front of the Parlisment building and I saw
people huwrrying and running to the American Legation.
They clamored for more interest on the part of the West.
They clamored for Western help. I had the feeling

that I had to tale part in hugping the WEst to pee that
it was practically all Humgerians who want freedom, The
larger the crowd became, the more I felt that the West
could reach the realization that we were not fighitng

for peanuts, but for the greatest ideals held by the West."

i i
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Ha joined this demonstration alone.

The mother of the friend with whom respondent stayed
during the reveolution tried to dissuade him and his
friend from participating in the demonstrations.
"Watch yourselves, you may get hurt or even shot."

But »espondent found no reason for being afraid, The

AVO had shown iteelf only during the first two days.
From then on, the AVO withdrew to their cwn "bases".

On the other hand, respondent thought of personzl
consaquences, He figured that he might be jailed again
if he were caught, and the revolution was not successful.

Respondent felt elated throughout the demonstrations,
"At long last, I ecould open my mouth," said he.

Reppondent wanted, from the beginning, the government

to tranaform itself completely and to declare neutrality,
and demand the immédiate withdrawal of the Russlan
cocupztion forces, and then to hold free elections.

What he expected to be actually realized was much

less than thls., He thought the Nagy government would
stay in power and the same system would continue, but
with relazed controls and the AVO's might El.‘!:‘tﬁiiﬂd.

The demonstrators were "the population of Budapest”,
respondent inpists. They wera it only students. Men
had a slight majority, but there were really all age
groupe and both eexes amply repremented. There was no
lea dersghip amohg the desmnstrators. There were some
who made suggestions, but it anld have been anyone.

Some people shouted louder and others liptened tal these,
When some Eillﬁ slogan was shouted, 1t was silenced

by "voice vote".,

B. 'he fighting - The demonstrations turned into fight-
ing. respondent holds, because Goro spolke 2 venemous

uage about the demands for freedog, and because the
AVO opened fire at demonstrators.

The revolutionary slogans came up during the night
of the 23»d. "Down with Gero" - "Russlcie, go honet"
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Respondent cannot recall when the term "Freedom |
Fighter" was first applied to those who participated |
in the national uprising. He maintains that the |
term "felkelo", which 18 a little closer to insurgent

or rebel, was used more.

When asked who fought, respondent answered that in the I
haiinning, the fighters were mostly college students, |
but later they were joined by workers, particularly

$oung workers, and they held out a little longer.

Respondent emphasized that many okiler people, age

40 and 50, also took part. "There would have been

many more freedom fighters if we had had more weapons

at our disposal,"™ It 1s possible that more people

diedu died unarmed while demongtrating or bullding

barricades then while armed and fighting. I don't

see any distinction between who fought and who didn't

because it secemed that people caem from all walks of |
life, but perhaps people of the middle-clidss held

back somewhat., Mainly because they didn't want o

malke it appear that the revolution was thelir cause

and not the cause of the entire nation."

The fighters got their arms from the soldiers who

handed them over and from the weapons rooms of the

barracks. Allegedly there was an arsenal in the

Kilian barracks destined for use under the terms of

the Warsaw asreement if Hungarian forces were

committed in that connection. They found a large |
supply of arme at this depot.

The organization ofFF worked out rather spontaneously -
this word best describes everything. People @ldn't seek
v leadership, but it had to be assumed in certaln
gituations. In other situations, it was assumed by
another person. Everything seemed to move by itsalf.

As bo hie own feelings, respondent speaks of anger and
hatred toward the henchmen of the ragima.tggar and
thought of consequences werw driven into background.,
by the inner urge to abolish the imamer system of terror.
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In tha first faw'&aya,'rangnnﬁant difdn*t believe that
the revolution could win, "After I fn:gg;, 1 saw myself
captured and I tried to build up my d se for when
AVO would asic me why and how."

Respondent recalls, "But I had the feelling that I had
no cholce and I had to fight 1t out.”

After the revelution succeeded and freedom was regained,
respondent didn't think it could lose out again to the

of Communism. It couldn't lose bacause the free
world could not let the FF flovm, he hobed,

In epite of his expectations, respondent feels he was
not surprised at the government'!s ealling in Russian
trunpa.#ﬂﬁjf‘g?f#x}! He Ithew well enough the dia-
bolic nature Gerot's mind. He thought the entire
leadership with Oero was capable of doing anything
to maintain their power.

¢, The re-invasion - Respomminet told in detall of his
part in the activities. When the Red army had begun iis
petreat,respondent thought that it was genuine. He heard
that the Sofdet withdrawal had been halted two or three
dayes before November 4th's invasion. He heard the news
over the radio where it was announced that Russlan units
were pgolng into Hungary. He began p his escape
when he learned that several of hos Iri 8 had been
arreated by the AVO,

D, Conclusion - Respondent feels, "The Hungarlan people
regained national conSciousness for decadds or even

for centuries to come, The revolution made it impoesible
for any form of Communism to exist in . Communism
lost its last foot hold. Without the revolution, perhaps
a Gomulla-type govermment could have been insta lled as

eye-wash, but not now."
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1v. EXPECTATIONS OF AID FROM THE WEST

A. Respondent expected from the Wgst, "TO prevent
the Russians from crushing the Hungarian revolution.”

He expected the West to reach this goal diplomatically.
He feelt that ths Russians would have retreated if the
West had talken & firm stand, and had théy not done sop
armeg should have been shipped to Hungary.

B. Whether reglme warnings that the West was ready to
attack or the radio gave him the idea that the Wesat
would help, he said that 1t was nelther. "Reality
persuaded me that the Western world must see that 1t
could never have a better opportunity to amnihilate
the power which 1s menacing it, the power of Soviet
Russila,

"I @4dn't belive that in the 20th century, countries
devoted to democracy would tolerate the subjagation
of a country completely agdinst this subJugation and
for freedom and democracy.”

C. Respondent had no contact with any forelgners
during this time,
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V. SOCIAL CLASS STRUCTURE AND ATTITUDES

A, Hes ent'e father was part-owner of a grocery
wholesale firm before the war., After the war, he Hlﬂfg
allowed o take part in the management of a much smaller
grocery store, to which the former firm was reduced.
Even this was talen away in 1948 and in 1650, his father
end mother were deported. They were released in 1053 and
from then on, his father had been an umagkilled worker.
He worked for an industrial £irm that mekes toys, His
father's income before the war ammfnted to mora than
1,000 pengo & month which was certainly good money.

After the period of inflatiom, his father's Income wasa
somewhere arcund 1,000 forints. From 1953 on., his father
never earned more than E0O forints a month. Before the
war, hig father owned about 1,300 acres of good land,
half of an apartment houce amnd of five stories and
another of four stories. Hls land was taken away without
. uu:izg%mtiun in 1945 and his real estate was cahceled

His Tather is a commercial high school graduate and hise
mother hes two years of college.

B. Socigl classes - In an attempt to name the seedfi-
eoeial classes in ., respondent describes them as
first, bhhe Communist leadership which censists of
government leaders, Party functionaries, and AVO officers;
algo plant commlttee officials, that is uzeml blzotisag
officials, Secondly, upper middle-classs or lower upper-
erust and respondent lists the following: industrisl
mansgement, ocutstanding athleéetes recognlzed by the
system, ectors, artists, scientiste, authors, and
ecornomie expar%a rocognized by the reglme., Tﬁirdlw,

the intelliganteiz; fouwrth workers; fifth, peasants;
sixth, priscnars.

Respondent definitely feels that there is such a social
clase as prizoners.

Spezleing of contact with sach of thesge groups, respondent
says that,"as & prisoner, I was wlth thieg social clans
for T years, was with them body and poul.”
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For over three and-a-hailf years, he was with minors
who were aupposed to be partleularly fond of the regime,
but who were not at all,

After he was released from prison, he worked as an
unekilled laborer and manifeld intercourse with workers.
At the pame time, he had munh contact with acquaintances
in other social classes except for the upper crust. These
acquaintances were made in a uliar way in prison. As
people walked in, they still belonged to their actual
class and developed "prison class¥ status only as time
went on., Even members of the upper crust came in consider--
able numbers same to prisons and concentratlion camps

in which respondent spent some time.

opealdng of his attitudes towards these gpooups, he said
that the upper crust e¢lings desperately to its power; 1itis
power-mad. The political upper erust can be characterized
by an old English term, "moral insanity"”. Respondent
feels that most of them are not very talented.

Artists, actors, athletes are a type #f fellow traveler.
Sooner or laterm moat of them losc their positions any-
way, if they are not completely subservient to Communisnm.

The intelligentsila, respondent feels, is intimidated and
not much ecan be expected of them,

The workers don't have mcuh to lose and they bravely

face the regime, Peasantry feels the same way, but because
of' 1ta soclal and economlc structure, and psychologlcal
atructure, it 13 more resgserved.

Prisoners are liks workers says respondent from experience
They Ere even more so, Since they can't lose much, most
of' them are desperate, and may be counted upon if anpther

uprising takes place.
Respondent feels that he beléngs withthe prisoners.

He has no doubt that the workers and even more the
prisoners were hardest hit by Communism. Part of the
intelligenteia, but the ones who remsined were pleasantly
surprised by the facft that they were not exterminated.
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He oeys almest literally, the peasantry sltuation no
doubt deteriorated, but not to such an extent as that
of the workers. The workers were the onea who expected
the moet of the regine and who recefwved the least.

C. Class opinions - Before the revolution, there were
strong socilal differences.and-snsaszenstems With the
exception of the bwo upper crusts, social and politieal,
everyone thought of the others as being the beneficlaries
of the syatem., Of course, they didn't think this of the
prisonera,

In the revolution, these differences were washed away.

It is highly significant, "that in the revolution, people
in the street found out that everyboily hated the system
and that they could count on each other.

According to an obaclete principle, every situation must
be good for pomebody. Based upon this truism, 2ll soclal
clagees suspected the others and realized only during the
revolution that this situvation in Hyngary was an exception
It did injustice to everyone except the unsecrupuwlous or
the very few fortunate indispensable artists and athletes,
ete. And even this non-political part of the upper-crust
hated the regime thoroughly."

E. Social advancement - The chances for an individual
to get ahead in Communist Hungary are these! "The
recipe was this: Join the Party 6r the secret police
and forget about every moral consideration end you will
get & good position. When persons or principles within

the Party change, you change algo.”

Respondent eZi-- tells up about indispensable expert
Inowledge being used ae long as they don't find a replace-
ment, But the moment they find a good Party member who
lmows even half as much, the coriginal expert is kicked
out and replaced. The bourgeois could not get ahead

if it did not become a completely subservient Commumist.

Il'l 19-45’ m:,l“ anm—ﬂﬂuli—nri#-ﬂﬂﬂﬂ——l-l-'l'Il-lrl"--l-ll-l

elenentes jJoined the Communist Party, especially many
young Jewiah people. By 1953, a large per centage of them
was removed f'rom lsading positions which they had obtained
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quite easily in the first few yvears.

The new course, according to respondent, had this effeot
on the socisl mobility: most prisoners, from sonstant
beatinge and kiclkdng around, became simply slave workers.
That wg; the only aignificant social change he could

As to what kind of individual got ahead in Communist
Hungary, respondent suggested that"unprinicpled, unscrup-
ulous opportunists lMachiavelian pushers who adapt to all
changes 1n Communist ldeology and Party structure are
those who get ahead. The who had pained esiperience
in eruel oppresslon under the Nazl regime or acquired

2 new one under the Communists."
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Vi, FAMILY LIFE UNDER COMMUNISH

A. Commmnist effects -~ Respondent emphasizes that Commmism
hed only a limited effect on fanily life. To a certain
degree, it had a disintegrating effect which went hand

in hend with the loosening of principles in the sexual
moral code, Concretely, it looked like this: "Contrary

to genersl Hungarian custom, the wamen, in general, had
to work. Both parents usually expended all thair energies
in the long hours of harried work and they had neither
time nor inclination for devoting much time to their
young c¢hildren. At the same time, it must be noted

that the efforts of Communism to induce children and
women: to Inform on family membars felled completely.”

B, Rearing childrem - According to respondent, the rearlrg
of children changed partioularly because paremrts haven't
mueh time for their chilldren as mentiocned above. They have
to be taken care of after work. It seems that Communism

is bent on taling the children out of the family sphere.
It begine in the nursery, In splte of this basically
hampering oircumatance, he thinks in moet familles,

the parents love their children as before and are

anxious to have them under good influences and to dave
them from bad influences. At the same time, they have

to protect their children and in many famiiiea, children
are taught duplicity. They are taught to accept the
schools' teachings without objection, but to realize,

at home, that these are lles. Parents tell the children
what they consider right and wrohg, but at the same

time, the child is taught not to reveal at achool

that which he has been taught at home. This contributes
greatly to the fallure of Communist indcetrination.

But, of course, not everything 1s up to the parenta.
For instance, the Kim ir Sen school of the Korean
ptudents in Budapest, They sided with the revolution.
lobody could contend that they had learned such things
from their parents, '

Respondent feels that pamental influence in the last

ten years hee bean lesganed in every way. However, no

real blanket stetement can be made. He mentions interestig
examples of <dlpobedience, but does not att2lbute them
necassarily to Commmisam., He knows of examples where
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the Communist Party Secretary suggested to his boy
that he become an AVO member. The boy refused with
disgust. He also kmows of cases where the good old
sant folks told their boys not to become AVO off-~
cera and they didn't give a darn what their folke
thought and became AVO men anyway. Such instances as
these are exceptionally rare,

Parental influence on the whole has lessened because

the energles of parents are taxed to the utmost in

their jobs. Generally speaking, the present-day parent
has less time and energy than the parent of pre-~Commumist

Hungary.

The school system also contributed to this new freedom
by giving ideas to students that they should "bravely
face" their parents and tnmn against them, "valiantly",

While this procedure wae not an out and out success,
still Commmism did succeed in lessening parental
influence on the whole, However, these changes are
not the same for all social classes. For lnstance,

peasants are less effected.

The role of the grade and high schools os just about the
same.

C. Sex patterms - As for marriage and changes of the
last ten years, respondent explains that divorce
increased "to an incredible extent". Conjugal faith-
fulness decreased and a much smaller per centage of
glirls remained virgins until margiage.

"Since in many or most cases, the mother 1s not at home,
she therefore wields less influence on the life of the
family, thus there i1s much less family life. Both
parents spend thelr days away from wach other and from
their loved ones’ In spite of all this, familles are
Btrdng and the family affection 18 deep.

Boye and girls become acquainted most often in sehool

and on jobs. Not only during actual worlding hourse, but
at parties which are a p art of the "eultural program'.
There are many dances arranged ajthe various hotels.

Some are callad "five o'clock teas" and some are called
"night dances". Anyone may dance wiith anyone. It's purely

R o O
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individual choice.

Extra-marital relatione have less obstacles to over-
come than before. Divérced women ard particularly
willing to "carry on" in extra-marital liaisonas.
Howevar, immorzlity is otill immorality in the minds
of the vast majority of the people and it is condemmed.

However, condemnation has become less severe. Up until
the last few years, abortions were strietly forbidden

by law, On the other hand, the Commmist courts

declared paternlty on the basis of only the slightest
evidence. These two factors prompted many girls to

be unafrald and aleo account for the inereased number

of 1llegitimate children., It was only in the lakt few
vamrs that abortions were permitted. Each case was
investigated and judged ividual}y and it was only
during the last few years that the use of contraceptives
was suggested. ,

Licensed prostitutien was sbollished in 1948. From then
on, only seeret prostitution was possibde, but there was
a conegiderable amownt &€ this,

Respondent feels that there was no partieular preference
nnttha part of the Communiste for any particular sex
pattern,

There was a book published which may be conaidered

as indlcative of Communist views on ethiecal/f. The
title was "Communist Ethies" by Geza Losonczy. On

the other hand, one may cengider that motion pilctures
exprass the overall attitude of those who are respon-
glble for film production. Respondent says that the
films wery¥= above reproach in dealing with matters

of sax, Cautlously respondent arrives at this coneluaslon
from his own axperience: "It seems that Communists

did not favor immoral life for working men and women
because they probably wanted them to conserve their
energies for work. A friend of mine commented that the
Communisete would probably advocate talding the pleasure
from saxual intercourse so thatTiﬂ'fewﬁr people would
participate in this activity./ Then the psople could
utilize all thelr energy for work production.

R L ——— 2 Pt
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B --Frtendehip-nwigh-Cormunioss—-

When respondent was agked whether he felt that Communigs

were more or less inhibited about sexual matters, he
is indignant and asks, "How on earth could one tell?"

D, Friendship with Communists - Iff reapondent had a
ﬁnud friend who became a Party functliomary, he felt,

I'd spit in his eve!" This would break up their friend-
ship for good. He continues, "If I could stand life

in pri son for T# years, then anyone can stand being
an unskilled worker if he were kilcked out of hig job
for not becoming a Communist."

Respondent actually lmew of such cgses with the results
he already predicted. o real friendship could be con-
tinued by keeping politiecs out of it because politiecs
in a Communist country touch everyone's life.

When probed, recpondent admita lmowing of cases where
friendships continued and the Communist was not considered
a traltor by his friend.

E. Crimes and alcoholism -- Crime inoreased by about
10-20%, respondent feels.estimates - "But what had been
virtua minmown wuntil 1945 in Hungary, rapeg, was
now committed in disturbungly great numbers by Jjuveniles
and thelr elders. This was due solely to Russian influ-~
ence. People never evan had the 1ldea before, with the
exception of a {ew completely pathologlcal casee. The
idea itself originated with the Russlans who invaded
Hungary in 1945, looting and raping. Those wholeszale
rapes geve morally infirm, but otherwise normal
persons, the ldea,"

The exrime rate among women went up slightly because,

in many instance, Commumniste lured farm girls with

great promises of eduectien- higher education in
Budapest and were later ashamed to return to their
villages when the promised schools were closed down.
They then remained in Budapest and became street-walkers.

Juvenile delinquency increased greatly. This wae fue
to the fact thaet compulsory education ceased at the
age of 14, but the minimum working age was 16. During
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this two vear time lapse, they had no where to go
and didn't want to continue studies, neither wanted
to nor oould work and just loafed and finally became

delingquents.

Another highly contributory factor was the general
misery felt by all.

When asked whether the government is adequately
helping to overcome thie esituation and hos the police
force effects results for non-political crimes, respon-
dent becomes highly excited and says, "There just isn't
sny comparison with the previous Hungarian police. The
entire system is concerned with poltical crimes and
this interest consumes moet of their ensrgles and

their personnel is not trained to deal with eriminal
cages., Only political crimes hold the center of attention.
Even the sentences administered were more lenient than
during the previous regime. Most all of the criminals
with whom respondent vas in prison preferred the formen
regime because their treatment was then more humane.”

Alocoholism has certainly inereased and is still on
the rise, Rum is particularly favored because, until

rvecently, 1t was cheap. Many women consumed this also,

;vun though, before Commmism, hard liquer was unknown
or women.,

Practically speaking, the "Jampec" were urban youth

who liked extravamant elothing and wild, modern dancling.
They had & diffasrent outlook on 1life than most people
because they were very easy golng and jazz seemed to
be-the only art-form which interested them. They ware
safit-guit hates and loud scarges. lioat of them weee
workers in city areas. Most of the Jampecs were the sons
of workers end only a few were spong of intelligentsia,
Very few were studenta. llot all of them were

es some were about 30. They may have been easy-go

in life, but they were valiant in death. Respondent
explained that although they were not to his liking,

he admires them because, during the revolution, they
fought 1like men,
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VII. RELIGION

A. Commmist effect - Re t assessed the effect
of Commmism on religious life as, "In cersain respects,
Communism weakened the churches, but in others, it
strengthened them., It may be surprising to hear this,
but the fact is when Commmism oconfiscated all church
property, churches emerged spiritually and intellectually
stronger. Churches also became stronger because they
were for the people and against Commmism and the people
appreciated this consoelation and love. e crowds
were attracted to church. They found spiril and
intellectual refuge there, At the same time, from
the very first, Communists wrote and preached their
doctrines, they painted terrible pilctures of priests
and undeniably, some of this propaganda stuck. Many
young people remained unatracted by the church.”
Catholice

The faith hardest hit is the @pmmmés® church, re-

ent said because of three maln reasons: its
ideology 1is totally opposed to Commmiem that the
Communists had to tale up a fight, Papal encyclicals
condemed Communism page after page; secondly, ite
priests proved the most unylelding because they
eould afford to be so since they had no wives or
children to think of as did the Protestant clergy.
Catholic priests were more wnafraid, Thikdly, the
Catholic is & world faith with more ties to outslde
countries than say the Calviniste and the Lutherans
which are the two main Protestant religions in Hungary,

Protestants had their heroic priests, too. They suffered
a great deal for their fdth and their uncompromising
atand. On the whole, Protestantism became less sipgnifi-
cant and some fellow-travelers assumed leading roles,
Many of the falthful held out more resolutely than
thelr preachers.

About the same holds true for Judaoism. However, re-
epondent emphagizes that moat Jews are not religious
and the religious Jews care nothing for polities.

B, PFersoaal religious life -~ Res ent thinks that
religion plays an important role his life., He thinks
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it ie more important in his own lffe thah in that of
his parents. At the same time, he has difficulty in
estimating whether he is more religious than the aver-
age person in Hungary, Finally, he determines that he
18 about the same as the average in his religlousness.
He regularly eontinues to attend weelly services and
relates that his 74 years imprigonment atemmed-from
hig Catholic activities in public life. Puring-bhe- After the
revolution, he devoted most of his time and energy

to serving the cause of Cathollc obganizations, in the
few free days allotted them.

¢. Church function - Respondent votes for complete
irdependence between church and state. Churches may
heve their own schools, he thinks, for those who pre-
fer this. There should be religiouas instruction in
schohla, but it should not be compulsory. In this
unnneutiun, he brings up an interesting fact: in the
few dayp of freedom, {ree Hungarian educational author-
ities decided that religious instruction should be
restored to pchools and should not he compuleery and
contrary to Commmist practice, those wishing religious
training for their children would not have to register
with the authofities, but rather those who do NOT wish
such education for thelr children. [espondent advocates
this method oft practice, in a free Hungary.

Respondent feels that the church shoulld most emphatically
NOT take any part in politics. Churches should take
stands only in matters of ideclogy.

D. Jewish minority ~ Respondent thinks thaf{fhe Jewish
religion has also been hurt by Communism to about the
same degree as others. Jewish schoole were eliminated.
The solidarity of Jews hwlped them somewhat end meant
some advantage. However, thic was not too signigicant.
Zioniem was prohibited. This was declared to be a
Fapcist organization., Its members were persecuted and

quite a few of them were imprisoned.

The attitude of Jews towmrd Communism in H is
typified, "There were three levels in Jewry distinguished
as bourgeolp, small bourgecis, and the orthodéx Jews.
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There was no doubt that the bourgeols wase againat
Communism, bo@y and soul, but the vast majority of
Communiet Jews were recruited from the small bourgeois.
Russian troops saved their lives from the Nagzl
concentration camps and ghettos and made possible their
release from hiding with kind-hearted Hungarians.

The majority of these Jews felt pgratitude towardtheir
liberators and a disproportionately high number of
them joined the Communist Party. se pame Jews

would have joined the ranks of any other liberating
force, respondent thinks, becawse it was not so much
the Communist ideology that captured their imagination
as 1t was the feeling that here was a force which had
saved them and which probably would glve them a decent
chance to advance in life.

The orthodox Jews, who are very religious, are completely
disinterested in politics and there were elther none

or only very few Commmists anong them. Hespondent

saw this group represented in prison and thelr number

in prison far exceeded their per centage place in the
population.of the nation.

The attitudes of many Jews underwent many changes during
the last few years. Many Jews were antaginized by Communism
when gross nationalism taok place, Others felt antagonized
becuase their presonal freedoms were curtailed to an extent

which they could not bear,

"The Jews who held high leadership posts and were in the
AVO of Communiesm fought against the revolution, but
the great masses of Jews, either within or without
the Party, turned against Communiem. Particularly
when they noticed that the revolution had no anti-
S8emitic undertones.”

"Part of the Jews were afraild as long as the Communist
press managed to fool them with tales of anti-Semitism
in & free world,” is respondent's answer to whether
the Jews feared a free Hungary.

Interviewer's amazed probes are answered as follows:
"In the Communist press, Nazism was called Fasclsm and
at the same time, all those strongly opposed to Commumism
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were also branded Pascists. others, the United
States wae mentlioned as 8 Fasclast country again and egadn,
Many humble, not well-inf'ormed Jews of the small bour-
geols believed this nonsense until radio broadcasts

and correspondence with relatives in the U.S. corrected
this highly mistaken impresslon,

Still another reason for their fear was the latent
anti-Semitie feeling to be found in Hungarians. This
howsver proved to be nothing more than ill-feel
toward Jews because of their disproportionate 1ci-
pation in the appartus of Communist power. This 1ll-
feeling never erupted in any form of violence during
tha“ravnlutinn when there was so much opportunity for
its
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VIII. THE HUNGARIAN YOUTH

A. The age group of 16 to 26 comprises youth in Hungary,

B. Generally speaking, it is true that the youth took
the lead in the revolution, but the main fact to be
recognized is that youth statted the revolution. For

the six monthes preceding the revolution, youth's role

ig characterized by, "Commmist Party youths who joined
the Communist or fﬂilw-mvnlnr older authors in ecrit-
leizing the government were not so much afraid of retal-
lations as the old 'class enemies', These felt to be
within the confines of power and their disillusionment
and hatred of Communism prompted them to air their crit-
ical views. They were joined by other youths who had
never been Communists in any semse, but who saw that

it was possible to open theilr mouths. They had quite

a part in the ferment that, to some extent, prepared

the revolution,"

Youth started tha demonstrations and held out consistently.
This was true of the fighting as well, Respondent feels
that the youth took the lead rather than the older people
since, "Youth was raised within the framework of the
'mpia'n democracy'! and was less afraid of the appar-

a of power than the older generation which was

he not to have been ligquidated. At the same time,
rmpxg was more dissatisiféed because it empected more
from life, Youth was harder to pleasse. They listened
morée carefully to Commmist promises and was somewhat
more surprised to discover lies at every turn. The older
generation expected nothing more than lies from the
Communists. Youth never atnﬁpeﬂ to think of consequences
if thelir revolution féiled.

During the revolution, the older people were very
proud of the youth. To many, the behavior of the young
people wae a pleasant surprise. Respondent feels
unqualified to answer what youth thought of the older

people.

C. Educatlonal system ~ Respondent's general opinion
about education is that, in some fields, particularly
the sclences such as mathmatics or chemistry, the standard
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was not lowered a bit. However, in humanities, it
worsened conslderably.

Restrictions in vocational cholece were based

upon or and then according to the need within

various fields at any given moment, The quality of

education dGeteriorated in general, but not in ev

reapect. Respondent estimates tha.% anly a very 1
centage of the professors were real Communists.
le this fact 18 true, still a larger number are

Commmists because they are intimidated.

Competence differs according to fields and individuals.
Respondent could not make an overall statement, he in-
slated.

E. Indoctrination of youth.-- It was the common exper-
ience of youth thatthe Communists tried to win them over
with a very thorough ideological training. Indeed, they
devoted much time and effort to this.

Respondent feels that the Communists falled, neverthe-
less, beocause, "Youth recognized that & Communist
education io one of stupid confusion. The Youth'e
rﬂa&mgu of truth and Justice were brutally hurt

by “ommmist practices. A great many, proba the
majority, saw the numerous contradictions in Communist
doctrine In basioc matters as well as in detaills.

There was no basis for belief since everyday practices
of life refuted everything taught in Communist doetirnes.

Children saw thelr working parents squeezed dry by the
sonstantly increased norms and prices while the wage
standard remained constant, Children maw the llves

of all those around them shortendd by the excesplvely
strenucus labor they were forced to perform Tor the
state which toolk from them, but made no return to
them.

They alpo saw people sent to concentration camps
without evan the formality of a trial. They saw
brutal prison terms meted out without appropriate
cause. The constantly changing leaders - as well as
big wheels - alpo influencod youth in its idea that
something basic was wrong. lMost youths rejected
Commmism all of the time. A minority accepted 1t at firset
and then later rejected it all the more violently.
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XIX. MAJOR DISSATISPACTIONS AS FELT IN EVERYDAY LIFE

A, Respondent's main dissatisfactions were, above

al};—terror. He tells astory i emphasize his point.
ﬂﬂ-Mir-ﬂt*Fliﬂ-MEﬂ-l- One night, St, Peter

noticed that an ink spot had covered the name of John |
Q. Citizen of Hungary, in his big book., This man should |
have dled some time ago, had it not been for this ink |
blot. Et. Peter re this to the lord and the lord

said, "You must tell Death to go down :l.m-d:latuh' and

Eut this man because his hour came mlmagn.

t this point, it was already midnight

demurred because he had lots os other things to take care

of . Nevertheless, he went and arrived at John Q.'s home

about 2 A.M.. He lmocled at the door.

John @, opened his eyes at the sound af the lmock,

looked at the olock and saw that 1t was 2 in the marning.
Then he was tmdandwalmmumwthadm.
He aﬂmd. "Who is there?" "IT IS DEn.'HiI came the

reply. "Oh, thank heaven,” sald John, "I was afraid W
it was the secret policel”

The :ith_nr ma jor dnugu'anti hna:l.dgdt:;rur

wae misery, profound misery such as co seen every-
where. Ano reasoplas a moral reason., The Communists
trampled upon religious feelings and the national
conscliousness of the Hungarilan people. They did this

in their daily dioctates and they challenged the Hungarilans,

B. Amnoyances other than major political dileta which
bothered the people were such things as work-wehls
longer than the cumtomary 48 hours., He noticed that
the miners with whom he workes# had to work on three
consecutive Sundays in a month.

Another amnoying occurence was the impossibllity for

people to change their jobs if they felt like 1t. Only

the most favorable circumstances ever permitted anyone

to Beek a new Job, |

He also recalls that the Communist foreman was always |

pressuring them to hurry, hwryy. They were already doling
thelr utmost and still they were pushed. Thls procedure
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was particularly irksome when it was practiced upon them
by some Communist who kd risen from thelr own renks.

The ptupidity of the newspapers' lies was also very
amnoying to people.
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X. THE ECONOMIC LIFE

A. The standard of living - respondent's family
subsleted during the last few years, "with the help

of our relatives who live abroad.”" This was true

about elothing and food. His people had a nice home
wntil they were deported and then their home was
confiscated with all i1ts fwnishings, After 53, they
were released and they rented a room, one room for

an exorbitant 400 forinte a month from very nice,
decent people who werd very good to them. The landlord
and two other persons lived in the kitchen.

It was a2 luxury for respondent while in Hungary,
"to dine and have a good time in a restaurant once
in a while, to change his shirt every day"s--="to
smoke & cigarette and leave a good sized butt, to
to a Eight-aluh“. lNone of these things were within
g8 reach,

Home wae a particularly sore point with respondent and
his family. There was no comparison with their standard
gﬁtliving bgg:{g %%45 and dur the Gg:ﬂyniat regime,
urally, ving s was m higher
before respondent's capture in 1948. Their standard
did however, improve slightdy since 1953. Even in
prison, he found that he received less bratality and
a2 11ttia more food,

Respondent cites a friend who was an artist ap an
example of one who was better off than others at this
time. The painter was married and had two children.
They lived in a two room and kitchen apartment. Hls
annual income was an unimaginably high sum, somewhere
around 60,000 forints. This, however, was character-
istic in Communlet Hungary because artiste, in generalp
were very well paid. This famlly had a good time and
especially, fine vacatione and they sent their two
children to various parts of the country to enjoy
fine vacatlons. They had no défficulty in getting

to placesn.
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The factor which accounte for the Hungarian standard
of living during the last eight yeaes, are here llsted:
1) goods of the country went to Russia at very low
prices, 2) the terror apparatus of the police state
cost a gocd deal 3) the stupidity of the economilc
doctrinaire leadership 4) unreasonable building pro-
grams like the subway or Stalinvaros 5) kolkhoz
economy 6) too large an overhaed for the Farty and
bureaucracy 7) too many people stealing and ting.

B, Income - Respondent earned 1,200 forints a month.
50 forinte were deducted for union fees and 4% tax
for being childless and 8% old-age inswrance. He
received no premiums or other extra pay. He had no
pecondary source of income.

Both his parents worked. During the brief time in
which respondent was free after he was releaged from
prison, he received no wage increase.

‘C. Respondent disclaims any knowledge of retall
prices in Itm%m:w before the révolution because
in his short time of freedom, he did not recall
old prices. He and his parents did experimmee

the fact that the quality of clothing became worse
and worse each year. He attributes this to both
economizing trends in the government and to the
abnoramlly high norms which made people hasty In
thelr work which caused a lot of waste,

Respondent has lnowledge of a great many troubles
in distribution of goeds., In many instance, there
would be & superfluity of an item in & certain place
and in another place, there was a mericed shortage.
This statement also refers to standard spare parts.
Sometimes they could be had and sometimes not.

Respondent belleves that there was much spollage
of food even In prisons where there was usuelly
2 tremendous shortgge.

As far as the sepdage shortage of commoditles goes,
if one had the money, one could find the article.
Consequentiy, ha thinks that some goods was simply too
expengive for regular purchasing.
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Raazggﬁzgt doemn't lmow of black-marketing. At least,
he there was very little of 1%, only for
as long as there was rati « He doesn't know of an
organizged black market at all.

He lmowe that before 1953, many black-marketeers were
put into concentration camps where he met a great many
of them., He also lmows that the authorities were
anxious to apprehend people who carried on black-
market slaugthering of pigs, cattle, wte. They got
sentences of 6 months, one year, two years, eto.

D. Working conditions - The working day looked like
this: from 6 A.M, to 2 P.M. without interruption or
from 2 P.M. until 10 P.M. again without interruption.
He and one of his campanions lifted huge timbers
onto a small cart. They pushed it a few yards to a
platform, rolled the timbers ontgp the platform

and there a primitive conveyor belt carrled it to
a:large sew, Af'ter the timber was cut into pleces,
respondent and his co-worker stacked the newly cut
lumber, He worited eight hours a day, six days a weelt,
He traveled about an hour a on the bus which cost
about three forints a dgy. He this job because
he was pot permitted to seek ong mee- more intell-
ectual and he was forbidden to fénish his studles
Ertar he got out of prison. H

He thinks that his wages were proportionately all
right although it was very hard work. He would much
rather have continued his studles.

His relations with co-workers were excellent., They
helped him and talked politics quite openly with

him, They cursed the regime constantly. His relatione
with superiors were also very good, The manager of
this saw-mill was a friend of his and he was a good
boss to everyone hecause he waes truly democratic

and nothing in common with Communilsm.

He considerse his superiors to have been competent.
Under the eircumstances, he was satisfied with %8 his

Job.
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His fellow-workers worked hard and took pains to
perform their duties properly.

Superiors didn't praipe the workers for something
well-done. Even the bosses andt superiors—hated this
business where there was no persenalévy-ané-ne individu-

aligy.

Spealking briefly about the health and vacation pro-
grams, res t says that he had the impression
that in 1048, before he went to Jail, there were
more workers participating in a vacation program than
in 1956 when he got out of jail, but he stresses that
this was only an impresalon.

Workers often blamed the doctors for not ecertifying
that they were indeed sick since the doctor had to
keep within a given quota. Thig limited the dooctor's
allotment. At the same time, it was of t hel

to the poor that everycns had health and hospl
insurance free. '

E., Agriculture - Respondent would not have preferred
living in the country while still in H . He was
less consplouous in the blg city to the Communist
authorities. '

Respondent maintains that the agricultural workers
hed a better dilet than city workers. He says that
such people had & generally higher standard of living
whose children worked in town, but who gtill reaped
harveete from their farms, small though they were.

Politically, some of the villegee had fairly decent
people as Communists. However, most of them were not
and so people in large cltiss had a better time of 1t.
They could hide,

When collectivization was first introduced into Hungary,
regpondent thought that the effects on the country
woulld be dlsastrous because he Imew that Soviet Russela,
an overwhelmingly agrisultural country, did not have
enough to =at, ergo, they must have had a bad agri-
cultural and economical system.
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Respondent's opinion of collectivization as it had
been practiced in Hungary is still the worst possibls.
He thinks that well-~to-do and less well off peasants
objected equally to this system. He had heard that

in 1953, after Imre Nagy had announced liberalization
nng::;ﬂmnnr-nnllnutivun were dilssolved and many more
be '53 and }56. Re ent is convinced that

moet members of these collectlves never wanted to
enter such a lcolkhoz agreement, bat were forced to sub-
soribe to the idea of collectlive farma.

If respondent were an agricultural worker in Communist
Hungary, he would choose to work on a private farm
and pecond ocholce would be a state farm.

Respondent would like to see ian agrioulture

in private hands in independen Huggg:g; He would not
hand back the large agriculture ho to former owners
but he would compensate them to a considerable degree.
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XI. THE POLITICAL LIFE

A, Before 1548 - Respondent was interested in

politics before 1945. Not too much before the war,

but during the war, he became highly interested and

ag a young man, he pirmed all of his hopes upon
American troops enter Hungary and llberating her
from Nazl oppresslon. ter the war, he became more in-

terested, He was looking at all 8 which might
m:.hlemmgarsrtuahalmnf‘rthﬂ of Russian occu-
pation.

Heither he nor any member of his family was a member
of any politiecal party, but they sympathized with all
non-Commmist parties, His overall political views

sen be expressed in one sentence, "I expected as did
211l those 1 knew and loved that a peace treaty would
be promulgated and immediately thersafter, the Russlan
forces would be withdrawni”

ydent always hated the Communist Party before
1648, He thinks that Bela Kun was a eriminal of the
first degree, a mass murderer. The Communist Party
of 1918 and iglg contained some oriminals and some
well=-peaning idealists. Before and during the war,
he had no sympathy for the Communist Party, but he
had no hatred toward it. He didn't accept Communism,
"% d1dn't socept Communism, but I would not have
in a ecrudade against it." - Since 1948, he
hated the Communists in an ever increasing measuore.

B, CP after 1948 -~ Generally speaking, the Commmnist
Party, particularly its leadership is a crime syndicate.
As for rank-and-file members, he distinguishes, there
are three main groups. The firdt group includes power-
mad sadists 1ike AVO membars and &llied people. Secondly,
people with a great inferiority complex who long for
power. Thirdly, yellow opportunists who are unprincipled
and would Go aimost anything for a petter life. The
fourth group which respondent has not yet met, but wigig)/
which he supposes must be there, must contain people
like Imre lagy who are erring ijidealists. Respondent

had no real personal contact with any Commmists other
than hie guards in prison.
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Respondent holds that Commmist Party policies

changed after Stalin's death when Imre Nagy was

in the ernment; relaxations and liberalizations
followed., However, almost everything changed again later
for the worst. In 1955, there again came a bit of
improvement and after Ehn 20th Party congress, came
great changes. But this was quite slow.

It was after the 20th Party gs that Rajk was
rehabllitated and it was then that many socilal
democrats were also rehabllitated. A somewhat more
liberal atmosphere was observed in al2 areas of l1life.

Respondent is quick to give hls opinions as to why
changes occurred. Arter the great dictator's death,

a wrangle, a factional fight, on the highest level

in Moscow unfolded. Respondent is aware of differences
within the Party. He says there are Staliniste and
some who are more national Communists, but he doesn't
think that, wilth the exception of Imre lNagy, the more
sensible and decent faction has many members.

He relates about Party morale in the la:t 8 or 10
years, that, "More and more Party members were
dinappnintaﬁ. I mow because I talked to 80 many

of them who ended up in jail. There were mora and
more absentees from Party meetings and most members
who once believed became disillusioned mand d%-~ unin-
terested. The ones who were only opportunists were
uninterested from the beginning./ Party morale at
its best can be described as the authority of a

boss of a gang and it was even worse. I know this
from experience in talking with Party members who
were locked up for one thing or anp ther. I even
met quite a few Party functionaries in prison and their
stories clearly showed what I just explained.”

Dhscussing now the top Party leaders, respondent says

that the top leaders don't have personal convictions,

they don't believe in their ideology. He makes an
allowance for those who are Imre Nagy who is no more

a Communist than any good soclalist because they

became disillusioned with Communism. The few true bellevers
ralsed their voices when it came to malpractices in the
Party and they ended up in jail., Their motives decry

them as evil, diabolic people who do anything for gain

in power and material wealth., With the exceptlon of
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a few utterly shrewd people most of them are primitive,
stupld, little creatures wiﬁh a feeling of importance
and an insatiable longing for power.

Comparing these top leaders with the rank-and-file members,
. regpondent says that many simple members joined only

to protect what they had and they are now do the

same - trying to protect what they have now they

fear a change. Leaders, however, are in the Party

for unlimited gain in power and material wealth.

When Hungary becomes independent, respondent thinks
that the top leaders sheuld be tried in court.

C. Opposition - As to opposition to the Party
before the revolution, respondent states, "Ask the
several hundreds of tﬁnunnndn who were in prison
because of such behaviori" When one complained, it
wae labelled "conspiracy"” and so were conversations
which contained such references as "if the regime

changes"..."

People who had traveled in the West and compared 1ife
there with life in Hungary or who took Hungarian papers
with them to the WEst, were considered to be spying.
S0 was anyone who complained to a foreigner., Cne of
nmy cell-mates had dene nothing more than an hour
tallcing with a gird) at a youth conference 1949
in Budapest. But of course, not all those who com-
plained were caught, Bltter complaint was then an
everyday matter in Hungary and i1t probably is now, too,
saye-respondensy - Slowdowns also occurred. JI wit-
neseed more than one, In one case, some prison mates

- put smsll- hard shells into the nii mechanism of
enginee in the mine., Others cut the rubber conveyor.
There were many prison mates who had been sentenced

i for just such actions,

For instance, in 1951, a 17 year old boy set fire

to the Russian library at his school., But the matter
of having one's dally bread forced most people to
avold asctes of sabotage and these acts were not very ef
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effective, on the whole. But suppose they were

effective, If production is small, AVO has enoughf to live on

it is no threat to the « X would dissuade
people from committing acts of sabotage!l"
Agked about who complained y and caused the

slow-downs, respondent says t the prisoners

came from all walks of life, but perheps not too
many from the intelligentsia because he thinks
they were more timid, The workers were probably the
most courageous,

Respondent reports that opposition behavior of
any kind ocourred when the situastion was poorest.
"Whenever they beat us particularly badly, the
opposition became toughsr.”

Respondent first heard about the activities of the
intellectuals in preparing more and more intellect-
uval resistance sometime last summer., He heard gf that
the Petofl eirecle was striving for libetalization

and that they wanted to wring more freedom from the
hands of the govermment. It waa after one of the
critical meetings of the Petofi circle, perhaps in
Avgust, when the courageous talk of the members became
known, Even before the Petofi meetings, a weekly
magazine called Irodalmi Upag made it clear that mae
end more people in intellectual circles with the
power of molking their views lnown, wrote courageously.
for freedom against government leaders and particiilarly
ggainot their policy.

People learned, mainly from Irodalmi Usag, that something
was in the air which amounted to a ferment.

Respondlent thinks that the intellectuzls didn't come
up with new ideas, they only Tormulated part of the
feelinge and convictinns that everyone held, but didn't
¢are volva.

Respondent liked the courageous appraoch of the n
intellectuals, but since most people in the Petofl
circle were Commmists or at least people aclmow-
ledged by Communism to be within their fold, he
congidered this as an inner affatr of the Communists.
He thought later that they were signals for the poss-
ibllity of a revolution.

fespondent lilkes tham and lilkes intellectuals, in
general, he considers himeelf to be one and he thinks
highly of those who were courageous enough to stand
up against dictatorship.

e W
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As to why those intellectuale did rise againgt the
regime, respondent answered, "They were never genuine
Communists and at this polnt, they saw an opportunity
to speak out against it and they took advantage of 1it."
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XII. THE APPARATUS OF FOWER

A, Secret police - Respondent typifiles the secret police,

"Brutal, oruel savages., The infén longing for infinite

power and for immeasurable material were the force |
behind them, There were only & few them who hed been |
forced into the ranks of the AVH." This he thinke is par-

ticulnr% true of the greejAVD, that is, the border

guard AVO because they were people who had been drafted

and there was mover a sizable group of well-meaning people

W them, but there uura.extremﬁy few among the real

Respondent hae un easy time in answering whether he had

any persoanl experience with the AVH men. "In 1048, I

was arrested and spent two weelks at the Andrassy ut AVO,
Later, Y was talken back for another week of guestioning.

In May, 1950, our concentration camp was taken over by

AVCO from blue‘police and we were under the whip of the

AVO imtil Septemeber 1953. Then in the summer of 1954,
I gmt two months in one of the AVQO institutes of investl-
gation.

"During all of this time, I found that everything I had heard

of Soviet Cheka, of GPU, of HEVD, and of the Hungarian AVO

in Hungawrtan- propaganda articles and boolts, or heard

of from rumors, is completely true and moreso than I ever

read or heard, Although I had been an enmemy of the Communists, ,
I had not been able to belleve all that-I-had of these |
allegations until I passed through the @oora of Andraspy ut. !
At that 1ll-reputed bullding, I was able to experience all

sorts and forme of vnwarranted cruelty, I szaw all AVO

people lasugh at the principles which they preached concerning

human values, about 'humanism!', about siheialist ideas, and

80 on. It's really true that there are hundreds and hundreds

of persons beaten to death and others driven to sulcide.

There were soores of people of whoy I lnew whoge kidneys

were crippled from beatings. There were scores of women

of whom I Imew who were tortured until they became lunaties.
Everythipg alse which sounds like only propagandsa is really

true, but I ohould add, that although it was only rarely,

I found & few well-meaning AVH people, eveh among the tor-

turers, but their number is utterly insignifieant.”
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Ag for rgtnnd: who had been arrested, he says, "Four of

my very best friends fell into the hands of the AVO as I
did. I made friends with hundreds and hundreds of prisoners
during my 74 years in prisons and concentration camps, but
I may safely say that there were at the very least, 200

of them who became very close persomal friends of mine,

All in all, I have had quite a few friends who were im-
prisoned for political reasons and I don't care to mention
the number of those who were deported during the mass de~-
pertation from Budapest to other parts of Hungary."

Agked about AVH men who wanted to leave thelr organiza--
tion, respondent offers, "There were several AVO men who
told us they wanted to be discharged, but they were
afraid they would end up in the same place that we were.
They said they couldn't stand this terribleée atmosphere
of the concentration camp longer. Among my prison
mates, there was one former AVO man who had given bread
to a prisoner while he was a member of the AVO. There
was also another one who changed his AVO uniform for
the uniform of a prisoner because he had smuggled a
letter,while an AVO guard, to a prisocner. These AVO

men thought that they were watched and lept under sur-
veillance. One of the AVO commanders whom I lmew
also became a prisoner while I was still there."

When Hungary becomes independent, respondent thinks all
meémbersof the AVH should be tried by a court.

Respondent has a much milder eriticism of the regular

police: he thinks that, with the exception of about 5%

or at the most, 108 of the officers of the regular po-
lice, they are not for the regime. At the same time, he
ke unprepared to assess how ,uch the regular police have
been affected by Commumism. ¥While he feels that he ) has
ample experdence with AVO, he maintians that the informa-
tion on the Auwsieus blue police is all second hand since
it was recelved from prison mates. When he was in prison
with eriminels, he heard them say that they had had a
better lot under the former regime. In terms of food,

of conversation, of allowanoes, and even in terma of Bsen-
tences allotted, they thought they were better off, formerily.
He thinks that the regular police are not in it with the

ones preceding Communism,
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Dyring the revolution, the regular police would never
bave fired at Freedom Fighters., Instead, they handed over
thelr arms o the FF. In the days of freetiom and victory,
these police men served well end even helped in finding
the whereabeuts of the AVO and hunting them down. Re® ond-
ent has first hand experience in this matter. Also, he
heard that there were policemen fighting on the side of
the revolutilon.

P. The courts - Respondetn is eager to have noted that
the cowrts were not half as bad as the AVO, but at the
same time, "even in non-pollteal caces, pniitlaal aspects
were decided”. This may sddd, in general, about all
capepy there were special areas inwhleh the courts were
perticularly eager to hand down severe sentences. Suah

ap area was the one covering "offenses st phate
property”. All these offenses were cons ed great
erimes againgt the state., At Tirat, threee to four month
senténces were given, later, two to three years, then

in 1056, they discoversd that i€ was a mistake ﬁu do 8o,

hecording to fellow prisoners of re dent,

ecourts before 1945 had bean nhanluh:g;nindupendant except
for the very brief period of Nesi occupation from Octobax
1044, These prisoners claimed that Hungaisn courts. during
the Hortlhy year, had practiced democracy £8 CemOCIacy
was not practiced in any other corner of Hungarian life,
At this point, interviewer probed and discovered that the
caBes in point were criminal casesn.

Respondent paints a gloomy picture of the "people's
courta" of 1045-4T7. He says they wee complete fallures.
"The puraly criminal cases of

such as murder and looting were Lried Dy chese people!s
courte and thus such criminal cases became exalted and
glorified as political cases. At the same time, it is
true that qulite often innocant people were Bantan:ad to
severe punishment and real villains went unpunished.

His aettitude toward "war criminals" ie the pame as his
feelings toward political erimes becesue they were both
hantdled in people's courta,
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C. Hungarian army - As we Bpeak of the role played
the army during the revolution, it is brought to light
that the army silded with the revoiution from the beginn-
ing. Some of them handed over their weapons and left,
but later cam back; others were preventedfrom doing so
by the officers of those unitas. Respondent hesard and
saw this. All units did not behave in the same manner,
but respondent feels that he hasn't enough factual
information. The same 1s true about geographieal areas,
but he adde that ar-my- army units were not composed
according to areas, it was only recrultment which was
conducted acocording to various areas of the country.
soldiers were placed in wnlts without regard to their
home area.

Part of the officers didn't side with the revolution
and sabotaged all efforts to do so of the patriotic
soldiers. Such a one was (General Janza. Respondent
feels there was ifference in the behavior of soldiers
which could be attributed toiclass ordgin, none what-
soaver. Some unita fought on the side of the revolution-
aries and gsome didn't in the first few days because of
lack of #énformation., There were units which were mislead
by Commmist lies, but when they found out what the
truth was, there was no question about their loyalty.
Respondent was not subprised by the army's gctions
because he knew how genarally hated the regimw was.

D. Russian troops - When respondent heard that some
people think Hungarian attitude toward Russians 1s
due to the events of 1848, he says, resolutely, "It
iuﬂt doesn't ring true. There were enough events in
ok5, such as wholesale looting and raping and wanton
destruction to make the Hungerians hostile to the
Russian army. There were s0 many persons and military
units which either were preparing to fight or did fight
agiinast the Germans who were captured by the Russian
army and sent to Siberia. There were Jewlsh slave
labor units which were ocaptured by the Russians and
sent baok to Ruesia. One Jewish clasa-mate of mine died
in Siberia.Don't you think that this alone is enough
to make the Russian army hatdd?"
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Nothing good was expected of the Russians even beofre
they actually entered Hungary, but not much evil was
anticipated either. Ragpondent had some actual experi-
ence with the Russian army in 1945, First of all, he was
captured by them asp & civilian and he fled, but was not
rﬂnaptnrad Drunken soldlers wanted to nhnut him on the
ptreet as a gpy and ended by glv him a quart &f wine.
Russian Iﬂlﬂiaru broke all of hiiég' lingui*phnnﬂ
records -~ "a lot of dirty pr they said.
Respondent had a very poor gpinion of Huaninn soldiers
in 1045, He was r to admit, hnﬂnvur, that, generally
epeaking, Ruesian soldiers had some human wexrmth. For
instangce, they were kind hearted to children in many
cases and tc some other pecple in troubli:e, but no rule
can be established by this.

His attitude toward the RUsslan army in Hungary changed

t during the revolution because he experienced
that some of them didn't weant to fight against the revol-
vtionaries. He himpelf saw 8ix tanka golng over to the
gide of the revol utionaries and he heard the same thing
from friends.

He had no perscanl scquaintance with Russian soldiers.

He heard that many of them had friendly relations with

the Hungarian population and were fraternizing, Respond-
ent had no mowledge of Russian soldiers toweard various
basic guestions, among otherg, toward the Hungarian file.
But after November 4th, he heard himself, Russian soldiers
looking for "Germanslci fascista" and Eavﬂrnl friends told
respondent of hearing Russlan soldiers asking about the
Danube -~ "Is this the Suez Canal?"

One of respondent's friends wras married to & muoree who
worked in a hospital and on the first day of the fighting
she sald there were 20 Soviet soldiers in the hospital
ag the result of pelf-inflicted iInjurles.

As mentioned before, respondent saw slx Ruessian tanks
mamned by Hungerlans so0 he assumes they were helping

the Hungarians. He didn't see, but heard from reliable
friends that Russian tanks were sold for wine and the
Soviet soldiers FyflEgd fled for Austria, when the mass
exodus took plece. heard of cases where Scoviet soldlers
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refused to obey their superiors, of cases where they
deserted and of such where Russian soldiers fought wath
the Hungarians, Respondent heard first hand reports

of Russian soldiers firing at the AVO in frontygf

of the Parliament.

About individual brutalities committed during the
revolution, respondent gays, "I heard from religsble
friends that at the Crasham Palace which was not a
palace, but just another apartment house in Budapest,
many rapes were committed by Ruesian soldiers after
November 4th, 1 also heard first hand reports from
reliable friende that a great many wounded were lcllled
igliggu“nnﬂ a good friend of mine was among those so

E. The bureaucracy - Respondefit didn't have much contact
with the bureaucracy because he wasn't free long enough.
Based upon what little information he has, he thinks

that the competerce-and ability of leaders of bureaucracy
are no good. He-thinks-éhés~-2s He bases this opinion
uponn the fact that the regime so badly complicated matters
and involved everything in red tape. Respondent was
never in trouble with bureaucracy, never threatened for
tardiness on the job and so on. Respondent never felt
that a finctionary mag@ a point of being hard on him.
However, he heard of countless cases from friends and
prison matee where this was true. As to functionaries
looking out for people’s interests, he saild, "I knew

of such Tinetlonaries, quite a few of them. I became
agqunintﬁd with them in Jail when they were prison-mates
of mine.

At the same time, he tells of others who pretended to
be this way. He tells a jolte: at one Party meeting,

the Party secretary encouraged all participants to

ask questions and nobody concurred for quite some time.
The Party seeretary then urged the people to go ahead
and ask questions or raise objections to what they had
heard from him. At long last, Grun stood up and said,
"I have only three questions: Where is some meat, where
are some textiles, and where are some shoes?" Then the
Party secretary Jjumped up and shouted, "Here 18 the
enemy of the people, destroy himii!" and the meeting
wae adjourned abruptly. At the next meeting, the Party
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secretary again sought questions rroglihe floor. At
long let, thlas time Kohn stood up: "Comrade Sacre i
I have only 7 one question to ask =~ where is Grun?"

Apked whether there wes a way of getting around some

of the regulations, wmspondent sayues that he knows of |
a great many cases where such things were done. He
axperienced qulte a bit in concentration camps, particu-
larly in 1948, he saw many people set free hecauss they
bribed the awthoritles. When the AVO took over the
concentration canpps, things became much harder, AVO

was noty easy to bribe. He mentions one case in which
the cousin of BEata, who was HMinister of Defense, was
released from prison when they found oul who his relatlve
was. But respondent emphasized that bribss werse much
gasier to exascute in economic areas, in pollitical areas,
it was much harder and in many instances, completaly
impossible. If an official was caught accepting a bribe,
ons who was considered indispensable, nothing or little
was done to him, but if he wasn't indispansabls, he was
jailed,

G. Competence of offielals - Asked about the competence
of tha secret police, he sald that until 1553, one
could gafely say that the seoret policemen were bullies.
Thay had nothing else to recommend them, they based all
their suecensses on blind brute force. Baating was thelr
main, if not their sole, method of invesiigation up
until 1953. An 1953, no one yas hired any more and

competency improved.

Respondent has no first hand knowledge of army leadershlp.
What he heard is bad, Agked about Rysslan army leadership -
respondent said, "Judging by thelr performance in

Hungary, they are 1ll-prepared and stupid, Takes for
instence, theilr employing armored cars agzainst the

Freedom fighters, They were the moat inadequate way of
combatting the FIF because FF threw Molotov cocktalls— —
ihto the armored care and destroyed them essily."Abeud-

About the competency of the public edminietration, respond-
ent thinks that buresaucracy lesps the hande of those in
adninistration completely tied.
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XIII. ASSESSMENT OF FUTURE PROBLEMS FOR HUNGARY
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He doesn't desirs war between the Soviet Union and the United States,
nor does he think that the people of Hungary do, but he s till thinks

the people wish that America would do everything in its pomer to help
the aissolution of the power of the Soviet Union.

He thinks thet internatiopal pressure under the USSR, short of war,
through the Unitad Matioms could have done wondsrs during the
- Hungarian Hevolution, and if the US took ﬁm, it still
could work wonders. ﬂn dogen't believe tha changas within
the Soviet Union, cther than those changes in course of & ravolution .
- which would completely trensform the Soviet Union to a fres and
democratic 5 ber of countries.
B. HOPES IMN, TROSPECT.

Trying to surmarise what he hoped for before the Revolution, esaid

he hoped that the HMussiaps would be forced back by the Unitad Nstions
to their own country- that is to say, the Soviet Union. dany other
Hungarians shered his ideaj others figured becaus: of the existing
and irriconcilable conflict between Communism and Democracy would
break out, Rungariangs- respondent said- nsver thought that

could come to terms because they naver thought that fire and water
could eaefly mix without destrpying esch cther.

Whan asked whether he had changsd his hopes and estimates during
the last ten years, he mxsyx says: "In the first few years after
the War, all of my hope was that after conclusion of ths peace
treaty, the Hussisn forces would withdraw because it sos meified
in the peace Lreaty and in war time agreements. When this hope did
not realize, I hoped, togsthar with other Hungarians, that the UN
would see, as it did, end that it maintainsd that human rights
are trampled upon in Hungary. And so we hoped ths UN would foroe
modocticecocilnizxyk  the Soviet Union to withdraw. All that
happaned waes that the United Nutions did not admit Hongsry to bh
a membsr mation. Just imsgine I felt in the pres nt when I learned
. thet Hungary was to be sdmitted as & member mation. The appearance
was, that the UN now, recognised that Hungary is after all a free
pountry, and that democracy was in powar. The Communiat press heralded
sl thet for many years, the UN was for many years wae unjust to the
,.————""f‘ Hungarian communista, but that at long last, it had to sie that
Hungayy was & democrecy and had to be admitted. From them on, it
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seemsd to me that the Weast did not a ctually belisve in its ideals.
Vhen Rungary was admitted to the UN, they — the Communist press -
proclaimed that now it comes clear that Hungary obtains humesn rights
for everybody. You can imegine how I felt with gy human rights secured,
and the rights of so many, of tens of thousands, in the same situstion.
There was still another change in my hopss and estimates before the
Hevolution. I hoped less that ths ‘usalans could arise against their
ovn oppressors until I saw them in ths Hungarian Hevolution, and knew
that the Russian soldiers were with us ons way, or another.”®
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BOCIAL, POLITICAL, AND ECONOWIC IDEOLOGY

B, The economic systeg.

According to respondent, the emphasis in an independent Hungary
should be on the sgriculture, and the agricultural industry,
Perhaps slso on tourist tradse, he adds, Hs thinks garden products
that is to sey products in this country are known as "produce®
should be particularly smphasised.

Should the Communist regilme be overthrown, the respondent thinks
Thet mammoth entarprises should underge & plant soclalization. -That
in to say, the workers in pleats should become stars-holders of
thet certein plant, and the r owner should have a large
percantape &fi those shares. and state farms should be
distributed and mede into small farmers, he says. Former owners of
ihe land, respondent suggests should be compsnsated toa coertaln
degrae. Hespondeate' gensral attitude to government ownersbép of
industry, transportetion, etc. 1s the following:

"I parsonally think that private enterprises would bs the best,

all the way through, ot people, I am perssuded, would not faver
returping to big enterprises, even though psonle do not hate o
most of the formsr owners. Thié is why I think that plent socialil-
exation would be a solution. Peoplo will think that the nlant
belongs to them, and will work accordingly. As far as trensportation
is concerned, I think it would be better inprivate ownership, yet
it has never lsen. Big time trensportation, that is, so probably it
would be wvery diffficult to take it out of the hands of tha state."

"The govermment's role in agriculture should be helping oreate tha
co-operativer and helping develop better Imowledge for more prospasous
production, and, more skillful distribution. The government shouldn't
give any orders; only guidance) "

Hespondert doesn't think thst the government should set a maximum

1ixit on the amount of land ths: any ome person ray own, because

the Lrerd of devalopment of land in Hungary has been towerd bresking

up larger holdings and ostablishing small ores in the lest three
decades, the resdondent msintains. Fres enterprise in sgricul ture

as wsll &8 industry, hs feels,gives much glwea mich more incentive —
to psople then to work in a kolkhoze which 18ccncases

The respondent fimvis it verv sasy to chossebséwesn s govermmant
essuring paracpal freedoms andbatween one that guarantses only joba
for averyons.
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I suffered seven and & half yeers slavery. How could I favor
anything short of government freedom?

Respondent would be in favor of outlewing the Party, because he
says thet it 1a a orime syndicete and demccrecies should permit only
Partys to funtion which don't want to abolish democracy.

;J}.;Emm Pogjtions

Then respondent suggested that we talk about the position he
would want Hungary to have if ideslly, he says his answer 1is
Very sasily conceived and worthy in this case: "It 18 United
States of Eurcpe", Mespondent's desire for a United States of
Burope enswers all the questions of particular relations with
variovs countries.

When respondent is asked about the possibllity of some sort of
Federation of Dapubian states, he says: " I am ocertainly in favor

of large union, that is to say o a United Europs, however, a amall
union would do somsthing like something Louis Ksaser (7) o SSaTH
At the same time, he dossn't think that it is possible; thinks it

is rather difficolt to form such a union of statesa. If there were any
chance for doing so, he would include Poland, Czechoslovakis,

Hungary Yogoslavia, Roumania, Bulgaris &nd Austrias, but would set

no limitation. If other countries would like to join it, he would

have no objaction.

According to respondent, the general feeling about this in
Hungery is that Hungarians would accept sny sort of sclution which
would free them from the yolk of Sexwhek Communism and from tha
yolk of the Soviet Union.

Respondent doesn't find Hungary's present boundariess accaptable.

He would like to see territorial sdjustments effected by Flebescite,
by majority vote, in certain smaller areas, so as to make democracy
work so far ag humanly possible. Respondent is gravely concernsd

with the problem of Hungarisn minorities outside of Hungsry. He
thinks the perfect solution would he for them to have a United Europe.
This whole question is very important to him, but at the same time, he
emphasis that the fight sgainst Communisa is even more important.
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THE FORMATION OF PUELIC CPFINIOH

4. ¥orld Eventa

Respondant heard, before the Revelution about Khrushchev's seoret
apaech at tha 20th Farty Congress, and he thought that this was
tha beglaning of a disimtegration within the Communist Farty.

Respondant learned about Senator sclarthy amd the other American
acitivities Committases from papers. Commnist pepars sllegedly

said that Mclarthy io & coming American dictator and that immocent
pzople are blamed and persacuted by his committes. Hespondent

formed no opinion beceuse of lack of informstion, but it seemed to
him that perhaps the opposite is true because Commmnista uwewmlly lie-

Respondant krew the mere fact of Paron's fall. Bs was glad, he says,
becsuss there was one dictator l=gs.

B. Reading hobits:

Before the war, and during the war, respondent read mainly

Democratic powspapers, and to be well-informed and to have a

chante $o compare, he also read papers of the left wing amd of

the right wing. He read newspapers quite regnlerly. He read

magesinea of historiecal sojenco, of art history, of poetry, and

ha favored mainly, Catholic mayssines, marticularly the cnes which
wero edited with & broad vision and shummed no perticular probleme.

He favorad magaszines of high imtellsctus]l stsndard, gemsrslly apecking.
He read a great many books, particularly of historical tonics, non-
fiction history. poetry and once in a while be read fiction and high
atandard fiction as well, just Jor shallow entertainment. He says

whan aeked what he thought sbout reading material svailable, he seid
that he saw pothing particalsr difficult 2bout gatting anything as

it was all availsble. He mentions pothing Spbout Gsrmen influence, when
probed. fa martionad the megazine SIOHAL, xmhik which was edited for
Hungarians and rerfactly contained. The picture material, which can

be likepsd to that of LIFE megezine, which wes undque at that time

in Hungary.

Respondant said thet during the last aight or ten years he read
NHEPSADGZAEG and he slso read SIABAD NEP and whet he liked to read was
IROTALMT UJSAS,

He plecad not a bil of ‘rust in the Communist pepers but he trusted
IRODALMI U J3AG more andmore. flespondsent ma mtainpe that in the Communist
nexspapars lizs ware eo hopelessly mixed up with half-treths and

tratha Lhat quite often ome couldn’t guite believe the opposite of lies,
bscause they were entangled . When asked whet pert of the papsr he

could truet At gll- tha Comaunist pepers - he sugpested thet not even
the weather ~oports were accurnte, but they, st least, tried to b=
reljabls. Bempondent used foralgn radic staions for gatting an idea

of what happenad, Meading between the lines wasn't easy In an entehgle-
meant of lies.
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Sometimes respondant read publications from the USSR, perticularly
the Soviet KULTURA and he read Soviet books because that was almost
exclusively the meterial of fered to them in prison. Raspondent read
someé magaines, very scant, from Amsrica. He remembers the title

of one of them. It is GOOD HOUSEKEZPING. The rest were also magazines
for wemen. There were some cther me2gazines sent to them but most

of them never arrived. So far as illegal publications of the West
hee ¢ oncerned, he read several leaflets. feapondent read several
11legal publications while he was in bafore he went to
prison and before his famlly waa deportaed. se books ware hidden
but when deportation ceme, they had no other chance but to destroy
them exc pt for a very few which they passed around, but after
prison he never got to reading them as he was too busy. Since he
spent most of the time inprison, he did not focus much attention on
these illegal bookk. I, prison, of course, he didn't even recelive
news of outaide.

C. Word of Mouths

Hespondent reports that inprison they received any news they had

by word ofmouth. It was amesing, he reports, how much news ha received.
A preat many details, of course, only major detalls relt-ting to
foreign policy matters. Fortunately, he says, this apd other rews

were only ebout 50% toue. About 50% he estimetes, was due to
misundersten ding, due to imagination and dus to ill-will on the part
of the A¥@e.c+« Host prisoners bhared the wismmxaf news with

esch other. They triad to tried to exclude only ths steool-pigsons.

The AVO planted not only stool-pigeons but employed all kinds of
tricks to keep them guessingand to feed them nowe which could ease
tension and which would prevent sscapes amd mutinies. Thus AVO spread
through their diligence, agaimand a@min, newse about Mpesian withdrawal,
sbout Hungarian neutrality and other hopeful pews so that the por isoners
calmed down. The genmerel attitude toward the news was, that zbout

half wss reliable and half waes junk. Hespondent thinks they mads a

s great difference btetwean people whom they think reliable and others
whom they suspected &s sources of pews.

Hespondent passed information himsslf to others, particularly news
about foreign policy mattera. Ha passed such news to prison mates
excluding stool-pigaons, or who were stool-pigeon suspects. He passed
them in prison cells and inprison yards. ¥hile they were in &
concentralon camp, they had an essier lot - and could spread the

nsws among each other in the barracks.

F. d Mov 2

Respondent was shown stupid Hussian films whila he was working at
slave labor in the mines., In the first few years they showed them
morea plctures than later. First, weelly, thsn bi-weekly, thenmonthly,
ard then bi-monthly. He, as well as the othsr priscrers, he reports




19-#
H 59/5V

considered thoss films very stupid propoganda.

After seven ard & half years in captivity, the respondent went about
once or twice & week to some movie theatre. During that time he saw
only two Russian films. They were Shakespeare films and they were
very good, he thinks. Otherwiss, he saw Frenmch amd Itglian films -
& few Hungarisn pictures, too. 8s liked, cartioulsrly, theltalian
film - the title of which he cammot recall. It was about sulphur
mirers who crossed from “taly to France and were caught. There ware
loud sighe in the audience, ha reports like™ if ourborders would ba

that tell mountains, they would nev r have caught usd®
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AVI. EVENTS OF SITE HUNGARY

Respondent thinks that there is no gradual development in Hussia
which would lead to Democracy. ALl hs can think of is democracy
achieved by revolution. Even then, he thinks, ths racd te
democracy will not be esny in Eussia because lsaders will be
needed and thos leadera sgain, sre very likely not to faver
democracy but become petty monarchs. In the final end, he has no
doubt that democracy will win but he is sfraid that the mth
leading to democrecy will be torturous and steep.

He thinke that the people in Russia, ;ensrally apssking, hate
tha Communist regime. Ea offers somix & break-up s follows:

30 % of the populstion hates the communist regime and has better
ideas; 50% hate the Communist regime but see no alternative;

20 % are Commnists.

If Ruseia had a really free slection under ideal circumstances
he resulis, he thinks, would be democracy.

He thinks that the leadersof the Soviet Union are power-mad
savages and the greatest and the grestest vice-syndicate the world
has ever lmown.

The Hungarian Communist leaders, he thinks are the same in lesser
propertions, but even more disgusting. Compsring the two, he would
say, thst doscow 1z comprised of big-time opsrstors, and the
puppet regime in Hungary are samll-time opsrators of the same type.

B ar one

Speaking of populerity of countriss outside Hungary, reapondent
says tha Poland is the moat popular , &nd Houmania is
the least . Apd he explsins, that in Poland the peoble are much
liked and in Houmenia it is the govermmsnt which is very mmuch
disliked. Hs shares thase feelings,he says.

Respondant had contaet in prison with Czehoslovaks who had fled
from Chechoslakis, paticularly Slovaks, and with Serbs and Cretians
vho feld from Tito's Tugoslavie and were put in concentration camps
and prisons.

He thinks that if free elpctions were held in countries ESEghMorEsy
adjacent to Hungary, the Bamm::ratic parties would win.

Tha respondent holds that the best standards of Living are to be
found in COzechoslavakia, ard secomdly in Uermany. The worst, he
thinks, in Moumania and thesecond worst in Bulgeria. He emphasizes
that he has not much factuwsl meterial to judge, tutmerely guesses.

-
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Raspondent says that the developments since the autumm of 1956

in Polend show that relaxations are in power and that people sre
hapoy about the small concessions whkmhooermsoos txafckhs
particularly now that t hey compare themselves with the Hungasien
lot, He obagrved the Stalinsit leaders deposed, although not

all of them, und hs thinkethat all was spesaded up by the Fozman
revolt and that an outright revolution was avoided only becauss
Ramwockkm Gomilka was apnointed. but he estimetes that the Oomulks
government won't stay long in power. Hs, inother words, does not
beli ve in the power of "graduaiism™ in the long run. iliu viswe |
have nmot changed very much in the last fiwe or siz months, he

maintains. |

B S (S S e

Respopdent says that the Polish developmenta had a great effect on |
Hungary bafore Uctober, 1956, particularly the Poznan ridbs People
wara greatly encouraged and enthusiastic about the wedl-liked
Folish pacple stending up in their fight for f{resdom. However,,
there &8 great disappointment vhen the Polish Hevolution didn t
break out, while the Hungarians were bleeding so heavily. =

nesponedent fesls that even before the Foznan events tockplace,

there was a good deal of expression of freedom in Hungary. But people
in Hungary, he feels, did npot know much about these developments.
Respondent received his information from Hungarian papsrs and by
word<of-mouth,

When respondent is a aked whathur he waild have preferred the
Hungarian revolution to tale pioom a path along Folish lines,

he hed this to ssy:" When the Mevolution wss on, I =snted no
Polish-typs coupromises. Now as I think of the immeasurahle

guf fering of the Hungarian people, ard looking from hers, I
wouldn 't rejeact & Gomlks typs colution. Not even in petrospect.”

Ds Yogoslavia.

Respondent considera Tito the originator of Mationsl Communism,
Pat hils gensral view is that ¥ational Communism is a good desl
catter than Soviet Communism.

rEgt
Ha thinks that Tito's relations with other Buropean mations ere
datariorating. His relatlions with Pugsia are charasoterized by
constant changea, and unexpscted terms. Now, after the Hungarien
Havolution, 4ts slaoc deteriorating. He is hesitant to describe
Tito's ralations with the West and he wishes to e mphsize that Tito
by no means should bs considered a reliabe ally.
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Asked about Tito's views about Hungary and the Hungarian
Kevolution, respondent answers:" When the revclution started,

Tito was happy to ses that Moscow's power is challenged by one
member in its fold. When the Hevolution was victorious, Tito was
scared and was afraid that the sams thing would taks place in
Togoslavia and that he would be deposed. When again Soviet hussia
conquered Hungary, he was unhappy to see that ruthless Soviet power
remains intact 2nd unchallenged."

Respondent doesn't think mush of Tito in other countries. Heorims

Respondent hes faotuel information of Tito's lack of popularity,
and he says that the Serbs and Croatians of Yogoslavia had
bitter complaints in the prisons and c oncentration camps about
Tito's Yogoelevia.

E. Asla apd the Hiddle “est:

Hespondent thinks that the Communists gained control of China,
because the people honor their realitiss and thought that the
change would mean nothing exceplt another war-lord, and respondsnt
explains that the Suseians are used to ruthless war-lords
throughout decades and decades,perhaps even centuries.

It msy be possible the Communist Chira is somewhat more independent
Eooodiaxassodmxmaxpey from sdoscow than other communist countries, he
says, becsuse after all, six hundred million psople are opposed to
two hundred million peopls.

He thinks thst ths relations between Englsnd and India have aprroved
since galning independence. And he thinks this relationship may
become mich more frisndly.

The respondent says that he has no well-formed opiniom about the
Anglo -Fremeh on the Suez canal and the Israeli invasion of Egypt.
There ar many pros and cons, he says, and feel discouraged sbout
miking eny resolute comrents, or any definite comments,

Respondent doesn't thaink that tgypt had the right to nationslire
the camal, nor it had no right to act in such & mammer, for after all,
there was & contract of 99 years and the period has not mmssed yet.

He thinks thet the events in Egypt have had a disasterous effsct upon
the events in Kungary during the mutumn because the world's attention
wes divided and 8o was its sympathy, and whatever the Hussians did they
always camouflaged it by returning to the Egyptians meting elong the
sams linss. He thinks the Anglo-French invasion of Egypt was very
very detrimental to the Hungarian cause - disastrously detrimental-

in fact.
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Fe Test Geryanys

Respondard thinks that the living-standard infleat Gerwsny is high,
and is st411 rising. He doesn't think the Germans ars dangerous and
may start ancther war. he thinks psole should notice developmants
anc changes snd not think in terms of thirty, forty and mors wyears
Ego. Asked what he thinks about West Germany

Ry midcmy  re-samamsnt, he says it is definitely much too slow.
e thinks that Gsrmany is still weaker than even Britain or France.

He doesn't know, but gussses, that the term of service in ¥West Cermany
is tmo years.

In an attempt to compare the German and Hussian occupetion forces
in Hungary. respondent has an easy answer to the following thrae
guestions. He says the Hussian Ceooupation Foroes were much more
distabdteful to him personally, and he found the Germans mich more
disciplired; both officers and snlisted men. Hs has no shadow of a
cdoubt that ths Muszian Occupation Forcea wer: much more unpopular

in Bungary
Ge Wost yn Europa:

The respondent thinks the British lebor Party i1s a gocd, decent
Party and repressnts good policles. First of all it ie not comparable
to Comuniem, he says. Speaking of Bocialist pertdess in genaral, he
eays, the less Marxist they are, the better.

Hespondent expressee his impressions of the living standards in
various countries by setiting up the following sequence: Firat,
West Germeny and England; Second, Italy; third, Cresce; fourth,
Egppt; fifth,Soviet Russia.

E.United Statas:

Vhen respondedt is ssked what surprissc him partioularly about

the United States, hesays, duringhis first fev montha here:® The
United Syetes is richer than I thought. It =zeems that every

worker lives liks a rich men/ It alro struck me that freedom ia not
crlyposeible, tutispracticedtoadagresvhichinbeyind myexpectation.
lerpectegofcoures, fresdasandeverywharesacurity,butnottosucha
degrae.Itbothers me that speaking to Americgns that most of them
carmot reelize how low, thoroughly Iuﬁﬁ'“ﬂﬂ‘ﬂ? them ere. I was also
surprised finding so many Ameriona girle virtuous. it also, eurprised
me, and more than this, it bothera me, to ses= thet the Hungarian
Comminists publish theair dirty papers.
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Reapondent thinks that the best t e S can do for Eaatern Burope

is to prepare far szhother uvprising and then to extend help to them
through the UN, so that the Soviet Union can disintegrate; meamwhile,
hethinks, that eWery pressure on earth should be exercised that
Bungary comply with at least a few of the points of the peace treaty,
add of other commltments of the Hungaris nt, and above all, the
United States should presa for withdrawl of the Hussian troops, for
Hungary sa security.in United Mstions resclutions. Although
mentioning sonly Bungary, the respondent thinks that vhat would be
done for Hungary would bes a wedge driven toward the party of the
Soviet Union, and could split up the entire process.

Hespondent doern't thin that severing of diplomatic relations
would not be good, with the Hungarian government, but every pressure
should be exercised that thede ruthles nees bs curbsd.

The people of Hungsry would neturally like to see Western visitors.
Respondent says , of course, all kinds of Westarn visitors - tourists,
Journal istas, etd, etc. business peaople; and everybody. Respandent
doean't think such visitors ought to be brisfed sbout Hungary

before they leave, because if thoy judt look around they can noticd
everything. And, above all, "Hungarian people are unafrddd to walk

up to *hem and tell them what they think."

Respondent thinks thst the pecpls at home wouls like to rsceive
Wastern books and periodicals. It would be wery kibd of them -
scientific and popular magazines, as well, but he thinkm it is futile
to talk sbout this desire upon the part of the people, bescause tha
Communists won't permit anything be sent. However, hs said,

collegee and universitles should be preferrsd if ore sends materisl,
printed material, to them.

Respondent thirnks that the Hungarian people would be particularly
interested if they thought tha the publications, or visitors, were
in conneotion with Hongarian exiles,

Asked why he thought ths Marshall plan wes Launchdd in 1948,
respondant answers:" For asgisting Europe's racovery from the
ravages of war". He tell sm that Hungarian papers wers bad about
this inganiue move of the US, and this proved that it was effective.
He heardHe heard, in orison, the AVO men speak out against the plan,
end he lsarned that it had very good results in Western Europe,

end he wished that somathing of that sort could imve been done for
Bungary, hopes, svermore ¢that a plan siémilar to the Marshall Plan
could be extendsd to Hungary after literation.
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America fought in Korea, respondent ssys, because it was attacked.
It's forces were attacked by North Koreans, and , at the same time,
it was elso anxious to save the Nerth Koreans - not the freedom of
the North Koreana, but the fresdom of the South Koreans.Vhen asled
if he thought America had any other reason for fighting in B8 ,
respondent answera that he heard something about a"™wolfram" wiiich
is very necessary for producing jet fuels, and this wolfram ore is
supppsed to be found sbundantly in South Korea, and that the
Americans were particunlarly anxious to save South Korea becauss

of this wolfram ore deposit of South Eorea.

f
d. About the United Natione:

Hesponent thinks that the the UN could have affected the situation

in Hungary in the last months of 1956 dedisively. He says that a
shocking dissapointmentwas caused in Hungary by the fact that the
United Mations was very effactive, prompt and competent inhandling
the Syez difficulties; at the same time, it was completely ineffective
and was only viewing the Hungarian situsion and didn't do anything
effective about it.

When asked what the UN should have done during.the autumn end w’ nter
of 1956, respondent answers without hesitation "THa Oensral
Secretary, and together with him, a fact-findifg Committee, should
have immediately entered Hungary -when the hostilitiss started; or
at tbe very least, when Imre Nagy proclaimed npeutrality; in splte

of such a committeae baing in Hungary, the Russians still would

heva attacked - which is very unliksly - the same action should

have been taken ss was in Korea becsuse the gituat'os would have been
exactly the sams.

Respondent thinks the chanees for UN action for Hangary in the
forseeable future are sero - are equal to zaro,
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Attitudes Towards Selected Personalities:

A. Hespopdent thinks that the grestest Hungarian is Cardinal
Mindsrenty. His unselfish dedication to "His unselfish dedication

to thd service efid h s faith and his cduntry make him & respected hero
and . great statesman.”

. ° -

l. Iyre Nagy respondent thinks is s decent fellowwho, actually,
isn't & commnist at all, in fact he thinks that pever at heart ras he a
real communist. / d

Respondent doesn't think anything of Laszlo Rajki: he ays that he
wad no goodl

frno Gero is a sevags criminel.
rdanos Kedar is . stupid famatiec

Respondent thinks that Eisenhower is a
great stateaman but
"I expacted much more from his re-election=nd I am afraid that

he got now, so
d:lu::umu:_n far, to advocate freedome at any price, which will prove

Secretary Genersl Hammarskjold should have come to Hungary adia
when the Hevolution began. Respondent expresses desp d@puinizsut :g him,

Secretary Dulles it » good stateman. res
* pondent thinks, not coura
anough, perhana, but he is understanding and his l}rmpu*:har tovard E‘Fhmpmw
5_valued/ W2z good pelitician, respondent thinks, but committed
8n error when he ordered the British ¢rmy end Adrforce to attack Suex.

At the same tim:, responadt sa
¥8, 1t 18 true that once committed
action, the British and French forces Bhoulld not have been withd:::;.

It was a mistake tragic enou to launch
oqually tragic one MOC £0 wintiile. B TR i s

President Truman wag much too lenient he 3

&nd pajeve and
;ppuui.ng tomard the Hussisns. After Eiu ulﬁ:inn, be ahl:::dl have
ed the US ae the lesding Mation on the earth. He seamed to have the
imagimtion, or at least part of it, but it didn't go far enoughs

Perhaps he felt hamperad by many of his asso
cilatesga well. (correct
(He was under the influence of his gssocistss as well). { e
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a. ¥ilkoyan wesjust the same aa the rest of the Hyssian vice-
ayndicats.

b. Nohro was ckay until the Hungarian Revolution,but then his
hesitation and his too great leniency toward doscow prevented
the M resolution {rom becoming effective, or being passed.

o, Respordent says about Oepsralisaimo Chiapg Rai-shek that he
didn't take full advantags of the American help in the deadly
struggls betwesn Fationalist Chins and Communist China, and didn't
wipe out corruption well enough, nor early enough, in his governmant.

d. Ferenc Magy wse a well meanin g stestesman, but without the
orestensss his role required, and so he commited tragic erroflf .

sl Roosevelt was & well meaning idealist, bul was disastrously raive.
"He shoudl heve fought with the communists without becoming too

friepdly with them and without trusting them at all. If you want to
satch & wild beast with the help of a bloodhound you may do scj

but, you mst lknow that it is a bloodhourdwith which you ars cocperating”

f.0hancellor Ademmuer is & seriocus statesman and ons has to look
npon him with great sppreciatlion, respondeni thinks.

g."Stalin io the most vicious man in mankinds history. He did evil
for avil'e seke."

H.? I thought first that Malenkow wae for relaxstions. Later it turnad
out that he advocated only ecomomic relaxations, not political changas.
I wonder who of the Russian leaders is for actusl, politiecsl relaxations
which would amount to something."

i. Geperalisaimo Franco is g dictator, and I hete all dictators
beceuse they curtail humen freadom, but at the sams tim I must
recognice he saved Spain from even worsse, because even among bad things
thare ars worse things.”

WBavgn waa first lesder of the Lebor Farty of England, but in
the Hungarian mattera he was sgsins the Commnists.?

k. “Khrushchsv is an unscrupulous crimipal”

distator
3. "Tito is an ‘pmkkew of the resl bad type. ALl dictators are bad
but he belongs %o the worst.”
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m."Feron 15 als o & dictator whom I hate, and I think that hes
is a maniac rho, 2mong othar th , manted his wife to be
cammoniczed by tha Catholic Church, and then he turned against
the chruch itself with his brutal policies.M

n." Molotov in ooe of the worst in the Russian orime-symiicate
and be is ona of the shrewdsst. bscaue he ia abls to use alwaya the
same text ageivet the West, and the West always believes him."

o, "Ollenhausr is & talentsd politiclan, who, however, shouléd

feal the weight of the respon&ébility of his position much more, and
should not be so concilistory toward Communism and the Soviet

Inion a8 ha in."

ps " Churchill was a stestesman with broad wision whom among
other things wanted to ettack through the Belimnas a dnd this way,
apve Hungary ‘rom Soviet domincticon.!

i i ———
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ATTITODES TONARDS EXTLES AND EXILES ACTIVITLES

A. Escapeess

Respondent thinks that the people who escaped from Hungary
Are the ones who managed to. Many more Hungarians woblldhave
liked to escape, but they just didn't manage to do. They either

. lacked informetion on how to essam, or didn't have any mesns, or
were hampered by other events. There wer . tmwo motives, he says, wheih
persuaded peopls to fles T One was that they were afraid of
retalistions ani others, who had no special reason Lo be afraid
of relaliations, lilted the few days of real democratic fresdom too
much, to lock for slavery again."

Mamy stayed behind, respondsnt thinke , because they didn't manage

to escape, and others who could have escaped were held back by

family ties. Hither there were two old people in their familise

or too young ones to taks care of - or sick, and they didn't ¢ ssl free
enough to leave tham - their loved cnes - behind.

Respondent feels that the ones who stayed behind, shouldarsd tha
more difficalt tesk and he has admiration and appreciation for
them. He mentions & specisl example of a friend who participatad
in the revolution just like he, himself, did, and who stayed
behind becaus he had three small children %o take care of; he
didn't feel free to risk the lives of his three children on &n
adventurous trip through the Austrian border. Another exampla ,
was & marrisd coupls with two little girks, who turned beck near
the border when they heard that many people lay dead nesr tha
boundary 1ine. They didn’t want to risk the lives of their little
girls.
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Respondent's opindon 48 thet people in Hungsry think
about thoss who left that they are lucky, and at the same
time, they think, that the ones who epcapad hawe a mission
to fulfill in spreading ths truth about Communism, so that the
world will become aware in time of the danger which 1s
threatening all of the world.

come
hssuning that they had a chance to the West, respondent holds
thet a very, very small percentalge -~ perhaps not evan more than
ona pereont would stsy behind. Their leaving Hungery would be
for no longer time than until Comminism ocollapses.

B. Exile Organizations

Hungariap Natjonal Coungil: "I heard that Bels Varga 1s ita
chairmsn snd that Feranc Magy joined it, We loarpsd that
Bela Varge organized ths exile -Hungsrins politicisns into
scms vorkable anit.

I haard of the Inp'ermatiomml F i '

cimorehensive organization of the pessant parties. Adherence

of sajk, (?) tha famous Croatiin Peasent Lesder sre elsc participating
ir 1t.

Varga is m Catholic priest and & politicisn of the
Spall Holders party who was for sometime the soeaker for the Houss
of fepresentstives of Hungary.

Ferenc Mgy we4 the Hungarian Prime Winister before the Communist
coud de tate. He went to Switzarland first, snd there, he resignad.
He is a politician of 2 Smell Holders Pariy snd formerly he was

@ pewspsper man, "According to my opinion, he wes not energetic
snought.

Tibor ickhardt wes the lesader of the Smsll Holder's Party, prior
to tha leadscship of Ferenc Nacy. He fled from Hungary in the
feruies. The Hungarian pepers of the right =ring attacked him at
thot time, but according to besic demooratic procedurss, they
published his declsration. "I fesr thet the sober thinking
Anglo-hmerican thinking members of the Hungarien govermment of
those years truasted Tibor Eckhardt. 1 think he ws a well-
msaning statesmapn."

r 46 " a {irat rate erpert of intermationsl law. At the time
of the trisl of those who counterfeited French money in Hungary,
he represented the French state in the trizl. Ha wes Hungary's
ambsseador in Peris, and he resigned in protest when the Communist
cour d'etst took place. Hs is 2 statesman of Figh calibre and has
8 broad, world-wide vision. That'a what I heard about him."

imra Kovacs

S s el —
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Imre Xovacs: "ia one of the leading membars of the peasant party.
I had known him, that is to say his nepme, from the beginning of
the forties. He wrote and spoke quite effectively about the
problems of the Hungarian peasantry. later he fled from Hungary."”
Socialist
Imre Sgeljg " i & sexiabwdewersakioc politician. According to
my orison mates, he i= one of ths most decent and patriotic
leaders of Hungurian politiecal life.”

r " wus the leader of the Soelsnlist Party in Bungary
between the two World Wars, After his suffering in the prison
camp of Mauthhauesen, he nmever returned to lead the Party a ain.
He was kicked out of the Farty later upon Communist pressure.
Appreciation of his value asg & politicel leader suffered somewhat
when the Communists accused him from having received money from
the previous government. As far as I'm concernesd, I thought very
highly of him."

Miklos Esllay " was a clever politician and statesmen. He was
Hangarian Premier until #arch, 1944. Later he fled to the
Turkish bBmbassy wher: the Cermana captursd him. Ha was &
persuaded frisnd of England and Ameries, end if his attempts
failed that was not his mistake. If the Western powers m= had
been prepared to send airborne divisions to Hungary, or to land
on the “mlkan Penninsula to open a second fromt against the
OGermans, Fremisrs Kallay might have stayed in his office."

Zoltan Pfelffer "™ was a politician of the small-holders party,
and later at the time of the 1947 elections, he founded a merty
himself, but themandets of his representatives were later not
recognized by the Communiats."

Istvan Berankovica " was the chief editor of
after the desth of Sandor « he was a politician of the

Christian Democratic Farty. He hac fine success at the elections
of 1947, but later comminist trickery killed his party."

Magr. Josef Kogi-Horvath " is a politician, a oriest, who fought
valiantly against the Nazl power and later returned to fight against
the Comunists. Uy opinion is that he is a politician of great
integrity smdt but of not too great a concept.®
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Bsla Fabian is 2 liberal democretic politician. He fought the
Cammunists from 1919 on and was zlways for pure demccracy. A dacent,
relisble, congistent, statesmsnlike political leader."

b i Far d was the commandar of the
fcademy and the Chief Scout of the Hungarian Boy
Scout Assn. e was a great military leader and all AVO imvestigations
be woa one of the most suspected exile leaders sbout tha AVO
questionad us."

Otto of Havsburg "wss the son of the last Humgarian king, and if
Hungary were & kingdom he would bes the only legaslly justified

throne-pretender. 1 think that he is a decent person. Whether he
18 a king, or not, this is to be decided by the Hungarian people
by demoeratic vote."

Admiral Horthy " he wes Hungary's regent for @& quarter of a
canturay. dsny good things ara connected with his rule; howsver,
the end result does not prove the walues of his policies. Ha was
oot & dictator as claimed by his opponents. His regime was half-
way in between dictatorship and @mocracy tut unfortunstely it was
orily half-way in betwean.

According to respondent, the axiles tried to call the attention
of the world to the struggle of the Hungsrians who have besn free-
dom loving veople ever since history began. Hespondent feels ha
eculd pot size op how much they socomplish bedause he thinks the
task was imsense ess Hungary wie so misunderstocd during the

ssoond World Wer because of its very pecariour poaition in which
it hed not much choice, slthough in its heart it was always on the
side of the Vest allies. The exiles had the tssk to prove to the
woild that the Hungarians are not fs they heve been knomm by so
meny Vasterners, and 1t 1s hihly quastionable whether they sewiia
managed to prove their point.

Hespondant did think about ths exdles during the Hevclutiom and he
thoupght they bad a tremsndous mission in the werld to direct the
world's attantion to dur country's plight and to enllst as mehy,

moral, diplomtic snd perhaps even military aid of the world as Eﬁsi Le. ‘
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C. Redafectors:

Yhen respondent is asked if he met any Hungarians who escaped to

the West in 1945, but who returned to Hungary later on, he -aysi

"l met a great many of them in prisomn. After prison and concentration
camp, there were all kinds among them and they &ll went home because
of emotiomal reasons; their affections for their families, and

their homeland. The Communi mads a tremendous redsfection camneign
because they were afrai the exiles because after all Lenin
was an oxile and ween he went back to Husiia he started the turn of
the revolution which led to Communism, and the Communists are afraid
that something eimilar would hapoen sgainat them. At the same time
they liked to fill the prisons =0 as to have slave labor at their
disposal. Hadefectors are & good source for such man -powar.? The
paople thought about thie campaign of the Communists, and some

people still believed that the people who came home deserved their
tarriblanlut- bactuse out in the free West they ocught to have been
smarter.

D Taaks:

The peoole in Hungary would like to know very much about the exiles,
respondent. feels. They would like to know " how we live, and whather
the West gives us & chance to prepare for *aking over after
liberation, when we would join the ranks fo those who stayed behind.
Heamwhils wa wondsr what we cen do in calling the attention of the
world to the injustice and injuries dome to the Hungarian psople.”

" I think the sxilss should attempt to enlighten the public's opinion
in the world -bout Commwunism and about the role of the Hungarian
people. At the sz=me tims, we should all prepare to lesrn as much
amomkx a8 wa can in the West so that we can give the great pift

of the West, of the knowled e and skill of the West to the Hungarian
people when we retorn.”

"I think I peraonally could do pretty much by telling the American
peonle, both orally and in writing what I went through in Hungary
and what fantastic democratic achievement the Hungary people gave
mankind and world history through the Hungarian Ravolution.”

Hespondent would like to join the Hungatian Freedom Fighter Sssn.
Federation which i1s a social and cultural organization..not a political
one. This organization should be instrumental in opening t:e eyes

of the world to the realitiss of Commaniat memmce, and secondly thay
should help th Hungarians by intellectual means to find their place
in the forelgn countries to adjust themselves to the lives in these

countriss and to prepars themselves for their tasks sfter Hungary 1s freo

" —
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Hespondent feela very stirongly that sverybody who ia
an Hungary and who ig outside of Hungary should be invited
to be a membar of this organization.

Speaking of various Hungarian partles, respondent feels that

he covarad them with various statements belore and speaking of
the parties in exile, hs seys, they are toc remote from Hungary
and they should not play in politice here cutslde where they
refresant no ona who could redse his voice for, or apgainst, arny
of thea.

Respondent not only Yrew of the revived partiss, that is, perties
revived during the "svolution, but he was very activdly anxious
to helo them in their revival..or at lesst helping a few of them.
He was in favor of such parties resuming their activities, sither
during or after ths Hevolution.

Rgspondent feela that the groups who went into exile previcusly
should have returned to Hungory to padticigate in the revived
partiss but not inlamding thom. only after a year of active
participation end they have become an integral part of lifs in

Hungary again.

t tures Vhen asked if he wants to go back to
Bungary aml if no under what circumstances, respondant answers:
A1 want to go back to Hungary in Americen military uniform, serving
the Amaricsn fmmx amwd forces in liberating Hungary from the
anslavad worid.

Respondent wants his children to lesarn Hungariames well =& English
in the Unitad States.
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AULIENCE REACTIUNS TO RATIO AND LEAFLETS

A, Hadio:

Respondent listened to the following foreign radio stations whila
he wae in Hungary: Radio Free Eurcpe, BBC, Volce of America.

Reception was better for soms stations then for cthers ut the
relations chengad sgain, and agein. Statlons were Jammed very
mach, he says, particularly EFE.

Respondent ususlly listened to Hungarian language broadcasts, but
sometime s also the Usrman broadcasts, perticularly to the orse of
the BBC which were excellenmt,. I thihk bef re the revolution, he
listened often to German broadcasts over BBC.

Eespondent liestened to before he wea jalled about every day to
several stations and after he was released from prison, he listened
about twice a week, particulerly to HFE.

Hespondent says that he told other what he heard often, and the
people with whom he telked included practically every acquaintance
of his except for stocl-plgeons. He listened with friends, ususlly,
to ths radio of friends behind closed doors. The physical
eircumstances of listening included the watching of ths bell, bescause
if the bell rand,they turned the radio off.

He also heard western broadosste at second handy friends told him
now and than about interesting nevs.

Respondent tells us that he certainly saw in prison and in concentration
camp thet there was risk involved in listening to broadcasts of
foreing statiorns, perticularly mR there was great risk in passing

the news to othsrs. After the Spring of 1956, the danger greatly
lessaned.

Respondent's genersl sttitude toward these broadcasts was that
they were good on the whole, but had some serious short eomingse .

He thought that BBC wes the most relisble of sll and RFE the most
interesting, but unfertunately he sasys the newa of HFE was not
always reliable and included soms gross exaggerations. Thmomis
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The effect of this broadcasts was ancouraging. Fungary

needed encouragement again, and again. At the same time, he |
empheizes that while people listemsd tnddemmmx to the :
news during the revolution those broadeasts did not play

8 larger role than to !nform psople, &nd he thinks this ia

what they should do.

Vhen respondent is told that some people have said that Weatern
broadcasts and the RFE in particularly heiped the Hungarian
people by holding out promises of western help, respondent calls
out that this sllegation 18 untrue snd that the Hungarian people
rogs by thamsalvea.

Kespondent suggssts that the «FE continue to broadcast into
Hungary and it shoubd give true and objective pictures of

the international situatlon , and it should always kesp in
mind it ie the only window te the fres world for the Bungarian
peopla, and should acquiant the Hungarians with everything of
importance." .

It should give straight news sbout political aml economical
events; it should give anti-communist propoganda; it should give ‘
programs about life in Western Burcpe, and in this commection,
respondient mentions & very samll, but according to him, o very
important exsmple. He relstes that he had & pioture of his sistsr
who i3 living in Poughkeepelie, N.Y. with him in prison, and that
it was a picturs mede in a Fark by & Poughkeapsis Btreet, with
his sister standing there. He said thet psople looksd at the
portion of tha atreet as at a portion of a fairylend, end they
anjoyed looking at it, again and again. "= thinks that peopla

in genersel would like to see such pictures sant to them through
the face of the radio. Certairly they would like to listen to
programs about life in ths United Statss.

Bespondent suggests thet good political jokss and humorous programs
in general should also be provided for peopls in Hungary, becauss
thkis 1s something thsy value vary much and get wery little.

B._FEP leafleta: When rsspondent is asked if he ever heard tha
initiale EEF N.E.M. , he has this to say: " It wes in eithar '54, or
55, in the concentration camp that minors brought in & copy of the
FEP leeflet containing it, and it wse passed by atout 200 people

et least of whom I know. Ys all read it and and learned it by heart.
All we hed to watch for were the astool-pigeons. Lxmctly the same

is true sbout the Twelvs Demarda,”
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Q. About FEP leaflets:

Bespondent has alresady covered the questions contained i-
this sub-section and he emphasis again how much those two
leaflets he told about, end a third one, he kxxmkamm
hasn't mentioned yet meznt to them.

Fhether there was any risk involved in plcking up FEP leaflsts

could be well told " by my prison mates vhom I knew wkll. There
were not meny, but one of them, for instance, waa in prison

for no other reason than peiking up some 50 such leaflets.?

I don't think deterred people from picking up more, otherwise

i should not have met aoms people later for the same reason in
prison. I did have ample chance to obsarve changs2 in this respect.”

bespondent thinks that the leaflets were clever. Ye considers them
useful only in the emotiomal sense, but he emphasises that they
should not be underrated."The spirit of those leaflsts s was

the same as in our revolution, and it have been a coincidence, but
I may also jumpt to & conclusion thet these leaflets influsnced our
thinking very significantly."

When asked about the role of the leaflets during the revolution,
respondent has this emphatic stabement: "We expected flown to us,
not lsaflets but bazookas in the revolutionl®

Hespondent is hesltating when ssked 1if RFE should continue to drop
leaflets to Hungary, because he says the domands are Imown; the
revolution made that clear enough; inciting ias not necessary, and
would be even dangerous under certain circumstances sc he actually
cannot decided but he comes to the conclusion that information is
8till good, and perhaps cartcons in the leaflets might do soms good
and the people do enjoy some humour,

De HEE f Westa i

Hespondent thinks that Western group broadcasts and sent lsaflets
in Hungery becsuse they wanted to influence tha people against

Communims, which at the same time is not nmecossary, he thinks, at
he admits thet people still like it. He thinks there is no cifference
betwean the goels of the various western groups, but he emphasis that
the aporoach of the BEC is by far the best.




CHILD REAKING AND DISCIFLINE

Respondent thinks that the most important things that a

child should be taught are: first of all, not to be

informers; secondly, to be truthful in general. Heligious
instruction, cultural develomment and persorality development
should tgum in things a child receives in his education,
and theiw .ance is expressed in their sequence, respondent
suzpests.

Speaking about how a child should bs brought up, with particular
regard to discipline, respondent answers that consistency ia the
main principle in education, and in disciplins, particularly.

As to physical punishment, respondent suggssts that we avoid

physical punishment as much as humsnly possible, but that we do

not exclude it in serious cases. Oirls should be punished physically
even less than boys, as the child grows up, more and mors should
parsuision assaume its role, and punishment less and less, particularly
physical punishment. The moral dignity should be the greatest strength
in a person, not the fear of punishment, he emphsises.

Respondent volunteered this incidence when he was punished as a childs
he was about nive, or ten, years old, he recalls, when it ha ppened
repeatedly that he wiped his hands in the towel without having !
cleamed them well enough with weem water and soap. After he was
reminded several times, in vain, his father slepmd him in the face
quite sevarely, and he recalls he thought that this was coming to
him, and he remembered it and it gave him morel help to decided to
do the right.

Heaspondent eatim-tes that about 50% of the people whom he knaw
usually punished children who were six years or oldsr » and S0% only
scolded them. Girls were punished less, he recalle. He woulB%ers to
estimate the differences in socisl classes a2a far as child
punishmsntis concernad.

He says that there were changes in this during the last ten years,
in so far as parental power over children diminished,

Respondent estimates that physical punishment wes abandoned for bays
at about the ege of 15, 16, 17, and in some cases, not before 1B.
In girls, the upoer limit was somewhere &round 14, 15.
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Punishment in general, that is to say, non--hysical punishment
wes abandonad at the age of 18.

Communism brought about the following changes: thers were less
punishments meted out, particularly, sticks were used to a lesser
extent.

Asked about changss during the last ten years and the way children
are disciplined during their first elght gears in school,
reaspondant says "Physical punishments wers forbidden even in the
regime before communism, but atill such punishments were apolied
again by some aducators. Under communism, ghysicel punishmant was
forbidden, as it had beesn bafore, but nok all anti-communists
democratic alements wara safraid of their colleggues and of children
and did really obey the law. However, some commnist educators did
not care much about rules and gave physiocal punishments.

Respondert suggests that the following characteristics are valued
by him most in & friend aret reliability, truthfulnesa, intelligence,
strong moral convictions and principles and affection towards their
loved onas.

Yhen asked whether there have been any changes in friendship under

communism, respondent answers"that reliability becams of utmost
importance because a paerson's life was in the hands of his friends."

i




. CHARACTER DESCRIPTION

Sub jJect: 19=M
Interviewar: Julius Nyilkos

Respondsnt 1s about 5 feet, fixtsmhax 7 or § 1nche
tall., He stends well and srect, His feee ‘s
oval Ip shape, with an unusually light complexicn
for a Hungarian,

s bas wavy end somewhat curly vellow hair, and
has greyish blue eyes, He has g very deft and som
what hurried wellk,

Respondent's manners are polished, and suggests
gocd bresding. He often laughs, and hes a ine
genge of humor, Even in complex situations, he
s@ems to ksep thie sense of humor, which helpa hi
A& great deal,

Helaxed ns he 1s in his manners, and cheerful in
his ecnversation, 1t 1= apparent from the resp-
ondent's sometimes subtly trembling voiece, and
from his quick mmflexax reflexes and reactions, to
questicns andxsm remarks, snd his intenss smoking
and eometimes trembling fingers with which he
holds the cigarettes, that in his innermcest bteing
he is vretty tense,

I talked to ssversl of his prison mates, and they
desoribed him as cna of the f£iex pillars of
sbrength that kept up the morale of the priscners
hen they eaw things very dark, they could ccunt
cn respondent to crack m joke, or meEke &8 witty
remerk that cheered them up, They elways found
him & gocd comrade who didn't fear for hie life,
and who, tc & small extent (of course, only &
amall sxtent was possible) wes reapected even by
the vicilous guards.

At Bard Cecllage I heard him speak up in mestings
of the student body. He usually made very indiv-
idusl remarks, as one wlho x thinks for himself,
Bnd very mueh te the point. These remarks were
ferrless and oompletely unbisaed, - On cne such
cccaslon, I heard him assk very serious sesrching
questions to Genersl Kiraly.
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in my many conversetlions with respondent, after
the interview wee concluded, I found him very
well balanced in his thinking and hie smoticne,
quite cheerful, witty, and at times sophistic-
eted, Hut even if he is cheerful, neaverthe-
less he 18 not very hopaful. 6is thinking hes
pesaimistic cvertuanes, but he ls slwayas resdy
to face reslltles, and iz not immiuw Iinclined to
nEs palnt thinge & different color, but leaves
the facte as they are,

Hs has initiative, snde readiness to adfust him-
self tc others, and to exlatins elroumstences.
Alsoc he hses grest tolerance, and firm deternina-
tlon to fight for what be thinks fa2 right,

espondent is & person very nlee to talk te, and
very pleccant te werk with.

He dielikea politicking, and would like tc de-
vote himself agoin to the study of fine erts,
and to becoms s man of letters,

Vhether i1t waas OGenersl Kiraly, or s bus bey, I

heard him telk in the same manner tc mEx people

in all welks of 1lifs, snd with the some sinoers

Intereat. Thus I would aay that he 1z a product

cf a eoclety that 1s becomine Increseingly class-

less. I base this infomation not cnly on tha

% aforementioned facts, but alsc on his entire

way of Imimtt thinking, which I came to know 1
well during the many conservations I had with him |
pfter the interview was finished. A werm pers-

onal friecndship developed as & cesult of the in-

terview,

fiespondent is & religicus pesrson without & trace
of bligotry. Patriotio ws he is, he can aleo he
described as 2 cosmopolitan, who feels &t home
almost anywhere !n the world, and is ximexxxx
very much interesntsd in world alfairs.

lf he had been ebls to speak gocd English, I
would have recommended him thet he be seriously
taken into consideraticn as a possible interview-
er, because he has all the neceasiry qualities
for dealinz with pecple, winning thelr confidence
end reporting cbjectively about his cobservationa,
with etraightforwardnese and cander,

TEE END



