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Datea: March 15,16, 1987

Interviewer: Alfred Relsch

. Cods Number: 16-=M
. Age: 22

. Male

Single

Roman Cathollc

Born at Bores, Gyor County

Spent all his life at Boros

At Borxes when revolution broke out

Vas abroad twice in Bratislava, Czechoslovakia
Did not werve in the srmy

Education: 5 years elementary, 4 years gymnasium
4 years secondary, 1 and 1/2 years apprentice electiician

Electrlician in machine repalr factory at Moson, Gyor County
Parents living. in the USA

3 brothers, in the USA, one married sister, at Bores.
Left Hungary on November 5, 1956

Arrived in the US on December 22, 1956

Camp Kilmer, Bard College, New York City

Immediate plans: to work
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16-M

Charactor despsription:

The subdjest belenge soolally ta the pespantry and spent all
hid 2ifs in the ococuntry-side. Though he bsver savw thes ocapital, his
edusation and =xbdex recent nocopation gave him a wider horizon. He
was given & pgood end strict msduocation, and this is revealed by hin
nanners and gensreal beahavior,

Togethes with his family ha knew many hardahips, and “ooks at things
reslistioally. He appears to possess the xixxk additional sense the
Aungarian peasants sre often credited with. Tho reasoning is slow,
oalm,but mfkes sense 4in most dasep. Ry contrast with the stidanta
from Budapest, often mperfioial, this young pessant of 22 wae muoh
nore natural and deep-thinking. Commumism did nod suoceed %o alfoot
his relligious 1ife and bellieven,as woll as his morsl valuss. The
family ties remanined olose and thus formed 2 barrier whioh protected
sdch meaber against the effects of the new Ldeology.

This respondent and his family 1llustride the tragsdy of the Fungarian
peasant forced to abandon his land after a long and pltiless struggle
egainat the sxtate, ant %o start everything spgain in a fToreign
country. In the strange and orowled atreats of Kew York, among pecple
hs daesn't understand, and who don't understand him, this young pemasant
hoy sppears to suffer morally as well as physloally. It wil) probably
take some timm before he'll acqguire new rootr and adapt himself to

his nev savironmsnt. Op the other hand, he'll bs & positive elament
upon whiak whoit one can always depsnd.But he must be understood apd
Lreatsd with oconslidearation, otherviee he'll reanip in his own worid

of thoughta .

Fis chernoter ia ons of medesty and unselfishness. But he is riphtfully
bitter besoauss of all ths injustices dons to his fanily, and becauss

he was prevented from bettering his educstion. Fe is well informed
about the sltuation in the couniry,and his story 4is reliable. KHis

sense of obssrvatlon 18 perhaps not too keen, but Bhe understanding
ressing olear and goss beyopll the surface. Ve sxpreasses himsalf

with simplicity, but without falses modasty.

To many Ameriocans he may appear to be &n senigma. In reali he in
rnuch mores balanced mentally and physically than ::;1 city
n:::nntu,lrgg look mors mociable and adaptable but who have baen
often , w ngly and er unwilliingly, infected in one wey or anoth
by the materialistiw ideology, < 4 = =




