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IT. MAJOR SALIENCE (WEFTION.

The most important thing the Americans should know is that ths
Fungarian people wanted to drive the Russians out and to regainm
their freedom,

IITI. CHRONOLOGY OF PERSONAL EXPERIENCES, ACTIONS, ATTITUDES AND
EXPECTATIONRS DURING THE REVOLUTION:

(lespondent lived at BUrcs, and went to work every day to Moson,
some 30 miles from there.-Interviewer.)

ﬂatub-rlgh‘

After telling of the events in Budapeat, Radio Budapest ceassd to
broadocast betwsen 7 and 8 A.M. I hecrd the news wt a railway station
when I was going by train to work et Moason.

In the machine repair factory, everybedy everybody wae listening
to the news, in his offiece or work-place. The atmosphere becams
vYory tenss. The foreman came in and ohased the workers away froms
the radio. In the afternoon, we put in 2 loudspeaker, but were not
allowed to use i%., I remember Hegy Imre made a aspeech.

When I came out of the factory, I saw buses loaded with green AVO-8
golng up to Budapest., I teok the train for Gylr. The railway enploysess
had no more stars on their eap, and spred the news from the capital.

I arrived at Gyir at 6 P.M. and saw that the monument to the Russian
soldiers, inf front of the railway station, was damaged. The stirests
were filled with people. I heard shooting and saw & wounded man being
taken to the hospitsl. I heard that a young girl had been killed whan
the crowd attacked the prison, while ghe was distributing weapons

to the people from an over-turned AV0O trunk., Many prisonera wers

L o reed,

10 .M. The crowd was busy destroying Communist posmters when sonme

16 Russian tanks,with two armored cars and infantry in truoks enter-
ed the oity. They didn't fire but blocked the streets. These troops
ware statiomed in Gylr. First they were unable to dispsrse thm

erewd. They cams out of thelr tanks, and the people spat at them

and threw litter at them. Wobody was afraid. Some peoples, including a
Woman, put their ohest against the Ruessians' bayonets end shouted
them to shoot. The Russians didn't dare to. Some peopls slimbed on the
taoks, and when & norvous Russisn soldier aimed his gun at them, his
offiocer stopped him. This lasted %111 1 A.M.




' rian army of ficers wers sent out to calm the people gnd to
i::: Luzf:ursian, {Ht they were unsuccessful, The workers of G}Er
dagided to strike the next day until the Russians go m-nr.. Ituna
back to BHros with many leflets contalning demands aimiiar to i u;-
made in Budapest. I soattered the leaflets at B¥res when 1 arrived.

Catobar 25.

but to my
that day, T ssmkxumixks didn'tvgo te the factory,
3:ruar unr{;hnp at Ovar (2 miles from Moson). The distréot-oourt

tar 4n the bullding.
2d asked the workers to takr down the huge red s

:ha workers began to work., The hugs crowd had gathered, sang lu: 2
recited poems. The prison was near the oourt-houss. The people broke

“n, freed all the prisopsrs, including the thieves, with one exosption.
“hey found there & notorious Communist who was beaten up and zx put
haek into jJall. T learmed that om the day before, the sudents of the

academy of agrioulture had started a sllent demonstration, with mxypisx
national cocerds.

pround 10-1l A.M. the crowd parted. The first group, with whieh I went,
vent toward Mosopn and wanted te take the radio station thers. The

other group, which included many students wanted to get the workers

af the alum earth fastory, who wers not allowed to come ount. Theay

had te pass before the barracks of the green AVO-g, (There wers maybe

2 blue AVO-s at Moson), a I~story buildiag.

Five secret policement with machine pistols standing on the road open-~
@d fire on the erowl. At the same time, dhher AVO-# began to shoot
from the windows of the bar,acks, and threw down hand-grenades. This
Lasted about © minutes. Some SD*éD people were killed on the apot.
Hany othera were seriously wounded. ""hen our group heard the shooting,
we ran back to Ovar. Truoks were earrying the wounded and the dead

Lo the hospital. Even the AVO-s helped. Thepeople wanted to gat

arus ip order to take revenge. But the regmnlar palice didn't give
them any.

Unly ten to twenty people were slightly wounded, the othars had
very serlous injuries, mostly in the legs. There were so many of
them that the doctors in the hospital didn't know what to do,

FHany wounded died in the corridors. Later the wounded wers taksno %o
Cylr apd the people there knew of thoavents, It was noon. It began
to rain and most of the people went home.I did likewise,
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] returned to Qvar at 3 P.M. Seversl trucks from Gydr arrived
loaded with armed soldlers and civilians. They had alsoc heary
waspous and hend-grenades. They went first to the police head-
quarters which displayed the white flapg. The detectlives were
herded in theyard, and the people took all the weapons. I got a
pistol there. Then we went to the AV0 barracks. An army unit was
satationed nearby. The officers sald they couldn't help beoause
they had no orders, The pesple decldeds te storm the place, took
it without any resistance, and picked up the soldiers' weapons,

The AVO barraek was surrounded. We learned that the man who orderesd
the massacore of the morning, a certein Dudas, had escaped, but

he wvas oaught at Rajka end brought back te Ovar. The AVO~s didni%
resist. Two AVO officers were beaten to death. One who was taken

to the hospital was hanged the next day om a tree together with
Dudas. The pecple took everything whioh was in the barracks, weapons,
ears, oto.

After Cotober 26, & national oouncil was formed which begang te
organiza the national guards. The AVO soldiers went home. Mors
waapons were distributed. I didn't work any more, but went every
day to Qybr whers everybody was following the events in Budapest,
The Russians had gone out of the olty with their familjes, and
stayed in the nearby woods. They didn't show themselvee any more
until November U.

e T T TR

A) During the manifestationa, I thought no repression would follow,
The crowd was so enthusiastio and united. Cverybody felt free,

The demonstrators included everybody, workeras and peasants, old
and young, ehildren and women, It was & collective and spontansous
manifestation,

First everybody beoame snthusiastic about Imre Nagy. Later,-hen
things got worse in Budapest, we began %o distrust him, until the
sltuation became normal again.

I wanted the Russians to leave, free elections with several
parties, I waa sure we would succead,

The demonstrators had no leaders, no one could have lsad the
pecple, not even an angel, 1n the state of anger they weret

I thought Gerl oalled the Russianz troops, but we learned it
from Imre Hagy and this confused us. Later we learned that HNagy
was forced at pistel point tn to deores the state of siege.
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The wvarious polltical parties jegen %o be reorganised. In Gylr, a
kin£ of government was set up, the aray and the parties firat worked
independently from Budapsat, later Joined the central ergans. The
most aotive parties were the Smallholders, the Social Democrats and
the Feasant Party. On November 3, & deolegate of the Smallholdawms’
party came %0 B-ros and asked my father to try to organisq the party
there.

The Re-invasion.

On November 3, we saw Russien tanks golng toward the Austriam border,
oocupylng bridges and crosa-roads. At 5 A.!. on November L, we heard
Imre Nagy's speech on the radio and were filled with despair and
bitterness. Nobody could eatkk the whole day. We kept listening te
RFE, A%t noon, a friend of ours cams from CGyYr and told us that all the

highways and roads were occupled bm the HRussians. e told us that it
was "now or never”, I Jjoined him and wa went on foot to the border,
marching some 50 miles, and orossed during the night. Yy .parsnts lnd
brothera orossed the nn:t day.

iV. EXPECTATIONS OF FEILF FROM TEE “EET

Hany people hoped for some kind of assistance from the ‘Jest, That 1s
weapons, especlally bazookas from the US, I met n few young Hungarians
who came from Austria to fipght with us.
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Vo SO0CIAL CLASS STRUCTURE AND ATTITUDES.

A Own fanily background.

My father was a peasant who before the war owned some 200 aores of
land. S0 were his, the rest belonced to his sister and %o his wife.
After 1948, because of the heavy taxes, only 30 acres wore left to
him. This was reduced last year to 17 meres last year. e was
branded a kulak.

My father finished secondary schocl, my mother finished I years in
public sohool.

B, I don't see any social classes today in Hingary . The Communists
kept proclaiming the atruggle of classes against the kulaks, the
former offi .ers, eto. All the people were in the same situation.
One could divide them as Communiste and non-~Communists.

By profession, there were the peasanta, the workers, the
offiee omployees, the intelligentsia (engineers, ete.).The Communista
enjoyed many advantages, especially the top leaders, the AVO officers
?n? the party sewretariea.

2
I knew better the peasantry, then the former smell craftsmen and the
?u;iur-. As for the intelligentsia, I knew only two enginecersa.

3
The peasantry.-~ They are diligent, even when they don't know why
They work.
!h' workers.- More refined, they work only if immediately pald. Other-
?iu- they loaf around the faotories.
I -';:-alﬂng to the peasantry.

2., Reactlion of diflsrent classes to Communism.

The peasants did reacted the less to Comhunisy. Comunism found
more echoes among the workers. As for the intellectuals, they all had
to follow the current if they wanted to keep their jobs.

The peasants didn't like the compulsory dellveries system and %the
taxes. They couldn't live decently, Bad to work like horses, and
to queue for bread with the workers. They also had a 1iitle more
sense, because they are always out by themselves, and are not
organisad. The peasants' resotions are usually slow.

During the revolution, when the mational council was formed, =ome

13 peasant delegates mxm were called in. An sgitator from Budapssot
told the counocil that Attlla Ssigeti was a Comnmunist and that one
should ask for help from the est. Everybody becams very enthusizstioc
about him. Only one old peasant sald that one didn't even know tho
that man was and that in his opinion, he was an imposter. The psasant
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wapg almost beaten up. Later on, the agitator turned out to be an
AVO agent sent to Gylr im order to disorpganise the peoples.

The peasants didn't like the Comnuniat meetings, and the rogimes
never suceeded in educating them. In 1%L5, everybody received

land. Leter the land lost all i%ts value and became & burden. Every-
body wanted to get rid of it. Some peasants had lapnd, but counldnm't
feed their znimals, becauss the state took all the fodder from them,

"'orkers. The state was asauring the workera' living. Thus it oould
foros them to attend meetings and to do things for money. Most

of the workers had te play a two-faced game in order to assure their
interests.

The intellectuals were silenced, and mapy did pysical work. My
gather knew Lwo pre-~war Judges at Qydr who stayed in their jobs
but were helpless. Those who wrote in the papers sold themselves.
Later they recognised thia.They formed a worthleses group,

The poesantry was the hardest hit by Communism, with the taxzes and
&he compulsory deliveries.

Ces The people lived together and helped esach other. Thers wers not :
too mapy differenwes between them. Some workers comphasined that i
some peasants could still sell products for higher prices. But the |
workers who lived in the country and owned alao land were better off
than the peasants themselvasa.

Ee In order to go ahead, one had to have a big mug and to know
what to say atx the right timeé. To be & two~faced man who knowe
how to denounnce others, te be of proletarian origin, and to be &
oomnmuniat. Talent didn't eount.

Fs« The Communlistes, but not all of them, enjoyed privil-dges. £11
roads were opened to Bhem, up te the highest positions, even if
they wers sigidx stupid. -



Vi: FEMILY LIFE UNDWR COMIWRISM.

A« Comnunism effeoted famlly life from the religious point of

view. Communism tried to replaoce religilon by its own ideology.
Jut it dlda't succeed im loosening the family. Maybe it even

brought the members closer together as they all had to werk ia
order to assure their living,

""hile the workers in the olties went after entertainment, the
peasants stayed home, went more often to church and had more
respect Lfor the priestas.

3. Yes, Communism changed the way children are brouwght up in Hungary,
leligion was abaent from their education. Also the child oftem had

to work at the age of 1llL. Maybe this was the reason why they could
never make good communists out of thesy.

Children obey less than before. The school 4ie taking more of the
role of the parents. The ohild could not be punished physiwally
at socheol, and said that he and not the teacher was righs. If a
Leashar hit a pupil, the parents could denounce him to the AVO.

The areas of disobedience depend on the family. The Communists
affebied less the family 1life of those who lived in the country.
A8 1 heve never been in my 1ife in Budapsst, I don't know the
situaftion there. But I presume that some Communist parents did
not like religious instruction and physical punishment.

C. Marriage, courtship and =ex patterns.

-

o

In the country, the courtshlp pattern dida't change. Most pecple got
narried in the church, only a few didn't by fear of losing their
Job, Differences of religion between spouses became less importanmt.
Eulags' daughters were avoided by those men who were worried about
thelr cadre file. In fact, some lost their job when they marriled
auch & girl.

Young people met at falirs and dances. From the moral point of
view, the situation was not very pgood. My parents told me it was
much better before Communism. The reason was that the future was
fimless and without any perspective. This sithation led also to
more divoroes.

2. 1 don't know if there was any vrostitution in Wungary...
(The respondent didn't even know this wordi-Interviewsr.)

3: The government didn't discuss sexual matters.



D, Effeot of Conmunlism on friendship.

1, One would make friends only with those who would not denounce us
for anything one said. Feopls were very cautious in their relations.

2. This depends on the motives he had to enter the Party. If this
was not neceasary, I wouldn' consider him any more as my friend and
I would break the friendship. I don't think one could have continued
auch a friendship keepinp politiocs out of it, because polibics wowuld
have come out in any tppic of discussion.

BEs Crime and sloocholism.

K.l.Tmbasslenents were flourishing. It was not even qonsidered as a
orime, because everything belonged to the state, whiech was the
biggest thief of all,

The polioe didn't do a thing about this, and was oompletely unsuccess-
ful. They went out with dogs, searched for days and ciosed the case.

2, Drinking inereased very muoh, especially among the young people.
For them, 1ife was aimless, andthey forgot about it with liquors and
bad wines. The older pesople drank in adrder %o drown theilr sorrow.

3. The hocligans were the so-called "Jjampeo" who wore rubber-sole
shoes, l'estern ties with cowboy motives apnd tight trousers, and their
hair coming downon their neok. I dddn't like them, lostx of them wers
swindlers, There were many of them in Budapest, and also some in the
country. '

The pecple laughed at them. They were not dangerous, but insolent.
The government tried to use mormal means to cope with thid problem,
but it exegierated when it called them resotionaries and agents of
the West. They wars young people from 17 to 2L, mostly young workers
who were too lasy to wobk. The parents couldn't do muoh about them.
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VviI. RELIGION

Ae BEifeet of Communism on religious 1life in HWungary.

Relgion was less viaible in its externmal and publiec manifestations
than before. Tt was restriotei te tha family l1ife, and to going
to ¢hurch on Sunxday,

The copnnunisks dissolved the religious orders, leaving alone the
priests and curates. In 1591, the Benedictine order got baok its
sohools, That year, I could not go to any achool because my father
cwned 30 sores of land and a tractor. I was admitted to the
bensdictines' school in Gybtr. They had many puplls. Theas priests
tried to give us a better education. In the whole history book,
they sut underlined only & few sentehcesa which were correct, and
tought us the rest themselves. They were not afraid of telling their
opinicns. For ex. the priest who tought us Nussian had been a prisoner
of war in Russia and he knew a great deal.

/for L years/

The communists threatened those who went to sohool or fired them.
Two priests were arrested in our school while I was studylng there.

The Catholie Chureh was hardest hit, The other churches gave in
muoh esarlier. But many bishops were also frightened, though they
had no family to fear for.

The communists organised the peace priests. e knew that these
prissts weren't communists, but we did not consider them aas priests.

Tn the villages, everybody knew everybody.

In our village, the Prolestants alsc went always to church despite
the communista' unfavorable opinion.

Ho Jews lived around us. I knew one Jewlash family in GyUr whioh
was very religlous. They always ate kosher food and never worked
on Saturday.

B:. Religion plays an important part in my 1ife, I presume I'an
mora religions thamn the average people in Hungary. I believe in
a fature world and was not afraid to go to church.



€+« Eelation between churoh and stsate.

The chureh should do its own work indepondently from the state.
The state should give the church complete freedom for teaching
~ts doctrine and principles, and should support it materially,
ospecially the schools.

Religious sohools chould be allowed to function. hpligious
instructlion is important for & good moral eduoation,

¢« This responsability should pot be too wlde, but the immorasl
books should be put on the index, Fowever, vhat is forbidden
becomes mysterious and sttracts the people.

°s The state should be completely independent from politica, The
Foliticians' game is never clean. This is 1in opposition with the
tagks of the priests, and of the churches.

D I don't know many Jews. In gensral, the opinion about them
was not good because from Rakosi down all the way of the Party
apparatus, everybody was Jewish, They made their caresr with
Communism. Only & few of them were religious and werse 1iked .Many
AVO officers were Jews and they liked to torture the people. A
Jewlsh woman was & spy for the secret police.

In Austria, I saw that they pgo’ everything they asked for. Ty xiock

Most of them had a good time in Mungary, and have the same here.

They are not afraild of an independent Hungary. Imxewyrragium. They
found their way in any regime, and they'll be in the saddle again,
Only the bl~ ocommunists among them are afraid.

VIII. THE HUNGARIAN YOUTE.

A. By Hungarfan youth I mean the seocondary schools and university
students, the young workers,peasants and intellectuals, from the
age of 15 up to 25,

B. Role during the revolution,

The role of the Aungarian youth was to hawe organised the MEFESZ.
The revolution followed their demonstration. But they didn't lead
the revolution. Everybody participated in the demonstrations and

in the fighting, young and older people alike.

The youbth role can be explained by the fact that it is more extremist
£xx in everything than the older people. A revolution is one of theas
extremes, Youth had mo future under Communism., Most revolutions vera

initiated by wouth.
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The older neople foldowed the youth, and have them their
supnort wherever they could. The young people were pleased,
naturally.

C. Sohools and educational system in Hungary.

Under Communism, the level of the education was lowered. There
vere too many stupid sochool-books with falaes theories and Argu-
ments. Wo other fereign language but Hussian was tought. The
doctors had to learn latin Af the university.

There were many poor teachers in the public schools, & few of
them fanatical communists. The latter told my class-mates to
throw me out because I was a kulak's son, The “ood teachers wers
almost all older teachers who hsd toujht bLefore Gomaunisa. Thas
new ones had no adegquate formation and often counldn't answer
our questions.

In 195L, 60 students graduated from the Benedictines' school.
Only 9 were admibted %o university; two had excellent notes,

and the rest had protection. “ere exoluded from the universities
the children of non-prolatariam originm and the children of kulaks.
Thoee who were admitted were sons of workers amd,the professional
gradvates, who studied at evening ocourses and those whose parsnts
were CP members.

The choice of vocation was restricted. The various deschnical
gchools all had guotas, and they wouldn't take more students
than the prescribed number.

E. The comnunlats devoted nuch time and effort to endooctrinate
the younger generajion. In every school, they held many ideolo-
glval speeoches, at meetings and celebrations. They spent a lot of
money on ideological propaganda.

They failed to endootrinate the youthbecause the parents told
xhm something diflerent to their children, and because the youth
was not stupid and saw what was wrong in Communism. Youth never
accepted Comnunism. However, XEx some young people would sinmulate
in order to maks a ocareer. " hen such a chance was offered, they
would play & double game. They didn't accept Communism, but took
sadvantage of it.
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IX. MAUOR DISSATISFACTIONS AS FELT IN UVERY-DAY LIFE

A. Respondent's main dissatiafactions.

I was dissatisfied because I couldn't continue my studies and ]
bacauvuse they ruined my father's farm. I had to work every sumner |
and had to pay sll the monsy in taxes. During all that time I could |
buy one single suit. T tried twice to enter the acodemylof agricul- |
ture at Ovar, and was refused because of my origin.At the same they |
would admit people who didn't know a thing about agriculture. |

B. Hain complaints of the people.
The low wages and the shortaces of food.

1. TRE NCOROHMIC LIFE.

A, Standard of living.
1. Respondent's fanily.

"/ wers slx persons llving inm our house: my parents, my twvo brothers
and I and our aunt. My younger brother went to sohool. I earned

1,400 forints a month as an slectrician. My older brother helped

my father on the farm with my mother and my aunt.

&) Food, "'¢ had most of the food at home. PBut our situation was
exceptional. "he made the deliverles, reduced the expemses to a
minimum ( for ex.we didn't hire helpers). My mother reised ohicken, eto.

b) €lothing. was scarce. I had two suits for my two years of
gymnasium, Butkix the poasants coesn't need too many clothes.

The payment of the taxes caused us the most difficulty. Also the
deliveries, Sometimes we had to give 21 guintals of meat, and

had nothing left for ouselves. Thenmm we had to buy everything.
For ex, for 1,5 acre ths delivery was 120 1b of wheat. The state
paid 60 forints for a quintal. But it paid nothing for part of the
wheat, as it waes considered a tax, ¥

I would consider & luxury a motorcycle which cost between 14,000 |
and 25,000 forints. I always wanted to buy one, and was never able |
to do so, In order to buy one, the peasants had to ma%® give in

addition 15 quintals of corn.



() Our standard of living went down.zikasmaBefore 1945, my father
could hire helpers and send us in good schools where the instruction
was expenslve. Our situation was very good, there was always food
encugh and no yueueing. BEverybody was free to do as he plcased,

(5) 1951-52 were the worse years. The kulaks were persecuted and had
haddly something to eat. The peasants produced 30-L0 quintals of wheat
and had to gueue for bresd, a bread whioh was filthy, brown and
uneatable.

2. 1 didn't know any family who was better off than any other.

3. “hat accounts for the standard of livingy The Russiana took

away everyhting for pennies. They paid for ex. 60 filler-s for =
Guintal of coal. If the Humsians would not have exnloited the country,
the situation would have been much better. Qur leaders wers chess
flgures who had to give out what the fussians asked for.

B. Our whols income from the deliveries was was snough to pay the
taxes for 2 or 3 months only. For ex., when our inocome was 3,000
forinte, we had to pay 10,000 forints in taxes. These figures were
fixed every moth. The rest of the monay had to be found. My father
did some carriage. I put my own pay into our family bugget. Ye never
could sell anything on the free mekgk market. 'Je rather had to bujy
somestimes things like corn and potatoest

5¢ was deducted from my pay.

During the fixm last five ysars, our situation was always the same: bad.
In the fall of 1955, just before therevolution, the atate took also
the ocorn; in additiod to the other deliveriss.

C:« Retall prioces.

The quality and the ptice were about the same in the stats stores

and on the free market. The people preférred to give their money to
the peasant rather than to the state. The peasnt counldn't sell cheaper,
because this would have been "unfair competition® to the state, and
wae severely punished, The state store was not interested in salling;
when the atore was empty, the employees had leas work to do, and thekr
salaries weres fix anyway.

2. The quality of the goods was not always good. Ex. when there was
no flour, bread was made with barley, or ktkaxkzksx when the baker was

forced to reach a certain norm, he ruined the bread. 2 lbs. cost 1,560 fo:
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3. The oconsummsrs were freguently net supplied adegquetely. The
wheat was taken to the trains, and traasported to Budapest or abroad,
we didéd't know whrere. And ws didn't know whether what mwx was in

the stores was Fungarian or mnot. All our best wheat and meat went
to the Soviet Tnion.

4. e wers especially shart of meat and lard. Thore was no butter
and no rice.

5. Meat and lard were often unavailable or too expensive.

E. The bhlack-market.
é grca is a small Tillngn of 1,000 1nhnh1tantsz‘
& whole council and the police did black-marketing. Meat was rare
in the village. Yhen x2xwax calves wers boen, the peasants went to
the council chairman and asked hin permissien to kill an animal or
more, They gave & piece of meat to the chairman, another to the
police and could keep the rast for themselves. This way both the
peasants and the communist functionaries ocounld eat some meat,

‘then a oomplaint went to the police it would simply disappear. Once

a wonan demounced the whole group, and inspectors came out. They
couldn’t jall the ocouncil chalrman, because he was a Parti meaber,
neither counld theg arreat the polioce. They dlsmissed the chalrman, who
became later president of the local collective farm. After that, we
had no more meat to eat.

If cought, one was sseverely punished. The jalls were fllled with
butechers. The sente noes depended on the individual. A kulak could
bs imprisoned for as much as 15 years as he was an "shemyn,

Spare parts. It was hardly possible to find zany. It took one year
to be able to get a bfokcle chain. The general situation was one
of shortage.

Spoillage of food. In the collective farms, I saw workers wasting
muoch alrd and bread: whot they dida't eat, they threw it to the
ground. The produces always got spoiled. There were no warehouses
where the whest could have been kept dry, becsuse they dida't build
enything. They left the wheat out in sacks for wesks and it got
rotten. hen it rained they didn't cover it. In brief, they didao't
care at all.

D. WVorking oonditlions,
L.Respondent's working day, co-workers and superiors.

1 worked for some 3 months at Moson as an electrician in a

factory which repaired motors.

I worked 9 hours per day, only 6 oh Saturday, l.e. 51 hours weekly.
I had & half-hour for lunch, worked from B A.M. till 5 PusM.

It took me 2 hours each way to travel from my home village to Moson.
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I chose to be an eleotrician because this Job was well paid. But I
was interested in radios, and was never allowed to touvh any. Our
factory, whioh employed about 300 workers, was a branch of the
Kuhne plant at !fosom which manufactured combines.

My relations with my co-workers were good. /e were mot too much
satisfied with our supericrs, but our foreman was quite decent.
In addition, he was competent in his field.

(6) I was not satisfied with my pay. Also the material was bad.

2: My fellow~-workers did their work well in general. But without
the nora system the quality could have been better. Those who
worked better pgot a paper of thanks, and sometimes a little monsy
to maintaln thelr enthusiosm.

3. Vacation, helath, compensation.

Most of the workers who were Party members were sent on vaeations.
ke for me, even 1f I would have stayed 20 years in the factory, I
would not have been sent anywhere.

The sickness insurance was not so bad, 1t was cheap though 41t didn't
elways funotion perfectly. It was paid in my case by the factory. |

The pension system was very bad. All those who merved the former
regime were left in complete misery, with pensions of 200-300 forint
a month, or were simply deprived of it. The state didn't need the
old people bescause it couldn't use them.

E: Country 1ife and agriculture.

1. I would prefer to live in the country. I was raised and spant
my wholes 1ifa there. : .

The best sitxuation was in Budapest (the raillway men all went to
Eudnp.:t to buy lard), then 1ln the country, and finally in the small
OWNnE s

The higher general standard of living was in Budapest.

It was easier politically in the country. The

s ¥ Communists couldn't |
force the peasants to attend politisal leotures and seminars, ﬂzt
there were many sples in the country who were fesared.

2« As for the resulta of oocllectivisation, everybedy feared an
acénomic chaos for the whole country. The kolkhosss went bankrupt,
they dldn't ydeld produces enough. Those who couldn't survive as
individual farmers had no other ochoice than to join & colleotive farm.
Taxes socumulated, the furniture was taken away., The Communists

Planned this deliberately, and within a few years, the farmor was
foroed to Jjoin.
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Collectivization waw opnosed moat strongly by t!ose who where
=hxipadxks forced into joining. Aa for the kulakas, they were
not gccepted 1ln the kolkhonest

In 1956 a o.llective farm was oreated at Biiros by ten characters
who never liked to wokk in thelr life, and who had no animals,
just a few acresof land: They thought to do the office and mana-
gerzdl work, and they needed peasants with land and cattle. A1l
tha kulaks « including my father -« were arrested by the AVO and
taken %o OyUr. They wanted to frightem the other peasants. Some
Joined, one withdrew later, !'ut the AVO arrested him andrconvinced®
him to join again. )

{1 )
Later they were 37 with 280 acres of lamd, and pot 10,000 forinta
worth loan from the state. They bought old cowa, xgita paid 3,000
forints for the animal, but asking e bill for 5,000, so that they
gould keep the difference. This collective farm still exiata today.

(h) At Lébény, the collesotive dissolved by iteelf during the
revolation, baocause the zsaxmxk peasants were fed up. Some
colleotive farms, which had good land with good farmers, functioned
well, like the ome in Soprom whioh produced grapes, and ytkxd ylelded
huge yearly incomes to the members.

Js If I could free myself from the lamd, I wouldn't be an

agricultieral worker Ao Hungary under Communism. Otherwise, I
would always pxfxx prefer a private farm.

Le Agriculturs system in an independent Rungary.

I would Fike Ipdividual farming, with & limit set for the amount

of land ope pessant can own (not more tham LOO te 650 acres, i.e.
300 to LOO holds). I would like a just taxation and ne deliveriky
system, The forests should be distributed,too. The water should

be free. A few vitally important farms should be left in the

hands of the state, such &s animal-breeding farms and grain improve-
ment farms,
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THE POLITICAL LIFE

A. Situation befors 12LA.

L. My father was always a member of the Samallholders' party.
*hen the party dkssolved, and from then on, hekept away from
from active political activitlies.

My father approved the program of ths Smallholders' party. Ae didan't
1iks the Comaunists and told us that they will take away the peasants?
land. “hen this happened, we became all depressed in our family,

2. Communiam befores 19LE.

I heard of Bels Kun and of the massacres he ordered in the ocountry.
I also knew that afterwwrds Communists had been killed in Sopron
County

BE. Comnunist Party from 1%iL0 on.

1. Among the msmbers of the CP, thero are first the old Communista
of 1919, Then many former Arrow Crosses (members of the Hungarlian Naesl

pParty), and fikally those who joined in order to assure their interests:

Very few of them were convinoed Comiunistes, and those who wers ware
in many caswms mentally ill.

1 knew nome Party members in the village. Some ware ocompletely stupld,
and conidn't find their way alone., I can oiPe here the counncil ochair-
man, and an aray lieutenant with 6 years of elementary school. Some
Communists were malovolent and harmed and dencunced other people.

Moat of them Joined in order te remain in their Jjoba, especlally
in the fastories. In the country-side, the Communists succeeded to
mislead some stupld people.

The CF members never expressed publioly their opiniom about the Party.
foms people waited for years for the Party to fall, and when this
dida't happen they joined it by opportunism am or beecause they were
foroed to do so.

2. Changes in Party policies during the last elght years,

There wers no changes in policies, but only of methods.The nature
of these changes was tactical. loscow gave the orders and the top
comnunist leaders executed them. Imre Hagy was allowed to rum &
whils, then he was withdrawn, like Malenkov in the Soviet Union.
The peasants first thought that something would happen, that the
deliveries will be spppresssd. But they remained cautious because
they k¥new the Communists' taotice. Rakosi said ;"You cannot turn
chalk into cheese" and attacked again the kulaks.




16-M X1-19

‘e knew that there was orumbling inkm the Party, but we didn't
hope that 1t will disentegrate. Beven if Rakosi would have been
left alone, the Party would have remalned.

3., The Party morale.
f
The =uh-ru had to do what the Party told them to doy whether they

Liked it or not., Often nobody knew the reasons for an order. The
so-called Party morale was equivalent to nothing. Ant those who

nad 1t were not normal,

i, Top leaders of the Communist Party, their aims and motives.

They wanted to rule over the country with thelr ideology, though
think Rakosi mxg nNever was a Communist. Maybe he didn't belleve

n the whole thing. The Soviets gave him asylum and he became their
man, These lsaders bullt a huge system and exscuted thelr orders
like office functionariss., They were deprived of personal initiative.
They were all diabolic, maybe, and wanted to acquire material
advantapges. Imre Nagy was perhaps the only Aungarian among them,

Cs Opposition to the Communist JQovernment.

l: There were many manifestations of discontent and dissatisfaction.

Everybody complained about theregime. In some cases, it wasim impossi-

ble to resiat to the state. But the state coulda't convince the
peopls either,because everybody knew and saw the evils of the
regime.,

Peasants could fight against the deliveriles by bribinp the membars
of the village council; On the other hand, to steal from the state
was not oonsidered & sin. any workers took away tools &nd materials
from the plants, and practically &ll the managers missappropriated
funds.,

3:; The activities of the intellectuals.

Before the revolution a few articles were published whioh sa

things more freely. They contained uritiuigul for which un: ;:lr
sarlier, one would have besn jailed. “'e all heard £x of the Petifi
Cirele on the radio, of the debates whioh took place there, and

of the criticisms which were volced: We sympathised with tﬂl Petifi

Gircle. The writers didn't say anythi
vhat everybody was not able t: ’:;‘ ng new, but they dared to say

They played an important rols but nobod

Yy Ehppmk thought or k
they were the precursors of & revelution. Vs Just hugsd t;ntn::i:h‘t
would sicceed in obtaining some concessions.

T L N, s m— (.
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"hat they said was correot; but we had Beard other words from them |
before. In my opinion, they are not gquite decent, a&s they have all
served &he regime.

e The regine gave the intellectuals a certain freedom, Thet went
too fer and the regime couldn't tolerate it. Very few writers had
contacts with the people.

XI1: THE APPARATUS OF POWER

A: The ssorst police.

L. The nembars of the seoret poliee were Communists who originated
[rom poor famllies, with the exception maybe of the top lesaders.
Those poll-smen who were drafted fxm into the AVO included many
types of men. Those whoe Jolned voluntarily were very oruel with

Shelr prisoners.

In August, 1956, I made &n attempt to oross the border and was
saught by the gresn AV0D. Thoy took me to Ovar and questioned me
from 3 n.M. t1l]l noon. T told themk that I only wanted to wvisit a
friend who 1livel near the border, sand fipally convinced them so
that they freed me. I think I was very lucky in this case.

“"hen my father was taken to GyUr by the blue ABC in 1956, ha was
bezten and they threatened to put out his eyes with a fountain-pen.
My brother also was arrested onee.

. It was true that there was constant fear and anxiety in the |
country. Even the Communiats had fearsm because they didn't know '
when their turn would coms.

5. The informer system and the informers.

The informers and sples were the ascum of the earth. At BUrcs theres
wore sight of them, The pesople knew by hear-say that they weras
informeba. They went %o report once a month to the AVo, and to

plek up their money, whioh amounted to 600-800 forints. In addition
tmhey also rlulivlé premniums for special denunciations. They did
this filthy Job for money and because of their character. e avoided
them and never spoks before them.

5. Sometimes one could avoid troubls with the AVe k

_ eepi onat
mouth shut. But mksm for instance axkwkmk even if ?kﬂl: :::I'.'In:l;!
nothing, he'll have trouble, It is true that many people ware
arrevted for not having kept their mouth shut.

f« He AVO-men fﬂ"l.'lﬁht- on the aide of the revolution. Th
afraid and went all into hidding. YTy Rob

8. Yhen Fungary becomes independent, thev should b 11
and sent to forced labor, : ~ ¢ all picked up
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®. The ragular police was not very different from the AVo, especlall}
towvards the kulaks. They were all Communists. Those who didn't like
to work went into the police. Their work was very unsuccessful. If
somabody stole something from a kulak, they simply didn't come out.
If the thief was one of their friemds, they didn't touech him.

Duriag the revolution, they hid in their holes and trembled with fe ar.
Later they pave arms to the national guarde, but they took them back
after Rovember U,

B. The courts.

2. I knew only cne ease when a gendarme beat up before the war a poor
pessant who was fidhing at %k a time this was forbidden. Rexm The
court santenced the gendarme to two months emprisonment.

3, I belipve the People's Court of 1%45-L7 were more just than the
courts which came later in 1949-1950. In 1951, & kulak from Bezi

w&s condemned to death becauss ten palr of old shoes, 100 yuarts of
lard and five loaves of bread were found in his possession. e was
accused of aocumulating pgoods, and hanged. The goods were sxhibited

in a store ag Gydr in order to frighten the people.

A teacher from Abda was at & falr when a Russian was beaten up. Fe

was oondemned to i years imprisonment thovugh he was completely
finnocent. It waa simply impossible for the people to defend themselves.

. Prisons wers the egquivalent of foroed lsbor in mines or construct-
1on works. Those who were left in the darkneas of bheir cells had
a better ¥ime.

C: The Aungarian army.

ls I was not drafted becauss I went to study as an industrial appren-
tice after finlshing secondary school, I was supposed to be drafted
affletr the revolution, and according to my sister who stayed behind,

I have just received my letter of induction) :

I only knew that the officers were ikm most stupld people besldes
being scoundresls. Some couldn't evem write! In our village, we had
twe lieutenants, who were the most stupid neople of xkm Blres. I also
knew a captain who mould hardly write his name, He had a bureaucrat
under him to perform all the administrative work. Another captain

did nothing else but eursing all day.

The officers didn't live with the soldiera in the barracks, but in
town. There was guite a distance between them and their men.
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The officers wers poor military strateglsts, Cnly sons of

Coomunists could become officers. They always had somebody else
to do the work far them.

During the revolution, they didn't play nay role, in Gyir like
at lfoson. The people had to force their wey into their barracks
in order to get their arms. “'hen the revalution was viectorious,
and when the national council was established, the army recognized 1its
authority. The officers didn't sympathize with the revolution. As

. they had served the regime, they didn't know what %o do. The soldiers
ail sidel with the peopls. On NHovember L, the army was already

disorganized. Many soldiers went home, others were at large, and
- 8@ few remained in the barracks.

1 was not surprised by the army's attitude. Ve knew that without
orders or leadership, the soldiers could not do very much,

1
|
D. The Russian Army. |
|

2. Ton speak of the avents of 18L" is absolutely incorrect. The
Hungarizan feelings about the Russisn Army are due to the events of
1945 when they looted the oountry. Then they remsined to opnress
it for 'ore than 10 years . This oppression ereated much hate,

Ia 1%L5 we were glad that they chased away the (Jermans. But we
thought they would stay only temporarily. In our region, they took
eway the anlimalas, juat like the Germans did. But we didn'$s know
yot what was in store for us.

Since 1945, my opinion changed completely. The Soviet soldiers are
men who are oppressed just as much as we Hungarians were. I hate the
apparatus of power of the Soviet Unionm the muhm members of the
Kremlin hxxd group, the officers, But I have no animoeity far the
Russian nation as suoh. The Russians may be primitive, but it is not
their fault that they don't know the radio or the tooth-paste, and
I don't condemn them fAr that.

baefore
3. The Russian troops stationed in FAungary faximg the revolution.

There were Russian troops in Gydr. They lived with the people, did
trade with them, their children played with Hungarian children. They
bsgan to know the reesl situastionm in Pungary. When the revolution
broke cut, they said they wouldn't fire on the Hungarians, because
they have been treated well for 10 years they lived among them,

Bacause of the language barrier, ons couldn't talk much with them.
Thelr ofiicers were Just like ours, the worse were the politisgl
officers, In genersal, they cid not want to go back to Russia, and
ware pleased to be in Hungary, were they could get everything

. in their canteens at very cheap prioces.
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. They didn't do anything in Oybr, but evacuated the city and
remained in the woods until November 3. I believe that these
troops were ordered back to Pussia. Yhen the fresh troops came
in, thay imprisoned pecple in Gytr and toock soms of them to the
raillway astation.

5. The answer is "mo"teo &ll guestions.

&. The answer is no,

E: The bureauoracy.

l, ‘hen someone went to an office the functionaries didn't ocare
too much for him. I could mention the oouncil house at Bircas, the
taxation offlos, the financial ofiice in the cities, and soc on,
There were too many offices, with lincompeatent psople who couldn't
handle ths affalrs. There ware a few former functlionaries, xmkk the
rest was made up of incompetent Communists,

'@ had lots of trouble with them, Ve didn't know if we could trust
them, and had to go many tines to the vearlous offices to have

eh affair discussed. I didn't know many functionaries who looked
out for the people's interests.

2. 1t was a nice thing hmk: never anything did happen to the Comnmunists
who practised auto~ecriticisam.

F. Yes, it was pocsible %o get around some of the regulations, for
money. But one had to know well the funmctionary. If they were
cought, the kulak would have been punished, bu% not the Comnunist
functionary.

0 I don't think the various people who held power An Mungary are
intelligent in pemeral. Most of them are simply swindlers and bums.
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XIIT+ ASSESS'™W'T OF FUTURE PROSPRCTS FOR A'THGARY

A« Bungary will be free if the Hussians can be driven out, not

by the Amerigan foreigm policy, but because of some internal

events in Russia. I don't think that with its present polioy the U.S.
will succeed in achieving that aim.0ther posaiblility: if a streng
unity is created in Burope.

In Mungary, the policy of the past will continue, and nothing will
be better,

The® "est will reksist Russlan attempts to seise new indepemdent
countries in the Far- and Middle-East.The Policy of the “est will
be one of defense.

My hopes are that the Soviet Union will désintegrate and that
Hungary wlll be completsly free.

I don't see any other means to achieve this than the internal desin-
tegration. I fear war, but I think that many people behind the Iron
Curtaip want it if it 13 the only way to solwve the problem. But T
don't know of courase if there will be such a war...

In Fungary's case, the Russians ocould have been told that Al they don't
lesave the country, there will be a war. I believe that under suoch

& threat, they would have left Fungary, and also the rest of Eastern
Burope.

Bs Vhile I was in Fungary we saw many intefnationel conferehces and
hoped that they will end with some results, and that the Russians
would withdraw. Cur hopes faded away im 1956. “'e got only a few
cong@essions. Accordlng to the changes in Moscow, we were either
hopeful, or saw eberything in black.

R S ——
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IIV. S0CIAL, POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC IDSOLOGY

A. Hungary should develop her agriculture and light industry,
but not heavy industry, which has no basis in the country.

B. Articles of first necessity and apgricultural machines should

be manufactured,vwhile the production of machine-tools ghould be
abandoned .

(3)(a)

I wonld leave the larje plante in the hands of the state and give

back thelr atores to the former ownefs. I would leave the small |
industry in the hahds of individual craftsmen |

(b) The state cooperatives should be distributed to the individuals,
The colssctive farms dissolved unless their basis is voluntary.

b. the role of the government.

The government should direct foreign trade, i.e. to get tho materials
and %o find the markets for our produots. T'e state should regulate
the production, but mot by force. Heavy and light industry in the
state's hands. A linmit should be set for the small craftsment as

to the sise of their enterprises. '

In agriculture the role of the state should be limited.The forietion
of Imeege estates should be prevented, by setting a limit maximum
of 200 to 300 holds. (280 to L20 acres).

2. Form of government,

1 want a government 'ith several partiss. If had to chose, I would
Prefer a government whiohassures my Simxmg living, but this would not
prevent me from missing my freedom and remaining dissstisfied.

I wowld allow the Cpmmunist Party to function. If it is banned,
it would perhaps attEmct more people.

Co An independent Fungary should be & neutral country like Austria.
I & can alsq think of the ventfiality of an economisc union with

the neighboring countries. I am im favor of cultural and ecomomio
reletions with all countries, with Russia too, if there is po more
Communism there.

3. Some sort of Danubian federation would be a gocd thing from the
military point of view, ip order to protect Zastern Europe againsat
the Russians. The independence of each member should be preserved,
In J would not include the Serbms in such a union,

If the rights of the fungarian populations are guaranteed, such
a federation would meet the favor of meny people in Rungary.
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L, I don't think Hungary's present boudaries are acceptable.

There are many territories populazted by Hungarisns whioh were
taken away by the neighbor countries. On the other hands, I realise
that the millensry borders of Fungary can't be restored.

In any case, a part of Transilvania shauld be returned to Hunpgary.
This question is important, espesially to those Fungarians whe ars
living outslde the country's bordfers, They want first to free
themselves from Communism, and them to be reunited with the
mother-couhtry.

XV. THE FORMATIOF OF PUBLIC OPINIOR:

A.
2, I heard of the seorest specch of [hrushchav cn =FE.

3. I didn't know anything about HeCarthy,

. I didn't know anything about Rakosi'se private 1ife. I was
not interested in it.

Bs I read the weekly magasine "Life and Scisnoce", I didn't read

Any mewspapers except somstimes "Szabad Nepn,.

I used to read Hungarlen classies - Jokai, Ghrdonyi -- detective
novels, Qogol in translation, a few books on religion and philesophy.

The new books whioh were published were stupid and uninteresting.
Like the newspapers, they were full of lies and fslsifications.
The best booksm on the cther hand, ¢ ulda't be found.

2. I reed more when I went te school than when I worked.

The peasants didn't read too much. They liked Jokai's works and
fiotion stories, because they were cntartaining.So did the workers,
The ¢ity people read more, as they had more free time.

3, In the newspapers, I read only the news concerning foreipgn
policy, in order tom compare 1t with what I heard on the radio.
This wey I could see how mueh the Communist press lied.

L. One was not allowed to read soms books which were put on indexj
1.8, the books on religion and philosophy. These books couldn't be
found at all , only among friendsThe police was often too stupid

to know what book was what. I knew a case when such booke were found
in somebody's home, and resulted in lotsx of trouble for him.

These books were taken out of the librarles and burned. In the
b;nndiqtinuaf sochool, they were packed in cases and hiddon in a safes
place.
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Ce I got all kindx of news by word of mouth, from friends and
acquaintances. Often they would stop on the street td tell me
the news. This news were not too reliable, but there was always
a part of *“ruth in them, I also told news the same way to my
friends and co-workers.

D. BEverybody talked about politics, because the people wers
interestéd in them. They talked among them, at home, or in the
inn, in thecvening. In the circle of the family, or with friends,
wa always discussed the news.

F. I weht onoes a month to the moviea, went one to the thesatre in
QySr to ses the nlay " KUsaivl Ember Fiei" (The Feartless Man's Sons)
by Jokail M6r. The movie I liked most was "The Book of the Jungla".

I can recall a few pgood Russian filns, and very few from the West.



A+« Russia.

1. 1 see a lot of internal trouble in store for Russia. But when

a danger arouses, all the buma will sgree again. The people are
probably not satisfied with the regime. But they have lived under
it #or some L0 years now and they didn't know another 1ife. They
can't imagine a freer 1life, because they have never experienced it,

2. They wouldn't know how to vote and would be able to vote for a
man like Staling '

5. The leaders of fRussia want to rule the country and are not
interested in thepeople, but only in their positioms and interests.

B. Eastern Turopa.

Ly Most popular, Poland. Less popular, Yugoslavia, and after the
revolution, Czmechoslavakia,

The Serbs are not liked because of their polioy toward the
Hungarian minorities. As for the Cmechs, they said that the
Hungarien revolutionaries were bandita,

2« If free elections would be held in the Eastern Zuropean countries,
the governments would fall and these countries would free them-
selven from Communism.

J+ Csechoslovakia has the highest 1iving standard, oumania the
lowast,

C. Poland.

A change happened towrad more independence from Moscow. But if
real fres slections would be held, Gomulka would fadl, because
he is also a Communist. Gomulka ecan't succeed. Fither he'll havs
to give Poland her indeopendence or he'll have to step back. If
he wants to break away from the Russians,he'll bs killed, This
present situation can't last teo long.

2« I eynpathized with the Foles, their attitude created a siaillar
refdo tion in Fungary, following the events in Poznan.

he 1 didn't know that there was more freedom of expression in Poland
aince the autumn of 1955,

%« I approve the revolution the way it happened. The Hungarians
gsolved a problem the Poles never solved. Wobody mever thought

of the oconsequences, "hat will be will be..., &8 one says, This
revolution, even 1f stopped temporarily, can't be suppressed with
tarror.




D Tugoslavia.

1., Tito is & big Communist, who cheats the Amerlcans, the Russiams
and his own people. I heard that his brother told once that he was
nothing but & stupid scoundrel.

fla certainly influenced the evemts in Nastern Furope. In Hungary,
Rakosi was probably forced to leave because 4f him. I don't

consider that he was the founder of anything. He didn't found |
any new ideology.

We thopght he would have at least & correct view of the revolution

in Hungary. But we saw even better that he is nothing but a

Bomaunist, not different from those who are in Hoscow. The men

in the other “aster Suropean countries whe wanted a more independent
poliey had nothing to do with Tito, though they were called "Titoistas":

Tito must not hs very popular. I don't think there is =:x any
freesdom in Yugoslavia,

E. Asla and Middle-East.
1. The Communists gaimed control of China by 18ing the proper

tactic. The pecple were fed up with the forme* regime, and the
Bommunists promised bhem a lot.

3. Chine is somewhat more independent than thy Eastern furopean
countries. It's a huge country and it is therufére very diffioult
to control it.

5, No idea about the relatlons between gtnglani and India.

6. I approve the Anglo-French intervention, tot this should not
have influenced the situation in Fungary. Ths United Hations |
could have intervened in both places, and could have forced the
Russians to withdraw in Hungary. Instead the TR showed nothing but
veakness,

Phe nationalisation of the Suse canol was instigated by the Soviets,
no¥ ~gypt's government. The Frenoch and the British were right 1n
their intervention. They realised that if they retreat all the
time, they will be finally pushed out of their own country.

i

F. Yest Permanyd |

1. I think West Germany had the highest staniard of living in
Furope.

2, T didn't know anything about the Oerman go+ial Democratioc Party |
intil now. I heard that they want to galn tho power and to declare
Germany's nmeutrality., I dom't think this progrim 1a very paod.

3. The Cer :ans are dangerous when united. Today they are unarmed
and divided. And I think they don't want to figlt and to be killed
for others.

k., est Qerman rearmament is a good and clever :hing. They wohld
have a very étrong army which will scare the Huazsians.
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5. Both armies toock things away from us. But the Germans were mors
disciplined, From the military point of view, the Russian army was
far behind the German. The Russian secldiers are much less couragous.
They would be afrald of the new Jerman army, especially if Germany
iz to be reunited some day,

‘hen the Germans left Hungary,they were not popular, %e didn't know
the Russians before they came in. Today, after 12 years of ococupation,
we know.

G. "estern Turope.

2. I believo they are more ocapable than the Conzervatives. I don't
think that the Britlsh Labor Party ie leaning toward Communism.

3. Righest living standard, “est Germany. Lowest, the Soviet fUnion,

He The Unlited States.

1. That surprised me partioularly was the wealth of the country,
and the fact that one can everrthing here. Thers are also particular
customs and ways of life which are different from those of Europs.

2. The US should follow a vigorous foreign polioy toward Ex Russia,
The US should hit the table and say once for all: "If you don't
withdraw, T'11 knock you downi" It should not gibe any leans, not
even a pshny to Yugoslavia, and to Poland only if that country is
near starvation, becauss the government of those countries is

a communist povernment.

3. The US should ask the Nnitesd Natione to expulse the Kadar Qax
"government" from the world organiszation,

ho Maturally, flungarians would like to know how pecple live in the
West. They would llke to meet forelgners from all walks of 1life,
pesants, workers, eto. I would not tall these visitors anything and
would let them see e%erything by themselvas.

5. Naturally, they would like to receive “estern books and
pe riodicals,

6o It dosen't matter if exlles are assooiated with such activities.
I think ks Hungarians would rather be glad.

T« I den't know the Marshall plan well though I have heard of it.

Bs I don't know why Amnrica fought in Forea.
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1. The American domestic scene.
The only difference I !an csee s0 far between the milllionsires and
the poor men 1s that the first ones use only articles of luxury.
But the cothers have also most of overythling whieh 1s available.
fowever there are a&lso poor people hers.

In Hungary I thought the standard of living in the U5 was much
higher. One had a kind of mystlc conception. Today, I see the
reality, but I am far from belng dissilusioned.

2. I heard that the American trede unions are very wealthy and
that they are not left-wing. I didn't know of them in Pungary.

3. A1l I =an say is that there are_still gangstoers today.

e There are differences in the level of the education which must
be higher in Buropas.

Ss Nuring their free time, the Amaricans make many excursions, But
often they dia don't use that time very cleverly,

Js Tha United Natlioms.

I think the moment the Russians intervened into the Hungarian
rovolution, the United Nations should have convened and discussed

the matter. The world organization could have threatened the

Russiana with expulsion. It could have sent an army, as an experiment,
a&nd this would have involved no danger for the US. I'm aure the
flugsians would ahve withdrawn.

The UN should contloue to keep the Hungarian question én its agenda,
because thie problem =&¥%*¥ will always remain very actual.
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XVII: ENOWLU"DGE OF AND ATTITUDES TOWARD SELECTED PURCOWALITIRS.

A: In my opinion, the greatest living Hungarian today is 7oltan
Kodaly. Lefore him, the writer Ferenc Herczep, who died recently.

B« 1.
a. Imre Nagy. Though he was a Communist, he wae slso & Hungarian
patriot.

b. Mindszenty. One of the greatest men in the Zhurch today.
€. fiajk. He deserved his fate.

d. Gerd. An old scoundrel, or rather, the devil.

o« Kadar. Same big rasoal.

2, Elsenhower. Doesllt fit to ba a president, maybe not even a
genoral. He's not a politician.

b. Famnarskjold. He is all right, but his hands are tied.

6, Dulles. e is maybe more enmergetio than the others /'merican
polilticians. Unfortunately, he can't do muoh either.

d. Tden. A great politician.

o. Truman. A tranmp and a businessman.

3. a. Mikoyan. No opinion.
b. Nehru. I don't kpow him.
0« Chiknf Kai-Shek. No ppinien.
d. Jereno Nagy. If he would have come home, hes would have besn
beaten wup.
€, Roosewslt, This ascoundrel ie responaible for Fungary's fate.
f. Adenauner. A good politician.
§+ Stalln. Great politician, created the Soviet empire and ruled
it alone. He will be remembered lomg after Nero.
h. Malenkov, Tried to alleviate the Hussian people's conditiona.
i. Franco. Wo opinion.
4= 1 don't know him. Bevan.
k. Ehrushchev. A stupid man.
l. Tite. An opportunistioc politician.
m. Paron. I don't know him.
n. Molotov., A typical Communist.
P+« Ohurchill. A very great politicign.
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XVIII. ATTITUDE® TOWARD BXILES AND EXILE ACTIVITIES.

As 1. A1l thoae who were not found reliable under Communism and

who suffered for ten years escaped. Also thoass who took part in

the revolution, those who wanted to escape from Comiunism. All those
who were afrald, and those who -anted some adventuwes.

The Communists stayed home. Also those who ware not willinpg to
abandon their housex and their land. Most of those who came to the
“Jest are young people. The cld pesople stayed homes, thopgh I also
saw & few old people in Austria. A few- middlie-aged men cams out
and left their wifes at home. Many people came from the border
distriots, because of the proximity of pustria, and because they
knew the border well, Many people came fromBudapesst, bacause it is
B vary large city.

I have high esteem for these who stayed instead of coming out.
My sister staysd with her husband, she said she would never leave

Hﬂnﬁ“’!’t

I think those who remained know that it is batter for us to be
in the “iest than in Siberia. But many parsnts want their children
to oome baock.

B. Tungarian exile organizations and individuals.

1. “hile in Punpgary, I was not aware of such organisations. I knes
however that ¥z Bela Varga was here, 28 he came from Bircs and was
related to our family. *'e knew he was president of the Pungarian
national Council, but didn't know the council's activities. We
thought he was doing well in America and had money.

3.They probably tried to do something, but without achieving

any serious resulta. In my opinion, they couldn't have done mmuch.
Nobody cared about them 1n Mungary, they ceased to exiat from the
day they left the ecountry. Hobedy thought of them during the
revolutlion, The people wers furlovs to hear that Ferenc Wagy
wanted to come home.

Cs Yoa, I met some people who left the country ink£19L5 by fear
of the Russians. They saw the bad economic conditions in "Testern
Europe and zame back. Later they were all sorry for having done 1it.

I heard of a Nungarian who served in the French Foreipn Legion and
came home only to be arrested.

The redefection campaign was nothing but political propaganda,
to make the Hungerians abroad believe that things were all right
in the country. %e knew that only the fools came back. They weras
6ll arrvested. The same fate was reserved to the Fungarians who
were repatrlated from the Soviet Unlon.
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D. 1. The people in Hunpgary should know where the exiles are
and how theyk live.

2. Thay should know what kind of 1life there is in the "'est.

3, They should learn the English language and convince the
Amsricans to help Hungary, and also to marn thom against
Communisnm.

will
L., Personally, I mux¥d learn Tnglish and try to study in a univer-
eity, what I couldn't do at home.

Bs I don't want to Joln any exile organiszation.

5. A8 for the various political perties, I see that their ranks
hare are thin and that they have no support. There is too muah
guarelling going on, and this situatlon is odd and comipal.

1 was pleased to see the various political partles belng
reorganized after the triumph of the revelution. A satisfactory

sopiagl order would have come out from the free elections which wore
to follows

E. Own planas for the Ifuture.
l. I want to back to Hungaery, when 1% will be free of the Russilans.

And then, wihtout the Nussians'! armed support, the Comaunlsts
will be swept away in five minuntes.
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A1X. AUDITHIE RTACTIORS XWN TO R'DIO AND LEAFLETS.

A. Radie,

1. We listened to VOA, BrC ‘this was the most objective), Ankara
and RFE. This depended on the jamaing, which was more or lpss
strong.

We listened every svening, and told the news to our fibends. All
those who had radios listened to the news, even the Communistas.

2. At the beglnning, it was dangerous ta listen to foreign
broadecasts, Often it became ah additional crime among those

somebody was imprisoned for. In our vikllage, nobody was ever arrest-
ad for this.

3. Reaotion to the broadoaksts.

I had not enough patlence to listen to everything., I listened only
to the entertaining programs which wers fairly good, much better
than those of Radlo Budapsst. But the programs in general didn't
say much new. The "Black Book"” was excellont. I liked the objeecti-
vity of the BEC which didn't give false hopes to the pacplex.

The broazdcasts had huge effects in Hungary. The more the Coomunists
f rbid the people to llsten to them, the more they were ligtened to.
They influenced ths Mungarian people, and brought them the truth.
They informed them of the foreignmemx news, and tried to sducate
the peoples oppressed by Communism.

. Opinion about AFE. It gave many encouragements and rose many
hopes. But it couldn't announce any hope during the revolution,
Fowever, the psople today probably continue to listen to it.

5. The broadoasts didn't incite the Fangarian peopls. ¥rom their
words, we only guessed that some help would come.

6. RFE should oontinue to brosdeast, but it can't help muoh.

7+ Programs. Only news about Hungary that the Aungarians dom't know,.
A few entertainment programs, Something about the workers and

the farmers of the West. However, this only embitters the people,
who want affective and real help.

. . e el S T e Nl
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B. Leaflets,

Hever heard of the initilals WNiE.M.

b o

2. Neber hsard of the Twalve Demands.

GCv 1. I saw many leaflets. Hany people ware jailed because of then
and I cantt forgive thouse who were responsible for that. This
is irresponsible. Sometimes the Commuanists would put & leaflet in

somobody's home, then search 1t and arrest him or fire him from
his jﬂbu

I found the lesaflets in the fields and the yardsy since 195k.
They came practically every month, depending on the wind.
“nece & small transmitter with a red parachute fell into our
yard, and we handed themover to the police.

1 showed the lsaflets to my close frisnds. Some collscted tham.

3« Someons who stuck such leaflots was condenned to 2 years
imprisonment. Haybe thers were also other dccusations. Wnder

the pretext that one was hidding leaflets, thepolice could snter
any home,

4y In my opinion, leaflets are not good. They are ineiting, and
invelve a lot of risk, @specially when no assistance 4is coming
with the leaflets. It's a dirty work.

&. FPEC should stop dropping leaflets, and shut its mouth a 1ittle
more.

B. I think the leaflet were meant to “pread “'estern propaganda.
The aim of the broadcasts was to reveal the truth the Comnunists

werae hiddimg, to sxplain the reality, and also for propaganda
purposes,
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AX: CPILD RUARING AWMD DISCIPLINE

1, A child should be tought to respeot the adults,to be well-
beahaved, obedient, xuxkmmx diligent, religlous, to be strong
morally and physivally.

2: A child must be disciplined. If he disobeys, and the doesan't
obey the second time, he must be punished. Physical punishment
ehould be used. Everyhting -an't explained to the ehild with

words. MTntil a certaln age (6~") I would nake no differamces
between girsl and boys.

3., I was punished ofton at home. I had to stay &n my knees in

the corner, on the floor or on cora. It school, we had to kneol
on the sdge of the bench.

"hen I was 5 or 6 years old, I remember climbing on the top
of the cup-board and hxzkim breaking all plates and cups.

Our father uwsed to punish us,

bhs Among the people I knew the father punished the children.

After the age of 7-8, the mothers couldn't do it in any case.
This depanded #n the moment one went to school. There were mo
changes in this during the last ten years,

Améng the intellectuals the child was pampered too cften. The
psasants gave 2 firm education to their children. The workers
would sometimes began other methods..

5. Physical punishment was abandoned at the age of 10~12. The
girls, who did less pranks, were not often punished.

"unishment in general was abandoned at the age of 17.

Comsunism brought ochanfjes along at school and among the workers.
They said it was wromg to inflict phwvsical punishment on the
children. The result was that when the child was 10, the parents
hed no asuthority on him, #nd the child didn't obey to anybody.

6. The education was strict in the benedictines! school, but thoase
who came out of it were men., In the other schools, physical
punishment was abandoned af%mx under Communism. The ochildren didnit
do their homework, often left the school without knowing how to add
or substraot. The pupils didn't obey their teachers. My sister

used to be a teacher and she told me often mhow the children

lied and were insolent, Some teachers would slap the children,

but ran the risk to have many troubles with some parents.
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Twe friends must understand each other, and in time of need,

1.
to help sach other selflesssly.
Hy friends were not turn-coats,. Thoss whe mmxmask this gquestion
must remelber also that friendship can undergo many changes

independantly from Communisanm,




