I1.MAJOR EELIERCE ARD WARM-UP WUESTIONS

Hespondent thlnks that the most lmportant things thai Amerlcans
should know about the events in Hungary during the Fall of 19856

was what 1t cost the Hungarians and =ik how much wes at steks.
Second,the reaponsibllity of the West should be polnted out since,
for the pest twelve yeara,lt was heard that il ths Hungsariana

would try to breek awey from Communism,Western help would be forth-
coming. Finally,the historiecal importance of the Hungarlian reveolution
and 1ts bearing on internstional world politics should alse be
polnted out to the American publiec.
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® TII.CHRONOLOGY OF PERSONAL EXPERIENCES,ACTIONS,ATTITUDES,AND
EXPECTATIONS DURING THE REVOLUTION,

A.On Oectober 22,1956 in the evening respondent read in the news-
ppper about the Petofi Circle seseions and ite revolutions. She
wae surprised to see that people dared to put such things in the
papers,and dared to be 80 open in their eriticism of the regime.
1 On October 23 she was in Health Service Training School and heard
- about the demnstrations that were planned by the students of the
University of Technical Sclences, While still at schokl on the
- 23rd, she heard that the demonstratiors marched in &he streets.
Everyone was elated by the news. They rushed to the windows to
see fro themselves. By that time they aleo got hold of leafleta
aslclng people to come to the streets and to take part 1n the
demonstrations., At 6 o'clock in the evening,after school,she
went to the street and paw the demonstrators Iin great numbers
marching. She and a couple of friends jolned them and they went
to the Sgalin stathe . She stayed here until she saw the statue
pulled down and broken up in pefs pheces. Then she got a ride
pn a truck and went back to the middle of the town where,at
the National Theatre,she heard that shooting had atarted at the
Radio Building.She went up to the Rokues Hospltal where she saw
that wounded were already being carried into the hoepital.
Then xkeyshe went as near as posslble to the Radlo Bullding. A
big crowd bidocked the streets leading to 1t. She stayed in the
streets until 2:30 A.m.,but did not get near the R"dlo Bullding.
They saw amny =NR @any ﬁungariﬂn goldiers coming wlth the new
Hungarian flag,and the crowd cheered them. Around the Apgtorla
Hot&#l they saw truchleads of soldiers with arms. These Hungarian
goldiers turned over their arme aznd jolned the ¢ivilians.Golng
home at dawn,she pagsped the Editorial offices of"Szabad Nep"
which was fiercely burning. She also saw a couple of overturned
Rusaian automoblles.

. On October 24 fighting went on throughout the whole eity. Sh
Baw many demoliphed tanks in the sgtreets,and Rugslan . :
dying around.The Sgalin statue by that time had been pulled

¢ down to hhe llational Theatre.She then went to her school to see
if there were to be clapses that day,but,of course,nothing.was
going on there. So,she went cut again to carry leaflets and
newa to the boarders in the school who were not allowed to go
out in the etreets. The whole day long shootlng went on at
every estreet corne®. Later she Jolned the erowd that went to
the Astorla Hptél which was occupled by the Russiane at the
time. The Russians did not shoot. Some Hungarians went up to
the tanks and talked to the Russians,and then holsted the
Hungarian flags on the tanks. Then the crowpld marched on to
the Parliament. Russian tanke went along with them.Enthusiapm
was high in the erowd. Opposite the Parliament Square,onthe top
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of the Ministry of Befense,the AVO had their mmm =m men stationed.
They started shooting into the crowd.The Russians lmmediately
turned the guns of their tanks arocund and shot baclk.Respondent
wishes to point ocut that,of course,she couldn't say if the
Russians knew at whom they were shooting.Maybe they Just shot
because they were attacked. There were several dead and wounded
on the Square after the AVH attack. AVH forces surreunded the
big Square around the Parliament. She saw a couple of people
without arms going over the bridge get shot at,and some of them
arrested, She saw Red Cross ambulances and some cars with the
Red Cross just gg;;tad on them picked up the wounded and carry
away the dead. of her friends,who were shuttling between
the Parliament and the radio,told her the crowd even gearched
the ambulances because they had found out that a few of them
carrled ammunition to the AVH at the Radio Bullding. Later on,
;gtﬁhﬂtnuwnpapara,tha drivers denled having had anything to do
itT.

When she jolned the demonstrations she was terribly happy that
at 3dst she could express her tdinion freely. This never happened
in the past twelve years. Although she never took an active part
in politice,she was happy that the time had arrived when everyone
could express ikm his opinion, There wae no one who tiied to |
talkk her out of joining the crowd. In fact,everyone encouraged
it. She had no £xe fear,and never thought of what the consequences
might be,because in the begimning they were 80 sure thet myEEyx
thimg the revolutionists would win. &he was elated that the time
had come when the terrific opprecoion of the people wokld be
1ifted and they would be free.BEveryone backsd up the demande
of the University students. They wanted economic and political
reforms,and, first of all,independence from the Soslet Unlon.
They also wanted Hungarien management of the uranium mines
around Pace., These mines lay in & semi-ecirele in the Trans-
Danubian part of Hungary and reach as far up as the Lake of
.They are supposed to be very rich in uranium,
but the public never imew about them until the revolution.It
was run completely by the Rlissians. They had Russian engineers
and technical personnel there.The miners were Hungarlan, however,
and she had a Iriend who worked in these mines who told her
much about them. Furthermore,the people wanted a change in the
government, they wanted Imwre llagy baclk and the dismlesal of

« Jm& Lasb,but
nkm not least, they wanted the Ruseiane withdrawdl from Hungary.
At that time no one wanted to accept any concesslons.inowing
the Russeians, they knew thyy min could not keep a compromise
anyvway.and the Hungarian people wented a sadleal change.
Respondent did not think of the probably outcome of this thing
when the fighting started.
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The ymurg demonstrators were msm young people,mostly mmiwewsiiyr
students,but were joined by everyone. She saw a great nulmber of
older people,to00.Children,men,and woman,they all thok part In
the demonstrations. Tehy came from all three soclal classges;
there wae no difference in their enthusiasm. The demongtratloms,
as well ag the revolution,was completely spontansous. The
students of the Univédrsity of Technical Sclences and

were,in a way,instrumental in starting it. Belng so spontaneous,
there was no overall leadership at all.Now and then somebedy
with a stronger personality assumed leadership of small groups.

B.The peaceful demonstrations turned imto fighting when,at
the Radio Building,the AVH atarted to shoot.The university
students wanted to have their demands read over the radlo,
and published, They were not allowed in the building ,and the
U.V.H., starting to use tear-gas bombp,and later,shooting.
Nevertheless,respondent Believes that fighting could not have
been avoided,

The revoluticnary slogans came up on Oetober 23 in the evenlng.
THis was when she first heard the term"Freedom Fighters".As to
the ages,Bex,and class of the people-~-they ranged from 13 to
30 years,girls and boys allke.They were mostly stddents,workers,
but also people from the intellectual class. The {ighters got
their arms from the military barracks,repondent was told.
Freedom Fighters banded together in small groups of perhaps
thirty or fourty people,and thye had & leaders, Respondent
dould not tell if they were elected or not. Probably, there
were the so-called born leaders who acsumed leadership. She
did not fight,but helped attend the wounded.

Respondent believed that after the fighting started that the
Western world mmmmizxikmtechein would come to thelr help,and
findgf ways and meane to force the Russians out of H
especially when they heard over the radioc about the

seggiong in the United Natlons, According to
general bellef it was Gero who called inthe Russlans,and Piros
who gave the orders. However,people also knew that the
Hungarian Communist Authorities acted under duress,and also
tjat the Russlans would have returned anyway,on thelr own.
Respondent 1s stlll of the same opinion.

C.Respondent spent her days between the time of the Soviet
withdrawal and the reinvaslon llstening to the radio all the
time, She was also in the streets often carrying phamlets
and leaflets and distributing them. At the very beginning
everpone thought that the Russlan army had really begun

its retreat,However,when the Hungarian Freedom radio gave
out the news that)Zanks new Russian troops were pouring into
Hungary,everyone lmew what that meant.
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She heard that the Soviet withdrawal had been halted on October
31 or liovember l,she couldn't tell {for sure. Un November 3 she
went to her home town,Keszthely,and then met the first ret
Russians all around Szekesfehervar. Fpom the time the Russians
returned to the time she left HMungary,respondent stayed at
Keszthely. (n November 20 she returnad to Budapest intending to
flee as soon gas possible.Respondent had started to plan her
escape after since the second Russian attack.

- Regarding whether or not Hungary has gained anything from the
October revolution,respondent believes that only the lWest

. gained anything. Hungary lost everything,she feels, |
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IV.EXPECTATIONS OF HELP FROM THE WEST DURING THE REVOLUTION.

A, Respondent expected the West to exgerecise moral and
economic pressures on Russia.Alpo,that they would male
the Soviet troops withdraw from Hungary.

B.Herd expectations were formed on the fact that for twelve
long years the Vest's radio always told them to revolt
against Russian oppression,and if they start on thelir own,
they will be helped by the West. Hungry hoped that the West
would see what & tremendous effect the revolution would
have on the other satellites,which would certainly follow
Hungery'!s example had the revolution succeeded.Had all the
satellites talken arms against Russia,she certainly could not
have quelled an overall revolution.

C.Respondent had no eontact with any foreigners between Oct.
23 and the time of her escape,nor any dipdomatic personnel,ete.



V.S0CIAL CLASS STRUCTHRE AND ATTITUDES.

A.Before the war respondent's father owned two taxi-cabs

and made a vuriﬁgggﬁ living, After the war,in 1945, these

two cabs were by the Bussglans,and 30 he had to glve

up this businasgs. He had them became & driver for xh a

state enterprise,the Trans-Danublan Power Station Co. He

is still working for the same company. They owmed two famlly
housee in Keszthely,also a vineyard of 2 bo 3 acres.Bach of
her parents has completed eight gmades of school.

B.Raspontlent clasgiffes the mmeiia coclal classes in Hungery
as peasants,workers,and so-called intelligentela. Fheses
intellectuals are civil servants,offbe workers,all people who
have wniversity educationj/and a degree,and,also,the stddente
at the universitiea,

Respondent had contact with all seccidl classes,the least with
the peasantyy.Respondent thinks that the Hungarilan working clase
i a very hard working c¢lass and dependable.Thay were wery
dissatiafled with the Commmist regime,and so were the peasants,
The Hungarian peasant 18 emtremely fond of its land and wante
to improve it. They're willing to worlk if the land belongs to
him them., During the revelution they played a rather pacelve
role,but 1t was not hteir fault,but lack of organization.

They were wonderful, however,when it came to cupplying the
city-dwellers with food. Thhy came in with truckloads and

cars and distributed food free.

The intellectunls are,of course,the elite of the natlon,
even if,as in many cases,they were foresd to comply with
the regime. They hated it. Respondent believes that she

belongs to the middle--clags,

The clase that was hardest hit by Communiem, she feel,was the
worliing class. They were treméndously exploited by the regilme,
and were very badly paild.

C. As to the atthtuden of the differvent elasses to each other
during the revolution reppoddent felt,at that tlme,a common
cauge and comnon suffering somehow welded togetther all social
eclasses. Al)l differences disappeared at that time., Before the
revolution the workers were not on very pgood terms with the
peapants. They were rather envious because a peasant had a
better living,and they could fool the regime much more. The
workers did not fe2l there was very much difference between
the intellectual elass and themselves. There wes not much love
lost by the p=asants for the workers elther.The peasante aleo
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envied the workers because they lived in clties, The
intellectuals were held in great recpect by the peasantry.
The intellectuals held no anomosity toward any other social
class,but they always thought themselves above the others.

There were es in these attitudes,as mentlioned before,
during the revolution.
least Communist

The/mmet important factor in/Hungary for an individual to get
. ahead was talent., The most important was class originj;then came
- political views, The situation was somewhat improved durlng the
Imre Nagy regilme in 1052 and 1953.In 1955 and 19506, however, the
5 situation was just as bad as in the beg of the Communist
. regime. The kind of inddvidual that could get ahead in Commumnist
Hungary was a perscn of peasant or worker origin and whe pretends
that he is satiefied with the regime and says po,and third, the
type who can elbow his way to the top unserupulously.
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VI. FAMILY LIFE UNDER COMMUIISM

A,Communism effected family life to a very great extent,
Since the women 1f the families alsc had to work in order

to make ends meet,family life was changed completely and

not at all to the good.The reccons ere evident. The woman
cannot work and look after her family adequately at the

same time,She cammot lookg after the children,influence nor
educate them. Therefore famlly life deteriorated.According
to the respondent's view point,these mhmgem changes were the
greatest in the workers class.

B. Communism also changed the way in which children are
brought up in Hungary. Firat of all,thesy have no religiocus
teaching, and, secondly, they are politically indoctrinated

as much as possible . Also,children are told they are free

and the au ty of perentes and teschers regarding diﬂnipiina
was limited. T is change in education refers to younger and
older children'as well.

WVhen the Communist regime took over in Hunggrw and schools
were taken over by the state,co-educational gystem was
introduced. Before the war this syestem was used only experi-
mentally in Hungary,and its introduction has aleo effected the

aducation of children.

Whether or not the chidd was more or less obedient under
Communisgnm, reppondent could not tell. She believes 1t dependso
antimely on the authority of the parents or schoolteacher,
and aleo which influence was greater,that of the school or
the parents.Tle changes were the same for &all soeial claspes.
There was certainly a conflict between school and parental
values under the Communist regime. The outoome of this
conflict depended entirely on which one of the two could
axercise a greater powver.She,for instance,just llstened in
gchool to what they told her in political indoctrination
olagses,and,an she put it,she put it out of her mind the
very moment c¢lass ended. Generally, the parente could keep
their children pretty much Iin hand, (ic mentioned in the
uegin?ing,thin girl was brought up n & small provineial

C.S8inece people in Huw ;on the whole,were very pcorly pald,
there were fewer marr es than before the war.In view of
co-education and Commumnisat doetiine, sex behavior,cof couree,
hes also changed, But,respondent belleves the regime cannot
be fully blamed for this change,as young people are alwayse
more progressive than their parents. Respondent could not
give any information regarding illlegitimate cohildren,kitth
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birth-control,ete.(On the whole,I felt some resistance,so

I did not probe into it further.) She daid prostitution

was prohibited in Commmist Hungary.Sexual matters,on the
whole,were discussed by the government and given publieit}y
by the press.Whether or not Conmunists are more or less
segually inhibited than other people,respondent thought this
a ailly question.She believes that Communism has nothing to
do with sex.

D.Respondent does not think friendships were effected by
Communism,at least,not in her emperience, She knew that if
her friends were to become Communiste they probably had
reasons,and, in their hearts,had not changed. Therefore,she
bu%ie;*a:tmn could continue a friendship and keep politiecs
out o ’

E.REgpondent ecould not tell abosut the inerease in major
erimee such as robbery,.murder,rape,etd,, A8 newspapers were
keeping them mmt from the public,

Aleoholism has inersased to such an extent that the Communist
authorityss raised the pricesa to more than double sometimes
on all alecholic beverages in order to i put a curb on
alcohellism,

A Juvenile delinquent or hooligna 15 a person,reppondent said,

who doesn't finish school,changes his job pretty often,and |
also,then,committs petty erimmsa. Sha believes that figures |
quoted en juvenile delinquency by the government are about 1
accurate, The cause of this behavior is probably that the |
workers are so poorly paid end cannot make a good salary

gven if one works very hard. 3So,the yocung people want to

lead an eapier life and tyy to malke an easler living,even

if by illegal pmeans.Hooligans are mostly from the working

and intellesstunl classss. They are between the ages of 20

to 25. Respondent does not eonsider these sets really eriminal

in the strict cenee of the word,but dees not condone them.

The parents usually fedl v bad about it,and try to do thelir

beat to curd their childrem,but cannot achieve very much.
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VII. RELIGION

A. Respondent feels that Communism in Hungery has certanly
had a v strong effect on religious life. The religion
hardeat hit was the Roman Catholle,mainly because they are
largest in number in Hungury,nnﬂ,aisu,tha Roman Cathollc
cl or institutions owned large properties. Furthermore,
Catholic priest indulged in palitics too much.

In the lower grades of #chool,parents could enroll thelr
children for religious instructions/ if they wanted to

do so. In the high-schools,however, religious instructions
were woe mmkt omitted. The Commmist regime mercilessly

exposed the faults of the Roman Catholiec church and the priestes.
The Protestant church,on the other hand,was on quite good

terma wilih the regime. Also,the Protestani church waa not as
rich apn the Roman Cgtholilc,and respontent belleves that the
Protestant priests led a more puritanicaAl life,

Regarding the effecta of Communism on the Jewish religion,
she could not say.

B.Respondent says religion playe a much smaljer part in her
1ife than in the lives of her parents,but,here agaln,she
points out that this cannot be blamed entirely on Communiem,
Young people at all times are always less religious than the
older generation. She belleves that she is as rellgiocus ss the
averages person in Hungary. She does attend church quite
regularly.

C. Regarding the relation between church and state,respcndent
most emphatically points out that no church,regardless which
one, should indulge in politice at a&ll. Prieste should not be
involved in politées. The church should be on friendly termo
with the state,but thoroughly independent. The role of churches,
on the other hand,in mx=mx education is very important. Any
lind of religion gives a moral standard te live hy,and there-
fore,the role of churches ghould be actlv e in educatlon.

In such thinks as plgys and movies,respondent belleves that

the church should not havayy any responsibllity for setting
moral codes and standards.

D.Respondent does not lmow whether or not the Jewlsh religion
hae also been hurt by Communlsm., However,she belleves,slnce
the Jewlsh leaders kept thelr silence,and did not practice
their religlon go openly,they were subject to leps pem
persecution. Murthermore,as far as che lmows,no Jewlsh

rabble toolt part in politicel l1life at all. She is suwre that
the Jews did not like Communlsm,elther,and there wae no change
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in attitude under the Commmist regime. It was more or less
for material gzeins that the Jews joined the Commmist Perty |
in sueh large numbers. The Jews dild take part in the demon- |
strations and also in the f£ighting during the revolution.
Respondent does not lmow to what an extent the Jews are
afrald of an indaspendent Hungary. She belleves that they
might be afraid of anti-Semitiem mitimkwhich could ariese
because mf the Jews lived far better dua to thelr lean
business spirit,and for holding the most lucrative Jobs.
. Also,because there were so many Commmnistg Party members
and AVO #fficers among the Jews.
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VIII. THE HUNGARIAN YOUTH ‘

A. Respondent belleves that when peoje say the Hungarian
youth, they mean those between the agen of 15 to 25,both
Bexes.

B.Respondent agrees whnlahanrtudlg that tha youth of
H took the lead in the revolution, The writers and
authors before the revolution by forming the Petofi g/ were
openly dlselosing their displeasure with the regime and voicing
eir criticism, Participation of the youth of Hungary became
gﬁnaral during the demonstrations and during the fighting. As
every revolution, it is &lways the uung people who hava more
and who are more progressive. They do not know fear and have
@ss to lose. ALSO THE Students in Hungary were not allowed to
learn what they wanted, and were not allowed to chose their own
profession, Even if graduated or recaived a diploma, he was |
not sure he was going to get a job, Also they were completely seals
off from the rest of culture. The older generation who is much |
wiser knows how much they could lose if something goes wrong.
S0 they are more cautious befgre taking part in any uprising.
Nevertheless, the older people held the young people and those who
who took part in the revolution in a very high esteem; they loved
them, and the relationship between the two agatﬂznupa bacame
much better and they got much closer to each other than ever bafore.

C. Regarding the educatiomal system in Hungary during the last ten
years respondent gave the following information: "Tuition and
education in Hungary, particularly at the high school and
university leval was still excellent. This is mostly due to the
fact that htey had to retain the old teachers. Thase were very
wall qualified for the job, many of them former priests who were
excellent pedagogues, Ths majority of them thoroughly disagreed
with the system, Thﬁﬁ didn®t dare to say so, but ths students
always felt somehow that they had nothing in common with ths
Communist regime. Regarding history and political sciences

of course they had to teach what they were told to. Some

of course were Party members or &#lleged that they were,ad-

vocating Communism. But everybady knew that even those were

not Communists at heart." Y4

"As peviously sald it is very important what class background you
have. Vocational cholce was restricted. In short, the quality

of the education was extremely good. Politically the teachers were
distioctly anti-Communists and they were very compatent in thailr
own subjects."

E. Referring to Communist indoctrination of youth, respondent stated
as follows:

The Communists, indeed spent mich time and effort in
indoctrinating the ycunger generation in Hungary, without much
result. however, as the revolution AMeWed proved it. e had
two to three hours per weel political indoctrination courses.

These courses came after school, They were so to say sxtra cur-

ricufla% but had to be attenddt®*“13Edr on in every oifice, plant
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. or factory, they had the so-calied ‘political sem-

inaries’,

This intense indoctrination over-shot the mark.

We became very political minded and in conse~-
udte, anyone who had a little brains could see
or herself tht Communist dectrine as preached

is completely different from the way it was
implemented in Hungary, Quick=-think ng and

bright young people soon found out al lCOMMAMIST

lies; and we knew that this was only an ideology,

and that even in Russia, Communist doctrine

and Communist practise is quite different.
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IX. Major DISSATISFACTIONS AS FELT IN EVERYDAY LIFE

A. Qur main dissatisfaction under the Communist
rule in Hungaxry was the low liwing standards
due to lnadequate wages, the oppression of
parsonal freedom, and freedem of speech: and
under all the complete oppression and terror
everybody had to live under in Hungarv.

B. Gouxrs

Apart from big political things, the people
complained most about exploitation of the country
by the Russians. And on bhe other hand we

always had to hear of what and how much we

got from them,
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A GCONOMIC LIFE

A. The standard of living in Hungary under the
Communist rule was just vagetating from one day
to another for nearly averybody,

Miself and my family got along very badly fin-

ancially during the last years in Hungaxy, anc our

sbandard of living has dropped conslderably, Ihere

was never enouch food and of Eratty bad ﬂuulity, Fox
@

instance, tere were periods when we could get iood
anly once weekly. othing was very expansive.

Regarding housing: +this was not such 2 aroblem
in the provinces where I livedZ. The greatest
Luxury 1 considered when I was in Hun arr Yas
te own an automobile. In the provinces, c?ntllng
Caused the most difficulfty to all of us, beduse

the goods were mostly directed to the cities vhere
workers were living In gAreat numbers. Our stancaxtl
of living in the l13st ten vears has changed diue to

the fact that my father was earning verz 1ittla 35
compared to what he had earned befors the war vithen he
nad his own business, Since we had very Little money
we missed more or less everything. Thare was i

period in 1953 when my father earned a little bit
mnri. and at that time our standard of living mprovad
a little,

The so called professionals such as doctors, who also
besides there jobs could have 4 private practise; and
others specially qualified people always made &
petter living n anybody else,

accounts
"The policy of the regime acceniod for the Hungarian
standard of ldving in = last alﬁht years, The
whole country was exploited by the Soviet Unicn
economically, The Hungarian people were left to
live en the pittance."”

B. As a chemist laboratoxy techniclan, respondent.
earned 730 forents per month, Aftsr reductions
she received 700, She had no extra income, and
received no premiums or other benefits. Her fatiar
and herself worked, her mother cid not,
3

Cs Retail prices in the State stores farm markels
were different of course, The Prices in the Stat:yf
stores were always lower; but on t& othsr hand, ysu
receivaed much better quality foed on the farm mar:ets
Oor open markets. Regarding clothes, the quality (f the
ready to wear dresses in Sate etores was pretty liw., O}
the other hand in the commission stores you got better
goods. Also the prices were alittle DIt less, hers,
Theéy always wera regular seasonal changes in priced
4s to vegetables, fruits, etc. I cannot tell whather
this change was greater in some ys2ars than in atheis,

Regarding the dilstribution of retail goods in

Hungazry; I can say that this was pretty bad sometines,
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The factar{:;nd mining districts were always better

supplied w any kind of goods: food or clothing, than the
districts in the provinces; or else where the regime
always wanted to passify these classes,

As for standard spare parts, 1t was gometimes
vurz difficult to get them., Spoilage of §ood happenad
pretty often when the State stores stored fruits
and vegetables too long; and then they Jjust rotted
away and were thrown out.

Primary goods such as fuel, coal and wood and cloth-
ing was always in short supply.
or
"Sometimes they were unavailable end very often they were
much too expensive. In the years of 1953 and 1654, under
Prime Minister Nagy, the situation was slightly better.”

&
H&tring to the bdackmarket, respondent sald that in the
provinces the bdackmarket was not so general a3 in
the cities. It was cerdainly not organized., Tha
prices were much higher of course, bul 50 was ths
quality,too. Legalputlets wouldn't have dared to
refuse to sedl goods unless paid a higher price
than authorized, Blackmarket purchasing was danger-
ous, so people were very cautious about it. The
Egnﬁlties ranged from several years of jall for

th parties/ taklng part in &e deed.

D, Respondent worked as a chemist's laboratoxry tech-
nician 48 hours & week, eight hours per day including
the lunch break., Her work consisted mainly in assisting
the chemist in pm:guring the perscriptions, also hﬂlﬁiﬂg
with the sale in the shop #MfAId£ at the countexr. She held
that particular job as she was not accepted at the
University. Shewanted to train for teaching physical
culture as mentioned before. Her boss being a friend

of the family, her relations with him and w?th her
co~workers was very cordial, She was satisfled in

her job and believed her boss and her colleagues to TS
competent and wedl gquallified,

In reference to the Hungarian health and compensation
program, respondetn stated tat these were well
oraanized. Workers recelved their vacatlions at
reduced rates, transportation fees pald, and they
were well cared for on vory nice spas or health re-
sorts. Evarﬁhndi was entitled to two weeks pald
vacation. The sick insurance plan provided them
with free medical care, hospitalization, medicine,
Sometimes they had to pay 15 percent of the price
of the medicine only, but mostly they were free.
The pensions on he other hand were a mere pittance,
and kept to the minimum. You certainly couldn®ti
have lived on 1it.

E. Respondent preferred to live in Budapest where she
believdd on te whole hke the city workers wers better

cared for by the regime, On the other hand the
general standard of living wes hicher in the agri-
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cultural distrlicts;where they always had more moneay.

Politically of course it was casier to live in s blg city
and to get lost in the crowd,

Regarding cellectivization, the respondent sald as
follows:

In theory collectivization should have worked
in Hungary, but in fact it did not. The peasantry
of course objected most strongly to collectivization
than the intellectuals and the workars., IN Hungaxy
collectivization was just good for one single pur-
pose; and that is exploitation. Agricultural products
could be collected easler for transportation to
Russia, The population only sufferad under™hiés syatem,
The peasants were especially unhappy sbout it because the
Hungarian peasant sticks to hls cwn land and likes to
work on his own land.

Yes, 1 have heard during the revolution that
some of the collectives have basn dissolved. The r2asons
for dissolution were as mentioned above, that the
peasants preferred to work there own land.

As an agricultural worker in Communist Hungary, I would
cartainlI prefer*private farm. First of all, I would be
less exploited and also I would eaxn more than on
a collective farm. Furthermors the rights of the
agricultural workers are securad by thes State agnyway,
s0 I couldn't be exploited,

Ideally I would like to sae2 an independent
private farming system in Hungary. Ths best in-
ovations since 1955 were the mschanization of agri-
cultural work in Hungry, and I certainly would
keap that,
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. XI. THE POLITICAL LIFE

A.Regarding this paragraph the respondent can not
glve any ilnformation. e wa too young ln 1948,

B. 1 have the impression that the Hungarian Communists
who professed to be Communists before 1945 probably
ware so-called ldealists., These were later on imprisoned
by there fellow-party members. The Ceommunist Partgﬁ
members later on,however, were people who joined the Party
and said to belleve in Communism, were mosily those

3 who wanted to achleve a career or they were quite
a few who were compelled to join the Party.

I certainly knew a few Party members, but yhese
were mostly members who jolned the Party so as not to lose
their jobs, I certalnly believe that most Communist
Party members knew perfectly well that @v&riﬁhing baloney,
but thay did it for materlal or personal gains,

The Communist Party line changed in 1953, when
Prime Minister Nng¥ cama into power. He tried to cagry
through a8 coupla of reforms, but he soon was dismissed.
Then Rakosi puton the damper asgein and everything
was as befofye, With Gero it became even worse.

The changing of the Party line always came fyom lMoscow, a nd
in fact under Moscow's orders. No Hungarian Communist

had a view of hés own. They 8ll are puppets of

Moscow., I certainly think that there must be a

factional fight geing on within the Hungarian

Communist Party, also. I cannct say vary much about

the Communist Party befor '48, but as 1 sald , in

the years of '52 and '93 under the New Course,

temporaldlly the regns were slxkensd and s0 was

Party displine,

- It is certainly very difficult to judge the top
leaders of the Communist Party regarding their con-
victions, TheHungarian Communists on the whole

i play a very subordinate role, end I don' believe
thay have an{ gsincere conviction, Hs human beings
they are evil and diabolic people. I don't belilte
that they are in error. They &re mostly out for
personal and material ceins, Maybe there are a
few idsallists among them, but I doubt Lt wvery
much, There were a few among them who t:-ied to
put through there own ideas, such as for instance
Rajk; but of course this was not tolerated by Moscow,
and as evferybedy knows he was executed, Later on
very charanteristicallf he was made a hero. To
my mind he is & Communist newer the less. He 1s not better

. or worse than Gexrc and company. MNagy also is also 2
Communlst who experimented with a couple of reforms
in 1952 and 1953, but he is not the man Hungary would
nead as a leader. He completely lost hlis head and his nerve
during the revolution. Besides he too grew up on
the Moscow bottle.
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I believe that the motives of the rank and file
members and those of the leadership are more or
less the same, They both are striving for material
and personal gains.

- I am sorry to say but I wish that all Communist
would be hanged if and ever Hungary achieves independence.

C. Opposition to the Communist government before the rew
volution was already fermenting. Mainly among the
intellectuals, the authors and writers, Seme Ssveral

of thelr works such as by Illyes

were handed down from person to persen, though they were
not published. At that time nobody would

have published them, Later on the activities of

the Petofi ciritde becamed more and more known. Myself,

I first heard about the activities of the Petofi around the
middle of October 1936,

Whether or not opposition behavior esewred of
any kind occured more often du:lni some periods than
others, I'm afraid I could not tell.

As to the activties of the intellectuals; these
intellectuals had nothing new to ssy. 1IN a way they
expressed in their manifestations more or less what
everyone wished and wanted. I certainly regaxc them as a
spearhead of the revojution. These people were not at
all dreamers or imﬁra:tical people. On the contrary,
they were people who at last have put on paper what
was fermenting for twelve leong years during which
period they were more or less compelled to silence.
Freedom of thought is essential to every auther or
writer, after all. And this I think justifies
their motives, both personally and collagctively.
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XII, THE APPARATUS OF POWER

A. Referring to the Hungarianpl Secret FPollge tht
is to the AVH, respondent gave the following answersi

I would divide the AVH into distinctive cdassest
first, the officers and second the rank and file. The
officers volonteered for thelr jobs or came firon
the rank and file, #&nd of those who especlally exceled
in the wild acts as practised by the AVH. The men'h
the AVH on the whole were mostly those whe were
assigned by the Hunarlan Azmy to serve in the AVH, so
really they weren't responsible that thay served
with this unit. However,\’as to obtain the smallest
of francs they had to do something for the regime,
and that 1is I sald that a few of the men who
obtained rank the AVH were just as bad as ths offilcers.
Haallg. I cannot find words to tell about the cruelty
and the tortures everbody knew of sloce everybody
had &8 friend or relative who had a personal exparience
with theAVH. No normal human being could have andured io
infllct the tortures and treatments as they did on their
priscners, executions and so on. I really cannot
imagine why they did it. Mostly probably for parsonal
gain, They were paid about tenxﬁg?gp as much as
anybody else in Hungary. Also 1iere must havs
been a8 lot of perverted people among them, In fact in
the firg days when the Russians came in, the AVH was far
worse than the returning Russiang/ troops.

Yas, I did know somebody, a friend of mine who was

in prison for so-callad underground activities, and
tortured several times in one of theAVO prisons. And
he was released by the Freedom Fighters from jail.

I have never heard of any AVH man who wanted to

leave theAVH or suffered remorse.

As I have already mentloned 1t before, it is
very true that Bommunist Hungary was a country of constant
anxiety and fear, and 1t is certalnly not an exaggeration.

It may sound awful from the mouth of a voung
girl, but wkMere Hungary independent, I think ths members
of thaAVH who took part in those wild deeds during
the revolution and before ths revolution during those
leng twelve years,certalialy merit that they recelve
the same treatment that they gave to their victims.

Respondent could not say much about the zeguair regqular
police, but she thought that compared with the AVH they
were somewhat better. Anyway they didn't deal with any
political crimes,; anly with non-political matters-
traffic control and the rest. They did their bast, but
raspondant couldn't tell how competent and how

honest thEI were. During tha revolutlonh she saw

them fighting with the revolutionaries. Some of the regu-
lar police force went home and were rather passive. But
those who fought she 1s sure they weres fighting the AVH

just as everybody else did.

R
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B. Regarding the courts, respondent bellsves that the
Huniarian courts, when administering justice in non-
political cases were pretiy unbiased, Regarding how the
courts wodrked before 1935, the respondant cannot

give any details as she was very young at that time.

The same refers to the activities of tha People's

Coutts in 1945-1947.

D. I do not think that the Hungarian feelings about
the Russian army are due to the events of 1%48. @o-
budI in Hungary waould think back as far as that.
Besldes, the Russian army attacking s% Hungary at
that time was the so-called Czarist's army which had
nothing in common with the new Russian recime and the
Red Army. It was the behavior of thelussif troops

in 1945 which caused & general hatred, As far as I
remember my parents say that they expected to be
occuplied by the Russians ih 1944 and '45; after all
Hungary had lost the war; but nobody believed that this mil-
ltary occupation would end in an all out colonization
of all Hungary. According to the experiences of

my family and my parents 4s with the Russian axrmy

in 1945, the Russian army was an uncivilized barbaric
lot. To my mind primitive nations without culture

can be easily indectrinated and led by their lezders,

Hefarri:g to the Russian troops stationed in Hungazry
before the revolutien, respondent disclosedsssthat

the first trqus and those who were stationed for

@ longer time'n Hungary tried to be inconspicuous

and lived quietly on the land. They had much meney

and thls resulted in very high pricas sometimes on

the local markets. The relations ware that of a=
peaceful co-existence, The Russian children which

were very few out in the provinces, went to the same
schools with the Hungarian children. Respondent didn't
hear anything about Russifsn soldisrs courting Hungarian
girls or of marriages. Also she couldn't teil regarding
contacts with officers and enlisted men - whether

they differed or not. Nor did people care very much
about soclal contacts with the Russians. Respondent
believes that the officers and those who ware mooe
intelligent kd and had more education must have

realized the differsnce betwean Hungary and Sovet
Russia, especially in the standard of living and
clvilization. But the rest of the men who at

the most had six grades of school just kaspt on

repeating their well-known Communist slogans., Of
course, none of them men or officers would havs

dared to critcize the situation, political or

economic in Russia in front of a Hungarian. €n

the whole the Russian soldiers liked to be in Hungary

as the living standard was very much higher, and they
did not want to return to Aussia, IN tiir own way

they quite liked the Hungarians. The above mentioned
fact she elther heard from her parents or from f:riends,

Both men and officers were billeted in their housa in
in 1945. During the revolution she saw many trigger-
happy Russlans, but she never saw that they were deliberately

aimina nn nannla, On +thae whale +havy 1ars rathar Frioandlyw
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with the Hungarians: especlally if someone could talk
to them and explaln to them what was happening they
usually stopped fightin? against the Hungarians

all together. She didn't see any diffasrence in
behavipp between officers and men. Regarding the age
group, she couldn't tell how old or how young these
soldiers were. Of course, as everybody knows, after
after the first days, these troops were called back
from Hungarr and replaced by new ones. These naw
troops didn't even ¥now where they were, They were told
that they came to liberate Hungary from a Fascist
rule. They did not know the Hungarians, and there-
fore, they carried out orders,

As I said before, I have sgen a couple of times
that Soviet soldiers ﬁalpad Humerians., Whether or
not thaz refused to obey thelr superiores, I couldn't
tell; there was such a confusion during the fighting,
1 also do not know for sure about Soviet soldiars
deserting, bwt it was common talk. On cone ocassion
in front of the Parliament I witnessed when the
Soviet soldiers turnedy the gun of thelr tank
agalnst the AVH who was shooting into the crowd:
but as I sald at that time, I am not sure whether
thls was in self-defense, or whether they knew they
were shoot theAVH. I never heard of any 4ndévidusl
cases of Sew nt-h:utnlitrutauurd-Hunguriaﬂu--du!ing
individual brutality by Soviet soldiars toward ths
Hungarians during the revolution.

E, Respondant had very little to tell =bout the
wheels of the bureaucracI since she lived in the
provinces and had a small joh with a frisnd. She
only knew that the Party sucretaiz was sometimes
very much hated by the people with whem he was in
contact/ But sometimes they wera guite liked by the
pecple, according to their behavior. For instancs,
at Keszthalz the Paxrty secretary was loved by sveryone.
As far as she knew, in administrative offices, tha
old employees were more or less kept because thay
were needed there, and they did not have anough

young peopie trained for their jobs, 0Of course there
was in every office a man who had a good KADER,
meaning that the regime had nothing zgainst him;

and these people were planted in an office, These
were pretty of ten uneéficient men,

On the whole the respondent could tell very littla
about the Communist =esime bureaucracy. She neve=
really came in contact with it.

F., Regarding g;ttlng around the regulations & the
Communist regime, respondent said:

Oh yes, thexre was always a way of getting around the
regulations, but mostly the best was to pull the
ropes amd through personal contacts. It was too
danferous to use bribery. In the provinces,
bribery and pulling the ropes was not phenomena;
but of course. for instance, if anybody wanted to
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e .
had a couple of ropes to pull. |
Was5
=  put

iber jished and pretty severaly at that;
also E::a i{ gggended on how much pull the person
who was convicted or was to be convicted had. You |
could get around pretty nearly everything in Hungary. |

. ing the competence the competence and the
Eff?§ ::gt Ef the pegple who hold power in Communist
Hungary, respondent said the followind:

h al big-wigs like Rakosi and Gero must have had
an ulg :nfiti:n%ghucag:nund. They are bedser veteran
Communists. They are n:tramal¥ smart and intelligent men
who, howsver use their brains for the wrnn; purpna:.h
An AVH man does not need to have brains. hey must be
only cruel. IN fact, only a barbarian could En#urn
it for a longer time. The Army leadership was in the
hands of former officers. Little by little they were
replaced by the new younger ones trained in theL
Communist doctrine, Some of the naw gensrals who |
worked thelr way up in theHuungarian Azmy ware of |
worker or peasant origin., They didn't have very |
much background. It has to be deen yet how they

will make out.

: this
Reqarding the Russian Army leadership, I think
uestiug is :gthe: silly bacause I don't think that there

s anyone in Hungary who could say anything about that.

The reason whythe regime kept so many of the old ‘
civil servants and public administmition officers |
is probably because during the ten years they could |
not bring up a new generation for this type of work. |
THerefore, their servlces were badly needed. In |
order to ﬂaap a check on them they had of course

their own people planted in evexry office,
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XIII. ASSESSMENT OF FUTURE PROSPECTS FOR HUNGARY

A I am completely AT LOSSeven to guess what will probably
happen in Hungary in the future or in the next few years.
I do not see any solution for Hungary unless a geéneral
over-all solution can be found. mean a global solution
which includes not only Hunguﬁl, but all other
satellite nations. In my opinion Hungary's case can

not be solved individually. The political and economic
situation in Hungary at present will only be

worse and worse, and terror will Increase. What will

in the near future is even more difficult to say., 1

am afraid that everyone will jforget about what

happened in Hungargy if 8 go on &s they deo now.

The Hungarians will certainly continue with the passive
resistance, but where would they get their arms? Or

die do you believethat they would dare again? I am
pretty sure that Kadar will not give in at all. If
possible he will move more toward further Stalinist
tightening, I have no hopes whatever regarding actions
of the West at present., And in the mean time, Russia

is trying to strengthen her positon in Europe, by
enforcing her military positions in the satellite nations
everywhere.

Anything that would 1ift out the Hungarian nation
from the present bleak situation- anything would
be better. But I am afraid that the Polish solution
is not the right one either. It aimfly cannot he
& permanent solution and will never lesad %o a complete
éndapendan:a of Polandy and this would be the same with
ungaxy.

Knowing Russia, the only means which would
bring about a radical settlemant in Easterm Europe
would be wear; but this nobody wants. So there remagds
only one physical measure the lisst could employ against
Russia, and this is a complete economic blockade fo the
Soviet Union and the satellite nations.

I do not believe that the US5R and the United States
would ?n to war unless far geeater things than
Hungarlian independence would ba involved;because
of the threat of atomic warfare I am pretty sure
that the United States would not start a war, <£-am
edty-sure-that-¢ke What Russia would do of course, nobody
ows .

I do not believe that any United Nations sanctions
would affect Russiza'"s attitude. Soviet Russia does
no care about sanctions and arbitrations. As I saild
previously, 1 believe the only effective means would
be the economic blockade.

Internal changes in the Soviet Union leading to a
sattlement Iln Eastern Europe - well, I believe t
this would be the ideal solution for all Eastern European
countries, because if this would happen, Russia would

Lhasa hawm haads L0371 i dthina han fm hasdarse awmel
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couldn't be bothered by the others.But, I dont that
anybody can say for sure whether these changes inslda

Aussia could or would occur,

B. Regarding what pwople hoped for before the revolution,
and thought about ths prospscts for Hungary; respondent
sald that nobody believed or efven thought of a revo-
lution. People were more or less resigned to their
hopeless future, and were walting for the promised
assistance from the West. They also hoped that
economic pressure would be axercised on Rusgia, and
that the Western would try to curb increasing
Russian imperialism, ALl these hopes, however,
were fading day by day, as nothing happened and ths
Eﬂligy of West didn't show any stiffening against
ussla,
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XIV. SOCIAL, POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC IDEOLOGIES

A, If Hungary were independent, I would like the country
to be a republic., Regarding the political system,
1 would like to see several political parties and the

artg which has the largest number of votes should

the one which really governs the country, Regarding

the sconomic system, I would return to the Capitalist
system. Regarding relations with other nations,

I would like to see the country in a mutual economic
relationship with all countries,*Peaceful neutralism
and complete free economical anll political life,

B. Since Hung has always been an agricultural
gountry, it is evident that the emphasis in an independent
Hungary should be put on agriculture, The heavy

industry should not be continued. We don't have

anough ore and raw materials for this. On the other hand,
the light Aindustry should be developed. In censequenca,
the manufacture of machinery for instance, should

be disconténued; and on the other hand, production of
consumer goods should be stepped up. The growing of

wheat should also be more encouraged in Hungary,

If the Communist regime were overthrown in

Hungary, I believe that State should control

those heavy industries which will remain, Than
all transportation enterprises such as railways,
buses and ergd stations for instance. Factories
which manufacture consumer gooeds, on the other hand,
should go back to their private owners, just as
well as the light industries.

Req@ Regarding the State farms I would carry out land
reform in the reverse, so to say; and I would lile to
see¢ the Kolkhoses also dissolved. I do not belisve that
the State should put any curb as to how much land
any one person or a family should own.

when asked what kind of government she would
like to see in an independent Hungary, respondent

sé the one which gmarantees personal freedom to the
individual, the rights to critclze, to worship freely,
and to be completely free in all ways. She said:

I believe that in a country whers you are granted
complete freedom, you surely are bound to succeed if you
are willi ) wnrﬁ_ The granting of human rights
would lmm y 1lift the presently prevailing
terrible atmosphere in Hungaxy.

Since in an independent Hungary everyoche should
be granted freedom of epesch and all human rights,
I certaidly would not ocutlaw the Communist Party
elther for the very simple reason that I do not be=-
lieve that the Communist Party has any future or rather
would have any future in an independent Hungary.

The Hungarians had enpough of Communism
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C, I would like to ses & completely indspendent and
neutral Hungery. The same kind of position that

Austria has at sent. I would to see the country keep
up all déplomatic relations with evervy country, buI

not tolerated any political interference, The economic
radatlons should be based on a correct and fair

barter basis. I would not like to see any military
redations with any of the countries.

Regaxding the cultural relations, I certainly

would certainly would keep them up with the surrounding
natlons as well as with the West. The above expressed
ideas of mine refer to all Eastern European States,
Western Europe, the United States and also to the

Since the Danublan Federation would mean a complete
break from the Soviet Union I certainly welcome this
idea; but I see some difficulties as to how it
could be worked out. I would like to sea the fﬁﬂratinn in=-
clude Austria, first of all; then Czecheslovakia,and
Bulgaria; but by no means would I like to have Rumania
in the federation. I belisve that this is the
gensral feeling about this question in Hungary.

I do not find f£&md Hungargds acceptable, and no

Hungarian ever does. A territorial adjustment would
be certainly the least we could accept. And this

is the way all Hungerians feel about this matter,
Hungarian minorities living outside Hungary in large
cannot be resettled. This is not the solution.
Territories where these minorities se are living
should be returned to Hungary.

This whole question is very important-dmpesdant to
me; and I believe it the more so because the recent
events &n-Humgasy have shown that the minority
Eznhl&m is a very great one in Central Europe. I

lieve that the Czechs and the Rumanians have not
Joined the Hungrian Revolution for the very reason
that they thought, should the Hungarian revolution
win, witﬁ their assistance, the minority problem _
would then come upy and in thls case Czechoslavakia
and Rumania would have to teturn the territories
to Hungary.
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AV, FORMATION OF PUBLIC OPINION

A ﬁﬁgarding the Twentieth Party Congress and
Hﬂua chev's secret spesch, respondent said that
the Twentleth Party Congress was carried in deftail
by all Hungarian people; and 30 was Khrushchev!'s
speech, She couldn't tell of course if this was
what we call the 'secret spesch.' She eénnumarated
the resolutions of the Congress such as the change
in policyto strenghthen the tiss with the West,,
peaceful coexistence, better cultural rulatinnahips, atc,

. , and the
uUn-American Activitles Comm ttea, she has axrd as much

as the Hungarian peoples prinfed. She heard that e
Bricker, Senator McCarthy and the Committee was perse-
cuting innn:unt people, and had to discontinue

these activities. Respondent didn't know anything
about the fall of Peron. Thera was ve little

she could tell about Rakosi's private life. His
activities were kapt pretily well in secret, Now

and then they saw a picture of his Mongollian wife,
During the revolution the Fraedom Righters found

his luxurious apartment, and at that time the Hungarian
Press carried in full detail what they found there.

B. Regarding respondent's general reading habits,
she said that she was a regular newspaper reader,
She read the SZABAD MEP,SZABAD IFJUSAG, She mostly
read two magazines, one called Life and 8cience,
and tha othe about theatre and art. She seemed

to be quite widely read as she read all Hungarian
classics and some of the Moderns. She read rman,
English, and Russian in Hungarlan translations,
classic and modern alike, When asked what was the general
opinlon of the Hungarian neaspspers under the Com-
munist regime, respondant said that:

Nobody believed evar what the papers put out,
on the other hand it was good to read tham because we
could compare their news with the news of the foreign
radios. And 1t was easy to f£ind out where and how
they lied, In %952 and 1953, dowever, the newspapers
were a little more reliable. Especially distrustful
were the foreign political news and economic news.
There were very few statistics that you could ever
bslieve,

Yes, we read the Russian newspapers regularly
at achnii. sort of translating; and we found that
they were exactly on the same pattern as the Hun-
garian ones., I never read any publicatlions from
other sattelite natlons, It was quite easy to

at 'newspapers from any other sattelite country of
?rnm the Russian ones. The axception was Yugoslavia
because of the governments constant bickering with
Tito,

Regarding publications from the West, respondent did not

any. She did not she know whether there were
ﬁﬁiaiﬁnai publications or whose sale was officialy

il
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permitted. As to illegal
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publications, respondent

saw a fewy pamphlets, She didn't know of any books

that were illegally publi

shad,

C. Resp@ndent did get news by word of mouth

from friends or relstivas
from Badio Free Europe,
reliable depended on the
Soms people Riked to exag
Respondent as a rules did
h&rﬂﬂ lf #

F. liegarding respondent's

« There was mostly news
Whather or not they wers
merson who gave 1t to her.
gerate, othersa, not.

not pass on information

gensral theatre and cinema

habits, she said that since she lived dn the province

there was no other form o

f entertainment than the

the movies. This she attended about once weekly

sometimes more, She did

pictures, She saw mostly
from the West, mostly Fre
were allowed in Hungary.

of Hungarian Eintures. S
speclal two p

not go and see any Russian
the Western films, coming
nch and Italian, These
Then she saw a couple

he could not name any

ays or pictures she saw in recent

years, but E:intad out that the new modern trend

in the Ital

n movie indus pleased her very much,

and their films were extremely good. Contrary to

these, she found that th

caw wera very bad, ThEIk
While in Budapest sha 1
and Ibsen's Nora very muc

g few Russian plictures she
were corny and exafgerated.
@d Shakespeare's .

n in the theatre.
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XVI.EVENTS QUTSIDE HUNGARY

A. As to the possibility of a change in Russia,
respondent sald:

It might be possible that there will be a change
within Russia. This, however, I do not believe
will be achieved by a revolution; rather by a
gradual change. Communism in Russia has lasted for

several decadss already, so I do not think that the
people feel thelr oppression so Intensely , as for
instance in Hungary,

I do think bhat anybody knows the feslings of
the people in Russia about the Communist regime;
at least not people inside Hungary; and I do not
4héak consider this question very good.

1 believe though, if Russia had a free election
the government that would coms out as a result
would be a democratic governmsnt,

As to the overall aims of the Russian leaders,
respondent believes «hh that the Russians strive

to achieve world domination., This is their main aim.
In the meanwhile, they want to build up their economic
bas&s all over Europe, in the satfelite nations ss
well as the Far and Near East, as it has been

proved by recent events,

Respondent belleves that the personal motlves are

to remain in power personally, and also they stron
naticnalists, although they don't admit it; and 5

is where the main difference lles between the Hungaxrian
Communist and the Russian Communist. The Hungarian
Communists are kept on the ropd so to say, and the

are Muscovite puppets, and not nationalists at all.

B. Regarding the relative popularity in Hungary

of other naticns{ of Eastern Europe, respondent

gave them in the following order: Poland, Czecho -
slovakia, Bulgaria, Eastern Germany and Rumania.

She sald that she classified them according to the
preferences o the peoples. But she said she belleves
that it would be about the same regarding their
?nvu:nmants. The reason for the above classificaticn
ies in the facYt that Poland had much in common

with Hungary during History . There were even

times when thﬂi had the same King, They were sharing

political tradition. Both countries were oppresad

several times in the past, and also they fought for

their freedom together.

Regarding the ﬂtﬂers, she seid that Humgary got on

much better with the Czechs than the Rumanians; and

regarding Bulgaria, Hungary never had any troubles

with them. Respondent believes that these feelinas

were shared by all Hungariars, Respondent thnugh%

that if “ree elections were held in the azbove countries,
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none of them would keep a Communist regime, As to the
standards of living, the respondent put Czechoslovakia
on the tug of the ?ist, then Eastern Gezmany, then
Hungary, followed by Poland and Bulgaria; while she
put Rumania last.

C. Regarding Poland, respondent was of the followlng
opinion; i

Polish development since the autumn of 1056
certainly meant a great change. At last the changas
have started. But in my mind it dependéds entirely on
the world political situatlon- hnMﬂEan can go-*

Golmulka's policy represents a step in the right direction;
but I do not beliave thkat if no other changes are

forth nnmin? in world politics, that she can go much further.
I do not believe that Golmulks can or will be able to aeh

4 complete independence from Russia by his methods, and
following the way he is on now. He certainly will

receive some economic concessions, but I do not think

that he will take up arms to

achleve complete independence, MY opinion has not

changed during the last five or six months.

In my opinion events in Poland have effected
@vents in Hungary in a way that after the Polish
thaw, the HUngarians hoped that the situation in Hungary
wotild be inproved/ a8 the other sastelite nations.
During and after the O“tober revolution, the events
in Poland have not effected the Hungarian situation,

Rasgundant did not hear about the freedom of expression

in Poland prior to Golmulka's rise to power, Shs did hear
about the Posman riots and ths Posnan trial as 1t was care
ried by the Hungrian Communist Press,

Heapendent Whether or not the respondent would have
preferred the Humprian revolution to take the path along
the Polish lines, she said:

Hegarding the number of psople killed in Hungary
during the revolution and the economic damages She
suffered, it certainly would have been wisar to take
& path along the Polish lines. This would have happened
if the people had known if the West would not help them,
On the other hand they wanted to achieve more than Poland
did, and that is why they thought that the revolution
was the only way to do it.

L. On Yugoslavia and Tito, tha respondent said the
following:

Yes, 1 do believe tht Tito in a way was the
uriginatu: of National Communism, Also, I think
that Tito's policy is of grest influence ragarding the

Eastern Eurcpean nations. Nevertheless I do not
believe tht he is better thbn any Soviet Communist.
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The only difference is that he is & nationalist
first of all, and a Communist only after,

Regarding Tito's relationships with Eastern
Eurngaan nations, I think that there is only one
int of view that he considers importnt and tit
s the economic advantagss, He even tried to approach
Gero regarding the Hungarian uranium,
As to Russia, Tito wants to be numplately independent
from the Sovist Unlon.. He also is"smart enoug
politician, and keeps up good relation® with all the
Western states. During the Hundgarian revolution,
he behaved as it was expected of him, He is and will
be a fence sitter, Radl was a fervent folflver of
Tito and imagined that could change the Hungarian Communist
regime and divert from Moscow. Nevertheless he was a
Communist as all the othes, IlNational Communism
weiu would not be the solution for Hungary., I maféntain
that the healthiest political system is to have
several political Enrtias. anu every body be allowed
to express his or her peiétisel opinion freely.

I belleve fgfit Tivo's popularity is on the wane
rii:t now because he ®would like to remain in power by
using military force., As to internal conditions)
in Yugoslavia, as far as I know, the personal
freedom is mere granted a little bit more than in
Hungary. Freedom of speech, however, not. The
living standard is not too gnnd, and labor
conditions cannot be good either, There are a great
many unemployed in Yugoslavia.

aar

=. In respondents opinion, the Communists wj: v

gainad control of China because this countr nan oppression
0% several hundred years; and also because the people were
divided in different castes. So when the Communists

came along and promised them everything they would

like to _bear; it is evident that tzﬁ could easily

gaet and there. The respondent galiavas, indeed

that China is more independent of Moscow tian anin

other COmmunist country, due to the fact that be q

an enormous country it cannot be so easily conguered

as were the other small Eurugean nations. Chinal

has gained her p9e¢ pplitical importance entiraly

through Communism, gnd now she piays a wvary important

part Internation™Politics.

Regarding relations betwesn England and India,
I do not know much about this question., I only
know that India wznts to be independent from England.

In reference to the Suez situation, respondent said
that the Anglo-French invasion of Egypt was just

as much illegal az had baen that of Russians

in Hubary. She does not approve of the Israell
inwasion either; but believes that Egypt was right
in nationalizing the Suez Canal. As to events in
Eaypt influencing the events in Hungary., ®espondant




14-F 36/XV1
N.
salid i

Certainly they did to 2 grsat extent; for if
the Suez situation had not been brought up at the very moment
when the Hungarian si4ue4is revolution started, Russia
“u:idn't have had a leg to stand on the United
gtions,

F. Respondent believes that tha living standard

in West Germany is wvery high and is on the increase.

Of the Germans being dangercus in starting another |
wax, respondent salid:

It might so happen that the Germans could or would
start a new war, though events in the Fall of 1956 .
seem to cuntr&dict this, as they did not take
advantage of the situation, and did not start a
war In order +to unite the two parts of
the coyntry. I bellieve that the only reason why
the Germans would start the war would be the
unification of Germany.

I don't think that I can give a stmaight
answer whether the West German military strength
is superlor to that of Btitain or France, To my
mind you must make a difference between a moral
strength and a numerical stranght. Numerically
I believe that the West German army is inferlior
to that of Britain of France, but I think that the Germans
are better soldlers than the British and French
especilally. I have no idea how long the term of
Military service ls in the West German army,

When the Germans occupied Hungary the respondent was
very young, What she knows of the German occupation
troops at that time 1s mainly from hear say from

her family. She understood that the German occupa-
tion army was axtremely disciplined; they were very
kind to the ped?le. The only thing that the
Hungarlans didn't like about them was the Nazl pride
and their belief that the German race was

superior to any other., Later on when confronted
with the Russians they were very brave and they fought
to the very end, Also thsy were extremely
disciplined. .

I do not think that anyone could compare the
Russian occupation armgatu the Germans. The Russian
army was uncivilized, d no culture, and was compledely
barbaric,

As everybady knows now, when the Husslans came
in in 1944 they were looting and raping all over tha
country, They were an undisciplined horde of Mongclians.
In consequence, the Hussian occupation was more
distasteful to sverybody. The German army was bettar
disciplined, both officers and enlisted men, I do
not need to say how, after what I have sald that ths

Russian occuaption force was most unfortunate in
Hungary.




N
G. In referemce to the British Labor Party the
. respondent said:

I think that the British Labor Party is a
bunch of drawing room Communists; but they don't
agpruvn of Communism as practised by the Russians,
They are rather on the Sécialist side, especially
since the events in Hu . I also believe tht
the Western Socialist Parties are out more for
an economic reform than for political reforms.

2 I believe that the living standard is highest
in Western Germany at present; followed by England,
Itdly, Egypt, the Soviet Union and Greece.

H. Regarding what surgrisad the respondent most
about America during her first few months here,
she answered:

while at Bard College we had a lecture dn
the American life in general, and I was amazed
how freely and sincerely that gentleman dared to
criticize the American way ang express his oplnion.
This freedom of speech I never have experienced
during my life in Huncay.

1 thoroughly disapprove of the passive foreign
policy of the United states at present. I believe that
it should be more dynamic. As to what the US policy |
should be, I think that sime nobody in ths woxld |
wants a third world war, I again have to say that
a complete break with Russia and the Satelite natlons
in economic fields would be the only solution.
I think that it is no use to enforce an ecenomic
blockade against the Soviet Unlon only.
Unfortunately for thatganpla of the satelite natlions
it must include also them, But this is the only
solution. Russia profits from every thing that
is going to the satelite nations, so it would be
: unreasonable to continue aconomic ralations
with these countries. The only exception of
course is Yugoslavia, but it refers to Hungary.
I diéd not elmse-elngechange my attitude about
this point since I came to the U5,

Regarding the Amexican government’'s relationship
with the present government of Hungary, I think
that diplomatic relations should be maintained.
Trade relations as pointed out previously should
be stopped.

Respondent believes that the people in Hunfar? would
like to see more Western visitors. She believes

that these visitors should be nswspaper men, people of the
trade unions, also politicians. She balieves that they ought
to be informed by the recent Hungarian immigrants, what

to look for and an when in Hungary. And they ought to

be warned to open their syes wide, She believes that
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people at home would like to receive Western books
and periodicals. Where the distribution of these
is permitted they should be distributed through
the reqular channels such as book stalls,
book stores etc. She also believes that it would
make a favorabie ession at home were the exliles
assoclated with such activities as Western visitors
and publications; for then they would feel somehow
that the emigres have mot foxrgotten them and are
frving to keep up relations with their former home
and.

Respondent knew of the Marshall Plan, When asked for
her general attitude she sald:

I believe that the United States wanted bases
in Europe, economic and military alike., The United
States also wanted to Bave more allles in that
particulaer sphere. I de not believe that it was
entirely an act of good will. To recelve and to
accept Bmerlcan help certainly means som2 sort of
obligation. Nevertheless, the Hungarians would
gladly accepted the Marshall Plan relief/ had they
besen allowed that by their Communist pquetE.
Anything would have been better than Soviet domination,

Regarding d#he Kecrean War, respondent could not tell
why America became involved ln this war,

J, When asked about the United Natlons and its attitude
during the Huggarian revolution, the respondent was
very smphatic her answers:

The United Nations could certainly have effectec the
situation in Hungary during the last few months
of 1956 had it acted swiftly. In a situation like this
immediate actlons are needed and notsession after
session, Elther the United Nations did not have
the power to act or did not have the will. They wexr=
taken in bI the Russian bluff, ThaI failed to send the
United Nations Commission immediately to Hurgry, and
probably due to the situatlon €& In Suez, they failed
to send United Nations troops., Further more the only
effective weapon/ agalinst Russia, the sconomic blockade,
has not been used. In short, I think that the United Natins
as it is now, is unable to desl with a serious situation
&3 was the case In the Fall of 1956 in Hungary. In
consaquence I do not belleve a2t all that the United
Nations could enforce any effective actlion in Hungary
in the foreseeable future,
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AVII, KNOWLEDGE OF AND ATTITUDES TOWARD SELECTED
PERSONALITIES.

A. Unfortunately 1 am unable to think of anIhnd?
who I could name as the greatest livhg Hungarian,

B, Respondent answers to questions sbout a number
of selected personalitlies wase as follows:

Imre Nagy- #-am He is a Communist and it is very |
unprobable that if Hungary should become independent, |
he would remafn in power, Neverthless, during the I
st twelve years, under his regime 11§n in Hungary |
s become a little bit better and more bearable. |

Cardinal MindJenty- I think that he should not have
been involved so much in politics. A priest should |
never indulge in politics.

leszlo Rajk~ He was a fervent national Communist,
Erno Gero- This one is a Muscovite gangster.

Janos Kadar- He is a pugﬁet only and comletely on
lfoscow's Bt:in?s. Why the hell he doesn't commit
sulcide, I really do not know.

Of General Elsenhower I believe that he is a

peace~loving man; and if he has not acted in the

case of Hungary as was expected, I can not blame i
him, For after all he has to consider Amerca's

interests first.

—

Secretary General Hammnrsﬁpld - 18 just as weak as
the United Natlons., I-de-mnet-inew-anyehing-abeut

1 do not know anything about Mr, Dulles other than
that he is the Secretary of State,

A former Prime Ministee of England, I think that
Mr. Eden has fouled up the situation sempledelys
F in Suez completely, from a British point of view.

i know that Mr, Truman is a former Prefident of the
Hiitﬂd States, but I couldn't say anything else about

I also do not know anything about Mikovan and his
activities,

rlehru certainly wants to achieve complete indspendence
for India and pesce. Hes also wants to play safe
with Russia,

Eﬁiﬁrﬂl Chiang Ksi~chek 1s the leader of Nationaléit
] a.

Ferenc Nagy = everybody in Hungary including myself
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had & bad opinion of him, HMHe was not the
impecasble politician

Mr. Roosavelt the President of the United States
during the war has sold out Eastern Zurope to
Russia at Yalta. That's all we can say.

Chdﬁnllnr-ﬂdanud& strives to achieve German unity,

What do you expect me to say of Stalin? I do not think
that anybody in the course of history has sver
achieved his aims by such cruel means. As

As far as I know, Malenkov wanted to come into
power and 1s a great adversary of Khrushchev and
Bulganin,

Generalissimo Franco, the dictator in Spain, fought
against the Russians , that is against Communism,
long before the others did., He seems to be a very
staunch patriot who i1s acting for the benefit

of his peopls.

I ®v never heard of Aneurin Bevan., Who is he?
Khrushchev ﬁlays a double game, He-wanés While
he a staunch supporter of psaceful politics,
this he parsues only if it is in the interest
of Russia.

N
I have alredy given my opinion on Tito, I donf 't
think that I could addf anything.

I don't know anything about Peron ,

Molotov is a Stalinist down to the core,

Cllenauer~ Who is he? I never heard his name,

Churchill was the British Prime Minister in World War LK.

Hungary would have fared much better had his ideas
bsen accepted.
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XVELI, ATTITUDES TOWARD EXILES AND EXILE ACTIVITIES

A. Regarding her views on people who escaped from
Hdhary, the respondent said:

The Yanpla who left Hungary after the revolution
ware main { those who first of all took part in the
fighting; the escaped political pr&foners who were

afrald of being rounded up again. Alse many young
people fled whod in Hungry were not allowed to

continue their studies as they wanted, and also werer
who were dissatisfied with the low standard of

living., Those staying home were mainl B:npl& with
families or the older psople who didn® va the courage
to leave their homes. Also they lacked the confldence
to face an absolutmly unknown and unsafe future.

I am convinced that we cbse the easier way out; and I
terribly sorry for those who stayed behind and must face
a terrible life. I also believe that many of them were
maybe better patriots than we are. On the other

hand, I am pretty well convinced that our relatives

and friends who &tayed behind knew that we had our
reasons for fleeing. Assuming that Hungarians

had the chance to come out to the West, I belleve

that the about the same number would stay as have

now.

B, Respondent heard of the Mungarian exile
oraganizations and individuals, but couldn't name
any of them off hand. 3She only had contact with
the Szabadnazhzarcus Szoetseg formed by General
Kiraly and Hungarian Student Assoclations.
Both organizations have been quite recently formed
in the Uniied States., On the list of orcanizations.
the MHBK was the only one she could elaborate on

a little bit, She knew that this organizatlon had
its headquarters in Austria, and they were activa
fg:hthﬂ past ten years and had a great number of
members,

I really don't know what they did, for at the time
of the reveolution several of thelir members went
up to their leaders; asking theik advice what to
do. Whether to go ovar é&& to Hungary to fight
or not, and so on and so forth., And in the aend they
couldn'td get any reasonable advice from them,

On the list of individuals of Ferenc Nagy she made
the same comments as before,

In reference to Otto Hapsburg she said she very
1ittle about him, except that now he is pursuing
political activitlies in the United States.

I believ in the and an Austro-Hungarian
monarchy would be quite a good solution for the
Austrians as well as the Hungarians.

Her opinion of Admiral Horthy was:
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He was the regent of Hunoary.W Before and during
the war he was a very strong but good leader,

When questdionad about £h Hungary _?
before 1956, regarding their accomplisments for J"".E:
Hungary, the respondent sald: e

I am sure that they did their best, but.I could
not 5&{ what they should have done since I am
unfamiliar with the cércumstances under which they
had to work here in the United States. 1o, I never
thought about them during the rewvolution.

C.Respondent did not meet any Hungarians who escaped
to the West and returned to Hungary, She believes
that the redefection campalan of the Communists

was out for propoganda for the West and Europe.

Regarding the activities of people who left

Hungary, respondent belleves that they should

unite and not divide themselves intc too small

groups and fﬁght againet each other, There must be

an all out sffort to sponsor the Hungariean .
She feels that unitaﬁgu they will have more powerg

to keep this movement aIiva. She thinks that people

in Hungary would like to know about the exiles.

How they are getting on in their new country, and

also what they are doing for Hungxy. She believes that
the people at home should be assured tht the peepie

#¢ refugees will not forget their homelands, and will
remain good Hungarians., Also that many of {hem will
want to go back.

This I am saylng now, but really I don®t know
if I will say it in ten years hence.

Personally I myself will do the same as I expect
t he other Humarlan refugees to do. I weuld do my
best so as to make frliends for Hungsry. R
Respondent would like to join an exlle organization,
but only one which do2s not take part in political

activities, She is thinking of joining the formerly
mentioned new organization set up by General Kirlay.
This organization should do everything that is humanly

possible for Hungary. Members of this organization
should be mixed, pre-revolution and new exiles, of

course. HBegarding respondents feelings about various
Hungarian political parties, since she was oo younag

in 1943, sRe could not give any Information or opinion,
Her attitude toward the newly organized parties during
the revolution was that it was unnecessary that they
started their activities immediately, She belisves that
in the beginning, there was no need to divide forces.
The independence was more important than anv political
party. These reactivated political parties had a very
short-lived life anyway. They didn't have any time to
do anything constructive., 5he also believed that groups



RS 5T ARG A

14-F 43/XI11
N. |
THAT WENT INTO EXILE PREVIOUSLY should nave returned to |
dungary to patticipate in the revised parties,

. E. Respondent has every intention of going back to a
fresg and independent Hungarzy. Also she wants her children
if she ever has any, to learn Hungarian, as well as
English in the United States.
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ALX. AUDIENCE REACTION TO RADIU AND LEAFLETS

A.Respondent listensd to Radlo Free Europe and the

Volce of America. Both stations were more or less

alweys jammed, It also depended on the radic apparatus
that someone had. The bigger and larger ones had somewhat
better xaception. She only listensd to the emission&d in
Hungarian., She used her own radio and listened moslty
alone, but got some use use from other people who

also iiataned regulaxrly to the Western radio emissions.

It certainly wasn't zdvisable to listen to the foreign
broadcasts and talk sboutf it; but people were never

really deterred by this fact. It was forbidden under
penalty. When asked what kind of penalty, she couldn't
give speclfic answers. Respondent did not have anx
preference for one station or another; and since she did
not listen very regularly she could not say if one station
was more expert than andther.

HﬂgardinF the effects of the foreign radio broadcasts,
bafore the revolution she believed that they had a large
audlence and people more or lsss "took in" everything
that came from these Western stations.

1 personally did not listen regularly because
from the very beginning I had the lmpression that the
Hadﬁn Free Europe was talking too much, and in the end I was
right,

During the revolution however, everyone including
myself listened to the Radio Free Europde and the
Voice of America, 8ince everybody believed that ths help
would be forthcoming. .

I strongly resent, hoesver thgt these foreign radio
broadcasts encouraged thea people and made them believe
serengiy that they spoke with some authority.

Radio Fres Europe should continue in my opinion
to broadcast into HuUngarys, however, not in the old way.
They should stick to actual facts only. Thez should
give straight political and economic news; also news
about the refugee Hungarians in the United States.

But for goodness sakes, stop with anti-Communist propoganda.
¥théd This is no more needed in Hungary. Programs about
life in Western Europe and the United States would
certainly be very welcome in Hungary and of great

interest. I also would welcome cultural programs:

music, literature, etc.

B. Regarding the FEP leaflsts, respondent did not hear of them.
she had heard, however of the Twelve Demands. Respondant
amended her previous statement. She remembered all of 3

sudden that she had ssen leaflets at Kethely, her home~

town, Some of her friends had shown them to her, They

were leaflets with some cartoons. She gave them back

after she had seen them, There risk involved in picking

up any kind of leaflet of course; but this did not dter

people. Resgpondent belisves that lsaflets certainly
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have som2 influence regarding the general attitude in
Hungary. They give information and statistical date.
Also foraign political events which the Hungarian
radlc and the news papers do not publish.

On the other hand she also belisves that no serious results
can be achieved hz throwint pamphlets; especially now after
the experiences the Hugarian people had with Radio Free
curope during the revolution.

D. What their gozls and motives were; my goodness,

how can I answer this. Did they want to povoke the revolution?
1f so, why didn't thay help? I really couldn't tell. Maybe
their geal was to weaken Communism in Eastern Europe.

I also believe that different organizations such as BBEC

and VOA, Radle Free Europe hhd the same objective.
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Eespondent presented her own views as follows on hoe children
should be brought up:

To my mind it i}s vaey important that the parental
authority should be enforced when the children are small.

The second most important thing is that the child should
get religious training,

Children should be prepared for the kardships of life,
metally and physically, They must be educated in a way so that
thay become decent honeslcitizens. Sports as well culture is
very important. Children should be taught to appreciate

what 5 beautiful, They should learn to love to read, of
cours only books which are written for their specsit special
aﬂu grpup., As previecsly said, children must be disciplined.
This doess not mean tkat you have to use physical punishment,
A few slaps, however, now and then, especially with smaller
children. never dld any harm to anyone, Tresatment cannot

he the same for boys and gikls; and also Skm it difers
greatly as they grow up., By the time achild has reached
adolescence, ere shouldn't be nesd anymers for #h
discipline, Bud@ By that time they should be able to

judge for themselves what is wrong and what is right.

Haapnndenttgavu the following example about herself:

She was rather a tum-hnl when she was a small girl

and always had fights with her playmates, If she was

too aggresive, or best them up too much, than the parsnts did

not talk to her for & couple of days, depending uEgn

her offense., Among the people she knew who had children six

Eaars or older, she remembers tht they always punished children.
t did not matter upon the sex of the child, but it

depended upon the age of the child. Respondent also

believes that this varles for the various soclial classes,

The intellectual class educates its children much better. They

are much stricger with them. The working eaia class

and the peasants on the other hand, bsat them much mors.

In the last ten years theres were many chhnges in this

respect, in as much as the authorlty of the parents

and the teachers has lessened,

As a rule phgsical punishmant was abandoned in

Hungsxry for boys around 14 or 15, and girls somewhat

garlier, This refers also th the other sort of punishments

in general. Communism, in bher opinion did bring about

changes as physical punishment was discontinued at school.

What the parents did st home was of course a different matter.
But on the whole, the frequency of parental punishment was less,
and they tried other methods to enforce discipline. Also they
had to abandon punishment at an early age.

In comparing the ways of enforcing discipline in the period
before the Communist regime and after, respondent said tBat:

Techniques of discipline before Communism consisted

of using the rod., Boys sometimes got & good beating up.
Girls received taps on the tips of their fingers. Physical

S
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punishment regims as mentioned before has completely

been abandoned, so the tsachers had to resort to other methods,
. During the Communist regime they tried to enforce discipline

by using strict words so to say, giving them a good

dressing down.

Respondent values honest out-spokeness most in 2 friend,

She does not believe taht real and good friendships have changed
under Communism.

THE END

-J-l-..




