But nobody wanted the meeting to end. The evening came down, and
everybody stayed. We all felt that we should do something elae)

that the suppression of the DISZ in thex universities was not

enough to solve our problems. We felft that we had to do something
also for the other young people and the rest &f the nation. The
problemd connacted with the democratisation of the country were
brought up, with the approval of the young workers and intellectuals,
i.e. young engineers. Demands were debated and formulated until

they were pu togéether in 1L pointa.

To illustrate how one such demand was declided upon, I'1l tell you
how one question was debated. Somebody asked first for a new govera-
ment headed by Imre Nagy. Then I intervened and said I wanted free
electlons., Somebody else suggested that opposition groups should

be allowed to sit in Farliament, i.e, he wanted several parties in
the government. Our final demand ssked for general free imx elections,
with the participation of several parties, and a government of
coalition.

In the meantime,tHe rector and the professors, who were present,
gave us their full support after we had declded to quit the DISZ.
When all the demands were formulated, we thought that thay would
golvs the problems of the democratigation of the country. Thus

a proposal was made to inform the population of the country of

our demands. The representativesa of the press were present at the
meeting. We sent a delegation to the redio with the above mentioned
request. The radio sent the demands baok, and was willing to read
only a few minor ones. A radioc representative trisd to explain this
to the students, but he was thrown out. The press repressntatives
waeres unwilling to publish the demands. The idea waas raissd that

we should folleoew Pettfi's exanple and go a printing offioce.

At that point, lieuntenant-colonel Marian, the hasd of the faculty

of military science. quited the students. "Boys, I know your troublas.
But we are kamxfew to small a group to go out, the police would
disperas us." Somebody said that the university had a mimeographing
machine, We decided to use it though this was illegal. We began to
work after we d cided to hold & ~eneral meeting on October 24 te
which we would invite khm delegations of wprkers of the plangs

of Budapest, thkk representativea of the intellectuals and of the
other universities of Budapsst.

Then we got word that the Writers' Assoclation would put & Exaxkk
wreath on October 23 on the statue of General Bem, follwing the
eventa dn Poland. At the same time, ancther news cames the

Writers' Association would ask the youth to demonstrate, too.The
young oommunist writer Peter Kucska said that this was not correct,
that only & wreath would be mm% lald at the statue. The students
therefore declded to take part independently in the ceremohy,

and to start from the technical university.
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October 23.

By the morning, several thousands copies of the 1l points had besen
stencyled. Some mof the country-side representatives had also
written them down. Teaching stopped that morning, and students stood
at the doors of the university and distributed the leaflats. Stencyls
were also sent by motoreycle to the country-side, especially to the
mining distriots, such as Tatabanya, etc, The taxddrivers were given
copies to hand to the whole population of Budapest. The 1l points
appeared on publioc posters, were brought into barracks and plants.
Delegationa were dispatched to factories. Those who went to Csepel
were thrown out by the Party management, but had time to distribute
the lesflets to the workers around them,

At 3 P.M. the sttdents met for the demontration., The radio announced
that Minister of Interior Piros had forbidden the demonstration., We
immediately sent representatives to him to ask the 1ifting of the ban.
Five minutes later, the interdiction was liftedy this caused gret

Joy among us. By that time, everybody in the city and elsewvhere knew
that a demonstartion was to be hald,

An army lioutenant asked us to send a delefjation to the Stalin military
school where the soldiers wanted to join the demonstration, I went
there while the other students left for the atztue of Oeneral Bam, Yhen
I reached the barracks, the soldiers had already decided to join the
demonstration and were coming out, I climbed on & bench and explained
to them th aims of the demonstration and what the youth expected from
the army.

We wanted the demonstrations to be orderly. If a crowd with discipline
expresses o common will, it is stronger thapif it would shout in

all directions. We wanted the demonstartion to be ailent, and this
silence wan the expression of the embitterment of the people, T asked
the soldiers to behave in the same manner.

When we approached the statue of Bem, the atmosphere had changed

and the crowd was singing. At the square, the Petdfi Circle had

@ car with a loudspeaker, which told news. The army lieutemnsnt said:
"The army with the people, the people with the armyl"” Peter Veress
read the demands of the Writers' Assochation. The crowd sang saveral
tinu: the national anthem. W& wanted to get another car with & loud-
speaker.

I was standing near the barrekk at the square. Two soldisrs asked me whafl
was golng on., I gave them a lsaflet, and they went in to read it to
the others. 15 minutes later, national flags appsared at the windows
of the barrack, and even on the roof,
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Many speeches were still heard, but the square beagan to prove too
small. The flag of 184S with the Xossuth crest was pui on the atatue.
Around 6 P.M. somebody shouted:lest's go to the Parliament, and the
big march began, The bridges, especially the Margaret bridge, were
full of peopls going to Pest. When I reached the Parliament building,
one thousand people wers already there, with a huge Kossuth crast,
shouting many slogans:"Russians, 0o Homel", "Imre Nagy in the Govern-
ment, Gero in the Danube?". When finally all the people arrived, the
orowd was some 20,000 strong. There was simply no room left.

At the same time, maybe 5 P.M,, the people had started thelr struggle
with the statme of Stalin. Before the Parliament, some students
returned to the university, mm others stayed. I lived near the radio,
and decided to go home for dibner. What happened after my departure
before the Parliament was told to me by friends.

slogans
The srowd kept shouting.and waithg for the Government to do something.
The people wanted Imre jagy. Gero came baok on the same day from
his talks in Belgrad, and was told of the events. He made a short
speech which simply was an insult for the demonstrators, and produced
the effect of oil thrown into the fire.

The lights were turned off in front of the Parliament building. "Do
they think that we are stupid?" shouted the erowd, Imre Hagy arrived
and spoke. By that time, the statume of Stalin had fallen and was
being pulled down to the Natiomal Museunm.

A delegation went to the radio building and asked the radio to read
the 1L points, asxit was the only way to let them know. The commander
of the building caslled for reinforcements from the AVO . On my way
home,I saw that the radle was heavily guarded by seoret pollcemen
with machine pistols, Tuxzsgxaxbembsxusrmxkhzzzaxizimxkhsxmrswdx The
people asked to be let in into the studio, but the IVO refused. They
tried then to climb into the building. The first row of AVO men

put on their bayonets, and tear-gas bombs were thrown into the crowd.
The peoples came back, and in ths scuffle, am young man of 30 was
wounded by a bayonet. An AVO officer ordered the people to disper:s,
then shot at them, killing one parson., Some soldlers, who had wempona,
fired back. Thmxfikghkizg Many students ran to the "Freedomfighters!
Clubs" in order to get weapons there. “henI arrived, & wounded studant
was just ocarried away. The fighting was already on. The Russians

came in during the night.sfrx@ztabezxthx

A)(h

éhaa % joined the dmonstrations, I didn't think of any personal
conseguences. The university could have been closed, and the students
thrown out. I had no fear, only enthusiasm. A particular relief was
that the DISZ has ceassd %z in fact to exist since QOctober 22, we

felt that we could eventually change the road followed until then
by the nation, and to embark it on & new road, with the support
of all classes of the nation.
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6)

{a for the outcome of the demonstrations, I did not think that

the Government would accept all the demands. In the fzkw afternoon,
I felt the mounting tenslion, and I thought some clash would

occur sooner or later, but noxt necessarily an armed conflict,

(7) Those who didn't takepart in the demonstemtions either worked

or were afraéd or not interested. ) officers were thers too, not
because they supnorted us, but in order to onserve the demonstretors:
All,classes were represented, men and woman, boys and girls, young
and old alike. At the statue of Bem, many housewives wanted to

Join the ranke of the university students. A student made a remark,
and a woman replied :'"We want the sane things you want, and we

want to demonstrate, too." "Yeu are right', said the students,"but
you should then form your own group".

(B) The Writers' Association did not assume any leadership of the
demonstrations. The universitiss decided to make independent
demonstrations, also in front of the statumxe of Bem. Thus there
was no central leadership.

{(B{ The Iiﬂhting-

The fighting could have been avoided if the Comnmunist peliticlans
had been intelligent enough. Piros made a mistake when he forbade
the demonstrations. Ger8 could have satepped down ia favor of Tmra
Nagy, and allow the formation of a government with several parties
represented. Then the fighting may gave been avoided. But aotually
this is impossible to imagine, bscause the Farty didn't want to
relinquish its leadership.

I heard the term "freedom fighter" for the first time on IFE on
October 24. This werd was not used immediately. We simply said:
"Ours" and "the AVQ-3",

Though I had a pistol received from a nolice officer, I did not
take part in the actual gighting.

“hen the psople who were in front of the Parliament heard of the
shooting before the radio building, “hey all went there. Graups of
youths on cars went all around the city, pot weapons from the arm
plants and distributed themlbefore the parliament. Many weapons came
from army barracks, most of them light weapons, with a few machine
guns and later, attomatic gums. "hen the National Guards wers formed,
they were equipped with heavy weapons and tanks. The first tanks which
arrived before ths radio building on October 2L belonged to Hungariac
army units stationed at ¥ Pillsesaba. One of them could usa only its
machine~gun. Both helpead to take over the building.
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When the regular policemefix took side with the people, many AVD men
put on regular police uniforms and erested much confusion. The univer-
sity was empty, because many students were in the fortress at

Buda, mxgemixsd orpganizing the national gfuards. The commander,

Marian, hed been wounded and Xmxt was in bed for three days.

The pesople began to occupy the public buildings, stormed the radios.
In the morning of October 2L, most of the public bulldings were
occupied with the pxception of the various AVO barracks, the radio
and the Party headquarters in the VIth district. National guards
with red-vhite-greean armbands patrolled the streets. The radio

fell at 11 A.M. =-wlth the exception of the steel dome-- and the |
broadcasts ceased.

Aussian tanks mmxw held the bridges on the Danube., I spoke to ths
cereaw of one of them, telling them that we wanted a better 1lifes, and
the end of the terror. The Russians put on & Pungarian flag and said
they would not shoot. Other tanks displayed white Tlags. Theses
tanks were withdrawn later, and their crews may well be in Siberia
tﬁdl’;

Around October 27 or 20,we put a guard at the university

and began to issue identification cards., It was diffieunlt to go
out in the streets. The food supply of severesl universities had
difficulties, too., We held a general mesting, as we wanted to
@stablish a dirscting organ embra¢ing the representativea of all
the other universities. Thus we founded the Revolutionary Sub- -
Committtee of Buda, which included the unlversity of technical
gclencea(chemnists, mechanios, ete), the faculties of EmiX construct-
ion industry and traffic. The commender of the university students

battalions was lieutenant-colonel Marian. We had the support of
saveral technicians of the Institute of Mil itary sclences, Some
of the students had economictasks, others, military ones. Personally,
1 did not accept any leadership. The students were armed in the
university. “ecformed a radio and an informationunit. There weres
messhgers "o delivered orders, reguisioned gas, etc.

Theres was no problem with the food. Many foodstuffs came from the
country and were distributed free by ths peasants. Later, the Hed
Cross also began to distribute focd. Our armed groups did not take
part in any maj:r actions, but carried on many surprise-attaoks,
and helped wherever they could. In general, the atudents' military
training was not complete.Some students remained in army barracks
and took part in heavy fighting. But ipg general, +he studsnts:!
role during the revolution was rather®folitical than m of military
importance.

M
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A remark about the freedom fighters: There was a Communist organiza-
tion called the "Freedom Fighters" which replaced the former "leventa®
youth organiszation, This organization gave military tralning to

the youth. During the revolution, the instructorz formad small

armed groups with quite suocessful results.

As to say who fought during which perioed, this is difficult to say.
In our district, they were various groups of freedom fighters, The
radio was guarded by army units. Several Pungarian tanks were near
the Myseum, which wanted to fight but had no amaunition. We sent thenm
to the rndia and heard later that they captured ammunition from the
Russian and the AV(O. “heo was armed and who was not? The following
storyvwill answer this question: A guard stops a civilian of L0 pass-
ing~by with a rifle. "I*m going home for aupper",says the man,., ""here
did you get this gwnt" asks the guard. "Today,evary honest Hunglritn
has a Eun" replied the man, and the guard Ia% himEE go. A1l ages and
all classes were represented , and neo such distinctions can be made,

(6) ns for my feelings, I was not afraid of being shot, though I
didn't fight personally. During the first days, the shlooting was
unusual, later one became quite used .to 1t.Once I was in front of
the New York Palace, where some 70 people were quefling in frent of
a store. Somebody opened fire from a house, hitting the store, and
wounding two young men who fell to the groung, covered with bloeod,

'III-G Thes Re-Invasion

l--'-.'-——I-'

Until the time of the re-invasion, on November L, I spent my
time organizipg the university students of the university of
techbical sciences.

Wwhen T saw that the warious politiocal parties were reorganized,

and when we heard that negocliations had been started with the Russlans,
we Telt £xEm mors free. But from £ a military peint of view, we

could not balieve that the Russians were leaving, when they wers
pouring new troops into Hungary. They had to withdraw their troops
fromm Budapest because they could not use them any more. The people

of Budapest wers able to express themselves freely, to talk over

why they had fought. But thay were not fooled by the Husslaas!
withdrawal.

I knew immediately by phone, on QOctober 29, that the Russians were
remaining outside Budapest. I was asleep when the Russign tanks came
in, and had quite a muslcal awakening. Our neighborhood was immediately
occupied, and mm I couldn't go out.
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I had ne pretious plan to go out to the West, and left Budapest

on Fovember %. Until then, I was still hoping for some chaln resction
around Fungary., After Budapest was occupied, and when we heard

that several students had been arrested and deported from ths
studenta' homes, the situation became hopeless. A fiitend told me to
g0 to Vienna with him, and I decided to Join him,

IV EXPECTATIONS OF FELP FIOM TPT WEST DURING THEREVOLUTION

Ao
I didn' esxpect Yestern help, but hoped that & chain reaction would

hit Romania, Bulgaria and the other satellites,and also the Soviet
Union. This would have solved the problem for Fungary, bscause
without Bussian support,the AVO would have been helpless. The army
8ided with the peopls, and also the airfores. But the Russians had
surrounded the airfields. The Russians would have rushed at home if
there wéuld have bYeen some trouble there. Ingeneral, the Russians
did not like the fightink very much. ,

Duringvthe revolution, I heard & news on the radio that Popa Pius XTI
had sterted a crusade of prayers for Hungary. The West could hawve a2lso
sent several wagons of ammunition. But even if one arms a small natien .
af with 9,5 milllion inhabitants, it cannot resist agaiast a huge
nation with 200 million people. If the est gives military assistance,
Fungary would have bscome a new Forea. The Csechs would have Joined
the Russians. As for me, I was hoping that the U, would send %mx
representatives, of rather Famnmarskjold himself, into the country.

B. I formed my expectations from conversations with my friends. Since
thmxumidxafxi® Fungary became 2 member of the UN, we knew somathing
of the tharter of the organization.

C. I met representatives of the Austrian Red Croas during ths revo-
lution, but didn't mention this problsm to them.




V. SOCIAL CLASS STRUCTURE AND ATTITUDES

A. Respondsnt's own famlly background.

From 1933 till 1945, my father was & milk dealer and the owner of
a threshing-machine. In 1945 he went to work im a plant ai Salgo-
tarjan as a locksmith. In 1946, he became a maintenance worker
with a ground-drilling enterprise., In 1947, he went to a formeman
training sochool and became a drilling-master. In 1955, he was
employed by the ground-drilling company of Putnok, a branch of the
Miskolo center.

Pis education::B years elementary school.
locksmith apprentice examination

dairy technician examination
drill foreman examination.

My family owns L holds of land, and a house.

-

Be T. Two classes were in evidence in Mungary: tha workers and
the peasanta.

There were also social groups which were the remains of former

¢lassea: the small artisans (in small number). The new groups in

the peasantry: the individual farmers, and the collective [armaworkers.
kexsxnka. Finall¥y, the intelligentsia ( technical and others, teachers
and professors),

B6fore the war, three groups in the peasantry: small, medium-size and
blg landewners. The bis landowners, called kulaks by the Coomunists,
were persecuted, and their land was taken from them.

I had contasts with the peesants, the small artisans and the technical
intelligentsia. The group I knew the least were the ccllective farm
workers.

My family belongs to the workers' claas,

The peasantry was the most unfortunate class in Fungary.Becauss of
its EauIaEIEE, the regime could oporess it much more than the workers.
The peasants were the most diligent among all the soccal classes.

In 1947, they saved the country from hunger and starvation. But
under Commnunisk thay had no more enthusiasm for producing. The
surpluses were taken from them by the state at a very low price.

As a result, Hungary had to imoort agricultural products instesd

of exporting them llke befora.




The workers were the victims of the economic system of Communism,

They were harrassed by work, had high norms and could not earn
enough for a decent living.

The intelligentsia.

They could be compared to chess figures in the Communis econonmio
system. They had no significant role. For ex. the writers were

told what to write, and what not to write. The same applies to

the sculptors, composers., Together with the office employees, they
were meres chess puppets. The teachers were badly paid, with no
possibilities to complete their sell-tealning.

There was the so-called Party intelligentaia, which included all
lead ing Communists, Parti'?EEFEEEFIEi:"“EE?Ennmnnt members, members
of the secret police, etc., Thesza people enjoyed all the material
edvantages.x

The small artisans could go ahead with great difficulties and
many restrictions. They were burdened with Yeavy taxes, and the
material they could use as well as thelr monthly income were

fixed by the state. They couldn't do much busineses, and were guite
enabls to compete with the big factories in thehands of the state.

2. Fow did these dif.erent classes react to Communism?

In 1945, I was a young child, and can only speak of what happened
after that time. The peasants were most of all opnosed to the
compulsory delivery system, by whioch they had to deliver a certain
amount of their produces to the atate, with hardly something left
for themselves. The peasants lostz all enthusiasm to produce. They
rather spent their time working on their own small plot tham to
sweat fir thes state, They called the Communists the dirty omes.

when plece wages were introduced in the factories the workers thought
it may be a good thing, becaunse if a worker worker works more,

he will get more momey. But ip the Communist system there was a

difference between the production percehtage and the forint per-

centage. If for ex. someone produced 10” more; his earnings increased
only by 5 or 7. If paid inwage hours, the workeras would not get

his piece wages. The workers were thus cheated and emploited who
could not earn more by producing more. RXExxkkmxThey would have liked
to Bhrow out of the factories the Party secretary and the Personnel

manager.

The so~-called Party intellligentsia - Party secmretaries, enter-
prise managers, etc. were not independent men. Through their
leaders! orders, they had to follow Moscow's instructions and were
restricted in many ways. Only & performance was expedted from them.
For the other intellectuals, they were all deprived of their
freedom and could hardly earn enough to live.
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C. The peasahts and workers were closer to sach other than before,
The construction indusstry bxmxgk built a bridge for the two classes.
No opoosition of class between them. The workers came to apnreciate
better the work of the mmazm peasants. The intelligentsia came also
closer, because it suffered togsther with the other classes,

E. Fow an individual might advance himself under Communism,

p -

This was possible to & certain point, but depended on who mxx the
individual was. Often somebody who had no intelligence or propar
training could go ahead if he waa a good Gomnunist. In a villege,
the president of the local council had only 3} vears of slementary
school. But this depended also on the position to be filled. The
decisive factor was always the individual's political views. Fut
when a bridge had to be built over the Damube, this didn't matter
too much. "hem a position could be filled with some talented indi-
vidual whd did not speak up sgainst the regime, the Communists would

do it. But this @i
the !uturprin.:. d not apply to the direction and management of

2. Some people can support some ideolo
gy - or pretend to su -
for thelr own interests, even if they don't always apprur: Eiﬂrt .

understand i
ot iy . t completely. MEEF Others are able to do anything for

F« The priviledged groups in Fungary under Comnmunism:

The so-called Party intelligentsia &
i poaratus, the secret poli
::: army cfficers, who are always neaded in ; tarrnrintlupregizgun
- ialuu the quality inspectors, who could bs found evervwljere >
n industry and agriculture alike, and on whom mugh dapuhdida



As ".fTects of Commumnizn on famlly life.

The fother alone was un-blle to support ~de u'tely his £ {é In
ordor to sosure sufficient mennn of livins Tor the fomily, t

mother wns nloo oblired to work. The parentn had thus less time to
bring up their children, and alsco 1 so time for dintractions, 1t
the sume time, all tho mat-rial conditiono were not oven nolved,
E:n{ f-milles were oblirod in homos thich declored unhealthy by the
medical authorities, boocause they were unoble to move to better
plooces,. There wus nevor money enouch, and a continual strugrle for
the dally life,

Somo membors of the famlly becamo eventunlly CP membors, ond diffe-
rences of vliews arose between chiliren and paronts, or betweon wife
and husand, This had especlally bad effocts on the childrem, os
quarelling parcnts can't pglve o normal education to their children.
Hany divorces rosulted also of this situation, I knew several women
who left their husbands when tho latter became members of the .AVO.

In the pecsantry, the parents and the children stoyed closer to
eachtother aa the peasants gave work to their children, With the
workers were not so much er the Influence ofnthe parents and of
family eduoation. They either worked or loafrd on tho streets and
fell under the influonce of bad companions.

Be 1, Yoo, Comnmumiom ed tho way children aro broucht up. In
school, the children don't receive physical punishment. Thuo the
children eritiecilze thelr teachers. Dut =zt home, the oitu~tion is
probobly tho pame sa before Commumlom,

2. A8 for the oxtont to which childron oboy or disobom thelr
parento, thils is a2 quention 4ifflecult to answer. I the child pots
a gserious edueation, he'll be serious. If tho family is brélon,
the ochild can fall under bad influenceo (aleohol, ote.). This will
natur:lly affect the child's lifo,

There were Ifroquent confllet betwsen school and paroit-~l v~lies on the
reliclidus line, The parents tried to give thelr children a reliflous
educ:ition wich was in conflictlwith the matorislistie spirit of

school ,education,

C. liorriago, courtohlip and oex patterns,

There were less probloms involved whon poople wanted to pget married,
after marricope, 1f the partner provod to be unsatisfactory, one
could pet a divoree and pget marrled agaln. N- more differcncen of
claes or of fortune affected murriuge. This wae evident espoelnzlly
in tho cowntry, "mong the peasants vho ovmed morc or loss lamd , 28
the 12nd wvas no more 2 big fortume bhwur sometimes a burden. In the
eity, there wvore no rich noople either. But thero were ~lso new
obotuwles, such difforonces of idolosy botwoon Xdm wilfo =nd husband,
or betwean thoir paronts or rol:atives. Tho religloun ~usotion aloco
became loss important & problem. iony couplea had only 2 civil

wedding,




135~ 1k,

JSex bohavior.~ In my circle of friends, we had no such problems.
During the war, I wes & child. nd whon I wos in Budapest, I dldn't
Inow whot tho eituction vae thore before.

Under Comiunism, the mornl lows were not talten into consideration.
A8 a reoult, the feoling of sin disap—-eared in the pooplea, In that
respoot, tho yo girls were not held responsible. For this, the
communict cystem is first of 211 responsoible., . fev ¥yearo more, ond
the siltuctlon would hove boon —ueh vorse.

Prootitution was not offieial, but wmo practicoed 1llep~lly. In tho
Roynl rentaurant, cever-l poroons wore nr:-ested for thot reagon.
Noforo the revolution, the :linilstry of tho Irtcrlor ordered tho
demolition of a moet place ealled "Illkovits". Tho papors vmrote
about mmmnﬁ sexual nottors, and the orobloms connocted
with thom,

D. Yes, Comiuninsn 2f{ectod :Eriuﬁﬁ'hip. Howr, scomoone hod nmoroe fricnds
than before, The various classes, bocouoe of thelr comon fate, come
clogser to each othor. Dut thore wore =lso obataclen, zuch 23 diffsroncen
in political viows. Dut thise did not monifest i1taolf twr amon neoplo
of com:on intoroats. Thero wore no moro rich or poor veonlo, Only
1docloienl obatoocles,

2+ Thio 18 a good duestion in mp opinlon. If I donlt 1ike thot he
Jolns tho Party, :nd if he 1s my f#fond, he'll tell me bofore he
Joins it., If I opposo his joining, and if he bocomes a mambar, then
he 18 not ny friend any more. I think one could continue a Tricndship
keoplng pelltico out of 1it, unless ono norty ia a fanntiecl commmict
or mi a fanntlenl anti-cédmmmistf

E. Crime and alcoholism.

1. I can't tell you vhether there has beoon an incPase or not. Hony
thefts wore comnltted in the factories, but these werc not considered
as crim=s, If the -lant in mine, rensoned the worker, and if the state
die not pay me cnourh wrges to suoport my frunily, I'll help myself.
i.any people ware on the streets and could not et any decont m Jjob.

In most cases, thoy touched Lo the proporty of the stite. One of these
people, 2 man nick=nnmed "DBnei" wz=s chased for the va rs by the police
of Budapest vhelh was un~ble to caboh him,

The pollee was not very efficlent. hon a shop=-window was plundered,
an zd would appear in the paners, noking the nelrhbora to holp the
police in finding tho guilty one, Or when o man was Killed, the police
¢:lled for the co~opor:tion of those o were oventu"lly prescoht at
the secenc of the erime. The WO woried botter, "ut 1t w:s too busy
with politilcal erimes.

Tho m=ny robberles of otores ean be explnined nlso thut way: several
store mon-pers could not glwo vroper acecounts for their monay as

well as foodstuffs in time of Invontory. They often solved the problem
by "arrancing" a robbery of the otore.
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2. People drink more boer thon wine boonuse the beer 1s cheaper.

..ore people are drinking today thon bofore. Tay see that they ecan't
get “nything for what they warm, and nre discourated to save money.

gu in thelr deoepair they drink their money, or rither vhat's left of
t.

J« Juvenile delinquency.

Under Coawnlam in Mungary overybody had to work, it was docl red o
richt. .n intorosting up amons the youth were the so-oulled
"Jumpec". They imitoted the est in the way they drossed, ond they

f0 showed thot way thit they didn't acroe with the ropime. liost
of them worked, but some of thom had no professional working permit,
and hod & small busineas of their own. .is thoy didn't work for the
Btate, they became the so-called hooligens. .umons the cirls, there
were mnny prostitutes,

This behovlor was exaprerated by the Communists. They xkmi® tried
to make these youns people unpopulnr before tho eyes of the others.
All sociul clannes ‘were roorescnted azmons theae young pconle, vhose
avercroe ame ronged from 17 to 25,

I don't connider thelr nots oriminal, thourh I don't 2~ree *rith them
either. These people wore not under tho influcnee of their parents,

Vii. RCLIGICHN

A. Effects of Conmunilot rulo on relirion.

The ideologloal bzsls of the Comnmict oystom 1s o~tori~lism, The

#hole system i3 buped on a hure ideolorilerl atrusr-le of m-torinlinm
agzingt 71l othor principles or idezls, Heli~lon in the mmin obntncle
to the spre-ding of iatori-lism. In order to orre'd aterinliom, the
vommunlots »ersceuted the relisiogm. In thoory, the froedomn of roli-ion
w'e gur-nte:d in the C notitution, but 1In prictice the otnto Lent an
eye on tho citizena' rollcious 1ife.

For ex., 1f = student 1s too reli-ious, 1t bocomes cloar that he doos
not ~rree with vhot he 1o tourht, 28 modt of %ix the Anatructilon was
brced upon mzterialinm,

The reli~icus schools were n-tionnliged. The nr'ests who orooed this

monoure wero nergo:utod. L lmew onc priecot 1like this, vho woe intormed
nllercdly for hewing nunished a child /Mo dldn't lmow his lesson. Tho

recine nted to doprive the nev ron-ration of 111 roli~ious in-truct-
lon. Cften motoreyele roces wore or—:mizgei on Jund~yo ~round chirchas.
The Conmmiots tried to divide the forces of relirlon -ith the ‘ntro-

ﬂuﬂtlﬂnfgi the so-cnlled nence wmriests, ut the renmultz were nrot very

nueceano .

The xmxxx Cutholie rolipglon wos the hardest hit, beesuse it was the
larcest roli~ious croup in Munp ry, thick offere” the stronmest
unity and the atron~est resintonce.
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B. Relli-lon 1- not t":e most import-nt factor in my life. It 1is
lese lmnortsant a foetor than in my porente’ 1life. I pguess I'm
l1lke the average person of ny kind in Nunesry. It was not so

dangerous to =0 to church. For the studontse, 1t w2s a bad sion

in their cadre filo.

G+ The churches ghould Tunction in complete freedom of relirion.
They should ~lways stay cway from politics and from the povernment.
I think religious instruction should be conpulsory in the element-
“ry nchools, but not necmpesarily in tho secondary schools,

i f11lm or a play, ete. alwnys try to reflect iho apirit of a period.
If the periocd's spirit 1p imaoral, cenzorshdp would not help in
“ny way. In 1 eonplete demoer ey, avorybody should -Tite as he
plonses. Critieism only should bo permltted, Tut no cencorship.

D. The Jewrish relicion wos 2lso hurt by Com 'wni~m, I herdly Imew
a few Jows, and thone were not reliplous,

There woere two typeo of Jows, those who wore r-liczlous, and those
Wwho were non-relircious, a mon 1ike Gerd, for -x, I think that
mony Jews were CF ameabers, but I don't lmow well thelr motives
and nent lltFl

during the rovolution, reli~ion sms not important xboefl . Svervbody
fourhd.

I don't think the Jews are afreid of an independent Mungary, If
thoy h*d to be afraid of a nev Yunrury, th t "unpory ron't be
indepcndent.
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VII1 (HE N"UNG.RIAI'YOUTH

Ao Bilnungvriﬁn youth, peonle menn the youns workers, pers:nto
intokloctucls znd students (hi-h sohools and wniversity), from
15 to 28 yeors of are.

B. Did the pouyh of Punrary take $he lesd in the revolutiont

The lunmirian rovolution had no central lecadership. But the Tfirhting
was conducted by young pcople, the majority of the loezl com-anders
were under 30.

They toolk the lead for sever-l re-cons. .larxism-Loninism was
compuloory in tho schools. We 2ll thousht it wan the bip est
senselosaness. Thia philosophy has no stendp basis. lany of 1to
principles gould not be explrined adeguately, bocause they could

not be re:lized in pructice, in Rusria as well as in Hunrory. e

8aw that the pructice wrna tho oprosite of the theory. Thereforo

the spudents were those vho saw the beast betwson thoory ond prnctice.

The older poople ean't change much in life. But the chrnees =nd onrorte
unitles were rostrictod.

Durl-g the revolution, the older noople vere totally moved by
the nctions und beh vior of the youth, Thevy "lso Join he

revolution. .i"ybe some of them were afrald., But on the other

hond, the youn~ pcople didn't have to fezr too much of
loaing their Job,

C. Schools 'nd ecdueutional systom in mesry durdngs the naat 10
yerro.

In thc universities, the stu'entn didn't 1it= to have too many
commulsory bronches, which they disliked or did not need, but still

hod to study. Th® stu.ents ~hould be able to chose thelr dom ndzs Shome
aelvan,

Gould ~o to 2 univeralty thoso vho hed = rood cudre f1lo, a rood
d’ploma or a protectlion. To have 2 pood cudre file meunt that one
wng mot a cluass allen, l.e. un cneny of the er1sting scelal syatem.
‘11ke the chlldren of lkul~k+, for e¢x.). With Iurty protection, some
wezk students could cnter too. Dut chhnees existed that 2 non-
Comaunist to-cher =irht throw them out at the ex:minations,

In tho university, the spudent could not ro here he vanted, but
where there was room, and where he was sent. He could say very
1ittle. /hen the studonts hod completed theilr studies, they hnd
to vit befors beins sent nomewhere to f1ll o vacant rooltion.




13'“ 15;

The aunlity of the edus-tion,.=-

J/e@ hnd most of the profens ors of before 1045. any young tecchers

had also uchleted thelir studles tefore 1945, So thore woa not so mush
difference in the qu:lity of the teaching. But compared to 1945,

the system was less Andependent. The individu:l discus=ion sgstem

wng introduced, for those who didn't understond the courses. The
university edusation thus £o0ll boek towards the level of the socond-
ary achools, Lately most of the courses were nrinted. As for the
technienl branches, the notes “nd books were ~ood.

For the teachers, 1t was not "linys essentisl to be a mood Comnunist
in order to go asheaud. Tele-t and knowledre were the essentinl Tretors,
Class ullons couldn't teach, wmlean they were irrepl-cable., Some

~ood P rty members could oventuslly anglstente-profeasaors, but they

re lized soon hois much hey werc ifnor-nt, nnd th-t thoy could earn
more in a factory.

E. The Commurists devotod mueh time to ocndootrinnte the routh. But
they f1led to endoetrinnte 1t boenuso they Just bored them and were
wanting thelr time. Their ideolory didn't offer ndesu-te rround

to the youth. It wans far from beins nérfect, ond the nraetice wma not
oimilar to the theory.

IX. -8JOR DISS.TISFLCTIONS A4S FLLT IN TVSRY=DAY LIFE

s I win 1psatlisfled with the sgstom of edueatlon, b y the oprression
of cultural and artistical 1life. By the intern~l situ-tlon of the coun-
try, the tax systom, the difficultlcs for employment, the b n on

the Jestern presa, the activities of tho sceret police.

B, Tleople were compl: ining moatly “bout their smnll e-rninrs
and the little volue of monoy,
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I. THE ECONOMIC LIFE
E: l. Standard of li"i'ﬂ!i

I 1lived in a students' home in Budapest. We were 0 students in one
room which was not even very large. It had four bunks, four tables
and four wardrobes. I paid 50 forints per month for my room. It
was impossible to learn, sspecially to draw, and one had to do 1%
in the library of the technical university.

1 took my meals at the students' canteen. Wad only luch and dinner,
as I didn't have enough money for breakfast, The dinner cost 120
forinte per month, the lunch, 80 forin$s. (the breakfast was 37).
The food was of poor quality, and one had to supplement it with
paroels received from home,

My parents had to buy all my clothhm, this caused the most difficulty.

My monthly budget was as folleowe: 14O for., scholarship (this amount
depended on one's marks), and 90 for, social allowance(depended on
one's fortuns). The students from the country received an extra 50
forjnts allowance to pay their rent. I spent 200 forinis on my

meals, and the remaining 30 on books, etc. I had to secure my pooked-
money, and my parents bought my clothes.

To buy a radio or a motoroycle wae a luxqry for a student. Or to
travel by plans instead of the %trein.

My family's standard of living changed a lot. Today my father

sarns only two thirds of what he earnad before the war, amd his

has great diffioulties in eupporting everybody. My brother, who was
also studying at a university, needed clothes, too.

There ere less wages today, and the living standard increased a%
least by minus 207 1| From 1948 on, the living standerd deolined, abd
one had to look for more money.Tmaixy. It fell down in 19LS, and

:iiar, it has reached only the two thirds of the standard of that
e

2, Yes, I saw well-furnlshed appartments, with plenty of food in
the storage-chamber. One of these people was an independent taller
who was a good worker. The other was family was that of an AVO
captain, whd lived in a villa paid for by the regime.

3. What eccounts for the standard of living during the last eifht
yoars? .

The ecédnomic system of the whole Sovlet empire. Hungary's economio
policy dependedsd of the Kremlin's economic policy. One year intervel
was left betweenm the Russian and the Hungarian flve-year plan, so
that the sommunist leaders mfxazxxzzaxxkzyx could find out the neads
of the Soviet economy and orientate the Hungarian economy acckord-

iﬂgl"'n
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We sold products for fillers to the Sovliet Union, and other countries.
For ax. the "April L" machine faotory menufactured furnaces for
Egypt. Egypt only fald the value of the goods, and & part of the work,
The rast was paid by the state which lost huge sums in that business
deal; which wes probably dome for propaganda purposes,

The workers were not interested in the production, as the state did
not increase their income. Often the money invested by the shtate
did not yield any profit. For ex. the Stalin iron works had to be
erected near the Yugoslav border, at Mohaecs. pAfter the gquarrel gith
Tito, it was built up at Dunapembtels. Millloms of forints were
wasted on expansion projects. For the four years I lived in ihm
studentsd' homes, the building was continually under repalir, the
pipes were dripping, #he plaster fell down from the celling and ths
walls. The Budapest swbway project cost also millions te the atate
which finally had to abandon it., Because of bad management, many
factopies lacked of raw materials, enerbgy, eto. and operate€ with
a defieoit.

The land also was not utilized well.The state farms worked with a
defioit, and the individuasl farmers ware not interested te produce the
maximum. The kolkhogzes ate up huge sums of money, with no profit for
the atate. In theory we learned that politics are determined by
economy, but in the practice, we saw just the opposite: &he economy
was determined by politics,

B. My father earned about 1,200 per month as & drilling-master. Fe
got a raise in 1956. But my mother had also to work (agriculture),

Ce I dont't know well the prices as I never did any shopping. But

I remember paying 1,350 forints in a stete store for my last sult,
The value of the forint went down continually. For the same amount
of money, one would get less goods as time passed by.

2« It was not important whether what goods wers batght or
what their quality was. ‘he main thing was to be able to obtain
every artiele, Therefore quality was not essentisl, The state had
no oompetitors, and the peeple had %o buy what they had, and they
did not have very much choio#&. Thus the quality only deteriorated.
Only in some technical products did it increase.

3« The stores weRd not well furnished in Budapest. One could tell

what goods such and such store was selling.The prices were fixasd

by the state whiech owned all storss. The market place of Budapest

was the emplacement of fxwm the free market, together with the

other markets. The produces were more expensive there, but they

were of tetter quality. They could not be sold at lesser prices,

a8 it was 1lmpossible to compete with the state. The state simply

took away the produces from the peasants. It paid them 10 %to 20 fillars
for an egg, and resold it for 1,20 forints or more. It paid B0 fillers
for g a quart of good wine, and sold it for 16~18 forints.
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3o Yes, in many cases, the consumers were not supplied adequately.
For ex, the bread would arrive on Saturday at closlng time, and vary
few people would be able to get it, There were many shurtngug,

and queuss. In 1954-85, for ax,, the meat was the biggest problem.
Feople had sometimes to queune all night in order %o be the first
ones to ba in the stadre when it opened.

Spare parts could be obtained only for machines manufactursd in
Aungary. But for an American radio, fér X, , this was absolutely
impossible.

1 didn't see any spoilage of food. I only saw food wasatage in the USA,
where the producers would much poorer otherwiss.

b. The commodities which were especially ia short supply were meat,
lard, wines (for a long time), lemons,

5. Wers unsvailable colonisl fruits, or too expensive, TV sats,
refrigeratoes, eletrioal appliances, vacuum cleaners.

6« There was a black-market for razor blades (Gillettess}, nylons,
knitted wear. I dédn't know much about it.

Eo 1. I preferred to liwe in Budapest, where I could study and could
benefit from many other cultural apportunities; such as movies,
theatre, etec.

The agricultural workers had a batter diet, but the city peopls
were dressed better and had more distractions. The general standard
of living was maybe higher in the cities, Politically, one had an =
easier time in the country.

2, Opinion on collectivisation.

Near our village, some people had been prisoners in the Soviet Unien
and knew the kolkhoze system. The people thought 1t was terrible and
I was also very afraid of 1t.

Exzge Extensive farming is more practical than farming on small
estates, becaunse of the possibilities of mechanization, This means
that collective farming may be & good thing. In Fungary, a few
kolkhozes were good and gave good revenues. But they were ocreated

by means of coercion, and also did not use edoquate means of produst-
ion, It couldn't interest the peasants to produce as much as possible,
because the work they did besides the cooperative work gave them moras
revenue,kkem Thus they neglected the latter one,

There was a laok of experts, and no advantage was taken of the natural
ressources of the land, There was also lack of capital. The land
and the water weres there, but the poesibilities wers not exploited.
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Most of the peasants opposed collectivization, especially the
large landowners, followed by those who hed medium-sige, then =mall
lands, .

In several cases I heard of collectives being dissolved. In our

village, & oollective farm was established for twe years (1952 %o

195L). It was dissolved because there was no more inoome. There
was too much land, which could notbe cultivated.,

3. If I could shose, I would chose private farming.
s Agricultural system in a free Hungary.

I want a free market, and complets fresdom for production. Today,
production is determined only on the baslas of contrakcts with the
state. The land must belong to the peasants who cultivate i%t.

The state could only levy some tax on the land.

Under Comnunism,the land lest its former value in Enngurﬁ. Before
1945, to buy 2 holds (1 acre) of land was -a big thing, Many
peasants kept working thelir small land so that it would no go to
2 kolkhoge. Under Imrevlagy, there wae a short relaxation, but
nothkt substancial change ococured.

X1. THE POLITICAL LIFE.

A: 1. Before 19L8.

In 1947, I heard Rakosi 4in person (with Mrs, Tildy) tell thes miners
at Salgotarjan: "Miners, I gave you a good forint. Pe careful

that the specunlators don't impair it". He also mentioned and
praised the British and Americen democrac ies together %ith Tito.

I am not interested in politios, like my father and grand'father
who were smallholders.

At that time, a Communist in our mind wae similar to & bad man.
And I was amasad to ses that those people were not ashamed to go
out on the street and to tell that they ware Communists.

Bs Views on the Party since 19L83.

1. First thers were the convinced GCommunists. In 19L5, they got
17% of the votes at the elections. In 19LB, many Sowial Democrats
became automatiwally Communiste with the merger of the two partias,
Hany Jjoined the Party after 19L8, when it held the powar, and

could assure them a carasr.

Today, a fevw Party mebers are still convinced onas. Then come the
stupid ones, who are fooled. Then those who like to believe evary-
thing. Others are Communists for material interestz , and most

of the leaders belonged tec that categoby (Rakosi, Qert, ete). Maybe
& few wers also convinced ZJommunists, Finally come thoses who wers



foroed to join the Party. They had for ex. & good job, and were
asked by the Party secmotary to joln. If they refiised, they mmx
exposad themselves to be fired, in mx=ms which case they becams
class aliens and found great difficulties to get a naw job. If he
waa not fired, the person invited to join the CP was often put
into a smaller Jobif he declined the invitation.

2., Party policles.

ihl Party began officially to play the leading politiecal role after
9LB, Its policy underwent as many changes as asked by the Kremlin.
But the Communists continued to promise as much as they did =
before 1948. In Moscow, the leaders of the Soviet CP had alse

to change thelr policles according to the ewolution of the inter-
national situation,

There was & serioud truggle within the Party about the organiszation
of the agricultural system, and the reforms of the economic ysystem,
In 1953, the majority wanted economie reforms, but later, the
others took over again the leadership.

3. It didn't matter whether or not the Party member liked what the
Party sald or did. His only duty was to submit himself to the
leadership of the Party, to say what the Party said, to obey and to
exegute ita orders,

The Party morale. 'ithin the Party, the atmosphere was such that
nobody could express frankly his opinmion or eriticise the Party,
though every member was said to enjoy the same advantages ard
opportunitiesn.

he The leaders of the Communist Farty.

Thess people were CP membars trained in the Soviet Unilen. Thelr
task was to exocutes the Eremlin's orders in their own sphere of
compentence. This was Rakosi's and Gerti's aim, Most of them
belisved in what they did. But these puppets alsc wanted %o enjoy
all the material advantages of thelr system. In this respsct,

every person is somewhat different. Rakosi probably sufifered from
megalomania. But some leaders wers also intelligent, maybe too cuny.

Ce¢ Opposition to Communism.

: A
There were many demonstrations, even & strike in Tatabanya.
In 195L, people began to demonstrate in the streets of Budapest
after Hungary lost the socoer world championship. It ended with
a fow CP members besaten up, and the police dispersing the crowds.

In Yiskole, there was asnothar demonatrationas, but I can't remember
any details.]I learned of these things from acquaintances. Then we
hed last year the debates of the Petlifi Circle.
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In the enterprises, there were so-called amhm acts of sabotage aml
many thefte. The peasants,on theother hand, didn't not make the
deliveries regularly,

As for the effectiveness, the state cortainly suffered some lossas.
Therefore this kind of opposition also contributed to undermine tha
Tegime, first of all ecomonmically,

Sabotage was replaced with time by thefts from the fastories. Among
themselvea the people oriticised the regime at 21l times.

3. The activities of ths intellectuals.

For the past yearas, fow works of young writers were published in

the magasines and zmx newvapapera, and the more talended writers

wore silenced or could not publish their works. Sométhing could

be felt in the air, and & reaction was sbout to happen, First in 1953,
but only for & very short tims, becaussa the censorship wes maintalned.
After the POth Party Congrees, serious changes occurad.

A freer atmosphere was creasted insimsde the Writera' Association and
the newspapers., The writsrs bogan publishing articles which contained
many criticsimas of the regime and of 4ts lackeys. The people followed
the example. On Deotober 1, 1956, a new paper, ths "Monday Gagetisn
sald fthat it would not write any more lles, and would be a"¢leantpaper,
There were no Communists among those who wrote it, and its success

was considerable, On Sunday evening, the peopla uf Budapast had te
queue in ordar to buy it.

The Fetirfi Circle, consisted of young writers, Jjournalists and students,
Efforts wers made to report the debates of the Circle to the press,
Mamy oircles became interested in the same problema and in ihe fate

of the country. The nation realized that 1t could criticize ampd

speak frasly. The impression was that the Party was withdrawing and

waaX letting the people take their own decisions. There ware no
reatrictionsa until Piros banned the students® demondtration, At that
point, the peopls woke up completely, eod so did tha Communista, who
realized that otherwiases that would have been the end for them,

The intellsctuals sxpresasd, in llterary language ,what ths people could
not say. Many intellectuals saw ¢learly everybhing which waa yrong

in Fungary. In that sense, they can be considered as primarily res-
ponsible for the evolutionleading to the revolutioen.
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XII. THE APPARATUS OF POWER

A. The Rungarian secret police.
l. Whay sort of people were they?

Some of the AVO men were drafted into the secret-police, and had to
serve 3 years there. The real KV0s were those who served permanently
in the force. The green AVQs were border-guards only. The real AVCs
were the blue AVO&.

Moat of them wers rascals, "any jJoined because of the high salaries.
AX lieutenant would get 10,000 forints a month. I had no personal
ex>erience with the AVO. ¥either did I know of secret policemen

who wanted to leave the f.rce, but ] think thermxmresxxsxshyzux that
suoh cases existed. 1

L. Yot everybody lived in constant fear and paxx anxiety in Fungary.
But many lived in constant fear and even more in comnastant anxiety.

5« The informer system.-

Moat of the janitors spied onm the inhabitants of the house, and
reported to the AVD. A spy was bullt in everywhere, in univeraities,
schocls, factories. Many personel differences slso resulted in
spying. Some spiss vanted to win personal merite. Other pesople hoped
to get somebody's elss job and spled om him. The infxormersa' notlves
ware usually material advantages in their own intereats.

&6, Not neceasarily.

7« During the revolution, I saw a group of AVos - drafted privates-
whidnk defanded the radieo building, abd who surrendsred. The psopls
spat at them, and they tore off their uniforms and said they wers

no more members of the secret pollos. Another group came out, with
thelr hands tied behind thelir back. Tjose had refiased to shoot at the
people, and had been tied by thelr officers in the bullding. As the
AVO-men had no identification card, they didn't dare to go among

the civilians., I didn't hear or ses that any of them fought with

Ehﬂ people,

When Hungary is independent, they should be sent to the 1]

SSR. Or
they should be forced to buil a prison in which th
for the reat of their 1ifs. ¥ - W FARER TONRR

9. The regular policemen were rough-necks. They never did know where
the streets were and would always savs"I'm sorry, I'm in Budapest
for a few months only." They were unable to catch the thieves and
the oriminals, and letely became burocrats.

During the revolution, they gave their weapons to the peopls, togather
wttg t:a green AVOs, I got my weapon from them, like moat of the
STudents.
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The courts.
B. Yoa, before 19L% a poor peasant could get fair treatment from the
courts in a case against a rich mani.

I know & concrete cass which I was told by tha party himself. Around
1935, a smith rented & threshing-machine, and after signing & contreast
with a certein big landowner, he sold him wheat. The wheat had to be
delivered at a given time specified in the contract. But when the
wheat wap delivered, the landowner was not home., As the transportation
cost money, the peasant kXwm could not abandon the wheat,mmit took it
back and sold it,

The landowner brought a suit against him. The peasant had a good
defense , and won the suit, The Judge even had the landowner pay
for the transportation. The same peasant wonm a second suit against
the same landowner the next year.

2, I don't know much of the Peoplafs Courts of 19L5-19L7.

i There were nany prisons in Aungary, in whioh the conditions were
very difficult and unhelthy, They were also equipped with the
most modern instruments of tortura.

Ces The Fungarian army.

ls Role plaved during the revolution,

I don't dare to speak too much of the army, as 1t disentagrated
during the revolution. The officers were cowarda, and nons among
them had the courage to fight, especially among those who were in
the Ministry of Defenss. The soldiers simded in most cases with the
peopls, “any fled from their barracks. This gave enthusiasm to the
freedom fighters and strengthensd them militarily, as they had now
trained men ameng their ranks.

I was not surprised by the army's actions; amky But I was surpriesd
to see s0o many cowardly officers.

2« Every=-day 1ife in the army.

1 spent one month in the army at Debreceh,in the summesr of 1956,

Wa bathed four times and had to jump six times in muddy ditohes.

Wa also learnsd how to drink burning cofifee, thia only during the
last thres days of our stay. We washed floors at least 30 times,

e also did some shootink with rifles and mortars. Most of all,

we had piolitical lectures which we all had 4o attend. Then we conld
all sit down in the fresh forests anl have a good restl

We were supposed to become resarve officers., There were rmrany peasants
among the officers, and some of them possessed a very low culturasl
level, Bafire us, students, they tried to show how intelligent they
were., Some had been sent to military schools because they sould'ni
enter any university. The political officers had the same powers as
the commandant of the regiment, The situation was the same in the
battalions and divisions. These officers were all CP members.
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2; The Pungarian feelings about the Russian Army are due to its
arrival in 1945, The tearist army of 1848 hed nothing in common
with the preasent Soviet army.

a
1 remember that kkm Russian soldler wanted to shoot my father, when
the latter tried to prevent him from stealing our last gooss. Other
poldiers intervened, but we lost the goose anyway. In our village,
they shot a man who refused to give them his wine. Then the soldiers
got drowned in the wine oellar. Some women were raped,

In my opinion, they were more afraid during therevolution of Qctober
1954 than in 19LS.

Relations between the Fungarian population and the occupation troopa.
1 don't know too mmch, but they were far from being satiefactory.
Arounfd 1950-51, two Runuiln soldlers ordered two complete meals

in & restaurant in Budspest, and left without paying the bill. Ths
waiter ran after them and hit ons of them with an empty bottle.

The passers-by helped the waiter, but after a short souflile, the
Russians escaped, In brief, tha Fungarians didn't like at all the
Russian troops.

During therevolution, the occcupation forces didn't show too much
anthusiasm in shooting at the Fungarians. I think many knew that
they were not doing right =% whenshooting at us, and some approved
our demands. I'm sorry wa didn't translate the 1L points into
Russiang ;

The fresh troops had more modern weapons. They didn't know the resl al-
tuation in Fungary. “hen I crossed a bridge on the Danubs, I heard

@ Russian tell to & Fungarian worker: " There &re so many Fascists

in Pudapest that we can*t get them all, but we won't shoot you,

because you're a workeri"

5« Yos to all six questionms. Im front of the parliament, ths Russian
tanks shot at the AV0, after one of their colonels was killed when
the secret policemenk opsned fire on the crowd.

Smmm A few Soviet tanks wers taken by Hungarians, who drove them
among the Russian tanks, thus ¢reating nmuoh confusion, Tha Ruasians
got panicky and began to sheot at each other,

I don't know of casss of individual brutality by Soviet soldiers
towvard Hungarians during the revelution.
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E. The bureanoraoy.

1. The whole administrative system was much too complicated. One
was always told by an office to go to another office. The functionaries

were simple rubber-stamps. There wore too many papers. The bureau- |
eraoy in the plants wes terrible. The administrative seotion would |
somatimes oocupy more space than the machinesl

Soms functionaries would try o help the people. Persomally,
T m>ver had too much trouble with any of them. T had no personal

frienship with any of them.

2. Self=griticism was just & good pleasantry.lts purposs waa to
have the people tell that they were willing to work better in the

future., It always enjoyed Rakosi's favor.

Fe It was always possible to get arpund some of the regunlatioms.
Thers was protection and there was corruption. For ex. a farmer has
a lisenss to kill = pig, and wants to kill another one, so he'll
try to get the condent of the local councll chalirman.

It was difficnlt to caboh the people, because toc many of them

did the sawme thing.

XIII. ASSESSMENY OF FUTURE PROSPECTS FOR FUNGARY

A, Fungary will never be a strong member of the Coomunist ocamp. If
the Russians continue to remain bhere, Mungsary's economie situation
and living standard will continus to deteriorate. Kadar's promises
wan't reiss the production, and the present economic polisy will
never compansate the losses suffered by the counntry, I doen't think
Kadar can stay too long in power. He ruins the couniry as well as

the peopls.

1 do hope that the Ruassian policy of foree will fall in Pungary.
In spite of the terror, the people can't be forced %o work inde-
finitely, and they will remain dissatisfled. I have no hopes,
only pressesntiments. '

(L) Passive resistance will continue in Hungary., The

° pecople don't
want a war, but they know that the ounly way to talk to the Soviets
is with the fist. They cam also hope that there will be some intepr-

:ninzgﬁgg::‘in the Soviet Union, but they might have to wait for

B. Before the revolution, I saw the followl
ng prospeots f
&) independence in the frame of a united Euﬁﬁpiph} in iz.ﬁungarru
frame of an association of the Danubian nations, similar to the
idea of the confederation of ZXossuth., I didn't think of war.



XIV. S0CIAL, POLITIOGAL AND BCC"OMIC IDTOLOOGY.

A. I want a democratio, free and independent HNungary.

B. Our foreign trade should be completely free. The production
must depend on the internal needs, not on these of the Soviets,
Production must be adapted to the existting conditions,

fungary has enough raw material and labor for light indus try, but
not for heavy industry. This should be develpped together with
agriculture. Production of instruments of preeision should be
developed,

(3) the national enterprises can romasin iam the hands of tha state

if they yield a rmood profit, the others should be sold to the

public. Former owners would get proper compensations, The collsctive

farms should be given in_rent or distributed among those who

want to oultivate them. 'he forests should be given to ?ha pescple.
in

Ao for the industry, the big enterprises sKould remain the hands

of- the state. with this source of income, plus thetaxea, the estate

dould insure the budget and pay its functionaries.

Small indvstry should go to private individuals.

0s If the govemnment sets a maximum limit to the amount of

land ons persom may own, this is no @ore democracy. The danger
of pomssessing too much land could be corrected wilth an adequste
taxation system. '

2. The government of an ind pendent Pungary.

1 wonld prefer the firat type of goverhment, because thes people
oounld go before latliament and claim for work umtil they would
get it. with the other type of pgovernment, they would have o
right to ~ritioise it , and the government could reduce their
salaries, and the people couldn't do a thing about it.

I would not outlaw the comiunist Party as long as %di& di doesn't
oppose the existenee of a free and dmmocratic Aungary.

G+ Internatlonal positiom for an indopendent Fungary.
Neutrality, like *ustria'm and Switszerland. Free forei-n trade.

I heard of the idea of & federation of Danubianststes from my h&story
teacher. Such a faderation co uld solve the problem of the
Danubian countries. I think many poople in Fungary like thils idea,

L. I do not find Mungary's present boundaries acceptable. Che border
should be corrected with Romania, the USTR Zarpatho~Tkraine),

and Cgechoslovakia (Kassa and Losonc). In a fmimex% Danubian
federation, the borders would become unimportant. One ohstaecla:

the popualtions are too mixaed.

The most important problem remains howsver the ereation of & free,
denocratio and independent Hungary.



XV. THE FORMATIOR OF PUBRLIC OPINION.

Aa
2. 1 d4d't know of Khrushohev's secret spesach,

3. I remember only the name of MoClarthy from a few press articles,
B. I knew Rakosi had a Mongolian wife. Fis earlier careesr was
wriiten, in embellished form, in the sehool-books. Fe was supposed

to have fought in 1919 in salgotarjan. But people who faught there
at that time told me that they had never met such a man,

Bs, I read sevaral newspaper , such as Sgabad H-p. Szabad Ifjusag

(Free Youth), the Lliterary Journal, Hepasava, Ssabad F8ld (¥reo Land).

£11 these papers could be found at the students' homeg.

As for the books, I read Hungarian classics, such as !iikszath, lMories,

and “renoh ones,like Palsza:, Stendhal, I read gquite a lot, because

I had to prepare sxaminations., Many books were written by Communists

without any talent. I remember the novel " Reconciliation" (I don't
remember the author's name) which von a Stalln prise.
(it was Tamas fcel.-Interviawer).

2. People ip FMungary real a great deal, but I don't know how
muoh and how often before and after Coomunlsn.

3. I didn't trust what the newspapers sifd. It contained nothing
but/news, but one tried to read betwsen the lines. ¥e wounld alaso
0 i*III} often'read"the opposite of what the paper saild.

Ve read sometimes "Pravdan at the Ruselan language course.

Thers were ne ''estern pxEsx publiocations. In that respeot, Hungary
was ocompletely isolated, Those whe travalled abroed were searched
at the border,

i. There wers bocks which were &n the index, and were plzced in

a special chest, It contalned relipglious books by Pasmany, and

also anti-oommunist books., In the libraries, thesaes books conld not
be found st all. Those who possessed them hid them at home, and
borrowed them from sach other.

C. All kipds of news was gilven by word of mouth. News about inter-
nal politics,foreign politics,economy, eto. People got %the news
from their friends. As for their remlisbility, thid depehded of
the person who told it, and of the nature of the neaws.

0f course, I did pass pass on information by word of moutihl What

a f?;ve quastioni

D» People talked sbout politiss? Lverybody, everywhere, from the
simplest man to the minlsters.
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ses/
F. I went often t6o the movies, and rsraly to operas or opercttas.
1 went to see all the new films., T liked a few Fpenoh, Italian and
Swedish films. I liked partioularly "One Sumner of Happinees" (Swedish/
and ap Indianfilm entitled "The Bum", I liked opemzs like'"Madame
Butterflyrand "varmen" and the ballet 'The Founbain of thl'altltt
Bakshl Seraglion. .

IVi. EVENTS OUTSIDE HEUNHGARY

A« I hoped during the revelution that a similar resction would
1. break out in the Soviet Uniom. I atill hope that this will
happen latar,

2 1 don't know the result of such free elections.

%. The top leaders of the Soviat Union aim at conquerimng the five
ocontinenta for Communism. )

Be 2. If free elecotions were held in Sastern Wurope, the communists
weuld lose them. In Hungary, the most opular of those countrises
1s Poland, the less popular, I don't know, maybe Crechoslovakia,
As for their standard of livinmpg, Csechéslovakia had the highest,
Poland the lowest. ;

0. The solution in Poland cannot be final, and T den't know what
the outoome will be.

The demonstrations in Budapest followed the events im Poland., Before
that, few prople knew what was going on in Poland., The Poanan riots
vers distorted by the communist presa.

5+ If I ansver "yes", because I didn't want so many people to dle,

yvou would thimk that I didn't want the end of Comnunism. If I say "no",
you would think that I didn't mind that so many Aungarians died.

This is a demagog's questiont

De Tito has bsen influential in Eastern Europe, because he showed
that it was possible to exist ind pendsntly from the Russians, and to
defy them. I knew that he would not help us duriag the revelution, the
momsnt he heard the sound of the guns in Budapest and of the collapae
of Coomunism, he was not happy.

E« 3. Yugoslavia is more independent than China. But China is more
independent than the Easterm Turopean states.

S. Wo opinien on the relations between England &nd Indie.

6o The invasion of Tpzypt influenced theevents ip Fungary. The
invasion crepated much bittornees in Pungery, becauss the nation
saw that the events of Sues wers mors important to the USA and the
Wesat thanm the revolution in Hungary.
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Fo West CGermany.

4+ I heard that ‘est CGermany's living standerd is very high, the
highest in Europe.

2. The West Verman Sooial Yemocratio Party sent money to the Red Croass
for the Fungarian relief.

3o For the moment , the atmosphere is agaimet a war in germany,

L. If Bermany wants to achlieve her unity, she needs an army te sup-ort
her denands.

5. The German and the Russian army can't be compared. The German army
was more modern, 1lts soldiers more oultured, though the 8.5. were
very oruel with those they didm't like. In brief, the Germans ares
much better socldiers than tho Russlana.

d. Western Lurope.
2+ No opinion about the British Labor Party.

3. West u-rnlny has the highest living standard, the lowest, I don't
know.

Mo The United Statas.

1. Yhat surprised me particularly was to see how many things the
Americans are wastinog.

2; The USA should threaten the Soviet Union pclitiecally, like the
Russlanas threatened the FPrench and the British during the invesion
of Lgypt. '

3. They should not recognise Kader's govemnement.

L. 0f course, the Hungakaina would like to ses mores Lestern visitars,
in order to be informed of the evnete outside the country.

S+ Yes, they would like to receive “estern books and periodicals.
5. It would not matter if Fungarain exiles are associated with such
activities and publicationa.

T« The Harshall Plan. I heard of i%t, and think it was some lipd
of loan to the European counntries.

8. I don't know why America became involved in the Korean war,

I. I don't know who is rieh and who is poor in the US. FAxere, the
poor are like the rich io Hungary.

2, The American trade unions possess huge economic powers, I alresdy
knew this while I waes in HAungary.

3.1 don't know what the crime situationm is in the US.




L. There are big differences betwsen Americam and Suropesn schools
and universities.They use different methids of education.

5. smeriezsx Those Americans I saw spent their free time playing
with pin-ball machines.

Jo Yes, the UN could have affected the situation in Hungary.
Hammarskjold could have come at least to Vienna or to the Ausirian

border, or even better, to Budapest when Imre Hagy was hpad of
the government. Maybe the Russians would not have attaoked then on

November L.

The United Hations should organise and control fres electlons in
Fungary.

XVII. ENOYWLEDGE OF AWD ATTITUDES TOWARD STLECTED PERSONALITIES.

A. The greatest living Hungarian? I don't know.
B. 1, Imre #ngr. I didn't have too much sympathy for him,

Cardinal Mindazenty. A great man.

Rajk. Reither & great man nor a martyr.

Gert. An idlet.

Kadar., A child.

24 Eisenhower. Pis hand was too weak in the Fungarian afffairs.
In Rungary, we called him "Elisenhaver” (haver, im popular slang,

meens friend).

Hammarskgold, Too weak.

Dullea. Hia policy is too ripgid.
FEden. Shop politician.

iruman, Ho opinion.

3. Mikoyan. Ho eopinion
Nehru. Gooed politiecian,
Chiang Kai-Shek. no opinion,
Ferenc llagy. Mot very popular in Pungary.
Reosovelt. Same opinien-
Adenauer. A man with a ke firm hand.
Stalin. He was orazy,
Malenkev. No opinion.
Franoco. L "
Bevan. I den't know him.
Thrushohev. A tourist.
Tito, A turn-ooat. :



Paron. No opinion.
Molotov. o opimion.
Churchill, An intelligent man.

XVIII ATTITUDES TOWARD EXILES AND EXILE ACTIVITIES:

A+s Those who escaped.

1, dany groups came out. First all,those who took part in the
revolution and would have suffered the concequences of 1it,

Those who were tired of thelir hard 1life under communipm; those

who could not find a decent living and were hoping for a better 1ife.
in the Yest. Thoea who for a long time, had been waltling for an
opportunity to leave tha gountry, and those who think they can help
better Hungary from abroad tham at home.

The refugees are mostly young and niddle-aged people.

The Communists stayed home, with those who were unable to escape,
because they had large families, or & siok relativas, efic. Those who
thought that they could do more for thelr country at home %han
from abroad. Maybe they were right.

Practioally all the young people who would have wanted %o escape
conld have crossed the border. But nmany stayed in thelir country.
Those who stayed home have no ressantment against those who lef%,

2. I don't know what percentage would have stayed.if all Hungarians
would have xumiswmisx had & chanoe to come to the West.

B:. I had rather little knowledge of the ex.le organisctions, I knew
of Frerenc Nagy and of his friends in the flungarian Hational Counoil.

I thought theses organizations were neceEssary,

3. I dan't think they achieved many results, but I belleve that they
trisd to do somsthing in order to win friemds and supporters for
Fungary among the other nations, by putting the ocountry's problems
before the interpational forums, and by informing the world about
the sltxuation and the develppmonta in Héngary.

I did not think much of the exiles during the revolution. But we
expected that they would always stir the consclence of the frea
worle, and bring Hungary to its attentiom.

Go Hop, I never mmk did meet asuch Fungariens. Those who went back varas
probably homesiok.

D. 1. The Budapest radio givwes felse news. Feople in Nungary
should be reassured about the fate of those who escapmed, aml teld
that they are treated decently.

2. They should also know that we won't let them down.

3. Those vho came ouf should first of z2ll lesrn the language of
the country where they went, inorder to become fully useful.
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They should show with their behavior, work and attitude that the
Hungarians can stand on their feet.

L. Alone, I couldn't do very much at the present.

5. I would not like to join an exile organisation as long as I don't

know them. I don't exclude the idea of an organisation with only
new reiugees.

6. I didn't know well the political parties before 1948, as I was
10 years old.

"hen the partles were revived during the revolution, I was rather
happy, because this meant real demooratisation.

The exiles could have sent home a few representatives. But they wers
not absolutely needed.

E. Own plans for the future.

1. I'1]l go baok to Vungary as soon as the country will bef free.
2« I don't want to have children in the US.

X1XZ. AUDIENCE REACTIONS TO RADIO ANWD LEAFLETS.
Ae Rld- io.

1, I liastened to VOA, BBEC, HFE. They were always Jammed (wha¥ a
8illy question to askl). I liatened during @ night, not wvery
often. I didn't tell othera everyvhting,because I didn'f belddve
everything elther. 1 heard mxmy stupld newa.

muoch
I had my own radlo, and listened to the news with others.

2« There waes not too much risk invelwved in listening to the broadcasts.
The spreading of the news was more dangerous. This waes called "agita-
tion for the ‘Yest against the ataten.

3. The news was not always accurate. I 1istened only to the news.
The fastest news was that of RFE, the most accurate, that of the BBC.

I did not prefer one station to the other.

li. The broadcasts had many effccts in Fungary. During the revolutioen,
we all listened to them. I wlsh I had never listened fto them now.

He were just dissapointed hour &fter hour. RFE mxs rendared a good
servioce because the news was able to reaoh the whole. country. It

gave very valuables, and very accurats information,
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it
5. RFE didn't promise any Jesterm help, but xkmy encouraged the
people,

i
6. Yes; RFE should continus to breadcast inte Hungary. Meny people
are intorested in the broadcasts,

To Programs t& be broadcast in particular:
News, without commentsy programs about life in Vestern Turope and 1USA.

Leaflets.
Bs I never heard the initials H.E.M. or of the Twelve Demonds.

Ces In 1956, I saw some leaflets in Hungarian, German and Tnglish. T
got them from friends

2. I heard of Free Turcope leaflets. Many leaflets also fell in the
Soviet Unlion. The Russians organised an exhibition of those baloons
(this was shown in the movies) and sent many notes of protestx.

3» 1t wan dangerous to pick them up, aven more danperous to oirculate
them.

L. In my opinion, these leaflets were useful.

5« One should continue to srop them, but only if they bring very
important news, not only pice words.

D, Today I don't know well why all these organisations broadoast
and sent leaflets into Fungary. “hen Mungary finally wanted to
break her chiina, the West let her dowm. I don't know all their
motives, but I think they are a3l trying to get Hungaryx out of the
Soviet empire.




IX. CHILD REARINC AWD DISCIPLINE

1, A child should be tonght %o love his parenta, his country, hia
mother-tongue. To hnor his fellow-men, to heve religlon, ald
to acquire basie intellsctual knowledga.

2, A child must be tought diselpline. If he lerans ail that, he'll
be a well educated child. TEE"E%FFHE& must have prestige emnoupgh

8o that their children will obey thelr orders. I don't approve
phyaical punishment.

Poys and girls should receive a differcnt treatment, as their
ways of thinking and their interests are different.

3. I was never punished by my parenta, I was very quiet and made
littls trouble. hen I once broke a pPlate, my father wes almoat
happy that I was doing something.,

L. The mother punkshsd the children of both sexes. Under Comaunism ,
her importance diminished somewhat, as she had to work.

$. Physical punishaent, before Comnunism,was abandonmed at the age
of 11-12 for the girls, 13 for the boysy punishment in general
was abandoned at 1k for the girls, 17 for the boys.

The intellectuals abandoned punishment firat, or often they did
not use physical punishment. The children of peasanta were punishsd
muoh more-

Under Communism, children had to be punished more often, as 1t

was Lhe oniy effeetive way to discipline them. FPhyaical punishment
vas sbandoned when the children began to go to school, between

the ages of 7 and 10.

6. Physical punishment before Communismy under Tomiunism, scoldings
only.

7. The charaocteristics I valune most in a friend BN

e should be modest and mot pompous, selfless, intellipent
apd with a strong will,
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CHARACTER DESCRIPTION:

Respondent is a worker's son who spent the last five
t:arﬂ away from his home and family. There is reason
believe that this situation, tugethﬂr with nega~
tive circumstances of the Communist educational sys-
tem, is responsible for his attributing so little im-
pnilnnce to religion, and probably moral values as

well,

Respondent appeared to be of the opportunistic type.
Thanks to his family origin and good cadre file,
succeeded in gaining a sion to a university. He
appears neithsr to have disliked Communism nor to
have spoken agninat it, and seems to have belonged
to those who "can auﬁgnrt soma ideology, or pretend
to support it, for their own interests, even if they
?un'§231w1fs approve or understand it completely."
PI

Respondent admits that he took no part in the fighi-
ing, and has no explanstion for this, His claim that
the students' role during the revelution was more &
political than a military one is contradicted by the
actions of many other students, He states further

. that he came to the West for fear of being deported,

t this interviewer 1 ns t ve that

he simply wanted to know the free world and was led
by the desire, legitimate in itself, to take & chance
and to ameliorate his material existence.

He is more resourceful than intelligent, and his be=-
havior during the interview revealed a certain tendency
toward uffﬂrtuniam. He was cnnﬁgrative and willing to
answer a uestions. On the whole, his opinions are
frank even if they show a certain degree of s€lf-con-
sciousness,



