ITI. CHRONQLOGY OF TERSONAL S-°2RIENCE, ETC.

On the night of the 22nd of October I was at home. I lmew about
the meeting at the Technlcal University in Budapeat, but I could
not attend.

On the morning of the 23rd 1 went to my office a8 usual. An as-
sistant orofeasor of the Technical University came to my office
and told me about what took nlace at the meeting of the atudents
the orevious day. 1T easlled together five young colleagues at the
office and requested the assistsnt vrofessor to repeat for them
what he had told me. We declided to cell a meeting of the DISZ
orgenizgation in our office. They all came immediately, willingly,
and the assistant orofessor renewed his scoount of the meeting the
oravious day. Ve decided to take part in the silent demonstration
and march to the Bem Statue, whish was scheduled for five o'clock
that af'ternoon.

A trades union meeting was planned for thet aftermocon, but the DISZ
group declded to allp the meeting and to participete in the demon-
stration instead,

We contacted the other drafting offices end flound that they too
were coming.

We were the Tirat ones €0 decide to teke part in the demonstration,
but 1t seemed that the other offices found out about the details
of the studenta' meeting about the time we did, We also leamed
that iIn some of the offices the sersonnel declded to taks part in
the demonstration jolntly. On bhearing this, we decided to go to
the manager of ocur office and get his consent to let the whole
office oarticioate in it. He agreed, and the whole o'fice declded
to take part iIn the allent demonstration 1in supvort of the ®oles.

Tha redio snnounced that the Ministry of the Interior had banned
the demonstration.

We got in touch, by telephone, with ths other planning offices and
doclded to teke mart in the demonstration desnite the fsot that the
Minieter hed banned it. Wa were almost certain thet this would bs
the sttitude of the atudents of the Technleal University slso. 'We
sent & colleague to the Universlty to check on what was golng on
and whst would be decidad, rnd to have him maintaln ccastant contact
with us by ohone. e 2lso contacted cther planning offices and it
wan declided whare wo should meet and from wheare to start in the
damonstratlion.
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There was not mueh work done in theofflece that day. Everyone waa
excited, I do oot lmow from where, but we got [red-whlte-green]
ribbons for our buttonholes.

At one p.m. the radic announced that the “{inister of tha Interior
had given permieslion after all for the demonstration to take place.

At 2:30 our offlce lined up. One of the section chiefs made &
spesch and stressed the importance of keeping thils demonstration a
silent demonstration.

Wie marched to Fem Square with great enthusiasm, and waited for the
Technlieal Univeraity atudents to appear, for they were the ones

who were really staging this demonstration. They were late in ap-
pearing. We found out later that thils was due to the fact that they
were not coming directly but marched threugh the city in order to
attract more attention.

There were many pecople there, Wo sang ths Hungarilan natlional

anthem, somebody recited a patriotic oopem by "etofi, the so-called

:inlura Magyar", a voem well-lmown from the 1848 Hungarisn revolu-
oh,

The “alffy barracks were also on Bem Square and sll the soldiers

were In ths windows looking on with interest. Somabody from the
erowd began to shout, "“ut flags on ths barrescks."” Some of the
spldiers disavpeared and ocame back with Hungarisn flags without
the Communist emblem on them. The erowd cheered thils, and the

gini;trjiaf Toreipgn Affairs, which was also on the Squere, fol=-
owed sult,

Ten minutes later we hesrd singing end an officers! school marched
uo. The companies conslsted of civilians and officers intermittent-
ly. The crowd began to cheer the Tungarian soldiers, end they in
return cheared the Hungerian workers.

After sncthar ten minutes or so, during which the nationsl anthem
was agaln sung and the Fetofl poem recited again, word went through
the crowd that the students of the Tecimical University were coming.

There was desd silence. The students, marching in order, slowly,
ag if In a funeral merch, The firat line brought the wreath, wihich
was later vlsced on the Bem Statua,

I do not kmow how many preople wera there, but in my estimation it
must have been several thousasnd. The students of the Budavest
Unlversities and othear collsges, etc., also took part in this
allent demonstration.
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“ater Veres made an speech Iin the name of the Writers' Association
and read thes demanda of that association.

An actor (I do not lnow his name) recited the "etofi voem. Hun=-
garien and Polish flags and th: Kossuth emblem were placed on the
Bem Sgatue., Somebody read the 1l points of the Budapest Technical
University students (ths ir damandav*

After that, we made an sbout face and went over to ths other side o
the Denube, to the Parliament., I also went with them, but turned
off to get my supner, after which I went back to Parlisment Square.

Before the “arliament there was a huge crowd. The feeling was very
elated. The me Jority of th: demonstrators were the students of the
Budapest Teahnical Univeraity. Hsre sgaln their demsnds were read,
the ncetional anthem was sung, snd the “etofl poem was recited.

The orowd demended Imre Nagy. There was always a delay. We were

told that he was coming, that he was already in his car, that he
was on his way, ate.

Minister Erdeil tried to address the crowd, but he received boos and
cat-calls, snd was not sllowed to apeak,

e lnew that Gero was scheduled to make a speech at 8:00 p.m.

All at once the lights went out, which caused great indignation
among the crowd. Fverybody yelled that this was & provocation.

I do not Imow whose 1des 1t was, but what heppened next was one of
the most unforgettable sights I ever exverienced. Somebody twisted
his Szabad Nep inteo a toreh, 11t it, and in & matter of saconds the
whole erowd followad suit, Withthe subscriotion to newspavers being
almost comdulaory, everybody had a newsvaper in his pockst. The
whole square was brillisntly 1it uen. The erowd scon ran out of news-
pavers, but & few torches wers made out of rags dioved iIn oil. This
w28 orobably the work of some of the chauffesurs or motor-cycle owners.
Later on the lights were turned on.

All at once an officer of an armored division came into the crowd
very exclted, yelling, "They are shooting the crowd in front of the
radio building, Come there quickly." Nobody believed him, they
almost beat him up, thinking that this was a provocation to get the
erowd to disperse from In front of the "arliament. Yellas immediately
want up, "Stiek together, stick together.”

later a truock came with young peonle on it. They showed us the
empty shells of tear gas puns eand tried to get us to go to the
radio bullding, saying that we were nesded thers.
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This again was susovected of being a oretext for getting the crowd
to disperse. Agein the shouts went uv, "Stick together."

After two or threea hours of walting, Imre Hegy finelly showed up.
He received many cheera and grest aovlause, but his spsech had
nothing in 1t.

We lmew that Gero had already made hls spesch. Even before his
speech, when we were coming over from Buda, shouts of "Down with
fero" were made by the demonstrators.

In his apeech Gero used very strong terms condemming the demon-
strators, branding them as fasclsts, etc. We saw that Gero hac no
intention of following the New Course or of making concessions,
and wanted to restore the old times. "e were informed of Cera's
spesch lmmedliately. Word spread through the crowd of what he had
sald.

In his speech Imre Nagy tried to calm us, tellinpg us to go home and
that the government would conalder our demands gnd start negotia-
tiona, and aoc on.

The pgenaral lmoresalon was that it had been a waste of time to wait
for MNagy. We booed him for his speech., But I remlized that Imre
Nagy was at that time still & private person with no power of office-

'g;hudr exvected the demonstration to turn into a revolution as it
d.

To ask what I felt or what others felt at the time of the demon-
gtration is in my opinion & stunid question. If aomabody waa
afraid then, he will not admit it now. :

At that time, nobody suaspected that these demonstrations Iin their
final outeoms would be world-shaking events.

When Imre Nagy finished his speech and the orowd tock up the ery
"Let's go to radio”, thsn I realized that there would be trouble.
I knew that such a wild crowd could not be controllad, and that
the government would not let them come near the radio hullding.

That waa the flrat time I realized thet the avalancha ocould not be
atopped.

We were very nalve and very young, and the older peopls were also
naive. We hoved to cause & change in the government, and that a
new government would malke concessions in the direction of the
national line, hut we did not dream of saverinz ourselvea from the
Soviet Tnion. Wobody could have hoved for that at thaet time.
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We thought that we would get the old Hungarian emblem, national
uniforms fa the army, a revisicn of the trade agreemsnts with
Rusasia, ete.,

"If the government had had a bit of sense, it would have disarmed
the revolution. The politlcians in vower at that time were so
stupld that they should be put on show for their stupidity. That
the revolution broke out end took the course it did was caused

80 per cent by the government itself. EGvery measure the govern-
ment took was at least one hour late., when the messure was no
longer of sny use.

About L0 ver cent of the demonstrators were young students, 20 wer
cent young workers, and 0 per cent cthers.

Concerning organization and leadership of the demonstration, I

can state the following: I lmow from a reliable person thst the
Militery Departmsnt of the Technical University issued instructions
before the demonstration telling the students how it should be
staged. This in a sense shows a certain centrsl leadership. Also,
the studants of the Technical University lithogravhed their demands
end these demsnds were distributed by students at the rallrcad
stationa to commuters, and were throwvn on trucks going to the sub-
urbs of Budapassat, where the Industrisl workeras lived,

I do not lmow the detalls of what the Instructions were, that is,
the instructions ilssued by the Militery Department.of the Unilver-
Bity. But I am certain that these Instructions did not includs
the use of arms or fighting, eto. It must have been only how to
effectively organize the demonstraticn itself,

About 30 ver cent of the demonstrators joined the deronstration
spontaneously when they saw the students aporoaching.

If the radio hed not enlled the atterntion of the vopulation to
the demonstration, by announecing that it had been banned by the
Minister of the Interior, not ten per cent of Hungary's pooula-
tion would have heard about it.

(B) I was not oresent at the radio btullding when the fighting
began. A grouo of demonstrators went to the radio wanting to
demend that Gero's snesch be removed from the vrogram. 1 heard
many versions of what haovened there, but I do not lmow exactly
kow the whole thing took place.

I, however, lmow from rellable sources that the firat casualty

was a Hungarian offlecer who recsived a wound in his stomach when
ne went Lo reacue a woman who was wounded in front of the building.
This of ficer died,
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I think thet the fighting began when the soldiers who were in

the crowd returned the shots of the AVH. The crowd immedistely
stopped cars and trucks, sending them to bring arms and munitilons.
These were brought in front of the Wational Museum snd everybody
could recelive a8 nostol or & sub-machine gun, whatever he liksd.

By thls tims there were also workers from Casepel and Ujvest among |
the demonstrators, snd they finally occupied the radlo building.

This was done with the ald of Hungarian tanks. By thet time the

studio itself was uselesa, brosdcasts were being made from the

central militaery bomb shelter in Buda (szilkla barlang).

I marched with the crowd from the Parliament to the radio studios. |
By the time I got there the fighting was already golng on, After

midnight, I felt very tired and sleepy, and for my sart I wert

home, although I realiged that great things were hapoening.

Vnen I came nsar the Marget bridge, 7 saw & large column of
soldiers nnming in trucks. The erowd was shouting, "Don't shoot
&t Hungarians,” The soldiers promised not to do so, although I
think they did not lmow what was hapvening in Budapest. They
were Just brought In from somewhere cutaide the city,

An Interesting thing hapvensd there, to which I was & witneas.

A truck was parked in a side street near the main strest on

which the army trucks were coming. Some of the crowd went to

the chauffeur of this civilian truck snd nersuadsed him to drive
into the center of tha roed, blocking the way for the army. He
dld so. Ths army caravan hed to stop and the crowd swarmed over
to the army trucks, arguing with the soldiars and versuading them
not to fight against fungarians. The soldiers vromissd they
wouldn't, Thay sald, "Dont worry, we won't shoot."

That night was the firat time I saw e copy of the "Sgabad If jusag"”.
Its headline was "The Streets Are Ours".

It was interesting to see a blue policeman nesr the bridge. The _-'::;.L'ff_.r'_r';‘\_._:_, %
DOOr man was very much puzzled and didn't Imow whet to do. The

crowd was giving him volitical indoetrination, but he was 2 very E}‘
puzzled man, and dldn't know what to do about the whole thing, o Ve
which he somehow thought was irreguler. _

The Elagnns were, besldes "Down with Gero", also "Russkies go
g:ma » 1 heard the term freedom Tighter for the first time next
Y

It is interesting %o relate what I heard from a reliable eye-witneas,
Ebiié;; took up arms when arms were distributed near the radio

u . He Tought that aizht. After the fighting at the radio
building ended, these zrmed Jcivilians loafed nruung for a time on
the streets. There was no slgn of tha AVO anywhers.
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My frlend went to the Stalin statue, later went home. None of thea
armed clvilians kmew what to do.

Next day word went around that the eivillans who had receilved
arms should report to the ¥ilian barracka (Maria Teresa barracks)
on Ullol Read. Many of them eooearad, but the army did not let
the elivilisna into the barracks, because that would cause too
much confusion. it weas agreed thet tho civilian freedom fighters
would set up their neadquarters in the Corvin bulldin; across

the atreet from the barracks, and that they would occupy the buil-
dings in thes vicinity of the barrscks proper. They were welcamed
by the families living taere, slept thers and were fed by the
families. So the Corvin building was the headguarters of the
civilian freedom fighters, and across the street the barrscks was
the hesadquarters of the army freedom fighters.

That morning nothing haooened for a time, but then my friend saw
& car avnproaching on the reoad. The freedom fighters stopped the
car; blue policemen were Inside. They were suspicious. The
freedom fighesrs dragged out the policemen from the car and, on
examiring them more closely they found that the occupents of the
car wers AVH men who had donned blue uniforms over their regular
AVH uniforma. TWhat havvened to them I do not exactly lmow,

Another interesting thing that haovened at the Killasn barracks was
the following: A caravan of army officers and men in two-thrae
busses and several trucics mnoecached the Kilian barracks. They
stooved, some dlstance from the building, got out, and under cover
ap-roached the barracka. The orowd surrounded them and started

to argue with the major In command and with the political officer.
It was of mo use, although it wae avident that the major was we-
vering In his determination. When the crowd saw that there would
be fighting, everybody went for cover but continued to wateh Top
what was takinc olace,

When the ma jor and his trogp were refused entrance into the buil-
ding, he orderad hla men tc shoot. It was interesting to see

that all the soldiers firec into the air. The neonla in the bar-
racks also notlced this, and a white-flagzed group came out of

the barrack gates and stopned half way mcross the street. The

wa Jor went up to tham. What they talked about my friend did not
near, but et the end ths ma jor gave over his sub-machine gun to

the aof flcers from the barracks. There was one shot. The political
officer had been shot from behind, and all the soldiers rushed into
the barracks and embracad the soldlers thapre,

This waa the first attack against the Kilian barracks, and the
government realigzed that 1t could not depend on the "ungarian
soldiera,



By that time the Ruesian tanks were elready in the clty. They
were grouped on the Nagyavarad 3quare, st the end of the Ulloi
Road. Prom there In groups of -5 tenks they shuttled to the
Killan barracks and back, shooting out their ammunition and al-
ways returning for more.

The soldiers In the barracks did not nave anti-tank artillery, but
the clvllians and the children came to thelr sid. The Molotov
cocktails were already In very effesctive use. The Russisns did
not dare to go into the slde streets, for thoss were vary dangesr-
ous for them,

Hven on the wider main streets the children out-tricked them. They

Dlased a bomb of exoloaives on the street, attaching two roves to
it. When ths tank came, noticing the bomb or mine, it wanted to
avold 1t, TNut with the ald of the ropes the children from the two
sides of tho street and from tha cover of ea2llars always pulled
the mine directly into the »ath of the tank.

Another thing the civilians, mostly children, dld was: They let
the tank Bo by, shooting its gesoline tenk with small arma, and
when the tank went further, losing much zesoline, thsy threw a

cocktail onto the tank, destroying it completely. .

The freadom flghters were very mobile in contrast to the bumber-
some Russisn tanka. The Russlans did not bhave infantry.

There was great enthusiasm from the very beginning because avery-
body saw that the Russien army could do nothing against us if the
Hungarisn army was on cur side. FRverybody reallssd that great
things were taking place, and events in 3udapest would have
great effect mpbroad, Tveryhody sat bteside his redio and watched
Intently what the Toreign broadcasts sald, what the official
satatements, snnouncemants, and so on were.

We were chlefly concerned sbout what wss taking vlace in CSR,
Romenia, &nd "oland. Ve resalized thet alone we could do nothing
but if they Joined us ve had much better hove.

The ma jority of the seople did not realize this In their slation
ovar the initisl sucecess of the revolution.

Haturally there wes fesr when we learned that the government had
called the Russlans to balp, but thies was overshsdowed by the
great resentment and anger againat the government for taking sudh
a sateo.

The veasanta did not fight, but they did what they were supposed
to. They brought foad to Budapast and refused to accept money
for it. The ovarticipsnts in ths fighting were primarily the
student 3, second the half-oroletarians from the eighth distriect
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of Budapest, lmown as "frangstadt", snd finally the industrial
workeras. The Tranzatadt group got out of the fighting when it
saw that things were becoming dangeroua., It must ba admitted
that thelir distriet suffered heavy demsgea from the fighting.

The above ranking does not include the army freedom Cighters,
among whom all olasses wera reuvresented.

Somethinz more about the events of that weelk, when the Russians
were out of the eity.

On the morming of the 24th I want to my office as usual. Nobody
worked, everybody was discussing the events of the previous day.

(I am a bit mixed up now sbout the actual dates.)

Next day was the day on which the lighting in from of the Parlia-
ment building ocecurred. That morning I stood in line for bresd
near my offics because quite unexpectedly bread wes obtainable
there. 1 went back to the olfice ancd we were theres together until
noon. The bridges had been closed in the meantime, I sould go
across to “eat omly by outfing on a white coat (the kind we used
in our office, and which is also used In hoapitals) ana saying

to the guards at the bridgs that I wes a hospital employsa, I
went over to "eat to Marke Street, where my girl friend was living.
This was quite near to the Parliament,

I must repeat that I was not an eys-witness, only an ear-witness
to what took place in front of the Perliament, but I got a first-
hend account from reliable pversons who were there.

When I went to Mario Street I saw that the "Winistry of Defense
was entirely surrounded hy Russian tenks.

In the flzhting whlich mss goin~- on inside the clty two Russian
tanks surrendeared, ths Russians Iin the tanks embraced the civilian
ponulstion (freedom fighterz) and these tanks led the demonstration
oef vecole toward “arliament Squsre. Vho was then 1n the tanks and
who onerated them I do not imow, but the Russian tanks were soverad
with Hungarian flags. They went through Alkomeny Street toward
“arliament Squere, which is sbout twice the size of Union Squers.
Peonle followsd the tanks into the Scuare, and it was half full

of veople. The AVH men from the surrounding buildings overlookimg
the square and the Ausslan tanks guardin the Parliament started
to nachine-gun ths crowd. The crowd suffered very heavy losses,
People were ‘standing close to each olther, and every bullst caused
damage. Several hundred casualtiss (dead) occurred, Parliament
Square 1s quite close %o larko Street, where my :irl frisnd lives.
1 saw the Russian tanks which were grarding the Minilstry of De-
fense close in on Parliament Square. I heard the firing, and 1 ka
evarybo.y else I [led In the opposite direction.
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The moat imoortant thing in all thils was that the Aussian tanks
without Russlen infantry were unable Lo control the Insurgents.
The Ruaslans suffered very heavy lossas. Whether for tacticsal
reasons or because they had to, they svacumted Budacest, but dug
thamaelves in arocund the city.

A new cabinet was formed under Imre Wagy.

To maintain arder the insurgents organized vrovincisl police.
The government began to estahlish bourgeois democracy. In the
next days at least ten new newsvavers avpeared. All the partiess
began to organigze, negotiations ware in vrogress concerning the
forming of a coalition, new elections wers vlanned, etec.

At that time we wanted the UN to send observers to Hungery and the
sovernment to start negotlations with the Soviets to withdraw
their troovs.

lmre Wagy stressed the fect that on the basis of squality he
wanted to meintain friendly relationa with the Soviet Union and
an indepvendent, free, democratic Hun « At this tims the na-
tional guards of the Inswrgents liquidated the still-resiating
AV) groups in the capltal.

The rural population, that 1s, the oeasants, were pouring largse
amounts of food into the ecantial, and were refusing to gccept
money for 1t,

At the airflield, a Hungarisn délegation was always there walting
to greet the UN delegatien, Regrettably, no one came.

Tinally ths radio ennounced that more Russien troons were being
moved Into Hunzary.

(C) Between the fighting -- thst ia, in the week when the Russisns
were out, -- I worked with the Informmtion Servise of the Techni-
cal niveraity. We had trucks snd loudsveakers going eround the
tuﬁibrnaduaating news and informatlion about food supplies to the
ol .

When the Russians went out I hoved that they were really going
out. Zveryone was so ootimistic at that t ime.

I learned of th2 Russisn re-invesion Trom the radio. My srimary
reaction was fear. I begged my friend to start immediately on a
motor bilke Wosiwerd, He wasn't wllling to come.
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I stayed in Tudapest until the end of Wovember. I left Hungary
on the 2iith, Until then I was trying to make myself as incon-

spicuous as vozaible. I had to walt to have an meceptable pre-
text Tor going officially near the border.

I am reluctant to disouss the detalls of my escavme to the West.
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IV. EX"FCTATIONS 0¥ WESTRRN HELP DUFING THE REVOLUTION

Everybody was expecting sid from the West, but no one was certain
what this helv would be or should be like., There was much talk
of a Ul force coming Into Hunzery. Ve alaoc honed that Austrie
would give un its neutrality., We homed that TN sanctions would
orove affective.

But there was really only one realistic hove: and that was that
Warsaw, "rague, Wucharest, and the other satellite canitals would
follow our axample. Regrefttably, they did not. Had they dons

8o our victory and thelrs also would have been slmoat certain,
and Moscow would have had to retreat.

At Tirst all our hoves were turned toward the West. But these
graduaslly dwindled when the Russlans came snd took over. My
attitude toward the United lNatlions cen be summed up briefly in
these three worda: they are nowerless.

Yea, I did have contact with pesonle from the West durin: the
revolution., T knew a girl from the Eritlish Legation. She was
very optimistie and eonfident in the United Nations. She en-
couraged us, saying that everything would be all riht, and she

" also sald that the Red Cross was soing to help everyone and also

esslist people In going West, should that be necessary.

My second contact wilth Westerners wae when I saw a long motorcedse
of Western diplomats, more than 30 cers, bedecimd with thelr re-
svective llags. The cars contained diplomatic personnel and
thelr familiea. They were going to fiustria in the week batwsen
the fighting. Everybody waeved to them snd cheered them, and the
general feeling waa that it was a fortunate thing to have hed
them here Lo witneas the events which took plaoce
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My father was a commerclal agent (salesman). He disd on the
Russian front during the war. We welre not rich reople. We
lived Ghe 1ifs of the 9etlt bourgeolsie.

My varents were divorced. Uy mother also worked in g Tudanaat
devartmant atore. She also worked before the wear and during the
war, as long as they let her do so because of raecial discrimins-
tion. Turinz the war she was deported snd died,.

I do not lmow how much she earned -- iIt's not lmportant, I was a
child of 1l then.

The questions concerning the earnings of osarents ond family membe s
I consider atuopid., No one will be able to answer them exactly,
due to the great differences in the -urchasing cower of the penge
end later the forint.

Helther I nor my family nor my ln-laws had proverty.

Both of my nsarents completed the gymnaslum in fYungary, which is
much higher than the high school gracduatlion nere in Amerlca.
Generally this 1s accented as the equivelent of st lsast two
vears of collepe.

(B) The question concerming social classes should be divlided
into two parts. Prom 1915 to 198 or the beginning of 1949
every clasa oxisted. The naticonaligetion of industries and
enterorises which came inte full atrength about that time
changed greatly the soelal structurs

I consider the intalligentsla s senarate social claas.

The canitaliats s3 a scclal clsss cessed, but they were able to
maintain a much higher atandard of living for a commaratively long
time even after thz2 natlonalization of industrles, ate.

I had no contact whatsocever with the oesssntry, snd very little
contact with the industrial workersa. I consider myansll to be a
mamber of the intelllgenteia. I also hed contact with the capl-
tallstic clasa, es my wncle, withwom I lived after my parentsa
died during the war, was an Industrislist, well-to-do. His
enterprise was maticnalized in 1948.

Peagant>y: As ] 8sald, I did not have very much contact with them.
I consider them to be good-hearted, cordial people, who like the
801l very much, are strongly netionalistic and work very hard
with a2 low standard of living.
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Industrial worlkera: In general there 1is s moderste right-wing
teridency smong them. Thay can be very easily Influencei are
not realistiec as a class. This all has historie reassona. The
many veara of intentional stupifaction in both directions and
their low atandard of living wers alsc conduclve to this.

Intelligentasia: strﬁnglg democratic, besed on mationasl traditions
and with & seneral love for fresdom. They are very talented.

The canitalists: If 1€ 1s popalble to state an sverage, they
are very enlightened, educated, and Intelligent.

The arlistoeracy: It i3 a good thing they do not exlst any more.

Concerning the resaction of the different classes to Communism,
8ll classes disliked, hated Communisam, with the exception of
about five mercent of the peasantry, 30 percent of the industrial
workera., Concerning the intelligentsia, well, it is difficult

to say how they really felt. Therswerse many of them who talked
the Party line but no one really knows how sincere they were.

But subsequent eventa vroved that none of them liked Communism.
Thet 1is, the pgreat majority.

The reasons fTor these reactions in the neasantry were the love
of the land., Among the industrial workers, low wages and low
standard of living; amongz the intelligentsia the craving Tor
freedom, the fact that they were not understood or avoreciated,
and the mere hooslassness of their situation.

These resctions did chenge. The stronger the terror was, the
mopre the resime was hated.

In my ovinion ths capitalists were hit the hardest by the Com-
munist regire. This is evident, thay loat everything they had.

In my opinion the ceople In Hungary are 100 per cent class con-
scious. Peonle do think of themselves as bslonging; to their
elass. Whether thils has changed since 1945 ... well, I just do
not Inow exactly what you memn under thia gquestion, but I think
no . ;

Concerning the degree of cless consciousnesa, I think that the
intelligentsia keeps together the most, that 1s, hels sach other,
The bourgeoisle had become united In thelr atruggles agsinst
oppreaslon.

Those nreviously consldered capltaliste asince the nationalization
of industry cad the abolition of the canitalistic class can now
be considered &s members of the Intslligentais,




U ‘=Y )

Concerning the ettitude of the differant classes to esch other:

The Induastrisl workers did not have as high regard for the intelli-
gentela as the pessants. The industrial workers ware sorry for

tha gaaunnta. but dld not care much about them otherwlse. Theae
quas 1:nl are very abatrsot and I bave little experience In this
respect,

I do not know how the Intelligentsia in general felt about the
other classes, but I cen tell you my attituds toward them: The
industrial workers were closer to me than the peasantry, I &p-
preciated them, but I did not 1llke their disinterest in culture
and education, and their low standard of living. I did not dea-
pise them or look down upon them because of thies, but I would have
1iked 1t otherwise, I positively did not like thelr strong ten-
dency toward the right.

Peasanta; I hed very little contact wlth them, My opinion is they
are very decent people; if they are not harmed they will not harm
others. They are satisfled with very llittle and work extremely hard.

There has been change In the general attitude of the claases toward
one another, The degree to whiloch the intelligentsis was avprecilated
was conatantly increasing.

The degree to whiech the various classas participated in the revelt
is the following: TFirst, the intelligentala, after that the wor-
kars, and lest of sll the pessantry. But thila i1s Just for the
eiviliana. All clesses were renresented in the army.

I did not ses peasants actumlly fighting, but on the ofher hand I
do not lmow what the situation was outside Budapest.

The students and the worker troops fought until tha very end. In
the firat phese of the fighting the participation of the industrial
workers was less than later, The lasding role was always played by
the studants,

The chances of getting ahead in Hunpary:

We must diatinguish here between ths period up to 1949 and after
then. T111 the end of 1948 or the bezinning of 1949 we had =
bourgeols democracy and everybody could acquire any kind of poai-
tion on the basia of his tanlant, It #as oossible to study, svery-
body was admitted to the schoolan.

There were certain adventages in belonging to the Party sven at
Chat time. The tendency toward dicmtorship wae already evident.
Key positione in government and in administretion wers all filled
with Communists from the very beginning. But for the time being
everybody had 8 more or lesa equal chance with the exception of
the ex-Pasciste whom they trlsd to isolate. But thers was a posi-
tive adventege In belonging to the Communist Party at thet time.
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ver, afcer the 1948 slsctions. we were orogressing more rapldly
toward Communist dictatorshin. FEconomic tightening, nationaliza-
tlon. of industriss und entersrises made it mora difficult to get
erhead,

Simultaneously, nurerus clsusus was introduced. That meent that
only warkers and w=asants were admittad to the universities and
schools of highsr sducation., The ohildpen of the Intelligsntsia
wers admitted only in very small numbers.

This volicy apainst thae Intelligentels bloocked the WAy to sconomic
advancement. Thera followed a genaral deterioration of the escono-~
mic. situation. The Incomvetence of the economiec isadership, the
lack of understanding on their nart, the Russlan colonial voliey,
blocked the way to sconomie advencement .

After 1948 talent and lmowe-how pleyed & minimal role in advance~
ment. The Impertance was nlaced on erty membershiv. A talented,
gifted non-member was not able to get shead. The only axcsotion
was among tha ovominent svortsmen, first-rate artists, and first-
rate scientista,

Concerning changes in soectal mohlility, T have alresdy snswerad

thls question abpve. 2 ochanze 135 evident after 10kLo, “uring the
last three yeaprs the intelligentsia wes battsr esnrecliated because
thay were nseded Tar the sconomls reccnstrustion nrogram. Prom the
baginning of 1?55 they were fully sv»reciated,

Concerning what kind of =an is most likely to get ahend; Tha man
"who has no gtorach” (ore who ecan swallow everything), The ago-
tistical ovareon, the smbitious prrson, the one without character,

As in other soecleties, zlso in Hungary there are vsonls wvho get
more from society than they deserve. These ere the: industpial--
worker--aristocracy and ths masent-aristoeracy. Also the raliable
nigher govermment offielal, the AVH and top militery officers.




VI. TFAMILY LIVE

Yes, Communism did affect family l1ife. The etendard of living
wad low, There wss a struggle for the everyday bread. This had
A& negativs effect on family life. No matter how many children
there were In the family, the mother also had to work. “racti-
cally from the very moment of its birth, the child was sdncsted
tl'j' the ﬂ-tﬂtﬂw

rﬁinauainl hardship, the dissersal of the femily sconar or later
undermined the harmony of family 1lifa.

But on the other humd, the fear and Insecurity joined them closar

_Together.

iy opinion is that these affects on family 1life ware undesirsble,
and that Communism affected the family life of all classes slile.

Yee, Communism has changed the way children are hrought uv. The
influence of the oarsnts has become entirasly uncertain.

In the schools, from kindergarten on, the children were exposed
to constant Commmnist Influence. Ths nerents, who are working
ell day, attemot Lo counter-balence this Influence st home. Ths
result 1s that the poor child is comnletely confused. At homs
he axnerisnces the sxaet oovvosite of what he haza besen told ell

day at school.
This 1s the game ﬁith girls and boys slke, end In all age groups.

(2) Yes, during ctha last ten years children have besn inclinad
to obey thelr marents to & lesser degree than nrovicusly. This
avolles to all fislda, This is self-evident. I refuss to dls-
cuss this in detail.

Yes, the changes sre the same in &£ll social clesses, all c¢hildren
of &@ll classes go to the game schools.

There is mo difference in this resvect among grads school or high
school children nor does the degree of education of the parant
come into conslderation,

() Courtshiv, marriage, and sso on.

Courtship: I can tell about thise only ae far as the bourgeoisie
18 concerned. FEconomic nd finencial considerations have changed
the oattern of courtship -- fewer gifts, less frequent sntertein-
ment, and the demands of the younger veovle have alsoc lessssnad.



U vi/20

Conecerning the spiritual, not material, espescts of courtship.
there are no changes,

arriage: Marriege 1s a hopeleses oroblem. Both of them are
working and 1t ls so difficult to orovide & homs,., Desnite thia,
the number of merrisges hes incressed. This must bs due to the
instinctlive turning to one thing -- %o belong to someone in this
era of ovoressien, and elso to the desire to simnlify the amall
dalizhte of 1life, And there also is the slogan, "Two cean live
cheaner than one if hoth ere working."

Divorces have been mads more difficult in recent vears than they

wers before the war. Althouzh immedletely after the war the Com-

munista, in order to win vooularlty, loosenad uo tha divorce laws,

Immediately before the revolution, the new era aholighed some of

g?ﬂ restrietions introducsd Wy the Ralcosi regime in order to curbd
TOrCae,

There is no chenge in Lthe way young seovle meet nnd get to lmow
gach other, “ra-marltal sexual Intsreourse is _enersl, the
number of illegitimete children is dangerously high., This later
i8 the result of the draconlc laws iIntroducad vy lilnister of Wel-
fare Ratko, very severely nunishing sbortions. Troohylactics
vere avellable at all times. This so-callad "fanlly protection
law" was & curse under thoss sconomic conditions. GChildren were
born one sfter another, and the parents did not havs anything to
give them to eat.

Jafore the revolution the question of abortions had also changed.
You could e ve an abortion serformed at any hospltal or ssnatorium |
not only on medical bubt alse on sociel andi eaonomic indicatlons, j

The effacts of wer on sex, stc.: The effectas of war are the same
everywnere, the same in Jasan as in Tunzary, The lopsaning of
sexusl 1i1fs 1z a natursl consequence ol war.

Ves, thers was sacret orostitution iIn ®Wudaveat at tHs time whan
prostitution was of flolally abolishecd, but »rostitutes were
availeble at all times for the foreigners living in the fashlonsble
hotala., This was offisial,

I do not know whether thepre wae eny oven discussion in n=wspapers
ete. about saxusl wroblems, and T do not know whet the officilal
governrent poliey in this field was,

Concerning the Communists and thelr sexual life, I think that they
ara human belngs like averyone else, ond have the same instincts.
(e considsred ths gusstion ridiculous.)

Yos, Commmnlsm did affect frisndshlp. Zverybody !est the company
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only of his most Intimete friends. You had to be esraful, end
alwaya on guard with resmcot to everyone else.

ilost of the people Joined the Communist "arty not ocut of convic-
tion, but beceuse of economic necessity and also because of ad-
vantages. Thils was evident in the nerson's famlly cirele and
also to his frisnds, in most cases. Therefors Communism did not
affect frisndship to such en extent,

If a Zood Pfriend should join the Commmist "arty, this would have
no effect on our friendshiv unless it became evident that the ner-
son was talcing the ®arty line sericusly. If a serson joined the
Communist "arty from convietion, he would isolste himself {rom
about 90 oerecent of his vrevioue cirele.

In sueh & cese, 1t would be imnoasible to continua ths Triendshilo
and not bring nolitiecs into 1it,

Criminality has dropmed under Comrwmisam, Control and the cvolice
ersa more sffective, and with the inervase in tha deares of thair
effectivenses it wes more and more difficult to commit common
crimes. On the cther hand, the osublis did not Inow much about
crimes and oriminality. The vevers did nob write nbout them, =
man could Be murdersd In the next house, and maybe you would not
hear about it et all,

The number of crimes sgainst oroperty (that is, theft, robbery,
gmbazzlement, misapprooriation of funds, ete.) increased ss=
Euninllg with resogct to government proverty. Crimes agsinst

oudlic” property were very atrictly nunisned, more strictly than
crimes committed agalnst the oroperty of orivate individualas.
Police were afficisnt., This wee due to the fact that the blua
police had a very larse stafl! of olainclothearen.

Aleoholism: “sople drink ruch more than oreviously, especially
™im.

Under hoolliganism T mean juvenile dsl'nguency. I don't think thers
is more or lass juvenils delinqueney than enywhere else in the
Weat. In my oolnion this i1z the resu’t of wapr,

Under hooliganism, T also mean loafing in erowds, ranzs, and so on.
I don't thinle that this questlion has heen exagceranted., I deo not
imow Tor certain,

The catse of this 1s the war, the tense atmosohers, the "modarn
ege”. The chlldren have a much zreatar onsortunity for sll kinds
of sllly thiags.

Hoolipanism has not muea to do with sccial classes and accial




U "."Iﬂgi-b

origin. It is a question of inclinatlion which ean occur in any
class,

How old are the hooligans? Thie is a dumb question., If we are

talikcing about Jjuvenile delinquents, thair age is already expressed
in the term.

Under hooliganism I mean only criminality,

It is a stupid question to ask what the parents do, They probably
weep. I don't know detaila or faets, but I think nobody is very
happy if their children act in this way .
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VII. RELIGION

Communism did have an effect on religlous 1life. People in general
furned more inwards, They were religlous in their hearts, with
leas outward expresalon,

Communism does not prohibit religion. Churches were open as be-
fore. The churches probably heve lass property and money.

I was too young to notice what the situation concerning religion
was before the war. I cemnot make a scomparison, but in general
the churches were alweys crowded after the war,

At one time it was sald that m ople going te church were watched,
I do not lmow whether this is true or not, but it is true that
exaggerated religious feeling wes a handicap.

I do not lmow any detalls of actuml ianterference.

They did use religion for political purposes. For example, the
Mindazanty trial,

The Catholic religion was the hsrdest hit, because the Gmiutnl
consldsred it their zreatest enemy. -

The Catholics were hit the hardest and they opposad Communism
mostly not openly but with allegoric r~efersnces 1n sermons, but
very often they were outapoken in thelr attecks on and eriticilsm
of the Communist regims,

I do not lmow what effect Communism had on the Protestant Church.

Concerning the Jewish religion: All religions were oppressed,
and persecuted, without excemt ion.

I refuse to discuss my religious beliefa.

In my opinion people are more religious than before,

The Churech should be sntirely separatsd from the state, snd
entirely free to do its own work. It should iInterfers very little
in politica,

Concerning religious schools, that should bs settlad by what one
llkes -- fresdom to choose to send tha children to tha state
schools or to parochial or church schools,
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I think that the churches aan form the opinion sconcerning such
matters as moral ocodes, movies, and 8o on, but tha censorehip
of these Bhould not be left to the churches,

Concerning the Jews in Hungary,their schools were taksn nwny juat
like the other church schools; exaggerated religlousness on their
part was Just eas bad & point as In the case of paople belonging to
other religlma, Religion 1s religion, end Communism does not
tolarate the beliaf in God,

What the situstion of the Jews was liite before the war and durling
the war -- these are facts which evarvbody knowa and therefore I
em not willing to discuss them.

After the war: Since the Jews, because of their occuvations and
thelr class position, belonzed mostly to the intelligentsis, to
the bourgeoisie and the eapitaliste, they were affected the most
by Communiam.

1 did experience anti-Semitism in Austiria. 'y experience was the
following: The Jewish church wes able to provide more material
assisbance to the Jewlsh refugees, which might have ewoked the
envy of othera., As‘there was in Austria an oprortunity to ex-
press their opinion after the oppression of talk and eriticism

* In Hungary, some people =-- a very few -- used this opportunity
to express their disliks of the Jewa.

It must not be forgotten that the Jewn who remained alive at the
times of the Russian ocoupatlon in Hungary in 194)-L5 owe the Rus-
sians thelr lives, At the beginning there was sympathy for the
Russians. [Later th: Jews reslized that even though tlelir lives
might not be in danger any more, economically Communism mesens the
same kind of oppreasion for them that Fopelsm did.

During the past ten years the Jews cane to hate the Communists
more and mora.

It is a regrottable fact that there were many Jews in the Party
leadership of the Hungarian Communist arty, but on a veresntage
basls tha numbar of Jews in the Communist Party wes lower than
the vercentage of other religious denrminetions,

The Hungarian intelligentsia had & considerable nercentege of Jaws

evernl at the time of the revolution. S&ince tha intelligentsian plaved

the lsading role in thes revelution, ir this way the particluvation
of the Jewa 1n the revolution was alsc great.

To my imowledge, szome o the underground Zionist groups in Hungary
camé out into the open during the revolutlon and fought togethsrp
in groups.
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. Jews are not afreid of mn Indepondent Rungary. They fear only
Fascism, If the new independent Hungary would be Fascist, then
certainly Jews would be opposed to 1%,
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VIII. HUNCARIAN YOUTH

Hungarian youth would inelude people from 13 to 30,

i I
i

| In my opinion the Mungsrian youth led the revolution end played |
g8 leading role before the revolution, during the demonstrations,

E.nd in the fighting, <3
Why?

Should this be explained? By 1ts very naturs youth desires free-
dom and indspendence. The Communiast rezime laid greatl emphasis
on the stupifioation of the youth, ageinst which the Rungarian
vouth cvenly or subconsciously resisted. Ths youth wes the group
which can be organized the best into & collective llving-~together,
and youth has the greatest asbundance of energy.

The older people looked upon the Hungerien youth with admiration
and concern., 'Thay admired thelr heroiec accomplishments,

The youth did not pay much attentlon to the views and opinions of
the older people. During the revolution some of the young fighters
wersa not home for weeks, and it must be rememberad that none of
them ever saw cowboy movies, and detectlive films, nor could they
read about such th.infs during ths past ten yeara., What tThe Hun-
garien youth accomplished was not done from a desira for adventure,
but it was dus to suppressed sentiments which exploded. This was
the driving lorce behind the revoluticn,

[VIII-C: I do not wish to enswer the last part of thes gquestion,
as we have already discussed it,]

The level of education has conaiderably declinsd durlng ths past
ten years, Despite thia fact, the Hungarlan students were com-
pallsed to devote most of thelr time te their studies, and had
very little time Tor recreatlon or amusement, They were over-
burdsned with a lot of superfluous sub jects and clesses. For
example at the university: gymnasties, 'larxism, Fussian language,
militeary sclence, sto.

Restrictions on vocational cholice: If somsbody wanted, foxr example,
to ba a doctor, it was a 90 ver cent bet that he would end up et
the school of agricultural sciences, J¥ow the cholce was made I do
not lmow. There was complete confusicn in this Tleld.

Concerning the teachers and orofesgsors: At ths universitles there
was one politieanlly rellable professor or asslistent professor in
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sach department, In the nomination of many a mwofessor political
arientation and not scientifiec qualifications or lmowlsdge was
the orimary consideration.

lany of the ore-war staff ware still amployed, but their general
level declined. The niveau of the uriversities was much lower
because many worker and peasant students had to be admitted, end
tl'u;a did not have the qualifications required for university
stu len.

Youth oarganigzations: The ourpose of the DISZ was propaganda, In
general the orimary purpose of svery Communist organization is to
occupy as much a8 posslble the free time of the members, not to
leave them time to think. They want to mesmerize their political
views and alogans into the members.

Membership in the DISZ was compulsory to anyons who attended
school. The Communists did place much emphasis on orgenizing the
younger children. Thers waas no differsnce among the ohildren
according to age or sex. The groups wera of both sexes.

The ectivities of the youngest age group was generally the same
as of the youngest group of boy scouts. Otherwise the DISZ groups
functloned more or less es political clubs (very poorly and super-
ficlelly because of the lack of interest of the members). The
opinion of the members was diveraified. It is hard to generalize.

If somebody disregarded the DISZ, there were dissdvantages sttached

to this, For example, difficulty in advancemant in studles, gra-—
motion in the office, e, (The age cailing in the DISZ was 20.)

There was much grining, etc. in the DISZ, esvecially in the time
Just before the revolutlon, Befors that open opposition was en-
tirely supuoressed.

It is true thet sports are very Important in Hungary. I myself
went in for sailing. The advantage to this was that I could sail
practically without sost on Lake Balloton. Sports in general are
mors popular than before, and much cheaper than before the war.

The Communists did use sports for volitical purposes: 1t took
the attention of the people from political questions end, on the
other hand, there wvaw the M.A.K, movement, which served orimarily
military ourposes.

It 1s entirely true thet the Communista devoted much time and ef-
fort to the indecotrination of their youth.

Why they falled? Well, I myself exverienced the great difference
between what the Communists taught snd what was in presctice. (By
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this I am not accepting Comrmuniat ideoclogy to be right and cor-
rect, but even so,. Dictatorship send oppression cen never bea
more populsr to the Hungerian or any other youth then freedon and
liberty.

In 1947-48 Commnism was very popular among the young veopla. The
practical interforence of Communism into everyday life was not Telt
8o abtrongly at that time. That was only the beglnning. The youth
will always accept ideals and fight for them until they become con-
vinced that the ideals are false. The Commmists' doctrines of
liberty and sqquality sre ldesl and acceptable, but not in the way
they put 1t Into practice,




I¥. MAJOR DISSATISFACTIONS AS FELT IN EVERYDAY LIFE,

In my opinion the ms jor dlssatisfactions were the following:

1) "he constant decline in the etandard of living,
2) Soviet Commmnist colonlal policy.
) Complate splritual ovpression.
} Primitive political menifestations being compulsory.
) Being sealed off hermetioslly from the Western world.
6) Confinement to place of residence and work.
7} The sanctions of dictatorship.

Question B is foolish, I answered this already just now,

The Communists have abolished Hungarlsn natlonal holidays. The -
troduced entirely Russian uniforms in the armed forces, They falsi-
fied history and placed Hungarlan works of literature on lndex.

My feelings about this, this 1s slso a etupld question.



X. THE ECONOMIC LIFE

A. As I am unmarried, or rather divorced, I could get along some-
how on my englneer's sslary. But I could afford to buy a new suit
only once a year, I rented a room; I ate my lunch - as everybody
else who worked - Iin thes office, this was not too expensive,

Concerning luxuries, Do you meen attainable or unattainable lux-

uries? An sttainable luxury was to spend 2 weeks on Laks Balaton

in the summer. An unattainable luxury was g small apertment of my
OWTL 4

The housing problem caused me the most difficulty.

Adter 1645, I was living with my uncle, who - es I said before -
was a wall-to-do man, for a time even after the nationalizetion
of industries and enterorises. So this weas excevtional and
should not be considered as a basis for comparison.

Yes, I can recall & famlly which lived very well indeed. The
father was & small craftsman, in which trade I am unwilling to
t811 you. For his family he could provide & vre-war bourgeoisie
way of living - everything with the exception of Toreign travel,
Jewels, etec. This famlily was able to live as it did because the
father was & very skillful man in his trade, He was not national-
ized and worked with ona o two employees.

The standard of living In Hungary waea the result of the following
fagctors: Ruasian sconomic policy, Inaxperienced top economic
leadership, the complets copying of Soviet means and ways without
any criticism. The lesser leaders and officilsls In economle life
were chosen not on the besis of what they knew, but on the basis
of thelr party membership and political rellability. Anothap
important factor wes that the emphasls was Baid on heavy industry
end production was geared to satisfy war alms, Also our foreign
polley and foreign trade were absolutely bad,

My income immedlately before the revolution was 1800 forints ver
month. This was my salary, working as a c¢ivlil englneer In a
government planning office. Deductions for trade union fees and
plan loan inetallment paymonts, etec., totalled 18% of my salsry.
My premiums and extra vay were insignlificant.

In 1950 my monthly png was 190 forints, in 1952 1t ;gn 1,250 ft.,
in 1954 4t rose to 1,600 forints, and finally in 1956 I ' reached
the salary of 1,300 forints per month.

Thesa ralses ineluded some general ralses as well., "ut mosatly
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they were due to the fact that they inecreased as 1 wes nrogressing
in my studies. 1 attendsd night classes and worked by day.

C=1. I don't% ¥now, T think there was no difference in nrices
(state store orices, markst, commission stores, etoc.)

Everything was always obtalnable, only there was & difference in
price. Of course this does not apply to such things es oranges,
eétc, Such things were never to be hsd. The quantity of -oods
changed, bulb thelir quality did not.

There was always trouble with the distribution of goods. This
was because of the large-scale bureaveracy in economic life and
because of the state monopoly systems in distribution.

There was black market trading to a minimal extent, but I do not
Imow much about this,

Bottle-necks and tle-uns did occur in distribution dus to ineffi-
¢lency and bureaucracy. In general, however, commodities were
always abtainable and everywhers.

It was diffihult to pet standard spare sarts. There was always
troudble with such things.

There was no spollage of food.

There was no shortage of goods; perheps some commodities were
g0 high-oriced that they were not to be had for this reason.

Shop windows wers always full, but there was no money to buy

things.

I have talked about the avallability of goods above.

I can tell you very littles about the bleeck market and about undesr-
the-counter sales. But there was alevays "protectionism" (pull,
influence) in trade.

I do not know how the black market wes organized, about the qualiy
of goods on the black mrket, or ambout black market vrices.

About the under-the-counter sales: ESometimes it happened that the
retail outleta "linked" goods. Something that was much in demand
could be had only if ths customer also bought somsthing which he
did not want, but whiech the stores were stocked up in.

I do not know how dangerous black-marketing waz, I believe 1t was
prosacuted,
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D, I was employed as & civil sngincer by a government plenning
of fice (drafting office?)., I worked 45 hours a week. I slept

7 hours a day, but sometimes only 2. It took me only ten minutes
to wallk teo worle,

I waild have 1llked to be & mechanleal enginser, but I was admitted

only to the general engineering schocl. I chose my job; there la
a shortage of englneers also in Hungery.

I was on very zood terma with all my collsaguea, and alasc with
my superiora. I reepected their knowledge, I wasn't frightened
by them, and some of them were very competant. In general I was
satisflad with my Job and my work. My fellow-workers were very
good &t thelir work, and the superiors expressed thelr pralse of
good work avery t'me, This was not cfficlal oralse or orizes for

production quotas, and so on.

The worker vacation orogram of the Hungarian government was ex-
tramely good, This 1s one of the gocd things of ths bad reglme.
Soclal securlty was compulsory in gerceral, but 1t wasn't =-- that
is, the medical care -- conscientious. It 18 basically a sound

idea, but must be better organiged., I do not know much about the

pension system or how 1t ooerated.

E. I do not know mach about country 1life, as I have always lived
in the city. I prefer to llve in the city. I belisve that In
the clty the general standard of living is higher, and that po-
1itically the situmation tiere was safer. In the country there
was always trouble because of the collsctivization program. When
collectivigation was first introduced in Hungary I thought 1t
would have a very detrimsrtal effect. I can naver lmagines the
Hungarien peasant glving uvo his inbred way of living.

The oresent collectivized farm system in my opinion is very bad.
It could have been sccomplished only on the basis of voluntary
cooperation. Asa It 1a it 1s good neithasr for the gzovernment nor
for tha people.

In my opinion all the peasants, repgardless of how much lend they
had, objJjected to collsctivization in the same degrse.

I did hsar about the collectlves belng dissolved. Everybody
heard about thla and talked about it. The reason Tor this was
the virtual bankruotoy of the collectlives and the lack of in-
teraat on the nart of the members. .

I I were an agricultural worksr in Communist Hungary I would
praefer to work on a private farm.

I would liks to sse Hungary under the agricultural system thsat
prevalled after the land reform. Thnt 18, bafore the Comminist

T ———"
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. collectivization program atarted. In my opinion, only intenasive

small farms should sxist in Hungary, with extensive irrigation on
a cooperative basis.




XI. THE POLITICAL LIFE

Politics always lnterested me, but before and during the war I
was only a chlld and do not remember much about politics at that
time, ;

I never was a member of any polltical party, but I sympathized
wlth the bourgeois radieal party (the Supks party). The orogram
of this party 18 expressed in its name,.

As I have no famlily and I was too young to remember the timea
bafore the war, I cannot tell you anything about the political
views of my immediste family.

My viewa on the Cormunist Party befors 1918 were the same as they
are today. My attitude toward the Communist Party before the war
1 cannot stete, because at that time I was a chilld. My visws
since 198 have not changed,

B, T have already told you my visws.

In my ovinicn Commnlst Party member®s could be classified as
follows: members by conviection (idealistin Commmlists)} cereer-
ists; petlt bourgecis membsrs who are alfrald of losing their iobs;
and finelly, primitive people who :can be easlly influenced.

I had no actusl contact with Communists., I Imew no Communist
members., I have slso stated why people bscome Party members and
what their attitudes were toward the party.

Party policles did chenge during the last eight yeara, constently,
It would take too long to desaribe the actuml changea, and people
here know them just as well as they do at home,

In general, the line of Party policy alwaye was influenced by
every-dey foreign and domestlc political end sconomic exigencies.
Even if thils meant a re jection or contradiction of what the Party
said Jjust two weelts ago.

My views on thess changes I have already stated sbove. Thias 1is
not & sevarsete question.

These changes were dus to instructions from Moscow.

Yos, I vms ewarea that therse were factions Inside the Party and
that there was strife within the Zarty.

It 12 a stupid gquestion to ask whether arty members were satis-
fled or not with the wey the ®srty was polng. If they were not
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satisfled, they had to keep their mouths shut anyhow. Otherwlse
this 1s something about which it 1s not possible to generalize.
There may havs bean some menmbars who liked It, and there wers
those who didn't. That 1s all there is to 1t.

There is no ooposite aquestion. One who does not mccept the Party
line is just kicked out., It was always stressed that they wanted
débatas, construstive eoriticism, ete.. In reality all this was
only theoretie. In reality, what the Party sald was sacroaanct,
end had to be obsarved,

By the ton lsaders of th> Communist Party do you mean the lsadexrs
of the Hungarlan Commumiet Party?

The ir taslc was to execute the instructions of Hoscow. Thdr alm:
to create a social system such as would be desirabls for the po-
1iticel aims of the Soviet Union. It was the duty of the Party
leadership to regulate everything within the country (by this I
mean both politiesl and economic factors), in compliance with
the damands snd Interests of the Soviet Union.

-

Rakosi snd his caebinet were the followers of Moscow uncondition-
ally. Thelr only alm was to keep themselves In vower and to create
and oreserve Commumism in Hungery. In general, all top Hungarlan
Communists were the puopets of the YMoscow rezime. It is oossible
that there may have been one or two idealistic Communists among
them, but they tooc became Intoxilcated with thelr sense of power.
Otherwise, they were just the same human beings as anyone @lse.

I have discussed the motives of the Communist leaders and of the
rank and file above., But it 1s a mistale to taks these morpls
under examinatlon as if they were some naw specles of animsl,

They are the same kind of humans, they too have mothsrs and fathers,
and o on.

C. Thars wes oppoaition to Communism. Was there ever any dlo-
tatorship under which there was no opvosition? If so, then 1%
would not be a dictatorship.

Ovvoaition in general was vasalve. Everybody opooséd the regime
who did not like it. Thia was evident, and ceople talked about
it, unless socme stool plmeon or some susplcious oerson were thers.

Thia was not really resistance, only vpassivity. Explicit atrikes
wora muite out of the question. Everybedy had to pen up his
thoughts within himself.

It 15 etupnid to ask when opposltion was greater or less, This
always depended on thz degree of op-ression, When oopression wae
greater, oovosition was greater, and vice versa., This is only
natursel,
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. According to my knowledge, thers wers no such evident signa of |

oooosition as could be noticed. There was general dlssatis- |
factlon, and there was hatred for the regime. Of course there

were the conspirscles. These did show opposition. I do not re- |
member when and what kind of groups were arrested and tried for i
conspiracy, but almost svery two years the secret pelice uncovered |
some thing that was muoh palyed up in the vapers., This is the best

evidence of resistance. There was the Ferenc Nagy conspiracy,

there was the Grosz case, ete., Just before the ravolution a cone

splracy of ex-cadetas was uncoversd,

Until 1948 the most importent conspiracies were those of Ferenc
Nagy, Salate, and Mindszenty.

Oh yes, I know much about the mctivities of the intellectuals
and about the intellectual ferment.

1 was present at the discussions of the Petofi Circle. I know much
about thls; I ahall try to condense 1t into the following;

I know everything about the intellectusl ferment from its very be-
ginning. I subscribed for the MWuvelt Nep, and to Irodalmi Ujsag.
I had contact with such circles, and I was a witness to theip
activities from the very beginning.

After the death of 3talin the new re-ime began a orogram of da- -
Stalinization and of soclal demooratization. In this way they

attempted to place the blame for all the faults of the past on |
Stalin and his dictatorship, end shed responsibility for Lhe past. |
They wanted te start with the "eclear water" policy, and in this |
wWay to create a healthier atmosfhere in order to climb out of £he -
general economic and vnolitical crisis.

On the instructions of the varty an avalenche started, A series
of debates were held to uncover the mistakes of the past and to
find means of remadying them.

The first criticlsm appeared in Szabad Nay inspired by tals ar- '
ticle in Szabad Nep the other pevers also published articles on

this subject, one after another., The tone and content of these

articles cconatantly became stronger and stronger. It ended by
eriticlaizing not only the past but also the wvresent regime.

The leadershlp of these debates was taken over by ths new Muvelt
Nep and Trodalml Ujsag. (In my opinion this 1s where the re-
volution really started.) The voice of thess erticles was so
new and thelr content so sensational and intaresting that people
queued up in front of th: newastmnds to buy a copv on the day
they were nublished.

. The criticiam containad in these articles waes not only on the
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philosophic and geo-political level, but these articles also
eriticized some of the present economic end political leaders
end demanded thelr dismissal, This continued for one or two
months, and in the course of this the Petofi Circle was formed.

The Petofi Circle was organized by the central leadership of the
DISZ and functioned under its auapices.

The meetings and debates were held at the University of Sclence:
its literary debates in the premises of the officers club.

To my lmowledge, Tive meetings were hald in all. The firat one
was the debate on history, attended by university professors and
80 on, It dealt intensively with the falsification of history
under the Stelin regime.

The second meeting, or debate, was on Party ideology, and the third
was the literary debats,

I was not present at the first two, and didn't even lmow about then.
That was at the beginning.

I was present et the third meeting, which was held at the officers
¢lub with over 5,000 e rsons attending. All could not be admitted
o the hall, so microphones were rigged up with people standing in
the yard and on the street,

The meeting begen et 6:30 p.m, and lasted until 3:30 the next morn-
ing. I waa there until 2:30, when I went home. :

The debate was opened by the chalrman of Lthe Petofi Circle, who was
& member of the tov lsadsrship of the DISZ. His name was Kincses.
In hls speech he brought to light the nroblems of the press. He
requested the serdons taking part in the debate to sxnresa their
views openly, without inhibitions or fear, and to my oxtreme sur-
prise, they accepted hia advice.

I regret very much that I did not make notes on what wes said at
this debate. I have forgotten most of 1t, but the highlights are
the following:

Tibor Deri made & most interesting speech. In his criticism he
dealt with the faults of writers in generml, and alsc criticized
the unjust acts of ths still-existing dictatorahip. He sald some-
hing whiech I will never forget: Thesa were aporoximately his
xact words: "All of ues are now sitting on a train; until now the
rain haa been standing still, now it has slowly begun to move. I
arn the passengers on this traln to get off if they do not liks to

3'gu fast, because this train will constantly gain in speed, and if

they attempt to get off later, they mey break their necks."
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This was two months befors the cutbreek of the revolution., Deri
eriticliged three people: Reval, Darvesa, who was then ths Minilster
for Culture and Bducation, and someone else, I do not now remember
who. Hla criticism was very sharp.

The next speaker was a newspaver writer by the name of Peter Tardos,
who aleso critlcized the present leadera. He 8sald that the Staliniasts
are still occupying the key posta.

The next speaker was Tibor Meral, a newspaper writer -nd author.

He was the Szabad Wep correspondent in Korea in 1950. In his speech
he openly admitted that until now hé& had lied very much. He was
brought up end lesrned newspaper writing in an atmosphere whers the
primary purpose waa to win publicity for the policy of the Party,
whether it was true or not. He sald, "I was so blinded that I be-
gan to believe my own liea, When I went te a factory or some other
place for & revort, I put on pink glasses and saw only whatbt was
good, and shut my eyesa to Taultes and mistakea. I lled. In Korea

I met & Tugoslav war correspondent, a very nice chap, but I was so
blinded by hate against the Yugoslavs that I refused to shake hands
with him. I admit now that sll this was a mistake, I solemmly pro-
mise that T will 1ile no more, and I sincerely hope that I will be
able to make good what wrong I have done."

At the end of this speech he reclited Tstofi's poem about the free
prass,

The audience applauded ith grest enthusiasm.

(During all this a very characteriatic incident occurred: Photo~
reparters were everywhere in the room, in the hallwey, on the streat,
in the yard, and were plhiotographing the crowd, Scomebody sent up to
the chalrmen of the meeting & note demanding that ths photographsrs
stop teking shots., The chairmen read the request, through the micro-
phone, and demended that thes photographers stop thslr work. The /
reaction of the crowd was: " Let them take all the shots they want,
e ares not afraid of tham.")

The edlitor of Sszabad Fold also spoke up, spealdng along the old
Party line. He was booed and sllenced.

Zolten Vas also spoke up, and said, among other things: "Finally
we shall come to a stage whers nobody will fear in the morning
should sonmeone knoclk on the door that it 1ls the AVD, but it may be
the milkman."” ¥He nevertheless attempted to defend the economie
poliecy of the government, but thls did not appeal to the crowd.

Sandor Wogradl, the chisf of the Party »ress section, aslso svoke,
conceding to the genernl tenon Es ina not s8¢ sharp in his eocriti-
clam, but comparatively mild.




1 was not thera st the end, but I heard that when the meeting brolks
up the audience marched out into the streets singing old sociallst

songs.,

Next day a resolution oeassed by the Party was published denouncing
the ent ire meeting and the particioants in the debate. Everybody
pricked up thelir ears at what had happened.

In my opinion the purposs of the intellectuals was to introduce
decisive reforms and changes under the slogan of soclalistlc de-~
mocracy. I conaider the Petofl Circle and the Intellectuals as
realistic people, eapecially Deri, who, as I said before, two
months befors the revolutilon provhesied 1ts outbreak.

Why did the intallectusls turn against the regime? This is a stu-
pid question. I have told you 20 tlimes already that the Intellec-
tuals =-- that 13, the intelligentsia -- was entirely oporessed, lta
outlooks were very bleak, and they were not at all appreclated.

The writers? It 1a s basic preliminary condition for them to be
able to write what they want end in the way they went to. "riters
end artists cannot be directed.
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. XII. THE APPARATUS OF POWER

What sort of people were the secret police? In avery society

there are people who are inclined toward extremes. It ie a matter

of Iindifference to them under what flag they operate, green or red.
They sell themselves to the regime, which insures for them a possi-
bility to gratifly their sadistic inclinetions and thelr urge for
power. They are moetly people who have no talents, no innate abili-
ty to be able to work in any other kind of eivilisn occuvation, From
such pvsople any dictatorilal regime can get as many offlicers as 1t
wents.,

I do not lmow anybody who ever worked for the AVH. I have never
been arrestad or imprisoned. I imow of no one who wanted to lesavs
the AVH, ete. This also avplies to the members of my family.

Why did psople join the AVH? I've already discussed that,

In Hungary everybody kmew about the methods and cruelties of the
AVH. I do not know of any concrete cases. There was talk of such
things durlng the entire time I was in Hungary. This was widespread.

I heven't the sllightest idea how many peopls have been executed in
Hungary since 1945. It is entirely true that Hungary was s country
of constant anxiety and fear. This is no exaggeration.

There were informers in every factory, shop, office, school, etc.
Mostly 1t waa evident who could be suspected of this, end in front
of whom one had to be careful. losat of the stool pigeons and in-
formers were orompted by a idesire to get ahead. This system was
widespread, and stool pigeons could be found everywhere. 1 despise,
hete, and also feared the informeras. I had no consideration for
them whatsocever, not even if they were blackmaillad into working for
tm lﬁlvH L]

If a pverson could keep his mouth shut In Hungary, he wes very likely
to avold trouble with the AVH,

I do not know of any cases where AVH men ot rid of their uniforms
and fought on the slde of the insurgents. I do not balleve that
this was so.

When and if Hungary 18 independent, I think that the AVH ren should
not be treated collastively, but distinctions should be madse among
them and everyone should be made to answer for what he did peraonally.
We must not forget that 50 ner cent of the AVH were recruited in the
course ol comoulsory military service.
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. The blue police hated and envied the AVH, In my opinion, the
Hungarisn blue pollce worked very effectively. The blue police
force was orobably better than In the ore-war and war periods,

It 1s true, however, that in ths very first months of the post-
war regime meny shady characters infiltrated the mlice force, but
later these were ousted,

During the revolution the blue police conducted themselves very
decently. There were some who fought on the side of the revolu-
tionsaries, but I do not know detaila., I myself saw some blus po-
ligcemen fighting with the revolutionaries, and I heard about it
from others,

B. The courts. T had no experience whatsoever with the courts,
and ¥ am too young to remember what the courts were like before
and during the war. I do not believe what the Communists say about
"elass justice" in the courts of the nravious regime,

The people's ocourts tried the war eriminals. I consider the war
criminals to be actually guilty, and the sentences imposed upon
them by the oeovle's courts were hust.

My uncle was deported during the deportations in 1951 or 1952.
They notifiad him at 5:00 AM that a truck would come faor him end
his beslongings two hours later. He was taken to the rallrosd sta-
tion and transported bto a small village. There he was housed in
the house of a kulak family. His only crime was that he oreviously
had been a textile wholesale merchant. His experionces were ter-
rible. Unaccustomed to physical work, both he and his wife had to
do heavy farm worly, such as hoeing plants and harvesting. Later,
ﬁun the deportations ceased, he was permltted to leave this vil-
ge.

I bave naver performsd military service, nor have I been s prisonsr
of war In the Soviet Union.

C. The role of the Hungarlen army in the revolution. I have heard
much about tHhis, and I can ;ive you an example of what they did and
aow they fought,

In the sescond phass of the revolution, when the Russians wers coming
in, I saw two Hungarlan snti-sircraft guns mounted on the road in
the outer district of Kobanya (a suburb of Budspest). The guams wers
mounted strateglecally, in such a way thet they had centrol over tie
highway. A co'umn of 20 Russian tanks was advencing. The Hungarian
artiliery perasonnel which mennsd the runs shot them out, bexinning
at both enda, one after the other,and the Russians were powerless

to do anything against then.

I do not know of any differences in the conduct of the Hungarian
. soldiers on the basis of cless, rank, or origin.
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The conduct of the Mungarisn army during the revolution aurprised {
ot only me, but everyone slse as well. No one ever dared to dream |
that the Bungaprian army would turn against the regime. At the J
ry outbreak of the revolution the army immediately took sides
th the insurgents, sc there was no time for soeculation onwhat
the conduct of the army would be., At the very outbresk of the revo
lution the role of the army had already been decided.

I can tell you nothing about what army 1ife was like during the

Commmist regime, nor can I compare it with army 1life during the
war and before it. T waas too young then, and T was not drafted

for military service in this regime.

D. Ny opinion of the Ruassian soldier in general 1s that he 1is a
human being like everyone else, In the Russian army there are
pDeapants and there are professors, dumb snd smart alile. Since

the over-all percentage of the Intelligentsia in the Soviet Union

is comparatively smller than in other countries, therefors the per-
n;ntagu of orimitive pegole in the Soviet army has to be largar than
alsewhe re,

It 1s stupid to say that the feelings about the Russian army are
due to the conduct of the Russian ermy in 1848. The unpopularity
of the Russian army in general is based on the fact that 1t is the
stronghold of the regime. ZHverything alse, 1llke the raping of wo-
men, and so on, is just a detall question.

Goncerning the sentiments in 1945, various people rescted variously.
Those who had anything to fear, or whe had a guilty conscilence, wae
afraid that the Russians would come in. On the other hand, the Jewa
are indebted to them for saving their lives. In general, people

gid hope for the Russians to come In, because it meant the end of

he war.

My experience with the Russian army 1n 19,5? "Not everything is
Ruselan that atinks, and not everything 1s gold that glitters.”

Yes, my attitude toward the Russiens has changed since 19L5. The
orlginal trooos which came into Budapest first were replaced by oc-
cuvation troops. These were elite troops. They conducted them~
selves much better than the nrevious fighting unita. 'This was the
opinion of others tco. Otherwise, in Budavest we did not see much
of them after a time, bacause they were stationed moatly outaide
the city.

I did not have any versonal contact with the Russians as individusals,
not did I hezer anything about this from others. Therefore, I cannot
tell you anything about this,

The children of Bussian army versonnel .id not ettend the same
schools a8 the Hungarian chlldren, they had schools of their owm.
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There may have been courtship between Russian soldiers and Hun-
garian girls, and also bstween Russian 'AACe snd Hungerian men,
but I do not lmow of any marrisges.

I do not know aobout the attlitude of the Russisn soldlers, as I had
no contact with them whatever, that 1a, contact before the revolu-

tion.

Conecarning the condust of the Russisns during the revolutlon, I di
not have any contact with them then oither, but I have heard about
them from relisbl~ sourcea. MWany of them came over to the revolu-
tionista. "uring the two revelutions, that 1s, during that one
week in which ths Russisns wore out of Budavest, the Russian

troops were virtually starving., Thelr supoly lines were cut, and
they were forced to sell thelr arms and munitions for food. I have
heard of instanees where Russisns sold sub-machine guns and even
tanks for Tood.

There were many who deserted. They fought very reluctantly, and
were very much afraid. They didn't dare to atick their heads out
of the tanks.

1 do not know of any difference in the conduct of the Soviet offi-
gers or men, or younger soldlers in pomparison to oclder onss, and
of differences based on natlonal origin.

Yes, I have heard of instances where Soviet soldlers helped Hun-
garians, as [lor example In the fi:hting in front of the Parliament.
T also have heard of casmes where Soviet soldiers refused to obey
their superiors, deserted, fought against the AVH, and even againat
aach other.

For example, near the larget bridse, some of the Russians broke in-
to a tavern and began to drink, A Pussian patrol came elongz and
belleved that Hungarlana were Inside. They started shootling, and
the fire wes refturnsd by the soldiers inside the bullding. When
everyone inside the tavern had been killed, the Russlans went in
and found that they had shot down their own men.

I do not know of any cases of personal brutallty by Soviet soldiers
toward Hungarians during the Revolutilon.

E. The question about buresucreey 18 not a =ood one. The Party and
the trade unlons should not be Iincluded, because under bureaucracy
weé mean bureaucracy mostly In civll service ana In buziness manage-
mant.

Under buresucracy in Hungary is meant the over-complication &nd in-
efficiency, especially in public administration.
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I did have experiences with the trade unions and with the Party
secretary.

My experlence with ths Party secretary of our office is the
following: The first Party sseretary was a simple, primitive
man, who caused much troubls, but later he was replaced by an
engineer. In general the construction planning offices had in-
telligent Party secretaries. Such Party secretaries were not
50 blinded and did not "wsar blinkers" as other Party secre-
taries usually did,

The trade union representative did not play an important role.
The trade wnions in general are 100 percent under Party control
and dd not have much infTluence.

In general, people were Iinclinad to avold the Party secretary
and the trade union representative if possible.

A general ocpinion cennot be given, concerning their sfficiency.
There were some very stupild, very ill-willed Party secretariss,
but on the other hand there were some intelligent ones, ete.

I never had any trouble with any of these officialz, and did not
ever feel that some of them had been empecially hard on me.

The Party secretary of our planning office was & good colleague,
a decent person. Desplte the fact that he was a Party secretary
the whole office liked and respected him, When we heard about
the sillent demonstration to be held in front of the Bem statue
the Party secrstary was the man who decided that the entire of-
fice should go,

This Party secretery very often criticized the Party line, ete.,
but always in the pressence of frisnds who were relisble.

My opinion of self-criticism is a very poor one. It 13 ocne of
the shameful asvects of Party functioning.

Concerning the circumvention of laws end regulations:

The rule that laws are made to be circumvented also aoplies for
Hungary. I did have experience in this respect. For example,

1 lmow that the small tradesmen who were allowed to employ only
oné person always managed someliow to employ more than one, It
was hard to find s emall tradesman (tailor, shoemslker) who did
not bhave more than ons employes, although this was not officially
nllowad,

Protectionlism prevalled in nll flelds, smpecislly in comnercial
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and public administration. Brilbes were used somatinas, saspecially
in the cmae of the housaing authorities,

If the offloials were caught red-handed, they probably were dis-
charged and imprisoned.

G The efficlency of tho ancaratua of power:

The top lsaders such a2 Rakosl, Gero, Vas, etec., wers Intelligent
peonla. Lower echelons -~ well, their intelligence is question-
able. 1 do not know about the efflolency of the secret police,
army leadershlp, Russian leadershlp. The question about the ef-
ficlency of the bureaucracy, that 1s, of its individual members,

is a stupid omne.

You cannot generallsme.
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XiII, ASSESSMENT OF FUTURE PROSPECTS FOR HUHGARY

I hop2 for the bezt, but I actually beliave that everything will
remain as before.

I cames away from Hungery after the revolution, and do not know
what the situatlon i1s now. I do not expect any changes in Soviet
polley in connecticn with Hungary. Thse old Stalin line will con-
tinue. This opportunity has been missed by everyons. In my
opinion, the most complete terror is necessary to restore life

to "normal™. For example, I just carnnot imagine how claeses willl
start in the scheols and universitiss where half of the class may
have been killed or have fled.

I expact Lhat the Weat will continue to fight for the alleviation
of ovoression in Hungary, and will do everything short of war.

Concerning a compromlse, anything and everything 1s better than
Staliaism, T think that this will be the opinion of the 7eople
at home also. The most acceptable compromise would be a Yugo-
alav type of Communism, If there must be Communiam, it must be
of th: the kind there 1s in Yugoslavia.

I have not the faintest idea of the means whereby theass hopses
can ba realized., If the Amsricans don't lnow, how should I?

I do not believe that there will be lurther resalistance in Hungery.

I do not desire a war between the USSR and the US. HNelthar do
the pz2ople at home, In my opinion. Hungary would become a battle-
'isld, send would be raged to the ground,

I do beliave, however, that thers will be another world war within
the next ten years.

Concerning means othser than war, international pressure and sanc-
tions are necessary, but will not amount to anything.

I do hope for internal changes within the Soviet Union, but I do
not consider this nrobablas. Of course, this does not mean any-
thingt, no one conalderead the revolut ion probable ln Hungary; never-
theless, 1t dld ocecur.

During the past eight vears I considered the futurs outlcok for
Rungary very bleak. So did others. There has been no change in
this, exceot during ths revolution.

Cy Hangarien oeople wouldnot be in favor of an atomie war, 1if
1t would..vee s esnn




XIV, 30CTAL, POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC IDEOLOGY

A. I want a bourgeois democracy, but under the condition that
sxtremes both to the right and to the left would not be permitted,
The economie policy of Hungary must bs radically changed, inten-
alve agriculture 1s necessary. Hungary's foreign policy muat be
one of o mplete neutrality, and of good relations with all coun-
tries on the basis of total equality. Private ownership must be
ensured, but without large estates and without the nrivate owner-
ship of large factories, snterprises. That is, no large capital-
ism.

B. The emphasis should be based on intensive egriculture and light
industry. This is in accordance witn the sconomic possibilities
of thes country.

The heavy industry should be abandoned, the tool industry and the
electrical industry siould be exmanded. Wheoat can be purchasad
more cheaply from other countriles.

Should ths Communist regime be overthromn, the future of the
"national enterprisea” send government and state farms and co-
overativeas 18 a very complicated problem. The national enter-
orises for the most vart should be leased to private bus insssmen,
but the ownership of the enterprises should be retained. The
great enterorises should stay under state management., The state
retall and small trade enterprises should be abolished bacause
these can operate and produce much more chesply under privats
ownarship.

The farm cooperatives and government farms should be dissolved
and the land given bmck to the peasants,

I have already stated my vlews on the role pgovernment should play
in the economic svatenm.

Yes, in my opinion it is nescessary that the government place a
ceiling m agricultural oproperty which can be owned by one person
or family. In my opinion, this ceiling should be approximately
500 cadastral yokes. With intensive mgriculture that much land
would require so much labor that it simply would not be available,

The question about choosing between a dictatorship which Insures
everyone a living, etoc., is not a realistic one. If there is frae-
dom and T can coriticlze the government, how would it be possible
not to Insure conditions favorable flor employment? Under the
present conditione in Hungary I believe that in the immediats
future there will be no unemployment, because of the economic

lag of the country,
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Government control over newspapers and radio ls rnacessary simply
to prevent extrems slements from making propaganda. Even if a
Communlat is able to speak over the radio in America, there 1s no
reagon why we should let them do so in Hungary.

Control is necessary. There i1s the Weimar example.

Comminist writera should be barred only from radic and newspapers.
Their books should not be banned. Wo one would buy them anyhow.
“ornographic literature, to my lmowledge, is prohibited by all
civiliged states,

I wounld not be in Tavor of outlawing the Communist Party in an
indevendent Hungary. Its popularity would be insignificant ms
no whers else in the world.

C. I would dealire neutrality for Hungary like the neutrality of
Austria; complete friendship with the Soviet Unilon on the basis
of equality. This 1s necessary because they are our neighbors,
The same with @astern Furonean astates, the rest of Furope, and
with the USA,

I do not desire miliitary relations with any country, but cultural
and economic relations with everyone,

Concerning ths realistic future, I want neutrality or otherwise
averything will remain as before.

The ldea of & Danublan federation is not a good one. Hungary has
already burned 1ts (ingers once in connsction with the other
Danube states. It 1s difficult to Imagine a federation of the
Eastern Burcpesn countriea, This would not be without hate and
strife and intrigue., WHatlonalism is much more inbred in the
people than to make 1t possible for the Slava to live together
with the Austriane or the Hungarians to live together with the
Slavs In the framework of a federation. NMaybe an Austro-Hungarien
monarehy, but cn & modern besis, would be something practical, It
would be good to ineclude Czechoslovekia in this, but it is hard
to imagine; their industry ie too developed, they would not be will-
Ing to particivate on the besls of equality.

I do not desire to have Romsnia in a federation of this kind at
all. Terhaps Yugcslavia, but I feel that in the case of a con-
federation of this kind Hungary would bes overwhelmed.

I do not know what the general feeling on these queatlions is in
Hungary. These are my oarsonal views,

Concerning territorial chenges and boundaries, I do believe tuwt
the re-annexatlion of Transaylvanis 1z posaible. That of the other
territorles, no. What the opinion on this 1s at home I do not

imow, but I do kmow that Transylvanla does want to come back very




much. The roason for this is that economlcally it is much worae
off than Hungary. In general, the hilerarchy from the econcmic
point of view 1s 1) CSR, 2) Hungary, 3) Poland, l) probably Bul-
garia, eand 5) Romania and Albania. I think Yugoslavie is slso

before Hungary.

1 am not concerned about the (ate of Hungarlan minorities living
outaide Hungary. To me this is a question not of sentiment but
basically an economie -roblem and nscessity. Transylvanis 1s

very rich in natural resources which Mmgary needs very badly.
At the same time, the annexation of Transylvania would not affect
Romenla very deeply becauss Homania has an abundance of the same

natural resources elsswhere.

i
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XV. FORMATION OF PUBLIC OPINION

I have told you sbout the Petofi Cirele alrsady.

At the discusslion of the Petofi Circle one of the newspvapermen

demanded to know why Krushchev's speech was not made publiec in

Eungnry. I @id not kmow the contents of this spesch at that
ime .

Senator MeCarthy reesived much abuse from the Communist oress.
They called it the revival of witech-hunting. I did not have a
concrete opinion about him at that time. I was unable to weed
out from the facts in the press what the resl situation was.

I do not lknow where the news concerning the defection of Soviat
troops during the revolution originated. It spread by word of
mouth. We belleved it,

We lknew about the Austrlan “eace Treaty, and spproved of it. We
hooed that then the Russilan troops would have no sxcuse to atay
in Hungary to guard the lines of communication, but regrettably
the Wersaw Pact was formed immediastely. We lmew about this from
the newanapers.

I imow that Peron was a dictator somewhers in South America, it
may have been elther Brasll or Argentina, He was overthrown two
or three years ago.

I have heard nothing about the Salk wvaccine,

Concerning the orivate life of Rakoal, I lmew that he had an ugly
wife -- a prominent Russian Commmist., They had no children.

The Blro family wes closely related to Rakoszsi. They were --
either the men or his wife -- the boss of the W.M, Factory in
Budapest (steel works)., We knew Rakosl's biogrsphy, but we lnew
very little sbout his srivate lifs. What we Imew was apread by
word of mouth.

B. Before the war I read child adventure stores, I was too young
to read anything else, and I do not recall the r2ading habits of
my narents.

muring the last ten yoars I road more than before. This was due

to the fact that during that time I had grown up. 1 ureferred

to read seclentifie works, classics, and anything of Westerm litera-
turs that we could pget.
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Subseribing to Szabad NHep was almost compulsory. Of the ma ga-
gines I subseribed to Muvelt Nep, Irodalmi Ujsag, and also Beks
es Sgabadseg. I did not 1like the Russian type of modern novels,

There was s return to the classics in general, not only in litera-
ture, but also in music, deams, ate.

My reading habits were, I think, representative for my class. I
do not lmow enything about the reading hablits of workers or peasants,

What I read in the papers all depended on how much time I had and
how interesting the article was. It paid to read Szabad Nep be-
gause many conclusions could be drawn from it,

Trust in what ths papers wrote was lost completely during the
dictatorship. T always attempted to draw my own conclusions and
form my own opinions from what I read in the paper or heard over
the radio. I always wanted to find out the truth.

I distrusted foreign policy news itema, This was the best fisld
for the distortion of facts,

Thare were statistical reports which I was ready to belleve., I
cannot cite eny example.

I did not read any publications from the Soviet Union nor from
other satellite countries, none from Yugoslavia. As fapr as I
imow, neither did my friends. I do not have any family.

NHewspapers and publicetions from the Soviet Union and other satel-
1ite countries were avallable, but none from Yugoslavia,

T do not remember any Western publicetlons which were officially
allowsd, I did not read any, verhape others did. I do not lmow
of any illagal publications from the West,

Yes, I did reed books and publications which were on the index,
1 do not lnow exectly what wes on the index and what wes not,
but probably & lot of what we read was on the index.

The works of literature which were placed on the index could be
kept by anyone in his bookcase. The index did not mean that it
was prohibited to keep these books. It meant only that you cou ld
not buy them, nor were they to be found in public libraries. But
mny of these books wers 1n circulation among frienda. There
were some agents who made & living out of lending books which
were on the index. Theme books were not only Hungarian works of
literature, but perhaps also Wsatern books as well.
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C. In gensral, everybody always talked about politica among
frienda. 1It's hard to determine which were the exact sources of
information. Everybody was always on the lookout for news, end
made a notes of anything they heard,

All news spread by word of mouth had some basia to it in fact.
But this news was unrelieble. Of course, there were versons who
ware more reliable than others.

Did I ever pass on newsa? Terrible, I did not make a living out
of spreading news, but very likely I did tell my friends and col-
leagues if I heard anything interesting. ;

D. Bverybody was inteérested in politics and newa. All 2l hours
of the day were spent in a political atmosphere. Everybody spoke
about polities evarywhere, but had to make a distinection of whom
to talk to and what sbout.

We had to be very careful when speaking over the telephone, but

it 1a intereating to note that during the revolution most of the
phones were in operation and then we 4id not fesr to talk openly
by phone. ;

E. Vhen T was in Hungary we drew most of our informetion from
foreign redio broadecasts, from Hungarisn newsoepera, and the
Hungarien radio. From these sources, foreign broadcasting was
most important,

F. Yes, I did go to the movies often, especially during the
last years, In the Tirst ysars of the Communist regime (he means
after 19U,9) there wers many films, but only Russiasn and Iron
Curtain things. Now, before the revolut lon, thasy begsn to import
realistic Itallan and French filme. These were the ones which I
1liked moat. I did not like the Russian f1lms, because of their
low level and stunid subjscts.

I went to the thestre often. Wever before were so many classical
plays performed than during the lsst years. I did not see ANY
soclal realistic plays, with the exceotion of ons or two.

The two films which I liked best were an Italien f1ilm, "Rome,
11 0'clock” and "She Danced Through & Summer”, a Swedlsh film.

The two plays which I liked most were Shaw's "Pygmalion"” and
Shakespears's "Richard the Third".
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XVII. KENOWIEDGE OF SELBCTED PERSONALITIES

I consider Zoltan Kodaly the greastest living Hungarian today,
Why I cannot say, I just feel that way ebout him.

My opinions on:

Imre Nagy: I do not have a definite, formed opinion on him. I
cannot tell you my opinion of a verson whom I deo not know,

Cardinal Mindsgenty: One who does not lmow anything about politics
should not get mixed up in i%. Few people causad so much harm to
the Hungarian revolut ion as Cardinal Mindszenty by his radio
sveech in which he demandsd the returh of the ecclesisatic estates,

Rajikc: He deserved what he got. There 1s no basis for the case
against him, 1t was onl+ a question of vower within the Party.

Gero: He 1s very insistent, using force if necessary. He ia
very intelligent, stubborn, has convietion eertsinly, but he has
been blinded by his desire for vower,

Kadar: He 12 an insignificant serson, end even his oresent Job
a3 prime minister cannot change this. Probably he mey not like
what he 18 dolng, but oerhaps he does not want to be tortured

again.

President Elasnhower: He ls very sympathetlc. He probably lmows
what he is doing, underatands his business. I ses that he 13
very popular here.

Hammerskjold: He iz very likely a oapable diplomet. I hoped very
much to see him in Budapest. My opinion of him haa not changed
since.

Dulles: I am not now nor was I at home convinced of his abilities
as & 3tate Secretary.

Truman: He declded many world problems, but whether he was right
or wrong only history can tell.

(Sorry, interviewer laft Eden out.)

Mikoyan: Wo opinion,

Nehru: I like him, He 13 intelligent and a reslist,
Chiang Hal-Shek: Insignificent,
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Ferenc Nagy: We alrsady btalked about him.

Roosevelt: I like him. He 1s very sympathigue.

Adenauer: Fe must bs a capable man, and talented. They liked
him very much in Germany.

3talin: A hardened dietator. He 18 that type probably from
hia early youth.

Malenlov: An adventurer.

Franco: I know who he is but I have no opinion on him.
Bevan: You probably mean Bevin,

Krushcheav: He must have brains,

Tito: Symoathigue. He has character and is a very clever
politician.

Paron: Wo oplnion. We discussed him before.

Molotov: Signiflcant minister for foreign affairs.
K,

ﬂllaq?uar: 1 knmow who he 1s, no opinion.

Churehill: Very respectable, and I have a very high regard for
him.,




XVIII. ATTITUDE TOWARD EXILES AWD EXILE ACTIVITIES

In general, the psople who escaped were the youth, the popula-
tion near the Austrian border, and those young familles who were
living further from the border but had sufficient daring to under-
take the Jjourney to Austria and to start life anew. And also
peovls who had reason to be afrald because of their participation
in the revolution and in other anti-Communist activities. The
intelligentsia and the bourgeoisle came out to a greater extent
than the other classas,.

It 1s stupid to ask the reason why people laft, and also my own
reason for coming. The ressons are epparent.

Coneerning those who stayed behind: Peasants came in large num-
bers only from the areas near the border. Peasant youth came in
amall numbers from areas farther from the border. The psasants
far from the border (not thé veasant youth) did not come because
it meant leaving their land and also because of languapge diffi-
culties and they did not want to leave that minimum of orivate
property which they still owned (for examnles, 1if hes had a miszer-
able little house a peasant would not come away). Thia was
naturally different in the border srea, becausa oractically all
the peasants had relatives or friends living in Burgenlond in
Austr ia, which territory once belonged to Hungary.

Concerning the workers, they ars a group which does not act quicic=
ly. They are slow. Thewuth, of course, 1s an exception in every
group, and each social class 1s represented by them. I do not
Imow how many worker families came out of Hungary, but I think
not many,

The Intellectuals who remained remained probably because there
wore many children In the family, or because they feared to leave
behind what little they opossessed. It is difficult to aay the
reason why people remained at homa. There are very many who did
not. come ap a matter of principle, saying "here you muat live and
here you must die."

Yes, 1 do have an acquaintance who refused to coms alt hough he
had an opportunity to do so. He thoight thet life in axile would
Just not suit his personaslity. On the other hend, he was very
satriotic.

I think that the people at home envied those who had the courage
and possibllity to come West.
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Were it poasible for sveryone to come Weat, I beslieve that about
three times as many people would come out &8 have now.

B. Yhile in Hungary I heard very little about exlle organigza-
tions and politicians. Yhat 1little I did hear I heard from RFE.

The question concernin; exile organizations is a difficult one.
I versonally do not wish to ovarticipate In or Joln eny. I am
not living in exile, T am an immigrant and wish to become an
American. I did not have any contact with such orgadizations,
nor with such individuals since leavin: Hungary.

From the list of organizations the only one I know is the
Hmgarien National Councll. Its ourpcse is to unite the Hun-
garians living abroad and to inform publie opinion, esveclially t
the United Natioms, on the situation in Hungery, to sesarch for
documentary evidence, and to make wropaganda in the interests of

Tungary,

I have slsc heard about the American "ungarian Federation. I
kmow that they edit some kind of & newspaner. 1 read a copr of
it in Camp Kilmer. I heard about 1t also in Hungary, but I do
not lmow any details,

From the list of Hungarisn politicians In exils, I hava neaver
heard of Imre Szellg, Lamzlo Taubinpger, lisgr. Hozi-Horvath,

Bela Fablan, General Zako, nor about Ferenc Parkas de Kiabarnak,
I heard about "aul Auer.

Monsignor Bela Varga was the chalrman of the Hungarlen Parliament
ond a prominent leader of the HAungarian Smallholdera Party,.

Oh, of course I know about Ferenc Nagy, the one-time °rime
Ministar of Hungary.

Dr. Bekhardt is an old demeceratiec politicilan, the one-time lsader
of the Smallholders "arty before and during the war. He was
sent out by the Horthy government during the war in order to

have somebody represant the interests of Bungary should the Gor-
mena8 occupy the country.

Kallay I belleve has already diesd,

Barankovics 1s s very fine verson, snd I 1like him,
Ptto -- wall, I don't like him,

Horthy. Hs died.
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Enough can never be done for the people of Hungary. Either a
verson comos West with the Intention of never wanting to return,
or a peraon retains his nationality and considers himaelf only
an exile. In this case he can never say that enough has been
done.

What has been sccomplished by the exilea I heve already stated
under the Hungarian National Council.

On my views concerning what they should have done:; What thsy --
that is the Wungerisn Wationsl Committee -- has done, only to a
greater degree.

I did think asbout the exiles during the revolution when I heard
about the demonstrations taking place everywherse, I was slmost
certain thet theee demomstrations were organized ana led by the
"ungarian exiles.

€. I did meet persons who went West after 195 and later re-
turnad. The general attitude toward them was plty. Concerning
thelr character, nothing can be said in general. It all depends
on the indlvidual.

Concerning the Communlst redefection campaign, it was mere Com=-

munist propagandsa. They thought that they might after all find

someons who would come and then they would be able to say, "See,
it ian't good there after all." Such oropaganda would have been
of value, especislly at home. The opinion of others in Hungary

on this question was Che same as mine, I think,

D. I belleve that the people in Hungary really do know what

they would like to know. HNormel postal communication has been
reastored and I, for my part, bave told the »eople at home every-
thing I wanted to and have alzo found out everything thalL I wanted
to Imow,

The people at home should know the socisl and economic and moral
conditions that exist here in the Veat, and under which we are

Ij.'wihg now,

In my opinion, tha exlles should explain the Hungariesn revolution
and keév slive the aympathy of the free world towsrd Hungary. I
believe this is &ll I ocould do, too.

I do not wish to join any exile organization.

I have alresdy told you sbout my feelings concerning Hungarian
political perties. { do not know anything about ths political
parties in exile.

We heard enough sbout the revival of The Hungarlan politleal
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parties during the revolution. I did not approve of thia. Thia
waa not necessary a8 long a8 the Russians® were 2tlll In the
country.

It 1s diffiecult to say whether the Hungarlan politicians In exlle
should have returned during the revolution. There are very few
Hungarian politicians in exile who can expeoct aympathy and popu-
larity at homs. Yor example, who the hell would have wanted
Ferenc Nagy back?

Eee Under Communist rule I do not wish to visit Hungery again,
or to go back, but T do want to go back to a free Hunpgary, but
only for a viait,. o
I do want my children to learn Hungerisn also in America, should
I have any.
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XIX. AUDIRNCE RRACTION, ETC.

Yes, I did listen to Hung-rlan broadcasts over the foreipn radio.
I listened to BBC, Radlo-"aris, VOA, snd RFE. Reception for RFE
and London and also VOA was besat.

All statlions were jJammed, but I had a very good radio.

I listened to the Hungarlan broadcasts regularly avery night,
mostly to RFE and V0A,

Yes, if there was anything interesting I always discussed it wit
my friends or acquaintances if they were reliable.

I llstened on my own radio set, maybe sometimes 1in the oresence
of relatives. We had to be careful. We did discuss radie broad-
casts, and sometimes I learned from friends something which I
might have missed.

Yes, there was risk involved. We had to be careful in listening
to the broadcasts and also in sveaking about them. What exactly
bhapoened if someone was caught doing these things, I do not Imow,
but in my opinion this danger did not vrevent veople from listen-
ing.,

I do not know of any changes in conneetion with the sun ishment o
veople caught listening to foreign brosdcasts or talking about
the m,

These broadcasts mean very much to the people behind the Iren Cur-
tain. I 1iked beat of all the broadcasts of the BBO. That was
the most reliable. Their broadcasts attached the least commen tary
to the news in a way which could be considered propagandistic or
biased. They wers the leest demegogic,

The order of the broadcasting stations from the point of wview of
reliabllity 1s: London, Parls, VOA, RFE. T formed this opinion
from later events.

Well, the role of theaes broadcasts was Infommtive and enlighten-

ing. Free Burope broadcasts had one degree more of sentiment mixed

in them than the others,

Durilng the revolution, RFE broadeasts were axXxoressly overhsated
and ineiting. But on the other hand, it served to inform us of
what was happening.

The answer to Queation A-5 18 ves,.
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Free Europe should continue ite broadeasts of news and cultural
orograms. The most useful in my opinion would be straight news
about politleal and economic events and sbout 1life in the West.

B. I have never heard of the intials NEM. I don't know what
they are.

I have not heard of the 12 Demands.

C. T have never seen Free Europe leaflets, but I have heard
about them from friendas, I do not remember mush about them.

Yes, there was danger in oleking up or keeping Fres Eurons leaf-

lets, or talking about them, This would deter ths people about
50 ner cent.

I do not know of any changes in this resvect -- that is, concemm-
ing ounishment for having leaflets, eto,

As I bave seen none of these leaflets, I cannot tell you my
opinion of them. If they are not politically inciting but con-
tain newa, I have no objection to thm. My opinion is that in
Hungary the people willl not believe extremist woropaganda., They

have enough political Judgment to draw the right conclusions
from news.

I do not Jmow and cannot judge the effects of the lsaflsts,
@ither prior to or during the revolution.

About continuing leaflsatsa, I do not think it is necessary. You
do not need to convince the Hungarian oceople that democracy is
the desiraeble thing. Hungary has proved that Hungarisn people
Emr.:l‘_ parhaps better than anybody else what democracy means, and
for the purpose of information I consider redioc s better medium,

D. I think that ths motlivea of Western orgenizetiona are well-
meant spreading of information, but mlso inciting. Thsy cannot
undsrstand thet provagands is not necessary when one exveriances
8t his own expense what Communism is. They are the mez who need
orovaganda .

I do not know what the objectives »f the others sre -- that is,
is there any differencs in their motives -- but it is certain
that Free Turope was always the most extreme.
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1M Add,
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. Subjeot 18 a 25 year old eivil engineer, intellligent.

A% first, he was very distrustful; 1t took a good half
day to gain hie confidence, Even so, he insisted on

baing allowed to read the interview report after it ‘
was complated. (After oconsultling with . Allina, I

informed pubject Ghat a copy of the report would be
a% his digposal to be perused only in the office, as
no meterial may be permitted to leave the office.)

a Subjest was available for only one day. He had no' ob-
jections to working over-time at the hotel.

To avoid fatipue whioh might hava influsnced rapport,
wa took & one-hour walk at 5 P.M. end another ona~hdur
breal: 2t 9 P.M. We werked until midnight, leaving
gpections XIX and XX for the next morning, because the
subject was showing signs of lfatigue.

Subject was irritated by oomes of the questions, as

can be pean from his angwers contained in this re-

port. These questions, he was inclined to oongider as

an insult to his intelligence. His irritation had nothing
to do with the length of tThe Interview. (I thinik

baredom and fatigue were eliminated by the well-timed
breaks), His irritation shows in pracfieally all

aautim;:g with the exoception of the general sectlons,

I and .
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