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Another respondent, a former career officer in the Hungarian Army,

statad:s

stations) would speak to their intelligence,

. This means that they should not encourage them

(the Hungarians) so much, but should rather

give them facts sbout what can be expected,
and what possibilitles can be counted on, They
should also say whsat role the Hungarians would
play in the reorgsnigation ard in the new order.
In the first year of the Commmnist rule (19L8)
this encouragement was wondarful, because peopls
thought that regardless of what might happen,
they would be free by 1950 or 1951. HNow, how-
ever, the sames kind of encoursging talk camnot
achieve the same results, Feople hsve grown
tired of walting so long, and they are impatient.
If nothing can be done right now, they »t least
want soms explanation. Thi=z does not necessarily
spply to the VOA only, but generally to sll the
(Westem) ststions, (027/8-9)

The wife of a veterinarisn made the following remarkss:

TUntil the end of 1948, or maybs until the begin=
ning of 1949, people trusted the VOA very much
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Six combinations of objectivity and hope appear in the inter-
views when the VOA and the BBC are compared. The opinions of VOA prefer-
ents did not differ from those of other listemers with the eaception of
BEC preferents.

Table 26
OBJECTIVITY™ AND HIOPE ON VOA AND BBC

Jotal BBC Freferents
Both stations the same in objectivity;

?Mﬂ.'-‘nl"u'1blnn -icaqm {h}
Both stations the same in both

objectivity end hope™® ., . . o 02 0, 16 (0)
BBC more objective; VOA gives more
hﬂ".---o-n-nraninnau {h}
BBC more objective; VOA does not

ﬁ.ﬂhﬂhﬂp‘ ® o a® @ 2 s a4 0 8 0 2 (n}
VOA more objective and gives more

ROP® o o c o 0 s s unovovbasoooe 3 (u}
VOA more objective; does not give

more hop® o 6 6 o e 00 6 0 0 s @ @ v © 2 {1}
OMn-ﬂ-untnan_Qnoun--vu 3 'D}
m'tm -ﬂﬂiﬂ'ﬂﬂ“ﬂn'nﬂﬂn n]
Totsl Cases (100%) = (58)*** (9)

### Includes only thcee who listened to both VOA snd BBC.
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Broadcast Praference and Evaluatlion: Presentation of Domestic Issuas
amd

As has been pointed out in the section on general motivations
lsading to forelgn broadcast listening, the desire to hear programs which
discredit or serve to place checks upon the acti ities of the regime is |
one of the principal reasons for tuning in the Western stations. The pro-
grams of this type are those which deal with internal events and conditions

/" in Hungary. The importance of such programs can hardly be over-estimated.
As previously discussed (pp. 65-69 ), nearly one-third of the respondents
who listened to foreign stations considered domestic events and issues
to be the most important toplcs which could be broadcast and two-thirds
sald that no other toplics were more important, Tﬁa table of peicentages

of opinions on this matter may be given again here for convenlent reference,

fable 2

IMPCRTANCE OF DEALING WITH DOMESTIC ISSUES AND
AFFAIRS ON WESTERN BROADCASTS

Hmhmtmtthmwﬂﬂ.nguhﬂ.-..;-.-m
Important but other toples equally important . « o« 36
Mmtmmtoﬂ“..-----.-lﬁ
Not ascertainable -------t----lll--la
Total Cases (100%) = (80)

The exact kkinds of domestic issues and affairs which are con-
sidered to be important will be discussed presently. However, it is
useful here to point out that what the listeners want to hear is not

¥ There were no particular soclal or educational groups in the sample
who felt exceptionally strongly about this matter.

T!HE! Eﬂl
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simple news about their own country but critical attacks on domestic
conditions and Commnists. This fact must be kept in mind in assessing
the reasons for the desire to hear about domestlc affairs. Certainly
people like to hear about the things that are closest to them, and this
motive unquestionably is an importart component of the interest in
hearing about domestic affairs on the foreign radio; but when people want
to hear only unfavorable comments about the things close to them, it is
obvious that other factors are operating. In the Hungarian uitault-iﬁn
one of the oth.r factors is doubtless the desire to learn the truth about
what is happening in the country, yet mng the chief kinds of domestic-
issue broadcasts mentioned by the respondents are attacks on Communist
persecution and on domestic economic conditions, condltions about which
most respondents know the truth by personal experience. Deslire to hear
the truth about matters such as this seems to be principally desir: to
hear the truth spoken freely in contrast to the stream of lies and dis-
tortions which emanates from the Communist media:

The largeat part of all our news came from Western

radio program beamsd to Hungary. We listensd! to

them because these were the only stations which

talked frankly and openly about the Hungarian -

situation. (00L/1)

We tried to listen (to foreign broadcasts) because

we wanted to hear the volice of opposition -- no mat-

ter where it came from. The broadcasts of these

(foreign) stations were the opposite of those of

Budapest. For example, over Radio Budapest we heard

confessions of the priests (at their trisl). However,

we falt and believed that priests would not admit

things like that. So we waited anxiously for the

Western broadcasts in order to know the true facts

sbout the trial. It was the same as far as other
information is concerned. We were always convinced

IPOR, Ine.
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that the opposite of what Budapest said was true.

It was a mice feeling to hear the truth broadcast

by (the Voice of) America. The falseness of the

information coming from Budapest was well known.

The statements of RFE about Communists whom we

knew also pleased us particularly, It was a satis-

faction for us that others knew them as well as

‘we did. (011/3)
Matters about which the truth is not known ami is greatly desired are
such things as the names of Communist informers, disputes among the
Party members, and warnings of impending Communist measures. Here the
desire to learn the truth is the desire to safeguard oneself plus the
desire to feel that all is not well with the regime ani that attempts
of the regime to spy upon and control the population are beirg or can
be counteracted. If the policies of the regime are falling and if
the leaders of the regime cannot agres, then the day of the regime's
end seems closer or at least seems possible. In the same way, the
truth about the economic conditions in the country makes economia
collapse and hence the end of Communism in Hungary seem possible. It
1s the wish for the end of the regime, the hope for liberation, that
is the common denominator in all the desires to hear about domestic
events and issues on the forelgn radio. When to this is added the
interest in hearing about the things which are closest to the listener,
the interest in hearing about the hidden developments in the country
which native sources do not mention, and the satisfaction and comfort
derived from knowing that the world outside is familiar with and sympath-
etic toward the problems of the Hungarian people, then the treatment of

domestic issues by the Western stations becomes emormously important.

Ig Eﬁg IIH:-
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Programs about the domestic scene have still an additional
advantage that adds to their popularity. Attacks upon existing bad
conditions with which the listener has intimate unpleasant familiarity,
and particularly upon named persons whom the listener knows about or
may even know Ipnrsunﬂ.‘l.r, have a virulent anti-Commnist quality that
reports about diplomatic developments and rearmament in the world at
large, however anti-Communist such reports msy be, can never have.

It is in this respect that an unofficlial Western station like RFE has
an advantage in capturing listener attention over the official govern-
mental stations. RFE can and does exploit its attacks on the domestic
scens and says things that a diplomatically friendly government could
not very well say -—- for example, it broadcasts names of Communist
informers. This station is considered the speclalist in broadcasts
dealing with domestic affairs, and its popularity is overwhelmingly
derived from such broadcasts.

RFE spoke even more to our taste and could even
throw a better light on our problems. For instance:
the serious economic situation of the peasants,
the encouraging of the youth to endurance, the
tarror against workers in the factoriss. From all
this we got a perfect plcture of the situation
of the country and we saw also that all this was
known abroad, too. This was important because our
anda would like to make us beliewve that
ithe foreign countries are looking on Hungary as
a bullder of socialism.' When later we listened
to the radio, we knew that the Western laborer
was not decelved and that in the Weat they were
informed about what was going on in Hungary. The
news service of RFE was so good that it not only
reported daily events, but it even predicted many
things, for instance, the shortage of fuel, of
meat, etc, Such things are disclosed by our propa-
ganda only later (and explained)as damage caused
bjr the kilaks. RFE, however, tells it in advance
ard explains the real causea. (052/5)

Ry, inc.
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Eighty-two per cent of RFE's preferents said that they pre-
ferred it because of its broadcasts about the domestic scene, and when
respondents who preferred other stations sald that RFE was the most pre=-
ferred st.atilnn among the Hungarian population at large, they glmost in-
variably sald that this was because RFE's broadcasts deal with home
affairs.

Comparison of VOA and RFE
As the following table indicates, while the VOA is mot in-
frequently charged with neglecting local problems, RFE is almost never
accused of deficiency in thie regard.

Tabtle 28

ADBQUACTY OF BROADCASTS ABOUT DOMESTIC AFFALRS

On VOA On RFE

Time devoted to broadcasts of

domestic affairs is adequate . . . « » o » o L6E  LOZ
Too little time is devoted to
ﬂmnmﬂfﬂﬂ--------------m 6

Too much time is devoted to
m.lf-iﬂlffll.ﬂ-.-.----.---- 3 5
Don't know; mot ascertainable . . . . . - « &« 5 Ly

Total Casas (100%)= (h) (&)

This table should be taken only as indicating the general trend of
respondent thought, because RFE was not asked sbout directlys Hence
there is & high percentage of "not ascertainsbles.® Every respondent
was asked about VOA. The "don't knows"™ aml "mot ascertainablee” with
respect to VOA came from respordents who said that sometimes more time

should be devoted to domestic problems, scmetimes less, according to
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what was going on in the world and at home, from those who said that VOA
has less broadcasting time than RFE amd herce cannot spend much t‘.iﬁ on
domestic affairs, and from those who were not snough interested in hear-
ing about dmagtin issues to care. In spite of the incompleteness of the
table, it is significant to note that there are almost no complainta about
RFE for broadcasting too little domestic news, and that two-fifths of the
RFE listeners, without being directly asked, expressed thelr satisfaction
with the amount of time RFE spent on this topic. Only ? VA listeners
and 3 RFE listeners sald these stations spent too much tims on the toplic.
And although a considerable number of respondents were satisfied with
VOA's domestic news broadcasts, an equal percentage felt that VOA did not
dewote sufficient time to the matter. In this respect a considerable
difference shows up between VOA preferents and non-preferents (there was
no difference between VOA non-preferents in general and RFE preferents
in particular).

Table -2

ADEQUACY OF VOA'S BROADCASTS ABOUT DOMESTIC AFFAIRS

VoA Other VOA

Preferents Listeners
VOA devotes adequate time . . . . . 55% 39%
VOA devotes too little time . . . . 39 51
VOA devotes too much time . . . . & 3 3
Don't know; mot ascertalnable . . - 3 T
Total Cases (100%)= (33) (L1)

The contrast between VOA aml RFE with regard to coverage of the

local scens is drawn over and over again in the intervi ews:
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The VOA does not talk enough about home problems.
RFE gives much more and is therefore much maore
popular. I know of course that all the time can-
not be spent for home news. I realize that there
are people whose information about the home situ-
ation is better than the average. They get more
news because they have more intelligent friends

or they visited the capital or they travel around
the country. Such people of course would like to
know more of the happenings outside of the border,
That means that you cannot limit yourself to home
pews, but none of the stations does it. On the other
hand, you really have to give soms home news be-
cause the interest disappears if you don't have some.
As I see it, Madrid ceased to be a success when
people realized that Madrid is not in a position
constantly to obtain recent Hungarian news. At the
same time they can personally cnieck how much RFE
knows and how exact they are. (00L/S)

When RFE started to operate, it conquered the people
by speakirg more accurately of the life of the Hun-
garian people, and reported where what happened. It
reported the kind of events in Hungary which we could
not have learned of in any other way. For lnstance,
we could not have learned from each other in conver-
sation what the AVO did with somebody. We could learn
these things from the reports of Balint Boda on RFE.
Well, when we spoks before about where we got our in-
formation from concerning the domestic situation, I
should have mentioned the Western radio broadcasts,
too. The VOA broadcasts the same things also but in
not as much detail as RFE. (013/L)

Sometimes the complaints are aimed directly at VOA without con-
trasting the superior performance of RFE:

The VOA should deal with "ungarian problems more and
more, becsuse otherwise it will lose its populsrity

« « « o Personally, I skipped the home news, because
it was not importamt to me. But if you ask me what

is generally most imrortant to the public, I haw to
say that people are most interested in horme news amd
in world news which is direectly connected with the
fate of Hungary . . . . Such news is also important
F-;m;# it keeps 'the population opposed to the regime.
033
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A handful of respondents ascribe differential roles to HFE
and VOA, while they recognize the distinct varistion in emphasis of the
pmuthﬂmtwatﬂm,thwwuwmmmﬂmm
division of laber.

I liked the VOA and RFE alike. The latter dealt more
with Hungarian matters and so, in this field, it was
worth more to me (than the VOA). The VOA did not

have much time left for this; bowever it had plenty

of foreign news material, such as detailed reports
sbout Korea. I liked this very much on the VOA. (025/5)

It is of no use for the VOA to spend time on un=
important questions. It would be out of place if
it read the nsmes of trusties, or something similar.
This would only break up the work in small parts,
and the essence would dissolve. The essence is:

- The VOA should speak exactly as much about Hungary
as it has done up to now, It is necessary that it
should speak about her, Hungary has always existed
and when speaking about her the VOA proves, although
it follows a general line of world policy, that it
acknowledges the existence of Hungary and gives

importance to her. This is important for people at
to know, because they can see thus that Hungery

the Hungarien people will be a factor in

What Are the Important Domestic Issuss and Affairs?
It is the exceptional individusl who restricts his discussion

of foreign broadcasting about internal conditions to a single topic or
issue. Most of these problems are inextricably interrelated, in reality
as much as in the minds of respondents. As previously mentioned, almost

all of the topics mentioned concern matters which reflect discredit on
TFoR, Ine.
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the regime. The wide dissemination of such information is expected to

promote the discomfiture, the genersl weakening, and hopefully, the

ultimate overthrow of Communism in Hungary.

Table

DOMESTIC ISSUES IMPORTANT IN FOREIGN BROADCASTIWG*

Oppression of population, exploitation of
workers by Communism, deportatioms . . .
Denunciation of Commnist informers,
mﬂﬁﬂ.m-..--...-..-.-.
Criticlsms of home economic conditions . . .
Contents which counteract Commnist
attempts to indoctrinate the people . . . -
Forecasts, warnings of impending
Commnist measures . . . « « « = + = =
The embarrassment of Communist officials . .
Advice on ways of counteracting,
resisting or evading regime measures . . .
Reports of regime struggle against the
mmmmm-r------.
Programs of national music . . « .« -
Advice on how to esC8pPe®. « « « « « »
Reports of internal dissension within
the Communist Party « « « =« « « « ¢« = + = »
Contents dealing with mational culture,
art, literature, history. . . - - » « « = »
The nature of the HAungary of the future . .

Total Cases (100%)=

Factual information in some of these areas may have
usefulness and, as has been pointed out in previous
tionsl and important morale functions.

The majority of the 'Hungarl.m respondents,

... 63
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(100)
immediate practical

ssctions, has addi-

ircluding those who

did not listen to foreign broadcasts, named Communist oppression in Hun-

gary as the topic of greatest interest among domestic events and lssues.

¥ TRIs tabls Indicates the musber of respondents who referred specilically
to each of these problems in discussing the content of foreign broadcasts.

THGH, Inc.
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This area comprises both political persecution (deportation, arrests,
police brutalities), and exploitation of workers and peasants, as
11lustrated by the followlng statements:

The Western radios should speak primarily about
. the Hungarian political situatlon anml acvut how
e are treated and manhandled by the AVH

Hungarian political police, formerly AVO), and

in the Hungarian prisons, Back home, not even
those who have been hurt in those plares dare

speak about their experiences. My pal, with whom

I escaped, had already tried to escape once before,
but he had been canght and got three months in

Jail for it. He told me only when we got to Austria
that after he had been caught he was beaten up ano
Idecked around by the AVH men. At his interrogation
they asked him whether he had been beaten. If he
sald "yea'! he was beaten up for that, and if he
said that he had not been beaten, then he was
beaten up again for lying. Resgardleas of what

he answered, it always ended in his being beaten.
It is with certein satisfaction that the Hungar-
jans back home listen to news about these things

= over Western radios, and to their reports, saylng

that they (the Western radios)are clear about the
Communists' doings back home. It would be good

if the Western radios spoke about these Communist
acts. . « o If the Western radio spoke about these
things often, there would be different people who
would be able to listen to the broadcasts at differ-
et times, and so the word would get around that an
eye was had.ngh?gt on the Hungarian Commmunists by
the West. (065/5-6) -

Western radio broadcasts dealing with Hungarian
mtters were moat effective ., Whenever there was

a broadcast which said that such-and-such a kulak
was arrested amd his property confiscated, or any
other broadcast dealing with events 1n Hungary,
then the reaction of the Hungarian listener was
that the VOA == or snother Western station -=
knew what was golng on in Aungary and that they
(the West) were interested in us and were watch-
irng over us. This is a tremendous spiritual boost.

(092/11)
nﬂ!l Inc.
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part of the technical intelligentsia is really

impressed by the with which the Commnists

build up (industry) in Hungary. Never before has
there been so much industrial construction in
Hurgary. The factories which they build now will
remaln there and will enrich the country. But the
names of the Communists will alsc be linked with

- the inhuman terror by which they have been wring-
ing this achievemsnt out of the Hungarian people
in such & short time. It would not do any harm to
repeat on the radic over and over again that the
Communists have no right to exploit the people to
such an extent. It ought to e said what would
happen in America if the government began to em-
ploy such methods of construction. (076/1l)

Also very welcome in foreign broadcasts are demnciatiom of
Communist informers and agents (mentioned by L3 per cent of the
respondents). Such denunciations stismlate hope in snti-Commmists
and are mppuéd to act as a breke on some Communists, who become fearful
that they may be singled out for revenge in the event of a shift of power.®

I and my husband were enthusiastic listeners to
Western radio stations . . . . We particularly
enjoyed it when RFE talked about Communism in
Sopron and mentioned the names of (prominent)
Communists. These broadcdsts were very effect-
ive threats to these Communists and at the same
time they brought comfort to good Bungarians
who saw that they had some protection. (073/L)

cas y su may have u [} as in
case described below in which the accusation was unjust:

Oreat trouble was caused once in cur village by the
Western radio. RFE disclosed who the Commnist inform-
ers were in the village, and the five or six persons who
were mentioned were the most honest people and of the best
character. And just those weren't mentioned who could have
been suspected or about whom we positively knew it (that
they were Communist informers) already. This broke down
those whose names were slandered amd it also discredited
RFE. Later the whole thing was forgotten. This (sort of
program) makes sense only if the information is correct.
Then it has a terrific deterring effect. But when it is
incorrect, then it omly causes quarrels and bitterness.

It 13 a very sharp weapon, but also very delicate. (052/7)
:!EE. Im:-
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RFE 1s better inasmuch as it broadcasts more
about Hungarian affairs and 1s closer to the
country. I mean that [ recognized the situa-
tion in Hungarian villages and towns better

on the RFE broadcasts than on VOA. However,

VOA is well-informed about life in Hungary,

tco. Balint Boda, on RFE, named every Commun-
Ast personality in various plants in Hungary,
and told precisely what they were doing. These
Roll Calls were on the air every Wednesday and
we enjoyed them very much, particularly when
they named Communists from our neighborhood.
They reported, twice, the names of Secret Folice
officers statloned at Sopron aml names of Com-
munist managers aml informers. The announcer
warned people to watch out and reported that
the personalities were om a black list. (028/5)

Another topic that respondents believe should be given great
emphasis 1s the failure of Communism to produce the economic Utopia
which was to comes with the elimination of capitallsm, Almost one out
of three respondents mention criticisms of economic conditions at home
as excellent material for Western broadcasts.

The favorite subjects among Western radio news

were those about faltering production and other

Commnist difficulties back home . . « - We found

out (from the radic) how well the West knew about

these things, and how seriously it dealt with them.

This had a better effect than news about sympathy

demonstrations because, ewn 1f they liked to listen

. to (the latter) feapll could mot get too excited

about it. (060/7 .

We wers also very interested in the total exposure

of economic conditions in Hungary amd in the con-

vincing evidence that the economdc crisis must lead

to the total ruin of Communism in Hungary. (073/L)
Such oriticism exploits existing dissatisfaction over economlc hardships
ascribed directly to the regime and attacks Communists at ome of their

most vulnerable points.
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A relatively large number of respondents (3 out of 10) gave
vernt to their preoccupation with the danger of Commmunist attempts to
indoctrinate the people, particularly children and adolescents, and
expressed the desire to hear programs designed to counteract these
attempts. The general ares of refutation of Commnist propaganda will
be discussed in a subsequent section, but this specific toplc is best
included here, since it is usually referred to by the respondents in
the context of domestic issues. The range of problems covered by the
statements in this respect, and the recommendations for the foreign
broadcasters based thereupon, are illustrated by the following:

Young people should be given the most attentiom,
because the Cormunists are working on them most.

For example, the Communists claim that young people
hawe no future in the West, while in the Soviet
Union opportunities never known before have open-
ed to them. It should be explained what the truth
is on this question. Another thing is that the Com-
munists give uniforms and food to the apprentices.
They (the apprentices) should be told where the money
to pay for this came from, that it was the Hungarian
people who suffered and sweated for it . These appren-
tices are told by the Communists that they must be
ﬂhﬂltﬂﬂ!ﬂtlh.fhurmllmnuﬂdthltﬂu
te now can expect and demard any kind of sacri-
fice from them, because they have to pay back their
debte . If only cneof these boys heard the real
truth over the radio (about this problem), a hundred
would know it soon, too. Other, similar problems
should also be thought about. (033/9)

The Communists succeed best in fooling the youth.
They set up various speed-up gourses which they
promise will replace school education. They alseo
promise good possibilities for excellent jobs
upon completion of the courses. The Communists
make the youth believe thus that they have opened
perspectives before them which they never had be-
fore under any kind of regime. Therefore many
yourg people feel gratitude towards the Communists,
Later on, they will discover one day that the whole
thing was a trick. Newertheless, while these ycung
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people feel obliged the Party uses them as
enthmslastic .gitﬂtﬂrﬂ e s = s A bIIII'H.M task
for the Western radios would be to open the eyes
of the misled youth and explain to them all I
spoke about previously. (079/8=9)

The Commnists manage to trick most people by
sending them to an indoctrination course for

a few months, and then they give them Jobs.
These people don't realize that the time will
come when they, too, will be thrown out. And
they are thrown out half a year later. The
(Western) radio should explain to these people
how little their being kdngs for a day is worth.
It should explain that these people did not gain
& position because the regime really wanted to
help poor people . . . . It does not pay to argue
with the Communists, but it is useful to make
things eclear to people who have fallen for some
Communist trick. (059/9)

An almost equal mumber of respondents (27 per cenmt) expressed
the desire to hear on foreign broadcasts warnings of impending Communist
moasures &s an item of practical value to the Hungarian listeners. Some
of these respondents also pointed up to the possibility of inhibdting
the execution of the exposed plans.

We also thought that it was very good when the
Western stations reported in advance about the
plans of the Communists. We had the impression
that the Communists often had to abandon their
plans because of this. (073/L)

There should be more Hungarian news and comment-
aries. For example, when they abduct people, or
if the government is preparing to issue & new de-
cree, as, for instance, in conmection with the
state loans. People don't learn about things
thmdlﬂnnglnmmnupeﬂmthurmn,m'
only belatedly. Western radics ought to try to
anncunce such things in advance. In this way
they could really help the populace which could
then get ready for certain things. In the second
place, they could harm the Communists, because
things would become public which they wanted to
conceal. In the third place, they would directly
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serve Western interests, because the listening
audience would be greater. This would be im-
portant for those in the West, because those
listening to Hungarian news would at the same
time sutomatically hear news the West wanted
to relate about itself. (019/8)

Twenty-one per cent of the respondents recommended that foreign
broadcasts transmit sdvice on ways of reacting to Commnist measures, of
resisting them if puasibla,. and of avading them if irpossille. Onz of ihe
RFE preferents, a young urd.i'u-uifg'-t.raiuad economist, engaged in a
lengthy discussion which sums up this question rather well and shows,
too, how domestic news is related to international news about measures
taken toward liberation of the Hungarians:

With an appropriate news service, several million
dollars' worth of damage could be caused to the
production program of the Hungarien Communist
Party, through passive resistance or silent
sabotage. Such broadcasts should say that the
workers should not be like robots when golng to
the factory, and that the peasants should hide
everything they can. Because of intensive Com-
munist s and as a result of being over-
worked, most of ‘the people in Hungary have become
exhausted, opportunists, and compromisers. Many
people were made to believe that the road of pro-
gress was set by the Communists' production pro-
gram, even if it is not without mistakes. Time
has ground away the spiritual resistance of s
They hope for and expect & changa (of regime) in
‘time, but they dare not oppose the present regime
in thought or action, because they do not expect
the desired changes will occur during thelr lives.
They consider that there has been Soviet rule in
Russia for more than 30 yeara and that events in
Aungary gradually follow (the pattern of )what
has happened in the Scviet Union. They believe
Commuolst propagenda that the Soviet Unlon de-
sires world peace, aml that, in turn, excludes
the possibility of a change (of regime) for a long
time. They regard it as being in their interest
to remain in their jobs, to advance, to be able
to buy clothea and shoes for themselves and their
families, Western radios should adapt themselves
to that mentality, and they should speak about
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when the coming war will probably start anl end,

ard they should emphasize that people who think
along the lines I mentioned just now are lost
people. Besides increasing their spiritual strength,
people should also be persuaded to rather endure

a year or two of want than to spoil their entire
future lives. Specific instructions given by Fun-
garian political leaders living abroad could well
{nfluence the conditions back home. Many of these
leaders would be listened to because of their hav-

Lng ?urannnl prestige (among the Hungarian popula-

on), even if this is not true about all of them.

1t 1s a pity that they cannot be heard over the
Western stations. (092/11) :

The other respondents who menticned this problem expressed also,
in a similar vein, their willingness, nay, their anxiety to be guided by
advice comirg from the foreign stations. Only two respondents, one of
whom did not listen to foreign broadcaats at all, expressed doubt as to
the wisdom of trmlli.ttjlmg this sort of advice, particularly if it were
to urge the Hungarians to active resistance.

Twenty-aix per cent of the respondents said also that they liked
to hear reports which were embarrassing to the Commnist officlals. By
such reports they meant almost any unfavorable comments on the Hungarian
domestic scensj praciically amything that is wrong with life in Hungary
@an be blamed on the Commmnists and should embarrass them because it gives
the 1lie to their promises and clalms. '

Other important items (each mentioned by between 7 and 18 re-
spondents)are: information about the regime's struggle against religion and
the Church, prograps of national music ma by the regime, advice on how
to escape from Hungary, reports of internal dissension smong Communists,
programs dealing with national culture, and atatements of what the future

R Hungary will be like.
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There seems to he little doubt that, glven the importance to
the listeners of foreign broadcast treatment of rfomestic events amnd
issues, those forelgn stations are decldedly well advised which devote
eonsiderable attention to the domestic scene. RFE is considered to be
the best station in this respect. This poses a problem to the VOA. A

= responsible goveromental station cannot, of course, use the domestic
scene to launch into the kinds of attacks on governments and people
that make RFE so popular, but if policy decisions allow the VOA to
concentrate more than at present on fairly strong attacks on, say, the
violations of human rights or the domestic economy, the effectiveness
of the VOA should be inoreased. With a more extensive covaerage of
Jomestic issues,the VOA, because of the importance of its sponsorship
and with the additional help of the excellence of its news service,
might well become clearly the most preferred Western station. Its only
rival now is RFE (as shown in a previous section, it 1s not clear which
of the two is the most preferred station among the Hungarian population
at large), and RFE's popularity is based almost entirely upon its strong
attack on domestic lssues and personalities.
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The belligerent antl-Commundist character of the broadcasts was
mentioned as a preference reason with respect to the VOA by L listeners
(nonepreferents) and with respect to RFE by L listeners. These figures,
however, do not place strongly worded anti-Communist broadcasts in
froper perspective. This is because so many other statements of the
respondents imrly desire to hear and aprroval of violent attacks on
Communism but are not specifically phrased in those terms. WNews which
can be interpreted as meaning that the West is arming in order to wage
war on Communism is certainly belligerent; the strong US stand against
Communism on the international scene which some respondents contrast
favorably with the "weak" British attitude is, when reported in the
broadecasts, considered to have the proper anti-Communist tone; and above
all else the attacke on the domestic regime and the demunciations of and
promises of retaliation againet Commmnist informers which are broadcast
by RFE are belligerent in character, There and relatedtorics have all
been discussed extensively in preceding sections and need not be elabo-
rated upon here.

It 15 clear that except for listeners who want objectivity
or who want to hear only pure news reports without commentary, belliger-
ency or strongly stated anti-Communism which suggests that the Communist
regimes are about to be eradicated is greatly valued, and this means
that most listeners want to hear it. And the clear impression wiich is
geined from reading the interview:, zlthough this impression camnot be
properly quantified, is that RFE is considered by the respcndents to be
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the most belligerent station, BBC is the least bellipgerent, and VDA
occuples a middle ground. When the subject is mentioned, RFE is char=
acterized as more "stimulating", "violent", "immoderate and aggressive",
"ironical and cutting" than VOA, When the VOA is referred to as bel-
ligerent it is ususlly in terms of its firmness and determination, No
direct question was asked of the interviewees on this torie, and many

did not rate the stations, Among those who spoke about it, however, the
verdict as to the relative belligerency of these staticns was practically
unanimous .#

® Madrid was also considered belllgerent, but too few respondents
discussed Madrid in any detail to allow the formation of a clear
Plcture of the respondents' conceptions of the virtus of its program .
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Sroadcasting Preference and Evaluation: Features

With the exception ol broadcasts dealing with American life,
no programs which could be classiiled as features were mentioned as
preference reasons by Hungarian respondents. Since two special questions
were asked comcerning the hﬁatmnt. of American life on foreignm broad-
casts, this particular type of feature material is dealt with separately
below.

Although features did not figure as preference reasons, many
Hurgarian respondents, when asked to outline what should go into an
"jdeal program,” mentioned types of content which canbe classifled
as leatures. These included music, sports news, reviews of cultural
activities, talks having to do with technical and scientific progress
ard stories for children. In American media contents of this kind
have the functions of educating and entertaining the audience. But it
is difticult to find a single Hungarian respondent who wanted to hear
features simply in order to be entertained or enlightened. In every case,
the particular type of feature material called for turns out to have
political significance for the respondent.

A good example is the young Hungarian factory worker who at
first appeared to be interested in sports for thelr own sake:

1 and my fellow workers liked much more to hear
features, especially concerning technical de-
velopments and sports, than news. At the time
of one boat race, I met a man interested in sports
in Budapest who told us that there is a new type
of shell in the US. He saw it because he had been
" 4n Weatern Burope. It was wery easlly handled --
it was easy to take it from the water. We tried to
skatch how it looked. It would be very interesting
to hear something about such things over the VOA.
(005/5)
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On closer examination his desire to hear sports news [rom the West 1s
seen to arise from his wish to be able to counter the boasts in the
Commnist press concerning Russian accomrlishments in sports:

. The same sports news was in Szabad Nep and the waekly
called Nepsport. It is said that the slans are the
beat in evary of sport; for example it said that
in crew the Russians made so and so many kilometers
durimg a certaln period, but since . myself had done
crew racing and knew something about it, I couldn't
believe it. In football and other kinds of sports
also the Russians were held up to be better than

.- Hungarians, even though we knew that the Hungarians
were much better. Nothing was said about Western
sports. (005/2)

"Good old Hungarian music"(018/8) was included in the "ideal
pi-ngM' more often than any other type of feature. The HMH
were referring to the kind of Hungarian folk music which has been
banned by the Communists. Most of them made this point explicitly.
They were not only nostalgic for the misic but they wanted the enjoy-
able opportunity to defy the ban.

Hungarian music is missing from Radio Budapest
broadcasts; moreover, most of it is completely

- banned. Foreign stations should supplement this
to a greater extent. This is what attracts the
simple people most, and even the other groups,
because the Commnists want to make them forget
it. (054/12) X
In the Hungarian program there should be, from
time to time, broadcasts of Hungarian songs banned
by the Commnists, to serve as an expression of
the uﬂmlizu-lt and to further national
feeling. (092/17) :

Talks on sclentific and technical developments in the Western
world and reviews of activities in the arts, even though completely non-

political in content, were thought of by the respondents as answers to
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Commmnist lies and boasts. They help, one respondent said, to preserve
the memory of “old values" which the Commmists are sesking to destroy:

I forgot to include sciences and literature when
I composed the 30-minute radio program. I was
a student and I knaew well what the situation in
these [ields was. There are hardly any books left
in Hungary which aren't full of lies. If T had
Ikmown beforehand the questions you are asking me

- here, I would have put some school books into my
pocket insiead of another pair ol shorts, when I
escaped from Fongary. I covld show them to vou
now and you could see what kind of things are
written in them. Every inventor and scientist
was, without exception, a Russian. If the VOA
spoke about atomic research, rocket ships to the
moon, about history and literature and so on,
it would serve a double goal: First of all the listen-
ers would learn the truth. Secondly, all the people
who don't listen now because they don't care about
politics would become listeners. The VOA reports of
a political nature would reach thus also those whose
political semse is undeveloped. (089/9)

Regular information on sclentifie, art and other
technical literature, as well as about fiction.
Besides discussing new literary works, mention should
also be made about old literary values, because the
peoples living behind tha Ircn Curtain are even de-
prived of those by the Commnists. (087/11)

A few respondents suggested programs for children as competing
attractions for the activities of the Communist youth movement:

Youth should be dealt with. The most dangerous age is
between six and fifteen (because they are under constant
Commnist influence at school ard in the Piomeer ‘Young
Communist) movement. The parents cannot care for them,
because they are working all the time. That's why,
especially during the winter when children are forced
to stay at home, there should be lectures for young
people in the aftermcon. There should be lectures
about the Scout movement, Indlan stories, and so on,
which could act as a brake in holding them back from
(adopting) Communism, and which would draw their at-
tention to something else. (051,10)
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One respondent wanted the Volce to transmit some guidance from
Protestant leaders in the West because the Hungarian Protestant leaders,

he sald, are all Commnist sympathizers:

The US is a leading Protestant great power and so
~ the broadcasts of the Voice ought to concern them-
selves more with the Protestant Church and social
1ife. The lack of this was felt all the more back
home, because the present official leaders of the
Protestant churches in Hungary are Communist
pathizers and so do not seek to create contacts
with Protestant churches in the West. An inevitable
consequence of this is that the contact with Pro-
testant churches in the West can only be maintained
in an inadequate fashion by certain persons in the
Protestant Church, but the great masses of Protest-
ants are almost completely debarred from learning
anything about Protestant church life in the West.
Thus, for example, there is no clear and objective
picture back home in Protestant circles as to what
the stand of the Western Protestant churches is with
regard to the Communist-directed peace movement. And
in general we should have liked to become acquainted
= with the opinicns of Frotsstant churches abroad in
regard to questions affecting the peoples of the
world. We would hawe liked to hear more sbout this
from BBC, too. But there at least there 1s a Fro-
testant press review every two weeks. This, too,
is lacking on the VOA. (021/23-2k)

Another wanted religious services for those who did not "dare go to
church®:
During religious holidays, masses and especlally re-
ligious sermons should be broadcast in the morning.
State employees do mot dare to go to church at that
time in Hungary. Their religious needs would be well
satisfied by the radio. (092/19)

From all of these quotations it becomes clear that the motives
for listening to features on the forelgn broadcasts complement thea
motives for listening to news and cmntai';. Respondents were inter-
ested in sports, literature and science but thay were irritated by the

Y intrusion of Communist values into these fields in all the domestic
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media ard by the Communist claims to a monopoly of achievement in
everythin:. They wanted the foreign feature broadcasts to provide them
with a foundation for their disbelief in these ﬁlﬂim, and to attack
Commumism as news broadcasts and commentaries do, and they also wanted
t0 maintain contact with Western values by keeping abreast of cultural
developments.

Fifty-eight per cent of the Hungarlan respondents wanted some
time to be reserwed on an "ideal program" for features (other than those
dealing with American 1ife); 32 per cent felt that features other than
those on Lnsriun.liru were unnecessary or undesirablej 5 per cent felt
that all features were unnecessary and 5 per cent did not indicate their
perscnal views about the desirability of feature broadcasts. Even where
features were felt to be important, respondents considered them second-
ary to news and commentary. Eighteen per cent of the respondents suggest-
ed that about a third of a 30-minute program be devoted to features, but
most of those who wanted to hesr features thought that from 2 to 5 minutes
of a half~hour broadcast every day or a few times a week was enough time
to devote to this kind of program.

Presentation of American Life
Unlike other features, programs describing America and dealing
with 1ife and conditiona in the Unit.m:_l States did figure as preference
reasons for VOA listeners. Thirty per cent of thse VOA preferents mentioned
such broadcasts among their preference reasons and T per cent of those who
were not VOA preferents but who made prefearence statements about VOA men-
tioned information about American life. When asked directly whether VOA
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should broadcast about 1ife in America, SL per cent of the Hungarian
respondents indicated that they wanted to hesr something about his
subject.

It is not curiosity about America per se which motivates
such a lnrgclprnpnrt-im of Hungarian respordents to want to hear about
life in the US. As with other features, the motive is actually political:
life in America, in all its most attractive aspects -- the high stand-
ard of living and the personal liberty -- constitutes an argument against
Communism. The Communists themselves implicitly adwit that a regime is
to be judged by the way of life it M¢as by constantly reiterating
that American society produces unemployment and misery for its workers.
Thutmthlbmt-_thuhnriﬂlnmrhrﬂ‘ way of life thus becomes, for the
respondents, a powerful weapon against Communism:

A relative of mine used to argue very often with
the Communists who, he knew, would not report him
to the police, and his primary argument was about
the American way of 1life. As a matter of fact,
this was his decisive argument. Actually, he has
no accurate information about it (the American way
of 1ife), and most of the time he let his imagina-
tion work when te them about how people lived
there (in America). (033/7-8)

Through the transmissions of the VOA it becomes
clearly apparent how good life is in the USA, the
extent to which men really get ahead there, and the
way in which the righta of freedom are not assured
merely on paper. Through the VOA people became aware
that even the eriticism of President Trumn is en-
tirely permissible therse. No one is afflicted with
consequences even remotely comparable to those which
in Hungary would descend on anyone who dared to
eriticize Matyas Rakosi or other Communist leaders.
It 1s essential that everyone in Wungary be clearly
avare of this and, on the basis of the transmissions
of the VOA, be able to make comparisons with the
situation back home at all times, This also holds

TFOR, 1mc.
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troe with respect to the VOA'as description of
American labor conditions as, for examrle, when
it deseribes tnc 1ife of the worker there, amd
what he can buy with his earnings . Enviously
Hungarian workers hear that in the USA the work-
er is truly a man and is not exposed to the
bestlal fate which is the lot of the Hungarian
worker, But this envy is healthful because it
makes men consclously aware of the difference
ard makes the elimination of this difference
desirable on the part of Hungarian workers.

(036/6)
Ore respondent, a skilled worker, when asked whether VOA should
broadcast about American lite, at first did not appear to be much inter-
ested:

It was worthwhile to talk about Amerdican life.
However, people know that there is a higher
standard of living in America, Anyhow it is
more important to talk about events in
Hungary. . « (003/5)

However, in making up his ideal program, he said:

« » « Industry, techmiques and machines should

be treated on a comparative basis. They (the Com=
munists) led me to believe at home that the
(agricultural) combine is a new revolutionary

Soviet invention. New I see hare that not a bit

of 1t 48 true becsuse I have seen combines in the
West, even better oncs. The people at home are not
informed about 1t. Ewven the enemies of the Com=
munistas believe that only the Russians have combines.

(003/6)
And when asked whether VOA was successfully conveying the favorable
aspects of American life, he said:

In my opinion the VOA has not spoken encugh about
the subject that was the most intereating for me,
technical progress. It spoke about this only when
something had been invented. As to the rest, the
radio never detalled the everyday progress of tech-
niques. This theme, however, interests everybody in
the ‘different trades. Communists repeat it so often
that, if the other side remains silent, people will
consider it proved that everything has been invented
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by the Russians and that it is in the East that
technical progress is still going on. (003/10)

In his mind, information about technical progress in America
would have been the conclusive answer to this "argument" about the
greater technolopical progressiveness of the Communist system, and
therefore he wunted to have information &¢*cut this progress; but he
had but little interest in American life as such -- l.e., American
1ife 4if not used as an attack on the Communists.

Another respondent, a former office omployee in a government
agency showsd very clearly in what he saild that informetiom about the
Undtad States was interecting only to the extent that it was perceived
a8 an "apewer™ to Commumnist argumente or a weapon sgainst the Communists.
In snswer to the question "Should we broadcast sbout Americen life?",
he saids

It would be an excellent idea to compare the earning
conditions in America and in Hungary. This means
facts, not phrases. These facts could be a clever
answer, when, for instance, the Communist propaganda
asserts that the Mmericans collect their food from
the garbage. It's true that on such occasions the
Hungarians ask the question, '4re the parcels they
send us also collected from garbage?' (055/9)

And then, without a break, he went on to say:

I fourn it useless when on the VOA broadcasts I
heard a description of an American landscape or
soms other review about the US. It made the im-
pression on me that it was just to fill out the
time, becanse they didn't have anything better to
tell us. Even if there is really nothing to say
they could leave such things for the end of the
broadcast. Many listeners turn off their radio
hearing these things and deprive themselves of
the subsequent and more interssting announcements.
The VOA almost every time ends its program with
interesting replies (to the Communists). (055/9)
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4 third example of the basic motivation for listening to
broadcasts about American life is provided by a respondent who began
by saying:
News comerning American party politics and
American domestic policy doesn't much interest
the MPungarian people while they are suffering
urder the Communist system. (001/3)

But immediately following this he added:
VOA nmmred. very well the Hurgarian Communist
arpument that the Hungarian press is free while

the American press is under the rule of big
capital. (001/3)

News about America was of no interest in itself -—- but the moment it
became an answer to a Communist argument, he welcomed it.

The fact that broadcasts about American 1life are conceived of
&s part of the fight against Communism is polnted up by the fact that
7L per cent of those who sald that broadcast time should be devoted to
American 1ife said that this time should be srent in comparing the good
conditions in America to the bad ones in Hungary, thus showing in con-
crete terms what ﬁfn under Communism meant. It is sigmificant to note
that no speclfic question or probe in the interview was asked cumoi-ning
the mking of comparisons between the American and Hungarian 1ife. The
suggestion that such comparisons be made was entirely spontaneous on
Huplrtnfthtmpnmntu,lmthuflﬂtthltnmlaﬂiﬂm
of the respondents made it points up the importance of this mode of
handling broadeasts about American life. Had a specific qu:ut-iﬁn been
asked, the proportion of those who stated that they wanted comparisons
would doubtless have been comsiderably higher .

The couching of broadcasts about conditions in America in terms

‘of contrasts with conditions in Hungary mekes these broadeasts sseentially
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attacks on the regime, and the desire to hear them comes from the desire
to hear the regime or Commnism discredited. In this respect the broad-
casts about American life really become for the respondents a sort of
adjunct to the very important broadcasts abtout domestic issues and af-

fairs: conditions in imerica serwe as weapons for the attack on condi-

tions in Hungary..

The direct manner in which broadcasts about American lile are
thought of as actually part of the broadecasts about domestic events and
issues ls perhaps best illustrated by the [vllowing quotation describ
ing what should be broadcast during the first third of an ideal thirty-
mirute program:

Ten minutes should be devoted to the reviewing
of how people's livelihood is being ruined in
Hurgary. That includes, for instance, how the
tradesmen were deprived of tools and opportun-
ities for obtaining raw material, amd how the
farmers were deprived of opportunities for in-
dividua)l "arming. It should be mentioned how
the merchants and artisans were forced to abandon
their occupations, their busimess and their basic
tal within 2L hours. (It should be mention-
how the workers are being hindered from choos-
ing their place of work freely and how thelr
strength is being exploited. On the other hand,
there should be mention of the opportunities for
success of the people having the same occupations
in America and in other Western mations. A radio
interview with some.of those people could also
11lustrate their individual lot. (087/10)

The specific examples of broadcast topice clted by the
respondents chiefly had to do with comparisons of the living standards
of worklngmen:

I listened with great interesta to VOA broadcasts

comparing the living conditions of the American
workers with those of the Hungarian and Russian
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workers. It (the VOA) usually talked about those
things when prices went up in Hungary, makding a
livelihood more diilicult to obtain. The VOA not
only mentioned the exact salaries ol the workers
in those countries, but also pointed out how long
a worker had to work in the USA, in Hungary or
in the Soviet Union to earn the price of warious
necessities, for instance,clothing or a certain
amount of butter. I found the truth in those
broadeasts, in contrast to the anda back
home about Communist prosperity. (085/8)

In my opinion economic news should consist of
broadcasts about the livim conditions of a differ-
ent person each time. Today it might be a tailor's
apprentice, tomorrow a streetcar conductor, them a
factory doorman, a weaving mill worker, and so on,
and they should broadcast about what they earn and
what their financial situation is, For instance,

if a (lungarian) streetcar conductor were to hear
that a streetcar conducter in a Western country

can make good earmings, then this would stick in
his mind and would bother him, because it is about
his own trade. However, if we talk only generally
about the good salaries and well-being of the Western
workers, without mentioning individual %rades, then
the listeners forget auch & breadcast more easily.
The streetcar conductor who heard that broadcast
would certainly menticn it to his colleagues at the
streetcar depot the next day . . . . For instance,
it (the Western broadcast) could mention that a
Western streetear conductor surprised his wife by .
buying her a tin washtub, because that was such a
minor expenditure that he could cover it with one
day's salary, whersas a Budapest streetcar conductor
would be able to buy it by spending two weeks! salary
for it. (0L9/1l)

The VOA used to compare regularly, in a very edu-
cational manner, how much the American and Hungarian
workers earnmed, and what they were sble to buy far
thelr pay. I found these reports very useful. For
instance, an oft-repeated VOA annourcement stuck in
my memory, according to which a dishwasher girl could
live better from her pay in the US than a man in
Hungary working in some intellectual job. It alse
drew attention when the VOA pointed out that to sup-
port a family in Hungary it was necessary for all

the adults in the famlly, and even the older children,
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to work, while in America the pay of the father
was enouch to support the family. They (the V0A)
should report about how the American standard of
living compares with the standard of living in
Hungary, and how much the American worker can
save from his pay ani how much goods he can buy
with it. . . . The VOA should report every week
about the wage rates of the American workers and
about the things he can buy with his earnings.
(02L/6) .

This would be very good. Compare the American
worker's wage ard the value of his money with

the Hungarian. That should be dome, if it is not
already done. I did not hear such a broadeast.

The Commnists ara forever telling lies about the
bad life of the American working man. It has to

be proven that it is not so. Of course no ons -
believes the lies of the Communiste and the people
surmise the truth. But it still would be better
to prove the denials with figures. (075/6)

Other respondents wanted to hear not only about wages but also
about hours of work and systems of pay, about freedom to choose one's own
Job or to strike, about provisions for security and about civil liberties.
In general, humﬁr, the physical conditions of 1ife and work are considered
to be more important than ideclogical questions such as civil liberties.

The emphasis throughout is on the 1life of American workingmen with whom
the respondents felt they could compare thﬁ:sulmn.*

¥ It will be seen in the section of the present report dealing with the
images which respondents had of Americans that the respondents thought
of Americans primarily in terms of only two soclal or ecomomic classes:
workers and employers. That is, the respondents thought in categories
which had meaning in terms .of their own life and world outlock. Hence
the broadeasts about American 14ifs which had real meaning for them
were broadeasts about American workers' lives. In general, the concept
of the "the average American”had 1ittle meaming or was interpreted te
mean "American worker." (Footnote continued on next page)
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Living conditions in the US, and generally in the
West, should be dealt with more than the VOA does

it now. Ten minutes a day should be devoted to
this, too. I am thinking mostly about comparisons
between living conditions in the peoples'! democrasies
andthe free countries. Folitical freedom, as well
as the freedom of speech and religiomn, and other
human rights should alsc be mentioned in these broad-
‘casts. The problem of the right to strike should be
especially elarifiad in the face of the Communist
‘propaganda, which claims that the many mass strikes
are signs of dissatisfaction in the West, and that
the economic and political structure of the peoples'
democracies makes strikes unnecessary. These broad-
casts should emphasize that the right to strike is
also an important human right. They should also
explain in what way and with what effects this right
can successfully be employed in the West. (038/8)

3
]

# (Pootnote continued from preceding page)

The VOA used to talk about this quite nicely
several times. It used to say, for instance,
that in america it was the average man who
bought the most television sets. But saying
this isn't enough, because this is not an
everyday thing . They should be able to explain
better how the dally life of an American worker
goes on. The example of the television set is
something too high (for the comprehension of a
Hurgarian worker). From this they camnot compare
their lives to that of the American worker.
Probably even Rakosi hasn't seen a televislion
set yet. I have only heard that it is supposed
to have been invented in Russia. What they (the
Western radios) should make clear is that not
only the upper 10,000 have a good life in Americay
that there is a good lile in america, is known
by everybody in Hungary, anywsy. But they should
speak about how a factory worker or an agricultur-
al laborer is living, so that people in Hungary
would not think that a good life does not apply
to these groups. (0L3/B)

Evidently this respondent, even though evidencing a somewhat sophlsticuted
mode of thooght, is nmot at 211 sure that the VOA's "average man" is not
the "apper 10,000," and he points out clearly the usual Hungarian's
approach to such concepts.
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Once I heard, for instance, how many hours a
Hungarian and an American workman have to work

to buy two pounds of bread or a pair of shoes,
This is an important and useful program. But

this is only one way to approach the question

aml not always successful becsuse the more

simple Hungarian workmen are not able to figure
‘out what it means in reality. It should be teold
how mich is the effective monthly salary of ar
American worlman, how many articles of need can

he buy from it, and how much money there is left
to him when he has bought them all., Further it
should be told what possibilitdes of comfort,
entertainment ard of culture are open to the
Amerlcan worker. In the second place much atten-
tion ocught to be given to the organizing of work
and the paylng of wages. It would be useful be-
cause nowadays at home the guota system and the
prolonged hours of work are the most depressing
problems of the people. With expert and repeated
discussions of this question ons could make it
clear who exploits the peopls, the capitalists

or the Commmnists. The third gquestion which should
be contimously spoken about is the rights of the
American worker secured by law. This should be
emphasized because in Hungary the workers have
already officially lost, for instance, their right
to choose freely their place of work. The above-
mentioned problems shouldn't be repeated too oftemn,
but it would be extremely useful if the VOA cleared
up from time to time these three questioms refer=-
rin% to the various categories of employees,
(076/12) 5 . A

's tion of American
The VOA listeners in the sample were asked to evaluate the

VOA broadcasts about American 1ife, One-quarter of them felt that VOA's
msmtaﬁ.un m-goud in all respectsj one-fifth either said that they
didn't know how to evaluate these broadcasts or did not answer the gues-
tion. The majority, 53 per cemt, felt that the broadcasts were good in
soma respects but qualified their aprrovel in some way. Only two per
cent of VOA listeners did not want to hear such programs at all.
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VOA LISTENERS' REACTIONS TO VOA EROADCLSTS

ABOUT AMERICAN LIFE

Unqunliriudapproval......+.,¢.r.26ﬁ
Mualified approval:

Unq

sms should be imroved .« « + « = » o 53
ied disapproval: such programs

El'ﬂu:l.dﬂﬂt-h&mut 1ar-nl--12
Don't krnow or not ascertainable® . . » » » « 1¥

Total Cases (100%)a (7h)

It should be noted that those who give unqualified approval tc

the VOA programs are pot by any means thereby requesting more and more of

such programs.

Very often the respondent who approves states specifically

that only a limited amount of time should be devoted Lo the topic:

I listened with grest interest to VOA broadcasts
comparing the living conditions of Arsrican workers
with thoss of Hungarian and Russian workers . . « o
I found the trath in those broadcasts, in contrast
to the propaganda back home about Commnist prosper-
ity. . . . People back home are internsted in thls,
They alss get information about these things through
letters and parcels received from abroad, and they
can well imesgine how much better a world there is

in America than in 9ungary. In my opinion, for that
raason such broadcasts are not very importamt. They
(the foreign stations) should rather talk more about
the problems of liberation. (085/8, 12-13)

The kinds of dissatisfactions mentioned by the interviewees who

wanted to hear about 1ife in America but who sspressed criticlsm of VOA's

handling of the subject were too varied to permit systematic classification.

% This cobegory is primarily composed of respondents who said they never
heard a V0A broadcast about American 1ife;
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Several of them have been indicated already in previous quotations,
for example, those which said that the VOA should deal with conditions
in specific occupations rather than with workers in general and that
the VOA should explain in full detail the buying power of & month's
wages rather ﬁm making fragmentary comparisons. Other criticisms
concern the manner of presentation and lack of inclusion of various
topics. The selection of quotations which follows illustrates more
of the lkdnds of eriticisms which were mentloned:

It would also be better if such VOA broadcasts
were made by & Hungarian worker who escaped the
country this year or last year; instead of being
broadcast by somebody who went to the US before
the war, because he already had enough time to
establish himself in a new existence. A recent
emigrant should be the witness -- someone whose
I{:ranﬁg}ant sverybody in Hungary would understand.
02

Sometimes the VOA talks about the things I men-
tioned about America, but still much more could
be broadcast., I am thinking of "on-the-spot
visits,' interviews with workers, and so forth.
Of course everyone cannot leave Hungary. The
reason these things must be discussed is not to
entice people out of Hungary but to enable them
at home to be able to answer the Communists®
lies, for without this they would lose hopa that
their lives would ever be better. (ﬂﬂwﬂr

I often heard instructive comparisons between
1living conditions in America and behind the Iron
Ourtain. The most important thing in this field
is: a. To show how freedom and prosperity are
connected;
b. To show what spiritual (religious, moral,
sclentifis, artistic) and economic life
m like in reality, mot only on paper;
c. To show what the fate and the opportunities
far success are for the youth of the US,
as compared to the countries behind the
Iron Curtain. In that respect the broad-
casts of the VOA should be somewhat modi-
fied from what they used to be. The previous
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broadcasts dealt mostly with living
conditions of people belonging to
certain occupational categories.
That was good, but was not enough.
(093/19)

#hat I said about freedom (in America) I did not learn
from the VOA but . . . heard about it always this

way for a long time . . . - It would be good if

the VOA helped in such things to open people's

eyes. (058/12)

s o « L miss information about US social condi-
tions, such as, for instance, the acope of social
security, and the possibilities of (paid) vaca-
tions and meals ln a factory. 4ll this 1s present-
ed by the Communist propaganda in a very distorted
manner. They (the Communists) like to emphasize
the things that are lacking in this respect, and
they say that only the rich can have pleasant
vacations in the 05, while the workers hardly
have opportumities %0 go anywhere during their
vecation, (060/10)

Further, there were other such broadcasts over VOA.
For instance, a soliler from Korea wrote a letter
to President Truman. The President answered, too.
This report was exremely important because you
could see what real democracy meant. Unfortunately
I never heard anything sald over the VOA about the
activitiss of the trade unions in America, although,
I think, this should k= an important part of the
program. 1 thought of it because the trade unions
in Hungary are a whip in the hands of the Uovernment
to drive pesople to work. I don't know whether the
Americans are aware of this. The Hurgarians should
be contlnuously told over the radio what sort of
organizations the trade unions are abroad. I don't
think of dry statistlics, but of interviews, ete.,
from which the listeners would get a clear plcturs
about the activities of the American trade unions.
For instance, an old worker who doesn't work any
more could recount in what circumstances he lives
now, and when and in what privileges he had par-
taken in the past, thanka to the trade union: un-
employment relief, childbirth ald, ete. (095/8)

In some cases the respondents indicated that too much talk

about the pood life in America, =wn in a context of invidious
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comparison with the Commnists, would begin after a while to "hurt,” because
1t is they, themselves, after all, who are the victims of the situation:
When the VOA spoke about American life, I listen-
ed to it all cheered up and my soul rejoiced when
I heard what they had there (in the US). It hurts,
. paturally, (when we realize) how mach we have to
suffer. fmﬂm
The VOA used to talk about this contimually. For
instance, it used to say thet a Hungarian worker
worked for almost a full day to earn the price of
a kilogram of sugar. At the same time, the Ameri-
can worker earned the prics of a peir of shoes in
less time. In Hungary, this (the price of a pair
of shoes) would be almost a month's salary. This
anda works both wsys, however, because people
1isten to it and get desperate afterwards over kill-
ing themselves with work, and achieving no results,
A person who buys a pair of shoes in Hungary must -
fast all month, People rather expect the radio to
report about the thunder of arms in Europe. {051/8)
Obviously, desires are so varied that it is not possible to
satisfy all listeners, and thmfura“t.he fact that there are 80 many
eriticiams of the VOA does not necessarily mean that the VOA is dodrg
a poor job. These suggestions and criticisms concerning the pressat-
ation of 1life in the US do, however, point to two conclusions; a major-
ity of the foreign broadcast listeners in the Hungarian sample want to
hear about American life, but only in a context which e¢learly defines
this materisl as a weapon of attack against Communism., In some instances
the respondents themselves interpret facts about America as anti-
Comminist arguments without assistance from the broadcasis, but in most
cases they want explicit comparisons with Commnist conditions to be
made. One respondent quoted above (p.160), for example, had heard a
Commnist source say that the American press was comtrolled by capital-

ists. When he then heard a program asserting the freedom of the American
TTOR, Inc.
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press, he interpreted this as an answer to the Communist statement.
fhis same respondent, however, said that descriptions of American
domestic politics were uninteresting. Evldently he was unable by
himself to draw the relevant comparisons with totalitarian politics,
but he probably would hawe been interested had they been drawn for him.
The second conclusion is that too much or too frequent
deseription of the good life in America is likely to becoms unpleasant
to the listeners, even if it is used as a basis for discrediting the
Commnists. Beyond a certain point, it focusses the listeners' atten-
tion on the bitterness of their own misery and makes them all the more
impatient to hear news of action toward liberatlon. Although the
respondents did not specify, in terms of time, how much such talk was
"too much,"” they made it clear that broadcasts describing American 1life
should occupy & place on the VOA program decidedly subordinate to in-
termtional and domestic news bearing on the struggle against Communism,
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DBroadcasting Preference and Evaluvation: Humor and Setire
In discussing programs of humor and satire on foreign brosd=

casts the respondents talked exclusively about humor with political con=
tent. These shows are thought of as snother means for the expressiomn
of antieCommunist feelings.
I was very glad to hear jokes, The Farls radio
had a program every Wednesday, when they ridiculed
the Hungarian Communist bosses hy singing old
Hungarian tunes with satirical verses. It is very
good if they comment on the situation back home in
a satirical wsy. Those 30,000 1la at Dinspentele
(industrial section of Budepest) cannot voice thedr
opinion and they are very glad if somebody does.
They know very well that they are not the ones the
redio attacks and ridicules. I do not remember hear=
ing any humorous program on the VOA, (020/9)

Only 2 VOA preferents, 3 RFE preferents and 1 Radio Paris
preferent mentioned humor and satire as preference reasons. When respond-
ents were asked what funny things they /iad heard on foreign broadcasts,
however, 53 per cent of the RFE listeners spontsneously mentioned RFE's
humorous broadcasts, all but three of them making favorsble commenta,
usually about the satirical songs te popular tunes known as "csasstusks® .
Twenty=-eight per cent of Radio Paris listeners mads some favorabls refar-
ence to humorous broadcasts on the Paris radio and 12 per cemt of the
BBC listensers referred to mmor on the BBEC, only 1 of the comments being
unfavorable, Several respondents who compared foreign stations in terms
of humor clalmed both that RFE carried more humor than other stations and

that its material was more successful,
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If the radio makee jokes it creates a good mood.,
In that way RFE i# more successful than the others,
They have many more funny features than the VOA,
They broadcast Csassztuska songs . . . - The next
day all the people talk about these humorous
episodes. Tha jokee wers newer ammoying as they
ware directed spainet the people whom the laber
class dislikes, The people are happy that someons
‘should make fun of the party secretaries or factory
directors, (00l/6)

The csasztuskas broadcast by RFE on Saturdays are
very effective. People note them down and next
day they tell other, Jokes against Rakosi
and Stalin are cularly liked, and pecple pass
them on, Michurin jokes are also very popular,
Everyone is glad to hear that in the West they
dare make fun of the hated leaders of the regime,
It may be that VOA's humorous broadcasts have
escaped my attention accidentally, But it may
glso be that they don’t give such programs, At
all events, it is my feeling that RFE and Paris
are better at this, Even what Andrew Martin does
over the BEC can in part be characterised as humor,
Rather it's not even what he says, but how he say®
it. (019/10-11) ]

Humor on the VOA
Respondents were specifically asked to evaluate the humor en
VOA. Fewer than 1 out of L VOA listeners reported having heard humorous

or satirical material on a VOR broadcest. Seventy-four per cent had
seldom or never heard VOA use such material bi:t offered an opinion on
the desirability of its inclusiong 3 per cent expressed no opinion at all

on this question,
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Table 32

HIMOR OK VOA
VOA 14steners who heard humor on VOA . & ¢ ¢ o 0 « o 238
VOA listeners who heard no humor on VOA bub
expressed an opinion on the use of humor . . - o o Th
VOA 1isteners who made no commant . . « o ¢ ¢« =« 2 3
Total Cases (100%) = (7h)

0f the 17 respondents who heard humor on VOA, 15 expressed
favorable opinions and 2 were critical.

Humorous broadcasts have instructive effects back
home, and alsc give pleazsant moments to the listener.
They constitute variety, Their effect can be seen
by their spreading from mouth to mouth, The VOA's

There were jJokes on the VOA, We liked to hear some-
body ridiculing the Commumists. Insteed of listeming
to their continued boasting and how much they preo-

duced, we were having a real laugh, They wers
always bragging and boasting on the Budapest radio
We got a chance to laugh only when the foreign radios
were making fun of them. There wers such good jokes
that a1l of us hed to hold our sides. We

not only over VOA, but on the Fremch and British
brosadcasts s Ml of them were good in this
respect. iﬂﬂﬂﬂ)

One of the critical respondsnts was spparently offended by an
ironic parallel drewn by VOA betwesn the Commumnists' practice of honoring
thelr satellite puppets and the old Hapsburg practice of honoring mewbers
of the aristocrascy,
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once reported about the sppointment of Matyas

#l and Frno Cero as honorary Russian colonels.

speaker tried to be ironic but it didn't sound
way. He said that in ancient times it was

dukes who were appointed as homorary colonels.
It is strange that VOA should find fault with that,
Rakosi and Cero rendered much better services to
Homﬂmnﬂuﬂunﬂmdnhutnthaﬂapnhm

: ﬂ;matymd-mum_h;. Therefore it is not a matter
rﬂnthsthﬂﬂwmunhdtnrmthnﬂmgm
Commmist leaders who rendered them such precious

EEEs

-

The other found VOA's humor ineffective and thought, besides,
that this type of program was not gppropriate for a station which ranked
as the spokesmsn of the leading Western power,

1 thought the humorous brogdcasts heard over the
VOA were not worth very much, I camot even recall
them exactly. People rather expect more serious
brosdcasts. To do such humorous broadcasts is the
Job of RFE, Maybe it (RFE) wants to make pecple
confident by the use (of humorous broadcasts), too.
At any rate, people like the Jjokes, Among people
thjom-orthnﬂmmrﬁinhﬂprm-mnnf
conversation or sn opinion. They not only make the
more pleasant but also advance the clari-
fication of wiewpoints and the Judgment of thing;go
I mesn mainly anti-Communist political jokes. (050/13)

Fifty-four of the Hungarisn listeners to VOA claimed that they
had never heard or did not recall hearing humorous VOA programs, Some
mdmmmmmmmmam‘rmhmtmmum
evaluate them, However, many ventured an opinion on the desirability of
including humor on VOA brosdcasts. The f;]luuing table presenta the
recommendations _o.f these respondents, over three-fourths of whom would
faver VOA's using humer, -
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ATTITUDES TOWARD VOA'S USE OF HIMOR OF RESPCNDENTS
WHO IEARD LITTLE OR NO HUMOR ON VOA

Explicitly recommend that VOA use humoT . . c 0 0 0 s 0 = s » 0 o o 24f

Like humor on other stations; implicitly suggest that
such humor be incorporated into VOA programs . - o oo o o o o o 54

Explicitly state that VOA should not use humor, but
believe that stations other thm VOA should .. . . .

o o 9
Want no humor on any foreign broadeasts . o o = o 0 o ¢ ¢ s » o o

s 33
Total Cases (100%) = (5k)

L]
]
L]
o
L]

A sumary breakdown of the opinions of the 74 VOA lieteners
reveals 78 per cent in favor of some element of satire in the Voice's
approach to the Nungarian domestic sceme, 19 per cent opposed, and 3 per
cent with no comment offered,

It is generully agreed by those who favor humorous materisl that
derision of Commmism and the taritting of Commmists add flaver to forelgn
broadcasts, Far from offending the anti-Communist, it makes for audience-
appeal. At the pame time, it serves to bolster the morale of peopls whose
life is already too drab, Two respondents who could not recall hearing
any humor on VOA remarked:

The VOA does not broadcast jokes; this
RFE, but I didn't listen to them,
be more colorful if they would also Jokes,
tarice or three times a week. But should
"6-month jokes's (Question: What are those?)
They are jokes for which you would get six months

in jail, should the AVO (political police) acal-
dentally overhear them.
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Every Saturdgy we used to listen to csasztuskas
over RFE, Ewerybody used to listen to this, be=
cause humor had ceased to exist on the Hungarian
radio programs. They (the Commmists) were not
interested in having the people entertained, All
that was important to them was that their plans
should succeed, So this Saturday evening FFE pro-
.gram was the only one over which people could really
have a laugh. It would mean a lot if the VOA gave
such humorous programs from time to time, (043/9=10)

Several respondents pointed to the speclal politicel effective=

ness of humor:

Humorous programs about the doings of the Russians
and the Communiste are good reminders and warnings.
For instance, in the beginning I did not understand
vwhat & Western ststion meant by saying that the
Russians did not want to get out of Mstria and
Germany becamuse they could hear the ticking of Swiss
watches, Then it was explained to me that this was
a reference to the Russisn war-time lootings, when
thay 'collected! all the watches they could lay
their hende on in Hungary after World War II. After

= it was explained, the joke characterised the robber
instincts of the Communists better for me than my
long end dull lecture. (054/11)

Of the 12 listemers who didn't want humorous broadcasts, 5 felt
that humor 1s a1l right for other statioms, but mot for VOA. One of
these respondents, like the critic of VOA's humor quoted above, felt

that this type of broadcast was not appropriste for such an important
station.

I heard a funny rhyme about Rakesi over the sh
radio. The purpose of that (humorous program) is
that if a person is in difficulties, he at least has
a laugh over it. There could be such things on VOA,
too, sometimes. DBut it is also possible that it is
enough to have such thinge broadeast by the Spanish
radio, because America is a more important state tham
Spain, and so such things might not fit America.
Mmerics ie the leader of the West, while Spain 1m a
satellite state of Americe., (059/9-=10)
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Another respondent, while he did not explicitly mention VOA, implied
that the limited time America was on the air precluded the possibility
of making room for humor.

On Saturdgys RFE used to broadcast the conversation
of Karcsi and Juliska about Hungarian 1ife and the
living standard. In these talks Juliska glorified
Communist freedom whereas her husband showed in a

humorous way what Commmist freedom means. I heard
several jokes about Matyas Rakcsi. In the all-dgy
broadcasts of RFE there is time for it, and it is

right to broadcast such things. But 1t would be a2
waste of time to broadcast humor when there is only
a limited time for news. (0O7L/10)

A sirdlar division of opinion existed among the 7 who wanted

no humor on any foreign broadcast. Some thought there was not enough
time for it:

I don't remsmber having heard humorous stories
told by the Western staticns. I don't know
whether it is necessary or not. It would not
do any harm, but the time is too short for it.
nm-Ihundpauplatﬂllhuutn:h:mvlmghr
Katalin Karady (RFE). (011/1L)

Others felt that in view of the seriousnsss of the situation in Hungary,
hmrmfunignh:ﬁdmmmnuburplmﬁ | |

The prevailing opinion sbout humorcus radic broad-
casts 1a that it is easy for them to be funny and
to ridicule the things back homs. Peo do not

want such humorous broadcasts, (06 )

Hmrmuldhinﬁunnﬁ.n;nnl:irupmm
sbls to sleep in pesce. Inasmuch as this 18 im=
poseible back home, humor is inappropriate. When
{ was sleeping hidden in the harvested crops in
order to escape internment, thers was

vanted less than humor on the radio. (070/8
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In sum, three-fourths of VOA's audience believe that there is
room for humor on VOA brosdcasis, Humor, they feel, helps bolster
morale and brings chesrful encourajemsnt. FRespondents who have heard
such satirical programs on VOA generally like what they have heard. Onee
fifth of VOA's liu'bum would rather that VOA abstained from humorous
attempts. In their opinion, VOA is the officisl American station with
the sober responsibility of dealing seriously with the crucial issues of
the day. Some feel that VOA's program is so short as to preclude the
pressentation of any but the most important material == namely, the news,
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fAroadcas Preference and Evaluation: "Personalities" on the Broadcasts

Among the important preference reasons for R'E and HBC are the
broadcasts by known personalities who are listened to as "stara" by their
audiences. The ultimate appeal of these stars rests, of course, in the
content of their programs, but the audience tunes in not Just to listen
to "the news" or to "what the West has to say” but in order to hear ;
certain individual speak about these things. The presence of these in-
dividuals sppears to make the programs more interesting and probably in-
creases the sigze of the audiences of the stations concernsd.

The major star of the Western stations is RFE's Balint Boda.
Boda is represented as a man who makes frequent secret trips through Hun-
gary, returning after each trip to tell the Hungarians, wia RFE, what he
has found out, His sudience appeal rests in his daring defiance of the
Commnists (it is apparently believed by most that he actunally makes
Journeys through Hungary), the supposedly uncanmny aceuracy of his informa-
tlon about the doings of the Commnists (particularly Communist informers),
and the fiery language with which he attacks the people who have betrayed
his country. Perhaps the best understanding of his appeal can be gained
by examining whatwas said about him by a respondent who preferred broad-
casts diametrically opposed in type to those which Boda gave and who,
therefore, one would think, might mot like Boda. This respondent was
& BBC preferent who wantsd to hear international news, who liked the
relatively calm BBC presentation, and who specifically stated that he
did not like RFE because of its emphasis on domestic news and bacause of

its over-belligerent manner of presentation —- its threats without action.
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I and my friends didn't 1like RFE because there
were too manmy speeches over it . We wanted news
and not talking. In the RFE broadcasts the Com=
munists were menaced, but nothing happensd to
them. (005/3)

He dild say, however, that the Hungarian people in general preferred RFE,
precisely because of the things he disliked about it. Since Balint Boda
is the quintessence of what he disliked, one might sxpect this respondent
to talk about Boda as an example of hw.ﬁm went wrong, but Boda's appeal
overcane any such objections. The respondent in question did not 1listen
ta RFE often, and he heard Boda only once, but he heard him talked about
a great deal, and the one broadcast he listened to made a desp impression.
For example, this respondent who did not like HFE broadecasts in which the
Communists were "menaced, but nothing happened to them" newvertheless 1iked
Boda's threats:

Three or four months ago (Boda) reported that

the Communists had killed his younger brother

and buried his body in & bushy part of Rako-

skeresstur, He said the Commnists were really

going to pay for this, and I liked his getting

tough with them. (005/2)
And he said about Boda in general:

As I mentioned before, he (Boda) was very popular.
I and ny friend really enjoyed how strictly he
talked to the Communists -- how he gave them hell.
We sald, "How in God's name can he return and go
arourd Hungary without being captured?' The peoples
were really surprised at how exact his information
was, and they said that one day it wouldn't wark
out == that the Communists would catch him. (005/5)

When a BBC preferent says something like this, it is not surprising to find
someone who likes the RFE approach maldng a statemsnt like the following:

IEE III:n
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The broadcasts of Balint Boda over RFE, about his

visits to various places in Hungary, could get me

so excited that afterwards I had such a desperatas

look on my face that I would almost have been afraid

to meet Communists, for fear of betraying the mood

Balint Boda's broadcasts got me into. (05L/6)

A subsequent statement of the last-quoted respondent gives a clue

to the reason why people who were tired of words without action nevertheless
liked Boda: he was considered to satisfy their desire for action:

His (Boda's) broadcasts made a speclal impression

upon simpler people. My experisnce was that, especi-

ally as far as the peasants were concerned, the

RFE am quite fulfilled their desire for strik-

ing (against the Communists) instead of waiting.

They enjoyed the accuracy with which it (RFE) an-

nounced the names of Communists pillaging Hungary,

their occupations, their addresses, their acts,

amd the uncovering of the Arrow Cross (the Hun-

garian equivalent of the Nazl swastika) or other

past activities. Balint Boda's programs expressed

that you have to treat a dog like a dog. (054/9-10)
Part of Boda's appeal undoubtedly rests in the fact that he i3 supposed
agtually to travel in Hungary rather than merely remaining on the ou tside,
talidng; but as the above quotation indicatss, "striking” against the
Comministes seers more to be the pinpointing of informers and other Com-

munists -— the dissemination of information which is damaging to Commun-
1st plans == in contrast to mere vague threats that the day of Communism's
end in Hungary is coming. Boda's exposure of Communist informers helps
non-Communista and hurts the Communist arrangements for controlling the
population, and it also allows the people to take action == they can
prevent the informers from getting information and they can spread the
names of informers around:
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I was very much interested in hearing Balint Boda's
reports about Hungary over RFE. Boda had a series of
talks called 'The Sopron Hills'; he named all the
informers in our neighborhood. He reported the in-
formers in Sutto, . He named several persons who
we never would have thought were informers. » o o
Whenever RFE reported informers, I took a pencil

. ard put down their names. Some of our relatives
lived in Fertoendre . It was a village in the nelgh-
borhood. When RFE reported the names of soms in-
formers from Fertoendre, I got on a bicycle and
visited my relatives to tell them who the inform=-
ers were. (039/5,6)

Furthermore, Boda's supposed omnipresence in Hungary allows people actively
to express opposition to the regime by writing "BE" or "Balint Boda is
coming” on walls. Since Boda's naming of Communists is damaging to the
Communists thus exposed, the signs l.mmnning his coming frequently begin
by enjoining the Communists to "fear and tremble.® It seems as though the
coming of Balint Boda serves as a kind of substitute for the coming of
the liberating forces of the Weat. The news of his coming to a particu-
lar locality stirs the residents up, and it is supposed that outbreaks
may occur and that political policemen becoms afirald of what may happen
to them at the time:

I experienced the active effects of the Western

broadcasts when RFE announced that Balint Boda

was going to teke a walk next week in the vine-

yards of Sopron. The AVO men ralded everywhere

in the surrcundings of Sopron at this time. Un-

known authors wrote great B lettsrs on houses,

fences, on the walls of the toilets in the factories

amd even onthe walls of the Police building. In

many places they wrote: 'Fear and tremble, Balint

Boda is coming.' In these days the emen didn't

dare welk alone, only in couples. (058/5)

Finally, Boda appeara to address the Hungarian people in a direct,

warn appeal to their patriotiam, shich touched some respondents deeply:
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I listenad to Belint Dode weekly, on Wednesdsays,
because he spoke in & way that reached a man's
heart, He said, for example: ‘'Hungarians, do

not believe the Communists, they mislead you,
remain Hungarians.! These worde meant very much

to vs snd Balint Boda spoke them beautifully,

My husbend was aleo enthusiastic ebout him, and
there were people in the factory, too, who talked
about him, There were days when my husband quit
the factory at 3 P.M, instesd of  P.M., o0 he
could go home and listen to Balint Boda at L P.M,
At L P,M, you could hear him more clearly thm at
6130, On frult stands, bridges, and on the side=
walke one could see signs saying; "Come Balint Bode !
I don®t knmow who paintsed theee signs, The AVO mam
used to serub them off with wet brushes, (026/6-7)

A few respondents reproached Boda for a certein wulgarity of
language, but they pralsed him much wore than they criticized hia:
Balint Boda bawled out the Commmists a 1ittle
coarsely, but with the feelings of a real Humn=
garian, (056/6)
Five of the 22 INFE prefarents geve the cesire to hear Boda ag
a preference reason for listening {o RFE.* 1In addition, at least 9 more
respondents who gave RFE's erphasis on domestic affasirs as their reason
for preferring this ststicn slso mentioned 1liking the msmner in which
these affairs were treated by Boda, It is highly possible that some if
not all of these latier respondente can be classified as preferring RIE,
at least to a certsin degree, because of Boda's brosdcastsy such respond=
enta, in giving thelr preference reasons, spoke only in the most general
tarma end simply included Boda's progran in the mere penersl category of
domastic news arl lssues. It can therefore probsbly be said “hat between

cther sters menticned were Katalin Earady, Oliver Lanbos, :md llseesnd
and Jalisla,
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ome-quarter and one-half of the preferences for RFE can be laud, at laast
partly, at Boda's feet == a rather impressive testimony to the drawiy:

power of this one program.

Twenty-nine respondehts, or 36 per cent of the foreign broatl-
cagt listeners, menticned Doda's name when asked what stars they coulsd
remesber. The second besteknown star, mentioned by 15 respondents; was
Andrew Marting a political commentator of the HBC, His prozrem was
given az a reason for preferring BBC by 3 of tha 10 BBC preferents.
1ike the station on which he speaks, Andrew Martin has speclal appeal.
for better educated listeners. In his commentariss he gives salected
politica) topics a detalled, analytical treatment which provides a good
basles for Informed discusslon:

Great diacussion developed every Wednesday moraing
as a result of Andrew Martin's summing up on foreign
policy, heard the might before. He gave topics of
conversation for the entire following week. The
VOA never treated European problems in so much de-
tail; it mostly gave brief reports on the events

of world policy. That is the reason why the workers
succeeded better in following the VOA. But the in-
tzllectuals have more knowledge about everything and
are therefore able tc umderstand the BBE(C's detailed
analysis of foreign policy and make better use of
it. (078/10)

in his Tuesday night commentary broadcast over the
BBC, Andrew Martin always analysed the international
or Hungarian political events of the week sharply
and wittily. I liked his drawing of a legal and
historical background regarding Hungarian problems
and the way he pointed out the weaknesses 1in Com-
munist decisions and attitudes. At the end of the
sunmer of 19L9, for instance, he threw a sharp spot~
light on the entire so-called Bolshevist constitu-
tionality, when the Hungarian Aiministrative Courts
ware disbanded. He was also able to present liate-
mitional political events in accordance with the
fungarian viewpoint. He pointed out what theie rela-

- tion to ilungary was, or at least how the average Ifun-
garian should bry to flgure out their signiflewmesn. ()03/08)
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One young wan suggested that VOA should have a commentator similar o
Andrew Martin, saying, "This would glve a line of direction every ueek Lo
political thinking in Hungary as much as Andrew Martin giver 14." 075/11)
Several people mentioned llking Martin's witty, satdirical style, nlfci
they find subtler than that of RFE.

From the standpoint of style and content, =y parents
amnd I liked Andrew Martin's Tuesday evening political
commentaries best of all the Hungarian-language breoad-
casts of the BBC. He deals wittily, with fine sati-e
amd broad knowledge, with questions relating to Hurw-
gary. . « o (His) weekly commentary . . , made witly
fun of the Communist leaders and pointed oui the nise
takes and quirks of the Communists. He described werld
events from the Hungarian point of view. e always
properly confronted the Commnist lies, Many pre-
ferred his high and not too agitating tons tn the
sharp comnmentaries of RFE. (021/17.2L)

A few respondents commented on the fact that the VOA has no ssuze.
Some thought that VOA would be more popular if it did have atars, and odiera
felt that stars were unnecessary. Those who did suggest a utar for VOA sl1
had 1in mind a political commentator of some sort.

« » » & steady weekly commentator would be good to
have on the VOA, too. (021/25)

It might be that the great speed of American 1i7e
was the reason for the VOA's nmot having simlilar
stars. Their regular work (broadcasting) mede de-
mands on them which required an intense dramatiza-
tion of the broadecssts. Perhaps it was for thal
reason that they could not include stars on their
broadcasts, becsuse there was no time for theip

(the stars') development. If, after such consides-
ation, it was possible to have such stars speak over
the VOA, then that would increase the VOA's popal sy~
ity. In this field I am thinking primarily about ine
ternational political summaries. They should ba broaie
cast by a person who has a sharp insight int> histor-
lecally developed differences betwesn a1 &nd
Americen legal and political ideas. (093/18)
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Another respondent, although he liked Ardrew Martin, ropraceni.

the viewpoint of those who felt that it was unnecessary for VOi te hawe o

"star" commentator:

from the broadcasts of Andrew Martin ower thu B4,
one could get brief but concise information ¢n
what had happened in foreign politics during tho
week, There was po such star on the VOA projraws.
I did not miss it. In my opinion, pecple are ot
interested in the personality of the amnoumcur,

but in vhat he saya.
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Language and Style of VOA Broadcasts
Almost all VOA listeners in the present sample indicated that

their appraisal of the language and style of VOA's Hungarian broadcasts
was favorable. A sizable proportion made explicit remarks about this

question, while the majority, by their failure to say anything, implied
that this aspect of VOA broadcasts was not unsatisfactory. A very small

number of respondents criticized the VOA in this respect.

Table
ATTITUDES TOWAHD LANGUAGE OF VOA BHOADCASTS

Explicit favorable comments . . « « s o « « 35%
Iwuﬂt .f m-hh .tt‘itud..u & & & & & 9 @&

E.qﬂ.lﬂit- eriticisme . « « s ¢« s« s s 5 & & o 5
Total cases {m;. ® ® 8 B 8 5 8 B8 @ @ & n{?h]

Here are some illustrations,

The amnouncers on the Hungerian programs of the
VOA, BBC end Radio Paris used as clear (pure)
Hungarian lanenage as if they were frow our
town iteelf. (087/9)

I never noticed that the speakers on Western
broadcasts in Hungarisn did not speak Hungarisn
well or that their way of expres themselves
could be considered un-Hungarien. (07U4/7)

The few critice) comments &re rather mild. For examplet

The wording of VOA newsgasts was stylistically
forelgn. It did not approximate the ‘Weltanschauung'
&nd the msnner of ppeaking of the common people.
(Furthermore) the announcer had a characteristic
nasel tone when he saids ‘'Dear listeners, this
is the Voice of America.' Even in that announce-
ment there was a foreign accent. The Hungerisns
regarded him as a foreigner talking to them, and
so the broadcast lost much of its sppeal. The
composition of HFE bicadcasts is much more
.I-h.mglriﬂ e = B {DQE}'].S}
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inother respondent made this sweeping generalisstion when asked
whether the announcers of foreign broadcasts sounded foreignt

This can be said about practically every radio
announcer on the Western Hungarian-language pro=

grams. (This respondent wss & frequent listener
?35 tEJvm, BEC, RFE, Madrid, Paris and Ankara.)
" (059,

However, this question of the language and style of forelign
broadcasts appears to have no real importance, even for the few critical
respondents, as was rather well expressed by one of thems

1 did not pgy any attention to this (problem).

To me, the question was whether I heard somsthing
interesting on the Western radio programs and not
the way in which it was said. There waes one
snnouncer, probably an older man, who spoke
Hungarian with & kind of jergon but, becsuse of
the reason I heve memtioned, I never stopped to
think about it. (0L9/11) ;

Furthermore , no complaints wers made by the respondents in the
present sample with respect to the Hungarian spirit of the btwroadcasts.
Only a few individuals mentioned this aspect at all, and they said that
the Western stations did not lack in Hungarian spirit. For example:

I never experienced a lack of Hungmrisn spirit
on Western broadcasts. (058/6)

We . . . felt that the VOA was talking to the
Hungarians; its programs had a warm, Hungarian
spirit, (100/k)

Evidently, this aspect of the language, style and Hongarian
spirit of VOA's and pther foreign broadcasts is of so alight importance
as to have occurred to only an extremely emgll number of Hungarian
respondents,

photocopy may not be furt I'm- - THIS MATERIAL
}::lhlhd without Lhe lpl:i.,:lc authae i H i TI
of Hoovar Institutfon lrchh-.- O i ON e pocn cr
S, Ul iy 4oy Z oA
—

ek PROTECTED BY copyRIcyy
o P - LAN (TITLE 17, V.8, Cope)

[

T —



= 189 =

Credibility of Forelgn Broadcaste

The opinions of these refugees concerning the credibility of
foraign broadcasts are precisely the reverse of their opinions concerming
the credibility of the domestic output. All were disposed to trust Poreign
broadcasts; 73 per cent claimed that they never had occasion to question
foreign broadcast reports, and 27 per cent, although they questionsd some
of the reports, asserted that they believed most of them. The overwhalm-
ing majority, then, was of this sentimant:

Psople absolutaly believe what they hear and
do not think it necessary to check on it. Over
a long time they have had a chance to becoms
convinoed that the Western stations do not lie.
And so the listening audisnce believee every-
thing. (mﬂﬂ-‘ﬁ

Ap might be expected, unreserved faith in forsign brosdcasts
is somewhat more characteristic of the less well-educated Hungarians;
their better educated compatriots are more likely to listen to the foreign

radio eritically.

Table 3

CREDIBILITY OF POREIGN BROADCASTS
ACCCRDING TO EDUCATION

College and
_H__i_ghﬂuhml E:Lnlunhrl Total

Express complete belief in foreign

rﬂ“ @ & & & & ® ® © 8 & ®B @ 8 @ 0O sm 52’ 13’
Believe foreign redio with
repervations . . . . . . s & e v @ L2 18 27
Total Listenere (100%) = (3) (L9) (80)
ﬂmi: inc.
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senting opposition to the hatsd regime end serxving as the antithesis of
the Communist domestie media which thase refugees disparage so strongly.®
Half of the foreign brosdcast listensrs connect their belief in foreign
broadecasts to their rejectlon of Communist propaganda:

We were so sure thet our domestic news service
alvays lied that we did not believe anything in
it. Most of thas other pesople felt just the same
as I did. Whsn we went to work in the morning
my buddies talked about the RFE broadcast of the
night before. They were not interested in the
domestic naws services. Umly the Commnists
belisved in the latter, but recently even thay
took up the hsbit of listening to the Western
radio stations. This proves that their trust

in the domestic service was shaken. (007/2)

Moreover, the conviction that forelgn broadcasts speak the
truth because the domestic media do not is meintained regardless of
whether the foreign reports can be verified. In some instances thds gods
so far that "psople believe unconditionally everything the Western stations
announce® (057/8), but more frequently verification of soms kind does play
a role in the Hungarian faith in foreign brosdcasts. Just ss personal
experience gives the 1is to the content of the domestic medie,so does
personal experience verify the contaent of the foreign broadeasts. One-
third of the foreign broadcest listepers reported that their trust in
the statements of the foreign stations was strengthened by the corrobora=

tions of personal expsrisnce s in the following instances:

i_Bu sarlier section on evaluation of domestic media.
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About two or three days before our escape I
heard a Western broadecast about deportations
in various parts of the country. I asked a
merchant ship captein acquaintance, who 1s a
radio mechanie now, sbout it, and he confirmed
that 60 per cent of the population o #X#
was deported. We received relisble news about
every foreign and local event from the Western
radios. Their reliability was often proved by
personal information, like in the case I men-
tioned, as well as by other radio news. (056/3)

It was very characteristic of Western radios
that they revealed things sbout which the news
sources back home had been guiet. For instance,
I heard on the YOA — or maybe it waa RFE — that
an AVO (political police) barracks was being built
with great secrecy in a forest near s town which
was mantioned by name, and that it was for this
reason that the inhsbitants of the village were
not allowed toc enter that part of the forest. As
a DISZ (Communist youth organigzation) secretary
I was sent to that village some time after the
broadcast, and not only was I subjected to a very
strict identification procedure at the railroad

- station, but I was also questionad in detail sbout
the reascns for my trip. Afterwards I saw building
material being transported on military trucks in
the village. So I ecould see preef of the accuracy
of the broadcast. And it was through RFE that I
discovered where my aunt had been deported. It (RFE)
reported the place to which pecple had bsen daported
on the days when my aunt had been deported. A few
days later I actually received mail from my aunt
from that place. (066/5)

Furthermore, just as demonstrable falsehoods in the Communist
naws led these respordents to generalise sbout misrepresentations in the
domestic media, so did the demonstrable truths in the foreign broadcasts
load them to generalise about ths relisbility of Western broadcasts. In
fact, most respondents even said that there was no need to check further:™

* The fact that fereign-broadcast attacks on the domsstie situation sup-
port the eredibility of foreign broadcasts in genersl emphasises the
importance (discussed in e previous section) of programs dealing with
domestic lssues and affairs.
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Back home, peocple have no means of checking
the authenticity of Western broadcasts. There
is no need for such means, however, because
thay can see that the news turns out to be true
when it is about Hungary; tius they also be-
lieve what the Western radio stations report
about the foreign situation. (02L/L)

Still ‘snother facet of this antithetical pattern is that the
foreign broadcasts, unlike the domestic media, report failures or set~
backs.# Fifty-five per cent of these Hungarians mentioned this in ex-
plaining their belief in forelgn broadcastis,

Finally, there iz an element of sheer faith, the eimple will
to believe, which is implicit in many of these interviews. This will
to belisve what thay hear on Western broadcasts is essentially = part
of the listensra! faith in the integrity of the West; it is intimately
connected with their aspirations for liberation, and with the peychologi-
cal necesgity to preserve intact one's trust in the symbol of promised
fresdom.™ Although this connsction was rarely explicit in these
Hungarian interviews, it is clearly implied in such statements as the
following:

Eighty per cent of the Hungarian population are
against Communistg,and they want to listen to the
news from the West in spite of difficulties and

adverse propaganda. . - - The Western news and
other reports correspond to their feelings. (007/10)

#* The rlporhiﬁ of setbecks and its effect on credibility of forelgn
broadcests 1 be dealt with in the section which follows, because
it was a specisl area of inquiry. Similarly, the extent to which
jamming of foreign brosdcasts by the Communists adds to the credi-
bility of thase foreign broadcasts is discussed separately.

“lgninthtui-ﬂummuf.tﬂtuduumunﬂn:ttudmnﬂn
media, where hostility to the regime predisposed thess refugees to
mistrust everything reported in the domsstic msdia.

i mm may not be - N
stributed without the urther reproduced HOOVY :
of the Hoover Institution :l‘ﬂlh_f‘ o “IWUTION NOTICE:
= Sumbond, Colbrnis agpop iy’ - ' BE mﬁ u'“m MAY

LAN (TITLE 17, U.S, cooe)




= 193 =

That these refugees were strongly predisposed to believe
everything broadcast by the Western radio is supported by the fact that
ssveral of those who ssserted that they fully trusted foreign broadeasts,
nevertheless ﬂﬁl]iud one or more instances of untrue reports contained
in foreign broadcasts. A few of these described some statements which they
found implausible, for example:

1 did not hear anything unbelisvable on the VOA.
But people ussd to say about the adventures of
Balint Bods (on RFE) that it was impossible for:
anybody to go back and forth across ths frontier
as often as Balint Boda claimed he did. (086/10)
Others referred to reports which were actuslly incorrect; most of these
pertained to domestic events. For example:
A Western radio, I don't know which, snnounced
that radio subscription rates in Hungary would
be raised mecording to the number of tubes in
. the set, while the subscription rate of 10 forints
for ths Peoples' Sets would be kept. This did not
happen. ( _
Some Western radio station reported about the
flight of the Cmoch Foreign Minister Clementls
from Cgechoslovakia tec Yugoslsvia through
Styria in order to ask Titeo for asylum. Later
I heard that Clementis was arrested in Czecho-
slovakia. (07L/3)

Navertheless, thess instances were not permitted to viclate the
faith these Hungarians had in the veracity of the Western radio. Indeed,
so strong is their faith and sc clossly connected is it with thair hopos
for liberation that when the West brosdcasts news which they find diffi-
cult to take — becsuse it definitely weskens the prospect of liberation -~
they pursue an elsborate course of thinking whish enables them %o reject
the information without critisiging ths West. The way they do this is to

—_ say that the news is not trus but that the Western radic hss announced 1t
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for pro-Hungarian or pro-liberation purposes; in other words, the West is
using a propaganda device but sinece it serves the interest of Hungary the
Hungarian is not deceived, but, rather, he is in on it. In this way the
listenar can go on feeling that the West is slways truthful.

I did not belisve Truman's statement, broad-

cast by ths VOA, according to which the Soviet

Union, too, had the atomic bomb. With tha

Soviet Union's technical backwardness, 1 found

it inconceivable, becauss they could not even
produce ball bearings or bicycles capable of
competing on the world market., I have that
conviction as a result of my 26 months of ex-
periences in Russia. He who 1s a good skilled
worker in our country would correspond to a
good techniclan in the Soviet Union (by tech-
nician I mean a person carrying out tha job
of an engineer, while not having a university
education). In my opinion, Truman made that
statemesnt so as to mske the pecple of Amarica
better realize the Soviet dunger. (092/16)

The Criticsl Listensr

Twanty=ssvan par cant of tha foreien bropdeast listensrs were
comparatively cautious and guardsd in accepting the foreign radio at ite
word. Needless to say, nmone of these respondents questioned ocutright the
veracity of what he heard. On the contrary, mmuch of the weight of their
remarks is quite similer to that of the majority in the sample. Like the
total believers, they are strongly predisposed to trust the foreign radio
in preference to the domestic communication media. Thay %oo, had occasion
to confirm foreign reports by their own experience and thay found a con-
vineing ring in the frankness with which VOA and other stations adwit
Westermn setbacks and disappointments. And yet, in spite of the evidence
attesting to ths general reliability of foreign broadcasts, these respond-

ents harbored some doubt and listened with a eritical ear.
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Partly responsible for this more suspicious approach is the
attitude that a thinlking man must always reserve the right to ascertain
for himself what is trus and what is falese. Foreign broadcasts, like
any other media of information, must be open to eritical appraisal and
discriminatory judgment. In the opinion of these respondents, truth can-
not be arrived at by a blind acceptence cf information coming from one
source onlyj it is necessary to get information from several different
sourcos, and then compare and weigh it. For example:

I learned sbout home evants mostly from
Hungarian newspapers and the (domestic) radio.
It was easy to compare their reports with my
personal experiences and to get the truth
this way. Concerning foreign events, I mads
a similar comparison between the local news=
papers and radio, on the one side, and the -
Western broadcasts, on the other side. (049/6)

A more frequent ettitude among the critical listeners is based
on the feeling that a station which has been caught in the act of broad-
casting incorreet informstion can no 1;:ngar bes considered completely re-
liable, particularly when the listener has no means of verifying what be
hears.

» it was confusing when RFE spoke
tions in = very vapgue and unesrtain
these questions waa information

of the forint, another the report
about the events of Tatsbanya. Both topics were
discussed in detail over RFE, but you could easily
tell that they did not exsctly know what the situa-
tion was. (079/5-6)

T— _m——
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Many people in our villags brought up the
point that the VOA had been promising the

' iberation of Hungary a Year earlisr. It was

still promising the same thing now. People
can no longer believe that promiss, because
it has not been kept, and so now they oelieve
the VOA broadcasts less. (08L4/8)

A handful of respondsnts felt that foreign broadcasts, or
to the sins of propaganda whieh,

being tantamount sometimes to gz departure from the path of truth, made the

reliability of these broadeasts quastionabls,

We noticed that the VOA sometimes sbandoned tha
truth for the sake of propagands effacts, or that
it misled us because it wanted to create some
illusions. (073/6)

I know that every radie station serves Propaganda
purposes, and many people handle the news before
it is broadesst. Therefore, 1 have to take into
considsration that no radio news item is 100 per
cent true. I think that the news service of RFE
was U0 per cent true and the nows service of
Radio Budapest was 50 per cent trus, (072/7)*

Tbkﬂm-dmtnmmtlmpurmtgwﬁ.
IhHﬂnnﬂanmlduaumtﬂwmumrthutmthn

were looking for those who had been duported durdng
the summer and later on encaped bacic home to Budapsst.

Ihﬁlpokonhuuuhllntorpooplathtlnuldhtu

learned, I*nsm,ﬂthmmmthingtminthu
news, What the Paris redio saye, either in newe
Hungary or in messeges from the etitor, is absolu
relisble. It made a mistake once, but it was easy to
understand why, and it correctsd the blunder next
day. It reported on the death of Gigi Bajor and Uray
(actor and actress of the National Theater, Budapeat)-
The telegram was misspelled, lnstesd of 1Gisi Bajor
and husband,' "Gisi Bajor and Uray'** was written.
Radio Paris spologimed naxt day. Howewer, when you

:

£

are telling you. They slways go too fer and spask in
an extramely violent way. {095/5.6)

® This respondent 1istensd cnly o GFE.
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These people differ in one crucial respect from the others, discussed
earlier, who grant propagandistic motives to foreign broadcasts. The
earlier group starts from the assumption that the broadcasts are reliabls,
end when certain implausible statements are broadcast, these statements
are not judged in a credibility framswork but, rather, are considered to
be a legitimate means of furthering a justified end. The critical group,
however, views itself as the target for the alleged propagandistic output
ard, making its judgment within the credibility framework, feels that it
has to separate the falsehoods from the truth.

In sum, the overwhelming majority of these Hungarian refugees
were strongly convinced of the reliability and dependsbility of foreign
broadcasts. Not only wers they strongly predisposed by their hostility to
the regime and the Gomminist media to trust the foreign radio, they also
found 'hnttllnir satisfaction that with few unimportant exceptions the informa-
tion provided by the Western broadcasts corresponded with reality as they
knew it or would have wished to have it.

metrmtnfth-n;pundinhmuﬁ-ﬂlnlm-
to trust the foreign broadcasts unconditionally. Like the majority, they
are convinced that the Western radio is much more trustworthy than the
Hungarian press and radio, HNevertheless, these respondents, who are some-
what better educated than their more trusting compatriots, maintained a
more cautious and critical attitude, iuu.u that lumen reason, experience
and/or the propagandistic tone of the Wu demonstrated that the
broadecast assertions could not be acecepted in toto.
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Almost a1l the respondents knew of instances in which the
United States had suffered some kind of setback. Reports of such dife
ficulties are received with mixed feelings. Obviously, people do not
1ike to hear such news; some, indeed, find it quite distressing, Never=
theless, practically all of these Hungarians believe thst setbacks should
be reported by the VOA,

Exposure %o News of Setbacks

With few excepticns, the people who listemed to foreign brosd-
caste while in Hungary reported that they had heard of soms domestioc or
international difficulties emcountersd by the Umited States, Many of
them, in fact, knew of problems on both the domestic and intermational
scens, Thus, almost half the respondents sald they had heard about re=
versals for the Americans in Koreaj an equal number had heard reports
of strikes and other internal problems; and a handful knew of diplomatic
rebuffs suffered by the United States.
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Table 36

EXPOSURE TCO SETBACKS AMONG LISTENERS
TO FOREIGN BROADCASTS

Had heard about setbacks

EOTSE o« « 0 o« o & s s & & 1:5’
Mﬁuﬁrﬂirﬂ'-a-n 115’
Diplomstic relations . . 9%
Total who had heard sbout a
gsatbacks of some #ort . o« 0 0 v o = o 198
Had never heard about setbacks . . . - - 20
Vot ascartalnable . o ¢« o & 2 o s & o o 1
Total Casee (100%) (80)

A1 in all, therefoie, L out of 5 of these Hungarians at cne
time or ancther had had forced upon their sttention evidence that things
do not always go smoothly for the Americans. VOA preferents were not
sny more conacious of such setbacks thmn other respondents.

to Reparts of S in the US
Eorea

Hespadents swacted 4n varices waye to neis Yeports of Strilee
in the United States and reversals for the UN forces in Korea., Certainly,
no one liked hesring about such developments. Some respondents, however,
were able to take such news completely in stride. In certsin instances,
they did not even consider them setbacks. Some people wers disturbed by
news of strikes and completaly umperturbed by reversals in Noreaj some

¥ Strikes were the domestic problem most widely recalled and discussed.
A few people mentioned crime and race relations.
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peopls were troubled when they heard about retreats in Korea and found
reports of strikes easy to take, Still others found both types of set=
backs disturbing. However, in all but a very few cases the disturbing
cﬂnﬂtmnﬂl..

Respondents who are able to listen to news about strikes and/or
reversals in Korea without flinching, themselves supplied the rationsliza-
tione that removed the sting from what might otherwise have been unplesas-
ant news. Thus, 1f they heard of strikes in the United States, they were
able to interpret them as a sign of the freedom which exists in Mmericas

The VOA acted quite correctly in not trying to
suppress news about Western strikes and in glve
ing a detailed picture sbout them. Ewen though
the Hungarian constitution and the trade uniom
reguletions permit a strike, every Hungariem
worker knows that anybedy who would try to strike
in Hungary would be called a traitor. The fact
that the freedom to strike exists in practice,
too, in the West, resulted in a favorable opiniom,
even if it was revealed that the strike had caused
difficulties. The Hungarisn worker knows that the
strike is a program=like means of political expres=
gion for organised lsbor, and so it is not shocking

sign of Western freedom in these facts,
also in the VYOA's blunt admission of the diffi-
o8 caused by these strikes. lobody regarded
this as a proof of the weakness of the West, and
pecpla were g t? get Esl:hhll information, even

Similarly, news of & retreat in Eorea was dismisged as & military e

political tactic or a temporary thing at most:

They (the UN forces in Eorea) are evidently stromger
(than the Commnist forees); hence it must be a mat-
tar of tacties that thsy do not ligquidate the situa-
tion Immediately. . . « I don't kmow what the motive
for the delay might bej the American stratsgic staff
knows it much better. (003/10)

ﬁ,lm.
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There must be political reasons which I don't
understard to explain why they heven't beaten
back their enemies, (025/13)

Western redios report quite sincerely sbout mis-
fortunes, like for instance, those in Korea,

This is right., This might have hed some tempor-
ary unfavorabls reaction in the mood of young
people., But older people know that luck in war-
fare is something that changes. At the same time,
with this smincerity, the radie increases the trust
in 1t even more, (051/10) .

There can be 1ittle doubt that in such instances the respond=-
ents' suprems confidence in the United States is what enabled them to
rationalize in this fashion, More than that, however, the admission of
such setbacks by the United States evidently confirmed them in their be-
lief in America’s trustworthiness and strength:

I recall that the VOA once reported on a LiB<hour
strike of the American dock workers. I cannot
recall in detall what the broadcast said. Szabad
Nep and other local news sources hastened To say

the imerican worirers had been drivem to
striks because of the miserable wage conditions,
and that the strike had been broken by the easpi-
talists using police brutality. It is quite right
if the Western radios give a clear explanstion of
the reasons for the strike, and s clear picture
sbout its development (to contradict the Commun-
ists). This method (explanstion) is the best
antidote for Conmmist propaganda, and the best
assurgnce that pecple will disbeldeve it. I think
that in general a radio station can be more trust-
ed if it admits (Westem) difficulties sincerely,
and as a result it would thus establish its trust=
worthiness when i1t broadcasts favorasble (to the
West) information, I think most Hungarisms think
the sams way, /9)

The sdmiszion of the existence of the difficulties
in the free world by the VOA and other free redio
stations was proof of the honesty, cbjectivity

and strength of the free world which has no reason
to regard sincerity as being dangerous. Since the
radio i= a public mediuwm, it is ridiculous to hear
Commmist propaganda of the opposite type (Commundet
propsgaxis that there are no difficulties in Com=
mmist comntries), (093/21)
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Other respondents, however, were lese sanguine about news of
setbacks., They admitted that it made them sad to hear about setbacks
for the United States because they were worried about the fate of thelr
own country, But most such people approved of reporting setbacks, A
Hungarian womsn first stressed her unhappiness when she heard of Western
difficultiess

We were also very much interested in Korea among
the news reports of foreign radiocs, We were
afrald of what would happen 1f the Russians won.
We were desperate when the VOA reported about
Americsn withdrawals, because we were waiting
for liberation every moment, snd we thought thst
1t (liberation) would be d with the Com=
munists being better off in Kores, according to
the radio news, (100/2)

but in mother part of the interview voiced an unqualified approvel of
reporting military reversals suffered by the I;B' in Korea:

It is true that we wers desperate when the VOA ;
ammounced that the Americans had gona back in
Korea and hsd lost many men. But we thought
that it was good that it did not try to mislead
us., That alsc showed that it was always stick-
ing to the truth. We used to say: 'The Cermans
were at the gates of Momcow, tooj still they
were defeated. Don't be afraid, the Americans
will not let themselves be besten in Korea, The
encirclement (of the enemy) will come soomn.'
Soon, that wes sotually reported by the VO
and we told each other: "Midn'¢ I tall you ac?
They have brains.' (100/5)

It becomss quite clear, in the comments of the more articulats,
that the respondentes who hear Westermn aimissione of setbacks do not draw
the implication that the West is wesk or is succumbing to Commmism,
Perhaps this is becawse the listeners cannot bear the thought of thelr
potential liberators' loss of liberating power in any degree, but what-
ever the motive, the thought of weskness is rstionslised away, usumlly
on quite logical grounds:
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I didn't hear anything like that, When I heard
about difficulties in the S, for instance when
they brosdcast about strikes, to me this was a
proof of American democracy. It showad me that
in America workers may go on strike without the
serious consequences which strikes in Hungary
have, I feel that VOA may broadcast this and
nobody thinks the US any weaker because of this.
If VOA was of the opinion that strikes were a
sign of weskness, it wouldn't broadecast about
strikes; however, if they did broadcast about
strikes, it is becsuse they know very well that
this would not make listeners believe that
America was weak because of the strikes, (028/7)

Attitudes toward the Policy of Reporting Setbacks
While there is no question that the particuler setbacks which

respondents discussed in these interviews did generate a certuin amount
of anxiety, and while i1t is 1ikely that reports of other setbacks might
hﬁlﬂﬂhrnﬂwt, it is equally clear that the reepondente are over-
whelmingly in favor of continulng the policy of reporting such develop~
ments. -

More than L cut of 5 of these refugess said explicitly and un=
qualifiedly that setbacks should be reported. ‘'nother handful slso voiced
approvel of this general policy, but made qualifying remsrks sbout the
vay in which this should be dons. Only 1 respondent said thet under mo
uMwmmhhmm,

Table 37

ATTITUDES TOWARD REFORTING OF SETBACKS
AMONG FOREIGHN BROADCAST LISTENERS

Unqualified approval . - o 5 = . o o o oo Gl
qmum !Pm a ¢ o o & O o i s o o 'D 5
th e = B8 O 0 @& @ @ 6 U a ¢ @ ¢ O o @ 1
Total Cases (100%) = (80)
Tﬁ, Tno.
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Whatever emotional antipathy existes among the respondents with
regard to hearing about setbacks is evidently offset by some very practi-
cal considersgtions. This emerges quite clearly in the srguments respond-
ents presant in favor of the policy of reporting setbacks.

About two=thirds of those who adopt this position point owt that
the inclusion of items unfavorable to the West is essential beceuse it
offers proof to the listeners that the broadcasters are telling the truth,
This point of view was expressed both by people who were distressed when
they heard sbout setbacks and by pecple vho found it relatively easy to
accept such information, aa the previous gquotations have shown.

Behind such comments, of course, is the belief that truthful=
ness is a major feature which distinguishes the VOA and other foreign
stations from the Communist-contrelled radio, This was expressed in so
many words by a nmmber of respondentsg

It would have dissppointed the Hungarisne if the

Wastern radios did not broadcast news about
current difficulties. It is the method of the
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news but they cannot blame the western broadcasts
them, They respect the stations for snnounc-
en. I lkhow this because people often com=
this with the method of the Budapest radio,
which reports results all the time but they are

lies. (00L/6)

The imnlication of such reunrh is clear: 1if the Westem stations failed
to report their setbacks, they would no longer be different from the
Communist stations. People are apparently Hﬂling to suffer the conse-
quences of hearing unpleasant news in order to preserve their feith in
the truthfulness of the West,

Another factor which appeare to be decisive in making respond=
ents approve of the admission of setbacks is the recognition that it is
almost impossible to concesal such news. The respondents know from their
own expsrience that Commmist propaganda is quick to capitalize on Western
defests. It is better, under the circumstances, they feel, for such news
to come from the West first in order to forestall later unfortunate
results,
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A corollary of this is thst forthright statements of difficulties prevent
the circulation of harmful rumors based upon hslfetruths or, Worse, upon
untruthes pramlgated by "hostile sources™:

The VOA gave a faithful report on the difficulties

. which have arisen in comnection with Western armae
ment. Such announcements are good because they
prevent news from hostile sources from eirculating
about the subject. This would namely give occaricn
for false deductions; thus, however, the truth is
clear. (055/11)

Finally, there were some peocple who felt that there was no
harm in admitting setbacks because such things are perfectly normal snd
to be expected.

When we hemrd through Western broadcasts that
something didn't go well for the Americans in
" “Eorea, then we merely said that it had to be
that way. If one fights a war, he has to have
some losses. No one was disturbed by this
(Americen setbacks). (088/6)

The one person who completely disapproves of broadcasting news
of difficulties faced by the democracies feels that the danger lies in
demoralisation of the non-Communists behind the Iron Curtain. She be=
lieves that such items simply feed the propaganda of the Commmists,
without having other compensatory values:

When the Western radios reported sbout strikes
in Western countries, my husband, with whom I
used to listen to the broadcasts, always burst
out, saying 'Why do thay hsve to announce this?'
We both thought that such reports support the
Communists® statements sbout oppression and
misery in the Weat. It brings the West into an
unequal position with the Cormunists, who always
hide their cem troubles. (056/8)

iFat, Inc.
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The people wl'mlgha qualified approval to the announcemant of
setbacks lie eloser ts ﬂ;g majority opinion which approves this policy
than they do to thn sile of complete disapproval, They claim, 1like the

‘majority, that 1t !s drportant to preserve the quality of truthfulness

in Western broadcasts. At the same time, however, they feel that certain
msasures should be taken to avoid the danger of demoralisation end
despair., For instsice, cne respondent recommended that setbacks be under-
Played by an approjriate sslection of I!.tm for broadcasting:

Tha open admission by the Americam side of the
military lostes in Korea had a very good moral
effect on people, It strengthenmed their belief
tlat the VOA wus not lying and that they could
trust its reports. However, when the VOA re-
rorted on the difficulties of rearmament (in
the West) and stout the great strength of the
fommunists on the other side, that made a very
osd moral effect on people. It would be better
not to emphasize these things, because they lower
the hopes of people in Hungary very much, whose
nerves are worn out. The reporte of the VOA on
Western difficulties should be selscted on the
basis of such conuiderations. (060/13)

fnother suggestion was that the VOA present such items more
fully, takng time to explain the causes, pointing out the good side
as well as the bad, and indicating whet is being done to overcome the

problam,
In my opinion, speaking about Western strikes would
be right only if they gave an explanation for them.
It should be told who the people sre who strile. It
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The Asfutation of Communist Propaganda by the VOA

A rather important subsidiary function of foreign broadcasts to
satellite countries is to supply sympathizers behind the Iron Curtain
with the factual ammnition to resist Communist propaganda encountered
in domestic media or to counter the arguments of the Communists who
surround them. A total of 78 per cent of the respondents who listened
to foreign stations felt that these stations should devote part of their
programs to refuting Communist propaganda, or at least certain aspects
thereof. However, this function of foreign broadcasts appears to be
considared by mﬂtlﬂm as decidedly secondary in importance.
Furthermore, most respondents seem to desire, by virtue of the specifie
examples which they mention, that the VOA refute this propaganda through
demonstrable truths and thus expose the Communist propagandists for the
liars they are beliewved to be., It follows that the desired areas of
refutation are in most cases restricted to the domestic scene. Very few
respondents mentioned Vommunist propegenda themes and charges directed
against the US. In brief, the discussion of the problem of refuting
regime propaganda appears to be, for these Hungarian refugees, just another
expression of their desire to hear the domestic actualities exposed and
attacked by the foreign broadcasts.

Here are two statemente which rather neatly sum up the problea:

In my opinion, people in budapest don't believe

the Commnists in snything. However, it makes
sense whan the VOA argues with them. At home

(in Hungary) people who read Sgzabad Nep see only
that it tells 1ies again. but in many cases they
don't know where the truth is, The VOA can ansver
mostly in a briefer and more effective way than the
people at home. The best anewers are, when tha VOA
pulls out some old copy of Ssabad Nep, written years

1FCi, inGe
photocopy may not be £ — ,,,-.; ; -
:f_f-rw without ﬂlﬁu author i~ HQMTUTION NOTICE: THIS MATERIAL
Hoover MAchives, i s by - = - mmm
: ‘ S, Colillrwle g poy dems ::" (TiTLR rr?'u.! coDE)



one should not ocesse to troadoast the truth about
the Amsrican living stendard. (002/1)

Since most statements closely follow this pattern and are no
different from the reactions to, and recommendations for, the treatment
of domestic events and issues,” we shall deal with them here only
inasmch as they reveal an evaluation of the VOA's performance in
this field,

In this respect, a plurality of respondente (35 per cent)
find that the VOA is sdequately answering Communist propaganda claims,
A smaller group (20 per cent) feel that the VOA has been somewhat
negligent and should have done more.

'Mirtnnctimmﬂn.lﬂﬂiuuﬂmﬂlﬂdn(p. 3). See also
the section on broadcasts about American life (p. 156) for a discussion
of how broadcasts describing the American living standard (such as the
cnes requested in the second quotstion above) actually form part of the
treatment of domestic events and issues.
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Table 38

REFUTATION OF COMMUNIST PROPAGANDA EY VOA

Communist propaganda attacks should
be refuted ands y

Commnist propsganda attacks are disbelleved

ﬂWhWQilliIIliii.I
lﬂm----a-tailf—-'v-----

'Iut.llﬂml{lmﬁ....-..-------

35%
20
23
6
16

o [ﬂﬂ]

Those respondents who find the VOA's performance satisfactory

mede simple statements to this effect, which run usually somewhat like

the following:

Those, on the other hand, who find room for improvement in VOA's treate

ment of Communist propaganda claims, ordinarily have in mind specifie

Communist allegations which they find themselves unable to answer or

consider that others in their ocountry need reassurance about.
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should also be explained that the great educational
ties about which the Communists boast are
only good for the treining of Party secretaries and
other spokesmen for Communism., However, there are
no advantages in these opportunities for the great
masses, and even the trained Communlists do not know
when they will fall out of favor., Many people were
tricked in this way. People should be made to
understand clearly how untrue the Commnist state-
menta about Western misery, lack of food, and poor
housing are. The Communists talk about it so much
that there are always more peopls who believe it.
I cannot recall any VOA lectures on this subject.

(064/10)

The programs of liadio budapest are so dominated by
the Five-lear Flan (propasganda) that the VOA should
deal more with why the Communists' claime about the
t of the economic and social standards,
resulting from the Flan, are not true. (092/18)

A bandful of respondents indicated that, in their opinion,
Comminist propasganda attacks and claims could be ignored because thay

were disbelieved by the iﬁan:ﬁ'im people snyhow.

It doesn't make any sense for the Western radics
to get into a discussion with Sgsbad Hep's state-
ments. The people don't believe them snyway,

because they know from their own experience that
they are not true. Secondly, these articles are
hardly read by anyone. This is also true of the

f{.hgr.su%}lﬁiﬁ they say on the radio or at meetings.
0

The people don't believe them (the Communists) any

more. mwdmtmmtmhummcmmim
speak about. Psople couldn't protest but this
doesn't mean necessarily that they believe what they
are told, The Communists s&aid recently, for instance,
that people should sign for Feace loans because it
would serve the interests of their better future and
peace. The most stupid people snd the last gipsy in
the village wouldn't give credit to such an assertion.
Until 1949 the people still believed the Communists
sometimes. Life was still relatively good then and
scme people could have thought that even the
Communists worked for a good cause. This belief
doesn't exist any more. lowadays one doesn't have

IFOR, Inc.
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to that the Communists don't
tell the truth; they are quite convinced of it.
The people should only be told what the truth is
instead. (078/11)

:
¥
|

because they did not want and did not expect
Communism in the form in which it now exists (in
Hungary). I knew such disillusicned old Communists,
For this reason, there is no necessity for the VOA
to devote a lot of time to arguments (with the
Communists). (051/10)

In sum, it appears that the Hungarien respondents do not seem
mhm;mmﬂmmmmmmm,mum
lar over attacks against the US. However, although they do not differ-
entiate it from the genersl treatment of domestic issues and conditions,
they do recognize the usefulness of a rudimentary counterpropagands, as

the following will show:
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In an attempt to assess the impact of forelgn broadcasts upon
their audience in Hungary it is of interest to find out to what degree,
if any, these broadcasts may lmw resulted in overt action on the part
of eizable groups among the population. It was known beforehand that
information broadcast by the VOA had precipitated a generalized hoarding
of food in antiﬁpat-inn of the reintroduction of rationing., This fact
has received confirmation in the framework of the present study and other
similar incidents have been related by the respondents.

Fewer than one=third of the respondents who listened to foreign
stations (31 per cent) recounted instances of specific behavior among
large numbers of the Hungarian people which they associated with foreign
broadcasts. A total of 25 respondents mentioned one or more such inci=
dents: L mentioned the hoarding of f'ood, 13 mentioned the buying spree
provoked by the news that bills of a certain dencmination would be withe
drawn from circulation, and 11 mentioned various other incidents.® It
can be gathered from the statements of the respondents that most of the
incidents referred to, and particularly the buying spree, ware rather
widespread throughout Hungary. The fact that two=thirds of the respond-
ents fajled to recall these incidents 1s not necesearily a contradietion,
since it is quite 1ikely that the news which was at the basls of the

incidents was originally heerd on the radio by only a prorortion of the

# One respondent, a resident of an area of Hungary annewxed by Czecho-
slovakia in 1947, recounted an ineident which had taken place in the
latter comntry. Since the subsequent diecussion concerns ineldents
which happened in Hungary, this respondent will not be included.
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foreign broadcast 1iﬁtenarﬂ. while the other listeners and the =on-
listeners learned about it indireetly, by word of mouth transmittal of
the broadcast content. In fact, practically all respondents who mene
tioned an incident of this sort indicated that they had heard directly
the broadcasts which precipitated it. In consequence, a clear cause
and effect relationship between the broadcasts and the ineidents is seen
and stated by all these respondents. Furthermore, the broadcaste re-
ferred to are firmly believed to have been the sole determining factor
in creating each incident; there is no evidence that any other factors
may have operated; in fact, the very rossibility did not even occur to
the respondents.

The major incident referred to ie a buying spree which followed
a series of forelgn=-broadcast amnouncements late in 1950 to the effect
that the Hungarisn 100=forint bills were going to be withdrawn from
circulation or devalued., People tried to get rid of the condemmed bills
by spending them on any commodity they could lay their hands on. This
rredietion eventually falled to materialize, since these bills were not
withdrawn at that time. This fact ereated an incident within the inci-
dent, as it were, as 1t provoked either feslings of exuberant satisfaction
with the effectiveness of the foreign broadcasts which were credited
with having prevented the exacution of a2 contemplated measure by destroy=
ing the essential element of surprise, or, in some cases, a sentiment
of sharp disappointment with what was considered a plece of incorrect
and nisleading information. Incidentally, this provides a vivid illustration
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of the problems inwelved in broadcasting warnings of impending Communist
measures which, as we have seen, so =any Hungarians desire. Here are
sone statements referring to this incident.

The VOA and RFE reported that the Hungarian 100=-
forint bills would be withdrawn from circulation.
Every one hurried to get rid of hiz 100=forint
billes (by buying things). Then the merchants
rushed to the banks to get rid of the bills too.
The whole thing was called off, but my sister
was informed at the Fungarian Watlonal Fank that
it had been planned. The Commmists were forced
1(:-& d:f-z;}: the plan becsuse 1t had been disclosed.
073

During the fall of 1950, RFE talked a lot about

il the exchanpe or devaluation of paper currency in
Hungary. The VOA also talked about the Hungarian
currency at that time., The broadcast was about
the Hungarian currency having no backing, and we
regarded it as a reference to devaluation. As
a result of the broadeasts, people tried to get
rid of all the paper currency quickly. I, too,

- got rid of mine and my brother's money. I

bought clothes and shoes, too, in order to apend
the money. I heard from other people that the
same thing had happened in X9, There was
such a tumlt in the stores that one could hardly
move inside. Everything in the shops was sold
out within a few days. (086/8)

When the VOA announced the devaluation of the
forint, everybody zot rid of the bills. But
when nothing happened and there was no devalua-
tion — for days nobody turned on the radio,
saying: 'It is lying, anyway.®' (020/L)

A few respondents mentioned a food buyling and hoarding panie
which broke out as the result of a VOA broadcast:

When VOA announced the re-introduction of ration-
ing in Hungary, people hastemed to buy 10 kilo-
grams of every kind of goods they could get. When
a snortage of soap was alsc ammounced by VOA,
people started buying bars of soap, ten ail a times,
The Commnists branded VOA's ammouncement as a
slanderous lie nobody would be focled by. Howaver,
ration cards were issued two weeks later. (01§/8)
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It in "X* that people rushed (to the
stores) to buy flour, because they heard on
the VOA's broadcast that there were difficulties
in Hungary concerning flour supplies. (018/11)

As we have seen, several respondents mentioned various other
m“lofbdlniﬁronthlputoflnt-muplnfﬂnwm
lation under the influence of foreign broadcasts. In some casss, 1t was
only an "accidental™ result of foreign-breoadcast information wnich would
not seem to be incldent-prowvoking in nature -- for example Balint Boda's
proposed visits to certain places in Hungary:

Imﬁnmmmh-.rruunruumm

tremble, Balint Boda is coming.
policemen did not dare to walk alone, only in
peirs. (058/5)

A few other respondents made similar statements. Most indive
mnﬂd:gmw,huw,nttrndhimhmmofmhﬂ
on specific advice which the Hungarisn listemers were given by certain
foreign stations and which they evidently followed faithfully. We have
pointed out, in one of the previous sections, that a siseabls proportion
of respondents expressed the wish to have practical adviece broadcast to
them on ways of counteracting or evading or acting toward regime measures,
Here we find evidence that this course has already been taken in certain

casagt
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Last summer RFE called for a 'silent strike for

a week. I found that people were trying to

stick to this. During that week we hardly re-
celved any instructions from the offices. There
was nothing to do in the workshops. They d4id

not complete the Flan, snd they were late. It
looked as if the strike was led from the offices,
but nobody knew this for sure. It (the strike)
had no unpleasant consequencrs. We told people
that this sabotage was a result of RFE's appeal,
and they were very glad when they saw the results.
There were people, however, to whom this eould
not be told, and of course, they did not know
what was going on. The simple workers who were
pro=Communist did not even notice the whole thing.
But the Commnist big shots surely must have
known about it, becaus= I think they also listen
to RFE. There wers 50 people in the workshep
where T worked. Among these the foreman and two
workers were Commundsts. (026/5)

During the last elections in Hungary people
planned not to vote, because we eovld vote only
for one ticket. At that time the VOA explained
that the electirn was not valid snyway, tut that
the Conmuniste would cause trouble to peonle

who did not attend. So the VOA advised that
everybody should go calmly to the election and
vote the way the Communists wanted. People be-
came reassured, and acted that way. (059/7)

Many workers joined the (Communist) Party when
RFE btroadcast to them not to throw away jeop=
ardize) their daily bread and (to join the Party)
in case they could not withstand the pressure,
because there would not be any punishment later
on account of thelr having joined the Party.
Also the acts of sabotage committed by my fel-
low rallway workers were in connection with the
RFE instigation to sabotage, (013/5)

An . » .+ example of the effect of foreign radios
came up wWhen signatures were voliected apainst
Cardinal Mindszenty. The Vatican and some other
station told us that everylody could sign these
documents and not worry about it. This radio
news sclved a great many people's grave problem
of conscience, Many people who otherwise would
have refused to give their signature avoided,
with the help of this radio news, superfluous
persecution. (076/8)
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These cases appear to confirm the fact that there is a definite
imract of foreign broadcasts upon the Hungarian population and that there
is, among the Hungarians, a spirit of receptivity toward the directives
broadeast by foreign stations.
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CHAPTER IV
ORAL DISSEMINATION OF FOREIGN BROADCAST NEWS

—

General Situational Background
'rhn statements of our respondents provide clear-cut nidama
that nrll dissemination of news broadcast by foreign stations is gui.nz

-

nninﬂunnrrnndoomp&uluthnrmtmtmiﬂm—mgthﬂdﬂhr-
ent sources of information about domestic and world events. Ninety-two
per cent of the respondents, listeners and non-listemers, stated that
there was oral dissemination, and this testimony is based almost completely
on personal experisnce. Five par cent of the respondenta did not discuss
this problem, while only three per cent specifically stated that they
never experienced this information medium and were thersfore unprepared
to say whather or not it existed.

In view of this evidence there is little reasen to doubt that
news originating with foreign broadcssts is commonly circulated by word
of mouth in Hungary and that this ocompensates to a considerasble extent
for the inaccessibility of the foreign broadecasts for many people. In
uthrwrd_n,dn.tn%mn.thpmﬂmofpwphuhmmnd
to the content of foreign broadcasts (at least as far as news is concerned)
is considerably higher than the actual audience of the foreign station.

" This is sleo significent because, as we have seen, many respond-

_ents claimed that diffusion of foreign broadeast naws by word of mouth

frequently involwed unpleasant consequences or even was prohibited and
punishable under the law, It appears now that these risks do not have
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much effect as deterrents, since there is almost absolute unanimity
among the respondents about the existence of oral dissemination as a
firmly established pattern of behavior in present day Hungary. Ever if
most respondents indicated that this circulation of news by word of mouth
mn:tﬂuhdinmplouhhnumhothrull,;ndmﬂmdhw
an atmosphere of caution, yet the general impression is that it went on
rather freely and with the barest minluum of precautionary measures.

Let us consider, for example, where the news originsting with
foreign broadcasts was being passed around. Fractically sll respondents
who discussed this aspect (8L per cent of the sample) said that conver-
sations about news from foreign broadcasts took place mostly in informal
groups of friends, wherever such friends happened to meet, including the
factory and other places of work. The factory and the office are specifi-
cally mentioned in this respect by at least two out of five respondents, -
which indicates that security measures were not too strictly enforced and
that the danger of being overhsard by trusties was not of great concern.
lﬂbur&mpmﬁnhammdthntthrmldmtmttmtm
broadcast newe to people whom they did not know well for fear of being re-
purhdhthluthnritm.t[uﬂﬁ'ur'whhpnndpmﬂord
"spreading panic-provoking rumors,” but this risk does not seem to have
been & really serious deterrent of discussion of the news broadcast by
foreign stations with other people.

Another indication of the relative safety with which news from
foreign broadcasts is circulated in Hungary is provided by the statements
concerning the speed with which this news was disseminated. Only LO per
ecent of the respondents offered comments upon this point, but all of these
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unanimously claimed that the news spread extremely fast. A typical state-
mant iin this respect was: "Everybody in our community knew it the next
day." Slightly more than a half of the respondents who discussed this
point subscribed to this view, while the rest made more genersl comments
to the effect that the new spread at once or very fast. This seems to
indicate ratier clearly tlit no great risks could have been associated
with this sort of activity.
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Sourece of News Disseminated Orally

Two-thirds of the respondents mads some comment about the
relative importance of the different foreign stations as sources of
news circulated by word of mouth. These respondents fall into four
groups of approximstely equal sise. The first group stated that news
spread by word of mouth came particularly from the VOA. The second
group claimed that although the VOA was the most important source, nsws
from other stations was given practically equally wide currency. The
third category said that news originating from other stations (usually
RFE) wvas more apt to be psssed around among the pecple than news broad-
cast by the VOA. Among these respondents, all but two listensd to the
VOA and four were VOA preferents, Finally, the remaining respondants
stated that the news epread by word of mouth was identified solely as
coming from foreign stations and was not associated with any specifis
station.
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Kinds of News (Odven Widest Dissemination !
The majority of our respondente (83 per cent) mentioned the
‘themes of the news which was most eagerly passed around by word of mouth,

The frequency with which different themes are mentioned follows:

Table 39
BROADCAST TOPICS GIVEN WIDEST ORAL DISSEMINATION

uhnum-liliillil--l--liiiil ® s = » 67’

News suggesting that liberation is mear . . . . . . . 2%
News suggesting imminence of war . . . « « = + » ¢ . 16
Diplomatic and military setbacks of Communism . . . . 1k
Western resrmament, new weapon® . . . . . . . . . . . 13
Domestic events and 1ssues . . . . . . . . ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢« s & 5 @ 63%
Demunciation of Communist informers . . . . . . . . . 5
Deportatlons . . o 4 s ¢ o 4 & o 60 s & o« & 5.8 & o 1k
mhth“t----oittt-t---'--n 8
Economdec conditions . . « = = = ¢ = & & 4 2 4 5 2 & @ T
Flﬂﬂﬂlnftb!!‘ﬂm-.----...'.-f... 6
Foliticel trlals . ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ e 6 ¢ 0 06 6 00 8 & @ 6
Mﬂl,wﬂtﬁnmtl’w---.-- 1‘
mmmhm " & & ® ¥ § & @ ® @ ® A b 3

&

BOERA. o ¢ v 08 3 % % 8 & 0 6 66 ¢ 60 .0 .68 9
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Total Cases (100%) = (100)
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This table, as is to be expected, simply underlines what
has been said in the previous pages sbout the motivations of the
Hungarians for listening to foreign broadcasts and about the kinds of
things the respondents said should be broadcast. The topics which
people talked sbout were those which they were most interested in bear-
ing, and all had to do with the desire for the end of the regime in

Hungary.
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Belief in News Disseminated by Word of Mouth

Ooly 38 per cent of the respondents made comments about the
degree of belief in news disseminated orally., With the exceptlom of six
individuals, all these respondents said that this news was believed as
much as news heard directly over the radic., Some individuals in this
group added that the news was sc believed if the informant was considered
to be reliable; others indicatsd an implicit balief in news credited to
foreign stations.

People absolutely belisve what they hear (from
other people) and do mot think it is necsssary
to check on it. (019/L)
wWe trusted those people of whom we kpnew by ex-
perience that they passed on relishly the newn
from the Western radio. But in YiI' (town where
the respondent lived) there were one or two peopls
who spread fake news; we were angry with them
— because they undermined the credit of the Westarn
stations. They spread fantastic rumors . . o
they recounted (them) as news heard on Westernm
broadcasts, (021/26)
Six respondsnts said that they mistrusted the news disseminated by word
of mouth becauss they doubted the relisbility of the carriers.
often exaggerated the mews when telling
it to others and added which had not
been said originally. ( 3)

There seems to be no doubt that a wery considerable proportion
of the Hungarisn population is in fact exposed to news broadcast by foreign
stations through the indirect medium of dissemination of such news by word
of mouth, This so-called "whispered propaganda® provides a substitute
for actual personal exposure to forelgn broadcasts and increases the

impact of the broadcasts on the population at large.
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PART IX

IMAGE OF THE INITED STATES AND THE AMERICAN PEOPLE
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CHAPTER 1
IMAGE OF LIFE IN AMERICA

It is the economic advantages of 1life in America that dominate
the image of America held by these refugees and that provoke the widest
and mos: enthusiastic comment., Spontaneous discussions sbout 1life in
the United States revolve almost exclusively about economlc themes, and
even when sttention is directed to other aspects of Americsn 1ife,
responses continue to display strong economle overtones,

For these refugees, America is still the pgolden land of oppor=
tunity where prosperity reigns endlessly. They speak with awe of the
bountiful resources of America and of the technological wizardry of her
people which have combined to produce a steady stream of consumer goods.
Thqmﬁmrinullmdumm::uppemlﬂ.wuupmm all ==
where ability, initiative, and hard work lesd strnight to the pot of gold
at the end of the rainbow, Here employer and employee live together in
relstive harmony, equitsbly sharing in the great bounty they produce to-
m—ﬁumﬂrpmbactdbyhiunﬂﬂhpiﬂmﬂﬂhmuw
ment and to strike == the employer restrained from the impulse to ex-
ploit the worker by the lmowledge that it is to his own best interest
to keep the production process wninterrupted.

In this economic dreamland, the worker is envisioned as lead~
ing 2 1ife of almost unsullied proletarian bliss. He is well paid,
works short hours, can spend his leisure hours as caprice dictaies, can
work or not as he chooses,has 1deal physical conditions on the job, and
always has the shining hope that through !ndustry end thrift he may some
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day purchase land or embark on his oun business thus passing into the
ranks of the entrepreneurs,

Commentaries on the political organization of tne United States
and political conditions in America share the utopian quality of the
respondents' vislon of economic life in America reported above. Almost
without exception, these respondents affirm that the United States is
4 true pelitical democracy. They feel that the people and not the
moneyed classes select the government and that America is characteriszed
by freedom of political expression. The minority who credit the American
financlal elite with political power state that the ranks of the elite
are open to all,

Some of the ¢ivil rights of Americans which these Hungarisms
sorely miss under the Communist regime are the free expression of opinion
(especially with regard to politicsl matters), the freedom to join the
political party of their choice or to remain outside the political arena
ﬂmMﬂnﬂ,ﬂmﬁmﬂn.ufmﬂ.ﬂctadthamplmh
ancther through free media of communication, and freedom of worship.*

Very few of the respondents have anything to say about discrim=
ination against minority groups. BSuch comment as there is generally af-
firme the complete equality of all racial groups in Amerdica. A& small
numbsr testify to the existence of discriminatory practices spainst Negroes
in America, but these persons mxnu:ﬂ]ymm-:lttﬂ or sympathetic
to the white majority on this issue. mm ie only one strong statement
against American patterns of discriminationm,
¥ Since most of the comment is made in & comparative context (America va.

Hungary under Commmniem) the implication 1s fairly clear that the in-

dividual liberties as well as other aspects of Americem life most highly
’ praised are the ones that thess Hungarians miss most keenly at home.
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There also appears to be 1little strong feeling sbout formal
‘Communist orgamizations in America. Although more than two out of five
respondents introduce the topic into their discussions, most of them
simply make a matter of fact acknowledgement of the existence of Communist
gmixplhthl[ﬂudmmm. However, there is a small number who ex-
presa resentment and apprehension because of the leniency shown by the
IS in dealing with domestic Communism.

But these are minor consideratione. As has already been indi-
cated, the aspect of 1ife in America that inspires the greatest admirae
tion among these respondents is the economlc advantage which they believe
Americans have over other nations. When asked directly what they con=
sidered the most faverable aspect of 1ife in the USA; respondents® com=
ments revealed the same strong economic emphasis evidenced by their free
responses, Although nearly haelf the respondents named political amd civil
liberties as atiractive aspects of life in America, most of these
named them in conjunctica with eccmomic factors. Ome=fifth of the respond=
ents spoke about political rights alone while one-third explained thedr
admiration for the USA exclusively in terms of the materisl advantages
to be had there,

This intense preoccupation with the materisl benefits of 1life
under the capitalistic system suggests that dissatisfaction with conditions
at home more often reflects resentment of economie hardships cormected with
the regime than strong ideologlcal convictions. This conclusion is sup=
ported by other evidence, notably the explicit assertion of several
respondents that they are wminterested in who wields political power as
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long as the ruling elite provides for their economic needs. Many who do
not state thelr position so unequivocally imply strongly that they are
basically in agreement on this point with their more outspoken compatriots.

Thus, while these respondents gensrally profess almost unre-
served admiration for American political democracy, this admiration as
well ss the motivation for their defection seems to be more strongly
rooted in economic factors than in moral or philosophical convictions
about the conflicting ideologies of America and the Soviet world.
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Images of Economic Life in the US

Almost without exception, these refugees concelve of 1ife in

America as one of unparalleled comfort and economic plenty. Ninety=
three per cent of the respondents make reference to the prosperity and
sburdance which they believe reigns throughout the US in reporting their
impressions of what life in that country is 1like. About half of them
(L9 per cent of the total sample) ascribe America's economic predomi-
nance andthe numerous materisl benefite enjoyed by her citizens to the
advenced state of American technology. American techrical skills and
mass production methods have provided an abundance of goods which are
well within the reach of the well-paid workers.

The most attractive thing about US 1life is that

if one has a skill, he can put it to better use

there than in Hungary. Shorter working hours,

more production, higher pay than in Hungary =

the worker can produce more there because the

technical development is higher. At the same

time, greater production results in higher wages.
In America very many people have an sdequate

come, One who has an income can buy be=
?lunghm ies no shortage of goods nor rationing.

Host of the remsining statements do not attempt to analyse the
fectors which have contributed to America's economically favorsble posi-
tion. They are 1ittle more than flet assertions that in Americs well-
being and even luxury sre within reach of all who are willing to sxercise
even & relatively modest effort. "Even a dsy laborer earns so much that
be is able to satiafy his most exquisite needs reparding entertaimment,”
(098/16) *In America everybody is prosperous. The little man can also
buy what he needs and doesn®t feel there are others who are doing better

then he.* (016/11)
IPCH, Inc.
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The fact that many people whom the respondents know, either
personally or by hearsay, hsve made impressive fortunes in the US also
serves tonourish this picture of the all-pervasive and uninterrupted
charactier of American prosperity,

'The fact that there is a better 1ife in Americas
tha in Furope is certasin, since plenty of the
Hungariens acquired thelr money there, All of
them who returned bought a couple of housss and
fields, The same person could not have achieved
thet at home. It ie because the wages are higher
in America. Half of the wages could bs saved and
they can have a good life for ths other half, The
wages are higher because there are richer employers
in America who can afford to pey greater salaries
to the workers. (010/6)

Some of the stories about individusl emigrants have a slightly apoecryphal
ring which serves to emphasize the folkemyth quality of many of the state-
ments regarding the facility with which substantisl wealth may be scquired
in the US.* -

mﬂmm“q;quhdmﬁiq

to live on until he received hie first pay. He

got this pay one week later, liis deily pay was
L]
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I saw letters from the West at my mother-in-law's,
whose brothers and sisters are in America. In ons
letter, for instance, it said that one of their
daughters of the pame ages as my wife bought a motor
bicycle since the family already possessed four
cars. This was news of such interest that we could
hardly eat. They could send all the children to
schools though their father was a worker and had
?u;f cl;ﬂdren. A1l four have a high school diploma.
013/3

The flow of parcels to Hungary from Hungarians who have emd=
grated to America, as the respondent juet quoted pointed out, provides
further evidence of the abundance that exists in America. Thie palpeble
proof that stories of American plenty have baagls in reality is veaful in
refuting Commmist claims that American capitallism is characteriszad by
mase unemploymsnt and abject povarty:

It 18 a pet statement of Communlst propagenda

that people in the US live from leftover food
trash they collect on trash dumps. To this
Hungariens used to answer, F"What could all
things in those trash dumps be if ths people
do not live well in the US sre continually
tg send useful amd welusble things back hoxa?!

Thug, the overwhelming msjority of respondents, envizion 1ifs

SESEEL

in Awerica in the rosiest of terms. They see America as z place where
there is 1imitless opportunity to esrn money, where lsbor is generously
paid, and all kinde of goods are aveilable at reasonable prices on the
open market., More about these aspects of 1ife in the US will be reported
in the section on the life of the worker since 1t is in this context that
most respondents go into detailed discussicns of American economic 1life,
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The Class Structure

Aw 1s suggested by some of the mfmta which have been cited
in the immediately foregoing pages, the bulk of these respordents believe
that there e::isj. cless divisions in America. TFor most of these (63 per
cant of the tolal sample} this division is a simple dichotomy of ewployer
ax. enployee ~~: the moneyed capitalist and the worker.® An edditional
L4 per cent think primarily in terms of this tso way division bu® de ke
somn upontenocus references to other clesses or at lesst imply that thers
nxdet other cless groups in American soclety.

Although this two class num.ept of the American soccial structww
las general acceptance, s majority are comvinced that the clase divisdon
ie mot a rigid one, They believe fimmly thet with personsl atility, per-
severance and thrift every mem in Americe has an opportumity to rise upe-
ward in the social and econowic scals. Many assert that the vesdltiyr have
no differential advantages over the poor. Others, who perheps mor real-
isticelly concede that the wealthy msy exercise cartain powers ani hevs
zortain privileges not enjoyed by the working class, argue that tiie 1o
o netursl or non~objectionable state since the American worker is petertly

& The implications of this twowcless concept of American soclety Showd
ba roted. The respondents’ mode of thought coincides with (but: 48 nct
necessarily due te) the Soclalist-Communist defindtion of clasy divie
glon == worker va, enirspreneur = and they think of Americs iu thues
terns, They have not, however, accepted the second premise, which
miles the first of these two groups the exploited and the secord e
sploiter, at least es foar as the US 41s concerned. But the ldes of
the ‘average Amsrican®, John Doe, middle class, generally hss 1ittle
megning for them, and it 18 important to have this in mind whar sreal
ci 8l g to these people about American sceiety, 1f thw brusdosi b exs
W nrve irtermet and be wderstood,
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80 well off. Only cne I'!!pnndentf sugpested that the poor in America
may be at a real disadvantage, but even this individual believes that
everybody in the US lives well *

The assertion that economic opportunity is open to all regard=
less of economic or social status is made by Bl per cent of the respond-
ents. This includes 2l per cent who generally ignore or lightly dismiss
the existence of any class distinctions and 60 per cent who contend that
existing class distinctions do not affect access to economic opportunities.

iThdnnmentandupmndim:nnnofﬂmrmﬂﬁmﬂhnfmm
Mﬂmnfprudmﬁunlﬂpﬂvmmrﬁipﬂnmmmuntﬁﬂ.cht—
commenteds
I don't know because I haven't been to Americs
yet, but it ie possible that soclal elass dif-
r-rmulnﬂnthnth-raﬂhﬁnmhpﬂuh
s hads . . . . The class difference could lead to
a situation where the proprietor employs in his
fauturyﬂmimnfhurrimdmddunn'tmphr
those who are not recommended, Anyway there may
h.ldiﬂhrmbuhmtha!-ﬂcmfmqm
and worlman because of monsy . . . . The most
imrt-mtthingformlmuldb-ﬁltpwplnlhould
be judged according to their learning, end their
wages and living should be im proportion to 1t.
Differences between people shouldn't be made be-
causs of their money. However, this isn't well
arranged aven in the US. (080/12) -

In kis final words on the subject; however, he practically retractd
in toto the implications of these statements,

What I said about the class differences dus to the
differences in riches would be, naturslly, slse
walid for America. But if I achieved my owm good
living, I wouldn't bother with this problem., This
whole class difference was only my deduction.
ththnhilmmd:diﬂm-tﬂlinm:'innn
Iunly!nurj.mditm,tlchgthnﬂnrﬂurnﬂnu
&n example. But I know quite well that everybody
lives well in the US. (080/12)
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I'he smaller group places almost no qualifications on the statement thit
succeps is open to everyome.

Obviously the US is called the country of posgie
bilities because e¢verybedy there has the poesi-
bility for success. It's only skill that counts,
.Success is not influenced by birth or material
situation. (061/11)

It ie certein that thoss with money are masters.
But if everybody has money, then everybody is a
master, Some of them bigger, others smaller,
but all are masters, ( )

In Americs the "Capitalist class exploite the
worker',® but my most ardent desire is to be &
employee with good wapas in America working for
such an exploiter. I don't believe a werd of
guch chargea. In Americs everyone gets shead
according to his sbilities and how much ha worle,
(019/A5)

3o strong is the belief that success depends solely on indivicdus) will«
Ingness to strive for ecoromic self-beiterment that soms go so far as to
pay that only those sre poor who want to bs so.

I have never heard that honest people in the US
were oppressed by the rich, if they wanted to work.
I rather think that everybody can make a living,
without hindrance, if they work diligently. Natur-
ally, there are drunks and other no-goods in the
US too, but it is their own fasult if they can't
make a living, (0LL/9)

#: The respordient was repesating pait of the question put to hir, 1Indy ia
actually & borderline case which might be coded amemg the ncxt grop
t be discuesed. In this case 1t 18 not of crucial importarce to .:pbabw
lish a rigorous distinction betwesn the iwo categories simce they (ra
& Teatively equated in that ell the reepondents in the two grorpa le=
Lievy imaricu offers umlimited opporturd ty without class diror miy dLm.

.J,,
ol
I

P

in i

WOTICE: THIS MATERIAL MAY
BY COPYRIGUT
LAW (TITLE 17, U.85. CODE)



photocopy
iatributed

lon

of the

may not
without
Hoovaer

= 236 =

-

The remaining 60 per cent 1s similarly enthusiastic about the
liberality and fluldity of American society, However, they show much
more awareness of the exlstence of a moneyed and powerful class in
Mmerica, They do not assoclate speclal privileges, advantages, or hapdi-
caps with membership in one class or another but they do explicitly take
cognizance of the fact that classes do exist.

In the USA there are undoubtedly many rich men.
But the American worker, both culturally and
materially, stands on such a high level that he
feels himself independent and is sbls to free
himself from the influence of the rich. GCetting
rich in the S depende on alertness, industry
and luck, too. But the same holds for lower
levels of prosperity teo, and in almost every
case, an industrious, capable man can earmn enough
not to feel dependent upon thoee with larger fore
tunes. In the USA, moreover, in view of the
general human freedom, there sre no oppressed or
underprivileged strata, (035/10)

We all know that whosver wants, likes, or is able
to work can make a good living in America on his
salary. Everybody can by working achieve the
position of those who are called Americsm capital-
ists by the Communists., There is freedom in
America. Anyone belonging to the working clase
can get as far ss his talents ensble him to go.
The capitalists do not stop him from doing it.
For instance, should someone invent something, it
is only natural that he will be rewarded for it.
He would bs rewarded even if he was only a simple
workman. I cant believe that a workmam's telented
and ambitious child would be excluded from the op=
portunities of educstion. He could even becoms a
banker;y slthough this is somewhst exaggerstad be-=
causa you need capital to begin with. But hs could
easily become a bank clerk. (090/12)
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Forelgn Minister Acheson certainly does not want
his son to become a shoemaker, However, the son
of a shoemaker can easily becomes & member of the
cabinet of the US. To sttend a 200-guest banguet
for Acheson might not be a greater joy than being
one of five guests at the table of the shoemaker,

The guests at both dinner tables are surely equally
independent Americams. (0L9/22)

A sms]ll mmber (15 per cent) consider that the wealthy constitute
a privileged and influential group in America but regard this as non-
objectionsble since the worker is allowed to live in relative case snd
his inferior status is not an oppressive burdem to him,
Anything the rich want in America they get. But
there are no oppressed pecple there, The high
standard of living guarantees good living conditions
for the rich and also for the poor who are less
ambitious then the rich, It is mot important, there-
fore, that the rich may do arything they like because
this doee not affect the individusl citizen. In
Europe, the non-ruling classes arp much more aware
- of their position than in America. (0L5/11)
Thus, the overall picture which these refugees have of the
American class structure is one in which the capitalist and the worker,

or the rich and the poor, employer and employee live side by side in
relative harmony == in which there is a maximm of opportunity for the
capable and ambitious individusl to pass from the worker into the proe
prietary group. Even those who lack the sbility or the impulse to strive
for self-advancement are not really subject to exploitation since the
worker 18 fairly independent of his employer and the employer himself is

not inclined to impose restraint upon or defravd his workers.*

ilﬂmﬂnnofﬁnrahﬂnnﬂpmumthudponﬂﬂipmrh
the U8 appears on pp., 246 - 250, This section mmplifies the picture
pnmmhnuflmwmm'ﬂqdhuthnml-ﬂmm
class,
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The Iife of the Worker

The images which these refugees report of the way of life of
the Americen worker reveal a grest deal not only about their concepta of
life in America but also about the situation of the worker under the
Commmnist regime in Aungary. About three in five give their impression
of how the worker lives in America in a comparative context == contrast-
ing the conditions they believe predominate in the US with the actual
situation in their own country. It is probably safe to infer that those
:ﬂ'ﬂn‘l‘.ﬁg‘oa of the workera® 1ife in the US that appear most attractive to
these respondents are the cnes they miss most keenly at home and the ones
which 1lie at the roots of much of the resentment against the current
regime.

Consonant with the respondemts’ gemersl attitude toward Ameries,
the most exciting and noteworthy aspect about the way of life of the
American worker for them is the general prosperity which he .enjoys.
Eighty-seven per cent of the respondents msde specific reference to the
economic advantages enjoyed by the worker in America. The high wage
scale of US workers permits them to live comfortably and still save suf-
ficiently to provide for their old age or purchase a home or am automo.
bile.” "Mey can mot only live on thelr wages but also save money for
lmm-mtwlhdcnvmmmmhnm
quite sensational by these respondents and thia alone is accepted
by many aa prima facie evidence of the affluence of the American
e Maybe I could characterise Hungarian cpinien about

- . American :Li.r- with the sentence: Poor Americsn un=

ployul , they ride in their own cars whem
they go tradl mion loocking for work. (095/1k)
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their old age." (078/13) "Those who work earn enough not only for their
food but more. They can buy thelr clothing and if they save money for
years they could even buy a house or a car," (091/6) Populsr conceptions
of the wide gulf between the living standard of the Americsn worker and
his counterpart in the Soviet world have inspired humorous snecdotes such
as the one which follows:

The difference between the USA and the Soviet
Union is expressed in a widely spread

Stalin asks Truman how much a worker in America
earns. Then he asks how much the worker needs
to live on, Truman says, "Four-fifths of his
income."' Wwhen Stalin asks, "What does he do
with the fifth he has left?!', Trumen answers,
"This does not concern me,' When Trimen asks
Stalin the same questions, he gete the amnswer,
'The Russlan-worker spends one=fifth more than
hs earns.” Then Trumsn wants Stalin to tell
him how the Russian worker can manage this.
But 5talin now gives the same answer, 'That's
nene of my business.' (007/1L)

Some of the luxuries which are available to the American worker and which
are, of course, far beyond the reach of all but the most highly placed
Hungarisns are enmerated by a former textile worker.

The American worker goes to the factory either
walking, or by streetcar, or riding a bike. At

workman's wages on an installment plan. However,
only workers who have worked in the factory for
decades and can prove they live very far awsy

get this privilege. The Americen foremsm probably

i
B
8
:
3
27

st an outstanding worker is
able to a car if ha doesn't spend his money
on unnecessary things. The Americens hawve better
food. We at homs eat meat at most once a week.
an worker, if he chooses, can eat meat
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twice a day. Probably even the drinks are not
l1imited 1ike they are in Hungary. The Americams
wear good quality clothes and have good taste.
Certainly everybody has four smuits and three

pairs of shoes, (090/10-11)

Heavy work schedules and enforced attendance at political 4n-
doctrination classes and other state functions during time away from work
have made these respondents wery appreciative of the comparatively short
hours of the Americen work week and the American freedom to indulge per-
sonal taste in the selection of leisure time activities. This observa=
tion was made by seventy=four per cent of the respondents. The pattern
of leisure time activity and the wide range of such activities open to
the individusl is, of course, comnected by respondents with the high earn-
ing power they generally ascribe to the American worker, Thus, the
American worker is pictured in the heppy ciroumstance of having the time,
the money, snd the available facilities for indulging his personsl fancy
in deciding what to do with his spare time,

I do not know how many hours wore or less they

work than we do at home. I do know that they
live well. They earn more than we do, They
for thelr free time too. They =it
and talk politics and dance.
newspapers what it 1s like in other
to the radie. They can save
lothing, watches, furniture, or build
heard here in Lins that a worker
 too. (009/8)

vorker is pald sstisfactorily for

i®s sble toc scquire what he needs,
shed working, he can freely de-
He does not have to sttend mest-
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They have such wages that after paying for food
and clothing they have samething left over for
entertainment, too. For theatres, movies, mn
automobile, vacations. This is partly true with
us, too, but we are forced to do everything col-
e Saariom o thocse wiat i wemte.. (BEAS)
Not only is the worker in America permitted to enjoy the fruits
; of his labor in an mrestricted msnner, he is free to choose the kind of
work he will do and where he will do it == he may, in fact, choose not
to work at all, "Everybody is allowed to work wherever he likes, where
the income and work conditions are best. Nobody is obliged to work for
the rich man," (074,/13) ". . , in America there is freedom to work
too. The Americans may work where they pleuse. Everybody can arrange
his 1ife as he 1ikes and nobody tells him what he must do.™ (031/8)
The frequency with which such remerks are made is indicative of the amount
of precccupation and resentmsnt which the rigid stats comtrols on ocoupa=
tions aroused among these respondents., Fifty-seven per cent made refer-
ence to the freedom of American workers to choose independently their
ocoupation and place of employment., The fact that such cholces can be
. made 1rrmt:|.ﬁ of political affilistion is particularly noteworthy to
many of these respondents. "The position and the work of the people in
America have no comnection with their joining Trumsn's party or any other
party." (059/12) "At the places of work it is skill thet counts and not
party membership.® (081/11) "HNobody ie barred from a job which enables
him to make a 1iving just because he is not a party member." (034/7)
The worker's right to scquire end own real property or te es=
tablish his own business represents another sirong attraction of life in

America for thess refugees (mentioned by L3 per cent of the respondents).
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The following individual admiringly contrasted the unlimited opportunities
open to all under an economy based on free enterprise with the restrictive
and oppressive character of state capitalism on the Soviet model,

In my epindlon, the characteristics of the US are
complete freedom, free opportunities for success,
freedom of private enterprise and its opportuni-
ties to expand, These are the great values of
democracy opposing the Communist oppression that
we ourselves suffer . . . private economy is of
basic significance in the US. It results in
flexibility of economic life end every other

mani festation of 1ife. With flexibility come
greater opportunities for making money for every-
body. Creat fortunes are being established. At
the same time, the worker and the poorer people
also enjoy the adventages of flexibility because
their dependence on those with great fortunes is
not as oppressive as 1s dependence on the state
capitalism of the Bolshevist regime. (050/16,17)

Thie aspect of US 1life is understandably of especially moving interest to
farm people, many of whom have bitter memories of expropriation and impos-
sible production quotas fixed by the state. The respondent here quoted
was a farmer all his 1ife but was foreed to turn to factory labor when it
became impoesible to support his large family group on what the government
permitted him to keep of the farm's produce.

In America one works for somebody else for a

short time, then he becomes independent. If

he is en agricultural lsborer, he can scon buy

a small farm., While he is saving for this he

does not have to deny himself entertainment,

trips, or the purchase of furndture, clothes

and household articles., There is enough for

Nearly two out of five of the respondents make reference to the

excellence of the physical working conditions which they belleve prevadl
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in the US, Such comments generally single out the extensive use of
machinery to lessen the physical demands of labor on the individual.
"There is no hard phyeical labor because this is done by machines.®
(073/11)

There 18 no work competition® in America or else

VOA would have mentioned it., And still they can

produce more without driving the people and with=

out exploitation, This is possible becsuse they
have more modern factory equipment, (024/12)

To me the most attractive thing in the US is the
fact that mechanization ie being used to the
fullest extent for the benefit of men. They don't
have the slave labor system like in Hungary and
in the other cowntries oppressed by the Commmists,
(oL9/20)

A somewhat smaller proportion (27 per cent) consider the fact
that American workers are free to strike without fear of reprisals from
the government or their employers as especiaslly symbolic of the independ-
ence of workers 4n the US. ", . . it's to be seen from the strikes that
people in the West act of their own free will." (058/9) “They don't
stick a tommy-gun in the face of a worker in /America if he tries to demand
his rights.® (043/12) ", . . where there are strikes the rights of the
vworkers are observed. Let the workers try to go on strike in Hungary.

They would see the pitiful consequences.” (039/9)

# The respondent is referring to the standard Commmist practice of
requiring individual workers or groups of workers to compete in
fulfilling or exceeding productlon quotas. Individual competition
of this kind is reflected in Stakhanovism,

fi m’. Im-g
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Two more aspects of the life of the worker in America received
the attention of fairly substantial proportions of the respondents.®
About a fifth pointed out that in America workers are not driven to ful=-
111 wnreasonsble production norms, About the same number wers impressed
with the many educational opportunities opem to workers and their
famdlies in the S, The two quotations that follow sugpest the kind of
remarks that were made about produnﬂon guotas snd the constant pressures
on workers in Hungary,

Nobody stande behind you there driwving you om in

your work and controlling you., It 1s up to the

4individual worker how he works in his own intereet.

He 18 not dragged in front of a plant committee or

the AVO, charged with having done his work badly.

(067/1L)

There are no prescribed work quotas as in Hungary.

Workers in America are paid justly, according to

their work, and they have no deductions for not

fulfilling quotas. (03L/7)
Commente about the liberal provisions for the education of the childrem
of workers generally suggest that the working class parent hass the oppor-
tunlty to choose the fleld of specislisation most advantegecus for his
child and either is able to earn the money to pay for this education him-
pelf or can avail himeelf of existing facilities provided by the govern-
ment, %, . , it'®s up to the perente to choose smong the learning possi-

bilities for thedr children.” (058/11) "They have time to care for their

* Several other ideas were introduced by small numbers of Trespondents.
These include the notion that in America the worker enjoys the pro=
tection of the government and his union, that relations bstwoen em-
ployer and employees are generally cordial, that women do not wurk
as herd in /imerica ss in Hungery, etc.

T I . i ——
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children and money to educste them," (026/10) A direct contrast befween
Aungery and America in this regard is drawn h;r a young siilled worker:

My brother recently graduated from high school,

He tried to become a student of law at the unie

versity but he never obtained a .t"uJ.l scholarship.

The State refused to gpive more thanm lodging and
food. Everything else was to be paid by my

parents, who could not afford it. In America

students certainly get the other school fees

also after they have been screened to make sure

they are capasble and that the parents are unsble

to pay for them. (003/7)

Tﬂaimnfﬂmlifaufﬂmhricmwrﬂngmi-l,nm

be seen, unreservedly favorable. A composite picture of the typical
Americen worker made up from the comments quoted in the last few pages
is that of a man who 1ives at a level often barely distinguishable from
'thltnfhil—plm—nmuithamhmuﬂummﬂhlmw
on a free market where all types of goods are available at prices within
his reach == & man who can save from his earming te purchase land, embark
nnhilmhuﬂn-ﬂhlmdaﬂm,nﬂpruﬂd-mrhiuulﬂlgl,ﬁul
has the freedom to choose his work and his employer or may choose not to
wnltﬂl,mmmmﬁhmsmdmdonhiﬂlﬁthhulm.
who csn strike in protest if treated inequitably by his employer, who
works under almost ideal physical working conditions under no pressure
to achieve superhuman production quotas, and who is able to provide for

his own education and particularly that of hs children,
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Politl us

Just as they believe almost without excertion that America is
a dreamland of economic plenty so do these relugees generally affirm that
there exists true political Humnracy in the United States. Few of them
say so in so mrur words, but a little better than three out of fouwr make
it clear that they beliewe that there is political freedom for all in
hAmerica. An additional 5 per cenmt go along with this view but co make minor
reservations. No respondent suggested that there exists poli.t.:l.c-al op-

preasion of -nn:.r sort in the US.*

Wealth and Folitical Fower

As will be remembered, the images of the American class structure
which were reported on pages 233-237 demonstrated that these refugees en-
vision America as divided primarily into two classes == the wealthy employer
and the worker. Yowever, almost all of them were of the opinion that in
America economic opportunity is open to all regardless of original economic
or social status. Although a small pumber thought that the wealthy enjoy
some differential advantages over the less privileged, they emphasized the
extreme fluidity of the class system and the freedom of opportunity exist-
ing in America. No one thought the poor to be at a serious disadvantage
in the US.

In keeping with this image of the relationship between Amriun
rich and poor are the views expressed by these respondents about the de-
gree of political influence and power wielded by economically ravored groups.

*NMineteen Individuals made no clear statement or said nothing at all on
this point. The bulk of those claimed total ignorance of political con-
ditions in America and declined to speculate about how Americans are
governsd.

IFOR, inc.
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The proportlion who concurred withthe statement that govermmental policy

is strongly influenced by wealthy groups is relatively small (21 per cent).®
Two thirds (66 per cent) denied that the wealthy eunt-rﬁ'l. the govermment or
have a disproportionate role in determining governmental policy. They
asserted that tih,u poor have an equal volce in running the country and have
fMull equality before the law.®®

I don't think, however, that being a capitalist
or & millionaire makes people eligible to have

a say in the govermment of the US. It is a dif-
ferent problem if the person is a member of the
Senate at the same time or if he has some other
political position. During electlons the entire
population, including the workers, votes for the
person whom they regard most eligible for running
the affairs of the nation. The acquisition of
political influence depends on such a type of ex-
pression of trust and not on wealth. The rich also
have no opportunity to bribe the peopls who run
the affairs of state in order to further their
own interests. The elections must certainly put
such reliable persons into power that attempts to
bribe them would be in wein, (099/15)

The truth is that in America a worker lives like
a factory owner. He has a car and a happy family
home. The majority decides the affairs of the
country and not the rich people. The will of the
paople decides the questions. The rich camnot
oppress anybody. (059/12)

I heard that the great capitalists were ruling the
entire country in the US. All the power is in their

hands. In my opinion, everybody has equal rights in

# Respondents were asked what they thought of the often repeated statement
that rich people rule America, wealth alone determines a man's social
position, and wealthy persons are a very privileged class,

##ln addition to a small mumber of "don't knows" thers were three respon- -
dents who asserted that the ruling elite in America is formed on the
basis of knowledge and ability rather than wealth and two who stated
that political privilege does a::lat in the US for those who are in
politieal power.
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the US. The people are free. A capltalist might
have more opportunities to make money in the US
than a poor man, But even a capltalist has no
more civil rights than a worker. (086/15)

You can hear this from the Communists. This is
not true. Ruling means that a person can force
his will upon others. The American factory owner
cannot force his will on anybody. Only those work
in his factory who are willing to do so and only
for as long as they want, If a workman is able
he may also become a factory owner. (089/1L)

The few who state or imply that wealth can be equated with the
exercise of power invariably discount the idea that the wealthy use their
power for sinister purposes or are bent on the oppression of the poor.

The rich are commonly pictured as working for the benefit not only of
themselves but also of the worker, whom they permit a liberal share of the
economlc bounty produced by the nation. Since the capable and industrious
worker has, in addition, free opportunity to rise in this system into the
wealthy but benevolent ruling class, the situation is considered non-
objectionable. In fact, more than one respondent proclaimed that he would
be only too glad to surrender political power to any elite so long as it
permitted the common working man to make a decent living.

The respondent who made probably the strongest statement about
ths cleavage between rich and poor in the US nevertheless made it clear
that however assiduously the wealthy msy pursue thelr own interests in
America, they cannot employ coercion to achieve their ends and do not bar
the poor but eapable individual from entry into thelr magic circle. The
statements in the following quotation to the effect that in America "the
rich despise the poor" and "the poor are hindered by the rich in maldng a

living" represent an extreme position rarely taken by these respondents.

IPOR, Inc,
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Yote, howéver, that the overall tone of the comment is non-condemnatory.
Ewen the poorest are, after all, amply provided for economically, and it
only takes ability and a little initiative to move ul:nruﬂ in the soecial
scale. FPower is acecessible to all who have the drive and capacity to
seek it. |

A privileged class is represented by the Commu=
nigta in Hungary today. The people are not equal
in the USA elther. There are also the rich there
who have a better 1life than the poor. The poor,
however, are pald well enocugh for their work so
that they can provide adequately for their needs.
Well, there are two classes in the US -- poor and
rich, but there is mo misery there as in Hungary.
Certainly the poor are envicus of the rich and
sorry to have mlssed becoming rich also, but it
was always the same in every country. The rich
desplse the poor in the US also. The poor have
hardships everywhere in the world . However, the
poor may become rich in America. There are two
waya of achieving this: inheritance and invention
while working. For instance, if and when I should
go over there I could not buy a house and havs
domestics inmy lifetime, but if I should work
honestly and my children followed my example they
might become rich. A generation is not sufficient
to become rich unless one invents something, but
thls possibility has been given only to each hun-
dredth man by the Lord. Anyhow, the rich get
along easier anywhere than the poor. Also the
poor are hindered by the rich in making a living
because everyone tries to make his own fortune.
Cbviously, the rich despise the poor in the States
as anywhere. The rich are not in power in Hungary
now, only the Commnists. The Hungarian Commun-
ists try to prevent the non-Communists from shar-
ing the power. In America the rich try to make
the greatest fortunes possible and to guard them.
There is the great difference that the American
rich do not use vlolence in order to exclude the
workers from the enjoyment of the fortune. The
Hungarian Commnists use vioclence in order to ex-
clude the non-Communists from the exercise of power.
In America it is true that the rich do everything
they can in order to make a greater fortune. It
does not mean that others may not become rich when
capable, Workding honestly, they can do it unlass
they drink everything they earn. (003/9)

TFR, Inc.

photocopy may not be further ceproduced
istributed ul.zlnut the specifle suthorel-
ion of the Hoover Institutlom Acchives,

MOTICE: THIS MATERIAL HMAY
BE BY COPYRIGIUT
LAW (TITLE 17, U.8. CODE)




- 250 =

Orme respomient freely admitted that America is ruled by a moneyed elite.
However, he characterized this as the natural order of things. In America,
according to this individual, everyone has free opportunity to take what=
ever pole he is fitted for in the social and political life of the country.
Those with money and the capacity for leadership naturally carry out these
functions while the less well-endowed are satisfied to follow their lead.

There is an upper 10,000 in the US, This is a

natural order of life. lio country could flourish

if everybody wanted to become a street cleaner or

a hotel doorman, and Lf nobody yearned for politic-

al leadership, Every occupation is necessary. The

large masses among the people who have no politieal

ambitions elect the ministers and the representa-

tives who accept political leadership and who seem

Mt for it. It is necessary to hawe rich businessmen

so that they can give bread to the thousands and

tens of thousands of workers. However, this does

not disturb the success of those who want less,

. Political freedom and economic competition benefit

equally the leaders and those led, the employers

and the employees. (0.9/22)

To summarize,a substantial majority of the respondents maintain
that political privilege does not exist in the US and that political power
cannot be obtained for money. They contend that no one is able to exert
a disproportionate influence on governmental policy sime the government
is popularly elected and reflects the will of the people. Only a small
minority equate wealth and social position with po].iltinal power and assign
political and economic dominance to a small financial elite, The charac-
terisation of this capitalist elite is, however, almost never invidicus.
On the contrary, when its existemce is not reported in matter of fact,
non-objecting tones, it is prailsed for having provided unparalleled

prosperity for the Amerdean worker.
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ts of the Individual
Although, as has been noted, the attractions of life in America

are strongly economic in nature, the respondents also had a greak deal to
say about civil f!iharﬁ.au outside the context of free enterprise ard econ-
omic opportunity. When speaking of the rights enjoyed by American citizens
outside the realm of economica, attention is focused upon freedom of polit-
11;.11 bellef (mentioned by L9 per cent) and upon the rights of free speech
(35 per cent) . Also mentioned fairly frequently were the freedom to be
non-political, i.e. to join no party (30 per cent), the liberty to move
from one place to another at will (20 per cent), freedom of worship and

of the press (21 and 12 per cent respectively), amd what some t;aapandent-a
called "absolute personal freedom,"™ apparently meaning the freedom inde-

i pendently to make decisions regarding personal affairs (19 per cent).
Nineteen per cent also noted the absence of a secret police and of the
limitations on freedom which that institutlon entails.

Few respondents mentioned just one freedom in isoclation from all
the others. In most of the comments there was a sense that the various
eivil liberties go together and, in many, a feeling that they are all a
reflection of the American's basgic right to organisze his own life rather

than have it organized for him by the state.

The fact that everybedy lives freely means that
averybody can arrange his life the way he wants
it, without the intervention of the (political)

parties. The only thing one has to be careful

about is not to violate the laws. I mean that

everybody can do whatever he wants to do. Every-
body has a right to go

sity, without re to rank or social differences.
Even the simplest man can become President if
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photocopy may not be further rlprnclmd
istributed without the specific suthoci-
lon of the Hoovec Institution Archives.

HOTICE: THIS MATERIAL MAY
DE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGUT
LAW (TITLE 17, U.S. CODE)




- 252 -

the people think he is the right man for the Jjob.
The political parties do not terrorize the popu-
lation. However, I am not quite clear about party
matters in the US. For instance, I don't know
whether the President belongs to a certain party.
(027/15)

Throughout their discussion of individual rights in the US these
respondents, elther implicitly or explicitly, use as thelr frame of refer-
ence the contrast between conditions in Hungary under the Communists and
those in America. PFor example, freedom of expression in America, includ-
ing freedom to belong to any party or none at all, to state one's political
opinions without fear of arrest, to0 read and to worship as ome chooses
were contrasted sharply by the respondents with the situation under a
Cormunl st regime:

Ihe following example might illustrate the dif-
s ference between Western and Eastern democracy.
If a mude person stands up in a public place in
Moscow and starts talidrg against the govermment
and its policy, then the police arrest him for
what he says. In New York, a policeman would warn
him to put on his clothes. Accordingly, public
order is important there (in New York) while in
Moscow criticism of the govermment is a mortal
danger. Contrary to the single party system of
the People's democracles, any number of parties
can be formed in the US, and, in fact, there are
several perties there. . . . America is vividly
characterized by the freedom of religion there.
Every American can go to church without fear; he
can have his child baptised and religion taught
him. In the US party membership is completely
Wﬁu far as making a living is concerned.

This contrast is also apparent in the statements of several respondents

who particularly emphasised the point that there were no economic penalties

attached to non-membership in the "government party™ and in the statements
= of those who placed particular value on the American's freedom of movement:
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There is some kind ol' a Social Party in the US.
I don't know whether there are more parties in
the U8, and whether they have Commnists. Maybe
they do. Nobody is barred from a job which en-
ables him to make a 1livi Just because he is
not a party member. {D:iﬁ!{]

People move freely in America. There is no need
for them to escape to another country if they
want to move freely. . . . The farmer may sell
his farm if he wants to, he may also move to
another state. (050/9)

Similarly, a number of freedoms which are perhaps less fundament-
al but nevertheleas Iimportant in the enjoyment of life fipure in the hapw
picture of America as contrasted with proletarian and suspicion-ridden
Rurgary. For example, to women the freedom to be well-dressed is enviable,
as the following remarks of a woman respondent indicate:

To me, the most attractive aspect of the US

- is that people there can strikey they can write
what they want in newspapers; the churches are
freej there isn't any caste system of society.
There is time for recrsation, tooj the women
may dress elegantly without anyone accusing them
of belirmg bourgeols. I think those back home know
this as well as I. They wish that it could be the
same there, too., I don't know if the Commnists
know it, for they are mostly uneducated men. But
it is certain that if they became acqualnted with
the American form of life, then they, too, would
change. But there is mo prospect of such a thing
happening, because these men in any case will
perish in the war that is coming, or aftar. They
mst ansver for their sins. (019/13)

Anli a man longed for the freedom to sit around ummolested in a cafe and take
it easy, as well as for the mmhmtgﬁh and talk to them without
worrylng about the possibility of their turning him in to the amthorities

for anti-5tate sentimentss
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The American is free in his leisure time; that
means he does not have to worry about being asked
for his identification or for the source of his
money when he 1s sitting in the cafe. No agents
will ask him what he has talked about to his
friends on the road, amd he won't be arrested
because of such talk. It cannot happen to an
American in the States that he meets a girl on
a soclal occasion who talks to him about emd-
gration and she then turns out to be an agent
provocateur of the police. (002/5)

The latter attitude is a particular expression of a much more
general point which expresses a fundamental difference between a totali-
tarian state and a democratic one. This point is that as a result of
their freedom Americans are able to have decent perscnal relations: one
man is not set against the other by hopes of gain through political be-
trayal, and the people are not divided by the existence of an all-powerful
political party which gives privilege to its members and affects every
aspect of the 1life of the population. A young farm boy contrasted Hungary
and America in this respect in telling about the effect of Communism on
his native village:

Everybody has an abundance of everything (in America);
therefore nobody touches the praperty of others. There
are no thieves there. There are no murderers there. I
naver heard of anything like that. We have already had
two cases in our nelghboring village. An elderly woman
had money, and at night somebody came and threw her into
a well. He was without work, and had no money. . . »

This murderer was & Communist. He spent all his money
for drinking. He was not likely to work; therefore he
killed.This is due to the presence of the Commnists

at home., They do not work; they turn their money into
drinking . (Question: Those who are not Commnists do

not kill?) Certainly not; they keep together. (Question:
Before the Commnists came there was no killing?) Never
happened; it never occurred that somebody was killed. . .
The main point in the above is that the Americans liwve

e free life o . . o (In a free life) there would be no
Party, and in consequence the people would not be against
each other. This is the other main thing. (009/9)
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Another respondent put it this way:
T e people (in America) are well disposed. They
are not sadists. One doesn't work against the
other to get him into prison. They help whomever
they can. (078/13)

Particularly noteworthy is the fact that respondents frequently
made a connection between the existence of the American freedoms and the
value placed on the individual person in American society. As one respon-
dent put 1t, the freedom accorded to the individual was proof of the high
value placed on him. The Communisw give the lle to their professions
of esteem for the individual by according him none of these freedoms.

The laborers do not have to be afraid if they

are 111 and not able to work., They will not be
srrested and charged with sabotage. The Communists
say, "Men are the most valuable things.' But in
reality people are considered valuable only ir
they are working, even if they are half dead.
Otherwise men do not have any value., The Ameri-
eans esteem a man even if he is not able to work
or some illness temporarily prevents him from
working. (072/9)
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Discrimination Against Minority Groups

Although the persecution of Negroes and other minority groups
is a major theme of Communist anti-American pra'plganﬁl, only 17 per cent
of the Hungarian respondents brought up the subject in thelr descrirtlons
of the United States. Six per cent denled that any racial discrimination
axists in America. Eleven per cent admitted that it does exist, but only
one of these expressed real disapproval; most said that [rogress was oeing
made in eliminating discriminatory practices, or else they sought to mini=
mize and justify discrimination.# With the exception of one respondent who
mentioned discrimination against the foreign=born, the interviewees spoke
only of discrimination against non-Whites, prineipally Negroes.
Reaspondents who denled the existemce of discrimination felt that
oppression of minority groups was incompatible with American democracy.
It is said in Hungary that people belonging to
colored races are oppressed in America and that
they are not permitted to enter many places wheres
. there are whites. In my opinion, American demo-
' gracy excludes the oppression of people belong-
. ing to colored races. (087/15)
Most of the people who took this line were more specific about how American
democracy works., They felt Hmt.lﬁm rewarding of individuals solely ac-
cordirng to their native talent and industry -- which for them was typlcal
of American soclety =-- applied to Negroes as well. They sometimes clied
as evidence the fact that individual American Negroes have achievad the

heights of fame. Some of these respondenis wei'e also impressed by the

personal bearing of American Negro soldiers they had seen.

# hnother L0 per cent of the total sample sald that there was complete
political equality in the US, It is difficult to tell what proportion
o of these respondents may have had minority groups specifically in mind
in making this statament.
EGE, Tnc,
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I ¢ America everyone gets shead acecording to his
:tilities and according to how much he works. I
fould gladly be a Megro woman in Harlem, although
ack home the Communists really say all they can
:bout the horrible 1life of Negroes in America.
Vivertheless, I am convinced that even as a Negro
wviman, I could achieve a satislfactory 1ife through
mr work., (019/15)

Th:. Negro problem in the US has already lost a

lo. of its tenseness. Undoubtedly, there are
still remnants in American punlic opinion of the
fact that the Negroes in America for a long time
coul! only be slaves. The Negroes are an inferior
rac: because of their general lower abllities as
comared to the whites. Yowever, manmy rose from
amoy; them individually and succeeded according

to heir value, such as, for instance, a sports
champlon or a singer. I do not know much about
pol.tica, but I believe that in this field, too,
the Wegroea succeeded according to thelr value and
merit. (063/17)

In 945, I myself saw how contented the American
Negio soldiers werea and that there was no discrim-
insiion against them. That is why I do not believe

the news sbout lynchings. (098/16-17)
One woman, who had & secondary school and wocational education and a good
deal of common sem:, made the sophisticated point that lynchings in America
receive wide publi:ity partly because American freedom of the press pre-
cludes the suppression of such stories; whereas news of parallel crimes
committed in the Suviet Union can be ani is suppressed. This reasoning
enabled her largel:- to discount the Communist propaganda on this subject.

There are bad people and criminals everywhere.

They must be held responsible for the lynching

of Yegroes, and those who commit such crimes are

punished. The fact that such lymchincs have a

greater echo (in the world) is because of the

greit freedom of the press in Ameriecd. A person

can learn much less about the crimes that are

being committed against people in the Communist
countries, (054/19)
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0f the sleven respondents who admitted the existence in the
US of segregation or discriminatory practices, ten were not very critieal.
Ths;rl appeared to feel that there was some justification for thaaﬁ practices
and, further, that progress in elimipating them was beling made.

I think that the position of the Negroes in
America has improved considerably. I think,
however, that even now the Negross don't have

the same chances as the white people 1n eco=
nomics and in business. The same is true -- to

a lesser extent -~ about members of the yellow
races. We must consider, however, that -- as 1
heard other people say -— the Negroes are very
promiscuous in thedr sexual life and are dirty
and lasy; they live the life of African primitives
in European clothes. If this is really so, I don't
blame the white peopls for their attitude toward
FNegroes. I do blame them, however, if they dis-
criminate against Negroes of high moral and cul-
tural standing. (OLS5/10)

The Negro's body has a certain odor, it 1s said,
that they cannot eliminate by washing themselves.

I think this is enough explanation for why the
whites want to segregate themselves from the
Negroes in America, as, for instance, on street
cars. But I also heard that the Negroes are gen-
erally decent and honest people, and that they

are treated accordingly. Otherwise I am not famil-
iar with the Negro problem. (056/12)

Ore respondent plcturcd the American population as made up of
heterogeneous national and racial elements poorly assimilated to each other.
He was mildly eritical of this situation and suggested that greater mirxing,
leading to greater assimilation, was needed. This respondent's remarks,
however, were in no sense a reflection of Communist propaganda. He is a
man with a university education and his analysis of American race relations
is his own, He did not place the blame for the difficulties he described
on any group of "persecutors," but rather on the problems arising from a

varied population:

IFOR, Inc.
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In America you can find specimens of every exist-
ing race. This is disadvantageous because they
can never be as well united as if only one kind
of people lived there . ., . this is the reason
why there are so many parties and religions, which
mist make it difficult to govern. Every group of
Feople has different traditions, different temper-
-aments and different desires. The national groups
in America don't mix easily with each other; they
live in different parts of the country and in dif-
ferent districts in the cities. For instance, the
Negroes remaln within their owm group. They don't
contract marriages with white people. It's true
that this wouldn't even be of any use if it meant
only one or two isolated cases of marriage. But if
the whites and Negroes mixed in great masses, with
the whites in greater mnumbers than the Negroes, it
would be useful. The Negro race being on a lower
cultural level would absorb thus the higher culture,
originated in Burope, of the whites. Obviously, the
same situation prevails in rlaces of work. People
of different races don't work together. Natur
there must be mimerous exceptions. (089/11)

The one really critical respondent was a yourg theological student
who hoped to become a pastor in the US; he spoke about the situation of the

American Indians:

I cannot understand why the US, as the leading
power in the demoeratic camp, does not give com-
plete antonomy to Indians living in its terri-
tories, and why it does not assure them proper
representation in both branches of Congress. Com-
munist propaganda in Hungary not long ago took
advantage of the lack of equality experienced

by Indians in the United States. There were posters
everywhere depicting the oppressad peoples of the
world in their national garb; among them figured
the Indians, too, hopefully turning towards Moscow.

(021/32)
This was the only respondent in the Aungarian ﬂanpl- who seemsd
to have been troubled by Commnist propaganda on this subject. The failure

of most respondents even to mention the problem, and the fact that, of

those who did mention it, one=third denied the existence of discriminatien

TR Yo

photocopy not be further reproduced m ; _
ist :"M the specific suthoci= EWT ION
ion of the Hoover Institution Archives. S Cllnt, susrs i TTORES

%




- 260 =

and the other two-thirds found some way to justify or rationalise dise
eriminatory practices, shows that the Communist slogans have been almost
totally ineffective among this group of people.

The Commnist Party in America
Althouch they were not directly probed regarding the existence

of a Commnist Party in America, somewhat more than two in five respondents
spontanecusly introduced American Commnism into their discussion of US
political 1ife, The largest group among these, (1l per cent of the total
sample) merely Innt.m:l the axistence of a Commnist Party in the US without
expressing their feslings on the subject. Of the remainder, one group

(12 per cent of the total sample) felt that the freedom of action accorded
to American Commnists was a sign of true demooracy; another group (8 per
cent) expressed surprise and resentment at the toleration of Communists
in America; and a third group (L per cent) asserted that while the Com-
munists had been tolerated in the past they were now being subjected to
considerabls restrictions -- which was approved of by these respondents.
The last group (6 per cent) sald that there was no Communist Party in the
US -- or, as one of them put it, "I don't want to believe that there is

& Communist Party in America."™ (0L7/8)

One young man whose family in Hungary had suffered loss of its
mars of livelihood on account of its known anti-Communist sentiment ex-
pressed the wiew that the free participation of Communists in American
political 1ife was good becsuse it would allow the American people to
find out for themselves how bad the Commnists are. He also felt that

the freedom accorded the Commnists was proof of American democracy.
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However he did not seem willing to depend entirely on the democratic
process to lead to repudistion of the Communists; he added that they
should not be allowed to advance "very much"s

should not be permitted to advance very much. As
long as they are umable to terrorise others, it

:
g
!

» the freedom to strike
also proves the existence of a free life, without
y terror, (083/20)

On the other hand, there were respondents who, while they alse
saw he toleration of the Commumist Party as an expression of American
political freedom, felt that this was carrying freedom too far. Ome of
these toought that the Commmists were gaining in power in America and
should be deported:

The gentlemanly attitude in the US toward the

activities of the Commmist Party, as well as
the freedom granted its members regarding

genersl everybody
there (in the US). lobedy subjects himself te
arrest and police search of his home by turning
against the will of the govermmemnt . . « o
Hungarians are worrisd sbout the great expansiom
of Commmiets in America, and they say that the
Communists should be deported to Commumist
comntries. (056/10)

Another respondent thought the Commumists were less strong but advocated
even harsher steps against thems
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I do not know how many parties there are (in
America) but there must be several because
they also have Cormunists, even though they
are not strong. They ought to be beaten up,
but goodi If the HRnssians had shown what they
really were in America, as they did in Hungary,
then nnbudy could preach Cmniu in America
any more. (02L/13)

A few respondents had heard that new measures have recently been
taken against American L'bmhninta. Snmej described these as severe and some
as mild; however, none were accurately informed about the prosecution of
Commnist leaders under the Smith Act or the expulsion of suspected Com-
munists from their jobs under the government loyalty program:

There were Communists in the US; however, they

are in jail now. The government asked for a list
of Communists before the elections and deprived

the Coomnists.of their voting rights. They also
arrested them at the sam time. The Commnist Party
was forced to submit a list of their members. The
Party wvas forced to carry out this order because
otherwise severe punishment would be meted out to
the leaders. (0L1/10)

Anybody may say whatever he wants in the US. The
only change in this respeot is that since the
Americans are conscious of the Soviet danger, they
put down the names of Americans friendly to the
Soviets . However, they don't do them any harm. The
latter may count on more resolute measures i1f there
is a war and they don't change their present opinions.
(0L5/8)

Thus, although a substantial mumber of these refugees believe
that there is a Commnist Party in America, there seems to be little strong
feeling about this issue. The largest mumber of respondents say nothing
sbout the subject or make a non-cormittal ohserwation of its existence.
The largest proportion of the remainder feel that the tolerance of Com-
munisi existence in the US is a proof of American demoeracy, and only a
relatively small mumber castigate the US for its leniency and lack of
prudence in permitting a dangerous enemy Lo operate unhampered within

its confines.

—
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L+ at the U5
Each reapondent was rated during the course of the coding
operation on the general knnwlodga of American political institutions
displayed in his commentary on life in America. Those respondents who
commanded acmﬁ-at-a and falrly comprehensiwe information were rated as
well-informed. They constituted only 10 per cent of the sample. Fifty-
eight per cent of the respondents fell into the category of vaguely
informed — that is, they had a few bagic facts at their disposal tut
were obviously pru,;]uctiﬁg from their own experience or relying on sheer
speculation to fill out the picture. The remaining third of the sample
(32 per cent) were classified as uninformed; either their descriptions
consisted almost wholly of misconceptions, or they were able to say
nothing at all sbout US political organization.
Among the respondents who were informed at all, the aspect of

American political institutions which is test understood 1s that of
popular election of government officials. Even a rather naive respondent
with only L years of elementary education was able to point out that in
contrast to Hungary, where popular elections are also presumably held,
the American people can turn out an official with whom they becoms dis-
satisfied and elect ancther ia hie place.

They have a president, thie is Truman, and he

leads all of America. He waa elected by the

whole population. It is quite different at

home. Suddenly one sees in the newspaper that

someone or other has been elected, tut one came

not find out by whom + «» « « The Americans

want Trumsn so as to be able to have a gquiet

1ife. Truman does not oprresa them bacause the

Americans are more cultured than that, They

would then immediately elect another President,.

(005/9)

TPOR, Inc.
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Much less wall understood than the principle of popular elec-
tions are the nature and _iuneti:ma of American political rarties. The
idea of the one-party system is so taken for pranted by some of these
respondents, who have never experienced anything but dictatorial or semis
dictatorial government, that they unthinkingly assume that it exists in
the US, too. However, this poses the problsm of recenciling the one=party
concept with their belief that there is freedom and democracy in America,
Some simply imagine that in America "the Party" must be benevolent.

The capitalist Party is in power in America.
That means that the big capitalists and rich
factory owners establish the policy of the
country., But they also care for the poor
people, the workers. Thay (the rich) %“eliesve
that every man has the right to freedom and
a livelihood.# (083/20)

Others think that in America "the Party"™ must hawe less power than it

does in Hungary.

The Party Secretary (in America) has the right
to make decisions only within the limits of his
own family. The others attend the meetings when
they want to attend the meetings. The secretary
may not threaten them with arrest if they do not
attend. (050/9)

Still others get around the rroblem by saying that in America there is no
Party at all. The elections are held without benefit of party.

The State is-led by Truman. He is the President.
He was elected by the people. . . there is no

party there, (010/7)

Tlnraunupurtgrthere;.th-puplnmm&
the same kind, (009/9)

# The few respondents who speak of the Pcapitalist Party” or who say
that "the factory management directs the population” (006,."6} are
uneducated individuals whose ignorance evidently makes them suscep-
tibleto Communist propaganda. However, they unanimously reject tha
idea that the American capdtaliste exploit the population.
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The welleinformed respondente know that there is more than one
party in the US. Several of them speak of the "Government party"™ and
the "parties in opposition®, Even among these people, however, the major=-
ity do not know that there is essentindly a two-party system in the U3,
They think in terms of several important political parties, the pattern mere
tyrical of the Buropean democracies.

I think that there ar:¢ several political parties
in the US; I know thin because one of the op-
position parties is t'e Communist party, which

is small. I am sure Lhere are several opposition
parties. (035/10)

In sum, these Hungarisns think of American political institu-
tions in terms of the gemuine popular election of government offiecials.
The uninformed project their concept of a one-Party system on to America,
but think that the Party here is not oppressive like the ones they have
known. The better-informed tend to picture the American party system as
modeled on that of the EBuropean democracies. Few are aware of the dis-
tinctive nature of the American two-party system.

Thus only a minority of the impreesions that have been reported
in the foregoing pages can be sald to come from respondents who are well-
informed about the government and operations of the US, Presence or lack
of accurate information on this toplc, however, does not affect their
basic images of America. These images are of a prosperous, powerful,
democratic country, the antithesis of Commmnist countries and hence a

land which cannot compromise with Communism and which can be looked to as

ey

a source of liberation. For peopls such as these Hungarian respondents

Whose thoughts on politice are almost entirely concerned in one way or
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another with hope for liberation from Communism, the details of internal

politice of another country == even a country as important as the
United States == are irrelevant, What is relevamt is only the broad

generalities which make the US the capable opponent of the Kremlin,
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CHAPTER II
REACTION TO POFULAR STERECTYPES OF AMERICANS

A1 respondents were directly questioned regarding their feel=
ings about two currenmt and invidious stereotypes of the Americam character,
In addition, a selected number of the persons interviewed were asked
about a third widely held picture of what Americans are like, The twe
sterectypes on which we have direct comment from the entire sample are
the often made assertions that: (1) Americans worship money, and (2)
although Americems have everything, they do not know how to enjoy life,
The mere sophisticated and educated among respondents were asked their
views sbout a third character falling often ascribed to Americans by
Europeans == namely, thest /mericsns lack culture.*

Acceptance of these unfavorable stereotypes of Americans is
generally low among the respondents. While many of them agree thst
imericans 1ike money, they do not at all interpret this in a way which
inplies & neglect of "higher" values. The ides that Americans o not
know how to enjoy 1ife despite their material advantages is almost com=
pletely repudiatedy ®0 also is the idea that mericans lack culture
repudisted by those who were asked this question.

It is interesting to nota that Ll per cent of the respondents
denied ever having heard that Americens are supposed to be money-worshippers,
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and 61 per cent said they never heard it said that Americans do not know
how to enjoy life. When asked to comment on these charges nonstheless,

these respondents did not differ in their opinions from those who admit

having heard them. It would appear then that these unfavorable stereotypes
sbout the American character do not have much currency in Hungary.
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Americans Worship Money
Only two of the Hungarian respondents had the invidiocus con-

ception of Americans as monsy-worshippers which is regarded as being
;i'id“pnld in Europe. One of theae was a former official of the Peasanta'
Association, a man with a university education in economics. The tone of
his comments on 1ife in the US expressed disdain for what he considered
to be the American monsy-centered system of veluss:

The Hungarians regard the Americans' spirit of

(business) speculation as being exaggerated. . . .

The American uses figures, determining values and
quantities. He expresses everything in terms of

money and quantity. . . . The US, the land of op-
portunities, could bes illustrated by the saying
'"Time is money.®’ . . . The only attractive thing

in the US for me is the freedom of sconomic oppor—
tunities. Bacause of the difference between the
philosophy of the American end the Buropean, I

do not yearn after the US in any other respect.
(092/21, 2L, 23)

The other negative comment was mads by & respondent who came from a
family of teachers:

They say . . . that the American system is not pro-
gressive becauss monsy is the most important thing
in America and not the happiness of the pecple. This
is a Communist essertion. . . . But, in my opinion,
too, business is, in B0 per cent of the cases, the
wost important thing in America. . . . The disadvan-
tage of business-like thinking is that morals

have a secondary importance. . . ., I think wherever
there ars great business transactions there must also
be great frauds. . . . It's just natursl that Ameri-

cans strive for more money. It i= not only an American

phenomenon but a general human characteristic. (089/1L)

Although this man partly sccepted the sterwotype, he softensd

his remarics with the final qualification that af'ter all, the atriving
for money was not typlcal only of Americans but of everyons. Actually,
his viewpoint shades into that of the great majority of the Hungarian
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respondents. Forty-nine per cent of them argued, like him, that love of
monay was no more characteristic of Americans than of the rest eof the
bhuman race, but they had no criticism to make of the "natural® human urge
to strive after the good things in life:

I have not heard it (that Americans worship money).
Maybe the Commnists made it up because it is so
stupid; it is a stupidity. Money lures everybody
in general, but why do they pick the Americans as
the people who glorify it? (059/12)

Another 10 per cent made comments which certainly did not deny
that money is important to Americans — possibly more important than to
other people — but which, on the other hand, did not condemn Americans
as mere mﬂhﬂ.pparu. Thay ranged along a contimuum from the man
who felt that money was the basisof American society but seemed to view
this favorablys |

In my opinion the Americans realize that money is
the basis of all free enterprise and accordingly
they think very highly of monsy. It enables tha
rieh

because it is the source of people's prosperity. . . -
(073/1L)

to several who, while admitting that money plays an important role in
America, explicitly denled that it was the Americans' highest value:

There is a proverb: 'Whare money is, there is
also power.! But people also like to say: 'Where
money is and knowledge is, there is the power.®
This was proved by Amsrica, for America always
won its wars because it united money with know-
ledge. The Americans know that without money a
man cannot do mnything, but this does not mean
that the Americans prefer money to knowledge or
to liberty, (005/10)

I
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Fiftean per cent went a step further and emphatically denied
that Americans are money-mad. A few cited as evidence the ald which
America has given to other nations:

What attracts me most to the US is the pulsing
life and the possibility of working . . . and
defending (keeping) the money earned with work.
« « « I have heard this (that Americans worship
money ). In my opinion this is true (only) in the
meaning I mentioned before, that the Americans
take it for granted that thay have the possibility
of achieving success and defending the results
achisved. The American willingness to help is the
living denial of tha thought that this should be
looked upon as egoism and greed. One could not
say that America hoped for immediste profits
when, after the second World War, even the coun-
tries which came under Communist influsncs got
their share in the mumerocus and very large
(American) sid actions. On the contrary, she
could not reckon at nll on being paid back. It
is clear, therefore, that the Americans do not
like money in such a way that they would exclude
- others from using it. (055/13, 1L)

A subatantial group of respondents (1L per cent) said they haed
mrmnhurdthnahmﬂpu.ndnﬂnmﬁrthrmtnniﬂ'mﬂ

* Altogether Ll per cent said they had not heard the stareotype, but
27 of thase commented on it nonetheless.
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the opinions of 10 per cent were not clearly ascertainsble.” It is fair,
then, to say that this particular stereotype, the American as a money-

worshipper, is virtually absent among the Hungarian respondents.

nthuu;hﬂ:tlop-rmtuhunﬂninnlmmtnlnﬂym
have beesn excluded from ths tabulations above, the fact that they
nmn;-ﬂdtut-bﬂhﬂuprhmmﬂmﬂcmlﬂlmnhlﬂ
lppﬂﬂthltm:piﬂmdnmtﬂﬂurfthnd‘ﬂnnutufth

respondents.
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Americans Don't Know How to Enjoy Life

Hungarian respondents are also very unwilling to say that
Americens don't know how to enjoy 1life, A substantial majority (62
per cent) disagreed entirely with this stereotype when it was presented
to them, Minetsen per cent said they had never heard it and made no
further comments™ the opinions of 8 per cent were not clearly ascertain-
able., Only 11 per cent expressed partial agreement with this statement.

The most typlcal comments emong the majority group denled that
Americans don't know how to have a good time, that American life is
characterized by an endless rush after more and more material bemefite
with which the Americans are never satisfied, Rather the respondents

- *u_;

felt that Americsms are very active because their work does not exhaust
them and because it leaves them time to develop all sorts of leisure
time interests,

sports, excursions to mountains, paddling,

cycling, fishing and the speed of his car., All
thet means relaxing for him, This expresses the
true natuwre of men, The Americans live s healthy
1ife unlike those who can
sleep after their work is done. (007/26)

:
:
i
i

#* Altogether 61 per cent said they had not heard this sterectype, but
L2 of these commented on it nonethwless.
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One respondent showed how he felt about this stereotype by
repeating a joke sbout it that he had heard from an acqueintances

According to the joke, everything ls anncying
in the US, the car, the good dinner, the cafe,

work, This monotonous 1ife is dull for people,
the contrary, life in Hungary is a plessure,
the morning the queuing up is pleasurable;
is £lso = pleasure if people are able to buy
ufhrnd.mdlmgrmn;fuung-,

Among the 11 per cent who agreed in part with the stereotype

the most frequently exprassed idea was that although Americsns have a
great deal to enjoy they seem always to be seeking new sensations. Cne
young Hungarisn respondent cited the baldness of American "big shots™
as evidence for the belief that Americans have no peace:

I heard and I also believe that the /mericam

is alwgys trying to think up newer and newer

things. It is slso sald, and there must be

something in 1t, that the reason for so many

bald men among the big shots in /merica is

that they think so much, (083/22)
The comment of another respondent who acceptsd the stereotype im part
indicates that the idea that /mericam life is dully uniform and lacking
in individuality is perhsps current amonmg Hungariens who are in contact
with the intellectual fashions of Western Eurcpe. Such people sre not

strongly represented in the sample:
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existence not a person living the life of the
spirit, but rather a man who regards 1ife as

the US, but they are by far not characteristic.
The more than a century and a half long history
of the US and its role in the progress of the
world affords easy proofs of this, (021/32)
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The idea that Americens are uncultured, which also has wide
currency among intallectuals in Western Eurcpe was denied by 21 of the
29 Hungarian respondents who were asked what they thought about thie
stereotype. Three said they had never heard it and only L egreed wholly
or in part. One respondent said he had hsard this from an American
soldier and didn't know whether it was true.

In denying the truth of this stersotype the Hungsrian respondents
interpreted the term "culture" differently from the way it is understood
by the largely intellectual strata who make this accusation against

Americeans. To thess Hungarians, culture meant three things: highly developed
technology, freely available schooling, and music. While an cccasional

respondent. stated that "In music, msybe, the Hungarians sre better® (002/7),
they could not agree that the other two were. anything but plentiful in
the US. '

Civilization is at its peak in America. For
example, while I was abroad I saw an American
film, showing a huge work camp, and oll-well
drilling towers. According to the film story,
the American worker, once he finished working,
went home, washed himself and dressed and was
asble to sppear among his frisnds as civiliged
as anybody else. From the film I saw that the
machines are well cared for and well used.

(018/18)

The wide use of the machine, including its use
in households, points to a high level of cul-
ture. They make the lives of human beings easier
and sxpress the cleverness of their inventors

(099/16)

The US has a highsr culture than most European

. states. The averags man thers has more schools
and his education is better. There are in America
relatively more universities and equivalent
schools. (005/9)
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The four respondents who agreed with the stereotype were
all intellectusls. Two of them agreed only in part. The first of these
was a doctor of law:

Paople used to say that spiritual intelligence
4s subordinated to technical advancemsnt in
America, and that the American is satisfied
with a superficial intelligence sbout anything

! outside the [S. Because of all the opportunities
he has in his cwn country, he does not regard it as
necessary to have such intelligence (sbout for-
eign matters) and that is evident ir him, too.
He who has sean Amarican life at close rangs can
easily persuads himsslf that such an opinion was
baselegs. The Americans have quite sn adolescent
interest in everything thay do not know about.
There are scores of universities, research
institutes, permanent and temporary exhibitions
and innumerable other opportunities which serve
that interest. The large mumber of newspapers,
periodicals and books which are published serve
the same purpose. The only thing that can be
true in this statement is that the tempo of
American 1life and the great number of varied
opportunities inevitably lead some people %o
become onesided to s smaller or greater extent.
If they became familisr with something, they
gained that knowlsdge at the expense of not
being informed sbout other things. (093/27)

The second was the author of a book on philosophy. His statement on the
subject was brief:

Americans may be more primitive than Europeans,
but they are more progressive. (00L/6)

Of the two respondents who really went along with the stereotype,
one was mot highly educated herself but was the wife of a very cultivated
attorney:

..oths standard of eulturs (in America) is
mueh lover (than in Fungury). The same goes
for the schools, too . . . that is what I

hsard in Hungary, not only from Communists but
glso from others, long before this era. (020/10,11)
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The othaer was ths former official of the Peasants' Asscciation who also
thought that Americans are money-mad:

« « o Buropsan mentality is closer to general

human idsals than is American mentality . . .

The natural human instincts are suppressed

there by the uniform-face masses. As a result,

the American deprives himself of the deeply-

rooted beauties of 1life, like, for instance,

the opportunity to develop an artistic tasts,

which is refined in Europe. (092/12)

It is evident that to thess intellectual respondents "culture®
means the refinements of mind and taste which come with a great deal of
education. They feel that in this sense, American society does not produce
as many oultured men as does Buropean society. However, to the Hungarian
respondents who are themselves of average education, culture means
material progrese and fairly available, plentiful schooling. In their

= sense of the term, Americans are ocultured.
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— CHAPTER ITT
AMERICA IN WORLD POLITICS

In addition to the three stereotypes of the American national

character (Americans are money mad, don't know how to enjoy life, are
uncultured), two other critical images of Americans were presented to the
respondents, The section that follows describes respondents' reactions
to the two statements, "We can't depend upon the Americans,” and "The
Americans are seeldng world domination; they have ambitions to rule the
world."

Almost without excertion these respondents are counting upen
American help for the liberation of their country, and they discuss
American reliabllity almost exclusively in this context. The consensus
is that the US can bte depended upon to come through with the necessary
help, but for a varlety of reasons.

Parallel to this conviction, American economic and political
ambitions are minimized by most reaspondents, who assert that the US has

no such aspirations.
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