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SUMMARY OF MAIN FINDINGS

1. As in the past, Hungarian regime media referred to RFE
mora freguently tham to EBC or VOA. The total number of refer-
ences to Western broadcasts, however, continued to decrease dur-
ing the ten-month period under review. In the ocases of BBC, VOa,
and other Weastern stations this decrease was sharper than in the
cese of RFE. Therefora the trend, observable since the revolu-
tion, towards more frequent attacks on Western broadcasters other
than RFE was slightly reversed.

2. The differing approaches of attack employed against Wes-
tern broadcasters did not change considerably during the period
under review. Nevertheless, thers was a shift in emphasis. At-
tacks against, and polemics with, speocified broadecesis continued
$0 inorease proportionally as well as absolutely, amounting to 44%
of all references made. Regime media are endeavoring to discredit
the reliability of Western broadcasts by becoming more concrete in
their attacks.

3. Hungarian regime media continued to attack Western broad-
casters for trying to incite revolts and for interfering in the in-
tarnal affeira of sovereign states, especially Hungary. The claim
that the revolution of October 1956 had been instigated by Western

brosdcasterse was still in evidencs.

4. The Hungarian elections on November 16, 1958 were the sub-
ject matter of a large number of references to Western broadcasis.
The collectivization campaign was marked by numerous sharp attacks
against RAFE. ZRconomic matters received increasing attention in the

form of referencesz to individual Western broadcaata.

5. Neutral references to Western broadcasters decresased

sharply. Only BBC remained a regular news source for the Hungarian

radio. Other Western broadcasters wers-:gquoted only when they car-
ried an importent and exclusive itsem.
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TARIE I
Fraquency of Hungerian Media Referances
to Western Broadcasts Jt
July 1958 — April 1959
1957 1957 1958 July 1958 -
Jan=Junas July-Dee Jan-June April 1959
Total Unita 361 375 231 244 '
Beferancez to i
EFRE 219 220 112 171
BEC 50 51 55 44
VOA 46 37 18 22
OSWE 12 52 40 19
UWB 1T 5 45 0
Monthly average
of references 61 63 38 24
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II. REMODELING OF REGIME FROPAGANDA
AND FREQUENCY OF REFERENCES TC WESTERN BROADCASTS

In the period under consideration the monthly averagd of
references to Western broadcasts by Hungarian media decreased by
36% as compared with the firat six months of 1958.

Notwithstanding this drop in the number of referances to
Western broadcasts, this average is =2till much higher than it
aver waa before tha revelution. Before the revolution of 1956,
Hungarian regime media attacked RFE and raslated operations in ex-
ceptional cases only. The attacks were almost exclusively con-
fined to the revelations of a few RFE staff members who had rade-
fected and the leaflet setion of FEC. "Counter-propaganda"ralied
on jamming and on oral propaganda about which we have very scanty
information. After the revolution this attitude toward Western
broadcasts changed, and the firet indication of this new approach
was the notable upsurges in the number of refersnces.

The causes of this change may be found firet in the fact of
the revolution and secondly in the remodeling of the antire regime
propagands program.

To find a scapegoat for the revolution was a political and
propagandistic neceasity for the “consolidation period" of 1957/
1958. To designate Radio Free Burope as a scapegoat was an obvious
choice. In the firast six months of 1957 about one third of the 361
refarences dealt directly or indirectly with the revolution. This
"unmasking" of the past "counter-revolutionary" activities of RFE
and other Western broadeasts had to be supplemented by the "unmask-
ing" of their current operations. This may partly explain the big
upsurge of references dealing with subjects other than the revolu-
tion. After the complstion of the consclidation period with the
November 1958 elections, the revolution slowly disappearsd from re-
Zlma propaganda. It ia therefore natural that the number of refar—
enceg falling into this contextual category decressed to a congider—
able axtent. It is furthermore probabls that a decreasa in this
field brought about a certain receding tendency to attack Western
brogdcasts in other related categories as w-ll.

‘But th:l.a in unl:; one side nfr thﬁ coin. ’Eha sacond cause of
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casts lies in the remodeled approach of regime propaganda, This
deserves separate and detailed study. Here we can point only to
one of the most import:nt features of this change. While the
propaganda approasch of Pre-revolutionary times was mainly absolute
and affirmative, that of the present is relational and argumenta-—
tive. In the past, aims were axtolled to the utmost and conten-
tiones were asserted dogmatically, irrespective of the facts and

of public opinion. For instance, from 1950 to 1953 it was affirm-
ed as dogma that Hungorian living standards were rising and that

the West was on the Yrink of economic collapse, in spite of the
fact that at that time everybody was keenly awara of his own fal- [
ling living standard and a big seotion of the population had know— |
ledge of the rapidly rising standards in the Weat. On the other
hénd, presant regime propaganda draws comparisons with the past t
and argues with the enemy, i.e. Western broadcasts, the Western
press, scare rumors at home, etc, It admita present shortcomings
but says that in the past they were worse. It admits, for instance,
that there is a greater number of cars in the West but points out
"that they were bought on instalment credits which cannot be paid !
by a large number of buyers; consequently the end result is that

not only the car but even the paid up instalments are lost.” How
far these "arguments® s-e convinoing and logical seems in most cases
to bs a secondary question. The main point is the argumentative
approach. In the framework of ths "big debate", Western broadcasts

have their place too. Here lies the second cause of the significant

upsurge of references to Western broadcasts after the revolution,
After the November 1958 elections in Hungary, the "consolidation
period", in which the main task was to "fend off enemy influence",
was closed and a new period of the "building of Socialism" began
With such aims as collectivisation of agriculture and the tightening
of the plan targets. It is possible that during this new pariod the

e S

discussions with the enemy will recede to & certain extent. It may
be that the latest decrease in attacks is already a sign of this

e ——— L

tendenoy.

References to BBC and Other 3pecific Weastern Broadcasters de-
creased in number between July 1958 and April 1959, This was duse
%o a large extent to the gradual discontinuation of one of the sali-
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ent features of Radioc Kossuth newscasts during 1957 and sarly
1958: the use of BBC and a number of Continental radio stations

as credited news sources.

TABLE IT

Single and Multiple References to Western
Broadeaats in Hungarian Reg.me Response

RFE alone 142
RFE with other stations 29
BEC slone 11¥
BEC with other stations x7
VoA alone T
VoA with other stations 15
Other 8pecified Western broadcasts alone 12%
Othar Specified Western broadcasts together 10
Unapecified Western broadcasts alone 21
Unepecified Western broadcasts together &

The most salient feature of the above table ie the predomin-

! ance of nawspaper and radioc attacks on BFE, both alone and in con-
Junction with other Western broadcasts. That RFE is the Weatarn
] radio station most often attacked is further demonstrated by the

fact that in almost every second case in which regime media refer-
red to unspecified broadoasters together, the station named was

RFE.

% An inspection of references to BBC, VOA and other specified
Weatern broadcasta shows that multiple referencea ocutnumbered sin-
Zle references in the case of BBC and VOA, and furthermore that

3 gingle references to other specific Western broadcasters were ab-
solutely as well as proportionately more numeroum +then single ref-
erences to BBC or VOA. The reason for this is that erronsous
statements and awkward formulations emanating from one or another
small Western radio station (e.g. Paris, Rome, ste.) were pounced

upon by Hungarian propagenda for sardonic comment and refutation
more often than the “"Big Three". (8a= also section dealing with
direct program reactions).
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IIT. THE CONTEXT OF REFERENCES TO WESTERN BROADCASTS

TABLE III

1558 1359
J‘ly-ﬂau J an—Apr

Items entirely or primarily

devoted to Western broadcasters 29% 25%
Hungarian diplomatic notes, official

statements . 9% 11%
International -:fairs 10% 10%
Economics (ir- luding agrioculturs) 9% 16%
The fate of the Hungarian refugees

in the West, exiles 9% 1%
The 1956 "counter-revolution" T% 1%
The 1958 elections 6% -
Report from the West % 10%
Report from within the country 5% 11%
Ideological questions 1% g

Neutral referances to Western broad-

casts as newa szources 1ﬂ§ &i
1p0% 100%

Table III presents the context of refersnces to Western
broadecasta of the last ten months divided into two periods to show
some of the changes in the trends which were observable during
this time.

By far the largest contextual category in both periods frnugh—

ly one third of the total if neutral references are disregarded)
was the one entirely or primarily devoied to counterpropaganda

agelnst the influence of Western stations, first and foremost RFE.
Such press and radio items ranged from short editorial glosses to
fuli-length articles or talks pegged gemerally %o some topical
ogccurrence or to guotes — and misquotes - from Western broadecasts.
Their specific arguments (to be discussed at some length in the

next section of this paper) were aimed against Western radio sta-
tions on two specific levels: (1) that they were purposefully un-
true and inconsistent and (2) that they were part of the "imperialist
plot". In both instances the fundamental aim appeared to be the
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undermining of the listener's trust in Western communications on
the grounds that these were not only "erroneous" but were motivated
by an intent to deceive. The latter charge was particularly often
directed at RFE.

International affairs, the second largest contextual category,
included attacks on Western broadocasts in connection with the Near
Esst and Par Bast crises and the Berlin gquestion. "Indirect agares-
glion" was one of the laitmut}fa of this type of attack. This,
coupled with emphasis on the West German location, the U.8. control,
and the spying activities of RFE was also the subject of the Hungar-
ian diplomatic notes and official statements during the period under
raview.

Economic and agricultural articles and radio talks generally
insisted that progrsss had been mades, in spite of the "earping
enemy voices", It should be noted that sconomic arguments against
the trustworthiness of Western stations were frequent in media
items entirely devoted to counterpropaganda. The 9% and 16% res-
pectively comprised articles and radio talks whoae primary purpose
was to make positive propaganda points rather than to attack Wesi-
ern radio. The rise in the number of attacks in this type of context
from 9% to 16% may be indicative of the fact that regime propaganda
is increasingly fooused on positive aims connected with the building
of socialism, i.e. collectivisation, higher economic plan targets,
atc. )

The fate of Hungarians in the West, pﬁinted in increasingly
dark colors by the regfma press and radio, offered an opportunity to
contrast the easy life of the "traitors" financed by FEC with the un-
employment and misery of their "viectima™. Alfiost invarisbly redefec-
tors from the West blamed their "stupid decision to escape" on RFE
and inoresasingly on other Western broadcasters. Nevertheless, this
charge has become less freguent since January.

Artioles end radio talks devotad to the 1556 "counter-revolution®
ware rumerous at the beginning of the period under review (following
the sxecuticn of Imre Nagy and his companions) and in October and

* November 1958. Since January, however, this subject has been rele-
ted 4o the background.

M '
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Parliamentary elections in November 1958, asccompanied by =&
gignificant increase ir alttacks on HFE (aﬂa Freaguency of References
chart, page 2) gave i i..e to a strident propaganda campaign in favor
of the single-party system and the achievements of the Kadar regime.

Pagaing references to HFE were not infreguent in reports from
the countryside, from industrial enterprises, etc. Such referances
wers also made in newspaper articles describing visits in the West
or shortoomings of cupitalism" on the* basis of concorste examples. -
Attecks in thie gor sxt became even more numerous in the second part
of the period und~ review. In both cases the attacks on RFE and
other broadecasfters wele only loosely linked with the substance of
the articles. _

The nain endeaver of the Hungarian CP during the period under
review was the consolidation of its Tanks preparatory to ths inten-
give collectiviszation drive and the raising of the plan targets
which bagan toward the turn of the year. This tendency waa illus-
trated by the gradual de—emphasis of ideological debates, as shown
algo by the low figure for attacks on Western brosdcasts in the

context of ideclogical questions.
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IV. REFERENCE THEMES

Table IV presents the distribution of references among the main

thematic categories of regime counterpropaganda againet Western broad-

casters which followed the pattern established in the first helf of

1958.

Table IV
Out of

: ' & which RFE

. A, Inciting, spying, disturbing internatiomael and do-
: mestic peace. "The imperialist plot."

1. "Indirect aggression"; subversive agency and

spy organization; sponsor of emigre organi-
sations; tool of cold war and imperialism"

2. Western broadeasters! role in the revolution T

3. Western broadcasters lured Hungarians to flee
to the West 6

4. Inpiting against the reglme; spreading re-
vigsiomism and other hostile views. 4

5. West Germany and Austria A
Total 33 79

‘5, Western broadcasters aré lying, slandering, dis-
: torting facts, and intentionally misleading

Hmgarians.

1. More or less polemical artieles and radie
talks to fend off Western broadcasters' Mies"
gnd "slanders" dealing with
a, Elections
b. EBoonomle questions
@s Labor and factory problems
d., Peasant amd agricultural problems
e. Youth and intellestuals
£, Various topics on internmal and inter-

national affairs
Total 39 B5

}o w03 =3 0R F~

2, Incidental references to Western broadeastera’
"lies and slander" in wvarlous contexts. 10 50

- %6, “"Ad hominem® attacks on employees of Western

‘roadeasters and members of the Free Europe
mittee, ineluding ecartoems.

e ——
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This breakdown gives a clear ploture of the thrse main aims
of regime propaganda in eccmnsction with Western broadcasts.

Firstly it attempts to ¢ onstrate that Western broadcasters inter—
fare in various ways | Hungarian affairs, and thus disturb internal
and external psace. Secondly it seeks to prove that Western broad-
casters do not tell the truth, that their broadcasis are full of
distortions snd slanders. Thirdly it endeavors to smear the employ-
sas of Western broadcistars.

The type of attacy that contains the charge of "interfering",
"ineiting", etc. is ' ¥ primarily aimed at destroying the "oredi-
bility" of Western roadcasts. A large vumbar of attacks of this
kind ware incorpurated in diplomatic notes; others gppeared in
articles on i isrnational affairs and paved the way for possible |
later notes or buttressed diplomatic stepe already undertaken.

Their real pupposs ls partlr diplomatiec or belongs te the po=called
peace campalgn, in which tliese radio stations appear as &an cbetacle.
Their propaganda impliostlon as regards the Hungarian public lies
in the attempt to demonsztrate the "nefarious, warmongering inten=
tions" of the broadcasters themselves. These attacks also justify
steps undertaken again:t the radio stations, such as Jjamming, oT
against the listeners themselves if they happen to disseminate the
contants of broadezets they hear.

The second type of reference, on the other hand, aims firest
and forsmost at destroying directly the credibility of the contgnts
pf the broadoasis.

Regime media employed various methods to achieve this end.
"Denigration" ranged from incidental and brief remarks about the
"iying", "slandercus", nfaot-diatorting” Western radio stations
without further elaboration, and refutations of "false" and "ridicu-
lously silly" reports made by Western statlions, to attecks in which
the regime clearly simed at refuting "enemy assertions" with the
best available arguments, including facts and figures. The latter

typs of attacks were nsverthaless exceptions.

The main “argumepts" of a general nature were charszeler assa- =
sinstion of the author; propagandistic extolling of the "achieve- -Ey
ments of socialism" and of the Kadar regime; comparisons with the téz

:

Horthy-ite past and with present conditions in t+he West; ridiculing

-10 -
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“of broadcasats in & sarcastic manner, in which case the "argument"
“was rather ths style than the content; examples of contradictions
between the different broadcasters, Western presa organs or tha
broadocasts of the same Bt;tiun at different timea. In the latter
cage the quotations were mainly taken out of their actual context
and were "tallored" for the sake of an easier refutation, if no%
altogether faked.

In general, tha tone, mathod and arguments of the propaganda
againzt Westarn broadeasts do not differ considerably from propa-
ganda against other targets of the regime such as Westerm press,

Weastern imperialism, or the other "ememies". Besides having the

gsame argumentation uszed against them these different targets to

a certain extent reciprocally supplement each other. Regime pro-

paganda cn the "wrongness of the West" was several times supple-

mented by attacks on Western broadecasts and, conversely, attacks
ggainst Western broadcasts warﬂ_"dnaumuntud“ by the enumeration of

Western shortcomings. The same applies to regime endeavors to
': prove that Hungarians are now better off than they were under the
: Horthy arae or that the West is fundamentally "imperialistic™. In
this context it i; gignificant that the "changed tone" of RFE was
even used as proof that "the American mastiers had to acknowledgs
tina sstablishment of an immutable sccial and aconomic order in Hun-
gary". This "interdependence" is apparent also in the wvariety of
themes on which Western broadcasts were attacked and the variety
of contexts in which these attacks appeared. A comprehensive
analysis of attacks on Western broadecasts would therefore presuppose
an analysis of regime propaganda in general.

Thua the potential affectivenssa uf-tha regimes's counterpropa—
ganda ageinat Weatern broadcasters is s function of the effeactive-—
neas of the regime's overall propaganda.

The argumentation and tone of the individual attacks on West-
grn broadcasters are based on communist terminology snd logic which
probably appeals only to communists. Nevertheless, the comntinuous
repetitions, the misquotations, the assertiens of spying and subver-
Eljp activities of RFE efu. may have a confusing effect on the lis-
may be pﬂiuihl{_?h;? th

o iy

re. . FPor instance, it
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propaganda of RFE's al¥eged spying and subversive activities
contributes to the fact that the uneducated listensrs attribute

a certain "mystical r .r to RFE. On the other hand, it may

.2 objectivity rating n{ RFE with the more

subconsciously lewe:

educated listeners.
In the main reference categories contained in Table IV, the

mean ratio for RFE ineres.ad in comparison to the previous period.
The trend which could i observed since the revolution was thers-
Apar. ‘rom the non-critical references, the

ses to RFE amountsd to 78%. Whereas in the
first six months 1957 it was 80%, in the second half of the
yodr it sank to* 75%, snd in the first half of 1958 it was only
674, The revsrsal of this trend is a consequence of the higher

fore reversed.
proportion of refe

drop in references to Western stationa other than RFE.

Yiith regard io the di-ferent techniques, aims and topics of

Hungarian propagenda against Western broadcasts, it should be no-

ted that accusations of Winciting" wers.included in 33% of all
references, or slightly less frequently than in the previous peried,

when the proportion amcunted to 37%.
Polemice incressad from 21% %o 38%.

of the relative as well as absolute increase in dirsect program re-—

a$ly polemical and dealt only in exceptional

This is a gonseguence

notione which were
arnses with "incitement".
The proportion of "incidental asides" on the "lying" and

tglanderous” character of Western broadeasts remained unchangsd al

10%. At the same time, the percemtage of ad hominem attacks rose
from 6% to 13%, due partly to the fact that cne of the main "argo-

menks" in direct program reactions was the "wicked" character of

tha author himself,.
to Western broadcasters of a nun—nri{iual character;

Baferances
decraased from

craediting Western stations as reliable news scurces,

23% 1o 5%.
RFE's mean ratio in the four categories was not identical N

either. RFE was most often mentioned in connectlon with ad hominem s
attacks on Western broadcasters (92%) and least frequently in the o
82|

incidental references to "lies and slanders" (50%). As an "incitor®™.

R¥E scored T9%, and was mentioned in 85% of all polemical referen-

sez to Western radio stations.

= 12°=
|
|
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: This distribution is roughly the same as it was in the first
5 half of 1958. An explanation of this distribution, particularly
as regards the low proportion of incidental references describing
RFR as a "liar and slanderer", could be provided by the following
faectas. Firstly, mainly unspecified Western broadscasts waras hlamsd
for lying in general without further substantiation, and secondly,
in connection with ¢ onerete attacks it was mainly Paris and Rome
that were accused of broadeasting false and silly raeports, without
further argumentation.

It is also interesting to note that attacks dealing with the
paasants and with the agricultural problem have since the revolu-
tion invariably referred to RFE. This seems to strengthen our
former hypothesis that the ragime considers RFE to be popular with
this segment of the population.

V. ILLUSTRATIVE MATERIAL ON REFERENCE THEMES

Indirect aggressiony subversionj spy organisationy tool of ecold

war and imperialism; emigreses politiciana.

Hingarian reaction to the charge of "indirect aggressiom"
raised by U.8. offiecials in connection with the Lebaness-Jordasnian
crisis wae prompt. The charges brought up against the Arab broad-
casts of Egypt were immediately reversed against the Western broad-
caats.

Magyer Nemset (August 6) Hétfoi Hirlap (August 11), and
Népssabadsag (August 26) in articlea titled "Indirect Aggression"

and dealing with the Near EBastern crisis turned this charge
against RFE, VOA, and RIAS.
" : Later, during the UN session, the Hungarian delsgate Bundrs

3ik, quoted by the Hungarian press and radio on Septembar 30, accused
t "the broadeasts of VOA, BBC, RFE and Free China of indirect aggres-
& sion,..and inciting..."
ii‘ Radio Kossuth (December 5) quoted the speech of the Hungarian
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The "spying activities" of RFE were attacked imn a press com-
farence by Lasslo Gyaros. The Hungarisn press, sspacially Magysr

Nemset (September 14) =tressed "how American agents sent to Hungary

are communicating w'  their superiors...vis RFE...and how employees
of RFE aTe also seiscting, enlisting and trsining agenis..." Similar
charges were voiced in Nepssabadsag (April 19).

Articles such ss that of Nepssabadsag (November 13) Vas Nipe
(November 8) or radin t=ike such as that of Radio Kossuth (February
11) Radio Homeland ¥ brusry 2, 14 and 18) describing the dissen—
sions among the eri -se politiclans - a topie often discussed by

Hungarian medim - ~ usrgéd that these men weres supported by RFE or

FEC and that tley in turn were giving support to RFE in its ineiting

antivitiea, The articis of Béla Horveth, a former member of the

Hungarian dessk, publighed in &n emigree paper entitled Latohatar

end attacking RFE and American policy, was quntnd in full by Radio

Homeland (Marc: 13 ord Acweil 14) and by Népszabadsag (March 17).
Radio Homeland {De;embar 19) accused the Free Burope Committes .

of "finaneing thoss who are enthusiastioc about the Hababurg restora-

tion",

In the past ten months the "peace campaign" ebbed considerably
in Hungary, giving place to others, such as the elsctionm, collectivi-
sation, etc. Probzbly this is why charges of warmongering" and
"imperialism" beccme scarcer than they were in former periods; they
m-inly supplemented the charges of indirect aggression, spying and
incliting.

Wavertheless, from Soviet sources some attacks on the charge

of "Warmonguring" were forthcoming. Hépssabadsag (January 31)

published a apeech by J. A. Purceva attacking the "organisers of
the cold war"® for supporting Radio Liberation and RFE. Népssabadsag
(Pebruary 3) quoted P. N. Poapelov's atiack on VOA. The attack of
T423 on RFE in connection with the opening of the Brussels branch
office was published by the entire Hungarisn press on April 9.
The attack stated: "Everybody who supports in any form whatever
the eriminal sctivities of RFE is furthering the cold war®.

The visit of Mikoyan to the U.S.A. gave ocoasion to Esti Hir-
lap (January 8) to remark: "Naturally, Radio "Free Burope" is quick
to greet Meany who does not share the view that in the interest of

peace, discussions with the Soviet Union should take place".
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Active Role of Western Broadcasters in the Hungarian Revolution

With the passage of time the "counter-revolution" ceased to
be the main subject of Hungarian propaganda. Articles dealing with
it have become scarcer and since January they have almost disappeared,
as have those attacks against Western broadocasters which contendsd
that they, and primarily RFE, played "a major role in triggering the
counter-revolution". The asccusation itself was also couthed in
less forceful terms compared to former periods. In the large major-
ity of ommes it confined itself to such remarks as "the ill=famed
RPE largely contributed to the unleashing of the bloody sventa
(Radioc Kossuth, September 4).

Nevertheless, some events connected with the revelution ocoasion- -

ed longer and more dooumented attacks on Western broadoasts. Thus
the Hungarisn note to Tugoslavia broadcast first by Radio Kossuth
(July 22) attempted to substantiate the charge that Imre Nagy had
been guilty of contacting RFE while enjoying asylum at the Yugoslav
Embassy in Budapest. This charge was brought forward in ?6lumn v
of the "White Book on the Hungarian Counter-revalution", which wens
extensively reviewed by Badio Kossuth and Magyar Nemset (August 12)
.; and Bati Hirlap (fugust 12) although repeating the old ehargea.
A new element appeared in the series of articles entitled "The
Mask Drops" in Népssabadsag (October 19 and 21), written by the re-
defractor, Miklos Ssabo. He "described" the way in which Mr. Griffith,
with the help of Messrs. Bede, Borsanyi and Mikes, allegedly doctored
the tapes of RFE to erase the proof of tha incandiary'hrcadnla$n

during the revolution.

Western Broadcasts Lured Hungarians Abroad

i s In the past ten months the regime showed & growing inferest in
: the fante of defectors, partly within the framework of the radafection
pampaign and partly in the oampaign aimed at the denigration of the
Weat. Many of these articles, reports and letters described RFR as
the "seducer" who "lured" defectors out of the country "by depieting
the West in too favorable colors™, "by lying about the Weatern Bden",
. fj and "by axtolling the Western living standards". 8inees January this
ik . o type of attack against RFE has almoat disappeared, although interest
| he fate of defectors resained, 1
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"forgetfulness" of the West, perhaps to sirengthen the apathy con-
cerning hopes of eventuzl Western help (Népasabadsag, November 26)

Inciting Against ths .gime — Spreading Hoatile Ideclogies

The generali:.i charge of ineciting, without further specifica-
tion, was often laid at the door of EFE in former pericds. In the
last ten months this charge was mainly complemeniary to the charges

concerning the alleged role played by Western broadeasis during the

revolution and of "Lr.irsct aggression".

! "Inciting" an® 'setting one segment of the populatiop against

| ' another" waa very oreafully stressed in the Hungarisn press and
radio raports o the press conference held {Septamhar 12] by the

1 Deputy Cheirman of the Committee for Scviet Cultural Relations in
HDBGGWIG£ the operations of Radio Liberation, RFE and VOA.

"Phe ipnciting broadcsaats Airected against the Hungarian people
by BFE and VOA" were on- of the topics of the note whisch the Hun—
garimn government dalsprstched on September 20 to the U.8., protesi-
ing against "hostile American propaganda’,

Beside the sharge of inciting,Besakmagyarorssiag (June 22) and
Ba%pnlitikai Ssemls kJPJT} cbjected to RFE's support of revisionism
within the Party.

A long commentiary of Radio Koesuth (April 11) deslt with the
rnew tone of RFE, "(TL's station) previously incited and threatened
with full-throated shouts", but now the "American masters have come
to realize that the tone should be changed because in Hungary an
immutable soeial and pnlitinal aystem was established, "...thus they

L]
are trying, at least formally, to separate themsslves from pre-war
Hungary."

Austria and Germany

Concantrated attacks against Austris for comnniving with RFE
ware not rasumad.

Attacks againet Germany on the grounds that hoatile radio sta-
tions such as RPE and RIAS, are operating on its territory were voiced
now and then. This argument was especially forcefully gteted in a
commentary of Badio Kossuth (November 11) on Khruschev's Berlin atate-
menb. 2

The statement of Endre 8ik, Hungarian Foreign Minister, on the
Soviet peace draft on (ermany, published by the Hungarian press and
cadio on January 16 and commented upon by Népssabadsag and Neépszabava
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on January 17, stressed Hungary's interest in the peace treaty
partly on the ground that this would put an end to the "ineciting
- activitiea" of RFE, located in Munich.
s The "inciting activities", "Nasi relations" and Munich loca-
tion of RFE wafu agein mentioned by Népasava [Haréh 28) and Radio
1 Homeland (April 2) in items dealing with the report of the Bavarian
Socielist Party on the activities of former Hungarian Nasis in

Bavaria.

The elsction campaigm.
Immediately after the scheduling of the new elections for

November 16, 1958 at the end of Beptember, a big campaign was
launched to popularise the event. Hungarian media reacted violently
to Western broadoasts during the whole campaign, mainly on such ques-
tions as compulsory voting and the multi-party system. In connection
with the Western broadcasts the campaign had two phasea. Before the
election the aim waa to fend off misleading enmemy propaganda.
Against the charge of compulsory voting, voiced strongly by
RFE, Népsszava (October 21) argued that "in the course of fha elactoral
preparations the workers have nominated the best men of our nation
at tens of thousande of meetingas".
The multi-perty system, the cornerstone of the October 1956
1f. revolutionary demands, was ridiculed with examples %taken from the
b, West, where all the diffarent parties were said to represent in the
'ﬁ final analysis the same capitaliets. PFor ezfample, Radlo Kosauth
i% (November 3) referred in this context to the Harriman-Rockefeller
f 1 contest in New York state.
In the second phase of the campalgn, Western broadcasters were
ridiculed for their "faulty forecasta" (e.g. Népszabadsag, Novembasr

16) .and the results were defended against charges of "cooking" by
Premier Munnich himself in his statement of November 19,quoted by

; the entire Hungarian press and radic. He sven refarred to an

s - alleged "acknowledgment" by BFE "that the electlions were perfectly
yiced ;5 orderly and the secrescy of the ballot was duly observed". Needless
' to say, this "acknowledgment" was never made by RFE. This can be

tate— : ponsidered an attempt to weaken the morale and incremae the sense

 of isolation of the large majority of the pghliﬁ by implying that
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‘ Bcoromic problems.
| As in former perio’=, broadcastz dealing with sconomi® gues-

tions continued to r- .ve the mus5.$hnnﬁggh treatment. in Hungar-

| jan media. For instance, Istvan Poldes, a lsading economist, took

jesue with RFE in Népasabadsag (July 6) trying to prove the correct-
ness of Hungarian plannsrsz in ﬂiatrihutiné the national product
betwsen consumption and *n;;atmunt by matter—of-fact erguments sup-
ported by ample doc .1 ubation. The same quesiion was dealt with in
Népssava (January 17 in response to an RFE commentary.

An example of .ow Western shortcomings ere used as "argumenta"

against Western Lroadomsts is given by Radic Kossuth (August 5),

commenting o a broadcast of RFE which dealt with the Hungarian
overproduciion of cosl. The commentary atated: We are not asking
anything more from Mihaly Voter than that he have some respect for
the Facts...sisoe in our iays the signs of the crisis of the capi-
talist systew are multi-lying...especlally in the field of coal..."
«The question of living standards almost disappearsad in the
' second half of 1958, slthough 1t was in the forefront of Hungarian
regime propagenda irn “he firat half of that year. With the propa-
gation of the "adjusied Thise-Year Plan” and the work .competitions,
this propagande topic reappeared and was used to discredit Western

broadecasters. For instance, Pest Megyei Hirlap and Radio Kossuth

(Jonuary 8 and 26) took tesue with Western stations on ths guestion
of whether or not the people could afford the goods disployed im
the shops. Pestmegyei Hirlap (February 26) again argued with West—

ern comparisons, saying: "...for RFE and ite bosses the prineciple -

nawely, to produce more in order to live better - i= unlntelliglbln
. ..because in the West every rise in production raises the 1iving

standards exclusively of the capitalists”.

~  FPactory problems.

The yuestliom on which Western broadcasts ware most frequently
attacked in this context were factory democracy, leadership in the
factory, the position of the shop stewards, factory councils, and
the pace of work znd work competition. s

The argumente brought up against them were almost inwvariably
Western examples and comparisona-with the West. For example

Néaezabadsag (August 1)) asked: "Who leads the capitalist factories

- 18 -
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in the West? lNepssava (July 18) raised the following question:
;1 "Has Kobele,(editor of BFE programs for Hungarian workers) that
' drunkard...ever tried to organise =a factory counecil in the enter—
| brise of the Pord company, which plays a leading role in the finan-
¢ing of RFR?" Népssabadsag (Mareh 10) reminded RFE "that 15,000
Hungarians returned from the West because they could not get

accustomed to the work-pace prevailing there".

Tha Peasantry — Agricultural Problems

Propaganda addressed to the agricultural population increased
steadily throughout 1958. A4t the end of the year, after the elec=
tion, this propagenda developed into a major collectivization
campaign which lasted through the first three months of 1959. Due

. %0 this collectivisation campaign, references to RFE doubled in
A considerahle
part of these references appearsd in the provincial press. The ar-

number in comparison with the preceding period,

ticles took issue with specifiec broadcssts aa well as with the gen—
About 60% of the attacks endeavored

1l2o to discredit the editor himself as a former landowner, a drunk-

eral agricultural policy of RFE.

ardy or an imbecile unfamiliar with agricultural matters.
In the second half of 1958 the refsrence themes wers varied.
They included the village youths' emigration to the towns, the
_ raluctance of cooperatives to employ expert agronomiste, or the fate
- of the agrarian proletariat, discussed previously by RFE.
The series of RFR programs dealing with large-scale farming
versus peasant holdings was criticised by Ssabad Pold (August 10)

as follows:
"The ili-famed farmers, Balint and Marton, of RFE are conscious-

ly confusing socialist large—scale farming with large feudal estates".

In a lengthy commentary Radio Kossuth (November 27) gave the
following answer to the guestion of whether ths regime was favoring

B the peasants at the expense of the industrial workers:

5}  "Both the peasants and the workers are better off than they

b were in the past...even though RFE's agriculiural expert, Farmer

 ii_ Balint alias Balint Cupy, a former small holder, wants to demonstrate

ln_ﬂhat tarriﬁlﬂ misery the Hungarian peassants are now living".
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During the collectivisation drivs and the propaganda campaign
of January-March 1958, =cveral articles attacked t&e anti-collecti-
vigation campaign cc icted by RFB. Szabad Pold (March 15) refuted
an BFE broadeest. woording to which collectivisation was initiated
at the orders of Moscow". .

Népssabadsag, Magyar lemset and Radio Kossuib (February 26)

attempted to demonstrat: that the suspicions of Western broadcast-
ers concerning the iole by Béla Kovaos (a veteran opponent o
the regime) publichk 1 in Megyar Nemsetl (February 20) in favor of
gollectivigation 3 & sign of their confusion.

Dunantuli luplo (Pebruary 28) and Vas Népe (March 1) took
igsue with the RFE claim "that it is imposeible to raise the produc-—

tivity of cgriculturs and a2t the same time to transform its structure
agoording to the socialist model".

At & prasc. conference on April 10, Lasslo Gyarocs, a spokesman
of the goveramsr', de=’ed the RFE &Eargu "that the Hungarian

peasants took the roal to sopgialist sgriculture under pressure".

The Youth and Intel'.--'z‘ctuals

Regime propag ada air 4 at converting Hungarlisn youth to com=
munism made 1ittls affor® to find arguments against Western broad-
casts on this subject, in conirast to the practice follewed in
sonnection with oropa,:nda concerning elections, the pessants, or
the workers. Therefore, references to Western broedoasta in con—
nection with youth matters confined themselves to denying the alleged-
1y falae reports on Hungarian youth. PFor instance, a BBC program
dealing with young men working on the dreining of the Hansag moors

was rebuked by Nepssabadsag (July 2§) which argued "that our sons

live better than their parents used to".

A report of the Paris Radic on the moral aftitudes of a part
of the Hungarian youth was refuted by Nespssabadsag (September 11)
w#ith the counter—charge that "there ere still some remnants of the
moral ceaspool of the past...but...an easy way of replying would be
to guote the Wesiern press on the houses of pruut;tuhinn“.- A
typical example for these attacks were comparisons wiih the ghort—
comings of the past, and with slleged conditions in the Wesd.
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The attitude of the writers, aspecially their silence, was
discussed several times by regime media which sometimes attacked
this attitude and sometimes imputed the "allegations about the

silence of the writers" to Western propaganda and to RFE (e.g.

Magyar Nemset, November 23).

References Dealing with Various Internal and International Topics

Under this heading we include in the firat place "incidental
asides" against the "lies and slanders" of Westarn broadeasta.

For
some of the more "sophisticated" remarks of this type Magyar If jusag

(October 19) must be quoted: "We understand that the collaborators

of BFR who have grown old in telling lies are in a grave situation,
since on higher orders they have to deliver fTairy tales daily":
or Nepssabadsag (April 26): "The slander fabrio of London orying

shame upon everything gets muddled...when it has to explain our
successes,"

Western broadcasts are occasionally sarcastically accused of
stupidity. PFor instance, the report of Radio Paris on the "eloak
room attendants of the Hungarian pavilion in Brussels who are

disguised professors wanting to make & trip to the West" was ridi-

culed by several newspapers, among others by N épszabadsag (December

25). A report of Radio Rome which mistook A. M. Suslov, the sscre-

tary of the Soviet Artiats Federation, for M. A. Suslov, member of

the Central Committes of the Soviet Communist Party who visited -
Budapest, was sarcastically rectified by Nepssabadsag (July 2).

A high number of the attacks falling under this heading were

polemiecal. To give an illustration of the large varisty of themss,

we list some of them: the fishermen's fate in Iceland, and Britiash
imperialism; terror in Hungary; cultural directives of the Party;
the French translation of Attils Jozsaf; the teaching of Russian
in Hungarian schools; the strike at the Chicago Ford factory; the
Papal eneyclicals; Algsria; report on Tangier, a center of the

underworld amd of Western broadoasting statfons; Maurice Kornfeld,
the fewdnl barnn '8 talk over VOA; eto.

lpfarannna to the Buropean Cultural Center in

Nepssabadsag
(March 15) iﬁ a apnuuh by Lasxlo Gyaros, spokeasman of the Govern-

ment, at a ﬁglaﬁ cnnfarunnn held in April, and in Bati Hirlap
] f'a.lswl:.‘t.'l.".g other things that "the bosses from over-

' fﬁitiffﬂrtn to improve their battered machinery of
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lies" may be indicative of concern on the part of the regime that

= cooparation with Buropean cultfural institutions could raise the
genaral ststus of RAFE ~ i thue incresse its appeal to the intel-
lectual segmenis Ef .2 population.

Attacks on Employees of Western Radio Stations and
Personalities Comnnected with CCF.

The effort almed at character assasaination of RFE Hungarian
geditors and employees nes stepped up considerably in the last half
of the year. It shuoi'd aiso be noted that except for two cases,
in which editors of -BC and VOA were mentiocned in a gensrally abu-
8ive manner, char: ler aseassination was aimed exclusively at RFE
personnel. Ancther interssting espect of this problem is that
recently thaae attacks were coupled incrsasingly with direct program
reactions, in which they served as one of the "argumenis" against
the broadcasts. Character assassination also aimed at discrediting
the "good inteutlons" of the broadcasters and especially at rais-—
ing doubts about the real "Hungarian" feelings they may have, and
perhaps also at counteramcting the image of RFE as the "most Hungarian
radio station" held by many listemers.

, V1, MEGIME MEDIA REACTION TO SPECIFIC
| - WESTERN BROADCASTS

In the psriod under review Hungarisn media carried 104 direct
program reactlons, compared %o 56 in the previous six months. This
corresponds to a monthly average of 10.4 units, in comparison with
: 9.6 monthly units in the previous period. The slight increase is
all the more significant lnesamuch as a not unsubstantial drop in
the number of refersnce units ocecured during the same period.

e e o —— e <=

TABLE V
First half Second half Pirat helf July 1958 —

. | i 1957 1957 1558 April 1959
i Humber of referenca
i units 361 375 231 244 =
i Humber of direct program

reactions i5 50 56 104
E ﬂatin of direct program
_: reactions 9.5% 13% 2% 44%
i
:
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Not only has the incresse of program reactions been unaffect-
ed by the drop in the number of reference units, but this type of
reference appears to be steadily increasing.

The distribution of direct program resctions among the dif-
ferent Western broadcasting stations was the fnlluwiﬂg:

RFE VOA  BBC Other Specific Western Total
Broasdcasters
1 69 6 19 10 104

Almost three gquarters of zll direot program reactions referred
to specific RFE broadcasts, while the remainder wers distributed
between BBC, other specific Western broadcesters, and VOA, in that
order. Though numerically low, direct program reactions to other
specific Western broadoasters were proportionally the highest; 51%
of all references to this group of radioc stations were diresct

Program reactions.

* TABLE VI

‘Topical Breakdown of Direct Program Resctions

I 1958 1959
July-Deo Jan—-April

Elections o -
Economic gquestions T 11
Factory problems T 5
Agrarian policy é

Youth/Intellectuals 5 -
Miscellansous 27 20

J Compared to previous periods and even to various times during
the psricd under review, the gubject matter disoussed was differsnt.
Polemics sbout living standards in East and West, which had been
high in the first six months of 1958, completely disappeared in the

second half and reappeared only in January-April as a corollary of
the prnpaganda in favor of tha adjuﬂtuﬁ Threq~fbar Plan. . In the
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prolemics on agrarian problems inereased to a considerabls degreas,
This strengthens the viaw that direct program reasctions ara to

a certain extent a £ ..tion of the prevailing Propaganda affort
of the regime.

The very high figure for miscellaneous topics in media ress—
tions fo other specific Westsrn stations showa, on the other hand,
that other intervening factors (1.8, "errors" of Western radio
stations or blows a’.sd at points of particular regime vulnerability)
have their shars toc.

It should be .ted that in a large number of cases the direct
program reactions wers polemical only in form and showed no per—
ceivable overall pattern beyond the technique of quoting & sentence
or two frouw o foreign hr&ﬁdcant and rebuting it with generalities
rather than specific argursnts. Indeed, by and large, direct reac-
tion to Western brosdcasty in the Hungarian media was characterigzed
by a combination of sma'] doses of polemics with a large dose of
Vilification, exemplified by the prevalence of such epithets as
"lying", "distorting” and "slanderous" and finally with a sarcastic
style. An objective and matter-of-fact tone was the exoeption rather
than the rule,not only in the miscellaneous direct program resactionsg
but even in those which dealt with problems of immediate concern
for the regime as well =s in those where persuasion by rational
arguments would have bean accepted from regime Propaganda, To a
cartain extent, polemics on broad @conomic principles (inveatment
policy, eto.) were on a higher intellectual level and were leas

vituperative than other topical categories of diresct Program reactions.

i
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VII.

Firat Half

1

WESTERN BROADCASTS

TABLE VII

19257

HUNGARTAN RECIME REFPERENCES TO

1958

July 1958 -

Radip Jtations
Kossuth
Homeland
Petofi

Budapest Dailies
Népesabadsag
Hépa:a?q/ﬂépakarnt
Magyar Nemsmet

Esti Hirlep

Periodicals

Ludas Matyi
Belpolitikal 8semle
¥lat s Irodalom
Magyar Ifjusag
Radio Ujsag

C=alad es Iskola
Erdakes Ujeag -
WMagyarorssag

Hatiol Hirek
Nepsport

Kortars

Jovendonlk
Hemasatkozi Sszemle
Traktorujeag
Tarsadalmi 9samls
Hagyvilag

Magyar Hirek
Katolikus 8so
Magyvar Filosofia 3semlas
Erdekass Kalendarium

Provincial papers

Ssabad Fold

Innantull Naplo

Vas Hepe

Pest Megyel Hirlap
Caongradmegyel Nepujsag
Uj Komlo

Kisalfold

Zalai Hirlap

Somogyi Neplap

Tolna megyei Nepujsag
Eszakmagyarorssag
Bpkeasmagyl Neujsag
Delmagyarorssag

146
14
1

89
45

14
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Roughly a third of the references to Wastern atations ware
published by the radio and two-thirds by the press during ths
ten-month period from July 1958 to April 1959. (28 or 72%). This
breakdown includes ..anetesen neutral refersnces to Western broad-
casting stations - geventeen in Radie Koeasuth newscasts and two
in press reports. Without thesze non-critisal references, the bal-
ance shifts even more stiongly in favor of the press (25 or Tﬁij.
This corresponds rouziiy to the ratio of the previocus periods,

The decreass of orit ozl references was, therefors, proportionately
distributed among - ssa and radio. The seemingly greater drop in
radio refersncee .as caused by the decrease in non=critical refer-
ences.

As rerards the Budapest dailies, the official Party paper f
Népszabzdsag, carried the bulk of the attacks, followed oclosely
by the trade union organ, Nepssava, The latter inoreased its at—
tacks considerably in comparison to former periods, probably
because the high number of attacks dealing with trade union and

factory problems sppsarad mostly in this paper. The drop in at-
tacks was proportionately greatest in the People's Patriotic Front
papar, Hagxar Nemss1.

Among the periodicals, the monthly Belpolitikai S3szemle published
the largest number of attacks on Western broadcasts. Dus to the
Tact that the paper is not addresssd to the public but to the
employees of the Ministry of Interior and the agit-prop personnel,

this could perhaps indicate that at factory or other meetings the
viva-voce propaganda againet Western broadeasts is quite widespread. J
However, about this sector of regime propaganda we have almost no '
information.

Among the provincial papers, Sgabad Fold, Vas Népe and Pest
Megyei Hirlap attacked Western broadcasts the most frequently. Other
provinelal publications did so only intermittently. The attacks

dealt mainly with agrioultural problems. g
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